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LANCET. 



LONDON, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23. 


[1830-31. 


ADDftSSS. 


In addressing a few prefatory remarks to the readers of The Lancet, on corn* 
menciog the Volumes for another medical year, it is not necessary that we shonlfi 
enlarge upon the subjects which are usually embraced in such essays* Instead of 
launching into bombastic promises for the future, we hare rather to direct attention to 
the past ; and, instead of appearing before the profession as untried men, we stand for- 
ward as Journalists who hare waged a constant war against the unprincipled abettors 
of public abuses. In our first address to the profession, we took the opportunity of 
briefly descanting upon the adrantages which must arise to the community from the 
publication of the lectures that were delivered, and of the cases that were treated, in our 
great national Hospitals. The success— the extraordinary, the unparalleled success— of 
The Lancet, shows that our opinions on this question were founded upon a knowledge 
of the wants of the profession in a particlar branch of medical information,— of the 
true theory of medical science, — and of the best interests of the public* Next to 
life itself, nothing can be so valuable to man as health, and to this nothing can be so 
conducive as the ardent cultivation of the science of medicine. Having at an early 
period observed the vast sources of knowledge which were hidden from public view 
within the walls of our national institutions, we thought that the press might become 
available for rendering to practitioners in the most distant parts of the globe, some 
portion of the practical experience which, for so many succeeding ages, had been 
enjoyed only by the favoured few ;— by individuals who had ever appeared more 
anxious to embitter or destroy the cup of knowledge, than to pass it with a friendly 
and cheerful hand around the circle of thirsty inquirers who, had they been permitted, 
would have diffused its benign influence, like the dew-drops of heaven, over all mankiod. 

The Lectures and Cases of our public hospitals, we always regarded as the two 
great sources of medical information, and it was to the publication of these that, 
from the first, we directed our most especial attention. If the Lectures were sound in 
principle, — drawn from practical knowledge, and enriched by the ever-sure results of 
experience, — it is evident that their diffusion amongst practitioners, and especially 
amongst the junior members of the profession in all parts of the globe, could not fail to 
produce universal good. On the other hand, if the Lectures were unsound in principle, 
deficient in practical knowledge, devoid of facts derived from the personal experience 
of the Lecturer, — we considered that publicity would prove the beBt corrective ; 
that by this salutary and effectual check, the pupils would be spared the pain, labour. 
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and expense, of listening to doctrines that were worthless, or even fallacious, and that 
the public would he protected against the evils which, it is feared, have but too frequently 
arisen from the propagation of crude, ill-digested, and dangerous medical theories. 

In selecting Lectures, therefore, for publication in the pages of this Journal, it must 
not be inferred that the excellency of the discourses has always been to us the magnet 
of attraction. The Lancet is a medical newspaper, and we should no more think of 
publishing some Lectures with a view, by their direct application, to improve the 
- practice of medicine, than a daily Journalist would think of improving, immediately and 
directly, the morals of the people, by publishing an account of a murder, or of a burglary. 
An advantage of exactly the same kind and extent, is probably derived from publicity 
in both instances ; but the benefit is obtained, in each case, by causes of a directly 
opposite character. Numerous are the courses of Lectures which we have published 
during the seven years this Journal has been established, and numerous are the pages 
that might have been better occupied, as far as instruction was concerned, had not expo- 
sure been deemed the most effectual means ef leading to tbe reformation of pernicious 
principles and practices. 

It will readily be confessed, and believed, that it would be a work of supererogation 
to publish any more Lectures, with a view merely to show that some of the best 
that ever were written, and many of the worst that ever were written, are annually 
delivered in this metropolis. These facts being now well known and acknowledged, 
one of the first objects of publicity bas been fully attained. Students, in the present 
day, inquire before they enter to the classes ; they are no longer misled, no longer ca- 
joled by false, hypocritical, clap-trap advertisements. Having, therefore, presented 
the profession with lectures on Surgery, on the Practice of Medicine, on Chemistry, 
on Pathology, on Midwifery, on Anatomy, on Physiology, on Phrenology, on the In- 
tellectual Composition of Man, on Ophthalmic Surgery, and on the Diseases of the 
Nervous System, with a great number of clinical lectures on desultory diseases, there 
remain only three or four other courses mentioned in the curricula of our profound medi- 
cal colleges. The publication of these lectures, we must defer to a future occasion; for, in 
consequence of the great and unexpected length of the course which we have just con- 
cluded, we have been compelled to omit in the volumes for the past year, nearly the 
whole of the customary reports from our Hospitals, — a species of medical information far, 
very far, surpassing, in point of real value, every other description of medical record; 
while the clinical lectures, which are founded on the cases, are often instructive in the 
highest degree, and are incomparably superior to the sing-song tiash which is annually 
doled out at so much a yard, under the title of “ regular courses.” Of “ regular 
courses ” of lectures, then, for the present, we take our leave; and it will be our object, 
in succeeding Numbers, to render The Lancet a moving picture of every interesting 
fact that may present itself to tbe notice of our reporters in tbe great national es- 
tablishments. It is too true, that tbe students of this metropolis are but seldom 
gratified by the delivery of a clinical lecture,— an omission on the part of the medical 
officers of our Hospitals which cannot be too severely reprobated. We believe that 
Dr. Elliotson, of St. Thomas’s Hospital, Dr. Watson and Mr. Charles Bell, of the 
Middlesex, Mr. Brooie, of St. George’s, and Mr. Eari.e, of St. Baitholomevv’s, are 
the only physicians and surgeons who regularly deliver clinical lectures in their 
respective institutions. 

In order to remedy a defect of this magnitude, the pupils should obtain a promise 
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bsfbre paying tiifetr entrance fees, that the physicians and surgeons would regularity delWeri 
clinical lectures upon all diseases of importance that may fall under their treatment. 
The value, indeed We may say the very great value, of the clinical discourses, which 
Were published in the Volumes of The Lancet just concluded, is enough to render every 
student extremely anxious for this species of medical disquisition. The dbta were before 
bis eyes, the treatment has just been Under his immediate tiotice, he has seen the effects 
df the remedies, and, therefore, he has had the best opportunity of judging for himself of 
the propriety and soundness of the conclusions of his preceptor. By the sufferings of 
the patient, the observer becomes sympathetically interested iu his welfare, and im- 
pressions painfully produced are long fixed upon the memory. The eye is evidently the 
great channel that leads to medical knowledge : this may at any time be proved by 
contrasting the dubious and Obscure descriptions of disease given by the theorist, with 
the positive, distinct, and picturesque language of the actual observer. Abstract 
theories, tedious, wearisome, uninteresting lectures of an hour and a half in duration, 
rieither aided not illustrated by the presence of disease itself, are almost useless to 
the tyro, and to the experienced practitioner present little more than old, well-known 
mailing, obscured by the sophistry of unsubstantial speculation. Accurate descriptions 
of diseases^ then, as they realty occur in our hospitals, together with the exposition^ 
given by the teacher, furnish materials tot supplying a knowledge of the principles and 
practice of medicine interior only to those which can be derived from personal observa- 
tion and experience. It was under this impression that we commenced the publica- 
tion oi hospital reports fn the autumn of 1823, and since that time the voice of the 
profession has evCry-where been raised in favour of the plan, all acknowledging that 
It has been of incalculable service to science and to the cadse of medical reform. A 
Jtiiid of medical police has been thus established, having a constaht tendency to ensure to 
the student, punctuality from the lecturer j to the teacher, respect and attention firortt 
the pupil ; and to the patient, a safe, diligent, ohd humane treatment from his medical 
attendant. At the same time, the practice and experience furnished by our great 
ftiedfeal institutions are, when worthy of imitation, rendered available to those prac- 
titioners who reside at a distance from the metropolis. Actuated by a strong feeling on 
*11 these points, it may readily be conceived that we have not curtailed the hospital 
feporW in bur preceding volumes without very deep regret ; and the resumption of 
operations, with our little regiment of pioneers, in this field of inquiry, and, alas? 
dotnetitnes of slaughter, Will be a source of satisfaction to ourselves, and must prove 
bf Infinite advantage tb all classes of the community. 

In publishing ** regular courses ” of lectures, upon the practice of medicine or surgery 
for example, — it must be confessed, that after such a number has been presented to the 
public, and while there are so many systematic Works on these liacknicd iubjects, hoi 
fine page in forty can consist of neW matter ; besides, if a surgeon or physician make a 
discovery of the least importance in medical science, he hesitates tot to lay it before 
the profession in (lie shape of a Well-bound, hot-pressed octavo. Thus secure, by 
the natural f anity of all authors, against the concealment of important facts, or valuable 
dpintotas,— Tns Lancet, on entering its eighth year, presumed to think that it can go 
alone ; that it can proceed unaided even by the ornamental cords which have been so 
frequently atd do ingeniously woven from the mutilated folios of certain dictionaries and 
encyclopaedias. Instead erf leading-strings, instead of guides, they have acted like 
fetters, and the limbs have grown restless and painful under the weight and pressure 
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of restraint. The go-cart, that yields assistance to the infant, would act as a disagree- 
able clog to the hoy who is desirous of stretching himself vigorously in the seventh year 
of his age ; and even the infant, with the support of his perambulating machine, 
would be ill-requited in his search after nutriment, if he could only discover one grain 
of wheat in a bushel of chaff. 

The discontinuance for the present, then, of the u regular courses ” of lectures, 
besides affording space for the insertion of mapy Hospital reports, will enable us. also 
to devote more attention to the reviews of new works. We shall be enabled, likewise, 
to appropriate a larger space to the contributions of many well-informed and scientific 
correspondents ; the important proceedings also of several learned societies, accounts 
of which we have hitherto been frequently compelled to omit, will in future receive 
bonslanf and earnest attention. In a word, it shall be our endeavour to render The 
Lancet an epitome of every-thing that is passing in the medical world — a faithful 
picture of “ medical life.” 

Of the more prominent events which have been connected with the profession 
during the past year, two or three only call for notice in this place. 

The decision of Lord Tenterden, in the cause of Handey v. Henson, is the . com- 
mencement of a new era in the practice of medicine ; it has unmasked pretenders, 
and reduced them to their proper grade, while to the scientific services of the well- 
qualified and regular practitioner it affords a just security, and has raised him .to his 
proper, honourable rank in the profession. 

The self-perpetuating, tyrannical council of the college of surgeons still labours 
in its sordid vocation. Several more of the members of the college have been recently 
degraded by it, and are for ever deprived of the least chance of assuming the robes of 
office. Their names have been passed over in the list, they have been rejected without 
open discussion, and punished without an opportunity of meeting their accusers, 
either by. themselves or their agents, or of knowing of what they have been accused. 
The charter of this college is a nuisance thatmurf be abated. 

The circumstances connected with the inquest held on the body of the late Miss 
Catherine Cashin might well be adverted to at some leiigth in this place, were not the 
affair still sub judice, and did not impartial justice demand that nothing should be 
advanced, which by possibility could influence the minds of the jury, before whom the 
fortunes, the reputation, and even the life of a fellow-creature, may he at stake. 

By reminding our readers, in conclusion, of the manner in which we have repeatedly 
exposed the ignorance and incompetency of non-medical coroners, we embrace this 
opportunity of pointing to the late contest for the office of coroner for this connty, as 
one of the most splendid triumphs ever achieved for the press and the medical pro- 
fession. It exhibits a brilliant example of what reason can accomplish over prejudice* 
There is not now to be found in the county of Middlesex a single well-informed me- 
chanic who would endeavour, by his vote, to place an attorney in the office of coroner. 
Every man acknowledges, that as it is a medical office, so it can only be adequately 
occupied by a medical judge. It is evident from what transpired during the struggle, 
that the long-persecuted members of our incomparable profession have made a rapid 
inarch towards intelligence and moral power. Medical men in their canvass, were every- 
where received by the public with open arms ; and it is no more than an act of justice 
towards the gentlemen of the law to state, that many of the most intelligent at the Bar 
were the warm, zealous, and active supporters of the medical candidate. . At one period 
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of the election, there were on the hustings not less than seven gentlemen, from t]m In- 
ner Temple alone, actively exerting themselves on his behalf. The medical candidate,— 
although opposed to an unprincipled league of five attorneys, of whom three bad adter- 
tised that from the number of promises they had obtained they were “ confident of 
success/* — was only in a minority of one hundred and thirty-six on a poll of seven 
thousand two hundred and four ; the attorney had not a hand raised in his favour before 
the hustings, while from forty to fifty thousand were exhibited in acknowledgment of 
the claims of the surgeon. With the public, therefore, this may be regarded as a settled 
question, and never again will the medical profession be insulted by the election of an 
attorney to the office of medical judge, in the county of Middlesex. 


ACCOUNT OF THE 

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SCHOOLS OF LONDON, 

For the Session 1830-31. 


The following are the Regulations published by the College of Sturgeons and 
Apothecaries Company, which are to be rigidly observed by the students, or they will 
not be admitted to examination. 


COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. 

The College of Surgeons requires of candidates six years' professional study ; to 
attend not less than three winter courses of anatomy, two courses of dissection/ two 
courses of the principles and practice of surgery (three months each or one six months), 
two courses of practice of medicine (three months each or one six months), one course 
on materia medica and botany, two courses on chemistry (of three months each), and 
two courses on midwifery (of three months each) ; hospital surgical practice, twelve 
months, or during four years the surgical practice of a recognised provincial hospital, 
and six months at least of a London Hospital. 


APOTHECARIES COMPANY. 

REGULATIONS TO BE OBSERVED BV 8TU DENTS, WHOSE ATTENDANCE ON LECTURES 
SHALL COMMENCE ON OR AFTER THE FIRST OF JANUARV, 1831. 

Students who are at present pursuing their medical studies, and those who may be- 
gin to attend lectures at the commencement of the next medical session (vis. October), 
will be received as candidates for examination by complying with the regulations here- 
tofore published. 

Every candidate for a certificate to practise as an apothecary, will be required to 
produce testimonials of having served an apprenticeship of not less than five years to an 
apothecary : — The apprenticeship must have been served with a person legally qualified 
to practise as an apothecary, either by having been in practice prior to or on the 1st 
of August, 1813, or by having received a certificate of his qualification from the 
Court of Examiners. 

Of having attained the full age of twenty-one years : — As evidence of age, a copy of 
the baptismal register will be required in every case where it can possibly be procured. 

Of good moral conduct : — A testimonial of moral character from the gentleman to 
whom the candidate has been an apprentice, will always be more satisfactory than from 
any other person. 

Of having deyoted at Jetpt two year§ to fin uttepcfyaQ© }eotqr^ ftnfl 
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The candidate must have attended the following courses of lectures. The lecture^ 
required iu each course respectively, must be given on separate days. 

Chemistry . — Two courses ; each course consisting of not less that forty-five lectures^ 

Materia Medica and Therapeutics, — Two courses j each course consisting of not less 
than forty- five lectures. 

Anatomy , Physiology , and Anatomical Demonstrations, — Two courses ; of the same 
extent as required by the Royal College of Surgeons of London. 

Principles and Practice of Medicine. — Two Courses ; each course consisting of not 
Jess than forty-five lectures, to be attended subsequently to the termination of the first 
course of lectures on chemistry, materia medica, and anatomy and physiology. 

One course. 

Midwifery and the Diseases of Women and Children . — Two courses to bp attended 
during the second year. 

Forensic Medicine . — One course ; to be attended during the seeond year. 

Students are moreover recommended diligently to avail themselves of instruction in 
morbid anatomy. 

* The candidate must also have attended for twelve months at least the physician's 
practice at an hospital containing not less than sixty beds, and where a course of clinical 
lectures is given ; or for fifteen months at an hospital wherein clinical lectures are not 
given ; or for fifteen months at a dispensary connected with some medical school recog- 
nised hy the court. The whole of such attendance to be subsequent to the first year of 
attendance on lectures. Certificates of attendance on the physician's practice at dis- 
pensaries will continue to be received until the 1st of January, 1833, from all such as 
have heretofore been admitted, but after that time the present regulation will be strictly 
adhered to. 

The testimonials of attendance on lectures and hospital practice must be given on a 
printed form, with which students may be supplied, on application at the under-men- 
tioned places: — In London, at the Beadle’s Office, at this Hall. In Edinburgh, at 
Messrs. M* Lachlan and Stewart’s, booksellers. In Dublin, at Messra. Hodges and 
Smith’s, booksellers. In the provincial towns, where there are medical schools at the 
hospital, or from the teacher who keeps the register of the school. 

Students are enjoined to observe that no other form of testimonial will be received ; 
and that no attendance on lectures will qualify a caudidate for examination, unless the 
teacher is recognised by the court. 

The teachers in Dublin, Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Aberdeen, recognised by the con- 
stituted medical authorities in those places respectively, are recognised by the court. 

Registration. — A hook is kept at the Hall of the society for the registration at stated 
times of the names of students, and the lectures, hospitals, or.dispensaries, they attend. 
The book will be opened for the registration of those students whom these regulations 
effect, on the 1st of February, 1831. 

All students in London are required to appear personally, and to register the several 
classes for which they have taken tickets ; and those only will be considered to have 
complied with the regulations of tbe court, whose names and classes in the register 
correspond with the testimonials of the teachers. 

The book will be open for the registration during the first twenty-one days of the 
months of February, June, and October, from nine o'clock until two. 

The court also require students at the provincial medical schools to register their names: 
in their own hand-writing, and the classes they attend, with one of the teachers in each 
respective school, within fourteen days from the commencement of each course of lec- 
tures, and those students only will he deemed to have complied with the regulations 
whose names are so registered. The students will be informed at each school, re- 
spectively, of the name of the teacher to whose care the register will be confided. 

Each student, at his first registration, will receive the printed form on which he is to 
obtain the certificates of his teachers. 

The Examination of the Candidate will he as follows 

1. In translating parts of Celsus de Me- 3. In Materia Medica and Therapeu- 

dicinfi, or Gregory Conspectus Modi- tics. 

cin» Theoretics, Pharmacopoeia Lon- 4. In Botany. 

dinensis, and Physicians* Prescrip- 5. In Anatomy and Physiology. 

tions. 6. In the Practice of Medicine. 

& In Chemistry. 

Notice.-r- Every person offering himself for examination must give notice in writing 
to the clerk of the society on or before the Monday previously to the day of ex&mina* 
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tion, and must a Uo, at the ante time, deposit all the required testimonial* at the 
of the beadle, where attendance is given every day, except Sunday, from nine until 
two o clock. 

Candidates will he admitted to e x a min ation ia the order in which their names stand 
on the notice paper ; and tlioae neglecting to attend agreeably to their notice, will 
upon a subsequent application, be placed at the bottom of the list. * 

By the 22d section of the Act of Parliament, .no rejected candidate can he re-admitted 
to be examined until the expiration of six months £rom*his former examination. 

The court meet in the Hall every Thursday, where candidates are required to attend 
at half-past four o’clock. 

(By order of the Court) John Watsou, Secretary. 

Apothecaries Hall, Sept* 9, 18SO. 


HOSPITALS AND SCHOOLS. 

The following tables, with the notes attached to them, present a list of the various 
medical and surgical schools open to students in London for the session commencing 
October 1st— an enumeration of the branches of knowledge which are taught in them-— 
the names of the teachers and professors— the hours of lecture and attendance — and the 
expense of entering to each course and to the medical and surgical practice of the hos- 
pitals and dispensaries together with some other particulars which the various 
teachers have appended to their prospectuses. 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON. 


Classes and Professors. 


Anatomy; Professor Pat- 
tison. 

Ditto; Prof. Bennett. 

' Demonstrations and Dis- 
sections ; Prof. Bennett 
and Mr. R. Qusin. 

Physiology ; Prof. C. Bell. 

Nature and Treatment of 
Diseases ; Prof. Conolly. 

Sargery ; Prof. Pattison. 

Midwifery, and Diseases of 
Women and Children ; 
Prof. Dr. Davis. 

Clinical Medicine ; Prof. 
Dr. Watson. 

Materia Medica and Thera- 
peutics; Prof. Dr. Thom- 
son. 

Chemistry ; Prof. Dr. Tur- 
ner. 

Compar. Anatomy ; Prof 
Dr. Grant. 

Med. Jurisprudence ; Prof. 
Dr. Smith. 

Botany ; Prof. Lindley. 


* In this column W. Q. 


Days and Hours of Lectures. 


Fees to the Courses.* 

t 


Daily, except Saturdays, at 
2 p.m. 

Daily, except Sot., 11 a.m. 


Whole courae, 7ft ; or first 
division 4/. ; second dfiv. 
3/. ; perpetual, 10/. 

W. C. 61 . ; of lat D. 3/. ; 

2nd p. 3/.; P.9/. 


Tues. and Thur. from 5 
to 6. 

Daily, except Saturday, 
from 4 to 5. 

Mon. and Fri. from 5 to 6. 

Daily, except Sat. from 9 
to 10. 


W. C. 3/. ; P. 4Z. 10#. 

W.C.6/.; or 1st Div. 31. ; 

2nd D. 3/.; P.9/. 
W.C.2/.; P.4/. 

W. C.5/.; IsfcD. 3/.; fud 
D. 2/. ; P. 71, 


Mon. and Fri. from 12} to 


Daily, except Sat. from 8 
to 9. 


W. C. 4/.; half the C. 2/. 

W.C.6/.; lstD.3/.; 2nd 
D. Si . ; P. 9/. 


Daily, except Sat. from 
10 to 11. 

Daily, except Sat. from 3 
to 4, to Jan. 1st, 1831. 

Mon. Wed. and Fri. from 
7} to 8}. 

Daily, except Mon. from 
Oct. 1 for 6 weeks, and 
from Apr. 1 for 6 weeks. 


W.C.7/.; 1st D. 4/. ; 2nd 
D. 3/.; P. 10/. 

W. C. 2/. 

Not yet announced. 
W.C.3Z.; P.6/. 


means, whole course — D, division— and P. perpetual. 
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" Hospital Attendance at the Middlesex Hospital , Berners Street , Oxford Street , 


Physicians : 
Dr. M'Michael, 
Dr. Hawkins, 
Dr. Watson* 
Surgeons: 
Mr. joberns, 
Mri Bell, 

. Mr. Mayo. 


Hospital attendance daily, 
except Saturday, from 
half post twelve to half 
past one* 


Medical Practice . — Acade- 
mical session of 9 months, ■ 
121.12s. Second session, 
121. 12s., after which the 
pupil will have free admis- 
sion ; or a fee of 211. at 
once, or of 91. 9s. in addi- 
tion to the first 12 1. 12s., 
if paid before the conclu- 
sion of the first session, 
entitles the pupil to free 
admission. Entrance fee 
to the apothecary, 11. Is. ; 
to the secretary, 5s. 

Surgical Practice, — The 
same as the above* 


Dispensary Attendance at the Dispensary 

Attended by Drs. Conolly, 

Thomson, Davis, and Pat- 
tiaon. 


No. 4, George Street, JSuston Square, 

Dispensary attendance daily, I For twelve months, 61. 6s* 
except Saturday, from half | 


past twelve to half past 
one. 


Table of Day and Hours of Attendance for the Pupils forming the Medical Classes . 



1 

M. 

Tu. 

W. 

Th. 

F. 

S. 

Class. 

8 to 9 

_ 

_ 

_ 



___ 


Materia Medica. 

9 .. 10 

— 


— 


— 

— 

Midwifery. 

10 .. 11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Chemistry. 

11 .. 12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Anatomy. 

12*.. 1* 

— 




— 


Clinical Medicine. 

12*.. 1* 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

— 


Hospital Attendance. 

12§.. I* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Dispensary Attendance. 

2 .. 3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Anatomy. 

3 .. 4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Comparative Anat., 15 Oct. to 31 Jan. 

S 00 4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Zoology, 1 Feb. to 30 April. 

4 .. 5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Nature and Treatment of Diseases. 

5 .. 6 

— 




— 


Surgery. 

5 .. 6l 


— 


— 



Physiology. 

7 .. 8* 

— 1 


— 


— 


Medical Jurisprudence. 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Botany, beginning of October to mid- 








dle of November, aud 1st April to 








middle of May. 


NOTES ON THE CLASSES. 

Anatomy, Mr. Pattison and Mr. Bennett are associated in the chair of anatomy. 
The descriptive anatomy of the bones, ligaments, muscles, arteries, veins, nerves, and 
lymphatics, and surgical anatomy, will be taught by Professor Pattison. The descrip- 
tive anatomy of the viscera, and general anatomy, comprising the development and 
organization of thd several tissues, by Professor Bennett. Two complete courses of 
anatomy will be delivered duiing the session. The Museum of anatomy is open to the 
medical students every day from nine in the morning to dusk. 

Demonstrations and Dissections, Mr. Bennett will be assisted by Mr. Quain. 
Weekly examinations will be held, and those pupils oply wfyq have yeplarly ah 


Digitized by v^ooQle 





UNIVERSITY OF LONDON. 9 

tended the examinations will be admitted to contend for honours and medals at the elose 
of the session. 

Physiology. In this course of lectures, the professor presents the anatomy before 
the class in a form somewhat different from that in which it is exhibited by the pro* 
feasors of anatomy, in order to secure a sound foundation for reasoning, and to join 
the knowledge of structure with that of the properties of life iu the parts. To comply 
with the regulations of the College of Surgeons and Society of Apothecaries, the stu- 
dent must attend the lectures of the professor of physiology and those of the professor 
of anatomy. 

Nature and Treatment of Diseases. These lectures are illustrated by a lam col- 
lection of drawings, made from cases exhibiting the various structural changes effected 
by disease ; and also by preparations from the Museum of Anatomy. Whenever it is 
practicable, recent morbid specimens will be presented to the class. The drawings are 
placed in frames in the museum after each lecture, for more particular examination j 
and the preparations are arranged for reference during the whole progress of the course. 

Midwifery t and Diseases of Women and Children . The subjects to be treated of by 
the professor of midwifery will be included under three principal departments, vix. 
anatomical, physiological, and pathological or practical. The two former will treat of 
the structures and functions of such parts and organs as are more or less immediately 
concerned in the practice of midwifery. The latter will treat of the actual practice of 
the art itself. Under this principal division of the course will, be given particular in- 
structions for the obstetric and medical treatment of all varieties of labours, under their 
respective beads of Natural , Preternatural , Complex , and InstrummUal ; as also 
ample histories of the most important diseases incident <o the human female during 
the several epochs of her life ; but most especially those to which she is subject during 
pregnancy, and in the puerperal state. . The. Isst. section of the course will treat of the 
principal ailments of infants during the month, and then successively of eruptive and 
other diseases of the skin, of the diseases of the alimentary organs, of the morbid phe- 
nomena incident to the process of dentition, of convulsions, and of hydrocephalus. 

' Clinical Medicine . With the exception of the introductory lectures, this course is 
given at the Middlesex Hospital. 

■ - Materia Medica and Therapeutics. A museum has been formed by the professor 
of this department for the illustration of his lectures, to which the students of his class 
have access under certain regulations. Instruction in pharmaceutical chemistry will 
be given to private pupils in the professor’s laboratory , which contains a steam appara- 
tus, and facilities for vegetable analyns. 

Chemistry. The professor proposes to give a few lectures on mineralogy and 
geology; but in order that such lectures should not interfere with other arrangements, 
they will be delivered on Saturdays. They will probably commence in the month of 
January. During the course of the session, there will be one or more classes of prac- 
tical chemistry, which will commence towards the close of January. , 

Comparative Anatomy . la this course the organisation of the whole animal .king- 
dom is considered. The varieties presented by the internal organs, and the modifica- 
tions of their functions, are examined in every class of animals. The lectures and 
demonstrations are illustrated by recent dissections, by a series of zootomioal prepara- 
tions, and by drawings. 

Medical Jurisprudence . The arrangements not finally completed. 

Medical Botany. Commence early in October, and will continue for about six 
weeks daily, except Mondays ; after .which there will be a suspension of the lectures 
till the 1st of April, when they will be resumed for six weeks more. The autumn 
course will consist of botanical demonstrations, and an explanation of the principles by 
which the properties and internal organisation of plants are to be judged of by their 
external characters. The spring course will be occupied in considering the physiology 
and comparative anatomy of vegetntion, and will comprehend the application of these; 
branches of science to agriculture, horticulture, and systematic arrangement. The course 
of botany is subdivided in this manner, in order to enable the students in the medi- 
cal school to complete their courae of botany along with the medical classes; and to 
meet the regulations of the Society of Apothecaries, and those under which the Univer- 
sity diploma is granted. But it would be to the advantage of students, if they were .to 
extend their attendance to the. whole of the spring courses, terminating in the end of 
Jane, the particulars of which may be known at the University. Although the second 
part of the spring course answer? nominally to that of the autumn,' yet the subjects em- 
ployed in illustration will be totally different. Payment to the Uuiversity for the 
autumn and whole of the spring course* 41. _ 

Hospital Attendance. Tjje students may wjtne^s hospital practice at the IVJiddlpse^ 
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$0 ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 

Hospital; which is in the vicinity of the University. Dr. Watson and Mr. Bell deliver 
clinical lectures upon their cases in the hospital. 

Dispensary Attendance ; The medical and surgical patients, and those of the profes- 
sor of midwifery, are made the subjects of clinical instruction. The method of investi- 
gating and of prescribing for diseases is expjained and illustrated, and the pupils have 
opportunities of attending patients at their own houses, and of becoming practically 
acquainted vyith the management of cases, under the superintendaace of their teachers. 


ST. BARTHOLOM EW'S HOSPITAL. 


Classes and Lecturers. 


Medicine ; Dr. Hue. 

Surgery ; Mr. Lawrence. 

Chemistry ; Dr. Hue. 

Materia Medica and Bota- 
ny ; Dr. Hue. 

Anatomy and Physiology ; 
Mr. Stanley, 

Clinical Lectures on Sur- 
gery ; Mr. Earle. 
Demonstrations and Dis- 
sections ; Mr. Skey and 
Mr. Wormald. 
Midwifery, and Diseases of 
Women and Children ; 
Dr. Conquest. 

Hospital Attendance. 
Physicians : Drs. Ro- 
berts, Hue, and Latham. 
— Surgeons : Messrs. 
Vincent, Lawrence, and 
Earle. 


Days and Honrs of Lectures. 


Tues. Thur. and Sat. at 
10 a.m. 

Mon. Wed. and Fri. at 
7 p.m. 

Mon. Wed. and Fri. at 
10 a.m. 

Tues. Wed. and Fri. at 
11£ a.m. 

Daily at 2§ p.m. 


Demonstrations daily at 
9 a.m. 

Tues. Thur. and Sat. at 
7 a.m. 

Honrs of attendance ex- 
tremely irregular. 


fees to the Courses. 


One C. 4i. 4s.; Two C. 

61. 6s. ; P. 71. 7s. 

One C. 61. 5s. ; P. 8Z. 8s. 

One C. 4i. 4s.; Two C* 
71. 7s. ; P. 8i. 8s. 

One C. 21. 2s. ; Two C. 

31. 3s. ; P. 41. 4s. 

1st C. 51. 5s. ; 2d C.41,4s.; 

3d C. 31. 3s.; P.101.10 1 . 
Gratuitous. 

One C. 31. 3s. ; P. 101. 10s. 


One C. 31. 3s. ; Two C. 
51. 5s* ; P. 81. 8s. 

Physician's upil, six 
months, 121. 12s.; P., 
321. Us. — Surgeon's 
pupil, 6 mos., 181. 18s. ; 
12 mos„ 261. 5s.— -Dress- 
er to the Sturgeons 6 mos., 
371. 16s. ; 12 mos., 5 21. 
10s. 


Surgery. This course is intended to embrace the whole of surgery, medical and 
operative. The introductory lecture will be delivered on Friday, October 1st, at half 
past two p.m. The particular subjects will be illustrated clinically, as far as the cases 
occurring in the hospital during the progress of the course will allow. # 

Medicine, Chemistry, Materia Medica, and Botany. The lectures on medicine- 
commence on Saturday, October 2nd, at ten a.m. Those on chemistry, Monday, Octo- 
ber 4th, at ten a.m. The elaboratory will be open every Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday, from nine o’clock until noon, for the preparation and repetition of the several 
experiments connected with the subject of the course, and for the general purposes of 
operative chemistry. Gentlemen entering as perpetual pupils to both lectures on 
medicine and chemistry, are considered as perpetual also to all tlie others. Clinical lec- 
tures oa the cases of patients in the hospital, will be given every Saturday at a 
quarter past eleven a.m. The course on materia medica and botany commences on Fri- 
dsy, October 8th, at a quarter past eleven a.m. 

Anatomy , fyc. These lectures commence on Saturday, October 2nd, at p.m. 
Midwifery. Pupils, when qualified, are supplied with cases of labour gratuitously. 
Morbid inspections as opportunities occur, at one o'clock. The museum of the hos- 
pital is opened every day for the admission of students. 
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ST. THOMAS* AND GOV’S HOSPITAL, 
ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 




Classes an4 Lecturers. Days and Hours of Lectures. Fees of tfce Courses. 

Medicine; Drs. tlliotson Toes. Tbur, and Sat., at lstC.3/. 3s.; 2nd C. 2/. 2 «.$ 
and Williams. 11a.m. P .61.6*. 

Materia Medica and Modi- Toes, and Fri. at 4 f.m. 1st C. 31. 3t.; 2nd C. tl. 2s. 

cal Botany ; Pr. Hoots. P. 41. 4*. 

Chemistry ; Dr. Burton. Mon. Wed. and Fri. at 11 1st C. 4L4t . ; 2nd C.2/. 2s. ; 

A.M. p. 61. 6s. 

Midw ifery, and Diseases of Mon. Wed. and Sat at 4 lstC. 31. St.; 2nd C.tl.tt. j 
Women and Children ; p.m. p. 5/. 6 t. 

Drs. Ferguson and Ash* 
burner. 

Surgery ; Mr. Green. Mon. and Wed. at 8 p.m.. One C. 31. St. ; P, 5 1. 5s. 

and after Xmas on Fri* 
days also. 

Anatomy, Physiology, and Daily at 4§ p.m.; Demon- Lectures; 1st C. 3L 3s.; 
Operations; Mr. Tyrrell strations by Mr. Solly, 2nd C. 2/. $t. ; P. 5/. 5s.; 

and Mr. South. daily, at 10 a.m. Dissections ; 1st C. 31. 3t. ; 

2nd C. tl. 2s. ; P. bl. 5s. 

Comparative Anatomy j Mr. Thiur. at 8 p*m. One C. 1L Is . ; P. 9L 9*. * 

South* 

Hospital Practice; Physi- The physicians visit daily Physician's pupil, 2yts.ji 
cians» Dr. Elliotson, Dr. at 12. Dr. Elliotson on 24i. 3s. ; 1 year 1 &L 15a ; 

Hoots, Dr. Burton. Tues. and Fri.; Dr. 9 months If/. 12s. • ♦ 

Roots onWed. and Sat. ; 

Dr. Williams on Mon. 
and Tbur. ; Dr. Burton 
sees the out-patients on 
Thurs.sndSst.stll a.m. 

Surgeons; Mr. T raven, The surgeons visit daily at Surgeon’s pupil, one year, 
Mr. Green, Mr. Tyrrell. 12. Mr. Travers on Mon. 2 61. 6t . ; 6 months 20/. ; . 

and Tbur. ; Mr. Green a second entry, if within 

on Tues. snd Fri. ; Mr 2 months, 6L 6s.; dresser 
Tyrrell on Wed. and Sat. l year 51/. 2 1 .; 6 months » 
Out-patients seen on 321. 12s. 

Mon. at 12. Opentions 
on Fri. 

Medicine. Dr. Elliotson will deliver the firat course, and Dr. Williams the second. 
A clinical lecture every Thurs. at one p.m. to the physician's pupils, by Dr. Elliotson. 

Materia Medica and Botany. The medical botany forming a part of these lectures, 
will be delivered by Mr. lliff, at the conclusion of each course, to which the pupils enter- 
inig to the materia medica will be privileged to attend. 

Surgical Practice. Clinical lectures will be given to the dressers and surgeons* 
pupils. Pupils entering to the surgical practice of St. Thomas's Hospital, are allowed 
to attend that of Gay’s. [Gentlemen who enter to the practice or the lectures at this 
hospital, are allowed the use of the library and of the reading room, so long as they 
continue attending as pupils.} 


GUY’S HOSPITAL. 

Classes and Lecturers. 

Medicine ; Drs. Bright and 
Addison. 

Me ten a Medica, &cc., and 
Medical Botany; Dr. 

Addison. 

Midwifery, and Diseases of 
Women and Children; 

Dr. Blundell. 

Physiology; Dr. Blundell. 


Days and Hours of Lectures. Fees for the Courses. 

Mon. Wed. and Fri. at 3§ 1st C. 4/. 4*. ; 2nd C. 31. St.; 


Tues. and Fri. at 7 p.m. 
Daily, at 8$ a.m. 

Mon, and Wed. at 6} p.m, 


3rdandP.*/.2r.; P.8/. 8*. 
1st C. 31. 3s . ; 2nd and p tA 
tl. ts. ; P. 4/. 4s. 

One C.3/.3<.; TwoC.5/.5r.; 
3rd, 4th, and 5th C. each 
tl. ts . ; P. 10/. 10r. 

One C. tl. ts . ; 2nd C. and 

P.2/.2r.j P.3/,3*. 
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13 ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 

GUY’S HOSPITAL--(tfo»<*nti^.) 

Chemistry ; Messrs. Aikin Tues. Thur. and Sat. at 
and A. Barry. 10}. 

Anatomy and Operations ; Daily, at 2 p.m. 

Mr. B. Cooper. , ■ ■ 

t 

Dissections. 

Surgery and Operations; Tues. Thur. and Fri. at 8 
Messrs. Key and Morgan. p.m. 

Natural Philosophy ; Mr. Thur. at 6 p jn. 

A. Barry. 

Hospital Practice ; Phygi- Attendance of the most 
cians* Drs. Cholmeley, irregular description. 

Back, Bright, and % Ad- 
dison. 

Surgeons; Messrs. Key, Ditto. 

Morgan, and B. Cooper. 


Medicine, Clinical lectures will be given by the physicians. Demonstrations in 
morbid anatomy by Dr. Hodgkin. Price for a catalogue of the museum, 15s. 

Midwifery ana Physiology. Pupils of two or more courses of midwifery become 
perpetual to physiology, by entering for one course. 

Anatomy. Lectures on the anatomy and diseases of the teeth are included in this 
course, and will be given by Mr. Bell. Comp . Anat . ; by Mr. Morgan and Mr. Bell. 

Hospital Practice . Clinical Instructions will be given by the surgeons. Demon- 
strator, Air. Edward Cock; assistant demonstrators, Mr. Smith and Mr. Hilton. Pupils 
entering to the surgical practice of Guy’s Hospital, are allowed to attend that of St. 
Thomas’s. [Pupils will be permitted the use of the library, reading room, and botanio 
garden, subject to regulations.] 

ST GEORGE’S HOSPITAL. 


1st C. 4/. 4s . ; 2nd C.3Z.Si.; 

3rd, 2Z. 2s.; P. 8/. 8s. 
One C. 51. 5s.; Two C. 
91. 9s. ) Third C. 2/. 2s.; 
P. 10/. 10s. 

Each C. 3/. 3/.; P. 10/. 10$. 
One C. 3/. 3s.; P.5/. 5s. 

One C . 2Z. 2s. ; P. 31. 3s.; 

Hospital pupils 1/. Is. less* 
Physician’s pupil, 9 mos. 
12/. 13s.; 12 mos. 17/. 18s.; 
P. 24/. 4s. 

Surgeon's pupil, 6 mos. 20/.; 
12 mos. 26/. 6s. ; Dresser, 
6 mos. 32/. 12s* ; 12 mos. 
51/. 2s. 


Classes and Lecturers. 


Medicine; Drs. Chambers 
and M‘Leod. 

Surgery; Messrs. Brodie 
and Hawkins. 

Materia Medica ; Drs. 

M‘Leod and Seymour. , 
Midwifery and Diseases of 
Women and Children ; 
Mr. Stone and Dr. H. 
Davie*. 

Botany; Mr. Burnett. 

Hospital Practice ; Physi- 
cians, Drs. Hewitt, Sey- 
mour, and W}lson. 


Surgeons ; Messrs. Brodie, 
Keate, and Hawkins. 


Days and Hours of Lectures. 

Mon. Wed. and Fri. at 1 1§ 
a.m. 

Mon. Wed. and Fri. at 7 
a. in. 

Tues. Thurs. and Sat. at 
11§ a.m, 

Mon. We.d. and Fri. at 10} . 


Tues. Thurs. and Sat, at 
7 p.m. 

The physicians and sur- 
geons attend usually at 
12§ each day. Patients 
received on Wed. Ope- 
rations on Thur. at 1 p.m. 


Fees to the Courses. 


IstC. 31. 3$.; 2nd C. 2/.2r.; 
P.6/. 6s. 

1st C. 3/. 3s. i P. 51. 5s. 

1st C. 31. 3s . ; 2nd C. 2/.2$. ; 
P. 6t. 6s. 

Each C. 3/. 3$.; P.5/. 5s. 


One C. 11. Is . ; P. 2 Z. 2s. 

Physician’s pupils ; 9 mos. 
12/. 12 s . ; 12 mos. 16/. 16s. 
P. 25/. 4s. ; fee to apo- 
thecary 1/. Is. 

Surgeon's pupils; 6 mos. 
15/. 15s. ; 12 mos. 21/.; 
P. 52/. 10s. 


# Hospital Practice . Clinical lectures are given gratuitously to the pupils of the hos- 
pital, by Drs. Hewitt and Seymour, and Messrs* Brodie and Hawkins; and lectures 
on pathology, by Dr. Wilson, of which notice will be given. Pupils entering for 
twelve months, are allowed to dress the patients for three months without additional 
fep ; the perpetual pupils are entitled tQ (Jres» twice, and algo tp bp bouse SUWOHS 

wlw proper^ qnqlified for tbp office, # * 
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Classes and Lecturers. 


Days and Honrs of Lee tores. 


tt- — t ■ ,r rrr 

Tues. Thor. Fri. at 3$ p.m. 

Wed. and Fri. at 9 ajn. 
Mon. Wed. and Fri. at 1 10 


Tues. Thur. and Sat. at 10 
a. m. 

Daily at l£ p.m. 


Mon. and Wgd. at 7 p.m. 
Daily at 11§ a.m. • 


Clinical Lectures by Drs. 
Billing and Gordon, on 
Sat. at 3§ p.m. 

Clinical observations oc- 
casionally by Sir W. 
Blizard. 


fees for the Courses. 


Trri 


Medicine; Dr. Billing. 


Meteria Medica and Medi- 
cal Botany ; Dr. Cobb. 
Midwifery, and Diseases of 
Women and Children; 
Dr. Ramshothahi arid Dr. 
F. H. Ramsbothani. ' 
Chemistry; Dr. Gordon^ 

Anatomy, Physiology, and 
Oper&tjons; Mr. Head- 
ington and Mr. Luke. 
Surgery ; Mt. Luke. 
Demonstrations and Dis- 
sections ; Messrs. Adams 
and Hamilton. 

Hospital Practice; Physi- 
, pumj| r I)r.Framptoo, Dr. 
Baling, Dr. Gordon. 

Surgeon* Sfe W. Blizard, 
Mr. Headington,Mr. An* 
, drewsi / 


The surgical lectures are free to students of the 


1st C. 41. 4#. ; C~3f.3i. ; 

two C., 6L 6s. ;P. 71, 7s. 
1st C. 31. 3s. ; 2nd C. */.♦## j' 

p ; 4f; 4jri' - - ^ 

IstC. 3 li 3 3 . ; fad C.-2I 

P.8/. 8#. : ^ " ' 

.... /. 

; , I’. 

1st C. 4/. 4#.*, 2ndC.3£S*.$ 
two C. 6 1. 6 $. ; P. 81.6#. 
1st C.5/.5 s . ; 2ndC.4/. 4#.; 
3rd C. 3/. 3#.; P. 10/.19#w> 

1st C. 3/. 3#.; P. 51. 5s. 

3 C. each 3/. 3#.; P. 10/. 10#. 


Physician's pupils, 9 
10/.lQf.; l2ihos.l.V.lAf. ' 
P. 20/.; Apothe&t^s 
fee, If. t ^ 

Surgeon’s pupil^, 6 irion ! tbs 
21/.; 12 mos. 3lt, lCfc ; 
Library ll. * ^ , , 

anatomical class. . 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 

The only lectures at this hospital are Clinical Lectures , delivered by Mr. C. Bell to 
the physician’s pupils, and lectures ou Midwifery , and the Diseases of Women and 
Ckildren y by Dr. Ley. l ' 

The cost of attendance on the Hospital Practice is as follows : — Pbysiciatt’^pUpH , 
6 mos. 10/. 10#. ; 9 mos. 12/. 12#. ; 12 mos. 15/. 15#. Perpetual, 22// 1#.—Su rgeodV 
pupil : 3 mos. 10/. 10#. ; 6 mos. 15/. 15#. ; 12 mos. 21/. Perpetual, 52/. 10#.-*4Dkdsaer 
for 6 mos. 21/. ; foi*12 mos. 31/. 10#. — Extrance fee to the apothecary, 1/. 1L — 
secretary, 5s. From the dresser the house-surgeon ia elected agte^Ubty to his daMrd'bf 
entrance. A pupil may be allowed 3 mos. dressing! by paying 10J; 10#'. extffti’ Th*^. 
physicians and surgeons visit at 12 on Mon. Wed. and Sat. The takihg-ifc dayie>Vifds. 
at 12. The out-patients are seen on Thurs. !< / 

Dr. Ley’s lectures commence on Monday, Oct. lltb. His terms are, for * 'stagte 
course, 31.3s. Perpetual, 5/. 5#., which latter will give the liberty 6f attending I>fi- 
Ley’s practice at the hospital. The student, when qualified, will have opportunities of 
attending labours : * 1 

" ' • , * .i.' i » 

WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 

Clinical Lectures are occasionally given by the physicians and surgeons, and ale 
the only lectures delivered in this hospital. 

The cost of attendance on the Hospital Practice is as follows: — Physician's pupils 
(admitted lo attend the practice of the pbyaiciana) for 6 mos. to pay 10/. 10‘s. ; for She 
year, 1 51- ; perpetual, 21/. — Surgeon’s pupils (admitted to attend the practice of the . 
surgeons) for 6 mos. 12 1. 12#. ; perpetual, 21/. Pupils are allowed in turn to bhsome 
dressers without an additional fee, ou expressing a desire to that effect to the liouSe^ 
surgeon. 
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WEBB STREET AND ALDERSGATE STREET SCHOOLS. 

THEATRE OE ANATOMY AND MEDICINE, 

fPe bh Street, Maze Pond, Borough, 

T— < . ’ ■ I 

Fees for the Coarse. 

Lectures and Dissections ; 
one C t 64 5*. ; two C» 
8/. 8 St j P. 104 10s. 

One Ct 44 4s.; tifo C. 

64 6s* ; P. 84 8* 

One C. S4 3s. j t wo 0. 4/ . 4f. ; 
P. 54 5s. 

One C; 44 4s. ; 2nd G. and 
eaolufteJrjS/Jfr* ; F. 64 6s. 

OneC.343s. ;tw#C.545f.; 

P <64 6* 

Anatomy! , Sfd. Mr. Grainger delivers the introductory lecture at $ 11 a. In., Friday, 
October lit. 

Medicmt* Tb ft first lecture, F rid ay , . Oct.lstl, ttt 4 i TLte same course will Ae 

delivered at 24,.GdW4n Street; Bedford Squm*; tit 8 tt.ta* of the tMUfee dfcys os la Webb 

$Satei'ia Medica and Botany . The first lectures on mOtdria medics, Tuesday, Oct. 5, 
at;$ lO ftvftL On bttinjr; Saturday; Oct. t t 10, and tbe^kratsei repeated at 8 a.m.in 
GonefuSiaeot. f-A tfcrgj cabinet da fitted up with good aOd bad specimens of erery 
medicine now in use, and witli botanical drawings ; all Of which Witt --bn open to the 
daily, ipepeotitw M tfioae siwdent* who attend this course of materia medica. In the 
Bmprneri season. Dr. Boot* wad accompany students- on weekly botanical excursions in 
the neighbourhood of lifitf diJH; - < v ' ' 

Midwifery, ife. Labours free of expense to tbe pupils. [Mr. High ley is authorised . 
to enter-pupils to all the above* leetnvesl] 


Classes and Lecturers. 


Anatomy and Physiology, 
Demonstrations, &c. ; 
Messra.Graingerand Pil- 
cher, with Mr. C. Mil- 
lard. 

Medicine ; Dr. Boott. 

Materia Medica and Bota- 
ny j Dr. Boott. 

Chemistry; Mr. Cooler. ’ 


Midwifery, ihd Diseases of 
Wodteh and Children $ 
Dr. K. Lee. 


Bays and Hours of Lectures. . 

Daily, at 2 p.m.; Exami- 
nations weekly* 


Mon. Wed. and Fri. at 4 

p.m, 

Tues. Thor, and Sat. at 
£ 10 a.m. 

Mon. Wed. and Fri. at £ 10 
a. m. Examinations 
weekly. 

Tues, Tiinr. pnd Slit, at 
4 p.m. 


G A4r -45 G4 

58, Alders gate Street. 


Classes and Lecturers. 

Days and Hours of Lectures. 

Fees for the Course. 

Anatomy and Physiology; 

JMr. Jones Qunin. 
Anatomy with Dissections ; 
Mr. J. Quain and Mr. 
Evans. 

,4;o.i- •!/ »>'? , . 

Surgery ; Mr. Tyrrell. 

Daily, at ‘id a.m. 

Daily. 

Toes. Thors, and Fri. at 

One C. 34 3s . ; two C. 

51. 5s.; Pi 64 6s, 

One C. 34 3s. ; two C. 
4/. 4s. ; P. 61. 6s. Per- 
pefOal to all the above, 
104 10s. 

One C. 34 3s. ;• P. 54 5s. 

Medicine ; Dr. Clutterbuck. 

7 p.m. 

Mon. Wed. and Fri. at 

One C. 34 3s. ; two C. 

Materia Medica ; Dr.C. J. 

10 a.m. 

Tues. Thur. and Sat. at 

51. 5s. ; P. 61. 6s. 

One C. 34 3s. ; 2nd C. 

Roberts. /I 

Chtmistry; Mr. Cooper. 

10 a in. 

Tues. Thur. and Sat. at 

242 s.; P. 44 4s. 

One C. 41. 4s. ; 2nd C. 

Midwifery, and Diseases af 

11 a.m. 

Tues. Wed. and Fri. at 

2/. 2s. ; P. 61. 6s. 

One C. 3/. 3s.; two C. 

Women and Children ; 
Mr. Waller. 

£ 6 p.m. 

51. 5s.; P. 74 7s. 


Anatomy and Dissections. Entry os perpetual pupil to both, 10/. 10a*. 

Materia Medica , Chemistry, and Midwifery. Perpetual entry to these three, 
144 14s. A cabinet of materia medica will be at all times open for the inspection of the 
pupils. Pupils, when duly qualified, will have ample opportunities of attending labours 
free of expense. Obstetrical examinations and conversations will he held, during the 
season, at Mr. Waller’s residence. Prizes as usual in the spring. 

Digitized by Google 





WINDMILL ST, SC.— FEVER HO SP,— DEAN ST. SC. 15 

Entry to the lectures, certificates of which are required St the Royal College of Sur- 
geons, and at Apothecaries Hall, Ml. If*. Perpetual to all the lectures, 344. 13s. 
The above lectures ore so afratigad, as not to Interfere wftli one another, nor with the 
attendance on the practice at the hospitals. The lectures commence Friday, Oct. 1st. 

THEATRE OF ANATOMY, 

Utile Windmill Street. 


Classes and Lecturers. 


Anatomy, Physiology, &o* 
with Demonstration* and 
Dissections j Mr. E. W* 
Tuson. 

Surgery $ Mr. Guthrie. 

Medicine*; Dr.Sigmond. 

Materia Med., Chemistry, 
and Botany; Dr. Stew- 
ard. 


Day* and Hoars of Lectures. 


Daily at 2 § . Commence 
Oct. 1st. 1 


Not announced. 

Mon. Wed. and Fri.at 4 
a.m. Commence Oct. 4. 
Tues. Thur. and Sat. at 9 
a.m. Commence Oct, 5. 


Fees for the Courses. 


One C. 54. 5i. ; P.15/* 15 
Old pupils, P. 10/. 10 gm 


One C. SU, St . ; P. hi. Si. 
One C. 3/. 3# . ; P. to these 
and Dr. Steward’s, 8/. 8r. 
0*eC.3J.3x.; P. to these 
and Dr. Sigmoid’*, QL 8 1. 


Midwifery, &c. ; Mr. Jewel. 


Tuei. Thur. and Sat. atrT 
fr.tai. Commenicd Oct £. 


One C. 31. Si.; P. 51.5*. 

■ ■ ■ > ■ i 1 ii 


Mr. Toson delivers three courses during the year, each co mm e o e i hg 
the fifst day in Oetv Feb. dtod Jane. A private course of a — tcmi on l itastraatibm and 
examinations to gentlemen who wish speedily to qualify themselves for the Collsfcr 

or Halil - v< 

Stcrgery* CHmcal lectures da surgery prill be delivered by Mn GutWi*atth4 
Westminster ttoeptuth had on the dieeases *©f Jibe eye at tbe'Royal Wesfintort err ’ 
OphthaMe Hoijdtal. •• * * - ’ ■ v ( ' * u 

Midwifery. Casen psavtted for pwfils wxthoutexpedaav-w>tbi4lhhoal<1aatmtiSm, 
Apprentices of practitioners, resident ia towny will faa>fufenwb»d d5th<ui*eaet tinfewtiur 
best suited to their convenience. Members of the Royal Collage e’ $utg4oat< and 1 
medicnl officers ia the public services, will be presented wkh gratuitous ti<*t t* ef 4d<- 
mission to the lectures upon application to Mr. Jewel. < Geetlemen. in acfoil practice; 
not members of the College,jariH hg.fcgfi tfl thfiL l^QtBJTf l lipon payment for one course. 




LONDON FEVfcR HOSPITAL 

Contains sixty beds, £as two attending phynteiaos, a resident medical pfficer, and, 
taken altogether, is one of the best-conducted hospitals in London. The visiting phy- 
sicians are Dr. Tweedie and Dr. Southwood Smith; who attend daily, and will deliver 
Clinical lectures, if a sufficient number of pupils enter. The cases are figularly take 04 
daily reports are made, and the books are left in the wards for inspections The eblry to 
perpetoaiatteaoailee is ten pounds ten shillings. - 1 ‘ - * • ' ; ' 


THEATRE OF MEDICttfB ARB CHEMISTRY, 

No. XfDectn- Street, Borough. 

Medieme % bj Dp Whiting j on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and F ridays, at 5$ p. m. The 
Introductory Lecture will he given Oct 1st, 
at o^p.m. Terms: one course, three gui- 
neas ; twe courses, fve guineas ; perpetual 
six guineas. > , 

Me ter hi Medica and Botany^ by Dr^ 
Whiting ; opTue^days, Thuiadnys, and Sa- 
turdays, at I to 10 p. m. The introductory 
Lecture will be delivered on Saturday even- 
ing, at 5£ p. M. Terms : one course, three 
guinCiis ; jjerpehiaJ, at one payment, .four 
guineas ; ofie bourse of theory and practice 


of Medicine, and one Materia Medica, five 
guineas; two courses, ofiedchv- 'eight guiV 
ness ; perpetual to both, ten guineas. The 
lectures cm JttuteridMedicatvUhbfe illustrated 
by chemical demonstrations, specimens of 
drugs, dried plants, anfhbotpnkfcl tfrawingSv 
Chemistry, by Mr. Everitt; onMotidSys, 
Wednesdays 4 and Fridays, alr'I to 10 a. Mi 
The 1 n tf ochre to rv Lecture will be delivered 
Oct. to 10 a jc. Termas pc© course, 

threerguinyas ; two itduises. fire guin^Cs ; 
perpetual, six guiueas ( hemued Manipu- 
lation . — Instruction given in practical che- 
mistry, to gentlemen wishing to study this 
science more especially, in the taboratory 
cqtuiecled with the Theatre ; h^ ilij. Everitt. 
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DISPENSARIES AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 


Miiwjfeqf y and. Diseases of Women and 
Children, by Dr. Russell ; on Mondays. 
Wednesdays, and. .Fridays, at £ to 4 a. m. 
Terns: one course, thjcee guineas; two 
courses, live guineas; perpetual, six .gui- 
neas. Gentlemen entering to these lectures 
may attend, the cases of the Lying-in Cha- 
rity, established in the Borough. 


' NEW MEDICAL SCHOOL, 

34, Brewer Street , Windmill Street , 
Golden Square, 

Anatomy, physiology, pathology, de- 
monstrations, and dissections, by Mr. 
Sleigh and' Mr. Costello, one course, 
5 L 5s.; perpetual, 12/. 12s. To those 
who have entered elsewhere, perpetual, 
61. 6s. The principles and practice of me- 
dicine, by Dr. Ryan, one course, 3/. 3s. ; 
perpetual, 51. 5s. The principles and ope- 
rations of surgery, by Mr. Sleigh, one 
course, 2/. 2 s . ; perpetual, 4/. 4$. Chemis- 
try, Materia Medics, and Botany, by Dr. 
Epps, one course, 4/. 4s. ; perpetual, 61. 6s. 
Midwifery, and the diseases of women and 
children, by Dr. Ryan, one course, ,31. 3s . ; 
perpetual, 51. 5s. Natural Philosophy, by 
Mr. Browne, one course, 2/. 2 s . ; perpetual, 
41. 4s. Perpetual. to lectures on practice of 
physic and midwifery, 8 1. 8s. A system of 
catechetical lectures on anatomy, physio- 
logy, pathology, and surgery, by Mr. 
Sleigh. The pupils of this class, free; to 
others for the season, 51. 5s. The school 
will open with Mr. Sleigh’s introductory 
lecture, on Friday, Oct. the 1st, at 9 p. m. 

SURREY DISPENSARY, 

Union Street , Borough . 

’ Medical Practice. Pupils entering to 
this institution are entitled to attend every 
day in the week (Sundays excepted) Cli- 
nical observations upon the cases and clini- 
cal” lectures will be delivered by the physi- , 
cians. Weekly examinations by the apothe- 1 
cory in materia medica, pharmaceutical 
chemistry, and the practice of physic. Bo* 
tanical drawings, and a collection of materia 
medica, are kept for the use of the pupils, j 
Physicians ; Dr. Forbes, Dr. Roe, Dr. j 
Whiting. — Terms of attendance, for six 
months, 51. 5s. ; from six to twelve months, 
71. 7s . ; perpetual, 12 L 12 s. 


CENTRAL INFIRMARY AND DISPENSARY, 

Greville Street , Hatton Garden . 

Gentlemen are admitted to attend the 
medical and surgical practice of the institu- 
tion. Terms of medical attendance : perpe- 
tual, 8 guineas ; twelve months, 5 guineas. 

Dr. Ramadge commences his lectures on 
medicine, materia medica, medical botany, 


[and chemistry, in October, February, and 
[ May, at a quarter before eight a.m. Terms : 
— Lectures on the theory and practice of 
physic, and examinations ; for one course, 
3 guineas ; perpetual, 5 guineas. Lectures 
on chemistry, materia medica, and medical 
botany ; for One course, 3 guineas; perpe- 
tual, 5 guineas; perpetual to all the lec- 
tures, 8 guineas. - Gentlemen entering as 
perpetual pupils to the lectures and medical 
practice, are entitled to opportunities of 
examining dead bodies, and of attending 
(gratuitously) the infirmary for asthma, con- 
sumption,’ &c. Evening examinations and 
clinical instructions will be given on alternate 
evenings, to which all medical students may 
obtain gratuitous admission* 


GENERAL DISPENSARY, 

36,* Aldersgate Street. . 

Attendance on the. medical, practice of 
this institution is permitted. During the 
winter season, gratuitous clinical and other 
lectures are delivered weekly. A cabinet 
of materia medica is kept for the use of 
pupils. Consulting-physician, Dr. George 
Birkbeck. Physicians ; Dr. Clutterbuck, 
Tues. and Fri., at 1 p. m. ; Dr. Lambe, 
Wed. and Sat., at 1p.m.; Dr. C. I. Ro- 
berts, Mon. and Thurs., at 1 p. m. Terms, 
for an unlimited period, seven guineas. 


Surgery ; Mr. King, four years surgeon 
interne at the Hotel JDieu , and late of the 
Aldersgate Street School, intends delivering 
complete courses of lectures on surgery and 
medical jurisprudence, during the ensuing 
session. The arrangements are not yet 
finally completed, but we believe Mr. King 
has it also in contemplation to form a new 
school, the leading principle of which is to 
be, u that the permanent interests of tlia 
pupils should form the basis of all its regu- 
lations.” 

Anatomy and Surgery. Mr. Catpue.72, 
Dean Street, Soho, will commence his lec- 
tures on Friday, Oct. 1st, and continue 
them daily at 9 a.m. . 


Anatomy , Physiology , and Surgery. Mr. * 
Dermott, Westminster Dispensary, 9, Ger- 
rard Street, Soho, will give Lectures and 
Demonstrations. Lectures, daily, half-past 
three p.m. Demonstrations, half-past ten 
a. m. Dissections continued through the 
day. The introductory lecture, half-past 
three p.m., October 1. Perpetual to the 
whole, 10/. 10$. Old pupils, 51. 5s. Gen- 
tlemen in practice, giatuitous. Private 
catechetieal instruction till qualified to paes a 
5U 5s. 

> 
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Sargmy. — Mr. Howshtp, 21, Savilfo- 
row, will cobimbm t oourse of lectures on 
(he prueiplM and practice of Surgery, on 
the first Monday in Oct. at eight p.m., and 
continue them every evening, (Sundays ex- 
cepted) at the same hour. Two coarsen 
are given during the season, which begins 
in Oct. and terminates in June. The weekly 
examination of the students is held every 
Saturday evening, from nine to ten. Terms : 
each course, three guineas ; perpetual, five 
guineas. Medical officers of the army or 
navy, on presenting a letter of introduction 
from the heads of their respective depart- 
ments, will be considered entitled to a card. 


Anatomy , Physiology , %c. Mr. Greville 
Jones, 8, Hatton Garden, will deliver a 
course of two divisions on the above 
branches, and on their application to pa- 
thology and surgery ; with daily examina- 
tions and dissections. Terms, one course 
of lectures, 41. 4s. One course of de- 
monstrations , 31. 3s. Perpetual to the whole, 
102. 10s. Private instruction is also afford- 
ed. Commence, Tuesday, October 5, at 
half-past two p. x. 

Anatomy, Physiology , Pathology , as& 
Surgery. Mr. H. Mayo gives two courses 
of lectures annually ; one of which com- 
mences on the 1st of October, and termi- 
nates towards the middle of January ; the 
seeond commences on the 20th of January, 
and terminates early in May. A lecture is 
given daily (Wednesdays excepted^, be- 
ginning at half-past two o'clock. A room 
is opened for dissections from the 10th of 
October to the 20th of April ; during this 
period an anatomical demonstration will be 
given daily by Mr. Tatum. Examinations 
are held tivfce a week. Terms of anato^ 
mical lectures : 1st course, 51. 5s. ; 2nd 
course, 42. 4t. ; 3rd course, 31. 3s. ; perpe- 
tual, 102. 10#. Demonstrations and dis- 
sections, each course, 31. 3s.; perpetual, 
102. 10#. 

Anatomy and Surgery. Mr. Smith, 47, 
Gerard Street, Soho Square, commences his 
lectures on anatomy and physiology, with 
demonstrations and dissections, the first 
week in October. Anatomy and physiology, 
a lecture daily. Single course, 32. 3s. ; two 
courses, entered together, 52. 5#. Demon- 
strations with dissections, &c., by and under 
the daily superintendence of Mr. Smith : 
single course, 31. 3#. ; two courses entered 
together, 42. 4#. -For entry to anatomy, 
demonstrations, surgery, and examinations, 
single course, 52. 5s. ; two courses entered 
together, 82. 8#. Principles, practice, and 
operation of surgery, a lecture three times a 
week ; single course, 22. 2#. Perpetual to 

No. 369. 


the whole of (he lectures, demonstrations, 
Ac., 102. 10#. 

Surgery. Mr. Evans Riadore will com- 
mence his course of lectures on the prin- 
ciples mnd practice of surgery, on the 6th 
of October, at 8 p. M.,mt his residence, 17, 
Tsvistook Square, and to be continued 
daily. Two courses will be delivered during 
the season, commencing as above and 
ending in May. Each perpetual pupil will 
have an opportunity of performing nearly 
all the operations in surgery on the deed 
subject, at Mr. Evans Riadore’s expense, 
and under his instructions, and every pupil 
may perform the minor operations, lackid- 
ing tli® application of dressing and band- 
ages, the stethoscope, stomach pump, Ac. 
An examiuation will be held every Saturday 
evening after lecture. Terms, two courses, 

31. 3s. ; perpetual, 52. 5#. 

Anatomical Demonstrations and Dissqc* 
turns. Mr. Lowe Wheeler, 18, Giltapur 
Street, will deliver two courses in the sea- 
son, at 11 a. x. daily, commencing on 
Saturday, Oct. 2. Terms, one course, 32. 3#. 
Perpetual, 82. 8#. 

Anatomy , Physiology, and Diseases of 
Domestic Animals. Mr. Youatt, 3, Nassau 
Street, Middlesex Hospital, will begin two 
courses of sixty' lectures each on the above 
branches, on Tuesday, Oct. 12, at 8 p.m., 
and continue them ou each Tuesday, Thurs- 
day, and Saturday, at the same hour. These 
lectures will illustrate to the medical stu- 
dent the adaptation of structure in domestic 
animals, to the various purposes for which 
they were destined ; the modification of 
function which a variety of organisation 
occasions ; and the character and treatment 
of disease resulting from difference of struc- 
ture and function. To the veterinary pupil 
and amateur the lectures present so equal 
source of interest. Terms, each course, 

32. 3#., or both courses, 52. 5s. 

Physiology , Pathology , and Morbid Ana- 
tomy. Mr. Wade will deliver a course of 
lectures at the Westminster General Dis- 
pensary, 9, Gerrard Street, Soho, at 8 p.m. 
every Tuesday during the season, commenc- 
ing Oct. 5th, on the above subjects, in illus- 
tration of their practical application to me- 
dicine and surgery. Terms; one course, 
12. 1#. ; perpetual, 22. 2#. 

Medicine , Materia Medica , Botany, and 
Medical Classics . Dr. Collier, 32, Spring 
Gardens, instructs pupils in the above 
branches. The terms for the whole course, 
which is intended to be commensurate with 
what is required by the new regime of the 
C 
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Apothecaries’ Hall, are 21 l. Medical offi- 
cers of the navy and army, half the fee, 
with private examinations, &c. prior to their 
official examinations. 


Medicine , Midwifery, and Medical Juris- 
prudence, Dr. Ryan will commence his 
lectures on these branches in October, 
February, and May. Principles and prac- 
tice of medicine, one course, 3/. 3s. ; per- 
petual, 51. 5s, Midwifery, one course, 
SI. Ss. ; perpetual, 51. 5s. Medical Juris- 
prudence, one course, 2/. 2s.; perpetual, 
31. Ss. Perpetual to all the lectures, 8/. 8s. 


Medicine , Materia Medica , Botany , tyc. 
Dr. Tweedie will commence his lectures 
on the Theory and Practice of Medicine, 
at his Class Room, No. 90, Bartholomew- 
close, on Saturday, the 2d Oct. at ten a. m. 
These lectures will be continued on Mon- 
days, Wednesdays, and Fridays, till the 
conclusion of the course. Dr. Tweedie’s 
lectures pn Materia Medica, including The- 
rapeutics and Medical Botany, commence 
on Tuesday, 4he 5tU Oct. at teu a.m. and 
will be continued on Todays, Thursdays, 
and Saturdays, at the same hour. Terms: 
Medicine, for one oourse three guineas, for 
two courses five guineas ; Materia Medica 
and Therapeutics, for one course three gui- 
neas, for two courses four guineas; perpe- 
tual to both courses, seven guineas. 


Medicine , Chemistry , and Materia Me * 
dica . l>r. Ager, 85, Oreat Portland Street, 
commences his lectures on the above 
brandies, on Monday, Oct. 4, at 8§ a.m. 
Examinations are held. Terms— Theory and 
practice of physic, 1st course, 41. 4s.; 2nd 
cofcrse, 31 . Ss. ; perpetual, 8/. 8s. — Chemis- 
try and Materia Medica, the same. Single 
course of all the lectures, 71. 7s. ; perpetual, 
10/. 10s. The lectures on the materia me- 
* dica will be continued every Mon. Wed. 
and Frh p those on diemistry every Tues. 
Thur. and Sat;, at the same hour. • The 
lectures on the practice of physic will begin 
after the first course on the materia medica, 
two courses of each will be given every 
year. 

Medicine. Dr.G.Gregory will commence a 
course of lectures ou the theory and practice 
of physic, bn Monday, October 4, at 9 a.m., 
at the Sr. George’s and St. James's Dispen- 
sary, 60, King Street, Golden Square, to 
be continued on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays, from ninb to ten 'o’clock. ; three 
courses are given during the year. The 
first commences in October ; the second 
about the 20th of January ; and the third in 
May, terminating early In August. The 


lectures on Variola and its modifications 
will be illustrated by a clinical commentary 
on cases in the Small Pox Hospital. 

Materia Medica, Medical Botany, fyc, Div 
Webster, in connexion with the above, will 
deliver a course of lectures on materia me- 
dica, medical botany, and pharmacy, on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, front 
eight to nine o’clock ; three courses are 
given in each year. A cabinet is always 
open for the inspection of pupils. Terms i 
— rFor the practice of physio ; ope course* 
3/. 3s.; two courses, 51. 5s.; perpetual, 
71, 7s. For Materia Medica; one course, 
2/. Vs.; two courses, 4/. 4s.; perpetual, 
ol. 5s. ; for two courses of the practice, with 
two of materia medica, 3/. 8s. : perpetual to. 
both courses, 10/. 10s. Pupils are admitted 
to attend the medical practice of the St; 
George’s and St. James's Dispensary, antf 
of the Small Pox and Vaccination Hospital 
at St. Pancras. ■ ’ 


Chemistry, Materia Medica , and Medieai 
Botany. Mr. Pereira, General Bfsftbnsaryj 
36, Alderegate Street, will feowmence m 
course of lectures on chemistry, 
day, October 2 , at tea a . u.i to Bef^Sntinued 
eyery Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, 
from ten to eleven a . m . Terms, one course, 
3/. 3s. ; perpetual, 5J. 5s. And a course or 
lectures on materia medica, &c., on Wed- 
nesday, October 6 , at half-past four p.m, 
Terms, one course, 1/. Is. ; perpetual 4/. 4s. 
The course well illustrated, and examina- 
tions held. Pupils entering to .both of the 
above courses, for one course of each, 4/. 4s. ; 
two of each, 51. 5s. ; perpetual to the Whole, 
6/. 6s. 

Chemistry, Materia Medica, Botany, 
$*<?. Mr. J. L. Wheeler, 18, Giltspnr Street, 
will commence a course of lectures on the- 
above subjects on Friday, Oct let. Terms: 
Chemistry, one course, St. 3s«i - perpetual,’ 
61 . 6 $. Matept medica, Qae course, 2&i 
perpetual, 4/. 4s. ; perpetual to both, 

Chemistry. — Mr. Brande and Mr. F#g& 
day will deliver a course of Lectifr^^U.. 
Chemistry, in the laboratory uf rtie Rbyat 
Institution, to commence Oct. 5tfi\'gt9 A.tf., 
and to be continued every Tuesday^ llhurs- 
day, and Saturday. Two courses are|iv<?n. 
during the Season, which terminates in Juftd. 
Terms: The admission fee to each doursV 
is 4/. 4s. ; or, by paying 8/. 8$., gentlemen , 
are entitled to attend for an unlimited time 1 . 
Gentlemen, whb ate in actual attendancAt 
the medical and anatomical schools 
London, are admitted to attend two cbUTses 
of the obbve lectures, upon the payment of 
six guineas. Life and annuol subscriherS to 
the Royal Institution are admitted tdthe 
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above lectures, on payment of two gnineus 
lor each course j or, by paying 61. 6tw, are 
entitled to attend for an unlimited time. 


Medical Belong. Mr. Houlton, No. 11* 
Grove-place, Alpha-road, will give two 
courses of lectures on Botany, as applied to 
Medicine, during the ensuing session ; com- 
mencing on the first Wednesday in Oct. and 
May, at eight a. m., and to be continued at 
the same hour every Wednesday and Satur- 
day morning. Mr. Houlton has in cultiva- 
tjon, at his residence, upwards of one hun- 
dred of the most important medicinal plants. | 
Terms: one course, one guinea ; perpetual, I 
two guineas. 

Midwifery. asu^Diseases of Women and 
Children . Mr. Shipman, 2, Guilford Street, 
Russel Square, wiH commence his lectures 
on the shore subjects, on Tuesday the Mb 
of October, at eight o’clock in the evening, 
and will continue them every Tuesday and 
Thursday at the same hour. Pupils, when 
duly qualified, will ha? e an ample supply of 
cases.. Terms, one course, tl . 2s. ; two 
courses, 91. 5s. ; perpetual, 51. 5s. 


Midwifery , and Diseases of Women 
and Children. Dr. Power, 6, Leicester 
Plsc?, Leinster Square, commences his 
lectures on the shove branches, on Tuesday, 
Oct. 5, at 4 p.m., and continues every Tues. 
Thus. aqd at 4 p,m. Pupils, when! 
qualified, will have cases of labour to attend 
gratuitously. Examinations weekly. Terms, 
one course, tl. 2 * ; two courses, 4 1. 4 s. ; 
perpetual, 51.5s. * 

Midwifery, and Diseases of Women and 
Children. Dr. Thomas BlundeH wrl! com- 
mence hi* nutumoal course on the above 
subjects, on Friday, October 1st, at 7 p.m., 
at 90, Bartholomew Close, and continue the 
same on every alternate evening at that 
hour. Pupils when qualified supplied with 
coses gratuitously. Terms: For oue course, 
SI. Ss. ; Perpetual, 51. 5s. Army and Navy 
surgeons ore free to these lectures. 


Anatom* Physiology, md Pathpbgy of 
the Mr? John Harjrjspp Cur|is will 

commence <i course of lectures on the above 
subject oil Friday, 1st October, at 7 r. m., 
•t ^ IjQ jal JJifpeq^iry for Diseases of lbs 
Eq^ylO, Dean-street, Soho-square ; to be. 
concluded in May, A Clinical lecture will 
be giy?$ pocs«M»utd)y» on the most important 
css? s^t MM* # .1^1 Dispensary- 

The T^ysl IjUpeniarv is open to Pupils, 
Toms': atleMSnct, three months, d/« 5#.; 


six months, 81. 8s.; perpetual, 101.10*.; lec- 
tures, single course, 2L2s^ two oouvses, 31.3#.; 
perpetual, 51. 5s. 

Forensic Medicine. Dr. O’Sbanghnessy 
will commence a course of lectures on Fo- 
rensic Medicine early in October, the par- 
ticulars of which will shortly be announced. 

Medical Jurisprudence. Mr. Mingay 
Syder, Borough, will give instruction in 
the above branch, on Thursdays and Satur- 
days, at eight p. m. 

Tuition for the College, Hall , and Public 
Boards — Dr. Durie, 26, Thavies Inn, Hoi- 
born, gives private instruction to gentlemen 
preparing for examination at the above in- 
stitutions on all the requisite brandies of 
medical science and medical Latin, with the 
use of an arranged cabinet of drugs. Terms : 
Apothecaries’ Had or College (private pu- 
pils) per month, 2/. ft. ; unlimited time. 

1 51. 3s. A class meetin£‘daily, and limited 
to six with Latin. Apothecaries’ Hall or 
College (each pupil), p$r month, 51. Ss„ 
pro re nata. Medical Latin per se in a 
class per quarter (twice a Week) , or per 
month (daily), each pupil, tl. ts.; private 
pupils ditto, 41. 4s. 


Private Tuition for the College , Hall, 
and Public Boards, is given by Messrs. 
Harding and Evans, 14, Beak Street, lie- 
gent Street. Terms for preparing for ex- 
amination at each institution, 51. 5s. 


Tuition for the College and Hall. Mr. 
Ilawker, 4, Weston Street, Maze Pond, 
Borough, will continue to farm classes dur- 
ing the session, preparatory to the College 
and Hall examinations. 


Medical Classics. Mr, J.ji.Underwood,41, 
Leicester Square, will hold Latin classes for 
medical students in the Borough, on Mon- 
days, Wednesdays, and Fridays, at balfrpas* 
six p. m , commencing October 1 ; and a 
class in Leicester Square on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays, at seven p.m.* 
Terms for the course, SI. 

Medical Classics. Mr. Dunne, 13, Man- 
chester Buildings, Parliament Street, West- 
minster, has au establishment for teaching 
medical classics ou a new plan, the terms 
of which are — for one coutso, 51. 5s . ; two 
courses, hi. hs. ; three courses, 71. 7s. 
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20 ADVICE TO MEDICAL STUDENTS, 

' *“*' i ■ > si attendance, aod for other puriuiU* If bo 

iu)« : * a ^ p 17 T» * be not atteative to these circumstances, be 

Kid o? -jAttA: - -* may find, wlienitis too late, that he has paid 

London, Saturday , September 25/ 1830* for " courses*’ which it will be impossible for 
- — — him to hear, as he may have entered to 

Thb medical session for 1830-31 is just lectures which »re delivered on similar days 

about to commence, and the faces of many and hours, or he may have engaged to attend 

new pupils are already to be seen in the others at the very moment when btspre- 
neighbourhood of the University and the sence will he required at the Hospital, 
te Hojitals. The prospectuses of the The “ regulations” of the College of Sur- 
yarious schools have been issued, and so geons and the Company of Apothecaries 
numerous are they that the counters of the should be carefully consulted, in order that 
medical booksellers groan beneath thepon- the entries to the lectures may be in strict 
detous weight. Into the merits or de- accordance with the rules there laid down, 
merits of the particular establishments we An error on this point might cause much 
shall not enter, but the pupil may find a inconvenience, and a heavy, vexatious ex- 
few admonitory remarks on this subject that pense. The Hospitals of this metropolis 
he might read with advantage in No. 318 ofiFer ample opportunities for acquiring a 
this journal. The student should hear practical knowledge of medicine, and the 
in mind, that it is far more easy to utter student will be richly rewarded in after 
jNOmises than to fulfil the obligations life if be be industrious and zealous in ac- 
whicb those promises impose. The de- quiring information at the bedsides of the 
ceptions that have been practised in this »«*. He should not, however, disturb 
respect have led to the ruin of many de- the wretched sufferers by unnecessary 
Mr'vipg ypung men, and embittered the lives questions or manipulations ; indeed, it were 
ef.hundrqds of parents. Young gentlemen well if he would refrain from interference 
ia their first arrival in London cannot ex- in the absence of the surgeon or physician ; 
ereihe too much caution in selecting asso- but when those officers are present, he 
Wales, nor can they too resolutely determine should on all doubtful points seek to obtain 
not tb be influenced in their selection of a information. This is not less the pupil’s 
Mhool by the advice of persons with whom duty than it is the surgeon’s duty ; to 
thfty may he altogether unacquainted ; for it grant it. The governors of the Hospitals, 
is a well-known fact, that certain establish- we believe, are desirous, as far as they 
ntentsplade their "decoys,” towards the have knowledge, of assisting the pupils in 
litter ! eiid of September, and the beginning the' progress of their studies; but those 
6t October, in all parts of the metropolis, in who have paid for instruction should 
papist the unprincipled schemers may bear in mind that a moral obligation is 
mpjrqpinpd plunder the unsuspecting stu- imposed upon them both by their re- 
des* on his first arrival in London. Too latives and by society, to insist upon 
mdab Caution, therefore, cannot be practised receiving that instruction for which so 
by the Student. Before he' engages to at- high a charge is made. If the surgeons and 
tend any one school, he should wefl mtittire physicians fail to fulfil their contract, the 
t}ip tvAfie pf his arrangements, he should student should appeal to the public thrqqgh 
partioukitly notice the time at which- the tile press, not however until a respectful 
Various lectures are to 1 he delivered, the appeal, made in the proper quarter, has 
distance of the claas-rooms from each other, failed to accomplish the wished-for object, 
the hodto diet would be required for Hospi- Those pupils who enter, to the practice of 
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the hospitab, ought to tapir* I h*t the 
names of the diseases with which the pa- 
tients are afflicted should be attached to 
tike beds, that dse notice of all operations* 
except those performed upon emergency, 
should be - posted in the sergery of the 
hospital or the lobby of the theatre, and 
that a case-book, containing a succinct ac- 
count of each disease, together with the 
medicines , prescribed in the trestment, 
should be kept in every ward of the hos- 
pital. Further, the pupils should call on 
the surgeon or physician to explain orally, 
immediately after leaving the ward, the 
nature and peculiarities of the most dan- 
gerous of the diseases, the causes of the 
most prominent symptoms, and the prin- 
ciples upon which his treatment is founded. 
If the pupils would but conduct themselves 
respectfully, firmly, and intelligently, the 
pbyaici&na and surgeons must soon very 
faithfully discharge the obligations imposed 
by their prospectuses, and immense indeed 
would be the advantage that must accrue to 
the public from so beneficial an alteration in 
the present system. 


ST. JOHN LONG. 

Arrangements were made for presenting 
a bill of indictment for manslaughter against 
Mr. St. John Long, to the Grand Jury 
at the Sessions House, Clerkenwell, on 
Friday morning last. As Mrs. Honors, one 
of the chief witnesses for the prosecution, 
was unable to attend in consequence of 
aevere indisposition, we considered it to be 
onr duty to move the court for a postpone- 
ment of the case to the next session, which 
request, under the circumstances, was of 
course readily granted l It is not a little sin- 
gular that the witnesses for the defence 
were in attendance- in a snug little room on 
Clerkenwell Green. Marchionesses, Ho- 
nourable Misses, Generals, and, in fact, 
dozens of the “ rubbers ” and “ inhalers ” 
were in attendance. One could almost 


imagine that St. John Loro was the eldest 
son of a Peer, for the law of primogeniture 
has certainly beeh most filvonmle to hi* 
interests. 

mm- 

ELECTION OF CORONER. 

We abstain from publishing any report 
of the late contest for the offioe of Conmer, 
or from making any farther remarks on "the 
subject, than are to be found at theCondil- 
Bion of our preface, because the number of 
qualified votes is not yet ascertained, add it 
ia doubtful whether the issue will not b* 
made the subject of discussion in the Court 
of Kino*s Bench. 


Medico - Chirurgical Transaction*. V ol. X V, 

Part II. Longman. 1830. 8vo. pp. 

451. 

Op the three articles contained in this part, 
the first ouly, “ On the anatomical chattel 
tars of some adventitious structures,” by 
Or. Hodgkin, will require any detailed 
notice. Alter observing that he has for 
some years u enjoyed the opportunity of ex- 
amining a great number of these structures, 
and that bis attention hat been particularly 
directed to the investigation of certain ana- 
tomic si characters which arrested his al i e n * 
tion, and appeared to indicate general lpwp 
of formation pervading the whole class,” 
Dr. Hodgkin proceeds to speak of the acci- 
dental serous membranes which occur in 
the form of cysts. These cysts, exclusive 
of true hydatids, or acephaleeysts, (of 
which, however, he gives no defisitum,) h* 
divides into two kinds, simple and coop” 
pound, or those which have, and those v^bich 
have not, tbe # power of reproducing other 
similar cysts within their cavity. On the 
former of these, of which the vesicles ob- 
served in the choroid plexus are ye li m p s 
the best specimen. Dr. Hodgkin “ ha* hot 
little to offer;” on tbo latter he bps spoken 
much more fully : — 

“ Cysts of this kind, like those o t the 
preceding claps, are found in differed Sparta 
of the body, hat they are by far lb* •most 
frequently met with, acquire the largest 
size, and present the greatest variety of ap- 
pearances, in the neighbourhood oftheote- 
rqs, but more especially in the ovaries and 
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the Adds of the broad ligamenta/'^-pp. 875, 
876. 

The parietes of these cysts are often 
“ rather deshy, or coriaceous, than membra- 
nous, and their internal surface is always 
more or less thickly covered with tumours 
or elevations, varying in size and shape, 
from flattened and scarcely-projecting vesi- 
cles, to complete cysts, filling up the whole 
or a large portion of the primary cavity. 
These secondary cysts are covered by the 
reflected lining membrane of the primary 
one, and are often filled, not merely by a* 
serous or mucous fluid, but partly by ter- 
tiary cysts, arising in a similar manner from 
their internal surface, and covered also by a 
reflection of their lining membrane. These 
tertiary cysts sometimes cause, by their 
further increase in size, the rupture of the 
secondary ones, which then bear a con- 
siderable resemblance to mucous follicles on 
a large scale, and appear to be the principal 
source of the very copious and rapidly pro- 
duced mucous secretion, which is a charac- 
teristic feature in many cases of ovarian 
dropsy.” After the cysts have been thus 
ruptured, and still more after the occurrence 
of inflammation in them, it is very difficult, 
or even impossible, to trace the original 
structure of the part. The secondary cysts 
are either pyriform, oT somewhat orbicular, 
or of irregular shape, with a broad und flat- 
tened base. In the former case — 

** It sometimes happens, that the number 
bf cysts forming the cluster is so great, in 
proportion to the space which they occupy, 
that, like trees too thickly planted, they 
interfere with each other’s growth. Their 
development is more or less limited to an 
increase of dimension in length. Yet as 
their free extremities are allowed to diverge, 
we sometimes find the slender peduncle 
gradually dilating into a pyriform cyst. At 
other times the dilatation does not take 
place till near the extremity of the peduncle, 
and then produces a cyst more nearly re- 
sembling a grape or currant. At other 
times no dilatation takes place, probably 
from the cavities having been wholly obli- 
terated. These elongated productions some- 
times become highly vascular, and, in the 
defect of an internal secretion, contribute 
largely to that which occupies the sac into 
which they project. Sometimes, on the 
contrary, they are very feebly organised, and 
dppear ultimately to lose their vitality, in 
Consequence of the kind of strangulation 
which they Teceifre at the narrow neck by 
which they are attached to the containing 


cyst. It would appear, that the padiuou* 
lated cysts and filaments which have thus 
lost their vitality, are a pretty frequent 
source of irritation to the serous membrane 
reflected over them, which constitutes the 
containing cyst ; the product of the inflam- 
mation thus excited is of the inorganizable 
kind, and often forms a thick and grumous 
substance, which sometimes may be washed 
out from the bunches of filaments, but at 
other times these come away with it, in the 
form of shreds. The broad and flattened 
cysts appear to produce a circumscribed and . 
more or less considerable thickening of the 
parietes, rather than a prominent tumour 
covered by a reflected membrane ; they 
constitute, however, perfectly-shut cavities, 
acquire at times a considerable size, con- 
tain, in some instances, a serous, and in 
others a mucous secretion, and produce in 
their parietes inferior orders of cysts, hav- 
ing, like themselves, broad bases and flat- 
tened forms. From the extent of their 
buses, the secondary cysts in this Variety 
occupy proportionably a much larger space 
on the internal surface of the containing 
cvst, and by their development, although 
they increase its size, they seeih more com- 
pletely to encroach on its particular cavity. 
In cutting into a tumour composed of this 
form of cysts, we may find, it is true, seve- 
ral cavities of considerable size, but we 
shall probably not find the greater part of 
the fluid collected into one particular cavity. 
Hence,, in this variety of ovarian dropsy, 
fluctuation is often obscure, and the relief 
afforded by paracentesis only partial and 
trifling.” — pp. 282— 884. 

Although the three forms described are 
generally distinct, yet they may all occur in 
one primary cavity. 

The enormous size to which these cyst* 
often attain when seated in or about the 
ovaries, Dr. Hodgkin attributes to — 

“ The obvious fact, llist the system on 
which, in the case of ovarian dropsy, these 
cysts are implanted, is naturally disposed 
to obey a stimulus which requires an in- 
creased supply of nutritive matter, sad 
which gives rise to a proportionably rapid 
growth ; to the abundant supply of blood 
which the parts habitually receive ; and 
thirdly, to the position of these parts situ- 
ated in ihe abdomen, and their consequent 
exemption from all pressure or restraint 
calculated to limit their development. This 
last point appears to merit an additional 
atleution from the suggestions which it ex- 
cites in relation to the operation of paracen- 
tesis for the relief of this form of dropsy. 
As long as the distress and inconvenience of 
the patient will allqw us to defer the opera- 
tion of paracentesis, it is doubtless deair- 
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jMnto ds btysinee Mm the pfAMuhi whkh 
tk# full Me itself is aUsto exert os its co»- 
tents, must Save a tendency both to diminish 
the rapidity of seeretioo, nod retard the 
growth of the inferior order of cysts. It is 
well known, that the oftener the operation 
fans been performed, the shorter is the in- 
terval which elapses before a repetition is 
required ; and in the course of a very few 
weeks n quantity is produced as large, if not 
larger, than that which had been many 
Months in accumulating prior to the first 
operation.” — pp. 287, 288. 

Passing over those tumours to which the 
name of “ encysted” has in general been 
especially applied, and the contents of which 
are often as different from the natural tex- 
tures of the body, as what he has especially 
termed “ heterologue formations,” and cer- 
tainly more so than those of the serous 
cysts, Dr. Hodgkin proceeds to the con- 
sideration of scirrhus, fungus hmmatodes, 
and melanosis. All these adventitious struc- 
tures he considers as contained within par- 
ticular sacs analogous to the serous cavities 
just described, and regards the radiating or 
cellular septa, so frequently observed in 
them, as the parietes of the secondary cysts. 

u If/* says he, “we carefully dissect 
down to the surface of one of these tumours, 
we shall usually find that it has a capsule or 
Covering, which has, I believe generally 
been supposed to consist of the altered and 
condensed cellular membrane of the parts 
which have given way before the growth of 
the tumour. This idea is probably correct 
with respect to the unequally thick external 
part of the capsule ; but if we dissect care- 
fully, and examine those tumours in which 
the process of decay has either not com- 
menced, or has made very little progress, we 
shall find that surface which is next to the I 
mass of the tumour, more or less smooth 
and even, and on raising it we find that it is 
reflected over one or more somewhat pyri- 
form bodies, attached by a base, which is 
generally narrow and peduncular, to some 
part of the circumference of the inclosing 
oapeule. Unless the tumour ia very small, 
it is much more coming^ to find several 
rather than a single bodyof this kind, and 
as there is often little, if any, fluid inter- 
vening between them and the inclosing cap- 
sule, their form i9 somewhat modified by 
their mutual pressure. Sometimes, though 
more or less closely applied to each other, 
these pedunculated bodies are perfectly de- 
tached at their sides, and may, consequently, 
be readily traced to the- point whioli^ forms 
thq common origin of their peduncles. At 
other times, these bodies are so adherent 


Mfoagsf t hs— Ives , And the membrane 
covering them is ao tender and delicate, that 
without very great earn the arrangement of 
their structure may be overlooked, in coo* 
sequence of the pedunculated bodies being 
broken or torn through in a different direc- 
tion frpm that to which their mode of forma- 
tion would naturally dispose them/*— pp. 
295,296. 

These appearances cannot be shown by a 
simple seotion, (the usual mode of examin- 
ing such tumours,) according to the directftofc 
of which, the cut edges of the cysts will 
appear as cells more or less irregular, or as 
radiating lines. The same causes, however, 
which have been mentioned as obscuring 
the structure of the serous cysts, will of 
course operate, and even more strongly, hi 
confusing that of the solid tumours in 
question ; the external or enclosing sac slab 
is frequently ruptured, and the contained 
substance then shooting forth and growing 
with much greater rapidity, becomes of d 
softer consistence, and much more irregular 
texture. 

The same strangulation of the pedicles of 
the secondary vesicles which we have men- 
tioned as occurring in the serous sabs, 
according to Dr. Hodgkin’s opinion, also 
takes place in these tumours, and is the 
cause of that central softening or decay 
which has been by some writers considered 
as peculiar to them, or at least to oee form 
of them, — fungus heraatodes. 

The tumours in question. Dr. Hodgkin 
considers as essentially new formations ; he 
admits, however, that the surrounding 
structures, more especially the cellular 
membrane, by a kind of sympathetic action 
often degenerate, or are converted into u a 
substance in some respects resembling that 
of the original tumour,” though wanting 
that structural arrangement by which the 
latter is characterised. With regard to the 
term “malignant,” he confesses himself 
equally unable with other writers on the 
subject, to give an exact definition of the 
tumours or morbid growths to wh^ch it is 
applicable, and therefore merely e ppm erates 
the principal characters of those which are 
most commonly thn9 designated j admitting 
at the some time that these characters are 
by no means certairi or constant, dud that 
any one or more of them is ofttn wanting, 
and may accompany other nqn-fnaliguent 
diseases 
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Hence;'* 9eyshe,' 4 nrise# the difficulty, 
mobnferely of oomfloBMg a .concise .verbal 
jdefcortw} pf-the tern* malignant, a* applied 
aho in man ? 

ca^es of drawing the line in actual practice. 
1 Eot' my bWn jiart, I should, in examining a 
4dmoiw hilbe llvhfg subject, be in general 
^dis^osod Mlspeot what baa been called 
. malignity^whenever Icould detect indica- 
i tioap .of ihe .atructure wbieh I described 
| tycc^psnied with alteration of the surround- 
/ ing structures, and in its origin referable to 
Sdme extertial violence, or to a pre-existing 
"indolent tumeer. These sospieions would 
■ be pSopaftionaWy stronger if tbe tumour in 
fqnes$en occurred in a part known to be 
. rarejy.if ever, affected with that non -malig- 
nant and well-defined form of tumour wbieh, 
in common with those of a malignant cha- 
’ racter, distinctly possess the structure 
alluded, to; my suspicions would bo pro- 
ic converted into absolute certainty 

in proportion as the other symptoms, pre- 
viously detailed, unite themselves to those 
t<- luye assumed as presenting them- 

seis in the suspected tumour. But sup- 
{ P($e «ib Jpamour tp have been removed from 
tjt«? updy, and that a question as to its ma- 
lignity has been started- In the first place, 
should , consider some traces, however 
qfthe structure which I have de- 
; ac^bed.existing in some part of the morbid 
•gVo^tb^ as a sine qua rum to tbe character 
, of malignity; hence the importance of] 
paying the whole, or a very considerable 
jrar^, of {be tumour submitted to our exam- 
ination, and* if possible, that part which 
constituted the original formation should be 
contained in t^e portion selected for exam- 
ination- This point being ascertained, we 
t may , T believe, pronounce on the malignity 
v qf tWxs-ew. formation with a confidence pro- 
po^tior^ed to the degree to which the new 
j^row tl; deviates, from the natural structures 
4 of the potjv^ but juwre especially from the 
j^e^oup rp^mbranes. The spontaneous death 
, qf fQme ip tern a}p art of the tumour, in con 
sequence of the strangulation of some of the 
peapnpulated bodies which compose it, is 

I lot . a|oqe a. proof of malignity, but I have 
ittle ifppbt, that the, influence which this 
C^wis, strongly contributes to in- 
duep. a rpah^naHt character in the tumour. 
Tpp, pe^ree, of, integrity or degeneration of 
thp surrounding pat ural structures will also 
anpteVmlfy contribute tp decide the ques- 

w/f— pp- sso,; 

lb speaking jcfafcixrhus in particular. Dr. 
Hodgkin observes 

“ Tbe prolongations of indurated cellu- 
lar membrane, proceeding from the tu- 
mour into tbe surrounding adipose sub- 
atauce, appear to have been considered as 
prolongations of the radiating lines observ- 


able within the essential part of tbe turner#, 
and to have been regarded as a part of the 
scirrhous structure itself; in fact, as fibres 
of tbe disease on. which its reappearance, 
after an operation, mainly depends. For 
my ownpart, I very much doubt whether 
this altered cellular membrane itself really 
possesses any- tiling of the malignant nature, 
although 1 can easily conceive, that the 
tumour by which tbe disease makes its re- 
newed appearance, may have taken its origin 
in the course of one of these indurated pro- 
longations left in the surrounding structures. 
I believe this circumstance is to be explain- 
ed in the following manner r— In dissecting 
away the fat from the principal part of a 
scirrhous tumour, I have bad occasion to 
notice these prolongations of cellular mem- 
brane, and in doing so I have observed very 
small and delicate pedunculated cysts, some 
of which scarcely exceeded the size of a pin’s 
head, dispersed upon the aforementioned 
cellular membrane. It ia to tbe develop- 
ment of one or more of such cysts, rather 
than to the altered cellular membrane itself, 
that the new tumour is to he attributed.”— 
p. 326,327. 

We are not aware that these cysts have 
been noticed by any other writer. Their 
existence is, however, interesting rather 
in a pathological point of view, than as 
affording any practical inference ; for suppos- 
ing them to be is every case the cause of 
the relapse, still they can only be removed 
by the excision of the diseased bands of cel- 
lular tissue to which they are attached, so 
that the method of treatment remains pre- 
cisely the same. 

Under the head of fungus hmmatodes, or 
** fungoid disease,*' as the author prefers to 
call it, in order, to avoid ambiguity, and to 
include its other denominations, we find 
nothing particularly worthy of notice except 
the following statement relative to the for- 
mation of the tumours : — 

“ In this disease, the secondary cysts, 
which are often of large size, generally be- 
come filled with a material which at first 
bears a considerable resemblance to tender 
or feebly coagulated fibriae or plastic lymph. 
Into this substance, new vessels speedily 
shoot; but being neither susceptible of 
perfect organisation, nor calculated to Re- 
main inert and dormant, it speedily,' but 
gradually, lose# it* vitality, and, ljke dther 
transparent parts in which such a dchspggvia 
effected, .gradually becomes opaque, apd 
bears, in consistence and appearance, a close 
resemblance totbe substance of the bruitf *f 
a child : hence the terms, eeifebrilbrte bftti- 
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met, enosphalosd fmmmt, and ma&dlsTy 
•erw»»a.”~pp. SS5, 336, 

1. M !■ ■ HI'MI. ’ * * 

As faraswa know*/ ne other anatomist 
baa tocrilxd the appaarsacvbvremeociou- 
ed; and it is to be iegteftell tiWFDr. Hodg- 
kin has noticed if^so 1 bllgit % manner. 

With the account of fungoid disease, the 
paper is concluded, that of melanosis peing 
deferred to some future eecaaio*. We can- 
not dose our observation & on tbit instruc- 
tive and valuable paper, as it certainly is, 
without expressing our regret at; the want of 
anaagemant, and the caieleas and obscure 
wtyle* which distinguish it. Some parts of 
the communication ire almost unintelligible, i 

The substance of tbe second paper, wliicb 
}a headed “ Observations on the statement 
made by Dr* Douglas of Cheselden'a 1m- ; 
proved Lateral Operation of lithotomy, dee., 
by J. Yellowly, M.D./* F.R.8., may, we 
think, be comprised in af&W wordd. The 
operation in question was essentially the 
same as the modem lateral one, consisting 
in cutting down to the groove of the staff 
and opemiagthe bladder, by-making as in- 
cision along it through, tbe membranous 
part of the urethra, and the prostate gland. 
Dr. Douglas, however, by somp strange 
misunderstanding, thus describes it ; 

, “ His juiife first enters the groove of the 
prostrated or straight part of . his catheter, , 
through the tide t of the bladder immediately 
above the. prostata, and afterwards the petal 
of it continuing to run in. the same groove 
in a direction downwards .sod forwards, or 
towards himself, he divides that part of the., 
sphincter of the bladder that lies upon that, 
gland, and then he cuts the outside of one 
half of it obliquely, according to the dhrec- 
. tkm and whole length of the -urethra that, 
runs within it, and finishes bin internal in- 
cision, by dividing the muscular portion of 
the urethra on the convex part of nis staff.*’ , 
— p. 346* 

. Notwithstanding thq prima-facie improba- 
bility of this account, and the inconveniences : 
tod disadvantages of soda «n operation, 
Which, as Dr. YfeRowly observes; 1,1 idske 
it diflicttjttohelievelhat it was ey effectually 
performed, ” it was really oqpied, byseyeufai 
authors, anil among others hyf JohnUeil, 
whny id hispriaclpldaof surgurypuivewiFas 
the description of ChesCldeU’s finarfehtf fnji- 
prpved jn^tpodof operatic-pan irrpr the 
morerfeuwhable^asitis npte?s%o>ep^on«d 


by €h»ieWeu bpiawlf in toy of thu editions 
of his works. Tho abject of Sh Yallowly 
thetvfbre, was topotat dot, tod carter*, this 
error, which he bastltiffcctority- done ; in 
truth he has adduced a s upcrjsbflti^taof of 
proofs apd arguments and WtpUf ptfdtoged 
to thirty pages a paper which paight, we 
think, have Men wiry well ©0® prised dn ten . 

An analysis Of the thiril jrapefc eafitle^ 
“ Pathological Researches on Inflammation 
I of the Veins of. the TJteruS, with additional 
Observations on Ptyegmssi* Dctagb by 
R. Lae, M.Di,” was given in Tna Lancxt 
(N o. 323), shortly after it was read at the 
I society j we have therefore, on the present 
| occasion, only to extract the following case of 
“ Phlegmasia Dolens in a Male/’ observed 
by Mr. C. Hutchinson# and added, together 
with another of less interest, in She form of 
an appendix.' 

** Mr. B. lately returned from the laid of 
France, where he ha£ resided upwards of 
twenty years, received a blow upon hit 
right shin, iinnfedfetely over a branch of 
the saphefea vein, by a sfoafl piece of timber 
accidentally falling upon* it. The jM^iri* very 
'slight, though the injury audits results ap- 
! pear to have been severe, and the patient 
states that tbe accident Whs followed by con- 
siderable swelling and inflammation all over 
the limb, ’ and that rite abraded ' surface Was 
very long in ‘ healing.* ‘Mf.B 1 . ^sayfe be first 
felt pain in the direction 6f the’upper third 
of the saphena hefote it actu^dfy dips to unite 
with thq femoral vein.* The' Wbme’feg and 
thigh soon became' enlirge'd ahd inflamed, 
the former partly edematous - ana although 
the patient states the ‘ disease tef be slowly 
on the decline,’ yet Ihe iiftargfembtti bf the 
thigh ^iid leg stilt Conti rife efc,' ahd he has 
pain from the groin to 1 the nedl and' sole of 
the foot, principally in tffd ^dircfctioh* 6t fhe 
branches of the SapKena,wltJi i slight IblUah 
of redness over 'the fore qr the Ug, 
whore the’ 'original' fbj was i but 

while the member Is kept the horizontal 
position he ii nearly rredTirom paith ’ , 

“I have traced v fhe ugpffr p'ortioh of the 
saphena vein, and find ’it iq be a complete 
ligamentous Cord ' for eight or ten inches, 
but the feihoral vein seems to me to have 
hitherto escaped the diseased oCtidfei The 
patient has no pain or urieashiess kvTthta the 
:pklvis^uodih^geatthdihe'ekh »tagoqd..*f 

— : d-jVi-ictlo '.riylxLol ■ 


iiIi-jD . .Uniht:! 1<> lot j m( 1 ' 

iif -t;'i jfii.it . ."I , 



M'?r f ‘-•'I’ 'to k:! lh. ' 
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UNIVERSITY UP EtWDOIi; 

ENTIlAifCE rsMi TO THE MEDICAL CLASSES. 

1 _ ___ 

Td the Editor of The Lancet. 

University of Londop, 

a, ^ , Sept. .22, 1830. 

SiR,r-Ip a weekly medical Journal of 
the 11th inst., a statement appeared on the 
credit of an anonymous correspondent, pro- 
fessing! to show that the expense of medical 
education in the University of London was 
onedmlf greater than in the other London 
schools. 

i Thia statement is erroneous in almost 
every particular ; and it is most injurious j 
to this institution, because the cost is a cir- j 
tousastence which influences the student very 
powerfully in the selection of his school. 
•A letter authenticated by the signature of 
pne of the medical professors was therefore 
sent to the editor of the journal in question, 
correcting the mis-statements in his jour- 
nal ; instead of inserting that letter, the 


editor has contented himielf With giving 
notice that he has referred it to his inony* 
mous correspondent, and will recur to the 
subject in a future number. In the mean 
time tbe error is propagated uncontradicted. 

| The following statement shows the ex- 
pense of the University, and of one of the 
most considerable of the London hospital 
schools, from which the others do not mate- 
rially differ. 

That it may be of some value, it contains 
not only the fees but the hours of instruction 
given for those fees : for nothing is so vague 
as tbe term course ; it may mean one month 
or twelve months of instruction; it may 
consist of a lecture once s week, or of one 
every day. The fee 1 have selected for 
comparison is that for a perpetual pupil ; a 
tiling as well known here as in the other 
schools. I assume that at the other London 
schools the lectures continue from the 1st 
of October to the end of April, as they da 
at the University, without any other inter? 
ruption than a day or two at Christmas and 
Easter. 



London University. 

Hospital School. 


Hours 
per Week. 

Perpetual 

Pupil. 

Hours 
per Week. 

Perpetual 

Pupil. 

Anatomy * 

11 

£ t. d. 
10 0 0 

6 

£ s. d. 
10 10 0 

Physiology 

2 

4 10 0 

2 

3 3 0 

Dissections t 

— 

9 0 0 

— 

10 10 0 

Surgery .' 

2 

4 0 0 

3 

5 5 0 

Practice of Physic 

5 

9 0 0 

3 

8 8 0 

Chemistry 

5 


3 

8 8 0 

Midwifery ; 

5 

7 0 0 

6 

10 10 0 

Materia Medics 

5 

9 0 0 

* 

4 4 0 

Botany 

5 

4 0 0 

— 

0 0 0 

Matriculation Fee 

— 

2 0 0 

— - 

0 0 0 


40 

68 10 0 

25 

60 18 0 


* The course of anatomy at the University is given jointly by Professors Pattison and 
Bennett, at separate hours daily, and the pupils have a right to attend both professor! 
for one fee. 

* , t The demonstrator at both institutions gives instruction at intervals for several hours 
each day. 


is true that this does not include the 
•extra fees paid by students not nominated 
by proprietors ; these fees cannot exceed 
4L 104.'; and as there are 1700 persons en- 
titled to that privilege, it is easy to procure 
a nomination. . 

. Thus* it appears that in place of the in- 
struction being 62/. Is. at the London 
University, and 4 61. 4s. at the other London 
schools, the difference is Only 71, 12$. ; but 
the pupil, .receives one-half more time from 
biajtegQhgffi J* tbe University than he does 


at most of the other schools ; so that by 
dividing the sum by tbe time, the expense 
of the University is ll, 1 os., while that of 
the other schools is 2/. 8s. 

That you may ascertain the accuracy of 
the above statement of the University lees, 
I inclose a copy of the notice of the lectures, 
just published. I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

A Professor in thr Medical School 
of the University of London. 
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XJNlirERStTt blPtOMA. — AfrOTfilCARtES* 
HALL. 

lib Editor of Tan Lancet. 

- Sir, — As the commence meat of asotber 
medical campaign approaches, every mem* 
ber of the medioal profession who possesses 
the proper feelings of ardour in its pursuit, 
and interest in its welfare, must look to the 
numerous sources established for the dif- 
fusion of knowledge with the utmost 
anxiety, to ascertain the degree of improve- 
ment m the method, or extension in the 
matter, of the various subjects proposed by 
the professors in their different announce- 
ments. 

. The Uaiversity of London has not been 
behind-band in publishing its detail of the 
intelligence to be acquired within its walls ; 
but notwithstanding the reduction the di- 
rectors have made in the fees of admission 
for . pupils, which clearly indicates the con- 
victioa they feel of having on former oc- 
casions overrated the value of their es- 
tablishment as a seat of medical learning, 
they have introduced into their paper an ar- 
rogant appeal, of such a self-important and 
cbarlatanical nature, that while it must 
tend to place the judgment of the manage- 
ment in a very questionable position, proves 
their want of correct information on the 
subject on which they have choaen to 
hazard opinions, and offer suggestions. 

- In this age of refinement and extension of 
literature, in which distinctions of learning 
are sought for with avidity, there will be 
found a large proportion of individuals 
amtioo* to possess the M. Med. et Chir. 
U. L. so temptingly displayed in the pro- 
spectus of the University ; but the intrinsic 
value of these empty, unauthorized, and 
presuming titles must still be left to the j 
appreciation of those immediately concern- 
ed. I trust and believe, the profession 
possesses too muck intellect to allow the 
younger aspirants to become the dupes of 
the machinations of their vaunted sagacity. 

I presume it is fair to infer, that the 
quotations from “ the report of the Faculty 
of Medicine ” would not on this occasiou 
have been promulgated in the University 
advertisement, bad not the managers en- 
tertained the views therein contained ; 
therefore they must hold themselves amena- 
ble to observations arising from the pub- 
lication of opinions clothed in the authority 
of their institution. After expressing the 
opinion, that “ until the University cau 
give the physician’s degree, not many of 
those destined for that branch of the pro- 
fession can be expected to take any con- 
siderable part of their education in its 
medical school,” it is stated— 

“ Under the appellation of general prac- 


titioners arc include* two cUutet of 

medioal men. One of them ooiaiau of 
practitioners who hold a highhr-reapeeuMe 
rank in the profession, who nave devoted 
much time , labour, and money, to, theiy pro* 
fesaion&l education ; men possessed of tome 
attainments in the collateral sciences, and 
who, practising their profession in a liberal 
and acientifio spirit, have the highest claim 
to the confidence of the public. Another 
clans, bearing the same appellaiioo, co n si s ts 
of those who have acquired the right to 
practice by possessing only the m inimum at 
knowledge by which the license can be 
obtained, earned by the smallat possible 
expenditure of finis and labour , and vfho 
have consequently very imperfect profes- 
sional attainments.” 

The attempt to divide the body of general 
practitioners into two classes, is absurd ; 
and not less so is the forced distinctions oh 
which this division depends ; there must in 
all professions be members who will attain 
elevated stations by the display of superior 
acquirements, address, or connexions ; but 
when an equal degree of study is required 
of all candidates for a certain testimonial of 
competency, it is too much to hear a party, 
for the purpose of puffing itself and the es- 
tablishment to which it belongs, cutting 
i and dividing, and venturing opinions On the 
maximum or minimum of knowledge ac- 
quired by the possessors of a diploma, to 
obtain which, the legislature ban required 
through its delegates a fixed amount of 
qualifications : it is true, in medicine, as in 
every other science, that while some shine 
as bright ornaments, others are deficient in 
clearness of intellect, or have been careless 
of the valuable opportunities offered them 
of improvement ; and having obtained S 
mediocre position, are content to pass their 
lives without su effort to push oh to the 
post of honour : but why are the general 
practitioners alone selected for division and 
subdivision on this account 1 when the same 
state of things is notoriously observable in 
the higher grades of physioian and con- 
sulting surgeon. 

Although “ the public possesses m little 
knowledge of the details of a medical and 
surgical education,” has the ooancH of the 
University any honourable or candid object 
in view, in insinuating that the general prac- 
titioner is unworthy the confidence reposed 
in him, and that if bis system of education 
were exposed, that confidence would be at 
an end 1 Certainly not ; the only details 
with which the public are not acquainted, 
are of a nature little’ calculated to afford 
them any particular degree of pleasure \ and 
therefore they are not condmonly made the 
topics of general conversation* ' nor ; would 
they desire them to be so \ but as; there wre 
few families who Imre toots medical man as 
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onn^of Ur i^etoberSj it is quite clear they 
possess tbq means of arriving at a sufficient 
degfee ojjjiwjgineqt aad penetration, to pro- 
toct them from the evils against which they 
arp so beneficently" cautioned ; and so far 
from, the i ‘‘ duties of the profession ” being 
“ cpminonly confided, without inquiry, to 
fu^y gne calling himself a general practi- 
tioner/* I know no subject more delibe- 
rately canvassed, than any change of a me- 
dical attendant, or the selection of a phy- 
sician or surgeon, when a consultation is 
deemed desirable. 

. I vtas at one time disposed to read with 
great regret the many severe observations 
that were passed on the system of the Lon- 
don University by the majority of the me- 
dioa! press, and to attribute' to prejudice 
lind interested motives, tbe little disposi- 
tion which was manifested to take a favour- 
able Vie'w of the measures of that establish- 
ment ; but now 1 am compelled to retract, 
for tbe council, without tbe least control 
over the legislature of medicine, being, in 
fact, the mere organ of a set of literary spe- 
culators, who dispose of information for 
certain sums of money, has thought proper 
to publish impertinent and uncalled-for 
observations on the class of individuals by 
whom they confess their school is chiefly 
supported, to question in a positive manner 
their attainments, and offer the University 
as a corrective of all their defects : and what 
has this University done towards the im- 

rovement of the general study of medicine? 

answer, nothing, worse than nothing ; for 
that valuable time which might have been 
profitably employed, has been passed in 
turmoil and dissensions, calculated to de- 
stroy all confidence, and render most ques- 
tionable the stability of the establishment, 
in the opinion of its best supporters and 
warmest advocates. 

I cannot dose this subject without direct- 
ing the attention of the profession to the 
rules and regulations of the Society of Apo- 
thecaries ; the unceasing endeavours of the 
Court of Examiners to effect a progressive 
increase of knowledge in the candidates for 
its diploma, deserves the warmest applause 
and support ; the legislature has confided 
to the judgment of its members, a degree of 
power which they have exercised with con- 
siderable foresight and effect ; the regula- 
tions which they have framed from time to 
time, must have resulted from deliberations 
conducted with care, independence, and 
intelligence ; their demand on the pupil for 
information, has not even increased in so 
sudden a manner as to have the effect of 
overwhelming his mind by too great an 
exercise of his intellectual faculties ; but he 
lias . been gradually drawn on, from one 
acquirement to another, until it may fairly 


be expected that the future apothecary will 
bid defiance to the taunts and sarcasms 
which have of late been unceasingly and 
lavishly hurled at him, for his supposed 
deficiency in cl&siic&l and professional at- 
tainments. The members of the Court of 
Examiners have been laudably and persever- 
ingly endeavouring to place that portion of 
the profession over which they have been 
permitted to exercise authority upon a firm 
basis of respectability ; and judging from the 
manifest improvement that has already re- 
sulted from* their exertions, there can be no 
doubt, that as their plans become more fully 
developed, and their system of education 
assumes a still more academic character, 
that an unspeakable benefit will be confer- 
red on • the practitioner and the public : it 
becomes us, therefore, to give them our 
confidence and warm approval, as their en- 
deavours are doubly enhanced by the impos- 
sibility of connecting their proceedings with 
motives of an unworthy, uu gentlemanly, -or 
mercenary description ; the whole train of 
their thoughts has been directed to the im- 
provement of the profession generally, and 
although some may have felt disposed to 
quarrel with them, still tbe majority of 
thinking and intelligent individuals will 
allow them full justice for their stability of 
purpose, and they will rise in the estima- 
tion of competent judges, as s tribunal 
working as large a portion of general useful- 
ness in their department, as the limits of 
their charter allows them the power of ef- 
fecting. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant 
And constant reader, 

Apis. 

Sept. 21st, 1830 


Dr. Alex. Thomson and Professor 
Pattison. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— I hope you will do me the favour to 
state to Professor Pattison, who pretends 
to a contemptuous ignorance of “ a Mr. 
Thomson/* that Mr, Thomson is the son 
of Dr. A. T. Thomson, the professor of 
Mat. Medica of the London University, 
a person who disdains to enter into any 
public controversy with one who can so 
far forget himself as to pretend ignorance 
of the man to whom he has sent the en- 
closed letter, and whom he hss himself been 
in the habit of employing as his assistant in 
tbe few operations he has happened to per- 
form at the London University Dispeasaryv 
This Mr. Thomson is n Bachelor of Medicine 
of Cambridge, and is practising in London 
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trader the sanction of the College of Phy- 
sicians. , 

v , , J am, Sir, , 

Your obedient servant, 

Alex, Thomson, hLB, 


Letter of Mr. G. S. Pattiton, late Professor 
of Anatomy in the University of London, 
to Alexander Thomson, M. B . 

“ 8, Old Burlington Street, 

“ Aug. ISth, 1828. 

** My Dear Sir, — In compliance with your 
request that I would furnish you with my 
opinion as to yonr qualifications for filling 
the office of Curator to the University of 
London, I now address yeu. 

“ It is impossible for me from my own ob- 
servation |o testify as to your skill in the 
preservation of anatomical preparations, 
having never had an opportunity of ex- 
amining any of the preparations which you 
have put up. You have, however, I be- 
lieve, presented to the council specimens of 
botanical, and other subjects of natural 
history, prepared by yourself, from which { 
(hey will he able to judge for themselves of 
your skill and neatness in preparing such 
objects. 

44 Although I am not qualified to certify 
specifically as to your qualification for the 
preservation of anatomical preparations, I 
earn speak without hesitation of your talents, 
your industry, and your zeal, in the ac- 
quisition of knowledge. The course of your 
studies has been most extended ; and the 
manner in which you have devoted yourself 
to the study of natural history, and the 
progress you have made in the different 
branches of it, should certainly qualify you 
in a very eminent degree for the discharge 
of the more important duties of the situation 
which you solicit. 

“ I remain, my dear Sir, 

“ Yours most truly, 

“ Granville Sharp PAT-TigON.” 


, NON-MEDICAL CORONERS. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

SsUt^r-Puly appreciating the advantage 
wbfch<tli£> public would obtain by your sue- j 
csss dm your present contest for, coroner, I 
offeflfj jjfou the following examples of the in - 
aatffiptsncy ckf non-medical persons to fill as 
ojfafeso pregnapt with good or evil .to the 
public*, wroording as it is well or di*i 
chtfrgedo, • 


A few months ago, t poor matt named 

Winney, a convict, ires found 1 '* d&r wfttt 
his throat cut, irt tha‘Gun WblfVf W 
mouth, where he had bfeeu . forking. ’ The ’ 
Coroner afloat, presuming errotiOddsTV’bh Si’ 
right over convicts , As 4 clietiis^iM^hiffiif 
forsooth they sleep on the high beas, 
stepped his jurisdiction, and WMlk* 
on the body. The medical wifnesj^fe dt- : 
reeled the jury by their evidence* to dqfl 
verdict of solcide, which was ffefcWfl&f fie* 
cordingly by the Coroner. • Some Of fhb 
convicts, more shrewd (say prcffe^dtftfhf 
so), than either the men of Bciende'of tflbsV 
who ought to have skitfullv judged. pLtfie 
propriety and justness of 
judiciously reasoned thus : \Yiuue.y’e ,■ tmm 
of durance is nearly expired, au4 knifed*, 
ua money upon tetwsy surely he oo^dtMl. 
have had any motive to hate ,committe4 
suicide. These rumours reached the 
the intelligent Mayor, Edward C#jrf#r* Ee%4t. 
who directed the Bwatogh Corouffftto Mdt 
another inquest, and tekMhe mi4mmpS*m 
skilful surgeon touching tl>e deaths jcftbj* 
poor man. The surgeon on au 
found a fracture of the .skull which Ufhliffife 
could have given Mana^lf;. found thmat, 
so much lacerated, that tb* vertetumroLthei 
neck were partially severed, and, whatr WSS* 
of much consequence, observed, 
small effusion of blood proved that} .life., ym&i 
almost destroyed by the blow, on the hendw 
before the throat was cut wbiV».4hu»iiVr 
soiled hands , showed in foiyohoretigm t t|§g 
the unhappy man ooufd not hays bean hlmmi* 
executioner. A revised verdwt.^%afi(UM^ 
of wilful mufderagmnKA persouiorpeman* 
unknown. Two men wore subsequently, 
executed on the .roost und^nieblqpjfoifii.forv 
this offence, who had nearly .been ,lqtt too m 
on society to commit fur thee, n^wd era,;, hy, 
theadmiasionof incompetent tsaMwony*, 

In another case within isw*- mouth?* 
another attorney coroner holdsi an inquest 
on a case of infanticide (so alleWed’Y. ’mid 
& verdict that the child was horn alii/e wai : 


recorded, and wilful murefef Agairiit'sbirtV 
unknown person. Well, this wduld tyoVhd$e; 
been so very extraordinary. Ldd ' no tnlf Villa* 
scientific examination ana discover^ ’ 
been effected, without calling In the* afd.br 
any medical man whatever ; who’,w& bffim, 
could alone have been competent ^6 have 1 
judged of this extremely nice' and iff t/ib^di 
poi u t. W e trip not say Ab unp If 

we will give another specimen; 

The same coronei* held his 
si tion on th e body Of Sortie pet son , w’liOiS ji? 
his infallibility of Science he difeCted thte jiirV- 
to find, a verdict of “ dtedf bf ^pojftejy. 
True, iqosl ejuditeTheb&n, init 
apoplexy of the iT visitation ofdojlj^Qr'ih-l 
duced .by, poison administered ^ Avho cbtiTd? 
inform liijrt>n^ thejurp of thjapolntbat’ a 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



THE FORCE OF TRUTH. 


3& 

medietf mtm, Who wasnot ciffie in on tbb 
ocdas mr 1 ’ 

' ' I am Sir, 

" |,i * r 'Yotir constant friend, 

‘ 1 *' v Philander. 

Poitsea, Sept. 17, 1830. 


SERMCTlONa ON THE FOES OW TRUTH, AND 

THR. ENSAUPS Of NODICAL coroners. 


may excstt over the repression of petty 
tMlMttt; tlieee nre but the receding wives repulsed 
and.hrokep f«r snMMnent on the shore, while the 
great tide is spill tolling on and gaining ground with 
eterj breaker.** 

^The people by-snd-by wijl be the stronger/* 

’ r ’ Byron. 


Tq the Editor of The Lancet. 


Sir,— iWith the views and opinions of 
yobt correspondent G. D.* I do entirely 
cortcufr } and w*ere repetition necessary, I 
cobld add tlie result of mV experience in 
confirmation of his own. Like him also, I 
tak^ niy blotto from the man whose sublime j 
genitis had attorned the c&use of liberty with 
the 1 most splendid gems of poetry ; not be- 
cause’ be has done this only, hut that to the 
grttidenV Of the’, poet he has added the 
prescience of the SCer. ’ For why may we 
nolt^ply to passing events these passages, 
which; to thb language of freedom adds the 
inspirdtiop of the prophet t That we may 
not do so, I see no reason, because, the 
weak but well-meaning friends of your late 
opponent endeavoured to deride public 
optbidn by sneeringly calling it the majesty 
of the people : ic is the majesty of the peo- 
ple, and Is of a much more enduring dynasty 
than any other. Had the j udgment of those 
friends equalled the desire of success, they 
wOhld not hai f committed their understand- 
ing* by so Sorry a' jeat at the expense of 
good (sate Rtld truth ; nor would they hate 
ridiculoutfv confounded cause and effect, by 
supping ?hit the advocates of the people 
werb'tbe fedleoabses of 'the-people contend- 
ing roif ihdhf rights ; they would have known 
tlife‘ ? y%foi ,i addresses were not the excite* 
m^htsib the measures width, in their child- 
ish'^rior? tlfcy deprecated as hostile to 
godd order 1 , mad desecrated by describing 
as dktfgVrtfyb to the state T They m*ould 
have iboiTn Thfit you ^ivere the organ of 
thef 5 ^r'ople, ’ echoing their sentiments,— 
noiTOpeshng tp tb&irpasslbus : they would 
hate IfotWir/ •* tlinf in 1 tlieir bpinions, the 
peopld'dlb^eWom 1 Wrong; bud that, jn their 
spntnribttt^ 1 ,' tiier iird heifer , mistaken?’ 
They* Wd'hld liaVe "fcnoM 1 th^t boiji the 




opinions and sentiments of the people were 
in favour of intelligence and independence ; 
and opposed to mental imbecility, moral 
cowardice, and the absence of those qualities 
Which grace the scholar, the citizen, and 
the man. It may add to the mortification 
of those who traduced you, and slandered 
the people, that although the “ march of 
mind” may be retarded by the dispOsitiod 
of vulgar minds to vilify what they Cannot 
comprehend, it cannot retrograde, and til- 
ways starts whence it was detained. 

The letter of another correspondent, “a 
Licentiate of the London College of Phy- 
sicians,”* although $t requires no com- 
ment, contains a statement which demands 
a contradiction. It is not true that Phy- 
sicians have the power to inflict a fine for 
refusing to meet them: they are said to 
have an obsolete law, which expresses that 
a penalty is levyable for refusing to com- 
pound their prescriptions. I believe, how- 
ever, that there is not an individual of the 
much-abused class of general practitioners 
so base and “ pigeon-livered” as to comply 
with the law from apprehension of the 
penally. Let the general practitioners 
affranchise themselves from an irksome and 
degrading t lira Mom, by unanimous co-ope- 
ration, and while they leave untouched the 
claims of the exclusives, let them fearlessly 

assert their own. , 

I remain, Sir, 

Your faithftil i«rva»i r 
William Augustus Wal/ord, 
Speldhurst Street, Burton Crescent. 

P. S. The part taken In the late contest 
by Sir W. Blizard and Mr. Heading ton is 
the subject of indignant remark, nearly 
thoughout the profession. The degradation 
of those men was already complete, and 
needed not this last act to render it irretriev- 
able. For Sir William it may be urged m 
extenuation, that to a^imturaliy weak in- 
tellect is added, the infirmity incident to 
extreme old age : but what shall we say 
for Mr. Headington? Although the first 
portion of the ’same excuse may be pleaded 
for him* yet the remaining moiety of the 
apology will not avail him ; for notwith- 
standing Time has thinned his flowing hair, 
and be has arrived at that period of life 
when men . ore rarely converts to more 
liberal opinions than they held before,— an 
age at which a sordid bigot never becomes 
a proselyte to toleyaiiop ppd improvement — 
an age at which the heart never glows 
with generpiis sentiments unfelt before 
although he is s miserable example of men n 
hood without spirit, >be is notyifso - 
miliating an instance of age without .es-r, 
'perience as hi? doting colleague Sir W* 
.Blizard, , 

, ' “■ • r : • . • . — ~^r—TJrrn,. 

• Vide page 0i5, Vol. II. 18*9*30, of Lancet. 
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rThersfow m M ou n ting for Mr# H/s 

hostility, remember that he. baa fer nearly e 
quarter of * century filled an offloe, which he 
must here, vacated /twenty yeera ago bad 
hia Whitechapel campaigns been under the 
surveillance of a medical coroner. Their 
confederate opposition on the present occa- 
sion is quite cpneiatent with the acts of their 
whole live* which bare been spent in a little 
crusade against liberalism, which they have 
always described as “ innovation.” Who, 
therefore, can wonder that that* worthy 
ntea should have acted as they did, when 
the return of a medical coroner would have 
placed this interesting couple in a light 
which would not only surprise their pseudo 
admirers, but also astonish the innocent 
creatures themselves ! It is worthy of re* 
mark, that their combined efforts in favour 
of imbecility and corruption were the only af- 
fectionate intercourse they have ever been 
known to hold > for though joint foes to the 
“ good cause,” they have always token diffe- 
rent roads in their progression backwards : 
indeed they remind us of Raocoeaati and 
the Tenors 

n These two hated each other with abate 
Found only on the gtoge ; . 

Sad strife arose, for they were so cross- 
* ’grained, ‘ 

Instead of bearing up without debate, 

That each pulled different way? With many 

an oath, 

‘Arcades unbo, 1 id est, blackguards both.” 

I shall anticipate any objection to the 
uncourtly character of the concluding line, 
in the words of Junius : *• If any coarse ex- 
pressions have escaped me, I am ready to 
agree that they were unfit for me to make 
use of, but I see no reason to admit that 
they have tyeen improperly applied.” 

IV • A* W • 


M^Hnih^NpS Of TBg TEL LOW VBTEft 
.AT ClERALTAp. 

<- « Correspondent.] 

. f £*Vs been favoured with a letter from 
Gibraltar, dated the ltth of August, of 
w|iich L the following is an extract : — 

'* The month of July has been unusually 
warm, and the heat at present continues 
very oppressive, the thermometer ranging 
as high OSnidety degrees (Fbhtenlieit) in the 
shade. Some Well-marked sporadic examples 
of the xndumnat bilious remittent yellow 
fever have appeared, and given rise to ap. 
prehepsiona little short of those that existed 
previous to our fever of 1828 assuming its 
epidemic character. It is very remarkable 
that fiier Company of Sappers sod Miners in 
the barracks on Hargrave's Parade, the lo- 
cality where (lie firsf ^spa^of (he disease 


discovered themselves >» Uml Tee* 

yet, the chief sufferers ; and nave, 4m jag 
the last week, sent eight coses to hospital, 
four of which exhibit yellow skin* and other 
combinations of symptoms which mark this 
Protean form of feyer j iq conmq pence of 
which, his Excellency, the governor (Gene- 
ral Sir George IlonV has ordered this corps 
to evacuate their barracks, and to occupy 
the sheds on the neutral ground ; but whet 
ther these cases ara to he considered the 
presage of future evil, I know not ; neither 
shall i pretend, at so early a period of (the 
season, to offer an opinion, although# hone 
out by three or four other cases whfoh have 
been admitted into the Civil Hospital, It 
would not, perhaps, be thought presump- 
tuous in me to litsard one. However, some- 
thing appears to be decidedly wrong at 
head-quarters; for Sir George has said, 
“ that he cares not a damn for the opinions 
of any military medical man is the garrison 1 
That they know nothing at til about the dis- 
ease ! !” Wheibfr we are to argue from 
this, that opr principal medical offiear (j)f# 
Farrell), “ who,” to use the words of Bp* 
Jonaon, “ no sordid hope of vatu, qr frosty 
apprehension of danger, could turn a pars, 
site to time, place, or opinion,” ha# said, 
any-tiling hostile to the “ importation ”-andn 
“ contagion” creed of our worthy Generals 
I cannot say ; but it is currently reported, 
and I believe it t9 be true, that {lie redoubt* 
able accoucheur pf the garrison has beep 
summoned to head 'quarters, to, report es- 
pecially on the obovs • mentioned case*! 
What opinion this sage has thought , proper 
to offer to his Excellency continues p mys- 
tery, and is studiously withheld ml 

such plebeians as myself. 

“ A young medical officer in the garrison,, 
who hpe been, not very remotely, converted 
by that most powerful of all agencies— tpq 
talismanic wand of promotion,, SfSerts, jn 
opposition to formerly- declared ppinifus, 
that pone of the sp cases are yellow fgvpf * 
but under what genus of disease he would 
wish to class them, he hasnot yet though^ 
proper to make kuown. This geotleman is, 
indeed, one of those logical reftapners, the 
medical aim of whose conclusions it is . nqt 
at all times easy to comprehend j yet. it 
argues, I think, with snmeshpwof reason, 
that hjs object is further tp attract.ijie^qn- 
beams of the fmlamba luminaries to a qwe 
concentrated, focus on lps cabe+a, by wjnep. 
prbbably, he supposes its pereqral gtrqcpurq 
might be wanned into a more brilUaut apd, 
energetic display of ideas, in defending tLe 
visionary dqgntas pf the^e worfhief,” 

We refrain, for t|> e present, froin inaKfhg 
any lengthened cdn>m?n$* piMheahave ex,*? 
tract, which/ however, the importance of 
the subject woqld ahqoat compel qs, tq do, 
but will content our^elv^a quietly to awmi 
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the course of events ; and should our next 
intelligence from Gibraltar discover the 
cases remarked on by our correspondent 
to have assumed an epidemic character, we 
moat sincerely trust that the enlightened 
secretary for the colonies, General Sir George 
Murray, will immediately cause to be dis- 
patched to that fortress, a few well-educated 
medical men of tried integrity, and possess- 
ing sufficient rauk to prevent the repetition of 
sueh hole-and-coruer work as took place at 
the close of the epidemic of 1828. We need 
not remark, because it is sufficiently known, 
that the gallant secretary above alluded to, 
caused to be instituted a board of inquiry 
into the origin of that epidemic ; but owing 
to the interested motives of some of the 
members of that board, together with the 
prepossessions of others, the intentions of 
the gallant secretary had well nigh been 
frustrated ; and frustrated they certairily 
would have been (for truth was most clearly 
not the object sough t by the majority of the 
members of the board), bad not the un- 
bending integrity of Colonel Chapman and 
Judge Stowell, two of the members, pro- 
tected the opinions of the obviously con- 
scientious, from the insolent and ignorant, 
cross-examinations of two men, who, most 
unceremoniously, were foisted into the com- 
mission, as we have good reason to know, 
without the honourable secretary ever being 
consulted on the occasion. For our own 
part, we have no wish to see any further 
examination instituted into the origin of tbis 
fever ; for we have long since considered 
all such fevers to be just os much the pro- 
duct of the soil as the potatoe ; but it is just 
and proper, that so long as individuals are 
found arguing for an exotic origin of the 
distemper, that inquiry should be allowed to 
take place ; and iu such an inquiry it is 
most especially requisite that no persons who 
may be avowedly interested in support of 
this latter opinion should be permitted to in- 
terfere, without having, at all events, their 
designs and movements submitted to the 
most rigid public scrutiny. 


UR. KINO. 

To the Editor of Tiie Lancet. 

Sin,— If the editor of The Lancet will 
appropriate a corner of his journal to the let- 
ter beneath, he will favour oue who believes 
himself honest in the expressions of the 
sentiments it contains. 

In No. 364 of The Lancet, I was sur- 
prised and hurt to find that a meeting and 
consequent resolutions emanating from those 
of my fellow pupils then in town, too cer- 
tainly proved that Mr. King had ceased to 
be attached to the school. To me, and I 
am sure, to the rest of the absentees, this 


occurrence was perfectly unexpected and 
much ^deplored. We bad never doubted 
that we should meet our very worthy and 
respeoted teacher 'in the ensuing season — 
that otir acquaintance and connexion would 
be renewed but to be perpetuated — that 
the estegfii, nay affection, which was so 
purely, so gratuitously offered, wanted only 
opportunm^£ v for its exercise to prove the 
force of its sincerity. This was founded on 
no blind adherence— tbfere was no prostra- 
tion of thanks ; it was the most natural tri- 
bute of generous minds, an honest expres- 
sion of their feeling offered to talent, urba- 
nity, and strict disinterestedness. We all 
felt that when Mr. King joined qs, we had 
a valuable accession ; constant in his at- 
tentions, unwearied in his exertions, he 
I smoothed difficulties, and pointed attention 
to matters till then unheeded. TKe necessity 
of perseverance was inculcated, the object to 
be attained was pointed out, and higher 
stimulus to exertion encouraged. His really 
valuable instructions were offered in the 
most unreserved manner, and in the most 
impressive form ; and there are many of his 
pupils who will proudly acknowledge their 
value and importance, whilst they lament 
the suddenness of their .deprivation. Whilst 
their attachment and esteem were freely, 
voluntarily offered, it will be matter of con- 
gratulation to both , that a reciprocity of 
feeling was engendered, which has been 
mutually acknowledged, and will be perma- 
nently recorded. 

An old Pupil op the 
Aldersgate-street School. 

Sept. 8th, 1830. 

TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications have been received 
from Mr. F. Partin — Mr. Saxon — M. J.— . 
Mr. W. Priest — Recorder — Mr. Grafton— 
An Old Pupil of the London Hospital — An 
Apothecary's Apprentice— An Apprentice 
— A Constant Reader— Mr. James Baker— 
Mr Thomas Hewett — Mr. Edward Clarkson 
— One— A Friend to Truth and Justice— 
Mr. Alfred Ayrton— J. H. P. — H. M. — Mr. 
Elmore — A Poor Assistant-Surgeon — Mr. 

R. B. Smith— Zeta—D. S.— Mr. J. H. 
Dixon — Dr. Kilbride — Mr. W. H. Potter— 
Mr. B. Hart— Mr. Vertu — Mr. J. B. Pettet 
— H. F. — Fairplay — A. A. J. B.— A Junior 
Pupil of the London Hospital — Mr. Angel 
— A Constant Subscriber — A Friend — Ma- 
chaon — A Subscriber, Southampton — Mr. 
W. Eddowes — Mr. John James — W. W.— 
Mr. W. B. Jackson — Delta — A Medical 
Student — Mr. J. M. Walker — Mr. W. 
Watts — Mr. G. Walker— Auscultator — W. 

S. — R. A.— L. X. A.— G. H. W.— S. B.— 
Mr. Thomas Davies — A Friend to Medical 
Science— Mr. T. Johnson* 
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* ON 

THE TOXICOLOGICAL RELATIONS 

OF THE 

SULPHOCYANIC ACID. 

By W. B. O’Shaughnessy, M.D. 

In the following observations, my princi- 
pal object is to point out the peculiar cir- 
cumstances under which the extreme sensi- 
tiveness of the meconic acid to the persalts 
of iron, may be rendered a certain test of 
the presence of opium in medico-legal in- 
quiries. That further remarks on this sub- 
ject are not entirely superfluous, is proved 
by numerous and convincing reasons. To 
these, however, I shall not now advert, as 
they will show themselves sufficiently and 
more appropriately as we proceed. 

In the first place, then, I shall very briefly 
enumerate the chief chemical peculiarities 
by which opium and its solutions are distin- | 
guished. 

I shall next consider the principal imita- 
tive actions which, taking place between 
other substances, interfere with the decisive 
character of the evidence thus detailed. 

Finally, I shall notice the leading pro- 
cesses recommended by toxicologists for its 
detection, and either point out or explain 
how far each process is affected by the 
sources of fallacy which shall be described. 

To many, I am aware that a recapitulation 
of the chemical constitution of opium is en- 
tirely unnecessary ; but as there is at least 
an equal number to whom this repetition 
may be desirable, I shall proceed with it, 
though with the utmost brevity, and only so 
far as the chemical relations of the drug are 
toxicologically concerned. The two most 
remarkable ingredients of opium, are mor- 
phia and meconic acid, which exist together 
m the state of a neutral saline combination 
The separation of the meconic acid from the 
solutions of opium, is easily effected by the 
agency of lead, with which it forms an inso- 
luble compound, so that the addition of the 
acetate of lead to a solution of opium, causes 
an interchange of elements ; the rueconate 

No. 370. 


of morphia is decomposed, the insoluble 
compound of meconic acid and lead sub- 
sides, and the acetate of morphia remains in 
solution. If this meconate of lead be now 
subjected to a stream of sulphuretted hy- 
drogen gas, the acid is set free, and may be 
obtained by filtration and subsequent boiliog. 
This solution is now found to possess pe- 
culiar properties, it reddens litmus, and with 
the persalts of iron assumes au intensely red 
colour. 

To this latter property of the meconic 
acid, toxicologists have justly directed their 
principal attention in their search for a me- 
thod of detecting opium in complex admix- 
tures ; as if, however, to baffle the industry 
of chemists, it has long since been disco- 
vered, that the sulphocyunic acid and its 
salts possess the same action with the per- 
salts of iron as the meconic acid, and that 
with an equal, if not superior delicacy ; and, 
what is of the first importance, that the 
sulphocyanute of potass exists in the saliva, 
the bile, and other animal secretions. An 
evident source of fallacy thus presented it- 
self, — if not in actual analysis, at leust in 
the logical precision required in medico- 
legal testimony. Though lawyers have 
availed themselves of the notice taken of tlio 
fact, in works on forensic medicine, yet no 
attempt has been made to ascertain whether 
the sulphocyanate of iron might be formed 
at all during the process for detecting opium, 
and, if so, how the two salts (the meconate 
and sulphocyunate of iron) mightbe distin- 
guished from each other. 

To remedy this defect, I have applied 
the several processes recommended for 
detecting the meconic ucid ; first, to solu- 
tions containing the sulphocyanate of pot- 
ass ; and, secondly, to the animal secre- 
tions which are asserted to contain that sub- 
stance. The results of these experiments I 
now communicate under the impression that 
they may be of some practical utility, both 
as far as regards the discarding of deceptive 
processes, and the further elucidation of one 
which has received the sanction of the most 
distinguished of all authors on the chemistry 
of poisons, t 


+ Vide Christison, p. 51G. 
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Three modifications hare been recom- 
mended in the application of the iron test 
to solutions suspected to contain opium. 
The first is the direct addition of the per- 
muriate of iron to the fluid under examina- 
tion; the secqnd is the preatpitattoa Of tb% 
fluid by the spetate qf lead, and th# decom- 
position of the precipitate by the sulphuric 
acid ; the third differs from the second 
essentially, in this decomposition being ef- 
fected by the sulphuretted hydrogen gas. . 

To the first of these methods there exists | 
..one great and almost palpable objection, 
lianmy* that the saliva contains the sulpho- 
Cyanic acid in combination with potass in 
such a^ quantity, that the addition of the 
permuriate of iron is sufficient to change it 
to a deep blood-red colour. It is strange, 
that though this fact has been long known/ 
it has only been noticed in the most super*, 
ficial manner by the Recent writers on the 
^detection of poisons. Thus Dr. Christison, 
speaking of the meconic acid and its effects 
on the persalts of iron, dismisses this fallacy 
in the folio wing words: — “ Only one other 
.acid is so affected, namely, the sulphocyanic, 
a very rare substance,” I have also often 
found evidence of the sulphocyanates in the 
.mucous fluid remaining attached to the vil- 
lous coat of the stomach, and it was more- 
over remarkable that this .fluid had, in all 
these cases, an acid re-action on the litmus 
test. For these reasons 1 believe it will be 
admttted.that the direct addition of the per- 
’muriate of iron to a suspected fluid, can 
never afford satisfactory indications of the 
meconic acid, 

/ Tb'e second modification of the process is 
also liable to some important fallacies. The 
acetate of lead, added to various organic 
fluids, while it precipitates the muriates, 
phosphates, &c., which they contain, also 
causes an abundant deposition of organic 
^matters, especially olbumen and casein. If 
to a precipitate of this kind strong sulphu- 
ric acid be added (in the quantity recom- 
mended by the proposer of this method of 
decomposing the mecpnate of lead), the 
fluid will, in a very short time, assume a 
reddish tint, net at* all dissimilar to the me- 
conate and siilphocyanate of iron. This 
effect is produced by the action of the sul- 
phuric ocid on the albumen attached to the 
metallic precipitate, an action first pointed 
out by Dr. Hope, the professor of chemistry 
in the University of Edinburgh, but never 
before (at least as far as 1 am aware) applied 
to the elucidation of difficulties in this de- 
partment ef analysis. Its importance is, 
however, by no means trivial, os it is con- 
cerned, not only in the search for opium, 
but in several other analogous investiga- 
tions. On a late celebrated inquest, 1 was 
intrusted with a portion of skin for analysis, 
15' Which it was supposed Some irritating 


and deleterious liniment had been applied. 
On this skin, and the fluid in which it had 
been preserved, [ instituted a series of ex- 
periments, so devised as to comprehend by 
their indications, arsenic, antimony, copper, 
silver, and thfc OOrrcjMve luffd*. The fluid 
reddened litpus slightly, afid contained 
starch in solution, resulting from some par- 
ticles of a poultice which adhered to the 
skin. Nitrate Of baryta /caused in this a 
white precipitate, which, whqn treated 
while moist, with the nitric and sulphuric 
acids, became of a reddish colour, inclining 
to violet, precisely of the same tint as minute 
portions of the iodide of starch assume in 
complicated mixtures. These, phenomena 
strongly indicated the presenoe or hydriodrc 
acid ; but as the pitro-iquriate of platinum 
was not affected by the fluid, and as, in sub- 
sequent, experiments* X foapd the Sulphuric 
acid to produce the same effect on several 
albufnidOus precipitates, A considered (hut a 
sufficient source of- fallacy existed in these 
experiments, to render inadmiMiUe any 
testimony founded on their resist** 

To the third process 1 have in the last 
place to advert ; it consists in decomposing 
the supposed meconate of lead, by sulphur? 
etted hydrogen gas. It is recommended by 
Dr. Cbristison,and I am happy to be enabled 
to add my feeble evidence in support of its 
great superiority over every other hitherto 
recommended. Its chief excellence how- 
ever, Dr. Christison has omitted to mention* 
and Which consists, in the first place, i« 
its entire freedom from the fallacy of the 
reddening of albumeu by the sulphuric acid ; 
and, in the second place, in the necessary 
removal of every trace of sulphocyanic acid, 
or its compounds, which is perfectly sccom- 
lisbed by the Washing of the precipitate as 
e directs. . Nothing can point out mor« 
strongly than this, the value of minute prac- 
tical directions as to the manipulation of 
toxological analysis. In this instance, any 
sulphocysnate of lead . which pay hava been 
formed, is dissolved away by the water 
employed in the ablution of the precipitate. 
Thus if the aulphocyanio and meconic acids 
be mixed together, .and tbe acetate of 
lead be added, a precipitate falls down 
which, when washed* carefully, and decom- 
posed by sulphuretted hydrogen, affords thp 
meconio acid. Again, if the fluid remaining 
after the precipitation be filtered, and tested 
with the permuriate of iron, it will afford 
the red aulphocyaoate of that metal. 

When I first commenced experiments on 
this subject, my object was to find out e 
method by which two rgd solutions of the 
same tint, one the meconate, and the other 
the sulphocyanate of iron, might be dis- 
tinguished from each other, lit the pure 
state this is easily effected by diluting both 
with distilled water, to a very light and 
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transparent decree of redness, snd theft Add* 
tog a drop of in stWiiie solution. Tbo 
muphoofinate immediately it bleached to a 
dead pale white, • while the meconate be- 
comes turbid, lad deepeae in its tint 
Again; the colour of the sulpbocyanate may- 
be restored by the cantioas addition of a 
sahxtioq of chlorine* while the meconate 
does lot readme it# redneta under the same 
treatment To these' experiments, however, 
I do not attach much practical importance, 
is, in the first place, they require extreme 
attention to the quantity of the permuriate 
bf iron employed in striking the original red 
Colour, as a minute excess of the salt of iron 
completely obscures the distinguishing cha- 
racters thus described. In the second 
j^lsce, various animal fluids interfere with 
the actions ter a very troublesome degree. 

’ In conclusion,'! may obserre, that my 
aim In the preceding observations, has rather 
been to collect together some isolated and 
{Mattered chemical facts, aud to apply them | 
to the purposes of this particular (ranch of, 
analysis, than to ad ranee any not el or pe- j 
buliar Opinions. At any rate, attention to 
these facts snd explanations may contribute 
in some degree to prevent the confusion 
which might be occasioned on cross-ex- 
bmlnatfon, by interrogatories respecting the 
fallacies attributed to the agency of the 
Sulphocyanic acid. 

25, Hadlow Street, London. 

\ 27th September, 1830. 


, ON THE HEART. 

* By Wm. Dobson, Surgeon. 

Sincb the time qf Harvey, the action of 
ibe heart has been founded on sensibility. 
Though this organ is . supplied with nerves 
•Which endow it with the power of involun- 
•tsry motion, yet it is conceived requisite 
ti>at some stimulus should be applied to 
(ring it into play j and. however paradoxical 
it may appear, it is nevertheless true, that 
the heart will continue its action when re- 
moved from the body. 

The motions of the heart are conceived to 
result from the agency of the blood in its 
cavities, acting either by some inherent 
gtimulus in the blood, or by distending the 
walls of the organ. For a considerable pe- 
riod I have been engaged in examining the 
nature of the circulation, but other neces- 
>ary engagements have prevented me giv- 
ing publicity to my observations ; and I 


• * remark here, that *o treat is the influence 
JM AHuQine of earthy carbonates over the colour of 
fbc sotybocyanate of iron, that tbo addition of 
4ham** watcr» to an eqoal y.dame, will 4took>rizea 
deep rod solution of that salt. 


should not, at tbs present, have Intruded 
into the pages of Thb La near, but for the 
notice of two theories on the heart's motion, 
by Drs. Corrigan and Hope ; hoping, how- 
ever, by the promulgation of my observe* 
tiona, to assist in solving that important 
problem, ** the cause of the hear ft stroke on 
the chest." 

When opposite opinions sre entertained 
by eminent .individuals, wo necessarily pre- 
sume either that the question is so abstruse 
as to elude demonstration, or that their 
theories are deduced from false data. The 
latter conjecture I shall endeavour to prove 
is the cihe. It la imagined, then/ that the 
| heart requires some stimulus to excitq it to 
motidn. Not a more erroneous notion ever 
prevailed! It originated in the dawn of 
science, when the physiology of the nervqus 
system was as imperfect as its anatomy was 
unknown. Such is the influence or the 
nervi sympsthetiei on the organ it supplies/ 
tlist it not only endows them with the 
power ef moving independent of the will 
but it enables them to perform continuous 
alternate contractions and dilatations quite 
independent of every other material agency . 
I have alluded to a fret, that the heart will 
contract after its removal from the body ; 
and 1 may adduce another equally valid in 
support of my position. Having introduced 
my hand into the thorax of a dog, I grasped 
the two veon cava, to as to preclude the 
entrance of blood into cbe heart. What 
was the effeett Why the action of the 
heart was still maintained t Though some- 
what enfeebled, it continued to dilate and 
contract alternately and regularly. The 
circumstance, which seemed remarkably pe- 
culiar, was, the diastole , both of the auri- 
cles aud ventricles, was apparently more 
energetic than the eyttole . In Ibis experi- 
ment 1 witnessed the following pheno- 
mena:—- 

1. That, during the diastole of the ven- 
tricles, the heart was visibly augmented in 
size ; and that, during the diastole, it was 
when the stroke against the bide of the 
tborak occurred, not only the apex, but 
the anterior Surface of the heart, impinged 
against the thoracic wall. 

2. During {he eystoie of the ventricles, 
the heart diminished in size, and receded 
into the thorax. 

Remembering that, as taught in the 
schools, this stroke of the heart against the 
chest resulted from the aorta endeavouring 
to siraigbten Itself, when blood was thrown 
in, tilting the apex agaiost the ohest. To 
obviate this effect I grasped the ven» cava*, 
snd thus removed that attributed oause, but 
tbs pbeuomana occurred as before. 

These experiments and observations were 
made at the least twelve months age } eon- 

D 2 
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frequently, previous to the publication of 
Dr. Corrigan’s interesting essay. 

Many other phenomena were also noticed. 
At some future period I hope to lay before 
your numerous readers a more detailed state- 
ment. Should these few remarks, however, 
be deemed of value, I shall feel obliged by 
their early insertion. 

14, Arabella How, Pimlico. 


OBSERVATIONS 

ON 

8YMPTOMS ATTRIBUTED TO 

CEREBRAL DISEASE. 

By Forbes Winslow, Surgeon • 

Were the attention of medical men, says 
Sydenham, directed as much to the preven- 
tion as to the cure of disease, many of thpse 
deviations from the healthy condition now 
considered as the opprobria of our art 
would be prevented. Few in the present 
day question the truth of this observation. 
It is generally believed by those engaged in 
medical practice, that by a j udicious manage- 
ment of the health of those constitutionally 
predisposed to particular maladies, the de- 
velopment of many of the diseases con- 
sidered as incurable by the profession might 
be prevented. The practitioner, by anticipat- 
ing disease, is thus enabled to prevent many 
of those organic affections, which when, de- 
veloped, resist the united skill of the pbyr 
•ician, surgeon, and apothecary. It is 
well known that consumption may be pre- 
vented by removing a patient phthisically 
predisposed, to a mild climate. The deve- 
lopment of insanity may also often be pre- 
vented, by paying great attention to the 
moral and physical treatment ,of those who 
are heriditarily predisposed to this distress- 
ingdisease. 

The medical profession are much indebted 
to the late Dr. Gooch for his able disquisi- 
tion “ on the symptoms in children erro- 
neously attributed to congestion of the 
brain.” Dr. Gooch united with, a profound 
knowledge of every branch of his profession 
great professional tact, which enabled him 
to discover with uncommon nicety, the 
legitimate causes of morbid action. Very 
few works communicate so much sound prac- 
tical information as Dr. Gooch’s last work 
on “ Diseases of Females.” 

In the essay above alluded to, Dr. Gooch 
hfr8 endeavoured to prove that many ofihose 
diseases commonly attributed to cerebral 
congestion, arise from a deficiency of ner- 
vous power, and require for their removal 
not depletion but support. Consequently 
.bleeding tends greatly to aggravate the 
affection and hasten the fatal tendency. 


>N DEBILITY. 

That great sanguineous depletion is not only 
injurious to young children, but very fre- 
quently the cause of an accumulation of 
water in the head, cannot be for a moment 
questioned. This fact is of great import- 
ance to the profession, for it is only from 
facts that we are enabled to deduce right 
conclusions. 

By a series of experiments made by Drs. 
Saunders and Seeds of Edinburgh, they 
have found more or less of serous effusion 
within the brains of animals who have been 
bled to death, either from arteries or veins ; 
and Dr. Kelly says, “ Were it possible by 
profuse hemorrhages, to drain the brain 
of a sensible portion of its red blood, the 
place of this spoliation would be sup- 
plied by extra and intra vascular serum, and 
that watery effusion within the head is a 
constant concomitant , or consequence , of 
great sanguineous depletion . * 1 am in- 
debted for the account of the following cases 
to a medical friend, Mr. Simmons, and as 
they prove the correctness of Dr. Saunders’ 
experiment, I shall briefly narrate them. 

Case 1 .— Susan A. aetat. 5, of a delicate 
constitution, laboured under the following 
symptoms: — Great languor, unwillingness 
to move her head, to which she was con- 
stantly applying her hands, as if in great 
pain; the vision was indistinct, the pulse 
quick, hut feeble, the bowels irregular 
The medical gentlemen, judging from the 
symptoms that inflammatory action was 
going on, applied eight leeches to the 
temples, and ordered her bowels to be 
emptied by a cathartic composed of calomel 
and jalap. The following day the child was 
worse, the leeches having failed to relieve 
the supposed inflammatory symptoms.- On 
the second day four more leeches were ap- 
plied to the temples, and a hliater to the 
nape of the neck, notwithstanding which, 
the child gradually grew worse, and on the 
sixth day died. Towards the latter part of 
her illness, she showed every indication of 
the existence of water in the head. On the 
post-mortem examination, a large quantity 
of serum was found in the ventricles. There 
was no appearance in the brain which would 
lead a person to believe that inflammation 
bad at all existed previous to the child's 
death. The vessels of the brain were found 
unusually empty, f 

Case 2. This case, which was attended 
by the same medical man, resembled the 
above, both as regards the 'symptoms and 
the reaults, with the exception of a lest 
quantity of serum being discovered after 
death in the brain. 


* Pathology of the Brain. 

+ This accords exactly with what Dr. M. Hall 
represents himself to have seen in the examination 
of those who have died nnder similar circum stances. 
—On loss of Blood . Med. Essays, 
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Case 3. — Matilda H., a? tat. 3, of a stru- 
mous habit, was attacked* with great rest- 
lessness, pain in the head, and a quick but 
feeble pulse. The skin was of an ordinary 
temperature ; the bowels were not confined. 
•The eyes of this patient had that peculiar 
squint considered by medical men as a sure 
indication of the existence of water in the 
brain. The same medical gentlemen being 
called in, and fearing lest this case should 
prove fatal, called in Mr. Simmons, when 
they agreed in consultation to adopt a differ- 
ent plan of treatment. The pacient was 
allowed a generous diet, and tonic and 
stimulant medicines were administered. To 
the surprise of both practitioners, neither of 
whom had anticipated a favourable result, 
the little patient on their next visit was con- 
siderably improved, and gradually recovered. 

Were not the symptoms of the two un- 
successful cases aggravated by bleeding, 
and are we not warranted, reasoning from 
analogy, in supposing that the accumulation 
of the serum found in the ventricles of the 
brain after death, was the consequence of 
the great abstraction of blood, and not the 
cause of the supposed inflammatory symp- 
toms? Dr. Marshall Hall has published 
some valuable remarks on the effects of loss 
of blood, which are well worthy the atten- 
tion of every practitioner. Dr. Hall's ob- 
servations on this subject coincide with 
those made by Dr. Gooch ; for he says, “ I 
have frequently known the effects of loss of 
blood, to be mistaken for inflammation of 
the brain." Do not let it be supposed that 
I* wish to deprecate the use of leeches in 
affections of the heads of children ; on the 
contrary, I think that when inflammation is 
known to be going on in any part of the 
head, abstraction of blood by leeches is the 
only effectual way of putting a stop to its 
progress. But there are cases, the symp- 
toms of which greatly resemble those pro- 
duced by inflammation, but which are caused 
by a deficiency of blood, by a want of nervous 
power in the system, and which are only 
to be successfully combated by supporting 
the patient. 

“ I have many times," says Mr. Aber- 
crombie, in his excellent work on Diseases 
of the Brain , “ seen children lie a day or 
two in a kind of stupor, and recover under 
the use of wine and nourishment. It is often 
scarcely to be distinguished from the coma 
which accompanies diseases of the brain." 

in the cases above related, the pulse was 
quick, but feeble ; the skin was cold , and the 
constitution previous to the attack of illness, 
was greatly debilitated by want of proper 
nourishment. These circumstances must 
ide tire practitioner in bis treatment, 
hen he finds his patient labouring under 
symptoms of cerebral disease, combined 
with a feeble pu’se, cold skin, and a con- 


stitution naturally delicate, he may be sure 
that the symptoms indicative of in in- 
flammatory affeotioa of the brain, arise from 
a deficiency of nervous energy, and requite 
for their removal every-tbing calculated to 
support and strengthen the constitution. 
From au inattention to these circumstances, 
many fatal errors have been committed. 

16, Rock Street, Portman Square. 

Sept. 1830. 


PROFESSIONAL REMINISCENCES. 

No. II. 

MIDWIFERY CASES. ULCERATED LEGS.— 

TRUE BENEVOLENCE.— DROPSY. — HERNIA. 

— CANCER. 

I take the advantage of a leisure hoar 
to resume my pen, which is so much the 
easier task from my having pledged myself 
to no consecutive tissue of narrative or 
course of argument. I shall, therefore, 
without referring to my former paper, con- 
sult my memory, and proceed according to 
its dictates in the same desultory style. 

That paper closes with cases of mid- 
wifery. To these I shall only at present 
add one or two more. I was the medical 
attendant daring the birth of a first child, 
and first placenta oat of three in a case of 
triplets. Each child hod its* separate pla- 
centa. In every case of twins that I have 
seen, both navel strings were inserted into 
one placenta of a somewhat larger than the 
average size. The spontaneous detachment 
of the first placenta after the birth of the 
first child, and this without being followed 
by the slightest haemorrhage on itr removal’, 
was not the least singular circumstance at- 
tending this case. I was at that time an 
assistant. The gentleman with whom I 
lived was one of the most skilful aocoucbeum 
in that part of the country. It was during 
his temporary absence that 1 supplied his 
place. As the case, both previously to 
delivery and afterwards, was but partially 
and incidentally under my care, I only hove 
it in my power to mention that the patient 
did well, and that the children lived some 
weeks. Both children and after-births 
were very small. 

I have one other little case to mention, 
winch occurred more entirely under my 
own eye. A patient of mine, after a labour 
of some duration, accompanied with con- 
siderable haemorrhage, gave birth to an ap- 
parently still-born child. The snuffbox of 
a neighbour being at hand, it struck me 
that (without consulting Denman or Mer- 
riman) it would be no unwise thing to take 
a small pinch out of it, and administer to the 
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child* A§ it trill not ;do at such junctures 
. to bn very recherche in one’s choice of re- 
{ medi**, I placed a little on the ebild’s lip, 
and blear ijt up its nostrils* I found this 
summery process answer the end as well* or 
.perhaps better, than any more elaborate 
Stimulant. The child very speedily sneezed, 
and.ihowed other unequivocal symptoms of 
vitality., and though for some time .very 
weakly, and destined to £0 through many 
struggles for its life, it is living at this time, 
% a nice healthy child of near three years did. 

I have given these two cases without 
note or comment ; but I will make now a 
few remark* upon them. When any opi- 
nion we form in spienoe appears to our- 
selves a doubtful one, it is best 'to set it 
down as such, and so leave it to abide. the 
test of experience and observation. 

In the last case of twins I attended, (both 
of the children being now, as their first ap- 
pearance promised (bat they would be, alive 
and healthy,) the after birth was larger tbas 
the three separate after-births in the triplet 
•cpse put together. Is it, or is it not, the 
case ceteris, paribus, and on the average, 
that fine healthy children have large after- 
births 1 Again, it is popularly believed 
that the occurrence of hemorrhage in any 
graqt degree, particularly during the latter 
r perio4 of gestation, *f spoils” the. child’s 
,** longevity/' It does not seem unreasona- 
bly to conclude that the vis vita of a child 
must be weakened and enfeebled from this 
cause, though by no means irrecoverably. 
.When haemorrhage during labour is very 
4 great, and has lasted long unchecked* we 
.naturally expect to see a still-born child, 
#pd it is seldom that we haye the plea- 
sure of being agreeably disappointed, I 
fb not promise to relinquish finally the 
subject of midwifery, but I shall for the 
present shift the scene, and commence a 
fresh train of remioisceuQes ; some of tham, 
perhaps, less, strictly professional. than the 
foregoing, but all of them owing their origin 
to my opportunities as a medical mao, aud 
thy places which I have filled, and situations 
In which I have found myself in that ca- 
pacity. 

. The first professional nuisance I learned 
to deprecate occurred to me, in 1817*18, 
when phpil to the late Jacob Jones, Esq., 
9 f Finsbury $quarg, who. was surgeon to a 
public dispensary, I had ,to dress certain 
ulcers in the legs, (of annual, or sometimes 
perennial nature,) the property of poor 
people, who, ill fed and ill clad, were in the 
habit of drinking as much gin as they could 
get by way of counter-irritant to the general 
ailment of poverty and destitution. The 
consequence of this was a cachectic habit 
of body very unfavourable to the consumma- 
tion of any curative process. Healthy pus 
would be secreted — healthy granulations 


would form, and everything would gfton 
swimmingly for a time, when on a sudden* 
some morning on removing the bandagt 
and dressing, behold, a black livid-looking 
patch — the walls of the ulcer giving way 
and enlarging, and all our work to do over 
again.! In vain we tried ung, pieis, ung* 
hyd. nitrat, sprinkling with pulv. rhei., 
and a succession of stimulants and refri* 
gerants, and what not, aided by the moat 
careful bandaging ; our labours were fre* 
quently like those of Sisyphus, Even when 
at lepgth they were dismissed cured, ex* 
perience taught us to be sparing of our 
orations, for there was no telliug how soon# 
like Monsieur Tonson, they would coma 
again, 'I dare say several fresh genera* 
tions of ulcerated legs have in due coursa 
flourished since my time, to the edification 
of my successors in office. I may speak on 
this subjeot con amove , and the more feel* 
ingly, as the duty of dresser devolved 
mostly on myself. Such sores are much 
mqre manageable in the country. Diseases 
in London and in the country differ, and 
require different treatment. This holds 
good among the poor especially. There ia 
much sense and knowledge of human nature 
(I mention this en peasant) in a piece of 
advice to dram-drinkers which I met with 
some timb since in a popular pamphlet. 
Persons who wish to break off a habit which, 
to say the least of it, is injurious to the 
constitution, are recommended to substitute 
a pinch of snuff for a glass of gin every time 
they want one, as being the more harmless 
stimulant of the two. There is no doubt 
that in this way the task of reformation 
would prove easier. . The facilities afforded 
us by nature for breaking off evil habits 
and mal-associations, bodily and mental, are 
ample and numerous. The ability to make 
use of these constitutes a species of versa- 
tility of mind, which it is very desirable to 
Cultivate. But I perceive that my paper ia 
taking a transcendental turn. 

To descend from these cloudy regions of 
semi - metaphysics, I remember it wae 
about this time that Mri Jones assisted 
with' food, money, and, what, considering 
his immense practice at that time, was a 
greater boon than either, his professional 
advice and attendance, a man who had 
lapsed from a state of affiaence into poverty, 
and who himself, in the advanced stage of 
decline, was living iu an upstairs room, 
which contained one bed for the joint ac- 
commodation of himself, a wife^ and four 
children. It was my part to visit them oc- 
casionally, both for and with Mr« Jones. 
He had been an officer in a dragoon regi- 
ment, and had given 9002. for his commis- 
sion. This he, * through imprudence or mis* 
fortune, was at length obliged to sell, and 
having no knowledge of any means of earning 
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w&ey, Ml gradaifly mklo««a41ow»r 
Is Annie af admaitjf, Botlet me not 
depict bis noaditioii in too dark colours. At 
Instructive e moral lesaon aright be retd to 
m, on the vanity of human apprehensions 
et oe tHe ytnity of human wishes. Hit 
sufferings ware probably mere apparent 
than veal ; in a great measure insensible to 
the pretence of turroundipg oalsnrides, he 
waa for the most part employed m thinking 
of another world, at flrat with anxiety, and 
afterwards with hope. Thai circumstanced 
with regard to worldly matters, let the 
world gneat who visited this deserted and 
unfortunate gentleman in siekneaa and af- 
fliction f Hia brother officers— his gay 
companions of but a few years previous 1 
No ! By them he was probably forgotten. 
They either knew not of hia adverse cir- 
cumstances, or took no cere for them. Who 
then befriended him in fefflictioni A few 
faithful men among the Wesleyan Me- 
thodists the unpaid, voluntary emissaries 
of the Benevolent Society visited him, re- 
lieved his temporal necessities, partly from 
the funds of the society, partly from their 
own private . purses. Their kindness to- 
wards him was manifested with delicacy, 
and > ithout ostehtation ; and through their 
.charitable attentions and religious counsels, 
ho enjoyed those comforts which sickness 
needs, and died '* fearing God,’* and in a 
ttafe of calm and peacefol preparation for a 
better world which montrchs might envy. 
In fact, I know no society on the face of -the 
earth by which a greater aggregate of un- 
mixed good -is effected. The only claim 
the objects of this charity have occasion to 
make, is founded on tbs bumble merit of 
their being human matures in distress, and 
such as bear this character, without seeking 
aid, are industriously sought out and relieved 
as far as the funds of the society will admit, 
often aided, as in this instance, by private 
. and extempore benefactions. 

• Among the many dispensary patiehta 
whom I saw at their abodes in Golden Lane, 
Grub Street, London Well, and other streets 
or their courts and alleys, was a woman who 
had ovarian dropsy, on whom I saw Mr. 
Jones perform the operation of tapping, 
thout once every seven weeks, for tins 
spine of two years, It waa not till some 
'yeaip after the first operation that she at 
length died. The recovery of a gentleman 
from dropsy of the abdomen, after having 
been, tapped three times by Mr, Jones, also 
oeeura to my memory. I have somewhere 
by me the minutes of bis. case, but caunot 
now find them. I remember about the same 
time, a ease of narrow escape from the ope- 
ration for incarcerated femoral' hernia, in 
which* after the scalpels had been placed in 
Order on the table by the iate Mr. Taunton 
•f t!ftUon. Gardcn,,who wps to have ope- 


rated, Mr. Camplin (Mr. Jones's partner, 
end fab* hie successor) succeeded on t last 
attempt, in reducing it effectually. I need 
not say that the taxis, tobacco enemas, and 
every pps<» hte rfr»dy, had been renprted to, 
before th« operation was contemplated. 
Bui it it worth remembering that It the 
very last point of time left for such an ex*- 
penmenf, five minutes' oontinaal pressure 
Cbould have been successful in reducing it, 
and saving a patient from a painful and bsasrdU 
ous operation. At the tame time, I am 
afraid that I cannot say I rejoiced at this 
prorogation tine die of the said operation 
so much as I should. I believe I was guilty 
of entertaining some flight sensations of In- 
voluntary disappointment. 

I would fein repeat some anecdotes which 
struck me much m Taunton's lectures, bat 
I begin to think I have written enough for 
one rime. The motto of a reminiscent ought 
to be 

Glisses moriels^o’appuyes pas. 

Accordingly, to avoid fatiguing my reader 
or myself, I shall now close No. II„ with % 
recollection of more recent date. 

ThC first case of chimney-sweeper's can- 
cer that hat occurred to me in my private 
praetiee, has proved a very satisfactory one 
in its results. About this time Inst year, • 
man in the neighbourhood of Wycombe who 
followed this occupation, showed men small 
hard tumour in the axilla which had for some 
time been painfol. The pain extended 
across the pectoral muscle in the course of 
the absorbent vessels, and w*s so great, font 
he was very willing to submit to any opera- 
tion. At there appeared no doubt* or tbd 
nature of the tumour — at there waa a chance 
of its progressing and extending, and Under 
any circumstances of its beoomtng large, 
and increasingly perilous to remove, endran 
(moreover) hit father had died of a rimttar 
complaint,'— I advised him to letmd remove 
it. This I accomplished with little diffi- 
culty, and complete suocess. . The wound 
went on fevonrably, and he has had no 4 mm 
in the part, nor has any tumour formed there 
or elsewhere since, f he tumour ;(w|ucb 1 
have kept by me preserved in spirits), 
when cut open, exhibited very distinctly 
that inolpient cancerous structure Which is 
oalled scirrbus. A* the wound was smell, 
to mike sssurauoe doubly suss, I touched 
the bottom of the wound with lunar cauetie, 
in order to destroy any fibres belonging to 
the removed tumour that might remain. 

Once more X subscribe myself. Sir, 

Yours obediently, 

8 . Gowsn, 

High Wycombe, Bucks. 

Sept. 17 th, 18.30, 
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EFFICACY OF THE .CHENOPODIUM OLIDUM 
IN CHLOROSIS. 

7*o the Editor o/Trb Lancet. 

Sir, — la a disorder attended with such 
serious consequences to the female sex as 
chlorosis, which often lays the foundation of 
diseases terminating in death, I consider it 
the imperative duty of every medical prac- 
titioner to make known to the profession at 
large any remedy which he may have found 
useful in curing so important a malady. In 
recommending the extract, chenopodium 
olidum (goosefoot or sowbane) to the atten- 
tion of the medical world as a remedy for 
chlorosis, I do not attach to myself the credit 
of discoyering it, as I see the chenopodium 
vulvarium mentioned as an emmenagogue in 
Doctor Fox's Medical Dictionary of 1803. 
I have prescribed this medicine in several 
cases with uniform success, in doses of ten 
grains three times a day. During the ad- 
ministration of the ^remedy, attention must 
be paid to the state of the alimentary canal. 
I have 'found this treatment produce the 
catamenia in a very short time. It is like- 
wise of great importance that I should state 
I have not found this remedy serviceable in 
amenorrhoea arising from plethora. In dys- 
menorrhcea I have had no opportunity of 
trying the chenopodium olidum, but I take 
the liberty of suggesting to my medical 
brethren the propriety of doing so. Per- 
haps uniting it with some of the usual 
remedies, as camphor and the extractum 
hyosciami, might render it efficacious in that 
disease. 

I remain, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

W. Tapley, M.R. C.S, 

Brompton near Chatham, Sept. 22, 1830. 

P.S. — The extract, chenop. olid, is pre- 
pared, I think, by Mr. Brand, chemist, 
Strand. 


A CASE ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE GOOD EF- 
FECTS OF WHAT DR. 1 MACARTNEY DE- 
NOMINATES “ WATER DRESSINGS." 

By John V. Jackson, Surgeon, 

Captain M. Lodge, commander of an 
American trader, whilst with his ship in 
Dublin, received in his thigh the contents 
of a pistol accidentally discharged at him 
as he- was ascending from the cabin to go 
on deck ; a slug, with which it was in part 
loaded, entered his thigh at about its middle 
and pbsterior part ; the pistol being dis- 
charged from below, the slug took a course 
obliquely upwards and inwards, and pre- 
sented itself immediately beneath the fascia, 
about two iuohes or two inches and a half 


from the place at which it entered ; pr* 
yious to my arrival, an incision about' an 
inch in length had been made by a gentle- 
man present, over the surface of.the slug,. and 
an ineffectual attempt had been made, to 
extract it, owing probably to the fascia 
being insufficiently divided; having en- 
larged the incision already made, i.t was 
carried down until the slug was completely 
denuded, which was then easily extracted 
by a pair of common forceps. No vessel 
requiring a ligature being divided, the 
wound being well cleansed, a pledget of lint % 
dipped in cold water , was put over them, 
over which was placed apiece of oil silk (as 
recommended by Dr. Macartney in bis valu- 
able lectures) ; this, with the exception of 
occasional aperients, constituted the whole 
of the treatment adopted ; and so effectual 
was it, that at the expiration of ten days 
he was enabled to resume his duty ; and 
during the period above named, he never 
endured ten minutes' pain. In clean incised 
wounds, as well as those received during 
dissections, this method of treatment has 
been found most beneficial, the parts to 
which it is applied immediately losing their 
morbid sensibility. 

From the oil silk preventing evaporation, 
the parts are kept as it were iu a continual 
vapour-bath ; and probably to this cause, 
and to all atmospherical impressions being 
taken off, the good results attending this 
method of treatment may be ascribed. 

Yavin, Yorkshire, April 23. 


ELECTION OF CORONER 

FOR THE 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX. 


SKETCH OF THE PROCEEDINGS. 

Seven candidates offered themselves for 
the office of coroner for Middlesex, immedi- 
ately on the death of Mr. Unwin ; the most 
prominent of these were, Mr. Baker, Mr. 
Burford, and Mr. Gude, sen. After the 
lapse of some days Mr. Wakley added him- 
self to the number, aud gave to the contest, 
agreeably to the language of his opponents, 
a character which it had never before pos- 
sessed in this county. Four of the seven, 
candidates retired soon after Mr. Wakley 
announced himself. The remainder con- 
tinued the very active canvass which they 
had commenced, and obtained, as they 
respectively stated, “ a sufficient number 
of promises to give them confident liopea 
of success," before Mr. Wakley was ena- 
bled to make his claims known to the 
freeholders. The starting of Mr. Gude, 
sen. a It shortly appeared, was an artifice, for 
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after ha had remained just long enough in 
She field to secure a certain number of votes 
in his interest, he resigned in favour of his 
non, leaving numbers of his supporters under 
the impression that they were supporting 
the pretensions of the father. As the day of 
election approached, and the prospect of a 
firm and decided contention on the part of 
the medical candidate became more certain, 
symptoms of withdrawal were evinced by 
two of the . attorney candidates. Mr. Bur- | 
'ford was the first to resign, and a claim upon 
the votes promised to that gentleman, was 
immediately made by Mr. Baker. A short 
time after this Mr. Gude, jun.. also re- 
signed, but not until Mr. Gude, sen., had 
made a distinct offer to Mr. Wakley, in the 
presence of Mr. Wallis, of the votes and 
personal influence of Messrs. Gude, on pay- 
ment of a “ good ronnd sum/' The overture 
of course was at once rejected, and three 
days afterwards a letter of resignation in fa- 
vour of Mr. Baker appeared from Mr. Gude, 
jun. Thus strengthened by the unprinci- 
pled combination of the attorney candidates, 
the contest was maintained nominally by 
Mr. Baker, — Mr. Wakley standing at last, as 
he did at first, entirely alone. 

. An account of the commencement of the 
polling on Thursday, the 9th of September, 
has already appeared in the pages of this 
Journal, and the following are the numbers 
which appeared at the close of each day . 


Sept. 9, Mr. Baker 605 

Mr. Wakley 333 

Sept. 10, Mr. Baker 538 

Mr. Wakley 399 

Sept. 11, Mr. Baker 391 

Mr. Wakley 290 

Sept. 13, Mr. Wakley 563 

Mr. Baker ...... 443 

Sept. 14, Mr. Wakley 360 

• Mr. Baker 234 

Sept. 15, Mr. Baker 301 

Mr. Wakley 288 

Sept. 16, Mr. Wakley 296 

Mr. Baker 251 

Sept. 17, Mr. Baker 215 

Mr. Wakley.. ... . 203 

Sept. 18, Mr. Baker 271 

Mr. Wakley 258 

Sept. 20, Mr. Wakley . 544 

Mr. Baker ...... 421 


Amount of the gross poll ; 

For Mr. Baker; 3670 

For Mr. Wakley 3534 

Majority for Mr, Baker ...... 136 

The cause of the great disparity of num- 
bers polled by the two candidates on the 
first three days, was obvious enough to the 
spectators; for while no active arrange- 
ments were made by Mr. Wakley ’s com- 
mittee to bring up voters from the country 
before Monday the 13th, the most strenu- 
ous efforts were made each day by Mr. 
Baker's friends io every quarter. Thus 
1020 almost unsolicited votes were polled 
by Mr. Wakley, principally from amongst 
his friends immediately in the vicinity of 
London, at a time that the arena in froqt of 
his opponent's committee-room was hourly 
crowded with coaches and other vehicles, 
forced into requisition at the very onset of 
the contest. 

On Tuesday the 14th, after the close of 
the poll, Mr. Gude, sen., who during (ho 
whole of the contest took a most active part 
on the hustings (conjointly with Mr. Bur- 
ford) , as a partisan of Mr. Baker, came for- 
ward and declared, appending to hia decla- 
ration the solemn affirmation of his oath, 
that he had never made any offer whatever 
of bis son's votes to Mr. Wakley for a sum 
of money. On the conclusion of this denial, 
Mr. Wallis presented himself and fully con- 
firmed the statement of Mr. Wakley, that 
the offer was made in his (Mr. Wallis's) 
presenoe, and at Mr. Gude’s own house. 

During the whole progress of the elec- 
tion, the enthusiasm in favour of a medical 
coroner was of the most marked and de- 
cided kind; and an impression has been 
created in the public mind which can 
never be obliterated. The crowd assembled 
before the Sessions House was on no oc- 
casion during the addresses of the candi- 
dates, less than 10,000 in number; it re- 
peatedly extended to 20,000, was 30,000 on 
the fourth day, up to which time notary 
individual connected with the politics of the 
country had appeared on the hustings, and 
on the last day, not fewer than 60,000 per- 
sons must have been collected on Clerken- 
well Green. It is most gratifying to be 
enabled to add, that notwithstanding the 
extent of this unequalled assemblage — un- 
equalled in point of numbers, fervour of 
feeling, and clear apprehension of the merits 
of the question under discussion, not a sin- 
gle accident or breach of the peace worthy 
of being named, is ou record. The urgent 
appeals made by Mr. Wakley, that good 
temper and order might be preserved, weje 
obeyed to the letter. The strongest plaudits, 
as may be supposed, were bestowed on 
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those who ga rt their suffrages for Mr. 
Wakley, and load osprefesions of regret fell 
to the lot of thoee who voted for Mr; Baker, 
bat with this, all indication of warmth of 
feeling teased, . and hundreds of tlur free- 
holders who assisted in placing- Mr. Biker 
in the office of Coroner, left the scene after' 
once having visited it, with nonqualified ex- 
pressions of sorrow that they had not pre- 
viously considered the importance of the 
question on which they had been deciding. 

■ It remains to be added that the poll was 
closed at 4 o'clock on the 10th day, while 
the sheriffs had the power, if they had chosen 
to exercise it, of keeping it open until 5, find 
that a body of freeholders was at that time 
upon, or was close to, the hustings, waiting 
to record their votes for Mr. Wakley, in 
sufficient numbers to have triumphantly car- 
ried the election in his favour, had the hour 
been allowed to them for polling. On hear- 
ing the announcement of Mr. Baker’s elec- 
tion, Mr- Wakley handed to the sheriffs a 
paper signed by several freeholders demand- 
ing a scrutiny, which paper was afterwards 
withdrawn, for reasons which Mr. Wakley 
has explained in the following extract from 
an address to the freeholders, conveying 
to them hit thanks for the hearty sup- 
port he received in the- straggle. As this 
extract contains matter of importsnoe in the 
history of the election, and explains in Mr. 
Wakley* s own words the causes which 
operated to defeat his object, it will find an 
appropriate and permanent place in this 
brief sketch of the proceedings. 

“The first disadvantage under which I 
laboured during the contest, unquestionably 
arose from the lateness of my appearance in 
the field. The canvass of the other Can- 
didates commenced at least a week before 
my name was announced, and the inquest on 
Miss Cashin occupied my attention for 
several days after, so that it was not until s 
Very short time previous to the Election 
that I was enabled to commence my arrange- 
ments for the contest. Meanwhile, my 
numerous opponents had so far profited by 
this unavoidable delay, that three of them 
had gained a sufficient number of promises 
to give them, to use their own words, 1 con- 
fident hopes of success.’ 

' •* But the great public question for whieh 
1 have so long been contending was at list 
submitted to you. You were reminded that 
the duties of s Coroner required a medical, 
Slid not a legal education. Your decision 
Was immediately given in my favour, and so 
distinctly was the voice of the freeholders 
heard,' that, ss the day of election approach- 
ed, my competitors, in spite of all their ad- 
vantages, one by one, with a single excep- 
tion, relinquished the contest, turning over 
their several “ interests,” however, from 
candidate to candidate, by .barter and trans- 


fer, until at last the fafaenee of all ef them 
was united in one. Te this unprincipled 
eombinstion I could only oppose the good 
sense, the public spirit, sad the Indepen- 
dence of the freeholders who had not already 
promised their votes. 

•* It was soon confessed by my opponent; 
that against the declared feeling of the 
county he stood no chance, unless he re- 
sorted to mesns which entailed upon him a 
“ ruinous expense, 1 ’ and to these mesns hd 
was ultimately driven, though ineffectually. 
For, at length, notwithstanding all the so- 
vantages of an early canvass — notwithstand^ 
ing all the coercive influence of landowners* 
and employers— notwithstanding the ooalU 
tion of five or six candidates in fevour ef 
one,— and notwithstanding the ** ruinous ex* 
pente” incurred by my antagonist, the cause 
of principle and independence triumphed, 
and the real “ victory * was ultimately ours. 
How at length this victory was torn from 
us, and the means by which your decision 
was forcibly reversed, can hardly be de- 
scribed with patience, or read without in* 
dignation. 

“ From the extraordinary and unequivocal 
character of many of the occurrences which 
Were developed daring the progress of the 
polling, 1 felt it to be an imperative duty to 
demand a scrutiny ; but this demand, to mf 
utter astonishment, was not conceded. I 
was offered, it is true, a scrutiny, to bn 
commenced and completed on. the instant, 
consisting merely of a comparison of the 
poll-books 'by the' books of the check-clerks, 
and involving no investigation, of .fop, resi 
character of the votes themselves. Bat 
such a scrutiny as this I naturally declined. 
A real bona-fide scrutiny of the .votes, I was 
told, the Sheriffs were not by law either 
compelled or empowered to # grant. I was 
aware of this defect in the law, but my ap- 
peal to the Sheriffs was not made, oh the 
ground of legal enactment, but on the broad 
principles of justice and impartiality. 

“ Thus have, ws been defeated ; but whe- 
ther 1 shall .auhmit to a decision so unjust, 
or appeal to a higher authority, remains for 
consideration. Remember, however* that 
you may again,, before long, he called upon 
to decide the same question in another case, 
and i pledge myself to stand forward as a 
candidate at the very first vacancy. * * * 99 

So fervent was the feeling in favour of the 
medical candidate, that at fop dose Of the 
election the horses were taken from Mr. 
Wakley 's carriage, and that gentleman was 
drawn by the populace to his house in Bed- 
ford Square,, attended by a concourse of at 
least .ten .thousand individuals. 
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[Revised from the Report in the Morning 
Chronicle qf Sept. 2WA«) 

' On Tuesday the 1 $8th, a 1 poblie dinner 
Wu given to Mr. Wmir, at the Crown 
and Anchor Tivern, t*to celebrate hia able 
fend manly advocacy of the Cause of jnatica 
during the lata oon tented eleetion for the 
office of Coroner/' Thomas Kino, Esq., 
D.M.P., in the Chair. About a hundred and 
thirty gentleman eat down to dinner, the 
Ivhole arrangements of which were highly 
creditable to the stewards andthe proprietor 
of the tavern. A small band, and several 
excellent professional singers, were present. 
f The' doth hdviOg been removed, and Non 
nobis fftomfrte chanted, 

The Chairman rose and said :— In at- 
tachment to pablit virtue I think this assem- 
bly will yield to none ; still less will it field 
In attachment to onr patriot Sovereign. Gen- 
tlemen, I give yon “ The King/* [Drunk 
with the uniat Mnours.] 

The Chatshan then said ; — The best 
omens of the prosperity of a reign are to be 
derived from the events which mark its 
commencement. The Queen cannot be in* 
different to any thing so intimately affecting 
the administration of justice as the conduct j 
which we are met to celebrate. I am aura I 
yon will very cordially receive the toast it is j 
my dnty to propose, ** The Qneen and the j 
Royal Family/* [Drunk with muek qp- 

>&**.] I 

- Mr. Hunt then gave— "The people,— 
the only Source of legitimate power/*— 
[Drunk with cheers."] 

* The Chairman again rose, and said I 
am too deeply impressed with the import- 
ance of the next toafct which I have to give, 
not to wish that it should be presented to | 
your notice more worthily than it is in my 
power to give it, labouring as I now am | 
under severe indisposition. It consoles me, 
however, to recollect, that the toast is one 
which requires no recommendation to you, { 
and Kttle comment from ms ; yet I cannot, 
on to remarkable an occasion, refrain from 
saying -a few words. It is often my lot to 
observe the eonduct of public men, and the 
difficulty there is in obtaining the support 
of gentlemen of talent where the public in- 
terests are concerned. The comforts of 
domestic society are often too numerous, and 
the coat often too great, to permit them to 
enter the arena in which their abilities 
would be of essential public advantage ; and 
many good men thus withhold from their 
fellow-creatures the services they might 
render them. If then, Gentlemen, we find 
one man in the circle around us, who is 


fttdy to sacrifice every thing ho ps— sail 
to the public good, with want satiritetiofi 
should we hml hie s p pesrs n ee amongst us» 
We have inch a man aasongat as Sow, a# 
active, able, virtuous eidsea, and I beg 
leave, with your permission, to propose hi* 
health to you ft the future Coroner far Mid- 
dlesex. [ Great applause .] You are all ac* 

3 minted with hia entry npon public life; 
lie obstacles be liea had to encounter, the 
difficulties with whieh he has been ear- 
rounded. Alone end unsupported, Mr. 
Wakley hat withstood the efforts of the 
most powerful poblie body in the state. You 
have seen how nearly he has been ever- 
thrown— yon must have feared that he would 
be entirely overpowered ; but, Gentlemen, 
by pursuing one honest, straight-forward, 
manly course, he has surmounted every one 
of the surrounding dangers, and risen supe- 
rior to all his anemias. His first cate on en- 
tering the profession was to see that the sick 
poor were properly managed in our hospital#: 
and no man in England will be so presump- 
tuous as to deny, that ever since the establiao- 
ment of The Lancet, onr public medical in- 
stitutions have gradually bean improving. 
Their officers have become more regular ami 
assiduous in tbsir attendance, and have exert- 
ed themselves more strenuously to save the 
lives of those who have bees committed to 
their cere. Bnt The Lancet hit had another 
and equally important duty to perform,— 
that of securing the justice to medical pupils, 
to which all Englishmen are entitled, end 
that courtesy to them which is dee to all 
gentlemen. Before the pabUeadoa of The 
Lancet, the medietl pupil wee at tha mercy 
of the hospital surgeons — men who obtained 
their offices by intrigue, with whom ell de- 
pends upon influence and fsvour, and nothing 
upon intelligence, knowledge, or capability. 
Prior to tha period of which I am spanking, 
the yonng medical pupil was driven to the 
degrading necessity of submitting to all that 
wsa imposed upon him ; bnt Thu Lancet 
appeared— threw open its pages for the 
publication of every set of injustice or op- 
pression that was committed, and afforded 
that best shield against the tyranny of the 
powerful— publicity. It has done still more 
than this for the profession, and I am proud 
to say it haa had many assistants. It is a 
remarkable fact, that with the exception of 
Mr. Hume, and Sir James Mackintosh, the 
House of Commons doesnot contain a tingle 
member who has been educated to the pro- 
fession of medicine. Yet the good that 
would be- effeoted by their presence there 
would be immense. This gross fault in oar 
legislature Mr. Wakley has often endea- 
voured to correct ; be baa repeatedly 
tried to stimulate men to come forward 
and support medical men as members of 
parliament. A A he proceeded in hie pro- 
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fessional coarse he tamed his attention to their neglect occasions. The question of a 
the great public offices of the country, and medical coroner then is one of vital import- 
Mr; Wakley, and Dr. Gordon Smith, were ance, and many others which have been re- 
the first to direct public attention in an garded as paramount to it, are trifling on 
effectual manner to the glaring abuses comparison with it. It was astonishing to 
which arise from the appointment of non- me during the late contest, that any men 
medical men to the office of coroner. He- could be found to support such an iniquitous 
was the first to trace out the lamentable custom as has'bitherto existed. That they 
errors which thus often occur in our courts were unable to defend it, or did not dare, or 
of law. It is unnecessary for me to enlarge did not deign, to do so, was evident enough, 
on this point ; but it does appear to me that We gave them every opportunity of denying 
the good which would arise from reform in our statements and confuting our argu- 
this respect, would be incalculable. Even monte, but not once did they come publicly 
one case will be enough to show the truth forward to discuss the question. In the 
of this opinion. Let us take that which selection of a medical candidate, those who 
occurred only a few days since at Guy’s sought for one, acted most fairly. They 
Hospital. I saw by the papers, the other wished to see a man in the situation who 
day, that a man, whilst running in the was profoundedly versed in science, able in 
street with a pipe in his mouth, slip- mind, conscientious in heart. They looked 
ped and fell, and suffered a severe wound around. It was difficult to select such 
in the tongue from the pipe. He was a man ; but at lost they fixed on one 
soon taken to the hospital, where he who had never scrupled to sacrifice his 
died in forty-eight hours. It appears all to the public good. Prior to that 
that a piece of the pipe penetrated his time I had, gentlemen, but little ac- 
tongne, and there broke off; a portion was quaintance with Mr. Wakley, but now that 
extracted, and I read that a medical gentle- I know him, I can speak of him without 
man, who was examined on the inquest, de- hesitation. I have lived in terms of inti* 
dared that it . was impossible to discover macy with many of the greatest men of many 
whether any part of the pipe was still re- countries, and I say it distinctly, that in the 
maining embedded in the tongue. The man possession ( of great public qualities, Mr. 
remained in the hospital, and appeared to Wakley is superior to any man I have ever 
be going' on without any bad symptom, known. For unbending integrity, for un- 
whew of a sadden he died, and it was found wearied activity, and for social virtues— I 
that k long piece of pipe was actually re- say it from the bottom of a heart, which I 
maining in his tongue. Now one of the hope is an honest one — I believe he has not 
jury was anxious to put some question to many superiors living. I beg leave to pro- / 
the witness, with a view to ascertain whe- pose his health. [ Immense cheering .] 
the? ignorance, or thoughtlessness, or neg- Mr. Waklby rose to return thanks, and 
lect, had occasioned the want of discovery said, Mr. Chairman, and Gentlemen,— 
that this piece of pipe was sltll in the tongue. Friends, I believe I may say; I should be 
and the death of the man occasioned; something more or less than man, if I were 
but he evidently did not know what ques- not deeply impressed with what I have 
tion to put that would elicit the truth, and heard this night. The eulogy of your ex- 
the coroner knew as little. Now what a cellent chairman is far beyond any deserts 
state of things is this. A competent coro- of mine, and 1 am bound to say, that if my 
ner would nave said, Did you collect claims on your good opinion were very far 
the varioos pieces of the broken pipe, greater than I feel them to be, I should 
aad see whether the entire length was not even then deserve the approbation he 
in your possession, without which you has bestowed on me. 1 can only say, that 
might have suspected that you had left a from the moment I first entered upon public 
portion behind in the tongue V 9 This, life, I have endeavoured to discharge my 
of course, the medical man had not done, duty, and that I have never suffered private 
aad do you not think that here was some interests of any kind to induce me once to 
gross dereliction of duty to the patient ? swerve from that which I conceived to be 
When a foreign body produces a wound, the demanded of me as a public journalist. Tub 
first question we should ask is, of what Lancet has been mentioned to you. I saw 
length was the instrument; what was its with deep pain, that in conducting that 
nature ; and whether it was found externally. Journal, my private interests were opposed 
Now in the case I have mentioned, under a to my public duty. 1 felt, that if I wanted 
fit coroner a jury would undoubtedly have to conduct the Journal for the benefit of the 
seen it right to append to their verdict a profession, I must make my own interests 
very proper oensure on the attendant. But yield. Temptations were thrown in my 
the officers of our hospitals are not elected way, k but I had the power to resist them, 
by honest public competition, and are almost and I pursued on upright purpose, with a 
indifferent to the melancholy results which firm assurance, that the result would at last 
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revert with honour cm my own head. The 
day which I then feteanr hattnired, end I 
now- Retire ftom you the only rowud that 
I ever with to obtain on earth. I hare often 
been assailed, I am still fil ed, on the 
right hand and on the left ; I am abused 
from behind, but few there are who ever 
venture to -meet me in front. My dirty 
(oea are ever at their work in secret. * Wak- 
ley,V said they , u is a bad fellow and when 
they were unable to reply to my arguments, 
then it was found, for the first time, that I 
was all that was infamous in private char sc* 
ter. When I commenced The Lancet, it 
was worthy of note how well the work was 
received : there was then nothing whatever 
objectionable in it. The hospital surgeons 
•aid, “ Oh it is a very good publication that 
Lancet ; it will make ua known ; people 
in distant parts will hear of ns ; they will 
know who are the officers of the hospitals. 1 * 
Yes, Gentlemen, M and without bearing how 
we are elected,” thought they. (Loud 
laughter.) The Lancet went on, and we 
were «• Hail, fellows ! well met.” Si* 
months passed over, and the infant was still 
much approved ; bat no sooner did it at- 
tempt to toddle alone and more its hands 
and feet with an appearanee of energy, than 
i* The child waaa very froward one — a moat 
unnatural child. It whined ; it was not 
quite so agreeable as it used to be ; the pub- 
lic could hear its cries, and that was by no 
means pleasant.” And why l Because there 
was no applause mixed with its cries. So 
long as it wa* silent, or afforded praise only, 
so long it was a most respectable work ; but 
directly it began to expose a few of the mis- 
doings in our hospitals, then The Lancet 
was the worst publication under the sun, 
and Mr. Wakley the vilest fellow alive. 
There was no crime, no species of treachery, 
of wbieh he had not been guilty, and they 
•aid, *< He has no supporters.” At first, we 
were on the most friendly terms, but this 
ceased when I thought it my duty to raise 
my voice in favour of truth and the public 
rights. Then it was, that abuse fell thickly 
around; but. Gentlemen, had I really been 
as vile a being as they described me, l should 
have been eating their mesa this day, instead 
of feasting with you. I had the resolution to 
pursue an honest course, and now the man 
does not live who is happier. I cannot be 
otherwise. We have been engaged in an 
arduous struggle for a just cause, and I take 
it that you have invited me here to day, to 
say to me that I have discharged my dnty to 
the public. I have gone through this con- 
test with, I believe, the, fairest feelings. 
I said to Mr. Baker at the first, do 
not mean to act vexatiously. 1 will not 
spend five pounds after I have good rea- 
son. tOK believe that my. chance is -hopeless ; 
and I assure you, that if after the first 


day, I do not see that I have a Adr chance 
of success, I will at oace retire ; but beer* 
ing from my friends, in every quarter, that 
the election must be mine, I should bare 
acted basely towards the enuaty if I bad not 
afforded the freeholders an opportunity of 
recording their votes even to the last boar* 
I gave them that opportunity; they cams 
forward manfully, and a greater triumph for 
principle never was achieved. It was the 
triumph of iadependeno ; for look it the 
expenses which I have incurred in the dee* 
tion« They are by no mesas large. On the 
other haod, attend to the confession of 11 rui- 
nous costs ” made by our opponent. The 
attorney coroner has got nothing by bis 
election but a responsible situation sad a 
large debt. And bow do you think that 
debt was incurred 1 Not indeed in proving 
the independence of the county. I am quita 
satisfied that Mr. Baker was no voluntary 
sacrifice on this occasion, but itbst he was 
thrust forward by persons who remained in 
the back ground. May be lie is not the last 
unfortunate gentleman of whom a victim 
will thus be made. I do not knew how 
many will volunteer to come forward on 
the occasion of another vacancy, but, what- 
ever their numbers, 1 am prepared to meet 
them on the old ground, and promise them ae 
good a dissection, as Mr. Baker has just ex- 
perienced. Before, however, a fresh candi- 
date thinks it advisable to asoend the ladder 
to which I was of necessity driven, I shall 
advise him to apply to Mr. Baker, and leant 
from that gentleman the pieamrtt of suoh a 
contest, for really it ia nothing more than 
the strict troth to say, that during the elec- 
tion Mr. Baker was an object of pity, and 
the same may bo said of moat of his friends. 
There was Mr. lamuel Whitbread — *' Soft 
Sam,” as they impertinently call him at 
Bedford, who came to the hustiaga to pro- 
pose Mr. Gude, and finding Mr. Gude hid 
resigned, accomplished his mission by pro- 
posing Mr. Baker ; to him it did not mattar 
which ; it was all one to Mr. Whitbread. 
He proposed then an attorney coroner, sad 
enlarged on the <* necessity r * of a lawyer 
filling the office, and I need not tell you 
what an object he made of himself. Yet 
we gave our opponents every opportunity of 
supporting their doctrines by arguments. 
As for Mr. Baker himself, on questions con- 
nected with medicine, he would not en- 
counter me at all, and on points of law I 
believe it will be admitted by all who are 
present, that I beat him hollow. He showed 
pretty clearly that he had no olaim to your 
suffrages on the score of competency, and on 
what then did he depeodl Why, on the 
excellence of his private character ! But 1 
ask you, Gentlemen, does private character 
alooe present sufficient grounds to warrant 
the intrusion of any man into a vitally im« 
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poitant puttie office? It ib as ufltoieift isfhia*-and it win be «wth while for mo 
apology for thrusting an attorney iota the to give you » spedmsn of the reasoning 
ugliest medical chair in the kingdom 1 He* which is employed on these occasions— that 
gard the otic# for a moment* There does it was .not proper to say anything on the 
not exist a more important one* It waa subject during the election, . but that < it is 
Specially appointed tor the proteotioa of the proper to do so now* Pray, was the writer 
people, and demands something mere than a prophet, that he foresaw the result of tha 
private character for the execution of its contest, and, therefore, knowing whst would 
duties* i Gentlemen, Mr. Baker the other happen, did not consider it necessary to not 
day held h)s first inquest, and, if report be is the weight of Iris logic against medical 
true, (list inquest required such n degree of c oro n e r s, anti! it could bare no effect upon 
medieal knowledge, that the veidki^bowerer the election. Surely if there waa a proper 
satisfactory to himself and to the juty, can* time at all, that time is gone by, and our 
not by any means be deemed satisfactory to opinions are not reiy favourably secured; 
ibeweU-informcd portion of the community, for what the Writer lias further to advance: 
The body of n woman having severe con Hi- Let us observe what be sirs : ft But if it 
pionaupon the scalp was found hanging to be necessary, for the right administration of 
the iron rail of a window, and this it seems justice oh coroners' inquests, that the officer 
was sufficient to enable the non* medical t oho has to sum up the evidence and state 
iaerooer and jury to determine, that the de* the law to the jury, should ke a media M 
petted had hung herself in a temporary fit mm, how much more necessary is it that 
fii insanity. It did not appear, from the the jury should be composed of the disciples 
evidence of the surgeon, that the body had of Galen l ” Mark the tendency of this ar» 
undergone any post-mortem examination* gument. It in reality gbes to allege, that 
The head was not opeoed, the stnte of the because a jury is ignorant of the nature of 
lungs was not ascertained, at least accord- the evidence before them, it is of paramount 
lug to report. But a rope having been importance that the head of the court should 
found about her neck, and the body having beeqnally ignorant ! It is moat urifcvouti- 
} mod discovered hanging, these facts were able for the parties duplicated, that there 
oenaidtred to be conclusive that the woman should be even one person on the inquekt 
had bung herself* It never suggested itself whois capable of eliciting the truth. That ii 
to the mind of the non- medical coroner, or evidently his argument, and be continues it 
to the jury, that the woman might hare died by alleging, that if it be necessary for the 
pe been killed first, and huog afterwards ; Coroner to be a medical man, it is of course 
pnd Idt it be fully understood that 1 throw required that the twelve judges and all the 
put po insinuation that there was the least recorders should be physicians or surgeons, 
ground for believing that other persons had The: writer has forgotten that the Coroner 
laid violent hands upon this woman ; but its has the power, the unconstitutional power, 
the coTOner and jury had met for the sole to exclude the public from Iris Court, and 
purpose of investigating the causes of death, also that he has not the power te call per- 
it was their boiradeo and imperative duty to sons before him, who are merely enabled to 
seek for the beat evidence* and -surely that state opinions connected with the matter 
alone could be found in the internal organs under inquiry ; that his inquests are often 
of the body. The brain and lungs utiques- held within the walls of close corporations, 
tionttty should have undergone an attentive and that, his witnesses are frequently the 
examination. Not maay years since a body chief culprits ^ his Court being inquisitorial 
Was found hanging in this way at a village merely, and hit powerdimitsd to the vxami- 
In Ireland, the name of which l do not now nation of witnesses of a particular class, a very 
recollect, and it waa afterwards proved that profound knowledge of the duties connected 
the deceased bad been murdered by her with the coroner's office, and of the demands 
husband, who, in order to screen his two of public justice, is not necessary to con vinefi 
guik, had suspended the body by a rope ua that the presence of one person at the in* 
after he had strangled her, and had nearly quest, who is ospable of eliciting the truth 
)>y this artifice escaped punishment ; bat he from the witnesses, is a desideratum of no 
was subsequently executed* not, however, trifling importance. And pray, how, is it that 
until he had fully confessed the crime of attorfiey coroners ever elicit the truth? Is 
which lie bad been found guilty. The con- , there any medical man in the kingdom who 
eiderationof this point brings to my reed- cares a farthing for the cross-examination of 
lection an article which appeared in The such a perbooage? He may answer the ques- 
JMoming Herald of this day on this subject of tionS* put to him in the most absurd manner 
non -medical coroners, in which the writer — without detection. He. might say that a 
it cannot be the Kditor of the paper,— -on- sesamoid bone existed in the middle of the 
deavours to justify their appointment, and brain, or on the. first joint of the great toe, 
perpetuate the present injurious system. The and the coroner would not dissent. Sup- 
grst thing he is ingenious enough to find eat pose a patient in one, of our hospital# fit 
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.kflMty Mi MiMftl 09 *efleei: 1 en iw- 

rquest 19 hold (there | toe hospital i f 9 snug 
corporation ;toetfeaauw it at the heed of 
it \ every thing gee* op quietly j the coroner 
mf toko a glsesof wiee with toe treasurer, 
end go into the inquestroem; end who, 
pray, gives evidence there at t^toeoauee of 
death? Who gave evidence in the eta# of 
the broken pipe Mentioned by the chair* 
man, which ease, hid it been to treated in 
private . practice* would have ruined the 
attending surgeon 1 .Why* a dresser; in the 
.hospital; pot, the surgeon* hut p young 
gentleman. Now this is a case of every- 
day occurrence, and the witness might have 
-paid, that a brick-bat, or wsUungrstick, was 
jn the tongue of the man, without fear of 
the Coroner., Geqtiejnen, Ibata eeen the 
Cdroner asleep over the body ; and a case has 
lately been made public, in which three in* 
'quests wpre beidon the body pfone Hying wo- 
man, BiUouropponeqU say this is no fault 
of the coroner ; it is his business to decide 
according tp the evidence h e fcro him. , Very 
true ; it is his duty” to do so, . but purely he 
'Ought first of aU to understand that evidence. 
Take the case of the man in Guy’s Hospital. 
The Coroner hears that the man had a pipe 
In his month, that the pipe was broken, apd 
penetrated the man’s tongue, that bsmor 
yhage ensued, god tUe man dicd aftsr some 
days; apd thus he decided that it was 
u accidental deeto* without further consi- 
deration. It is * true the wound was origi* 
pally 1 occasioned by- the fragment of the 
pipe ; Hut what if there were neglect on the 
pari of the medical officers of toe hospital 1 
Gen tie m«o*. a medical Coroner would not 
Seadlly have recorded such a verdiot as was 
returned in in at. case,. The evidence of the 
dresser would not Have satisfied a . medical 
Coroner. , He would k ave known that; a 
dresser js an unfortunate., youth, who gene- 
rally comes up from the. country with more 
money ip liis pocket than wit in His head, 
pod who, yielding Jo, the temptations qt a 
corrupt body of men, pays a certain sum to 
them to he permitted to walk round the 
v^ards of the hospital, with a box of lint in 
his liaod — no more. By the rules of the 
hospital, werp he qualified, be could not 
operate 1 lie cannof not at a surgeon, and you 
Will scarcely . pred^t ij, wheq l^tell you that 
.Guy's Hospital with its enormous revenue, 
Has np resident surgeon to attend ip oases- 
of emergehoy. But, gentlemen, if there, 
Were none but medical corpoers, that insti- 
tution would have a resident surgeon in two- 
inonths, eud the coroners would not hold in-, 
quests in the hospitals unless the doors were 
thrown open to the .public, and then he, 
quid take especial care that the sn rgeon 
appeared before him ; he would make him 
explain the treatment^ had employee^ he 
wouTd demand His case-book, which instead 

A. i t* * " • * •*' *- i 


of « blank and empty dooomsnt withto n 

rossodyor a pfeseripficn ia it, would soon 
become a faithful Ad valuable record of the 
eases. 1 am speehtof in the pi ssseoe of n 
gleet number of meds ea l men who ere well 
ablate oorroet.me if 1 do not state notorious 
facta, nod to toe oases 1 have mentioned, l 
could odd donees of other* (Mr. WaUey 
here detailed eeveral which ha Mated he bed 
selected, because they had all been be f e aa 
the public, and bad never been disproved.) 
Let, ue for a moment turn from the town to 
the country, and mu what effect madioal 
noronsrs would have t beam Obeerve how 
it would operate in the earn of medical 
pupils i what an impetus it would giro to 
medical education. When pupils asa to 
London, the only thing which they ra f ted 
with apprehension, it jtbe kifignifieaet am 
amiunuone ft the college# ; hut let them he 
aware, that after their rowrfe to toe country, 
they may always be lieble to Jiideag** strict 
medical examination before c om pete nt modi- 
oal judges ; the desire to do*this with ore* 
dit sod honour, will set no a etusules to 
stpdy aad ssientifia inquiries, to too lost boor 
of (heir lives. Look, also, to the effect k 
would have upon the lira of the poos in. your 
wpikhoueea. Observe its opecetion- to the 
lunatic asylums* Who is. too noo-msdiool 
coroner that can discover whether the and* 
den death of a miserable patient, is sauted, 
by an accidental full, or e, Wow horn a 
keeper! Do you ever hear of an. inquest to 
any of those institutions 1 Gentlemen, it is 
your. duty to call for a pledge from the men 
whom you may elect U> ( all toe office of 
coroner, that he never will hold an inquest 
in a lunatic asylum, bee auto the -public are 
never permitted to be present. Should I 
ever have the honour to fill the office, wens 
their walls of adamant, or their chaina strong 
enough to bind Olympus, nothing should 
deter »® from exposing thair proceeding* 
to.puhlic new. How ie it that auoh estate 
of things has existed, so lone in this 
country ? The people of Engjaaa see called 
a “ thinkiog people,” hut they have a 
strange way of. showing their knowledge. 
Our public medical institutions for sick, are 
as secretly mauagedaa the harems of the 
east. You sena patients there readily 
enough, but the moment they have entered— 
having on their wav thither passed, the 
doors of perhaps fifty competent practi- 
tioners, —you cease to take any further in* 
terqst in their welfare, and leave them to 
the mercy of any-body into whose hands 
they may fall, competent or incompetent. 
Now, gentlemen, it was in eonaeqnence of 
these , evils that T offered myself for the 
office of Coroner,— not to reform abuses, 
hut to correct them, to remove them. J 
made the. qitenipt, but failed. The next 
time, 1 trust, I shall he successful ; but. 
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whether Bo or not, never shall it tie a charge 
against me, that I have resorted to disho- 
nourable means to secure success, — that I 
have endeavoured to ruin my opponent’s 
reputation, — that I have brought forward 
charges which I could not, or was afraid to, 
substantiate, — that I misrepresented his 
words, and put falsehoods into his mouth, — 
conduct which, I am sorry to observe, has 
been pursued in a most unprincipled man- 
ner by those who have opposed me in the 
late election. Mr. Baker has beefri shame- 
fully guilty in this respect. He alleged, as 
you know, that I uttered words of an un- 
warrantable description, and that he could 
prove them' in a court of law. Mr. Baker, 
although he must have repeated the words 
he has described as having fallen from me, — 
must have written thetn,— must have read 
them again and again,— -could not repeat 
them without reference. He was mute as 
death when I charged him on the hustings 
with base and unpardonable misrepresen- 
tation ; nor has he yet had the manliness 
to acknowledge his error. It is most dis- 
graceful that he has not since come forward 
for this purpose. Equal reason had I also 
for complaining of the letter in which Mr. 
Baker used the names of the Sheriffs to in- 
duce unqualified persons to vote for him. 
Fdr, seeing the readiness with which many 
Who had no right to poll came forward to 
take the oath of qualification and vote for that 
gentleman, it was a most unfair proceeding. 
Numerous are the instances of this in the 
poll-books. Many persons, If is said, voted 
twice in my opponent’s fa vour ; the name of 
one man, in particular, occurs to me at this 
moment, it is that of Ginger, and we shall 
probably see him, as well as some others, 
to anwer for his perjury in another court 
before long. Never will we resort to these 
inodes for securing an election. In the last 
of my opponent's advertisements, he is hold 
enough to repel the charges of unfair means, 
hut in the same sentence' he deplores the 
immense debt and expenditure in which he 
has become involved ; but how, pray, was 
this debt incurred, if not in the purposes of 
bribery and corruption 1 [Many gentlemen 
in the room here stated their ability to prove 
instances both of bribery and perjury.] 
Gentlemen, I ought now to apologise to you 
for the length of time I have occupied your 
attention; but my head contains such a 
mass of matter on this subject that I scarce- 
ly know where to select or when to con- 
clude. Permit me, finally, to caU upon you 
for your strenuous exertions upon a future 
occasion. 1 request you all to be firm, to 
put your shoulders witn vigour to the wheel, 
(shouts of, “ TVe will,”) and secure the 
victory which awaits you. For my part, 
you shall ever find me ready to resunle my 
old position at the hustings. Gentlemen, 


this is one of the ptoodest days of my life. 
I shall ever remember it with gratitude. I 
rejoice that you think I have merited the 
honour which you have this day conferred 
upon me, and by evefry future act of my 
life, I will endeavour to deserve and obtain 
your esteem. 

[At the conclusion of this address, which 
we have been compelled to reduce to its 
present limits, Mr. Wakley sat down amid 
several rounds of the most enthusiastic ap- 
plause, with assurances of support at the next 
election from every quarter of the room. — 
Rep.2 

The next toast was, “The 3534 inde- 
pendent Freeholders who had recorded their 
votes in favour of the principle, that Coro- 
ners should possess medical as well as legal 
knowledge.” 

The Chairman in proposing that toast, 
pressed upon their consideration the cir- 
cumstances under which those men came 
forward— not merely to vote for Mr. Wak- 
ley, but against a combination of five can- 
didates whose interests were blended into 
one, against that most righteous cause of 
which their honoured guest was the repre- 
sentative. Notwithstanding their lateness 
in the field — notwithstanding the leaning 
of all men in place towards Mr. Biker— ha 
believed that they would have succeeded 
bad not unfair practices been resorted to ; 
and nothing could more deeply impress 
him with the conviction than did the late 
contest, that elections could never be pure 
till vote by ballot was legally recognised* 
{Drunk with loud applause.) 

Mr. Wallis then proposed “ The health 
of Mr. Hume, the Member for Middlesex.” 
It was the health of a mau known not only 
to them, but to the whole kingdom, for 
every quality which could honourably dis- 
tinguish a member of parliament, or a pri- 
vate gentleman (applause). “ The Health 
of Mr. Hume ” (three times three). 

Colouel Jones, as the public and private 
friend of Mr. Hume, rose to return thanks, 
not only for drinking the health of a man 
whose public conduct he approved, and 
whose private worth he estimated, but for 
the very cordial and handsome manner in 
which they had paid him that distinguished 
compliment. Every one who desired re- 
form must have rejoiced at the letter 
written by Mr. Hume with respect to the 
fitness of Mr. Wakley for the Coronershiu ; 
but there was no one at the same time wno 
knew Mr. Hume who did not feel perfectly 
satisfied that that letter was written solely 
upon public grounds, and not from any pri- 
vate consideration whatever. He knew 
that the two gentlemen were not even ac- 
quainted with each other. When he (Co- 
lonel Jones) went to the hustings for the 
purpose of supporting Mr, Wakley, he was 
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ifrnmediately surrounded by several of bis 
acquaintances, inquiring what brought him 
there ; many of Mr. Baker’s friends saying 
to him, *< Have we not brought in your 
friend Mr. Hume ; have we not walked him 
over the course like a gentleman ; and will 

S m now turn round and oppose our friend, 
r. Baker 1 ” To that his reply was, that 
the supporters of Mr. Hume must have 
acted from feelings of public duty, and that 
that ought to be their sufficient reward. 
Those were the terms upon which the re- 

S esentation of the County was accepted. 

e would tell them the motive which led 
him to the hustings ; he went to give his 
vote to Mr. Wakley on strictly public prin- 
ciples; but he also felt bound to go as an 
act of justice. He had taken up the idea, 
in common with others, that the calumnies 
propagated against Mr. Wakley were not 
without foundation. Further inquiry 1 sa- 
tisfied him that he was in error, and he 
came upon the hustings for the purpose of 
reading bis recantation ; and he then begged 
to repeat that recantation there. He went 
again on the last day of the election, anxious 
for an opportunity of declaring his convic- 
tion that Mr. Wakley was an injured man. 
No doubt the base calumnies operated 
greatly against Mr. Wakley ; but be had 
made the most minute impiiries, and was 
thoroughly persuaded of their falsehood. 
He, as a gentleman, and as a man coming 
forward in public life, hoped to be allowed 
to declare his conviction, and upon his 
honour, that they were false and ground- 
less. (Laud applause.) In the name of his 
friend, Mr. Hume, he begged to return them 
his most sincere thanks. 

The next toast was, “ The healths of the 
Bov. Mr. Evans and Mr. Rogers, the Pro- 
poser and Seconder of Mr. Wakley on the 
occasion of the late memorable election.” 

Mr. Rogers briefly returned thanks, as- 
suring them that he became the seconder 
of Mr. Wakley upon grounds strictly public, 
—the course he adopted was influenced 
solely by a conviction that no man could be 
fitter for the situation. His first acquaint- 
ance with Mr. Wakley arose from that in- 
dignation against oppression, whatever 
form it might take, for which that gentle- 
man was so conspicuous. He was not one | 
of those who thought that a mere lawyer 
or a mere medical man was fit for the of- 
fice, but from Mr. Wakley's knowledge of 
life, public and private, bis decided leaning 
to the side of the people, and the rights of 
every man in the community, he thought 
that no-where could there be found a man 
better fitted to become a Medico-legal 
Coroner than was Mr. Wakley. 

Mr. T. Evans having been called upon 
by tbe Chairman, proposed “ The Healths 
oif the Ladies of Middlesex, and Thanks to 

No. 370. 


them for their exertions in behalf of the good 
cause of which Mr. Wakley was the cham- 
pion.” He could not help, upon such an oc- 
casion, alluding to the deep interest which 
Mrs. Wakley took in that great and memor- 
able election, and he further could not help 
declaring his conviction that no inconsider- 
able portion of Mr. Wakley’s almost super- 
human exertions were inspired by tbe home . 
department. ( Drunk with three times three, 
and great applause.) 

The Ladies then retired, and 

The following toasts were then given in 
succession : — 

** Those numerous Members of the Legal 
Profession who evinced their freedom from 
prejudiced and self-interested feelings, by. 
the support they afforded to Mr. Wakley in 
the late contest.” 

Mr. Theobald returned thanks. 

“ The Members of the Medical Profes- 
sion who exerted themselves to protect the 
interests of their fellow-countrymen in the 
late struggle.” — “The Committee.”— “ The 
Chairman.” 

The company did not separate till a late 
hour. 


CLINICAL LECTURES AT ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S.' 


To the Editor o/Thb Lancet. 

Sin,— I feel it incumbent on me to point 
out an error, or rather an omission, in tbe 
prefatory remarks of the last number of Tun 
Lancet, where it is stated, that several 
gentlemen, there mentioned, are the only 
physicians and surgeons who regularly de- 
liver clinical lectures in their respective in- 
stitutions. Now, I can confidently affirm, 
that Dr. Latham, of St. Bartholomew’s Iios- 
; pital, who observes the greatest regularity 
in his attendance upon that institution, not 
only always stays an hour longer than is ne- 
cessary for seeing his patients, for the pur- 
pose pf descanting upon each case as cir- 
cumstances may require, but frequently 
retires from the beds of the patients and 
dilates fully and unreservedly to the students 
upon their cases, in a manner which it 
would be well for other hospital physicians 
and surgeons to adopt. I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, : ’ 
A Bartholomew I^upil. 

Sept. 29th, 1830. 
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other department. The profession gene* 
f JJ»P LANCET* rally is not only astonished, but it feels 

scandalised, by the selection which has 
London, gatwday, Oc(» 2, }830. been made. It is true the appointments of 

r the greater part are mejrely nominal, Slid 

Tan reign of William thb Fourth, we ar e nnaoeompenied by stipends ; but, neves- 
are told, has commenced most auspiciously, theless, the public and the profession Jmye a 
ahd that a rapid progress towards im- wnljrgiftunded right to expect that, m. they 
provement ia already evident in several a re offices of honour and dignity, those gen- 
of t)ie arrangements connected with the tlemen who are named to occupy them 
royal palace. Although many winters have should be selected from the first rank of tho 
not ?o}Jed over ns, we . have nevertheless profession, from thpse who have deserved 
lived too long, and have witnessed fev too well of their country, by the benefits they 
often, the deep root which misrule has have soufisrred upon mankind. In reward- 
taken, to believe that the axe will be ap- ing and promoting the members of the law* 
plied with any degree of energy to the tree an d the cbmcb, talents tad public services* 
of corruption, by those who subsist in ipdo- we believe, are generally taken inter con- 
lagt esse on the baneful fruit which it so gjderation ; and, unless counterbalanced by 
luxuriantly yields. Ingredients of a very oireumstsaees of a peculiar natuve,. seldem 
dissimilar character often make an agree-, fail to have due weight in Ibe scale. But 
able homogeneous compound ; but forming after the most mature eo aside ration, after 
an opinion of the whole from anyone of it* having carefully, deliberately, and impar- 
parts, might lead to a very unsound and tially investigated the wept# of tb$ * ordi* 
erroneous cemdwio*. It were alike urn- navy ^ physioieis and ft eatveordinary ’* 
generous and un philosophical, therefore, to purgeona Wb6 have been' gasefted pa the 
select spy particular class of officers con- ponserveforfl pf bis Majesty's health, WU MO 
nected with the ministerial and household utterly at d loss to form even a remote 
appointments of the Court of William the conjecture of the principle which can hsTO 
yoiirth; for the purpose of condemning, or gft? « W ed th« Selection. The example is a 
of throwing reproach upop, the character bad one. In a country like this, where the 
of the wholes And it certainly is fortunate minds pyeq of professional ynan are tinctured, 
for our Morfarch that it is not allowable that w jth n0 smallpoitlnn of commercial spirit, 
hjs general discernment should b# question- every inducement, every stimulus, should 
ed front having failed, in an ittdivitioaHn* be employed to incite co scientific inquiry 
stance, to exercise a sound judgment. Were a nd as mankind bwes more of its happiness 
it otherwise,— %ere it permissible, to decide to the cultivation of medical tpience; than 
upon the whole 6f the appointments con- of any other* the public' might indulge in 
pected with thepalace, from those of one de- a reasonable expectation that honoiir and 
partraent, we should state most up feignedly, preferment would be awarded to those me* 
and without hesitation, that the public ritorious individuals who have most eon-* 
would have little to expect from the Court of tributed to its advancement. A country Can- 
our present Majesty, either calculated to not be powerful, if its people hare not health, 
command respect, or to call forth feelings A wise government, therefore, would do - 
of admiration. But it is to be hoped that mo- every- thing in its power towards promoting 
tires similar to those which have influenced and securing this most Valuable of alt fia-+ 
the appointment of the medical officers of tfonil attributes. In this country there ia 
(he court, have not been in operation in any scarcely apy inducement for men of charac* 
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ter and talent to engage in the medical pro- 
fession ; at least, there are scarcely any offices 
of honour and emolument connected with 
it, and the very few that really do exist, are 
occupied through the operation of a system 
of favouritism and intrigue, tyhioh is ae 
disgraceful to our Legislature es it is dan- 
gerous to the happiness of the community. 
Men of spirit and enterprise can but ill en- 
dure the cold and chilling repulse of un- 
principled, undjicasping, updp# preference* 
No man would for one moment attempt, 
by offering a single remark, \o check 
the inclination of. the. Sovereign in a#r 
lecting his immediate personal attend* 
ante 5 V#t the '‘ministerial M medical offices, 
and the bonerary medical officers con- 
nected with the Household, the members 
o£ nm profession, ead the public, have a 
well-grounded right to expect should he 
oceppiod bj -mm of established character 
and of acknowledged scieotiio acquire- 
ment*. 

We bavonaw diieated the attention of the 
public to the kite medical eppoimaenU, and J 
have thus P|ved the w*y for »q exposure, j 
which, we suspects will not add to the Ip* | 
epee lability of v a courtier, who is more 

fgarpd thee helped, end who is the depo- 
sitary of* toe many secret* to be conve- 
nientiy dismissed. 


WftTMINfTRR HOSPITAL. 

- It . wiU hp steeled tH. tfee Jute $, 
Holkmd, Esq., bequeathed 10,0001. each, to 
several p^iqcipal hospitals, and 

amongst others tha| amn was given to the 
Westminster. In one of the bequests it 

wee apeoifinJdJy epproprinted \9 the building 

fund of the charity* No such direction hav- 
ing been given in the bequest to the build- 
ing fund nf th* Wfguqmiter Hospital, the 
legacy, when received, was invested by the 
treasurer iq l&e permanent fonda of 
charity, agreeably to the usual practice. 
At a subsequent period, however, diree- 


tiooa wave given by three of the medical 
officers of the ohvity, end aaadtor trustee, 
to invevt this important legacy in the 
names of the trustees of the building fund ! 
A most extraordinary step truly, and one so 
fraught with danger, that if permitted by 
the governors, the entire income of the 
| hospital will be placed in jeopardy. A job 
is evidently ig the contemplation Q f the 
medical officers, who ought Qot to be allow- 
ed to act as governors during the time that 
they are the servants of the institution. 
Neither at St, Thomas’s Hospital, Guy's, 
por at St. Bartholomew*!, here the physi- 
cians and surgeons any such daagerous 
privilege ; and it would be well for the in- 
terests pf the Westminster Hospital, if the 
medical officers were deprived of tho oppor- 
tunity of being masters and servant* at one 
and the same time. The question, we be- 
lieve, is to be agiffitfd on Wednesday next, 
when we hope the public will have reason 
to applaud the good sense of the great body 
of the governors of tbs hospital. 


WU>rCAL unaon* AT OARKf. 

Amongst the numevoup abuses which are 
now about to be remedied in Franc#, the* 
state of medicine will undergo a com- 
plete reform, and the Minister of the Interior 
has accordingly appointed a committee, to 
order to inquire into the present state of tbs 
hospitals, the manner in which the medical 
officers are elected, the appqiptment of pub. 
lie lecturers, etc., and to propose the neees. 
aary alterations. The eommittee consist* 
pf MM. Cuvier, Dubois, Dumlril, Landrd 
Beauvais, Aodral, J. Cloquet, Hutson , and 
Guerin, and is expected soon to malm it* 
report. The principal alterations will, it i* 
generally hoped, consist in the adoption of 
the “ conooun” for all public appointments, 
the.electiou.by medical juries from the pro- 
fessors of the faculty, the medical officers of 
the hospitals, and the members, of the Aca- 
demia Koyale de Medecine, The duration 
E 3 
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of the professorship at the faculty will also, 
it is hoped, be limited to a certain period. 
We shall not fail to acquaint our readers 
with the more interesting points of the re- 
port as soon as it appears. 


ELECTION OF SURGEONS TO THE NATIONAL 
GUARD AT PARIS. 

A great number of practitioners of Paris 
lately addressed aletter to Lafayette, urg- 
ing* the necessity of appointing the surgeons 
to the national guard in a similar manner as 
in the election of its officers. They propose 
that the appointment of every “ Cbirurgien 
de Bataillon” be made by the practitioners 
of the quarter to which the Bataillon be- 
longs ; that the “ Chirurgien-Major de la 
Legion ” be elected by the practitioners of 
four quarters, and that the " Chirurgien en 
Chef” be elected by all the medical prac- 
titioners in the national guard. 


SOCIETY OF u GENERAL PRACTITIONERS.” 

The following addless to the members of 
the profession has just emanated from this 
society. It is extremely well written, and, 
what is of still more importance, it evinces 
that high tone and spirit which should have 
characterised the first address, and the whole 
of the proceedings. We take some credit 
to ourselves for having applied “ a bush to 
the wine that required it.” Fully persuaded, 
as we are, that the members of this society 
are most anxious to promote the best inte- 
rests of the profession, we have only to ex- 
press our deep regret that they have com- 
menced operations on so narrow and limited 
a scale however, we have been given to 
understand that they will, should an oppor- 
tunity offer, merge themselves, without 
hesitation, into a National College of Medi- 
cine, — a College which the demands of the 
profession hare long called for in a voice of 
thunder. 


ADDRESS 

OF THE 

" METROPOLITAN SOCIETY OF GENERAL PRAC- 
TITIONERS IN MEDICINE,” &C. &C. 

An association has been established in Lon- 
don denominated “ The Metropolitan So- 
ciety of General Practitioners in Medicine 
and Surgery throughout England and 
Wales,” the nature of which is developed 
by this, its first code of laws, whilst its 
more general intentions and objects are 
briefly explained in the following state- 
ment. 

Medical men, in this country, whose ser- 
vices are dedicated to the practice of their 
profession through all its extensive ramifi- 
cations of medicine, surgery, pharmacy, and 
midwifery, have been aptly denominated 
“ General Practitioners.” The epithet, as 
distinguished from the appellations which 
designate those individuals who devote 
themselves to one branch only of the heal- 
ing art, is as honourable as it is descriptive ; 
inasmuch as it denotes the possession of 
qualifications adequate to all the emergen- 
cies of an arduous profession. It has, how- 
ever, been said, that, in its relation with 
the titles of “ physician ” and “ surgeon,” 
the term general practitioner ” implies a 
subordinate in the social and intellectual 
ranks of the republic of medicine ; but such 
an inference is at variance with the spirit of 
the designation, and presents a forced ac- 
ceptation of its sense, to which no indivi- 
dual of the class will subscribe. It will 
hereafter be the duty of the Association now 
established under the denomination of “ The 
Metropolitan Society of General Practi- 
tioners” to discuss the subject, and, after 
due examination and deliberation, to con- 
firm this or adopt another cognomen. It 
will also be the province of the Society to 
institute an inquiry into the expediency of 
equalising the right to professional distinc- 
tions, and to adopt such policy as shall se- 
cure for its members the civil and literary 
respect to which their education, attain- 
ments, and practice, entitle them. 

The position in society occupied by gene- 
ral practitioners, is one that demands their 
serious attention. Perplexed by multifa- 
rious duties — threatened by extensive re- 
sponsibilities— oppressed by physical exer- 
tions — disturbed by conflicting interests — 
assailed by jealousies — harassed by intrigue 
and envy — injured by corporate privileges — ■ 
insulted by legal enactments— and degraded 
by an opprobrious mode of remuneration,— 
the general practitioner has more extensive 
evils to cope with than he can hope to com- 
bat successfully by the unassisted force of 
his own mental an5 physical exertions. It 
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it, therefore, a subject of astonishment, that 
the members of a class, around whose ban- 
ner more than ten thousand individuals are 
spread over the cities and provinces of 
England and Wales, have not sooner coa- 
lesced, and formed themselves into a deli- 
berative body with executive authority and 
means, in order to render the knowledge, 
experience, and resources of the entire mass 
available to every member of the Associa- 
tion, who might seek or require its advice 
or support. By such a union, a concentra- 
tion of the opinions, experience, talents, and 
influence of the whole class would be con- 
summated, and its application directed, upon 
all occasions, to the necessities and emer- 
gencies of any individual ; or to the pro- 
motion of the collective interest of the whole 
body. In aid of a co-operative system like 
this, the support derived from a pecuniary 
fund is not to be overlooked ; in fact, it is 
an indispensable requisite for carrying into 
effect any political or legal undertaking — for 
defending individual interests — and for sup- 
porting a domiciliary est&blishmeut, which, 
to ensure success to the scheme, should 
offer, not merely a place for the conduct of 
business, bnt the conveniences for agree- 
able social intercourse. 

Upon the foregoing principles has the 
Society of General Practitioners been be- 
gun f its prosecution may be understood by 
the following details : — 

In the selection of a house for the So- 
ciety’s use, the Committee have been in- 
fluenced by a prudent regard to economy, 
and a desire to restrict the extent of the 
chambers to the actual necessities of the 
Association. The Committee did not con- 
sider it justifiable, in the onset, to open an 
establishment upon a large scale, purposing 
to extend it, whenever an increase of the 
Society’s numbers renders it necessary, or 
the members themselves may call for fur- 
ther accommodation. Such refreshments as 
can be , prepared under the present circum- 
scribed fitness of the premises, are served 
(at a moderate charge) at any time during 
the day, by the persons in attendance. It 
is in contemplation, however, to provide 
dinners and other refection, as soon as the 
magnitude of the Society will warrant the 
adoption of a plan for combining the com- 
forts and conveniences of a social club with 
the more solid advantages to be derived from 
the Institution. The reading-room is open 
from ten o’clock in the morning till ten at 
night, and the daily newspapers, periodical 
journals, &c., regularly laid on the table. 
.Notwithstanding the library offers at this 
time but a limited allurement, the Society 
has cause for congratulation in the prompt 
and handsome manner in which many emi- 
nent individuals, not belonging to the Asso- 
ciation, have presented their works. The 


members of the Society, also, bare not been 

tardy in offering their respective donation 
of books. The library will be opened as 
soon as the necessary arrangements are com- 
pleted. 

The Committee have great pleasure in 
announcing, that the treasurer’s statement 
of the Society’s affairs shows a balance of 
cash in hand ; and they take this opportu- 
nity of giving a pledge to its members and 
to the profession at large, that they will, on 
no account, incur any liabilities beyond the 
actual resources of their funds. 

The pleasure and advantages to be de- 
rived by the metropolitan surgeons froin the 
social and friendly intercourse established 
and confirmed through the medium of their 
chambers, are too apparent to need any 
comment; to the country members, also* 
they present a most convenient place of re- 
sort during their occasional sojourn in Lon- 
don, where they may meet their professional 
friends, mix with their unknown contem- 
poraries, and, at leisure, contemplate the 
men, books, customs, manners, opinion#, 
and feelings, of the medical microcosm of 
the metropolis. The associates, likewise, 
join in these literary and social meetings, 
forming and cementing those professional 
ties and private friendships which ought to 
subsist between all the members of & libe- 
ral profession. To the student in medicine, 
also, the Society’s chambers afford peculiar 
advantages. He is supplied with books 
either of reference or general instruction ; 
he has the accommodation of a comfortable 
room for meeting his friends, for his mo- 
ments of leisure a&d relaxation, or literary 
studies ; and, lastly, in addition to the meu- 
tal and scientific improvement which he de- 
rives from attending the discussions of the 
Society, he associates daily with bis seniors 
in the profession, from whose conversation 
and communications he receives both plea- 
sure and instruction. 

The amount of the annual contribution, 
in comparison with the advantages to be 
derived from it, has been fixed at a very 
moderate sum, the Committee feeling assur- 
ed that the numbers of the Society will bo 
equal, even at this small ratio, to the pro- 
duction of a fund amply sufficient for all the 
purposes required. The first caie of the 
Society is the conservation of its own inte- 
grity, and the general interests of its mem- 
bers. Medioal politics have decidedly taken 
a bias unfavourable to the general practi- 
tioner, and he stands, not only unprotected 
in his professional character by the foster- 
ing hand of a generous government, but le- 
gislative enactments have actually been 
passed which oppress and degrade him ; 
his privileges are trampled down by the 
assumptions bf unjust, self-created, arbitrary 
power, and the defence of his rights con- 
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founded by the hssndotis jurisprudence df 
legal misinterpretation. These great and 
crying evils can only be redressed by par- 
liamentary influence ; and the chief strength 
of the fund arising from the contributions of 
the members of this Society* lies in the 
power which it gives of appealing to the 
legislature, and of persisting steadily against 
oppression and opposition until the general 
practitioner shall have obtained a distinct 
htfd !e£al recognition of his rights, privi- 
leges, and tank, and have burst every tram* 
mel that binds him down to a degraded sub- 
serviency. These are measures which the 
Society is pledged to pursue ; the period of 
their commencement must, of course, de- 
pend upon the possession of means, and be 
fixed by the fiat of deliberation* For the 
purposes of individual protection, the fund 
will at all times be available iii every instance 
where, upon due inquiry and examination, it 
shall appear to the Society, that one of its 
members sustaining any injury or Wrong in 
his professional capacity, or is called on to 
assert his tight, or defend his interest on 
any point that applies strictly and especially 
to the whole body. The subject of pro* 
feasional remuneration is of momentous 
Urgency, and demand* the most careful con- 
feiaeratiCn. It is true that under the direc- 
tion of the Lord Chief Justice Tenterden, a 
verdict was lately given in favour of the 
right of a general practitioner to charge for 
his services; but such a decision by no 
means necessarily becomes a law of the land, 
find though dictated by the opinion of one 
itidget to-day * it may be reversed by the 
dictum of another to-morrow. When the 
Society shall have arranged a scheme for 
regulating a general mode of professional 
compensation, by which the medical prac- 
titioner maybe emancipated from the odious 
necessity of balancing his remuneration by 
the charge for his medicines, it will be ne- 
cessary to legalize the measure by an appli- 
cation to Parliament, in fine, the fund 
formed by the annual contributions will 
enable the Society to prosecute measures 
for obtaining such legislative interference 
as may be necessary in removing all dis- 
abilities, for tbe protection and support of 
the interests and welfare of its members, for 
bringing into operation those suggestions 
which the fluctuating influence of circum- 
stances may give rise to, nnd for establish- 
ing the respectability and prosperity of tbe 
general practitioners of this kingdom. 

The plan of the benevolent fund differs 
from any other heretofore established ,* 
being founded upon the principle of general 
benevolence. To the members of this So- 


* Extending relief to medical men who do not 
belong to the Society, and are not subscribers to 
any fund. 


ciety, whose circumstances preclude them 
from providing for the contingencies of ac- 
cident, old age, and death* it must surely be 
i consolation to contemplate a resource for 
such periods of desolation, whilst the more 
favoured individuals whom fortune had 
placed above the necessity for such aid, will 
not withhold their support to the efforts of 
humanity. It Is therefore confidently trust- 
ed that the voluntary donations of all classes 
of persons will not fail to produce a fund 
adequate to tbe benevolent intentions of its 
philanthropic contributors, in aid of which 
the surplus of the general fund will be added 
to it as often as it exceeds the sum neces- 
sary for the exigencies of the Society. 

To promote the objects contemplated by 
the founders of this Society, its members* 
wherever situated, are invited, at all times, 
to an unreserved communication of their 
opinions and wishes. By this means a 
splendid system of general co-operation will 
be established throughout the kingdom, end 
remedies devised and applied for evils of 
every sort, whether local or universal, indi- 
vidual or collective. In furtherance of the 
measures for improving tbe science of medi- 
cine, it is requested that the members will 
transmit to the Society in London, such pa- 
pers, reports of cases, and other professional 
information, as they may consider Conducive 
to the improvement of knowledge and the 
good of the public. The more important 
communications will be printed, as the 
“ Transactions” of the Society ; and as the 
literature thus collected will be regarded ns 
tbe joint property of the association, it will 
be published for tbe benefit of its members; 
merely at a remunerating price- for tbe ex- 
penses incurred. 

Such are the principles and intentions of 
a Society to which all tbe general practi* 
tioners in the kingdom should attach them- 
selves ; and every individual of the class is 
hereby invoked, by tbe respect which he 
bears for himself, and the regard he enter- 
tains for the honour and interest of his pro- 
fession, to give his aid in promoting the 
formation of an institution for establishing 
the prosperity and happiness of tbe medical 
community. 

“ Ex veritate causa pendetur.” 

By order of the Committee, 

Heney Bono, Secretary. 

Society’s Chambers, 4, Regent Street. 
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I properly so called, the eteitement 6f the 
A Treatise on ike Mature and Cure of those 1 mu#cle8 of joluntary motion, by *hich, 
Diseases , either Acute or Chronic , which ; t ^ r011 ^ Ibe intervention of the nefvOUs srs- 


precede change of Structure, with a view 
to the preservation of health, and particu- 
larly the prevention bf Organic Diseases . 
By A. P. W. Philip, M.D., F.ft.S., &c. 
London; Longman and Co. 1830. 8vo. 
pp. 4 32. 

It is much to be regretted that aii author 
who has written so much and so well as Dr. 
Philip, should at last put forth a work like 
the present, the value of which, to say the 
least of it, is very questionable, and whith 
can certainly add nothing to his reputation. 
A large portion of i.ts contents consists of 
observations already repeatedly published 
by others, and facts with which every prac- 
titioner is acquainted ; and the rest is, for 
the most part, taken from the author's pre- 
vious publications, to which continual refer- 
ence ot allusion is made. There is little or 
nothing, therefore, in the work which can 
be called original, nor is this defeot in any 
way compensated by convenience of ar- 
rangement or clearness of reasoning ; on the 
contrary, many parts of it are written ii* 
angnage and style so obscure and confused 
as to he almost unintelligible to the medical, 
and entirely so to the general reader, frit 
whom nevertheless, as the author has stated 
in bis preface, it is at least equally intended. 
These remarks, it is true, apply more to the 
first part of the work than to the second, 
which contains observations on the treat- 
ment of the diseases in question, yet even 
here, mingled with some excellent direc- 
tions to invalids with regard to diet and 
management, there is much which can be 
serviceable neither to them nor to any class 
of headers whatever. 

Under these circumstances it would be 
altogether useless for us to make any long 
extracts, or to give any analysis of the work j 
there are, however, some particular passages 
which we cannot pass over without notice. 

At p. 49, the author states that “ we have 
every reason to believe that the sensorial is 
a power wholly distinct from that strictly 
called nervous." In the following page he 
enumerates sensation and volition among 
the “ sensorial functions,” and yet imme- 
diately afterwards observes “ the following 
may be regarded as the nervous functions 


tem, they in their usual functions Sr© sub- 
jected to the sensorial power/' &tc. There ie 
some confusion here between the words 
'* power " arid “ function if they are net 
regarded as having a similar import, then 
the whole passage is unintelligible ; and if 
they are, it then surely contains a manifest 
contradiction, for the “ excitement ef tbe 
voluntary muscles ” is certainly an act bf 
volition, and ought* therefore, according to 
the author's division, to be placed under the 
“sensorial functions." Throughout the 
whole chapter, indeed, on the functions bf 
the nervous system, there is ttueli obscurity 
and apparent contradiction, arid if Dr. Philip 
himself understands these Subtle distinc- 
tions, he has certainly failed in enabling 
others to do so. Why, for instance, “ the 
nervous power is not, strictly speaking, to 
be regarded as One of tbO vital power* of the 
body," we are at a loss to comprehend ; fbr 
the reasons which are adduced in support 
of this statement, if they have any force ct 
all, will equally apply to &U the other vital 
powers ; and ao far are we from agreeing 
with Dr. Philip, that we dre rather inclined 
to reverse his statement, and to say that, 
strietly speaking, the nervous is to be con- 
sidered as the only vital power, the principle 
which presides over all the functions of the 
body, arid on which they all more or teas 
depend. 

Although mucb is said of tbe diseases of 
the heart and lungs, no notice whatever is 
taken of the stethoscope} except in the fol- 
lowing sentence, which oocurs quite at the 
end of the book. 

u Nor are we assisted either by sotindlrig 
the chest, by gently striking different parts 
of it, or the use of ri lately-invented Instru- 
ment ; for although either of these means 
readily points out where and to wbrit extent 
the lungs are obstructed, neither will tell us 
whether the obstruction arises from tuber- 
cles or other change of structure, or thick 
.and viscid fluids clogging the air-tubes and 
cells.”— p. 399. 

The incorrectness of this statement must 
be very evident to any one but moderately 
accustomed to the use of the stethoscope, 
the author's ignorance and eon tempt of 
which are shown in other parts of the book, 
wbere statements are made relative to the 
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diagnosis of thoracic diseases, quite at vari- 
ance with the results afforded by this valu- 
able instrument, and which ought, therefore, 
at apy rate to have been given in a somewhat 
mpre qualified manner. 

Such strange phrases as pulmonary con- 
sumption being the cause of organic dis- 
ease of the lungs, the brain being the organ 
of feeling, &c., may possibly be regarded as 
mere typographical errors j but what shall 
WO: say of the following sentence ? — ‘ * They 
(thO'diaeases of the heart) may be divided 
Into two classes, those which weaken the 
power with which it propels the. blood, and 
those which impede the passage of the blood 
' through it ; the former the diseases of the 
heart itself, the latter of its orifices and its 
.valves/' — p. 136. Of inflammation and of 
nervous irritability, it may perhaps be said, 
that they, if not immediately yet ultimately, 

. have the effect of .weakening the action of 
.the heart, but this cannot apply to hypertro- 
phy, a which the heart will continue to act 
with great violence, producing a full and 
strong pulse even for many months ; and 
thus one, of. the most common of the organic 
disease* • of the heart is entirely excluded j 
from them. 

But we have had enough of this ungrate- 
, ful task, and we shall conclude our observa- 

• tions by extracting one short sentence which 

• is equally true and important. 

“ Thus all the important tend encies in the ! 
cases we have been considering ” (of dis- 
ease in one organ inducing similar and dif- 
ferent diseases in others) “ depend on the 
direct influence of the nervous on the san- 

• goiferous system, on the fact that continued 
nervous irritation always tends to produce 

• inflammatory action/’— p. 217. 


** ARGUMENTS ” IN FAVOUR OF TIIE PRE- 
SENT “ ORDER OF THINGS” IN THE MEDI- 
CAL PROFESSION. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— For the satisfaction of some secret 
doubts, 1 beg to know whether the letter, 
in the last number of your journal, “ in fa- 
vour of the present order of things,” was 
the genuine production of a Licentiate, or 
only a t( solemn sneer” with which you 
sapped the pretensions of the “ superior 
portion of. medical men,” If the former 
supposition be true, I hope, Sir, that the 
practice of your correspondent is far sounder 


than bis arguments ; for, if it be not, the 
class of practitioners who are inferior to him 
must be contemptible indeed. 

I would willingly make some remarks 
upon that letter, but am almost restraiued 
by a serious doubt of its genuineness. 
Surely, Sir, no educated man can question 
your right to censure any evil, because you 
are not its personal victim. Such an opinion, 
if anyone could entertain it, would be imme- 
diately refuted by the maxim, that “ he who 
allows oppression, shares the crime.” But, 
in civil society no evil can be entirely per- 
sona], we have all a common interest in 
' destroying bad customs, and therefore the 
right to do so is common also. Let the 
“Licentiate” remember this, when he 
again wishes to intrude his imbecility upon 
! your pages. 

The “dinners and entertainments” to 
which your correspondent alludes, are cer- 
tainly of a more substantial nature. But, 
Sir, are they not provided rather to ensnare 
the patronage of the apothecary, than to re- 
compense him for it? If they are truly 
given in “ return,” the recompense is not 
very magnificent ; it is only an occasional 
repast to those men from whom the physi- 
cian virtually receives his daily bread. It 
is the generosity of a highwayman, who 
gives a shilling to the man whom he has 
plundered of a purse. 

I do not see the applicability of that 
simile, which your correspondent has taken 
from the military profession. The distinc- 
tions in the army are natural and essential, 
the officer plans and directs that which his 
underling has to execute ; but no such dis- 
tinction can be formed in the medical pro- 
fession, unless the “ inferior portion” of it 
be confined to the mere preparation of pre- 
scriptions. If any such distinction should 
ever be made, our “ superiors ” may be con- 
fident of deserving, even if they should not 
obtain, the mechanical department. 

As regards the fine of 100/., if any such 
fine there be, the apothecary is in no danger 
of incurring it. His resistance will not be 
shown in an intemperate refusal to prepare 
the prescriptions of the physician ; but iu 
a gradual and rational influence over the 
mind of his patient. No penalties can 
punish such an opposition, and no paltry 
machinations can defeat it. When the zeal 
aud ability of the general practitioner are 
fully known to the patient, he will have but 
little inclination for the ceremony and ex- 
pense of a physician. Old prejudices in 
favour of a iiamo will be easily and effectu- 
ally removed by the remonstrances of rea- 
son. And as ibis is the kind of opposition 
which best befits gentlemen, it is that which 
will .most probably be adopted. Let the 
“Licentiate and his acquaintances ” aban- 
don, therefore, their premature hope of be* 
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coning common informers ; or refrain, at 
least, from publishing such a disgraceful in- 
tention. 

If it be your opinion that these remarks 
may serve any good purpose, they are, Sir, 
at your service. 

Your faithful servant, 

J. C. J. 

Blackfriars Road, 

September i£th, 1830. 

[We hope that upon reflection, our cor- 
respondent will find in the character of this 
Journal sufficient evidence for assuring him 
of the authenticity of the document to which 
he has referred.— £d. L.] 


TO THE PARENTS OF YOUTH DE8TINED FOR 
THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 

Gentlemen, — Having been for many 
years an attentive observer of the state of 
the medical profession, and of the qualifica- 
tions of the juniors who are commencing the 
practice of it, it has appeared to me, that 
in very many instances the education of 
these young men has been upon too con- 
tracted a scale, as regards the acquisition 
both of general and of professional know- 
ledge. The general diffusion of science, 
“ the march of intellect,’* if you please, is 
such among all classes of the community, as 
to compel those members of our profession 
who are desirous of upholding the honour 
and dignity of it, to exert themselves in 
keeping up our title to the pre-eminence 
which is so kindly conceded to us in so- 
ciety ; and in taking care that we at least 
keep pace with the members of other pro- 
fessions in intelligence — in the possession of 
various knowledge, as well as of that which 
is directly essential to the practice of our 
art. 

With this view, I would beg leave to 
recommend, that the preliminary education 
of our juniors should be more liberal and 
comprehensive than it generally is; that 
boys before they are apprenticed, should be 
well grounded in classical and polite litera- 
ture — in the elements of the mathematics, 
and of natural philosophy. 

In the accomplishment of this purpose, 
youth will commence their professional stu- 
dies with great advantages : with well-regu- 
lated and disciplined minds; the faculties 
expanded and strengthened by having been 
accustomed to vigorous application, and 
therefore qualified to apply their powers 
with greater effect to the acquisition of the 
medical sciences, and those branches of 
knowledge which are immediately auxiliary 
to them. 

That these are important truths, must, 1 
think, be acknowledged by every candid and 
competent observer* Similar opinions have 


been so admirably expressed by «n able 
writer in a recent publication, that I beg 
leave to quote as follows r 

“ That a young physician should com- 
mence his practice by becoming a professor 
of ethics, may, to some, appear dm extraor- 
dinary modmof introduction - tmeminenet in 
the art of healing. Few, howeyor, .base 
attained more practical skill, mofe ipfiipate 
acquaintance with their own peculiar science, 
or more deserved success, 1 than Priflgle,' Tb 
suppose that general attainments in klldw- 
ledge, and even a predileotton fbr pals t* Mar- 
rature, have a tendency to disqualify oa en- 
feeble tbe medical practitioner, ? js ta fvqjr 
an ignorance of the character and private 
history of the most distinguished men who, 
in every age and country, hh*W 'ntf 
and elevated that profession. ■ ’VOtMiy'df 
knowledge was never seen to enbumhmr the 
possessor; on the contrary, it prepay an 
ampler space and a firmer footing all 
that is to come after. In the numberless apd 
unexpected emergencies which occur 1 iii the 
Telief of the diseases of the bbdy 1 amHhe 
mind ; in the ever-varying covdbkiatsOMfof 
causes of character which present tbemasJjtqSf 
an almost universal acquaintance with na- 
ture and art would seem to be demanded. 
The power of making good observations, • 
retentive memory, a fired attention, - and 
the habit of generalising, are among 4he 
most important qualities of the 'phpajftjjui ; 
and these can be acquired or strengthened, 
only by an early and extensive intellectual 
education. Some of the most enlightened 
governments of Europe have perceived 
this truth during the present century, and 
now exact from the candidate for medical 
honours, a course of more or lets rigorous 
preliminary studies in general literature : 
we may cite Fiance and Prussia (in parti- 
cular r** ’ -i 

In the great objeot of raising 4ke standard 
of intellectual and professional attainment 
in our profession, 1 am of opinion that the 
University of London is likely to be emi- 
nently instrumental. Withip its walls are 
taught all the branches of useful knowledge 
that enter into the composition of a polite 
and liberal education, and there youth, pre- 
viously well initiated, will acquire. a taste 
for dignified and intellectual pursuits, and 
become, eventually, valuable members of the 
profession, aud men of enlightened minds. 
As a school of medicine, this university 
has already a high reputation, which wiil 
doubtless go on increasing under its emi- 
nent professors. Certain it is, I believe, 
that exertion roust be made to extend and 
enlarge tbe education of youth intended for 
the medical profession, as regards early 
mental discipline, and the acquisition of 


* Lives of Eminent British Physicians— Pringle. 
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preliminary, as well as of professional, know- 
ledge, if we are to maintain our position in 
the present advanced and advancing state of 
civilized society. 

Yours, &c. 

SuRUIENSIS. 


ARMY ASSISTANT-SURGEONS. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— Your correspondent R ., whose 
letter appears in the last number of your 
invaluable publication, ought to have known 
that the late Secretary at War has made an 
effort to remedy the evil complained of by 
R . ; and almost the first act of his present 
Majesty was to sign a royal warrant giving 
to assistant-surgeons of the army, after ten 
years’ service, the daily pay of ten shillings , 
and allowing them also a retirement pro- 
portioned to their services on full-pay. 
But, Sir, how melancholy the reflection 
that the junior officers of this department 
should owe this boon to the good heart and 
sound judgment of Sir Henry Hardinge, 
and not to their own natural chief Sir James 
M'Grigor! From the moment this latter 
gentleman got placed at the head of the 
medical department, up to the present hour, 
I defy his most favoured or partial friend 
to point out one act of favour or of advantage 
he has procured for the department, or any 
exertion he has ever made to improve the 
condition of medical officers, or to render 
them more respectable. He has, indeed, 
attempted to rule them with a rod of iron, 
and, where he could with impunity, has 
shown that Rob Roy’s bloo d runs in his 
veins. But no- where under his govern- 
ment can I discover any-thi ng like the act 
of a noble mind, or the generous feelings of 
one who by good luck more than talent 
owes his fortune and his respectability to the 
service. All M'Grigor’s efforts have been 
for self, and the shameless manner in which 
his influence has been used to serve his son 
and heir, would have brought many before a 
court martial. 


King William has increased the pay of 
all the medical officers in the army, and has 
arranged their ranks in a way that is more 
uniform, and gives a greater respectability 
than has hitherto been the case ; and instead 
of being dressed more like monkeys than 
men, they have again been permitted to 
assume the British uniform. But I really 
believe, had it been proposed that the doc- 
tors should be dressed like “ Paddy from 
Cork ” with their coats buttoned behind , 
his honour the Knight Director General 
would have said, u Oh ! by all means let it 
be so.” [ should be glad to see the new 
warrant for regulating the medical depart- 
ment of the army in the pages of The Lan- 
cet, as no otherwise do I conceive can it 
become generally known to the profession. 
Iam, Sir, 

Your constant reader and admirer, 

A Poor Assistant-Surgeon. 

September 13, 1830. 


PAY OF ARMY MEDICAL OFFICERS. 

To the Editor of The Lancet# 

Sir, — I beg leave, with reference to the 
communication signed R., and inserted in 
No. 36? of your Journal, to forward you a 
statement of the rates of daily pay of army 
medical officers annexed to his Majesty’s 
warrant, dated 29th of July, 1830 (from 
which day the same is to take effect), by 
which you will perceive that the benevolent 
wishes of your correspondent have been an- 
ticipated. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. H. P. 

Sept. 15, 1830. 

P.S. — There are, of course, other particu- 
lars in the warrant, but as the scale of pay 
contains the information relative to the in- 
crease of the assistant-surgeon’s emolu- 
ments, I have thought it best to occupy the 
least possible space of your valuable work. 


RATES OF DAILY PAY. 


RANKS. 

After *25 Years 
actual Service. 

After 20, but 
under 25 Years 
actual Service. 

After 10, but 
under 20 Years 
actual Service. 

tinder 10 Years 
actual Service. 

Assis tant-Surgeon 

Regimental ditto 

Staff ditto 

£. s. d. 

0 10 0 

1 2 0 

13 0 

14 0 

| 1 10 0 

2 0 0 

£. s. d, 

0 10 0 

0 19 0 

1 0 0 
12 0 

18 0 

1 18 0 

£. s. d. 

0 10 0 

0 1.5 0 

0 16 0 

0 19 0 

14 0 

1 16 0 

£. s. d. 

0 7 6 

0 13 0 

0 14 0 

Assist. -Inspect, of Hospitals 
Deputy Inspector General i 

of ditto 

Inspector General of ditto j 
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UNJUlrfriABi* OPERATIONS. 

To the Eififor of The Lancet. 

Sir^— A llow me a Small apace in columns 
which have Sever yet been doled Id any 
appeal on behalf df Buffering humanity. I 
entreat the attention of overseers and guar- 
dians of the poor to a practice which has 
gained ground to an alarming extent; 1 
ffiean the dismemberment of the poor in 
parish workhouses and infirmaries. It is 
the custom in these places to do what is 
never done in large hospitals, namely, to 
perform mutilating operations at the in- 
**« stance of one individual — the operator, with- 
out the consultation, sanction, or concurrence, 
of afiy other practitioner. 

Before any operation be undertaken (ex* 
eept for hernia), 1 think that it is the duty 
of the lay authorities to receive the most 
satisfying and convincing proofs of such 
necessity from more than one competent 
authority. 

1 remain yours, &c. 

A Friend to the Poor, 
And an Enemy to all close Hole- 
and- Corner Proceedings. 

Sept. 2nd, 1830. 


ANTIDOTE TO PRUSSIC ACID. 

Mr. W. H. Potter, of Old Compton 
Street, h*s forwarded to us some observa- 
tions with a view M to corroborate the use of 
chlorine as an antidote to the deleterious 
effects of prussic acid,” and adds the fol- 
lowing experiment 

“ I prepared a concentrated hydrocyanic 
acid, of the specific gravity of 89, at 60° 
temp. Falirenheit ; I placed one drop in the 
eye of a cat ; she Walked about in a stagger- 
ing manner for the space of a minute, she 
then fell on her side, and was convulsed ; 
heir eyes Appeared large, and starting ; the 
pupils much dilated, fixed, and covered 
With a kind of glaSe; her breathing was 
deep and laborious. Chlorine was now ad- 
ministered, diluted with several times its 
bulk of water ; a few drops were placed in 
her mouth, aud plentifully scattered round 
about. It seemed for some time to produce 
fio effect, but, by using it assidoously, and 
splashing the animal with cold wat&r , 
sense at last returned, and she turned her 
bead to where the bottle containing the 
chlorine was held. Respiration now be- 
came thore regular, with starting and throw- 
ing out of the limbs ; the animal seemed to 
pant for the fresh air, aud to take as large 
inspirations as possible. After about an 
hour bad elapsed from the exhibition of the 
poison# Water Was placed undet her nose, 


when, as by the influence of mfcgie, before it 
could be let down from the haho , she seemed 
suddenly to resume all be# powers, started 
up, rau several yards, and bid htfoetf.* The 
cat entirely recovered in four or five hours. 

Our correspondent does not seem to have 
borne in mind, that cold -affusion has been 
recommended as Of itself sufficient to cdun* 
ter act the effeots of hydrocyanic acid, and 
that the conclusions at which he would ar- 
rive iu favour of the efficacy of ohlorine in 
this care, Sre completely neutralized by bis 
employment of the water. In a previous 
volume of this Journal, he will find an no* 
count of the results obtained by Dr. Herbat, 
ef Gottingen, who first recommended thd 
shock of cold water, and practised it on 
animals most successfully. His experiments 
have been repeated by Orfila with Similar 
effect. 


DERBYSHIRB INFIRMARY. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — 1 think you will like to hear that a 
long discussion took place yesterday (Mon- 
day Sept. 27 th) at the Weekly Board of 
Governors of our Infirmary, as to the n«* 
cessity of falling on the ooroner for the bo- 
rough of Derby, to inquire into tha cause of 
the sudden and unexpected death of one of 
Dr. Boker*s patients ; but after mush argu- 
ment, particularly from a limb of the law on 
the doctor’s side, the Board agreed that they 
could not inform the coroner, ibith&mt «wm- 
ing On imputation against the doctor , and 
it was therefore very conaiderately deter* 
mined to let the matte# rest ! The house 
apothecary, the apprentice, add tamo pa- 
tients, Were examined before the Board, and 
the cause of death did not appedr. We 
thought of “the petit- up-house of dark-* 
ness we did just manage to collect, that 
the deceased was a woman of middle age, 
who had been treated for a tumour io the 
belly, bad been “ rubbed ” with iodine 
ointment for three days , and the ; plan 
changed, but death stopped the intended 
course of physic . 

The woman was extremely sick for two 
days before death, in short nothing would 
stay upon her stomach, and the apprentice 
said “ there was a good deal the matter with 
the stomach we have heard the stomach 
was iu a highly inflamed state, as much so 
as if poison had been taken ; (lie Woman 
looked of full habit of body, and the tumours 
did not give her ‘ ‘ much trouble we dndef- 
stand she had not been treated for inflam- 
mation of the stomach, either by general or 
local bleeding, or by blistering the pit of the 
stomach. Hence these questions arise, Wbat 
caused the inflammation 1 and why were nd 
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remedies Hied to subdue it? was it over- 
looked, arid att the attention directed to the 
imtalebt turnout in the belly? Dr. F. Fox 
toldfheBoa^d,be suggested at the ex- 
attittittori of tbe-body after death, that there 
watr^ttuob reason for preserving the in- 
flatted sto&ach, as for keeping the tumour, 
whett : J>rl Raker immediately erclaimed, 
“'FwiH not attow any impertinent interfer- 
ence,' for* I do not wish to have my cases 
cooked up for the Lancet-;** so the crimson 
stottaeh was sewed up in the body to be 
covered by* the sod ! We think this case 
wanCS no cooking. 

We do not know what physic this stomach 
had 1 received,* but we think the doctor 
ajxfttld be* looked after, in his doses at lesst, 
siAee^ho Ordered two teaspoonfuls of com- 
pound Colebictim powder to te taken three 
tinfeadday by one of his out-patients a short 
time ago, but the man had sense enough to 
discontinue the dose before he had repeated 
it so Hf to prddbee any vtry seiious effects 
upon bfs constitution. This compound con - 
tahureight grains of the powdered colchi- 
cum^roof in half a' drachm, the rest being 
su^pAate of potash .—N.Bv Two teaspoons- 
fulnotmuch heaped up, weigh more than 
three drachms, so the doctor ordered his 
patient forty-eight grains, at least, of the 
coldnconi^toot for a dose, ter die ! The phar- 
macopoeia of the hospital states the dose of 
this compound to be from one scruple to 
hatf'u4ruthm\ it would be well to know 
the particulars of this oolcbicum case, — must 
not -the- patient have had a very fortunate 
constitution ? 

The fishes get no physic now (thanks to 
Mil Wright). Dr. Raker seldom changes 
hismedaesnes; and his out-patients do not 
repeat* tfcedr attendances as they used to do 
before «'flhe smell of gunpowder.** The 
physio bill this quarter is about 301. instead 
of 88L What will the druggists think of 
this;? They must look for assistance from 
the _selff supporting dispensary now getting 
up in this town, where patients aTe to be 
doctored for ar penky per week ! Midwifery, 
7s,, paid two months in advance ! 

' ’ ‘ ' PHILANTHROPIST. 


COUNCIL OF THE COLLEGE 
OF SURGEONS. 

To the EditQr ofTtix. Lancet. 

Sina,— In your able- observations on the 
Council of the College of Burgeons, wherein 
you .have introduced my name, you truly 
intimate, that there * is a point beyond 
which human endurance' cannot go, and 
whence, reaction springs.** I feel the jus- 
tice of your remark, “ that when the yoke 
of tyranny is felt upon the neck, a man, if 


ever so -enslaved, or debased, is stimulated 
to shake it off.** I am not one of those tame 
spirits who will silently submit to gross in- 
justice ; I have been treated with such by 
the Council of the College of Surgeons, 
therefore I shall send you a few letters for 
the information of my professional brethren, 
aud the public at large, stating their pro-, 
ceedings against myself, and four other 
members of the College, to whom they have 
thought proper to deny their covenanted 
rights. My name stood first on the list of 
those declared, by the preceding meeting 
of the Council, to be perfectly eligible, ia 
point of talents and abilities; it was fol- 
lowed by Mr. W. B. Lynn, Mr. Harding, 
Mr. Broughton, and Mr. Jessy. The form of 
ballot was gone through, I believe, in the three 
first cases, but that was deemed too trouble- 
some in the two last, in their indecent haste 
to get to the little person , Mr. Earle, whom 
the commanding influence of the old man of 
the council had pre-arranged should be 
brought into it. Of qualifications I have 
yet to learn, that Mr. Earle possesses one 
that is not equalled, if not surpassed, by all 
the gentlemen over whom he has been 
unjustly placed. For myself, I fearlessly 
assert, that my professional education has 
been such as few men have been fortunate 
enough to enjoy, and certainly such as few 
members of the Council can boast of ; for, 
after having studied iu the London schools 
of anatomy, surgery, and medicine ; attend- 
ed as pupil and house-surgeon for two years 
one of the London Hospitals ; passed my 
examinations, and received my diploma from 
the College, I spent three sessions in Edin- 
burgh studying medicine, and one anatomi- 
cal season in Dublin, and have since visited 
Paris with a view to acquire the knowledge 
Of any improvement in the healing art that 
our continental compeers may have made. I 
have only to add, that my school and hospi- 
tal-acquired knowledge has been fiated by 
an experience of twenty-foiy years* active 
practice in different parts of "Europe, part 
of which time was passed in the Peninsular 
army, where the great operations of surgery 
became matter of daily practice ; and that I 
have now been some years settled in London, 
in a not very confined exercise of our 
honourable and useful art. Thus I beg to 
demand, in what single point does Mr. Earle 
possess an equal claim with me for the 
honours which, by the by-laws of the Col- 
lege, I am justly entitled to ? One single 
point may be urged, viz., that he is the 
nephew of the late Mr. Earle, and fortui- 
tous circumstances have made him the suer 
cessor of his uncle at one of the hospitals. 
For a moment allow this title of his to be 
fatal to my claims ; Mr. Lynn’s claims on 
this point are equal to Mr. Earle’s, but he 
too is passed over by the Council of (should 
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be) just and honourable men. Mr. Earle, a 
junior member of the College, is dragged 
over the heads of his fire seniors, and more 
experienced professional brethren, by the 
secret conclare, who machinate at midnight 
under their dark corporate mantle, assassi- 
nating the character of any individual mem- 
ber of the College before whom they may 
choose to exercise their private professional 
jealousy and malignant spleen ! And who 
are these men that have thus dared to com- 
mit such flagrant injustice 1 I will endea- 
vour to give you fearlessly and truly the best 
information of each individual that I am 
possessed of. 

The _ President, Mr. Headington, is a 
scholar,' a high-minded, independent, and 
honourable gentleman, and of great profes- 
sional acquirements. Of the two Vice- 
Presidents I can say little as to high-mind- 
edness, independence, or great professional 
acquirements. They appear to me to have 
been fortunate in a successful worship of, 
and bowing to, persons, but that the homage 
has been much devoted to the sciences 1 
shall not be bold enough to assert, though 
they nAay have sacrificed very largely to 
the graces, and even to the muses. Of Sir 
William Blizard I could wish to say much ; 
but there are causes which operate on orga- 
nised beings, and some which place all 
moral consideration in abeyance ; not that 
I think the good Sir William Blizard has 
ever suffered under restraint , which, how- 
ever morally good, might be considered a 
physical evil. But, Sir, I have a great 
idea, that had Sir William put under re- 
straint his feelings , they would not have 
got the better. of him so altogether, as they 
have been known to do in the course of his 
long life; and his family, and the few en- 
lightened members of the Council, would 
not have suffered from his talons those ugly 
scratches which they have occasionally re- 1 
ceived, when he has been in a desperate fit 
of that terribly wicked disease, the mania 
senilis, under which the good Sir William 
has so long laboured, although some of his 
warmest friends still assert, that the disease 
has not impaired his intellectual faculties, 
which, they say, are as bright as ever. As 
to that fact I cannot speak, but I pray God 
to keep me from such praise from my friends, 
because 1 did hope, in mercy to his weak- 
nesses, that in early years the good Sir Wil- 
liam did possess more vigour of mind and 
body than be at present retains. How is it, 
I may be asked, that he has still such in- 
fluence over the Council ; is it that intrigue 
is a- part of the disease under which he 
labours? or that eternal fidgetty do-nothing, 
that every man feels when the gulf of 
death yawns before him ? Or is it that re- 
spect for senility which the members of the 
College were called on to exereise at the Hun* 


terian orations delivered two or three years 
ago ? It is one, His all ; such an exhibition 
as the latter would not he permitted in. any 
scientific institution throughout the civilized 
world ! because the cqUefgttfs >of iSifctW 
mau would have boldly and 
interfered to prevent any fellow mss' I Dur - 
ing such a public exhibition of. tike, denari 
dence of his powers l But tbep#ouUa*,ceii- 
stitution of the council is innpifaL tmoet 
especially, to independence 1 for 
members of the council ate sspiwt* fofutiiftj 
honour, and, more important still, UtefeUMtlfe. 
ments, of the examiners ; to this gosh they 
cannot arrive but by courting and flattering, 
therefore any canvass that is refused bjft °b® 
of the council to an examiner, is 
be forgotten, when said councillor aegises* 
to become a member of the .courts ex- 
aminers. Thus sycophancy and subset* 
viency to what has long been considered. the 
head, the old man of the college, are. sa-i 
couraged. I put it to the profession At 
large, Is such a head, said to be 93, years’ , 
old, fit to guide and direct the numferona* 
members, much less to advise the Itfgisla* 
ture, on all matters connected with : tbf*. 
health and preservation of his Majesty’s* 
liege subjects ? , ...r 

In my next letter I shall proceed to give, 
you a little information of the other members 
of the council individually. Indeed i their, 
neglect of duty as a body is moat apparent : 
— they were appointed to watch overthe in* 
teres ts of the public, and the profeaaioas 
how they have fulfilled this great and im« 
portant duty, may be seen in a thousands 
ways ; one in particular L recollect. Mr. 
Peel ordered a commission from the council 
of the College of Surgeons, to sit upon the 
state of Ilchester jail ; three of its members) 
went down, staid there three or four days, 
made their report, and accompanied it with 
a demand on the public purse of seem 
hundred and fifty guineas ! which Me. Peel,- 
1 believe, reluctantly was obliged to give an* 
order on the treasury for, to be paid out of 
the taxes of the people. If this tale iasot 
strictlj' true, Sir William Blizard esq tell, 
as he was one of that disinterested, virtuous 
triumvirate, who pocketed his full share, to 
the eternal disgrace of the profession gene- 
rally, and to the college in particular. 

Never was a more disgraceful act, in my 
opinion ; for, if those men did not deem it a 
part of their college duty, for which they 
receive five or six hundred a year, they 
should at least have looked to the corporate 
funds of the college, which amount to 
80,0001. rather than have demanded it from 
the treasury of an over- taxed people. 

I am, Sir, yours, &c. 

J. H. El mole. 

9, New Cavendish Street, 

Portland Place. 
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8 T. BARTHOLOMEW'S H08PITAL. 

* » '.I , . ' , ‘ > 

f ‘ •*?» AClCATlC'TET-A<NUt. 

* a no Hoe an, labourer, fUtat. f9, 

admitted into St.- LuWa Ward tender Mr. 
Vincent, on Saturday*, 85th September. The 
ttvmhmi phalanx of the index fipgvr of the 
right band ww severely lacerated; the in- 
teguments divided alonlg its outer side and 
atfcosd the artinalatkm § the bone fractured, 
and its ligamentous connexions extensively 
tern*. The aaiddle finger iff the right band 
waselso slightly injured . 1 - He staled, dial 
the injury bad occurred . that -lay, and re- 
sulted from the fingers having been caught 
in a windlass, at Which he W 6 s employed. 
Hie health, previous to the accident, was 
very good, and the several functions were 
regpbprly performed. 

Some diffetenee of opinion, we under- 
at**d, arose as to the propriety ‘of at enoe 
amputating $be i«jii*Od phalanx. This 
n^eaawre, however, was not proceeded with, 
as^ fbo ee*n*W* poultice was applied, I J*- 
dps this trpgtmcgst aappowitien ensued, and 

oftTu^ay morning* mi h SepteOibor, the 1 

wound discharged efcondsody* ,nnd- looked 
Wl. The boyrels wore at, tide rime rather 
tf?i# Upriagtbe day be oomplaiited «of 
Pfin from a % gumboil,” md difficulty of 
deglutition ; but this sifcngistanoo escaped 
particular notice jUU dli© svepingy When it 
bad becontp mmm 3 ako > internal 

feucej wer§ relaxed, stud rather tender to 
the touch* awl tb* back pf lus aedb wasstiffp 
uop^sy, out} i alightly awqUeii* -J'hesWter 
g Mm an Mmu fftrglc* gad rubbed. Ms 
neck with thf cpmmoa liniment* i 

29 # Rested badly* At seven a.m,* -Was 
suddaojy eeiaed with a violent tetanic spasm, 
ttft the fawns of b iaminc mid opistho- 
tonos After tbs oplism had continued etae 
tints, thp houss-sUtgoon* waa called, who 
directed r a drop of cw tea oil to be t epos ted 
every two hours, till.-ibe bowols should W 
relaxed, Froyj that time several spasms 
occurred, until- *M*v Vince**’* vi?it at half 
past twelve o’clock* The wound waa than 
found dry. pad* pile t the cooatcnsnce 
anxious j breathing oppsegavd'snd hu tried j 
the ngck and abdomen tendcMo tfcei touch; 
pulse quick aud rather fulU Croton oil had 
not operated.' Mr-* ■ Vincent ordered the 
patieut a warm bath, two, drops of prote&oil 
every second hour till dejections should be 

also, every second hour* The xcd precipi- 
tate be applie^totii^ vvpqnd, 

&). Eleven a.m. ^even drop*of.erioton 
oil token* awl twq common ipjectioap admi- 
nistered gt pltef*>tfS.p«riod 9 . Four doses of 
laudanum used* Bowels scantily moved by 
the croton oil > 4»jegtipaq returned a* flop* 
as given. Has slumbered at intervals since 


the’ second dose of laudanum. ' No tetanic 
spasnts through the night, but had one at 
seven a.hf., and another about tea l.u., but 
of lbs* severity than before. 

One, p.v. • No recurrence of spasm ; 
pulse ISO, full $ breathing hurried ; coughs 
much, with viscid expectoration. Com- 
plains of thirst, but experiences extreme 
difficulty in deglutition, and the fluids enter 
the larynx, -exciting great distress. The 
face is flushed , and the conjunetrvarinjetted ; 
the tongue dean, bat dry ; skin warm and 
moist ; less tenderness of abdomen ; but the 
neck still feds stiff, aud Ibe lower jaw can 
with difficulty be relaxed. The Sterne- 
mastoid musoles are prominent and rigid; 
he trembles much, and bis countenance is 
expressive of great anxiety. Croton oil and 
injections to bd repeated ss befere, and the 
same dose* of laudanum to be resumed if 
the spasms should recur, 

Two, r.M. Another episthotonie spasm 
has just take* place, which lasted three 
minutes, exhibiting the usual phenomena, 
but with dimuiishfea violence ; mental fuae« 
tions completely undisturbed. 

When we returned, at f our p.m„ be h*d 
just expired in a spasm, aTew minutes after 
leaving the warm bath. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 

, i ‘ • » i ‘ r' * w ' 

R1MSVH or IN BXOtVOSIl OF exn JUfAfc* 
i.; aquas* > 

Je*» Ataxest -.about fO years of age, a 
chimney-sweeper, admitted lath August,! 
under Mr. Lyau, with funyoae gfowtha asia«f 
iqg from the palate! plates of the superior 
maxillary, hopes., exteridiag down werde into 
the* month , 1 end upwards so as to AU almost . 
entirely the inferior meatus nasi : an excre* 
seance of the aiae of a marble occupied the - 
situation of the left lachrymal aan. An; 
exceedftngly fastid smell emanated from the- 
month- a*a anrda. He was mrdesed by Mm* 
Lynn to have tbg parte washed with warm* 
water, and the bowels wall and regularly , 
opened. The led gave this story of his dis* 
ease. A year ago, whilst at play»l>e reetived; 
a scratch of a flngar-noii in the septum of 
:tlio note ; die inner paetaef the noae swelled 
and tacame paiifeL apd that passaga ef air 
tlnrougb tire nasal meatus was much impeded. 
Whilst in. this state, he received a violent 
blow on the- ttosq -when in :'a oro^d. The 
painful eenseque^ces’ef this compeUed him 
to apply for relief to a paroohial inflrmaay^ 
whore many and various remedies were xa-. 
sotted to without efleet, and the disease 
gradually took its existing form. 

, Aug. 22. Mr. Lynn determined to nemovo; 
.the Anigous excrescence from thereof of the 
moath v ith a scalpel. The boy wa&fbr that 
purpose brought into the theatre, sad tta 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



TUMOUR.WMR.HANDEY.—YOUNG BATS. . 6S 


judgment pf the chirurgical officers required, i 
TJblik be jpg In the affirmative, Mr. Lypuj 
having depressed the updpr jaw to the ut» , 
most, introduced the scalpel with the left, 
hand lots the mouth, and opposing the 
index of the right hand as a 'fulcrum qh foe I 
other side of the tumour, cut towards its 
middle as close to the parent hone &e pogsi* j 
Me. The knife wps then changed to the 
right hand, and the other half of the tumour 
cut ja like manner. Two . of the superior 
incisor teeth were removed with the mass. 
Bo haemorrhage occurred. Mr* Lynp post- 
poned the excision of the other fungi until 
the effect of the present operation should he 
determined. On gutting into the tumour it 
was found to he cartilaginous in ita circum* 
ferenep, hut bpny }p its oentxe, befog a spp- 
einen pf true exostosis. An astringent 
lqtiqa was applied j, end the bowels wore 
kept open. 

Sep. 20- The petiept hat very mucluw- 
proved since the operation ; hie speech is 
more distincf ; his appetite and spirits good » 
and h® la . well diaphted to submit to foe 
femoral of the other foqgi, 

j ' , 

HOPIT AL BEAU J ON. 


POLYPOUS TUMOUR IN TUB UPPER PART OF 
* 1 ■ irMSi Phasyn*. ' 

A robust young man, if years of age, 
was admitted on the 96tb> of February lose, 
with the following, symptoms j the uvula 
WSf forcibly » * pqshed forwaidsmd down 
wards, apd tiftioff is «>p fry* epstuls; a 
round pplypgps tumour of the site of S wal- 
nut, of white celcrne, god apparently gve*t 
consistence* appeared behind it ; it was loose ■ 
and pendnloUsV its pedicle could wot be 
traced, but 'ft- .-seemed to be fixed fo the 
Iqwer poitioqoi' the septbm narium v the pa- 
tient comphuaed of difficulty of breathing, and 
during sleep W*S heard to shuts vqiy nuieb \ 
his voice WOio# a nasal kind, the passage 
Of the tiffi tbrough tha^ tight noattil Was 
much impeded, that through foe left was 
entirely* suspended.-* Ou bthe ?47thi M. 
Btandiw applied f • Bgsfore aeeoidfog to 
Pessuli't method} she change wbiehws* 
observed in tUe : coleus of thb tumour 
immediat^y after the Operation* evidently 
Shewed thus the jHitMeleoves well comprise# 
ip tbp ligathae. < 4th ef March (the 
ligptmre been- repeatedly tightened 

dutiog fow in terra!), 1 the |*j*yptwrwos do* 
Uchefoaud ibseWo op wifo% mail quantity 
of blood) the difficulty ‘•■ef h*sfoi**» the 
nasal sound ih the voice, etc., immediately 
disappeared, hut tlie patient complained of 
much-pain in the left ear, from which there 
was seme purulent discharge, A smell ab- 
scess was discovered to have formed at the 
posterior part of the pharynx ji't wssopened, 


but the pain ip the ear continued, and vsp 
for some days even accompstusd with so 
much febrile excitement as to require (he 
use of the lancet, A Urge abates* farmed 
at the left mastoid process* and being opened 
Op the 2(Uh of March, discharged a very 
large quantity ef pprulf nt matter : the dis-» 
charge from the ear had evidently been front 
the same source, for on examinetioj)r#c<mi» 
munication was found to exist betveeufojn 
abscess end the meatus exteippx From, 
this time the patient rapidly rcoorered, 
the wouhd healed up, etc,, sad towards 
the middle of April he waa 4i»cborg«d nrcM. 

— 1 wdv H i m n 1 a w a* * - 

If ANPEY V- HBNSW. 

costs o? run 

Sin.-^Aftetrthe apparogfly sititifed mu** 
ner m which aom® members of foe ptefoif 
sion seemed it first to notiod the gitfralyfc* 
tory Obtained by them through the infctm* 
mentality ef fhffr. Hamfoyi fo the case #f 
“ Handojr IV Hf» apw^ I did' heps that 
some men pf note would have corns* foiWWd’ 
and headed axubsotiptiou for the ftattpude df 
presenting that gentiemae, as n teas* of Aw 
obligation We owe hiss; with a piece of 
plate, hut foe foeling appears te htve fit*® ' 
but for 4 * Bine day*.” Like parry other| f 
ha?e been waiting for a Under* none appear* 
iog I have presumed, though butjjtilb 
kaoffp, to take the duty on my pelf, ( 1 
| know that Mr. Haqdey hns Jost. oWiOg 
to' the^ insolvency of the d^fopdeftt, Ihe 
wiiole of the deb4 snd costs, and that the 
latur amouHtud to upwatds of SeVettty 
pounds. This is> » loss tliaf I "folrrk the 
pittfresion is caHed og to share*, and hare With 
forward a sonsveigh to proto the sitreatityof 
n>y feeling, trusting others may he fodaceff 
tofoHowfoe esampfo. Should tiro liberality 
of tlm profession get together a subscription 
beyond the agtopaa of t!m cnsta» sad I Cdnnot 
dmfot bat it wiH do Sp, J should suggest 
that thg surploe he ltid«u| fo a piece of 
plate to be pie septed fo Mr. Hgadey. 

Ygun readigeas to Stickle fqr foe rights* 
wif foe general pructitioHstt, Waders, I trust, 
any apology unnecessary for troubling yoti 
tp receive foo sifoaorrptions. 

1 J‘ am Sir, As. 

Henry EbwaUbS* 
Oakham, 50fo August, ieSCh 1 1 

■ \ i 1 1 1 *! » | J > ». ! i *WTTWTffWT 

I vouvh B4V OLUR* 

A m EFT) no of stittte misertfole feting Bats 
took place on Ttietdgv last, atf 3 R.’ta., at the 
London Hospital. Thtfr movemeirt$/!lke 
themselves, were very foehle apd irregular; 
ye haye an eyp itppn ih6fo ; it is a pity foe 
poor little creatures hove not sense enough 
to know who are their Best friends. 
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SC HOOLSv— CORRESPO NDENTS .—BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Experimental Philosophy . — Although 
every branch of science has now been ex- 
tensively investigated, and generally ex- 
tended to the Medical profession and the 

S ublic through the medium of lectures, 
either the Mechanics nor the Hydrostatics 
of the animal frame have yet received any 
distinct degree of notice in this way. The 
deficiency is now, however, on the point of 
being supplied by Mr. Barry, whose lectures 
on Chemistry ore delivered at Guy’s Hos- 

S ital. The same gentleman has also intro- 
uced a separate lecture on Electro-chemis- 
try and another on Volcanoes ; the former 
intended to familiarize the student with the 
nature and extent of electrical agency in the 
production of chemical decomposition ; — the 
latter to elucidate the geological theories of 
Hutton, Werner, and Cordier, and the elec- 
tro-chemical theory of Sir H. Davy on the 
seme subject. The lectures will be illus- 
trated by a very extensive apparatus, and 
the fee is low, 

MEDICAL TUITION. 

Examinations at the Halt, fyc. — Mr. 
Knox, No. 26, St. Thomas’s Street East, 
Borough, and No. 1, Well Yard, Little 
Britain, near St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, 
prepares gentlemen for public examination 
at the Apothecaries Hall, and other Medical 
Boards, by a methodical course of instruc- 
tion and examination. Terms, including as- 
sistance in Latin, perpetual, 51, 5s . ; three 
months, 31. 3s, Complete tuition in Medi- 
cal Latin. Terms, first quarter, 31. 3s . ; se- 
cond and each after, 2/. ts. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications have been received 
from Dr. Moreton — Mr. Allen — Mr. Mal- 
lows — Mr. Houston — Mr. Green — An Ad- 
mirer, with the King’s Bench Observer — 
Dr. J.—W.— Edger— Zeta-Mr. W. Dob- 
son — Condidus— Mr. James Waller— Mr. C. 
Smith — Mr. Wm. Travers Cox — An Apothe- 
cary’s Apprentice — F. W. — M. H. — Veri- 
tas— Mr. Richard Edwards — Mr. J. B. C. 
Fletcher — An Assistant — J. F. C. — Mr. W. 
Blennerbasset Fairman — Mr. Dewburst — 
An Enemy to Quackery— Mr; George Rees 
— Mr. J. Curtis — Dr. Theekston. 

L. X. A. The frequent application of 
cold water. 

The state mentioned by A Subscriber is 
not at all uncommon. 

An Admirer, Yes, most decidedly ; and 
a chemist can recover in a couit of law 
for medicines actually sold. 

Z. The brethren have only to assert their 

rights, and the paltry little creature of brief 

authority, will sink into nothing before the 
arm of justice. 


The letter of A Sincere Graingerite 
would injure rather than benefit the school. 

The pupils who enter to St. Thomas’s 
Hospital, are entitled to see the practice at 
Guy’s. The two hospitals are not at a dis- 
tance of one hundred yards from each other. 

A Pupil, The Apothecaries’ Act came into 
operation on the 1st of August, 1815. 

An Apprentice. It is the duty of a master 
to conduct himself towards his apprentice in 
the same way after his indentures are 
signed, as he did before that period. The 
law will give relief to the injured party 
when there is any deviation from that 
course. 

We wish to hear from Humanitas. 

Private notes will.be addressed to several 
of our Correspondents, and many of the 
above communications will be inserted next 
week. 

Will a pupil who favoured Mr. with 

an account of the meeting that was held at 
the London Hospital on Tuesday last, favour 
ns with his name and address confidentially. 
His compliance will be esteemed a favour. 

We have yielded to *s request and in- 

serted the paper, but we cannot publish any 
others of a similar description. We must 
say that it has neither point nor argument. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 

Practical Observations on LeucOrrhoea, 
Fluor Albus, or “ Weakness,” with Cases 
illustrative of a New Mode of Treatment. 
By George Jewell, M.R.C.S., &c. London, 
Wilson, 1830. 8vo. pp. 108. 

Two Memoirs on the successful Inhalation 

of Diluted Chlorine in the early stages of 

Pulmonary Consumption, &c., with Cases. 
Translated from the French of M. Gunnel, 
by W. H. Potter, M.R.S. London, Callow 
and Wilson, 1830. 8vo. pp. 93. 

A Treatise on the Venereal Diseases of 
the Eye. By William Lawrence, F.R.S. &c. 
London, Wilson, 1830. 8vo. pp»337. 
Trait6 Pratique sur les Maladies des Yeux* 

ou Lemons donnees a I’lnfirmerie Opthal- 

mique de Londres en 1825 et 1826 sur les 
Yeux. Par le Docteur W^Lawrence. Tra- 
duit de 1’ Anglais avec des Notes, et suivi 
d’un precis de l’Anatomie Pathologique de 
l’(Eil. Par le Docteur C. Billard (D’An- 
gera), &c. Paris, Bailliere, 1830. 12mo. 
pp. 499. Translated from Tub Lancet. 

Practical Remarks on the Nature and Ef- 
fects of the Expressed Oil of the Croton 
Tigliuna, with Cases illustrative of its Ef- 
ficacy in the Cure of various Diseases. By 
M. J. Short, M.D. London, Longman, 
1830. pp. 63. 
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'IMPROVED MODS OF OFlfJjptTING 
is 

By George Walker, M.R.C.S. I 
■ ■ 

About six years ago I operated for the | 
stone upon a boy two and a half years of 
age (in the presence of several medical gen- 
tlemen of this neighbourhood); upon this 
occasion I used a beaked knife instead of 
the gorget (otherwise the operation was 
conducted after the usual manner) ; after 
the incisions were made into the bladder, 
the forceps were introduced and search 
made for me stbrfTWlth them, but not being 
able to find it, after two or three seconds I 
withdrew them and introduced my fore- 
finger, when upon curving it and turning it 
up towards the pubes, I immediately felt 
the stone at the front and upper part of the 
bladder, when I introduced the forceps and 
extracted it ; upon examining the stone, a 
small filament was found attached to it, by 
which I make no doubt it was suspended from 
that part of the bladder before described ; 
although, upon this occasion, I was success- 
ful, I resolved that when again called upon 
to perform lithotomy, I would avoid, 1st, the 
use of the beaked knife, which, after it was 
introduced into the groove of the staff, 1 
found inconvenient in determining the exact 
extent of the incision I wished to make ; 
and, secondly, although I had made a mode- 
rate-sized opening into the bladder, I found 
it most advisable to withdraw my finger be- 
fore I passed the forceps again, rather than 
run any risk of lacerating' the wound 'by 
passing them (the usual lithotomy forceps) 
along my firiger as I had originally pur- 
posed. I therefore, preparatory to two 
operations which I performed on the 2nd 
tilt., had forceps constructed resembling 
very much in site and curvature the com- 
mon polypus forceps ; but in the union of 
the blades, action of the joint, hollowing 
out and roughness of the jaws, in every re- 
spect the same as the lithotomy forceps* 

I operated upon these boys, the one being 

No. 371. ' 


four the other eight years of age, iu the 
presence of my friend Dr. Warden, surgeon 
to this dockyard, and several other pro- 
fessional gentlemen of this place in the fol- 
lowing manner : — after the usual incisions 
into the groove of the staff with the scalpel, 
I continued the incisions with the same in- 
strument under the guidance and guardian- 
ship of the fore-finge^ of my left hand, 
through the prostate gland, Ac*, until it 
(my finger) passed readily into the bladder, 
when 1 desired the staff to be withdrawn, 
and my finger came instantly into contact 
with the stone ; I then passed the forc^pa 
(before described) along my finger* apd 
grasping the stone. as soon as they were in- 
troduced, I extracted it without any delay ; 

I the operation was conducted after this man- 
( ner in both oases. . The boys both rapidly 
I recovered. What I infer then is, that in- 
stead of feeling (ineffectually) with the for- 
ceps as I did in the first case, and as t is 
usually recommended, 1 had a, very superior 
advantage by passing my finger through the 
wound immediately after the knife, and by 
feeling the stone therewith, was enabled to 
pass the forceps and grasp it ,at once, with- 
out any delay or . difficulty whatever. The 
ibrcept I have had made give- the advantage 
by thteir curvature of being readily passed 
over the finger upon the stone,, let it , be 
fennd in. whatever situation it may, and by 
their smallness are easily so conveyed with- 
out fear of. laceration, and are , equally, as 
strong as the common forceps* 

Sheerness, 1830. 


INSTRUMENT 

FOR nrvmtNO THE CORtfEA 11* ■ 

EXTRACTING CATARACTS. 

Permit me, through tlie medium ol^ Tmi 
Lancet, to publish the plan of a new me- 
chanical contrivance for making the incision 
in extraction of cataract. The number of 
instruments which for this purpose have 
been from time to time devised oa the Con- 
tinent, where the subject receives more at- 
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MR. THOMPSON ON DISEASE OF THE HEART. 


tention than it does here, sufficiently proves, 
that to obviate the difficulties of the ordi- 
nary method is yet a desideratum, and ren- 
der it unnecessary to insist here on the fact, 
that long practice only can confer the ad- 
dress requisite for guiding the knife with 
safety, by the ordinary process, through the 
delicate structure of the eye. 

If by the means 1 nm about to propose, 
security and facility be attainable without an 
experience injurious in its first essays, sur- 
gery will be much indebted to mechanics, 
and an operation, now confined to a few 
who have gone through a tedious probation, 
will be placed within the reach of any one 
who gives but ordinary attention to the sub- 
ject. 

Description of the Instrument, 

Fig. 1, front view. Fig. 2, back view. 

A . the blade, acting upon a centre at B, 
nnd impelled by a spring. C, a perforated 
plate, with bevelled edge, through which 
the cornea is to project. D (fig. 2), another 
perforated plate, with a larger aperture, 
and edge more bevelled, which rests upon 
the globe of the eye. E , a screw, by turn- 
ing which, the upper plate, together with 
the blade, is raised or depressed, as the ve- 
rting convexity of the cornea may require ; 
it is, however, seldom found necessary to 
fclter the elevation of the plate. 

In using the instrument, the blade is first 
to be Bet up by pressing it from the position 
Shown by the dotted lines to it* present po- 
sition, A . The operator then opening the 
lids with the left hand, places the instru- 
ment on the eye, having the forefinger ofthe 
tight hand on the button, and taking care | 
that tlm edge of the cornea corresponds with 
the circumference of the hole in the upper 
plate ; or, in other words, that the surface 
of the plate be brought to a level with the 
plane or the iris : this is accaihtely per- 
Formed by means of the screw. The instru- 
ment being thus adjusted, it is only neces- 
sary to keep it dose upon the eye, when, 
by pressing on the button (»,%. 2, with the 
fore-finger, the blade is liberated, and the 
spring carries the point through the cornea, 
making a section of half its base. This being 
done, the instrument should be removed, 
and extraction proceeded with in the usual 
manner. If, bwever, after the introduction 
of the capsule needle, it be necessary in 
ofdet to prdtrude the lens, to make slight 
pressure on the eye, it cannot be more 
equably and safely performed, than by the 
^application of the instrument. 

The advantages of this method of operat- 
ing, may be briefly enumerated as follows : 
The use of the instrument being of easy 
acquirement, and capable of steady and 
accurate adjustment, the important advan- 
tage of ait incision of proper size is ensured, 


the want of which is not infrequently a 
cause of failure. The smoothness of the 
incision is of consequence in facilitating 
uniou and preventing the cicatrix being, ns 
sometimes happens, a, great bar to vision. 
The rapidity with which the blade passes 
through the anterior chamber, does not allow 
1 time for the aqueous humour to escape be- 
fore flie incision is completed, and thus the 
most frequent cause of the iris being wounded 
is avoided ; the quickness of the motion 
also, by causing little or no pain, prevents 
the mischief which sometimes arises from 
the swerving of the patient. Another advan- 
tage .is, that while the eye is rendered im- 
movable, the distortion produced by the 
ordinary method of steadying with the finger 
is avoided, add th$ chance of giving exit to 
the vitreous humour, is thus diminished. 

In conclusion 1 have only to add a hope, 
that if the instrument* be adequate to the 
end proposed, it may not be sacrificed to a 
prejudice against mechanical contrivances, 
which, because they render skill unneces- 
sary, are thought unworthy of the skilful. 
Jf, on the contrary, there be solid objec- 
tions to its employment, I shall regret its fai- 
lure, only because there will still remain a 
| difficulty unobviated, and a source of evil to 
I the afflicted ud removed. I remain. Sir, 

| Your obedient humble servant, 

Thos. R. Williams, 
j 17, Norfolk Street, Sept, 1830. 

DISEASE or THE VALVES OP THE RIGHT 
S*BE OP 

, * THE llEART. 

Bjf William Thompson, Surgeon, 

If the editor should consider the follow- 
ing cose worthy a column in The Lancet, 
he will oblige me by its insertion. It appears 
to me important, as illustrating a rare occur- 
rence in pathology, viz. disease of the valves 
of the right side of the heart, a disease 
which, 1 believe, man^ experienced morbid 
anatomists have not had an opportunity of 
observing. 

The lady was forty-eight years of age ; 
'the principal symptoms which were ob- 
served, connected with the disease of the 
heart Were, orthopnoca, increased on the 
least exertion, occasional attacks of palpita- 
tion and faintness ; the heart's action more 
extended than natural, but tbe impulse not 
increased ; the pulse feeble and irregular. 
The patient gradually sank, and died ou the 
16th of last month. 

Oil examining tbe chest, about two pints 
of amber-coloured fluid were found in the 
, right cavity, but none in tbe left. Ybd 


Digitized by Google 




AMPUTATION AT THE KNEE— MONSTROSITY, 


$8 


right lung was almost universally bepatised, 
some parts presenting the appearance of 
what is called pulmonary apoplexy. It may 
be right to mention, that the patient had 
haemoptysis during the last few days of her 
existence. The left lung was perfectly 
healthy ; a small quantity of fluid was found 
in the pericardium ; the right auricle was of 
about double its natural size ; the right yen- 
trick also was dilated and somewhat thick- 
ened; the tricuspid valves were thickened 
and cartilaginous throughout , and the fora- 
men of communication between the right 
auricle and ventricle, would admit of the 
introduction of four fingers. The left auricle 
and ventricle were healthy, but the mitral 
valves were thickened, and the foramen of 
communication would admit with difficulty 
m full-sized thumb. The semilunar valves 
of the pulmonary artery and aorta, were per- 
fectly healthy, as likewise was the aorta. 

The patient was attended by Dr. Blundell, I 
who was also present, and assisted at, the 
post-mortem examination. 

Lambeth, Oct. 2nd, 1830. 


AMPUTATION OF THE LEO AT THE 
KNEE-JOINT* 

At the sitting of the Acad6mie des 
Sciences on the 13th of September, M. Vel- 
peau* of the Hdpital St Antoine, read a 
paper on the above operation, which, ac- 
cording to him, is not so dangerous as is 
generally believed, and ought even to be 
preferred to ordinary amputation, where 
the joint is healthy. He has himself per- 
formed it twice with complete success, once 
an January, 1830, on a young man affected 
with necrosis of the tibia, part of which it 
was M. Velpeau’s intention to remove, when 
be found, after having made a transverse 
incision, that the bone was throughout dis- 
eased, so that it was necessary either to 
perform the amputation of the thigh, or the 
exarticulation of the leg ; he preferred the 
latter, as, in fact, a part of it was already 
performed by the transverse incision. The 
operation did not afford any- thing of inte- 
rest ; the wound speedily healed, and the 
patient was quite well after eight weeks. 
The second case was that of a robust man, 29 
years of age, with fracture of the left leg : 
when he was brought into the hospital, 
twenty-four hours after the accident, con- 
siderable haemorrhage had taken place, and 
almost the whole of the limb was covered 
with ecchymosis ; the fracture appeared, 
however, simple, and there was but a small 
wound at the inner ancle, and scarcely any 
swelling. The limb was carefully dressed, 
and a favourable result of the case was anti- 
cipated, when, on the following night, the 
patient was suddenly seized with furious 


delirium, the cause of which could not be 
ascertained until the fifth day, when it was 
discovered that mortification began to take 
place, and three incisions having been made 
over the fracture, the tibia was found to be 
minutely' fractured, and its fragments sur- 
roundea by a gelatinous mass of very offen- 
sive ‘smell. Profuse suppuration of an un- 
healthy kind ensued, accompanied by ex- 
cruciating pain and hectic fever, so that the 
removal of the limb did not admit of any 
longer delay. The success of the above 
case determined M. Velpeau to perform the 
exarticulation of the leg at the knee-joint, 
as amputation below it was inadmissible. 
The operation took- place on the 4th of June, 
and the patient was perfectly cured on the 
sixtieth day. The third case which had 
come under M. Velpeau’s observation, was 
that of a young man whom he happened to 
examine at the Bureau Central, and who in 
his twelfth year had undergone the opera- 
tion at the H6pital des Enfans, on account 
of gangrene. From these instances, and 
others related by medical writers, M. Vel- 
peau concludes, that exarticulation of the 
leg ought not to be entirely excluded from 
the index of surgical operations, as it has 
hitherto been done by most modern writers 
on surgery* 


8INOTJLAR CASE OF MONSTROSITY* 

At the sitting of the Acad4mie Roy ale de 
M6decine on the 2nd of March, M. Olivier, 
of Angers, reported the following case of 
congenital monstrosity: — The appearance 
of the eye-lids was very striking, they 
were closed, and instead of being prominent, 
were flattened, and their edges adherent* 
They were accordingly divided, but when M. 
Olivier raised the eyelids to examine the 
eyes, he was astonished to find, that in their 
stead there was only a mass of adipose cel- 
lular tissue, with some reddish fibres. The 
child moves the eyelids, and there is a slight 
discharge of whitish fluid from between 
tbem; it is in other respects well formed, 
and had at the time of the report attained 
its fifth month. 

On the 30th of March, M. Luzardi com- 
municated to the Academy the description of 
two cases similar to that observed by M. 
Olivier. In one of them both eyes were 
wanting, and their places were not even 
filled with cellular tissue : the eyelids were 
not adherent. In the other case the child 
had been bom with closed eyelids, and was 
two months old when the adhesions were 
divided. The left eye was completely 
wanting, the right not deformed, but very 
small, atrophic, and affected with membran- 
ous cataract — Bullet . d. Sc, Med, 
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REMOVAL OP A TUMOUR ON THE TONGUE 
BY THE LIGATURE. 

A peasant girl, in the neighbourhood of 
Wilna, had. from her birth, a small bluish 
tumour on the right edge of the tongue near 
its root. It was of the size of a bean,- but 
gradually became larger, and at her seventh 
year had attained the size of a plum ; from 
this time it remained stationary till her 
fourteenth year, when it suddenly became 
much larger and very painful, so as almost 
to impede swallowing and speaking. On 
the first appearance of the menses, its 
growth seemed again to be arrested, and the 
pain in it was considerably relieved by a 
profuse haemorrhage from a slight laceration 
of the tumour by the teeth in eating. In 
1828, when the girl had attained her six- 
teenth year, the growth of the tumour in- 
creased so rapidly, that she was in dan- 
ger of being suffocated whenever she at- 
tempted to lie down. At this period she 
first applied to Professor Galengowsky, 
of Wilna ; the tumour began at about 
eight lines from the tip of the tongue, and 
extended as far as the root ; it filled almost 
the whole of the mouth, leaving only an 
interval of three lines to the roof of the 
palate ; it was flattened anteriorly ; behind, 
its form was entirely adapted to the cavity 
of the mouth. It was of blue colour, soft, 
and somewhat elastic, but without percepti- 
ble pulsation; mastication and swallowing 
were almost impossible ; articulation was 
less impeded, though she spoke like a per- 
son who has something in his mouth. Pro- 
fessor Galengowsky decided upon extir- 
pating the tumour, and with that intention 
passed a thread through the posterior part 
of the tongue, in order to fix it in the neces- 
sary position ; the puncture caused, how- 
ever, such a violent haemorrhage, as to in- 
duce the operator to give up all hopes of 
removing the tumour by the knife, and he 
accordingly resolved to apply a ligature. 
A strong double silk thread was passed 
through the healthy part of the tongue from 
one side to the other ; the ligatures were 
then separated, and the tumour comprised 
between, them ; the tongue immediately 
became of a livid colour ; the patient com- 
plained of a violent shooting pain in the 
pharynx, lower jaw, and the right temple; 
a slight haemorrhage ensued after the ope- 
ration ; when it had ceased, and the tumour 
was again examined, it was found that a 
small portion of it had not been comprised 
in the ligature, and it was accordingly ne- 
cessary to apply a third. After the opera- 
tion the tumour was covered with ice, and 
the cheeks were kept cool with an evapo- 
rating lotion. After a few hours the pain 
subsided, the tumour became larger, and 
a new haemorrhage supervened; the liga- 
tures were accordingly tied more firmly. 
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On the second dsy, the right side of the 
face became violently inflamed, so as to 
require the repeated application of leeches, 
but the tumonr of the tongue was quite 
insensible, and being much less tense than 
on the previous day the ligatures were 
again drawn more tight. This was repeated 
every other day ; on the eighth the tumour 
spontaneously came off in a state of putre« 
faction. The wound was repeatedly washed 
with solution of the chloruret of Hme, which 
bad such a good effect that it soon became 
of a healthy appearance, and was completely 
cicatrised within three weeks. It was, 
however, in June, found necessary to apply 
the actual cautery to a small portion of the 
tumour, which bad not been comprised in 
the ligature. At the beginning of July, she 
was quite well ; the only trace which the 
tumour had left was a small depression on 
the right edge of tbe tongue; the patient 
bad however, some difficulty in moving it, 
and was unable to pronounce A , /, t, g, 
and v. 

On examination of tbe tumour, it was 
found to contain a nucleus formed by con- 
centric strata of horny structure, the centre 
of which was occupied by a drop of s limpid 
water- like liquid. — Graefeu. Wcdther Jour, 
d, Ch. u* Augenheilh, 


DEATH OF MR. HUSKISSON. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— Tbe newspapers have already, no 
doubt, made you acquainted with most, if 
not all, of the particulars connected with the 
accident and death of Mr. Huskisson. Many 
are now speculating upon tbe surgical treat- 
ment of this case, and the general opinion of 
the faculty here, so far as I have been able 
to ascertain it, is, that it was unscientific, 
inefficient, and imbecile. Indeed there is 
some foundation for believing, that had am- 
putation of the limb been early undertaken, 
tbe life of this great statesman might have 
been saved. A writer in The North Briton of 
Wednesday last, thinks that a navy surgeon, 
had he been on the field at the time, would 
not have suffered the opportunity of operat- 
ing to escape, and this was the man most 
likely, he concludes, to have effected what 
was omitted, and what, in all probability, 
would have ensured the safety of the patient. 
Another writer, in The Liverpool Album of 
this day, exclaims, " Why was not the ope- 
ration of amputation instantly performed 1 ” 
He sarcastically alludes to the invention and 
skill of the “ Great Oldfield Lane Doctor;” 
in contradistinction, and by way of compa- 
rison, with the men and measures concerned 
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!b ifaik a fair. Many of tb£ remarks of this 
anonymous frriter, who is evidently a me- 
dical man, are feasible and conclusive, but 
he indulges in a rein of satire and sportive- 
ness which might bespeak, according to the 
estimation of some, no suitable feeling of 
the heart, while they do not heighten the 
interest among those who may read with a 
view to obtain information. An army, or 
a navy sutgeon, might have saved the life 
of Mr. Huskisson, and so might any other 
Burgeon, whose head and hands knew how 
and when to do their duty. However, I am 
decidedly of opinion, that had prompt and 
energetic measures been undertaken, the 
patient would have, in a great degree, been 
spared the torture of those «spasms and 
twitchiags of the muscles and tendons, 
which are reported to have been so severe, i 
and wbieir proceeded from the lost of blood, I 
and not, a a hat baen stated, from the torn 
and mangled state of the nervea and other 
soft parts. Amputation, therefore^ might 
have rescued the victim. 

Mr* Hnskisaon bled profusely for a length 
of time, and until his clothes and all about 
him were literally drenched in blood ; and 
although the great blood-vessels of the limb 
were eniitely denuded and exposed, I am 
informed no means beyond placing a hand- 
kerchief round the leg were taken to stop 
the flow of blood } surely the haemorrhage 
might have been instantly arrested by se- 
curing those vessels ; or, if this could not 
have bedn done (d circumstance ndt Very 
likely), I should have immediately decided, 
as the only alternative left, upon removing 
the extremity with the knife ; this would 
have been following the directions and 
practice of (he most eminent surgeons of the 
day, and if it had failed of success, the ex- 
pediency and exigencies of the case justify- 
ing the measure, there cou|d be no blame 
attached to any party. 

Nothing is more easy that) to get up whys 
and wherefores, and to call in question the 
theory and practice of any man ; and of atl 
the arts and sciences, the art and Acieuce of 
healing, as they have been taught and fol- 
lowed in every age, have beep, and are, 
perhaps, the least tamed for any thing fixed 
and unalterable in their economy. But then 
this does not arise from the constitution of 
medicine, which in itself maintains facts 
and laws, as effective and unchangeable, asi 
ajre to be found in any other business or 
pursuit of life. After alt, therefore, it might 
be urged in defence of the mode of proce- 
dure by the medical men in attendance upon 
this case, tbrit they had the advantage of 
seeing it, and, consequently, it may reason- 
ably be supposed they were in a situation 
the best qualified to judge and apt correctly. 

Notwithstanding, it is my conviction, as 
I have stilted elsewbefe, that those same 


medical men might, and should T have dons 
more iu this affair than they did. 

Your well-wisher, 

And vefy obedient servant, 

Thos. W*atUehill, M.D. 

Liverpool, Sept. 27, 1830. 

P.S. Might not a medical coroner have 
been of use at the inquest upon the body of 
Mr. Huskisson 1 The jury brought in a 
verdict of “ Accidental death.” 

Your late struggle for the vacant office of 
Coroner for Middlesex demands my most qn- 
feigned admiration and applause, and in thi9 
T am joined by the voice of a large body of 
the profession in Liverpool. Like Othello, 
the lawyers may now exclaim* — That their 
occupation, in this respect, is gone. 


SOCIETY OF “GENERAL PRACTI- 
TIONERS” 

To the u General Practitioners ** Of the 
Vnited Kingdom. 

Brother Practitioners, — ft IS a satis- 
faction to nie, and it ought to be a satisfac- 
tion to you, that we have a channel always 
open for disseminating our communications 
extensively among the members of the pro- 
fession ; and I gladly avail myself of it, by 
addressing this letter to you, in the certain 
expectation of its meeting your eyes in the 
pages of The Lancet. Every general 
practitioner who has read that journal from 
its commencement, as I have done, ooght 
to know that it iA his proved friend, the 
advocate of his rights, the supporter of hiA 
reputation, the champion of his battles ; and 
he who does not feel this, is either an igno- 
rant blockhead, or an ungrateful knave, t 
have been, sometimes, rebuked for my ad- 
herence to this publication, on account Of its 
'• naughtiness I inquire how it has 
offended, and I am told that it calls “ nick- 
names” and abuses persons unceremon- 
iously l I must tell these squeamish friends 
i who are so dainty in picking up truth, that 
a nickname ipust appropriate to the cha- 
racter before it will attach to the person ; 

: and, if applicable, the individual 1ms but to 
blame nature or fortune for the conse- 
quences. To call the Duke of Wellington 
a “ little cock-sparrow,” would be senseless, 
While auother mau might be cut down by the 
I sarcasm to the proper measure of his insig- 
I nificance. Our doughty Editor knows the 
| power of ridicule, aud wisely prefers its 
I application to those persons upon whom 
I reason and argument would be thrown away, 

I The Lancet offends by the plainness of its 
i speech, does it 1 What ! ye silver-tongued 
hypocrites, who frost poison with sugar, and 
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robe yoor m&tig?4y in tbe silken drapery of 
ambiguous courtesy, does science bold iu 
court in a language framed to conceal tbe 
thoughts ; or dee%. honesty teach our man- 
ners to “ smile, and smile, and smile, and 
murder while they smile ? ** The Lancet 
attacks fiercely, but it bites without vdnom. 

Brother Practitioners, tbe subject that I 
bay® to mention to you is the new associa- 
tion denominated tbe “ Metropolitan Society 
of General Practitioners.” 1 have read oyer 
its address with great attention, and 1 con- 
fess that its views and promises merit deeply 
our regard. I am desirous of knowing what 
tbe profession thinks of tbe soheme, and 
how it is inclined towards the undertaking. 
After making tbe above remarks upon the 
conduct of The Lancbt, it will be inferred 
that the Editor’s strictures upon the address, 
published last week, will dispose me favour- 
ably to the Society ; I admit that it did so 
influence me, for after I bad read the articles 
I went to the Society’s chambers for further 
particulars. Tbe porter only, wss in attend- 
ance, from whom I could learn but little ; I 
could not even obtain a copy of the laws, 
every one of which, the man informed me, 
had been issued ; this, I will take leave to 
remind tbe Committee, is bad management. 
The rooms seem convenient and comfortable 
for aipping coffee, and social chat, but are 
certainly not sufficiently commodious for 
large meetings. 1 am given to understand 
that the address is the production of one of 
the officers of tbe Society, . and I, therefore, 
for vour information and my own, request 
of this gentleman some explanations that 1 
think we all require.* 

1. Who are the gentlemen at the head of 
affairs? 

2. Is it intended to legalise the Society by 
procuring a charter ? 

3. What plan is formed for prosecuting 
die views held out in the address ? 

4. Are tbe places of trust and office open 
to tbe whole body of the Society ? 

5. Are tbe acts of the Commit|pe or 
Council cognizable to tbe members gene- 
rally, and is that body responsible to, and 
elected by, tbe Society at large ? 

6. Is tbe Society to have a veto in the 

construction of laws, and in the application 
of its funds ? | 

7. In the event of the formation of a com-! 
plete club *ht>nse system, will the whole of 
tbe members be called on to support it by 
additional subscriptions ? 

These are questions, Brother Practi- 
tioners, which it is necessary should be 

* Mr. Scott of Regent Street, is, we understand, 
the author of that eloquent and comprehensive paper. 
This gentleman has evinced so much liberality and 
spirit in ail the matters connected with the Society, 
that he will, We are persuaded, feel satisfaction in 
replying fully to tho whole of the questions ef our 
ioteUigeat cerfespqodpnt— £o. L. i 


H 

auswered; if the replies be satisfactory, I 
think it is iucumbeut ou us to giro pur sup- 
port to tbe plan, and I shall immediately 
propose to become a member of tbe Society. 
But before I close my letter, allow me to 
intreat tbe Committee to give attention to 
any suggestions offered by our friend The 
Lancet, and to be assured that whatever 
opinions proceed from that quarter, arise 
from a knowledge of tbe wants and wishes 
of tbe profession, and are prompted by s, 
sincere desire to promote tbe prosperity arid 
respectability of the general practitioner, 

1 subscribe myself. Gentlemen, 

Y our friend and servant, 

A Surgeon, 

London, October 4, 1850. 

I am glad to observe symptoms of retrnm* 
ing courtesy between Dr. Johnson and Mr* 
Wakley ; an adjustment of all differ eaten 
would do credit to their good feelings, asd 
benefit tbe cause of those in whoso service 
they are engaged. 


“ passages from the diarv of a latr 

PHYSICIAN,*' 


Note to the Editor of Blackwood. 

“ Sir Christopher, — A letter under the 
title of “ Blackwood’s Magazine v. the Se-. 
crets of the Medical Profession,” appeared 
in The Lancet of tbe 28th August last— 
“ tbe most influential and popular organ,” it 
says, “ the profession possesses,” — ajiara- 
graph from which, I beg to extract, and call 
the attention of your numerous readers to it. 
I do this in justice to myself; because in tbe 
event of my name, insignificant perhaps as 
it is, happening to be disclosed, tbe said 
letter is calculated to work me much preju- 
dice with my professional brethren, and also 
with the public in general ; for I need not 
tell you. Sir Christopher, of the extensive- 
and miscellaneous circulation of the publi- 
cation alluded to. After some compliment- 
ary remarks, the writer proceeds— 

“ ‘ But I enter my protest, as a physician 
in some little practice, against tbe custom of . 
disclosing to the public the sacred secrets 
which are communicated to us in perfect 
confidence by our patients t and ought to be 
preserved inviolable. Tbe Kditorof Black- 
wood happily enough says, * What periodical 
has sunk a shaft into this rich mine of inci- 
dent and sentiment?’ True: the value 
has been, and is yet, I hope, to be proved, 
in the honour of our profession, and tbe de- 
j termination of its members to merit tbe oon-. 
fidance of their patients, by continuing, in 
the language of Junius, * the sole depositary 
of their secrets, which shall perish with, 
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them.’ If the writer of the paper in ques- 
tion, or the Editor of Blackwood, should see 
this letter, they are implored to consider its 
purport ; and thus prevent the public from 
viewing their medical attendants with du- 
trust, and withholding those confidential 
disclosures which are essential to the due 
performance of our professional duties. The 
very persons who would read such a series 
of articles as the * Passages from the Diary 
of a late Physician* promise to be, with in- 
tense interest, would he the first to act on 
the principle I have mentioned.* 

€( If I were not credibly assured, Sir Chris- 
topher, that this letter is the production of a 
distinguished member of the profession, I 
should have felt inclined to compress my 
commentary on it into one emphatic little 
word — humbug ! As it is, however, I beg 
to ask the writer who is so ready at starting 
the grave charge of a breach of professional 
confidence, what I do more, in publishing 
in your Magazine these papers of my late 
friend, with the most scrupulous conceal- 
ment of every-thing which could possibly 
lead to undue disclosures, than is constantly 
done in the pages of The Lancet itself, as 
well as all the other professional journals, 
text-books, and treatises, which almost in- 
variably append real initials , [I appeal to 
every medical man whether such is not the 
fact] and other indicia , to the most painful, 
and in many instances, revolting and offen- 
sive details V * — Blackwood? s Magazine, 
Oct . 1830. 


MB. LYNN AND MR. BLMORE. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

“ When thieves fall oat, somebody comes to his 
own. Proverbs. 

Sir,— Proverbs are not the most elegant 
vehicles of wisdom, but we ought not on 
that account to reject them ; by this mode 
Solomon and Sancho Panza gave us more 
practical truths, than we have derived from 
any other source since the deluge. Depre- 
cating your objections to these plebeian 
morsels of morality, let us see how far my 
motto will apply to the present question. 

For the Council of the College of Sur- 
geons I have the most profound contempt*; 
for their principles and proceedings I have 
an abhorrence even to loathing ; therefore I 
shall not be suspected of the infamy of at- 
tempting their defence or justification. Yet 
cannot help thinking that the disappointed 
candidates for seats in the council, are not 
entitled to the sympathy or support of their 
brethren the members. On what grounds 
do the rejected gentlemen found their 


claims to the honour to which they aspire, 
and to what uses would they apply the power 
when obtained 1 They demanded to become 
'Councillors on the ground that they were 
“pure surgeons ;** and doubtless, as coun- 
cillors would do nothing to expose the fallacy 
of their claims to distinction, they would do 
nothing to procure for the members at large 
equality of honours and emoluments ; they 
would not vote for the admission of those 
members who are general practitioners; 
they would not, on the exclusion of one of 
this much-injured body, resign their seats, 
rather than herd with men whose public 
acts are a reproach. Under these circum- 
stances, I cannot allow that the complain- 
ants deserve the countenance and assistance 
of their fellow members. 

From the “ pure surgeons** the council- 
lors are selected ; from the council are 
elected the examiners, and from the exa- 
miners is chosen the president ; the claims 
of the disappointed are founded on corrup- 
tion, and they ought not to be assisted by 
the independent. The point at issue re- 
minds me of Sir Robert Walpole’s defini- 
tion of a “certain kind of patriot.** This 
patriotic minister boasted he could make 
forty patriots in a night; his recipe was 
simple, and must be known to the council of 
the Royal College, “ Refuse a man a favour, 
and up starts a patriot.** 

Your faithful servant, 

Wm. Augustus Walford. 

Oct. 2nd, 1830. 


DBS. GORDON SMITH, RYAN, AND 
A. THOMSON. 

Note to Dr. Ryan. 

Dr. Gordon Smith presents his com- 
pliments to Dr. Ryan, and desires to inform 
him that he has seen the article in the Me- 
dical and Surgical Journal for this month, 
in reply to Dr. Smith’s defence of Dr. 
Thomson’s medico-legal document. It is 
Dr. Smith’s design to insert a few words on 
the subject in the forthcoming number of 
The Lancet; but in consequence of the 
unauthorised use which Dr. Ryan ha3 made 
of Dr. Smith’s private communications, the 
acquaintance between them necessarily ter- 
minates. 

Oct. 1, 1830. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Having forwarded the above to you, Mr. 
Editor, I may as well take public leave of 
Dr. Ryan, by adding the following explicit 
statements. Dr. Ryan certainly did join 
me in an application to the Court of Ex- 
aminers at Apothecaries* Hall, on the sub- 
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ject of enforcing the study' of forensic medi- I 
cine ; but the strictures on Thomson's report 
had not made their appearance when I ad- 
mitted Dr. Ryan to this co-operation. I 
have in my possession, however, satisfac- 
tory evidence that Dr. Ryan’s aid was 
neither required nor effective in the accom- j 
plishment of the important object. I should 
nevertheless have left him in possession of all 
the merit he might have supposed himself 
entitled to, had he not gone the length of 
saying, that he suggested great alterations 
in the letter (which were adopted by me of 
course). Now as that letter was neither 
private nor confidential, any person who 
may think an inspection both of tbe letter 
as it was sent, and of Dr. Ryan’s rejected 
emendations, worth the trouble, may see 
copies of the same, as they have existed 
since the 14th of August last. 

J. Gordon Smith. 

P.S. I have just looked at the copies in 
question, and find that the Doctor’s emenda- 
tions occupy nearly three columns in the 
MS. in his own hand-writing, the whole of 
which appears to be dashed out ; and 1 can 
assure you, that with the exception of very 
few words indeed, which 1 adopted from 
Dr. Ryan's version , merely because 1 had 
made a promise to that effect, the whole 
letter is my unassisted composition, as the 
idea of transmitting it was my own original 
conception. 


INQUEST AT THE WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 

[We publish the following letter precisely 
as it reached us.~Ed. L.] 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — Accidentally glanceing over one of 
your enteresting numbers (No. 367) I cast my 
eye on the proceedings of an inquest which 
contains very unjust strictures on my pro- 
fessional character. Not intending to ani - 1 
madvert on the opprobrious epithets used 
by an anonymous writer in The Lancet I 
shall only express my feelings as a medical 
man concerning the erroniously imputed 
charge of accompanying and co-operateing 
with a Mr. Mills pretender to medical 
science. Far is it from my intention to 
notice and exclaim against the ungentle- 
manly calumnies coined by some humorous 
correspondent and issued to a credulous 
public thro’ the keen and almost super- 
intelligent media of some periodicals ! — but 
my solitary wish is to state (with manly 
candour and open sincerity as a sincere 
well-wisher of the medical profession) that 
so far from associateing with the untutored 
imps of empericism or patronizing the 
ragged rabble of illiterate pretenders, 1 shall 


allways consider it an imperative dnty to 
destroy the fatal deacon of imposition and 
proclaim open warrfare against the pseudo- 
illustrious descendants of quacking ances- 
tery. In The Lancet it is affirmed that I 
am shielded by the aegis of my patron’s sur- 
gical reputation ; but I can assure tbe gene- 
rous reader that my professional tegia is in 
actual dissection in the proper rendezvous for 
surgical skill my moral aegis is the ( mens 
conscia recti ' whioh will uphold every ad- 
vocate for truth and scientific ‘ induction ’ 
altbo at the same time I am proud of the 
splendour which my able friend Mr. Lynn's 
professional acquirements spreads around 
the very humble name of 

Yours respectfully 

Willm.Ord. 
Broad Way 
Westminster. ' 

Sept. 29, 1830. 


NON-MEDICAL CORONER’S INQUESTS AT 
FORT8EA. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — Observing in the 369th No. of 
the Lancet, a letter signed “ Philander,” 
containing a statement relative to the ques- 
tion of non-medical coroners, whioh hap- 
pens to be very wide from the truth, I for- 
ward yon the following, convinced that 
truth alone can benefit any question. The 
discovery of Winney being murdered, 
chiefly arose from the suspicions of the sur- 
geon who gave evidence on the first inquest, 
and led to a second inquest. It was twenty- 
four hours after this discovery by the first 
surgeon and the others present, that the bo- 
rough Coroner, by direction of Ed. Carter, 
Esq., mayor, and tbe surgeon named in 
your Correspondent’s letter, bad the oppor- 
tunity of having a view of what was already 
discovered. One day before this, the first 
surgeqn and the others present bad found 
the head fractured, and more extensive in- 
| jury in the throat than had been at first sns- 
| pected ; but tbe vertebrae of the neck were 
not partially severed, as has been stated. 
It is very wide from the truth, that a small 
effusion of blood proved that life was almost 
destroyed by the blow on the head ; as there 
was an immense pool of blood found by tbe 
body, and the clothes also were bathed in 
blood. Your Correspondent has not been 
candid enough (probably from his ignorance 
of many material facts) to state, that before' 
any surgeon saw the body, it was conveyed' 
a distance of near a mile by water ; in being 
jostled about, tbe blood, yet fluid, of course 
stained many parts it would not otherwise 
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Jiave touched, and thus misled surgeon, 
coroner, and jury. 

The paragraph “ of the convicts’ reason- 
ing, that the man had not committed sui- 
cide, &c.” has its foundation only in your 
correspondent’s account: such never was 
the case, as a laboured investigation of four 
days could with the greatest difficulty lead 
to detection ; and this 1 do not hesitate to 
say would never have been known, had it 
not been for the medical evidence, as the 
testimony of the convicts went no further 
than to establish suicide , not murder* Of 
the other two cases I have no knowledge 
except from report, 

I remain your obedient servant, 

Veritas. 

Portia, Sept. $7tb, 1830. 


CORONER’S INQUEST at HAMPTON. 

Frances Clark, the wife of a labouring 
man residing in the parish of Hamptou 
Wick, was taken ra labour of her sixth child 
on Saturday the 25th of July last. Ann 
Ellam was in the house a few hours after 
tbe pains first catne on, and shortly after 
Mrs. Elliott, a laundress, and Mrs. Cbil- 
man, a midwife, were sent for. The labour 
being tedious, apd the midwife anxious, 
a surgeon of Teddingtpn was, after the lapse 
of some time, applied to, and on his de- 
clining to attend, Mr. Bowen, a surgeon of 
Hampton, was called in. A long period hav- 
ing elapsed from the commencement of the 
labour, and but little progress having been 
made, the husband and attendants wished 
Mr. Bowen to obtain further advice. The 
presence of another medical gentleman, 
however, was not to be bad without a re- 
quest by u note ” from the surgeon himself, 
and this note Mr. Bowen refused to give. 
Several hours after this suggestion, the pa- 
tient died undelivered , both arms of the 
foetus having been first removed. After the 
usual period the woman was buried, but ru- 
mours were spread highly unfavourable to 
the treatment adopted by Mr. Bowen, and a 
statement that a boot-hook had been used 
by that gentleman during the attempts at 
delivery, increased the feelings of preju- 
dice. Some inquiry was then entered into 
by the parish officers, but this only went to 
ascertain how far tbe surgeon of Teddington 
had been culpable in declining to attend ; 
and as it appeared that he was not in any 
way bound to comply with the request of 
the messenger, nothing further was done to 
elucidate the truth, until the proceedings 
were adopted in order to obtain tbe pre- 
sent inqiiest, tbe warrant for which was 
not issued, we understood, until after the 


coroner had bean threatened to bs served 
with a mandamus by Mr. Cuy, who acted 
as tbe solicitor for the husband of the de~ 
ceased. A jury, of which Mr. Everett the 
banker was foreman, accordingly assem- 
bled on Saturday morning last, October 2d, 
at the Bell Inn, Hampton. Great interest 
was excited by the proceeding, and between 
those who attended from curiosity, and those 
who were summoned as witnesses, almost 
every medical gentleman reaiding in tha 
neighbourhood was present. Mr. Wakley 
was also in attendance at the special request 
of some parties who were deeply interested 
in the inquiry. Objections were made to 
some of the jurymen by Mr. Guy, but 
these were over-ruled by the coroner. 

After the jury had been sworn, aome dread 
of examining a body which had been so long 
interred, was expressed by them, and Mr. 
Everett, the foreman, contended that there 
was no necessity for opening the coffin, and 
that the remains must be In such a state of 
putrefaction, that it would be impossible to 
collect any satisfactory evidence from them, 
the body having been buried nearly ten 
weeks. After some remark from tbe coro- 
ner, which we could not hear, Mr. Wakley 
said, that it surely was not necessary that lie 
should remind Mr. Stirling and the jury, 
that it could be no inquest at all if they 
omitted to take a view of the body. The 
coroner and jury accordingly proceeded to 
the church-yard, and the body Was taken 
from the coffin : moat of the jurymen speed- 
ily removed from the scene. The medical 
meu gathered round, and at the Suggestion 
of Mr. Wakley the body was opened. This 
operation was kindly performed by Mr. 
Mitchell, of Richmond. Tbe progress of 
decay had not been great, and the integu- 
ments . of the foetus, to the apparent asto- 
nishment of all persons present, were natu- 
ral in oolour and firm in texture. Upon 
opening the abdomen, the anterior part of 
the uterus appeared sound. On cutting 
through tbis viscus, and completely turning 
aside the uterus, the foetus was at once ex - 
posed to view. The body of tbe foetus was 
lying across tbe pelvis, the right side of the 
face resting upon the brim of the pelvis, tbe 
chin being nearly opposite the symphysis 
pubis, the head doubled considerably upon 
the chest ; the thorax muoh distorted by 
compression, and considerably sunk into the 
pelvis. On slightly turning the bead, there 
were seen somejagged portions of integument 
and broken musoular fibres, which proved to 
be the remains of the left shoulder-joint, 
the arm having been removed. The foetus 
was now raised, and it was found that the 
remains of the right shoulder-joint were low 
down in the vagina, a small strip of integu- 
ment even protruding at the os externum. 
The entire right upper extremity, together 
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with the scapula on that aide, bad been re- tor for the parish, against the inquisition, on 
moved. Immediately opposite to the axilla the ground that it was invidious, unneces- 
op the right side, the veitebrm were sepe- sary, unjustifiable, and expressly against 
rated and fractured, the ribs broken, and a the wish of the Curate and churchwardens, 
considerable aperture was made into the Many of the friends of Mr. Bowen also 
right cavity of the thorax, where some in- warmly deprecated the inquiry. The first 
strument, probably the boot-hook, appeared witness called was 

to have fteely passed. The spine appeared Ann Kllam, a widow residing on Hamp- 
to have been pulled with considerable force, ton Common, who occasionally assisted 
the apex of the angle thus produced, present- Frances Clark as a washerwoman, and was 
ipg to the os externum.. Upon looking at with her on Saturday the 25th of July last, 
the head, the cranium did not appear to he On that day Mrs. Clark, who was then in 
at all compressed, but was of the natural form good health, first felt the pains of labour, 
and size. On carefutly examining the scalp, Mrs. Elliott was there soon afte/, and on 
an aperture about the size, as stated by Mr. Sunday evening at six o’clock, witness Went 
Jewell, of the tip of the middle-finger, was for a midwife, Sarah Chilman, on whose 
observed upon the occiput, and there was a arrival Mrs. Clark retired to bed, where she 
fracture of the posterior inferior angle of the remained crying and screaming the whole 
right parietal bone, which was here broken night. Towards morning she, witness, in- 
into three or four portions. The scalp over quired of the midwife if the labour advanced 
this part was darker than in other situations, at all. The reply was, that it did not, and 
hut there was no wound in it; indeed, Mrs. Chilman added thSt if the delivery did 
the broken bones maintained their natural not take place before ten o'clock on Monday 
position, and there was no communication morning she must have afeme assistance, 
between the fracture and the small opening Mrs. Clark accbrdiogly wished for the 
in the scalp found upon the occiput, the attendance of a surgeon Bom Teddington, 
cellular membrane between the fracture for whom witness immediately went. She 
and aperture being found uninjured. The told him that Mrs. Clark had been in labour 
bone immediately under the hole in the scalp all Sunday tight, and that the case waa now 
was perfectly sound, and thus it Was evi- so difficult mat the midwife and friend# 
dent, from a careful external examination, wished him to visit her, but he refused to do 
that the head of the foetus had not been so. He said they owed him five pounds 
opened in the attempts to procure delivery, already, and might go to Hampton for i 
although it was alleged that craniotomy had doctor. The witness accordingly returned, 
been performed. As the external examina- and to save Frances Clark's feelings told 
tion had established it as a fact beyond all her that the surgeon was not at home. She 
dispute, that the brain had not been removed subsequently went to Hampton for Mr. 
by means of any surgical operation, much Bowen. Mr. Bowen promised to attend, 
surprise was depicted on the countenances and came at half-past ten on Monday morn** 
of many of the medical gentlemen, when, ing. Mrs. Elliott went into the room with 
upon separating the bones of the skull, the him. He remained there half an hour. Ou 
cranium was found to be not half occupied by leaving he stated to witness that 41 he had 
a tbiokish light-grey fluid matter, of about put every -thing fair and straight for the 
the consistence of cream. It was probably midwife, in case any-thing occurred.” He 
unknown to many of the gentlemen present, came again at nine in the evening (Mrs. 
or it had entirely escaped their recollection Elliott was not then present) , and inquired 
at the moment, that the foetus had been of witness for the instruments he had left in 
dead for very nearly ten weeks. The con- the morning, and of these he made use. He 
tents of the cranium, then, were in perfect inquired for Mrs. Elliott, saying, however, 
conformity with the appearances which are that Frances Clark was doing very well at 
known to present themselves after the lapse present ; that life should want her by and by- 
of so long, a time. The soft parts of the and would then send for her, giving them 
mother aid not appear to have been injured every hope that the labour was proceeding 
at all by instruments. properly. At ten that evening Mrs. Elliott 

Amongst the gentlemen who attended the came, and continued with Mrs. Clark until 
inquest. Dr. Hunter of Richmond, Mr. her death, which took place at about a quar- 
Jewell of Sack ville Street, and Mr. Neville, ter past ten on the following Tuesday 
were stated to have been invited on the morning in witness's presence. Mr. Bowen, 
part of Mr. Bowen. Mr. Bowen was not while with the deceased, requested to have 
himself present at first, but at the request a boot-hook lent to him, which implement 
of the coroner he was sent for to the jury- was procured at a neighbour’s. On further 
room. Sir Andrew Holliday had also been examination of this witness, the following 
summoned, hut he stated that he did not testimony was given. Frances Clark said, 
know why. Previous to viewing the body, between three and four o'clock on Monday 
a protest was made by Mr. Jackson, solid- morning, that she believed her child was 


Digitized by Google 



76 


INQUEST AT HAMPTON. 


dead. Fearing that all was not going on 
right, the deceased was asked by the wit- 
ness. in the presence of Mr. Bowen, if she 
would not like to have some other medical 
gentleman. The deceased replied urgently 
in the affirmative. Mr. Bowen said nothing 
to this, but on being referred to for his con- 
sent replied that die labour was going on 
perfectly right, and he did not seem to 
think any other advice necessary. The 
husband also made the same inquiry, and 
Mr. Bowen said the labour would soon be 
over. T^e wisb of the deceased was. how- 
ever, complied with by the friends, and Mr. 
George Taylor, surgeon, of Kingston, was 
sent for. While the messenger was gone 
Mr. Bowen had recourse to his instruments, 
and these he “ used with very great force ; 
the perspiration poured off him ; he put his 
back against the wall, and his feet against 
the bed, and pulled with a napkin with all 
bis force.” (It was observed by a medical 
gentleman in the inquest-room, that an 
accoucheur could hardly attend a difficult 
labour in the month of July without per- 
spiring freely.) “Something then gave 
way, the sound was like a bit of stick 
breaking and the witness saw a child's arm 

S uited off. Mr. Bowen gave a nod to 
Irs. Elliott, produced the arm from under 
the bed-clothes, and laid it on the floor.” 
After this the messenger who went for Mr. 
Taylor returned, and stated that Mr. Taylor 
declined coming unless Mr. Bowen sent a 
note requesting his attendance. This re- 
quest Mr. Bowen refused to make. He said 
tnat,M r » Taylor might come if he liked, but 
when he, Mr. Bowen, wanted skill, he 
would send for it. If they could find any 
one who could do more for Mrs. Clark than 
himself, they might send for that person, 
but he would give no note to any-body. 
Witness had had ten children, but never 
before knew of so difficult a labour. Frances 
Clark had bad several very fine children. 
Witness did not see more than one arm re- 
moved. To a question, — Did Mr. Bowen 
show any disinclination to attend at the 
first 1 — witness replied. No, none at all. 

Examined by Mr, Jewell, You said 
Mrs. Clark cried and screamed very much ; 
is not that very common with women in la- 
bour*? Yes ; but I uever heard so much. — 
Did Mr. Bowen say why he used a boot- 
hook? No. — Are you aware that an instru- 
ment very like a boot-hook is often used in 
midwifery, and that force is often necessary? 
Witness did not know. Some gentlemen 
present here adverted, in palliation, to the 
facts of the deceased having said that the 
foetus was a dead one, that a great many 
hours had elapsed before Mr. Bowen's pre- 
sence was procured ; that the statements of 
Mr. Bowen that Mrs. Clark was doing well, 
were justified by the practice of always 


encouraging parturient women; that Mrs,' 
Clark had had a fall a few days previous 
(no injury was complained of from this) ; 
and, finally, that it was not imperative on 
Mr. Bowen to send a note to Mr. Taylor. 

Marv Ann Elliott, a widow, residing 
on Hampton Common, was then called. Her 
testimony corroborated that of Ann Ellam. 
She saw Frances Clark first between five 
and sir on Sunday evening, and found her 
veryl ill. On Mr. Bowen's arrival in the 
morning, he made examination, and said 
“ the child was lodged at the hips,” turned 
it, and added “ that he had put it in a fair 
way for the world,” but that it was dead. 
She saw Mr. Bowen use the instruments on 
the Monday night. Of their nature she knew 
nothing. He was very much out of temper, 
because another medical gentleman was 
spoken of. Witness told him that it was of 
no use to say — Send for any one you like— - 
she knew of nobody that would come with- 
out a note ; there was a man waiting at the 
door, if he chose to send him to another 
doctor, or if he named any gentleman whom 
he wished to come, she would send for him. 
He said he would do no such thing. The 
friends then sent for Mr. Taylor, as the only 
one they could think of; and die reply of 
that gentleman was, that he would come 
instantly on receiving a note. Mr. Bowen 
continued to use his instruments until three 
o'clock on Tuesday morning, and then said 
he must go home and get some more from 
London. He returned in less than an hour 
and asked for the boot-hook, which he used, 
placing his feet against the bed, and pulling 
with violence. She heard “ a slushing noise*' 
when the hook was used. (The hoot-hook 
was shown, and compared with the blunt- 
book.) Witness saw him take off both of 
the arms ; one he pulled off, the other he 
cut away. The manner of Mr. Bowen was 
extremely cross and snappish, both to 
Frances Clark and herself. She had at- 
tended many labours before, but none like 
this. 

Sarah Chilman, the midwife, a widow, 
residing at Kingston, was next examined. ' 
She said she had practised thirty years, and 
assisted at the births of 4000 children. To 
questions— Since your experience has been 
so great, why did not you deliver the de- 
ceased? Because it was not my work ; a 
man was sent for, and then the business was 
taken out of my care. Have you ever de- 
livered Mrs. Clark before? Yes, several 
times. — Were the labours difficult? Al- 
ways ; two nights have sometimes passed. — • 
Why did you send fora doctor now? Be- 
cause it was not a fair labour, and I always 
send for a doctor in proper time, as his ad- 
vice is better than an old woman’s ; when 
Mr. Bowen came, he said Mrs. Clark would 
do very well, and there must be patience# 
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This, was when he attended in the morning. 
In th&- evening he still said there must be 
patience,, but witness thought not. She 
said nothing at first, for she was “ glad of 
somebody, to get her own neck out of the 
halter.” At last she spoke, and said that 
in these cases they always had another 
doctor, but Mr. Bowen said they did not 
want any more. Witness then mentioned 
Mr. Taylor to the deceased, who had 
“ helped her out once before.” Mr. Bowen 
said, that if Mr. Taylor came he would go 
out of the house. This was not a hand case ; 
it was what witness would call a face case. 
The face filled the cavity, and there was no 
room for an arm. The arm had not pro- 
truded when Mr. Bowen came. When the 
arm came off he had got a napkin round it, 
and was pulling very hard, and witness said 
“ the Lord a* mercy on us, what are we to 
do now ; we must have more assistance.” 
The pelvis was sufficiently large for any' 
child. ] 

Examined by Mr. Jewell . When were j 
you called to the case ? Between six and 
seven on Sunday night. The membranes 
gave way at eleven. Discovered that it 
was. a face presentation next morning at 
eight. The pains came on at periods of half 
an hour, and never bore down. Saw nothing 
whatever taken away but the arms. 

Here the evidence of the witnesses pre- j 
sent at the labqur closed, and — . 

Mr. George Jewell was examined. He 
is a surgeon and a teacher of midwifery, and 
was present at the examination of the body 
this morning, and had heard the evidence. 
As to the position of the child, he should j 
imagine that the only part which could have 
been felt was the cheek. It could hardly 
be called a face presentation, and he should 
say from the position of the body that the 
arm must have fallen down. As to the prac- 
tice of removing the arms under such cir- 
cumstances, he considered it to be perfectly 
justifiable. When the arm is presented in 
that manner it is not always usual to perfo- 
late the head, but sometimes it may be done 
with great advantage. The practice in 
general is to bring down the breech by an 
instrument of this kind (exhibiting the blunt 
hook), and if there be not one at hand, and 
the practitioner thought proper he might 
use a boot-hook in its place. From the 
spine being broken in the foetus in the pre- 
sent case, he should think that Mr. Bowen 
had used the boot-hook for that purpose. 
He (Mr. Jewell) would use it himself if the 
patient were sinking for want of an opera- 
tion of that kind. There did not appear to 
have been any injury done to the soft parts 
or the uterus, from the use of instruments. 
[To questions.] Is it your opinion that the 
medical man was, or was not to blame in 
the treatment he adopted 1*1 have stated 


Yr 

my opinion already.— In ease of the head 
being so impacted in the pelvis, that the 
hand could not be introduced, would it, as 
in this case, be proper to introduce the in- 
struments? — No answer. What wks the 
size of the hole in the scalp ? — Large enough 
to admit the point of the middle finger. Was 
it easy to extract the brain through that 
hole? — If the brain were broken down it 
could escape through a very small orifice. 
Is it usual to take off the arms ? — The child 
was unusually large. Could you discover 
from the state of the foetus that it could not 
have been tamed? — It could have been 
turned only with difficulty ; the chin was 
towards the pubes. Is it usual to take 
off the limbs without further advice? — X 
have expressed my general opinion. How 
could both arms have been taken off?— 
When one is off, then there is more room to 
take off the other. Should you, from the 
evidence you have heard, and the position in 
which you found the foetus, have pursued 
the same course? — (There was no direct 
answer to this question ; the further exami- 
nation of Mr. Jewell was very much opposed 
by some friends of Mr. Bowen.) Do not 
you in your lectures require your pupils to 
ascertain the position of the child? — (Not 
replied to.) Do you think that Mr. Bowen 
acted properly in this case ? — I do. 

Mr. George Taylor, of Kingston, was 
! called and examined. Is a surgeon and 
l an M.D., has been eighteen years in prac- 
tice ; attended Frances Clark’s first labour; 
she had a full-sized pelvis. In that case 
he turned the child, and there was s fair 
delivery. On the present occasion he 
received a message between one and two 
o’clock on Monday night, to go to Hamp- 
ton. He asked the messenger what was the 
woman’s name, and the duration of the 
labour, and heard that Mrs. Chilman and 
Mr. Bowen were in attendance. He inquited 
whether the messenger came from Mr. 
Bowen or the attendants ; they said, not 
Mr. Bowen, for he refused to send. Did not 
know Mr/ Bowen, nor does he now, and his 
opinion therefore was, that Mr. Bowen did 
not wish it, nor said any- thing about it. Hi* 
reply accordingly was that he could not 
go unless invited by Mr. Bowen himself. 
In the morning he wrote to say what had 
passed, and presumed all had gone off well. 
He had never heard any more of Mr. Bowen 
until now. He had been present at the. 
examination of the body. He thought it 
impossible that the arms came down natu- 
rally. The face might have righted itself. 
Thinks the arms came down in an. attempt 
to get hold of the feet. It is not usual to 
take off the arms of the foetus, and should 
not readily be induced to do such a thing 
himself ; cannot call to mind a case in whicli 
he saw the propriety of suqh an operation* « 
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Sir Andrew HAtLtD.t y, examined by Mr. 
Guy. The questions put to Sir Andrew 
'went to show that Mr. Bowen had stated to 
Sir Andiew that he had not taken off the 
arms of the fetus, and had safely delivered 
the woman. The following is the substance 
of the reply of Sir Andrew. Mr. Bowen 
called on him shortly after the death of 
EronceS Clark, to explain the reports which 
were in circulation . His language to Sir 
Andrew went to prove that he was not to 
blame in the treatment he adopted. He did 
not say that he had not taken off the arms 
and delivered the woman. It was impossible 
for him (Sir Andrew) to recollect now ex- 
octljr what passed, but the impression left 
on his mind, by the statements of Mr. Bowen, 
Was, either that he had delivered the woman, 
or that he was in the act of delivering her j 
when she died from exhaustion. He (Sir 
Andrew) did not mean to deny that Mr. 
Bowen had said this or that, but bis impres- 
sion was as he had already described. [To 
questions.] Did you not tell Mr. George 
Taylor, and Mr. Sells, that Mr. Bowen had 
said to you he had not removed the arms and 
had delivered the deceased ? — I told them 
that Mr. Bowen told me he had not twisted or 
tom 0/f‘the arms. (Objections were here 
made to what was termed a “ personal 
examination^” and it was therefore stopped.) 

Mr. Win. Sells of Hampton, Mr. George 
Cooper of Brentford, Mr. Jathes Smith of 
Kiehmond, Mr. Thomas Litchfield of 
Twickenham, and Mr. John Watson, Sur- 
geons, were now sworn, but the coroner and 
tbs jury seemed to think, that farther evi- 
dence was not required. Mr. Smith and Mr. 
Cooper said they should be obliged to give 
evidence which would be of, a contrary na- 
ture to some of the medical opinions which 
bad been given by Mr. Jewell, and Mr. 
Cooper remonstrated with great force and 
justness against the custom erf requiring the 
attendance and evidence of medical men on 
coroners* inquests, without remunerating 
them for the valaable moments which they 
were often compelled to devote to it. He 
bad put a lady to bed at ten o’clock the 
Slight previous, and had not seen her from 
that hour to this (six p.m.), in consequence 
of the summons he had received to attend 
b ere, th ough without oue particle of pre- 
vious knowledge of the merits or demerits 
«f (be -case. The justice of the complaints 
made by Mr. Cooper were fully acknowledg- 
ed by afl the gentlemen in the room. We are 
sorry that Want of space prevents us from 
appending the Whole of bis remarks on the 
Imrdsliip^o which medical men are thus sub- 
jected. 

Abiklst -fire discussion x\hich ensued 
Ion e reflections were thrown out agaiust 
Che mode in which the warrants were filled 
up by Mr.. Guy, who was justified by the k 


coroner. The mode of Selecting th# jttfy, 
adopted by the curate of the parish, Mr. 
Merrywether, as it appeared, Was alto de? 
precated, and upon very just grounds.* 

The ccfoner “ summed up’* about seven 
| o’clock. He commented very briefly en the 
evidence of the witnesses. It w«b impos- 
sible to say why (he observed), hut some into 
were naturally more careful, some more 
timorous than others ; and so it was, he sup- 
posed in midwifery cases ; some went for- 
cibly to work, and some gently , but they 
were not therefore to think of bringing every 
man to the bar of public opinion because bis 
| mode was not so successful as that of others, 
else they would have enough to do with ell 
the medical men aud old 'midwives in the 
kingdom. He did not mean that it should 
be bruited about that the arms of f * chil- 
dren”! were to bo cut off on all occasions, 

1 but he considered that there were occasions 
i in wbieb k might be done with great pro- 
priety. The Princess Charlotte had, ho 
had no doubt, the very best physician when, 
she was in child- bed; how much more ex* 
cusable then, was an Unfortunate ffesult to 
a less eminent man. Now the medical man, 
in the present case, had evinced great 
anxiety, aud had shown himself desirous df 
doing all he could. He procrastinated the 
use of instruments as long as he could, and 
they (the Jury), knew the fatal result. 
Let them observe the length of attendance 
he gave to the patient ; he did not shirk the 
case at all ; he did not make a half business 
of it, but persisted to the last. As for the 
boot-hook, it was so similar to theblunt- 
hook, that a mkn would be happy to have 
such a substitute ; yet this hud made a 
great impression put of doors. He had used 
his best skid, and it had turned but unfor*- 
tnnately, aud could not be helped. It was 
for the jury to say whether Mr. Bowen 
stood in the cade of a man who ought to be 
tried for the course he had pursued. 

After a consultation of a quarter of an 
hour, the jury brought in a verdict of 
“ Died by the visitation of God, and the 
medical attendant did all he coujd to save 
life,” or, 44 there was no blame attached to 
the medical attendaut.” 


* The Rev. Mr. Merrywether, in the course of 
examination. admitted that he g&xe the vcoaa table, 
w ho was appointed to summon the jury, a list of 
twenty-tour names. He also admitted that he bad 
never interfered tn a similar manner on any former 
occasion. The jury*** appeased to he Car above the 
class of persons who usually aqt on coroner's in- 
quests. 

| + 'lire non -medical coroner swore aH the wH- 

| nesses to give true evidence 44 touching the deaths 
I ql Frances Clark and Uer iyfmt&kiUi /” 
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TfcE LANCET 

Linden, Smhtrda y, OdOer 9, 1830. 

Piw institutions of modern times hare 
Bo strongly excited the hopes of the literati 
of Europe as the University or London. 
The proposition for founding this splendid 
hationm! establishment was hailed by every 
liberal mind with unqualified delight, be- 
cause ft was expected that it would freely 
shed the light of knowledge over the im- 
mense mass of unins tructed beings resident 
ill tills dehsely -populated metropolis. If 
tiie expectations of the friends and sup- 
porters of the new University have not 
been fMly realized, still we believe that 
enough has already been accomplished to 
satisfy the public that incalculable advan- 
tages must, ultimately, result from tbe 
intellectual labours displayed in such an 
•staMirfhmertt. Of tire success of one de- 
partment we can speak with much confidence ; 
we mean, the medical. That its utility has 
ftt some measure been retarded by the in- 
fluence of private pique, and the workings 
of jealous malignant bickerings, we shall 
flofc attempt to deny \ hut these ate inci- 
dent to all fnfknt establishments, in which 
S mass of ill-assimilated and incongruous 
matter must at first be associated, and the 
difficulties which the University has already 
proved itself equal to surmoantittg, afford 
tire strong es t ground for believing that tire 
medicrfl department, will become the first 
institution of its kind. The two great diffi* 
cullies under which this department has 
laboured, have arisen, it mast be con- 
fessed, from defects in tbe government. 
We sfllude to the election ef the professors 
by private- testimonials and in secret (instead 
Of by competition aod in public ; and to the 
extreme, tbe Capable negligence, mani- 
fested in the a t bn e ne e of a feerpfad. Had 
tire professors been elected by concwrs> as 
» Paris, tbe University Weald at euce Imve 


furnished a splendid exception to the secret, 
and unworthy method, universally adopted 
in this metropolis, of appointing professors, 
teachers, and officers, to tbe whole of our 
medical establishments. Mr. Brougham 
openly declared, even at the preliminary 
proceedings, that any other considers tion 
than ability should only weigh as dust in tbe 
balance in appointing the professors. Yet, 
in defiance of this excellent declaration, all 
the professors have been selected in secret, 
and the council, we believe, have been 
guided in their choice, solely by testimo- 
nials that hare been written in private, 
read in private, and discussed in private. 
Many of the professors in the medical 
department are gentlemen of the highest 
attainments in their profession, and they 
would have been delighted at having had 
an opportunity afforded to them of displaying 
their talents before a scrutinizieg, and 
liberal, public. The council must now 
deeply regret that election by public com- 
petition was not adopted, for to that fatal 
omission are to be traced, the charges of 
incompetency which have been so freely 
and so extensively circulated a^aintt some 
of the professors. In tbe ptesent day the 
gown of a professor is not deemed a suffix 
eient guarantee for iotetiefttual attainment, 
and, in spite of all that can be said to the 
contrary, the people will assuredly believe 
that there is something wrong, something 
corrupt and underhand, if those whe ap- 
point important public officers select them 
in the closet, instead of in the open foce of 
day. In the choice of professors, therefore, 
we fear it must be acknowledged that the 
Council of the University of London are 
not one step higher in the scale of feed 
government, than are the iH-tafontied and 
idle managers of eur iU-vffi cored dispensa- 
ries. This is a subject of vital importance 
to tire interests of the University, and we 
would seriously urge it upon tbe notice of 
the proprietor* at .therrneat annual meeting. 

The consideration, however, of the other 
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difficulty, under which the medical depart- 
ment has laboured — the absence of a hospi- 
tal, must not be delayed until February, un- 
less the council and proprietors are really de- 
sirous that the medical school should never 
embrace a greater number of students than 
it contains at present. The success which 
this department has already attained in the 
absence of a hospital, speaks loudly and de- 
cidedly in favour of the exertions and quali- 
fications of the professors, who, without such 
a prop, such an auxiliary to their labours as 
a hospital would afford, are, in fact, en- 
deavouring to stem the torrent of prejudice 
that has been opposed to them, with a 
millstone around their necks. The support 
which we have, .by our humble exertions, 
endeavoured to yield to the University from 
the first moment of its establishment, justi- 
fies us in speaking boldly j without then at- 
tributing bad motives to any one, we declare 
unhesitatingly, that those who have op- 
posed the foundation of a hospital in con- 
nexion with the University, are utterly un- 
qualified to take any share in the govern- 
ment of the institution. After the hopes 
that were originally held out, is such con- 
duct honourable to the public 1 Is it just 
towards the proprietors! Is it fair towards 
the students — the anxious, the hardworking, 
student 1 The public will, by-and-by, de- 
clare that they have been deceived; the 
proprietors, when the shares shall have sunk 
fifty per cent ., will declare that they have 
been cheated ; and the students will quit 
an institution in disgust, in which they 
will hove too much reason to complain of 
the non-fulfilment of their just expectations. 
A medical school, upon an extensive scale, 
cannot exist without a hospital. As well 
might an animal be expected to live without 
nutriment. In the wards of a hospital there 
are all the materials upon which the prin- 
ciples and practice of the curative art are 
founded ; but theory, in the absence of an 
opportunity for observing the facts upon 
which it is founded, assumes the character 


of vague hypothesis, and is equally worth- 
less. But it were a waste of time to dwell 
upon the propriety of attaching a hospital to 
any medical school. Nearly the whole of 
the medical students visit the metropolis 
for the express purpose of ** walking the 
hospitals/’ as it is termed. They consider, in 
fact, that the hospital is the school, and the 
lecture-room only the appendage. It should 
be remembered that the best works on medi- 
cine, surgery, physiology, and pathology, 
have been always open to them during the 
period of their initiatory studies ; and in the 
lecture-rooms of this town they have little 
more repeated to them in the course of 
each day, than the discourses contained in 
established works, and with which they 
have long been familiar. They come to 
London to see disease, and to see those 
means applied which the accumulated ex- 
perience of ages has decided to be the most 
judicious and efficient. But, at the London 
University, there is no disease to be seen, 
no disease to be cured, no experience to be 
acquired. They can observe the shadow, 
but the substance is beyond their scan. It 
will be said, we are aware, by the enemies, 
not by the friends of the University, that 
the pupil can attend the Middlesex Hos- 
pital. But the practice of this institution 
has long been in ill odour throughout the 
kingdom, and the Hospital was not erected 
with a view to the formation of a medical 
school. Its regulations are obnoxious to 
the adequate instruction of students, and 
the governors, when the prospectus of the 
University was first issued, even took the 
opportunity of disclaiming, in the public 
papers, any connexion between the hospi- 
tal and that institution. This proceeding 
ought, indeed, to have goaded the Council 
to the performance of their duty. The insult, 
however, for it was one, has passed unheed- 
ed. We have heard two grounds alleged to 
explain the cause of the absence of a hospi- 
tal ; first, the opposition offered to the mea- 
sure by Mr. Charles Bell, and, secondly. 
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the want of adequate funds. If it be true 
that Mr. Bill has opposed the establish- 
ment of a University Hospital, the Council 
must have been particularly short-sighted 
not to have perceived that it was possible, 
quite possible, that his hostility to the 
measure arose from motives not entirely dis- 
interested. The erection of a hospital upon 
the foundation of the University might not 
have proved agreeable, or even profitable to 
Mr. C. Bell, who, it ought to have been 
remembered, is one of the surgeons of the 
Middlesex, and, hence, he is the only anato- 
mical professor connected with the Univer- 
sity, who is in receipt of the fees paid by the 
students for witnessing the surgical prac- 
tice of a hospital. It is, we say then, 
barely possible, that Mr. Bell’s opposition 
may have been stimulated by motives not 
theb est calculated to add to the honour of 
the University, or to promote the inte- 
rests of the students. If there were a 
University hospital, Mr. Bell would not 
be the only medical professor holding the 
office of hospital surgeon ; he would not be 
the only professor whose coffers would be 
benefited by the fees paid by hospital stu- 
dents. Besides, Mr. Bell may be appre- 
hensive that the enlightened views and libe- 
ral opinions of the Council might induce 
them to act upon the Parisian principle, and 
throw open the wards of the hospital to the 
students, free of expense. In this case the 
surgeon of the Middlesex Hospital would 
be minus his fees. Mr, Bell, therefore, 
sees much hazard in the enterprise, and he 
has invariably touched the subject with 
a cold and chilling hand. However careful 
Mr. C. Bell may be of his own interests as 
a hospital surgeon, we think he might have 
paused, as one of the professors, before he 
had taken upon himself to issue a document, 
the tenor of which, if it were left unex- 
plained, might injure, if not ruin, that de- 
partmentof the University which he is bound, 
by every principle of honour, to uphold to 
the utmost extent of his capability. 


6l 

Having derived our information from the 
most authentic sources, we are bound to 
credit the report that Mr. Bell has thrown 
difficulties in the way of establishing a hos- 
pital in connexion with the University. If 
the reports be unfounded, then, of neces- 
sity, the whole of this part of our argu- 
ment falls to the ground; but assuming 
them to be correct, what inference are we 
to draw from the following verbatim copy 
of a paper which is exhibited in the lobby 
of the Middlesex Hospital 1 

“ Clinical Lectures. Surobrv. 

'* Mr. Bell has delayed saying any-thing 
about Clinical Lectures on Surgery, in the 
hope that he will be able to make an ar- 
rangement with Mr. Brodie, that the pupils 
of the Middlesex and St. George's Hospi- 
tals, may have the mutual benefit of more 
extensive opportunities for learning the 
principles which direct the practice of the 
hospital surgeons of London. 

“ The surgeons of St. George’s Hospital 
have expressed themselves most liberally 
on the subject." 

Here, Mr. Bell in so many words an- 
nounces to the pupils, that no cliuical 
information is to be obtained at the Univer- 
sity, and not sufficient at the Middlesex 
I Hospital, but that he hopes to be enabled 
! to make an arrangement with the surgeons 
of St. George's, which will be attended with 
advantage ; thus drawing off the attention 
of the student from the University, and 
directing it to a school situated at a distance 
of two miles. Now, if Mr. Bell be so ready 
to acknowledge that the University affords 
no materials for conveying clinical instruc- 
tion, that the wards of the Middlesex Hos- 
pital are also inadequate to the purpose of 
teaching medical students how they are to 
practise their profession, why does he — and 
the council have a right to demand an an- 
swer to the question, —why does Mr. Bell 
oppose the erection of a hospital in imme- 
diate connexion with the University ? It cer- 
taiuly is very consolatory to those students 
who have paid to be instructed at a school 
in Gower- street, to be told by one of their 
G 
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own professors, that they can obtain a little 
knowledge by walking to St, George’s Hos- 
pital, situated at Knigbtsbridge, where the 
surgeons, “ express themselves liberally on 
the subject 1” Would that we could say as 
much for Mr. Bell, and we regret, exceed- 
ingly, that the members of the council 
should hare been at any time influenced in 
their decisions, by a person who appears to 
be so little desirous of securing the success, 
and promoting the great objects, of their in- 
stitution. Mr. Bell is an able anatomist, 
and an acute physiologist, but we fear that 
he is wanting in those high qualities of the 
mind whioh should alone regulate the prin- 
ciples of government in such an excellent 
establshment as the University of London. 

The second alleged obstacle to the forma- 
tion of a hospital, viz. the deficiency of 
funds, has, we believe, had much greater 
weight with the council than the opposition 
of Mr. Bsll; but it is a difficulty Which 
energy and talent, might long ago have 
surmounted. Within very little more than 
the time that the council have been lament- 
ing over the sadly empty state of their 
coffers, some persons of very questionable 
character and intentions, have contrived to 
collect u building funds” sufficient to erect a 
new St. George’s Hospital, a new West- 
minster Hospital, and another institution, 
which is to be called the Charing Cross 
Hospital. In the list of proprietors of 
the University of London are to to found 
the names of noblemen of wealth, cha- 
racter, and influence ; also the names of 
merchants, and tradesmen, of great opu- 
lence. Who can believe then, that had 
the necessity and utility of the measure 
been properly explained to them, they 
would have withheld from such a scheme 
either their personal exertions, or their 
pecuniary contributions. Besides, if the 
public have subscribed so liberally to the 
hospital building funds now accumulating, 
is it to be supposed that the benevolent 
part of the community would have with- 


held their donations from An objeot of so 
much more importance than either of 
the institutions now in progress- 1 
The expense of nuunlttning a well+ge* 
vemed hospital, is much below what is 
generally conceived to be adequate for such 
a purpose. Three or four thousand pounds 
per annum* would be quite sufficient to sup- 
port a hospital large enough to afford in- 
struction to the students of the University,— 
a sum, we should think, not difficult to be 
collected amongst even the prpprietors and 
their friends. In a pecuniary sense, indeed, 
we are decidedly of opinion that the share- 
holders would be benefited by individually 
subscribing five or ten guineas towards the 
erection of a hospital j for one of the speedy 
results of founding such gn institution, 
would be an increase in the value of the 
shares of not less than from five to ten per 
cent. If a hospital, iadeed, connected with 
the University, were to be governed upon 
liberal principles, — if its officers were to be 
elected by public competition, and if its 
doors were to be thrown open, free of cost, 
to the medical students, it would receive 
warmer support than any other eleemosy- 
nary medical institution in this metropolis ; 
because it would t be soon acknowledged 
that it must eventually confer incalculable 
advantages upon all classes of the com* 
munity. 

Let us hope, then, that the members of 
the Council will at once bestir themselves, 
and doviae some plan for accomplishing this 
great national work. The measures, if 
judiciously taken, must prove effective. In 
order, to stimulate the Council to the per* 
formanee of this duty, and in order not to 
add to the numerous fatal effects which have 
already arisen from delay, we would suggest 
to rite students the propriety of addressing 
the Council on the subject, urging in strong* 
but respectful language, the disadvantages 
under which they labour from the absence 
of a hospital, and imploring that measures 
mny he immediately adopted for founding 
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Meli m iiMtilMMywwitlMat wUoh, thejr 
e«n unhesitatingly state, that it is not in 
their power to acquire a competent know- 
ledge of their profession. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 

The scheme for rebuilding the Westmin- 
ster Hospital at Charing-Cross was dis- 
cussed by the Governors at a tolerably full 
meeting on Wednesday last. After a warm 
debate, it was decided by the casting vote 
of the Chairman, who was himself the Trea- 
surer, that “ the Treasurer’s report should 
be brought up.” And this appears to have 
been done merely out of courtesy to that 
respectable gentleman. The jobbers, there- 
fore, are in statu quo . There is no district 
in London where a Hospital is more decid- 
edly necessary than the one in which the 
Westminster Hospital now stands. We 
shall publish two or three documents on the 
subject of this transaction in our next num- 
ber ; meanwhile we hope the intelligent and 
independent Governors will not fail to per- 
form their duty to the subscribers and to the 
afflioted poor. 


A report of the Coroner’s Inquest 
which was held on Saturday last at Hamp- 
ton, will be found at page 74, The facts 
disclosed in the evidence of the females, 
require no comments ; but we must acknow- 
ledge that we are utterly at a loss to com- 
prehend the evidence of Mr. Jswbll. 
Should there have been any young and in- 
experienced practitioners present, who may 
have formed an opinion from the testimony 
of that gentleman in favour of using great 
force in the practice of midwifery, we beg to 
submit for his careful perusal the following 
extracts on the subject ; the first taken from 
Professor* Davis’s splendid work on the 
“ Elements of Operative Midwifery,” and 
the second from the invaluable lectures of 
Dr* BivxpMiti, published in the volumes 


of Tax Lancxt for 1827-8. Thia wm ano- 
ther pica case for a non-medic si coroner ! 

“The requisite amount o f force to be 
used in obstetric operations, should be ap- 
plied by degrees, very cautiously and slowly , 
according to the demand for it; but the 
whole of the extracting force, in order to 
be safely , and, therefore, successfully ex- 
erted, must be confined within very mode- 
rate limits,”— Elements, p. 201 . 

4< When the arm of the child is presented 
in the way I now show you, provided the 
woman have reached the full time of ges- 
tation, you cannot iu this position abstract 
the child. If, with ferocious ignorance, 
you lay hold of the arm and pull, torturing 
the innocent child, like Damien the assas- 
sin, you break , you tear it, limb from 
limb.”— Lancet, p. 284. 

Passages bearing on the same point might 
be multiplied ad infinitum, but a vary amall 
portion of common aense, without the au- 
thority of any established writer, must be 
quite sufficient to deter any man from fol- 
lowing the example of Mr. Bowen in pulling 
off the arms of a full-grown foetus, after he 
had “sat evary thing atraight for the 
world.” 


From a report which M. La r bey lately 
made to the Academic Royale, it appears 
that, of about 500 wounded who ware admit- 
ted at the Military Hospital at Gres Caillou, 
after the three memorable days, not more 
than seven had died on the 29th of August, 
although a great number of them had under- 
gone very important surgical operations. 

With respect to the personal exertions Qf 
M. Larrey during and after the three days, 
the French journals are unanimous in their 
praises, and it give* ua great satisfaction t q 
find that this vanerable man, who, during 
the old regime, was purposely neglected, 
merely because he had been the personal 
friend of Napoleon, has lately received from 
the present government the most unequivo- 
cal proofs of a frank acknowledgment of hie 
merit*. 

G 2 
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On the recent Improvements in the Art of 
distinguishing the various Diseases of the 
Hearty being the Lumleyan Dentures de- 
livered before the Royal College of Phy- 
sicians in the year 1829. By John El- 
liotson, M.D.F.R.S., &c. &c. London. 
1830. LoDgman and Co. Folio, pp. 36. 

Although some years have now elapsed 
since the invention of the stethoscope, and 
several treatises, besides the translation of 
Laennec’s original . work, have been pub- 
lished in this country respecting it, its 
value is by no means so generally acknow- 
ledged as it deserves to be ; and there are 
yet many practitioners, and some writers, 
who either reject it altogether as worthless, 
or maintain that it is only to be used with 
advantage by such as have a peculiarly nice 
ear, and have devoted to the study of it an 
extraordinary degree of time and attention. 
It is therefore with great satisfaction that 
we find such strong testimony in its favour 
from a physician whose statements are justly 
entitled to confidence, and who himself fur- 
nishes a refutation of one of the objections 
which have been adduced against ausculta- 
tion, having first begun to employ it after 
many years of practice, and when it can 
hardly be supposed that he could dfcvote'to 
it more time than almost any practitioner 
might bestow. Without noticing this ob- 
jection, Dr. Llliotson, in the commencement 
of the first lecture, successfully combats 
those which have been raised against the 
utility of auscultation, and his observations 
here are so excellent, that we cannot for- 1 
bear-making as long an extract as our limits 
will allow of. 

t( The discoveries made by Laennec in 
the symptoms of these disorders are- great 
enough to entitle him to all the honours 
which have ever been acquired in our pro- 
fession. He has enabled us to judge of dis- 
eases, often not otherwise with certainty 
distinguishable or not at all, and this with 
an accuracy inconceivable to those who are 
unacquainted with his investigations; to dis- 
tinguish diseases of the heart, which were 
formerly, and are still too often all, either 
expressed by the easy term disease of the 
heart, without a specification of the parts 
affected in this complicated organ; or as 
often passed over entirely, while the case is 
mistaken for hydrothorax, or some pul- 
monary affection, and to distinguish diseases 


of the lungs, which, in many cases, eoul^ not 
be pronounced upon with accuracy, of which, 
in others, the diagnosis was always uncer- 
tain, and moreover to point' out the very 
part affected. , 

«* But the very accuracy of Laennec’s dis- 
coveries is objected to. We are asked Cut 
bonol The answer is plain. It is univer- 
sally allowed that every disease should be 
described, and its nature ascertained, as ac- 
curately as possible. Now with every ad- 
vance in accuracy of description, and in 
knowledge of the source of symptoms, diag- 
nosis imperceptibly and inevitably becomes 
more accurate. To condemn accurate diag- 
nosis is therefore to condemn accurate 
knowledge — to rest satisfied with imperfect 
information when industry would give us 
more — to admire ignorance wheu know- 
ledge is within' our reach. Besides, diagno- 
sis ought to be universally cultivated with- 
out reference to its utility in particular in- 
stances. It is a part of our science ; every 
part must be cultivated for the perfection of 
the whole, and what may not be practically 
useful to-day, may become so to-morrow, &c. 

“ But there is immediate utility in the 
discoveries of Avenbrugger and Laennec. 
No one will pretend that the diagnosis in 
chronic diseases of the chest is, with the 
exception perhaps of phthisis, generally 
satisfactory. Before I adopted auscultatiou, 
1 know that I frequently discovered disease 
of the heart after death where I had not 
previously suspected it, and frequently found 
the. organ sound when 1 bad supposed it 
diseased. When I was correct in expecting 
to see organic affection of the heart, I was 
; often wrong as to the precise nature of the 
lesion. Too often has auscultation at once 
revealed disease of the heart to me, when, 
by good practitioners, no. affection of the 
heart, or even of the chest, had been sus- 
pected, or the case had been named nervous 
palpitation or asthma, when the lungs had 
been regarded as the seat of the malady, or 
the case been treated with the more violent 
remedies of hydrothorax. Repeatedly have 
I seen chronic bronchitis, with extreme con- 
gestion of the lungs, mistaken for hydro- 
thorax, and unavoidably so, from the omis- 
sion of percussion and auscultation, because 
the symptoms were precisely the same, 
with the exception of those which per- 
cussion and auscultation only could dis- 
close. Inflammation of the substance of the 
lungs takes place continually during other 
diseases, without being 1 obvious before death 
to any but the auscultator and percussor. 
Without the aid of the ear, who can ever 
distinguish emphysema of the lungs, or in 
every case pneumato-thorax 'i Both may 
be readily mistaken for hvdrothorax,” &c. 

Although these lectures cannot be con- 
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sidered as forming a complete account of 
the diseases of the heart, and are intended 
more especially to show the importance 
of auscultation, the; are by no means ex* 
clusively devoted to it, and contain much 
valuable information on the morbid anatomy 
of this Yi8cus, and on the other means of 
distinguishing its affections, the employ- 
ment of which Dr. Elliotson is not inclined 
to dispense with, even where the diagnosis 
might appear to be firmly established by the 
stethoscope alone, observing, 

" The general symptoms may each, how- 
ever, be highly useful, when viewed by the 
side of the symptoms discovered by auscul- 
tation ; they may confirm the diagnosis, 
or, rather, they may unite with these into 
a satisfactory theory of the nature of the 
nature of the case. They should never be 
neglected, because all the phenomena of j 
every disease deserve the attention of a good 
practitioner." 

It would answer no good purpose were 
we to follow the lecturer in his descriptions 
of disease, or the details of cases, in sup- 
port of his statement, for these are scarcely 
capable of condensation, and ought to be 
read in connexion, to be fully appreciated. 
We shall, therefore, conclude our review 
with some of his observations on the natural 
and healthy action of the heart, in which 
he defends Laennec’s theory from some ob- 
jections which have been recently started, 
and especially against the opinions of Dr. 
Corrigan, which we had very lately occasion 
to lay before our readers. After describing 
the nature and rhythm of the sounds of the 
heart, according to the statements of the 
French physician, and the changes which 
are induced in them by disease, the lecturer 
goes on to say, — 

** Laennec’s correctness, in ascribing the 
first of the two sounds of the heart’s action 
iu health to the ventricle, and the second to 
the auricle, lias been called in question, 
some asserting that the first sound is the 
result of the auricular contraction, and the 
second of the ventricular ; some that they 
occur at the moment of the dilatation, not 
at the moment of the contraction of the 
cavities ; and some that Laennec was right 
in regard to the ventricular sound, but that 
the second sound cannot arise from the con- 
traction of the auricle, as Harvey, Haller, 
Senac, all declare that the auricle may be 
seen to contract immediately before the ven- 
tricular action ; and they consider, there • 
fore, the sound which follows the ventri- 
cular, to be produced by some unknown 


cause, and the auricular contraction to be 
without sound, two very singular and very 
considerable suppositions. The alteration 
of the sound in narrowing of the respective 
openings proves, I think, that Laennec is 
right ; for if the opening from a ventricle is 
narrowed, the healthy sound ascribed by 
Laennec to the ventricles is altered ; and if 
the opening from an auricle is narrowed, the 
healthy sound ascribed by him to the auri- 
cle is altered. An argument, in favour of 
the priority of the auricular contraction, 
has been deduced from the veins of the 
neck, in some cases, regularly swelling, 
immediately before the pulse is felt. But 
the obstruction in the auricles causing this 
swelling does not, 1 apprehend, occur dur- 
ing their contraction, for at that moment 
there . is a free space in the ventricles to 
receive the auricular blood, and it is only a 
part of the auricle that has the power of 
contraction. The obstruction which pro- 
duces the swelling must take place as the 
ventricle becomes filled, and the auricular 
blood consequently accumulates, and there- 
fore the swelling of the veins must be ex- 
pected when the ventricles will receive no 
more, viz., immediately before they con- 
tract, or while they are contracting. There 
is no wonder, therefore, that the arteries, 
aocording to this account, beat first; then 
a second sound of the heart is heard, I pre- 
sume the auricular action ; and then a short 
interval occurs before the veins pulsate— 
before the blood accumulates in the auricles 
previously to their contraction. The jugu- 
lar veins are said, by some, always to be 
dilated quite synchronously with the pulse 
of the arteries." 

** Since the delivery of these lectures, 
Laennec’s accuracy has been called in ques- 
tion by others, and the stroke of the heart’s 
apex, and the first sound of the heart, de- 
clared to happen before the pulse, and to 
be produced by the dilatation and repletion, 
of the ventricles ; and the second sound to 
occur at the moment of the contraction of 
the ventricles, and to arise from the flap- 
ping of the parietes of the emptied ventri- 
cles together. 

I would reply in the first place, as 
before, that when an obstruction exists at 
the mouth of the aorta, or pulmonary artery, 
a morbid sound occurs at the moment Laen- 
nec supposes the ventricles to contract, and 
when at either auriculo-ventricular open- 
ing, at the moment he supposes the auricles 
to contract. This could not happen had he 
mistaken the periods of the ventricular and 
the auricular contractions. Secondly, when 
the pulse at the wrist follows the stroke of 
the heart, it does so after only a very mi- 
nute interval — such as may be explained by 
the distance of the radial artery from the 
heart— and actually occurs decidedly before 
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the auricular sound, that which is now de- 
clared to be the ventricular. Moreover,. 
When the pulse at the wrist is observed to 
follow the stroke of the heart, the pulse at 
the innominata (so much nearer .the heart) 
rtiay be found to precede that at the wrist, 
and to occur all but simultaneously with the 
heart’s stroke, so that the relative distance 
Of the parts explains the whole difference, 
and the pulsation of the arteries in all cases 
clearly arises from the stroke of the heart. 
If an artery is observed still nearer the 
heart than the innominata, no interval be- 
tween its pulse and the stroke of the heart 
is perceptible. In four cases of aneurism of 
the ascending aorta, producing a strongly- 
pulsating tumour to the right of the ster- 
num, this and the heart, when the fore- 
fingers were placed upon both, were felt, 
and by all seen to pulsate quite synchro- 
nously. When the obstruction is at the 
tiiouth of the aorta or pulmonary artery, 
the preternatural sound I have always no- 
ticed synchronously with the pulse ; when 
at an auriculo -ventricular opening, in the 
intervals of the pulse, after or before it. 
It sometimes, in the latter case, is so pro- 
longed as to last till the pulse is again felt, 
so that there is no interval, hut merely an 
equal alternation of the ventricular and the 
preternatural auricular sound ; or even an 
Interval Occurs after the ventricular stroke, 
probably from the auricle not being disposed 
for contraction at the usual time, on ac- 
count of its contraction having been so 
lengthened by the difficult escape of its 
blood, that a longer repose is required than 
just during the ventricular contraction ; here 
the auricular sound occurs first, then the 
ventricular, and then the interval. 

“ Thirdly, the sounds considered by Laen- 
nec to be auricular and ventricular are heard 
loudest both in health and wheh morbid, at 
the seat of the auricles and ventricles re- 
spectively 

The only fault we have to find with these 
lectures is, that they are published in the 
folio, rather than the more convenient quarto 
form, when the plates, which aTe very Well 
engraved from beautiful and accurate draw- 
ings by Mr.Alcock, might have been equally 
well contained in the latter. 


Practical Remarks on the Nature and 
Effects of the Expressed Oil of the Cro- 
ton Tiglium , with Cases illustrative of 
its efficacy in the cure of various Dis- 
eases. By Michael John Shoet, M.D. 
London, Longman. 1830. pp. 63. 

In the Construction of this little treatise. 
Dr. Short has shown considerable industry, 


and an intimate acquaintance wltli the older 
literature of medicine ; the first division of 
his pages, is, in fact, a miniature cabinet of the 
several curiosities connected with the his- 
tory and applications of the crotoft tiglium, 
authenticated by the venerable names of 
Rumphius, Jlheed, Jacob Bobart, Bergius, 
Laureiro, and a host of similarly euphonous 
appellations. The ponderous Latin of these 
writers, Dr. Short has faithfully (we fear 
injudiciously) committed to his pages, and 
certainly to the few who can understand the 
monastic barbarisms these quotations pre- 
sent, he has afforded a curious and enter- 
taining compilation. 

In the second division of his pamphlet, 
the author adduces a body of irresistible 
modern evidence, in proof of the superiority 
of the genuine croton oil over other cathar* 
tics, in the treatment of the several dis- 
eases in which remedies of that description 
are required. On this point, however, Wd 
are inclined to believe, that the minds of 
medical men are already sufficiently decided, 
such of them, at least, as have kept pace 
with the improvements ia their profession, 
and whose studies have not terminated with 
the receipt Of their license to kill, from the 
beadle of a College. There are still in ex- 
istence, it is true, some hundreds of medical 
" old wives,” who, under any circumstances, 
would as readily administer S drachm of 
arsenic, as a drop of Dr. Short’s purest cold 
drawn croton oil, and for the consternation 
of these ladies, we are forced to mention, 
that Dr. Short’s heretical innovation on the 
supremacy of Glauber and jalap, even ex- 
tends to the administration of the oil of 
croton in abdominal inflammations. 

“ If there be any inflammatory action,” he 
says, “ going on in the intestinal canal, 
either from external causes, or from the 
presence of irritating matter within, the oil 
will be found the most effectual application, 
as it will remove the cause or irritation 
sooner than any purgative with which I am 
acquainted, aud at the same time diminish 
inflammatory action more speedily, and in 
ray opinion more effectually, than even the 
abstraction of blood. As a proof of these 
assertions, 1 have selected the following 
case from many similar ones, which oc- 
curred to me in my practice in Madras, dur- 
ing a period of four years ; not because the 
effects of the exhibition of the oil were more 
obvious or satisfactory, but because, as the 
ordinary mode of treatment had been fre- 
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qnently applied before in the same patient, 
tfnd under tbe same circumstances, we are 
thus enabled to institute a comparison, and 
this ease is consequently more conclusive. 

“ Case,-* A lady of nervous temperament 
and bilious habit, aged about 35, came under 
my care, labouring under a severe attack of 
bilious cbolera, a complaint of which she 
bid had frequent and serious attacks. I 
found tbe vomiting of black bilious matter 
and the purging excessive. Wishing to 
evacuate the contents of the bowels aa soon 
as possible, I ordered one drop of the ol. 
tiglii, in $ij of syrup, to be given every four 
hours, and told the lady to drink freely of 
barley-Vater. Three doses of the medicine 
completely cleared out the bowels, removed 
tbe spasmodic action, and appeared to have 
restored tbe healthy action of the liver, for, 
on the next day no ailment existed, the ap- 
petite bad returned, and on the evening she 
said she felt quite well. In all her former 
attacks, she had been treated with large 
doses of opium, which produced great stupor 
without relieving spasm. Calomel, and the 
other usual remedies, had also been applied, 
and it was generally upwards of a month 
before she had perfectly recovered/* 

To many, we believe, the “ inflammatory’* 
character of this case may appear by no 
means a decided matter, and we must admit 
that it is defibient in what should be consi- 
dered the strongest contradictory symptom 
of the use of any acrid cathartic, namely, 
abdominal tenderness. Dr. Short, however, 
advances other cases, which we have not 
space to quote, but in which this symptom 
was strongly developed, and in which the 
c\ire seems [to have been mainly effected by 
the liberal administration of the croton oil. 

The motherly members of onr profession 
*will further be not a little amazed at Dr. 
Sbort*8 homicidal audacity in prescribing 
this medicine in sundry diseases of infancy 
and childhood ; yet so it is, and numerous 
are the records of its effects which the Doc- 
tor details. What will the tender pre- 
srribers of manna, and of rhubarb and mag- 
nesia, and of peppermint-water, and castor 
oil, say to this atrocious mode of coring con- 
valsions and hydrocephalus 1 Still we must 
make the confessiou, that we have been ac- 
complices in such practices ourselves, that 
Kke Dt. Short we have given the croton oil 
to children two years old, and in every in- 
stance had reason to acknowledge its bene- 
ficial virtues. In truth, we know no medi- 
cine so admirably adapted to the numerous 
disorders which arise at this early age from 


over distension of the alimentary canal, 
whether we regard the quickness and cer- 
tainty of its operation, or the extreme fa- 
cility with which, for obvious reasons, its 
administration ean be effected. 

Hut perhaps the most remarkable charac- 
ter in Dr. Short** publication is his recom- 
mendation of the croton oil as an external 
irritating application. On this important 
subject the author** words are ts follows— 
p. 63. 

“ It will be perceived aTso that I bare 
employed it in some cases externally aa an 
irritating liniment; I am not aware tbat its 
application in this way has been practised 
or noticed either in this country or India.* 
I am however decidedly of opinion, from 
tbe experience I have had of its efficacy as 
a counter-irritant, that it is preferable to all 
those now in use; superior to the can- 
tharides in the quickness and certainty of 
its operation, and in tbe permanency of its 
effects to the ointment of tartarised anti- 
mony, for the same reasons, as well as for 
not producing that excessive pain and con- 
stitutional irritation which usually attend the 
application of the last preparation, and to 
the common sinapisms, because it stimulates 
the akin much sooner, diffuses more warmth, 
and can be better regulated as to the extent 
of its effects. I have employed it in this 
way in cases of acute and chronic rheuma- 
tism, it gout, in tic 'dolouroux, in glandular 
and other indolent swellings, and in all 
these coses with the most satisfactory re- 
sult.*’ 

With these remarks and quotations we 
close our notice of Dr. Short’s treatise. On 
Dr. Short’s croton oil we are however ob- 
liged, in justice to that gentleman, to offer a 
passing comment. There is scarcely a drug 
the apothecary purchases, bat before it 
reaches tbe consumer is liable to be sub- 
jected to the basest and most thwarting 
adulterations; it is with pain we add, 
that in Great Britain there is not more 
than one establishment in twenty, free from 
this deadly and abominable traffic. Thus, 
in the instance of the croton oil, we have 
known it to be simply diluted with castor 
oil, or with sweet oil ; to have been imi- 
tated by eupborbium resin dissolved in 
castor oil, by the expressed oil of the Jato- 
pha Circas, and, strangest of all, by common 


• Dr. Short forgets that the external application 
of tbe croton oil is expressly mentioned in the 
Materia Medica of Hindostan as a part ot the treat- 
ment of rheumatism, by the native practitioners. 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



88 


THE BLUE JOURNAL, 


train oil allowed to become rancid, in order 
to acquire an acrid flavour. To detect these 
adulterations, Dr. Nimmo, of Glasgow, pro- 
posed a test just as fallacious as its certainty 
was desirable : and as no other has yet been 
pointed out, the profession and the public 
are left without any resource but the de- 
pendence they may place on the quarter 
whence they obtain their supply. We 
are happy, therefore, to be enabled to re- 
commend the oil prepared by Dr. Short to 
the notice of our readers. We understand 
he imports the seeds, and prepares the oil 
himself ; and from our own knowledge we 
can declare it to be perfectly free from 
adulteration, and, consequently, entitled to 
the highest confidence. 


The Edinburgh Medical and Surgical 
Journal . October *, 1830. Edinburgh, 
Adam Black, pp. 442. 

We have Just perused the present Number 
of this periodical, and, iq justice to Dr. J. 
C. Gregory, we feel bound to admit that it 
has raised him considerably in our estima- 
tion, inasmuch as, inter dHas , it contains 
two infinitely more stupid papers than his 
memorable attempt on the reputation of the 
stethoscope, whioh we alluded to on a rer 
cent occasion. We shall dispose of these, 
before we notice the very few articles 
which deserve our approbation. The first 
is an elaborate inquiry by Dr. John Davy, 
Physician to the Forces, corresponding mem- 
ber of a hundred societies, &c.—“ Whether 
the putrefaction of animal matter is attended 
with an elevation of temperature V* On this 
most important and disputed topic. Dr. 
Davy favours us with twenty-six pages of 
observations and experiments, and at length ; 
ends in a conclusion, in which it may be 
truly said, that “ nothing is concluded 
for after involving himself and his readers 
in innumerable perplexities, after submit- 
ting every fluid and solid, whether simple 
or compoqqd, in the animal body, to the 
operation of ill-deviBed and apparently 
worse-executed experiments, he seems to 
find out, that heat may actually be gene- 
rated by animal putrefaction ; an opinion 
which he propounds with as much philoso- 
phical naivete , as if the worthy author, or his 
readers, had never seen or heard of, a hot- 
bed or a dunghill. The next of these very 


original communications, is a second-hand 
document of most ample dimensions, by 
Dr. Carswell, on the chemioal perforation of 
the*stomach, and which has already appear- 
ed in French in the Journal Hebdomadaire ; 
it consists, in the first place, of a minute 
recapitulation of the various opinions held 
by all the authors who have ever written on 
this occurrence, and in the next, of a few 
experiments on rabbits, repeated by the 
author himself, from which he draws the 
conclusion, that if one of these animals be 
killed suddenly while digestiug food, the 
stomach and adjacent parts in contact with 
the gastric juice, are also liable to be digest- 
ed j and, moreover, that their stomachs, 
when opened, emit a sour smell, and litmus 
paper becomes reddened when applied to 
the corroded parts. To elucidate and en- 
force this single inference, the author spins 
us twenty-nine pages, apparently careless, 
or ignorant of the fact, that for the last 
seven years there has not existed a medical 
jurist who was not entirely aware of the 
circumstances which he wastes so many 
words in narrating. 

The Number, however, is by no meaqs. 
destitute of interesting matter ; at any rate 
it contains two papers worthy of attentive 
perusal ; one of them by Mr. Syme, of Edin- ’ 
burgh, on the quarterly progress of his new 
surgical hospital, and a second by Dr. Wil- 
liam Stokes and Mr. Hart of Dublin, corro- 
borative of Dr. Corrigan’s new opinions on 
the motions of the heart ; besides these, 
there is a memoir by Dr. Shortt, on the 
treatment of amaurosis by strychnine, 
which, though deprived in a great measure 
of the reputation of novelty by a scandalous ' 
forestalment, to which we shall again advert, 
still contains information of no ordinary 
practical value. Such are the leaders in the 
original department, and these, by a skilful 
editorial manoeuvre, are disposed in the front 
and rear of the publication, the main body 
being filled up with all sorts and sizes of ma- 
terials. Thus Art. 6 is pompously styled, 

" Contributions to Pathology and Practice 
of Physic," by Drs. Henderson, Messrs. 
Graham, Lawrence, Ranken, and Bodkin, 
separate cases from Chelsea, and Wick, 
Ayrshire, and Tuam, and, luckily for the 
editor, sent just in the nick of time to fill up 
space, and save the necessity of making ano- 
ther extract from the Jour. Hebdomadaire . 
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We shall now proceed to the considera- 
tion of the three papers referred to in the 
preceding remarks. Of Mr. Syme’s quar- 
terly report, we again feel called on to speak 
in terms of the wannest approbation. We 
quote, beneath, Mr. Syme’s brief statement 
of the sources whence the expenditure of 
the establishment was supplied, and to this 
we wpuld request the special attention of 
our readers. Let them contrast this record 
of benevolence with the sordid and selfish 
gripings of many of our hospital surgeons, 
who, possessed of treble the income of Mr. 
Syme, refuse even a sufficient portion of 
their time to the necessities of their pa- 
tients ; again let them place the manner in 
which Mr. Syme courts the scrutiny of the 
public on bis treatment of diseases, in juxta- 
position with the mystery with which his 
brethren would veil their proceedings, and 
then let them deny, if they can, that there is 
a necessity for reform in the administration 
of our hospital affairs. We feel .great plea- 
sure in noticing the just compliment paid 
to Mr. Syme by the Edinburgh College, of 
Surgeons, which is modestly alluded to in 
the following extract — 

“ In commencing this report, I have 
great pleasure in stating that the College 
of Surgeons of Edinburgh now recognise, 
not only the clinical lectures, but also the 
attendance on the Surgical Hospital, as 
qualifications for their diploma. 

“ I may take this opportunity of explain- 
ing the sources from which were derived the 
800/. that appeared in last report as paid by 


me to the support of the institution. 

Fees of students attending my clinical £ 

lectures 400 

Board of two house-surgeons for Bix 
months, and one ditto for twelve 

months 200 

Surplus of expenditure required from 
myself 200 


.£800 

(t Since last report, 545 cases of surgical 
disease have been presented for relief. Of 
these 82 have been admitted into the 
house.” 

Neatly the entire of this report is occu- 
pied by various diseases of the joints ; we 
select some interesting notices relative to 
Mr. Syme’s recent practice in the excision 
of the elbow-joint 

" Elizabeth Johnston, aetnt. 16, from 
Falkirk. In the first of these reports I 


* REPORT. 89 

mentioned the case of this girl, who entered 
the hospital last summer on account of a 
diseased elbow-joint, which exhibited tbe 
most formidable appearance of any that I 
have yet met with, but which, nevertheless, 
was completely cured by the operation of 
excision. She returned home, and remained 
perfectly well, using the arm for all ordinary 
purposes until December last, when, after 
exerting herself too much, her wrist swelled 
and became painful. Tartar- emetic oint- 
ment was applied, and afterwards blisters ; 
but an abscess soon formed, which opened, 
and has continued to discharge ever since. 
A probe introduced into the sinus, which is 
situated over the lower end of the radius, 
enters a large carious cavity of tbe bone, 
and can be pushed downwards into the 
wrist-joint. 

“ As amputation appeared the only re- 
source, it was performed on the 24th of 
June above the elbow, by the method of 
double flap. She recovered most favour- 
ably, and is now well. 

'* Tbe elbow being dissected, afforded a 
specimen of tbe union which is established 
between tbe bones in such cases. When 
tbe integuments and muscles were dissected 
off, tbe appearance presented was wonder- 
fully little different from that of a natural 
joint, owing to a great mass of fibrous liga- 
mentous-looking substance which connected 
the bones together. This connecting me- 
dium, which was above an inch in length, 
and perfectly flexible, did not constitute tny 
thing analogous to an ordinary articulation, 
and more resembled the structure that usually 
exists in the false joints that result from 
fracture of the bones. My friend and pupil, 
Mr. Charles Bell, made a sketch of the pre- 
paration, which gives a very good idea of 
its appearance, and which, therefore, I 
have caused to be engraved to illustrate this 
description. 

“ The unfortunate occurrence of disease 
in the wrist after that of the elbow had been' 
removed, certainly affords no objection to 
the operation of excision. In one of these 
reports I mentioned the case of an old woman 
whose hand I removed on account of caries 
of the wrist, and who afterwards required 
amputation of the arm for disease of the 
elbow-joint. No one, I suppose, would 
consider that case any objection to the ope- 
ration of amputation. — In the last number 
of this journal. Dr. Christison has stated 
that, from what I have seen of excision of 
the knee-joint, I am uot inclined to practise 
or recommend it any more than M. Roux, 
who also thought it right to satisfy himself 
as to the advantages of the operation in re- 
gard to this joint by actual trial. But in 
the diseases pf the shoulder and elbow- 
joints requiring removal there cannot be a 
doubt that the introduction of excision in- 
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stead qf amputation is a very great improve- 
ment. Most of the patients on whom I 
have operated now use their arms for all the 
purposes, and with the same facility, as 
formerly. It has seemed surprising, that in 
the course of eighteen months I should 
have had occasion to perform the excision 
pften elbow -joints. To account for this, it 
will be sufficient to recapitulate the places 
from which the patients came. 

‘ u Edinburgh, 3 ; Aberdeen, 1 ; Lanark, 
1 ; Falkirk, 1 ; Auchtermuchty, 1 ; Ar- 
broath, 1 ; Cupar, 1 ; Perth, 1.— Total, 

to • , 

** Janet Burns, setat. 26, from Lanark, 
Was admitted on the 23d of June, oh account 
of a flat fluctuating tumour, about tbe size 
of tbe palm of the hand, on tbe inner aide 
of her right knee between the patella and 
condyle of the femur. It had existed for 
several years, and was increasing, It gave 
her no particular uneasiness, except appre- 
hension as to its consequences. 

“ This patient wna one of the first cases 
fa which 1 cut out the elbow-joint, and was 
a very unpromising one, as may be seen 
from tbe account 1 have given of it in the 
first of these Iteporth. The cure is never- 
theless so complete, that she can use the 
arm (the right one) for serving or knitting 
the whole daylong, and when she was ad- 
justing her dress, or arranging the applica- 
tions to her knee, it was difficult for a 
stranger to decide which arm had been the 
subject of operation. I have repeatedly 
seen mistakes committed in doing so. 

** I may here remark, that a girl who 
came from Auehtemuchty, to have a small 
encysted tumour removed from her cheek, 
stated that her brother, James Page, who 
had bis eltow-joint removed last spring, 
(see Quarterly Report for February 1830), 
now uses both arms equally ; thus, for going 
to the well for water he carries a pitcher in 
each hand, and that when he requires only 
otte hand, he uses the arm operated upon, os 
it is the right one.” 

Dr. Shortt’s paper on the treatment of 
amaurosis by strychnine, is an interesting 
practical detail of the results of this peculiar 
treatment, of which he, it appears, was the 
first to make trial. As we before noticed, 
ttie effect of his memoir has been not a little 
diminished by the greater part of its sub- 
stance having already appeared in print 
(the meanness, of the act will sufficiently 
demonstrate where) through the low and 
impertinent officiousness of au empty un- 
derstrapper connected with the Royal In- 
firmary. Scarcely had Dr. Sliortt set his 
train of experiments in motion, before, with 
their anticipated conclusions, they were 


hurried to the press, without the sanction or 
knowledge of their deviser. Such contempt- 
ible interference is, it is true, almo^be- 
neath reprobation, but it is Teally toooad, 
that the merits of a skilful and scientific 
man are to be filched from him by such a 
medical puppet as figures on this occasion. 
Of these eases Dr. Sbortt now furnishes us 
with an ample and satisfactory detail. H» 
asserts his belief, that the Endermie me- 
thod of treating amaurosis by strychnine is 
only efficacious when the disease depends 
on functional paralysis of tbe nervous appa- 
ratus of vision, but that in this form it is 
a method of unquestionable power. The 
8'otcess of the treatment is rendered not the 
less valuable, that in all his cases the appli- 
cation of tiie strychnine gave rise to no 
serious constitutional disturbance, as might 
have been apprehended in consequence of 
the terribly virulent effect that poisbn is 
capable of exerting under appropriate cir- 
cumstances. It will, belies, be noticed, 
in the case we select for ’the illustration of 
Dr. Shortt’s practice, that blisters had al- 
ready been applied without effect, sojfcat 
the cure cannot be referred, as some mive 
imagined, to the counter-irritation which 
they by themselves would have produced. 

M Case IK.— Janet Barclay, aetat. 28, ad- 
mitted Juns 18th, 1830. Two years ago 
symptoms of incipient amaurosis commenced 
in her right eye. These continued gradu- 
ally increasing till a few mouths ago, since 
which time the amaurosis has been almost 
perfect, a small portion only of the retina 
retaining its sensibility, so that at the dis- 
tance of six inches from the eye, the sphere 
of vision does not exceed a circle of half an 
inch in diameter, and in that small space 
sight is very imperfect, from a constant ap- 
pearance of muscce volitantes, 

“ The left eye became similarly affected, 
but in a much leas degree, three months 
ago. In it the visusreticulatus is now very 
[ perfect, rendering her unable to see objects 
distinctly at a very short distance, or to read 
the largest print. 

“ The pupils are moderately dilated, and 
slightly sensible to light. The posterior 
part of both eyes seems somewhat opaque. 
The amaurosis, at its commencement in tbe 
right eye, was accompanied with deep- 
seated pain in the eyeball, Which, after a 
short time, ‘disappeared, but recurred when 
the left eye became affected, and has con- 
tinued more or less since. Bowels irregu- 
lar ; other functions natural. Blisters have 
[been applied to her templet and fiape of 
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aeek, wUhbdfc efffettitig toy improvement in 
the vision. 

“ The application of extract of belladonna 
to the eyebrow* produced its usual effects. 
The system was affected slightly by mer- 
cury, and purgatives administered without 
any beneficial effect. Blisters were then 
applied to her temples, and one grain of 
Strychnine sprinkled on their surfaces. This 
application was continued till it occasioned 
Considerable vertigo, headach, tremours, &c. 
Vision rapidly improved under the above 
treatment, which was at different times re- j 
pealed with the same success, so that on I 
July gtftb, the spheVe of vision in the right 
eye was restored to almost its natural size, 
and the appearance of musca volitantes re- 
moved. The visus reticulatus in the left 
eye had likewise almost completely dis- 
appeared. Had no pain in the eyeballs, or 
headach, and she Whs dismissed cured.” 

Notwithstanding the apparent safety of 
this application, we still think that Dr. 
Shorn has Underrated its dangers. There 
are many poisons, it is well known,, which 
act with much more deadly energy when 
applied to a bleeding surface, than when 
taken into the stomach or great intestines. 
This has been especially noticed with re- 
gard to wounds of instruments poisoned by 
the juices of the Upas anliag, and other 
plants closely allied to the Strychnoa nux 
vomica, from which the strychnine is ob- 
tained; even in Dr. Shortt’s esses some 
approach to their peculiar effects was ob- 
served, though never, as we before observed, 
amounting to serious or alarming indica- 
tions. On this point we do not think Dr. 
Sbortt has sufficiently dwelt, and we there- 
fore 'think it necessary to advise Such prac- 
titioners aa would imitate his treatment, to 
be especially cautious never to apply the 
strychnine but to a suppurating surface, and 
to disturb the granulations as little as pos- 
sible while renewing tbeir dressings. 

. In conclusion, we have to notice another 
coincident corroboration of Dr. Corrigan’s 
opinions, namely, the brief memoir of Dr. 
William Stokes and Mr. Hart on this subject. 
It appears that about the same time that 
Dr. Corrigan remarked the Uon-synchronism 
of pulse and impulse, that Dr. Wm. Stokes 
made the same observation, and, assisted by 
Mr. Hart, submitted the matter to experi- 
mental investigation. Tire result of this 
mquirjr waS, that, without aby knowledge of 
for. Corrigan’s Opinions, they sent their con- 
clusions to the a blue journal” for publication, 


which Conclusions we subjoin, and which 
were just in time to be committed to press. 
Just as the whole impression was struck 
off. Dr. Corrigan’s paper appeared, and 
Messrs. Stokes and Hart immediately wrote 
to the editors, requesting tlie suppression 
of their article ; but this being, under the 
circumstances, utterly impossible, the me- 
moir now stands an almost irresistible proof 
ef the truth of Dr. Corrigan’s views on this 
important subject. We present our readers 
with the Conclusions ef these gentlemen in 
their own words : — 

“ 1st. That in a state of health the bn- 
poise of the heart precedes that of the arte- 
ries. 

“ fd. That the in tercel between tbeim- 
pulse Of the heart and the putae in the arte- 
ries is in the direct ratio of the t distance ef 
the vessels from the centre of the oivsala- 
tion. Thus tlm interval between the im- 
pulse of the heart and that of the nrteria ia- 
mominata is often so slight as to he scarcely 
perceptible ; the poise of the carotid pre- 
sents n longer interval* and sc *n with the 
rest. 

“ 3d. The pulsations of arteries hi differ * 
eat perm of the body, bet at equal dmtauees 
from the heart, ate synchronons. Thus 
between the pulaatiens of the femoral and 
I the redial artery, as felt at tha wrist, no 
differe nce could he observed. 

“ 4th. The greater the distance the longer 
will he the interval ; thus the pulsations of 
tbs radial artery alweye precede those of 
thetibial. 

“ 3th. That, although the actual pulsa- 
tions depend on the systole of the left ven- 
tricle, yet the diastole ef the vessels does 
not occur synchronously in all parts of tbs 
body, but is progressive. 

“ All these observations ace mast easily 
made on a healthy adult subject, whose 
heart is acting slowly, but St the same time 
strongly.” 

We congratulate Dr. Corrigan sincerely 
on the corroboration thus afforded to his 
talented, original, and dteply'-interestfag 
opinions. Dr. W. Stokes is known to be 
the m09t’ accomplished atethoacoplst in 
Britain, and Mr. Hart's reputation as an 
anatomist and experimentalist, is also en- 
tirely unrivalled. To ns further confirma- 
tion appears totally superfluous, and we 
shall accordingly, in a subsequent number, 
devote a sufficient portion ef our pages te 
the consideration of the new diagnostic and 
pathological data which Dr. Coitigad'i re- 
searches have thus supplied. 
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LEPRA VULGARIS. 

Thomas Marigold, *tat. 21, admitted 
into - — Ward under Mr. Vincent, 25th of 
September, 1830. 

. The scalp, trunk, and extremities, are 
thickly covered with a scaly eruption, vary- 
ing in intensity in different situations on the 
thorax, loins, and flexures of the great 
joints ; it forms one general uninterrupted 
coating of a deep-red colour, and sprinkled 
with small whitish scales ; the skin is stiff 
and wrinkled, and from its dryness, causes 
considerable uneasiness, on the motion of 
the respiratory muscles. On the thigh and 
arms the spots are more distinct, strictly 
oircular, varying in size from a quarter of 
an inch to an inch in diameter ; in some 
places the spots are entirely covered with 
scales ; in others, in which partial desquama- 
tion has taken place, the margins alone are 
scaly, and the centres of a deep-red colour. 

He states that the disease is of sixteen 
years' duration, and appeared at first in the 
form of' minute scales of the scalp, and 
spots over the trunk and extremities ; since 
then the eruption has progressively in- 
creased, and though occasionally rather less 
in quantity, has never for any period been 
entirely absent. He lias been, before ad- 
mission, subjected to various plans of treat- 
ment without relief, especially to a course 
of the liquor arsenicalis about twelve months, 
since which he thinks the disease has been 
rather aggravated. 

His previous health has been good, and his 
functions are generally well performed, but 
his bowels are habitually costive ; his tongue 
on admission wus foul hut inoist ; skin natu- 
ral ; and be states that sweating is readily 
induced by exercise or warmth. His graud- 
fatlier, father, and brothers, have all been 
affected in the same way. There is no evi- 
dence of any syphilitic contamination. 

Since, admission he has been treated with 
mercurials uud the wajrm-bath, hut as yet no 
improvement has taken place ; on the con- 
trary the eruptiou appears, Sept. 30, rather 
increased, and no additional desquamation 
has taken place. 

October 6. Some tenderness of the gums ; 
no change of symptoms. 

“ Habt. pil. hydr ., gr. v, mane et veapere 
desceudatim balneum tep.” To have soda 
water and milk diet. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 

FATAL CASE OF ERYSIPELAS IN A DEBILI- 
TATED SUBJECT. 

. Francis Warren, astat. 27, admitted 
March 31, 1830, a gentleman’s valet, has 


lived rather freely, but has generally had 
good health. During the wet weather, some 
weeks back, he got his feet very wet, but 
felt no inconvenience until about seven 
days ago, when his throat became sore, 
which occasioned difficulty in , swallowing. 
On Sunday evening (March 29th) he ob- 
served his throat much swelled externally, 
just under the base of the lower jaw at the 
right side ; the next morning he felt exceed- 
ingly unwell, and he was obliged to keep 
his bed ; in the afternoon he fouud his right 
ear red and swollen, and suffered a burning 
pain in the part ; the redness gradually 
spread over the right side of the face and 
some part, of the neck. 

On his admission, the right side of the 
face and nose were uniformly of o dingy- 
red colour; the redness extended about 
half way down the neck ; the pain be suf- 
fered was of a pungent kind ; the parts 
were much swelled, especially beneath the 
base of the right side of the lower jaw ; the 
ear was vesicated. He complains of diffi- 
culty of swallowing, but has no headach, 
or any other mark of increased action in the 
brain ; surface of the body heated ; pulse 
110, soft and oppressed ; tongue much fur- 
red ; his bowels had been freely opened by 
jalap, which he took of his own accord. 
The patient was seen by Mr. Guthrie in the 
morning ; was ordered to take antim. tartar, 
gr. vi, pulv. ipecac. 3j, immediately, and 
afterwards calomel, gr. x, to act freely on 
the bowels, and to follow it with a mixture 
of liq. aminon. acetatis. Dr. Hoe saw him 
afterwards, and the man was taken in under 
the physician's care. Dr. Roe ordered 
hirudines no. xii, faucibus externis, warm- 
bath fomentations, and hydr. submur. gr. v, 
pulv. jalap gr. x. He was not put into the 
bath on account of the depression which he 
manifested. 

10 p.m. The redness of the face less ; 
swelling somewhat reduced, but the itifiam- 
mation had extended further on the neck to 
the left side; pulse weaker than it was in 
the morning. 

April 1. He is this morning very low; 
pulse 120, and feeble; vomits frequently, 
and answers questions in a low toue of 
voice. The redness, which is of a paler 
hue, now occupies the ear, the whole of the 
right side of the face and neck, extending 
to the left side, and also to the breast; the 
surface is not vesicated. He passed a very 
restless night, talked incoherently, and was 
purged by the powder. Ordered, by Mr. 
Edwards, a tablespoonful of brandy occa- 
sionally, and to take the following 

Con f, aromat . 311 ; 

Sp. amm. aromat . 3 iv ; 

Decoct, cinchon. ^i, 3* 4tis horis. 
Tbe inflamed surface to be powdered with 
flour. 
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10p.m. Poise 140; excessively feeble; 
has great difficulty of swallowing; the neck 
more swollen. 

App. emp. hjttee caUo . 

Continue the brandy. 

April 2. Has passed a bad night ; he took 
his brandy regularly during the night, which 
he say 8 composed him for a time ; the parts 
are not so much swelled, nor so red; com* 
plains of great soreness of his throat and 
inability to swallow ; voice scarcely audible; 
there is a great discharge of muco-purulent 
matter from the eyes and nose ; pupils di- 
lated ; tongue dry, chopped, and brown 
pulse 126; has more fever ; vomiting some- 
what subsided ; bowels not opened since 
yesterday morning. 

Cap. hydr. submur. gr. v ; 

Pulv. rhei , gr. xv, statim . 

Four p.m. The powder opened the bowels 
freely ; surface of the body much heated ; 
pulse has risen; it is now firm and fuller, 
beating about 100 in a minute ; complains 
of not being able to swallow, from the 
great collection of mucus in the throat; 
external inflammation diminished. Omit 
the brandy. Continue medicamenta. 

Gargarisma ex liq. potass, liq . amtnon . 
a a. 511. Aqua lb i. 

10 p.m. Not so well ; pulse 120, an^l 
very feeble ; surface oool ; countenance anx- 
ious, and he talks incoherently. 

April 3, 10 a.m. The nurse state* he was 
very restless all night, was affected with 
delirium, and she could not get him to take 
his medicine. The external inflammation 
has quite disappeared without vesication; 
internal fauces more affected ; is delirious 
at times; the patient is more debilitated; 
pulse 130, very feeble ; bowels not open 
Since yesterday evening. 

Appl. emp . lylta nuch . Hydr . submur., 
,1 gr. x, statim. 

Apply fomentation to the face, in order 
to restore the superficial inflammation. 

Two a.m. Ordered by the physician to 
discontinue all the remedies hitherto exhi- 
bited, and to be immersed immediately in a 
warm bath, and to take the following : 

Decoct, aloes, ^ss, 0. h. donee t alvus 
respond. 

Amman, carbon . ji ; 

Aq. menth . pip. y ^vi. M. ft. haukt. 

Cujus cap . Jss, 4 tis horis * 

Enema commun . injic. stat. 

The warm bath was not used, and Dr. 
Roe ordered it to be postponed until seven 
p.m. At that time the patient was in a 
state of great depression ; pulse frequent and 
weak ; surface of the body cold, especially 
at the extremities. When the ammonia 
draught was administered, the patienc was 
almost thrown into convulsions, by the suf- 
fering which the attempt at swallowing so 


strong a stimulant excited ; the porter of 
deglutition, however, was previously so 
much impaired, that he was incapable of 
swallowiog, without great difficulty, even 
the aloetie draught. The ammonia mixture 
was now diluted, and the patient succeeded 
in swallowing a little, but this produced so 
much disturbance that it could not be re- 
peated. 

As the patient’s vital force was rapidly 
ebbing, it became necessary to apply sti- 
muli of some sort, and the apothecary ac- 
cordingly had brandy administered in arrow- 
root, and fomentations assiduously applied 
to the pan ; the patient's difficulty of deglu- 
tition, however, prevented any great quan- 
tity of brandy being given. A great quan- 
tity of black fetid mutter was ejected from 
the bowels. 

Nine p.m. Dr. Roe visited the patient; 
the brandy to be continued, as well as the 
fomentation. 

Ten p.m. The superficial inflammation 
appearing to decrease, the surface Was cover- 
ed with mustard plaster, which remained 
on for some time; Fomentations were after- 
wards resumed, and the patient was well 
covered up with blankets, and an injeetioh 
of brandy, laudanum, and tinct. assafoetid. 
With gruel, was tlitortn up the recftdm, but 
not retained.' . . 

The patifeht was petsuaded t4 take df 
the liq. op. sed'ativ; ou lump-sugar, atid it is 
supposed* the greater part Of it found its way 
into the stomach ’; the Swfhee, however, was 
8 till cold, and the patient' oflbfefl the most 
riolefit resistance to every attempt at giving 
stimulants, in consequence of the pain the 
act Of ; swallowing eicited. These appfida- 
tions Wete continued from ten till two o’ clock 
a.m. At this time Mr. E. introduced, with 
some difficulty, a gum-elastic tube into the 
oesophagus, and injected by this means Jvj 
of brandy, miied with hot water; qualified 
with sugar and spices. The temperature 
of the patient at this time was a little aug- 
mented, but the pulse unimproved . In con- 
sequence of the restlessness of the patient, 
a difficulty was experienced in making the 
fomentation efficient, and about twelve 
o'clock a large poultice was applied over the 
whole inflamed surface of the head and face. 

Two o’clock a.m. The patieht evinced a 
disposition to rest,- which was attributed to 
the effect of the opium, and he was con- 
sequently left, with appropriate directions, 
to the care of the nurse. He afterwards 
continued in a quiet state, and no change 
was evident to the nurse until near seven 
in the morning, when he expired without a 
struggle. 

The patient had formerly suffered a good 
deal from syphilis, both in its primary and 
secondary stages, and had been in the habit, 
up to the moment of his admission into the 
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liouse, of taking daily quantities of opium. 
The post-mortem examination exhibited a 
highly-diseased state of the larynx, espe- 
cially at its upper parts, the natural charac- 
ters of the . glottis, epiglottis, and chordae 
Tocales, being nearly obliterated. A high 
state of inflammation existed in the pharynx 
and internal fauces. 


ROYAL WESTERN OPHTHALMIC 
HOSPITAL. 

GONORRIKEAL OPHTHALMIA. 

James Half, a?tat. 21, living at No. 2, 
Kendal’s Mews, George Street, Portman 
Square, was admitted Thursday, April 1st, 
having gonorrhoeal ophthalmia. Contracted 
gonorrhoea three weeks since, and has suf- 
fered from ardor urine and discharge from 
the urethra for about fourteen days. Has 
taken balsam of copaiba, and lost the run- 
ning and other symptoms on Friday last. 
On the Saturday, and the early part of Sun- 
day, he considered himself quite well, hut 
towards the evening he suffered from slight 
irritution at the inner corner of the right 
eye, but wes entirely free from pain till the 
Monday evening; ha then complained of 
a burning pain in the eye, suffered some in- 
convenience from light, and peroeived the 
upper lid to be swollen* This continued to 
incresse during the night, and on the fol- 
lowing morning was attended with a copious 
clear discharge. During the day the pain 
and swelling increased, and towards evening 
the discharge became thicker. He passed a 
bad night, suffering from great pain ; was 
gradually becoming worse on the Wednes- 
day, aud presented himself this morning for 
relief. There is considerable swelling of 
both lids, especially the upper one ; great 
inflammation of the conjunctiva and che- 
mosis, so that the cornea appears quite de- 
pressed, but it is perfectly clear, and the pu- 
pil is regular. Complains of increase of pain 
m the eyelids and eye towards evening, or 
on exposure to light ; sight of this eye very 
dim. He has hud gonorrhoea before, with- 
out any affection of the eye ; is nolt aware of 
having transferred any of the morbid matter 
from the urethra to the eye. Had three 
leeches applied last night, but without any 
relief. His pulse is regular, tongue slightly 
furred, bowels confined, 

A large quantity of the fresh-made, or 
strongest, nitrate of silver ointment was 
applied to the eye by Mr. Guthrie, and the 
lids then gently rubbed, so that it might be 
diffused equally over the conjunctiva. He 
was then cupped on the temple tp twenty 
ounces, aud ordered to foment the eye con- 
stantly. 

Hydr. tubm ., gr. v. h. 8. 

Puiv. jalap., c. 3i. mane* 


April 2* The ointment censed consider- 
able pain in the head and eye* which was, 
however, entirely removed by the cupping. 
Passed a good night ; suffers no pain now 
in the head, and but little in the eyej; 
Bowels well acted on by the medicine ; 
tumefaction of the lids greatly reduced; 
chemosis leas, cornea dear, pupil regular ; 
discharge continues, and it of a thicker 
character; on the whole, great improve- 
ment. The application of the ointment was 
repeated in moderate quantity at twelve 
o’clock. 

3. Waa very easy last night, and free 
from pain ; can open the eyelids himself, 
and see a little with the eye ; the chemoais 
is less, but the cornea not so transparent as 
it ought to be, and the iris is slightly affect- 
ed ; has no pain in the brow ; discharge still 
great. The ointment repeated ; to he well 
purged, aud cupped to twelve ounces in the 
evening. 

4. Slept well, and bad not any pain in the 
night; discharge less; can open the eye 
better* the upper lid being much less swell- 
ed ; less chemosis ; cornea shows signs of 
commencing ulceration in the centre. Says 
that he feels greatly better in every way. 
Ointmeut applied, and twelve ounces of 
blood taken from the temple. 

Hcmst . aper . 

5. Better in every respect. The oint- 
ment and purgative medicines repeated. 

6. Has passed a good night ; less pain and 
uneasiness ; can now open the eye easily ; 
ulceration has ceased to spread ; chemosis 
whiter and diminished ; cornea more trans- 
parent ; discharge very much diminished ; 
pupil dilated ; iris a little discoloured. 

Hep. unguentum ; 

Capiat hydr . submur ., gr.ij. sextishorUi 

Ung. hydrar 353. illin . fronti 0 • n. 

7 . Feels better, and is so iu every re- 
spect; the ulcer is flat and broad, hut not 
deep, and is slightly opaque. To continue 
all the medicines. 

8. Ulcer presents the same appearance, 
with the exception of slight increase of 
opacity ; bowels open 5 mouth unaffected ; 
complains of slight superficial pain. 

Rep. med. et wig. 

9. Has liad a good night ; is entirely free 
from pain, and the discharge has ceased. 
Pupil natural; iris discoloured, and acts 
sluggishly ; ulcer appears rather deepeir, and 
there is some increase of redness at the 
lower part of the conjunctiva ; mouth rather 
sore ; slight salivation. 

Omitt. pil. 

Hep. ung. arg. nitr, 

10. Slept well last night, and is quite free 
from pain ; pupil rather dilated ; iris natu- 
ral ; ulcer has not spread ; the inflamma- 
tion of the conjunctiva and chemoismuch 
the same as yesterday* Says that his ays 
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feel 0 eatier tarday than since hi* adjqisaion. 
Mouth still sore. 

C. e . a d Jxij. 

Pulv. jalap, c. 51, statim rumen. 

OmiUe alia. 

11 . Slight discharge of cold water from 
the eye, but do purulent matter ; ulcer io 
the cornea is in the same state. 

Ung. arg. nitr . 

12. Empl. canth . nucha. 

13. No pain ; sight very little impaired. 

Lotio aluminis. 

14. Improving. 

Ung. arg . nitr. 

Pulv. jalap., c. 51 . 

15. Free from pain ; no discharge ; in- 
flammation of the conjunctiva disappearing ; 
ulcer healing. 

Gull. arg. nitr., gr. iv ad Ji. 

16. Ung. arg. nitr. 

27. The nitrate-of-ailver ointment has 
been repeated regularly every other dav 
since the last date, and be is now well 
epough to return to his occupations. The 
slightest possible opacity only remaips where 
the ulcer of the cornea was, and that does 
not in the least interfere with his sight.— 
Med. and Phys. Jour . 


BOROUGH SCHOOLS. 

The whole machinery of lecturing, demon- 
strating, and “ walking round,’’ is in motion 
in the Borough. For whose advantage the 
wheels will chiefly work, whether mostly 
for that of the teachers, the pupils, or ih? 
patients, the end of the session will best 
show. 

The introductory lectures were well at- 
tended by the new. pupils, who are gradu- 
ally settling themselves according to their 
tastes. Mr. Grainger has a good class, and 
has engaged a new demonstrator, who was 
much wanted last season, and who appears 
to possess the talent and industry necessary 
for the office. Dr. Gordon Smith read an 
introductory lecture on medical jurispru- 
dence on Monday evening, which was 
listened to with great attention. 

On Tuesday Mr. Key operated on two 
boys, aged, each of them, about thirteen 
years. The first case was attended with 
some difficulties. The operator employed 
the straight staff, and made the incisions as 
usual. A gush of urine followed the in- 
cision into the bladder. After repeated at- 
tempts to extract the stone, a small portion 
was broken off, in consequence, as Mr. Key 
said, of his inability to seise the stone beyond 
its axis, from the strong contraction of the 
bladder. A little warm water, however, 
having been injected, the operator succeed- 
ed in extracting the whole calculus, which 


was of the mulberry kind, and o£ irregular 
shape. The operation io the second case 
was performed with great celerity and 
adroitness ; very little more than a qiinute 
was occupied from the firat iocisioo. The 
urchin made a very great outcry at the com- 
mencement of this tetrible operation, but io 
a few seconds recovered sufficiently from 
the agony into which the process had 
thrown him, to exclaim, ** b— — your eyes, 
make baate.” 

Mr. B. Cooper, on the same morning, 
performed the operation for popliteal aneu- 
rism on a man atat. circiltr 35, in a cool 
and careful manner. The pulsation in the 
tumour ceased immediately on the applica- 
tion of the ligature. 

It is impossible to regard the crowded 
state of the floor of the theatre during opflv 
rations, without regret. With so many gen* 
tlemen at the elbow of the surgeon, the pu- 
pils have not the least chance of seeing the 
various steps of the different operations. 

Mr. Morgan has this season adopted the 
plan of placing the name of the disease 
above the bed of each of his patients. 


HOPITAL DE LA CHARITfi. 

STAPHYLORAPHE, FOLLOWED 1Y DEATH. 

A youno girl, who had from birth been 
affected with divided palate, was, on the 
28th of August, operated on by M. Roux. 
On the evening she was suddenly seized 
with a violent pain in the throat, with 
cough, and all the symptoms of violent 
pneumonia, which proved fatal on the eighth 
day. The post-mortem examination was 
unfortunately opposed by the parents; and it 
is accordingly doubtful whether the cose 
was one of bsonchitis or pneumonia. M. 
Roux, however, caodidly admits, that the 
operation is to be considered as the cause 
of the fatal result. He has performed the 
operation fifty-one times, with various suc- 
cess, but never lost a patient before. In 
one case, where the operation was twice 
performed during six months, bronchitis 
came on after each operation, and thus 
hindered its success ; the inflammatory af- 
fection was, however, subdued.— Juan. 
Franf. 


LONDON HOSPITAL. 

HR. HEADIKOTON AND SIR WM. BLIZARD. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — As pupils of Mr. Headington, we 
think an apology quite needless for the in- 
trusion of a few remarks in your publics- 
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tion, relative to the foul and malicious letter I Quackery. — “In the year 1782, that 


signed W. A. Walford, which appeared in 
The Lancet of the ‘ 25tli of September. 
We distinctly notice the term “ degradation” 
applied to our worthy and upright teacher, 
Mr. Heading ton, and would ask the author 
of the base aspersion, in what way and man- 
ner that gentleman has degraded himself. 
Is it because he differs in opinion from W. 
A. Walford, and stands opposed to a medi- 
cal gentleman as coroner? We flatter our- 
selves, that Mr. W. A. Walford’ s ignoble 
soul can find no other cause for the asperity 
of language contained in almost every line 
of his letter. W e would tell Mr. W. A. 
Walford, that in this age of liberty, no man 
has a right to defame the character of ano- 
ther, merely because he holds a different 
opinion, and that the attack on Mr. Head- 
ington proves the author’s mind at once 
pitiful and mean, and deserving the utmost 
contempt. Though pupils of Mr. Heading- 
ton* we are not ashamed to acknowledge 
publicly, that had we possessed a voice at 
the late election, it would have been in 
favourof a medical coroner ; and although 
this difference of opinion may exist between 
the worthy surgeon and ourselves, yet we 
feel a pride in being under the tuition of 
such a master. We cannot refrain from 
noticing at the same time the hostile feeling 
expressed by Mr. W. A. Walford towards 
the venerable Sir Wm.Blizard, and in reply 
to this part of his letter, we would sincerely 
wish that every member of our profession 
may possess at the advanced age of ninety- 
two years the same soundness of mind and 
intellect still developed in Sir William’s 
character, proving, 

“ If such the eve, how great the mom has 
been.’* 

London Hospital, Sept. 27th, 1830. 

John Richards. A. Barnett 

W. J. Little J. Emery 

J. S. Darby J. L. Clarke 

T. S. Robertson W. C. Vaudrey 

S. Welch Horatio Blomfield 

Kichatd Prior S. Swinnerton 

J. Crocome Philip Havens 

L. Lewis James Wallace 

F. S. Frost William Ponder 

Richard Tidmarsh G. F. White 

Thos. Llewellyn C. H. Bennett 

John Rogerson W. S. Glanvill 

R. Jas. Howad T. Dyer 

W. J. Moore C. E. Garmun 

R. E. DavieB G. N. Watson 

J. K. Parkinson N. F. Simmons 

G. T. Glisson S. Nicholson 

Thos. A. N.Purton RobeTt Mateby 

Thos. Barnett Geo. Hayward. 


extraordinary empiric of modern days, Dr. 
Graham, appeared in London. Among the 
furniture of Dr. Graham’s temple *was a 
celestial bed, which, he pretended, wrought 
miraculous effects on those Whb"*qpyfeed in 
it; lie demanded for its use during one 
night, one hundred pounds, and such is the 
folly of wealth that several personages of 
high rank accejfe^ t0 his term*.” — Hone's 
Table Book . ' . ^ v 1 ■ 


TQ CORRESPONDENTS. 

We cannot advise A Gentleman whose 
letter is dated from Southampton, to place 
his child under the care of the gentleman to 
whom he has referred. We know nothing 
of bis talents, but bis habits seem to be 
rather quackish. 

If Mr. J. M. Walker of South Shields will 
get his drawing executed with more care, 
we shall be happy toinseit a sketch from it. 
The foot should be fore -shortened. It 
ought to be copied by* an artist. 

A fVest-end Student . Certainly. Mr. 
Kino held the office of house-surgeon in the 
Hotel Dieu, and he is particularly well 
qualified for teaching the principles and 
practice of surgery. 

Delta , of Alnwick. Reply to question 
first, — Yes. Second question, — Two winter 
sessions of six months each. Third ques- 
tion, — With the exceptions he mentions, not 
less than 130/. 

If fV, JV.y on liis arrival in London, will 
call at The Lancet Office, 210, Strand, he 
Shall receive the fullest information on the 
Subjects mentioned in his letter dated 
Sept. 10th. 


BOOKS FOR REVIEW. 

A Practical Treatise on the Diseases of 
the Eye. By William Mackenzie, Lec- 
turer on the Eye in theUniver. of Glasgow, 
and one of the Surgeons to the Glasgow 
Infirmary. London, Longman. 1830. 8vo. 

pp. 861. 

A Demonstration of the Nerves of the 
Human Body, consisting of Four Parts; 
Part I. The cervical and thoracic portions 
of the sympathetic, and the nerves of the 
thoracic viscera; Part II. The lumbar and 
sacral portions of the sympathetic and the 
nerves of the abdominal viscera ; Part III. 
The cerebral nerves ; Part IV. The spinal 
nerves. By Joseph Swan. Part I. Price 
two guineus. Loudon, Longman and Co. 
Imperial folio. Eight Plates. 
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INTRODUCTORY LECTURE 

ON 

MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 

DELIVERED AT 

The Theatre in Webb Street, Tuesday, 
October 5th . 

By JOHN GORDON SMITH, M.D. &c. 

I am of opinion, that the object of an 
introductory lecture ie frequently misnnder- 
stood, not only on the part of the audience, 
baton that, Ukewise, of the author. It is 
wrong to expect, and still more to attempt, 
the communication of details ; and it is ad- 
visable to avoid, if possible, the illustration 
of particular points ; for the attention should 
be directed to general and comprehensive 
views of the utility and importance of the 
study upon which the parties are about to 
enter. It is my impression, therefore, that 
we shall do better upon the present occa- 
sion, by indulging even in something of an 
excursive nature, than if I were to offer a 
formal and systematic account of the busi- 
ness which will come before us hereafter. 
That I purpose to enter upon while the class 
is forming, and, in the execution of suoh an 
attempt, to submit (at our next meeting) 
an outline of the topics which it will be our 
duty to investigate, as well as of the order 
in which it is my design to bring them 
forward. 

Gentlemen, — It is but a short time since 
one of the most distinguished members of 
our legislative body asked me, what was 
meant by medical jurisprudence 1 Were 
such a question to be put now, one might, 
with tolerable safety (though certainly not 
with perfect politeness) refer the inquirer I 
to the bill-stickers of London and Middle- j 
sex. To some in my situation, it might j 
appear to be a dream, or merely a picture 
drawn in the imagination — that a branch ! 
of medical study, unrecognised by any of 
the medic a l authorities in this kingdom, 

No. 3T2. 


should have raised such a ferment in society 
as we have just seen it do ; should have 
roused the attention of men of all classes ; 
should have caused the assembling of 50,000 
sensible and well-oouducfted persons, for no 
other purpose than to listen with esgernsas 
to one of our profession, while he described 
tbs nature, the vital importance, even 1 
may aay, the political importance of medical 
juritprudence ; should have induced the 
expenditure of 10,000/. or 12,000/., and led 
to a trial of intellectual strength and moral 
influence, between the mighty profession of 
the law, and the modest pretensions of the 
sons of Aesculapius. Yes, gentlemen, all 
this, and much more than this, has been 
already accomplished, and there is yet more 
to be done in pursuit of the particular ob- 
ject, concerning which there may have oc- 
curred a difficulty, but it is almost unneces- 
sary to inform you, that there has been no 
defeat. I have said that all this might, to 
some standing in a situation similar to that 
which I now occupy, appear to be a vision, 
an unreal thing ; but I foresaw it long ago ; 
and although many of my friends are ready 
to testify that mv own expectation aa to 
participating in the advantages had long 
been faint enough, they are able also to de- 
clare, tbat my language on the subject of 
others reaping where certainly it had been 
my task to sow, had all along been confident 
and convincing. 

In the coarse of those unusual studies to 
which for many years my attention haa been 
prominently directed, I began to diacoyer 
what, while deroted to the ordinary duties 
of my professioo, I had overlooked — that 
there were many and some very greet ano- 
malies in medicine. Perhaps my want of 
attention was chiefly, if not entirely, owing 
to the circumstance of my early professional 
life haying been spent at a distance from the 
scene of those abuses, aad under circum- 
stances which precluded their encroachment 
where I was— I mean in the hospitals of the 
trmy. But I had not long returned to the 
ursoit of professional literature, and to 
abits of association with my professional 
brethren, before I observed some of these 
defeota existing in a moat glaring and preju- 
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dicial manner— ^prejudicial even to the true 
interests of those in whom I thought they 
were even most conspicuous. More parti- 
cular allusions it is not my intention at pre- 
sent to make ; and yo^ will consider it mor|? 
interesting, as'wt-ll more toertiueat to the 
occasion, if l^g© on td idforrn you that, a* 1 
made progress in this line of observation, I 
began to discover a sure and certain method 
of correcting every-thing, or, at least, of 
making medicine as perfect as any-thing 
human (if it be not more than human, which 
for one, I consider that it is), any-thing 
confided to human management is capable of 
becoming; and this 1 saw was to be done 
by medical jurisprudence. And now, 
gentlemen, medical jurisprudence is at 
work; it has done! it is still doing. It 
wanted but a station, and that station it has 
got. From that fetation all the powers of 
earth cannot now inove it. Our fo rcfe is 
mightv, and shall prevail. 

Before going farther, let me tell those 
young friends, to form an intimate acquaint- 
ance with whom, by joining their respected 
teachers in the pleasirig duty of pointing out 
their truest interests, and securing their 
future welfare, is the purpose of my coming 
here : let mb SndeaVour to tell them of 
something that has been done for them 
within the fort past months ; and I shall 
introduce the subject by quoting the first 
paragraph of a letter I have recently re- 
ceived from one of the greatest, if net the 
greatest, of the philosophical physicians 
notf adorning the profession*. This gentle- 
man expresses himself as follows : 

“ Sept. 28, 1830. 

“My deaf Sif, — On your account, as well 
as on account of the community' at large, T 
rejoiced in the decision of the Apothecaries’ 
Company respecting medical jurisprudence. 
It will, I am persuaded*, give a new aspect 
to medical inen when they appear before 
the public ; and it will improve their reason- 
ing powers, which certainly will give to 
them a new aspect at the bed-side.” 

Such Is the opinion of' a grefet nhm, of a 
good man, of a celebrated physician, with 
Whose name I would make you acquainted, 
hut for the circumstance of the communica- 
tion which contains this passage not being 
intended to meet the public ear.' If, how- 
ever, I know any-thing of him, I know this, 
that he would not refiiso the sanction of hi it 
name, or the full exorcise of his bear ser- 
vices, were public benefit to bfe thereby 
tomoted, or professional respectability en- 
anCed. ; 

And what, it may now he asked, is this 
advantage which, within a few months, has 
been reaped by the young members of, or 
ispi rants to, the profession? Why, geh- 
tlemen, some of your anxious and indus- 
trious seniors have dome' more in the course 


of that brief space to render your prospects, 
as medical men, inviting, than has been 
achieved since the revival at least of letters, 
and the admission of physic to the level of a 
scientific and liberal pursuit. We are no 
lopger behipd the clergy, fn*d we ' have 
already taken bur place by *1the side of the 
lawyers. It used to be divinity, law, and 
physic ; it will soon be arranged in another 
manner ; and, ere I die, I confidently expect 
to see our noble occupation standing at least 
as high in the estimation of the worthy, as 
the sacred functions of the priest. So was 
it among the dignified sages of antiquity; 
so was it with thfe Lord and Saviour of man- 
kind — he went about doing good, preaching 
righteousness, calling dll men to repentance 
and remission of sins, and exhibiting the 
sincerity of his designs, as well as the di- 
vine purity of his motives, by relieving suf- 
fering humanity — by healing the sick. These 
were bis ocoupatioas ; but we bear nothing 
of his countenance Or co-operation with legal 
proceedings, or any sort of litigation. Pro- 
perty he defeliued the possession of ; right! 
and privileges he never contended for; 
insults and injuries he not only ensured vrjth 
patience, but also forgave ; and he wrought 
miracles, — brought down the celestial powers 
to the aid of sinful mortals in order to alle- 
viate tlibse distresses which were sometimes 
the cotisequence of their own misconduct.' 
Such is, and ever has been, the true source 7 
of medical dignity ; and they who Toad 
sight of this splendid claim which our pro- 
fession has over almost every other, must 
pofesesa hut an imperfect knowledge of the 
privileges and advantages to which they 
mi gtit and ought to aspire. ' 

The duties of medical men have been 
hitherto performed in the secrecy of sick* 
chambers, or observed only in the wards of 
an hospital. It is hardly worth while f and 
shame be to us that it should be so) to 
quote tlie occasions upon which we have 
been' exhibited to the public. There aref 
passages in medical history, of which, for mj/ 1 
own part, I should be glad were if possible' 
to remain ignorant; and it has been tef 
me a painful task to give them more publi- 
city than others have been compelled to do f 
but painful as it has been to become ac- 
quainted with failures on the part of pre- 
decessorfe, and even of cotemporaries, f 
have gone through it with some degree of 
fortitude, because I was conscious that there 1 
was a remedy of easy application ; end Von’ 
are aware that no physiciau can appty rl 
remedy until he has acquired a competent 
knowledge of the disease. 

This reminds me that medicine li a word 5 
of more extensive Signification than it liaar 
been hitherto usual to assign it. Its long- 
established meaning seems to have beeu 
restricted to tbie ‘art' of -alleviating pain antf 
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curing diMMM ; bat, tm under this 
tatioa, a contemplation of the constituents 
of medicine it elmoet beyond the reocU of 
hnman intellect. The true pbysieisn it, in 
the opinion of all candid and enlightened 
men, the greatest benefactor to society, and 
the most respectable of the intellectual and 
cultivated orders. Clergymen have said so ; 
lawyers say it now ; poets and philosophers, 
to whose opinions the world has been accus- 
tomed most justly to defer, hare nog or 
promulgated this praise, in expressing which 
there could never have been an interested 
motive, and which are do not accept se a 
Compliment. You are all swara of the ex- 
tensive scope of medical education, even 
under the restrictions just spoken of. 1 
may, therefore, go over this ground in a 
speedy, and, comparatively, careless manner. 
None but the vilest quack can look society 
hr the fioe, professing even the minimum 
ef medical knowledge, unlese he can exhibit 
sease acquirements as a linguist and as s 
natural philosopher, besides a perfect ac- 
quaintance with the numeroue sciences 
which snore peculiarly belong to the medical 
art. When I speak of medicine, I desire it 
may be dearly understood that 1 make no 
distinction either between disesees occur- 
ring in particular parts of the body, or among 
those members of the profession who make 
a selection of the evils- they are competent 
most successfully to remedy. We have, it 
is true, s division of labour among ns; 
some sre catted physicians, sad others sur- 
geons; but the real physician is the man 
who can recognise tlisecse in whatever 
shape it may appear, or in whatever part of 
the body it may be displayed. • Let each a 
man be designated this or that, according to 
kw, or he entitled to any step according to 
usage in the scale of precedence, such a one, 
if a good man, stands in the brat rank of 
real worth and excellence. 

Gentlemen, I am a friend to order, and 
I approve of distinctions in society. Any- 
thing of this nature which may belong to 
myqdf I am aufieieatly proud of, and will 
not pert with. After much up-hill work, 1 
do- not feel disposed to come down ; but it 
my position be one of eminence, 1 invite 
til rightly -disposed candidates for ad mis 
sion into the profestionto come up and as*o- 1 
mate themselves with me. Thsre is room 
enough, and to spare ; and allow me to add, 
that if the rising generation of medical ineu 
encounter degradation or grovel in the dust, 
the fault will be their own. The brat duty 
of a medical studept is to make himself tbo 
roughly acquainted with the fundamental 
breeches of education upon which medicine 
is bulk. -A* belonging to these I may spe- 
cify anatomy, both human and comparative ; 
p hysMogy t, chemistry, classical ititrature f 
natural pdi/se ydy, and asm any ef qfhgt erg 


called aeeempHshmenis as he esu acquire. 
Having laid this foundation, be will enter 
with advantage on the investigation of the 
nature of diseases, and bod it an easy matter 
to form an soqusiutance with remedies. Hq 
will even be delighted ou discovering the 
facility with which he can do good by the 
practical experiments which be may safely 
undertake; he will iad that those very 
events which have established the imperial** 
able feme of so many eminent men, sre in- 
cessantly soliciting (if I may use the expres- 
sion) himself to do es they have done to and 
fere as they have fared ; in short, there is 
no person whom I now address who has if 
not in hie power to become the Wppoerales, 
the Galen , the Hunter* or even the very 
Bacon of his own day. 

Such is a cursory reference to the ©on-, 
stitution tad character of tbs practising 
physician, t term under which I am anxious 
you should understand that I include all 
honourable members of the profession, 
whether they be designated doctors, sur- 
geons, or apothecaries, according to law. 
The times in which we live are so much 
altered — se much improved— -from those in 
which the greater pert of fewe sod usages 
affecting medical interests were instituted, 

| Chat these have become, in many instances, 

| sources of irritation, and absolute impedi- 
| meats to utility. Suck evils, however, most 
I inevitably correct themselves, sud some of 
them are even bow in progress of correc- 
tion. 

The greatest improvement of recent date 
which 1 con quote, hee emanated from a. 
body which deserves the gratitude of every 
well-wisher to our order, and will receive 
the acknowledgments of ntenvwbodo not 
belong to us. The Court of I&xsmiaer* of 
the Company of Apothecaries (the only 
breach of the profession which po m e sees *• 
legal power of directing what is to be at- 
tended to on the part of the medical student, 
in order to qualify him for practical duties), 
has added to the curriculum formerly pre- 
scribed to the candidates for their license, 
the branch which it has long been my object 
to teach, 't he importance of this to your- 
selves 1 have it not in my power to describe 
on the present occasion ; but it is evidently 
true that* if other bodies, whiob profess to 
have similar authority, do not follow this 
example, or, in other words, do not keep* 
pate with their progress, the license from 
A pothecaries’ Hail will signify that the pro- 
prietor w the best-educated member of his 
profession ; and the candidate will naturally 
hesitate about putting his friends to eo great 
an expense as must be incurred fox what, 
after ail, will be nothing. What, indeed, fe 
the state of the case now t The physicisus; 
par excellence, eo called-— the doctor in 
mediewer- considers the general aqd inter* 

He 
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ml diseases of the body to be quite enough doubt, valuable as subordinates or auxilia- 
forhim; and the surgeon keeps upon the riea ; but they are dangerous to the last 
outside, according to his own avowed pro- degree as prominent and reputedly sufficient 
tensions, though neither of them can avoid seminaries for professional education. .There 
crossing tbe path of the other;, and it is is little art in teaching. The talent for ini- 
impossible for any man to be either a. good parting knowledge is, in great measure, a 
physician or a good surgeon, who has not gift of nature ; that gift, however, must be 
an extensive knowledge of the duties of improved by assiduous application to fit the 
both. Then we have the accoucheur, who possessor for the peculiar business before 
says that the uterine system, and its de- him. In fact a man must be educated, or 
rangements, furnish enough for him to attend (what is the same thing, and indeed a better 
to. Others agaiu confine themselves to the thing) must educate himself for this busi- 
treatment of sore eyes; while a distinct ness. He must possess certain personal 
class finds ample occupation in the manage- qualifications, or, at least, be free from cer- 
ment of. the teeth. All this is honourable tain personal defects in the first instance ; 
cod advantageous, and the division of labour and upon this favourable foundation he may, 
is oue of the means of ensuring excellence, with great advantage and facility, raise a 
But besides these we have the general superstructure. But it may amuseyou, while 
practitioner, the apothecary, who professes it illustrates this point, if I quote an obser- 
sdl this, and not only so, but performs it; vation made by a very learned friend of 
cad why 1 To speak the honest truth, be- mine, and one who possesses, in a remark- 
cause he is very competent to it, and because able degree, the faculty of making every 
he must . London does not, and never will, body comprehend clearly what he under- 
eoatain more than a small proportion of the stands himself. We were conversing in a 
population of England and Wales, and in familiar manner, upon the motives and pre- 
the country we seldom bear either of the tensions of men in becoming lecturers, when 
physician or surgeon, while even in the my friend expressed himself to the following 
metropolis they are seldom resorted to in effect — “ It is quite an infatuation. If a 
the first instance. 1 am not, Gentlemen, man be remarkable for a disagreeable exte- 
prepared to go the length of saying, that rior, an unmannerly and ungentlemanly de- 
cuoh things are exactly as they should be— port meet, if he labour under a gross defect 
hat so they are, and it is our duty to turn or impediment, in his speech, and most 
their state to the best advantage. particularly, if . be do not understand - the 

This I am convinced of, that the body of English language, or the very elements of 
which I have just made, and ever shall, elocution, he is cure to conceive the notion 
make honourable mention, is alive to tbe im- of becoming a lecturer.” It may be said 
portanceof their responsibility to the state, that it signifies comparatively little how a 
and of their duty towards you. Let me re- mau imparts his knowledge, provided he 
cosunend to your careful consideration .the possesses it. .1 am of a different opinion, 
remarks prefixed to their recently-promul- »nd so are most of you. It is requisite 
ga ted regulations. These breathe a spirit that in those who undertake the duty of the 
worthy of upright men and medical philoso- teacher, whom the inexperienced alumnus 
phers, and upon one or two of them 1 cannot naturally regards with a sort, of reverential 
refrain from introducing an observation, eye, should present, in almost every re- 
They point, with expressions of disappro- spect, a model for ethical imitation ; and 
bation, to a system of tesebing which has now, Gentlemen, I shall leave yon in the 
been a degrading characteristic of too many possession of established professional ac- 
of the London medical schools ; places quirements, for the purpose of telling-you 
which would never have gone by such a something concerning an application pf 
name, had not inexperienced youth been these, to which I must suppose that you are 
doped into tbe measure of supporting them, as yet strangers. 

The evil, now so decidedly condemned by It is not my business to make, or to help to 
tbe sentence of authority, is that of one make, you anatomists, physiologists, or even 
man pretending to teaoh e very- thing ! Who physicians, in the enlarged and true sense 
can be sufficient for this 1 For my own part of the word. All that is admirably provided 
1 shall find enough to do in my own depart* for in tbe respective departments of those 
■nent, if I perform my duty in any ctegree able men with whom I am associated. I 
wren to my own satisfaction. It is impossi- am to point out to you the nature of certain 
ble for students to acquire true qualifies- public duties which, in your professional 
tides, where the means of instruction are capacity, you will be often required to dis- 
Kmited, I am, from honest conviction, charge. I am to make you, as far as I may 
formed after nearly thirty years’ observe- be able, and you shall be willing,, medical 
tion, decidedly hostile to these private un- jurists ; in order to become which, you must 
derttdrings in all branches of science, but first be made medical men, 1 profess to 
most especially in medicine. They are, no qualify yon for the honourable and impor* 
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taut task of vindicating- the honour of the 
profession to which you are about to belong, 
before an observant world, and under tbe 
most critical circumstances ; to show how it 
will be in your power to substantiate inno- 
cence, or direct the arm of justice where to 
fall upon the guilty ; to enable you, on many 
occasions, to protect reputation and pro- 
perty, and to maintain tbe peace and happi- 
ness of society. This is a grand scheme, 
hut far indeed from being an impracticable 
one. Often in the seclusion of my cheerless 
sick chamber, a place with which, in the 
middle of my preparations, it pleased Pro- 
vidence to render me painfully familiar, has 
the thought of what all this must lead to 
brought the tears into my eyes, and caused 
my heart so to palpitate, that I could not 
have uttered a word to my dearest friend. 
But that is, I trust, over ; and our duty is 
to apply vigorously, steadily, and patiently, 
to what is before us, out of which I cannot 
myself tell what will come. 

You are to be introduced to an acquaint* 
ance with medical jurisprudence, and more 
especially with that branch of it which we 
recognise under the title of forensic medi- 
cine. Medical j urisprudence is not the most 
eligible name by which the science at large 
ought to be known ; I should prefer calling 
it state, political, or public, medicine; but 
there is no occasion to be captious on this 
point. Under whatever general title we 
may prefer to designate it (and certainly 
medical jurisprudence is the most familiar 
to English ears), it comprehends two great 
divisions, which are known by the names of 
medical police, and forensic medicine. More 
precise ideas of their respective objects will 
be imparted to you hereafter ; I shall, 
therefore, now restrict myself to saying, that 
under medical police is comprehended, ] 
whatever information or assistance the medi- i 
cal man can give to the government of his 
country for the conservation of the general 
health of the community, and the removal 
of endemic or epidemic maladies. Upon 
the topics which more strictly belong to i 
this department, I believe there is no very 
material difference of opinion among tbe I 
members of our profession ; and I do not 
consider that there is an urgent necessity for 
entering upon the formal consideration of 
them at present. Medical police, therefore, 
though not to be overlooked, is not to form 
an ostensible or prominent object in our 
projected course of study. To that branch, 
consequently, designated forensic medicine, 
our attention will be more particularly turned; 
and it is pregnant with matters of the deep- 
est interest, not only to all of you, but to 
the community at large. It is that appli- 
cation of medical knowledge which brings 
the practitioner before his country, and in 
fact before the world, as the guide of tribu* 


| nals lor tbe administration of law aad jos* 
tice. - To the citisen in general the per* 
formance of so important a part is of tbe 
| most interesting nature, and to the medi* 
cal practitioner it is also of con sequence. 
Every-thing which he ought to hold dear in 
perhaps at stake, when be goes forward in 
the capacity of a medical witness ; and no 
wonder if, unacquainted with the proper 
method of discharging these duties, ha 
should falter, and even fail in the under* 

| taking. There is nothing of a nature at all 
parallel to the dread and insnfficieney wbieb 
have long clung to medical men upon those 
solemn and momentous occasions. It is a 
situation in which the great Hunter himself 
1 broke down ; sod it is a lesson whieli one of 
the moat celebrated of hit successors incul- 
cates upon his pupils, not many yards from 
where I am now standing, that medical wiU 
ness es sboald be prepared , while the same 
learned authority cites the personal admin- 
aiona of the great man whose name I hare 
quoted, as a warning ; and yet, my friends* 
there does not exist the slightest occasion for 
all this, either in the nature of things, or in 
the nature of men. But the attention of our 
order has not been direoted to this object. 
They have borne tbeir perplexities as some 
persona bear tbeir ailments, the beat way 
they could — seeking no remedy, for, in fact* 
they knew not where to have found on# ; 
but — as a Jenner succeeded in propagating 
the knowledge and application of an anti- 
dote to one of the severest scourges of 
human nature, which had for centuries 
baffled the resources of medical art— so the 
medical jurist has at length shewn bis agi- 
tated brother how to encounter the solemn 
face* of the judge, and the painful anxieties 
of tbe jury, with perfect coolness and satis- 
faction — has grasped him, as it were, by the 
hand, and led him to the altar, where he baa 
enabled him to take that oath fearlessly, 
which be has, at the same time, instructed 
him how to fulfil religiously. 

Now, it will be his own fault if a prac- 
titioner in such circumstances, does not 
enhance his reputation by similar displays 
on future, occasions ; and, aa illustrations 
which come home to the feelings and.cir- 
cumstaooes of every one, are the most coq* 
clusive and instructive, I shall read to you ' 
an extract from a letter recently receiyed. by 
me from a person of whose existence 1 was 
previously quite uuaware. After some 
remarks on a paper written by me upon the 
coronership, my correspondent thus ex- 
presses himself. 

“With your paper I perfectly agree ; and 
individually return my thanks for your uq- 
r emit ted exertions to place medical juris- 
prudence on its proper station in our pro- 
fessional education. In your researches 
you have not been able to discover more 
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tktd threw cfcsee of ftnaUeyed credit to obr 
profession for their satisfactory and intelli- 
gent evidence. Will you pardon me if I 
present myself before you, as baring, in my 
own person, three times received judicial 
commendation ; once frotn a beach of magis- 
trates on a case analogous to the Gardiner 
peerage;, and twice from bis Majesty's 
judges; from Mr. Justice Littledale at the 
Somerset summer assize 1826, on surgical 
evidence arising from injury inflicted by the 
bursting of an iron safe containing gun- 
powder, removed in an act of burglary : and 
lastly, at the last Wilts assize from Mr. 
Baron Vaughan, in a ease of infanticide.” 
My correspondent after relating some par- 
ticulars of the case, which I shall take a 
future opportunity of detailing to you, goes 
on to say, “ But, my dear Sir, to whom am 
I indebted for this success V* you perceive 
that this gentleman appreciates the impor- 
tance of professional publicity as it ought to 
be ; “ and from whom but yourself obtained 
I the means of exalting our profession? 
To your works on medical evidence and 
forenaie medicine am 1 solely nnder obliga- j 
lion. I hereby present you with my most 
ameer* thanks.” 

But although I am not, on the present 
occasion, about to enter into the merits of 
the trial (reserving it ts an illustration 
when we come to foe subject to which it 
npwre especially relates), I must gratify you, 
and do justice to the writer of this letter, by 
({noting the compliment which the news- 
paper published in his own neighbourhood 
tettt me he received from foe learned jodge, 
who is brother to foe president of the Royal 
College of Physicians. “ At foe close of 
his cross-examination foe learned judge 
highly complimented him upon his skill and 
science, and told tbo jury in summing up 
that he never heard a more sensible and 
satisfactory evidence given by a professional 
man m a court of justice.” Ought not such 
a thiug as this to make any man's fortune, 
and it not this true brilliancy ? Bat bright 
as it is, I am going to eclipse it all by an 
allusion to another act of beneficence which 
the profession has received through the 
medico-legal department. 

I have myself, Gentlemen, received such 
handsome compliments from the judges of 
the land, that I have, for the last twelve 
months, abstained (out of modesty) from 
going to the Old Bailey, and yet I disregard 
is all, when l call to mind what has recently 
been done for you, and mast be done hence- 
forward, if you please to accept of it. 

While ** stalled theology ” as Dr. Young* 
says, has been keeping its eye upon a seat 
in the upper house of parliameut, and 
behaving according to circumstances, in 


* Night Thoughts, 


order to obtain, firtt consecration, and after* 
wards translation, under foe title of a right 
reverend father ; while the busy lawyer, 
who, through foe iniquities and perverseness 
of human nature, is really of such a degree 
of utility that we ought to deplore the fact, 
has been labouring away with applause and 
approbation, in order to become an heredi- 
tary peer of the realm ; what has the doctor 
been doing 1 Allowing these people to make 
game of him in public, while their very 
existence, and consequently the successful 
issue of their ambition (laudable ambition, 
certainly), depended often in an exclusive 
manner, upon his advice and services. How 
finely we have been humbugged , if I may 
use so uncouth a term ! The church is full 
of scholars no doubt, but sadly destitute of 
philosophers ; and the energies of foe lawyer, 
every-body knows, who knows any- thing, 
are directed to objects of great magnitude j 
while foe medical man, educated perhaps 
even more expensively, and certainly with 
more extensive liberality, concentrates equal 
powers, and devotes even superior acquire- 
ments, to the almost ridiculed purpose of. 
prolonging for half an hour the life of some 
tiresome, and perhaps abominable, old 
woman, or devising the means of making an 
uninteresting and nasty brat go to the close- 
stool. Do not suppose, however, that I 
underrate these occupations : no man whose 
heart is in its right place can do so ; and I 
have myself found it imperative upon me to 
perform with my own hands, relying upon 
my own skill, what may be termed foe very 
meanest offices of foe profession. 

Bat we have now devised a method of 
raising ourselves from foe low estate which 
I have rather alluded to, than truly and cir- 
cumstantially described. W e have at length 
opened to our brethren, and I should say to 
the younger class of them, glorious prospects 
through the coronership ; and we shall nei- 
ther rest satisfied, nor keep qoiet* till the 
principle be in all quarters recognised, that 
foe coronership is au office for a medical 
man. Not that I consider every member, or 
even many members, or any bat a very few 
members at present, fit to fill that situation ; 
but I have come here, and 1 go elsewhere, 
professing to fit every rightly disposed 
medical man to become perhaps the most 
important of all judges. Take my word for 
it, that we have gained possession of this 
commanding post, and take this aloug with 
it, that we know how to maintain it. 

1 should retire from this place under an 
impression that 1 had not discharged my 
duty to its full extent did I not advert to a 
subject of the highest importance to every 
living mon. It has, 1 am grieved to say, not 
been customary of late to introduce it in a 
formal manner ; but it once was otherwise ; 
and we cannot close an introductory dis- 
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course, upon the character and qualification* 
of a medical man, in a manner more appro- 
priate to the occasion, than by following 
the example of the learned, the amiable, 
and the celebrated author of the lectures on 
the duties and qualifications of a physician ; 
better known perhaps to the majority of my 
audience as the elegant writer of the Father’s 
Legacy to bis Daughters. I mean, of oouxse. 
Dr. John Gregory. 

Can it be neoessary, after this, to pro- 
nounce the word which is at the end of my 
tongue? You know what I mean — It is 
religion. Let medicine, all the known 
mysteries of which are about to be disclosed 
to you, be associated with that sublimity 
which is already revealed, you know where, 
and medicine must rule the world. Why 
should the notion ever have been entertained 
that medical men are prone to infidelity ? I 
•deny it. The nature of our occupations 
may, it is true, have bad a very general in- 
fluence in separating us from the observ - 
ance of certain duties of a religious, as well 
as of a political nature ; but I am certain oi 
this, that with the exception of clergymen, 
who live by the knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures, there is no cjlass of men which pos- 
sesses either so intimate an acquaintance 
With them, or more strictly regulates their 
lives and conversation according to the 
precepts there laid down. Indeed we can- 
not make a livelihood if we entertain other 
rules of conduct} and I am persuaded of 
nothing more firmly, however paradoxical 
it may sound, than that there are many men 
both in and out of the profession who are 
Christians without knowing it. But as 1 
may perhaps be accused of wandering from 
my proper province, if I dwell much upon 
this subject, I shall go on to say that 1 mean 
by religion, the Christian religion. In fact 
there is no other in which a man of real 
sense can seriously believe. Some there are' 
who perhaps do imagine that they believe 
in some other ; hut they are even ridicu- 
lously mistaken. It is Christianity they 
believe in, if they have any belief at all. 
The morality, perhapa, of all prevalent sys- j 
terns is good, though it may be found here 
and there tainted with inconsistencies, and 
deformed by perversions, but whence is it 
derived 1 F rom the same source as our beau - 1 
tiful system, and through that channel. No 
man can disbelieve the Scriptures if he will 
turn his attention to one remarkable, to the 
most prominent, circumstance connected 
with tii eta. Setting aside their style and 
composition, paying little attention to the 
well-established arguments with which so 
many able and good men have thought it 
necessary to confute the conceited pseudo 
philosophers, who hare attempted to cut a 
figure in every age of the world, while I 
respect sad inference their labours, I say 


that I set much of this slide \ because there 
is soother and a most entertaining scarce 
of confirmation, wbioh has not been over* 
looked, though I am inclined to be of 
opinion that enough has not been made of it. 
We are misunderstood and unappreciated. 
We have a jealous world to deal with ; and* 
at the present juncture, they are afraid of the 
distinction we are daily aud justly acquiring. 
Let me entreat you to bear in mind that yotl 
aspire to belong to an order, dignified in- 
deed; not forgetting that although you may 
be unable to accomplish the duties of 
religious observances so regularly as others 
have it in their power to do, you are thS 
more strictly hound to respect them, be- 
cause you are in a distinguished manner the 
servants of a God who has declared that he 
prefers mercy to sacrifice, or in other words, 
looks with higher approbation upon the 
physician thau the priest. 


ON 

THE PLACENTA. 

By William Dobson, Surgeon. 

The nature and use of the placpnta have 
never been ascertained. The anatomist has 
dissected to unravel its structure, and the 
physiologist reasoned to develop- its func- 
tion, hut afLer all their endeavours, nothing 
decisive is known of either. 

It is the prevalent opinion, that the pis** 
centa effects some change in the blood in its 
passage to the foetus,— that it purifie* the 
blood, — that its purpose is to the foBtns 
what the lungs are to the adult : but of the 
mode in which this operation is performed, 
no explanation is offered. Does the placenta 
separate from the blood some of its elements, 
and are these returned into the circulation 
of the mother, while the remaining sub- 
stance proceeds to the foetus? Or, are the 
globules of the blood diminished in size, end 
the blood attenuated in this organ, so as to 
he adapted to the calibre of the minute foetal 
vessels? We have not one solitary fact, 
nor any well-grounded analogy, iu support 
l of either of these assumptions. Nor does 
| there appear a necessity for any modifica- 
tion in the blood. And we possess a strong 
negative fuct, that a change in the elements 
of the blood going to nourish the foetus, is 
| not required. The foetuses of quadrupeds 
seem to be nourished in the uterus like the 
human class, yet a quadruped has no pla- 
centa ; the communication between the 
mother and foetus being established directly 
by vessels. And were it necessary in the 
one for. the fulfilment of those objects, it is 
lair to conclude its necessity in the other. 
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The foetal blood differs little in its physical 
characters from that of the adult. The co- 
lour, however, both in the umbilical arteries 
and vein, is dark. This circumstance would 
seem to invalidate the idea universally en- 
tertained, that “ the scarlet quality of 
blood is essential to nutrition and growth.” 

Prom the following position, that “ the 
blood acquires a dark colour when detained 
from the lungs,” it is analogically presum- 
able, that on the long continuance of the 
blood (in the umbilical vein) from the ma- 
ternal lungs, the dark hue depends. Hence 
an opposite change is induced on the blood 
by the placenta, to that by the lungs in the 
adult. It will be understood, however, that 
it is not from any special agency of the 
placenta that the blood is darkened, but 
simply dependent on its long detention from 
the lungs. 

In a recent publication,* I have adverted 
to the beautiful harmony subsisting between 
the vascular apparatus and its contents dur- 
ing jiealth. But in the subject of the pre- 
sent inquiry, we find this equilibrium dis- 
turbed. During utero- gestation, the uterine 
vessels have their action increased, — they 
are carrying to the uterus an increase of 
blood' to build up a new being, whilst the 
other parts of the body are deprived of th.eir 
ordinary quantity. The system is in a state 
of excitability ; the circulation is readily 
disturbed by a physical shock, or by mental 
emotions, which, in the unimpregnated state, 
would be received with impunity. 

In the first few weeks of gestation the 
placenta is defective ; the connexion be- 
tween die mother and foetus is established 
nearly without the intervention of this 
organ. But the now imperfect placenta 
gradually increases in bulk, its union to the 
uterus becomes successively more firm, so 
that, near the latter part of this period, it 
requires considerable force to separate them ; 
and it is in the early part of this process 
that abortion most commonly takes place. 
For at this time, the vascular connecting 
medium is easily destroyed ; but subse- 
quently the system can bear very consider- 
able shocks, without injury resulting. The 
placenta at the ninth month is a large spongy 
mass, a span. in diameter, and about an inch 
in thickness when uninjected, but can be 
considerably augmented by injecting the 
vessels; indeed the organ appears yery 
elastic, — attached on its external surface to 
the uterus by means of the decidua vera ; 
on its internal surface to the foetus by means 
of the funis. The structure of the placenta 
consists of branches of the uterine arteries 
and veins (or of new vessels) , the two um- 
bilical arteries and vein, all united together 
by cellular membrane. The manner in 
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which those vessels communicate is not 
understood. When the placenta is injected 
by the umbilical arteries, the injection re- 
turns by the vein, and only the foetal surface 
*>f the organ is injected. When injection is 
thrown into the uterine arteries it returns by 
the corresponding veius, the uterine pottion 
of the placenta being injected. Between 
the maternal and foetal portions there is an 
appearance of cells, which nre filled when 
the former portion is injected ; there being 
no visible communication between the two 
circulations. 

It seems obvious, that the placenta forms 
a bond of union between the maternal and 
foetal circulations ; yet it appears not essen- 
tially necessary, for we find in quadrupeds 
as intimate and firm a connexion as in wo- 
men : then, does it serve any other purpose 
in the human female economy ? Here analogy 
is the only means to resolve this inquiry. 
When we contrast the human frame with 
that of brutes, we find a remarkable dispa- 
rity ; we perceive brutes to be little suscep- 
tible not only of mental, but of physical 
impressions ; not easily influenced to that 
degree of excitement which would mate- 
rially disturb the circulation of the foetus in 
utero ; yet severe exercise will occasionally 
produce abortion, as is well known to breed- 
ers of cattle. But the human female during 
gestation lias her mind and body highly sus- 
ceptible, readily influenced by surrounding 
agencies ; every little infringement on her 
rights disturbs the circulation ; hence how 
necessary it is that quietude of the mind 
should especially be preserved, and that the 
physical frame should be guarded from 
every severe concussion ! But these circum- 
stances are familiar to all who have expe- 
rienced, and those who have thought. Since 
the placenta does not appear requisite for 
effecting any change on the blood, nor 
essential for affording a bond of union be- 
tween the maternal and loetal vessels, we may 
now conjecture, that the placenta is for the 
putpose of receiving any undue quantity of 
blood which may be sent to the ovum, during 
excited circulation of the mother . 

Though we cannot obtain demonstrative 
proofs to substantiate this notion, analogi- 
cal evidences ought to be admitted. In 
inquiries on the living body, we must often 
be content with these, the former being 
difficult to attain. The arcana of nature 
cannot always be developed in a palpable 
form. 

It would appear, that in the first few 
weeks of the gestative period, only an im- 
perfect placenta exists ; but afterwards, it ac- 
quires a very considerable size; and it would 
seem that the liability to abortion is in an 
inverse ratio to the magnitude of the organ ; 
and, as a negative fact, we may mention, 
that abortion in quadrupeds is most readily 
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produced in the Utter month*. These cir- 
cumstantial eridence* afford strong presump- 
tion of the placenta being a safeguard to 
the foetus during excited circulation of the 
mother, probably receiving and detaining, 
in its cells, a quantity of blood, which other- 
wise would bare been transmitted to the 
foetus, and necessarily have injured its deli- 
cate organization, or the Teasels between 
the uterus and ovum have become rup- 
tured from over distension, and thus a sepa- 
ration produced, and the consequence, abor- 
tion. As collateral evidence it may be 
noticed, that when the system is disturbed, 
any part in a state of unusual action will be 
more readily influenced than a healthy part, 
as in the subject of examination — the ute- 
rine organs. 

An argument might be advanced, and 
which would “ a priori,” invalidate the 
general conclusion, viz., that in the early 
period of gestation, the ovum will act as a 
foreign body — as an excitant to tho uterus 
by its distention, producing that tendency 
to expel its contents, and at a subsequent 
period, the sensibility of the uterus becom- 
ing blunted so as not to feel the impression. 
But in opposition to this view, we may 
state, first, that it is unpbysiological to refer 
the enlargement of the uterus to distention ; 
it ougbt to be considered a natural growth ; 
and, secondly, that when quietude is main- 
tained, abortion seldom occurs ; it is only, 
cateris paribus , when the woman has re- 
ceived some moral or physical impression, 
that a separation of the ovum from the 
uterus results. 

We have here an example of that wise 
ordination of the Creator ; though woman at 
this period is so susceptible to be influenced 
by surrounding circumstances, an apparatus 
is added to avert their agencies. The poor 
little foetus, chained in its cell, would other- 
wise he doomed to suffer at every shock on 
its irritable parent, without either will or 
power to effect its escape. 

Some apology may appear requisite for 
deducing this conclusion from so few pre- 
mises ; but the total impossibility of pro- 
ducing demonstrative evidence, will shield 
me from censure.' Analogical testimony is, 
I conceive, too little appreciated, in physio- 
logical inquiries; I believe, if this princi- 
ple of reasoning were oftener applied, we 
should arrive, with greater facility, at a 
more correct knowledge of the different pber 
nomena in the human system ; for when we 
fiud analogy in structure, we must look for 
tnalogy in function. 

14, Arabella Row, Pimlico, 

October, 1830. 
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RABIES IN THE DOG, 

CONNECTS® WITH VIOLENT SPASM tN TOE 
ATTEMPT TO SWALLOW. 

By W. Youatt. F.Z.S. 

( From the VeUrinai'ian % "Oct. 1830.) 

On the 4th of last month I waa'sentfor to 
Ealing. A cur had bitten a fine Newfound- 
land dog belonging to Mr. Anderson, and 
some other dogs and two pigs. It bad been 
destroyed and buried, hut was exhumed to 
be examined by me. A small quantity of 
dung and straw was found in the etomach, 
the cardisc portion of which was much in- 
flamed with spots of extravasation. The 
whole of the pharynx, larynx, and mucous 
membrane of the windpipe, were highly in- 
flamed, and the pleura pulmonalis was in- 
flamed in patches. 

On my declaring it to he my opinion that 
the cur was rabid, the Newfoundland dog 
was ordered to be destroyed. I, however, 
begged hard for him ; and be was sent to 
my hospital for experiment. Varioud cir- 
cumstances, over which I had no control, 
prevented the commencement of any experi- 
ment. 

On the 19th, he did not feed as usual, and 
appeared dispirited. Fifteen days only 
having occurred since the bite, I did not 
dream of rabies, and ordered s physic hall 
to he given to him. 

On the 20th, he hsd an anxious depressed 
look, with the lower jtw slightly dependent. 
Spasms stole over the face, and were particu- 
larly observable in the right eyelid. He 
was continually ahifting bia posture, and 
scraping his bed together ; he slightly stag- 
gered behind ; eagerly gazed at and atten- 
tively followed the path of some imaginary 
object. There was a great discharge of 
saliva, which he was frequently endeavour- 
ing to detach from the corners of his mouth 
with his paws ; a grating choking noise in 
breathing. He was perfectly harmless im- 
mediately came from his cot when called ; 
offered his paw, and rubbed his head against 
me. He had not quarrelled with any 6f the 
dogs (likewise for experiment) with which 
he was confined ; but being led near to 
another part of the hospital in which were 
the cribs of the sick dogs, he growled savage- 
ly at them. He was separated from the rest, 
and water put within his reach. He ad- 
vanced towards it, looked at it, ahd turned 
away ; he immediately returned, looked 
stedfastly at it, almost touched it with his 
muzzle, and suddenly started back : this he 
repeated several times. 
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I inoculated two dogs from him, which 
are well at the present time (Sept. 23d) , 
and determined to try On him the power of 
the Scutellaria. I boiled half a pound of 
the dried leaves in a quart of water half an 
hour, and straining off and expressing the 
liquid, 1 purposed to give two-ounce doses 
every three hours. He struggled most vio- 
lently against the first dose ; and when a 
portion of it, certainly not half, was got into 
his mouth, the attempt to swallow it pro- 
duced convulsion of the whole frame ; the 
pye 8 were distorted, and every limb was 
Stretched out like the last struggle of expir- 
ing life. Being forcibly held, and unable to 
gel it from his mouth, he, after the expira- 
tion of half a minute, swallowed it ; but the 

f 'ulp was peculiarly loud and violent. Being 
iberated, he fell on his side exhausted, and 
dreadfully panting. After the lapse of five 
minutes he came a little to himself, and 
crept to the further part of his bed, gazing 
intently upon me, suspiciously watching 
every motion, but faintly wagging his tail, 
and offering his paw when spoken to. 

Oar after-attempts to force him with the 
liquid were even less successful than the 
first. His resistance was most determined. 
He never, indeed, attempted to harm either 
me or my assistant ; but he seized the 
butter-boat which we first used and crushed 
it to pieces ; and he attempted to catch at 
the spoon which was then substituted. W e 
oould not contrive to get more than a third 
or fourth part into his mouth ; that we re- 
tained there by forcibly bolding up his head; 
hut, the spasm at the attempt to swallow 
became more and more horrible, and the 
fxhaoetion more complete at each attempt. 
I would not pursue the experiment, except 
to exhibit to a few medical gentlemen this 
unusual similarity to the characteristic 
aymptom of rabies in the human being. At 
the suggestion of one of them, I substituted 
water for the decoction, when the effect wa6 
precisely the same. Every symptom rapidly 
increased ; the eyes became red, with the 
expresaiou of anxious wildness ; the chok- 
ing noise in respiration was greater; the 
heaving at the flanks became every hour 
more laborious, and was aggravated with 
every alarm, and almost at every motion; 
the lower jaw hung down more, and the 
tongue protruded discoloured. He frequently 
approached the water, and gazed wishfully 
upon it, and then retreated, and returned 
agaiu to it. His strength rapidly wasted ; 
and, on the morning of the 

21st, he reeled as he walked, and in the 
early part of the afternoon was unable to 
Stand. 1 forced the medicine once more 
upon liim, when the effect was similar in 
character, but the spasm not so violent. He 
atill knew me, and even wheu he could not 
rise faintly wagged his tail, and after many 
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an effort gave me his paw. He frequently 
looked at the water, which induced me to put 
it close to him ; but, although he still fre- 
quently looked at it, he made ho attempt to 
drink. A pan of deau water was placed 
beside him the last thing at night, more than 
a pint of which was gone iu the morning, 
and the poor fellow was dead. 

Circumstances delayed the examination of 
the carcase until decomposition had com- 
menced. The stomach contained a small 
quantity of straw and hair, and half a pint of 
olive-coloured fluid. It presented one uni- 
form mass of violent inflammation. The 
pharynx exhibited an intensity of inflamma- 
tion which I had never before witnessed. 
The trachea was seemingly unaffected, and 
also the intestines ; but the pleura of the 
lungs had the patchy character so often seen 
I in rabies. The brain was one pulpjr mass. 

' This experiment cannot be considered as 
elucidating any-ihing decisive as to the 
effect of the Scutellaria, for a small portion 
only of each dose could be got down, and the 
exhibition of it was soon suspended. 

I purposely refrain at present from making 
any observations on the case, — they will 
better belong to a work which I have iu con- 
templation, although it probably will not 
appear until a far-distant period : in the 
mean time, I thought that a case so unusual, 
standing almost alone as it regards the dog* 
should not be altogether withheld from the 
medical public. 


DRS. R YAK AND GORDON SMITH. 

* Audi alteram partem.” 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — I trust you will allow me to offer a 
few words iu reply to Dr. Gordon Smith’s 
communications relating to me, which have 
recently appeared in your Journal. Had 
Dr. Smith adopted the usual course, which 
every candid man would have done, I should 
not be under the necessity of troubling you 
with this communication. As many of your 
readers, however, have seen his letters only, 
and not my journal which lias giveu rise to 
them, I owe it to my own character, espe- 
cially from the tenor of his articles in your 
last Number, to explain the real cause of the 
differences between us. Tits facts then are 
as follow ; — 

lu the Medical and Surgical Journal for 
September, I, as editor, made some com- 
ments on the medical evidence of all the 
witnesses who appeared at the inquest ou 
the body of the unfortunate Miss Cashin, 
and among whom was Dr. Alexander Thom- 
son. Dr. Smith, though he had not the ac* 
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quaint ante f f Dr. Thomson, with his cha- 
racteristic impetuosity, rushed into the 
affair, commented upon my remarks on 
Dr. Thomson's evidence, and impatient to 
wait for my next number, inserted his reply 
in your Journal ; and not content with sci- 
entific discussion, he deemed it proper to 
indulge in many sharp personalities against 
myself. It is right to state that for many 
months previously he and I were in con- 
stant correspondence, even to the day pre- 
vious to his attack, when I received a note 
from him, apprising me of the forthcoming 
article, and assuring me that he intended it 
for my journal, but that the parties it most 
concerned would have it in yours. Here 1 
must observe, that Dr. Thomson, to whom 
he alluded, denies that the article was sent 
to you under the circumstances stated. Dr. 
Smith was well aware that I could scarcely 
find time to conduct my own periodical — a 
monthly one, much less contribute to yours — 
a weekly one ; and under such circumstances 
I must maintain, that he, or whoever trans- 
ferred the article from my pages to yours, 
acted uncourteously and unfairly, by en- 
deavouring to implicate me in a controver- 
sial correspondence in your Journal, and not 
in my own, to which, according to profes- 
sional usage, the article ought to have been 
sent. Here I must pause and inquire, What 
right had Dr. Smith to comment upon my 
remarks, with which he had no concern, and 
more especially in a journal in which they 
had not appeared ? He who had repeatedly 
professed the greatest respect for my ad- 
vocacy and knowledge of forensic medicine, 
privately and publicly, to proclaim through 
your widely-circulated Journal, that I knew 
nothing about it. He who addressed a let- 
ter to me to be read before the Medico- 
Botanical Society, when the noble and sci- 
entific president, Earl Stanhope, and dis- 
tinguished council, proposed me to the so- 
ciety as professor of toxicology, in which 
letter (and it was publicly read, though now 
denominated a private communication) is 
the following passage : — “ If the expression 
of my opinion ss to your eligibility can be 
of the slightest U9e to you, it is at your ser- 
vice in any shape, and 1 hope the day is not 
far distant when we shall fellow -labour • 
ere , in the strictest sense of the word, and 
for the benefit of society, in a department 
of science hitherto known almost (I grieve 
tosayit) only to ourselves.” Yet this is 
the writer who denies that I know any- 
thing upon the subject. I must explain the 
cause of this very remarkable change in 
opinion. 

A few days before the writer changed his 
mind, he requested my opiuion on a memo- 
rial which he was about to forward to the 
Apothecaries’ Company, on the necessity of 
enforcing the study of forensic medicine. 
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He observed, “ I will give any alterations 
you may propose the most candid and. 
deferential attention and he farther re- 
quested my signature to the document, as 
the only lecturer on forensic medicine in 
London besides himself. On this, though 
not on former occasions, I forgot the story 
of Gil BIqs and the Archbishop of Toledo, 
and did suggest many alterations, which my 
opponent admits, and Uinc W<b lachryma . 
He states, however, that he did not adopt 
all, or scarcely any of my alterations ; “ this 
is most true,” but he adopted enough (and 
it would have been better had he adopted 
more) to enable me to affix my signature, 
which I had refused to affix to the original 
memorial. The declaration that a very few 
words of my version were adopted, because 
Dr. Smith bad made a promise to that effect, 
very well accords with the former promise 
of giving the most candid and deferential 
attention to my alterations. The truth is,' 
had I acted in unison with iny own feelings, 

I should uot have signed the document at 
all ; for I believed it an application which 
could have little, if any, influence on the 
Apothecaries’ Company ; and that opinion is 
now verified by Dr. Smith. 

He states that I published his private 
communications ; this accusation I have 
answered already, but must further remark, 
that no inducement whatever could justify 
me io so doing, not on my own account, but 
on his. This charge is so serious that it 
must be fairly met, however unpleasant to 
the feelings of both parties. Not one of 
Dr. Smith’s letters, which contained his 
laudatory phrases, was marked private or 
, confidential ; and even if these letters were 
so marked, 1 ask any candid, honourable 
man, wts I not justified in publishing ex- 
tracts which solely referred to myself, and 
expose the writer, who, under the mask of 
friendship, contradicted in public what he so 
often stated in private 1 Dr. Smith fell 
into a serious mistake, when he considered 
that he might play this double part towards 
me. His complimentary remarks were never . 
sought by me, they flowed entirely from, 
himself, and he ought to havd recollected 
this, when he penned bis vituperative ob- 
servations for your Journal. The face is, 
and I record it with pain, had I published 
his private communications, they would 
place him and in a very unenviable situ- 
ation in the eyes of the profession, and in 
the eyes of some of the most scientific phy- 
sicians of this metropolis. No ; the “ edi- 
torial guise,” so far as I am concerned, 
shall nevdr be a shield for the protection of 
those who are fond of personality. The 
less therefore that is said about private 
communications the better. 

In the October Number of the Medical . 
and Surgical Journal , I replied to Dr. 
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Smith’s first letter, and confuted every one 
of hip, arguments from his own original 
works* and {rom many other works of autho- 
rity,. Instead of extricating himself from 
the dilqmma in which I have placed him, 
he publishes two letters, one proclaiming 
that his acquaintance and mine had ceased 
at his desire, the other about the emended 
memorial. He has forgotten however to 
state, t^at he had written to me after the 
publication of his first letter, to which 
communication he received no answer, con- 
trary the punctuality which I always had 
observed towards him, and one would think 
he ought to Imve discovered that our ac- 
quaintance had ceased ; yet several days 
afterwards he called on me, and renewed his 
large professions of friendship as usual, not- 
withstanding hi* letter in Tiie Lancet, 
“ which upon his honour was intended for my 
journal, and sent elsewhere contrary to his 
wish amljQonsent.” I coolly informed him, 
that I bad endeavoured to refute his state- 
nlen^ in my next Nmnber, chiefly from his 
owii works. The journal appears, and then 
he writes the note dated 1st instant, inform- 
ing me that our acquaintance had ceased, 
though X had considered it at an end on de- 
clining to answer his letter received several 
days previously ; and as this event is of such 
great public importance, he has recorded it 
in your pages. 

In the last, Number of the Medical and 
Surgical Journal, Dr. Smith is refuted by 
himself; and there 1 have defied him, and X 
now repeat the challenge, to cite one author 
out of ten thousand on forensic medicine, 
who supports the doctrines lie defends 
in his first letter ; and I repeat the ques- 
tion J asked him at parting, u Does he se- 
riously believe there is one eminent phy- 
sician or sprgeon in th»$ empire who agrees 
with him in opinion!’' Like all defeated 
disputants, he has the usual recourse to the 
argumentum ad hominem, and not ad rera ; 
but this kind of logic is long since exploded. 
I now call upon him to confute my argu- 
ments against his heterodox doctrines, 
either fn my journal or in yours. 

; M. Ryan, M.D. 

Member of the Royal College of 
Physicians in London. 

Hatton Garden, Get* lltb> 1830. 


WESTMINSTER ROSHTAL. 

To the Editor e/THE Lancet. 

Sir,-<— I n your Number of this Evening 
(October 9ih), I read a notice relative to 
the Westminster Hospital special general 
meeting of the 6th instant, iu which you 
apply the term “jobbers’* to one of the 
parties,' and threaten or rather promise to 


publish two or three documents that will, 
you expect, upset all their supposed machi- 
nations. Now “ jobbers” is, whether 
justly or not applied, a very offensive term* 
and if not justly applied, )s further calum- 
nious and unwarrantable ; I cannot, there- 
fore, avoid entering my protest against the 
use of such injurious language in the pages 
of your powerful periodical, as I believe you 
have ignorantly applied it to gentlemen who 
constitute the majority, as the event will 
prove to you, “ of the intelligent and inde- 
penden tgovernors;” gentlemen who, as you 
humanely hope, “ will not fail to perform 
their duty to the subscribers and afflicted 
poor.” Standing on a very high eminence 
in the field of medical politios, and having 
your attention divided amongst multifarious 
avocations, it is not probable that you can * 
inform yourself accurately on a great variety 
of circumstances and transactions, which 
would nsturally furnish matter for the criti- 
cal pen of the editor of The Lancet;. and) it 
is quite impossible that your information in 
numerous instances on interesting questions,’ 
can be derived from personal observation or. 
inquiry ; and I am not more fully satisfied of 
the truth of the general position just stated,, 
than I am of that of the particular fact — that 
with regard to the views and proceedings of 
the influential party of the trustees of tho 
Westminster Hospital; you have been gross- 
ly misinformed. It is with this conviction 
that I call on you, as in one sense a trustee 
of the interests of * the subscribers sad of 
the afflicted poor,” to suspend your judg- 
ment, or at any rate to hold your columns 
open with “ equal and indifferent justice to 
all parties.” It is my intention, with your 
permission, again to address the public on 
this subject, after I shall have read the do- 
cuments of which you promise me the peru- 
sal in your next Number. Meanwhile I 
respectfully request that you Witt insert 
this in your next Numiber, and that you 
will believe me to he a sincere friend to 
publicity, and a friend, as well as subscriber^ 
to The Lancet. 

C. R. M. S. 

October 9th, 1830. 


DERBYSHIRE INFIRMARY. 

CASE OF ELLEN COPE. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. . 

Sir, — In offering a few observations on 
a cose, the report of which is contained in 
your last Number under the head of “ Derby 
Infirmary,** I beg to state that I had an op- 
portunity of seeing the patient daily, from 
the time of her admissiou to her death ; and 
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as the minutes of the esse, and post-mortem 
appearances, were recorded without any 
view to their being rendered thus public, ( 
transcribe them from my case-book as they 
die re stand ; in order that they may not be 
regarded as “ cooked up for The Lancet/’ 
or biassed in their details by a partiality 
which might lessen their claims to fidelity. 

Case. 

Ellen Cope, as tat 45, admitted Sept. 14, 
1830, has a large and defined tumour in the 
abdomen, the upper and right side of which 
is hard and irregular ; single woman ; has 
menstruated regularly ; general health does 
not appear much affected; says that she 
first perceived the swelling about two years 
ago, which has now attained an enormous 
sise, giving to the abdomen the appearance 
af that of a woman far advanced in preg- 
nancy : has a large bronchocele, which has 
been forming for the last fonr years. 

Hob. piL hpdrarg. c. rJueo, ij, o. n. 

Coaamon diet. 

17. Ordered to rob in the nnguentum 
hydriodatU potasses every night over the 
abdomen. 

41. Has slight headach, apparently from 
indigestion. 

92. Headach better ; pergat. 

24. Was attacked this morning with an 
epileptic fit, which recurred whilst 1 was in 
the hospital ; this attack waS preceded by 
jacute pain in the back, and sickness ; pulse 
alow and feeble; tongue clean, but the 
breath is offensive ; never had any- thing of 
the kind before. Discontinue tbe ointment. 

£&> Had a fit this morning ; symptoms as 
yesterday. 

26. After another epilepdo attack she 
died rather suddenly. 

Autopsy , twelve hours after death . 

, Head. — There is a slight effusion of trans- 
parent fluid between tbe arachnoid and pia 
mater; about half an ounce of similar fluid, 
contained in the cavity of tbe arachnoid, 
collected towards the base of the skull ; no 
thickening of the arachnoid tunic, or deposite 
upon its surface ; on lowering the head, a 
small quantity of serous liquid escaped from 
the spinal canal ; about a tea-spoonful was 
found iu the ventricles. 

. Thorax* — The lungs were generally of a 
dark-colour, and excessively gorged with 
blood; on cutting into their substance a 
quantity of frothy fluid escaped, with which 
the bronchi appeared filled, and which flow- 
ed copiously from the mouth. The left lung 
appeared in some parts impervious to air 
from excessive congestion ; the heart and 
l&Cge arteries were healthy ; the venous 
side of tfae. circulation was generally loaded 
with dark-coloured blood, of which a con- 
siderable quantity was contained in all the 
writies of tbe heart* 


Abdomen,— The stomach appeared, exter- 
nally, healthy, but, on opening it, the mu- 
cous coat was found very red, especially 
towards the oardiac extremity, and the villi 
generally minutely injected. The other vis- 
cera were apparently healthy. Attached 
to the uterus was sn enoirmous tumour 
about two feet in circumference, rising into 
the abdomen, and occupying the situation 
of the womb during the latter months of 
geststion ; two other tumours similar in 
texture, but not larger than a walnut, pro- 
jected into the uterine cavity, covered only 
by iu lining membrane. These tumours 
were formed in the substance of the walls of 
the uterus, which were expanded over the 
larger one for some distance unaltered in 
texture, but became gradually attenuated, 
so as not to be distinguished from tbe peri- 
toneum, which likewise invested it. In 
structure these tumours very nearly resem- 
bled cow’s udder, having all the characters 
of the • mammary sarcoma of Abernethy. 
The ovaries were healthy, but the two 
layers of peritoneum forming their brosd 
ligaments were separated by a small quan- 
tity of dear fluid. 

Such, Sir, is tbe esse, and such the post- 
mortem appearances, which • seemed to 
Philanthropist sufficiently important to de- 
mand that the treatment adopted should bo 
submitted to a coroner’s jury as one in 
which tbe patient had been labouring under 
intense inflammation of tbe mucous mem- 
brane of the stomach, without its having 
been detected by her medicel attendant ; 
but I would just hint, that bad Philanthro- 
pist known a little more about the appear- 
ances frequently presented by that organ, 
it would have saved him and some other 
literati of Derby much uneasiness, to which 
their anxious care for the welfare of the pa- 
tients in the Derby Infirmary has, no doubt, 
given rise. 

To remove therefore tbe impression, that 
wherever a “ crimson stomach” is found, 
scute inflammation of that viecus has ne- 
cessarily been the cause of death, even 
where a succession of epileptio fits had oc- 
curred prior to the decease of the patient, 
l will briefly refer to onq or two authors 
from whom it may be learned that this is 
not the first case in which the stomach baa 
been found of a crimson tint, without such 
a state being in d i cated d u r i n g life ; but, 
first, 1 will say a few words upon tbe lumi- 
nous report which has called for these re- 
marks. As a specimen of the candour of 
this gentleman, it is^only necessary to point 
out that the fits, the immediate cause of the 
woman’s death, are not mentioned ! In proof 
of his veracity, I would remark that the 
statement that the woman was extremely 
sick for a day or two before her death, in 
short, that nothing would stay upon her 
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stomach, ** Is false. She staled tome a* the 
cause of hen fits (and csjrtainly with much 
probability) that she had eaten some barm- 
dumpings, whieh “ lay very heavy upoa 
her stomach , 4 ’ nor did she ever complain of 
the slightest pain or tendency on pressure 
being applied over the abdomea. 

1 now proceed to the questions propound- 
ed by- this reporter for eluoidation — What 
caused the inflammation, and why were no 
remedies used to subdue it ? The inflam- 
mation, or rather the suspicion of inflamma- 
tion, arose in- the ignorance of Philantbro- 
ist, and means were not used to oouibat it, 
eeauae it had no ether existence. Is con- 
clusion, forth* benefit of Philanthropist in 
particular, and of the governors of our In- 
firmary in general, 1 will refer to authors 
from whom some remarks en this important 
subject may be extracted; In Boyer’s Traiti 
tfAnedomie, we find the following salu- 
tary caution i — o Le grand nombre de vais- 
seaus qui se distribueot dans estte tunique 
(Uvekmtee) hii donne sou vent une eouleur 
p9Hrpr$ ohftur ; e*eat a quoi il fout faire la 
plus grande attention ldrequ’on eat obargd 
de faire 1’examen des corps de personnel 
que l’On sou on no mortes de poison.’* 

In the ** Medico-CbirurgicaT Trsuaac- 
tiens, M voliV, we find recorded twenty suc- 
eeaeive poH-obit examinations of patients 
dying in the Loodon Hospital between the 
1st of April, 1415, and the 27tk of Alay in 
the tome year, in which the mucous mem- 
branes of the stomachs were found in all 
.States of vascularity, from the rosy tint 
(given by Bichat undr Cloquet as the most 
natural appearance) to shades of soarlet sud 
even crimson, without such a state being at 
aH in di ca t e d by symptoms during life ; in 
this valuable paper, written by Dr. VeUoiy, 
the result of that gentlemen’* observations 
is mated as follows In the villous ooal 
of the stomach, appearances of vascular fnl* 
ness. Whether florid or dark-coloured, in djs- 
tinot vessels, or in extravasation of various 
aisesj are not to bo regarded es uuequi vocal 
marks of disease ( they occur in every va- 
riety of dogvee and character, under every 
ciroumatauee of previous indisposition, and 
in situations where the moat healthy aspect 
of the organ might he fairly expected. It 
would bo useless to multiply authorities, i 
refer to , the book last quoted for full iw 
formation on the point under considera- 
tion,: amViiaqrely bint that the “crimson 
stompth'.’ is not put under the sod *? as 
PhihmliHMqust ^SKrts. btit still remains a 

momuneai; pf hit ignocapse, hotter worthy of 
bew^ ooa^aled by sifeuce, than of standing 
emhlMOtod oa fee pages . of your exteo- 
sively oirmdptod Xoociyul.-^l am, Sir, your 
obedient servant ^ *. 

v < T, B. JowfS. 

Dorfry, 0<*. 6,13*4, 


| W?R. WALFORD AND THE PUPILS Of THE 
LONDON HOSPITAL. 

“ There *s never &sy of these demure boys con»§ 
to any proof ; for thin drink, and making many fish 
meals, doth so cool their blood, that they tall into d 
kiqd uf male green- sickness ; and then, when they 
marry, they get wenches: they are generally fools 
and cowards.” — S haksprare. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,-*~I was advised to forbear ackoowr 
lodging the favour of the Whitechapel maait 
festo, on the grounds of the insignificance of 
the declarants, and the helplessness of their 
idol What must the priests be where 
tlm god is a monkey 1 ' ■ was the traveller's 
reply to a question after the iy the legion of 
a Pagan people. I should certainly adopt 
the advice* were it not for some peculiarities 
in a letter from the iqooeeata pf White- 
chapel. v 

In the letter which provoked the wrath 
of tlx© “ harmless little map,” X mads 
hpoourable mention of Sir W. Blizard * hia} 
did I blaspheme; as well as vituperate Mr. 
Headington : why, therefore, did they not 
defend the knight as well as the squire ? 1 
caii solve the problem. Of the eigkt-and- 
thirty, who have so handsomely done M*, 
Headington’s business, and set him up with 
n character, a few wjl| present themselves 
for examination during fee presidency a# 
the object of their lick-spittle adqlauon $ 
and, should SQmJifiHihling. idiot break 
down, does he not hope that the remem- 
brance of his servility will stand him in 
good stead ? Of course he does. 

I perfectly agree with the thirty -and^ 
eight , that no man has a right to defame the 
character of another, because be differs in 
opinion ; and I salt these discerning youths, 
if there ie no difference between the record 
of a feet soda defamatory falsehood ? They 
feel a pride in being under such a nutter) 
of coarse they do, and doubtless the nutate* 
is proud of such pupils ; the pleasure is ten 
ciprocal, and the pdpila are worthy of their 
preeeptor. Tl»ey say they flatter the«|^elvea 
that Mr. Heading ton's differing in opinion 
from me is the sole eeuee of my hostility ta . 
him. In this they dp falter themselves, 
and that U all. I pronounced Mr.. Head* 
ingtou’s degradation, not because hi# opi* 
nions-were opposed- to wine, but that his 
principles are. Mr. Headington has long 
imea a member of s body whose sets have 
ever bean opposed to the heat interests, of 
the profession and humanity $ whose laws 
are the dictates of * sordid* love sf g*jo; 
stid whose gains m the fcuits of the most 

unprincipled TupacUy- , 

The tkirty«*igJU weep over taj hostility 
to Sir William Blizard, /and content theme 
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ftelreB with piously wishing that every man 
may possess* at ninety-two, the “ mind and 
intellect " of that atrabilious examiner. The 
Wish is a good one, hut, considering the 
wisdom of the cight-and- thirty, 1 marvel 
much the they did not wish every member 
of that profession the knight's “ soundness 
of mind and intellect** during the whole of 
their natural lives. The “ soundness of 
mind and intellect" of the thirty- and- eight, 
even Sir William neqd not envy. Is a wish 
for the mental prostration of their fellow 
creatures all the sympathy they can bestow 
on the sorrows of Sir William ? Is a wish 
that every man of ninety-two may be so weak 
as Sir William, aft the pity they can bestow 
on a poor old man I 1 am ashamed of them. 
Even Sir William, were he young enough, 
would blush for his apologists. They affirm 
that they would not be ashamed to advocate 
a medical coroner ; perhaps not, for as they 
are not ashamed of themselves, it is very 
clear they could not be ashamed of any- 
thing. Why db they not say, that like 
their master they would be afraid to sup- 
port one t 

They are not happy in their tail piece. 
Were it not better to adopt an alteration, 
and, instead of tacking it to Sir William, 
apply it to themselves? For instance, — 

** If such the morn, how dull thp ere roust be/' 

I gin, Sir, your faithful servant, 

W, Augustus Walford, 

October 9th, 1830. 



LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

October, 1830. 

TREATMENT OP BRYSI PELA *,— #« PPRUSIOK 
OF UTERINE « Alton RH AO K. 

This Society resumed its sittings on the 
last* Monday in September, but so quietly, 
that we were not, at the time, aware they 
had again commenced. On attending this 
evening, Oct. 11th, the discnssion proved to 
be a continuation of that with which the 
meeting on the previous evening had closed, 
when a case ' of erysipelas of the face was 
read, in which puncturing, with the exhi- 
bition of opium and ammonia, had produced 
a fa vourable result. Some of the gentlemen 
then present find given their testimony in 
favour of, and some against, the practice of 
Shaking punctures ; afed according to their 
several views of the fetching cause of ery- 1 
si pelts, a variety of treatment was recoin* j 
mended. Many of the members now detailed | 
pther irCattnetrt Which 1 their experience had I 
determined to be successful) fend (bis, as com- 
mon ly ha p p ens , was very v a r i o us. - Opi um 
was ’ recommended ♦fed condemned i the ' 


aoetate of lead, as a lotion, was approved 
and depreciated; quinine and sherry wore 
extolled and censured ; and after many other 
plans bad been declared both successful and 
injurious, as circumstances seemed to war- 
rant, tartarised antimony, and antimony aN 
ternated with the liquor potassm, werd 
finally referred to as very advantageous and 
rational modes of subduing the disorder, t 
A letter was afterwards read from Mr. 
Samuel Miles, of Runcorn, in Cheshire; on 
the subject of a new belt for the suppression 
of Uterine hemorrhage ; the letter was ad* 
dressed to Dr. Merriman, by whom it was laid 
before the Society, together with the appa«* 
ratus to which it referred. Mr. Miles stated, 
that he was a pupil of Dr. Merriman in 1811; 
and communicated his design to the Doctor 
as a mark of bis regard. The letter briety 
stated, that it had been the wrfterfa lot td 
see so many fatal cases' of uterine hfOmolr- 
rhage, that he had turned his attention to 
the best mode of arresting it. External and 
equal pressure appearing to be the most 
rational, though but ill effected by ths 'em * 
ployment of books, towels, pillows, and the 
hands, he had designed lb<r present install* 
meat, which he begged to distinguish as 
"Miles's Uterine tourniquet." It consisted of 
a belt nine or ten inches broad, to be fastened 
round the.liip* with straps and bofekles, per- 
mitting pressure to be made on the abdomen 
by means of a circular plate, also nine or tea 
inches in dUmettf, severed with leather, 
over the centre of which were a brass frame 
atid Screw, permitting the pleasure tube 
increased or diminished at pleasure.’ Whd 
apparatus might be regsrdsd at a etmmoi* 
tourniquet on an extended scale. 1 

Dr. Merriman, tm befog asked for bid 
opinion of it* efficacy, stated, that hd had 
only had 'the opportunity of plating H ort 
his own bddy, Which, however, bad eftsbted 
him to ascertain, tbit it was sspable of ex- 
erting great pressure, but whether sufficient 
to restrain uterlue bmmorrhsgc- br not, he 
could ’ not tett; ocrtsmly, ufelvM tbe fetems 
were empty, pressure either by tb4t hr any 
other means could be of no 4 rate-.*’ TberW 
was, he thought, one essential objection 1 td 
the instrument; if the 1 hratWrfbfege ' began 
before the bfendage wab resorted to, the' 
attempt to place It On the pat tart 'Weald 
very probably do more harm than the good 
which could afterwards result frtttn to# use; 
It would not be eafey to put foen fendfceckfo 
the straps Without raising the Woman, « 
very datigetiota proeebdhigat'the best.' ThW 
only eaie In whieto if ennM be useful r es old 
be where itvoukl be known beforehand 1 that 
the pstferit Was liable to ptofose hwnwriM 
rhSge in tihild^hed. To afey fataelwtf that 
kind k would be serviceable.* - - < . . - 

. I; was objected by Mr. Kingdom, tba* 
the compressing pad did bd t defected rath 


Digitized by Google 



112 


LEGAL POWERS OF THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS 


ciently below the level of the circumscribing 
belt to nuke the pressure effective on the 
uterus, as at present the strain would be 
almost equally made on the bones of the pel- 
vis. Mr. Kingdon mentioned a belt made by 
some poor woman, which was worn before 
delivery, and effectively tightened imme- 
diately after bv strings, attached for that 
purpose. Dr. Blicke bore testimony to its 
advanUges. Mr. Dendy considered that 
Mr. Miles' instrument, by compressing the 
uterus between the pad and the promontory 
of the sacrum, would prevent, and not 
assist, the action of its muscles. The sub- 
ject led to a discussion of the merits of the 
various modes in use for suppressing hemor- 
rhage of the uterus. Dr. Blicke thought 
plugging of the uterus and vagina the most 
effectual; Mr. Browne extolled the cold 
affusion ; Mr. Shearley, the acetate of lead ; 
Mr. Waller, baudaging, if it were only for 
the comfort it afforded ; and Dr. Walshman, 
the insertion into the uterus of a sponge and 
tape, after clearing out all coagula, keeping 
the sponge in the uterus three or four days. 


LAWS RELATING TO THE PROFES- 
SION OF MEDICINE. 

7b the Editor of Thb Lancet. 

Sir, — Permit me, through your medium, 
to draw the attention of the profession to a 
subject of the greatest importance: it has 
been frequently stated, and is pretty gene- 
rally believed, that the Royal College of 
Surgeons has no power to hinder any indi- 
vidual from practising for his own benefit ; 
this however is erroneous; and to prove 
this I will quote a passage from a work just 
published, and which should be in the posses- 
sion of every medical man.* It is from Mr. 
W illcock’s truly valuable treatise on “ The 
Laws relating to the Medical Profession/* 
Ac. ; and at page 82, sect 11, is the follow- 
ing : — 

“ Every person, except a physician, how- 
ever learned or skilful he may be, is liable 
to a penalty of 5L for every time wherein he 
may practise surgery within the cities of 
London or Westminster, or within seven 
miles of London, for his private lucre or 
profit, before he has been admitted to prac- 
tise by the College of Surgeons ; one half of 
thia penalty is given to the king, and the 
other to the public use of the commonalty 
or society ; and the masters or governors for 
the time being are empowered to recover 


• Vide Charter, 15 Aug. 5 Car. 1. clause 9, in- 
serted in the same werk, p. 181, 


the same by action in any court held within 
the city of London." “I am not aware," ob- 
serves Mr. Willcock, “ that any proceed- 
ings have ever been instituted under this 
clause of the charter of Charles the First, 
which is, by way of reference, incorporated 
in the act 18 Geo. II. c. 15, by section 8.t 
And there may be some doubt whether, not- 
withstanding the words of that section, such 
penalty can be recovered in any manner, 
except by an action in a court of record , or 
other public court of the conntry ; for al- 
though the charter proposes to give the cor- 
poration the power of distress, such power 
cannot be exercised without making the 
College both judge and party, and giving 
some, or the whole, of the members of it, 
authority to hear and decide in their own 
canse, which neither the charter nor the 
statute pretends to give them, and which 
Lord Holt has said the Legislature cannot 
give." 

“ Every person, except u physician, how- 
ever competent he may be, ia liable to the 
penalty of five pounds for every month 
during which be may continue to practise 
surgery in any part of England, except Lon- 
don and Westminster, and seven miles 
around the former city, unless he has been 
admitted by the College of Surgeons, or ap- 
proved of by the ordinary, or, in his ab- 
sence, by the vicar-general of his diocese, 
and the other appointed persons by 3 H. 8. 
c. 11. The proceedings under this act 
against a person prsctising surgery are 
similar to those which may be instituted by 
a common informer against an unqualified 
physician." 

Thia being the case, and from a perusal 
of the act of lb Geo. II. c. 15 , and of the 
charter of the 22d of March, 40 Geo. III., 
I find the above, together with divers other 
privileges, confirmed in the most positive 
manner ; and although the president and 
council of the Royal College of Surgeons 
have not yet thought proper to put these pe- 
nalties into force (which in the case of some 
empirics that could be named they ought), 
yet 1, as an humble member of the pro- 
fession, consider it to be my duty to give 
this information, and thus afford those lia- 
ble to the penalties, the power of avoiding 
any actions which, from this work, it ap- 
pears the College has the power of insti- 
tuting against them. And thus let the old 
adage be borne in mind, that “ a preventive 
is belter than a cure'* And 1 would 
strongly advise every professional man to 
peruse the work in question, as it contains 
much judicious advice, combined with a 
mass of valuable medico-legal information. 

1 have to apologize for the length of this 
letter, but the subject would not admit of 


4 Ibid. p. 186. 
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curtailment, and trotting to your kindnes to 
admit this in your Journal, 

I remain yours obediently, 

H. W. Dewhurst, Sarg. 

Grosvenor Terrace, Oct. 1830. 

We shall say a few words on the work of 
Mr. Willcock in our next Number. Medi- 
cal law is now the universal topic. It is an 
error, however, to suppose that the College 
of Surgeons has the power to prevent un- 
qualified persons from, practising surgery. 
The Corporation of Surgeons, which existed 
under the act of 18 Geo. II., expired, or 
was dissolved, about 179U. The present 
College of Surgeons, therefore, is, compa- 
ratively speaking, a new institution, and 
was founded under the charter granted by 
George III. That charter, as it has not 
been confirmed by Act of Parliament, could 
not confer upon the members of the Council 
the privileges that were enjoyed by the 
Corporation under the Act of Geo. II. If 
the Cdlege of Surgeons possess the powers 
which Mr. Willcock the barister has con- 
ceded to them, why did the Council apply 
for a protecting Apt of Parliament in the 
year 1816 1 The College took the best ad- 
vice on the subject. It was well understood 
that it had not the power to prevent the in* 
trusion amongst the public of unqualified 
surgeons ; therefore it was aaxious to obtain 
an act from the Legislature which should 
compel all persons whowere about to practise 
surgery, to purchase a diploma from the 
College. Lord Gifford, the then attorney- 
general, and the present Lord Chancellor, 
the then solicitor-general, both stated as their 
decided opinion, that the College had no 
power over unqualified practitioners. Hence 
the application to Parliament ; but the Le- 
gislature having, in 1815, been nauseated 
by the Apothecaries’ Company, the members 
of the House of Commons, persons not pos- 
sessing the most sound constitutions in the 
world, could not find stomachs for any more 
physic. The job therefore was rejected, 
and principally through the exertions of Sir 
Robert, at that time Mr., Peel. We want 
cne, general, . comprehensive law, which 
can be easily obtained if the members of 
the profession will only exert themselves in 
a proper way. We shall endeavour to assist 
forthwith in the. goodly undertaking. 


THE LANCET. 

London , Saturday, Oct . 16, *83& 

Upon a further inspection, we are wot 
inclined to give publicity to the documents 
referred to in our last number, concerning 
the affairs of the Westminster Hospital, 
because they are of a nature to place the 
question upon too narrow a basis, and be- 
cause they involve many private matters 
which ought not to be introduced in the dis- 
cussion of an important public question. * 

A Correspondent, whose letter we insert 
at page 108, takes exception to the term 
‘'jobbers,** which We applied to the pro- 
moters of the scheme for rebuilding the . 
| hospital at Charing Cross. The expression 
is. certainly a harsh, one, and the more so 
because it is felt to he appropriate by the 
| persona for whom it was intended. At the 
j same time we are most willing to confess 
that it would be scandalous if we were to 
insinuate, even for an instant, that the 
whole party of Trustees, who advocate the 
removal of the hospital from its present site, 
are influenced by any motive other than a 
most ardent desire to uphold the best inte- 
ests of the charity. It is not right to impute 
improper intentions to any governor who 
may support the proposition for removing the 
hospital to Charing Cross, even ifit should 
be demonstrable that his own private inter- 
ests would be materially benefited thereby* 

I Neither is such evidence conclusive that 
j the undertaking would bs detrimental to the 
poor, prejudicial to the public interests, ot 
unjust towards l tlie founders of the hospital. 
The reasons that are advanced on. both sides 
of the question should be Carefully Consider- 
ed, and imputations upon motives ought to 
be studiously avoided ; but an opinio* deli- 
vered on either side of the questioh,' if un- 
supported by argument, should not have 
greater weight in deciding the question, 

I than a mere silent vote. What, then, are 
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the alleged reasons for rebuilding the hospi- 
tal at a distant place 1 They are all com- 
prehended in two brief propositions 

1st That the removal of the building 
from its present situation to Charing Cross, 
would lead to an increase in the amount of 
subscription, qnd, therefore, the hospital 
would be enabled to accommodate a larger 
number of patients ; and, — 

2ndly. That the removal is likely to be 
attended by a very considerable increase in 
the number of medical students. 

A very few words will be sufficient to 
show, that the arguments in support of this 
Ust proposition, if they have any weight at 
all, press decidedly against the project* 
ed removal; for the scheme contemplates 
neither more nor less than the conversion 
of a Hospital, established in Westminster 
for the benefit of the poof in its immediate 
vicinity, into a medical school in the neigh- 
bourhood of Charing Cross, for the benefit of 
the medical officers* The treasury pf the hos- 
pital possesses 74,000/. of funded property. 
Now we ask, —Was this money bequeathed 
to the necessitous sick poor, or to the projec- 
tors of a medical school? As no one will 
bare the temerity to contend that the terms 
of any one of the bequests refer, in the 
most distant mapner, tp the latter undertak- 
ing, the appropriation of even five pounds 
of the hospital funds to such a purpose, would 
be a precedent of most dangerous tendency, 
— would be such an outrageous perversion 
of the intentions of the benevolent donors, 
that it might not only prove destructive to 
(he existing property of the charity, but 
xpight prevent all future subscriptions, by 
causing a just apprehension of a want of dis- 
cretion and capacity iu the trustees. 

From the whole tenor of the discussions 
which have taken place in this Journal upon 
the subjects of hospital discipline aud medi- 
cal education, we hope it will he admitted 
that we have not, on any one occasion, been 
unmindful of the interests of medical stu- 
dents ; but we have never yet been epafiled 


to discover in what manner the patients ef 
a hospital are immediately benefited by the 
bustle and confusion constantly created in 
the wards.by the presence of large crowds 
of young gentlemen, whilst the pupils them- 
selves, thus collected by the monopolizing 
and mercenary by -laws of our colleges and 
medical companies, are utterly incapable 
of acquiring that information ef which they 
are so anxiously in search, and for which 
they so dearly pay. The governors, there- 
fore, have little reason for believing that 
the unfortunate patients will be benefited 
by converting their hospital into a ** large*’ 
medical school, and even the medical offi- 
cers themselves must admit, if they speak 
truly, that, with regard to affording ade- 
quate clinical instruction to the student, the 
pupils of the Westminster are already suffi- 
ciently numerous ; for it were idle and mon- 
strous to suppose that a hundred and fifty, 
or two hundred gentlemen) can approach 
near enough to the bed of a patient to hear 
either questions or answers, or eyen to ob- 
tain, in the majority of instances, a glimpse 
of the characters of the disease under treat- 
ment, Hence, if the medical officers were 
men of. talent, regular, in their attendance, 
and punctual in the delivery of judicious com- 
mentaries, on the diseases and their treat- 
ment, the Westminster , from the very cir- 
cumstance of its having only such a number 
of pupils as are enabled to see the siek, in 
hear the lecturer, aid observe the effects of 
the remedies given to each patient without 
obstruction or molestation, it might be es* 
teemed the best, the most efficient, hospital 
for clinical instruction in this metropolis. 
Eupogb has been advanced, then, to demon- 
strate that the interests of the pubtie, as 
connected with the education of medical 
students, and the comfort of the unfortunate 
patients, as affected by the inconveniences 
arising from a large medical school, loudly 
demand that the hospital should bo re- 
erected ia its present situation. 

The arguments by which it is endearour- 
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TO CHARING CROSS, 
ed to maintain the first proposition, are 
equaUj as unsubstantial and baseless ss 
were those advanced to support the second. 

& “ cwde^ofed by tbe " removal ” party, 
that if tbe hospital be removed from it* 
present " obscure" neighbourhood, it will be 
more liberally supported, and, consequently, 

4hat it will be enabled to relieve a numerous 
nqseniblage of patients, Obtcqrc neighbour- 
hood 1 Why it i* situated in tbe high road 
* om *• western part of tbe county-fro«, 

Chelsea, Putney, Hampton, Hammersmith, 

Kensington, and Knightsbridge ?— Why it 
is situated ip the high road from Hyde Park 
Comet to the House# of Parliament, to the 
Abbey and the Comte af Law i^Wby this 
H obseure ’* hospital in an « obscure neigh- 
bourhood ,” is within a hundred and fifty 
yards pf tbe King’s Palace, uppn which i 
million of money has just bf>eu expended. 

I# this situation, according to the annual 
reports of the governors, aesording to the 
yearly gratulstory addresses of some of those 
vc| y gentlemen who are now so boisterous 
in their demands for a removal, it lias exist 
ed and flourished one hundred and eleven 
years; it has fevered upwards of two hun 
Arod thousand diseased poor persons ; it has 
accumulated seventy. W thousand pounds 
of funded property, and there are twenty 
thousand pounds which have been liberally 
subscribed by the public for rebuilding the 
hospital. In the same reports it has been in- 
mriabty alleged that, in the management of 
Ihe funds of the charity, there has been no 
jobbing, n© peculation, that the patients 
ha*« been most scientifically and liberally 
trostsd, and, i# a word, that there has not 
hedn* better conducted hospital in Leaden. 

'Under then circumstances it ready would 
nppear that none hut the ignorant or the de- 
signing would hazard the welfare of tlie 
)K*r,bj demanding for this institution a new 
.situation., Hu*, jt i« sou tended, that were 
** erected at Charing Crass, k would be 
***** * **port daubia the mimber of 
*•*•*■• Twdgef The persons wbourg. 


It5 

tbls argument must be short-sighted indeed, 
or they would perceive that it goes to sup- 
port the erection of the Charing Cross Hos- 
pital, an undertaking for which a fund often 
thousand pounds is already collected, and not 
to prove a neoessity for the removal of the 
Westminster. Large hospitals, it is well 
known from painful experience, are advan- 
tageous, comparatively, neither to patients 
nor to pupils. The talked of - junction ” 
therefore, between the two institutions is, 
we trust, a mere idle rumour. Charing 
Cross doubtless will have its hospitsl without 
the removal of the Westminster, and as it 
is a spot whereon no hospital has stood for 
so many centuries, why has it become neces- 
sary that two should he erected there all at 
once ? In truth, any hospital is less required 
there now than it was some few years since, 
as the foul courts and alleys have been all 
Swept sway in effecting those splendid im- 
provements, which are every- where observ- 
able ia that neighbourhood. The West- 
minster Hospital at present stands upon 
ite own ^freehold ; but, if erected at Char- 
ring Cross, it will incur a ground-rent, 
we hesr, of eight hundred pounds per 
annum l I* ibis just? Jt it politic, thus 
to swallow up four-fifths of the present 
itthuai contributions in rent, when the 
whole might he reserved, and employ- 
ed in adding to ihe comforts of the 


afflicted patients? The hospital can be 
erected upon its own ground, in a situation 
that will prove far les9 noisy tb#u qear 
Chandog Street; and, as te salubrity, 
there is no comparison between the tv# 
places, for it is now at the very border of 
the Park. The medical officers have never 
yet complained to the public, that exy#*j, e - 
as, hospital gangrene, and hospital ferer, 
ate common in the wards of the ** ©Id West- 
minster.” It has spread no contagions dis- 
eases in the neighbourhood, and these cir- 
cumstances afford strong grounds for be- 
lieving* that a# far gs pure air is to be ob- 
tained in thia metropolis, there is no hoapi- 
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t«4 m London more fortunately 
atanced. 

From the considerations which we have 
here briefly enumerated, we confidently 
hope and expect, that the governors will 
faithfully discharge their duty to the poor, 
the public, and the profession, by re-erect- 
ing the hospital upon the freehold estate, 
which they hold in trust for the benefit of 
the institution. 


INQUEST AT HAMPTON. 

Mn. Jewel has addressed a note to us 
in which he denies that he approves of the 
employment of considerable force in the 
practice of midwifery. Mr. Jewel will 
excuse us for inviting his attention to the 
following evidence* : — 

Ann Ellman. Mr. Bowen used his in- 
struments with very great force ; he put 
Ills back against the wall, and his feet 
ngatnst the bed, and pulled with a napkin 
with all his force. Something then gave 
way > the sound was like a bit of stidk break- 
ing, and the witness saw a child’s arm pull- 
ed off. 

Mary Ann Elliot. — Mr. Bowen asked 
for the boot-hook, which he used, placing 
his feet against the bed, and pulling with 
violence. I saw him take off both arms ; | 
one he pulled off. 

Sarah Chilman. When the arm came 
off, he had got a napkin round it, and was 
pulling very hard, and witness said, “ The 
Lord have mercy on us.” 

XjxomOE Jewel examined. Do you think 
thatMr. Bowen acted properly in this case 'i 
—I DO.” 

This, is the way to strip evidence of its 
useless verbiage. 


i Practical Observations on Leucorrhcea , 
piwor dibits, or “ Weakness ,” with Cases \ 
, illustrative of a new mode of Treatment. 
By George Jewel, Surgeon, &c. Lon- 
don: Wilson. 1830. 8vo. pp. 108. 

©* all the “ new” works it has ever been 
our melancholy duty to examine, this affords 
tbe most instructive specimen of the craft 

♦ Lancet, No. 371 , page 76 . 


and mystery of writings book. Throughout 
its one hundred and eight pages we are pre- 
pared to prove that the author can only lay 
claim to two ideas peculiar to himself; the 
first of which is, that local irritation, deter- 
mination, or inflammation, is the immediate 
exciting cause of leucorrhcea ; the second, 
that the application of tbe solution of nitrate 
of silver is a specific by which, under all its 
forms, it may invariably be cured. Within 
this narrow space resides every merit of the 
treatise, notwithstanding all that has been 
said and sung in its celebration $ and even 
in these two points we have some reason to 
believe that priority of printing is ihe utmost 
to which he can pretend, for we have long 
known the nitrate of silver to be used as an 
| injection in this disease, and we also know 
that the exciting cause was ascribed to local 
irritation or inflammation, by a great num- 
ber of practitioners, long before Mr. Jewel 
favoured the public with his views on the 
subj ect. Inexperienced authors will doubt- 
less imagine that out of such a meagre text 
it must have been difficult to construct a 
book of seemly dimensions, and certainly 
no little credit is due to the artist in the 
present instance, for the success with which 
he has spun out his grain of gold into a 
lengthened wire. We admit that even after 
an attentive perusal we are still ignorant of 
his method of amplification, the distinguish- 
ing characteristics of which are, a very bad 
style of composition, and numerous ill-di- 
gested opinions and statements, which it 
would not he very easy for the author to 
justify, were the critic to press him hard for 
his defence. 

On the source of the increased secretion 
Mr. Jewel’s book affords no information de- 
rived from the author’s own necrotomic in- 
spections, but he has contrived to perplex 
the subject a little by expressing the follow- 
ing opinion, which he presently disproves in 
a most satisfactory manner. “ I belie ve/’ he 
says at p. 9, " that the discharge seldom 
issues from the uterine cavity while at p. 
39, we find him noticing the following im- 
portant data, from which we believe his 
first conclusion can scarcely be legitimately 
derived. “ Here,” he proceeds, “ it may be 
necessary to state that M. Blattin examined 
the bodies of twenty-four females who died 
from excessive leucorrhoeal discharge, with 
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circum- 
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a View of ascertaining the seat of the dis- 
ease. In nine of these cases, the morbid 
secretion was found to arise from the uterus, 
in thirteen from the neck of the uterus and 
vagina, and in two from the fallopian tubes. 
At p. 34, Mr. Jewel alludes to M. Liafranc’s 
operation of the removal of a part of the 
cervix uteri when affected with carcino- 
matous disease ; he mentions the report 
communicated to the Academic lloyale of 
forty cases of operation, three of which only 
teiminated fatally ; yet a few lines further 
on he states, as an objection to excision, 
that “ the operation gives a shock to the 
system sufficient in itself to destroy life.*' 

In his enumeration of remedies, he omits 
the cubebs, which, by report at least, have 
been tried with great success in this disease ; 
he also commits the pharmaceutical error of 
prescribing together the carbonate of potass 
and sulphate of magnesia, as the basis of 
an effervescing draught. We declare with 
regret, that, from all these circumstances we 
cannot recommend the book to the notice 
of the profession. As we have already stated, 
all that is valnflble in it resides in so narrow 
a compass, that with the exception of a few 
illustrative cases, it would scarcely form an 
admissible article for any journal of re- 
pute. Of the practical value of the nitrate of 
silver, we can offer no opinion, and its utility 
can alone be proved by extensive clinical 
experiments. 

We are glad, however, that under the 
same cover, though not a part of his “ Prac- 
tical Observations on Leucorrkcea,” Mr. 
Jewel has afforded us an opportunity for no- 
ticing him in a favourable manner. We 
allude to two cases of gonorrhoea, with ex- 
cellent preliminary observations, which he 
has given in a brief appendix, and without 
subscribing our assent to his doctrines, we 
cheerfully subjoin the following abstract of 
his opinions on the possibility of secondary 
symptoms arising from gonorrhoea, and one 
of the cases treated' by tire injection of the 
nitrate of silver. 

'* There is one question which I conceive 
to be of infinite importance, and which is 
still considered by many to remain unde- 
cided. Can gonorrhoea give rise to secon- 
dary symptoms ? Whether gonorrhoea and 
syphilis are two diseases widely distinct 
from each other, or one and the same, I 
have every reason to believe, from facts and 
observations, that secondary symptoms, such 


as papular eruptions, blotohes, and sore 
throat, do occasionally appear after tW for- 
mer disease, when it has been unusually 
severe or protracted, and especially wbeait 
occurred during utero- gestation. A mod em 
writer* bas stated bis belief, that as long an 
sound surfaces remain, to which the matter 
bas been applied, no secondary symptom of » 
specific character follows, that in fact no poi- 
son is formed. It would therefore appear, 
that in order to the production of secondary 
symptoms, the mucous surface must be 
broken, or that there necessarily moat exist a 
gonorrhoeal sore or excoriation, in which case 
the matter would be absorbed into the sys- 
tem. Upon this point of the subject I would 
remark, that I have always been carefully 
minute in my inquiries into the history of 
such cases, and that in the majority I bavn 
not succeeded in ascertaining that a tore 
had been detected at any period of the dis- 
ease, although the fact of the gonorrhoeal 
complaint had been most readily admitted. 
I have so often observed secondary symp- 
toms following gonorrhoea in pregnant wo- 
men, that I have long since thrown slide all 
doubt upon the subject, and have for several 
years invariably bad recourse to the altera- 
tive action of mercury, as in the exhibition 
of the hydr. cum creta, with s view of sus- 
pending the disease, and preventing secon- 
dary symptoms from taking place/* 

The annexed case of gonorrhoea, ** cured '* 
by the nitrate of silver, we think is highly 
deserving the attention of practical men. 

“ Dec. 9. A. R., a poor womtn, 25 years 
of age, states, that she has been infected 
with gonorrhoea about three weeks. The 
vaginal secretion is highly acrid, and there 
is a glandular enlargement in the right 
groin. The liuing membrane of the urethra 
is particularly sensible, and she complains 
of great soreness in the pudendum ; bowels 
confined. 

R Infus. senna, Jvss ; 

Pulv.jalapce, ji ; 

Potass, supertart . 5ij ; 

Syrup . z ingib. *ss. M. ft . [mill* 
sumat partem quartern pro dost. 

To take diluents plentifully, and to ab- 
stain from all stimulating food and drinks. 

11. Argent, nitrat. gr. xxiv ; 

Aq. distil . 3 viij . M. ft. Injecti Q 
ter in die utend. 

Hydrarg . cum creta , gr. v. bis quo - 
tidie . 

14. The symptoms are relieved, except 
the pain which is felt when the patient voids 
her urine. 

Continuentur remedia . 

17. The vaginal discharge has disappear- 
ed, but the local irritation continues. 


* Mr. Travers. 
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Tmidert&sa As Strength of the injection, 
(nitrate, of silver, gr. iv, ad A) aqu*.) 

Gapiat mitt, p*rg. ut antea, 

93* Im every respect much better. There 
is no vagifcal secretion, and she voids her 
unie without pain* To continue the injec- 
tion^ 

. 26. There is still a hardness in the groin, 
but, with this exception, the complaint is 

entirely removed* 

These esses, which l hate selected from 
others, merely from -their having been al- 
most the first of the kind of which 1 had 
taken notes, illustrate two practically im- 
portant points ; first, that the nitrate of 
silver will prove a therapeutical agent , of 
great value in the cure of gonorrhoea, in the 
female $ sad secondly, that it may be em- 
ployed with perfect safety end advantage, 
notwithstanding the presence ef inflamma- 
tory symptoms,” 


INQUEST AT HAMPTON. 

i£TT£H tROk SIR ANDREW HAL LI DAT. 

. To Hit Editor of The Lancet. 

Si*,*— I n the report which you hare given 
in last whek’s Lancet, of the evidence 
taken at the inquest at Hampton, on the 
2nd inst., there are two errors, which, though 
perhaps Of little moment, I hope yon will do 
do me the favour to correct in your next 
number. 

First, — Mr. Bowen did not cal} upon me , 
to explain the reports that were in circula- , 
tion* He eame accidentally into my room 
about half an hour after I had first heard of 
the report from Mr. Sells of Kingston. I 
repeated to him (Mr. Bowen) the statement 
as made to me by Mr. Sells, and in the very 
words in which it had been made, and as he 
unreservedly assured me that that statement 
was not true, I wrote the words down upon 
a slip of paper, told him the name of the 
person fro* whom the report had come (a 
Mr. Russell of Hampton), and said he 
ought to go instantly and have it contra- 
dicted. My words were, “ Take this paper, 
and tell Mr, Russell that you have my au- 
thority /or saying that he has been propa- 
gating this false report , which you can 
read to So fully was 1 impressed 

from what Mr. Bowen said, that on meeting 
Mr. Sells about half an hour afterwards I 
stopped him in the village of Hampton, and 
in a manner exclaimed, “ lam delighted to 
be able to assure you that the rejtort you 
have heard about Mr* Bowen is all libs!'* 

Secondly, — that however the evidence may 
have been taken down, my answer to Mr. 
Guy's first question was, that Mr. Bowen 


had never told me that he had taken qg the 
child's arms . Had Mr. Bowen been exam- 
ined, as I conceive he ought to have been, 
dad as I fully expected he would have been 
(as he Certainly Was the only person that 
could give the cCroucr and jury any infor- 
mation) , I should have had the opportunity 
of making him explain tile now apparent in- 
consistency between my assertions in the 
first instance to Mr. Sells, and subsequently 
to Mr. Geofge Taylor Of Kingston ; and my 
reply to Mr. Guy’s first question as stated in 
your report of the inquest. 

My own feelings would have induced me 
to have troubled you at much greater length 
on this unfortunate business, in which great 
efforts hake been made to implicate me per- 
sonally ; but I cannot expeot that your 
Valuable pages are to be occupied with such 
private concerns, however important they 
may be considered by, 

Sir, your very faithfal servant, 

Andrew Halliday. 

Hampton Court, 

Oct, 13, 1830. 


LETTER FROM MR. JEWEL. 

To the Editor of The Lancet* 

-Sir, — -M y surprise was not’a little excited, 
on perusing The Lancet of Saturday last, 
to find an article stating that I had given 
Opinions favourable to the employment of 
great foUoe in obstetric operations. I pre- 
sume that the statement originated in some 
misconception on the part of your reporter, 
as in the whole of my evidence upon the 
occasion of the inquest at Hampton, not one 
word wad said upon the subject. With a 
view of removing from the minds of the 
jury the unfavourable impression made by 
tire manner in which the witness Ann Ellam 
detailed the particulars of the operation, I 
simply asked her whether she had ever be- 
fore been present at such a case, and whe- 
ther she was awsre what degree of force was 
necessary upon such an occasion ; to which 
she replied in the negative. The principle 
so ably laid down by Dr. Davis with respect 
to the amount of force, and its being applied 
by degrees in the operations of midwifery, 
has appeared in almost every obstetric Work 
front the first dawning of midwifery as a 
science, and I presume, in the present day, 
is strongly inculcated upon the mind of the 
student by every teacher of midwifery in 
Europe. Your giving insertion to this let- 
ter in your next week’s Lancet, will oblige. 
Sir, 

Your very obedient servant. 

Geo. Jewel. 

24, Sackville Street, Piccadilly, 

Oct. 12tb, 1830. 
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INQUEST AT HAMPTON. 


QUESTIONS TO MB. JEW1&. 

To the Editor of The Lancbt. 

Sir, — The Inquest held at Hampton be* 
fore a coroner who was miserably incompe- 
tent, because not an intelligent member of 
the medical profession, has suggested to me 
the following questions, which 1 trust you will 
give me permission, through the medium of 
your most valuable publication, to put to 
Mr. Jewel, one of the medical witnesses on 
that very melancholy occasion. 

I have the honour to be, like yourself, a 
friend to the cause of public justice, and 
Sir, your 

Constant Reader. 

In the state of mutilation in which the 
child was found upon inspection of the body 
of the deceased Frances Clark, how could 
Mr. Jewel take upon him to say, that “ the 
only part which could have been felt during | 
the labour had been the cheek V ’ | 

On what principle does Mr. Jewel pre* j 
some the removal of the arms of the child, | 
its mother having bad a full -sized pelvis, 
and having previously given birth to living 
children at the full period of gestation, to J 
have been ** perfectly justifiable V* 

Where has Mr. Jewel seen the practice 
in cases of cheek presentation, of “ bring- 
ing down the breech with a blunt hook 1” 
Does he teach this practice in his lectures, 
or has he heard of any other teacher of mid- 
wifery, either in tins country, or in any 
other, who has ever directed or adopted it 1 
Will be alto be kind enough to refer me to 
any authority for the practice of “ breaking 
the spine of the foetus with a boot-hook, or 
even with a common blunt hook,’' in cases 
of presentation of the cheek 1 

In any case of presentation of the arms, 
however large the child might be, is it usual, 
or has it ever been recommended by a com- 
petent authority, to remoye suoh presenting 
arms, by wrenching, or even by the more 
decorous operation of excision 1 If not, 
how came Mr. Jewel to give his opinion on 
oath, that the Hampton practitioner “ was 
not to blame in the treatment be adopted V ' 
If the head of the child had not engaged 
in, nor entered deeply into, the cavity of the 
pelvis at the commencement of the opera- 
tion, what was there to prevent the attempt 
of effecting the delivery by turning, an ope- 
ration which, Mr. Jewel should know, con- 
sists in the hrioging down of the child's 
feet, and not the arms, os was practised in 
this unfortunate case ! If, on the other 
hand, the head, cheek or face foremost, 
had got down into the pelvis, and there (in 
consequence of the incompetency of nature 
to effect its expulsion, or of art its safe deli- 
very with the forceps) had become strongly 
and ijnmoveably impacted, is there a com- 


petently-educated practitioner in the king- > 
dom who would not have had recourse to the 
operation of cepbalotomy, or is there any . 
teacher besides Mr. Jewel who oeuld have 
approved of any other practice ? 

Having asserted on oath that the Hamp* - 
ton practitioner had acted properly in this 
case, why did Mr. Jewel decline to answer 
the question, whether “ in the position ia ; 
which he found the foetus, be himself would : 
have pursued the same course V* . t 

Did Mr. Jewel ever receive instruttiont 
I in the art of midwifery t If he did, it my 
be useful to the students of the present day : 
to be made acquainted with the name of km: 
teacher. If not, how could he dare to set 
up for a teacher himself 1 . 

It is in evidence, that the medical attend* . 
ant on Frances Clark used very great forest 
“ that he put his back against the waU, end < 
his feet against the bed,” that M something . 
then gave way, that- the sound was -like n. 
bit of stick breaking, and that both the 
witnesses saw a child’s arm pulled off 
does Mr. Jewel still persist that the medi- 
cal man who could do all this, was not to 
blame in the treatment he adopted) If not, 
he should forthwith publish an honest re* 
cantation of his error, as some small, but the. 
ouly, compensation now in his power, to the . 
cause of humanity and public justice, whiok. 
he has so deeply injured. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL, 

CLINICAL LECTURE 

DELIVERED BY 

Da. ELLIOTSON, 

Oct, 11, 1850. 


PARALYSIS AOITAN8. 

Gent lsm bn, —The physician w bese turn 
in the hospital it is on any week to make sc 
selection of the eases which, ase admitted,' 
generally takes under hie own- one those 
which are acute, and having made elioiea of 
a sufficient number to fill the vacant beds- in* 
his own wards, distributes to the other phy- 
sicians tlierem oiling cases, which ace, for 
the most part, chronic, though now and then* 
as you may suppose, an acute esse ia 
amongst them. Of the medical patients ad- 
mitted Inst Thursday under myself, sin 
were men and six were women. Among 
the men is a case of ahtikiag palsy, end 
another of palsy of the wrists arising from 
lead ; one of a very curious nature,— hemi- 
plegic palsy, in which half the body only is 
affected, and that only for a certain number 
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tiers' feW ? ay ’ ; one of Periodical 
palsy , one of convulsions of the lower ex- 

nwn^d? »«empt at motion, a case of 
“*"^ a ® nd diseased liver, and one of rheu- 
matism. Among the women is a case of hvs- 
-i. J’,yP b,,,s ' ecalled head or porrigo, 

o? t?e ^“ mmat, ° D ? f . tbe 8tomac h, tumour 
of th e abdomen, and inflammation of the 

* he s P' nH - Of these I shall 
W fh? f ° r yo»f eonsideration- this morn- 

medial l.n“ e ° f 8bak ' ng pa,s y> which * >■> 
Th?\i . §Uage “ C8l 'e<'P«r«/ J i s is agitans. 
the best account of this disease which 1 

titTnn!! 8 "’ 18 one given by a general prac 
ki™™’ no 7 .deceased, of the name of Par- 
i'"*?’ 8 b, 8 h, r respectable man, who 
““I U P°". the subject in 1817, 
which I have derived nearly all I know 
upon the complaint. The subject of the 

pwaent case is F E , a man aged , 

received into William’s Ward, No. 20. , 

rnnaiifi'T* 8 ’ 8c . c0rd,n e to Mr. Parkinson, i 
to ml? •"voluntary tremulous motions, , 
in m ore or fewer of those parte of the body j 

^ U 5 deI ' tbe comman( l of the i 

^» 'tvTm.,te ,mmiS ‘ ed muacular P ow 'er ; and 1 
^^, r\ m °“ 0nS OCCnr iB P ar,s > which , 
!"*°' 8t ‘h* t,me « Toluntary action, and a 
when * h ey are supported. There is g 
te^nk fnv‘ P ™P eD8,t J ‘o hend the head and o 
Jhln lT ard8> 8n “ 8 8tron S inclination, ,j 
,^ b ®“ 7 1 1 kl " fr ’ *° C0Inm ence a running pace, a 
into which pace the lower limbs frequently I 
pts. from the former, the individual appeal Q i 
i“i 88 though in great haste, and anxious to d 
*7 1™"^- At ‘he same time, the senses d. 
wnrdl are quite unimpaired. The n, 

words of Mr. Parkinson in describing this st 
dmemm - Involuntary tremulous mo! * 
t.on.with lessened muscular power in parts 
not in- action and even supported, with a tli 
propensity to bend the trunk forward, and of 
to pass Irom a walking to a running pace, so 

S* *”“• 8nd ,n,eliect being uninjured.” be 
Now this disease usually commences in in 

P r? rt i? f tI ? C frame ' as » for instance, a ri 
in sl^f ; but U m0re fre qnently begins S w 
*L!r and ' ° r in the a,i ni ; there it will Z 
rema [ n /<>r. many months, and pa 
n for years, before it spreads, and ner- 
hapstit never spreads at all. Sometimes, how- 

oJw ln , cre “ es iu de S ree and extent, and eTI 
other parts beeome affected, until, at last I! 

bod y 18 iu a constant shake, iht 
Though the tremulous motions in this dis- Yo 

j r t *“ Tol “ ,,,ar y. yet they may be cot 
*7 8n effort ®f ‘he will. The Effort aff. 
exerted, however, must be of a powerful ;«♦! 

Il°?h 7^“ will for a few moments % 
stop the shaking. As the disease extends. Ts 
first one extremity and then another be- fi.r 
« length the head and trunk 
bendforwards, the individual walks in some IS 


i ; warns m some 

meMure upon blg toes> the raotion of walki 

becomes gradually quickened, at last it is 


ical altogether lost, and the man unconsciously 
ex- gets into a trot, and has all the appearance 
e ot of a person in a most violent hurry. This 
eu- change is owing to the disease being slijrhtlv 
js- under the will. The individual who is 
go, afflicted, finds that a powerful exertion of 
our the muscles will stop the tremors, and as 
runn, og requires more effort than walking 
,al1 running answers better to control them - or 
rn- we may say, that when lie is walking, ’the 
m same effort which he makes to check them 
ns. forces him to run, which state he continues! 
u 1 because he finds that he thus partly con- 
ic* quers the tremulous motions,— that they do 
ir- not so much get the better of him and im- 

00 pede him. The same effect is produced in St. 
[ f > Y ltus 8 uance, — a powerful effort will some- 
, times stop the convulsions for a moment. 

a £ curious circumstance observable in this 
J? d,8ease is » that if happen to remit in 
u * one part of tbe frame, it soon increases 
n, in another. Thus if the leg shakes more, 
the arm may shake less; and so remarkable 
ly IS this, that if you take hold of the arm for 
ie instance, and prevent it from shaking,’ the 
leg will begin to tremble immediately * if 
j y™ 8tead J one part, the other is sure to 
£ shake more violently, or perhaps begin to 
>s shake, though quiet previously. This also is 
a often observed in St. Vitus’s dance. It some- 
», times happens, that a change of posture will 
arrest the trembling in the pait. The dis- 
y ease agrees in another respect with chorea, 

- or St. Vitus s dance, that the shaking ceases 
dun , n ff al le ep, though when very strongin- 
s deed, the shaking continues, whether the 
e patient be asleep or awake, — a circum- 
s stance also occurring in violent cases of 

* chorea. 

* In usual Progress of paralysis agitans, 

1 the voice is not affected until the muscles 
of the upper extremity and head have been 

. so for a long time. At lost, however, speech 
becomes involved, and the muscles employed 
' in the acts of deglutition and mastication 
; are affected, and speaking, chewing, and 
swallowing, are extremely difficult to be 
performed. By and by the urine and faces 
pass away involuntarily, general emaciation 
ensues, entire decay of the powers, and ulti- 
mately death. Such is the melancholy pro- 
gress of the disease when it continues to 
extend beyond the part originally affected, 
though frequently it does not increase at all. 
iou may often see persons with the head 
constantly shaking, while no other part is 
affected,, and in whom the disease has ex- 
isted to the same degree and extent for 
many years. Sometimes, also, you may 
observe persons, one of whose hands only is 
tor many years, agitated. Mr! Parkinson 
relates a curious case in which there was 
also hemiplegia, but one only of the two 
diseases was present at a time, for when the 
hemiplegia commenced in the agitated parts 
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the shaking ceased ; and on the cessation of 
the hemiplegia, the shaking recommenced. 

This disease is to be carefully distin- 
guished from the tremulous motions with 
which drunkards are affected. It is entirely 
distinct from the effect produced by ha- 
bitual intoxication. You are well aware of 
the effects which spirituous and vinous 
liquors, tobacco, tea, coffee, and other nar- 
cotics, will produce when used in excess. 
If the indulgence in any of these is habitual, 
then the shaking is continuous, and it is 
only by discontinuing their use that the 
tremours cease. This trembling, too, will 
be produced temporarily by occasional strong 
doses only. It generally, also, affects both 
bands, and is seen chiefly when any effort is 
made by the individual ; if, for instance, a 
pen is taken in the hand, a shaking comes 
on the moment an attempt is made to write ; 
or if a cup or glass be lifted, the contents are 
spilled over. The greater, too, the effort 
which is made, the more excessive is the 
tremour that follows. But in paralysis agi- 
tanB exactly the reverse of this is observable, 
for a strong effort will, for the time, over- 
come the disease. By this, and by the affec- 
tion occurring pretty equally in both hands, 
you may distinguish nervous trembling from 
paralysis agitans. You are aware that 
strong passions, as fear and rage^ will also, 
like strong tea, coffee, or tobacco, produce 
a trembling. 

It does not appear that the disease of 
which I am at present speaking, was well 
characterised or distinguished before Mr. 
Parkinson wrote on the subject. The pe- 
culiar characters which mark the shaking of 
drunkards, as different from the diseases of 
muscular agitation, had been pointed out 
by Galen, and many others since his time, 
hut paralysis agitans was not well defined 
before the essay of Mr. Parkinson. Having 
then described to you the usual course of 
the disease, 1 shall revert to the particular 
case before us. 

The patient, F. E., is 38 years of age, 
and has had the disease eighteen months. 
He has been accustomed to drink hard at 
different periods of his life. He is a school- 
master by profession. It is the right upper 
extremity which is now affected; but though 
the right lower extremity is not in agita- 
tion, it is occasionally retracted as he walks, 
— experiences solitary catchings, though it 
does not shake. The disease began in the 
head and tongue, hut when the right upper 
extremity was affected, it left the head. 
This peculiarity distinguishes the present 
case, that the tongue is one of the parts 
that were first affected. In general this is 
not the case, and the tongue is not affect- 
ed, after many other parts have suffered se- 
verely. The head now shakes very slightly 
only. The affection of the tongue is at- 


tended by the following very curious result. 
Whenever the man attempts to speak, the 
tongue begins to quiver like the tongue of 
a serpent ; presently a confused murmur is 
heard, and then suddenly he brings out bis 
words with extreme rapidity ; and such is 
the effort that he cannot stop himself, but 
repeats the few last words again and again. 
It is a phenomenon analogous to the running 
which occurs on the attempt to walk. He 
cannot manage the muscles at all, without u 
violent effort, such an effort that his tongue 
gets as it were into a run ; the common ex- 
pression of the tongue running, when we 
describe a person who makes a good use of 
it, is really applicable to this patient. I 
have written down in the case-book, “ Be- 
fore he can speak he makes a confused and 
inarticulate murmur, and then speaks rapid- 
ly, slurring his words together, and repeat* . 
ing the last words several times. The effort 
makes the tongue and right upper extremity 
shake violently/ 1 He deeps very well, hie 
appetite is good, and in all other respects, 
except this shaking of the body, he is in 
tolerable health. Sometimes after a good 
night’s rest he does not shake at all for a 
few minutes after waking iu the morning, 
hut then it is not long before the trembling 
commences. Any excitement or attempt to 
do any thing at once, greatly increases the 
tremours, but by a strong effort he can at 
leugth arrest them for a few moments. The 
only other symptom present is dostiveaesa 
(he has hut two stools a week) , and a pain 
in the head whenever he is anxious. 

With regard to the nature of the disease, 
in many cases it depends, no doubt, on 
organic affection of some kind. Mr. Par- 
kinson gives a dissection after the disease, 
in which the liugual and brachial nervea 
were found indurated, and the medulla ob- 
longata very firm. 

When patients get from had to worse* and 
nothing whatever makes an impression on 
the disease, it is impossible to avoid sup* 
posing that an organic change has taken 
place in the nerves of motion, the medulla 
spinalis, or the medulla oblongata. In many 
cases the disease is controllable by art; it 
ceases on active treatment. In young per- 
sons I have often seen it cured. Iu such 
cases there has always been great oostive- 
ness. In old persons I#have not remarked 
this, and the disease is most remediable 
in young persons, in whom it usually arises, 
in all probability, from mere congestion or 
inflammation, or some state of the nervous 
matter of a peculiar nature, not understood, 
but independent of organic change or inflam- 
matory action. 

As to the cause in this man, it is not very 
certain. It appears that about two years 
ago he had a fall, by which his head was 
slightly contused ; but it is impossible to say 
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whether this has had any share in producing 
the present disease. This circumstance is 
very likely to have had some effect at a sub- 
sequent distant period ; for it is quite sur- 
prising how often medical men jsefe organic 
changes or chronic inflammation produced, 
and especially in the head, by a very little 
accident that happened at a long period 
previously. Eighteen months ago, too, he 
informs me he was mercurialized. He has 
also suffered great anxiety. The fall might 
have produced it ; indulgence in drinking, 
anxiety, and the effect of strong mercurial ac- 
tion, may have all co-operated. From the 
circumstance of the disease having followed 
a fall, I should be less sanguine in my prog- 
nosis, &s chronic inflammation and indura- 
tion, or other changes of structure, may 
have been produced. 

As regards the treatment in a case of this 
kind, if I ascertain that there is any inflam- 
matory state, or fullness of the head, I em- 
ploy bleeding generally or locally, or both, 
setons, issues, moxas, and also purging and 
low diet* and mercury. If there is mere 
fulness of habit, I should employ antiphlo- 
gistic measures. But if there is no reason 
to suppose that any fulness or inflammation 
exists, — iif the patient is not of a plethoric 
habit, if no local pain or tenderness is felt, 
then remedies which exert a peculiar ac- 
tion on the nervous system, different alto- 
gether from that of narcotics, are the best 
means. Almost all nervous disorders what- 
ever, and convulsions of various kinds, may 
arise from inflammation, from fulness, con- 
gestion, or a peculiar condition, the nature 
of which we ao not understand, but which 
we do not consider to be necessarily inflam- 
matory. I do not know how to distinguish 
between the propriety of adopting either of 
the two modes of treatment, but by observ- 
ing whether there be fulness of habit or 
not, local heat or pain, and whether there 
has been a local cause— an external injuiy. 
When there is pothing of this sort observ- 
able, then stimulants and tonics, and those 
peculiar medicines, are the most useful 
things you can employ. Iron, nitrate of sil- 
ver, arsenic, sulphate of zinc, and prepara- 
tions of copper, are in this class, and fre- 
quently do great good in all kinds of nervous 
cases, though we do not know how. As 
to this man, he has been both in St. 
Georgia and the Middlesex Hospitals before 
coming here, and in both he was very pro- 
perly, though unsuccessfully, treated. What 
was done in St. George’s I may as well inform 
you. He was bled and. cup pad ; counter-irri- 
tation by blisters was employed, a discharge 
was kept up from the back of his head, and he 
was put upon a low diet, — a plan which it 
was very reasonable to pursue in the first in- 
stance, for he is in the prime of life, of rather 
full habit, and had suffered a mechanical 


injury. I found, likewise, that in the Mid*-, 
dlesex Hospital, stimulants were aubse- . 
quently allowed him ; he had porter and 
camphor, and good nourishment, as the 
previous plan had failed *, and though not 
cured by this treatment, he was rather bet- 
ter. Judging from these facts, I have deter- 
mined to support him well, and exhibit 
tonics and those remedies which peculiarly 
control some diseases of the nervous system. 
Had I seen him long ago, I should have 
begun with the plan followed in St. George's, 
and after a full trial, and failure, had re- , 
course to the method pursued at the Mid- . 
dlesex. The present state of the man induces 
me to follow up the latter plan. Among the 
various remedies of the kind now spoken of, 
iron is one of the most powerful, and cer- 
tainly the safest. I have been more suc- 
cessful with this medicine than any other in 
nervous affections, and it is safer than 
arsenic, and does not irritate the stomach 
and bowels as arsenic and copper do ; it is 
pleasanter than nitrate of silver, for it occa- 
sions no risk of blackening the skin. I have 
accordingly ordered two drachms of the 
subcarbonate of iron, to be taken three 
times. He informs me he is always better 
when stronger, and better with a certain 
allowance of porter, and I believe him, both 
because the strengthening plan frequently 
does answer much better, and because he is 
a respectable man, apparently very anxious 
to get well. I need hardly say how neces- 
sary it is to attend to the state of the bow- 
els. Whenever there is any approach to 
inflammation, or congestion m the nervous 
system, purging is sure to effect good ; and 
nervous diseases may sometimes arise from 
torpor of the bowels. Altogether, however, 

I have been disappointed in the use of pur- 
gatives in chronic disorders of the nervous 
System as’curative, or materially mitigating 
remedies ; but on account of the costiveness 
in this man's case, 1 have ordered the croton 
oil every day, in order to keep the bowels 
open ; for though purging might do no 
positive good, and by debilitating might 
in this case increase the morbid irritabi- 
lity of the nervous system, yet constipation 
would certainly do harm. Also the iron, 
being a bulky medicine, would accumulate 
if costiveness were permitted, and prove 
troublesome. Generally speaking, if given 
with treacle, the composition lias a tendency 
to open the bowels, and no aperients are 
required. But costiveness should always be 
carefully avoided when it is exhibited. 

It is not very often that we have a case 
of this disease in the hospital ; but I have 
cured many in private practice ; in young 
persons, by bleeding, cupping and leeching . 
the head, and by purgatives. I had, how- 
ever, one in the hospital, in which all these 
were perseveringly employed, — I cannot say 
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bow loag .or often, — and in which subse- 
quently I' gave sulphate of zinc in large 
quantities, all without effect ; but on having 
recourse to iron, the disease instantly ana 
permanently gave way. Iron here certainly 
acted specifically, and yet I may mention 
that the head was hot and painful. Still I 
have prescribed it as well as all the other 
remedies of that kind, and all the remedies 
of chronic inflammation, in many cases of 
elderly persons, who derived not the least 
advantage from the treatment, and most j 
probably because there was organic disease, 
— some change of structure in the nerves of 
motion, and those parts of tbe brain and 
medulla, with which they are immediately 
connected. 


BXSEASB OP THE HEART. 

Before we separate I hare a few observa- 
tions to make on a very interesting ease of 
disease of the heart which has just proved 
fatal, and the morbid changes of which I 
have now before me. The patient was a 
young man admitted into the hospital on the 
8th of July last, William’s Watd, F. S., 
No. 4, aged 25. The history of tbe disease 
was this : — he had been ill between three 
and four months with ague, which, he said, 
had begun two days after arriving, on tbe 
31st of March, at a place called Figuera, 
which is four days’ sail from Lisbon. He 
said that bo had a paroxysm generally every 
day, and rheumatic pains in the limbs during 
wot weather. Let me observe to you, while 
on tills subject, that there is nothing more 
common than a combination pf ague and 
rheumatism in the same individual. Some- 
times they co-exist, sometimes they alter- 
nate, — curiously enough, the ague ceases 
when the rheumatic pains commence, and 
when the rheumatic attacks are over the 
ague comes on again. We eannot see any 
connexion between the two diseases to pro- 
duce this, but so it is. In the present case 
I observed a swelling pf the lower extremi- 
ties, which Were always very cold. There 
was also tenderness of the abdomen, espe- 
cially in the region of the umbilicus, and on 
the right Bide of the chest. It is common * 
enough for the abdominal viscera to become 
diseased, and dropsy of the abdomen, or ge- 
neral dropsy of the body at large, to occur 
with, and subsequently to, ague. The dropsy 
in this case was shown by soft, pale swell- 
ings of the legs, pitting upon pressure ; and 
the tenderness all over the abdomen, without 
manifest disturbance of the functions of any 
of tbe abdominal viscera, showed more or 
less of inflammatory affection of the perito- 
neum. The fulness also of the abdomen 
probably aiose partly from ascites, though 
there was not sufficient fluid to occasion 
fluctuation* The pulse wap sharp and 


strong, and beating 104. Tbia fact* with •' 
little difficulty of breathing* led mp to sop^ 
pose that the heart was atiboted, for there 
was evidently no inflammatory disease suffi- 
cient to account for the state of the pulse. 
There was no feverUhaefs of body. He 
had dyspnoea certainly on lying down, aud 
quick motion, but boraly any cough; and 
there was nothing in the mode of breathing ' 
to lead to a belief that tbe lungs were 
affected. I applied tbe stethoscope* The 
action of the ventricles of the heart was 
morbidly strong, particularly in the left re* 
gion of tbe organ, and extended over a eon* • 
siderable space. A bellows sound could be 
very plainly heard on that side, and in a 
lower degree indeed to some extent. Now 
ague itself is generally cured with the sul- 
phate of quinine, but here tbe tenderness 
of tbe abdomen, the state of the pulse, and 
the force of the heart, led me to have recourse 
also to bleeding. The egue was prasently 
cured by five grains of tbe sulphate of qut- < 
nine three times a day. A pint of blood was 
also taken from the arm, and 1 gave him two 
grains of calomel twice a day* and put hint of r 
course, on a low diet. He was, in tbe progress 
of bis treatment, continually cupped and bled 
by leeches over the region of the henrt end 
abdomen. He shortly got, as he considerad, 
much better, tod wished to leave the hotpi* 
tal, and return to bis occupation ; but how- 
ever much his health might be improved 
in other respects, the state of tbs pules, 
and the force and sound of the heart, 
led me to advise him to remain. He 
soon after became dropsical again and died, 
the pulse being, to the dty of his death, nearly 
as sharp as it was at first. On the post- 
mortem examination, I ascertained that a 
most important disease of the heart had ex- 
isted, and this I will now show you. First 
| of all, both ventricles are dilated, end I • 
should observe, that when tbis happens, the * 
heart acquires a very considerable mm, and 
becomes nearly round at tbe apex, the 
angle of the apex becoming so obtuse that 
the apex is really almost effaced ; this alte- 
ration iu the heart may be seen in the plate 
before you. (Plate VI. of l>r. Elliots®®** 
work on Diseases of the Heart.) There is 
exactly the same appearance in tbis heart 
(showing it) as in the engraving. Observe 
here that the left ventricle is considerably 
increased in size. Tbe right is larger than, 
usual, but not so large in proportion as the 
left. The heart itself, notwithstanding its 
great dilatation, is at least of its natural 
thickness ; indeed, the walla of the left 
ventricle ore more than that,~-it has lost 
nothing in thickness by its enlargement in 
capacity. There must, consequently, have 
been a great addition of substanes made 
to it, or it would have beoome thinner. 
This thickening and dilatation together of 
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the heart is called eccentric hypertrophy . 
We shall, in the course of the 1 winter, see 
instances decidedly the reverse of ihis t where 
the cavity of the hypertrophied walls is 
diminished ; and those are distinguished by 
the terra concentric hypertrophy . 1 told you 
that there was a strong bellows sound heard 
in this case ; I will now, therefore, show 
you in the same heart a most remarkable 
specimen of disease of the valves of the 
aorta — an extraordinary growth like venereal 
warts. I do not recollect having ever seen 
excrescences of such a length as are here, 
one is nearly an inch and a half long. There ! 
are excrescences from each valve of the 
aorta. Now these did not present much 
impediment to the circulation ; they are 
quite soft and flat, and not greatly in the 
way of the course of the blood, and we need 
not, therefore, wonder that the pulse was 
sharp and really very full to the last. Taking 
into consideration the size of the left ven- 
tricle and its thickness, the muscular force 
which propels the blood into the aorta 
must have been immense The incon- 
venience which the patient must have 
suffered from the violence it exerted must 
have been very great. Though there was 
no material impediment to the circulation 
from the excrescences, yet examination by 
the ear sufficiently showed, by the strong 
bellows sound, the existence of impedi- 
ment. In this other plate there is a view of 
excrescences proceeding from the valves, of 
a globular form, and another of excrescences 
with minute growths of bone. To show you 
how little disease of the heart may be sus- 
pected in a case of this kind, without the 
intervention of the ear, I may mention, that 
in one of these cases, the man was admitted 
into the hospital for some other disease, and 
he neither complained of, nor appeared 
to suffer from, any affection of the heart, 
and we were not a little surprised, ou 
examination after death, to discover the 
excrescence. Probably, if there had been 
any reason for listening in that region, we 
should have found a bellows sound. In the 
present case I did examine by the ear, and 
discovered impediment. I have no doubt, 
that the minutest impediment is sufficient 
to produce the bellows sound, in the pre- 
sent case there was general dropsy, ten- 
derness of the abdomen, slight chronic pe- 
ritonitis, slight difficulty of breathing ; 
and on striking with the hand over the re- 
gion of the heart, a dull sound to a great 
extent was peroeptible. On opening the 
pericardium, about half a pint of perfectly 
clear serum was found, with a few flakes of 
lymph. Fluid also existe d in oue pleura. The 
hearthad become so large, that it bad distend- 
ed tbe pericardium greatly, and there was, 
in consequence, little room for any effusion ; 
but what space there was, was entirely filled 


with this serum. The flakes of lymph were 
probably the result of inflammation of the 
pericardium, connected with his rheuma- 
tism. In the course of the winter I shall 
give you reason to suppose, that hypertro- 
phy of tbe heart is generally the result of an 
inflammatory affection, when not of mere 
impediment ; and that most inflammatory 
affections of the Bubstance of the heart and 
the lining membrane, begin with, or arise 
subsequently to, more or less inflammation 
of the pericardium. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 

FRACTURE AND AMPUTATION OF THE* FINGER, 

John Frost, setat. 33, was admitted into 
Colston’s Ward on the 22d of September, 
with a severe wound of tbe middle-finger of 
tbe left band, occasioned by tbe fall of a 
heavy piece of timber. The second pha- 
lanx was fractured, tbe soft parts were much 
lacerated, and the periosteum was denuded 
to some extent. In consequence of the ex- 
ceedingly contused state of the parts, ampu- 
tation was deemed advisable, and was ac- 
cordingly performed in a particularly neat 
manner by tbe dresser, Mr. Bullmore, The 
incisipu was commenced about au inch from 
the phalangeal extremity of the metacarpal 
bone, and carried forwards on each side* 
The metacarpal bone was then divided in a 
transverse direction to facilitate the contact 
of the severed edges, and the remaining 
fingers were brought together by means of 
a small roller. 

'Hie wound has now nearly healed. There 
is very little deformity, and it is to be hoped 
that the utility of the hand is but slightly 
diminished. 

We notice this case chiefly for two rea- 
sons ; first, to show the pupils the little de- 
formity of the hand that arises from the am- 
putation of & finger through the met&carp&l 
bone, and, secondly, for the purpose of 
bestowing on a scientific and zealous dresser 
that approval of his conduct which it cer- 
tainly deserves. 


EXTENSILE DISEASE OF THE ANCLE- JOINT 

AMPUTATION OF THE LEG. 

J. Reeve, ait. circ. 30, admitted into 
Darker’s Ward on Sept. 30. The left ancle- 
joint was much enlarged, and on each side 
there were fistulous openings, from which a 
considerable quantity of matter was con- 
tinually discharged. 

The patient says that he was in this hos- 
pital with disease of the same joint about 
six years ago. He is a newsman, and be 
imagines that the continual walking to which 
he was subjected was the cause of this 
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second attack, which made its first appear- 
ance about two years since. A twelvemonth 
ago discharges of matter took place, and 
these continued until his admission into the 
hospital. The foot has become cedematous, 
and his general health seems much im- 
paired. 

On Saturday last Mr. Vincent amputated 
the leg below the knee by the double flap 
operation. Little haemorrhage occurred, the 
vessels were quickly secured, and a neat 
•tump was formed. 

The patient, since the operation, has been 
doing well. Tongue clean ; pulse natural. 

At the conclusion of his Saturday’s lec- 
ture, Mr. Stanley produced the amputated 
leg, and made a few remarks, which we here 
insert : — 

4t With regard to the duration of this dis- 
ease, Gentlemen, I know nothing; but 
looking at the condition of the limb, I 
should be led to infer that it was of some 
standing, perhaps twelve or eighteen months. 
The disease is obviously seated in the ancle* 
joint, but it is a question whether it origi- 
nated in the bone, or the soft parts. That 
it was not in the bone I may pretty safely 
affirm, because diseases commencing in the 
bone in affections of the joints, are of ex- 
ceedingly rare occurrence. You observe 
these abscesses on either side of the limb ; 
it is most probable that the matter liaving 
formed within the capsule, ulceration took 
place, and it found vent through these open- 
ings, which have been tilled with unhealthy 
spongy granulations. (Here the lecturer 
commenced the dissection.) Look, Gentle- 
men, at the excessive thickening of the soft 
parts, and observe the enlargement of the 
cellular tissue. Now we come to the joint — 
or rather, I should say, that of the joint 
there is scarcely a vestige left. You observe 
that the cartilages of the ends of the bones 
are completely destroyed ; the bone is rather 
soft, and there are granulations on the sur- 
face of the astragalus, so that had the limb 
remained attached some time longer, bony 
matter would have been thrown out, and 
complete bony anchylosis would have taken 
place. This is the only process we could 
anticipate. Next let us look to the com- 
mencement of the disorder. What is its 
essential character? Did it originate in 
common inflammation, or are these to he re- 
garded as the effects of scrofula? Where 
the disease began, of course we cannot de- 
termine, but most probably in the synovial 
membrane, since that is the point of attack 
in the majority of cases of inflammation o< 
the joints. But has any change occurred in 
the structure of the bones ? We find it soft 
—a little softer than natural. If, however, 
the affection were of a scrofulous character, 
we should find soft matter in the middle of 
the hones, which is not here the case. Here 


then we have the capsule ulcerated, the 
bone soft and ulcerated also, and the card* 
lages completely destroyed. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 

PLEURITIS. 

J ambs Rackham , setat. 19, admitted 26th 
Sept. 1850, with pleuritic symptoms, which 
had existed four days ; he suffered from a 
violent cough, with pain of right side over 
the short ribs, increased on etch inspiration. 

V. S. ad deliquium . 

Bolus calom . et antim . mist . dmpho - 
ret. 6tis horis . 

27. Ten ounces of blood were abstracted, 
much buffed. Respiration more frequent, 
40 per minute ; acute pain on pressure in the 
short ribs ; tongue furred ; occasional cough, 
inducing acute paia across the chest ; pulse 
86, feeble, undulating ; bowels open. 

Mist, diaphoret. c . c. temper, ad $x. 

This man was subject to epileptic fits; 
was exposed to cold a few days since, which 
seems to have brought on this attack 

Emplast. lyttce later i . 

Sept. 28. Six ounces of blood taken away, 
a blister afterwards applied, which has 
risen well ; breathes much more easily ; 
countenance tranquil. Pulse 70, soft; 
tongue clean in its circumference ; bowels 
open ; slight cough ; expectorates mucus. 
Emplast . lyttce lateri . 

29. Continues to improve ; a feeling of 
constriction across the thorax, hut to a less 
degree than yesterday. Cough, not much 
expectoration. 

50. All the symptoms alleviated ; func- 
tions natural. 

Oct. 1. Tongue still furred ; bowels open ; 
cough frequent, and producing pain in the 
lower pare of the right side of the thorax ; 
pulse 75, soft, full. 

Rep. mist . diaphoret . 

3. Considerably better; slight eongh, but 
producing uneasiness on the right side, the 
old seat of pain; tongue much cleaner; 
pulse quick ; bowels free. 

Bolus calomel : haust. pur gam « 

5. A Blight relapse ; breathing labours ; 
pain of side augmented by coughing, which 
is frequent; expectorates iitfle ; difficulty of 
swallowing; internal fauces swollen tongjue 
furred ; shiverings alternating with flush- 
ings; skin hot ; bowels scantily open ; head- 
ach ; eyes dull ; countenance heavy. 

V. S. ad Jviij ; 

Bolus calomel et antim statist, et haust* 
purgans 2da kora postern • 
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Respiration puerile on the left side of the 
thorkx, dull on the right, and on the lower 
pait a slight rdtte crepitant * 

7. No buff on the blood, countenance 
natural ; cynanche increased ; no pain in 
any part, not even on a full inspiration; 
cough is frequent, and he expectorates a 
frothy and mucous secretion ; respiration 
quite natural ; cough excites a little uneasi- 
ness on right side ; tongue furred, but 
clean round the edges ; pulse about 90. 

GarjFQrn,Uma commune, 

* 9, Convalesce lit. 


HOPITAL ST. ANTOINE. 

AMPUTATION OF THE RIGHT THIGH— TOB- 
SION OF THE ARTBBIKS. 

■ D f , sstat. 15, Was admitted on the 16th of 
September, 1829, with white swelling of the 
right knee, in consequence of a fall. Leech- 
es, blisters, and moxas, had been applied, 
but without any success ; and on her ad- 
Inission the diseased knee was three times 
as large as the other; the skin over it was 
much distended, and at the outer side there 
were two superficial ulcers; the tumour was 
very firm, fluctuating, and extremely pain? 
fill on pressure, or the least movement of! 
the limb. The patiept’s general health was 
much affected ; she was emaciated, feverish, 
testless at night, &c. After haying watched 
the case for some days, M. Velpeau decided 
on performing the abiputation of the thigh. 
On Sept. 21*1, m order to obtain the imme- 
diate re-union of the wound, two lateral flaps 
worn formed, and haemorrhage Was arrested 
by the torsion of the arteries. On the femo- 
ra) and tw6 smaller vessels, this method was 
applied with success ; on a fourth however 
it failed, fth that it was necessary to apply a 
ligature. The wound was carefully dressed, 
»ad a tourniquet d’ attente applied to the 
upper part of the thigh. No ieeondtuy h» r 
morrhage occurred. On the 24th dress- 
ings were removed for th? first time ; the 
stump looked very well, hut was rather 
tender and irritable. On the night of the 
ioth t!»b patient was seized with vomiting 
and colic pain, the cause of which could not 
be ascertained. The wound began to sup- 
purate in some places ; there was much 
lever and slight diarrhoea. On the 20th she 
had an attack of shivering, followed by high 
fever, delirium, and great restlessness during 
the night. On removal of the bandage on 
tbe27th ? the bone was found protruding an 
inch from the wound, a small part of which 
only hall united ; it discharged a very large 
quantify of purulent matter, which, during 
the fallowing days, became of an unhealthy 
kind, and was accompanied by a typhoid 


state, discoloration of the skin, Ac. The 
patient died on the 4th of October, after a 
long and painful struggle. Ou examination 
the bone was found denuded to an extent pf 
three inches ; the muscles, at the external 
side of the thigh, had a large quantity of 
matter between their interstices, almost Us 
high up as the great trochanter. The hip- 
joint was also filled with pus, bnt without 
any morbid alteration of the articular sur- 
faces. The coats of the femoral vessels did 
not exhibit any trace of inflammation, but 
the vein contained a large quantity of semi- 
coagulated blood, mixed with a greyish puri- 
form substance. The lungs were filled with 
small tubercles.— Journ. Hehdom. 

In a former Number of The Lancet a 
similar case was related, in which, instead 
of the ligatures, torsion was applied with 
nearly the same effect as in the one above ; 
hemorrhage also occurred, though to a small 
extent ; but the only assignable cause of the 
fatal termination, was a large deposition of 
matter between the muscles of the limb. 

AMPUTATION OF THE LEO AT THE KNEE- 
JOINT. 

In bur last Number we alluded to a paper 
of M. Velpeau, which he read on the 
above subject, and mentioned the eases ob- 
served by him, which the operation ter- 
minated successfully. We have since re- 
ceived a more detailed account of one of the 
cases, a more accurate description of which 
will, perhaps, be read with interest. 

In January last a young man, 19 years of 
age, was admitted under the following cir- 
cumstances : — Six years ago he had sprained 
his right foot, and having neglected the 
injury and continued his usual occupation, 
swelling of the ancle acceded, accompanied 
by violent throbbing puin, which altogether 
prevented him from walking. The leg gra- 
dually increased in size, and at its inferior 
pprtion ten or twelve abscesses formed, 
which opened and discharged a great quan- 
tity of maltpi and pieces of bone, and left 
a number of sjpuses; the tibio-tarsal arti- 
culation continued in a state of chronic in- 
flammation, and the patient had, for the 
last three Tears, beeu entirely deprived of 
the use of the Umb. His general health 
was, howevpr, not affected. The disease 
did npt appear, after .clpsp examination, tp 
extend tp the knee, and M. Velpeau accord- 
ingly decided on amputation of the leg im- 
mediately below the joint. The operation 
was perfoimed on the !4tb °f January. A 
ciicular incision having been m*de through 
the skin and muscles the tibia was laid bare, 
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bat befog found lo be diseased and denuded 
of its periosteum, the operator was placed 
: between the alternative of performing the 
amputation of the thigh Dr exartic station at 
the knee-joint; and as by the circular inci- 
sion pari of the tatter operation bad already 
been performed, he, without much hesita- 
tion, decided on completing it according to 
Sabatier’s method. An anterior flap was 
formed, containing the patella, and a poste- 
rior one, with the popliteal vessels. The 
' articular surfaces were quite healthy ; liga- 
tures Were applied to the popliteal and arti- 
cular arteries. The posterior flap, which is 
•almost exclusively destined to cover the 
stump, was Unfortunately rather small, in 
consequence of the circular incision at (he 
commencement of the operation, and could 
uot be made to cover the wound or to meet 
the anterior one, though it was of course 
brought si near to it as possible. The 
-wound was simply dressed with lint and 
cerate, and a circular bandage was applied 
sound the thigh. The dissection of the 
removed leg was rather interesting ; the 
tibia was very much enlarged, of consider- 
able weight, and almost ivory hardness ; 
the upper three-fourths of its medullary 
ennui were completely obliterated ; the infe- 
rior portion necrotic, carious, and filled with 
purulent matter, which communicated with 
the fistulous openings ; the astragalus, tibia, 
and fibula, were completely anchylosed ; the 
periosteum of the tibia was much thickened 
bod changed into a whitish cartilaginous 
mass, and for the greater pait separated 
from the bone. 

On the second and third day after the 
operation, the fpatient complained of much 
Ipaia in the stump ; his general state was 
▼ery good, and there was hardly any fever. 
On tbb 17th the bandage was removed for 
the firtt time ; the wound was of a greyish - 
ted colour ; the cartilages began to lose their 
•atnral smoothness. The 18th passed with- 
out any unfavourable symptom. On the 
Iflth, the pain in the stump, though not so 
greet us before, extended up the thigh and 
jiypogufiftriom ; the tongue was cotrted, the 
pulse rather feverish, and the patient com- 
plained of restlessness at night ‘; his bowels 
Were rather costive. Both flaps, but the 
posterior in particular, were swelled; granu- 
lations of healthy appearance were beginning 
to a boot up from the wound. After an emol- j 
Bent glyster, all unfavourable symptoms j 
disappeared ; and on the 21st the patient 
was so entirely free from pain in the stump, 
that the flaps could be brought nearer to 
each other. On the 23d some ligatures 
came away ; granulation contioued to be of| 
• a healthy kind; the cartilaginous surfaces] 
exhibited in some places a greyish brown 
eofonr. • On the 26tli, the interval between 
the flaps did not exceed an inch, and Was 


rapidly filling up; all the ligatures had 
come away. On the 4th of February, the 
interval between the flaps, had further de- 
creased. Adhesion began to take place on 
numerous points, and on the 18th it was 
completed, and the cicatrization proceeded 
rapidly. During the following days the 
wound began to assume rather a torpid 
ap|>earance, and required the repeated use 
of the nitrate of silver. At the same period, 
two or three small abscesses formed at the 
side of the stump, and after having been 
opened, left some fistulous ulcers, which 
within a short time spontaneously healed. 
At the beginning of April cicatrization was 
completed ; the patella was immoveable, and 
did not cause any impediment to the appli- 
cation of a wooden leg. 


HOPITAL DE LA CHAR1TE. 

HOSPITAL GANGRENE. . 

In a lecture which M. Roux lately gave 
on gun-shot wounds, he mentioned the ex- 
treme rarity of the above affection, com- 
pared with what was observed in former 
limes. Since 1814, he has observed it only 
three or ficnr times at the Charitt, and as 
these eases occurred in patients occupying 
the two corner-beds of oue of his warns, it 
occurred to him, that a fountain in the wall 
between them might b» the cause of this 
singularity. He accordingly ordered the 
fountain to be removed, and since that time, 
no other instance of hospital gangrene has 
been observed there. — Lane . PWifcf. . 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 

An •• Encyclopaedia of Practical Medi- 
cine,” comprising Treatises on the Na- 
ture and Treatment of Diseases, includ- 
ing Pathological Anatomy, and such parts 
of Materia Medica and Medical Jurispru- 
dence as are of a more strictly practical 
character, is preparing for publication in 
London. The following gentlemen are 
amongst the contributors whose assistance 
has been secured : — Drs. Carswell (Paris), 
James Clark, Conolly, D. D. Davis, Dar- 
wall (Birmingham),, Forbes (Chichester), 
George Gregory, Marshall Hall, Roget, 
A. T. Thomson, Alexander Tweedie, Bar- 
low (Bath), and Pritchard (Bristol). It 
is to be published in parts, wntal 8 vq, with 
double columns, to form s volume of 1800 
pages When complete. 

An Address Introductory to a Course of 
Lectures on the Principles and Practice of 
Physic, by Mr. James Baker, h$a been 
published at the request of the Members 
of the City of Loqdon Medical and Cbirurgi- 
cal Society. 
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BOOKS FOR REVIEW. 

The Journal of a Naturalist. Third 
edition. London, John Murray, 1330. 
pp. 440. 

The Laws relating to the Medical Pro- 
fession, with an account of the Rise and 
Progress of its various Orders. By J. W. 
Willcock, Esq., Barrister at Law. London, 
J. and W. T. Clarke, 1830. 8vo. pp. 449. 

A Treatise on Poisons in relation to 
Medical Jurisprudence, Physiology, and the 
Practice of Physic. By Robert Christison, 
M.D., &c. Edinburgh : Black. 1829. 8vo. 
pp. 698. 

The Principles of Forensic Medicine, 
systematically arranged, and applied to 
British Practice. By John Gordon Smith, 
M-D., &c. Third Edition. London: Under- 
wood. 1827. 

A Treatise on the Natural and Chemical 
Properties of Water, and on various British 
Mineral Waters. By Abraham Booth, Op. 
Chemist, &c. London, G. Wightman, 1830. 
pp. 196. 

An Account of the Trial between J. Stan- 
cliffe, Plaintiff, and T. Chorley and G. Bul- 
mer, Defendants, for neglect and inatten- 
tion in the Dislocation of an Arm ; tried 
July 3lst, 1830, at York. Leeds, 1830, 

pp. 61. 

An Introductory Address, delivered at 
the Belfast Mechanics* Institution. By 
Henry M‘Cormac, M.D. London. Long- 
man. 1830. pp. 24. 

Lithographic Representations of an Inva- 
lid Carriage, constructed on a new and im- 
proved principle, for the express purpose of 
conveying patients to and from hospitals, 
&c., with as little pain, inconvenience, or 
delay, as possible. G. Morton, inventor. 
Engelmann and Co. 

Description of the Pettrisseur or Dough- 
kneading Machine ; — an apparatus for 
making bread by machinery. J. Clements. 
1830. 

Robert Montgomery and his Reviewers, 
with some remarks on the present state of 
English Poetry, and on the Laws of Criti- 
cism. By Edward Clarkson. Second Edi- 
tion. London : Ridgway. 1830. pp, 188. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A Mutual Friend . The accusation con- 
cerning the ** mean act” was not directed 
against the Medico- Chirurgical Review. 
Dr. Johnson acted a most honourable and 
manly part in the case of Miss Cashin, and 
we shall not apply the torch of discord to the 
olive-branch of peace. Dr. J., probably, is 
not the only editor who has discovered that 


“ party is the madness of many for the gain-, 
of a few.” T 

The letter of Mr . Whatton reached us '* 
too late for our present number. It shall v 
appear next week. 

The suggestion of A Constant Reader 
Norwich , is one upon which we cannot acf; * 
and if it were practicable we fear it would 
be unsightly. 

F, A great number of the coroners of Eng- 
land, including those of Norfolk, Suffolk, and 
Essex, petitioned parliament about four or 
five years since, for an increase of fees. 
The prayer of the petition was not complied 
with, but there is certainly no body of men 
in the kingdom whose services, if adequate 
to the duties of the office, are so ill reward- 
ed. Mr. Edward ClarksoD, about the time 
that the petition was presented, quoted 
some of the articles in The Lancet into 
the Sunday Times, and was one of the first 
public writers who acknowledged and in- 
sisted upon the validity and force of the 
arguments which from time to time we had 
employed in the pages of this Journal. 

We may state generally that the Dublin 
schools of medicine possess great merit. A 
person on the spot, by making the proper 
inquiries, can easily discover the best of 
them. As we are not personally acquainted 
with any of the hospitals or schools of Dub- 
lin, it would be invidious to attempt to in- 
stitute comparisons in this place with the, 
probably, deficient information we possess. 

The publication of the letter of a Constant 
Readei' relative to the inquest reported in 
the Hampshire Telegraph , would subject 
us to an action for libel. 

The supposed occurrence which appears 
to have given M. //., so much ** horror,” 
is a physical impossibility. 

The “ uncivil, sneering, contemptuous,” 
conduct of a certain secretary complained of 
by A Medical Student , cannot be noticed 
unless the letter of our correspondent be 
properly authenticated. We cannot, indeed 
we will not, attack the characters of public 
officers, merely upon the authority of 
anonymous writers, or, rather, upon no 
authority at all. 

We have received a great number of 
communications respecting St. John Long, 
but we cannot use them, nor pass any opinion 
upon them, until he has been either acquitted 
or condemned in a court of j ustice. Let not 
this notice, however, deter other correspon- 
dents from transmitting communications re- 
lating to this individual, because they may 
ultimately prove useful to ourselves, and. 
advantageous to the public. 


Erratum : — Page 95, for Roy. Western 
Opth. Hosp., read Roy. fVestmimter Opth. 
Hosp. 
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DEATH OF MR. HUSKISSON. 

THE CASE OF THE LATE MR. HUSKISSON, 
DRAWN UP BY HIS SURGICAL ATTENDANT, 
MR. WHATTON. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — I observe, in your publication of 
Saturday, Oct. 9, a letter from a Doctor 
Wetberill of Liverpool, animadverting, in 
no measured terms, on the surgical treat- 
ment of the late Mr. Huskisson, to which I 
think it quite necessary to reply. Several 
anonymous observations on this subject, in- 
deed, have appeared in the public prints, 
drawn up from erroneous information, and 
concluded upon principles entirely incon- 
sistent, and at variance with the plain facts 
of the case j but this was perhaps to be ex- 
pected, on the occurrence of an accident, 
like the one in question, to an individual 
of the rank and talents of Mr. Huskisson, 
and the very circumstance of their being 
anonymous was, iu my opinion, sufficient to 
preclude the necessity of any reply. When, 
however, a sweeping and unqualified charge 
of ignorance and imbecility is openly brought 
against the surgical attendants who were en- 
trusted with the case, and when that charge 
is authenticated by the genuine signature 
of a physician of Liverpool, and declared to 
he confirmed by the “ general opinion of 
the faculty there f the matter assumes a 
very different complexion, and it becomes 
highly proper, for the satisfaction of the 
public mind, that some further notice should 
be taken of it, and that the profession should 
be put in possession of the facts of the case, 
in order to enable them to judge correctly 
of the merits of the question. 

Mr. Huskisson received a compound frac- 
ture of the le'gand thigh, on the 15th of Sept, 
last ; both bones of the leg were broken at 
the upper third, and much oomininuted ; their 
splintered ends exposed, and the soft parts 
lacerated to a considerable extent ; the fe- 
mur was fractured somewhat above its mid- 
dle, and both ends exposed ; there was here 
also much comminution, and an extensive 
laceration of the muscles and integuments, 
No. 373. 


and the femoral vessels were distinctly visi- 
ble at the bottom of the wound. As the 
accident happened midway between Man- 
chester and Liverpool, considerable delay 
took place before one of the carriages could 
be detached from the train, and the neces- 
sary arrangements effected ; but as soon as 
this could be done, Mr. Huskisson was car- 
ried forwards to the vicarage at Eccles, and 
the same engine passed on to Manchester 
for surgical assistance. 

Mr. Ransome, Mr. Garside, Mr. White, 
and myself, were on the rail-road when the 
engine arrived ; and having learnt the par- 
ticulars of the accident from Lord Wilton, 
who came up from Eccles, the necessary in- 
struments for amputation were procured 
from Manchester, and we set off as quickly 
as possible for the vicarage, where we ar- 
rived at about half past two o’clock, two 
hours after the accident. 

Mr. Ransome and myself were introduced 
by Lord Wilton, and found that Dr. Bran- 
dretb of Liverpool, and Dr. Hunter of Edin- 
burgh, who had accompanied the procession, 
had arrived in the carriage with Mr. Hus- 
kisson, and had remained in attendance 
upon him from the period of the injury. 

The patient was laid on a sofa ; there had 
been great haemorrhage, not only on the re- 
ceipt of the wound, but afterwards, by con- 
stant draining from the veins ; countenance 
pale and ghastly, forehead covered with cold 
perspiration, cold and stiffened extremities, 
and sickness and oppression at the stomach, 
with frequent convulsive shudders, difficult 
respiration, and great constitutional alarm. 

Although an immediate amputation was 
every way desirable, yet, to have operated 
under these circumstances, would have been 
madness in the surgeon, and certain death to 
the patient. Small quantities of warm cor- 
dials were given at intervals as the stomach 
would bear them, bottles of hot water were 
applied to the hands, feet, and sides of the 
chest, and every-thing was had recourse to, 
with the view of calming the constitutional 
disturbance, and of restoring some little 
power, to enable him to endure the ad- 
ditional shock of the operation. 

These efforts were in vain. The anxiety 
and oppression still remained, the pulse 
K 
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fluttered occasionally at the bend of the 
arm, the difficulty of breathing increased, 
the convulsions became gradually more vio- 
lent, and we witnessed his departure, with 
feelings of the deepest sympathy and regret, 
at 9 o’clock, hours after the accident. 

Or. Wetherill, in arguing upon this case, 
has suffered his decision completely to 
precede his judgment; he has gathered his 
information from the hearsay of any person 
who has felt inclined to gossip with him, 
and, when he has thought himself suffici- 
ently furnished, has straightway indited a 
letter upon a case which he never saw, and 
drawn his conclusions from premises which 
never existed. 

He says “ it is the opinion of theiaculty 
in Liverpool, that the treatment of the case 
was unscientific , inefficient , find imbecile 
I do not believe him. I do not believe the 
faculty of Liverpool are in the habit of act- 
ing so inconsistently, as to give a public, 
unqualified, censure on a case which they 
have not witnessed ; nor do I think, from 
the knowledge I have of some of them, that 
they are at all likely to do so, from any ad- 
ditional light which Hr. Wetherill may 
think he has thrown upon the subject, by 
his letter of the 27th of September. 

The Doctor says, that " an army or a 
navy surgeon might have saved the life of 
Mr. Huskisson, and so might any other sur- 
geon, whose head and hands knew how and 
when to do their duty.” Sir, I take leave 
to say that Mr. Ransome, my colleague in 
attendance upon this case, has been for the 
lastfive-and-twenty years one of the surgeons 
of a general infirmary, which, for extent of 
practice, and for surgical talent, may vie 
with any in the united kingdon ; and I be- 
lieve him to be as respectable, as sound, and 
os able a practitioner as any iu the country. 
For myself I have merely to say, that as 
Dr. Wetherill so poignantly laments the 
absence of naval or military experience iu 
this case, it may soften his distress to be in- 
formed that I was bred in the army, and 
that, in the Peninsular Campaign, 1 have 
witnessed the practice of many of the first 
military surgeons of the day; and I can 
assure him that not one of them would have 
ventured upon an operation, where the 
chances were so decidedly against its suc- 
cess ; but, instead of inflicting an additional 
injury, would have waited until the patient 
had somewhat recovered from the great 
constitutional derangement incident on such 
an accident, and had shown, at least, some 
hope of outliving the operation. 

I shall quote a short passage or two on 
the question of immediate amputation from 
Mr. Guthrie. At page 24, he says, “ If a 
soldier, at the end of two, four, or six hours 
after the injury, have recovered from the 
general constitutional alarm occasioned by 


tbe blow, bis pulse becomes regular and 
good, bis stomach easy, be is less agitated, 
his countenance revives, and he begins to 
feel pain, stiffness, and uneasiness in the 
part; he will now undergo the operation 
with the greatest advantage, and if he bear 
it well, of which there.wilL.be but little 
doubt, he will recover in the proportion of 
nine cases out of ten,*in any operation of 
the upper extremity, or below the middle of 
the thigh, without any of the bad conse- 
quences usually mentioned by authors as 
following such amputations.” ** If, on the 
1 contrary, the operation be performed before 
the constitution have recovered itself, to a 
certain degree, from the alarm it has sus- 
tained, the additional injury will most pro- 
bably be more than he can bear, and he will 
gradually sink under it and die.” 

(t At the storming of Ciudad Rodrigo I 
amputated a thigh in a convent close to the 
breach, within an hour after the accident, 
at the anxious desire of tbe^patieut, the leg 
having been destroyed by the explosion of a 
shell. There was not more than the usual 
loss of blood, or of delay in the performance 
of it ; my patient did not however recover 
the shock of the operation, and at day- 
light I found him dead, without the baudage 
being stained with blood.” — page 25. 

“ When the thigh is destroyed by cannon 
shot, above or at its middle, the injury is 
very great, and the danger proportionate. 
The shock is frequently more than the con- 
stitution can bear, and the patient dies in 
a few minutes without much hemorrhage. 
The Ioss'of blood is sometimes great ; and 
whenever this has occurred, it very much 
destroys the chauce of success of the opera- 
tion. The influence, however, of the in- 
jury on the net'vous system is most to be 
dreaded ; and this is so great that many, 
indeed the greater part of these kind of in- 
juries, are generally fatal, without coming 
under the observation of the surgeon. An 
operation under these circumstances would 
ouly hasten the dissolution of the patient.” 
— p. 27. 

“ A cannon shot struck an officer in the 
middle of the upper half of the right thigh 
at the battle of Toulouse. He was carried 
into a hftuse a short distance from the place 
of accident, and 1 saw him a few minutes 
afterwards ; the soft parts were torn to the 
groin, the femur shattered to the trochanters, 
the femoral artery, vein, and anterior crural 
erve, fairly divided. He had lost more 
lood than is usual after a limb being torn 
away, but not any great quantity, and the 
haemorrhage had ceased. He was pale, 
ghastly, and little able to move ; showed 
great anxiety of countenance ; the pulse 
small and quick; the skin clammy ; his face 
bedewed with a cold sweat ; he could ar- 
ticulate, but with difficulty, aud did not ap- 
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pear to suffer much pain. Here any opera- 
tion would have been instant death . As (he 
fire of the enemy was very smart around the 
house, I remained in it with him and some 
other wounded, with the hope of being able 
to rouse him sufficiently by cordials and 
stimulants to bear an operation. He at first 
Bwallowed a little wine, but the constitution 
could not recover itself, and in about two 
hours he was dead.” — p. 28. 

M When the surgeon is satisfied there is no 
chance of saving the limb by prudent delay, 
the operation is to be performed as soon 
after the receipt of the injury as the state 
of the patient will permit ; the only point 
to be considered is, if the patient have so 
far recovered the shock of the injury, as 
to be able to bear the additional 6ue of the 
operation.” — p. 47. 

Now let us see what Dr. Hennen says : 
“The propriety of amputation on the field 
being admitted, the question naturally sug- 1 
gests itself. What is the proper period 1 in- 
stantly, on the receipt of the wound, or 
consecutively ? The practical reply is, IVitk 
as little delay as possible ! While hundreds 
are wailing lor the dec ision of the surgeon, 
be will never be at a loss to select indivi- 
duals who can safely and advantageously 
bear to be operated on, as quickly as him- 
self and bis assistants can offer their aid ; 
but he will betray a miserable want of 
science indeed, if, in this crowd of sufferers, 
he indiscriminately amputate the weak, the 
terrified, the sinking, and the determined. 
While he is giving his aid to a few of the 
latter class, encouragement and a cordial! 
will soon make a change in the state of tHe ! 
weakly or the terrified ; and a longer period j 
and more active measures will render even 
the sinking, proper objects for operation. 
If, however, he is disappointed in his hopes, 
surely the dictates of common sense will 
point out the necessity of procrastination, 
and will restrain the surgeon from perform- 
ing what he knows must ultimately be done, 
at a period where it is manifestly counter- 
acting the object he has in view, to do it at 
once . When, therefore, he finds a patient 
with a feebleness and concentration of the 
pulse, fainting, mortal agony, loss ofreason, 
convulsions, hiccup, vomiting, irregular 
chills, with stiffening of the whole body, 
universal feeliug of cold and numbness, with 
sense of weight, change of colour, and other 
symptoms of collapse, so well described by 
Le Conte: he administers wine, warmth, 
and volatiles; and when due reaction is 
established, he performs that humane ope- 
ration, the utility and necessity of which are 
now confirmed beyond the possibility of 
doubt or the influence pf cavil.” — p. 49. 

Dr.* Wetberill says, 44 Mr. lluskisson bled 
profusely for a length of time, and until his 
clothes and all about him were literally 


drenched in blood ; and although the great 
blood-vessels of the limb were entirely de- 
nuded and exposed, 1 am informed no 
means beyond placing a handkerchief round 
the leg, were taken to stop the flow of 
blood ; surely the hemorrhage might have 
been instantly arrested by securing those 
vessels; or if this could not have been 
done (a circumstance not very likely), I 
should have immediately decided, as the 
only alternative left, upon removing the 
extremity with the knife ; this would have 
beeto following the directions and practice of 
the most eminent surgeons of the day, and 
if it had failed of success, the expediency 
and exigencies of the case justifying the 
measure, there could be no blame attached 
to any party.” 

I have to inform Dr. Wetherill that, in 
anticipation of the favou table moment at 
which Mr. Huskisson might probably Lave 
borne the operation of amputation, a ligature 
was applied round the femoral artery, and 
that this was done immediately on our first 
examination into the nature of the accident . 
He says, 44 If this could not have been 
done, he should have immediately decided, 
as the ouly alternative, upon removing the 
extremity with the knife.” Indeed ! This 
kind of decision does not surprise me, and 
well befits the character of the man who 
proclaims for his motto, 44 Ubi medicines 
deficit , scatpellum refugium retiquum est ,” 
which means, that when the sut'geon cannot 
do your business , the butcher must ; and 
such, too, he says, would have been 44 fol- 
lowing the directions and practice of the 
most eminent surgeons of the day.” 

The profession will perhaps cease to 
I \Vonder at the adoption of the choice motto 
of Dr. Wetherill, when they see that the 
I chief features of his character are intemper- 
j ance and impetuosity ; for, what can be 
thought of a man who observes, in reference 
to the difficulties he met with in the ope- 
ration of excision of the cervix uteri,* 
that if they occurred in the same degree in 
a subsequent case, he would relinquish it 
in the vagina, cut through the abdomen, 
and extirpate the whole of the uterus from 
above the pubes, as in the high operation for 
the stone ; and thinks that the escape of big 
patient, after the tearing open of the peri- 
toneum and the protrusion of the intestines, 
which lopk place in the case he has detailed, 
warrants him in supposing that a fear of 
mangling that membrane, some three inches 
or so, has been too pertinaciously adhered 
to, and is a mere bugbear of the profession ? 
Such practice may consist very well with a 
member of a Salmagundi uuiversity, or a 
graduate from Goose Cietk; but no /iiitish 

* See Thb Lancet for 2nd of August, 1838, 
p. 507. 
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Burgeon, with the recovery of liie patient 
and the fear of a, coroner before his eyes, 
would dare to resort to such a measure ; 
and I would seriously recommend to Dr. 
Wetherill’s patients, if he has any, to pause 
before they again commit themselves to the 
chances of his scalpellum. 

As if, however, Dr. Wetherill, before he 
had finished his letter, had already suspect- 
ed the legitimacy of the conclusion he had 
come to, in pronouncing for instant ampu- 
tation in Mr. Huskisson’scase, he exclaims, 
** Nothing is more easy than to get up whys 
and wherefores, and to call in question the 
theory and practice of any man and allows 
that, after all, it might be urged in defence 
of the mode of procedure by the medical 
men in attendance, that they had the ad- 
vantage of seeing the case , and, conse- 
quently, it may reasonably be supposed 
* ( they were in a situation tne best qualified | 
to judge and act correctly.”-— I shall now j 
take my leave of Dr. Wetherill, first pre- 
mising that I think his letter a wanton, | 
indecent, and impudent attack, calculated 
only to disturb the peace of mind and con- 
fidence of the friends and survivors of the 
lamented gentleman, now no more } and, by 
advising him, when next he favours the 
profession with his lucubrations, at least to 
supply himself with an accurate detail of 
the case he writes upon, and to represent 
fairly the conduct of the men he may feel an 
inclination to vilify and abuse. I have the 
honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Wm, ROBERT Whatton. 
5, Portland Place, Manchester, 

October l$th, 1830. 


MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 

PRACTICAL COMMENTARIES ON 

DR. CHRISTISON’S PROCESSES 

FOR 

DETECTING POISONS. 

We this day present our readers with the 
first of a series of papers, intended to sup- 
ply practical information on a subject of 
which, it must be admitted, very many 
practitioners remain in comparative igno- 
rance, namely, the method of applying un- 
impeachable processes to the detection of 
poisons, and various other substances, the 
chemical characters of which may fall within 
the reach of medico-legal investigation. 
Our observations in each instance shall be 
founded on the processes lately recommend- 


ed by Dr. Christisop, in his Treatise on 
Poisons, and will consist,— 

First, — Of the methods he has directed. 

Secondly, — Of such modifying remarks as 
each individual subject may require. 

Thirdly, — Of adequate instructions in the 
mode of preparing the tests, or re-agents, 
with ample explanations of the fallacies 
which their imperfection might occasion. 

Finally, — Wherever it may be necessary 
we shall advert to the construction and sim- 
plification of analytic apparatus, and notice 
the substitutes which may be employed 
under emergent circumstances, or in remote 
situations. This particular department we 
shall occasionally illustrate by engravings, 
and thus furnish, in a small and convenient 
compass, an ample body of information on 
this deeply interesting topic. 

The character of Dr. Christison, as an ana- 
lytic chemist, stands in such high and de- 
served repute, that with some persons, we 
are aware, we may incur the imputation of 
unwarrantable presumption, when we refuse 
to transfer his processes to our pages with- 
out note or comment, while others may he 
disposed to regard our strictures as entirely 
superfluous. The high reputation of Dr. 
Christjson, however, is one of the principal 
reasons that induces us to examine minutely 
into the validity of his opinions ; for we 
have lived too long not to have learned ere 
this, how easily reputations are occasionally 
aqquired, and how implicitly mankind, in 
general, may be guided bv “ authority” in 
matters of which they themselves possess 
little practical knowledge. Scarcely have 
five years elapsed since Orfila was regarded 
• as so infallible a chemist, that to question 
the propriety of any of his directions in 
medico-legal analysis, would have been 
deemed little short of a heresy worthy of 
the fagot, while at present it is admitted 
by all correct toxicologists, that in some 
serious points lie has given his sanction to 
egregious and dangerous errors. We might 
readily adduce numerous parallel instances 
of this kind if it were necessary, but this is 
quite sufficient to vindicate the present in- 
quiry fromsuch an objection as the first, while 
as to the second, we shall trust, to the sequel 
for our defence. We shall now proceed to 
business, and accompanying Dr. Christison 
in the order in which he proceeds, we shall 
commence with the consideration of the 
chemical relations of the mineral acids. 

The sulphuric, nitric, ond muriatic acids, 
usually demand investigation under three 
different conditions. In the first place, 
when after administration, whether iu sui- 
cide, murder, or mistake, a portion of the 
pure and undiluted liquid remains for ex- 
amination. Secondly, when having been 
taken into the body, they become the sub- 
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ject of analysis in a state of admixture with 
the contents of the stomaeh, or vomited 
matter. Thirdly, after aspersion on the body 
or apparel. Such are the modifications enu* 
merated by Dr. Cbristison, and to those we 
may add a rare, but interesting form, which 
we hare once witnessed, namely, where a 
corrosire acid has been wilfully iujected into 
a door-lock to facilitate, as was supposed, 
the entrance of robbers into the bouse it 
secured. Of the common properties of these 
acids, Dr. Cbristison speaks iu the follow- 
ing appropriate terms — page 116. 

“ The only common properties thst re- 
quire notice are, the power of reddening the 
vegetable blue colours, for showing which 
litmus paper is commonly used, and is most 
convenient; and their power of corroding 
all articles of dress, especially such as are 
made of hair, wool, and leather. This last 
property is specified, though s familiar one, 
because it always forms an important piece 
of evidence in criminal cases. In order to 
apply it with accuracy, it is necessary to 
remember, that if the article of dress is a 
coloured one, it is generally rendered red by 
the mineral acids ; but that the vegetable 
acids will also redden most articles of dress, 
although they do not corrode them/’ 

To this paragraph we have but one addi- 
tional remark to append. In many places 
litmus can, by no possibility, be obtained. 
Unsized paper, dyed in a decoction of red 
cabbage, will prove an available and efficient 
substitute. Dr. Christison next proceeds to 
give directions for the detection of the sul- 
phuric acid in its pure and diluted form. 

“ When concentrated, it is oily- looking, 
colourless or brownish, without odour, snd 
much heavier than water, and it rapidly 
corrodes animal substances. If from these 
properties, and its effects on litmus, its ex- 
act nature is not obvious, it is to be con- 
verted into the diluted acid, io doing which 
the experimentalist will remark, that the 
mixture becomes very hot, if the water is 
not added too abundantly. When diluted, 
it is to be tested with litmus snd tasted. An 
acid having thus been proved to be present, 
s little nitric acid is to be added, and sub- 
sequently a solution of the nitrate of baryta. 
If a heavy white precipitate falls down, it 
can be nothing else than sulphate of baryta, 
because no acid but the sulphuric forms with 
the barytic state a white precipitate insolu- 
ble in (he nitric acid. The phosphate and 
carbonate of baryta are both soluble in 
nitric acid. In applying this test, care must 
be taken to employ nitric acid entirely free 
from sulphuric, an admixture which the 
common nitric acid of the shops almost fn- 
variably contains.” 

The author also suggests the farther ex- 
amination of this precipitate by the follow- 
ing ingenious find satisfactory experiment : 


“ Collect the precipitate on a filter, wash, 
dry, and remove it, then mix a little of it 
(not more than two grains) with a small 
proportion of dry charcoal powder, and sub- 
ject the mixture for two or three minutes in 
a covered platinum spoon, or in a fold of 
platinum foil, to the flame of a spirit lamp, 
enlivened with the blow-pipe. A portion 
at least of the sulphate is thus converted 
into sulphnret of baryta.* To prove this, 
pat the powder, with s little water, in the 
bottom of a small glass tube, add a little 
hydro-chloric acid, snd then hold within the 
tube a bit of white paper, moistened with 
the acetate or nitrate of lead — sulphuretted 
hydrogen gas is disengaged, which willdarken 
the paper, and likewise often betray itself 
by its singular odour/’ 

In the consideration of these processes 
there are two circumstances which demand 
rather more particular detail than Dr. Chris- 
tison has given ; the first is, the adulteration 
of nitric acid with sulphuric aoid ; the se- 
cond relates to the mode of obtaining the 
evidence of these properties from the smallest 
possible quantity of the barytic precipitate. 
With regard to the former, it is quite evi- 
dent, that, ahoold the nitric acid employed 
to test the solubility of this precipitate it- 
self contain traces of the sulphuric, a quan- 
tity of sulphate of baryta should thus be 
formed and remain undissolved. The method 
of remedying this defect, though exceed- 
ingly simple, should still have been pointed 
out in the text ; it consists in the addition 
of s dilute solution of nitrate of baryta to 
the nitric acid, and allowing any precipitate 
which may occur to subside, and then re- 
moving the supernatant fluid. As to the 
second, attention to the following experi- 
ment will show thdt Dr . Cbristison’ s direc- 
tions are not in their manipulation adequate 
to the detection of the smallest possible 
quantity of the sulphuric acid. A phial, 
containing the acid, was inverted, and its 
contents allowed to escape ; in this position 
it was suffered to remain for forty-eight 
hours, till it was apparently dry ; on close 
inspection, however, an extremely minute 
quantity of moisture, not exceeding the 
100th part of s drop, was seen in the angle 
between the bottom and sides of the phial ; 
by touching this with the extremity of a 
small glaag tube, drawn out to the fineness 
of a hair, the fluid immediately rose by 
capillary ascent, and was easily removed to 
a bit of thick glass ; it was then touched 
with an equal quantity of nitrate of baryta, 
previously mixed with s sufficient quantity 
of nitric acid, when a white precipitate was 
immediately procured. Ou heating .the 
glass, the sulphate of baryta remained in 


* This is evidently a typographical error in Dr, 
Chrfytison’stextf it should be “ bapupa.” 
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tbe form of ft white crust, certainly not more 
than the 50th part of a grain in weight, a 
quantity far too small for reduction to the 
state of sulphuret by the method Dr. Cris- 
tisou proposes. This was, however, accom- 
plished by mixing the crust on the glass 
with an equal quantity of charcoal, and heat- 
ing it for a minute or two in a fine blow-pipe 
flame. The black colour of the charcoal 
soon disappeared, and after the glass had 
cooled, a minute drop of the solution of the 
acetate of lead* strongly acidulated with 
acetic acid, was dropped on the anrface of 
the precipitate, when a deep-black stain of 
the sulphuret of lead was immediately pro- 
duced. It is to be observed here, that the 
ocidulntion should always be with the ace- 
tic acid, since the nitric dissolves the sul- 
phuret of lead, and a white precipitate is 
produced by the muriatic, which eutirely 
obspurcs the effect. 

We shall next quote Dr. Christison’g di- 
rections for the examination of the contents 
of the stomach, vomited matters, and sus- 
pected stains, and also his opinions concern- 
ing tie several fallacies to which the pro- 
cesses are exposed : — 

“ In the case of the contents of the sto- 
mach, vomited matter, or staius, the process 
is nearly the same as that for detecting it in 
its undiluted state. The suspected matter 
is simply to.be boiled for a few minutes, 
distilled water being added, if it is a frag- 
ment of cloth or other solid; and after 
filtration, the fluid is to be subjected to the 
succession of tests mentioned above. The 
ftitric acid, in the pretent process, has a 
double use. Besides keeping the carbonate 
of baryta and all other barytic salts, ex- 
cept the sulphate, in solution, it greatly 
favours the separation of the sulphate, and 
Whitens it.’* 

“ But it may be said, that it is liable to 
fallacy when the acid is neutralised, for most 
organised bodies, and particularly the seero- 
tions of the stomach, naturally contain sul- 
phates which will yield the required preci- 
pitate, This fallacy can be obviated in the 
instance of the contents of the stomach, or 
matters of vomiting, only by limiting the 
inference in favour of poisoning to tbe 
cases in which the precipitate formed with 
the nitrate of baryta is considerable. In 
the instance of stains on clothes, however, 
we have a surer corrective in a comparative 
analysis of a sound portion of the same 
clothes. Thus, in the case of Eupliemia 
Macmillan, Dr. Turner and I procured, from 
a corroded piece of a hat, 4*3 grains "of 
sulphate of baryta; and from a sound piece 
of the same size, a scanty precipitate, too 
small to be collected; from a stained piece 
of a coat, 0-9 of a grain of the sulphate ; 
and from an unstained piece, close beside 
the other, a faint haze, but no precipitate.” 


In the analysis of the impure animal Add, 
there is a precaution to be observed respect- 
ing the use of the nitric acid which Dr. 
Christison h&3 not noticed, namely, that it 
should be invariably added before the soltfi 
tion of baryta, and the fluid allowed to stand 
for some time, for tbe following reason : in 
several animal fluids nitric acid causes a 
white albuminous, or caseous precipitate, 
insoluble in that fluid , and which by an 
inexperienced analyst may readily he mis- 
taken for the sulphate of baryta itself. If; 
therefore, the previous addition of nitric acid 
cause a coagulation, filtration should be em- 
ployed before the nitrate of baryta be applied. 

With respect to the fallacies Dr. Chris- 
tison so correctly mentions, we believe we 
oan point out two other sources of deception 
of considerable importance ; tbe first rathe* 
fortuitous, the second more, constant 1 in its 
operation; We allude to the medicinal empldy- 
ment of sulphtlr, and the sulphates of Soda; 
potash, and magnesia. That sulphur, strangd 
as tbe fact may appear, is liable to be con- 
verted into sulphuric acid in its ^transit 
through the mysterious laboratory of thd 
digestive and excretory organs, has been indu- 
bitably proved by the experiments of Woh- 
ler and Slehberger, as for as regards the 
urine, and in oiir own observations in a series 
of extended experiments oh the contents 
of the alimentary danal. Again, it is a mat- 
ter of notoriety, that in a majority of cases 
of sudden illness in town and country, ft 
" dose of salts,” Whether Glauber or Epsom, 
is administered before the arrival of the me- 
dical attendant. A CaSe may, therefore, be 
readily supposed to occuriin which .a person 
may die of a sudden find Suspicious illness, 
during which Salts had been freely given; 
the contents of the stomach are examined, 
litmus paper is reddened (we apprehend 
I that the operator will not usut^ly taste such 
a fluid to examine its acidity any further), 
fand on the addition of the nitrate of baryta 
and liitric adid, the precipitate is formed in 
great abundance. Under such cirdumstances, 
according to Dr. Christison’s directions, if 
they be implicitly followed, the examiner 
should swear to the detection of sulphuric 
[acid. Of course we confine ourselves, with 
Dr. Christison, to the chemical evidence, 
and do not take the morbid appeardndes into 
consideration, for these fire so striking, as in 
spline degree to supersede the necessity of 
an analytic examination at all. In all caseS, 
therefore, we believe it will be essential to' 
the chemical proof of poisoning in this case, 
that no sulphur, nor sulphates, should have 
been administered for sdme time before 
defttli. We may here add, that Dr. Chris- 
tison, in another place, relates a case in' 
which the Sulphate of magnesia had caused 
death, when givpft to a chdd iu rather aft 
;UQU3tttld0fte, . 
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In tie ptteedfag experiments there fa no 
necessity for any particular apparatus. For 
communicating' heat, the spirit lamp alone 
should be used, and a substitute for this 
may be readily constructed by fitting a cork 
with a tin tube, about an inch long, loosely 
into the mouth of a wide-necked phial. The 
blow-pipe is employed by workin^jewellers 
and watchmakers, and therefore can be easily 
procured. 

As the nitrid acid ha9 already been fully 
noticed in several papers by a correspondent, 
We shall, in the next Number, advert to the 
processes for detecting the muriatic and 
oxalic acids. 


DISCOVERY or TBS EXPANSION OF TBE 
horse's poot. 

To the Editor of Tbe Lancet. 

Sir, — In addition to my former letter, 
No. 361, pnge 687-8, I send the subjoined 
to disprove the claim-all pretensions to the 
discovery of the expansion of the horse's 
foot, asserted in No. 3 66, page 899, and, as 
brevity is the order of tho day, 1 proceed 
without further preface. It is there stated, 
<c These authors (says the writer, alluding 
to Messrs Freeman and James Clark) have 
long been familiar to me ; but the passages 
quoted, taken as they are, without the con- 
text, would probably lead to incorrect con- 
clusions in other minds.” In what other 
way, than by extracts, is it possible to 
fairly contrast and convey tho opinions of 
different writers to the public in a letter 
through a journal, let me ask ? for I am at 
R loss even to conjecture ; but I can posi- 
tively assure your readers, that all the ex- 
tracts which liave beeu made are fully borne 
out by the context; and, as regards the 
writers long familiarity with these authors, 
which lie would have us fain believe, I must 
observe, that it is only a few months since, 
on my showing him Mr. Freeman's able and 
splendid work, that he expressed his very 
great surprise on seeing so much had been 
said on tbe subject prior to Mr. 13. Clark's 
publication. He admitted the book was en- 
tirely new to him , and on my pointing out 
several particular passages, he acknowledg- 
ed the great justness of th?ir application, and 
the author’s very correct views of the ex- 
pansion of the horse's foot. Similar admis- 
sions have also been made by him in respect 
to certain parts of Mr. James Clark’s writ- 
ings ; and 1 am further enabled to assert, 
that in a conversation with Mr. B. Clark 
(the writer before alluded to being also 
tfrfcsewt) otr tire merits <ff Mr. Freeranri’s 
book, he admitted, if tbe work hi ques- 


tion was genuine as to date, that Mr. Free- 
man was tolly acquainted with the principle 
of expansion of the horse’s foot, and that 
he was wholly entitled to the merits of it ; 
but it is necessary for me to remark, that 
he first used a great many plausible argu- 
ments, of which he is so able a moster, in 
order, if possible, to convince me that tbe 
work in question had been predated on the 
title page by the booksellers, and that it 
did not in reality appear until after his 
own; but on that poiut I was happily en- 
abled also to meet nim, by informing him, 
that I had see nMr. Freeman’s book long 
before his w a spublished. I had previously 
heard Mr. B. Clark make similar assertions 
as to tbe date several times. I need not, 
I think, now sn y, u To whom is the merit 
duel” 

The writer instances Jenner and Milton 
in support of bia claim- all. Allow me, 
therefore, to observe of Dr. Jenner, that he 
was a man of unassuming manners, neither 
covetous of pelf or fame, ever ready to 
acknowledge whatever information he de^ 
rived from others, above concealment, and 
he never descended to low, mean, and de- 
grading tricks to feed avarice or revenge, 
for he possessed neither ; nor did he vul- 
garly abuse his professional brethren who 
differed from him in opinion. 

What Milton did when he was seven or 
eight years old I am not Enabled to say, or 
whether he had before that age studied 
anatomy, or described the circulation of tho 
blood poetically or physiologically, I cannot 
tell ; it appears, however, that Harvey dis+ 
covered the circulation in or about 1619 ; 
that Milton was born in 1608, and that he 
lived many years after Harvey, who died 
in 16d7, so that I believe those points avail 
tbe writer nought. A great deal follows 
about inventions, steam* engines, &c., that 
does not in any way appear to me to apply 
to the case ; but as 1 intend hereafter to 
' show that soino of Freeman's excellent state- 
ments have been wrongfully departed from ; 
that some of Mr. B. Clark’s assertions are 
not only erroneous but injurious ; and that 
he does not appear to me to understand the 
real formation and action of the foot, or 
the application of Old Blundevill’a, now 
bis own darling shoe ; I shall consequently 
pass over this for the present. 

It is next asserted by the all-claiming 
writer, that ft The passages which have 
been taken from the works of Messrs. Free- 
man and James Clark, contain all that can 
be advanced in their favour.” I most 
positively assure your readers, that some 
of the weakest only, if poss.ble, were pur- 
posely extracted (i. e. in my former letter). 
I have now added one more, and if the 
limits of your pages would admit I could as 
easily give twenty, but as Mr. Freeman’s 
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book will shortly be republished with ex- 
tensive notes, it will then be attainable by 
those who may wish to examine for them- 
selves, and you ^vill, I presume, no longer 
be expected to insert it in your journal for 
the sake of the context. 

“ When, according to the general method, 
a long shoe with a broad web is unfortu* 
tunately put on, which is made thicker at 
the heels than at the toe, the consequence 
which commonly ensues is, that of hinder- 
ing the expansion of the heel of the foot, 
which, in that case, soon over* contracts 
itself. l]his circumstance produces very 
great pain to the foot, by occasioning too 
great a compression of the cartilages, and of 
the blood-vessels by which they are sur- 
rounded .” — Observations on the Mechanism 
of the Horse's Foot . By Strickland Free - 
man, Esq, 1796. 

** That they saw the expansion of the 
heels,” says the all-claiming writer, •* as 
they term it, I frankly admit, but they saw 
without understanding it.” Oh! oh! they 
did see that, then ; and pray what other 
expansions there to be seen in the horse’s 
foot ? This the claim-all writer has very 
cunningly omitted to inform your readers, 
modestly refraining from saying one single 
word about the bow and string ; is In hdc 
signd vinces blurred from tb? escutcheon; 
are the 12s. pastboard' gewgaws gone to 
oblivion 1 “ Why they did not understand 
it,” we are modestly kept in the dark ; I 
will, therefore, venture to conjecture they 
were supposed by the writer not to have 
possessed, like himself, a superior capacity. | 

» “ As to Freeman’s losing sight of ex- 
pansion altogether, and leaving it as an 
observation he had made, bearing no im- 
portant consequenoes, and leading to no 
valuable result,” is such a false assertion, 
that it could only have been made for wil- 
ful misrepresentation, or by a person ignorant 
of the real merits of the book ; I will, there- 
fore, add one more short extract from very 
near the end to support my assertion. 

M When a horse, therefore, happens to 
set his foot on a large pebble, or on an 
uneven-pointed stone in a paved street, his 
heel, which for reasons before given, will 
receive no injury from that stone, when shod 
in such a manner as to be able to expand 
itself, will be' less liable to slip upon it 
than if covered with a shoe with cramps to 
it, the points of which only contribute to 
make the bearing of the shoe more uneven, 
whejre from the hardness of a pebble, or of 
an irregular pavement, the shoe is not able 
to enter it. The heels of the fore-feet 
should, therefore, on this, as on many other 
accounts, be permitted to expand them- 
selves, by having that sort of shoes on which 
produces the least impediment.”— Obser- 


vations , &*c. By Strickland Freeman, Esq . 
1796. 

The writer again goes on to assert, that 
the expansion of the foot was not understood 
by these authors, and that they “ nailed 
their shoes on both sides.” Now, pray is 
not Mr. B. Clark’s darling shoe nailed on 
both sides? What quibbles and shifts are 
there not to he found for the purpose of 
soiling paper ! 

The idea of the writer’s quoting Mr. 
Coleman’s book to serve his object, reminds 
me of the devil’s quoting Scripture, which 
he has ever been said to do when it would 
answer his purpose. To enter fully into 
this, and the immediately preceding points, 
would fill a Lancet, and consequently, as 
not being of very great moment, must be 
passed by for the present. 

“ I admit (says the writer, and really one 
admission is something from such a quarter) 
that he (Freeman) saw the expansive action 
of the foot, but he neither demonstrated it 
so as to be intelligible to others, nor made 
any particular application of it, dec.” He 
certainly did not take out a patent for the 
discovery, or make any foolish hit so as to 
deceive himself and others ; on that score 
then there is much more credit due to him* 
But I positively assert, and stand pledged 
to prove, that he (at least as far as I have 
been able to discover), of all writers, has 
the most correotlr described the expansive 
and true action of the horse's foot. While 
on the subject of patents, as the writer 
alludes to them, I must confess that I do 
not see the eclat in sneering at those gen- 
tlemen who have been disappointed on tak- 
ing out patents for improvements in horse- 
shoes — I particularly allude to Mr. Rotcb, 
Lieut. -Colonel Goldfinch, with others; and 
he appears to forget, that Mr. B. Clark is 
among the number . — See a copy, dated March 
25th, 1806, Repei'tory of Arts, 8fc,, Vo 1.51, 
August 1806. 

The writer next, with mighty grasp, lays 
claim to all for Mr. B. Clark, '< with whom 
(be says) the idea of this discovery was 
perfectly original, that he arrived at a know- 
ledge of it whilst making experiments to re- 
lieve contracted feet, and not by any chance 
or casualty.” * This really is such a grasp- 
all and sweeping sort of claim that it is not 
easy to grapple with it ; we will, therefore, 
place the writer on a par with the celebrated 
critic Dennis, who was always wont to claim 
the merit of being the author of every-thing 
great : being on a time at the performance 
of a play, in whioh some part required the 
introduction and imitation of rolling peals of 
thunder, the effect being great and well 
executed, the critic vehemently exclaimed. 


* How does this accord with Mr. B. Clark's own 
account further ou? 
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“ That's »y thunder ! tis all my thunder ! ” on the functions and structure of the frog ; 
The writer may, therefore, cousoie himself nor had he any consistent notions as to the 
with not being the first who has overshot the real cause of the contraction of the foot, or 
mark? but more of this anon. any idea of the clianged state of the coffin - 

To proceed, Mr. B. Clark did, however, bone in this disease.” Now reader, pray 
publish some years ago an experiment which contrast this with what Mr. James Clark 
we will suppose he made, on one mare’s says, page 5, and consider how far we are 
foot for a succession of years, hut that he justified in placing confidence in Mr. B. 
need not have taken the trouble to do, if he Clark’s writings without due examination, 
had studied those authors who had preceded “ The crust (and by some the wall) is of a 
him ; and after all it is only one instance, tough hard substance, thick and strong at 
and as I am not aware of his having treated the fore-part or toe, but thinner and weaker 
us with a new course in his re publication, towards the heels, it reflects inwards and 
we may fairly presume he has none to forwards to the point of the frog, there it is 
give us, and, therefore, at best it is only termed the bars or binders of the foot.” His 
solitary evidence, as M. Girard very justly opinion of the frog, which is equally correct, 
observes. was quoted in my last communication, and 

If my memory does not fail me, Mr. B. need not be repeated here. On contraction 
Clark has somewhere modestly said of him- of the foot at page 16 be states, ** The heels, 
self that his labours have been u blessed as has been observed, being forced together, 
with many discoveries of no mean import- the crust presses upon the processes of the 
ance ” (in his own opinion of course). What coffin, and extremities of the nut-bones; 
a blessing then it would be for us to have the frog is confined, and raised so far from 
them in a narrow compass, as we might then the ground, that it cannot have that support 
fairly examine them, and contrast them with upon it, which it ought to have; the circu- 
the opinions of others, who, unfortunately for lation of the blood is impeded, and a wast- 
Mr. B. Clark’s credit and investigation, ing of the frog, and frequently of the whole 
have too frequently a prior claim to them, foot ensues.” 

although they may have been possibly dis- 1 have next to revert to Mr. B. Clark’s 
coveries to him ! I copy, for example, the own account of, and manner of becoming 
following, which will in some measure show acquainted with, the bars or inflections of 
with how little ceremony he has treated the hoof. “ The actual construction also of 
preceding writers, though the claim-all the horse’s hoof was laid open to me in the 
writer of the letter would perhaps have us following manner : — A young fresh hoof had 
believe, and apparently wishes us to do so, lain on my desk some days, and tired almost 
that Mr. B. Clark was wholly unacquainted of seeing it, I determined, without any par- 
with all who wrote before him, and thus to ticular object, to make an horizontal section 
account for his perfect originality. of it, and throw it away ; in inspecting it. 

In alluding to the old writers’ ignorance after sawing it asunder, I observed the loose 
in one of his numerous publications, Mr. B. edges of the frog-band and bulbs, and tracing 
Clark says Osmer was an exception ; con- them found them to make one entire unbro- 
sequently we presume he ought to have been ken circle round the hoof, to my great sur- 
well acquainted with his book, wherein I prise, as the hoofs structure then admitted 
find the following set down, and as I did not of an easy explanation ; the bars were noxt 
advance it as proof in my last, I shall do so seen to be portions only of the wall inflected 
now, and if Mr. B. Clark did not understand inwards towards the centre of the foot, so 
that writer’s very plain language, I can only that the hoof consisted simply of two circles, 
attribute it to the dullness of his perception one of elaatio horn, and one of firm horn io- 
and comprehension. “ On the other hand stead of several parts, as was before imagined; 
(speaking of ike indiscriminate custom of the sole being merely a supplementary part 
stopping and greasing all sorts of feet), the uniting and filling up these parts, and closing 
hoof being capable of contraction and ex* the lower opening of the hoof.” 
pansion, strong feet cannot be kept too full Notwithstanding the chance which let 
of oil, for the reasons before given.” — Mr. B. Clark into the knowledge of this de- 
Treatise on the Diseases and Lameness of scription, every point of it which is correct 
Horses . By W. Osmer ,17 61, page 53. was well known, and had been described 
Mr. B. Clark has likewise stated that years before, by Osmer, James Clark, &c. 
“ James Clark of Edinburgh is also an ex- As 1 have already trespassed to a con aider- 
cep ti on, having a good deal of good plain able length on your columns, I shall be corn- 
sense and sound observation iu his writings ; pelled to defer what I have to advance on 
and he was supposed by many intelligent the structure of the foot, to a more favourable 
persona to have exhausted the subject of opportunity. And remain, Sir, 
shoeing and the foot, yet was he wholly yours, much obliged, &c., 

unacquainted with the inflected nature of B. Hart. 

the horsed hoof or its bulbs or frog- band, September 7, 1030. 
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DISSENSIONS IN THE UNIVERSITY OF 
EON DON. 

Td \ the' Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir; — In consequence of two professors* 
supposed, on aocount of tlieir conduct, to 
havd beeh Piofessors Davis and Conolly, 
having gene to thd warden and alarmed him 
by stating, what is knoWa by all my friends 
to be untrue, that 1 intended to excite a 
disturbance at the Medical Society of the 
University,— the warden, without saying 
any-thing to me* or to any of my friends, 
ordered the porter to prevent my entrance 
into the University. The pupils, therefore, 
like honest men, gave me that hearing, which 
the council and warden had denied me, and 
afterwards sent me the following documents, 
of which I am iiideed proud, because they 
show the rising spirit of the young men of 
the present day* You will oblige me by 
publishing them with my answer. 

Alex. Thomson. 

* c University of London, Oct. 14. 

• 4 * Dear Sir, — We have great pleasure in 
enclosing the resolutions agreed upon at the 
meeting yesterday, with only two dissen- 
tient voices, and remain, 

“ Dear Sir, yours very truly, 

“ N. Eisdlll, Chairman. 
u T. Howitt, Secretary. 

'* At a meeting of the medical students of 
the London University, held in their com- 
mon room, on Wednesday, the 13th of Oc- 
tober, 1830, it was resolved, that 

“ 1. This meeting views with anxious 
concern the unmerited displeasure of the 
council, lately manifested toward their fel- 
low student Dr. Alexander Thomson. 

“ 2. Dr. A. Thomson having fully laid 
before the students of the University, every 
particular of bislate conduct in connexion 
with that institution, and submitted to their 
perusal authentic documents in support of 
his statements, this meeting begs respect- 
fully to intimate to the council its unqua- 
lified approbation of the motives Dr. Thom- 
son acted upon in the transactions alluded to. 

3- The students are futly aware of the 
deference they owe to the ordinances of the 
council, but cannot view, without apprehen- 
sion) the summary measure which has been 
put in force in the cose of Dr. A. Thomson, 
viz,, liis extraordinary expulsion from the 
University. They conceive it lobe a public 
institution, established on a system of en- 
larged and scientific usefulness to society ; 
and, they think themselves called upon to 
enter their firm protest against the dismissal 
of a pupil from its class-rooms, without his 
having violated any known law, any hearing 
of evidence, or even an official notice 6f his 


dismissal. They ire convinced that t pro- 
ceeding so arbitrary, irregular, and unjust, is 
incompatible with the best interests of the 
University, and subversive of the liberal 
principles, to which it owes its foundation 
and support. 

“ The following students have appended 
their names to the above resolutions : — 

65, N. Eisdell, Chairman, 

1. W. Calvert 49. W. R. Williams 

2. B. D. Goodwin 50. D. W. Nash 

3. E. Meryon 51, W. Ray her 

4. W.C.Coppdrtliwaite52. J. Storar 

5. C. R. Bree 5S. J. Wakefield 

6. J. Boosey 51. Jos. Thompson 

7. A. Little 55. R. G. ShUte 

8. J.Skitt 56. W. Cluley 

9. W. P. Jorden 57. J. Douglas 

10. W. Bn'yes 58. W. Bennett 

11. C. Ilnrland 59. M. Brown 

12. W. Evans 60. W.G. Driver 

lA W. M'Kie 61. W. Johnson 

14. W. ThUselton 62. J. N. Hudlestone 

15. W. Mumford 63. G. Hume 

16. W. Player 64. T. Pidwell 

17. H. Bird 66. R. Garner 

18. C. G. De Morgan 67. W. Ad ninth waite 

19. H. Devonshire 68. E. Pnrslow 

20. J. Johnson 69. J. Hull 

21. J. Ilerris 70. J. Dyer 

22. T. Woolwridge frl. T. Culler 

! 23. T. Johnson 72. C. G. Ford 
[24. R. Dudley 73. J. P. Litchfield 
1 25. T. G. Wright 74. J. P. Wallis 

26. R. W. Semple 75. A. M. a Beckett 

27. J. H.Wortbingtoh76. J. Massey 

28. M. Cowan 77. J. Rayner 

29. H. W. Lloyd 78. J. Merriraah 

30. S. Chadwick 79. T. Chandler 

31. P. H.Edge 80. J. Thorfison 

32. J. R. Noble 81. A. Sisson 

33. S. Bullen 82. C. Roberts 

34. J. R. Lewis 83. W. Reily 

35. Hanbury Smith 84. Henry Thomas 

36. J. T. Owen 85. R. Wakefield 

37. R. Jowett 86. W. Tomkyiis 

38. W. G. S. Clack 87. W. Eiswortli 

39. G L. Cooper 88. B. Johnson 

40. R. Smith Owen 89. R. Stevens 

41. P. Walsh 90. S* M 'Morris 

42. T. D. Goodridge 91. E. Norton 

43. F. Spry 92. J. C. Leadheatter 

44. Chas. Thompson 93. K. W. Holland 

45. W. James 94. John Chisholm 

46. E. Jay 95. Millward Pogson 

47. J. Weston 96. T. Howitt, Secre- 

48. T. Davie tary.” 

Many of my fellow pupils have called upon 
me, and informed me, that double the num- 
ber of names would have been appended, 
had a communicati on not been made from 
the office, stating that I was not a matricu- 
lated pupil. As soon os 1 heard of this, ( 
sent the following letter to the warden • 
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• Sir,— Haring rewired a very g r at ify i n g 
communication from ninety-six of my fellow 
students, approving of my conduct in regard 
to Professor Pattison .and having been inform- 
ed by many others of them, who have not ap- 
pended their signatures to this document, 
that they have bten restrained ,by a comrrfani - 
cation from the office affirming that I am not 
a matriculated student, from appending their 
names to this document, the whole tenour 
of which they otherwise approve ; 1 beg to 
express to ydu my surprise at such informa- 
tion, and to inform you, that the moment I 
beard of it, I went to the office and tendered 
xhy money for a library ticket, which was 
refused. I assure you, that I have been at- 
tending the University under the belief that 
2 was a regularly matriculated student ; for. 
When I feed Dr. Davis for hia lectures, he 
informed me publicly, in the presence of 
his class, that his share of the money at least 
would be remitted to me from the office.* 
This money I hate never received, although 
1 have more than once applied to Dr. Davis 
for it. I Concluded, therefore, that this 
money was left for me at the office, where I 
Wished it to remain, as my matriculatioh 
fee. Under this belief I attended many of 
the lectures last year. Again, Sir, I wish 
to ask of yon Whether, as a gentleman per- 
mitted by the council, through courtesy, to 
attend lectures in their institution, they 
give you authority to prohibit my entrance 
Without sending me any written document, 
and through the mouth of the porter? 
Again, Sir, I wish to know whether you 
can expel me from; or prevent me entering, 
the medical society, of which I was the 
founder, a* well as framer of its laws, and 
am still on honorary member, having paid all 
my fees. If 1, an old pupil by your acknow- 
ledgment, am excluded in this manner, of 
wliat use is it to me to have paid all my 
fefcs to that society ? An answer to these 
queries will oblige 

** Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) u Alex. Thomson. 

October 15th, 18S0.” 


To those Pupils of the University of Lon- 
don , who have signed the Protest to the 
Council in favour of Dr, Alex, Thomson, 

il Gentlemen,— Allow me to return you 
itay thanks for the kind interest you have 
taken in my Wei fate ; I wish you had rather 
had moral courage enough to have insisted 


# There is an agreement among the professors, 
that they will receive no money from their col- 
leagues’ sons. Hut the council do not sanctiw 
this agreement, and, therefore, the sons are obliged 
to purchase a library ticket each year, as no 
qne is permitted to buy a library ticket who does not 
intepd tp enter to a course of lectures, to pay that 
part of the fce wbkb goes to the University chest. 


upon! your own rights; and than you would 
not have been insulted by the council,* who 
after reading your testimonial, sent me a 
letter, of which the following is a copy : — 

Copy of the Warden's letter to Dr . Thomson • 

" University of London, Oct. 15, 18S0, 

“ Sir, — 1 have laid your letter of this date 
before the council, and I am directed to 
transmit to you the following resolutions of 
the council passed this day 

** * That Dr. Alexander Thomson te not 
permitted in future to come within the 
precincts of the Uuiversity, and that the 
warden do give the necessary orders for 
carrying (his resolution into effect. 

“ ‘ That a copy of the preceding resolution 
be transmitted to Dr. Alexander Thomson/ 
“ 1 am, Sir, 

** Your very obedient servant, 

“ Leonard Horner, Warden. 

Dr. Alei. Thomson/* 

* 

“ Moreover, Gentlemen, they have come 
to a resolution to take no notice whatever of 
your protest, and on no account to acknow- 
ledge the students as a body possessing any 
rights, but such as they in courtesy may 
choose to grant. If you are idiots and cow- 
ards enough to submit to this, you deserve all 
the inflictions which that body can impose 
upon you, anct will, in the language of 
your haughty professor of midwifery, be 
u ci'ushed." I have done my duty in giving 
you the opportunity of asserting your inde- 
pendence : I deeply regret the existence in 
so large a body of young and strong raou, of 
the pusillanimity and weakness of intellect 
which has made you neglect it. 

** Your fellow student, 

“ Alex. Thomson. 

u October 18th, 1830.’* 


MEDICAL ELECTIONS. 


To the Editor of Tut Lancet. 

Sir, — I and many of my brother pupils 
should esteem it a particular favour, if you 
would insert in your Lancet of next Satur- 
day, the following passage from Mri Der- 
mott’s introductory lecture. You will, I 
am 3 ure, be pleased to learn; that the entire 
address consisted of an able condensation of 
those arguments which you have co repeat- 


* It is better, however, to observe to you, that Sot 
more than six members of council met on this oc- 
casion, as I am credibly informed by two of the 
professors, Ur. Birkbeck and Mr. Starch were, l 
am also told, of the number. 
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edly used in' Tiie Lancet in favour of a 

.RADICAL MEDICAL REFORM. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

A Pupil. 

« Now it is the aristocracy both in medi- 
cine and politics (and by the term medical 
aristocracy I mean monopoly of power) 
which is the proximate cause of the tyranny 
of private interest and intrigue — thht ty- 
ranny which always tends to crush merit, 
whether it be in medicine or in politics — 
and that tyranny which has been Hie dis- 
grace ahd partial ruin of the English. 
Where, I may observe, we have an over- 
powering political aristocracy, we shall, as 
to many contaminated ramifications of the 
root, find the tame system of things exist- 
ing in, and regulating the departments of, 
science, and in every-thing else connected 
in an important way with the nation —first 
begotten by the aristocracy, and then aid- 
ing in the Support of its fruits or measures. 
See how members are elected to rotten 
boroughs^ professors to government insti- 
tutions, and hospital surgeons to hospitals : 
it is all one piece of contamination ; instead 
of the election of medical officers being upon 
the basis of merit — instead of men being 
publicly elected by all the members of the 
profession, they are shuffled in by the in- 
trigue and private interest of themselves 
and their friends, who are non-medical and 
quite incompetent to judge of medical mat- 
ters and the merits of medical persons. This, 
then, is the scourge of England— that public 
good is sacrificed to personal influence and 
interest. And why? Because there are no 
laws and regulations to counteract it. Me- 
dical politics always were linked with, or 
immediately affected by, general politics, and 
cannot be completely aeparated from them; 
it is on these grounds 1 say (and 1 am en- 
couraged to speak in this strain from the 
impulse of the moment, because 1 see many 
members of the medical profession now pre- 
sent), that every medical man should be a 
politician. 

“ Let us turn otrr attention to France : 
there the medical profession is immediately 
under the wing of a liberal government, and 
there we find a purity existing in its eco- 
nomy, and merit justly regarded as the only 
means of recommendation to public favour. 
•Now, then; that our brethren, the French, 
are opening the sluggish eyes of English- 
men from their lethargy, aud now that we 
have a virtuous king upon the throne, who 
is in reality thekrng of the English, if not, 
unfortunately* nominally, let us bbpe for 
the days of merit to shine upon England, 
* that every growing merit shall succeed to 
its just right,’ ‘ and make the grove har- 
monious.’ But we must recollect that hope 
•lone wilt mot do this ; the members of the 


medical profession must effect if; and while 
they allow the evils to remain, and do not 
act to remove them, they must blame them- 
selves.” 


REFLECTIONS ON THE LATE INQUEST AT 
HAMPTON. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — It is impossible to review the pro- 
ceedings at the late inquest at Hampton, 
which called for your animadversions in the 
Inst Number of your impartial Journal, 
without a Aill conviction of the gross igno- 
rance of the practitioner whose conduct was 
the subject of investigation, or without a 
due share of surprise at the verdict deliver- 
ed, together with the utmost sympathy for 
the unfortunate sufferer. The proceedings 
on the part of the surgical attendant were 
such as no one would have anticipated in 
the earliest period of the practice of mid- 
wifery, and yet attempts were made to pal- 
liate the blunder, and even a grave professor 
of midwifery, to whose skill, probably, the 
accoucheur was indebted, bad the effrontery 
to sanction every stage of the proceeding, 
and to justify the removal of the superior 
extremities in a presentation of the face of 
the child. It is perfectly unnecessary to go 
into a full detail of this case, as you have 
already supplied your readers with a full 
statement of it ; but from the evidence of 
the female accoucheur, whose testimony 
was delivered in a plain and Bimple manner, 
it appeared that the head was in some de- 
gree advanced below the upper strait of the 

pelvis, when Mr. B n was called in, and 

that no part of the arm had protruded. 
Opposed to this, we have the opinion of 
Mr. Jewel, who was not present at the 
time of the labour, that it could hardly be 
called a face presentation, but that the am 
must have fallen down.” Most practition- 
ers, wbo are conversant with the difficulties 
of preternatural presentations can certify, 
that the face of the foetuS with one hand will 
not unfrequently be found to present simul- 
taneously ; such might have been the phe- 
nomena on this occasion. The obvious in- 
dication would then have been to have 
returned the hand, and to have made some 
pressure on the face, with a view to bring 
the occiput nearer the Symphysis pubis. 
Where we cannot accomplish this turn by 
assiduous and gentle means in a reasonable 
time, provided the woman's strength is not 
exhausted, we hove been advised by Deto- 
man to wait for nature’s spontaneous effects; 
o*, to use the language of Mr. Taylor, to 
allow the head to right itself. If the sur- 
geon in sttendance was not equal to this 
mode of administering relief, before be bad 
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determined on so. barbarous and ineffectual | 
an expedient^ a^ that of tearing the child 
limb from limb, it was incumbent on him to 
Lave suspended any further forcible pro- 
ceeding, ti ll he coul d har e availed himself 
of further advice! XTappeared in evidence, 
that Mr. Tailor bad succeeded in delivering 
the same patient on a prior occasion by 
turning. What could have been more ra- 
tional on the part of the friends, than to 
solicit bis aid. The t woman’s conceiving that 
the child was, dead, would not authorize -any 
accoucheur in the premature dismember- 
ment of the child. But we are told that the 
practitioner had exhausted all his skill, and 
founid the common instruments unavailable; 
that it was therefore allowable to indulge 
him with a boot-hook, previous to which he 
had dislocated the Ctervical vertebrae, and 
inflicted some injury on the head; indeed, 
as the coroner had learnedly expressed it, 
" he had not made a half business of it, but 
persisted to the last, ” and resolved that one 
arm should not survif e tbq delivery of the 
other. Taking it for granted, that the head 
was not impacted in. the pelvis, which, we 
are informed, was very capacious ( though 
the child is stated to ■ have exceeded the 
common bulk of a full-grown foetus), the, same 
room that, allowed of the introduction of the 
surgeon’s hand to tear away the arm. might 
have been afforded to ascertain the situation 
Of the fee which in this instance must 
have Wen close in contact with the fundus 
of the uterus, I am far from wishing to 
underrate the difficulties of turning a foetus 
where the membranes have been long rup- 
tured, and can truly sttest, that having once 
secured a foot, I have felts sort of Pytha- 
gorean ecstacy in the prospect of a speedy 
termination of delivery. In the unfortunate 
example under discussion, it would be quite 
a 5 revolting to sound practice to have pro- 
posed craniotomy, as that of the violent 
separation of the superior extremities. Upon 
surgical assistance being called in, the only 
legitimate mode of rescuing the patient from 
her future suffering, was that of a steady 
bujt fixed determination to deliver by the 
feet. What advantage tow ards the full ex- 
clusion of the feetus can attach to a removal 
of the upper extremities as a precursory 
measure 1 The answer given by Mr. Jewel, 
that “ when pee arm w as taken off, there 
is more loom to take off the other,” will 
hardly r satisfy any tyro in midwifery, al- 
though he is obliged to admit, that it could 
have been turned only, with difficulty. But j 
this difficulty ougM to have been surmount- 
ed, “ Humanum eat errare,” but who would 
not bavesacrificedany petty feeling of jea- 
lousy oni the /score. of other advice, by con- 
senting t<t call in aid, in seasonable time, 
when, the life of a fellow-creature was at 
stakes and both jputies p^h a B* have shaken 


hands on the issue of the ease,, ratlter than 
to have insulted the wounded, feelings of 
the family, by, persisting that the patient 
would soon be released by delivery, when 
the least reflection might have taught him, 
that the practice employed could not in the 
least justify so favourable a prognostic 1 The 
verdict delivered in : this case was a plain 
sacrifice of truth and honeaty, te an uu ac- 
countable degree of false delicacy# In every 
science a set of rules or axioms is necessa- 
rily established for the general guidance of 
those who are called upon to act ; and no 
one can be justified in discardin g those rule# 
after they had obtained the universal eaac- 
| tion of the most enlightened practitioners* 

I in order to embark on a hopeless emergenoy 
I without aa anchor, or a particle of prudence 
to direct the accoucheur. The fatal cocac- 
quencea of sueh a violation of reason must 
be too obvious to need any further com- 
ment ; or, at least, tlm salvo of another 
pr actitioner ought to be considered as the 
indispensable law of the land* That .a mis- 
take like the foregoing will never benagain 
recorded iu your uaeful Journal, is thoaineose 
hope of. 

Your obedient servant, . 

. Obstetric us. 


POrtltfiAL ABSOftlSW. 

To the Editor o/Ths Lancet. 

Sir,— I n your Number of ThS Lancit 
for September 18th, 1830, you have pub- 
lished the remarks of Mr. LaWrenoe On a 
'* Case of Popliteal Aneurism,”- in which, 
in my opinion, he relies too- much on the 
bruit desouffiet, as indicating circulation of 
blood in the sneurumal tumour. Prom ex- 
perience we know that there are aneuriamal 
tumours in which there are evident aigna of 
circulation of blood, such as pulsation end 
reduction of the tumour by preseusa* with- 
out the bruit de soujfletf arid again, there ore 
tumours that press upon arteries in which 
we have thermit de soufflett hence wh have 
circulation in an aaeorieraial titmeue : without 
the symptom, and we have a tumour in 
which there is no circulation with it. 1 re- 
member seeing the common carotid taken 
up for a tumpur in the neck, ifrom thixvwy 
symptom, in which death from honaortiiage 
took place io, three weeks after theppera- 
tion, and dissection proved the case lobe 
one of fungoid tumour > pressing upon the 
artery ; this sfirat made me i think of the 
cause by which the symptom must be pro- 
duced. , M . 

The cause of bruit de soufflet appears to 
me to be the rush of blood through a con- 
tracted space. This may be in the artery, or, 
op I think very stddomJakca place in the 
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neck of the tnAurisrotf sac. The artery 
may be contracted from pressure, as from 
an aneurisms! tumour, which the surround- 
ing parts bind down upon the artery, or 
from any tumour in the seat of an artery 
under the same circumstances, and pressure 
on an artery with the finger will cause the 
bruit de soufflet. That the bruit de soufflet 
Seldom, or indeed never, takes place in the 
passage of the blood into the aueurismal 
sac, may be accounted for in this way : the 
blood at that part, instead of having a con- 
tracted space to pass through, has a much 
more capacious one, having the artery and 
the opening of the aneurism, the latter of 
which alone, except in very early cases, 
exceeds generally the circumference of the 
a*tcry. So that, in my opinion, bruit de 
souffiet is seldom indeed caused by the pas- 
sage of blood through the neck of the aneu- 
rism, but by pressure upon the artery con- 
tracting its size ; and the reason that some 
aneurisms have this symptom, whilst others 
have not, is, that some aneurisms, whilst 
the blood is in a fluid state, form little or 
not sufficient pressure to cause it, although, 
when in a farther state of progress, the 
symptom comes on from their increased size 
and more firm texture, from the coagula 
which they contain. 

Yours, Sir, respectfully, 

J. B. E. Fletcher, Surg. 

Shifnall, Shropshire, Sept. 29, 1830. 


ARMY ASSISTANT-SURGEONS. 

Sin JAMES M'ORIGOR. 

To the Editoi' of Thi Lancet. 

StR, — In your last Number I observe with 
pleasure a letter from •* A Poor Assistant 
Surgeon,” in which the writer gives some- 
thing like the real character of Sir James 
M'Grigor (not that one which he might be 
supposed to possess from reading the ful- 
some •* dedications” of expecting syco- 
phants) in confirmation of his opiuiou of the 
worthy knight. Allow me to make a few 
remarks on the promotion in Sir James’s de- 
partment. I shall select as my text the fol- 
lowing sentence from the last Gazette: — 
*' Assistant-Surgeon H. J. Jemmett, from 
the ISth Light Dragoons, to be surgeon to 
the forces.” On looking to the army list, 
Mr. Jemmett’s commission ns assistant -sur- 
geon is found to hear date “ i3th of Dec. 
1825.” Now as the regulations state that 
** every gentleman must have served at 
least five years in the junior departments 
before he cau be promoted to the rank of 
regimental surgeon, it appears that, as soon 
us possible, Mr. Jemmett was appointed sur- 


geon to tbe forces, A rank which, by tbd 
custom of the service, is superior to that of 
regimental surgeon ; and speaking of which, 
the regulations say, “ Medical officers are 
encouraged to look forward to the rank of 
surgeon to the forces.” Contrast this pro- 
motion with that of tbe late senior assistant- 
surgeon to the forces,* who, in the same Ga- 
zette, was appointed to a regimental sur- 
geoncy after nineteen years' service as as- 
sistant-surgeon ! 

Look to those gentlemen still remaining 
on the list after sixteen, seventeen, eigh- 
teen years’ service at home and abroad. 
In tropical climates no surgeoucy to the 
forces comes in their way, but Sir James pro- 
motes over their head an assistant-surgeon 
of five years’ service at home ; and while 
ibey ore toiling in St. Lucie, Ceylon, Domi- 
nique, &c., stations him at Edinburgh ! 
Even look at the services of the assistant- 
surgeons of the other cavalry regiments ; 
look at Mr. Ribeck of the 10th Hussars, 
who, among ether testimonies of his ser- 
vices having been performed elsewhere than 
in ihe different cavahy stations of Canter- 
bury, Edinburgh, Dubliu, &c., bears a 
Waterloo medal. He is still an assistant- 
surgeon, and with a commission dated 2d of 
July, 1812 ! ! That it may not be said this 
is a solitary instance, we may mention Mr. 
Barry, Royal Dragoons, Feb. 1813; Mr. 
Stewart, Scots- Greys, Nov. 1813; Mr. 
Cross, 3d Dragoons, March litb, 1813; in 
short, among our dragoon regiments alone, 
there are six assistant-surgeons of seven- 
teen years, and three of sixteen years* 
standing, not to mention later dutes. 

The conclusions fcom these premises are 
evident, and 1 think an instance of more 
flagrant and shameless partiality is rarely to 
be met with. I am sure, unless Sir James 
be lost to all sense of shame, be must*liave 
blushed in recommending (as the phrase is) 
the appointment. Is it not melancholy to 
think, that eighteen or nineteen years’ hard 
service at home and abroad is not consider- 
ed as entitling a man to promotion, or to a 
better station than Jamaica, or St. Lucie? 
Or that an application for promotion on these 
grounds is to be answered (as 1 have known 
it done) by on offer of an appointment to 
Sierra Leone! Mr. H. J. Jemmelt’s pri- 
vate and professional character stands (and 
I believe deservedly so) high, but these are 
not the claims Sir James looks to. Mr. 
jemmett is so fortunate as to have a father 
in an official situation (we believe in his 
Majesty's household), aud thence his rapid 
advancement is easily explained. 

From your always hoviug been a decided 
enemy to all kinds of “ hole-and-corner” 
work, 1 tun induced to hope you will afford 


* Dr. Hart. 
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me a nook for thic in your next, with the 
laudable view of proving to those expecting 
to euter the service, that as long as the pre- 
sent chief remains, * * * * not 

public service, ensures promotion. 

I have the honour to he, Sir, 

Scaljvellum. 

Dublin, Oct. 7, 1830. 


NON- MEDICAL CORONERS, 

[We have lately received a vast number 
of letters relating to non-medical coroners, 
aod as we find space shall select some of 
them for insertion. The following are of 
the number.] 

To the Editor s/Tus Lancst. 

Sir, — Tn the summer of 1795, while the 
4th Duffs and another regiment were en- 
camped on Hopton Common, a place half 
way between Yarmouth and Lowestoft, a 
few straggling soldiers called at Hopton 
W hite Hart, and spent an hour or two in 
festivity. One of them accidentally broke 
a quart mug, for which he refused to pay. 
The laudlord, Robert Wiglitman, locked up 
a firelock as security ; a scuffle ensued, in 
the course of which John Wightman, the 
brother of the publican, snatched up a poker 
from the fire, and struck one of the soldiers, 
from the effects of which blow be died. An 
inquest was held by the coroner of Suffolk 
on the dead body, assisted by a magistrate, 
the Rev. Dr. Cooper of Yarmouth, the 
father of Sir Astley Cooper, and the grand- 
father of the gentleman who lately cut so 
distinguished a figure in the pages of The 
Lancet. The coroner charged that the 
offence was clearly murder ; the jury 
thought otherwise, and brought in n ver- 
dict of manslaughter against John YVispht- 
man, and acquitted Robert Wightmau. The 
coroner refused to receive the verdict, and, 
in conjunction with the Rev. Magistrate, 
lectured them severely on their contumacy, 
in daring to bring iu a verdict contrary to 
the opinion of “ the court.” The jury, in- 
experienced, and overawed by authority, — 
moreover assured that a verdict of murder 
against John would not at all affect Ro- 
bert Wightman, their harmless, inoffensive 
townsman, whom they were desirous of 
saving from the consequences of his bro- 
ther’s violeuce, — finally brought a verdict 
of ** wilful murder” against John, and ac- 
quitted Robeit, Wightmau. 

Now, Sir, mark the consequence. On 
the succeeding day the Rev. Dr, Cooper, 
acting on his authority as a magistrate, com- 
mitted Robert Wightmau to Bury jail to 
take his trial for murder as “ an accessory 


til 

before the fact.” At $e #al the grand 

jury found a true bill against John, but 
ignored the bill against Robert j their fore- 
mao, Mr. Maynard, after wards Sir Arthur 
Hese)rigg, indignantly asked the judge in 
open court, if au fiction would not lie against 
the committing magistrate for false impri- 
sonment, which he answered iu the affiima- 
tive, but coupled with an opinion *h ieh 
rendered the whole matter nugatory — 1 sup- 
pose, the necessity to prove a corrupt mo- 
tive. Johu Wightmau was found guilty of 
manslaughter. Thus, through the want of 
firmness and independence in the coroner, 
did this innocent man suffer thirty- three 
weeks of unjust imprisonment, which caused 
the total ruin of his health and fortune* 
His widow and children, six of whom were 
girls, must have become the inmates of the 
poor house, had not the oppression of theif 
father, aud their owu universal good charac- 
ter, excited the sympathy of a few of tbeis 
more wea|tby townsmen, who gave them 
the means ot establishing a .small business, 
which lias to tbts hour supported them in 
comfort and respectability. I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

J. X. Murray. 

Sir, — On referring to a late Bristol 
journal, you will fiud the report of a co- 
roner’s inquest held iu this city, on the body 
of Mary Lewis, set at. 23, who was found 
suspended to the banister of a stair, and 
although cut down in about three minutes, 
death took place within two hours after, and 
a verdict was returned of felo-de-se. Aa 
examination of the body was strongly urged 
by the foreman of the jury, os well as by the 
two medical men who bad administered to 
her in her last moments. This apparently 
reasonable request was obstiu&Urly refused 
by the coroner, who stated it to be unne- 
cessary and ubsurd, although the lower part 
of her shift was completely saturated and 
clotted with blood, which, being dry, tender- 
ed it quite stiff. The os fine* was very 
near the external orifice of the vagina, and 
w as soft aud so dilated that the finger passed 
with the greatest ease into the uterus ; on 
withdrawing the fiuger no blood appeared 
upon it. There was no swelling of the ex« 
ternal parts. 

I have confined myself to & mere detail of 
those appearances which in my own opinion 
would have justified a more extensive exam-, 
ination of the circumstances connected with, 
her death, aud shall coucede to you the 
power to make any commeutsyoumay tbiuk 
consistent with the advaucement of the 
cause you have of lute so ably advocated. 

A. B. 


A correspondent, Colonel Blennerhasset 
Fairman, in drawing our atlentiou more espe- 
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daily to the u&se of coroners’ inquests in 
jails, observes,— 

- When deaths happen in a prison, the 
jailors, from a fear perhaps that the fre- 
quency of such occurrences may, in the 
end, endanger the duration of their own 
establishments, by awakening the sensibili- 
ties of the nation, do every-thing iu their 
power to keep these calamities from the 
knowledge of the public. The juries are too 
often packed from their own tradesmen — 
the inquisition is precipitated, and hurried 
over with indecency — no announcement of 
the proceedings is ever made to the sur- 
vivors in custody, while indeed obstruc- 
tions are thrown in the way of those who 
may wish to attend the court, and be pre- 
sent at an examination in which all are in- 
terested. In fact the business is despatched 
as a mere matter of form, with all possible 
speed, in the most slovenly way, as if an in- 
demnity to the jailor and a fee to the coro- 
ner were the sole purposes for which the 
jury had been assembled, and not the cir- 
cumstances that had produced, had contri- 
buted to, or accelerated, the dissolution of 
the defunct ; of whose safety the legislature 
was so jealous as to institute these inquisi- 
tions, lest men thus cut off from their family 
and friends might occasionally be sacrificed, 
as heretofore has been the case, to the vin- 
dictiveness, the oppression, and inhumanity 
of their keepers. * Died by the visitation 
of God ’ is the return nine times out of ten, 
when the verdict ought to be of * a broken 
heart, through persecution the most relent- 
less or unjust/ — ‘ of disease brought on by 
a removal from a bed of sickness to a place 
of incarceration,’ — * of abstinence and star- 
vation through the absolute want of the 
comforts and necessaries of life,’ — or, per- 
haps, * from excess of drinking, brought on 
by anxiety and dejection of mind, through 
a long confinement.’ Lawyers are connected, 
more or less, with the governors of prisons, 
for whom they entertain a sympathetic sort 
of feeling ; they are subservient, too, more 
or less, to the judges, and stand identified, 
in some measure, with the courts. For this 
sole reason, if for no other, they are not the 
fittest, the most unprejudiced folks that 
might be selected for the execution of a 
trust so precious, and for the discharge of a 
dnty so paramount, as that of deciding on 
the circumstances which may have occasion- 
ed, have conduced to, or hastened the dis- 
solution of victims to a system the most 
barbarous that ever sited disgrace on a civi- 
lized state, not to say a boasted land of 
liberty, in an enlightened age of freedom 
and refinement. 


Erratum. 

To the Editor of The Lancbt. 

Sir, — In page 103 of the last published 
Number of The Lancet, you will perceive 
so palpable au omission on the part of your 
printer, that I am sure you will be as eager 
to supply it as I can be. Between the fifth 
and sixth lines of the second column, a pas- 
sage has been struck out, which not only 
formed part of my lecture , as it was deliver- 
ed, but which 1 perused in the proof you 
had the goodness to send me. I do not re- 
quest the restoration of the entire passage, 
but (as several persons have very naturally 
observed) what immediately precedes the 
hiatus is unintelligible, as the whole actu- 
ally presents itselL If, however, the por- 
tion of my MS. has been suppressed by de- 
sign , 1 beg to say, that although I am will- 
ing to submit to a law which I uniformly 
enforced when myself an editor, the law, 
viz., of acquiescence in editorial discretion 
and responsibility, — l do submit, with all 
deference, that when a person sufficiently 
known to the public appends his name and 
quality to a contribution, the editor is ex- 
pected, if he admits the paper, not to dress 
it, as the author releases him entirely from 
all liability concerning it. If I am in error, 
I shall be glad to be corrected ; but I think 
that the whole of this affair is a typographic 
oversight. 

Be good enough to let this communication 
appear in your next Number, and to give 
me the opportunity of informing your read- 
ers, that the essential passage omitted was 
to the following effect : — 

“ As long as the Jewish nation lasts, I, 
for one, must believe the $ible.” 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

J. Gordon Smith. 

Euston Square, Oct. 18, 1830. 


Cure of Corns by Lunar Caustic. — I 
applied it (the lunar caustic) thus. I put 
the feet in warm water, and allowed them 
to remain till I found the outer surface of 
the corn was soft ; I then dried the feet and 
applied the caustic all over the corn ; in a 
few minutes it was dry ; it remained so for 
ten days, when I removed the black skin 
and applied the caustic again ; and so I con- 
tinued till I had completely eradicated the 
corns. I have tried the same plan with 
many of my patients, and those who have 
been sufferers for years, all have been 
cured ; it produces no pain, nor the least 
inconvenience, and does away with the 
necessity of cutting, which is dangerous in 
itself, and likely to produce extensive in- 
flammation, with, frequently, the loss of 
life. C.V. 

Rotberhitbe. 
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THE LANCET. 

London, Saturday, October 93, 1830. 

In the N multifarious forms of royal char- 
ters and of legislative enactments, there 
is not to be found, upon any one subject of 
legal inquiry, a more heterogeneous mass of 
legislatorial and royal absurdity, than in the 
laws which have been framed for the go- 
vernment of the medical profession. The 
immortal Milton has observed, that 
“ So many laws argue so many sins.” 

But, had he lived in the present day, he j 
might with more propriety have stated, that 
they argue, rather, the folly and stupidity 
of those by whom they have been enacted, 
aud the avaricious knavery of the corrupt 
creatures by whom they were projected. Of 
all the acts of Parliament, of all the Char- 
ters, is there one upon which any man can 
place his finger, and say truly, i( Here is a 
comprehensive law, suited to the dignity, 
character, and welfare of the members of 
the medical profession, and calculated to 
promote the best interests of the public.” 
From the reign of Henry the Eighth to 
that of George the Fourth, there is nei- 
ther a charter nor an act of Parliament upon 
the subject of medical polity , which, in the 
restrictive character of its clauses, would 
not disgrace the lowest mechanics’ club. | 
The interests of the few , in these measures, j 
have invariably been consulted, while the 
interests of the many have been, as uni- 
formly, wholly disregarded. This may op- ! 
pear paradoxical, but it is nevertheless true; 
indeed the reasons are obvious, and may he 
stated in a very few words, — The many 
have been idle, the few have been active. 
Consequently each “ act,” each “ charter,” 
has echoed the voico of a faction, and not 
that of the multitude. ' The petitioners for 
charters and bills have never forgotten their 
owii interests, and while bawling most 
loudly, while stunning the ears of kings and 
No. 373. 


members of Parliament, for instruments of 
public protection, they have been most ac- 
tively engaged in forming plans for their 
own private personal aggrandisement. Thei 
establishment of an aristocracy in medi- 
cine, in the reign of Hen&v the Eighth, 
baa proved a great check to tbecultivation 
of medical science in thiB country. , 

The College of Ph ysicians has been an 
upas to the profession. It has proved dark- 
ness to the light of knowledge; a blast to 
every thing that has been deemed liberal. 
How could it be otherwise 1 What purity, 
what liberality, could flow from tha corrupt 
aud vicious heart of such a vile sensualist 
as Henry the Eighth? And yet, even to 
the present hour, the College of Physicians 
claims no other support, has no other pre- 
text for maintaining its unprincipled and 
pernicious monopoly, than the okerter grant- 
ed by Henry to his favourite physician 
Linacbb. Founded at the request aud un- 
der the sole dictation of this one physician, 
it is not extraordinary that the welfare of 
the profession for succeeding generations 
should have yielded to the private interests 
of that individual and his self-elected suc- 
cessors ; but it is extraordinary, nay, it is 
scandalous, that, in the present advanced 
state of society, the building is not daily 
shaken to its centre by the indignhnt voice 
of the profession. Here, then, is the first 
key towards explaining the problem forced 
upon the attention, by contemplating the 
narrow-minded and miserable enactments for 
medical government. The College of Phy- 
sicians was founded by one physician the 
restrictive and iguorant charter of the Col- 
lege of Physicians was framed by one 
physician; yet we are told by Mr. Will- 
cock,* that the College to this day can ex- 
ercise legal control over the whale of the 
medical and surgical practitioners, of thi% 
metropolis and the ports adjacent. Although 

• The Laws relating to the Medical Profession ; 
with an Account of the Rise and Progress of its 
various Orders. By J. W. Willcock, Esq., Barris- 
ter nt Law. London: J. and W. T. Clarke. 8vo« 
pp. 290. 1830. 
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We shall prove, before we quit the subject, 
in this and succeeding numbers, that Mr. 
Willcock is not correct in this opinion, it 
is sufficient for our present purpose to con- 
eede to him that the College, to a certain 
eatent, even at the present hour, can pro- 
ceed by law | and recover penalties against 
those persons who practise as physicians in 
this metropolis, without a license from that 
body* Thus the physicians of London, in 
eighteen hundred and thirty, are under the 
control Of a charter of three hundred years 
standing, framed by one man, and granted 
by a king, whose whole life was devoted 
to the gratification of the worst appetites, 
and the baseat propensities, incident to 
human nature. Had the wishes and inte- 
rests of the whole profession been consulted 
by the sensual and thoughtless monarch, or 
had the whole profession interfered in fram- 
ing the charter, a measure highly conducive 
to tlie health aod happiness of mankind, and 
to the diffusion of medical knowledge, might 
have beta the happy result of their labours ; 
and, possibly, its provisions would not have 
proved altogether obnoxious to the wants of 
the practitioners of medicine in the present 
toy. 

Not to go farther back, the same fatal 
apathy pervaded the gTeat mass of the sur- 
gical profession in the fortieth year of the 
reign of George the Third, when the exist- 
ing charter of the notorious College in Lin- 
coln’s Inn Fields was granted by that not 
very sensible monarch* There was no ap- 
peal to the profession, — the surgeons gene- 
rally were not consulted upon the propriety 
of the measure, and, unfortunately, there 
was no independent medical press to enforee 
their claims. That charter, which contains 
the horrid prescription for forming the self- 
perpetuating council, was conceded to eight- 
teea disinterested petitioners, who of course, 
with the greatest generosity imaginable, 
and with the sincerest desire to benefit tbeir 
brethren of the profession, introduced their 
own names into the charter m eighteen of 


the councillors, who were to hold their ap- 
pointments for life | at the same time, kind 
souls! reserving to themselves the power 
of electing the other three to complete the 
number of twenty-one* Having mentioned 
Linacbb as the projector of the physicians’ 
charter, it may not be useless or uninterest* 
ing to record the names of those very liberal 
and learned surgeons to whom the practi- 
tioners of the present day are indebted for 
the surgeons * charter. Mark them well, 
reader ! But it is due to the four first names 
that they should stand apart from the others : 
Cline, Dund&s, Earle, and Keate — Heavi- 
side, Cooper, Blicke — Chandler ! Long ! ! 
Warner ! ! ! Lucas ! ! ! ! S. Howard ! ! ! ! ! 
Wathen !!!!!! J.Howard !!!!!!! Birch!!!!!!!! 
Hawkins!!!!!!!!! Forster!!!!!!!!!! and 
Sir William Blizard! !!!!!!!! if 

Here is an associ&tioa of names! The 
reminiscences excited by so resplendent a 
collection, are almost too dazzling for our 
feeble intellects ; but, alas! resplendent 
only in the vivid characters, traced by par- 
tial and purchased friends ; for, in the dork 
and dreary vistas of the College halls, tlie 
features of those to whom they belong and 
have belonged, are only discoverable upon the 
hideous front of that many -headed monster — 
Monopoly. The charter, then, having been 
granted only at the request of a few, to a 
few only has it proved beneficial; in fact, it 
has created and promoted a more vile mo- 
nopoly in a branch of medical education, 
than was ever concocted or encouraged in 
any department of the meanest trading cor- 
poration. If the combined profession bad 
applied to the king or the legislature in a 
body, no such unjust, tyrannous instrument, 
would ever have scourged its members, or 
disgraced the laws of England. 

The “ Apothecaries’ Act” of 1815, was 
another boon proffered to corruption by cor- 
porate jobbing and partial legislation. 
Several years before that act received the 
sign manual, the surgeon-apothecaries 
throughout the kingdom felt that both they 
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and the public required cone protection 
against the destructive proceedings of un- 
principled mod mercenary quacks. They 
held various meetings, and endoaroored to 
act in concert ; but there was no journal, no 
means of harmonising their discordant 
opinions. Project upon project was sug- 
gested, and no sooner suggested than aban- 
doned. * Anxious to obtain power, a few 
were for establishing a fourth corporation, 
adding another to the three which had so 
long persecuted the profession. Observing 
the dilemma ia which the reformers were 
placed by tbe knavish iaterference of the 
Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons, the 
Apothecaries* Company stepped into the 
arena, and by hypocritical promises of peace 
and justice, at once framed measures for 
warring against the interests and respecta- 
bility of tbe whole profession. Never was 
an act obtained by more disgraceful means 
than that of 1815. The College of Surgeons 
meanly promised to offer no opposition be- 
fore the legislature, if their privileges,— that 
is, the privileges of the twenty-one , were 
left untouched ; and the College of Physi- 
cians disgracefully pledged itself not to op- 
pose the bill, if their privileges, — that is, 
those of the “ fellows ” and “ licentiates,'* 
were left unmolested; further, these two 
bodies had friends, namely, tbe chemists and 
druggists, whose rights were not to be inter- 
fered with, between whom and many of the 
councillors of the College of Surgeons and 
of the fellows of the College of Physicians, 
a percentage co-partnership had long existed 
We blame not the chemists and druggists 
for their conduct on that occasion. It was 
natural and just that they Bhould bestir 
themselves in order to protect the rights and 
privileges connected with their trade, and 
upon the security of which their bread de- 
pended. But it was base in the physicians 
to exert 'themselves to deprive surgeons of 
those privileges which they freely conceded 
to druggists, and it was base in the surgeons 
to concede to druggists the privileges whioh 
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they resolutely withheld from physicians. 
The Apothecaries' Ast, then, was altegetbot 
a partial measure, and utterly an suited alike 
to the wants of tbe profession end to the pub- 
lic. Thus we have a physicians’ “ charter,** a 
surgeon*’ “ charter,” end an “ Apothecaries’ 
Act,” oaeb obtained by t few individuals, 

| who, the moment their requests were grant- 
! ed, ceased to have any interests in comtnbn 
with their professional brethren. 

The discordant elements, in constant mo- r 
tion by the clashing interests of three cor>», 
porations, furnish never-ceasing causes of 
animosity and jealousy between the members 
of Ike respective bodies; and there will to 
little of harmony or little of justice, until WO 
| possess one great, comprehensive, legisla- 
tive enactment for the government of the 
| MEDICAL REPUBLIC. An Aristoo- 
| nsev in medicine can no longer beeudufsdr 
Those members of the profession who now 
claim for themselves all tbe honours and 
dignities, exist only by sufferance; the 
source of their value is to be found in tbeir 
impotence, and tbeir reputation only in the 
most preposterous Conceit. 

We shall resume this subject, fend follow 
it up, until there be laid before the pro- 
fession a scheme for ths formation of A 
NATIONAL COLLEGE. 


A Treatise on the Venereal DUetmt of the 
Eye. By William LawreiVcr, F,R.S», 
Ac. &c. London, John Wilton. 1830. 

,8vo. pp. $36. 

It is only within the last few years that the 
venereal diseases of the eye have been well 
understood and appropriately treated; and 
although much scattered information re- 
specting them is now to be found in various 
works, a complete treatise on the s object 
cannot fail to be acceptable to the profes- 
sion, especially when coming from such a 
surgeon us Mr. Lawrence, than whom no 
one could he more fitted for such a task. 
Considering, however, that there were few 
new or disputed points to be established,-* 
that the phenomena of touch dieeasenrt in 
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almost every case essentially the same, and 
that the treatment is to .be guided more by 
general principles than by particular indi- 
cations, we may be allowed to doubt the 
expediency of inserting so many cases, since 
they tend to fatigue the reader, without 
affording him more information than he 
might bare derived from a much smaller 
number. 

Venereal diseases of the eye are divided 
by Mr. Lawrence into two heads, — gonor- 
rheal and syphilitic. Under the first be 
includes acute and mild inflammation of 
the conjunctiva, and inflammation of the 
sclerotic, sometimes extending to the iris ; 
and under the second, iritis and ulceration 
of the lids. On the nature and origin of 
acute purulent gonorrhoeal ophthalmia, a 
difference of opinion has existed. By some 
writers it has been attributed to metastasis, 
by some, to direct infection or inoculation 
with gonorrhoeal matter, and by others to 
both these causes. Mr. Lawrence, while 
he admits the last, doubts the occurrence of 
the first ; and where direct infection is im- 
probable, since he lias never observed the 
urethral discharge to be stopped on the ac- 
cession of the ophthalmia, is inclined to 
refer its occurrence to the state of the con- 
stitution, without being able to point out in 
what that state consists, and to regard it as 
a pathological phenomenon analogous to 
those successive attacks of different parts 
which are observed in gout and rheumatism. 

** The two other forms of ophthalmic in- 
flammation, ” says he, “ which take ploce 
in conjunction with gonorrhoea, show them- 
selves only in rheumatic subjects, and gene- 
rally in connexion with other arthritic suf- 
ferings ; and the difference between one of 
these and the affection now under considera- 
tion is only in degree. This view of the 
subject may throw some light on the circum- 
stance, that though direct infectiou operates 
equally on both sexes, the gonorrhoeal oph- 
thalmia said to originate in metastasis, 
seems to be confined to the male. The 
state of constitution, whether hereditary or 
acquired, which leads to gout and similar 
affections, is much less common in women 
than in men, and will hardly be found at all 
in those young and previously healthy fe- 
males who are the principal subjects of 
gonorrhoea. Again, the morbid influences 
which are experienced and exerted by the 
male urethra, are different from those of the 
vagina,” — p. 35. 

With regard to diagnosis, Mr. Lawrenoe 


admits, that as far as the local symptoms 
are concerned, there is no difference between 
gonorrhmal and common purulent ophthal- 
mia, except that the former is more violent 
and rapid in its progress, and less frequent- 
ly attacks both eyes ; and that its peculiar 
nature can only be inferred from the circum- 
stance of gonorrhoea existing with, or preced- 
ing it, or the patient having been exposed 
to , the contact of gonorrhoeal matter. This 
is, however, of little consequence, since 
the two affections require the same kind of 
treatment. In this Mr. Lawrence relies 
chiefly on copious and frequent bleeding, 
both general and local, and has but little 
confidence in mercury, observing, « I have 
seen both the ordinary purulent and gonor- 
rhoeal ophthalmia proceeding apparently un- 
checked under the full mercurial action. 
Beer expressly asserts that mercury is of no 
service, and the testimony of Delpech is 
strong to the same effect.” Tartarised anti- 
mony is not mentioned in the general account 
of the treatment, but it appears to have been 
used as an auxiliary in several of the cases 
related, though not to any great extent, or 
with very marked benefit. The ordinary 
local means he considers of course merely 
as palliatives, and as having no power of 
checking the disorder. Of the astringent 
plan, or the employment of strong solutions, 
of nitrate of silver, or sulphate of copper, 
which is stated to have been used so exten- 
sively and successfully by some army sur- 
geons, he does not appear to think very 
highly; he has employed it only in two 
cases, and those of the mild form of the dis- 
ease, and thinks that at an early period, 
before the cornea is affected, the ordinary 
antiphlogistic treatment is more safe and 
certain, and that afterwards the astringents 
in question are useless or injurious. As he 
does not consider the disease ever to depend 
on metastasis, he of course does not think it 
necessary to make any applications either of 
a stimulant or emollient nature to the urethra, 
and after meutioning the opinion of Scarpa, 
Beer, and Kichter, who are all in favour of 
such a practice, observes, 

“ In spite of the confidence which one is 
inclined to repose in the practical knowledge 
and judgmeut of those whose advice has 
just beeu quoted, 1 cannot help thinking 
that the measures in question have been 
recommended rather on theoretical grounds 
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than from experience. At least these writers 
do not mention any results of tlieir own 
practice ; nor have l met with any cases in 
which the employment of such means is 
mentioned. In none of the instances which 
have come under my own observation, has 
the gonorrhoeal discharge been suppressed, 
so that the reasou for this kind of practice 
has not existed. Again, when the violence 
and rapidity of the disease are considered, 
in contrast with the slowness and uucertain 
operation of this treatment, we cannot doubt 
that irreparable mischief would be done to 
the organ during the time lost in such at- 
tempts.*’ — p. 50. 

The “ mild gonorrhoeal inflammation of 
the conjunctiva,” though made the subject 
of a separate chapter, differs only in degree 
from the preceding ; it of course requires a 
less energetic treatment, and may, in most 
instances, be safely and advantageously 
treated by the astringent pla h 

In the third form of gonorrhoeal ophthal- 
mia, which is characterised by great pain 
and intolerance of light, the conjunctiva is 
scarcely affected ; the sclerotica is the prin- 
cipal seat of the disease, which sometimes 
extends to the iris, producing deposition, 
occasionally of an arthritic character ; some- 
times to the cornea, inducing haziness and 
opacity. Here also the abstraction of blood 
is the principal remedial means, but blisters 
are more servicable than in the purulent 
ophthalmia, and colchicum may be given 
with advantage, when it is accompanied (as 
it often is) by inflammation of the joints, or 
other rheumatic symptoms. 

The diagnosis of syphilitic iritis is much 
easier than that of the affections just spoken 
of. The increased pain at night, the angular 
disfiguration of the pupil, and especially the 
deposition of lymph in tubercular masses, 
serve to distinguish it in most cases from 
the idiopathic form of the disease ; occasion- 
ally, however, some or all of these symp- 
toms are wanting, and the distinction can 
be made only by reference to the previous 
or co-existing diseases of the patient. 

Syphilitic iritis has been observed by 
Mr. Lawrence in conjunction with papular, 
pustular, scaly, and tubercular, eruptions, 
and he considers it as one of the secondary 
symptoms of venereal disease, and never 
caused by the use of mercury. In reference 
to this point he observes — 

“ An opinion has partially prevailed that 
{.lie use of ipercury is capable of producing 


iritis. Some have considered that syphilitic 
iritis, as well as other secondary symptoms, 
either are rendered more frequent and se- 
vere by the employment of this remedy, or 
owe their very existence to it, while others 
have spoken of iritis generally as being 
caused by it. I have seen no instance of 
iritis, of whatever kind, in which there has 
appeared to me any reason for ascribing the 
occurrence of the complaint to this cause. 
In nine of the cases related in this paper, 
iritis came on where no mercury bad been 
taken previously to its appearance, and in 
some of them the complaint was severe, and 
produced consequences injurious to vision ; 
in others, mercury had been administered 
only in small quantities, and the mouth had 
not been made sore ; and there is not one in 
the whole list in which the remedy had 
either been employed for a long time, or 
affected the system severely. Iritis occur- 
red in some of the cases which had been 
treated by Mr. Rose and Dr. John Thomp- 
son without mercury. Dr. Ekstrom, of 
Stockholm, informed me that he had seen 
many similar instances in the patients of an 
institution where the use of mercury in 
syphilis had been entirely abandoned for a 
long time. Iritis took place in a woman 
who had controcted syphilis from suckling 
a diseased infant, and had taken no mer- 
cury.”— p. 165. 

The treatment of this very serious and 
often rapid disease, consists principally in 
the employment of active depletion, mer- 
cury, and belladonna; and although the 
last may sometimes be omitted, neither of 
the two first can be so, without incurring 
considerable risk. In several of the case? 
related by Mr. Lawrence, little or no im- 
pression was made on the disease by very 
copious bleeding, both general and local, in 
conjunction with other antiphlogistic means, 
and yet its progress was instaotly checked, 
and a healing action was induced, when the 
mouth was affected by mercury : in others, 
on the contrary, severe and continued sali- 
vation had no good effect, and yet imme- 
diate relief was afforded by the loss of 
blood. The practical conclusion therefore 
at which Mr. Lawrence has arrived, after, 
ample experience of the complaint under 
every variety of treatment, is, 

“ That iritis generally, and the syphilitic 
form of the complaint particularly, will be 
most advantageously treated by the suc- 
cessive or combined employment of anti- 
phlogistic means and mercury ; that this 
plan will give the quickest relief, will most 
effectually arrest the inflammation, restoring 
the iris to its healthy structure aud fane- 
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tions, and will afford the bfest security 
agtinst the return of the disease.”— p* 181. 

The beneficial action of belladonna Is 
almost entirely mechanical, preventing by 
tlio contraction of the iris the occurrence of 
adhesions between its posterior surface or 
internal circumference, and the capsule of 
tlie lens ; or breaking through such adhe- 
sions after they have been formed ; and the 
friction of mercurial ointment with opium 
upon the brow, though sometimes efficacious 
ill relieving the pain, can hardly be sup- I 
posed to have any direct influence on the 
progress of the disease. 

The removal of effused lymph from the 
iris under the action of mercury , has gene- 
rtdly been attributed to increased activity 
of the absorbents. Mr. Lawrence thinks, 

« that it haB no such direct operation, and 
that the removal of those depositions takes 
place in consequence of the inflammation 
to which they owe their origin being ar- 
rested.” This cannot, however, always be 
the ease, for raorbM depositions in the eye, 
a| well as in other parts of the body, have 
disappeared under the use of mercury, some 
time after the inflammation which had pro- 
duced them bad entirely ceased. Of tur- 
pentine, as employed by Mr. Carmichael in 
this disease, Mr. Lawrence states, thit he 
lrssffisd no experience ; and though he has 
made a short extract from this gentleman’s 
vyork, showing the manner in which it is 
to be employed, and observes, that the oases 
there related exhibit the powers of the 
remedy in a very favourable light j he dues 
not give any opinion as to its probable effi- 
cacy in general. 

Syphilitic ulceration of the eyelids, with 
the account of which the book is concluded, ! 
is a much less common affection, and does 
not appear to have been particularly noticed 
by any other writer on syphilitic diseases. 
It affects all the tissues of the eyelid, which 
it sometimes totally destroys, and may 'be 
either chronic or acute, having in the latter 
case a “ phagedenic character, with red 
margin, sharp edge, foul unequal surface, 
on which Woody points are seen, and being 
attended with severe pain.” It is very dis- 
tinct, both in its progress and appearance, 
from cancerous ulceration of the palpebrae, 
the only disease with which it could possi- 
bly be confounded, and is most quickly and 
effectually cured by the free use of tm^tury. 


Medical Literature in central Afriaa, Tim- 
buctoo Monthly Journal , No, 28. Blacka- 
moor and Co. October, 1830. 

Wf have been favoured with the 28th No. 
of a monthly medical aud surgical journal, 
published lately at Timbuctoo, iu which, 
in a review of a work on consumption, the 
critic states (p. 299) : ** Chlorate of potash 
is not the best mode of employing chlorine 
and in a subsequent sentence, that “Medi- 
cines taken. into the stomach can have little, 
if any, effect on diseases of the lungs. 

These sentences afford stroug presump- 
tive evidence that the works of Laennec or : 
Davy have not yet found their way into the 
interior, and that tartar emetic and ipeca- 
cuanha are unheard-of remedies in pneu- 
monic affections. Masaa Blackamoor, we 
fear, “ ve pren vera mun o* him pillo-orical 
beefbr nigger vera mun savye pissfak.” 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
October 18, 1830. 

Mr. Callaway in the Chair. 

LIABILITY OP SBBOUS TISSUES TQ ERYSIPE- 
LATOUS INFLAMMATION. 

Tiie opinion that erysipelas can attack 
only the skin externally, and, when seated 
internally, the miicOus membranes, is held by 
some of the members of this Society to be 
unsound ; but though the point has oftem been 
agitated it has never been satisfactorily dis- 
cussed. The chief supporter of the opposite 
doctrine, however, Dr. Wiiitino, having 
been urged to bring it fairly before the So- 
ciety, took advantage of some cases which' 
had lately occurred to him, tending, in his 
opinion, to show that the inflammation in 
puerperal fever is erysipelatous, and this 
evening detailed his views on the subject. 

It had long been supposed (he observed) 
that erysipelas was a disease of the skin 
only, and in systematic writings it had al- 
ways been classed among the cutaneous dis- 
eases. He had himself long considered this 
to be correct, but several cases had lately 
fallen under his observation, which had con- 
vinced him that the erysipelas which attacks 
the skin may, by extension of the inflamma- 
tion, encroach upon other textures. The cel- 
lular tissue was affected by the inflammation 
dipping into it, and forming abscesses which 
burrowed in various directions, differing 
from the common phlegmonous inflamma- 
tion. There were muuy cases in which also 
the mucous and muscular membranes wejd 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



ERYSIPELAS. 


attacked. During din last section bn related 
a case of inflammation which began in the 
throat, from thence proceeded to the ear by 
the eustachian tube, crept by die lachrymal 
duct to the eye, and finally spread in the form 
of erysipelas over the face. Now that case 
did not strike him at the moment in the 
same point of view as that in which he now 
regarded it. The pnlient was attacked with 
severe dyspnoea, and the inflammation which 
ensued immediately after, progressed on- 
wards until it destroyed life* This, he Lad 
thought, was owing to the state of the brain, 
hut he now believed that erysipelas would 
really extend to the lungs and occasion death. 
He had a patient who. a week ago, was 
attacked with severe inflammation on the 
surface of the tonsils, with great enlarge- 
ment. The next day the swelling subsided, 
and the inflammation appeared to be passing 
away, when a difficulty of swallowing was 
experienced, lower down. Leeches and 
blisters were accordingly applied, and the 
pharynx was relieved, but then the patient 
complained of an affection of the bronchial 
tube; presently the upper lobe of the lung 
was attacked, produeing pleurilis and pneu-* 
woiiia, with spitting of blood. The inflam- 
mation shortly after, left the upper, and 
descended to the lower lobes, the patient 
experiencing very great pain ; it subse- 
quently passed through the diaphragm, and 
had that day reached the peritoneum, thus 
presenting the erratic tendency of erysipelas, 
aud characters of the same description as 
those of peurperal fever, the connexion be- 
tween which and erysipelas it was his in- 
tention to show. He bad seen many such 
cases as these, but not knowing that erysipe- 
las would spread itself internally in this 
manner, he hud not adopted an explanation 
on the ground which he was now disposed to 
assume, that the erysipelas of the skin would 
spread from one surface to another, or from 
one texture to another, until it either expend- 
ed itself, or destroyed the patient. Now, the 
question was, might he consider that he was 
borne out in the doctrine that puerperal 
fever was erysipelatous 1 They all knew that 
puerperal women were attacked by two dis- 
eases, both of the abdomen. The one was 
remediable by antiphlogistic means; the 
other would go on, despite that treatment, 
which, indeed, rather did harm tliau other- 
wise. In what then did the diiference be- 
tween these two diseases consist 1 It might 
be said, — in the difference between the con- 
stitution of women. But how was it pos- 
sible to believe this, for whether the women 
were weakly or strong, whether they lost 
blood or not, still the disease would prove 
fatal. There waa certainly nothing in the 
constitution to determine the nature of the 
disease, and he decidedly thought, therefore, 
that tb* deference in the two diseases was 
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rather to be ascribed to two diatiaet etuses 
than to any-tbing else. The general opinion 
was, that peurperal fever waa oontagioua, 
and this view was entertained by the moat 
industrious observers and the best informed 
men. Dr. Gordon who first wrote on the 
subject, said that ha could positively foretel 
whether the patient would have it, mere hr 
by knowing who waa the atteading midwife 
or nurse. He said that be was scarcely ever 
mistaken in this. This alone would lead 
him to say that there was tome peculiarity 
in the cause. Dr. Gordon stated in his work 
that he would not ventnre positively to escort 
that puerperal fever and erysipelas were of 
the same specific nature, but he was eon* 
vinced that they were analogous in some 
respect, for these two epidemics, in some 
instances to which he referred, began about 
the same time, kept pate together, arrived 
at their aome together, and ceased at the 
same time. Dr. Gordon had pointed outother 
reaaons in favour of this conjecture, and 
similar views wcie entertained by Mr. Hey, 
Drs. Mackintosh, Hamilton, and Campbell, 
to whose works Dr. Whiting referred. 

These things, then, seemed to lead to the 
opinion that there was something similar in 
the causes which led to the production of 
erysipelas and puerperal fever. Otherwise 
why were they both contagious, and why, 
as it was well known they did, did they both 
happen together 1 The small-pox and 
measles, the small-pox and scarlatina, and 
many other diseases might be simultaneous, 
but this was the result of accident, whieh 
clearly was not the ease with the other 
diseases. As to the morbid appearanoen, 
he had examined a vast number of pa- 
tients who had died of true puerperal fever, 
and he had alwaya found as much difference 
between the inflammatory appearances and 
those of common inflammation, aa there waa 
between erysipelas and common inflamma- 
tion of the skin. 

Now erysipelas was enratio. It generally 
began iu the womb, then proceeded to the 
groin, then to the umbilicus, and then per- 
haps went to the cliest. It did not shut up 
the bowels like common pueiperal fever. It 
did not require strong medicine. Taking 
the average of cases, there was not the 
same hardness and strength of pulse. There 
was seldom occasion to use the lancet ; in- 
deed its use was rather contra-indicated. 
The state of the tongue wsb not the same ; 
it was not so dry nor-so loaded in erysipe* 
las as in common peritonitis. Then again, 
it could not be stopped so easily. It might 
be mitigated, but a week or ten days would 
elapse before it was completely cured. 
With regard to the post-mortem appear- 
ances, when inflammation of the common 
character had lasted ten days, it was 
, usual to expect to find adhesions. Now. he 
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did not mean to say that there were no adhe- 
sions in the true puerperal fever, but there 
certainly were no organised adhesions. He 
had examined this point minutely, but he 
had never been able to discover any-thing 
beyond mere agglutinations. Neither were 
there the same appearances in the cavity of 
the pelvis. Instead of the effusion there 
deposited being a clear, semi-transparent 
fluid, it was a muddy, dirty serum, with 
flakes like the curd of cheese. With these 
remarks he should presently introduce a case 
to their notice, which had fallen under the 
care of himself and a surgeon who was now 
present. He would also refer to a case 
mentioned to him by Mr. Greenwood, 
where it having been necessary to pass a 
catheter 1 in consequence of retention of 
urine, inflammation came on two days after 
the operation, and extended to the perito- 
neum, presenting all the characters of puer- 
peral fever. Mr. Travers also removed some 
excrescences from the verge of the anus, 
where erysipelatous inflammation came on, 
spread up the rectum, and speedily assumed 
all the appearances of puerperal fever. The 
case, however, to which he now wished to 
refer, was that of a middle-aged lady re- 
siding on the other side of the water, whom 
be had attended in child-bed. She bore two 
children, and suffered a severe rigour ; re- 
action came on, and a pain commenced in 
the region of the womb, which became very 
tender, and enlarged. What was to be done 
in such a case as this! The variety of treat- 
ment recommended by practitioners was so 
great, that he did not know to what mea- 
sures to resort ; he thought it right, there- 
fore, to read all the authors from whom 
he could expect to obtain information on the 
subject ; accordingly he referred to Gooch, 
Hamilton, Armstrong, Gordon, Mackintosh, 
and Campbell, and made up his mind that 
antiphlogistic measures would be the most 
successful. Dr. Gooch was the last writer 
on the subject, and he recommended that 
the patient should be bled to syncope ; 
twelve hours, therefore, from the first at- 
tack, tbis (or nearly this) was done ; leeches 
were then applied ; she was purged from 
the first ; three grains of calomel every 
three hours, with a quarter or the eighth of 
a grain of tartrate of antimony, and one 
grain of opium. She recovered, but the 
progress was slow ; there was a gradual sub- 
sidence, but not what might be termed a re- 
moval, of the pain, which ceased, however, 
before it reached the diaphragm. He had 
attended another patient who was moribund, i 
and apparently past every chance of re- 
covery ; as a last hope he gave ammonia, 
and the patient suddenly revived. In this 
case he believed that the inflammation was 
running its course, aud stopped just short of 
life, when the ammonia was administered. 


In these cases the blood was buffed, and 
the mercury carried to ptyalisro. 

The speaker having thus submitted a 
general outliue of his views to the mem- 
bers, Mr. Hooper read one of the cases of 
puerperal fever, to which Dr. Whiting had 
referred. It did not present any features 
farther illustrative of the doctrine, and 
Mr. Waller, Dr. Ryan, and Mr. Dendy, 
expressed an opinion that the case was one 
of acute inflammation of the uterus. 

The replies which were made may be 
stated in few words. 

Mr. Pereira considered it impossible, 
accoiding to the received definition of the 
term erysipelas, that erysipelas of the peri- 
toneum could occur. The same disease in 
principle might perhaps exist theie, but ve- 
sication, an essential character of erysipe- 
las, could not take place in the peritoneum. 
Dr. Whiting had relied for one of his proofs 
upon the erratic character of the inflamma- 
tion in the cases he had related ; but, by a 
parity of reasoning, rheumatism must be 
considered to be erysipelatous also. Phleg- 
monous inflammation was an inflammation 
of the cellular structure terminating in ab- 
scess, but the inflammation which in the 
cellular tissue was called phlegmonous, 
must, in serous membranes, if it courld 
occur there, be called by some other name, a 
consequence which must be fatal to the 
position of Dr. Whiting. 

Dr. Ryan also differed from Dr. Whiting, 
who, he said, had only referred to authors 
on one side of the question. Dr. Ryan had 
attended cases exactly similar to those of 
Dr. Whiting. He had bled the patients 
generally, and applied leeches and blisters 
without benefit, but after having given up 
the case as lost, he had tried calomel and 
opium, and procured recovery. 

Mr. Dendy coincided in most respects 
with Dr. Whiting, and in reply to Mr. Pe- 
reira’s first objection, said it must be re- 
membered that though the effusion in in- 
flammation of the peritoneum was not de- 
posited between two tissues, yet that it was 
deposited in the abdomen. 

Dr. Blicke, and one or two other gen- 
I tlemen, made some observations on the. 
treatment of puerperal fever, but the hour 
of closing the meeting having by this time 
arrived, the discussion here closed. Dr. 
Whiting and Mr. Hooper pledged their 
judgment that the disputed cases bore ex- 
i actly the characters of malignant puerperal 
1 fever. 


DOCTRINES OF INFLAMMATION. 

Since our report of last week was written 
we have taken some pains to collect the par- 
ticulars of the discussion which occupied 
the members on the first evening of meet- 
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ing, as it formed a continuation of the de- 
bate with which the last session closed. 

The subject in dispute involved the merits 
of certain pathological opinions formerly ad- 
vanced by Mr. Stephens ; namely, First, that 
pus formed in the course of disease was not a 
secretion, but rather a conversion of parts, 
perished or disorganised by disease, into a 
fluid matter, and Secondly, that inflammation 
was not, as is supposed, an agent of disease, 
but an agent of restoration only. In support 
of the former of these opinions, Mr. Stephens 
cited the example of a scrofulous gland, 
which when about to suppurate might be felt 
softening, and resolving into a fluid rough 
matter, first in the centre, and gradually 
through the whole tumour. It was in the 
failure of nature’ spower to absorb the tumour, 
that she threw it off in the form of fluid cor- 
ruption. He contended that this was a more 
probable and more natural process than the 
one commonly supposed, where, previous to 
suppuration, the tumour was said to be 
taken np by the absorbents, and matter se- 
creted in its place. If the tumour was ab- 
sorbed the cure was effected, and there was 
no need of suppuration. In support of the 
latter opinion, Mr. Stephens drew an ana- 
logy between fever and inflammation. In 
fever there was a certain effect produced 
upon the body, by some morbific agent, 
whether contagion, miasma, or any other 
cause, which, whether it operated by conta- 
minating the blood, producing internal con- 
gestions, or in whatever way, required a re- 
action of the vital powers to get rid of the 
cause or its effects, and this reaction was 
the fever ; and the same he believed 
occurred in inflammation. Inflammation he 
believed was the reaction of a part against 
some disease or injurious agent affecting 
such part ; he believed that it was quite 
distinct from the disease itself, and he differ- 
ed from modern pathologists, who seemed 
to consider inflammation, whenever it 
occurred, as the sole diseased agent. He 
believed it to be a restorative agent only. 

The arguments used in opposition to the 
former of these opinions by Dr. Blicke, Mr. 
Lloyd, and some other gentlemen, were, 
that pus was often discharged from cysts, 
which had been emptied, and from sinuses, 
which it would be difficult to account for 
upon the supposition of a conversion of 
surrounding parts into pus. Mr. Lloyd 
also stated that it was not the gland itself 
which enlarged in scrofula, but a deposite of 
white caseous matter, surrounded by layers 
of adhesive matter, which formed the en- 
largement, and which was afterwards dis- 
charged as pus. 

The answer to these objections by Mr. 
Stephens was, that he did not think it was 
solid parts only which became converted 
into pus i he believed, in the case of sinuses 


or cysts, that there was a perpetual attempt 
at organisation in them, and that the fluids 
and matter deposited for such purpose were 
thrown off as abortive, and became converted 
into pus, or dead matter ; he also argued 
that Mr. Lloyd’s description of a scrofulous 
enlargement favoured his opinion, as it 
showed that it was the original tumour 
which was discharged as pus, and not a 
fresh secretion. 

The opposers of the latter opinion, 
amongst whom were Dr. Whiting, Mr. 
Proctor, and one or two other gentlemen, 
argued that Mr. Stephens’s opinion con- 
demned tho treatment of inflammation alto- 
gether, and if such ideas were enter- 
tained, what were we to do in the treat- 
ment of disease! Dr. Whiting asked Mr. 
Stephens how he would explain inflamma- 
tion of the lungs produced by a common 
cold, upon his principles. Cold had pro- 
duced the inflammation, but when tbe in- 
flammation was produced what had we to 
do with the cold 1 What had we to treat 
but the inflammation 1 

In reply to these various objections, Mr. 
Stephens stated that he did not wish it to be 
understood that inflammation was not to be 
opposed by any treatment ; he believed that 
the reaction or inflammation of a part was 
almost always to an excess, and of course 
required control ; but be did not agree with 
modern pathologists, who seemed to think if 
they could prevent inflammation from taking 
place altogether, or could quell it at its com- 
mencement, they would get rid of all dis- 
ease. He believed that in every case there 
was a cause existing, visible or invisible 
(like contagiou), which excited and sup- 
ported tbe inflammation ; with regard to 
cold producing inflammation of the lungs, 
and that when produced, the inflammation 
was all we had to combat, tbe cold no longer 
existing, he argued that tbe cold had pro- 
duced certain effects upon the lungs, whe- 
ther of congestion, interruption of the func- 
tion, &c., or some other injury which re- 
quired a reaction to remove it ; he believed 
that inflammation of the lungs was never 
cured upon the principle of quelliug all 
action ; it had a natural cure, namely by 
expectoration, and tbe remedies inducing 
this were the true remedial measures ; 
further, to explain, he would suppose n 
piece of wood thrust into the flesh, and 
the surgeon overlooking this, contenting 
himself with combating the inflammation 
only, what would be the result of his treat- 
ment, compared with that of one who looked 
upon the piece of wood as the injurious or 
diseased agent, and removed it ! The in- 
flammation under the latter treatment, would 
require no combating, it would die awoy of 
itself ; he believed, in all cases, some cause 
produced some effect, whether of functional 
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d+rangeffleat, contamination (like vaccine 
virus app)ie4) f or congestion, far the removal 
of which the reaction or inflammation was 
established. • 

[The above forms a condensation of the 
arguments employed in the discussion of this 
subject.] . 


GANGRENE OF THE LUNG. 

The following .case of well-marked gan- 
grene of the lung was read by Mr. Howell 
in the course of last session, and intended to 
have been included in a report of the pro- 
ceedings in No. 343, but w as mislaid. 

X was sent for in the evening of the 5th of 
August. 1829, to Mr. G. G., aged 26 years, 
and learnt that he had been indisposed 
for several days, and had applied leeches, 
and taken physic, but had not been visited 
by any medical man. I ascertained that he 
bad been very feverish, and had suffered 
much pain and tenderness in the lower part 
of the right side of the abdomen ; that he 
was very restless and occasionally sick. The 
pulse was under a hundred, and not very 
characteristic of active inflammation. Upon 
examining him more particularly, 1 found he 
bad pain and tenderness in the right renal 
region, extending through the abdomen in 
the course of the ureter* The urine was 
small in quantity, high-coloured, and, upon 
standing, deposited a large quantity of uric 
aoid. He hod pain in the hi]*g passing down 
the thighs,' but bad never any retraction 
of either testicle. The bowels had been 
readily and actively purged. I concluded 
that lie was presing some calculi from the 
kidneys, and that consequent irritation had 
produced inflammation in that part, perhaps 
extending to the ureter. 1 bled the patient 
moderately, and was particularly struck 
with the exhaustion the loss of a small quan • 
tity of blood seemed to produce j 1 directed 
suck medicines as I thought proper, and 
that he should be fomented. On the 6th 1 
found him in every respect better ; the 
blood presented but very slightly those 
marks denoting inflammatory disease. On 
the 7th he complained of a recurrence of 
pain, and the symptoms of disorder of the 
urinary system ; was again sick and very 
restless. The pulse justifying me, X ab- 
stracted more blood from the arm, and 
applied a dozen leeches to the lower part of 
the right side of the abdomen in the situa- 
tion of the caput coli. These measures 
effectually relieved him, and for several 
ensuing days the only inconvenience he 
suffered was from occasional vomiting, for 
which he drank abundantly of effervescing 
medicine. On the 18th he had again a little 
pain in the situation of the right kidney, 
which was, however, soon relieved by the 


application of a few more leeches. The pa- 
tient seemed to be convalescent till the 
morning of the 22nd, when he had a severe 
rigour, succeeded by heat and profuse per* 
spiration. On the following day he had 
another rigour, and in the evening it was re- 
peated. The 24th was passed without one, 
and the patient suffered only from debility, 
and very considerable irritability. From 
the occurrence of the first rigour 1 had given 
him quinine ; and it may be important to 
observe that he was repeatedly seen during 
his illness by Mr. Callaway, who must have 
observed as well as myself, that the patient 
^had no cough nor any dyspnoea, neither did 
1 ever find his pulse above 100 beats in the 
minute. Remembering these circumstances 
I was astonished to find in the morning of 
the 25th that the evening before he had been 
suddenly attacked with an inclination to spit 
up something, and that by slightly coughing 
he expectorated a large quantity of diffluent 
greenish pus, emitting the most distressing- 
ly offensive odour. The pulse had become 
accelerated to 120, and possessed a very 
peculiar character, described by Mr. Calla- 
way “ as if the muscular power of the artery 
had ceased to act.” The countenance had 
assumed an anxious character ; tie skin and 
eyes were yellow, the former had a peculiar, 
moist, glassy, appearance. The patient was 
lethargic, and disinclined to conversation, 
but upon any allusion being made to the 
state he was in, he expressed his confidence 
of ultimate recovery. In ibis alarming state 
of matters Dr. Thbraas Davies of New Broad 
Street saw the patient ; the pathognomonic 
signs of his case were then as follows 
Foetid expectoration, puriform, and occasion- 
ally tinged with blood ; slight cough, but 
no dyspnoea unless disturbed; absence of 
respiration in the inferior half of the right 
lung, with slight rale crepitant, and dul- 
neas of percussion. l)r. Davies gave his 
opinion that the disease was gangrene of 
the lower lobe of the' right lung. A con- 
tinuation of augmented doses of sulphate of 
quinine with an expectorant and a light 
nutritious diet was advised. Suffice it to 
say, tiie plan was anxiously and carefully 
pursued for several days, but the expectora- 
tion continued, retaining its offensive cha* 
raoter, the patient rapidly declined, and died 
on the evening of the 3rd of September. 

The body was examined early next morn- 
ing, Dr. Davies, Mr. Callaway, and myself, 
being present. There were old adhesions of 
the upper part of the right lung, the upper 
lobe of which was healthy, whilst the infe- 
rior was filled with a dark bloody serum, 
yielding a gangrenous odour ; an irregular 
cavity in the inferior lobe of the right lung, 
about the size of a walnnt, parietes dark, 
lined by a thin false membrane of some firm* 
ness, and filled by a thick, dark, grumous 
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arttw, of a fetid odour ; adhesion of the 
diaphragmatic face of the ioferior lobe with 
the diaphragm. The left lung was adherent 
to the costal pleura, but otherwise perfectly 
healthy. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 

CLINICAL LECTURE 

DELIVERED BY 

Dr. ELLIOTSON, 

Oct . 18. 1830. 

PLEURISY. 

On Thurrday Inst, Gentlemen, twelve pa- 
tients were received into the hospital under 
my cure ; six of them men, and six women. 
Of these cases, there were among the women, 
one of acute pleurisy, one of ehronie bron- 
chitis, two of peritonitis (one'of them rather 
a chronic or subacute case, the other acute 
but partial), one of dropsy of the whole of 
the body, with peritonitic ascites ^ascites 
and pt ri oaitis), and one of hemiplegia. 

Ampng the men were three cases of rheu- 
matism, one of chronio inflammation of the 
hip after a strain, one of incipient universal 
palsy, or double hemiplegia, one of disease 
of the spine and chronio dysentery. 

From amongst these I shall select the case 
of pleurisy, and one of the cases of rheuma- 
tism ; my reason for fixing upon both, is, 
beoauae the chest is remarkably affected in 
this rbeumutio case, and the two will form 
both n good comparison and contrast, it 
being sometimes difficult for a young prac- 
titioner to distinguish between pleuritic nnd 
rheumatic pain of the chest, — between 
pneumonia (using the word in a general 
sense) and rheumatism of the external part 
of the thorax. The case of pleuriti* occurred 
in a woman of the name of Lydia Poole, 
aged 56, a charwomnu by occupation, of a 
►pare habit, who hud been ill two days be- 
fore her admission on Thursday, Accord* 
ing to her account she has been subject to 
cough and copious expectoration for tholast 
thirty years. On Tuesday, the 12th inst. 
she was empioyed in washing and scouring, 
and went to bed at night quite well. In tbe 
course of the day her feet had got very 
wet, and at night after she had beeh asleep 
ahout mu hour, she awoke with a pain in her 
left side which was increased On inspiration. 
On Wednesduy she experienced alternately 
great heat and cold, shiverings and flushes, 
and her habitual cough and the pain in her 
side increased. She was so alarmingly ill 
ext Thursday that her friends brought her to 


St* 

tbe hospital. 1 found her it bed, a iborr 
time after bar admiaaiou, and the waa thee 
complataieg of a violent atitoh m the left 
side in tbe situation of the seventh, eighth, 
ninth, and tenth ribs. Her coogb was very 
frequent, very abort, and agonising, no in- 
tense did it invariably render the pain in tbe 
side; her respiration also waa quick and 
short. 

The ** stitch ” was increased by moving 
in bed, aud the least pressure made her ex- 
claim with pain. On applying the stetho- 
scope to the left side, 1 found that the respi- 
ration was not so distinctly to be heard 
there as it was ou the other aide, where do 
pain was felt. Tbe pulse was 104, and ratber 
wiry, that is, rather small and hard; the 
skin was hot ; the tongue white ; she was 
very thirsty ; the bowels had been freely 
open the day before from medicine. 

Now this, Gentlemen, waa a very walU 
marked case of inflammation of tbe pleura, 
and as such I bring it under your aotiee. 
In the first place it waa clear that the labour** 
ed under an internal inflammation. The pain 
increased by pressure and every mechanical 
cause that could be applied,-— deep inspire-* 
tion, which would stretch, and cough wnieb 
would shake, — and tbe pyrexia, the fever* 
ishness, the heat, thirst, amd quick pulse, 
proved this. That this inflammation wan 
seated in a serous membrane, was shown by 
the pungent, stabbing character of the pain, 
as though a knife were plunged in, and the 
firmness of the pulse : that this serous mem« 
brane was the pleura, appeared by its seat 
on the side, below tbe breast, where, or at 
a level with the breast, the pain of aouto 
pleurisy is generally felt. In pleurisy, alae, 

I you always have, as in this woman, a short 
j cough, and it is short, because to eoeyb 
deep would give intolerable pain ; the dis- 
ease irritates to coughing, but the patient is 
compelled to restrain the ceugh forcibly. 
The cough is usuulty dry, because tbe seat 
of irritation is the pleura, not the secretiny 
surface of the bronchi® and air-cells; or if 
not dry, the expectoration is scanty. Iu the 
present case the cough, though short, wan 
loose, — the expectoration copious, becauso 
she laboured under chronic catarrh, and the 
pleuritic cough necessarily discharged the 
copious mucus of the bronchi®. The bpeatb- 
ing was very difficult. This is necessarily 
the case in pleuritis, though it may arise 
also from ten thousand other causes. The 
difficulty iu this case arises from the pain 
which is experienced by stretching tbe 
pleura in attempting to breathe deeply. 
The patient cannot make a full inspira- 
tion, for verv agony ; the breathing, there- 
fore, is shalfow, and to compensate for the 
shallowness of the inspirations, they become 
more frequent. The countenance was ex- 
pressive pf extreme anxiety, tbe features 
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were lengthened ; the face had a leaden hue, 
in consequence, I presume, of the combina- 
tion of the chronic bronchitis, which had ex- 
isted for so many years, with the inflamma- 
tion of the pleura. Altogether, I may say 
that no case of pleuritis could possibly have 
been better marked than this, with the sin- 
gle exception of the copious expectoration 
of this early stage, and for which I have 
accounted. 

With regard to the seat of pain, this was 
in the usual situation. But sometimes it is 
not felt on a level with, or just below, the 
breast on the side, but in the axilla and 
other parts ; and sometimes, instead of being 
seated in one point, it is rather diffused all 
over the side ; and in very severe cases, has 
been felt over both sides. 

It is generally noticed in this disease that 
the patient rarely lies on the healthy side, 
and the reason, without doubt, is, that if the 
patient lay on the side which is not affected, 
the expansion of that half of the chest would 
be very much lessened, and a greater de- 
gree of expansion therefore required on the 
affected side when inspiration is made, and 
thus great pain occasioned. The patient, 
therefore, usually rests on the affected side, 
or rather towards it, that it may not ex- 
pand so much a3 the healthy side, and may, 
by this less expansion, suffer less pain. It is 
often not possible to rest on the affected 
side, on account of its tenderness. In these 
instances a diagonal position is taken, such 
as will permit the healthy side to take the 
greatest share of expansion, and prevent the 
diseased side from expanding extensively, 
and yet not occasion compression of it. 1 
mentioned to you also that there was, in the 
present case, a great increase of pain on 
pressure between the ribs. This does not 
always happen iu pleuritis ; but here it was 
so, and the patient therefore lay in a diagonal 
posture. Where, however, this is more de- 
cidedly the case than in the present in- 
stance, I have known it to be impossible /or 
the patient to lie even towards the affected 
side, and they have been compelled to rest 
entirely on the other, anid the very pressure 
of the bed-clothes, when heavy, has been 
nearly unbearable. Had there been no other 
symptom than this, the extreme auony pro- 
duced on pressure between the ribs, would 
have led me to decide that the pleura was 
affected, and this indeed led to a still 
more minute diagnosis, — that not merely the 
pleura, but the pleura of the ribs, the 
pleura costalis, was the seat of the affection, 
not that the pulmonary pleura might not be 
also inflamed, but that the costal pleura un- 
questionably was. Viewing all the symp- 
toms together, you must perceive that 
nothing could be more easy than the diag- 
nosis in the present case. 

The pulse is, in general, very charac- 


teristic of inflammation of a serous mem- 
brane. It was not indeed so hard as I have 
often known it in inflammation of these 
membranes, but it was rather hard ; and 
you know that among the variations induced 
in inflammation by structure, the hardness 
of the pulse is always mentioned as mark- 
ing the disease in the serous membranes. 
There is certainly a variety in this respect; 
I have' known it to be full and soft, and 
small and weak ; but, for the most part, it 
is disposed to be hard and firm. In this 
case the state of the pulse was not so mark- 
ed, that it alone would have led me to con- 
clude that inflammation of a serous mem- 
brane existed. It was of the true character, 
but yet not decidedly pronounced. 

The quality of the expectoration iu pleu- 
ritis is usually glairy, and the quantity is 
small. I have already explained why, in 
this case, the mucus was abundant and 
thick. On visiting her just now, I found 
her free from all signs of pleurisy, but she 
says her cough is as troublesome as ever, 
and that she expectorates freely ; in truth, 
she is in her habitual state, as well as before 
the attack of pleurisy began. Indeed, she 
would not allow me to consider for one mo- 
ment the cough which was present, because 
it was so habitual as to be to her of no mo- 
ment, when compared with the symptoms 
from which she has been liberated. 

On the subject of employing the ear in 
this disease, 1 must state that the case was 
made out perfectly without listening at all 
to the chest ; but no one can be perfectly 
acquainted with pleurisy or any othei; dis- 
ease of the chest, without knowing whether 
any changes, and if auy, what changes, occur 
in the healthy sounds of the thoracic organs. 
The history is imperfect without them. I 
listened in the present case, and fouud that 
there was less respiratory murmur than natu- 
ral in the affected spot. As this deficiency 
arose from only the imperfect expansion of 
the lungs through the pain of full inspira- 
tion, percussion would, no doubt, have pro- 
duced the natural hollow sound, — the part 
containing air as usual, though not expanded 
to the usual extent. But percussion is not 
always admissible in these cases when there 
is tenderness ; and it was not so here, in 
consequence of the violent pain on pressure. 
The knowledge to be acquired by this mode 
of diagnosis, is not conuneusurate with the 
degree of suffering occasioned to the pa- 
tient, and it ought not to be tried. !Not- 
withstanding the clearness of the case, how- 
ever, I used the stethoscope, that I might 
be enabled to comrauuicate to yon the 
exact auscultatory state of the parts, and 
to learn if there were effusion or not. If 
effusion had been present, the respira- 
tion would not have been beard so dis- 
tinctly as it was, or not at all. Th$ 
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•mind of tbe voice, when listened to at the 
side, would have had a nasal twang, a re- 
semblance to the voice of Punch, or to the 
bleating of a goat, as is observable when a 
thin layer of fluid is poured out upon the 
lungs ; it is, in fact, altogether so much 
like the bleating of goats, that the term 
mgophony was given to it by Laennec, from j 
«uf a goat, and Qwnri sound or voice. This 
symptom was not discovered; no effusion J 
therefore had token place in eveo a mo- 
derate degree, and the presence of respira- 
tion showed that it had not taken place in a 
high degree. 

So much as to the history and diagnosis 
of this woman’s case, With regard to the 
causes, one may readily suppose that in 
consequence of the previous existence of 
chronic bronchitis the organs of respiration 
were more predisposed to inflammation than 
they would otherwise have been. The most 
common exciting cause of pleuritis is to be 
found in the action of cold, especially com- 
bined with moisture, upon the body when the 
individual has been over-heated. There can 
he no doubt that such was the case with this 
woman, that she had been over-heated in 
her work, when her feet got wet. The feet 
thus exposed, are a most common medium 
by which inflammation of distant parts is 
excited. 

As to the cure, nothing can be more beau- 
tiful than the treatment of cases of acute 
inflammation. The body is more subject to 
inflammation than to any other disease, and 
no disease is more dangerous ; while on the 
other hand there is no disease in which me- 
dicine can be employed more satisfactorily. 
If the diagnosis was perfectly clear in the 
present case, the treatment necessary to be 
pursued was equally so. I had the woman 
made to sit upright in bed, and ordered her 
to be bled, not to this quantity or to that, but 
to fainting, and as soon as that was over, 
twenty leeches were applied over the seat of 
pain, and after them a poultice. I ordered 
five grains of calomel, with three of opium, 
to be given at the same time, and the calo- 
mel to be repeated every six hours afterwards. 
The next morning, I found her able to lie 
perfectly well on the left side, learnt that 
she had slept soundly all night, though she 
had not slept a wink the night before, and 
was entirely free, from pain ; she had scarcely 
any cough remaining ; she could taken deep 
inspiration, and bear pressure on the part ; 
in fact, she complained of nothing whatever. 
The original chronic catarrh only remained. 
I learnt that venesection had produced 
syncope, which lasted iu an imperfect de- 
gree for about half an hour. Tire pulse 
was certainly 96, but it will remain high 
sometime after the disease is materially 
lessened. . It was not so Arm as before, but 
soft:— not, however, weak. The tongue 
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was moist. I need not say to yon that of 
course the blood wss buffed ; the whole mass 
of the coagulum was buffed. It was not 
cupped, but, without doubt, if it had been 
drawn into a tea-cup, it would have been 
copped. The cupped appearance is materi- 
ally influenced by the size of the vessel into 
which the blood is drawn. If disposed to 
cup, tbe smaller tbe vessel tbe more decided 
will be both the buffiness and tbe cupped 
appearance ; our bleeding basons are not fa- 
vourable to nice observations upon the blood. 
I saw the woman again on Saturday, and she 
was then still better ; her mouth was by that 
time becoming rather sore. As there had 
been no stool since her admission, — 34 
hours having elapsed, I ordered her on Fri- 
day some castor* oil ; not for the purpose of 
purging her, but to prevent any irritation of 
the bowels which costiveness might occa- 
sion; this operated once or twice the same 
day, and again on Saturday morning, and 
since that time she has made no complaint; 
she has indeed been convalescent, except- 
ing a certain degree of debility, the effect of 
a thirty years’ bronchitis, and a slight sore- 
ness of the mouth. 

I need hardly say to you, that in acute 
inflammation, the very best treatment that 
can be adopted is to procure a loss of blood 
from a vessel of some size ; and further, 
that on the suddenness with which the bleed- 
ing is performed, its good effect materially 
depends. If you suffer it to dribble from a 
vein, you do no more good than though you 
applied leeches. The larger the orifice, the 
quicker the operation; the shorter the lime 
employed in it, the more decided will be the 
impression made upon the Bystem, and the 
greater the benefit derived to the patient by 
the loss of a given quantity of blood. There 
are one or two things to be observed in 
performing it. Where, for instance, you 
wish to save blood in some degree, you 
should place the patient upright in the bed. 
The loss of less blood will then produce syn- 
cope, than of a larger quantity in the hori- 
zontal posture. But in cases of considerable 
fulness of the system, the great object is to 
produce fainting by taking away a full quan- 
tity, and not to bring on that state until a 
considerable loss of blood has been obtained. 
As the patient was an old woman, I was 
anxious not to abstract more blood than 
was absolutely necessary ; and yet sixteen 
ounces were drawn before she fainted. In 
some cases, where no fulness of blood ex- 
ists, there is so great a disposition to faint, 
that there is a great chance of fainting taking 
place before a proper quantity is abstracted ; 
and here, again, it may be right to bleed in 
the horizontal posture. On the other hand, 
where it is desirable to remove the smallest 
possible quantity, the patient should be bled 
I standing, and then very few ounces will fxe- 
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quently cause him to faint. In the treatment 
•f acute inflammation, haring made your di- 
agnosis, and ascertained how much blood 
can safely be lost, you should go briskly 
to work, knock the disease on the head at 
once, and then follow the bleeding upimrne- 
diately with the oilier necessary measures. 
Sometimes a single bleeding will answer 
the purpose, sometimes uot ; bat at any 
rste local bleeding, resorted to instantly 
afterwards, will often prevent a second ge- 
neral bfood-lettiag from being neeessary. It 
was not until the leeches were applied in 
the present case, that the greatest relief 
Wat obtained, hut it immediately followed 
their application. I may lay, that it is fre- 
quently a very good practice to assist un- 
loading the vessels of the inflamed part after 
general bleeding, by applying leeches or by 
cupping. I mentioned to you, that I after- 
wards directed a poultice to be laid On. You 
will find this a very beneficial plan after 
leeches; it encourages the bleeding, and 
has likewise a very soothing effect. 

The other remedies employed were calo- 
mel and opium. From the age and consti- 
tution of this patient it was desirable to i 
avoid a necessity of repeating the bleeding, 
and therefore 1 was partioularly desirous of 
producing more or less affection of the 
mouth* and of fully tranquillizing the system. 
The use of opium is frequently very bene- 
ficial after bleeding. It is not so perhaps 
where there is a full habit, or the head is 
affected ; but when we see reason in the 
constitution to spare bleeding, and where 
we fear any morbid irritability from the loss 
ef blood, then opium is an advantageous 
medicine. Under these circumstances I 
have never known opium to be injurious 
after bleeding. It tranquillizes the system, 
secures comfortable repose, and is thought 
to render subsequent bleeding less neces- 
sary. It acted, or appeared to act, most 
beneficially in this case; at least we are 
certain it did no .harm, —did not aggravate 
the tymptoms ; the patient fell into a quiet 
and long sleep, and awoke free from com- 
plaint, even from cough. The opium may 
not only have procured the quiet night, but 
prevented, or assisted in preventing, for 
wlist I know, a return of the inflammatory 
symptoms ; so that, although it did not pro- 
duce the cure, it hud some share in the 
general beneficial effect. With regard to 
the mercury, I do not attribute the removal 
ef the disease at all to it. It may have as- 
sisted also in preventing a return of the 
symptoms, but I cannot say that it really 
did— that they would have returned but for 
ks exhibition ; but a failure rarely occurs, 
when it is employed in addition to bleeding, 
and other suitable means. The good effects 
which I always have seen to result from pro- 
ducing tenderness of the mouth by mercury 


in active inflammation, induced ibe to give 
it 3 and if this woman were attacked again 
next week, I should pursue in all points the 
very same practice, though I do not now 
venture to say, nor do l believe, that it had 
any share in the removal of the disease. In 
single successful cases of inflammation, in 
which mercury is given, we are uot justified 
in referring the benefit to its effects ; but I 
have drawn my conclusions from contrast- 
ing two series of cases : the one treated by 
the ordinary antiphlogistic measures only, 
the other by the ordinary antiphlogistic 
measures, and mercuiy pushed on to some 
degree of affection of the gums ; and 1 know 
that the success was iufinitely greater in 
the latter, in my practioe a free exhibi- 
tion now always forms a part of the {dan, and 
a failure in subduing active common inflam- 
mation is a very rare occurrence, a thing 
scarcely ever met with by me, unless there 
has been organic disease at bottom, or I 
have been called in too late, or been ob- 
structed in doing what I wished— 1 have 
often repented of having trusted to ordi- 
nary measures, but never of having given 
mercury in addition. Nothing is more com* 
mon than to see the Symptoms yield the 
instant that the mouth is affected, or to find 
all necessity for further bleeding no longer 
necessary from that moment, i may al*o 
observe, that the administration of calo- 
mel with the opium tended to enable a 
subsequent purgative to act. Had 1 not 
had the constitutional effect of mercury in 
view, I should have exhibited one dose 
with the opium, to obviate constipation, and 
ensure the operation of a purgative, if ne- 
cessary, the next day. After the third dose, 
the calomel was discontinued, although no 
affection of the mouth hid taken place, be- 
cause really the disease was at an end, and 
further treatment was not necessary ; for al- 
though I would always act vigorously, I 
would never act unnecessarily. Respecting 
the leeches, I think it is very probable, if 
not certain, that if, in this ease, the leeches 
only had been applied, the disease might 
have gone on from that day to this, instead 
of being suddenly subdued, or not been 
subdued at all x- we might have pushed the 
disease about, but not hove knocked it 
down. If recourse had not been had to 
leeches, a general bleeding might have been 
necessary again the same night, or the 
next morning. There is nothing like knock- 
ing disease down at once if you can, aud 
keeping it down by subsequent measures. 
How far the opium assisted in the latter 
purpose I cannot assert. 

To learn whether there is any effusioq, 
I have just examined her* The respira- 
toiy murmur is natural on the affected 
side, and there is no segophony ; there is 
therefore no effusion, Some of the gei« 
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tlemta present probably reoolleet tie case 
of a girl who was affected with pleurisy, 
and treated in the hospital during the sum- 
mer months. The case was more severe, 
as the pain was more extensive, and the 
case lasted longer. The patient was cured 
in the same manner, but for some time her 
voice sounded most laughably, exactly like 
Punch, at the back of the chest on the affect- 
ed half, and on the lower part of the same 
side ; yet the pleuritis had ceased. Sud- 
denly copious sweats burst forth, and the 
Punch-like sound as suddenly declined, and 
soon censed altogether. Here effusion had 
taken place, and the absorption occurred 
Simultaneously with excessive secretion by 
the skin. The case was remarkable. As the 
full respiratory murmur, and the absence of 
(Bgophonism, show that no effusion has 
taken place, the present case is a good 
instance of the termination of inflammation 
by resolution, without suppuration, effusion, 
gangrene, or any fresh circumstance or 
symptom, but in perfect health of the part. 
In the most favourable termination of in- 
flammation, there is generally some in- 
creased secretion in the part itself, or the 
surrounding parts ; but here there appears 
to be none — there is pure resolution. 

rheumatism of the ciiest. 

The other case, which 1 introduce to your 
notice by way of comparison and contrast, is 
one of rheumatism of the chest. The pain 
was not in the same situation, but was rather 
severe. 

W.H., aged 19 years ; he had been ill a 
fortnight before admission. At first he had 
suffered from rheumatism of the left knee, 
and now complained of the left shoulder, but 
particularly of paiu in the regiou of the 
acromion. He experienced great pain on 
respiration all over the front of the chest, — 
« sharp pain ; and pressure greatly aggra- 
vated it, so that lie started back assoou as 
the end of the finger touched any part of 
the front of the chest, as he did when it was 
applied over the acromion. Now this might 
have given the idea that he was labouring 
under pleuritis, but the complaint was easily 
distinguished from that disease. Certainly 
to oue who had not seen the two, a difficulty 
might arise on meeting with such a case. 
But, in the first place, the slightest pressure 
on the chest gave pain, — such slight pres- 
sure as could not affect the pleura; and 
pressure not merely between the ribs, but 
gentle pressure with the end of the finger on 
the ribs and sternum, in a place where the 
gleura could not have felt the pressure. The 
pressure which distressed the woman was 
made between the ribs. If pressure upon 
the ribs ever produos pain in pleuritis, it 
must be very- titong, unless in the worst 


eases, when all the symptoms mark tka 

nature and danger of the disease. In the 
next place there wee great heat of the eurv 
face of the cheat. There was, else, rheum** 
tiam of other parts,— the knee lied been 
affected before the cheat, and there had been 
sweating, — so usual a thing in acute rhea* 
matism. The pain, too, was not in one spot* 
but diffused, i^ostly, there was not the gene* 
ral illness of the system which was obsarv* 
able in the woman ; the man was not even 
coufined to his bed, and there was neither 
cough of any kind nor expectoration. T ! m 
dyspnoea was inconsiderable, compared with 
that of the woman. Now the combination 
of all these symptoms was such as enabled 
me readily to infer the nature of the di es— *> 
All but one of them, however, are subject to 
doubt. The diffusednessof the pain is some- 
times, though rarely, observed in pleuritis. 
Rheumatism of some part may occur at the 
same time with pleuritis; nay, the ibeum*» 
tism in the chest and elsewhere may be so 
active, that considerable pyrexia, heat, 
thirst, quickness of pulse, whiteness of 
tongue, considerable general illness, may 
occur in mere rheumatism, so that the 
patient may keep his bed. There may 
also be a catarrh, so that cough, short or 
not, may exist and be attended by expec- 
toration, little or much. The extreme ten* 
derness on such slight pressure, and on 
pressure made where it could not affect the 
pleura, proved the extornal seat of the dis- 
ease, and the rest of the symptoms harmo- 
nised completely with this observation ; so 
that taking the whole together, I had no 
doubt upon the subject. 

The treatment of the two diseases requires 
to be conducted on the same principles ; yet 
there are two reasons why a careful diag- 
nosis is necessary in this complaint. First, 
a true diagnosis will enablo you to inform 
the patient, and his friends, with truth, 
whether the disease is dangerous or not ; 
for pleuritis is dangerous, while the rheu- 
matic affection of external parts is not; and 
secondly, although the same measures are 
necessary in each case, they are not required 
to the same extent in the one as in the 
other. The vigorous measures demanded 
in pleuritis are seldom necessary in mere 
rheumatism. In this case l ordered no 
general bleeding, but thirty leeches to the 
chest, and, as the shoulder was affected, 1 
directed some of the thirty leeches to be 
applied very near it ; I also directed five 
grains of calomel to be given night and 
morning. The leeches completely relieved 
the pain in these places, but it soon flew to 
the opposite shoulder, and the next day it 
migrated to the neok, active rheumatism 
having always a remarkable tendency to 
migration. Leeches to the parts succes- 
sively attacked produced relief in both placet $ 
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and bat for a slight sore throat, and some 
pain in the right shoulder, owing to his 
having gone out of doors contrary to my 
wishes, he would be considered perfectly 
well. 

Nothing is more useful than to examine 
cases together which are very similar in 
some points, and yet differ essentially in 
others, and I trust you will see the import- 
ance of the present comparison and contrast. 

There has been no death during the week 
in my wards, and I have, therefore, no mor- 
bid anatomy to teach. 


CAUTION. 

We understand that a person calling him- 
self Villiers, is travelling the country, and 
making heavy exactions upon the benevo- 
lence of medical practitioners, by repiesent- 
ing that his case has been strongly advocated 
in The Lancet, and that he is the distressed 
medical man, whose misfortunes were so 
frequently adverted to in the pages of this 
Journal about eighteen months back. We 
have good reason for believing that the fellow 
is an impostor. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications have been recieved 
from C. R. M. S. — Mr. Drew. — A Scion of 
Medicine. — Dr. Melhuish. — Mr. Adams. — 
Mr. Forbes Winslow. — Mr. John Richards. 
— Araator Justitia. — Apis. — Mr. Arthur 
Beetham. — Mr. John Ennis. — A Friend to 
Discussion. — Vindex. — A Friend to the 
Medical Student. — Mr. Knowles. — Mr. H. 
W. Bailey. — H. F. — Mr. James H. Morson. 
— “Governors and Advocates.” — Mr. Lionel 
J. Beale. — Mr. Bennett. 

H . M. “ The letter dated September 
9th,” has not been received at our office, 
consequently we can offer no opinion of its 
contents. If H. M. would forward the par- 
ticulars of the transaction, his questions 
shall receive immediate attention. 

Bacchus . The certificates must be pro- 
duced agreeably to the regulations of the 
present period. The examination in Latin 
will consist in translating grammatically 
portions of Celsus and Gregory’s Con- 
spectus. A certificate of the dressership 
will be sufficient for the College of Sur- 
geons, but not for the Company of Apothe- 
caries. 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 

Professor Seerig of Breshaw will shortly 
publish the first part of “ Anatomical De- 
monstrations, or a collection of Colossal 
Representations of Human Anatomy ; ? anH 
Dr. M. J. Weber of Bonn is preparing for 
the press “ An Anatomical Atlas of the Hu- 
man Body. Part I., -embracing osteology, 
including two skeletons of the natural size.” 
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Erratum. — No. 372, page 124, article 
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, line 17, for 
“ transverse ” read “ oblique” 
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NXVtJS MATXRNUS. 

Oct. 15. Mr. La wrings, on Friday, 
made the following observations on a case 
of ruevus mat emus , occurring in Susanna 
Marsh, an infant about sixteen weeks old, 
at present in Faith's Ward. 

Narvus materials y or 44 maternal spot,” is 
a name given to certain peculiarities which 
are vulgarly supposed to have their origin 
in the 44 longings” of the mother. This 
nevus maternus is a disease of the cspillary 
vessels of the skin, or under the skin. From 
the mother's information, it seemed, that at 
the time of birth, the only appearance of the 
disease in this child was a small red spot, 
which has, however, so rapidly increased 
in size, that now, at the distance of only 
fifteen or sixteen weeks, the naevus extends 
over the whole of the left aide of the face. 
The tumour feels soft and doughy, and yields 
upon being squeezed, but swells out again 
on relaxation, like a sponge. Ntevi, in fact, 
consist almost entirely of blood-vessels, so 
interwoven as to form a complete congeries. 
The effect is, that the blood contained in 
them is easily forced out by pressure, on 
the removal of which the elasticity of the 
vessels restores them to their usual size, and 
the blood returns. The tumour feels ex- 
ceedingly warm, which might readily be 
conceived, in consequence of the quantity 
of blood circulating through it, but the 
heat in this instance is much less consider- 
able than it frequently is. The tumour is 
covered by integument in the natural state, 
save on the upper parts about the eyelid, 
where it assumes a dark livid hue ; and in 
some places the surface is of a finely gra- 
nulated texture. Now the nmvus maternus 
is not always of the same texture through- 
out. Sometimes cutaneous nsvus is found 
No. 374. 


existing in the skin, and elevated a little 
above the surrounding parts, or beneath the 
skin, and this is consequently named the 
subcutaneous. Sometimes there are spots 
of that peouliar, livid, vascular, texture be- 
fore mentioned. These may remain sta- 
tionary, or they may grow rapidly, and then 
cease to increase. Frequently, however, 
they require immediate aod vigorous treat- 
ment, snd this is especially the case in the 
present instance. These ntevi, when left to 
themselves, may exist for years, but neg- 
lect would be very dangerous, on account of 
the large blood-vessels which supply them. 
These vessels, ramifying near the surface, 
are exposed to numberless chances ; they 
may get divided in a fall, especially in chil- 
dren, aod considerable haemorrhage would 
be the oonsequence. If, then, the risk be 
so great, the question is, What are the best 
remedial means for us to adopt, and what 
can be safely done in the case 1 The prog- 
nosis, in general, may be founded on the 
magnitude of the tumour, and the age of the 
patient. It has been proposed, when these 
growths are very large, and when situated 
in the neck, to tie the carotid artery. There 
is a gentleman, at present iu this metropolis, 
from the United States, Dr. Massey, who 
had a case of naevus maternus occurring in 
the scalp. He tied the carotid on one side, 
and that having no effect, and the growth 
continuing, he resolved to cut off the scalp, 
and an awful operation it was ; but the pa- 
tient is now doing well. Excision is a plan 
that is sometimes adopted, but in making 
use of it you must cut freely round the tu- 
mour, and taking the utmost care not to cut 
into the structure, for you can have no con- 
ception of the alarming loss of arterial blood 
which would be occasioned thereby. When 
he spoke of arterial blood, he should re- 
mark, that it is by no means determined whe- 
ther the vessels of these naevi be veins or ar- 
teries. Sometimes, from the livid purple co- 
lour of the tumour, one is led to suppose that 
it is caused by a venous circulation. He bad 
lately been attending a lady for this affec- 
tion, in whom, from the dark colour of the 
surface, it seemed reasonable to suppose 
that the tumour contained venous blood, but 
there the blood that issued was decidedly 
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Arterial. With regard however to the prac- 
tice of excision, it is oertainly dangerous, if 
the supplying vessels be large ; and they 
are sometimes so large that the patient has 
even died on the operating table from the 
haemorrhage/ 

Since, then, the danger of this method -in- 
bo great, it remains to consider what other 
means are to be adopted. Now it has been 
said, that a cure may be effected by excit- 
ing inflammation in the part, and thus ob- 
taining an obliteration of the vessels; but 
unless an obliteration of the whole could be 
procured, of course the inefficiency of this 
treatment is obvious. A caustic, kcUimirum , 
has been recommended, but he soubted 
whether the use of it is advisable. How- 
ever, he adopted this method in the case of 
the lady before mentioned ; lie touched every 
point of the tumour; indeed, he said, he 

* took the greatest liberties with it, to excite 
a sufficient degree of inflammation, but 
without success. There is an article in a 
number of a northern medical journal on this 
subject’ (see Lancet, No, 362, page 723), 
the author of which, Mr. Fawdington, states, 
that he has met with great encouragement 

* to insert a seton in these cases. He relates 
a case of two years’ duration, in which he 
made use of this agent, and he informs aa 

' that the result was the consolidation of the 
tumour. He had himself tried this method, 
but he confessed he did not And it of much 
service. With regard to the child at pre- 
sent in the Hospital, the only treatment be 
had as yet adopted is that of applying cold. 
Caustic he should be unwilling to employ, 
on account of the great size of the neevus, 
and, on the whole, he really would rather not 

* meddle with it at all. If it could be brought 
' to a stationary condition, he certainly should 

be inclined to let it take its own course. If, 
however, it continued to increase) something 
must be done to check it. 

Oct. 22. — Mr. Lawrence said, he bad 
T alluded to cases of naevus maternus, in 
which it bad been found practicable to re- 
move the tumours by ligatures,— -instances 
in which the swelling lay in dangerous 
situations, and where, by the application of 
the ligature, a core was effected without 
the danger of the tremendous haemorrhage 
which occasionally proved fatal, even at 
the moment of operation. Various modes, 
he said, had been devised for producing in- 
flammation in the substance of the naevus, 
and thus obtaining consolidation ; one of 
these consisted in the employment of the 
vaccine virus in the naevi of children who 
had not undergone previous vaccination ; 
here the object w'as to introduce the matter 
extensively over the tumour, and in its cir- 
cumference ; for this purpose twenty or 
thirty, or even more punctures were usually 
made, and in his own experience he had 


known the practice to be of some efficacy. 
Some time since be bad a child under bis 
care, in bis private practice, with a small 
cutaneous naevus on the scalp about the size 
of the end of bis thumb. On the whole he 
considered this a favourable ease for the 
tiial,nnd the operation was accordingly per- 
formed. Inflammation supervened to a con- 
siderable extent, and as it declined a thick 
hard crust formed over the tumour, and as 
that was removed the amvua was nearly 
though not entirely gone. This occurred 
about a year and a half since, and he then 
requested the parents, who were persons of 
consequence, to bring the .child to him qgain 
should there be a recurrence of the affec- 
tion; he had not since heard of them, and he 
therefore considered it a rational conclusion 
that a cure had been accomplished. He had 
known of another case in the country, where 
a child was affected with a large subcutane- 
ous Bjcvus on the aide, which had been 
vaccinated, as he w.&8 informed, with con- 
siderable effect ; the swelling had been origi- 
nally round, and of a deep purple colour 
throughout it was now much dimjui^cd in 
size, a great part of it was entirely consoli- 
dated, and in the centre it had become of a 
natural white appearance. Qn the whole, 
if not entirely .reduced, the swelling had. 
certainly been permanently diminished. 

The vaccination, however, could only be 
applicable, as he before observed, to patient* 
who had not previously been Subjected to the 
specific influence of that virus. At present 
he has a lady under his care who has a large 
naevus on the face. She had originally a 
small growth under one of the eyelids, and 
this has gradually increased to. its present 
extent. Its boundaries were now, the ridge 
of the nose, the anterior part of the ear, the 
ciliary margin of the lower eyelid, and aline 
drawn from the angle of the lips towards the 
ear. Three considerable lobes were remark- 
able in this tumour, one corresponding to 
the lower eyelid, the second much larger 
beneath this, and the third still larger below 
both. Altogether they formed a consider- 
able protuberance ; the circumference of the 
swelling was of a livid colour. As the lady 
was in other respects .of a handsome per- 
son, and the removal of this deformity ef 
course a very desirable matter, she bad come 
a considerable distance for advice ; excision 
or ligature was out of the question, and he 
passed in the first instance, a thick seton 
through the inferior part of the tumour \ the 
seton was introduced by a large needle with 
a proportionate thread, in order to prevent 
the risk of hemorrhage, which was thus 
obviated, and not more than a dozen drops 
of blood were lost in the operation. No in- 
flammation followed, and be next sprinkled 
the seton with a little powdered nitrate of 
silver, and drew it into the opening ; beyoad 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



mppmRM of imai megAvm 


inflammatory effect. ^Tnitrate of silver 
was again used more copiously, anfl a great 
deal of uneasiness was produced for twenty- 
four hours without the supervention of any 
general inflammation, Tne seton was then 
removed, and he introduced a stick of caustic- 
potash into the opening and rubbed it in 
very freely, and he thought that if sny-thing 
could induce inflammation, this certainly 
would ; accordingly it did occur to a cer- 
tain extent, the tumour diminished some- 
what in si^e, and there was some consolida- 
tion ; he afterwards applied the kali pnrum 
externally, freeiy over two parts of the tu- 
mour ; a partial cure was thys effected, hut 
on the whole the inflammation was by no 
means so general as the extensive irritation 
might have haea expected to induce. This 
case, Mr. Lawrence continued, showed decid- 
edly the difficulty with which these tumours 
were inflamed,and that in general they might 
he dealt with with great freedom. He might 
gay that the usual opinion that inflammation 
Was generated through these tumours with 
facility, wag incorrect ; that in one situa- 
tion inflammation might be carried even 
to the death of the part, without extending 
any further. In the present instance he 
had destroyed the upper part of the tumour 
by a ligature, he would try the same with 
the lower part, and eventually treat the! 
edges with atrong nitric acid, 

PLETHORA FROM THE SUPPRESSION OF LOCAL 
DISCHARGES. 

Mr. Lawrence next called the attention 
of the class to a specimen of blood which 
exhibited strongly the ordinary character- 
istics of that fluid when drawn in acute 
internal inflammation ; the coegulum was 
flrm, deeply cupped, and covered with a 
huffy crust; yet it had been drawn from a 
patient in whom no external evidence of 
an inflammatory nature existed at the time 
of its abstraction; in fact, it was taken by 
the person’s own desire, by his own pre- 
scription, and the appearance it now wore 
certainly showed that he had not erred 
much in bis diagnosis^ The man was in 
44 Henry Wand,” where he had been confined 
for some weeks with a fractured leg. He 
(Mr. LAwrenoe) did not see him until he 
had been a considerable time in the hospi- 
tal, as Mr. Lloyd was then in charge of bis 
patients ; he was about 50 years old, of full, 
plethoric, make, and he believed of ratlter 
jolly habits. After admission there wes con- 
siderable inflammation of the limb, and on 
reference to his papers, it was seen that, 
besides general bleeding, an almost count- 
less number of leeches had been applied to 
the limb, and he had been on milk diet, 
whiqb,a* containing but campaxatiyely lit- 


tle animal naattsr, could sepreely contribute 
to the excitement of Inflammatory action. 
He was admitted on the 27th of July; 
he had beeu bled, purged actively, treated 
with digitalis, and leeched, and leeched, 
and leeched, over and over again, but the 
inflammation, notwithstanding, ended in 
suppuration, and a copious discharge en- 
sued, which, within a short time, rapidly 
diminished, and the openings healed. A 
few days after this, the patient felt himself 
heated and full, especially about bis head ; 
thepe symptom* he very properly ascribed 
to 4 * too much blood,” and not as patients 
generally do, 44 to weakness,” which is, in 
Other words, a wish for animal food, and 
beer or spirits. The m*n considered himself 
1 in a state of plethora, and was bled. 

It had frequently happened to him, he 
observed, in this hospital and elsewhere, to 
see patients who had laboured under pro- 
fuse local discharges become plethoric, and 
prone to determinations of blood and inter- 
nal inflammations when these discharges 
were suddenly suppressed. This he had 
seen over and over again under such cir- 
cumstances in old running ulcers of the leg, 
more especially if the patients were placed 
on animal diet and allowed beer, and these 
determinations would proceed to every de- 
gree, up to fatal apoplexy. There was 
a patient now in ** Henry,” who was in 
the Hospital some years before for inflam- 
mation and ulceration of the leg; it was 
rapidly healed, and in a few daya he had 
a sudden and violent attack of apoplexy; 
the usual treatment was adopted ; he was 
profusely bled, cupped, leeched, purged, 
and blistered, but with ao little effect, that 
be (Mr. Lawrence) abandoned all hopes of 
his recovery ; as a last experiment, however, 
he determined on the employment of mercury 
in large doses, which was pushed to saliva- 
tion, and he eventually recovered ; but for 
a long time he was paralytic on one aide, and 
even at present his mouth was somewhat 
distorted. He bad now been seven weeks 
in the house for a recurrence of the ulcera- 
tion, and during this time, according as the 
ulcers were healing, it had been found ne- 
cessary to bleed him repeatedly, in order 
to counteract the return of a similar affec- 
tion to that from which he formerly Buf- 
fered. The hospital diet table, he was sorry to 
say, was any-thing but judicious ; the 4< or- 
dinary diet,” for example, consisted of ani- 
mal food, two pints of good strong beer — - 
not table beer, but much better — with seve- 
ral other good things. As it is on this diet 
that a patient is placed on admission, and 
as it may happen that a patient may not he 
seen immediately after entrance, and mean- 
while may labour under acute inflammation, 
this diet would, of all other things, be tbo 
best calculated to aggravate his disease. He 
M2 
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had , therefore , made it a general rule, that his 
patients should be placed, at first, on milk 
diet, for if they were in a condition for beer 
and meat, the hospital was not the fittest 
place for their reception. 


ERYSIPELAS. 

Two or three cases of erysipelas (Mr. 
Lawrence continued) Were at present under 
treatment, to which he would now direct 
their attention. The first was that of Olive 
Moore, set. 28, in “ Faith Ward,” a straw- j 
bonnet maker, unmarried, whose menses had 
been suppressed for the last three months, 
a circumstance which contributed much to 
predispose her to inflammatory attacks, and 
had already given her the appearance of 
a general plethoric habit. She was admit- 
ted oh the 20 ih, and stated, that since the 
17th her face had been swelled and painful, 
and that her illness commenced with shiver* 
ings, succeeded by increased sweatings. — 
There was considerable tumidity of the 
right cheek, extending a little towards the 
left ; the eyelids were closed, the tumour 
generally of a deep-red colour, pitting on 
pressure, and acutely painful. There was 
also great general disturbance ; the pulse 120, 
hard and full; the tongue coated; bowels 
confined ; headach ; great thirst ; skin dry 
and hot ; she had a slight attack of the same 
kind the preceding winter. She was bled 
immediately to eighteen ounces, and the 
blood was of a highly inflammatory appear- 
ance, as if it had been drawn in acute pleu- 
ritis. She was ordered a mixture, with a 
drachm of sulphate of magnesia and half a 
drachm of the solution of tartrate of anti- 
mony, every sixth hour. 

On the 20th, the inflammation was rather 
increased and more exteuded towards the 
left side ; bowels had not been opened, and 
ahe was generally worse. Venesection to 
fourteen ounces was directed, and the senna 
mixture; the blood was again cupped and 
huffed ; she was also ordered two grains of 
calomel and two of antimonial powder, every 
six hours, and the ordinary saline mixture. 
By these means the headach was consider- 
ably relieved in the evening, and at nine 
p.m. she was altogether better, and that 
night she slept well. 

On the 21st, the inflammation had not 
increased, but there was a recurrence of the 
headach on both sides ; the pulse was ra- 
ther fuller and harder ; she was cupped to 
twelve ounces ; since then she had continued 
better, and was, on the 22d, in every re- 
spect much relieved ; the swelling had sub- 
sided without vesication, and desquamation 
was commencing ; he had desired the saline 
mixture to be continued. In this case, Mr. 
Lawrence said, the inflammatory nature of 
the affection was strongly manifested by 


the general symptoms and the condition of 
the blood, which was certainly as strong a 
characteristic of inflammation as it could be, 
if drawn during inflammation a of any internal 
organ. If attention were paid to such cases 
as. this, no doubt of the real nature of the 
affection could be entertained, and so much 
would not be heard about the use of wine 
and bark in this disease. He supposed this 
treatment was grounded on the occurrence of 
erysipelas in aged and debilitated persons, 
in whom, certainly, the depleting treat* 

I ment would not be justifiable, notwithstand- 
' ing that the local symptoms were originally 
inflammatory to a certain degree. It was 
in every case necessary to discriminate be- 
tween the essence of the disease and the 
persons in whom it occurred. 

There was, in the same* ward, a young 
woman named Robinson, who had been ad- 
mitted on the 19th with a slight degree of 
redness, and some swelling, of the leg, but 
whose case did not at first receive particular 
attention. To-day (23d) it had become 
excessively painful, and she was in a state 
of violent febrile excitement and constant 
agitation; the leg was internally of a bright 
scarlet, or, rather, crimson colour; exter- 
nally the inflammation was also very active, 
and the colour was insensibly shaded into 
the unaffected parts ; the inflamed parts 
were also much swelled, and she complained 
of violent burning pain. Such was her state 
in the morning ; besides, her skin was hot 
and dry ; pulse quick and strong ; she had 
headach, white tongue, and was extremely 
restless,: — all symptoms characteristic of 
great constitutional disturbance. This in- 
stance also showed the highly inflammatory 
nature of the disease. A large bleeding 
was immediately directed, and leeches to 
be applied to the inflamed parts ; the satur- 
nine lotion, and active purgative medicines, 
were also prescribed. Before the leeches 
were applied she was accordingly bled to 
deliquium ; thirty leeches were afterwards 
put on ; the effect of this treatment was 
the almost immediate tranquillixation of the 
local and general distress, and when Mr. 
Lawrence went into the ward just before lec- 
ture, he found her in a calm and sound sleep, 
from which she was not aroused by his being 
present. 

In the same ward the case of Richardson 
afforded an example of what might be term- 
ed •* phlegmonous ” erysipelas, in contra- 
i distinction to the other cases which might 
be denominated •* simple in which the 
tumefaction proceeded only from an affection 
of the true skin, and consequent effusion, 
and not from inflammation of the subjacent 
cellular tissue ; in the phlegmonous form 
the swelling was firm and resisting, and did 
not pit so readily as in the simple kind. In 
Richardson's case Mr. Wood had very judi- 
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cioualy .made* one iooisioo down the whole affection. It was not, however, one of 
length of the swelling. It would be found such a dangerous character as is some- 
that such incisions were by far the most ef- times seen ; in fact, in these climates, the 
fectual means of treatment in phlegmonous termination of acute hepatitis in auppu- 
erysipelas, and of terminating satisfactorily ration is comparatively of infrequent occur- 
the local symptoms and general disturbance, rence. He was bled to sixteen ounces. Had 
When erysipelas is accompanied by inflam- jalap and calomel, and a saline mixture, with 
station of the subjacent cellular tissue, it tartar emetic and sulphate of magnesia, every 
frequently evinces a disposition to spread ; sixth hour* He was moreover cupped once, 
the adhesive inflammation, in other words, and had a blister to the side. He continued 
does not intervene to arrest its progress ; taking one grain of calomel and five of jalap 
in these cases free incisions are also by far till his bowels were effectually relieved, and 
the best means of counteracting the disease, till it was considered the purging had been 
In the first place they occasion a copious carried to a sufficient extent. Active as this 
flow of blood from the inflamed parts, the was, however, none of the bad consequences 
vessels bleeding with infinitely greater were produced on the intestinal mucous 
energy than is observed in ordinary wounds membrane, of which our brethren on the 
of the same extent ; but the relief is not other aide of the channel seemed so much 
solely attributable to the bleeding, for an afraid. 

equal quantity abstracted by other means Under this treatment the man had nearly 
will always fail to produce an equivalent recovered. In these cases he would sgain 
effect. The incisions, however, operate repeat, that the same principles of cure 
most effectually, by relieving the great dig- which referred to external inflammation, 
tension of the parts ; the limb, previously were also applicable to those of internal 
red and shining, becomes pale ana wrinkled, parts. There were some other patients then 
and the pain is almost immediately abated, under treatment which further illustrated 
In the present case the incision operated in this position, but of these he would speak 
this manner; the spreading of the local in- at the next lecture, 
flammation has been arretted, and the pa- 
tient now only labours under a simple 
healthy wound. 

ACUTE HEPiTITIS, TERMINATING IN 
SUPPURATION. 

He had occasion once or twice to notice . _ 

the application of the same principles of *° * H1 Lancet. 

treatment to internal and external inflam- Sir, — Anticipating some comments would 

njatioirs. There were at present some cases be made from the report which you gave iu 
in the wards which illustrated this analogy your publication of the 9th October, of the 
further. In “ Henry *’ there was a patient inquest held at Hampton on the 2nd, 1 pur- 
named George Booth, set. S3, admitted with posely delayed offering any observations 
a large phlegmonous abscess over the right before, anxious to ascertain first the feelings 
h"ip, and who also laboured under hepatitis, of that respectable body of men denominate • 
Generally speaking, one inflammation was as ed “ General Practitioners” from the re- 
much as the animal economy could under- suit of the case in question, the practice of 
take at a time; but, in this case, two were one of whom, it appears, in the instance 
in action. He had been unwell about a of Mr. Bowen, has recently most unjustly 
fortnight before admission, but could assign been called in question, and", as far as I am 
no cause for his illness. He said his hip capable of giving an opinion, been made 
bad been “lanced” by a doctor, but no- the subject of unmerited animadversion, 
thing followed but blood. As be felt a Previously to my noticing any portion of 
deep fluctuation, be introduced the lancet a the report taken at the inquest, and em- 
little further, and a copious discharge of pus bodied in No. 371 of your Lancet, I must 
immediately followed. Still the relief was pause for a while to express freely the sur- 
not so great as might have been expected ; prise and indignation which I felt on perus- 
the skia was sallow, his features contracted, ing a letter from Sir Andrew Halliday (ex- 
and he complained of pain in his right aide, physician to the Duke of Clarence), pub- 
On uncovering bis abdomen, the cause was fished in your 372nd Number, and in which 
at once perceptible ; he breathed entirely I find he has endeavoured, but iu a very 
by his ribs, and studiously avoided the pitiful manner, to exculpate himself from 
exercise of the abdominal portion of his what he would wish others to regard , as 
bellows. . These appearances, coupled with merely “ an apparent inconsistency,” iu 
great abdominal pain and other usual in- reference to his original assertion to Mr. 
dication*, at once proved the nptur? of the Sells, of Kingston, and that afterwards mud^ 
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i6* am. mmom mttsei at 

to Mr. Taylor. ^The conduct, Sir, lately sufficiently authorised to intett&rd, reeottr* 
practised by Sir Andrew throughout the mended Mr. Sells to apply to the church* 
whole of this most unpleasant affair, I can wardens of Hampton ; he did so, and it was 
have no hesitation in pronouncing, to have in consequence of this application that the 
been perfectly at variance with the criteria Churchwardens met, and convened all those 
by which I have been taught to estimate persons who were in attendance with Mr. 
the conduct of truth and honour ; and he Bowen on the deceased previously to her 
himself must be well aware, that I am not death ; when, after a patient ana minute 
singular in this opinion, or without proof examination of each, which lasted five 
“ as strong as^ holy writ ” to justify it. 1 hours, and when depositions were recorded 
now, Mr. Editor, boldly call upon Sir An- which materially differ from those subse- 
drew to account for the five different asser- quently taken at the inquest, they Were ra- 
tions which he made, respecting the removal duced (upon hearing a further statement of 
of the arms of the child, and the non-deli- the case given by Mr. Bowen) to appeal to 
very of the woman. 1st, To Messrs. Sells three eminent obstetric practitioners of this 
and Taylor ; 2nd , To Mr. Jackson ; 3rd, To metropolis for their opinions ; and as these 
Mr. Bowen and myself ; 4th, To the Coro- gentlemen all agreed as to the propriety of 
ner and jury; and 5th, After the inquest, in the treatment pursued, they (the church* 
the letter which he addressed to Mr. Taylor; wardens) immediately expressed their ap- 
no two of which, I do assure you, Sir, in probation of Mr. Bowen’s conduct, m a let- 
the least correspond. Thus far, I trust, I ter which this gentleman received a few* 
have adduced enough to satisfy you, and days alter. Thus, Sir* you tfill observe; that 
your enlightened readers, that Sir Andrew’s the statement in your report, which informs 
conduct savours of something more than us ** that some inquiry Was entered into 
“ apparent inconsistency.” Also, that the by fbe parish officers, bat this only went to 
assertion Mich he has since made in your ascertain how far the Surgeon at Tedding- 
Journal, accusing others of having used ton was culpable in declining to attend,” is 
“ great efforts to implicate him personally,” perfectly erroneous. The meeting was in- 
is, like the rest of his statements, wholly stitnted for the purpose of investigating thef 
without foundation. foundation for Mr. Sells's charge, and I 

Already 1 fear. Sir, you will consider me believe with a view also of allowing tfiiS 
as trespapsrag largely uppn valuable pages, individual, and all others interested, the 
but as you have afforded space for the attack, opportunity of substantiating the same ; but, 
you will, I hope, in justice, grant a similar strange to say, a Mr. Sells never came for* 
favour for the defence. ward; and lest ignorance of the meeting 

It was not until the morning of the 26th might be alleged by Mf. Guy (retained, as 
August j tliat Mr. Bowen was apprised pf asserted, on bebalrof Mr. Clarke) as the 
what (as since proved) had been secretly cause of his non-attendance, it is but jnstice 
batching for a month before. At this time to say, that dtiring the sitting of the church* 
Mr. Kent, an inhabitant of Hampton, at the wardens, a letter, written by him, was re* • 
request of the minister, called on him to say, ceived by Mr. Jackson, containing instruct 
that bis attendance was required at the re- tions, and such questions as he wished to 
sidence of Mr. Jackson, where the parish be put to the witnesses, and Mich Were put . 
authorities were sitting in council. Mr. This obriotfS listlessness on the part of Mi*. 
Bowen, notwithstanding this very brief Guy, I leave for him to explain ; it must, 
notice , having had no prior intimation that however, unquestionably suffice to shotv, that 
such meeting was to take place until an heat least was well acquainted with what 
hour after the witnesses had assembled, rea- was going on, and if, as he has since vaunted, 
dily obeyed the summons, when, on arriv- it was lt ever his practice to tread lightly 
ing at the field of action, to his great sur- on the iccused,” why did he not thtn gene* 
prise he was informed, that his presence had rously come forward, and allow Mr. Bowed 
been requested to answer to the charge of tlie opportunity of repelling aspersions* as 
improper treatment towards the late Trances unfounded in their nature as they were tna* 
Clarke, who was represented to have died, lighant and prejudicial in their tendency 1 
a month previously, in the pains of labour. But no, Mr. Editor, this was an act of 
during his attendance upon her. This charge plain dealing hardly to he eipdcted. 

Mr. Bowen was likewise informed, was pre- For the satisfaction of your readers, re* 
ferred against him by Mr. Sells, a surgeon mote from the scefie of this late disgraceful 
at Kingston, who, Without giving him any transaction, it may not be amiss to state 
antecedent notification of his intentions that Mr. feowen, the gentleman accused of 
(although they had met each other frequent - ignorance and inhumanity, has, for nearly 
ly after the death of the deceased), had the last three years, filled the situation of 
applied to a magistrate to take cognizance visiting assistant to Mr. Davies ; during 
of the case. Mr. Cowe, of Sunbury (the this period his conduct proved always so 
magistrate applied to)* dot deeming himself tmifortoly correct; the o£por trinities wMdr 
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hetoa&t Wfltte o who, by e^Wtstfeg ■» quite 

extensive end moHttkriOuej the satisfaction assured, discover the conflicting nature of 
he afforded to those of every class committed such testimony, as well ce the very apparent 
to his care had beep so universal ; nay, so motives which led to its elieitatioB4 
beloved ana well known was he throughout One of the witnesses, Mary Ann El1ioit r 
the neighbourhood, for ibildfaeas and assi- when examined by the parish authorities, 
duity in his profession, that upon Mt. Ds- on the morning of the 26th of August, stated, 
vice's relinquishing his practice at Hampton “ that on her mentioning to Mr. Bowen 
to becotnd domestic surgeon to their most that Mrs. Clarke wished to have further 
gracio As Majesties, many of his patients, the assistance, he insisted on some other ns* 
greater part of whom are individuals of the dical gentleman being sent for, stating, at 
utmost respectability, opulence, and rank, the same time, that there wae no uee ot 
solicited Mr. Bowen to become Mr. Da- sending for any one from Hampton, as he 
vies’i successor. Arrangements for this knew there was no one at home, 
purpose were accordingly made, and I beg it Ann Ellam deposed, on oath to the eoro* 
Will be borne in recollection, that it was not ner and jury, that when she aaked the de- 
nntil a few days before Mr. Davies’s final ceased, in the pretenoe of Mr. Bowen, if 
departure! from Hampton to accompany the she would not like to have some other medi- 
King to Brighton (fully one month after the cal man 1 “ Mr. Bowen said nothing to this/* 
death of the deceased), that this attack was On the contrary, 8arah Chillmtn, tbs 
made. Hence Mr. Bowen haa every legiti- midwife, likewise on oath, contradicts the 
mate right to infer, that those persons Who before-mentioned statement of Ann Ellam, 
propagated the report of hia improper treat- and says that when she aaked the deoeased 
ment of the deceased were influehCed in if she would hsve Mr. Taylor who attended 
doing so, by motives other than purely phi- her before, and when deceased replied aha 
lsntbropic and humane. Inasmuch as he would, that she then told Mr. Bowen $ he 
is prepared to prove that the very witness, wid, “ If Mr. Taylor eaaae, he wtnld go out 
Ann Ellam, who bore testimony against of the house/* 

him, declared, very shortly after the demise Many more sneh-like discrepancies in thei 
of Frances Clfcrke, to Mr. Keene, a gentle- evidence I could wish freely to expose, 
man of property residing in the parish of But I fear, in doing so, I should only b» 
Teddington, ana one of its overseers, that obtruding upon your valuable time end in- 
Mr. Bowen's conduct to the deceased had dulgence. Let it then snffioe to sey, that 
been most u kind and attentive/* Inas- upon the “ menaconacia recti/* and upon 
much as Mr. Clarke, the widower of the the decision given by that tribunal before 
deceased, acknowledged to a gentleman, a which Mr. Bowen has lately so unfeelingly 
resident of Hampton (whose name, if re- been arraigned, but which decision I regret 
quired, I atn authorized to give), when to say was never accurately published, ae< 
aaked how he intended to remunerate Mr. will be seen from the following oorrect eopy 
Guy, replied, “ I can only do so with my of the verdict — “ Died by the visitation of. 
gratitude, but I have some good friends God ; and it is dur opinion that the medical 
Who I have every reason to hope will do so attendant did all that was possible to be 
for me/* Who these good friends are, Mr. done, to deliver the deoeased under the cire- 
Bowen has yet to find out, together with cumstances’* — does he rest his claims for fu- 
many other circumstances upon which ture public confidence and approbation. Thin 
14 clouds, shades, sod darkness, rest/* I am certain will not be denied him, when 
These slight abstracts will, however, I every circumstance is duly deliberated upon, 
hope, suffice to prove that although it haa »nd when it is more particularly recollected, 
been maintained, that the proceedings which that when called upon to render hia assist* 
took place were instituted at the sole desire anoe (after another bad positively refused), 
of the husband, such could not have been he did so with alacrity and good feeling, 
the case ; also, that throughout the whole that his attention during the progress of 
business Mr. Bowen has had to contend tfio labour was prompt and unremitting, 
with Some secret miscreant, who, like the that he left her but for a short period, and 
oWl which fears to prey by day, was com- that then he was obliged to do so (having to 
peeled to seek for nightly cover for the exe- elsewhere), the whole of Mr* Davies's 
cution of his base designs. extensive practice being, at the time, in- • 

I shall now, Sir, go on and briefly, offer a trusted to hie oare. 
fow additional remarks on the evidence taken Let those, therefore, disposed, Mr. Editot* 
before the parish, officers at Hampton prior to censure Mr. Bowen hastily , remember 
to the inquest, and that which was subse- "He that in Without sin, let him cast the 
quently obtained, and since recorded in your first stOLe.** lam. Sir, yours faithfully. 
Journal of the 9th Inst. To this part of my J. H. Morbon, 

communication I beg leave more particu- of London, 

lady to invite (he attention of yoai readers, 28 , Cockspnr Street, Oct, 20 , 1830 * 
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ovxsTidits'TOBin a.&alliday. , 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sib,— I f Sir Andrew HaUiday will give 
plain answers of yes or no to the following 
questions, and not twist his evidence, as 
Mr. Bowen appears to have twisted off one 
or both of the arms of the infant, the public 
will be able to understand what he means, 
and it will in some measure tend to Temove 
the doubts that the unsatisfactory testimony 
given by him on the inquest could not fail 
to produce ; it will, besides, save him the 
trouble of further explanations, or appeals, 
to the public fbr the purpose of correcting 
his errors. It is besides but an act of jus- 
tice to Mr. Bowen that this fact should be 
clearly ascertained, whether he gave the 
information to Sir A. HaUiday, which Sir A. 
afterwards communicated to Mr. Sells, Mr. j 
Taylor, and others : — 

Whether Mr. Sells ever, and when, told j 
him “ that he had been informed, by a Mr. ! 
Russell (or any other, person or persons), 
that Mr. Bowen had taken, or torn, off the 
arms of the infant of the late Fras. Clarke, | 
and had not delivered the mother V* 
Whether he communicated this informa- 1 
tion to Mr. Bowen, and when ? 

Whether Mr. Bowen on that, or some 
other, and what occasion, did not inform 
him, “ that the report was untrue,” and 
that be had not taken, or torn, off the arms j 
of the infant, and had delivered the mother 1 
Whether he. Sir A. HaUiday, did not 
afterwards, and when, inform Mr. Sells, 
** that be had seen Mr. Bowen, who had 
assured him that he had not twisted, or torn, 
off the arms of the infant, but had opened 
the head and delivered the mother, and that 
she died from exhaustion V* 

Whether he did not make the same state- 
ment to Mr. Taylor, and request him to 
oontradict the report of Mr. Bowen's hav- 
ing done so ; and whether he has not ac- 
knowledged and admitted, in some letter or 
letters written by him to Mr. Sells and Mr. 
Taylor, or one or both, and which of them, i 
“ that Mr. Bowen had informed him, that 
he had not taken off the arms of the infant 
and bad delivered the mother 1” 

Whether he did not, at his own house, in 
Sept, last, inform Mr. Guy ** that Mr. 
Bowen had told him that he had not taken, 
or torn off, the infant's arms, and bad de- 
livered the woman, and that she died from 
exhaustion 1 ” 

Whether, on the inspection of the bodies 
of the infant and the mother, it did not 
appear that the arms of the child had been 
torn off from the body, and that the mother 
had noLbeen delivered 1 

Your most obedient servant. 

An Inhabitant or Hampton. 

Oct. 20th. 


LXTTXR FROM MB. GKO BOX TAT LOR OP ' 

KINGSTON. 

To the Editor r of Ths Lancet. 

Sib, — It is with great reluctance that I 
feel myself imperatively called upon to ad- 
dress you for the purpose of repelling several 
unfounded accusations that have been, and 
still are, circulated against me, in the dan- 
gerous form of insinuation and report, con- 
nected with a recent investigation at Hamp- 
ton. 1 should have treated such falsehoods 
with contempt, and would have confidently 
depended upon public opinion, and upon my 
established integrity and conduct through 
life, if a plausible colouring had not been 
given to one of the charges deeply involving 
my character. 

The following are the reports to which I 
allude. 

1st.— 1 That I refused' to give my profes- 
sional assistance in the case of the deceased, 
though sent for by Mr. Bowen. 

2nd. — That I invented and propagated a 
falsehood, and screened myself by attributing 
it to Sir Andrew HaUiday. 

3rd. — That I encouraged, and have been 
one of a secret committee or party for the 
purpose of getting up, a malicious inquiry 
calculated to injure a professional man in 
public opinion. 

4th. — That I employed, and am to pay, 
the solicitor who brought the inquiry before 
the inquest. 

These appear to me to be grave charges ; 
end if the foUowing refutations be not con- 
sidered clear and conclusive, I invite the 
closest scrutiny into my conduct upon this 
or upon any other occasion. 

To the first charge I reply, that the mes- 
senger admitted that he came to me with- 
out the consent of Mr. Bowen ; and that 
when my answer, that I would willingly 
attend if invited by Mr. Bowen, was receiv- 
ed, it is in evidence that he replied, “ If Mr. 
Taylor came he would go out of the house.” 

To the second charge ; Sir Andrew Halli- 
day swore upon the inquest that Mr. Bowen 
never told him “ that he had not takeu off 
the child's arms and that he had delivered 
the deceased,” I do moat positively assert 
thpt Sir Andrew HaUiday told me (and he 
has by bis letter since the inquest admitted 
the fact) that this conversation, now denied, 
did actually take place between him and Mr. 
Bowen ; and Sir Andrew HaUiday, at the 
same time, authorised me (as I believe with 
a kind motive) to give a flat denial to the 
report of the midwife, “ that the child's 
arms were cut off, and that the woman had 
died undelivered.” 

To the third charge ; I deny most solemnly 
that I have been one of any secret party or 
committee, fox §uch or any other unworthy 
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purpose ; hut I freely admit that I alsrevs 

entertained an unfavourable opinion of the* 
ease, and I suppose that no one, who under- 
stands any-tking of the subject, who beard 
the evidence and witnessed the examination 
of the bodies, will assert that 1 was not 
amply justified in that opinion, although I 
willingly abstained from expressing it at the 
inquest.' 

To the fourth charge ; I declare upon my 
honour, that I neither employed, nor am 1 
to pay aily-tbing directly or indirectly to, 
the solicitor who conducted the inquiry, and 
who, 1 have since ascertained, had a written 
authority from the husband of the deceased 
to inquire into the causes that led to the 
death of his wife and child. 

Yours, most obediently, 

George Taylor. 

Kingston, October 9th, 1830. 



WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


BEMOVAL OF THE HOSPITAL. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — In this day’s Number you have not 
published the documents relative to the 
Westminster Hospital promised in your 
Number of the 9th ultimo, but you have 
done what, differing from you toto caelo as 
to the merits of the case, I consider much 
worse, you have thrown your sword into the 
wrong scale, given the weight of your advo- 
cacy to the party which is, in my opinion, 
unquestionably tbe weaker in argument, as 
it is in numbers. Allow me a few lines in 
reply. Is it true that what is now popularly 
ealled the Westminster Hospital was “ es- 
tablished for the benefit of the poor in its 
immediate vicinity 1 ” The history of the 
charity published not long since in your 
own pages (July 17, 1830) answers No ! Is 
the object of tbe “ removal party, the con- 
version of the hospital into a medical school 
for the benefit of (more lucrative to) the 
medical officers?” No! such is not their 
intention. The removal will, I sincerely 
hope, greatly benefit tbe officers, for that 
benefit is contingent upon, and consequent 
to, the increase of prosperity that the charity 
must, from the greater prominence and con- 
venience of itanew site, quickly experience. 
The general interests of the charity and the 
private interests of the medical officers are 
concurrent and connected, but by no means, 
or rather by no necessity of things, antago- 
nist interests. The greater the publicity 
and extent of accommodation of the charity, 
the greater its claims on the public, and tire 
more numerous its contxibutors of all kinds ; 
the greater also, of course, the advantages 
of the nodical officers in reputation, in hos- 


pital fees, sad in every ether cpeetee of mo-, 
lument derivable from their appointments. 
Tbe permanent and real interests of the 
charity and its officers recede or advance 
together ; they bear by no means an inverse 
ratio to each other, as you seem to think, 
but obviously, I. maintain, a direct ratio. 
Is the site of the present hospital not an ob- 
scure one 1 Compare it with neighbouring 
subscription hospitals, St. George’s, the 
Middlesex, where is the avenue to it like 
I Piccadilly, or Mortimer, Goodge, or Ber- 
ners Streets ? possibly, for you speak con- 
fidently, you have an account of the number 
offashioQable or respectable equipages or pe- 
destrians that pass within sight of it daily ; 
if you have, does the amount equal the oue- 
tenth of what passes by either of the other 
hospitals proposed for comparison ? But its 
present site is likely to be hereafter much 
more conspicuous you will say, possibly, 
but when ? Its present site is wholesome, 
more so, you declare, than that to which i( 
is proposed to remove it. How has that 
been ascertained? Complaints have not 
reached you that “ erysipelas, hospital gan- 
grene, Ac., are common in the wards.” “ The 
hospital is at the corner of the Park, Ac.” 
Now I have been some time a trustee, and 
have officiated as house-visitor, and am well 
acquainted with the hospital, and I a&rm. 
that such complaints have been made, and 
frequently made, though probably not to 
the “ public, ” by which, from your reason- 
ing, I imagine, you must mean by something 
equivalent to an advertisement in tbe 
“ Times 99 or in your own powerful Journal 
— the “ Times,” as I may say, of the medical 
world. Furthermore, are you not fully 
aware that ague and other malarious dis- 
eases, are not unfrequently generated in 
the vicinity of the present hospital, and 
more frequently there than north of Charing 
Cross? You object to tbe rent of 700/. or 
800/., demanded by Government ; are you 
aware that the medical officers propose to 
bind themselves down to pay 400/. per 
annum of that sum ? You know that it is of 
course in the power of the trustees to accept 
that offer, and to bind down their successors 
for ever to that, or even to a larger amount. 
But the trustees will not do so; it may be, 
it has been said, they are too blind or too 
indifferent no doubt to the interests of the 
charity to avail themselves of their power 
of prescribing to candidates the conditions 
of election ; nay, perhaps they will even 
make the present incumbents a present of 
the 400/., some fine morning of the years 
1830-1-2-3, or some approaching year ; will! 
you maintain that ? The increase of wealth 
and internal accommodation that wonld fol- 
low on the removal is an argument, valid, 
you declare, against the change of site. It 
is ft reason why the benevolent should pa- 
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trtrtrtW in pN&fend# toother hMtitatiob, * 
dispensary in Vflliets8treet, Strand, known 
by the courtesy of the gentlemen of the 
44 broad sheet, by the title of the Charing 
Croas Hospital. To the soi-disant Charing 
Cross Hospital, I bear no ill-will. It is a 
thriving bantling, if we can judge by its 
power of lnngs. Its hunger-cry is heard in 
every quarter within doors and without, in 
the drawing-room and in the sick-chamber ; 
its fosterers are msny and indefatigable ; at 
the bazaar we see beauty turn jewess for it ; 
in the temple eloquence begs for it, piety 
prays for it, and wealth and avarice are 
shamed into contributing towards its sus- 
tenance and advancement. There is no 
escape or ** mistake/’ its wants you must 
hear of whether disposed to cob tribute or not 
to their satisfaction. But to speak seriously ; 
in favour of the Charing Cross Hospital 
much might be said, but the claims of the 
Westminster Hospital are of a higher order. 
The Westminster Hospital has long estab- 
lished rank amongst English charities, and 
has fortune to enable it at least to maintain 
its already sncient distinction. Why should 
the Charing Cross Hospital be preferred be- 
fore the Westminster Hospital by the cha- 
ritable! Is there not, at all events, room 
enough for both 1 Do the hospitals of Lon- 
don offer accommodation sufficient for one 
half of the sick that require assistance ? Has 
the public ever iuffered from competition 1 
But you seem to prefer for medical and sur- 
gical instruction, small hospitals to large 
ones; how is that? Must not large hospitals 
furnish a greater number of interesting and 
instructive cases, and more abundant mate- 
rials for necrotomic study, and for clinical 
teaching ? CdTtainly. But large is a rela- 
tive expression. Nows number of students 
so large as not to admit of sufficient investi- 
gation by each individually, without injuri- 
ous and intolerable disturbance of the sick, 
in the present hospital where the patients, 
though few, are very much tod many, would, 
in i modern hospital twice or thrice as large, I 
cause no inconvenience whatever, either to ! 
the sick or to themselves. Each pupil of 
an extensive hospital cannot daily examine 
every interesting case. But he may care- 
fully study (as is very usual for example in 
Edinburgh, Paris, &c.) every second, third, 
or fourth case ; that is, in a large hospital 
every student may studiously observe the 
progress of half a dozen or half a score im- 
portant cases. What more can you reason- 
ably require? but I must conclude. I do not 
know whether I have noticed every argu- 
ment you advance, but I cannot further en- 
croach on your pages at present ; perhaps 
you will allow me to address you again, for I 
have not exhausted the subject. I confi- 
dently expect from your candour and respect 
for justice the insertion of this letter, and 


am, Sir, ietf respectfully, ft friend fcftd stftM 

scribOr to The Lancet 

C.M.K.S. ' 
Tuesday, October 19, 1850. 


removal op the hospital. 

To the Editor of The Lancbt, 

Sir, — You have said a great deal against 
the removal of the Westminster Hospital ; 
perhaps you will have no objection to heatf 
I an advocate of the other side of the question. 

| The institution has been removed three 
times since its establishment : from the' 

I Birdcage Walk to Petty France, thence to 
| Chspel Street, and from Chapel Street to 
! James Street. On this last occasion an ad- 
vertisement appeared for a “ house or pre«^ 
m< sea in any part of the city or liberties of 
Westminster. Two suitable buildings 
were offered, the present hospital in James 
Street, and the house of Lord Laaesboi ough 
at Hyde Park Corner. Dissensions, similar 
to those which now exist, occurred : part 
of the governors thought it would he ad- 
visable to remain in the same neighbour- 
hood, while others were persuaded that bf’ 
removing to a site more m the public eye, 
its welfare would be much promoted. The 
wisdom of the latter, who divided and re- 
| moved td Lord Lanesborough’s house (now 
| St. George’s Hospitsl), was Soon manifest, 
j for the branch, if it may be so called, very 
soon surpassed its parent in wealth ana 
utility. 

! We contend that the increased size of St. 
George’s has quite superseded the necessity 
of a second large hospital in the same neigh- 
bourhood, for if you look St the map you 
will find that St. George’s is surrounded by 
the habitations of the wealthy, and that the 
nearest locality inhabited by poor, is Pimlico 
ahd Totbill Fields. The Westminster Hos- 
pital has been supplied by the refuse of St.' 
George's; the poor, when they could choose, 
naturally preferring the larger and more im- 
posing institution : if thii was the case when 
St. George’s had only 200 beds, what will 
be the Case now with 400 ? 

1 It is in human nature to encourage a' 
| charity which is conspicuous and flourishing, 
in preference to that which is obscure and 
little known ; the latter has been the case 
with the Westminster Hospital, and it is 
contended that if left in its present deserted 
I situation, cut off as it now is from the 
! wealthy classes of society by the new car- 
riage-road through the Park, it will gradual- 
ly lose those supporters who live out of old 
Westminster, who will naturally trdnsfefc 
their subscriptions to hospitals, of the exist- 
ence whereof they ore daily reminded* That* 
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WeitndtUfey ftont c.nnot toppott A< fn*ti- 
tntioD even on ha present Male the following 
facta will show 

Governors tiring m Westminster and 
Pimlico, including Parliament Street and 
dll to the West 

18 Life governors have contributed 610/. 

11 Honorary governors. 

83 Annua) governors contribute 160/. 
Governors living to the east and north of 
St, James'* Park . 

83 Life governors have contributed 5460 /* 

61 Honorary governors. 

141 Annual goverhors contribute 567/. 

Of the building fund of 18,000/., 400/. is the 
Whole amount contributed by inhabitants of 
old Westminster and Pimlico. After this 
statOmebt * of facts, can it be fair that the 
parishes of St. Margaret's and St. John's 
should claim as the right of their district, 
an institution to which they contribute so 
little, and which was clearly intended by its 
founders for the benefit of the city and /tfor- 
ties of Westminster 1 

It is a fatal mistake to suppose that a 
subscription hospital should be placed in a 
very needy Neighbourhood. Not a poor 
residence is to be found within sight of St. 
George’s : few at a less distance than a 
quarter of k mile# afid no great number hearer 
than Petty France and Tothill Fields. Yet 
St. George’s has always been better tup- 
ported, afad, what is of equal importance, 
better managed than the Westminster. 
Cbatfited permanently endowed, us St. Bar- 
tholomew’s for instance, may be placed in 
any Oittration, but those which depend oh 
casual subscribers, to be flourishing, must 
be in sight. 

After much discussion and mature delibe- 
ration at two general special boards held in 
June, 1828, the Duke of Northumberland 
in the chair, an overwhelming majority came 
to the resolution, •* That it was advisable 
to remoye froth tbe present aite/* and a 
negotiation was accordingly authorised to 
tibit with the Commissioners of Woods and 
Forests for ground among the contemplated 
improvements near St. Martin's Church. 
This negotiation hasbut lately been brought 
to a conclusion, and the object of tbe special 
hoard held on tbe 7th inst. was to receive 
the treasurer's report concerning it, when 
seme gentlemen (23), by • ruse de guerre , 
attempted te pass a- resolution refusing to 
receive the treasurer’s report, after that 
gentleman has been negotiating during two 
yeattfor an object which had been sanction- 
ed at that time by a majority of 70 or 80 of 
tbe governors. 

The improvements in the neighbourhood 
of Charing Cross afford an opportunity of 
obtaining a.fite far nearer the centre of tbe 
city and liberties of Westminster tban the 
present building, and if the inttp of Lond<m 


be Cofittdted it wffl be seen ho# tery voces* 1 
■ary a large and efficient hoapital it in that 
district. By establishing the new West* 
minster Hospital in this situation, tbe reia- 
tive distances of the great hospitals will be 
more equal : the Middlesex being one mile 
from Charing Cross, St. George’s one mile 
and a quarter, St. Bartholomew’s one mile 
and a half, while the present Westminster is 
little more than half a mile from St. George’s. 

That St. George's Hospital and the West* 
minster are too near together is proved by 
this fact, that the subicriptions to tbe latter 
gradually declined as the former increased. 
St. George's was founded in 1734, in 1755 
tbe annual subscriptions to the Westminster 
amounted to 1355/., * tbe average number 
of in-patients 120, one year (1774) there 
were in the house 129 : from about this 
period tbe subscriptions declined, so thit 
from 1780 to 1820 tbe number of in-patients 
never exceeded 80, and these were main- 
tained with difficulty ‘ the present number 
is 100, tbe annual subscription 950/. 

In tbe remote and obscure part of tbe 
town where tbe Westminster Hospital is now 
placed, it is out of the reach of tbe more in- 
fluential portion of its subscribers, its affairs 
tave been consequently neglected, and its 
Welfare has been, and wHl continue to be, if 
it remain in Petty France, sacrificed to local 
interests. I think I have shown that it was 
never intended as a local infirmary for St. 
Margaret’s parish, but as a general hoapital 
for the sick and needy, more especially those 1 
Of the City ind liberties of Westminster. 

I fear 1 have already made my letter too 
long, 1 shall therefore endeavour to embody 
some of the arguments for removal under the 
following heads : — 

1. Because tbe present ifl obscure, little 
known, and in a part of the town where 
adequate support is not to be found for S 
subscription hospital. 

2. Because the necessity of a large hospi- 
tal in the present neighbourhood is super- 
seded by the increased size of St. George's* 

3. Because au opportunity now occurs of 
■lacing it more in the centre of tbe city and 
liberties of Westminster, nearer to nlne- 
tentlis of its governors, in a high road where 
the public will be constantly reminded of its 
existence, and where its benefits Will be 
extended fourfold. 

It is objected that at Charing Cross there* 
already exists an hospital. Some humane 
individuals have, it is true, seen tbe neces- 
sity of such an institution in the neighbour- 
hood of the Strand, and so apparent is tbe 
want that their efforts have been wonder- 
fully successful, but a period not to be con- 
templated must elapse before this can he- 
ft Considering the value ef money at this time, 
this wonid be equal to 4 saa of nearly WOO/. In the 
present day. 
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come an efficient hospital, and then only by 
attracting the supporters of older institu- 
tions. There is . some expectation that in 
the event of the removal of the Westminster 
Hospital, the governors of the Charing Cross 
will unite their means and energy in the 
support of one complete establishment. 
Another objection to the removal consists 
in the ground-rent to be paid for the new 
site, but arrangements will be made by which 
this will be paid, and a guarantee will be 
given to the trustees that not one shilling 
of the present funds shall ever be applied to 
this purpose. 

Motives hare been imputed to the friends 
of the removal, which are as false as they 
are unmerited, for they feel conscious that 
they are guided by such as have the real 
welfare of the industrious classes of the 
labouring community at heart ; aud they 
trust that the governors will not be biassed 
by the opinions of a patty having a local 
interest in the present site of the West- 
minster Hospital, but aid and support a 
scheme which wilt more completely fulfil 
the objects of the original founders, in the 
establishment of a truly “ public infirmary 
for the sick and wounded from all parts.” 

1 remain, dear Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 

Lionel J. Beale. 
Bedford Street, October 19, 1830. 


LIST OF THE GOVERNOR-ADVOCATES FOR 
THE REMOVAL TO CHARING CROSS. 

1 [ From a Correspondent .] 

The following list contains the names of 
the more active advocates for the removal ; 
others, though less concerned in the mea- 
sure, are disposed to give it their assent. 
It demonstrates the large proportion of pro- 
fessional gentlemen concerned, and the very 
few governors who by residing in the neigh- 
bourhood, and possessing experience of the 
wants of its poor, can be aware of the de- 
privation which the loss of the hospital will 
occasion. 

These governors who reside near, and 
who have no other object to serve than the 
good of the poor, are almost to a man op- 
posed to the removal, and feel most strongly 
the necessity of retaining the hospital in its 
present situation. 

These opponents are daily becoming more 
numerous as the measure which has so long 
been kept secret becomes better known ; 
their sense of duty to the poor of their 
neighbourhood, and avowed resolution to 
fulfil it, justify the belief that this measure 
can only be effected by its advocates pre- 
vailing upon non-resident governors (im- 
perfect judges of the merits of the question) 
to attend and you in its behalf. 


Medical Officers of the Hospital • 

Sir A. Carlisle, Langham Place. 

Sir G. Tuthill, Cavendish Square. 

G. J. Guthrie, Esq., Berkeley Street. 

Dr. Bright, Manchester Square. 

Dr. G. Hamilton Hoe, Hanover Square. 

A. White, Esq., Parliament Street, West- 
minster. 

J. Harding, Esq., Margaret Street, 
Expectants • 

Dr. Clendinning, Wimpole Street. 

F. ‘H. Thompson, Esq., New Cavendish 
Street. 

J. R. Elmore, Esq., New Cavendish Place. 
C. B. Bolton, Esq., King Street, St. James’s. 
L. Beale,* Esq., Bedford Street, Covent 
Garden. 

Recent Pupils. ' 

W. J. Casey, Esq., Great Coram Street. 

W. Gilbert, Esq., Clapham Common. 

W. Jones, Esq., Strand. 

J. K. Diogle, Esq., Brewhonse Yard, Pim- 
lico. 

H. C. Attenburrow, Esq., 1 Addresses un* 
R. Maitland, Esq., j known. 

J. Wade, Esq., Penitentiary. 

J, Seaton, Esq., Bridge Street, Westmin- 
ster. . 

T. Jones,t Esq., Strand. 

T. Aicock,i Esq., Burlington Street. 

Hon. P. P. Bouverie, acting treasurer. Hay- 
market. 

Colonel Hamilton 4 uncle of Dr. G. H. Roe, 
James Street, Westminster. 

O. Hamilton, § Esq., cousin of ditto, James 
Street, Westminster. 

W. Ayrton, Esq., James Street, West- 
minster. 

P. Cobbett, Jun., Esq., Covent Garden. 

Mr. Cope, Strand. 

J. B. Wilson, Esq., Clapham Common. 


MEDICAL OFFICERS IN THE BRITISH NAVAL 
SERVICE, OCTOBER 1830. 


Physicians 12 

Suigeous retired on full-pay 53 

Surgeons ready for active servioe 725 

Assistant-Surgeons ditto 357 

Dispensers qf hospitals 12 

Hospital mates 3 


Total 1162 


* Author of a circular signed u Spectator,” and 
occasional assistant to Mr. A. White. 

+ Relatives of past and present students, 
t Uncle of Dr. G. H. Roe. 
i Cousin of Dr. Q. H. Roe. 
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NEW SOCIETY.— NON-MEDICAL CORONER. ITS 


HINTS TO THE METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION 

OP GENERAL PRACTITIONERS. 

To the Editor of Th« Lancet. 

Sir,— A s this Society is a nucleus, around 
which it may become desirable to form many 
concentric circles, I presume the members 
will not take amiss any observations which 
may suggest themselves to one not of their 
body. As the permanence of the Society 
will depend greatly upon the excellence of 
its laws, and the number and independence 
of its members, it may be worth while to in- 
quire how far the present laws are likely to 
conduce to the attainment of the objects 
desired. 

I take the liberty of thinking that the ad- 
mission fee and the annual subscription ex- 
ceed to an unjustifiable amount the benefit 
which the Society has at present in its 
power to bestow. Another objection to the 
amount is, that as the consumption of a 
commodity is always in proportion to its 
cheapness, so the serious charge for ad- 
mission is a great obstacle to the rapid and 
extensive increase of the members of the 
association : a sum is demanded for the an- j 
nual subscription, such as would ensure a j 
comfortable support for the widow and 
orphans of a medical man, from that moat 
excellent society for die “ Relief of Widows 
and Orphans of Medical Men.” An inevita- 
ble deduction from these propositions is, 
that a great accession of numerical strength 
would ensue, were the Society to charge 
less for the purchase of an abstract idea, 
which is really all they at present offer in 
return for one guinea admission fine, and 
two guineas annually. 

It can scarcely be approved by thinking 
men j that besides demanding security from 
the secretary and collector, they forbear to 
do so from that much more responsible offi- 
cer the treasurer. Nor do I believe that the 
appointment of a solicitor can be approved ; 
as well might they have secretaries for the 
home and foreign departments ; the ap- 
pointment necessarily includes the* payment 
of a salary, and in this esse a salary in- 
cludes a sinecure ; for among attorneys 
there are no such things known is gratuitous 
services and honorary offices ; they always 
insist on a consideration. As the Society 
has no occasion for a solicitor, and as the 
gentleman who is expected to fill this Im- 
portant office is whispered to be nearly re- 
lated to one of the committee, the affair 
strongly savours of jobbing. 

The state of the medical profession is 
deplorable,* and much of tbe distress is 

* I am told by a gentleman whose opportunities 

ef knowing the fact, and whose veracity is unim- 
peachable, that a few months ago 301) medical men 
were receiving parochial relief in Leaden. 


consequent on the urgent want of a radical 
change in medical politics. Why does not 
the Society immediately endeavour to ac- 
complish it by a reasonable and spirited 
scheme of reform ? why does it not call a 
convention of the general practitioners 
throughout England, and organise a plan for 
effecting this purpose ? Unless the Society 
do this, I affirm that it is not worthy tbe 
confidence, nor deserving the support, of the 
general practitioners ; and its present mem- 
bers will be little better than coffee-drink- 
ers at a club room, instead of medical re- 
formers seeking to extricate themselves from 
s despicable tyranny and a humiliating de- 
pendence. 

Yours obediently, 

Crito. 


A NON-MBDICAL CORONER** BLUNDERS AT 
FORT8EA. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— Philander** cap seems to have so 
well fitted the head of your correspondent 
Veritas, that iu default of disproof or de- 
fence, in the irritation of his spirit, he 
roundly affirms, despite all rules of courtesy, 
that the information I had the honour to im- 
parttoyou was not 11 the truth/* Mr. Editor, 
as you were lately a candidate for the'eoro- 
nersbip of Middlesex, I conceive you are 
very competent to judge between us, from 
the evidence adduced on either side. . 

“ Sub judice lie est.” It is a digressive 
remark, 1 own, “ Domino Index/* but I can- 
not but think them evil times when dubbed 
M.D/s will spend their days in lucubrations 
about animal magnetism, instead of study- 
ing the laws of animal life, and stray, into 
the shadowy paths of necromancy, when it 
would be more consonant to their calling to 
be at work at necrotomy. 

It cannot have escaped your penetration. 
Sir, that your veracious replicant acknow- 
ledges (however inconsistent it may seem 
with his heavy charge of untruth against 
Philander), that “ a discovery ** was made 
that poor Winney was murdered, and did 
not commit suicide, as was previously sworn 
! toby the M.D/s, or meditators upon death, 
as it has been lately opined these honorary 
suffixes might import. Veritas most truly 
allows (and so did Philander), that a second 
inquest was directed by the Mayor, and 
“well and truly*’ observes, that “then 
and there/* viz., at the second inquest, after 
suicide bad been previously recorded, the 
head was found fractured, which was inad- 
vertently overlooked before, and more ex- 
tensive injury in the throat appeared than 
had been “ at first*’ suspected. Veritas and 
Philander herein coincide, which will 
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doubtap Mteahfc yon, loaraed 8ir ; but 
will not Verity who it nothing but the 
truth, agree »Uo a# to the truth of Philan- 
der’g very reasonable conclusion from the 
premises ? viz., that such pert hoc discove- 
ries fix the Bcandaium magnatum on any 
person, of whatever degree, who, in an ex- 
amination of a person who had suffered a 
violent death, should not, in the most cur- 
sory manner, have examined even the exter- 
nal part of the head, whereby an extensive 
/racture was overlooked, or only taken a 
peep, and not a survey, of the wound in the 
throat, which might happen to be the only 
injury besides. Prek pudor! But “murder 
will out, and speak with tongue of most 
miraculous orggn,” m&ugre the incompetent 
medical knowledge of coroners, or medical 
men to boot. Veritas must not, however, 
be put off bis scent for troth, though that 
faculty should play him false in cases of 
Murder. 

u Truth shall of lies detect the auctor, 

And confouod the most learned doctor.” 

Veritas pledges himself that the verte- 
*r» of the neck were n6t partially severed, 
AS Philander states. I have it again , and I 
bad it before from authority, that Veritas 
dare not dispute that the intervertebral 
cartilage was eut into, and even the verte- 
bral artery divided ; and moreover an eye- 
witness ass Area me, that the head nearly 
foil off when not supported. What shall 
we say then ? What can we any, Sir, but 
that Veritas may be very good Latin for 
truth, but is not truth itself. Veritas 
charges Philander with untruth in stating, 
that Kfe must have been nearly extinguished 
by the blow on the head before the throat 
was cut, on account of the relatively small 
effusion of blood. As a mere matter of 
foct, I refer Veritas to the same authorities 
for their concurrence in the original state- 
ment, — and shall I aay that Veritas has 
more dexterously evaded the point? then 
we wiU permit him to escape conviction of 
evading it, — which indicated that a man's 
band would not he without soil of blood, 
who had severed his own neok. With re- 
gard to the point of physiology above alluded 
to, I only advise him to visit alternately 
the slaughter of oxen after the fashion of 
Jews and Christiana respectively, and he 
will find in animals that are pithed before 
the throat is divided, the eflusion of blood 
will be much less considerable than in the 
other mode. 

It must have struck you as an instance of 1 
Veritas’s regard for truth, that he acknow- 
ledges that “ surgeon, coroner, and jury, 
were misled at the first inquest,” and 1 am 
-gratified that he has placed them in a proper 
order of sequence ss it regards their causa- 
tive influence. The coroner seems to have 
been misled by the surgeon ; sad as the jury 


were misled by the mam, m 
conclude by the logic of pommo?) sense, 
that both coroner and juror were misled by 
the surgeon, showing, what alone Philander 
designed to show, that a competent medical 
coroner would have corrected the testifying 
surgeon, and instructed sod not misled thp 
jury. Now, Mr. Editor, if your agreeable 
friend Veritas should not be satisfied, J 
have made certain excerple from the first 
and second depositions, and shall, if need 
be, exhibit them in befitting contrast ; sad 
having filled up my sheet, I shall not on 
this occasion furnish you with any opinions 
of mine, whether a hard blow with a soft 
instrument, or a soft blow with a hard one, 
may have occasioned the fracture; but of 
this more anon. Meantime 

I ana respectfully yours. 

Philander, 


CAS £8 OF GONORRHffiA 

TREATED BY THE TINCTURA LYTT/E, AND 
BI-CARBONAS SODA. 

By R, D. Forster, W.R.C.S. 

I have been lad to treat several oases of 
gonorrhoea by the tinctnra lyttae, which was 
pleasingly successful, except in three in* 
stance*, and in these it is evident, from tbs 
first case here detailed, that the cause of 
failure arose from the bicarbonate of soda 
having been united with the tincture lyttse 
in the prescriptions. The same case also 
suggested the idea that die carbonate of 
soda might be employed to relieve the pain*, 
ful, and, occasionally, dangerous symptoms 
produced by the cantbarides ; of ibis both 
coses are confirmative, the second also illus- 
trating the striking effect frequently ob- 
served in the practice here advocated. 

Case 1. — Mr. J. B., a gentleman of ro- 
bust frame, consulted me on the £4th Fe- 
bruary, in consequence of having gonor- 
rhoea ; it was the second time he had been 
similarly affected, and the symptoms being 
very mud, I should have advised the imme- 
diate use of the tinct. lyttae, but his digestive 
functions were so much disordered, as not 
to allow the use of that remedy until the 
1st of March ; at this time bis appetite was 
much improved, and anxiety (foe cause of the 
latter affection) relieved ; still from foe 
stomach not having regained its tone, there 
was a continual formation of a small quan- 
tity of acid, to correct which, foe soda in- 
troduced iu following prescription was in- 
tended ; 

Sodce carbenatit, $isa ; 

Aon# cirniammi, £iij ; 

Tfnctur# tytta, f. 5iss ; 

Jnfusi gentian# comp . f. Jiij. M. 

ft. miat. cap.4Uu.pM tqm du&hari** 
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A® mrnrnt pwiaiheloiM, or ether symp 
lemsrfsuaegvery, m$m produced. 

. Tbi# 4 pm of the lyUn, #ii|l cantianiag 
*h# *od*» w* gradually raised, until, o* the 
f£tfe March, jut was 5 *m in each mixture ; 
wfiep 5 # to %&k due# was exhibited, omit- 
ling the soda, a a 4 lb# second occasioned 
banning ejfoet#, excruciating j>ain, &c., 
which war# almost immediately relieved by 
lintf. epii, vi ui *P Mmph., $1 ▼ i »od* 
cerbeneti* £j ia linseed tea ; the discharge 
wbortiy after entirely disappeared. 

. Ca## fl^Mrs- C. W., friend #f J. B., 
£*4 gonerrbcea #1 the Mm# time* end the 
symptoms being acute, two day# were de- 
voted to the antiphlogistic treatment gens- 
yaUy necessary in tbs first affection ; the 
fallowing draughts "war# then advised ;y 

5, Tincture lyttce, ty^ xzr ; 

Tinct. cinnam . c. 3 j ; 

Af*e menthe pip., J j. M. ft, bans- 
tus ; capiat uoam ter in die. 

The last (3rd) produced severe pain, but 
J j of the carbonate of soda in cinnamon 
water gave relief; and the discharge, which 
Vas considerable, entirely disappeared the 
next day. 

Many similar cases have occurred ; bat 
wince these two, a mixture of the following 
kind is invariably given to the patient, to be 
taken soon after the pain in the loins, &c. 
come on, and which always effects the ob- 
ject of its administration s 

R Sod* carb,, 3 ij ; 

7\nct.opii t mxxg; 

Aqua cinnam. £vj. If. ft. mist, 
direction — Quarter part to be taken 
every hour until the pain, &c. are 
relieved. 

Obssrvatio 0 U.-~yihen we consider the 
total absence of disagreeable odour in the 
Jyttm, it haring little taste and no injurious 
effect on the stomach, and the certainty of 
its action, linked with the positive power 
of control!* ng- its injurious consequences 
by the bicarbonate of soda, I think there 
ia not a more efficient or convenient reme- 
dy for gonorrhoea, after the reduction of the, 
•ever# primary inflammation. 

If requested to explain the rationale at 
the fact, which constitute* die only novelty 
|n this communication, I should, with defe- 
rence to better chemists thsn myself, sup- 
pose that the substance appropriately termed 
by Dr.Ure <* Vesicatorium,” discovered by 
M. Robiquet, may form an innoxious tri- 
ple sak with the bicarbonate of soda ; but 
this matter 1 would prefer leaving to fu- 
ture observation and experiment. 

11, Middlesex Place, Oct. 11, 1830, 

. . WSWW. 


WlfllMIMflTEE MtMf 4 T. gf yr rjgyv, 
October i$,% 830. 

Tap members of the Westminster Medi- 
cal Society reamed their meeting# thi# 
evening. Or. Cranyide ip the chair* end the 
Committee entertain strong hopes that thf 
session will prove less “ stale and unprofit- 
able “ than the last. The Chairmen admo- 
nished tli# member* to exert themselves, and 
proposed several alterationa of the usual 
mode pf conducting the proceeding!, with a 
view to excite discussion *nd the relation of 
cases, but none of them were adopted, the 
member* suffering the regulation of this 
point to be referred to the Committee. Se- 
veral opinion# relative to the sense of the 
declining interest of the Society were ven- 
tured. One gentleman ascribed it to the 
broken promises of those to whose care the 
business of the evenings was confided ; 
another to the late attendance of the mem- 
hers ; a third suggested that the decline was 
particularly owing to the want of attention 
which his communications had experienced, 
while a fourth considered that those commu- 
nications were themselves the cause of the 
decline. No one suggested chut the attend- 
unco had been thiu, because there wee 
usually nothing worth hearing, and that as 
the members could not be suspected to he 
chary of publishing their discoveries, there 
was little worth hearing, because little oc- 
curred to them out of the Society worth 
communicating, which did not appear 
through some other channel. In order, 
however, that for the future there should be 
no want of topics for discussion, Dr. Gran- 
yille read the following list of subjects, as 
affording very proper matter for debate. 

The political condition of the aoience of 
midwifery, and the probable advantages 
which have resulted from the labours of (ho 
“ Obstetric Society.*' 

The medical police of this countiy, and 
the importance of electing medical men to 
the office of coroner. 

The existenoe of contagion, and the 
Gibraltar fever. 

The characters and treatment of cholera 
morbus, and appearance of that disease ia 
the south-eastern districts of Russia. 

The secondary effects of colchicum. 

The medical press of Europe, more espe- 
cially that of Great Britain. 

The advantages resulting from mediedl 
controversy,* corned on through the me- 
dium of the press. 


# v More especially/' added the speaker, M that 
which is at present waging between Drs. J tunes 
Johnson and Wilson Philip. ’ — Mem. Dr. Philip's 

last volume having been “ d d, n as for as the 

profession is concerned, the t( mysterious " portion 
of the title has been changed, and a name Adopted 
whieh H better caknfoted to « carry patients along 
with it.* 
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• The present state of the medical profes- 
sion in'England. 

In conclusion, the Chairman particular! y 
recommended that the members would al- 
ways address the President, speak only 
once, (except in explanation,) and never 
refer to the speakers by name. 

Mr. Hunt this evening related the parti- 
culars of two cases, which want of space 
prevents us from giving. They did not pre- 
sent much of novelty. 

Dr. Stewart and Mr. Chinnock were 
elected Presidents for tbe ensuing year. 


THE CHOLERA MORBUS IN RUSSIA. 

Our readers have probably perused in the 
daily papers an advertisement which has 
been put forth by the imperial government 
of Russia, offering a reward of 25,000 
roubles, in bank paper (value eleven hun- 
dred pounds sterling), for tbe best treatise 
on “ the cholera morbus,” which may be 
forwarded to the Medical Board at St. Pe- 
tersburgh, before the middle of September, 
1831. The advertisement, which at the re- 
quest of the Russian minister in this country 
was put into English by Dr. Granville, states 
that this disease, after having of late years 
committed great ravages in Asia, has within 
the last fifteen months made its appearance 
in several of the Russian provinces, and inti- 
mates that the medical faculty of that em- 
pire, knowing of no ‘‘satisfactory” medi- 
cal work on the subject, are unable to arrest 
the devastations which are committing, and 
which seem to threaten t€ the whole of 
Europe.” Moved by “ deep feelings of 
humanity,” of which, however, it seems 
that deep political feelings have got the 
upper hand,t the imperial government re- 
quests to be furnished in the sspd treatises 
with, 1st, An account of the nature of the 
disease ; 2. Of the causes which gave rise 
to it ; 3. A description of its mode of pro- 
pagation; 4. A demonstration, by experi- 
ments, whether it be communicable or not ; 
5. An indication of the measures to he taken 
for self-preservation, if contagious ; 6. Par- 
ticulars of the measures best calculated to 
^•ensure recovery. 

* The repeated use in the advertisement of 
the pronoun it, in speaking of the disease, 
instead of the noun for which that word is 
meant to he a substitute, renders it impor- 
tant that there should be some clearer un- 
derstanding as to the real noun with which 
a connexion exists in the . mind of the adver- 
tisers. •• When I see many its in a page,” 
•ays one of our soundest grammarians, “ I 
always tremble for the writer.” Our own 
fear is for the reader. “ Little words, of 


4 From those countries to the medical faculty of 
which the prize has been offered, France (is ex- 
cluded. 


great and sweeping influence, ought to be 
used with the greatest care, because errors 
in tbe using of them make such great errors 
in point of meaning.” Tbe advertisement is 
headed “ Cholera Morbus.” Treatises are 
then requested * on “ the cholera morbus.’* 
The term cholera morbus is generic ; tbe 
disease raging in Russia is particular. The 
first ** point” on which information is re* 
q aired is, <( the nature of the disease,” sig- 
nifying to common understandings the genus 
cholera. The second “ point” is “ the 
causes which gave rise to it.” To what 1 
Certainly not the cholera of any country, 
but the cholera which prevails in Russia. 
The its then run through all the other points 
but one, admitting, by a little subtlety, as 
readily of one interpretation as another. 
This one point demands the means of reco- 
very ; but recovery from the cholera of what 
climate? If from that of Russia, which 
we should suppose is intended, then to 
afford any chance of a successful competi- 
tion for the prize, about half the value of 
the premium must be risked in a journey 
abroad, and a temporary residence in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the disease. 
At a moderate calculation, fifty candidates 
might be tempted to expend five hundred 
pounds a piece, for the hope of obtaining 
eleven hundred amongst them. 

In the course of the evening some brief 
remarks, which were of considerable con- 
sequence to the subject of this prize, fell 
from Drs. Granville and Johnson. The facts 
they disclose are barely credible. 

Mr. Bacot expressed some little surprise 
at the offer of the Russian government, be- 
cause so great a body of information was 
already before the profession on the nature 
and treatment of cholera. • He particularly 
referred to a work of 700 quarto pages, pub- 
lished by the government of Madras, and 
containing a great deal of excellent prac- 
tical information on the subject, which cer- 
tainly could hardly be known to the govern- 
ment of Russia. The volume contained a 
map of the progress of the disease through 
the country downwards. 

Dr. Granville stated, that the govern- 
ment of Russia was not aware of the exist- 
ence of this, or of any other important 
practical work on cholera , or a different 
course from the one adopted would probably 
have been taken. 

Dr. Johnson said, that he bad seen Dr. 
Leydon, or Leyton, the medical agent of 
Russia who was acting on the present oc- 
casion in London, and found from him that 
the Russian faculty were not at all acquaint- 
ed with either the Madras, the Bombay, or 
the Bengal very voluminous reports. He gave 
that gentleman a list of all the works which 
had been published on the subject of cholera, 
and Dr, Leyton confessed that he had not 
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seen a fourth part of them. From Dr. Ley- 
ton’s description -pf the complaint, there ap- 
peared to be no difference between the dis- 
ease which was raging in Astrackan and 
that of the East Indies. Dr. Johnson 
thought that the Russian government would 
sot derive one particle more of evidence 
from anyone of the treatises which might be 
forwarded, than was already before the pro- 
fession. 

. Dr. Granville observed, that the state- 
ment of Dr. Leyton, with regard to the 
information possessed by the Russians, 
might be in some measure erroneous, as Dr. 
Leyton had been ruralizing in Yorkshire 
for the last fourteen or fifteen months. He 
was only now about to visit Russia again if 
bis health permitted, and could not tell but 
that all these works bad been read there. 
Perhaps, however, the government would, 
on further consideration, retract the pro- 
spectus, and announce that the premium 
would not be distributed. 

It is more than probable that the Russian 
government is totally unacquainted with the 
existence of the works in question, as, ac- 
cording to this, even their medical represen- 
tative in England is ignorant of what has 
been published. 

In consequence of the accounts which 
have reached London, amongst which is the 
following despatch from Lord Iieytesbury, 
the British ambassador at St. Petersburgh, 
the English government, it appears, have 
deemed the subject of sufficient importance 
to justify the immediate adoption of precau- 
tions against the introduction of the dis- 
order into this country ; communications 
have accordingly been addressed to the col- 
lectors and comptrollers of customs at the 
different sea- ports, desiring that the atten- 
tion of quarantine officers may be called to 
the subject, in order that the standing orders 
may be carefully enforced. 

“ St, Petersburgh, Sept. 15. 

" My Lord, — The accounts of the pro- 
gress of the cholera morbus are now becom- 
ing rather alarming. It is making rapid ad- 
vancea towards Moscow ; it is already at 
Sinebiask, Tyaritzigur, Saretaff, and Pewza. 
At Astrakhan, the governor (Nisson), and 
almost every officer of police, have perished, 
and the other deaths are at the rate of about 
one hundred daily. If the disease once 
reaches Moscow, there can be little doubt 
that it will spread to St. Petersburgh, War- 
saw, and thence into Germany. 

“ This will be much less extraordinary 
than its regular progress from Iudia to the 
Cauemsas, and thenoe into the southern 
provinces of the Russian empire. It ap- 
pears to be of a very deadly nature, and to 

No. 374. 


have all the character of the real Indian 
cholera. 

“ I have the honour to be, &c., 

“ Heytesbury. 

“ To the Right Hon. the Earl of Aber- 
deen, K. T.” 

The Tunes of Oct. 27, says, “ We under- 
stand that accounts have been received sub- 
sequently, stating that the disorder bad 
reached Moscow, where it was making 
frightful ravages. The Russian government 
is making all possible efforts to stop its pro- 
gress/* 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

October *5, 1830. 

Mr. Callaway in the Chair. 

TREATMENT OF PUERPERAL FEVER. 

The subject of the last evening’s discus- 
sion was revived at the preseut meeting, 
and the views of Dr. Whiting were rein- 
forced and recombatted. It wiU be again 
discussed on the evening of next Monday. 

As the precise mode of treating puerperal 
fever which Dr. Whiting would adopt, in 
accordance with the doctrines he had broach- 
ed, was not clearly understood, the Chair- 
man begged that gentleman to explain it. 

Dr. Whiting said, that as far as preven- 
tives were concerned he could say little, and 
but little, he conceived, was known by any 
one on tills point. That it was contagious 
he had no doubt, and he believed that if the 
attendant had that about his person which 
might be considered to be the medium of 
contagion, the patient might take the dis- 
ease. It was not necessary to its occur- 
rence that puerperal fever should be com- 
municated by a second party. It would 
undoubtedly, and sometimes did, originate 
de novo. With regard to the cure, be used 
to entertain prejudices against the antiphlo- 
gistic mode of treatment, and at one time 
avoided it; but he now conceived, as the 
result of very decided experiment, that that 
was the only mode which, in the majority of 
cases, could be successfully employed. He 
said the majority , because be believed that 
there really were some few cases in which 
depletion was not absolutely necessary, for 
the disease would, in fact, pass away spon- 
taneously ; it would run its course, and 
ultimately disappear of its own accord. The 
truth was, that under any treatment it could 
not be stopped. Antiphlogistic means would 
tend to facilitate this, but no treatment 
would, of itself, perform a cure. There was 
this distinction between common inflamma- 
tion and puerperal fever, or erysipelas of 
internal membranes (the same being equally 
true of erysipelas of the skin), that the 
N 
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former could be decidedly stopped by anti, 
phlogistic measures, — by measures which 
would put down and keep down the heart's 
action, while the latter could be subdued 
by no such means. A patient with erysi- 
pelas of the skin might be bled to syncope, 
without stopping its progress ; the erysipe- 
las would stiU spread. All that could be 
done in this, and all that could be done iu 
puerperal fever, the danger of which was 
much increased by its being Sn internal 
erysipelas, was to mitigate the inflamma- 
tion. It would run its course, but the miti- 
gation by antiphlogistic means assisted the 
inflammation to stop before it arrived at such 
a height as to destroy life. Such being the 
fact, it was important for them to observe 
on what principle those means should be 
conducted. This principle was not that of 
reducing the patient on the instant. If the 
position was correct, that the inflammatory 
process, the erysipelatous attack, could not 
be stopped , but would only yield of its own 
accord, depletion could do no further good 
than to mitigate its severity; it might re- 
duce the energy of the system, by the aid 
*f which the disease might ultimately sub- 
side. The careful and judicious employ- 
ment, then, of antiphlogistic measures, was 
the desiderable course, and amongst those, 
bloodletting would be found to be the most 
Important. Now lie was convinced, that if 
gentlemen did nothing more even than read 
those authors who had written on the sub- 
ject, they could come to no other conclusion 
than that the antiphlogistic, and not the op- 
posite, was the proper plan ; but if they did 
this, and also saw cases of true puerperal 
fever, they could not possibly fail to become 
disciples. In connexion with bloodletting, 
the treatment hq adopted was the adminis- 
tration of the tartrate of antimony and calo- 
mel. Of the antimony, his practice was, 
to give just enough to preserve a Constant 
slight sickness at the stomach ; the quantity, 
therefore, was regulated by its effects. He 
began, perhaps, with half a grain, and fol- 
lowed this up with another half or a quar- 
ter of a grain, as the purpose seemed to 
require. The* calomel he commenced with 
three grains, in conjunction with opium, to 
allay the irritability of the system, aud kept 
up the dose to the production and sustain- 
ing of a soreness of the gums. By this 
treatment he had cured two as decided 
cases of malignant puerperal fever (those 
referred to on the last evening) as he ever 
saw. The great fault with practitioners 
was, that they had generally bled too indis- 
criminately in the latter stages, when that 
course was tried, and destroyed the power 
which wts necessary to sustain life until 
the inflammation stopped. 

Mr. Callaway here observed, that he 

did not exactly see in what this treatment 


differed from that employed in common peri* 
tonitis. 

Dr. Whiting replied that the difference 
was essential. In common peritonitis it 
was usual to bleed and prescribe the tart.emet. 
in large quantities, with a view to stop the 
inflammation at ooce ; but it was to be borne 
in mind that this disease would proceed, iu 
spite of remedial agents; the antiphlogistic 
means, therefore, should be so managed, 
that the energies of the system might be 
preserved, eventually to work out the cure. 

On the whole, the members were not 
satisfied with this plan of treatment, bat 
their objections were confined to tho simple 
expression of dissent, and need not, there- 
fore, be detailed. One or two references 
also were made by Dr. Whiting to authors 
in support of his views, the justice of which 
being questioned, we refrain from quoting 
them, as their apposition to the question re- 
quired to bo further shown. 

%* In our last report. Dr. Whiting is 
stated to have attended a patient, to . whom 
he referred, in child-bed * Dr. Whiting does 
not practice midwifery, and the statement, 
therefore, was erroneous. Mr. Oldiog was 
the accoucheur. 
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To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — In a letter addressed u to the 
General Practitioners of the United King- 
dom,” through the medium of The Lancet, 
on the 9th instant, the writer submits sun- 
dry queries respecting the Metropolitan 
Society of General Practitioners, to which 
you were pleased to subjoin an appeal that 
places the explanation to my account. If I 
have been wanting in promptness to your 
correspondent, or been deficient in respect 
for your assurance of my rea<Jy courtesy to 
him, by delaying to reply, I request it may 
be attributed to a sense of my duty to the 
Committee , before whom I considered it in- 
cumbent on me to bring the subject. And 
now, not having obtained authority from 
the Committee to answer the questions pro- 
pounded, I can only Teply, that as an indi- 
vidual merely of that body, I dare not under- 
take to interpret its intentions unadvisedly. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

James Scott. 

Regent Street, Oct. 26 . 
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London , ScUurday , Oct • 50, 1850. 

Alaunxd at the portentous aspect tad 
convulsive changes of the times, the fsl- 
lows of the College of Physicians already 
exhibit tokens which indicate pretty clearly 
that the downfal of their dynasty is fast 
approaching. Bullies and cowards, who 
deem themselves in danger, may ever be 
recognised by their often-repeated and 
boisterous threats directed against their 
pursuers. Destitute of real, solid power, 
they have recourse to artifice for protection. 
They elevate their empty heads, move 
pompously, raise the arm minaciously, and 
assume the stern countenance of confidence 
and integrity. Thus it is with tha College 
of Physicians. Existing in n piece of old 
mildewed parchment, and not in the hearts 
of the profession, possessing the parapher- 
nalia of tides, dignities, and power, and yet 
holding no place in the confidence or esti- 
mation of the great mass of the beat-informed 
members of the community, their threats 
are about as wise as the antics of the fool 
who shook his bells in order to attract the 
attention of the bystanders. Experience 
seems to be entirely useless to the indivi- 
duals who bold the reins of government in 
this body. Their perceptive faculties appear 
to be directed backwards, and their learned 
researches to reach no further than the year 
1500. In die aggregate, always inferior in 
talent to the great body of practising physi- 
cians in this country, and lamentably desti- 
tute of opportunities for exhibiting the little 
dull (hey have possessed, nothing short of 
infatuation, or the most blind conceit, could 
have stimulated the “ fellows ” to maintain a 
monopoly, virtually injurious to the private 
interests, and nominally and really obnoxious 
to the feelings, of the rest of their profes- 
sional brethren. In the estimation of these 
extraordinary gentlemen, the numberless mi- 


series which fellow in Use brain of poverty, 
are nothing in comparison with the pleasure? 
derivable from an exclusive title. They 
discover in the characters—'* Fellow of the 
London College of Physicians,*’ ample re- 
compense for empty coffers, unfurnished 
larders, and diaphanous decanters. They 
appear a# though they lived, moved, and 
had their being, by title . The universities 
in which they study, have neither hospitals 
nor dissecting-rooms— are destitute of the 
materials for acquiring even the elements of 
medical science ; but no matter ; their medi- 
cal accomplishments are vastly superior to 
those of all other physicians in the universe; 
and as for the surgeon in general practice, 
they cannot aven think of his pursuits at 
leu than a falcon height. The smell of 
rhubarb is fatal to them ; the bare sigty of 
a pestle and mortar would produce the hor- 
rors, and drive them stfrk staring mad* 
Thair conceit is unique, and, like Narcissus, 
the only pursuit (an extraordinary one, cer 
tainly, for such high-minded soqlp) which 
appears to yield them any enjoyment, is that 
of viewing their own " exclusive ” beauties 
and perfections. 

“ Pride hath no other glass 
To show. itself, but pride', for nipple knees 
Fee4 arrogance, and are the premd nan's nn. M 
So says Shakspesre ; and the College, in 
the person of their President, have split 
this axiom into two. In short, they are 
liberal in commerce, if not in science ; and 
Sir Henry Halford, pushing the reciprocity 
system to the extreme ; unwearied and inde- 
fatigable in proffering the great man*s com- 
pliment, the genuflexion fee, be has received, 
in the way of barter, an immense weight of 
a metal, which, could it be more generally 
procured, would be very frequently em- 
ployed by practitioners in medicine. A 
flexible knee, a supple back, and a cour- 
tier’s head, have enabled Sir Henry Halford 
to carry on a thriving trade, and to “ boo ’* 
liis pretensions into the Palace, and into 
almost every nobleman's mansion in the 
kingdom* Hie influence in the Palace in 
NS 
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not inferior to his power' in the College ; 
president at Pall-mall East, and royal 
V bulletin” signer and medical caterer at 
Windsor, he obtained from his present 
Majesty, and filled up without opposition or 
remonstrance from his spiritless colleagues, a 
carte blanche for the “ ordinary ” and “ ex- 
traordinary” personages who were to consti- 
tute the royal medical staff. The list made 
up by his selection on that occasion, we shall 
one day employ as a key to unlock, and lay 
open to public view, a few of the peculiar 
springs which have usually regulated Sir 
Henry’s public conduct. Thus much we 
may now say, that the physicians of England 
are not his debtors. If the wheel of for- 
tune turn but to benefit the president of the 
College, how fares it with the’ fellow si 
Sadly indeed ; unless universal neglect and 
contempt are equivalent to public respect 
and confidence. . If these gentlemen could 
but estimate their self-importance some- 
what less erroneously, there might be hope 
of reformation ; but,. half blinded by conceit, 
they are unable, even transiently, to discern 
what is constantly obvious to every other 
member of the profession, namely,- their 
present powerless, miserable, ludicrous, po- 
sition as a chartered corporation. What 
are the privileges of which they can boast 1 
That of demanding by virtue of their 
“ charter,” that no physician, if he be not a 
graduate of Oxford or Cambridge, shall 
practise in London, without one of their 
licenses. Hence they every now and then 
resort to the fool’s play of citing their supe- 
riors to an examination ; an examination in- 
capable of conferring dignity,and insufficient 
for the detection of incompetency. They 
arrogate to themselves the exclusive manage- 
ment of the funds and general affairs of the 
College, and limit the elective franchise to 
their own keeping. We had well nigh 
fbrgotten another privilege, and the by-law 
which concedes it is entirely,jexclusively of 
their own manufacture. It is, that every 
** fellow” of the College who shall meet 


in consultation any physician who may not 
be recognised by the charter and by-laws 
of the College, shall forfeit, for each offence, 
five pounds. This by-law applies, amongst 
others, to the graduates of the University 
of Edinburgh. N ow it is pretty well known 
that we have no very great partiality for the 
Scotch Colleges, but it would be disgraceful 
for us to withhold the fact, that those who 
became “ fellows” of the London College of 
Physicians, until within a very short period, 
were indebted to the medical schools of 
Edinburgh for whatever knowledge they 
possessed of medical science. 

Are the privileges, which we have just 
enumerated, consonant with the claims and 
dignities of a learned and liberal body 1 
The bare mention of a national college , we 
understand, has set the whole .corporation 
in commotion ; and vengeance, with renew- 
ed fury, is threatened against Jtha contuma- 
cious “ independent ” physicians ; that is, 
against those graduates of, Edinburgh and 
other universities, who, in defiance of the 
charter and the by-laws, practise in London 
without a license obtained from the College 
in Pall Mall East. It would afford us sin- 
cere pleasure to see this respectable Collage 
step once more into the arena of a court of 
law to enforce. the penalties against the non 
permissi . Discussion, we apprehend, has 
no agreeable sounds for them, and it were 
now far too hazardous a measure to com- 
mit to Newgate for “ contempt.” Public 
feeling is rather different to what it was in 
1703 ; but even then, the poor College fairly 
got its right arm broken, while outatretched 
in its effort to grasp after the foul fruits of 
monopoly. It is right that the profession 
should know, it is right that the independent 
physicians should know, it is right that the 
surgeons and apothecaries should know, 
that the College of Physicians, in the year 
1703, prosecuted an apothecary for visiting 
and prescribing for a patient, and actually 
obtained a verdict for the penalties ; but the 
apothecary, the spirited, the undaunted apo- 
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tbefeary, Mr/ Rote, to whose memory a scribing o( medicines to be compemtdod by 
monument ought now to be erected, tried the apothecaries , and in to far superintend- 
the question in parliament upon a writ of mg the proceedings of the surgeon as to aid 
error, and obtained a splendid victory, as his operations by prescribing what is ne« 
the judgment in the court of law was com* cessary to the general health of the patient, 
pletely set aside. The College in this in* and for the purpose of counteracting any 
stance, by indulging their spirit of monopoly internal disease .” Insolence ! ' Why the 
to the very letter of the law in that vile practice of physicians of the present day, 
statute which they still hold, lost for ever consists in lamenting that they havenodis- 
all power over English apothecaries and ease for which to prescribe. Although 
their concerns, with the single exception of physicians, merely because they practise 
being still empowered to enter their houses as pure physicians, are now confessedly 
and examine their medical preparations, a without patients, they still insist upon 
right “ more honoured in the breach than their exclusive right to prescribe remedies 
the observance.” Had it not been for the for internal diseases, and even for the gene- 
noble and spirited resistance of Mr. Rose to ral health, when that is affected by the pro- 
the unprincipled and grasping tyranny of grass of external disease. They vaunt not 
the College, there might not have been in quite so much as formerly of their superior 
the British dominions, even at the present medical education, as the fallacy of that pre- / 
hour, a single dispensing surgeon. tension has been completely and usefully 

The author of “ The Laws relating to the exposed in the pages of this Journal. They 
Medical Profession,” observes in his pre- have changed their ground; it has become 
face, that be could not “ dismiss his pages fashionable with them to reprobate the “ un- 
without acknowledging bis obligation, for necessarily” high charges made by surgeons 
much valuable information, to Dr. Mac- for operations, and the * unnecessarily” large 
micbael, lately the registrar of the College quantities of medicines sent in by apothe- 
of Physicians.” It certainly affords us caries. Thus the practice of the physician is 
pleasure to find that Mr. Will cock was sue- represented as being more pure, more gen- 
cessful in such a quarter in his search after tlemanly, more honourable, than that of sur- 
knowledge, for if the various published geons or of apothecaries. Indeed, the sys- 
wri tings attributed to Dr. Macmichael really tern of the apothecary is denounced as one of 
came from bis pen, he is the last person to cupidity and imposture, as one founded in 
whom we should have applied for informs- deception and fraud, leading, in fact, to direct 
tion on the subject of medical legislation, plunder. Check the strong current of your 
Dr. Macmichael, at all events we believe, virtuous indignation for one moment, worthy 
could not look upon any laws that were fa- doctors l Pause awhile, gentle and amiable 
vourable to surgeons or apothecaries, other- physicians l We must ask you a question, 
wise than through an obnoxious medium. Was it never suggested to your sagacious 
He was an appropriate registrar for the minds that a physician can pay an “unneces- 
royal “ bulletin” signer, and appears to eary” visit, write an “unnecessary” prescrip- 
have macerated .all his life in a tinctura tion, such as “rep. med.,” or extract an* un- 
aristocratica . To some such genius, Mr. necessary” fee from the pocket of his deluded 
Willcock, we suppose, is indebted for the patient 1 Oh dear! “How infamous in 
following piece of information : — “ The The Lancet to allude to such things ! ” 
practice of the physician is universally un- Not at all. The “ unprincipled and plun- 
derstood, as well by their college as by the dering practices of apothecaries ” have long 
p ublic, to be properly confined to th opre- since been loudly bruited abroad by physi- 
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cians, and why should not apothecaries pro- until tbe merit? tnd defects of tbe existing 
mulgate the truth concerning their calumnia- corporations shall hate been fully discussed, 
torsi Physicians are not upon principle, We may state, however, en passant , that 
probably, very strongly opposed to the the plan is exceedingly simple, and found- 
plundering ” system, and their hostility, ed entirely upon two great principles— 
•uch as it is, arises only from a dread equality of titlb, and equality 'or 
lest they should not have all the booty right. 
to themeeives# They bitterly reproach Ml " 1 ■ ||1 " 1 

an apothecary who can presume to make In another part of this Journal will be 
his patient pay one shilling and six-pence found a report of an inquest held last week 
for « “.meeeMMy ” draught, because, on the body of , Mr . Kinnear. Of the de. 
being m undignified character, the mia- fancies of non medical coroners it is now 
deed i* enormous ; but a physician who unnecessary to speak, and we do not allude 
take, one dosen or one hundred “ nnnecea- (0 the proce edinga even for the purpose of 
•ary” fees is guilty of no immorality at all. repr obatin S the unjustifiable and senseless 
The renality of the deed is shielded by the hegitot!on of tbe coroner in direct j ng the 

high reputation and collegiate tide of the examination Of the body. But we wish for 
misdoer. The web of the lew is only 0 ne moment to call the attention of the pro- 
•tn»$ enough for small flies, and “great fegsion , 0 the re p 0 rt of the medical gentle- 
aenhare but little sins.” Tbe title of doctor men , vho attended tIie inspec- 

ts now the lest hold which physicians hare )ion> and if the examination were conduct- 
npon the public mind | and upon that ground ed „ aloyenly and care iessly, as the report 
it is hoped that all qualified English prac- ia wrltten loosely ^ i naccurate ly, it might 
titionw. will soon meet upon eqnsl terms, M we ll have been aroided altogether. Death, 
There exists* no desire to bring drum the we we toId> wa8 prodac ed by “the rup- 
“ doctor," but it is high time that tbe ture of .blood-vessel on the stomach,” and 
M general practitioner, by taking hit pro* tbat 80m6 thirteen or fourteen ounces of the 
per tide, ehould be elevated to that rank blood lbat bad esci iped, were found in the 
which his talents and utility so pre-eminent- right and left caTiUea of tbe tIl0rax . Now , 
ly endde Urn to maintain. That many of. asaum i D g tbat .« „„•> ia ( in a ee d it must be) 
the fellows and licentiates of the College a misprint for in, we cry mercy ! and ask, 
are men of splendid prefessiooal tnd lite- in wbat manaer blood, poured int0 tbe al0 . 
rary attainments, wo trill hot deny ; but macbj made its way into the bags of the 
m a body of practitioners, they must in pleuKe Ib requiring from Dr. Patterson 
medics! acquirements he content to rank and , be otber gent lemen an answer to this 
for below the majority of dispensing sor- q ueat ion, we take this opportunity of thank- 
geona. I. this College of Physicians then j ng j be Doctor for the earnestness and per- 
entided to the sttpjmrt or confidence of the tinacy with which he insisted upon the ne- 
profiseawn t If not, let us unite all our ce ssity of examining the body, 
energies in raising a NATIONAL COL- 
LEGE OF MEDICINE, whi<*h shall com- ■ 

mend respect and admiration throughout the W b readily insert the letter of Mr. Mor- 

acientific world. son in generous vindication of his friend, 

Many oorrespondents express great ant- Mr. Bowen , but the Writer should have 
ietv for the development of the scheme of borne in mind that, whatever animosity 
tbe intended College, but we think it will might have existed in the minds of rivals, 
be a pore -prudent team te withhold it, it was not malignity that forcibly tote off 
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the arms of the foetus. The practice of 
Mr. Bowen in the case in question was 
utterly indefensible, and the correspondence 
on the subject had better terminate. We 
ihould like, however, to he furnished with 
ike names of the three “ lecturers on mid- 
wifery/’ who are said to have approved of 
the treatment of Mr. Bowen. Their nsmes 
ought to be inscribed in conspicuous charac- 
ters over every mantlepiece in the country. 


WS8TMINST1B HOSPITAL. 

At a general meeting of the governors 
on Wednesday last, it was decided by a 
majority of sixty-two to twenty-seven, that 
the building should not be erected at Char- 
ing Cross. A ballot was demanded. The 
longer we contemplate the scheme for the 
“removal,” the more does it assume the 
appearance of a job. 


A Treatise on the Mineral Waters of Har- 
rogate and its Vicinity . By Adam Hun- 
ter, M.D., &c. London : Longman. 18S0. 
pp. 138. 

Further thatfthe analysis of the springs is 
concerned, the medicsl profession can attach 
butlittle importance to any treatise of this de- 
scription ; there is, however, a vast number 
of curious invalids, and amateurs in thera- 
peutics, who thirst earnestly for every in- 
formation on the subject. To gratify, to a 
certain extent, the appetite of this interest- 
ing class of persons, we present them with 
a summary notice of the present publica- 
tion. 

As Dr. Hunter has afforded us a new and 
elaborate analysis of the “ old sulphur ” 
welt, and of eome other springs of more 
questionable efficacy, we shall select his re- 
sults in the most remarkable instance. We 
phatt also quote his mode of analysis of the 
gases contained in the former, as a fair spe- 
cimen of . his ingenuity and adroitness in 
chemical manipulation. It is true that he 
cannot lay claim to novelty in design, and 
that his execution is xrot totally free from 
error $ still, as an example of the practical 


me rarrogate waters, m 

application of analytic science, we think bif 
investigation deserves considerable pastes. 

“ To separate the gaseous contests of the 
water, four pints were boiled in a glass re- 
tort with slips of platins, notil the quantity 
of gas received eeased to inoreaee. 

“ It was received in a narrow vessel, over 
a small portion of water, in preference to 
mercury, on account of the. action of sul- 
phuretted hydrogen on that metal. 

“ It measured seventeen cubio inches, sg 
the temperature of 60°, equal to thirty-four 
inches per gallon. A tube, graduated into 
hundredths of a cubio inch, was filled with 
and transferred to a bottle containing car- 
bonate of lead, diffused in a small quantity 
of water ; on agitation an absorption took 
place, amounting to 46 of a cubic inch, or 
15.64 inches, from the gases contained in % 
gallon. 

“ The residual gas was treated In the 
same manner with liquid potash ; the ab* 
sorption was 8 per cent, of the gas originally 
operated on, or 2.79 cubio inobes from tbs 
gases in a gallon. 

“ The method of geseoua analysis by sb* 
sorption, is decidedly superior to the forma- 
tion of precipitates ; some sources of error 
are common to both; but the quantity of 
precipitate from the gas yielded by a mode- 
rate quantity of water is so minute, that 
very small errors, during the several pro- 
cesses of formation, collection, washing, 
drying, and weighing, have a material in- 
fluence on the quantity of gaa denoted by 
the final result. A loss or increase of one- 
hundredth of a grain on the carbonate of 
lime, produced in operating on e pint and 
half of water, would give rise to an error 
of one cubio inch in the calculation for « 
gallon. The eudiometrical method, which 
was pursued, is short, easy, and susceptible 
of great precision ; an error in the carbonic 
acid of two whole divisions of the tube, 
would scarcely affect by half e cubic inch 
the quantity in a gallon. 

“ The proportion of gas, 46 per cent, 
which was not absorbed by carbonate of lead 
or by petssb, was mixed with twice its bulk 
of oxygen, and exploded by the electrio 
spark. On agitation with potash after the' 
explosion, 60 measures were absorbed; 
one-third of this diminution was carburetted 
hydrogen gas ; vi t. JO per cent., or 6.8 eu- 
bio inches per gallon. The residual gas, 
26’ per cent., was added to a mixture of 
oxygen gas, with more than twice its bulk 
of hydrogen ; the diminution nfter explosion 
wss exactly three times the oxygen intro- 
duced, showing the total absence of oxygen 
in the gases from the water. This portion 
of gas J6 per cent*, or 8.84 cubic inches pet 
gallon, may be considered as asote/* 

We do not thihh it necessary to notice bis 
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method of aiulysing the fluid itself. The 
result? are aa follows 

« By calculation from these data, the 
water of the Old Well is found to contain, 
in an imperial gallon : — 

Sulphuretted hydrogen 15.64 cubic inches. 

Carbonic acid 2.72 

Carburetted hydrogen 6.8 
Azote 8.84 

Which are given out in the gaseous form 
on boiling. 

Remaining in the water 

Chloride of sodium 867.2 grains. 

Chloride of calcium 87.2 

Chloride of magnesium . . 42.4 

Bicarbonate of soda 20.” 

The gaseous analysis contains one re- 

markable error, by which the. quantity of 
carbonic acid must be estimated at too high 
a rate. Dr. Hunter does not seem to have 
remembered that carbonate pf lead evolves 
carbonic acid when agitated with sulphu- 
retted hydrogen. In fact, not a particle of 
this gas can be absorbed without a corre- 
sponding evolution of carbonic acid from 
the carbonate of lead. The extent of the 
mis-statement, which must have been the 
result of oversight, may, therefore, be rea- 
dily perceived. 

His vieifrs respecting the origin of the 
sulphuretted hydrogen, are, to a certain ex- 
tent, original, and, we believe, correct. It 
is a subject which has puzzled many expe- 
rimentalists, but Dr. Hunter certainly con- 
tributes much to its elucidation. 

* f In reflecting upon this subject, in con- 
nexion with the analysis, I am almost con- 
vinced that the sulphuretted springs acquire 
their impregnation in passing through the 
thick stratum of shale already mentioned. 
It bars been satisfactorily proved by experi- 
ment, that sulphate of soda, dissolved in 
water, is decomposed under some circum- 
stances by vegetable matter; the water 
yields oxygen to the carbon of vegetables, 
forming carbonic acid, part of which, with 
the soda formerly in the state of sulphate, 
constitutes carbonate of soda, and the re- 
mainder is found in the state of gas. The 
hydrogen of the same portion of water, and 
the sulphur from the sulphuric acid, form 
sulphuretted hydrogen. If we suppose that 
the carbon of carbonaceous shale performs 
the same office, it will account for the pro- 
duction of the sulphuretted hydrogen, and 
the carbonic acid gases. And it deserves 
to be mentioned, in corroboration of this 
view, that those springs at Harrogate which 
yield most sulphuretted hydrogen, contain 


no sulphates, while in those in which, from 
the absence of that gas, such a process 
has evidently not taken place, the sulphates 
abound.” r 

Dr. Hunter's object throughout the trea- 
tise, is evidently rather to render it a safe 
popular companion, than an efficient substi- 
tute for medical attendance : he fills his 
pages with the romance, and the history, 
rather than the science, of water medicine ; 
and having seasoned his details with lively 
local descriptions and chemical episodes, he 
has produced a little book aptly calculated 
to increase his district reputation, and even, 
in some particular points, to extend hie 
general celebrity. As far as Hsrrogate is 
concerned, ye earnestly trust that this vo- 
lume will effectually supplant the numerous 
and deadly manuals of empiricism which 
infest the hypochondriac's library. Dr. Hun- 
ter has advanced nothing which can injure, 
but much that may materially benefit, the 
non-professional peruser. More than this 
it is unnecessary to advance in his com- 
mendation. 


A Demonstration of the Nerves of the 
Human Body. By Joseph Swan. Lon- 
don: Longman and Co. 1830. Elepb. 
folio. Four Plates. Parti. 

Many of our readers are p^bably aware, 
that Mr. Swan has bestowed much time and 
attention upon the anatomy of the nerves, 
and that the Collegial prizes for 1825, and 
1828, were adjudged to his dissected pre- 
parations. The present work is intended to 
consist chiefly of engravings taken from 
those preparations, and the part before ns 
contains the ganglia and ramifications of the 
sympathetic, in the bead, neck, and thorax. 

The author commences with a few obser- 
vations on the sympathetic nerve, which 
afford little or no information that may not 
be found in most anatomical works, with the 
exception of the following statements, which' 
we cannot pass over without comment. 
After describing " the ganglia of a healthy 
subject” as “ firm, nearly white, or pearly, 
and without blood-vessels,” and as having a 
somewhat pulpy appearance when divided, 
&c., he observes, 

<c After a minute examination, a ganglion 
appears in the following manner ; for in- 
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■tanee, the termination of the splanchnic 
nerve divides into an infinity of ramifications, 
which become entirely blended in the sub- 
stance of the semilunar ganglion, tbe nerves 
afterwards arising from tbe ganglion are 
4 seen first in its substance, as very minute 
white streaks, and these collecting iuto 
threads, join together to form brauches to 
be distributed to the viscera. The struc- 
ture of the other ganglia of the sympathetic, 
appears nearly the same as that of the semi- 
lunar ; the branches proceeding from these 
begin in a similar manner, and on approach- 
ing the spinal nerves, separate into minute 
threads, and become incorporated with their 
fibrils.** 

Now, in the first place, the ganglia of the 
sympathetic, according to our own obser- 
vation, and the statements of all the anato- 
mical writers with which we are acquainted, 
are not of a white or pearly, but areddisb- 
broton, or reddish-grey colour, and they are 
not generally considered as firm, but soft: 
in the second place, the semilunar ganglion 
or ganglia, being formed in a somewhat dif- 
ferent manner from the other ganglia, often 
bearing more resemblance to a plexus, 
ought not to have been chosen as a specimen 
of the whole ; and, thirdly, the structure de- 
scribed, though more perceptible, perhaps, 
in the ganglion in question than in the rest, 
is not universally admitted, and cannot at 
all events be demonstrated without great 
difficulty, whereas the author has stated it 
as a plain, undisputed, fact, and as though it 
were cognizable by any ordinary observer. 

The commencement of the sympathetic 
nerve he considers to be from the superior 
cervical ganglion, and not from the sixth 
cerebral nerve, since, in some animals, the 
communication with tbe latter is very small, 
and, in others does not exist; the ascending 
filaments commuoicating chiefly with the 
gasserian ganglion, with respect to which 
he observes, 

*< On immersing the first cervical gan- 
glion of the sympathetic of a sheep, and the 
gasseriau ganglion with a portion of its 
nerves in a solution of potassa, the cervical 
ganglion and its branches became quite 
transparent, and proceeded with the same 
appearance to their connexion with the 
gasserian ganglion ; this was white, and 
therefore had the branches proceeded from 
it to the first cervical ganglion of the sym- 
pathetic, these would have been white also. 
It may, therefore, be fairly concluded, that 
these were passing from the sympathetic to 
the gasserian ganglion / 1 


la $ 

Without pretending to deeide the point, 
we will only observe, that this experiment 
does not appear to ns to be by any means 
conclusive. In order to make it so, it must 
be shown that tbe minute branches of the 
fifth pair are not liable to be acted on by tbe 
alkaline aolution, which we imagine it would 
be rather difficult to do. 

On the rest of Mr. Swan’s wotk, it is un- 
necessary for us to offer any observations, 
as it consists of little more than a mere 
description of the plates. We therefore 
pass on to the latter, which, we regret to 
state, are not such as might have been ex- 
pected from the splendour, size, and priee 
of the work. The engraving, though not 
first-rate, is hardly to be complaiued of, 
since, is far as the engraver was concerned, 
every-thing is well and clsarly shown; the 
fault lies with the draughtsman, who having 
probably no knowledge of anatomy, has com- 
mitted several errors so conspicuous, that we 
wonder they were not at once observed and 
corrected by the author. These errors occur 
chiefly in the first plate, to which we shall 
confine our remarks. Here the spheno- 
palatine ganglion, instead of being distinct 
from the superior maxillary nerve, or second 
branch of the fifth pair, and connected with 
it by two or more short filaments, is repre- 
sented as a short stem or trunk branching 
out from it without any intervening space 
whatever. The hypoglossal nerve is repre- 
sented as a branch of the pneumogastric, 
given off more than an inch below tbe mas- 
toid process, the latter nerve appearing be- 
fore, as well as after this division, as a single 
round chord. This is surely wrong, for 
although the two nerves are for some dis- 
tance closely united, and contained in a 
sheath of dense cellular tissue, they do not 
appear exactly as a single nerve, and ought, 
at all events, not to have been shown as 
such in the present instance, where the 
dissection has been carried to a great extent, 
and where the ascending filaments of the 
superior cervical ganglion, which are con- 
tained in the same sheath, are distinctly 
seen. The same nerve is also represented 
as gradually increasing in size after it has 
crossed the external carotid, so that where 
it passes behind the submaxillary gland, it 
is more than twice as large as where it has 
just given off the ramus descendens. The 
facial or external maxillary artery is repre- 
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tented li large m the trunk of (he external 
carotid, after the origin of the occipital, 
though, even this is rather too large. The 
root of the third branch of the nervus trige- 
minus, appears nearly as laTge as the sciatic 
item, and some of the other nerves and 
vessels, as well as all the ganglia, are cer- 
tainly larger, in proportion to the other parts, 
than we have ever observed them. With 
the exception of these errors, and a few 
others of the same kind, but of less import- 
ance, the plates are very clear and accurate, 
and are far superior to any others on the 
subject, with the exception of Walter’s, 
which, however, do Hot include the nerves 
of the head, neck, or upper part of the 
thorax. 


The Anatomy of the Human Body , illus- 
trated by 158 Plates , taken partly from 
the most celebrated Authors , partly from 
Nature. By Andrew Fyfs, F.R.C.S.E. 
Black, Edinburgh ; and Longman and Co., 
London. 1830. Description 8vo. pp. 233. 
Plates 4to. 

Of the present edition of this miserable 
performance, which is still worse than the 
original one, and appears to be a mere trad- 
ing job, we can hardly speak in terms of suf- 
ficient reprobation. Not only are the draw- 
ings and engravings of the lowest grade of 
art, but the plates are full of the most ab- 
surd blunders and misrepresentations, so 
that it is impossible to guess at the meaning 
of some of them, and others might rather be 
considered as fancy sketches , than as copies 
from nature. Where the whole is so utterly 
bad, it would be useless to waste our time 
aud apace iu pointing out particular faults; 
We shall only, therefore, observe, in conclu- 
sion, that there is scarcely a plate which 
would be more instructive to the student 
than a tolerable description, and there are 
ihany which would either completely puzzle 
him, or lead him into the grossest errors. 


MEDICAL PROMOTIONS IN THE ARMY. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — Considering the very great and 
well-merited influenca/whieh your valuable 
Journal has acquired with the public, I am 


always sorrywhen any statement*, favouring 
more of personal feeling than public good, 
are admitted into its pages. Of this nature 
I consider a letter in your last Number 
from Some discontented medical officer, and 
perhaps one too (were his merits inquired 
into) little deserving of favour or promotion. 
Sir James M'Grigormav have his partialities 
and favourites in the department, and who, 
in his situation, at the bead of a large public 
department, would not l “ But let the devil 
have his due.” Sir James M'Grigor had no 
more to do with the promotion of the gen- 
tleman whose name is so improperly intro- 
duced by your correspondent than you had ; 
and as the circumstances connected with 
that promotion are so highly honourable to 
all concerned, I think they ought to bo 
generally known. 

Mr. Jemmett is a gentleman of the high- 
est literary and professional attainments, 
of the most amiable and accomplished man- 
ners, and of the highest character. He 
is the only son of a gentleman who has 
spent more than thirty years in the King’s 
service, and immediately about the person 
of his Majesty, with a devotednesa and assi- 
duity that have seldom been equalled, and 
which 1 am sure are duly appreciated where 
they ought to be. Mr. Jemmett, after com* 
pie ting hit medical education, entered the 
army, nearly six years ago, as an hospital 
mate, and was afterwards removed to the 
12th dragoons as an assistant-surgeon. He 
had served fully the time specified by the 
regulations ; aud, Sir, was it not natural, 
aye and reasonable, that be should try to- 
get promotion as soon as he was eligible! 
and does it not say much for the kind affec- 
tion and goodness of heart, the generous 
and noble conduct of the exalted master, 
that could gladden the heart of a faithful 
servant, by what he knew would give tho 
greatest joy to him as a parent, while, at 
the same time, it was rewarding merit sel- 
dom to be met with l In fact, Sir, his Ma- 
jesty's commands were conveyed to Sir 
James M‘G rigor, and in a manner that left 
him only obedience ; and all who know Mr. 
Jemmett will agree with me in thinking the 
service is honoured by his promotion. Your 
correspondent ought to know that the length 
of time a map may have been permitted to 
receive his Majesty’s pay, often affords hut 
a very negative claim to further promotion, 
and 1 defy the very worst enemies of Sir 
James M‘G rigor to accuse him of having 
kept back any officer of distinguished merit, 
when it was possible to get him provided 
for, even without the aid of any patron ; 
I think I, could mention one or two in- 
stances in which he has resisted the solici- 
tations of a prince regent ; and many, 
where he has opposed even the recom- 
mendation of the commander-in-chief (the 
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•econdpettORiu the etnpire) with effect, 
when the persons so recommended were 
unworthy ; therefore let ns he just hi our 
eensure. I owe Sir Junes no fsTOur, hut 
rmther the contrsry ; snd am only actuated 
by a lore of justice in troubling you with 
these obserrations. 

I am, Sir, 

Your iinoere admirer, 

Fair Plat. 

- London, Oct. 25, 1830. 


SINGULAR RESULT TROM THE EXTERNAL 
USX Of CORROSlTl SUBLIMATE. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,-— W ith the following extraordinary 
statement you hare my name and address, 
that there may be no doubt as to the correct- 
ness of the facts related in it. 

A gentleman, »tmt. circ. 26, appjied to me 
eighteen months since, to furnish*him with 
some remedy for certain disagreeable ani- 
mals. I directed him to procure a little white 
precipitate , to rub it up with spermaceti oint- 
ment, and to apply the mixture to the infest- 
ed neighbourhood. He followed the direc- 
tions, and became rid of the nuisance. About 
a fortnight since, however, he discovered 
that a fceeond invasion had taken place, but, 
on this occasion, forgetting the words of the 
prescription, he obtained a small packet of 
oorroswe sublimate. Fire grains of this he 
reduced to powder, united with some oleagi- 
nous substance, salt butter, I beliere, and 
rubbed the mass briskly in over the whole 
of the lower part of the abdomen, the penis 
(earing the glans), the scrotum, snd the 
perineum. He very soon, ss may be sup- 
posed, suffered the tortures of the damned, 
and language was hardly adequate to describe 
the agony that he endured during the night, 
which was then approaching. Being in no 
sitnation to attempt relief, nothing was done 
for one or two hours, snd then for a long 
period a boy was employed, alternately with 
sold water and flour, to assuage his suffer- 
ings. By the morning the pain had greatly 
lessened, and shortly after, a tingling sen- 
sation only remained. The entire cuticle of 
the scrotum desquamated, having first risen 
all over in small blisters, each about the size 
of a grain of wheat, and filled with a pale 
yellow, barely fluid, pus. The torment was 
most severe iu the testes ; these appeared to 
he consuming by exposure to fierce flame. 

■ The eingulat result follows. No further 
symptom ensued, and the circumstance 
might havebeen forgotten, but seven days 
after the mistake, upon trying to polish the 
ring on his hand with one of his fingers, he 
was estofttthed at discovering an appearance 


of mercury or she gold, and proceeding to 
burnish the metal all over, be readily co- 
vered the entire surface with a plating of 
quicksilver. The circumstance waa imme- 
diately made known to a medical gentle- 
man present, and the discs of three sove- 
reigns were also mercurialised. The fol- 
lowing morning I chanced to see the party, 
snd by robbing the handle of a gold eye- 
glass upon the inner gurfsce of the arm, 
obtained a similar result. A portion of the 
milled edge of a sovereign was also that 
so completely coated with mercury by 
me, that no glimpse of the gold could be 
seen through it. I immediately made the 
strictest examination into the state of the 
mouth, but not the slightest ptyalism, en- 
largement, unusual redness, or looseness of 
the teeth, was discoverable, or had for a 
moment been experienced ! The health waa 
as usual. There bad been no exposure to 
cold air. The diet had been moderate, 
with large quantities of warm diluent fluid. 
The general personal appearance was pre- 
cisely what it had been for a long time. My 
experiment was made on Thursday the fist 
instant. I simply place these facta Oft 
record, and remain. 

Sir, most faithfully your a, 

M. 

London, Oct. 25th, 1530. 


NOTE FROM MR. KINO. 

To the Editor of Thb Lancet. 

Sir, — Mr. Earle having mentioned tome, 
that the report of one of my speeches made 
on the hustings in reply to Mr. Baker at the 
late election for coroner, eontains expres- 
sions which he considers injurious to the 
character of the hospital surgeons, I lose no 
time in explaining that I did not intend to 
cast any imputation upon their private con- 
duct. My observations were directed against 
the system of electing medical and surgical 
officers to our hospitals, which 1 consider 
unjust, and which, as far ss my experience 
goes, they patronise. I shall feel obliged 
by the immediate insertion of this commu- 
nication, and have the honour to remain. 
Your obedient servant, 

T. King. 

10, Hanover Street, Hanover Square, 
Thursday October 28th. 


QUACKERY. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 
Sir,— Y ou most not believe that the sue- 
oesa of quackery iu the prsctioe of physic U 
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limited to the atmosphere of the metropolis, 
or even to that of England ; it ia moat suc- 
cessful even here, but not altogether with- 
out the aid of the law of primogeniture, as 
the ladies of rank and fortune' in this neigh- 
bourhood are, it is said, the only females 
who have “justly appreciated and hand- 
somely rewarded the extraordinary powers ” 
of the Lahioch professor. Pray insert, with 
all its typographical embellishments, • the 
following . delicate morceau , upon which 
credulity in the upper ranks has Jong fed 
most luxuriously) and happily most losingly . 

Yours faithfully, 

Chit. 

*• To the Ladies of Lahinch, &c. 

“ The celebrated Mr. EDWARD O’CON- 
NELL DUNNE begs leave to inform the 
Ladies of Lahinch, and its vicinity, from 
the age of FIFTEEN to SEVENTY, 
that he has in his possession an agreeable 
preparation which has been found upon 
trial most efficacious in cases of barrenness, 
ifc. Xfc., to cause the immediate procreation 
of children ! ! ! 

“ The present is an advantage which does 
not frequently occur, it is therefore request- 
ed that a speedy application be made, as 
Professor DUNNE is about setting off for 
Bath and Cheltenham, where his extraor- 
dinary powers have been duly appreciated 
and handsomely rewarded. 

“ N.B. Thia fructifying preparation may 
be had of Professor DUNNE, by a private 
and personal application at his Lodgings.” 


DESCRIPTION OP ▲ LIVING QUADRUPED 
CHILD. 

At the sitting of the AcydSmie des Sci- 
ences, on the 6th of September, a child with 
four feet was presented by Madame Hen, 
midwife, who had been present at its birth. 
The following is an extract from the report 
of M. Geoffroy St. Hilaire on this curious 
phenomenon : — 

The child is of the male sex, and was 
born at Paris on the 4th of July last; both 
parents are well formed, and have several 
children, none of whom are deformed in any 
way. The mother being rather of lively 
temperament, has frequently exerted herself 
greatly in her usual occupations, but does 
not recollect that this had been particularly 
the case during her last pregnancy, which 
was regular, except that from the beginning 
to the fifth month, she was subject to a 
slight discharge of mucus and blood. The 
child was born in due time after a natural | 


labour. Its monstrosity consist* in the 
lower extreknities-being double ; the pelvis 
ia regularly formed, but there is evidently 
a tendency ’ towards the formation of a 
double pelvis, there being between the coc- 
cyx and the left half of the pelvis an osseous 
rudiment by which the sacral bone apd the 
coccyx is pushed , towards the right, and 
which may be considered tore present the 
additional iliac and ischiatic bones in an 
atrophic state. The heads of the supernu- 
merary thigh-bones are in the. same sockets 
as (he natural ones, and consequently so 
close to them, that though the thigh bones 
are distinctly double, the thighs down to 
the knee are simple. From the knee, how- 
ever, the monstrosity is more striking, the 
additional limbs being perfectly separated 
from the 1 regular ones. The left additional fog 
is anchylosed,.and united to the regular one 
at a right angle ; it is directed towards the 
right, and this is also the case with the foot, 
so that the external ancle is turned down- 
wards. The right additional leg is shorter 
and more closely united to the regular one ; its 
direction ia the reverse of that of the left, but 
it is more naturally formed* and has five toes, 
while the left has only two. Both legs seem 
to be immoveable. Between the two natu- 
ral nates there is a third over the rudiment 
of the additional pelvis ; the anus is nearly 
below- the middle of the third buttock, and 
the scrotum between the two left thighs; 
the testicles have not yet descended. There 
are besides three cicatrices visible on the 
additional extremities, one longitudinal at 
the upper middle portion of the third but- 
tock, another transverse on the thigh, aud 
a third circular One on the left additional 
foot. 

Though the occurrence of four lower or 
upper extremities, or both together, is not 
very rare, there exist but very few instances 
of the subjects affected with these monstro* 
sities having lived, and in this sense the 
above case is very remarkable, the child 
being in good health and likely to do well. 
Some analogous cases are, however, related 
by medical authors ; and M. Geoffroy gave 
a short enumeration of them; Aldrevandus, 
in his book De Monstris , mentions several 
instances of quadruped children^ and gives, 
at page 535, the figure of one of them which 
was born at Rome ; he also describes seve- 
ral cases of quadruped birds, some of which 
had even the power of using .their addi- 
tional legs. The Recueil des Ecarts de la 
Nature contains also the description of a 
quadruped chicken, the supernumerary legs 
being short and deformed ; and that of a 
pigeon which used all four legs indiscrimi- 
nately. There exists at this moment at 
Etampes a chicken, which is perfectly 
analogous to the above case, being provided 
with two thighs but having four thigh* 
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bones, and, besides tbn two % natural legs,’ 
two accessory ones, which are anchylosed ; 
in a goose also, from the ^collection at the 
Jardin des Plantes, the same anomaly is 
observed, but only on one aide. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S ftOSPITAL. 

ERYSIPELAS AFTER ARTERIOTOMY. 

John Sherlock, setat. 35, Was admitted 
into Luke’s Ward, under the care of Mr. 
Vincent, on Friday the 1st of October. 

The upper and lower lids of the left eye 
were very much swelled, and of a brownish 
red hue ; the left side of the forehead and 
nose, and the whole of the left cheek, were 
affected in the same manner. A partial view 
only of the* eye could be obtained, the con- 
junctiva of which appeared slightly inflamed ; 
he complained of severe burning pain in the 
inflamed parts ; skin hot and dry ; tongue 
white and furred ; pulse 100, and rather 
hard ; bowels constipated. • 

He states that, about two years and a half 
since, he was suddenly seized with a numb- 
ness of the left side of his tongue, which, in 
a few hours, extended to the face, head, 
arm, and leg of that side. This sensation, 
after remaining three or four days, left him, 
and then the arm and leg of the right side 
became similarly affected ; this attack lasted 
about five weeks. In a few days after- 
wards he experienced ‘fa dull pain” ex- 
tending from the vertex towards the ear 
of the left aide, which still continues. Since 
the accession of this pain, the left side of 
the face has been repeatedly affected with 
numbnesd similar to what he experienced in 
the first instance ; he has also been subject 
ever since to loss of memory. He has been 
under the care of many medical men, has 
taken a great deal of medicine, and has been 
repeatedly bled from the arm, but has never 
experienced the slightest relief. 

He came to the casualty ward of this hos- 
pital on the 24th of September, and com- 
plained of severe pain in the left side of his 
head; he had been advised by an eminent 
medical man of the city to have some blood 
taken from bis temporal artery ; his pulse 
being quick *and rather full, the dresser 
opened the temporal artery of the left side, 
and took from it six ounces of blood, which 
produced syncope. After he had recovered 
from his faintness, which lasted about two 
minutes, he expressed himself as being very 
much relieved. The artery was then divided 
and secured in the manner recommended 
by Mr. Alcock. A dose of the mist. senn. 
comp, was given to him, and he left the hos 
pital. 

, On the 30th of September he again ap- 


peared at the casualty ward with a slight 
degree of redness and swelling of the upper 
lid of the left eye ; a dose of house-medicine 
was given him, and a bread aud water poul- 
tice ordered to be applied to the inflamed 
lid, and be agaih left the hospital. On the 
following day he- returned in the state al- 
ready described. To bare a powder imme- 
diately of 

Ipecacuanha,' r, grs; 

Calomel, v. grs ; 

Jalap, xxv grs ; 

Saline draught , $ij ; 

• Solution tartar emetic , 

This mixture to he taken every fourth 
hour. 

Fomentations to the inflamed parts, and 
afterwards a bread-and-water poultice. Milk 
diet. 

Oct. 2. The redness aud swelling have 
extended to the forehead and scalp of the 
left side ; bowels have beea freely purged ; 
skin hot and dry ; tongue furred ; pulse 100 
and hard. Saline mixture, with a drachm 
and a half of solution of tartar emetic, to be 
continued every second hour. Coutinue fo- 
mentations and poultice. 

Oct. S. Vesications have appeared since 
yesterday iu the lids of the left eye; the 
redness and swelling now occupy the whole 
of the forehead, and have extended to the 
lids of the right eye. The skin is still hot 
and dry ; pulse and tongue the same as 
yesterdsy ; bowels not relieved since Fri- 
day. The pain in the inflamed partii very 
severe. 

R Jalap , gr. xxv ; 

Ipecacuanha , gr. viij 

Calomel, gr. vi, to be taken im- 
mediately. 

Continue the saline draught, with ^iij of 
sol. tart. emet. every third hour, to com- 
mence in two hours. Coutinue fomenta- 
tions and poultice. 

Oct. 4. He says that the powder purged 
him very much, and made him very sick j 
the nausea was increased by the first dose of 
antimony, and be remained very sick for 
about four hours, when a profuse perspira- 
tion broke out, and continued till this morn- 
ing ; his skin is now cool and moist ; pulse 
80 and soft ; the inflamed parts are not so 
much swelled, and are of a much fainter 
hue ; be says he feels quite comfortable. 
Ordered to take the saline mixture and an- 
timony every six hours. Continue fomenta- 
tions and poultice. 

Oct. 5. Very much better in every re- 
spect. Ordered to discontinue the medi- 
cine. 

Oct. 6. The vesications have burst, and 
the integuments beneath are occupied by 
numerous small sloughs; he is improving 
fast. 
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Oct. 8. Tbs sloughs ban septrated, and 
tie redness and swelling bare nearly sub* 
sided. 

Oct. 12. He bas bad no besdach, loss of 
memory, or numbness since the bleeding from 
the temporal artery. The redness and swell- 
ing bare entirely subsided ; his appetite is 
good, and the several functions are now 
regularly performed. He says be feels 
much better than be bas ever done since 
the first attack. 

Oct. 16. Dismissed cured. 

In this case there are two points particu- 
larly worthy of attention : the first is, the 
conjunctiva remained entirely unaffected, 
vthile all the surrounding parts, including 
both pal pebr®, were occupied by the erysipe- 
latous inflammation ; the second is the su- 
pervention of the erysipelas on the operstion 
of arteriotomy, performed according to Mr. 
Aloock’s directions, namely, by dividing 
the artery after a sufficient quantity of 
blood was abstracted, and then applying 
ligatures to the divided vessels. 


HOSPITAL SHIP « GRAMPUS.” 

' CASE OF DIFFUSED ANEURISM. 

Communicated by Mr. Bennett, Jssistant 
Surgeon . 

. John Morgan, setat.32, seaman, was ad- 
mitted on board this hospital on the 28th 
Sept. 1850. Hia appearence emaciated and 
exsanguine ; his countenance sallow and 
anxious. He complained of pain in the situ- 
ation of a tumour, about fourteen inches in 
circumference, occupying the loF^r third 
and inner side of the right thigh, presenting 
Its greatest bulk in that situation, and gra- 
dually decreasing forwards to the ham and 
outer side of the thigh. The circumference 
of the tumour had a defined, hardened, mar- 
gin ; the summit was tense, elastic, and 
gave to the touch an evident sense of fluc- 
tuation; the integuments retained their na- 
tural colour ; the leg was somewhat oedema - 
terns, and remained flexed, without the 
power of extension. The patient denied 
that any morbid appearance, or uneasiness, 
bad existed in the part previous to seven 
weeks since, when, without assignable cause, 
the whole leg and foot became swelled and 
tense, and ultimately <• settled 99 into the 
present tumour. Upon the most careful 
examination no pulsation could be detected 
in the enlarged surface, except to a slight 
degree in that position which lay immediately 
over the seat of the popliteal artery. Pres- 
sure obstructing the passage of blood through 
the femoral artery produced no diminution 
in the bulk of the tumour, nor could any 
•otmd be detected upon application of the i 


stethoscope. The patient bad no recollec- 
tion of toy pulsating tumour hiring ever 
appeared in the bam. He had baa some 
severe rigours, and evidently suffered much 
constitutionally. Under these doubtful cir- 
cumstances the limb was placed on a pil- 
low, resting on its outer side, and the eva- 
porating lotion applied. On the 29th, the 
tumour being in no way diminished, but 
rather more tense, the necessity became 
apparent of settling the question whether 
the tumour was occasioned by a collection 
of matter, or by disease of s more serious 
character. Preparations were, therefore, 
made to secure the femoral artery, shofald 
the tumour prove aneurismal upon intro- 
ducing a lancet into its substance. This., 
was done to the depth of an inch in a val- 
vular direction, but with no other result 
than the escape of s few drops of dark 
blood. This attempt to ascertain the true 
nature of the disease having failed, adhesive 
plaster was placed over the puncture, and 
the limb restored to a stqte of rest, without 
any appearance of a disposition to haemor- 
rhage. 

On the 30th, at noon, the patient having 
moved tlie limb roughly, and plaoed it over 
the side of bis bed, about an ounce of fluid 
blood, unattended by arterial jet, passed 
from the aperture made in the tumour the 
day previous, and was easily checked by 
placing the limb in a quiet position, and by 
alight pressure with lint. The two follow- 
ing days were passed without any change 
in the appearance of the tumour, with the 
exception of a slight apparent extension 
towards the upper part of the thigh. A 
probe introduced into the lancet-orifice in 
the tumour, passed its entire length in every 
direction without resistance and without 
haemorrhage. 

On the 3d Oct., tbe swelling had extended 
considerably up the thigh, occupying its 
lower half, was much more tense at its ori- 
ginal seat, and gave a more evident sense 
of fluctuation immediately above the patella* 
Under these circumstances Dr. Dobson, 
principal surgeon to Greenwich Hospital, 
who attended in consultation on tbe case, 
declared bis opinion, that, taking into Con- 
sideration the enfeebled powers of tbe pa- 
tient, and tbe mass of disease in which the 
parts were evidently involved,* the removal 
of the limb gave tbe only chance of re- 
covery to the patient ; and he having given 
his consent, amputation was performed on 
the same day by Mr. Bennett, assistant- 
surgeon to the hospital, in tbe presence of 
Dr. Dobson and Mr. Gilchrist. The limb 
was removed at the' upper third of tbe 
thigh by the circular incision ; about eight 
or ten ounoes of blood were lost during the 
operation ; ligatures were placed on the. 
femoral, profunda, and three miaor arteries* 
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Daring the operation ths patient wu much 
exhausted, and required the frequent exhi- 
bition of stimulants. When removed to bed, 
bis pulse was feeble and skin cold ; he 
spoke cheerfully, and appeared gratified at 
having lost the cause of his suffering. Half 
a drachm spt. atnmon. arom., and forty 
drops of laudanum, given immediately after 
the operation, were instantly vomited, and 
vomiting continued troublesome for some 
hours. By the application of a mustard 
cataplasm and bottles of hot water to the 
epigastrium, with the exhibition of pil. opii, 
combined with but a small quantity of fluid, 
the stomach became tranquil, aod retained 
beef-tea, with arrow-root and wine, given at 
short intervals. During the night reaction 
took place to tome extent, the skin became 
warmer, and the pulse rose ; he slept at 
intervals, and expressed himself free from 
pain. 

At six 4.M. on the 4 th, be appeared to 
have rallied considerably, and expressed a 
wish for some tea and bread, of which he 
took a small quantity. At nine i.x. a state 
of collapse came on, and in two hours he 
expired. 

Upon examination of the removed limb, 
between two and three pints of dark blood, 

Q coagulated and partly fluid, were 
occupying the lower half of the thigh, 
nearly insulating the lower third of the shaft 
of the femur, which to the extent of four 
inches was denuded of periosteum, and pre- 
sented a honeycomb appearance. The chief 
volume of effused blood occupied the situa- 
tion of the muscles (which were nearly 
absorbed), and in many parts was in contact 
with the integuments, chiefly so inline- 
diately above the patella. Upon pursuing 
the examination, a fine aneurismal sac, about 
the size of a pullet’s egg, evidently formed 
by a dilatation of the three structures of the 
artery, was found on the anterior surface of 
the popliteal artery ; the sac, at its upper 
third and anterior surface, was rent to the 
extent of two inches in a transverse direc- 
tion. Immediately above the tom sac, and 
externally, appearing to form a portion of it, 
was a second dilatation of the artery form- 
ing a sac, the size of a small walnut, lined 
with a thick layer of coagulum, and commu- 
nicating with the larger and torn sac by an 
opening in size not exceeding a third of the 
natural calibre of the femoral artery. The 
cellular tissue of the leg and foot was loaded 
with serum. 

Inspect io Cadaver * . 

Enlargement of the heart, with general 
thinness of its muscular structure. The 
right kidney was plaoed immediately over 
the common iliac vessels of the sane side. 
, Other viscera were natural. 


ItfQCTSST OX MR. RUQNUR* 

Ok Thursday, Oct. 21st, an inquest waa 
held before Mr. Stirling, coroner for Middle* 
sex, on the body of T. Kin near, Esq., of 
Cornwall Terrace, Regent’s Park. It ap- 
peared from the evidence, that the de- 
ceased had retired to rest on the previous 
Tuesday apparently in his usual state of 
health, but that on the morning of Wednes- 
day, not rising at the accustomed hour, the 
man-servant, upon entering the chamber, 
found hia master stretched upon the bed, tq 
all appearance a corpse. His first impulse 
was to seek for medical aid, and having met 
Dr. J. Patterson, that gentleman, upon ac- 
companying him to the house, found Mr. 
Kinnear dead in his bed, and a surgeon with 
him. 

A Juror.— Cun you tell the cause of hill 
death, Dr. Patterson! 

Dr. Patterson. — It is impossible, without 
a minute examination of the body. There 
were no appearances to indicate the cause of 
death ; and I have no hesitation io saying, 
as an experienced physician, that the ob- 
scurity of the case renders a rigid investi- 
gation necessary. 

Mr. Lovegrove , the surgeon, said he waa 
called in, and found Mr. Kinnear quite dead. 
He could form no judgment as to the cause 
of death. 

By the Coroner. — I have no reason to be- 
lieve that he died by any other means than 
the visitation of God, but I have hsd no 
means of ascertaining. 

A juror expressed his opinion that the 
body ought to be opened. 

Dr. Patterson said, that in his opinion it 
was highly necessary — in fact it was indis- 
pensable to enable the jury to come to a 
right conclusion. He was a magistrate as 
well as a physician, and knew something of 
legal inquiries, and he would aay boldly, 
that without a minute examination of the 
body, the inquisition would be a mere 
nullity. 

The coroner ind jury then proceeded to 
view the body, and on their return, Dr. Pat- 
terson was again questioned, and said, the 
appearances could not possibly enable any 
medical man to state the cause of death, 
since they might have been produced by 
various mortal diseases. 

The room was then eieared ef all but the 
jury, and the result of their deliberations 
was declared in a written paper, in the fol- 
lowing tferms : — ** That the jurymen were of 
opinion that the body should be opened in 
the presence of Dr. Patterson and the parish 
surgeon, and any other medical man whom 
the family might choose to Appoint.” 

A solicitor, who had been present from 
the commencement of the proceedings, sub- 
mitted to the ooconer whether there waa any* 
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thing proved which could call for or warrant 
such an order. 

The foreman of the jury (Edward King, 
Esq., of 34, Baker-street, Poriman-square) 
said, that he and his brother jurymen were 
assembled to inquire upon oath into the 
cause of Mr. Kinnear’s death, and he hum- 
bly conceived they were entitled to demand 
the best evidence. How else could they 
satisfy their own consciences, or the ends 
of public justice! 

The solicitor again urged that in law the 
coroner alone had the right to order the dis- 
section, and begged he would withhold that 
order in the present instance, as it was not 
proved to he necessary. 

Mr. Stirling said, that if it was the una- 
nimous wish of the jury, he certainly should 
not withhold the order, aud he finally di- 
rected the body to be opened, and the in- 
quest was then adjourned until Saturday 
evening at eight o’clock. 

The presence of a reporter was objected 
to at the commencement by the solicitor, 
but the coroner refused to interfere. 

On Saturday evening the jury again as- 
sembled, when Dr. Patterson presented the 
following report of the post mortem exami- 
nation of the body of the deceased: — 

** After a minute and careful examination 
of the cavities of the body — viz. the chest, 
the abdomen, and the head, the chief mor- 
bid appearances that were observed are, an 
effusion of blood into the right and left cavi- 
ties of the chest, amounting to about six 
ounces on the one side, and seven on the 
other, and a large accumulation of putrid 
blood in the stomach, mixed with its con- 
tents — half-digested food. The blood-ves- 
sels of the brain appeared more turgid than 
usual ; these appearances on the head, how- 
ever, were not sufficient to account for death. 
Upon mature consideration, the cause of the 
death of Thomas Kinnear, Esq., appears to 
us to have been the rupture of a blood- 
vessel on the stomach. 

u James Patterson, M.D. 

George G. Sigmond, M.D. 

William Lovegrove, Surgeon. 

Alexander Watkins, Surgeon, 

A. Hamilton, Surgeon. 

J. Pelham Buckland, Surgeon.’ 

The jury returned a verdict — “ Died by 
the visitation of God.” 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 

Dr. Gordon Smith is preparing for publi- 
cation an abstract of Professor Chaugsier’s 
work on Judiciary Necrotomy. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

* * 4 ^ . ~ 

CoMJvtuNiCATiONS have been received 
from A Surgeon— Anonymous — -A Constant 
Reader — P. R. — An Invalid Subscriber to 
The LANCEtf , -*rDr. Weatheriil. 

A. We are well aware of the mean and 
petty tricks, and whenever we have been 
enabled to notice them, our animadversions 
have not been withheld. 

A Constant Reader . Thanks.' He will 
perceive that his hint has been anticipated. 

A Medical Student. /There are noc any- 
delivered in the summer which are “ recog- 
nised” by the College of Surgeons. Two 
courses, as described, are not sufficient. It 
is now required that two winters should be 
devoted to surgical lectures. It is a heart- 
less system of plunder. 

Mr. E. Brant . No. 

A Medical Pupil. Mr. Waller. 

Herodolopkilus. The difference between 
the heads of the two nations is considerable, 
and has been mentioned, we think, particu 
larly by Blumenbach and Richerand. The 
cause of the difference, as stated by Herodo- 
tus, is not devoid of reason. 

An Inquirer. No ; he would he liable 
to the penalties named in the Act. 

G. E. E. will find in page 5, No. 369, of 
The Lancet, the information he requires. 

Machaon. The probationary treatment, 
and the terms of the indentures, can alone 
determine the legal usage. There is no ab- 
stract unconditional law by which obedi- 
ence to such practices can be enforced. 

Castigator, in reply to the sneers of the 
“ base Green Dub,” directed against the 
great mass of the English medical practi- 
tioners, next week- 

The letters which we receive weekly 
would occupy more than two entire num- 
bers of our Journal; a very great portion, 
therefore, are unavoidably omitted. This 
omission, however, does not ultimately pre- 
judice professional or public interests, be- 
cause we generally avail ourselves, in some 
way or other, of all those facts and argu- 
ments, the publication of which may appear 
likely to benefit the public. This statement 
will be sufficient to explain to many valu- 
able contributors, why their various com- 
munications have not been inserted. Cor- 
respondents should be informed, that from 
the nature of the arrangements for publish- 
ing a Journal of this description, so many 
thousands of which have to be folded, 
stitched, and ready for delivery by twelve 
o’clock on every Friday, there can be little 
chance of obtaining the insertion, in the 
“ current Number ,” of letters consisting of 
more than a few lines, unless they are re- 
ceived at the offioe, on or before Tuesday in 
each week. 
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MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 


PRACTICAL COMMENTARIES ON 

DR. CHRISTISON’S PROCESSES 

FOR 

DETECTING POISONS. 

muriatic and oxalic acids. 

In the subsequent observations we shall 
pursue the same order as that observed iu 
the previous article. We shall commence 
with Dr. Christison’s remarks on the muria- 
tic or hydro-chloric acid. 

“ Concentrated hydrochloric acid is at 
once known by its peculiar vapour or fumes, 
and still more delicately by the white fumes 
formed when its vapour comes in contact 
with ammoniacal gas. This test is applied 
by simply bringing near one another the 
open mouths of two bottles which contain 
the two substances. The yellow colour 
which it usually possesses is not essential. 

“ In its diluted state itis recognised with 
extreme delicacy by means of the nitrate of 
silver, which forms e dense white precipi- 
tate : a similar precipitate, however, is 
caused by the same test, with mauy other 
acids and their salts. The best method of 
determining the true nature of the precipi- 
tate for the purposes of medical jurispru- 
dence, is to collect it on a filter and then to 
dry it and heat it in a tube. It fuses under 
the point of redness, and unlike all the other 
white salts of silver, remains at a red heat 
undecomposed, and, on cooling, forms a 
translucent mass which cuts like horn. 

‘‘The effects of mixture on the tests for 
hydrochloric acid have not been particularly 
examined. On the whole they will not pre- 
vent the tests being applied, but they will 
render the results doubtful, because very 
many organic substances, and particularly 
the mixture of food aud secretion in the 
stomach, naturally contain the muriate of 
soda. Fortunately this is a matter of little 
consequence, for hydrochloric acid very 
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rarely comes under the cognizance of the 
medical jurist as a poison. ” 

These directions require but little com- 
ment. As far as the contents of the stomach 
are concerned, no chemical evidence can 
ever be of value, since not only the muri- 
ates but the free acid itself has been de- 
tected by Prout, Tiederoann, Gmelin, and 
others, in the secretions of that organ. The 
morbid appearances alone therefore are to 
be taken into consideration. Neither is the 
evidence of free muriatic acid of any value, 
as regards vomited matters, in suspected 
cases, where recovery has taken place, and 
no morbid appearances can be observed, 
since in the acid eructations arising in dy- 
spepsia and pyrosis, the muriatic acid has 
been recognised. 

The case is, however, very different as far 
as regards a portion of liquid remaining in the 
unmixed condition, and here the appearances 
Dr. Christison describes are scarcely ex- 
plained with adequate preciseness. The 
test of the ammoniacal vapour is certainly 
not sufficient by itself, as any one may prove 
by exposing strong nitric, sulphuric, or 
acetic acids to the same reagent, when a 
similar white vapour, though in a lesser de- 
gree, will be immediately formed. A por- 
tion of the acid should therefore be diluted, 
and to ono part be added nitrate of silver, 
to a second nitrate of baryta: if a precipitate 
occurs in the former and not iu the latter, 
the evidence of muriatic acid cannot be dis- 
puted, for reasons sufficiently apparent. A 
case may also occur, in which the subject of 
examination is a vessel which has been in- 
verted, and to aft appearauee emptied of its 
contents, and from which only the minute 
quantity described in the first article on sul- 
phuric acid can be obtained by the aid of 
the capillary tube. From this the nitrate of 
silver will procure a precipitate, but cer- 
tainly not sufficient to demonsttate the for- 
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mation of the horn silver, in the manner Dr. 
Christison describes. Most other authorities 
direct the examination of, this precipitate 
by its solubility in ammonia, a circumstance 
which Dr. Christison does not notice at all, 
possibly because thd tartrate and jphbsphate 
are similarly affected. There is one pro- 
perty, however, which, coupled with the 
effect of ammonia, is quite sufficient to give 
certain proof ; namely, the insolubility of the 
chloride in nitric acid. The minute precipi- 
tate we have alluded to, should therefore 
be dissolved in a drop of caustic ammonia, 
and an excess of pure nitric acid added, when 
the chloride of silver will be again preci- 
pitated, an action which would not take 
place with any other ammoniacal solution of 
that substance. 

The analysis of stains will usually afford 
a sufficient quantity of chloride to form the 
horny mass, and in this instance the evidence 
is more satisfactory, inasmuch as a compara- 
tive analysis may be instituted on a sound 
portion of the same materials, and the dif- 
ference in quantity be accurately observed. 

The testing of the solubility of the preci- 
pitate on a very minute scale, we should 
recommend to be performed on a watch 
crystal in preference to a tube. The nitric 
acid employed, should be previously exam- 
ined by the addition of a little nitrate of 
silver, to rid it of the muriatic acid which it 
usually contains." 

Dr. Christison next cursorily notices poi- 
soning by phosphorus and chlorine, but as 
he proposes no method for the detectioif of 
these, we shall not enter on their considera- 
tion, until we shall have commented on all 
the processes he describes: we shall then, in 
a supplementary article, advance original 
methods by which such poisons as he passes 
over may he detected. We also pass by 
iodine and the hydriodate of potash, as it 
happens that these have been already fully 
noticed in this Journal by a correspondent. 
We now proceed to the consideration of the 
oxalic acid. This subject Dr. Christison has 
himself investigated, and every line of the 
subsequent quotation is deserving of the 
most serious attention. 

“ Oxalic acid is commonly in small crys- 
tals of the form of flattened six-sided prisms, 
transparent, colourless, free of odour, very 
acid to the taste, aud permanent in the air. 
Two other common vegetable acids, the 


OXALIC ACIDS* 

citric and tartario acids, differ from the 
oxalic in being seldonaregularly crystallised, 
and never in tine prisms. In general ap- 
pearance it resembles the sulphate of mag- 
nesia, for which it has been so often and so 
fatally mistaken. 

•* In determining the medico -legal tests 
for oxalic acid, it will be sufficient to con- 
sider it in two states,— dissolved in water, 
and mixed with the contents of the 'stomach 
and intestines or vomited matter. If the 
substance submitted to examination is in 
a solid state, the first .step is to convert it 
into a solution. In the form of solution its na- 
ture may be satisfactorily determined by the 
following process. The acidity of the fluid 
is first to be established by its effect on lit- 
mus paper. This being do fie, thfe reagents 
might be applied at once. But it is better 
to neutralize the acid previously with any 
alkali, for then they set with greater deli- 
cacy. The remainder of the process con- 
sequently applies not ohly to oxalic acid 
itself, but also to the soluble oxalates, which 
will presently be proved to be likewise active 
poisons. The tests are the bydrochlorate 
(muriate) of lime, sulphate of copper, and 
nitrate of silver. 

“ Hydrochlorate of lime causes a white 
precipitate, the oxalate of lime, which is 
dissolved on the addition of a drop or two 
of nitric acid, and is not dissolved when 
similarly treated with hydrochloric acid, 
unless the acid is used in very large pro- 
portion. The solubility of the oxalate of 
lime in nitric acid, distinguishes the pre- 
cipitate from the sulphate of lime, which 
the present test might throw down front 
solutions of the sulphates. The insolubility 
of the oxalate of lime in hydrochloric acid, 
on the other hand, distinguishes the preci- 
pitate from the tartrate, citrate, carbonate, 
and phosphate of lime, which the test might 
throw down from any solution containing a 
salt of these acids. The last four precipi- 
tates are re -dissolved by a drop or two of 
hydrochloric acid; hut the oxalate is not 
taken up till a largo quantity of that acid is 
added. 

“ Sulphate of copper causes a blueish- 
white precipitate, which is not re-dissolved 
on the addition of a few drops of hydrochlo- 
ric acid. The precipitate is the oxalate of 
copper ; it is re- dissolved by a large proDor- 
tion of hydrochloric acid. This tefct does 
not precipitate the sulphates, hydrochlo- 
rates, nitrates, tartrates, citrates ; but with 
the carbonates and phosphates it forms pre- 
cipitates, resembling the oxalate of copper. 
The oxalate, however, is distinguished from 
the carbonate and phosphate of copper, byf 
not being re-dissolved on the addition of a 
few drops of hydrochloric acid. 

“ Nitrate of silver causes a dense white 
precipitate, the oxalate of silver, which; 
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when collected on e filter, dried, and healed, 
becomes bfown on tbe edge, then fulminates 
faintly, and is dispersed. The object of the 
supplementary test of fulmination, is to dis- 
tinguish the oxalate of silver from the num- 
berless other white precipitates, which are 
thrown down by the nitrate of silver from 
solutions of other salts. The property of 
fulmination, which is very characteristic, 
requires, for security’s sake, a word or two 
of explanation in regard to the effect of heat 
on tbe citrate and tartrate of silver. The 
citrate when heated, becomes altogether 
brown, froths up, and then deflagrates, dis- 
charging white fumes, and leaving an abun- 
dant ash-grey, coarsely fibrous, crumbly re- 
sidue, which on the further application of 
beat, becomes pure white, being then pure 
silver. The citrate also becomes brown and 
froths up, but does not even deflagrate, 
white fumes are discharged, and there ialeft 
behind a botryoidal mass, which, like the 
residue from the citrate, becomes pure sil- 
ver when heated to redness. Another dis- 
tinction between the oxalate and tartrate is, 
that the former is permanent at the tempe- 
rature of ebullition, while the latter becomes 
Mown. The preceding.process or combina- 
tion of tests will be amply sufficient for 
proving the presence of oxalic acid, free or 
combined, in any fluid which does not con- 
tain animal or vegetable principles. 

4t Of the modifications which are rendered 
necessary by tbe admixture of such princi- 
pies, none are of any consequence, except 
those acquired in tbe case of an analysis of 
the contents of the alimentary canal or mat- 
ters of vomiting. Here a word or two must 
be premised on tbe changes which the poi- 
son may undergo, io consequence of being 
mingled with other substances in the sto- 
mach or intestines. There may either be 
organic principles contained in the body, or 
substances introduced into the body as anti- 
dotes.” 

As to animal principles, Dr. Coindet 
and I have proved, that oxalic acid has 
»ot any chemical action with any of the 
common animal principles, except gela- 
tine, which it rapidly dissolves, and that I 
this solution is a peculiar kind, not being 
accompanied with any decomposition either 
of the acidor the gelatine. Consequently ox- 
wic acid, so far as it concerns the tissues of 
tbe stomach or its ordinary contents, is not 
altered in chemical form, and remains solu- 
ble in water. In such a solution, however, 
a variety of soluble principles are contained, 
which would cause abundant precipitates 
with two of the tests of the process — sul- 
phate of copper and nitrate of silver; so 
that the oxalates of these metals could not 
possibly be exhibited in their characteristic 
forma. The process for a pure solution, 
therefore, is inapplicable to the mixtures 
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under consideration ; bat change* of still 
greater consequence are effected in the poi- 
aon, by exhibiting antidotes during life. It 
is now, I believe, generally known, since 
the researches of Dr. Thomson and those of 
Dr . Coindet and myself, that the proper an- 
tidotes for oxalic acid art magnesia and 
chalk. Each of these forms an insoluble 
oxalate, so that if either had been given in 
sufficient quantity, no oxalic acid will re- 
main in solution, and the proof of the pre- 
sence of the poison, must be sought for in 
the solid contents of the stomach, or solid 
matters of vomiting. The following process 
for detecting the poison will apply to all the 
alterations which it may thus have under- 
gone — 

" The first object is to procure a solution. 
If an antidote has not been given, the con- 
tents and tissues, or vomited matter, are to 
be boiled, distilled water being added if 
required ; the acid is then to be neutralised 
with potass, and the whole filtered. If mag- 
nesia or chalk has been given as an antidote, 
tbe insoluble matter is to be separated by 
filtration, and boiled for twenty minutes in a 
solution of carbonate of potass, in eighteen 
[ or twenty parts of water. A double inter- 
I change of elements takes place between a 
part of tbe carbonate of potass, and a part 
of the oxalate of lime or magnesia, and in 
consequence, some carbonate of lime or mag- 
nesia is thrown down, while some oxalate of 
potass will be found in solution. The fluid 
after filtration is to be acidulated with pure 
nitric acid, oxalic acid being now in solution, 
whatever may have been its original state ; 
tbe next Step it to separate it from the ani- 
mal and vegetable matter dissolved along 
with it. I have tried various plans for this 
purpose, but have fouud none to answer so 
well as precipitation with the muriate of 
lime, so as to procure an oxalate of lime, 
which, after being well washed, is to be de- 
composed by boiling it in a solution of car- 
bonate of potass, as before. An oxalate of 
potass will again be found in solution. The 
excess of alkali is finally to be neutralized 
with nitric acid. The fluid it now to be 
tested with the three reagents for the pur* 
solution of oxalic acid.” 

In this series of experiments, Dr. Chris- 
tison is entirely original, and little can be 
added, either in the way of comment or olte- 
ration, to that part which relates to the pro- 
perties of the acid in pure solution. We 
have omitted in the quotation his observa- 
tions on the distinguishing properties of the 
oxalic acid, and the sulplmte of magnesia, 
because he relies entirely on the tasting of 
the solution, and this precaution, though 
J extremely unpleasant, should, certainly, be 
02 
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invariably observed in preferehce to any 
chemical experiment whatever. There is 
one property, however, of which Dr. Chris- 
tison makes no mention, and which emi- 
nently distinguishes oxalic acid in the mass 
from any other chrystalline substance with 
which we are acquainted, namely, that 
when thrown into water, its particles explode 
with a sharp crackling sound) and are dis- 
persed in every direction; this phenome- 
non is rery remarkable, and is particularly 
noticed when the water is poured over the 
oxalic acid. 

In the course of our experiments on this 
subject, we noticed a beautiful property of 
the oxalic acid, which is applicable espe- 
cially to the recognition of a very minute 
particle of that substance when found in the 
pure state, and which, when coupled with 
the evidence of the fulmination with silver, 
is perfectly free from the slightest imputa- 
tion ; we mean the property which oxalic 
acid possesses of being precipitated in sin- 
gularly beautiful stellated crystals by caustic 
ammonia ; if, therefore, as often occurs in 
practice, a minute crystal, say the 50th of 
a grain in weight, be found adhering to a 
paper, or accidentally scattered on the table 
where the admixture was made, by dissolv- 
ing this in a drop of distilled water on a watch 
crystal, testing it with a particle of litmus 
paper, and adding a drop of strong Caustic am- 
monia, a beautiful radiated star is immediately 
produced ; by increasing the quantity of wa- 
ter this is dissolved, and by holding it for 
a moment over a small spirit-lamp flame, the 
excess of ammonia is dispelled, and a dry 
oxalate remains behind ; this being dissolved 
8gain, and tested with the nitrate of silver, 
a white precipitate is produced, which, 
when dried in a water bath,* and held over 
the spirit-lamp again, fulminates in the 
characteristic, manner, and is entirely dis- 
persed. 

This method possesses, in point of mani- 
pulation, considerable advantages over that 
which Dr. Christison recommends ; one of 
these is, that it combines the evidence of 
two decisive properties of the acid, in ex- 
periments performed consecutively on the 
same particle and in the same vessel. With 
reference to the ammonia test we may add, 

* We shall famish an engraving of an extremely 
convenient bath, when we come to the detection of 
arsenic. 


that we believe it to be, by itself, sufficient 
evidence of oxalic acid in any solution 
which reddens litmus paper. We have tried 
every acid we could procure, and with none 
observed at all similar indications. Its evi- 
dence, however, is not available in organic 
mixtures, as it does not operate when gela- 
tine is present. 

Further, with respect to the pure solu- 
tion, it will be observed by experimentalists, 
that the oxalates of lime and copper are dis- 
tinguished from phosphates, etc., in Dr. 
Christison*8 text, by the comparative quan- 
tity of nitric or mariatic acid, in which they 
are soluble ; a larger quantity producing the 
effect which, in a small quantity, is consi- 
dered a distinguishing feature. We need 
not observe to what teasing objections this 
circumstance may expose the evidence of an 
inexperienced chemist. 

With respect to the detection of the acid 
in complex mixtures, and after an antidote 
has been administered, a difficulty of great 
importance has been started by no less an 
authority than Gay -Lussac ( he Globe , 22 
Juillet , 1829), who states, that when animal 
matter is heated with caustic potash, oxalic 
acid is generated. A question hence na- 
turally arises, whether the carbonate of 
potash may not have the same effect. If 
this be decided in the affirmative, the pro- 
cess above quoted becomes worse than 
useless. In a brief appendix to his book 
Dr. Christison notices the objection, but 
advances no explanations whatever. To 
supply this defect, we have instituted ex- 
periments on the several animal proximate 
principles, individually and collectively, 
and have never noticed the slightest traces 
of oxalic acid in the fluids thus submitted to 
the action of the carbonate of potash. This 
difficulty, therefore, as far as our experi- 
ments warrant, is not applicable, unless the 
supposed carbonate contains, as is frequent- 
ly the case, a portion of the alkali in the 
caustic state. 

All objections may, however, be obviated 
by attention to the manipulation of the mate- 
rials; the mixture should be filtered, and the 
solid parts then diluted with water, triturated 
together, and agitated in a suitable vessel, 
when the heavy oxalate of lime will invari- 
ably subside, and may be mechanically se- 
parated from the other ingredients ; wash- 
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mg with water will now carry away every 
irace of animal matter. 

Another important circumstance here re- 
quires notice, which though not mentioned 
in the work before us, has we are informed 
been made the subject of observation by 
the distinguished author in his subsequent 
dourse of lectures. When solid carbonates 
are mixed in excess with oxalic acid, it rarely 
or never happens that the acid is perfectly 
neutralized ; consequently a portion remains 
in solution, although oxalate of lime may 
have been abundantly formed. We have 
found this to occur when carbonate of lime 
was stirred up with thick soup containing the 
acid, and allowed to remain in contact with 
it for twenty-four hours. Hence the reason 
for filtration as noticed in the preceding 
paragraph, and hence arises the necessity of 
two distinct processes being instituted in 
every case ; viz., one for the filtered acid 
fluid, a second for the oxalate of lime re- 
maining on the filter. Of the latter we have 
already disposed, the former requires parti- 
cular consideration. 

Dr. Christison has, we understand, di- 
rected his class to precipitate the acid fluid 
by the acetate of lead, to wash, filter, 
suspend the precipitate in a little distilled 
water, and decompose it by sulphuretted 
hydrogen. Sulphuretoflead is thus formed 
and oxalic acid set free, which may be sepa-- 
rated, he states, by filtration and subseque nt 
boiling. 

On repeating this process we find that it 
is liable to some objections. In the first 
place, in all organic fluids the muriate of 
soda exists to a great extent, and in the pre- 
sent case always accompanies the free oxalic 
acid in the fluids of the stomach ; the acetate 
of lead therefore throws down not merely an 
oxalate but a chloride of lead, and this, when 
decomposed by sulphuretted hydrogen, sets 
free not only oxalic but muriatio acid ; tbe 
application of the silver test thus becomes 
obscured by the formation of a chloride as 
well as an oxalate of silver. The evidence I 
of the colour of the precipitate goes for no- 
thing, the fulmination is interfered with, 
there is no total disper8ion,which should take 
place, and the phenomena are so different, as 
not to be entitled to the same confidence as 
under other ciroumstances. For these rea- 
sons we prefer to precipitate the acid fluid 
by the mittiate of lime $ thus an oxalate of 


lime is formed, while the muriate of soda 
remains in solution. This oxslate of lime 
must then he decomposed by carbonate of 
potash in tbe manner already described. 
Finally, in all neutralizations, we would 
strongly recommend the nitric acid to be 
avoided, and the acetio acid to be used in its 
stead. 

As in the case of sulphuric acid we have 
noticed a source of fallacy which may arise 
from the previous employment of sulphates, 
we have to observe another in the present 
which may exist if rhubarb have been ad- 
ministered before death. M. Henry has found 
in different specimens as much oxalate of 
lime as from 29 to 32 per cent, and we have 
ourselves obtained 1 f grn. from 10 grains 
of Turkey rhubarb. The importance of this 
fact in medico-legal analysis needs no ex- 
planation. The difficulty it occasions can 
only be obviated by proving that no rhubarb 
in substance has been taken, or if any taken, 
what quantity waa employed. 

We are not aware that any compound of 
oxalio acid has ever been detected in the 
natural or morbid content! of the intestinal 
canal ; its frequent occurrence in the urine, 
in combination with lime, will frustrate the 
medico-legal application of any search for 
it in that fluid. 

No particular apparatus is necessary in 
the previous analyses. In the next article 
we shall discuss the mode of detecting 
arsenical preparations. 


CLINICAL LECTURES 

DELIVERED XT 

St, Bartholomew's Hospital , 

BY MR. LAWRENCE. 

October 29, 1830. 

CANCER OF THE LIP. 

Mu. Lawrence commenced by adverting 
to the case of cancerous lip, mentioned at a 
former lecture. The operation had been 
successful ; a cicatrix had formed, and the 
removal of the part had not been attended 
with much deformity. The edges were now 
raised nearly to a level, and the only thing 
to notice was a slight indentation. The 
disease seemed to have been brought on by 
mechanical irritation, consequent on the 
habitual practice of smoking, to which the 
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man had been not only addicted, but de- 
Toted. It was worthy of notice, that the 
induration of the skin had occurred at the 
very part of the lip against which the end 
of the pipe bad so constantly rested ; for 
the patient did not follow the more genteel 
method adopted by some of the audience 
resent, and for their sakes it was to be 
oped that the practice of ci£-ar-smoking 
was not so dangerous as that of the common 
pipe. 


8CIRRHOU8 BREAST. 

Another case was that of a patient about 50 
years of age, who had felt some uneasiness 
in the chest for about a week. On feeling 
the breast, a small, perfectly hard lump was 
discovered on the axillary side of the nip- 
ple, which, she said, gave her not much 
pain. There was that peculiar hardness 
about this tumour which is to characteristic 
of scirrhus, and which has led to the vulgar 
appellation of if stone cancer.’* When it 
was said that the pain had existed only a 
week, it must not be supposed that the dis- 
ease itself was only of a week’s duration ; 
for there are many instances in which, al- 
though the scirrhous state must have existed 
for many years, the patients had been free 
from uneasiness. There was one case in 
particular, where the disease had been of 
eight years standing, but yet the pain had 
only come on abont a year and a half out of 
that period. This, the lecturer observed, 
was scirrhus in the early stage, and al* 
though the tumour formed so small a part of 
the breast, yet it would he seen that the 
whole of the mammary gland had been cut 
away, which was always advisable in such 
instances ; for it was necessary to excise so 
much that the remainder would only be in 
the way, and, at the age of this patient, 
could be of little service. Another point to 
be observed in this operation was, not to 
preserve the whole of the skin, as there 
would then be a superfluous quantity, hut 
to make an elliptical incision, so as to get 
rid of about half of the integument. [Here 
Mr. Lawrence cut into the tumour, which 
was lyiug on the table.] This, he said, 
is a very genuine specimen of scirrhus. 
The peculiarities are.not so distinguishable 
by candle-light but you will find the structure 
compact and dense, and presenting to the 
knife the consistence of cartilage, rather 
than the soft and compressible natural state 
of the part. This is not a tumour in the 
gland, but a conversion of the substance of 
the gland itself into a perfectly incompressi- ' 
ble, dense, structure.” 


BRONCHITIS. 

The lecturer next proceeded to detail two 
cases of qevere bronchitis* The first was 


that of % man in Darker’s Ward, who was 
the subject of scrotal hernia, and had been 
admitted under the care of Dr. Hue for dis- 
ease of the chest. The second was that of 
a female, who was at the same time labour- 
ing under syphilitic disease. Mr. Lmw- 
rence said, that he had already observed 
there were not two kinds of ’pathology, one 
for the inside and another for the outside , 
but that the same principles which governed 
the treatment of external inflammation, are 
efficacious also in internal inflammation ; and 
these cases of bronchitis were good examples 
of the reasonableness of this statement. He 
had treated them both by the antiphlogistic 
method, blisters, leeches, and purgatives, 
the result of which was, that the man was 
discharged well, and the female bad been 
brought to a quiet state and good respira- 
tion, whilst the syphilitic ulceration had also 
disappeared. 

There is at present, said Mr. Lawrence, 
in Darker’s Ward, a very fine specimen (if 
I may so speak) of 

PHLEGMONOUS ERYSIPELAS. 

The patient is John Reed, -a bootmaker, 
about thirty years of age. He began to feel 
uneasiness and soreness in the arm on the 
19th of the present month,* and was troubled 
with very great pain. On the 20th he pose 
early in the morning, with the intention of 
proceeding to his work, but he felt such 
headach, and was so oppressed with giddi- 
ness, that he fell down, and instead of going 
to work he went to the doctor. The red- 
ness, and soreness of the arm increased, ex- 
tending upwards towards the shoulder, and 
downwards to the wrist. He got much 
worse, and, on the 21st, the professional 
gentleman who had cupped him in the 
neck, sent him to the Fever Hospital as a 
case of fever. Here he was bled in the op- 
posite arm, and on the 27th, having been 
requested to see him, I found the upper ex- 
tremity in a terrible state from very exten- 
sive erysipelas, and a more serious case, I 
think, never came under my observation. 
When I visited him the whole limb waa 
enormously swelled, and the palmar sur- 
face of the fore* arm, and the same sur- 
face of the upper arm, were suffused with a 
bright-red colour. I cannot say, however, 
that the Whole extent was thus colour- 
ed, on account of the great number of 
bullae scattered over the surface, resembling 
the vesications produced by a blister. These 
bull* had been pricked, and the fluid had 
escaped, but there were several which had 
since arisen, and the skin surrounding them 
was of a vivid scarlet hue. In this state 
about three-fourths of the fore and upper 
arm were involved ; and when you oonsider 
that they were swollen to double the usual 
size, you may form some idea of the extent 
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of t bo vesicated surface. There was great 
hardness about all these parte, aud that pe- 
culiar feel to the touch which may be de- 
signated brawny , and the state of the in- 
teguments and cellular tissue so different 
from that which characterises simple ery- 
sipelas. Now in the case of the patient 
afflicted with simple erysipelas, of whom I 
spoke last week, although the tumefaction 
was very considerable, yet the feeling was 
soft, and there was a “ pitting ” upon pres- 
sure. In the present case, however, there 
is a sensation of toughness, firmness, and, 
as I before said, it appears to the touch of 
the consistency of brawn . This clearly 
shows that there is an affection both of the 
skin, and of the cellular tissue beneath it. 
The vesication* are most characteristic of 
the disease of the integuments, and the 
firmness points out its extension to the cel- 
lular tissue. When I saw the patient at 
the Fever Hospital there was a quietness 
and calmness in his manner, and a clearness 
about his eyes, which plainly indicated that 
he was not the yubject of fever ; and there 
was ouly that slight degree of feverishness 
which is usually excited by a severe local 
disturbance. 

One of the most prominent circumstances 
in this case, is the acceleration of the pulse. 
When I first saw him, the beats were about 
140 in a minute ; at the present time they 
are slightly increased, being perhaps from 
140 to 150. The sensorium is scarcely dis- 
turbed i when questions are put to him. he 
gives a clear and ready answer. Neither does 
the alimentary canal appear to suffer any dis- 
turbance ; his bowels are regular, and there 
seems to he no marked disorder of the sys- 
tem. Indeed there is much less constitu- 
tional injury than we might have expected 
to find ; and it is this circumstance which 
leads me to augur favourably of the result, 
although very great destruction must occur 
of the integuments, and substance of the 
upper and fore arm. There is one thing 
which strikes me as a peculiar feature in 
this instance. 1 cannot trace any imme- 
diate cause of the present erysipelatous at- 
tack. Erysipelas, in most cases which I 
have met with, has followed some direct 
irritation, bruises, or some external injury, 
or it has supervened upon ulcers, or some 
local disease already existing. Now the 
patient not bei.og in a state to answer ques- 
tions without inconvenience, I am not quite 
clear upon the point, but this seems to me 
to be a cave of spontaneous erysipelas. 

The only efficient treatment to be pur- 
sued, was that of making incisions through- 
out the whole length of the affected part, 
and these were freely made, in the first 
place, from the axillary extremity to the 
elbow. 1? cutting through the cellular 
time, there was that kiud of resistance to 


the knife which it felt in dividing a firm, 
brawny substance, and that ^yellow colour 
which is a pretty sure indication of mortifi- 
cation. In general you find the cellular 
tissue of a red tint, quite different from the 
bright pale yellow which is observed in this 
instance. I made another incision from the 
elbow towards the wrist, and here too the 
tissue was in the same condition. I should 
mention that the knife was carried com- 
pletely through the stratum of tissue down 
upon the muscles, and the edges of the 
wounds, soon after the operation, gaped to 
the extent of half an inch. The bleeding 
was not so great as in the generality of in- 
stances ; indeed the vitality of the part was 
so much destroyed, that the period for pro- 
fuse haemorrhage was passed. You should 
be given to understand, that when a large 
portion of cellular membrane has been de- 
prived of its vitality, it iaapt to slough, and 
the integuments covering that part frequent- 
ly follow the same course ; and the cause of 
this is, that the nutrient vessela of the akin 
are destroyed by the sloughing of the cellu- 
lar substance. 

The arm, after having been covered with 
wet cloths, was enveloped in a poultice. I 
ordered the patient tome opening medicine, 
and afterwards a saline draught. 

When I saw this patient to-day, I found 
that he had passed a comfortable night, free 
from pain, although he had not had much 
rest. His pulse continued in the state of 
frequency mentioned before, and a further 
extension of the inflammation appeared to 
have taken place, which rendered necessary 
further incisions, lateral and longitudinal, 
and these were followed by more copious 
bleeding than before. There is a more com- 
plete sloughing of the skin consequent on 
the loss of vitality. 

If you can get a free discharge of matter, 
that will contribute in a great degree to the 
favourable progress of these cases ; and if n 
local stimulus of resin -ointment be applied, 
a good effect will be produced. That plan then 
has been pursued here ; and strips of plaster, 
with the yellow basilicon ointment, have 
been placed in the wounds. As his pulse to- 
day was nearly 150, feeble, countenance pal- 
lid, and as there was a state of general de- 
bility, I thought it advisable to prescribe 
cordials and stimuli. We always find a de- 
gree of correspondence between the local 
and general disturbance. Where severe lo- 
cal inflammation exists, we find an excited 
state of the constitution ; and when morti- 
fication has occurred, we find that condition 
of the general system described as debility. 
I desired that the patient should have n 
tablegpoonful of brandy to three of water. 
I also ordered him the sub.-carb. amm., and 
twenty drops of the tinct. opii, the object 
of which was to support the constitution. 
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and id afford him some sleep, the want of 
which he complained of. I understand be 
was asleep this evening when I came to the 
hospital. 

BLI8TERS IN ERYSIPELAS. 

The female patient, M. Robinson, the 
subject of simple erysipelas, whose case 1 
mentioned last week, has been proceeding 
under the same treatment then adopted — 
leeches and opening medicine. There is a 
pretty considerable diminution of the in- 
flammation, but it has extended down upon 
the foot, and up over the knee. Iu this case 
I have adopted a plan in great favour with 
the French, of applying a blister over the 
boundary between the inflamed and sound 
parts, with the view of stopping the further 
progress of' the affection. This object, if 
attainable, would be much to be desired, 
because the inflammation generally travels 
from the extremities to the trunk, and con- 
sequently may be attended in the end with 
considerable danger. If therefore we apply 
the blister extending about an inch and a half 
over the sound upon diseased parts, and 
thereby prevent the increase of the local and 
general disturbance, we shall accomplish a 
great benefit. 

The blister was put on the day before 
yesterday, but was not extended all round 
the limb. It appeared to me yesterday that 
the state of the leg was improved, and that 
the blister had effected the object.. To-day, 
however, the inflammation seems to have 
passed a little above it. The same state of 
general debility appears to exist in this pa- 
tient as in the last subject of our considera- 
tion, and I therefore ordered the subcar- 
bonate of ammonia and the camphor mix- 
ture, which I think preferable for young 
persons, as the subcarbonate of ammonia is 
a kind of intermediate stimulus that may be 
employed with greater safety than wine or 
alcohol. Indeed, so safely may it be used, 
that some persons of good experience adopt 
it in a general manner, in small doses every 
two or three hours, in all stages of erysipe- 
las ; and some even go so far as to make use 
of it as an external application in the form 
of a lotion. 

' 

TRIAL OF JOHN LONG, THE QUACK. 

OLD BAILEY.— Saturday, Oct . 30. 
[Before Mr. Justice Park and Mr. Baron 
Gar row.] 

This being the day fixed for the trial of 
this person, charged with occasioning tire 
death of Miss Cashin, the Court was toler- 
ably fully attended. To the credit of the 
sound sense and excellent taste of the ladles 


of the metropolis,’ we may observe, that 
there were not more than five or six females 
of even apparent respectability amongst the 
spectators. 

Precisely at nine o’clock the prisoner, 
who had been out on bail, was put to the 
bar. The indictment charged him with ad- 
ministering to Catherine Cashin, spinster, 
a dangerous liquid,' Tubbing, washing, and 
spongitig her back with the same, in conse- 
quence of which a wound, of the length of 
nine inches, of the width of seven inches, 
and of the depth of two inches, was inflicted 
on her back, of which she languished and 
died. He waS'also charged, on the Coro- 
ner’s Inquisition, with the like offence. 

The prisoner pleaded Not Guilty, in both 
cases. 

Mr. Alley and Mr. C. Phillips appear- 
ed for the prosecution; and Mr. Gurney, 
Mr. Serjeant Andrews, and Mr. Adolphus, 
for the prisoner. 

Mr. C. Phillips stated, that the prisoner 
stood charged with manslaughter, to which 
he had pleaded “ Not Guilty.” 

Mr. Alley characterised this as one of 
the most important cases that had ever come 
within his long practice. The prisoner was 
charged with administering a noxious wash 
to the back of the deceased ; and the ques- 
tion for them would be, whether that had 
been done unlawfully. The young woman 
was of a most respectable family iu Ireland ; 
her younger sister, labouring under indis- 
position, was recommended to try what 
change of air would do, and they accordingly 
came to London, where they resided, in the 
neighbourhood of the Hampstead-road. — 
Catherine Cashin occasionally attended her 
sick sister to the prisoner's house, under 
whose care the latter was. The deceased at 
that time, as he should distinctly prove, 
was in perfect health, of fine form, and firm 
flesh and muscle. The prisoner, however, 
in a short time tdld a person that if she did 
not put herself under his care, she would, in 
the course of two months, be in a rapid 
consumption. For along time she hesitated, 
but at length, frightened by the declaration 
of the prisoner, she went to his bouse on 
the 3d of August, and was rubbed between 
the shoulders and on the back. On the 9th 
and 10th, the pain was so intolerable, that 
she wanted the prisone'r to be sent for. She 
was, however, persuaded to wait till the 
13th. On that day the woman of the house 
where she lived went to the prisoner, and 
told him that a dangerous ulcer was formed, 
and that the pain was great. His answer 
was, “Oh, it’s all right; it is part of my 
system and he refused to do any-thing, 
as it would interrupt the course which be 
wished it to take. On the 14th, she became 
so ill that she was confined to her bed. The 
prisoner was sent for, and he looked at the 
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wound. A large black spot waa pointed out 
in the middle of the wound, aod it wu hint- 
ed that it looked like the commencement of 
mortification. He said, “ Ob, no, it *• all 
all right and added, that he would give 
100 guineas to have other patients in the 
same state. After his departure, Mrs. Rod* 
dis, the woman where she lived, applied a 
poultice^ in the hope of relieving the pain, 
but it did no good. Mr. firodie was then 
sent for, but he (Mr. Alley) had not a suffi- 
ciently accurate statement of that gentle- 
man’s evidence to enter into a description 
of it. The next day the prisoner was sent 
for again : he found fault with Mr. Brodie's 
baring been sent for, and refused to give 
any medicine, but recommended a tumbler 
of port- wine. Mrs. Roddis remonstrated, 
but he persisted in his prescription ; a glass 
of wine was administered, but it was imme- 
diately thrown off the stomach. The next 
day be was sent for again : be exposed the 
wound by throwing off the bed-clothes in 
no very gentle or decent manner ; and when 
spoken to about it, he said that it was ne- 
cessary to expose the wound to the air. He 
then called for a rag, and was about to do 
something to the back, when Miss Cashin 
said, <* Mr. Long, you shall not again touch 
me ; my back you have much injured ; it ia 
horrible; for you well know that when I 
became your patient I was well and com- 
fortable, and now you see my state. 1 ’ The 
prisoner then departed, and the next day the 
poor thing died. Mrs. Roddis, in the morn- 
ing, beard the bell ringing violently, and 
running up stairs quickly, she found her in 
the agonies of death. Some difficulty was 
felt as to the case ; and it was finally thought 
right to hold a Coroner’s Inquest on the 
body. What took place at that inquiry it 
was neither his wish nor his duty to state ; 
suffice to say, the verdict of that Jury had 
been t jnslaughter, and the prisoner was 
new, in consequence, put on his trial. In 
addition to these facts, he should be able to 
prove, that the prisoner had himself stated 
to the brother of the deceased, that it waa 
on his recommendation that the wash had 
been used. Mr. Alley then alluded to the 
examination of the body by the medical 
men, and he stated that they would all tell 
the Jury that the cause of the poor girl’s 
death indisputably was the wound ou the 
back. This was, in brief, an outline of the 
circumstances of the case as far as the facts 
went. He was sure that the Jury were free 
from all prejudice ; hut there was a notion 
prevalent abroad, that if a man, who was not 
a regular practitioner, administered to a 
patient, who subsequently died, he was 
guilty of a felony. This, however, was a 
mistaken notion, as was shown by Lord 
Hale, in his comments on a contrary remark 
made by Lord Coke. He wished to put this 


point broadly and fairly to the Jury, be time 
it waa not on that ground be wished to pro* 
cure a verdict. The criminal law of England, 
however, was so jealous of the lives of the 
King's subjects, that it enacted that if the 
set that caused the death of an individual 
waa done heedlessly and incautiously, the 
agent was guilty of manslaughter. In bis 
apprehension the conduct of the prisoner 
was much more than heedless and incau- 
tious ; and he asked whether any man in hia 
heart could say (if he proved the facta which 
he had stated) that this was not a case of 
manslaughter. It was well laid down by 
one of the best writers on the subject, that 
an act in itself lawful might become unlaw- 
ful by the want of due care and caution. 
This rule he begged leave to apply to medi- 
cal men ; for whatever their skill or their 
science might be, they were hound to act 
with due caution. God forbid that ha should 
say that due allowance waa not to be made 
for the judgment and coacluaions of a medi- 
cal man ; but when it went on to careless- 
ness and neglect, he held with great con- 
fidence that the practitioner would be an- 
swerable in the eye of the law. One of the 
facta most to be remembered in this case 
was, that the act had been sought by the 
prisoner himself ; the young woman was in 
good health, and it was on hia representa- 
tions that she had submitted to the opera- 
tion ; therefore it could not be said that he 
had been urged on by a desperate case to 
adopt a desperate remedy. The following 
witnesses were then called : — 

Mary Ann Roddis, examined by Mr. C. 
Phillips. — I am the wife of Mr. George 
Roddis, of No. 32, Mornington Place, Hamp- 
stead Road. In the month of June the 
Miss Cashins came to lodge iu my house ; 
the elder was cnlled Catherine Cashin ; her 
death is the subject of this inquiry. They 
came to lodge with me on the 26th June ; 
deceased then appeared to me to be in per- 
fect health ; she so continued till within 
four or five days of the time, when I went 
with her to Mr. Long ; we went there on 
Friday, 13th of August; Mr. Long at that 
time lived at 41, Harley Street ; we saw 
Mr. Long ; Miss Cashin introduced me to 
Mr. Long ; Mrs. Cashin had requested me 
to accompany her daughter, and express to 
Mr. Long her fears respecting the wound 
on her daughter s back ; I expressed this to 
Mr. Long ; Mr. Long said Miss Cashin must 
go and inhale, after which he would go and 
look at her back ; I went with her during 
the time she inhaled, and after that Mr. 
Long had her in another room; when I 
went into the inhaling room, there appeared 
to me to he two cabinet pianos ; each lady 
took a pipe of about a yard and a half long, 
and put it to an orifice iu the machine, op- 
posite to which she placed a chair, and ap- 
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plying the pipe to the orifice, the inhaled ; 
there were about eight or ten ladies in the 
room when I was there ; Miss Cashin was 
from half an hour to three-quarters inhaling ; 
after this, went into a room down stairs, 
into which 1 did not go ; as we were going to 
the carriage, Mr. Long expressed a wish 
that Miss Cashin should come to his bouse 
every day, for the purpose of inhaling ; Mr. 
Long also added, that she would be well in 
a few days; the next day, in consequence 
of something deceased said to me, 1 wrote 
to Mr. Long ; he came to my house between 
five and six in the evening of that day ; ha 
saw the deceased in my presence, and ex- 
amined the state of the wound on her back ; 
he said it was in a beautiful state, and that 
he would give a hundred guineas if he could 
produce a similar wound on the persons of 
some of his patients ; I directed his atten- 
tion to a portion of the wound which had a 
dark inflamed appearance; he said it was 
the consequence of inhaling, and unless 
those appearances were produced, be could 
expect no beneficial result. At that time 
the wound and inflammation appeared to be 
about six inches by four ; I told him that I 
bad applied a poultice of bread and water, 
with a large portion of hog’s-iard in it, and 
that I had given her saline draughts; he 
said that I had done venr wisely ; I asked 
Mr. Long what was to be done to allay the ir- 
ritation of the stomach ; he said be had heard 
of no irritation of die stomach ; I told him that 
in my note I had expressed the words M un- 
ceasing sickness;” lie said I had not; but 
on referring to (he note, which he had with 
him, he found that I had stated it ; he said 
that the sickaess was of no consequence, 
but on the contrary a benefit. I begged that 
he would order something to quiet the sto- 
mach and bowels ; be said it was all the 
consequence of inhaling, and that those 
symptoms, combined with the wound, were 
proofs that his system was taking due effect; 
I begged him to give her a composing 
draught, to which he replied, 44 that a tum- 
bler of mulled port-wine was a better com- 
posing draught than all the doctors in the 
world could give, for ho hated the very 
name of physic.** On the stairs Mr. Lons 
requested that 1 would expose the wound to 
the air; when lie told me to give. the mulled 
ort-wine, I objected, but he insisted on its 
eing given ; I gave her a wine-glass full, 
which was immediately rejected by the 
stomach. When he told me to expose the 
wound to the air, he added, that I was to lay 
on a piece of linen, and keep a continual 
application of cream ; 1 said that to expose 
a wound like that to the air would produce 
madness almost. He then said, that on 
reconsidering, he thought there could not 
be a better application than the poultice I 
had already made, and he requested that I 


would continue it, and hie should rely on 
my judgment for an account of the wound 
on the following morning ; he stated, that 
as I had constantly applied the poultices, I 
should be better able to form a correct opi- 
nion than he should ; he then took his leave, 
I applied the poultice as he desired ; Miss 
Cashin, however, got worse. Mr. Long 
came on the following morning (Sunday, 
the 15th), between eleven and twelve; he 
went into Miss Cashin*s bed-room, and I 
was there also ; Mrs. Cashin was also there ; 
on going into the room he very hastily took 
off his coat, and threw it on the bed ; he 
requested some soft dry linen to be procured ; 
he had asked me bow Mias Cashin was, 
and I said she was worse ; he then very un- 
courteously stripped off her night-dress; 
he did not do it gently— he did it very 
rudely — as I never saw a medical man do 
in my life ; I begged he would step aside 
until I removed the poultice ; Miss Cashin 
said, '< Indeed, Mr. Long, you shall not 
touch my hack again — you very well know 
that when I became your patient 1 was 
in perfect health, but now you are killing 
m«.’' Mr. Long replied, 44 Whatever incon- 
venience you are now suffering, it will be of 
short duration, for in two or three days you 
will be better in health than you ever were 
in your life,*’ and again spoke most con- 
fidently that the result of his system would 
be to prolong her life ; he then put on his 
coat ; he said, alluding to her stomach and 
bowels, that those were the symptoms he 
wished to produce, and that they were the 
proofs that there were the seeds of consump- 
tion in her ; I pointed out to him again the 
same spot in the wound that I had pointed 
out to him on the Saturday ; the spot was 
then darker, and the wound had materially 
extended in that interval; he said that pro- 
bably a number of boils would come out, 
which would be the consequence of inhaling, 
and which he wished to produce ; he added 
that she was going on uncommonly well ; 
the linen had been brought, as he desired, 
but he made no use of it ; during this time 
Miss Cashin*s back was lying exposed, al- 
together from ten to fifteen minutes; Mrs. 
Cashin again pressed the sickness on his 
attention ; he said that he had a remedy 
with him which would stay the sickness, 
but that he would not then apply it, for it 
would be of ultimate benefit to her, and he 
liked the sickueaa ; Mrs. Cashin said— 
44 Good God ! Mr. Long, why don’t yom 
now apply it?” He said he had visited a 
lady who had hed sickness for six weeks, 
and she was better for it ; he added that our 
fears were perfectly groundless, for no ou? 
could be doing better than Miss Cashin was ; 
he then ordered some rhubarb and magnesia 
for her bowels ; before he went away, he 
mUI that if the sickness was not oyer before 
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eleven or twelve that night, he would call 
end give her something to atop it ; this in* 
terview was on the Sunday morning, and she 
died about tenon the Tuesday morning ; he 
called again that night about eleven or 
twelve ; she was still labouring under the 
sickness, and he gave her some medicine 
that he brought with him, but it was thrown 
off the stomach before Mr. Long left the 
room. In the morning of the Sunday she 
appeared to me to present a very restless 
and distressed appearance— tumbling and 
tossing about the bed ; iu the evening and 
through the day she had been getting gra- 
dually worse ; I told Mr. Long that I thought 
the nervous system was so much affected 
that something ought to be done, and that 
probably some medicine might be given 
with effect ; he said my fears were perfectly 
groundless — that it was my ignorance of his 
system, and that she would be perfectly well 
in two or three days ; I was with her that 
night till, past two o'clock; we were con- 
stantly removing her pillows ; her distress 
was extreme ; Mr. Long called twice in the 
course of the Monday ; the first time was 
between eight and nine iu the morning ; 1 
did not then see him with Miss Casbin, but 
I waited ia the drawing-room to ask bow 
she was ; he then said that she was doing 
uncommonly well ; Miss Cashin continued 
during the morning getting gradually worse ; 
in consequence of her condition, Mr. Brodie 
was sent for ; he saw her about six in the 
evening, and under his directions some 
things were administered to her; he ordered 
a poultice and a saline draught, and the de- 
ceased was for a time a little better; Mr. 
Long called about seven o'clock, after Mr. 
Brodie bad aeen the patient ; Miss Cashin 
passed a very bad night; I saw her at 
halt-post seven on the Tuesday morning, 
nod gave her a saline draught by Mr. 
Brodie’a prescription ; in about half an hour 
afterwards I gave her. a cup of coffee and 
some dry toast; Mr. Long had not inter- 
dicted Miss Cashin from any particular kind 
of food ; he said, in the course of his attend- 
ance, that his patients might eat or drink 
whatever they liked, without restriction ; 
after giving her the coffee aud dry toast 1 
quitted her; she was then extremely pale, 
and looking very ill ; some time after the 
bell rang violently, and there was a great 
thumping on the floor ; I was then at my 
breakfast ; I immediately went up to Miss 
Casbin’s bed-room ; I found her dying ; 1 
tried to get a teaspoon-full of braudy into 
her mouth, but her jaws were quite set, and 
she was dead ; she died about ten o’clock 
in the morning of Tuesday ; I believe Mrs. 
Cashin ia now in Ireland. 

Mr. Gurney said that he had no ques- 
tion to put ia cross-examination to this 
witness? 


By the Court. The deceased wm the 
elder Miss Cashin ; the other Miss Cashia 
was a patient of Mr. Long before the de- 
ceased came under his bands; the younger 
Miss Cashin was under bis care from the 
time they first came to lodgs at my house ; 
the deceased had become a patient of Mr. 
Long for four or five days before I went with 
her to Harley Street. 

Mr. Patrick Sweetman examined by Mr. 
Alt.ey. I live in Dublin, and married the 
sister of the deceased ; in consequence of a 
letter I received I came over to this country ; 
the deceased left Ireland about seven weeks 
before I came over ; she was then in very 
good health ; I arrived in England on the 
Saturday previous to her death ; I went 
immediately to see her ; Mr. Long came to 
see her soon after I got there ; I asked him 
what he thought of Miss Cashin ; he replied 
that she was doing remarkably well — aa well 
as he could wish ; I remembered that her 
stomach was sick ; I was in the hall when 
Mr. Long oame in ; I heard Mrs. Roddia 
ask if something should not be done toallayr 
the heat of Miss Cashin's back ; he said it 
should be exposed to the air ; Mrs. Roddia 
said she thought something ought to be put 
to it ; Mr. Long said. Then if there must be 
something put, put a little cold cream, and 
sop it up with linen from time to time ; Mrs* 
Roddia said she could not bear it ; he then 
said, What would you put 1 She said she had 
applied a poultice in the morning, which 
had given relief. 

Mr. Justice Park. Mr. Alley, ia it 
worth while to have this repeated? No 
earthly witness could have given all thia 
better than the last witness*, and she has not 
even been cross-examined; therefore she 
cannot need coofirmetiou. 

Mr. Alley. 1 am obliged to your Lord- 
ship. 

Examination continued. I breakfasted 
with Mr. Long on the Sunday morning. I. 
told him that I had come to inquire concern- 
ing the health of Miss Cashin ; he said that 
her friends need be under no apprehension, 
for her back was in the state that he wished 
it to be, and there were many of his patients 
who would be glad to have such a discharge 
— her stomach, he said, would get well of 
itself. He told me that a young lady, a 
patient of his, had asked him what he 
thought of Miss Cashin, and that he told the 
young lady, that unless she (Miss Cashin) 
put herself under his care, she would die of 
consumption in two or three months ; the 
young lady told Mrs. Cashin the con versa- 
| tion she had had with Mr. Long ; the con- 
sequence was, that Mrs. Cashin pi|t Miss 
Csshiu under his course of treatment, hop- 
ing to prevent her falling into a consump- 
tion ; he told me that he rubbed a mixture 
on different £*rts of the body, sometimes on 
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the back, sometimes on the chest, the head, 
or the eyes ; he produced a book, and asked 
me to sign it — it was requiring the sub- 
scribers not to divulge what the mixture 
Vras, or what was its colour ; I said I had 
no objection ; I could not divulge it, for I 
neither saw it nor knew any thing about it ; 
a gentleman in the room remarked that it 
was all nonsense ; Mrs. Cashin is in Ire- 
laud ; Miss C. Cashin was 24; Miss Ellen 
Cashin was about 16 or 17. 

Mr. Benjamin Brodie, examined by Mr. 
C. Phillips. I am a surgeon ; I went on 
Monday, the 16th of August, to the house 
of Mrs. Roddis, to see Miss Cashin ; she 
was at that time confined to her bed ; I was 
there between five and six in the afternoon ; | 
I examined the person of the young lady ; I 
found it extensively inflamed ; the whole of 
the inflamed surface was about the size of a 
plate ; in the centre there was a spot nearly 
as large as the palm of my hand, which was 
black, dead — in a state which we call slough- 
ing, or mortification ; she was also suffering 
excessively from incessant sickness ; I was 
informed that nothing whatever would re- 
main on her stomach; I prescribed some 
medicine for her to take, merely with a view 
to allay the sickness; nothing further could 
be done at that time, and a poultice was to 
be applied to the back ; I thought her very 
ill indeed, though I did not think that she 
was in that immediate danger which it ap- 
peared she was ; it appeared to me as if 
some powerful stimulating liniment had 
been applied to her back. I called at the 
house on the following afternoon, and found 
that she had died in the morning ; I should 
think it was quite absurd to administer a 
tumbler of mulled port-wine, it could not 
be expected to stay on her stomach ; I 
should not think it right to apply a stimu- 
lating liniment to the back of a person in 
perfect health to produce such a sore, nor 
do I think that any of the stimulating lini- 
ments in ordinary use would produce the 
same effects — the same extensive mischief — 
I mean by that to include both the consti- 
tutional effects and the local effects ; in my 
opinion, the sickness and vomiting were as 
much the effect of what had been done as 
the mortification. 

By Mr. Baron Gar row. I think the 
application of such a liniment to a person of 
the deceased’s age, sex, and condition, was 
likely to produce disease and danger ; and 
it has fallen to my lot to see a case similar 
since this occurrence. 

- By the Court. There is great difference 
in constitutions, and I do not mean to say 
that it would produce equal danger in all 
cases; it iB the practice of 6ome medical 
men to apply stimulants to the chests of 
persons labouring under consumption; I 
knew nothing of the young lady before the 


Monday ; wine would have been proper in 
this case, if the stomach could have borne 
it, administered in moderate quantities; I 
was not present at any of the post-moi'tem 
examinations ; but I can say, that what I 
saw on the back was quite sufficient to ac- 
count for death. 

Dr. Alexander Thomson, examined by 
Mr. Alley. I am a bachelor of medicine ; 
I have heard Mr. Brodie’s evidence, and I 
perfectly agree with his opinion. 

Mr. Thomas King, examined by Mr. C. 
Phillips. I attended the examination of 
the body of the deceased, at the chapel in 
Moorfields, on the 24th August; I observed 
the state of the back ; there was a piece of 
dead, or disorganised skin— such as we call 
an eschar, and which Mr. Brodie has called 
a slough — between the shoulders, about the 
size of my hat ; the parts immediately be- 
neath the skin were gorged in a water y 
fluid, called serum; I examined, in com- 
pany with Dr. Hogg, Mr. James Johnson, 
Dr. Maclean, and others, the body, to see if 
there was any latent disease ; we discovered 
none ; the vital parts of the body appeared 
to me to be in a tolerably healthy state, such 
as the body of a previously healthy person 
would have after lying a short time in the 
earth. 

Dr. James Johnson, examined by Mr. 
Alley. There was no other appearance' of 
disease except the wound on the back. ' 

Dr. John Hogg examined by Mr. Phil- 
lips. The wound on the back appeared as 
if produced by gunpowder. The sheath of 
the spinal marrow was discoloured opposite 
the external wound, from which he con- 
cluded that there had been great constitu- 
tional disturbance. The violence done to a 
delicate and nervous young lady was enough 
to cause death. 

Dr. Goode ve examined by Mr. Alley. 
He would not have inflicted such a wound. 

Alice Dyke examined by Mr. C. Phil- 
lips. The prisoner is my master ; I am 
now in his service, and have been for six 
months. I was in his service on the 3d of 
August ; I remember Miss Cashin ; on the 
3d of August I rubbed some liquid on the 
back of Miss Cashin, by Mr. Long’s orders 
that was the first day on which I rubbed 
ber back ; I never rubbed her except that 
time ; I do not know of what that liquid was 
composed. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Gurney. Mr. 
Long had a great many patients, many of 
them persons of rank and Btation ; I was 
employed to rub the ladies; I used to take 
the lady that was to be rubbed behind a 
screen, separate from the rest, who were in 
the same room ; the rubbing was done for 
the purpose of producing a discharge ; she 
was rubbed but once, but came day by day 
afterwards to be dressed ; I washed round 
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the tore on those occasions with a lotion ; 
I rubbed her with the same liquid, and 
washed her with the same lotion as others. 

Cross -examination contiuued. The rub- 
bing did not produce a greater discharge 
from Miss Casbin’s back than from the back 
of other patients; 1 dressed it every day, 
and it did not put on a more angry appear- 
ance than in other cases ; the Marchioness 
of Ormond and Lady Harriet Butler were 
there the same days as Miss Casbin, aud 
the same lotion was used to Lady Harriet as 
to Miss Csshin ; Mrs. Ottley was also there 
at the same time ; the lotion was used with 
her ; Miss Roxburgh was another ; the 
wound was dressed with a cabbage leaf, 
after it bad been washed round with the 
lotion. 

Re-examined. There was only one lotion 
used altogether; the lotion which I used 
for the washing was the same as that used 
to produce the discharge ; Miss Cashin’s 
mother and sister were the only other per- 
sons in the room when 1 rubbed Miss Cashin ; 
when all the liquid in the bottle was used it 
was filled again by Mr. Long ; the tore in 
Miss Cashin’s back, on the 14th of August, 
was not bigger than the palm of my hand, 
and not a bit worse than that on other ladies ; 
the colour of the sore was rather red. 

The case for the prosecution here ended. 

Mr. Gurney submitted that there was no 
case to go to the Jury; there was no evi- 
dence to show that the deceased had been 
in any respect differently treated from the 
other patients in attendance upon Mr. Long. 
He bad applied to her the same remedy 
which he had applied in other cases, and 
which had been so applied with the most 
complete success. 

Mr. Serjeant Andrews followed Mr. Gur- 
ney on the same side, pressing upon the 
attention of the Court the view that Lord 
Hale aud Mr. Justice Blackstone took of 
cases of medical practice, observing, that 
however liable formerly to actions, if not 
regularly licensed, medical practitioners 
could not be found guilty of manslaughter. 
The question which he conceived presented 
itself to the Court, was, whether or not Mr. 
Long had assiduously used those remedies 
which hismeans and education enabled him. 
If he acted bond fide , however mistaken, he 
could not be held as having committed a 
criminal act. 

Mr. Adolphus followed on the same side. 

Mr. Justice Park said that he had con- 
sulted with his learned brother, and found 
that their views of the case did not coincide 
upon the whole matter, therefore he should 
not feel himself justified in stopping the 
case. 

Mr. Baron G arrow observed, that he 
felt bound to state his impression respecting 
the present case. It was his opinion that 


if, upon the facts of the case, it did turn out 
that the verdict of the jury was unfavour- 
able to the prisoner, the question of law 
ought to be submitted to the solemn adjudi- 
cation of the congregated wisdom of all the 
judges. At that stage of the trial he would 
himself recommend that the opiuion of the 
jury be taken upon the question of fact, and 
leave to the judges at large to decide the 
question of law. Adverting to the case of 
Mr. Van Butchell, he observed that Mr. 
Baron Hullock was perfectly right in stop- 
ping the case. There excellent grounds 
existed for his doing so, which did by ne 
means apply to that then before the jury ; 
and it was further to be remembered, that 
in Mr. Van Butchell’s case no third person 
was present during the application of the 
remedies or the performance of the opera- 
tion. When he considered the several au- 
thorities affecting the present question, he 
must say that there was not the slightest 
distinction between the conduct of the most 
eminent physician or surgeon, or the poor- 
est, humblest, and least educated man in 
the community. No matter whether pre- 
judice, ignorance, or poverty, brought his 
patients to Mr. Long, he must staud in a 
court of criminal judicature exactly in the 
same situation as would the president of the 
College of Physicians, or the president qf 
the College of Surgeons ; the humblest and 
the highest ought to occupy precisely the 
same situation ; the only question was, whe- 
ther the prisoner at the bar had used suffi- 
cient care and diligence in the application of 
a remedy which he apparently believed to 
be efficacious. Were he drunk, or did he 
do that which on the face of it could not fail 
to be mischievous, the law would hold him 
to have acted criminally. But his (Baron 
Garrow’s) reading of the law was, that the 
humblest bone-setter in the remotest village 
stood in the same situation, in regard to a 
criminal prosecution, as if lie w ere the pre- 
sident of the most distinguished college in 
the United Kingdom. It was in the high- 
est degree important that the law should be 
settled if any doubt existed on the subject, 
and so it would be if, upon a consideration 
of the facts, the jury thought the conduct of 
Mr. Long culpable. 

Mr. Justice Park then asked the prisoner 
if he had any-thing to address to the jury. 
A written defence was put in, which the 
officer of the court read to the jury. It set 
forth that the mother of the deceased 
brought her to him — that a youuger sister 
of Miss Cashin had been labouring under 
pulmonary consumption — that be adminis- 
tered to the deceased the same remedy that 
had been found efficacious in other cases — 
that he had many witnesses in court to 
prove that he had treated a variety of cases 
with the most complete success which hod 
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been considered hopeless, end that the un- 
fortunate failure which occasioned the death 
of MissCashin was of a nature by no means 
unfreqnent in the course of medical prac- 
tice. He complained of the effect produced 
against him by statements and commentaries 
made through the medium of the public 
press, and prayed the jury to discharge from 
their minds any feelings which such publi- 
cations might have created. 

Witnesses were then called on the pri- 
soner’s behalf. 

Mr. Samuel Houghton, of Manchester, 
had consulted Mr. Long as a medical man ; 
had attended him about eight months ; was 
satisfied with his skill and abilities. 

Mr. Samuel Wilding, of Shropshire, bad 
once resorted to Mr. Long for the same pur- 
pose; was under his care for eleven weeks ; 
was perfectly satisfied with his attention 
and medical skill. 

Miss Harriet Page bad been under the 
care of Mr. Long, and was very much satis- 
fied wUhhis kindness, attention, and skill. 

The Marchioness of Ormond, and three of 
her ladyship’s family, had been under the 
care of Mr. Long, the eldest five months, 
and the other four ; was perfectly satisfied 
with his attention, humanity, and skill. 

Mrs. Sarah Ottley had had occasion to 
tesort to Mr. Long as a medical adviser ; 
was under his care for three months. His 
attention was such as to perfectly satisfy 
her. 

Miss Penelope Smith had been under the 
care of Mr. Long for five months up to the 
present time ; was decidedly of a favourable 
opinion of his skill and humanity. 

The Marquess of Sligo, four months under 
Mr. Long’s care, deposed that he never saw 
nor heard of a medical practitioner more 
kind-hearted, attentive, or humane. 

Lord Viscount Ingestrie had occasion to 
consult Mr. Long, and was perfectly satis- 
fied with bis skill. 

Miss Ottley, Miss Sarah Webb, Mrs. 
Forti, Mrs. Swinden, Colonel Campbell, 
General Sharpe, M. Prendergast, Esq.; 
William Addington, Esq., of Kentish Town ; 
the lady of General Ashworth, her sister, 
and three children; Mrs. Macdougal, of 
Guernsey ; Mr. Pemberton, who produced 
his child, which had been cured two years 
since; Mr. John Braiihwaite, of the JNew 
Road; Miss Anna Grindley; Mis3 Ann 
Roxburgh ; Mr. George Ljng, of the Bo- 
rough ; Samuel Sotherby, bookseller ; Mr. 
Roxburgh, the father of Mies Roxburgh ; 
Mrs. Prendergast; Mr. William Conway; 
Francis Roxburgh ; Mr. George Manley ; 
wnre then called. They all expressed them- 
selves perfectly satisfied with the skill, hu- 
manity, and kindness evinced towards them 
by the prisoner. 

Mr. Justice Park thefc proceeded to sum 


up. He requested the Jury to discharge 
from their minds any-thing they might have 
heard out of doors on the subject of the ac- 
cusation under which the gentleman at the 
bar then stood. No doubt the publications 
that had appeared respecting it were such as 
might have the effect of influencing the 
minds of juries, if they did not labour to 
free themselves from the prejudice which 
might so he created — not that he meant to 
impute to those by whom the public press 
was conducted, any intention of doing a 
disservice to Mr. Long ; on the contrary, 
he felt perfectly satisfied that they were 
men of too much honour and probity to en- 
tertain any such intention. He was sure not 
one of them put forward such publications 
with the view of running down an indivi- 
dual. The Jury, whom he then addressed, 
would, he was sure, remember that they 
were acting under the solemn sanction of 
an oath, find would feel it their bounden 
duty not to allow themselves to he influenced 
one way or the other, hut to give a dispas- 
sionate consideration to the case brought 
before them. For himself he knew nothing 
whatever about the case, except what ha 
had heard that day in Court, and what he 
had learned from the depositions laid before 
him. He was, at the time of the inquest, 
in a distant part of the country — his mind 
occupied with other matters— and suppos- 
ing, as he had a right to do, that the case 
would not come before him, but before those 
of his learned brethren who had presided at 
the September Sessions, he had, therefore, 
not the slightest acquaintance with the 
case, excepting what was derived from the 
depositions, and what he had that day. heard 
in Court. He could not let pass that op- 
portunity of saying that he had always 
thought, ever since he had the power of 
thinking, that there could not he a more 
dangerous error than to permit the previous 
publication of evidence afterwards to come 
before a jury. It was, in many cases, im- 
possible for the most honest and upright 
mind to divest itself of prejudice ; hut were 
it possible in all cases — and he hoped it was 
—it would be highly desirable for a jury to 
divest themselves of every sort of previous 
knowledge ; above all, they were hound to 
remember that they had nothing whatever 
to do with the verdict Of the coroner’s jury 
or of the grand jury. Doubtless, the matter 
could not come before them without a ver- 
dict of some sort ; hut it was to be observed, 
that the evidence upon which the Grand Jury 
found their bill, was far short of what came 
before a petit jury for their decision. He 
could not help saying that he thought it un- 
fortunate the counsel for the prisoner should 
have sought for an immediate acquittal be- 
fore the defence was entered on, because it 
led to an apparent difference of opinion be- 
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tween him and bis learned brother; their 
difference was not so much as to the law of 
the case, as with respect to the course which 
it was then expedient to pursue. He held, 
and he believed there could be no second 
opinion amongst lawyer* on the subject, 
that nothing but the grossest ignorance, or 
the most criminal inattention, could render 
any man, licensed or unlicensed, amenable 
for bis medical practice to a court of crimi- 
nal judicature. He then read over his notes 
to the jury, who immediately retired to con- 
sider their verdict. 

A little after seven o'clock, Mr. Justice 
Park again entered the Court, and ordered 
the Jury to be called, apparently with an in- 
tention, if they bad not agreed on their ver- 
dict, to apprise them of nU wislt to retire 
for the night, and that they must therefore 
be locked up until Monday morning. The 
Jury did not immediately obey the summons, 
but in the course of about five minutes they 
Returned into the box, and were then asked 
If they bad as yet agreed on their verdict 1 

The Foreman instantly answered yes; 
fend that they found the prisoner— Guilty. 

The expression of this opinion, so differ- 
ent from what was anticipated by the audi- 
ence in Court, from the summing up of the 
learned Judge, excited very great surprise, 
and several persons gave utterance very 
audibly to their feelings of satisfaction. 

Mr. Justice Park promptly reminded 
them of the necessity of conducting them- 
selves with decorum in a Court of Justice, 
and his determination to punish those who 
repeated the offence. 

His Lordship, who seemed to be very little 
prepared for such a verdict, then coniulted 
for a few minutes, in great apparent earnest- 
ness, with the Recorder, and immediately 
afterwards begged the Sheriff to request the 
attendance of his brother Garrow. 

Mr. Baron Garrow, the Sheriffs, and a 
number of Aldermen and Magistrates, then 
entered the Court; and a consultation be- 
tween the two learned Judges and the 
Recorder was then renewed for several 
minutes. At its conclusion, 

Mr. Justice Park addressed the Counsel 
for the prisoner, and observed that under the 
eculiar circumstances of the case, he and 
is learned brother had agreed to defer 
assing judgment on the prisoner until Mon- 
ty morning. 

Mr. Serjeant Andrews immediately ad- 
dressed his Lordship, and requested, in that 
Case, that the prisoner might he permitted 
to depart, on finding sureties for his re-ap- 
pearance on Monday morning. 

Mr. Allev, however, was proceeding to 
oppose this application ou the part of the 
prosecution, when 

Mr. Justice Park said he Could make no 
distinction between the case of the prisoner 


| and that of any other perm convicted of 
felony: justice must be dealt out to the 
same extent to the rich mao as to the poor. 
He begged, however, that he might not, in 
saying this, be supposed to cist soy asper- 
sion on the character of the prisoner, as he 
had no doobt, if the forms of justice had 
allowed his taking bail for the prisoner, that 
he would hare appeared accordingly. It 
was probable that the Court might pronounce 
a sentence of imprisonment, and consequent- 
ly it would make little difference whether 
the judgment was pronounced then or on 
Monday. 

The prisoner was brought in from New- 
gate on Monday at twelve o'clock (at which 
time Mr. Justice Park attended), when lie 
was sentenced to pay a fine to the King of 
Two Hundred and Fifty Pounds. John 
Long immediately pulled a handful of bank- 
notes from his pocket, paid the money to 
the officer of the court, and was imme- 
diately discharged. Having quitted the 
bar, he proceeded to the court-yard in com- 
pany with his ftiends, where he got into 
the curricle of the Marquis of Sligo, and 
rode off with hia lordship amidst the con- 
gratulations of bis “ noble *’ friends, and the 
hootings, hissings, and laughter of Uto 
populace. 


ON THE MODS OF 1LECTINO HOSPITAL 
SU BOSONS. 

7b the Editor of Thb Lancet* 

Sir,— Y our readers cannot be insensible 
to the strenuous efforts you have made 6n 
several occasions to direct the attention of 
the profession, and the governors of hospi- 
tals in particular, to the abuses exercised in 
the present system of electing their sur- 
geons. Y ou have proved how often, by in- 
terest, an inexperienced youth bas been 
placed over his superiors, and you have de- 
precated the glaring impropriety of making 
that the prise of consanguinity which should 
be the boon of exalted merit, and the reward 
ofindefatigable professional study : although 
this has become a thrice-told tale, still no 
remedy has been applied. I therefore trust 
I shall not be thought presumptuous if I 
address to hospital surgeons a few remark* 
which appear to me calculated, in some de- 
gree, to ensure to them an increased portion 
of respect and consideration in the profes- 
sion of which they are responsible mem-* 
bers. 

Every hospital, in proportion to the num- 
ber of surgical patients received into ita 
wards, should maintain one or two house- 
surgeons to take the immediate charge and 
superin tendance of casualties. The appoint- 
ment should be given to members of the 
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College of Surgeons, from 23 to 26- years of 
age who have conducted themselves irre- 
proachably as students and dressers at the 
hospital, and who, under a public examina- 
tion, have given proof of superior attainments 
in the science, and dexterity and skill in 
the practice, of surgery. The office should 
be held one year, and where the services of 
two house-surgeons are required, it would 
be a desirable arrangement to make the elec- 
tion half-yearly. 

With regard to the appointment of sur- 
geons of hospitals, it should be considered 
as an indispensable qualification in the can- 
didates to have filled the post of house-sur- 
geon ; in fact, the governors should be 
urged to reject all those who had not taken 
that probationary step, and not, as at pre- 
sent, fix their exclusive choice on the ap- 
prentices of the surgeons. 

I am induced to present these suggestions 
to the consideration of hospital surgeons for 
many reasons ; in the first place, after an 
absence of some years from the hospital of 
which I was a pupil, I was sensibly im- 
pressed by the increased emulation of its 
surgeons, I found each courting the remarks 
and inquiries of the student, and anxious to 
impart every fact illustrative of the cases 
presented to view; in short, instead of the 
taciturn perambulation of ward after ward, 
to which I had in some measure been ac- 
customed, I found the whole time occupied 
in an interesting clinical conversation. This 
improved state of circumstances gives me 
the conviction, that surgeons of hospitals 
are awakened to an enlarged view of the 
important duties connected with their pub- 
lic situations ; evincing then as they do, a 
zeal for the profession, united to the bene- 
volence of the trust reposed in them, we 
may reasonably hope to gain their concur- 
rence in any measure tending with the 
general good to elevate their own character 
as a body. Again, they have great influence 
in the establishment of which they are 
officers, and as long as that influence is ex- 
erted in a cause which ultimately tends to 
the amelioration of human misery, it is their 
just reward, and no disinterested individual 
of the medical profession would wish for- an 
instant to deprive them of their well-earned 
prerogative, but this power furnishes us 
with another claim upon them, for at least 
a serious consideration of any proposal 
offered for their approval. 

I cannot conclude without making a few 
geueial remarks on the favourable results 
likely to arise from the adoption of the fore- 
going suggestions. In the first place, the 
greatest stimulus is afforded to the student, 
and an excitement is given to excel in hospi- 
tal pursuits, for he has always before him the 
prospect of filling a distinguished situation. 
We have had too many serious instances of 


the utter incompetency of dressers not to 
feel assured, that any measure calculated to 
mature their knowledge must abound in ad- 
vantage to the community, inasmuch as the 
patients committed, in some degree, to their 
care, would have present and competent aid 
secured to them in the distress of sickness. 

Advancing in our proposition we come to 
the house-surgeon. This appointment, in- 
stead of being bartered as it is at present, 
and made a very expensive undertaking, 
should be reserved as a reward for the skil- 
ful performance of the duties of dresser, and 
good general conduct in the hospital ; but 
it should be given under certain conditions, 
as, the candidate being perpetual pupil of 
the hospital, a member of the College of 
Surgeons, and haviug undergone a public 
examination. 

We now arrive at the desirable ultimatum 
at which I am aiming, and I wish fully to 
establish the position, that all hospital sur- 
geons should be selected by the governors 
from the ci-devant house-surgeons, because 
then the situation would be filled by men 
who, through all the gradations of their pro- 
fessional career, have been influenced by the 
most ardent zeal in the acquisition of know- 
ledge, from the period of their commencing 
as pupils to the consummation of their 
highest hopes and wishes in the possession 
of the honourable distinction of hospital sur- 
geon, a title which would then at once 
emerge from that baneful cloud (private in- 
terest) by which its brightest features are 
at present obscured, and bursting forth as 
the reward of genuine merit, and the incen- 
tive to high deeds, would become the admi- 
ration of men of science as an ornament only 
to be acquired by character, industry, and 
professional attainments. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your constant reader and well-wisher. 

Apis. 

October 6, 1830. 


COLLEGE OF BURGEONS. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — I am greatly surprised at Mr. Will- 
cock’s misconception of the charter of that 
high-minded body, the Council of the Royal 
College of Surgeons. The error should he 
corrected on account of its tendency, which 
is to revive a custom that is falling into dis- 
use ; I allude to “ passing,” or, in other 
words, submitting to be fleeced of twenty 
guineas, under the false pretence that the 
diploma is a necessary ingredient in the 
composition of a surgeon. 

The depressed circumstances of many 
medical pupils made it necessary to econo- 
mise their funds; and in order thereto. 
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they Qatnnilly inquired whet was essentially 
necessary to the completion of tbeir educa- 
tion and their qualification to practise! Tub 
Lancet soon satisfied them, that to prac- 
tise surgery, the diploma of the College was 
not a necessary warrant ; and they them- 
selves well knew, that as the college exami- 
nation was not a test of fitness, so was the 
certificate no evidence of ability. The diffu- 
sion of this knowledge has occasioned a 
great falling off in the exchequer of Lin- 
coln’s Inn Fields, thereby wounding those 
worthy men, the examiners, in their centre 
of sensibility — the pocket ; and has I be- 
lieve done more towards producing pass- 
ing and approaching changes, than even 
your eloquent denunciations of their ini- 
quitous legislation. 

It cannot be too generally known, that 
the college diploma confers no advantage, 
that it does not protect the possessor from 
the rivalry of another who has not been a 
prey to the spoilers, that it will not enable 
the holder to enter the public services — in 
other terms, it is a piece of sealed paper 
certifying lies, and signed by men whose 
corporate injustice leaves no doubt of their 
willingness to sign an instrument which 
would consign the holder to the prince of 
the power of the air, for half the “ con- 
sideration ” they extort for the evidence [of 
their cupidity, snd the illimitable folly of 
their dupe — the purchaser. 

. W ith unbounded gratitude for your cease- 
less and successful endeavours for the*in- 
terests of your professional brethren, and 
those of science and humanity, 

I remain. Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 

A Surgeon. 


LONDON HOSPITAL. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — Although I cannot approve of the 
abuse which Mr. W. A. Walford has so in- 
discriminately and unsparingly showered 
down upon the heads of Sir W. Blizard and 
Mr. Headington, or help being pleased at 
the spirit which has actuated the pupils of 
the London Hospital in taking up the 
cudgels iu defence of their teacher; yet I 
think they might have spared themselves 
the trouble, had the former gentleman only 
been concerned ; for they may rely upon it, 
that there is not one amongst them for 
whose interest, unconnected with his own, 
Sir William cares a rush. I know not what 
the morn of his life was, but I can recol- 
lect that the afternoon was rather unpro- 
pitious ; it was much inclined to be bois- 
terous; but with this curious anomaly, 
although the wind which was raised, raged 

No. 375. 


with fury amongst 'the shrubs and nnder- 
thrubs; yet it courteously, passed by the 
stately tree which seemed to mo<5k its rage, 
without even ruffling a leaf. The eve waa 
rather more calm, but it led to a long and 
dreary night, which still continues to darken 
the path of the surgical student, without even 
an occasional ray to illumine it'. From 
amongst the many illiberal acts of thia 
worthy knight, may be selected the follow- 
ing : his continued hostility to Mr. Head- 
in gton when a pupil, for daring to amputate 
an arm, the urgency of the case not admit- 
ting delay : 

His unjustifiable conduct towards Dr. 
Frampton (then Mr. Frampton), one of the 
most talented men who ever sat in the ana- 
tomical chair of the London Hospital or of 
any other school, of whom an eminent sur- 
geon of the present day was heard to say, 
when his name was spoken of, “ Oh ! you 
mean the young man who was so ill used by 
the Blizards : ” 

His implacable hatred to Mr. John Scott, 
his assistant, for presuming to think and to 
act for himself : 

Llis present hostile feelings, which are 
displayed against those anatomical pupils 
who have not yet entered the hospital, in 
not allowing them the advantage of subscrib- 
ing to the library, although it is acknow- 
ledged that they are in debt to tbeir book- 
seller between 20/. and 30/., which the 
subscriptions from these young men would 
soon liquidate ; and in obstinately refusing 
to allow any of these anatomical pupils to 
witness the performance of an operation. 
Upon one occasion last winter, I waa pre- 
sent at the performance of several opera- 
tions, when Sir W. cast a look around, and 
discovering more pupils than usual, he, iu 
a very authoritative tone, desired those 
gentlemen who were not pupila of the hos- 
pital, to leave the theatre. This man- 
date was, of course, not attended to, and 
the knight was content to mutter some- 
thing about “ very ungentlemanly conduct.*’ 
Upon leaving the hospital, 1 learned that 
the anatomical lecture had been put off for 
that day, in consequence of the number of 
operations to be performed. These disap- 
pointed young gentlemen were expected 
then to walk quietly back to their homes l 
“ Prd sancte Jupiter! !” 

Stranger, come not nigh, 

He see* a lancet in every eye. 

Should you deem this letter worthy a 
place in your useful journal, I shall bo 
obliged by your inserting it. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

A Friend to the Medical Student. 

23, Hadlow Street, Burton Crescent. 

Oct. Vi, 1830. 
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REMARKS ON LONG'S TRIAL. 
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THE LANCET. 

London, Saturday , Nov. 6 , 1830. 

Tsb forms of law,— ws wish we oould 
•ay the satisfactory decrees of justice, — hay- 
ing been fulfilled in the case of John Long, 
we are relieved from the pain of farther si- 
lence, and may now give full expression to 
our feelings of indignation, without the risk 
6f incurring the charge of “ desiring to pre- 
judice the public mind against a man who is 
about to endure the ordeal of a trial before a 
jury of his countrymen! upon an accusation 
af felony." 

Before adverting to the recent proceedings 
St the Old Bailey, it may be necessary to go 
hack to the circumstances of the inquest, 
and to refer once more to those transactions 
with which we were so unexpectedly and 
unwillingly connected. As some few per- 
pons have taken upon themselves to con- 
demn the Editor for his interference at the 
inquest, and as the cause of his presence on 
that occaaion appears still to be ill- under- 
stood by a portion of the public, it may be 
well to re-insert in this place the explana- 
tion which was published in No. 366 of The 
Lancet : u Late on Friday night, August 
20th, two gentlemen called at the residence 
■of Mr. Waklby, in Bedford Square, and 
stated that an inquest was to be held the 
next day at noon on the body of a young 
lady who had been under the treatment of 
Mr. Long; that her life had terminated 
almost suddenly, and under circumstances 
which appeared to demand a rigid investi- 
gation ; that the sister of the' deceased young 
lady, who had also been under Mr. Long’s 
care, was in a dying state, and only expect- 
ed to survive a few hours; that the family 
was fVom the sister kingdom, and that the 
mother and brother-in-law were entire 
strangers to London, were suffering the 
most intense anguish, were half distracted, 
and knew not what course to adopt ; that 


the brother-in-law, Mr. Sweetman, hid 
been strongly urged to request Mr. Wakley 
to attend at the inquest and act for the fa- 
mily, in order that the ends of public justice 
might not he defeated. In compliance with 
the wishes of the relatives, the two gentle- 
men observed they had then called. Mr. 
Wakley pointed out to them, that his ap- 
pearance on the inquest at that time, as ha 
was a candidate for the office of Coroner, 
might to many persons appear very objec- 
tionable, and in the absence of explanation, 
would indicate very bad taste, if not defec- 
tive judgment Moreover, he represented 
to them, that having long ago denounced 
Mr. Long as a quack and an “ impostor," 
his attending, as it were against Mr. Long, 
might assume the character of vindictive- 
ness. He therefore refused, iu the moat 
positive manner, to take any part in the 
proceedings, unless he received, on the fol- 
lowing morning from the deceased young 
lady’s relatives, an especial request for his 
interfereuce. Early the next day, a gentle- 
man called from Mr. Sweetman, and solicit- 
ed j as a particular favour, that Mr. Wakley 
would call upon the relatives before the 
time appointed for holding the inquest. 
Apcordingly, about half an hour previous to 
the arrival of the Coroner, Mr. Wakley at- 
tended in Momington Place, and after a very 
few words had passed, he found that he 
could not, consistently with what he deem- 
ed to he his public duty, any longer with- 
hold his consent to appear at the inquest, 
on behalf of Mr. Sweetman, and the de- 
ceased young lady’s distracted parent. 

“ Of course Mr. Wakley acted without 
fee or reward, and solely upon public 
grounds. If any one condemn his conduct, 
that person can neither be a kind parent 
nor an affectionate brother; neither can he 
be possessed of those feelings which should 
direct the conduct of an honest man." * 

The proceedings at the inquest held on the 
body of the unfortunate Miss Cashin were 
* Lancet, September 4th. 
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chiefly remarkable for haring exhibited the 
medical and legal incompetency of an attor- 
ney-coroner ; the extreme ignorance of a 
bullying barrister named Adolphus; the 
clear, scientific, and conclusive evidence 
given by the well-educated medical wit- 
nesses ; the delusive, nonsensical, incompre- 
hensible tales related by the Quack’s '* well- 
educated ” and fashionable dupes ; and the 
patience, clear perception, and strong judg- 
ment, which can be exercised by a jury of 
honest Englishmen. The coroner himself, 
probably, showed more of the quality of pa- 
tience than was ever before displayed by 
human being while in the execution of the 
duties of such an office. The stuff, the 
horridly disgusting stuff, to which he listen- 
ed day after day, apparently without vexa- 
tion or fatigue, had well nigh smothered all 
the well-informed portion of the audience, — 
trash, which was as irrelevant to the subject 
under inquiry, as it was disgraceful to the 
inane, or insane, creatures by. whom it was 
utterred. The following may be taken as 
specimens. A young lady declared that 
“ she had been cured of consumption by hav- 
ing been rubbed with Mr. Long’s "liquid.” 
That her “ consumption ” consisted of a 
cough , which had continued two or three 
months before she had been "nibbed;” 
that to cure this " consumption ” she .had 
only previously consulted a medical prac- 
titioner two or three times ; tbit when 
r< rubbed ” the liquid produced no effect 
upon the skin, except over the part where 
«* her lungs were diseased ; ” that there it 
instantly produced a wound and a discharge ; 
that, under the application of the same 
liquid, the wound healed, when, she 
being well, the fluid might be rubbed 
all over her with impunity, as it produced 
no effect when persons were in health, but 
that, when rubbed upon skin which covers 
a diseased part, it would immediately pro- 
duce a wound and a discharge !** 

The truth of these statements, it must be 
remembered, was attested by the concurring 


evidence of several witnesses. One gentle- 
man had “ inhaled ” and “ rubbed ” for the 
gout, with attacks of which disease he had 
been troubled for several years, St intervals 
vsrying from “one ta three months.” He con- 
sidered that he was cured, having had no re- 
turn of his complaint for about w five weeks !” 
Another had been much harassed by severe 
headachs at intervals ; the liquid was rubbed 
upon his chest and produced no effect, but 
when applied between the shoulders, the 
floodgates of the peccant humour were in- 
stantly opened, and the malady quickly 
flowed off in the form of a fine limpid stream! 
Another gentleman bore testimony to the 
fact that Long’s liquid had completely re- 
duced a decided dislocation of bis child’s 
hip-joint! This gentleman was a colonel 
in the army, and he alleged that, in addition 
to his own personal knowledge of the fact, 
he had the authority of several highly-emi- 
nent surgeons for saying, that his child’s hip 
had been dislocated. But the all-powerful 
liquid quickly sent back the refractory bone 
to its legitimate home ! The Marchioness 
of Ormond knew that Miss C a shin’s back 
was nibbed with the same liquid that she 
and her daughters had repeatedly used 
for washing their hands, but she did not 
see her back rubbed. She “ knew ” it was 
the same liquid because it was taken from 
the same bottle, but she did not "see” it 
taken from the bottle, neither did she " see ’* 
the back rubbed. Sir Francis Burdett* 
bore testimony to the perfect safety of 
Long’s practice. The honourable baronet. 


• The motive which induced Sir Francis Bur- 
dktt to first visit Long, has been thus explained. 
The honble. baronet is on terms of intimacy with 
the Marquis of Anglusba, who left the plains of 
Waterloo, minus a leg. Sir Francis, keenly feeling 
for his friend’s misfortune, having heard ol the mira- 
culous powers ofihe mystic “liquid,” and having 
read probably that if the claw of a lobster be taken 
off, the energies of the animal are equal to the 

? reduction of another claw, he applied, it is said, to 
.ong to know whether, if the “ secret fluid ” were 
gently “rubbed” over the skin of the stamp, the 
Marquis’s leg and foot might not grow again? It 
is reported, that although the leg and toot were 
not forthcoming, the operation was not entirely 
unproductive, having, within a short period, pro- 
duced a great- toe. 

’ P 2 
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however, u knew nothing of the composition 
of the liquid, nor of the inhaled gas j nor 
had be ever seen Misa Cashin, nor could he 
distinguish a glass of prussic acid from a 
glass of spring water. 1 * 

Such was the nonsense to which the coro- 
ner lent a ready ear during several days, 
although, under the circumstances, it was an 
insult to the jury, and to the public, to at- 
tend to such witnesses, still less to the con- 
ceptions with which they had been inspired 
hy their well-skilled juggler. Tbe conduct 
of the coroner will demand a few more words 
presen tlyv 

Of Mr. Adolphus it is almost unneces- 
sary for us to speak. He is really a poor 
thing — a very ignorant creature. With 
all the malignity of the viper, but without 
the sting even of a gnat, his powerless, ill* 
directed, and ill-tempered movements, were 
incessant sources of mirth. It was fortunate 
for the ends of public justice that Long had 
such an advocate. Concerning the law of the 
case, the Coroner and Adolphus appeared 
to about equal advantage, both having con- 
tended, before the inquest terminated, that 
it was not a case of manslaughter. 

The evidence of the medical witnesses, 
with only one exception, was given with 
extreme accuracy, precision, and clearness. 
The exception to this otherwise unqualified 
approbation, is to be found in the evidence 
of Mr, Brodie. As the defect, however,) to 
which we refer, was again prominently ob- 
servable on the trial, where it might have 
proved entirely fatal to the cause of justice 
and humanity, we shall not further advert 
to it in this place, but notice it while 
speaking of the proceedings at the Old 
Bailey. 

The jury, until towards the conclusion of 
the inquiry, listened with the most exem- 
plary attention to a mass of evidence that 
was not in the slightest degree either di* 
rectly or indirectly relevant to the subject 
under inquiry, which, in fact, was to inves- 
tigate the causes that led to the death of 


Miss Cashin. Had it not been for the e*- 
traordinary address of the Coroner at the 
conclusion, the jury probably would not 
have deliberated for more than five minutes 
upon what should be their verdict. The 
Coroner did not confine himself to the facts 
elicited in the evidence, but went directly 
to the consequences of a verdict of man- 
slaughter, He not only gave the jury to 
understand that Long had not committed 
manslaughter, but that no indictment for 
manslaughter could be sustained against 
any man in such a case, whether a regular 
or irregular practitioner. The experience of 
Mr. Stirling ought to have told him, that 
to make allusion to the effects of a verdict, 
was proceeding far beyond the line of his 
duty. It was, indeed, natural enough that 
tbe jury should hesitate, wlif tt they were 
given to understand, that a verdict of man- 
slaughter would only cause the culprit to be 
bailed with reference to his appearance at 
the Old Bailey. Mr. Stirling’s opinion 
was so strong on this point, that instead of 
causing Long to be apprehended, as was 
his duty, he kept the warrant for bis cap- 
tion, in his pocket, during several days, 
and, in truth, until after an application had 
been made to the magistrates at BoW Street 
for inquiring into tbe inexplicable circum- 
stances of the delay. Our view of the case 
was entirely opposed to that of Mr. Stir- 
lino, and, had we not been fully and firmly 
persuaded from the first, that it was not 
only a case of felony, but an aggravated case 
of felony, far different, we believe, would 
have been the salutary impression made 
upon the public mind. 

Strongly influenced by this opinion, we 
pressed for au examination of the body on 
tbe first day of tbe inquest, although this 
proceeding was much opposed by Mr. Sweet- 
man. It is quite certain that we could 
Lave had no desire to add torture to the 
distracted feelings of a family so greatly 
afflicted ; but the omission of the dissection 
must have produced a mesh in the web of 
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the law, through which a larger culprit 
than John Long might hare easily crept ; 
for no medical man could have been justi- 
fied (although the irritation caused by such 
a wound as was observed on the back 
would have been sufficient to kill ten strong 
persons) 'in swearing that that wound had 
caused death, until he had thoroughly ex- 
amined the internal structures of the body. 
We therefore urged both the first and the 
second examinations, by means of which 
evidence of the most conclusive character 
was obtained. 

After the coroner’s jury had returned 
their verdict of " manslaughter ” against 
Long, we hoped and expected that there 
would hare been no necessity for further 
interference on our part. Unhappily we 
were deceived, for Mr. Sweetman declined 
to appear as prosecutor, or to incur any ex- 
pense in the affair. Hence Mr. Capes, the 
parish beadle, was set down as prosecutor, 
and the names of the whole of Mr. Long’s 
witnesses were inserted upon the back of 
the bill to be preferred before the grand 
jury. This bill was to have been laid be- 
fore the grand jury at the Sessions House, 
Clerkenwell, on Friday, September 17 th, 
the eighth day of the contested election for 
coroner, when, from the bustle, confusion, 
and anxiety that prevailed, John Long en ter- 
tained strong hopes, probably, that the bill as 
then drawn up,,with the names of the whole 
of his witnesses distinctly inscribed upon 
it, would be at once ignored. On step- 
ping from the hustings into the Sessions 
House, we were much surprised at seeing 
several of Mr. Long’s " noble ” witnesses 
in attendance, and still more surprised at 
hearing that they were all in the neigh, 
bourhood, comfortably lodged in apartments 
which had been procured for them by the 
beadle, whose name was set down as the 
prosecuter. Of course we at once saw 
that a bill, with such a list of names at the 
hack of it, could not be safely preferred be- 
fore the grand jury. Further, Mrs* Rod- 


dis, from indisposition, was not in attend- 
ance. Under these circumstances, we felt 
little hesitation in applying to the court for 
a postponement until the next sessions. 
But it was urged to us by a gentleman of 
considerable legal knowledge, in the pre- 
sence of Dr. James Johnson, Mr. King, 
Mr. Evans, Dr. Hogg, and other medic-1 
gentlemen, that there would be no use in 
delay ; that one indictment was as good as 
another ; that the grand jury would not find 
u any bill,” and that the charge could not be 
sustained at the Old Bailey, because it was 
not a case of manslaughter . Acting, how- 
ever, upon the opinion which we had all 
along entertained, and our views haying 
been supported by the gentlemen just 
named, we resolved, if possible, not to give 
such a culprit as John Long the benefit of 
an ignored bill. Most of our readers are 
probably aware, that had not the bill been 
“ found,” Long would hare been tried at 
the Old Bailey on the coroner’s Inquisition, 
but the fact of a bill not having been sus- 
tained before the grand jury upon supposed 
exparte proof, might, in the subsequent pro- 
ceedings, have acted as a stumbling-block 
in the path of justice ; for it would naturally 
have been said, how weak must be the 
charge against Long, if it could not be sup* 
ported upon an exparte statement before 
the grand jury. Exparte, indeed ! with the 
names of the whole of Mr. Long*s “ noble” 
and ignoble witnesses, flourishing in a style 
of unusual grandeur upon the back of the bill ! 

A brief reflection on what we had ob-. 
served at the Sessions House, conyinced us 
that a new bill of indictment was necessary ; 
that the names, which had been improperly 
inscribed, should not he again inserted ; and 
that the employment of counsel would be 
indispensable. Accordingly we applied to 
Mr. Henson, of Bouverie Street, a gentle- 
man quite unknown to us, but who, we were 
given to understand, was deeply conversant 
in the various proceedings of our criminal 
courts. 
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The Redrawn hill, when laid before the 
grand jury, was " found after the examina- 
tion of only three or four witnesses ; and in 
despite of all the wise and learned predic- 
tions to the contrary, in despite of the pro- 
found legal knowledge of the attorney- 
coroner, in despite of the ravings of the 
gentlemanly and learned Adolphus, Long 
has been tried at the Old Bailey, and by 
another sensible, upright jury of his coun- 
trymen, he has been found guilty of man- 
slaughter. 

The counsel for the prosecution conducted 
their case with nice tact, and discriminating 
ingenuity ; and the opening address of Mr. 
Alley exhibited a masculine and luminous 
view of the facta, and of the law. Both Mr. 
Alley and Mr. Phillips, as soon as they 
had read their briefs, entertained not the 
slightest doubt that the crime of which 
Long had been guilty, amounted to man- 
slaughter ; and that in the absence of tech- 
nical errors, a verdict of “ guilty ” was 
certain. 

The public will not be a little surprised 
to learn, that in conducting a prosecution of 
this important and singular nature, the 
funds have been supplied exclusively by our- 
selves, and that we stand responsible to Mr. 
Henson for whatever costa may yet remain 
unpaid. We should not, probably, have 
alluded to this circumstance, if it were not 
to stimulate the law commissioners to ac- 
tivity in an important part of their duty; and 
to show that a prosecutor may suffer nearly 
as great a pecuniary loss in obtaining the 
verdict of a jury against a felon , as the 
felon himself may incur from the sentence 
of a judge ! 

Want of space obliges us to postpone the 
further consideration of this subject until 
next week. 


The Edinburgh Dispensatory . Twelfth 

Edition. By Andrew Duncan, M.D., 
Prof. Mat. Med. in the Univ. of Edin., 
&c. Edinburgh: Black. 1830. 8 vo. pp. 
1127. 

Of this elaborate and admirable work, it 
would be superfluous for ns to offer any 
lengthened notice. ^ The great and gradually* 
increasing merits of the several previous 
editions are already known to every well- 
educated practitioner ; while, of the pro- 
bable value of the improvements in the pre- 
sent edition, Dr. Duncan's characteristic ' 
industry, and eminent professional attain-' 
ments, together constitute an adequate gua- 
rantee. 

The principal additions in the impression 
now before us, consist In the introduction of 
the several improvements of the new Dublin 
Pharmacopoeia, of the important facts and 
explanations appended to a translation of 
the Dispensatory by MM. Chereaa and Ro- 
biquet, and of various tables of classification 
of the materia medics, on natural and phy- 
siological foundations. Dr. Duncan has also, 
at length, remedied an important defect in 
the previous editions, by adding to the no- 
tice of each article in the materia medica 
a list of synonymes, officinal preparations, 
and incompatible substances. He has also, 
following the model of the best continental 
writers, prefixed to the history of each plant 
as much of its botanical description as re- 
lates to its medicinal employment. Filially, 
we cannot pass over the highly important 
additions he has made to our knowledge of 
the effects of reagents on vegetable solu- 
tions. * 

We have, notwithstanding, caught one 
little error in the pursuit of our critical 
angling. In the article on copper, p. 418, 
Dr. Duncan continues to recommend sugar 
as an antidote to poisoning by that metal, 
apparently not aware that it has been proved 
that the stomach must attain the tempera- 
ture of 212 before the slightest decompo- 
sition of the poison can be accomplished. 
This factOrfila has stated in the last edition 
of his Toxicology, and he at the same time 
adduces abundant proof of the efficacy of 
albumen and the ferrocyanate of potash, as 
antidotes in cases of poisoning by any Of the 
soluble cupreous preparations. 

W e are almost inclined to indulge in ahearty 
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laugh it the dismky tbit edition matt occm- log would toon take piece there* Under 
•ion among the rising generation of “ Atbe- these circumstances Mr. James resolved 
man’* physicians *, indeed we take this early upon tying the aorta, notwithstanding the 
notice of the work, for the purpose of calling objections of hit colleagues, who all saw 
attention to the great mass of professional the hopelessness of the case. It Is mine- 
information the benevolent professor has cessary for us to describe the steps of thit 
accumulated for their edification. In the operation, which wet performed on July 5th, 
next number, we shall, perhaps, invoke as it differed in no essential point from that 
their approbation of the new edition of Dr. of Sir A. Cooper, the operator aot venturing 
Turner’s Chemistry, which, amougst an in- to attempt the lateral operation from the fear 
Unite variety of novel and useful additions, of peritoneal adhesions, which was sobse- 
contains highly-interesting details on the quently proved to be well founded. Suffice 
44 haloid** salts of Berzelius, on charbazotic it to say, that notwithstanding considerable 
and aspartic acids, on indigo brown, indigo difficulty from the protrusion of inflated hi- 
red, and indigo blue, and on many other testinea, and the density of the investments* 
equally important subjects. of the artery, the ligature was exactly plaotd 

round it, and firmly drawn, entirely put- 
H Mi ting a atop to the pulsation in the aneurismal 

sac, and that the patient died three hours' 
Altdico-Chirurgical Transactions. Vol. , and a bslf afterw»rd«. On dineotion, the' 
XVI. Parti. London : Longman. 8yo. Mature was found to ha., been completely 
£050^ applied about five lines below the origin of 

the inferior mesenteric artery, and to have 
Tms volume, though not of great bulk, con- included no other part except a small vein 
tains a considerable number of papers, of which lay close upon the aorta. The cause 
each of which we shall give a short analysis, of the failure of the first operation was now 
varying however in length, according to the discovered,— the femoral, or rather external 
Value and importance of each. ilia®, Artery, dividing just above Poupart*n 

The first paper contains an account of the ligament, so that there bad remained a free 
case in which the aorta was tied in July, outlet from the lower part of the sae by 
1829, for aneurism of the external iliac, by means of the profunda. The sac itself was 
Mr. James of Exeter, which we have al* of such size and extent, that any attempt tp 
ready mentioned more than once. The pa- tie the common iliac would have certainly 
tient, aetat. 44, had been ill four months, failed, unless indeed it had been made at s 
his complaint had been considered ss *dis- much earlier period, 
ease of the hip-joint, and was, for a short As far as the mere performance of the 
time, treated as snch by Mr. James, there operation goes, Mr. James is certainly en- 
being many of the symptoms of that disease, titled to praise ; but we think that he would 
and little or no external tumour, at the time have shown more judgment bad he abstained 
of his admission iuto the hospital. On from a proceeding which could not in this 
June 2d, the aneurismal swelling being then instance, and, in our opinion, never can be 
greatly increased, so as to occupy the whole expected to, prove successful, since no sur- 
of the left iliac region, and considerably pro- geon will venture to have recourse to it 
trude the lower part of the abdomen, Mr. but under, the most unfavourable and deape- 
James performed Wardrop’s operation, the rate circumstances, and when all other re* 
artery being tied about half an inch below mediea have failed. 

Poupart’s ligament. During the two days The paper, No. 2, is by Mr. Barlow of 
following this operation, there was a decided Blackburn, and contains an account of the 
diminution in the tumour ; but, on the third, successful removal of a large tumour of the 
it began slowly to increase again, and in nature of “ medullary sarcoma,’* which had 
another week had regained its former size, existed for nine years, and occupied nearly 
After this time it extended rapidly in every the whole cheek, protruding the mucous 
direction, particularly at its lower and outer membrane of the mouth inwards, and de- 
part, where the integuments became of a pending some way beyond the edge of the 
dusky red, and it 'was evident that slough- lower jaw. The operation bad been pro- 
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Bounced impracticable by several surgeons, 
and is highly creditable to the skill and 
boldness of Mr. Blackburn ; though attend- 
ed with profuse haemorrhage, it was accom- 
plished without much difficulty ; neither the 
mucous membrane of the mouth nor the 
parotid duct was injured, and the patient, 
a female aetat. 41, was, in three weeks, 
completely recovered. Annexed to this 
case is another, which occurred more than 
thirty years ago, in which sudden death 
was caused by the entrance of air into a 
▼ein during the removal of a tumour from 
the neck. The circumstances of this case 
agree entirely with those of the case de- 
scribed by M. Dupuytren in 1828, on read- 
ing which, Mr. Blackburn became first aware 
of its real nature, haring previously as- 
cribed the fatal event to ordinary syncope 
from fright or nervous shock. 

No. 3 is a case of ununited fracture of 
the thigh-bone, by Dr. Somme of Antwerp. 
The patient was a healthy subject, the want 
of union had been caused by his restlessness, 
and after five months had elapsed, a com- 
plete cure was effected by a new method of 
treatment, analogous to, though, in some 
respects, different from, that by seton. As 
the account of the operation is very short, 
we shall give it in the author’s words 

“ The patient being placed on his back 
and supported, I passed a long trocar and 
canula at first downwards on the inside of 
the upper fragment, and made it pierce the 
skin behind, and a little to the outside ; the 
trocar was then withdrawn, and a silver 
wire passed through the canula, and out at 
the posterior opening. The canula was then 
withdrawn, and being replaced on the tro- 
car, they were introduced again above and 
on the outside of the loweT fragment, and 
made to pass out at the same opening be- 
hind. The trocar having been removed, 
the other end of the wire was passed through 
the canula, so that both ends were in con- 
tact behind, leaving a loop in front. I then 
made an incision in front, from one orifice 
to the other made by the trocar, and draw- 
ing the extremities of the wire through the 
wound, brought the loop between the frac- 
tured ends of the bone, and approximated 
the edges of the skin with stickiug-plaater.” 

The limb was, after this, carefully con- 
fined in a fracture-box constructed for the 
purpose, and at each dressing the wire was 
drawn down, so as to “ depress the loop 
snore and more intp the flesh ” but in six 


weeks after the operation, and before it had* 
quite divided the parts which it encircled, 
it was withdrawn, the ends of the bouo, 
being then completely consolidated. To. 
prevent all risk, the use of the apparatus 
was continued for six weeks longer. The 
union is now complete, and what is very re- 
markable, there is not the least shortening 
of the limb. It is impossible to form any 
positive conclusion from a single case; but 
the method in question certainly appears to. 
possess some advantages over the introduc- 
tion of a seton, the failure of which has, 
probably, in general been owing to its ope- 
ration not being sufficiently extended. 

No. 4 is an “ account of a ‘concrete oil 
existing as a constituent principle of healthy 
blood,” by Df. B. G. Babington. This oil, 
which was first suspected in milky serum 
by Hewson, lately demonstrated by Dr. 
Traill, and very recently obtained in a sepa- 
rate state by Dr. Christison, has now been 
shown by Dr. Babington to exist constantly 
in the healthy blood not only of man, but of 
other animals. It may be procured by very 
gently agitating a quantity of serum with 
a third part of ether, and separating and 
evaporating the latter after four or five days, 
and when it has become of a yellow colour. 
The oil thus obtained (which forms about 
°f the serum of the blood), “ is of a 
deep yellow hue, is semi-solid, and melts 
at a temperature of 90° Fabr. The specific 
gravity is .918. From its solution in ether 
it crystallizes, by very slow evaporation, at 
a low temperature, in radiated tufts. It 
burns with a brilliant light, has a faint and‘ 
peculiar odoUr, resembling that of a wet 
bladder, and in its general characters re- 
sembles other animal oils. It is uniform in 
colour, in general appearance, and in all its 
properties, from whatever kind of serum’ 
obtained.” 

An important fact is thus established, 
which will probably serve to explain several 
pathological phenomena hitherto developed 
in obscurity, and which, therefore, well de- 
serves the attention of the physiologist and 
the practitioner. 

Mo. 5 is a case of phlegmasia dolens, by 
Mr. Lawrence. The patient, aetat. 40, was * 
admitted into St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, 
for carcinomatous ulceration which had de- 
stroyed the whole of the os and cervix uteri. 
A few days after her admission, she was 
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attacked with increased uneasiness in the 
hypogastric region, attended with some 
febrile excitement, and with swelling of the 
whole right lower extremity, the tempera* 
tore of which was increased, but the colour 
unaltered. The thigh was tolerably firm ; 
the lower part of the leg and the foot pitted 
on pressure. There was pain in the course 
of the femoral and iliac vessels, and the in- 
ternal saphena vein could be traced at the 
upper part of the thigh by a hardened knotty 
feel. Mr. Lawrence therefore considered 
the disease to be essentially the same as the 
phlegmasia dolens occurring in women re- 
cently delivered, and as it was pretty evi- 
dent that the large veins of the thigh were 
inflamed, the treatment was principally di- 
rected to them. Considerable relief was 
afforded by the application of leeches along 
the course of the femoral vein, both on this 
occasion and when the pain returned a few 
days afterwards. The swelling of the thigh, 
the pain and tenderness of the abdomen, 
diminished, and the patient was gradually 
improving with regard to this affection, when 
she died suddenly from violent uterine hae- 
morrhage. On dissection it was found, that 

“ The cellular and adipose tissue round 
the lower part of the uterus and neighbour- 
ing portion of tbe vagina were thickened 
and indurated, particularly on the right 
side. The hypogastric vein involved in this 
diseased mass, was closed in consequence of 
previous inflammation of its coats ; and tbe 
same change had occurred in the internal 
iliac, the common iliac, the external iliac, 
the femoral and profunda veins, as well as in 
the internal saphena, all of which were com- 
pletely impervious. The affection termi- 
nated above at the junction of the common 
iliac vein with that of tbe opposite side, the 
latter vessel and the inferior cava being 
quite natural. Tbe saphena was closed for 
a length of about four or five inches, beyond 
which it was natural. The profunda was 
cut through near the femoral vein, and the 
latter was divided as it passes the tendon of 
the triceps. The disease extended in both 
these vessels beyond the situations where 
they had been divided, but its inferior limits 
were not ascertained ; the right spermatic 
vein was closed in its lower half. The coats 
of the affected vessels and the surrounding 
cellular substance, were a little thickened, 
and their cavities were plugged by a closely 
adherent and tolerably firm substance of a 
light-brown colour. At some parts the ves- 
sels and their contents were of a dark livid 
Ime.” 


There can hardly be a doubt, but that the 
inflammation here, was excited by the car-, 
cinomatoua disease, and beginning in the 
uterine veins, extended to the common iliac, 
and thence to tbe external iliao and its 
branches; the case strongly confirms Dr. 
Lee’s view of the nature of phlegmasia 
dolens, which is still further supported by k 
the two cases described in the following 
paper by Mr. Holberton. Both patients 
died of tubercular phthisis, and the affec- 
tion of the extremity occurred but a few 
weeks before their deaths. The symptoms 
in the first case (that of a lad aetat. 17) were 
essentially the same as those observed in Mr. 
Lawrence’s patient. In the second (that of 
a woman stat. 35), the swelling was softer, 
came on more gradually, and was attended 
with less heat. The morbid appearances on 
dissection were nearly tbe same in both, 
and the probable cause of the venous inflam- 
mation was an ulcerated state of tbe colon 
and rectum. Mr. Holberton is, however, 
doubtful on this point, since no diseased 
veins could be traced from tbe intestine, 
and the branches of the internal iliac vein 
were less affected than those of the external. 

No. 7 is ** a case of stammering, success- 
fully treated by the long-eontinued use of 
cathartics,” by Dr. Bostock. The defect of 
speech came on suddenly, and to a great 
degree, when the patient was about three 
years old. Two physicians, who were con- 
sulted, were unable to propose any specific 
plan of treatment, but in consequence of the 
plethoric state of the child; prescribed a 
strong purgative. The effect of this was so 
favourable, that it was repeated several 
times, and always with decided benefit. In 
addition to the occasional use of purgatives, 
a sparing vegetable diet was now recom- 
mended, and, 

•* By a steady adherence to this discipline 
for about eight years, the complaint was 
kept at bay, but whenever any relaxation in 
the diet took place, or when the purgatives 
were omitted or too long delayed, symptoms 
of the impediment immediately appeared. 
At length , when about twelve years of age, 
the tendency seemed so far subdued, that a 
relaxation of the restrictions was not fol- 
lowed by the usual unfavourable conse- 
quences ; and the boy being then at a pub- 
lic school, it was not so easy to maintain 
tbe former discipline. For some time no 
bad effects ensued, but at length the com- 
plaint recurred, and was unusually obstinate. 
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so as to require a long and severe course of 
purgatives, which was, however, finally 
successful. During the last two years, the 
tendency has occasionally manifested itself, 
but it lias always been easily removed by a 
moderate uaeof purgatives, and by a tem- 
perate, though not a rigidly abstemious diet. 
The boy, who is now in his fifteenth year, 
ttay be said to be free from the complain t.” 

Dr. Bostock does not of course draw any 
positive inference from a single case ; he 
seems, however, to think, that the treat- 
ment in question might be of service in most 
instances of stammering, and certainly, 
considering the analogy which this com- 
plaint bears to chorea, it is well worth a 
trial, wherever the health of the patient 
offers no obstacle to its employment. 

The 8th paper on the pathology of hoop- 
ing-cough, by Dr. Alderson, does not ap- 
pear to throw much light upon the nature of 
that disease ; indeed all that can be learnt 
from it is, that in fatal cases death is gene- 
rally caused by lobular hepatization of the 
lungB, and obstruction of the smaller bron- 
chise by tenacious mucus, and that the in- 
flammation is confined to the substance of 
the lungs, and does not extend to the pleura, 
facts which have been already published by 
several authors of repute, and which, at 
least the two former, are now pretty gene- 
rally known. 

[To be continued .] 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

November 1 , 1830. 

Mr. Callaway in the Chair. 

PUERPERAL FEVER. 

A long discussion, chiefly in explana- 
tion of remarks made on the last evening, 
which we did not think it necessary then to 
report, and need not now therefore give, 
preceded the immediate subject of debate on 
the present occasion — the treatment of puer- 
peral fever. With the exception of Dr. 
Ryan, and perhaps of Mr. Callaway, the 
speakers were too exclusively occupied in 
the construction of theories (some of which, 
from their nature, are utterly unsusceptible 
of demonstration). We subjoin an abstract 
of M. Tonoelle’s cases, and we would re- 
commend the leaders in the debate to ponder 
09 these facts before they renew the dis- 
cussion. 


A/. Tonnelle f s Cases ofPuerpei'al Fever, %3Q. 
Simple inflammation of uterus and ute- 
rine appendages 79 

Inflammation of veins and lymphatics 

of uterus and- uterine appendages . • 110 
Inflammation and putrescence of uterus 49 

238 

At the conclusion of some prefatory ob- 
servations, Dr. Whiting said, that another 
case illustrating his views, had occurred in 
his practice since the preceding meeting, 
the particulars of which the registrar 
should read on the present ocoasiou. It 
was that of a woman, aetat. 37, who, 53 
hours after delivery, was attacked with ri- 1 
gours, succeeded by abdominal tenderness, 
uterine swelling, and painful micturition; 
her bowels were confined ; pulse 102 ; lochia 
slightly diminished, but no fastor described. 
She was immediately bled, and a course of 
calomel and opium commenced. It is un- 
necessary to pursue the detail of the treaty 
ment, but she is at present convalescent,' 
after losing altogether 42 £ blood, having' 
had 60 leeches applied, and having taken 
30 grs. opium, 40 grs. calomel, and 6 grs. 
tartar emetic. The mouth was slightly af- 
fected. 

Mr. Doubleday and Mr. Hoddart had at- 
tended this case with Dr. Whiting, who 
now requested Mr. Doubleday to give the 
meeting his unbiassed opinion of its nature. 

Mr. Doubleday admitted he should con- 
sider it a case of puerperal peritonitis, not 
of puerperal fever ; amongst other features, 
he thought that the period of the fatal ter- 
mination formed an important distinguishing 
feature between the two diseases. 

Mr. Callaway begged that gentlemen 
would he more precise in their terms; one 
spoke of puerperal fever, one of puerperal 
peritonitis, and not unfrequently both were 
confounded together; if such confusion of 
nomenclature prevailed, it was clear the 
society could come to no satisfactory under- 
standing oh the subject. He would take the 
liberty of asking Mr. Doubleday if he had 
ever seen the malignant puerperal fever ter- 
minate in peritonitis; and did he think 
that the case just related would, if neglected, 
have terminated within au early period of 
time? 

Mr. Doubleday believed it did some- 
times terminate in peritonitis; and with 
reference to the second question, he dwelt 
on the favourable influence of the treatment 
adopted. In this case he considered it im- 
portant to notice, that the rigours took place 
53 hours after delivery: unfortunately, 
within the last ten days, he had lost a pa- 
tient in whom the rigours supervened 
within twenty hours after delivery ; in the 
present instance he thought this a favour- 
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able circumstance. Af to its treatment, 
there wu, in the first place, a pulse of 
power and exquisite abdominal tendency, 
so, m be belie? ed, a secood opinion could 
not be held as to the propriety of the mode 
he had adopted. Although he was not fully 
a disciple of Dr. Whiting’s, yet he consi- 
dered there was something tangible in his 
?iews ; but in one poiut he oould not coin- 
cide with them at all. He believed l)r. 
Whiting had sai^, that the disease could 
not be knocked down bv large bleeding*. 
Now he (Mr. Doubleday) had seen much of 
puerperal fever, and he had decidedly known 
it to be cut short by venesection. In the 
present case he considered the calomel had 
much to do with saving the patient. Dr. 
Blundell, too, at present confided in mer- 
cury as the principal remedy. He, Mr. 
Doubleday, usually prescribed it in com- 
paratively large dosea ; in one caae he had 
given four grains, with one of opium, every 
other hour. Under such treatment as this, 
the amendment was usually visible from 
the first jo favourable cases. In conclusion 
he remarked, that he could not agree at all 
with Dr. VVhiting in the opinion, that the 
disease might wear itself out. On the 
contrary he was convinced, that if the pulse 
remained at 130 for twenty-four hours, 
even the most powerful remedies would 
produce but little effect in arresting its sub- 
sequent course. 

Mr. Stevens ’said, that the pathology of 
disease was so intimately connected with 
its appropriate treatment, that he should be 
obliged to depart a little from the regular line 
of the evening's discussion. Dr. Whiting’s 
opinion of the erysipelatous nature of the dis- 
ease, lie did not think at all strengthened by 
the present case ; he (Mr. Stevens) thought 
that all the opposing theories on this subject 
might be readily reconciled with etch other, 
apd referred to one and the same disease, 
without subdividing it into various shapes 
to suit the several theories proposed. If 
three physicians were sent to investigate in- 
termittent fever (supposing it an unknown 
disease), and that one saw the hot, another 
the cold, and a third the sweating stage, 
each would form a different idea, yet even- 
tually. a better knowledge of the subject 
would reconcile the conflicting opinions. 
Thus it was, he thought, in puerperal fe- 
ver* In its wont forms it had been stated 
by some that inflammation does not take 
place, and this may be fairly admitted, un- 
less it be denied that destruction of tissue 
may take place independently of inflamma- 
tory action.. If it would be believed that 
some noxious agent might produce these 
changes without inflammation, he believed 
every difference might be reoonciled. He 
had himself formed peculiar views on the 
subject ; he believed the diseased agent to 


be the blood ; he considered that the blood 
of the uterus was corrupted, robbed of its 
vitality, and rendered unfit for the uses of 
the system. The disorganisations of thu 
liver and lungs which are found in this dis- 
ease, could thus be satisfactorily accounted 
for ; both the malignant form and the in* 
flammatory he considered oould thus be ex- 
plained ; thus a minor degree of the depru- . 
ration would only affect the uterus, while 
the greater would involve the entire system. 
There were numerous analogous examples of 
similar agents producing in different degrees 
the moat opposite conditions ; thus aloohol 
or opium in s small quantity excited, and 
in a larger narootised the system. On this 
hypothesis the locbial suppression and foetid 
secretions would also tend to elucidate the 
subject, and might be viewed as malaria, or 
noxious agents influencing the uterine blood. 
In support of this opinion be cited a case in 
which he had known puerperal fever to su- 
pervene on the suppression of a profuse 
vaginal discharge, and be had seen several 
cases of sporadic inflammation originating 
apparently in the aame manner. 

Dr. Ryan felt quite surprised, that in the 
discussions on this important subject, so 
much had been said of the opinions of older 
writers, while the more accurate and well- 
founded views of the most recent authors 
bad not been alluded to at all. This year 
there had been published an account of ££0. 
cases of the malignant fever , not of peri- ’ 
tonitis, in the great majority of which it was 
found that the uterine veins were inflamed. 
In the German epidemic of 1819, this pa- 
thological fact had been noticed ; in the last 
number of the Edinburgh Medical Journal, 
and in that with which lie was connected, 
there were critical notices of the recent 
work of M. Tonnelle, in which numerous 
examples were described of the inflamma- 
tion of the uterine veins, especially those to 
which the placenta had been attached, ab- 
scesses had also formed in other parts. The 
disease might decidedly occur before de- 
livery. In the great majority of cases the 
lochia were foetid. Dr. Blicke had, in the 
early part of the evening, mentioned this as 
an undescribed symptom. Now, it was very 
well known that Dr. Hamilton, of Edin- 
burgh, laid especial weight on this point in 
his lectures. Dr. Ryan briefly enumerated 
the principal modes of treatment, namely, 
by turpentine, depletion, and calomel and 
opium, and to a combination of the two last, 
seemed to give the preference. 

Dr. Whiting begged Dr. Ryan to state 
whether he believed that common puerperal 
peritonitis could continue longer thsu tea 
days. 

Dr. Ryan. Decidedly it oould, and by 
merging into the chronic state, could even 
continue for forty ; puerperal fever sad 
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puerperal peritonitis were two distinct and 
separate affections ; and if the continental 
writers were correct, which he (Dr. Ryan) 
believed them to be, the name of uterine 
phlebitis might be substituted for the former | 
appellation of this disease. 

Dr. Blicke said, that in one case out of 
100, he thought no treatment necessary be- 
yond warm fomentations and opiate clysters, 
and certainly it would be rather too much. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Saturday, 30 th October . 

Mr. Bacot in the Chair. 

Dr. A. Thomson read a voluminous paper 
containing an account of the progress of a 
supposed case of hydrophobia, and the mor- 
bid appearances found on dissection. 

Considerable doubt was expressed by some 
of the members, especially Dr. Granville, 
as to the hydrophobic character of the affec- 
tion. In this opinion he was joined by Dr. 
Barry, who considered the symptoms rather 
of the tetanic kind ; trismus and opistho- 
tonos were certainly very decidedly noticed, 
and the morbid sensibility to atmospheric 
exposure was entirely wanting. 

Some doubt was even expressed as to the 
existence of such a disease as hydrophobia, 
communicable by specific contagion ; in 
reply to which reference was made to the 
propagation of the disease by inoculation, as 
proved by the experiments of Mr. Youatt. 

The treatment of hydrophobia was but 
very superficially alluded to. Dr. Barry, 
in reply to a question as to his opinion of the 
utility of applying cupping-glasses to the 
recent wound, related some experiments 
made on pigeons poisoned by the bite of the 
viper. In one of these death took place in 
five minutes where the glasses had not been 
applied, but where they had been used, no 
bad symptoms ensued. 

Dr. Granville announced his intention 
of reading a pnper at the next meeting but 
one, on the political condition of midwifery 
in the metropolis. 


STATISTICAL nEPORT ON THE ASYLUM AT 
CHARENTON. 

M. Esquirol, the medical superintend- 
ant of this hospital, has lately published in 
the “ Annales d’Hygiene Publique,” an in- 
teresting paper on the state of the lunatic 
asylum at Charenton, and the slatistios of 
insanity in general. The following is a short 
extract:— 


In 1826, 1827, and 1828, during the 
months of June, July, and August, the pro- 
portionally largest number of insane persona 
was admitted, an observation which is con- 
firmed by the statistical reports on Aversa, 
and lunatic asylums in this country ; the 
age in which insanity was observed to have 
been most frequent was between the twen- 
tieth and fortieth year, and the ratio be- 
tween male and female patients was as three 
to two. The latter proportion is opposed to 
what has been observed a# the Bicetre and 
Salpetriere, where female and male lunatics 
had generally been admitted in the ratio of 
nine to five, which is, however, readily ac- 
counted for by the circumstance, that at 
, Charenton insane military men are also admit- 
ted, which is not the case with the two other 
hospitals. From a comparison between the 
madhouses of the northern and those of the 
southern provinces in France, it appears that 
in the former the number of females, and in 
the latter that of male lunatics, is observed to 
predominate, but that, in general, the num- 
ber of female to that of male lunatics, is as 
fourteen to eleven. Nearly the same pro- 
portion seems to exist in Spain ; the mad- 
houses of Madrid, Valencia, and Sarragossa, 
contained by a fifth more females than 
males. In the Italian madhouses, on the con- 
trary, more men are admitted than women, 
as particularly appears from the report on 
the Neapolitan hospitals, where, from 
1814 to 1823, 1877 lunatics had been ad- 
mitted, of whom 1323 were men, and 554 
women. In the lunatic asylums of Holland 
the number of female is to that of male luna- 
tics, as thirty-four to twenty-nine. In Great 
Britain the proportion of the two sexes is 
neaTl v equal, or thirteen males to twelve 
females. In the north of Europe there are, 
on an average, three male to two female lu- 
natics, of which proportion, however, St. 
Petersburg is to he excepted, where, from 
1814 to 1821, 1024 men and 433 women 
were admitted into the madhouses. In the 
United States the number of insane males 
predominates. All these observations com- 
bined, give the ratio of male to female luna- 
tics as thirty-seven to thirty-eight. 

In conclusion, M. Esquirol remarks that 
by far the greater number of lunatics at 
Charenton during 1826, 1827, and 1828, 
consisted of unmarried persons, military 
men, merchants, tailors, and shoemakers, 
and that excesses in the use of spirituous 
liquors and in venery, had been the most 
predominant causes. Of 624 lunatics, 209 
were cured, 194 were discharged as incura- 
ble, and 221 died. The number of cures 
appears to us to be very great, but we do 
not recollect having ever heard of such an 
enormous mortality at a madhouse as that 
just stated, being more than a third of the 
whole number of patients. 
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MEDICAL INSTRUCTION AT PARIS. 

According to s royal ordinance, published 
in the Moniteur of the 5th of October, all 
vacancies at the " Faculty de Medicine ” 
are in future to be fitted up by a “ concours 
general/* the particular mode of which is to 
be decided by the “ Conseil d’ Instruction 
Puhlique/’ after a report from the existing 
professors of the faculty. It seems, how- 
ever, that the medical public at Paris has 
not much confidence in them, and several 
petitions have lately been presented to the 
minister of the interior by a large number of 
practitioners indicating what they consider 
to be the best mode of concours, m order to 
secure to the faculty such members as are 
most competent to fill the chairs. One of 
tho projects mentioned in the Laacctte 
JFranfoise strikes us as being peculiarly ap- 
propriate, and our readers will, no doubt, 
read the following extract with interest, 
though also with envy, as the wretched 
state of our own medical instruction leaves 
little hope of such a reform here, as has 
even already taken place in France. It is 
proposed that the candidate shall undergo 
the following trials : — 

1. A strict investigation into, and dis- 
cussion of, all works and papers he has 
published before his candidateship, as well 
as into the “ concours ” he has gone through 

revious to the present one, the lectures he 
as given, &c. 

2. Three extempore lectures, namely, first, 
a general one on the science of which he is 
desirous of holding the professorship ; se- 
condly, one on a particular subject relative 
to the same science, both after twenty-four 
or forty-eight hours* preparation, and a third 
lecture similar to the second, but after one 
or two hours' preparation only. 

3. A thesis on a subject determined by 
lot ; it is to be published in French, and sub- 
mitted to a discussion of two hours. 

4. If a clinical professorship is the object 
of the “ concours, the candidate is, instead 
of the extempore lecture, to treat a deter- 
mined number of patients at a hospital, in 
the presence of the jury, to take notes of 
these cases which appear to him worthy of 
commemoration ; and, lastly, to give a clini- 
cal lecture on them. 


HOPITAL DE LA CHAEITE. 

REMOVAL OP THE THlOH ON ACCOUNT OP 
A OUN-SHOT WOUND. 

Death during the Operation . 

A Swiss officer, who had, during the three 
days, received a ball at the upper part of the 
thigh, was admitted at the hospital ; the 
thigh-bon* was found to be fraotured a little 


below the trochanter, and a great many 
pieces of bone having been extracted, a 
bandage was applied in order to keep the 
limb in extension ; this was however with- 
out any effect, for the lower fragment was 
soon displaced, so that the limb became 
shortened by nearly five inches, swelled 
greatly, and profuse suppuration took place 
in spite of repeated counter-openings. The 
patient had unfortunately objected to the 
removal of the limb, which ought to have 
been performed aa soon as possible ; and it 
was not before hectic fever and emaciation 
had acceded, that he gave his consent to it. 
The flaps having been formed, M. Roux 
seemed to hesitate between amputation 
and exarticulation, when all at once the pa- 
tient was observed to become of deadly 
paleness, and his mouth was spasmodically 
opened ; the pulse was insensible, and he 
died in a few .moments. A fatal result of 
the operation might almost with certainty 
have been anticipated from the extreme de- 
bility of the patient, but, of course, such a 
sudden death had not been apprehended. — 
Lane . Franq. 

APPLICATION or THE LIGATURE IN EPI- 
LEPSY, ATTENDBD WITH AURA EPILEP- 
TICA. 

The Decadas de Medic . y Cirurgia Pract • 
contain the case of a girl about fourteen 
years of age, who, for nearly half a year, 
had been subject to monthly epileptic fits, 
with aura epileptics ascending from the 
fourth finger of the left hand, and extending 
up the arm to the head ; the sensation of 
aura waa always preceded by acute pain in 
the finger ; the fits varied in violence, but 
always left the patient in a state of great 
prostration, &c. She had not yet men- 
struated, and as there was no other cause of 
the disease, the medical attendant ascribed 
it to the non-appearance of the menses, and 
treated it accordingly, advising however, 
at the same time, the use of the ligature 
above the finger, as soon as the pain v^as 
felt. In this manner the fit was always 
prevented, except when the ligature was 
not applied soon enough, or when the con- 
striction was not of sufficient strength ; the 
ligature was subsequently applied round the 
wrist, and thus never failed to act as a pro- 
phylactic up to the time when menstruation 
appeared, after which there was no recur- 
rence of the fits. — Lane. Franq, 


MEDULLARY FUNGUS IN THE ANTERIOR 
MEDIASTINUM. 

At the sitting of the Academic de Medl- 
cine on the 14th of September, M. Martin 
Solon communicated the following case : — 
A man, thirty-one years of age, and of a 
good constitution, had, for about two months, 
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been subject to- pain in the pracorcjial re^ 
gion, when, on the fSth of July, be, for the 
first time, applied for medical advice ; on 
percussion, which was very painful, the an - 
terior part of the thorax presented a dull 
sound, and, 'at tbe same time, the “ fremisse- 
ment cataire,” as it is called by Laennec, 
was distinctly perceived; respiration was 
perfectly audible, and ihe patient did not 
Suffer from dyspnoea; after a short time, 
however, respiration became short, and 
could not be heard any more over the left 
side ; pain in the left shoulder and difficulty 
of swallowing also acceded, and all these 
symptoms seemed to confirm the diagnosis 
of aneurism of the aorta, which the disease 
had been declared to be. At the beginning 
of September, when M. Solon saw the pa- 
tient for tbe first time, tbe countenance was 
pale and (Edematous ; the pulse small but 
regular ; respiration very short ; tbe respi- 
ratory murmur audible only on the right 
side; the “ fremissement cataire" was no 
longer perceived ; swallowing was quite im- 
possible, and the patient was in an extreme 
state of marasmus; he died on the lltli of 
September. On examination the anterior 
mediastinum was found filled by a fungous 
growth about three pounds in weight, eight 
inches in length, and about six inclies in its 
transverse and anterior posterior diameters ; 
•It was of fatty texture, softened in a great 
■many points, and its external portion similar 
4o what is called medullary fungus ; the left 
lung was forcibly compressed, and the heart 
pushed aside ; the pericardium was of 
healthy structure, but closely adherent to 
the lateral portion of the tumour, which 
seemed to have originated from the fatty 
cellular tissue on the surface of the peri- 
cardium. The heart was one- third smaller 
than usual*— Gat* Mtdieale* 


ANEURISM 07 THE ASCENDING AORTA. 

By Thomas Glass Melhuish, M, />., 
M.R.C.S. 

William Murrell, aged 42, a resident 
in Gibson Street, Lambeth, whilst exerting 
himself in February last in favour of a can- 
didate for the office of surgeon to the parish, 
was thrown from a coach, from which he 
experienced much uneasiness in his right 
shoulder and side. About three months 
since a small pulsating tumour made its ap- 
pearance beneath the clavicle of the right 
side, and continued to increase, being at- 
tended with considerable dyspnoea and cough j 
especially in the recumbent posture. 

On the first of September he consulted 
me, when the tumour had increased to three j 
Add* half inches in its transverse, and about j 


the same in its perpendicular, diameter, 
the Centre being between the first and second 
ribs on the right side : the pulsation of the 
heart, compared with that of the tumour, 
was very trifling ; his countenance was sallew, 
his breathing laborious, be passed restleea 
nights ; had spat phlegm streaked with 
venous blood ; appetite good ; tongue clean ; 
bowels regular ; pulse 72 ; be complained 
of his head being occasionally drawn down 
towards the right side, from which incon- 
venience be was relieved when he placed 
himself in the recumbent posture. I at- 
tempted to afford him relief by administering 
small dosesof tbe acetate and citrate of mor- 
phia, tincture of foxglove; hydrocyanic acid, 
and occasional aperients ; these means were 
beneficial for a short time, procuring for him 
tolerably tranquil nights, and relieving the 
cough and dyspnoea. 

On Monday, October 11th, the tumour 
bad assumed a purplish appearance and had 
increased in its perpendicular diameter to 
five inches, and in its transverse to sevens 
the face and ancles were swollen and cede- 
matous ; respiration very laborious ; he was 
incapable of lying down, being constantly 
supported in a sitting posture ; he complain- 
ed of pricking pains in the tumour; had 
little rest by night or day, and had frequent- 
ly spat ooagula of dark -coloured blood. Or 
W ednesday eve, the 13th inst., the tu- 
mour burst internally, when there was At 
the same moment heard a gurgling noise, 
and the poor patient immediately diaoharged 
from his mouth about a pint and a half of 
florid blood, and died in lesa than two minutes 
after the rupture had taken place. 

Autopsy thirty -two hours after death . 

Having made a perpendicular incision 
from the upper part of the sternum to the 
ensiform cartilage, another was made at a 
right angle to the first, over the centre of the 
tumour, extending it to the right axilla. The 
pectoroles major and minor were quite 
healthy, parts of the second, third, and fourth 
ribs, were completely absorbed, and their 
extremities easily broken down with the 
fingers. On removing the sternum a large 
quantity of sero-sanguineous fluid escaped, 
and at least a pound of coagulated blood was 
found in tbe right pleura ; the anenrismal 
cyst, about the size of a foetal head, was 
seated under the origin of the arteria inno- 
minata, and contained a large quantity of 
lamellated coagulum ; it had burst into the 
inferior and posterior part of the middle lobe 
of the right lung, and there was a commu- 
nication with the serous cavity by a rent in 
the pleura pulmonalis. The opening into 
the cyst from the ascending aorta was about 
the size of a halfcrown ; the bronchi were 
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fall of frothy blood. Tbo reflected pericar- 1 
dium was loaded with fat externally, and 
contained but little fluid. The heart was 
of the natural size, flabby, and almost empty, 
the veins on its surface being distended with 
air. The valves of the aorta were perfectly 
healthy, but on the ascending and transverse 
portions of that vessel Were discovered a few 
scales of osaific deposit. The stomach was 
distended with foetid gss, but quite healthy ; 
the liver was of a pale colour, large, dense, 
and coarsely granular. 

Lambeth, October 19, 1830. 


DEATH OF Mlt. HUSEISSON — REJOINDER 
FROM DR. WEATHERILL. 

7b the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — I am aorry the letter of surgeon 
Whatton, of Manchester, published in The 
Lancet of last week, and purporting to be 
an answer to mine of the £7th ult., has dis- 
appointed me, — in one way, because it cer- 
tainly fails to fulfil the writer's intentions ; 
In another, that be should have displayed so 
much of testy humotar ; and lastly, that he 
should have so far mistaken my meaning as 
to quote passages from my former commu- 
nication merely, it would seem, to use them 
his own *ay, and contrary to what, it is 
quite plain, they were originally designed 
for. 

Were I to concede to Mr. Whatton and 
hie colleagues in this affair the full benefit 
of acting according to the best practice of 
surgery, still it must be granted the position 
into which his letter has thrown him, is an 
unfortunate one ; were no other data consi- 
dered, the unmanly, the repulsive temper 
and spirit of Ms language, count seriously 
against him; even it might be to destroy 
his claims to honesty in the estimation of 
many. That cause is weak indeed, whose 
vindication rests upon irrelevancy and vitu- 
peration. But with Mr. Whatton ’s bad 
philosophy and worse generalship I have 
less to do than with the subject on which 
he has exerted them. 

Mr. Whatton does not believe (I can 
pardon hia scepticism) that the consistency 
and professional etiquette of the faculty 
here, would allow them to be censorious in 
this case. In this, however, he is quite 
mistaken, and if he will not take my word 
for it, the testimony of others would not 
be difficult to obtain. The charge of imbe- 
cility, if not of ignorance, was the constant 
theme of conversation among the profession 
at the time; and, therefore, 1 feel justified 
in reiterating that portion of my former 
letter which speaks of the fact. 

By quotation, Mr. Whatton makes me 


•ay, '< that an army o? a navy avgoon 

might have saved the life of Mr. Huskisson.” 
Now this was the opinion of a writer in The 
North Briton , aad I caught hold of it only 
to expose its fallacy. My lamentation 
about the experience of army surgeons has 
however afforded a fine opportunity for Mr. 
Whatton (I am not offended at his dexterity 
nor his modesty) to say something very 
handsome both for himself and Mr. Ran- 
some. 

I am now informed that a ligature was 
placed upon the femoral artery. . When was 
this done! Why, several hours after the 
receipt of the injury, or, if you please, im- 
mediately after the medical men bad made 
their first examination of its nature ! But 
Mr. Whatton has not told ua whether the 
haemorrhage was arrested by this ligature or 
not ; nor has he stated the time which was 
suffered to transpire in the consultation 
during and after this examination, before it 
was applied ; he also baa entirely forgotten to 
mention any-thing concerning a reaction in 
the system. Mr. Huskisson was able to ar- 
range his domestic matters, and appeared, 
after the first shock had passed over, com- 
posed sufficiently to convene for some time, 
not only rationally, but ably, with those 
about him. Wss not this a time, I would 
ask, for the performance of the humane ope- 
ration of Dr. Hennenl I think it was, find 
so do others; nor has the report of the 
oase by Mr. Whatton, of peninsular noto- 
riety, ‘moved in the slightest degree the 
propriety of entertaining such a belief. 

Most monstrous to remark, the bleeding 
was allowed to continue for a period of 
three hours or more, by ** a constant drain- 
ing from the veins!’' This venous drain- 
ing, however, was not all ; there was a pro- 
fuse arterial hemorrhage, whose fury, I 
have good reason to believe, only abated as 
it overcame- the strength of its victim. 

It has been boldly asserted that amputa- 
tion would have saved the life of Mr. Hus- 
kisson ; hut whether this operation would 
have been followed by such success or not, 
it was no excuse tor its not being done, 
when this measure held out tha only hope 
of advantage ; the dread of a fatal termiua- 
tioi should have been no intimidation ; the 
case was of the most desperate kind, and 
ad extremes morbos, extrema rtmedia, is a 
doctrine which hss been inculcated from 
time out of mind. “ It is rauoh better for 
a man to live with three limbs than to die 
with four.’* 

It is always the duty of a medical man to 
employ every means in his power for the 
benefit of his patient, and Mr. Whatton wiU 
agree with me in this ; if he does not, he 
becomes a proper object of censure. The 
question then to be decided is, Was every 
human mean employed to insane the Mfo of 
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Mr. Huskisson I I do most conscientiously, 
and most unequivocally, beg leave to say, 
there was not. 

Yours obediently, 
Thomas Weatherill, M.D. 
Liverpool, Oct. 26, 1830. 


LETTER FROM MR. SELLS. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— Your liberal impartiality in ob- 
serving the maxim of *< Audi alteram par- 
tem/* assures me that you will readily in* 
sort my short notices of two passages in 
Mr. Morson’s defence of Mr. Bowen. 

To that of Mr. Bowen and myself hav- 
ing met each other frequently,*’ — I have to 
deny it entirely, having never even seen 
him from the period of Mrs. Clarke’s death, 
until after Sir A. Halliday stopped me in the 
street at Hampton, and said to me, ** I ’ve 
seen Bowen, it’s all lies; he opened the 
head, and delivered the woman.” 

To the equivocal passage of his believing 
something, and about my not coming for- 
ward at the meeting or council held at Mr. 
Jackson’s on Aug. 26th, I have to express 
my opinion that it never was intended I 
should be present, as I had no information, 
direct or indirect, of when it was to take 
place, and knew not of such meeting having 
occurred until two days afterwards. 

I remain. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

William Sells. 

. Kingston, Nov. 2d, 1830. 


SUMMER LECTURES ON 8UROERY. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — In your last Number of The Lan- 
cet, in answer to your correspondent, “ A 
Medical Student,” I perceive that you are 
not aware that the Court of Examiners of the 
Royal College of Surgeons will receive a 
certificate of a summer course of lectures on 
surgery, duly delivered between the months 
of May and October, and including, like the 
winter course, not less than sixty lectures, 
which I am now delivering, and shall re. 
commence on the 1st of June, 1831. I have 
by me a letter from the secretary of the Col- 
lege, in answer to one from me, dated 1st 
of October, stating that my summer course 
will be received. 

I am, Sir, yours obediently, 

J. Evans Ri adore. 
17, Tavistock Square, Nov. 1st, 1830. 


MOTIONS.^ THE HEART. 

To the Editor o/The Lancet. -> 

Sir, — In reading'yesyeyflay, in The, Lan- 
cet, your verf- excellent ana candid rewqw 
of Dr. Corrigan’s opinions on the motiona|ff 
the heart, and the- cause of the impulsqVef 
the heart on the cheat, I was struck lyfihe 
fact, that both Dr. Hope and Dr. Corrman, 
as well as the reviewer, in speaking of i the 
tendency which a flexible tube has either to 
become straightened or still more bent upon 
the injection of a fluid, omitted to consider 
the influence of the form of the tube— I 
mean the shape of its cavity— or, to speak 
in a different manner, that .they overlooked 
this, viz. that the injection of a fluid into a 
tube of flexible materials would (particu- 
larly if its passage through were in some 
measure resisted) cause the sides of the tube 
to assume (hat position in which the cavity 
of the tube became the greatest. 

Therefore, upon the injection of a fluid 
into a tube of flexible materials (like the 
aorta) , with some degree of resistance to its 
passage off at the other end, the tube would 
become either more straightened or bent 
than it was before the injection, according 
to the position of the tube when partially 
empty or flaccid, in relation to its position 
when distended to the utmost. 

If you think these observations worth in- 
sertion, will you favour me by giving them 
a place in your Journal. 

I remain yours, 

H. P. L. Drew* 

Thursday, October 7, 1830. 

79, Gower Street. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

The whole of the letters requiring answers 
will he noticed in our next. The Index to 
the last volume will also be published with 
our succeeding Number. 

A Married Medical Assistant . He cannot 
dispense his own medicines without being lia- 
ble to the penalties in question, although he 
may not style himself “ Apothecary.” Nei- 
ther will a court of law assist him to reco- 
ver debts for medicines and attendance. 

The letter of Hiatus must be authenti- 
cated. 

The letter of H. F„ Bristol, was mislaid, 
and we presume that an answer to it would 
not now be desired. 

We have not addressed & letter to our 
correspondent H, R ., of Leominster, be- 
cause we cannot yet give him all the in- 
formation he desires; but whenever the 
arrangements are complete, ample opportu- 
nities of becoming acquainted with theta 
will be afforded in this Journal. 
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Dublin Hospital Reports , and Communica- 
tions in Medicine and [Surgery, Vol. V. 

Dublin : Hodges and Smith, 1830. 8vo. 

pp. 631. 

Op this excellent volume we should speek 
• in lengthened terms of approbation, but the 
abstract we propose to make of its most 
prominent papers, will entirely supersede 
the necessity of our eulogium. The subse- 
quent <* sample ” will enable our readers to 
estimate the valne of the entire volume. 

A joint report from Dr. Graves and Dr. 
Stokes, the physicians to the Meath Hospi- 
tal, occupies a hundred and twenty-eight 
pages of the volume. It is subdivided into 
different sections on diseases of the arterial 
system, painful swellings of the extremities, 
disease of the lymphatics, diseases of the 
respiratory organs, and of the abdominal 
viscera. Of each of these topics they have 
given able and well-illustrated notices. The 
first section includes a most remarkable case 
of arteritis, to the abstract of which we 
would call the most serious attention. On 
the 7th of February, 1829, Patrick M'Gratb, 
atat. 44, of strong habit, was admitted, la- 
bouring under loss of power of the right 
lower extremity. He had been exposed to 
considerable hardships for six months, and 
in the beginning of the previous December, 
was first affected with alternating sensations 
of cold and heat in the toes of the right foot. 
Soon after the same sensations were expe- 
rienced in the leg, with formications and 
partial loss of power. Pains of the foot 
next supervened, in a month the part be- 
came cold and deprived of sensation. 

On admission, the temperature of the 
body was natural, except in the effected 
limb, which was as low as 58 p Fahrenheit ; 
the pulse 96, small, and soft. There was 
cpmplete loss of sensation from the middle 
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of the thigh to the toes. The femoral artery 
was hard and painful, and in it no pulsation' 
could be felt ; the stethoscope further indi- 
cated absence of pulsation in the external 
and common iliac arteries of the affected 
side. The authors hence concluded, that the 
right common external iliac and femoral 
arteries, were in a state of permanent ob- 
struction. Warmth was applied to the 
limb, and opiates exhibited. In the night 
the temperature of the parts rose to the 
natural standard, and the thigh became 
generally painful on pressure. Leeches 
were applied, and opium freely given ; the 
next day the thigh was more swollen, vesi- 
cations appeared, and he died on the sub* 
sequent morning. 

We omit the notice of the dissection of 
the general cavities, and proceed to that of 
the arterial system : the descending aorta 
was healthy to within six inches of the bi- 
furcation ; here a slender red fibrinous clot 
was found stretching nearly to the bifurca- 
tion, beneath this clot the lining membrane 
was of a deep-red colour, thickened, and 
soft. On slitting down to the bifurcation, 
the right common iliac was found com- 
pletely plugged up from its origin by a 
dark clot, which extended to the external 
nnd internal iliacs, and also engaged the 
gluteal and obturator arteries ; the same 
disease was found in the femoral and pro- 
funda, and extended to the origin of the 
anterior and posterior tibial arteries, which 
vessels, including the peroneal, presented a 
similar appearance as far as they could be 
traced. Along the course of the diseased 
vessels, the lining membrane was found soft 
and thickened. It had somewhat a villous 
appearance, and greatly resembled an in- 
flamed mucous membrane. No disease what- 
ever could be detected in the veins of the 
affected limb. 
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On these symptoms and pathological ap- 
pearances, the authors comment with great 
ability. They notice, in the first place, the 
commencement of the disease in the extreme 
arteries of the^o^, apd its ^gvadael extern* 
upwards, as ]£Oiyd by the cangpcu^te pro- 
gression of the coldness and pain in that 
direction. They observe that the coldness 
of the foot, while the thigh generally ra- 
tioned its standard warmth, indicated the 
affection of the ultimate branches, while the 
larger were yet disengaged, and that the 
dissection still more- forcibly corroborated 
this opinion, by exhibiting the clot increas- 
ing in consistence from above downwards. 
They consider that, in this case, the clot 
differed in its origin and nature from that 
Which constitutes neurismal coagula, and 
which proceeds from the coagulation of blood 
arrested in its course. Here they think it 
probable that the obstruction originated 
from the effusion of lymph poured out from 
the inflamed lining membrane of the arte- 
ries, augmented perhaps by the subsequent 
coagulation of impeded blood. 

Further, they apply with much ingenuity 
the detail pf the symptoms to the corre- 
sponding evidence which the dissection pro- 
duced. “ In this case,” they observe, “ the 
extreme coldness of the limb pointed out, 
in the first instance, that the circulation 
was obstructed. Coldness occurs in some 
cases of paralysis from disease of the ner- 
vous system, but it is slight ; here the tem- 
perature of the affected limb was 30° be- 
low the natural standard. This great cold- 
ness, and tbe slight and but little extended 
oedema observable on tbe admission of the 
patient, showed that the obstruction existed 
ip. the arterial rather than the venous sys- 
tem, and this was borne out by the absence 
of pulsation in the femoral artery, as ob- 
served by the touch, and in the iliacs by 
auscultation. 

One of the most interesting circumstances 
in the case they consider to be, the occur- 
rence of inflammatory action in the cellular 
tissue and skin of the affected limb towards 
tbe close of the disease; this they believe 
to have proceeded from a'natural effort to- 
wards the restoration of the circulation, by 
means of anastomosing branches from the 
healthy arteries of the opposite side. From 
over-action thus induced, they believe the 
external inflammation to have' arisen ; and 


they argue, that if tSeir views be correct*; * 
the application of jvarmth must be injudi- 
cious, after the collateral circulation has 
commenced ; on the same 'principle that 
warm applications are improper, or even 
daigefous, in tbe case of frost-bitten ports. 

As to the diagnosis of this disease, they 
do not consider it to be difficult, in tbe ad- 
vanced stages ; “ there is paralysis, but this 
has not been preceded by symptoms of 
cerebral or spinal disease, and the intel- 
lects remain undisturbed. To this tbe feeble 
pulsation, or its complete absence, in the 
arteries of the limb, are to be added, and 
no difficulty will be experienced in detect- 
ing the disease.” 

We question much how far the intellec- 
tual condition can be admitted as mi item in 
this diagnostic evidence. Paralysis of one. 
of the lower extremities by itself, but rarely* 
if ever, arises from cerebral disturbance 
alone, and we have seen almost innumerable 
examples of spinal disease, in which the 
intellects continued totally unclouded to the, 
last moment. But to resume the author s 
observations 

“ I?) its early stages,” they continue* 
“ the diagnosis is more difficult. Here, 
however, an accurate comparison of the 
temperature of both limbs, and tlie force of 
tbe arterial pulsations, may, perhaps, lead 
to a discovery of the disease soon after its* 
commencement, and thus enable us to arrest? 
the progress of the inflammation. At all 
events the disease might be checked, if not 
cured, so as to allow the anastomosing ves- 
sels time to take on the supplementary ac- 
tion.” 

We pass by the ether arterial cases 
which the authors describe, but which are 
possessed of deep interest, and we proceed 
to the section which relates to painfol swell- 
ings of the extremities, dnd which contains 
an abundance of the most important practi- 
cal information. It is moreover distinguished 
by the creditable candour in which they 
contrast their own views with the opinions 
of others, and draw from their practice 
cases to a certain extent contradictory to 
the opinions they had previously expressed. 
Of painful swellings of the extremities, they 
describe three cases The first occurred in 
a man named Andrews, who was admitted 
for apparent tertian ague, at the same time 
labouring under swelling of the left leg and 
thigh, but which affection he concealed. As 
several other cases of ague were in the 
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Louse at tLe same time, the ordinary treat* 
ment by the sulphate of quinine was adopt- 
ed, which, to tiie surprise of the medical at- 
ttfednate, keened to exert bat little influence 
on the disease. The true nature of his ill- 
ness was then discovered. The left leg and 
tbigh were extremely painful sad swollen j 
the both was aery tender on pressure, por- 
ticutariy akmg the esurse if the saphena 
vein, which, in its whole extent, felt like a 
hard chord. The temperature of the parts 
was not increased. The quinine was now 
omitted, leeches were applied, and ealetnel 
and opium exhibited. This treatment 
proved successful, and in three weeks he 
was discharged wed* 

* The second ease was me of more serious 
character: — The patient, Elisa O’Doan el, 
mitt* #1, was admitted on the 9d of June, 
1999, with symptoms of gastric fever and 
pain in the right side; thirty leeches Were 
applied, and aperient medicines given. 
Gcnveieseence appeared to commence on 
the 6th ; hat on the ?th, without toy obvious 
cause, it was found that a violent paia bad 
occurred daring the night in the calf of the 
left leg) which was extremely tender, hot, 
and tense, bat free from redness, and did 
not pit upon pressure ; the tenderness was 
especially great along the course ef the 
saphena vein, which felt obordy in its 
whole extent. The pulse was 108, hard. 

Leeches were applied along the vein, 
calomel and opium, and the hip-bath em* 
ployed, and in a few days her symptoms 
were relieved ; but a decided tendency to a 
recurrence of the disease manifested itself 
on several occasions, proving exceedingly 
distressing, but eventually yielding to 
leeches and stupes, so that she had nearly 
recovered by the middle of July. 

With reference to the case of Andrews, 
the authors, in the first place, remark on 
the Striking example it furnishes of the dan- 
ger that may arise from neglect of accu- 
rate examination in any case, however sim- 
ple in appearance, and in further illustration 
of this circumstance, they adduce another 
example of the same disease 

In a female patient, much debilitated 
by fever, convalescence had but commenced, 
when she complained of want of sleep from 
serere pain in the ©alf of the right leg. At 
this time we Were not familiar with the dis- 
ease. On examination of the limb, the skin 
was of the natural colour, aftd it did not ap- 
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pear increased in siz$, or swollen in the 
least. Narcotics were exhibited, hut with- 
out benefit, and on the following day, the 
pain being very severe, and occupying a 
small spot on the leg, a mesa was applied. 
Next day, on taking dawn the bed-clothes, f 
the left leg was accidentally uncovered, 
when we were at once struck with the great 
difference of size of the two extremities. 
The right, Which we had supposed of natu- 
ral rise, was nearly twice as large ss the left, 
which was emaciated from the loqg Conti* 
nuance of the fever." 

The apparent intermittent fever in An* 
drews, they compare to that produced by 
urinary irritation, and they offer some very' 
judicious remarks on the exasperation of 
these cases by the use of the sulphate of> 
quinine. Ia one case of another descrip- 
tion, they oven noticed well-marked tertian , 
ague to supervene during the administra- 
tion of large doses of this medicine . 

The disputed pathology of these swellings 
next engages their attention ; “ An accurate 
observation," they state, *‘of numerous 
cases both of phlegmasia dolens . occurring 
after delivery, an of painful swellings of. 
the extremities appearing during or aftef; 
fever, has satisfied us of the pathological; 
identity of the two diseases." This con- 
viction they found on the similarity, if not 
identity of symptoms, their occupying at, 
one time the entire limb, at another only, 
parts of it, and changing from site to site in 
an erratic form. 

“In some cases," they continue, •• we 
have observed this affection to be attended 
by a cordy and painful state of the saphena 
vein, proving that it participated in the 
disease ; but as this state of the vein, when 
it did ocour, was in some cases subsequent 
to the disease in other parts of the limb t 
and as in the majority of cases of phlegmasia 
dolens, and in the painful swelling of the 
extremities after fever in the male and fe- 
male subject, no such afifectioh of the saphena' 
occurred, we think that the latter cannot hr 
justice be considered a* the cause oi the dis* . 
ease. The occasional occurrence of the 
swelling in the inferior portion of the limb, 
in the first iustance, and its erratic nature, 
militate against the idea that the disease 
proceeds from an affection of the large venous 
trunks." . 

Several circumstances, which we Heed not 
mention in detail, induce Dr. Graves and 
Dr. Stokes to refer the primary seat of the 
disease to the subcutaneous cejluUr tissue y 
the external and vascular layer of the eorium 
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remaking uninflamed win account, they be- 
lieve, for the absence of redness in such 
cases. When leeches were applied, ibey 
observed a quantity of serous fluid to flow 
from the bites before blood appeared, and 
this fact they apply to the confirmation of 
their opinion on the grounds that <( the cel- 
lular tissue seems to follow the same law as 
serous membranes ; moderately inflamed it 
effuses an unusual quantity of its natural 
secretion, serum ; when the irritation is 
more intense, the effusion is also altered, it 
contains more animal matter, approaching in 
its qualities to coagulable lymph, and some- 
times it is of a puriform nature; in this 
latter form it is occasionally noticed in in- 
tense cases of the true phlegmasia dolens, 
but usnally the secretion is intermediate be- 
tween the serous and puriform nature.” 

All these arguments, it will be observed, 
tend to contradict the recently prevailing 
opinion that phlegmasia dolens is produced 
by phlebitis of the veins of the limb. It is 
worthy of notice, however, that the saphena 
vein was, in point of fact, inflamed in all 
these oases, and certainly we do not attach 
the same importance as the authors, to its 
apparently supervening after the swelling 
and not preceding it, as the cause should 
its effect. For, it is plain that the internal 
or deep-seated veins may be inflamed beyond 
the reach of our examination ; that a tend- 
ency to this state may exist in the external 
veins, and thus that both may induce the 
peculiar swelling of the limb, before the 
progress of the phlebitis renders itself mani- 
fest in the condition of the saphena veins. 
In these remarks we are borne out by a case 
which occurred, subsequently to the writing 
of the authors* conjoint statement, and which 
they with the utmost candour describe. A 
young man was admitted labouring under 
typhoid fever, but chiefly complaining of 
severe pain hi the upper and anterior portion 
of the right thigh. The limb became swollen, 
and four days after admission he died. On 
dissection, besides the evidences of pleuro- 
pneumony, pericarditis, and splenitis, the 
following appearances were observed iu the 
vanons system of the affected limb. 

“ In the external iliac vain, we found just 
above Poupart’s ligament, a large concretion 
of a granular appearance, friable, and of a , 
yellowish colour, nearly plugging up the 
vessel, and extending into some of the I 


minute collateral branches ; the lining mem- 
brane was red, and in one point adhered to 
the coagulum ; no puriform matter could be 
detected; the femoral and popliteal veins 
were healthy, as also the arteries ; the cellu- - 
lar tissue of the limb was pale and cedema- 
tous.” It cannot he denied, they add, “ that 
this case is strongly corroborative of the 
opinion before entertained, and lately in- 
sisted on by Tommasini,that the phlegmasia 
alba dolens is in reality owing to phlebitis. 
It would, however, . be - unphilosophical to 
form certain conclusions as to the disease in 
question from a single case. We have put 
our experience of the disease now on record , 7 
and leave to our readers to form their own 
opinion.** 

There next follows an instructive case of 
psoas abscess which terminated suddenly, 
and in which, on dissection, a singular lym- 
phatio affection waa discovered. The inter- 
nal surface of the abscess was quite smooth, 
as if it had been lined with serous membrane, 
and towards its infero-posterior portion there < 
existed five or six orifices of the diameter of ; 
peas, with surfaces perfectly continuous 
with that of the sac. They terminated in 
organised tubes, which appeared to be lym- ' 
phatics, for they led to a mass of diseased 
glands which lay on the brim of the pelvis. 
The vessels between the lymphatic glands 
and the abscess were filled with pus precisely ' 
similar to that in the abscess, tohile the glands 
were distended with matter evidently of 
similar origin, but changed in its physical’ 
properties. In some it was still fluid, but 
much thicker than in the abscess ; in most if 
was converted into a soft cheesy mass. 
From these glands ascended a chain of lym- 
phatics communicating with the thoracic 
duct, and containing solid matter resembling' 
that of tubercles. The thoracic duct was’ 
distended to the size of the middle-finger, L 
and felt hard and nodulated. It was found’ 
to contain a similar matter, but much harder 
in consistence, and mixed with a large pro- 
portion of a calcareous substance, such as 
occurs in diseased bronchial glands. The 
uterus was filled with a mass of the caseous’ 
matter. 

The authors consider this case of much 
pathological importance, with reference to 
the changes observed in pulmonary tubercles. 
Still they build no theory on the foundation 
it affords ; neither do they, by its assistance, 
endeavour to prop up any hypothesis already • 
advanced ; they judiciously content them-^ 
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selves by merely observing the fsct of pus 
having in this instance been converted into 
matter of a caseous consistence, of the ab- 
sorption of its fluid particles, the new ar- 
rangement of its solid particles, its assuming 
all the physical characters of solid tubercular 
matter, and like this finally passing into a 
state in which its calcareous matters pre- 
dominate over the other ingredients. 

The ensuing forty pages are occupied by 
extremely interesting cases with remarks 
on the diseases of the respiratory organs. 
Of these our notice must be very short. By 
a summary of the cases it appears that acute 
inflammation of the pulmonary tissue and of 
the bronchial mucous membrane, are tbe pre- 
valent inflammatory diseases of tbe respira- 
tory organs, and that simple pleuritia is in 
Dublin a very rare disease. Simple pneu- 
monia, they found, waemoat advantageously 
treated by venesection and tartar emetic, 
and of tbe mode of exhibiting the latter they 
afford much novel and highly valuable infor- 
mation ; they find that its use is most suit- 
able in the early stages of the disease, in 
strong constitutions, and during the absence 
of gastric symptoms. The cases whioh re- 1 
sisted the use of the remedy were entirely ; 
such as combined gaatro-enterilia with the I 
pneumonic inflammation, and they have 
found that after leeching the abdomen and ] 
thus removing the gastro-enteritis, that 
then the tartar emetic operated with its 
accustomed efficacy. Six grains are gene- 
rally administered the first day, and the dose 
is increased by two or three grains daily, 
until fifteen grains are exhibited in tbe 
twenty-four hours. At this rate they have 
been able to administer it for several days, i 
always with the best effects, and seldom or 
never inducing the slightest abdominal irri- 
tation, further than occasional colicky pains 
which yielded to mild laxatives, stuping, 
and opiates. 

In cases where a complication with abdo- 
minal disease • decidedly exists, where the 
fever is low, and the powers of life greatly 
sunk, they have found the active administra- 
tion of calomel and opium, followed up by the 
decoction of polygala, and other stimulants, 
to have succeeded in the most remarkable 
manner. 

We cannot omit to notice some facts con- 
nected with the use of the stethoscope, 
which are of the utmost practical importance, 
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and whioh the authors explain in ft masterly 
manner. The first is, the occasional dis- 
appearance of hepati ration without the occur- 
rence of the '* crepitus ** of resolution. The 
second respects the sonorons rale, and is of 
the deepest practical importance. In several 
cases of the worst catarrhat fever, while 
the patient was in a semi-comatose condition, 
nothing is often observable by the stetho- 
scope during ordinary respiration, though a 
loud sonorous sound is heard upon a deep 
respiration. Where the fever, however, is 
on the wsne, when convalescence is setting 
in, and the patient in every respect improv- 
ed, then a loud sonorous rale is heard even 
in ordinary respiration, owing to a diminu- 
tion of inflammatory action, and not to its 
increase, as an inexperienced stethoscopist 
might readily imagine. 

The great modifications which laryngeal 
affection s create in the stethoseopic evidence' 
of pulmonary disease, is made the subject 
of lengthened observations. A singular 
phenomenon is also noticed of the formation 
of temporary tumours on the percussed parts 
of the cheat in tubercular phthisis. Some 
cases of phthisis are alluded to, in which 
the pulse was full and slow, contrary to that 
state of quickness which, by many authori- 
ties, is even considered as diagnostic of the 
disease. A ease is also cited, in which, not- 
withstanding the destruction of the greater 
part of tbe longs, the calorific ftmctions were 
increased in activity. Finally, a most ex- 
traordinary instance of malformation is de- 
scribed, in whioh the stomach lay within the 
thorax, above the diaphragm, and completely 
beyond the reach of its coBtreethms. Vo- 
miting occurred continually during the pa- 
tient’s illness, M a fact,” as they observe; 

“ worth a thousand experiments, and which 
completely decides the question that vomit - 
tug may he produced by the action of the 
stomach itself, unassisted by any external 
compressing force , notwithstanding what 
Le Galloia and late physiologists have said 
to the contrary.** 

Our limits will hardly permit us to give e 
detailed notice of the concluding portion of 
this paper; where it relates to the diseases' 
of the abdominal viacera, two points of great 
importance are therein minutely examined 
and illustrated ; namely, the operation of 
opening hepatic abscesses, and peritonitis 
consecutive on perforation of the intestines. 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



$30 XAUW-OUa DI 


% disorder .which has of late been almost 
epidemic in some qF theDubUn hospitals, and 
requires very peculiar treatment, of which 
we can say no more than that yenesection 
eppeajrs to be hurtful, and opium in large 
doses of the most unequivocal advantage. 

We shall return to this volume again at 
an early occasion, having in the mean time 
'given, we believe, sufficient proof of its 
worth, to justify the opinion we expressed 
at the commencement of our abstract 


Medico- Chirurgical Transactions . 
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{Continued from page 218.) 

Tho first p&rt of the 9th paper, by Mr, A. 
C. Hutchison, on the infrequency of ealcu- 
^ous diseases in seafaring persons, merely 
confirms the statements made hy him in his 
former essay on the same subject, and re.-, 
quires,, therefore, no particular notice here. 
The second part “ on the frequency of cal- 
culous diseases in Scotland/* shows, that 
Contrary to the general opinion, these dis- 
eases are, on the whole, more prevalent 
Sheen than in England, the proportion being 
one in 83,000, though only cases observed 
in the principal towns are, included in the 
cak*detM# j while in England, according 
tp Yellely’ a statement, it is only one in 

408,000. The cause of this frequency, Mr. 
Hutohisen does not attempt to explain, 
otherwise than hy observing, that “ it may 
possibly be Owing to the more sedentary 
occupations of the Scottish people/* He 
seeps, indeed, to tbioh, that it may also 
be in some measure owing to the nature of 
the feed in general use among the lower 
orders, but does not in any way point out 
how this could have such an effect. 

Of the 3 Otbpaper, by Mr. Eangstaff,and en- 
titled “ practical Observations on the healthy 
and morbid conditions of stumps/' it is diffi- 
cult to give any thing like an analysis } it 
consists chiefly of descriptions qF a number 
of preparations in hie museum, which* apart 
from the preparations themselves, can of 
course have but little value. They are, in- 
deed, preceded by a very accurate account of 
the healthy actions which usually take place 
in stumps after amputation ; but of the causes 
of the morbid changes, especially the en- 
largement of the extremities of the divided 


nerves, which, form the particular subject 
of the paper, and which the preparations 
described are intended to illustrate, Mr. 
Langstaff does not attempt the least expla- 
nation ; and though be promises at the be- 
ginning of tbe paper to describe the method 
he has adopted most successfully m making 
a good stump, and rendering the parts capa- 
ble of receiving any mechanical assistance, 
yet all that he subsequently states on this 
point is, that the flap operation is preferable 
to the circular, and that tWB much muscle 
ought not to be ftft, as it is injurious, by 
impeding tbe adhesive process, the absorb- 
ents having to remove tbe unnecessary parts 
of the muscles before this process can be 
established. We confess, therefore, that 
these “ practical observations ** have dis- 
appointed us, and that they are not altoge- 
ther such as might have been expected from 
so accurate an observer, and so intelligent 
and experienced a pathologist, 

No. 11, is an account of a case of aneu- 
risms of the external iliac and popliteal 
arteries, in which the common iliac was tied 
by Dr. Crampton, of Dublin. The opera- 
tion was performed in the same manner as 
that in which Dr. Stevens first tied the 
internal iliac, the incision tyeing made down- 
wards from the last rib along the crista ilii, 
and the peritoneum being separated from 
the fascia iliaca without division. The ves- 
sel was thus completely exposed to, view, 
and a ligature passed round it without the 
least difficulty. The patient appeared to be 
going on well, except that some degree of 
pulsation returned in the iliac tumour on 
the second day after the operation, and the 
ligature, which was of catgut, came away 
on the 8th ; but on the 10th day violent 
haemorrhage suddenly occurred from the 
wound, which was nearly healed, and proved 
almost instantaneously fatal. On dissection 
the artery was found to be still pervious, 
though the internal and middle coats were 
completely divided in its whole circumference 
and small portions of lymph adhered to its 
external surface. The state of the contents 
of the iliac aneurism is not mentioned, nor 
whence the fatal haemorrhage proceeded j 
we suppose, however, that it was from an 
ulcerated aperture at the point where the 
ligature had been applied, as it is stated 
that a small abscess, had formed there. The 
return of the pulsation, and the unfortunate^ 
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event in this ea uw, seem evidently to have 
been owing to the softening of the ligature* 
" by whieh it was thrown off before the 
obstruction of the artery, or the coagulation 
of the blood in the aneurism al sac, had been 
completed.” No reason is given why a 
catgut ligature was used is preference to a 
silken one, the employment of which would 
probably have ensured suceese to an opera- 
tion undertaken under favourable circum- 
stances, and in other respects admirably 
executed. It is somewhat remarkable, that 
at me end of this paper Dr. Crampton 
speaks of the operation of tying the aorta as 
though it had never yet been performed. 

The 12th paper, the longest, and perhaps 
—.the most interesting of all, is by Dr. Elliot- 
son, on glanders iu the human subject. Two 
patients labouring under this terrible disease 
were admitted into St. Thomas’ Hospital in 
the course of last year, and the case of the 
first, who was under Dr. Roots, is described 
in our 291st Number, under the title of 
“ gangrene of tbe nose.” In that of the 
Second, who was under Dr. Elliotson, the 
progress of the disease was more rapid, and 
the symptoms were more strongly marked, 
but in both oases they were essentially the 
same : typhoid fever, with great prostration 
Of strength ; abscesses in different parts of 
the extremities ; pustules on the face, espe- i 
daily on and around the alaa nasi ; gangrene 
of tbe extremity of the nose, and a profuse 
discharge of foetid pus from the nostrils. 
Although both these cases were seen by 
most of the medical officers of the hospital, 
as well as by several other practitioners and 
a great number of students, so one appears 
to have been at all aware of their real nature. 
Even Dr. Elliotson, who was satisfied that 
the disease depended on some morbid poi- 
son, was quite unable to indicate its source, 
especially as the friends of both the patients, 
who were particularly questioned on the 
subject, positively denied that they had 
ever been exposed to any kind of contagion 
which could be supposed capable of produc- 
ing such effects. It was, therefore, some 
days after the death of the second patient, 
and on seeing “ fatal case of acute glanders” 
on the cover of a contemporary journal, that 
“the truth instantly flashed upon his mind.” 
On reading the history of this case, which 
occurred in a cavalry soldier in Ireland, and 
under curcnmataoces which placed the source 
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of tbe contagion beyond aU doubt, Dr. El* 
liotaon was fully satisfied of its identity 
with the two whieh he had lately observed^ 
With this clue he recommenced his inquiry, 
and after much difficulty and delay snooted- 
ed in ascertaining, that in both instance* 
the patient had bean in frequent contact 
with a glandered horse, in the advanced 
stage of the disease, a short time before the 
commencement of the fatal affection, and 
under circumstances which clearly showed, 
bow it bad originated. To tbe account of 
the two cases above-mentioned, and of the 
circumstances connected with them, Dr. 
Elliotson has added that of a third, which 
occurred not long afterwards to Mr. Parrott 
of Claph&m, two from Mr. Trevor*’ work on 
irritation, and several others from German 
medical journals, one of whieh was written 
so long ago as 1821, so that the disease must 
be pretty well known in that country. All 
these cases agree in every essential pointy 
and it is not a litttle remarkable, that al- 
though in one of Mr. Travers* cases true 
glanders was actually produced iu an ass by 
inoculation with the matter of the patient** 
sores, he, with a singular degree of blind* 
ness, or prejudice, regarded them aa case* 
of mere irritatiou, and not of a specific dis- 
ease ; and did not appear, when he saw the 
two patian^ in St. Thomas's Hospital* to 
have the least idea that they were labouring 
under a similar affection. 

Considering the great number ofglaoder-^ 
ed and farcied horses, there can be little 
doubt that the disease in question, though 
not hitherto understood in this country, is 
not of very unfrequent occurrence, and great 
merit is due to Dr. Elliotson for having 
clearly established the fact, that the infec- 
tion of glanders is communicable to the 
human subject, a fact wbioli cannot be too 
generally known and acted upon, and the 
knowledge of which may aave many indi- 
viduals from a dreadful and destructive di*r 
ease, against which, like hydrophobia, me- 
dical science is of but little avail. 

The 13th and last paper, contains an ac- 
count of the dissection of the pelvis of the 
patient on whom the operation of tying tbe 
internal iliac artery was first performed, in 
1812. by Dr. Stevens, of Sauta Cruz, for 
aneurism of the ischiatic artery, and who 
died ten years afterwards of some thoracic 
affection. The .prepu^tion having bee* 
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Hie!/ brought to England by Dr. Stevens, 
was deposited by him in the moseum of the 
College of Surgeons, and there examined by 
Mr. Owen. The artery was found to be 
entirely obliterated for the space of an inch 
where the ligature had been applied, but to 
retain its natural diameter for half an inch 
above its division. The obturatrix artery, 
which arose from the upper part of this 
pervious portion, was, as well as the ischia- 
I tic, entirely obliterated ; but— 

“ The sacro-lateral artery was pervious, 
of the size of a crow-quill, and passed in- 
wards to the second sacral foramen, whilst 
{he i glutaeal artery of its natural size, re- 
ceived 'close to its origin, two vessels as 
large as the preceding, given off from the 
sacro-lateral artery near the third and fouTth 
sacral foramina of the left side ; the anasto - 
moses of the sacro-lateral arteries with each 
other, and the sacra-media, were large and 
tortuous.” 

The remains of the aneurismal tumour, 
about three inches and a half in length and 
two and a third in breadth,— 

** Consisted of layers of condensed cellu- 
lar membrane, and the peculiar fibrous arte- 
rial coat ; it contained a quantity of dark- 
eOloured granular, not lame Hated coagulum, 
which, when removed, showed the internal 
surface of the sac to be somewhat irregular 
and raised in small patches by th&deposition 
of soft matter/* &C. 

‘ To this statement Mr. Owen has added 
some account of two of the other four cases 
in which the internal iliac has been tied, but 
as these have been already published we 
need not notice them here. 


ON THE USE OF 

THE STETHOSCOPE 

FOR THE DETECTION OF 

TWINS IN UTERO, THE PRESEN- 
TATION, &c. &c.. 

By David C. Nagle, A.M. M.B., Trinity 
College , Dublin* 

£st quodam prodire tenus, si non datnr ultra. 

The perfection to which the stethoscope, 
bo invaluable in the bands of the observant 
and discriminating physician, as a means of 
discovering the diseases of the chest, may 
be brought in the practice of midwifery 
also, will, I trust, be conceded with less 
reluctance than heretofore, after a perusal 
of the two following casts. 


That* auscultation has been used with de- 
cided advantage for the discovery of preg- 
nancy, when all other means were foitnd 
insufficient, is a fact that will not be denied, 
except by those who, from the imperfect 
nature of their education, or from physical 
impediments, have felt it an absolute impos- 
sibility to use it with even the slightest 
beneficial result. The following case will 
prove, that by it we are supplied with the 
most satisfactory means of discovering the 
existence even of twins ; that we can, in 
most cases, determine the progress of the 
labour, and even the kind of presentation, 
without having recourse so often to the dis- 
agreeable, and frequently objectionable, 
mode of examination per vaginam. 

On the 15th instant, a female, aged about 
30, and in her first pregnancy, was admit- 
ted into the Lying-in Hospital, Dublin. The 
abdomen was, in this case, so enlarged as to 
lead to the suspicion of twins ; and on the 
next morning my attention was directed to 
the patient by one of the nurses. Having 
applied the stethoscope, with a sheet in- 
terposed between its sternal extfemity and 
the abdomen, I found a foetal heart to pul- 
sate strongly, rapidly, and rather irregularly, 
midway between Uie umbilicus and the su- 
perior anterior spinous process of the left 
ilium. By a minute examination I satisfied 
myself that the cylinder was applied imme- 
diately over the foetal heart, with the rhythm, 
of which I took particular care to make my- 
self familiar. I next directed my attention to 
the other parts of the abdomen, still hearing 
the pulsations of a foetal heart, until I came 
on a point where they were most distinctly 
audible. This greater distinctness of reso- 
nance 1 found to be nearly under the linea 
semilunaris, between the umbilicus and the 
anterior inferior spinous process of the right 
ilium. The pulsations here I immediately 
recognised to be weaker, less rapid, and less 
regular in rhythm, varying from 125 to 133 
in a minute, whilst those ou the leftside 
varied from 160 to 170. The patient, la- 
bouring under a smart bronchitis, was occa- 
sionally attacked with a severe fit of cough- 
ing, during which, the abdomen receiving 
a strong concussion, the pulsations of the 
foetal heart, on the right side, were remark- 
ably accelerated, whilst those on the left 
were scarcely at all affected. 

In order to draw a diagnosis, I compared, 
with as much accuracy as I was capable, 
the pulsations on both sides with each 
other, and then each separately with the 
impulse at the chest, and the pulsations at 
the wrist, of the mother. The diagnosis 
was, that there were twins ; and I may add, 
that auscultation induced me to predict, 
that the head of the second child would 
present. 

The announcement of this discovery was 
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received with coaaidertble interest by soft te 
whom I took to examine the caae ; and Dr. 
Collins, the highly respectable master of 
the Hospital, was so satisfied of the accu- 
racy of the diagnosis, that he declared “ he 
could no longer repose confidence in the 
stethoscope in the practice of midwifery if 
the case did not prove to be twins." The 
patient, owing to a want of action in the 
uterus, continued to suffer a tedious, and at 
times a distressing, labour, until the night 
of the 20th, when, after the use of 45 grains 
of the ergot of rye, in divided doses, which 
at first quickened, then lowered the pulse, 
and evidently soon produced some slight 
action in the uterus, she was delivered of 
twins, the Meads of both presenting, the 
delivery of the second being assisted with 
the forceps. From the nature and length 
of the woman's labour both children were 
dead ; the second exhibiting the appearance 
of having been alive a short time previous 
to birth. The placenta in this case was 
single, and had to be removed by art. 

Whether the following case will be con- 
sidered interesting or not by the readers of 
The Lancet, I will not venture an opinion, 
but I am induced to give it from a feeling, 
which I trust will ever direct me in my 
professional career, that by communicating 
to the profession whatever I find unusual, or 
likely to tend towards the advancement of 
science, I shall, pro viriii, be discharging a 
duty which 1 think the members of a liberal 
profession owe to each other. 

I was accidentally informed, on the 20th 
inst., that there was in the Lying-in Hos- 
pital, since the 16th, a patient who was not 
then delivered. Anxious to make some 
observations on the “ placentary murmur," 
as it is usually designated, 1 called to see 
the woman. She had then some smart la- 
bour pains ; was 27 years old ; married fqr 
three years, but had borne no child previous 
to her present pregnancy. Whilst prepar- 
ing for the examination I proposed, I was 
informed by the patient, that “ she was 
certain her child was dead, as she did not 
for some time feel it to stir." On the first 
application of the cylinder, 1 was enabled to 
assure her that her child was still alive. 
The phenomena first observed excited my 
curiosity, and pursuing my examination, 1 
collected the following groups of symptoms, 
which, before delivery, I carefully commit- 
ted to my note-book. Size and lorm of the 
abdomen not remarkable, as in the former 
case ; stethoscopic symptoms peculiar and 
rather obscure ; near the left hypochon- 
drium a foetal heart pulsates strongly, very 
irregularly, but very distinctly, is occasion- 
ally exceedingly intermittent, not easily dis- 
tinguishable from the pulsations at the mo- 
ther Vwriat,- which are very quick, but dis- 


tinguished with facility on comparison with 
the rhythm of the parent's heart. I found 
it to Income, on a sudden, remarkably slow 
for a short time, much more so, iifdeed, 
than the ordinary action of an adult's heart, 
bnt soon to recover, quite unexpectedly, its 
natural rapidity. Immediately above the 
anterior inferior spinous process of the right 
ilium, the foetal heart ia found to pulsate 
with rather more clearness than over any 
other part of the abdomen, except for a few 
inches in the region between the umbilicus 
aid left hypochondrium. The rhythm in 
both places very nearly corresponded, ex- 
cept when the heart on the left side,aisumed 
that singularly slow action. The heart's 
action in the right ileum was a little weaker 
and often more rapid, more Tegular than 
that on the left side, and assuming no inter- 
mission of tny consequence. 

So much was I enabled to ascertain on 
my first examination at four o'clock. I had 
to leave the Hospital, requesting one of the 
midwives “ to watch the case For me, as I 
was interested in the result for reasons I 
should afterwards explain." 

Examination was resumed et half-put 
seven o'clock on the same day. Heart's 
action heard at the same relative distance, 
but not exactly in the same parts as at four 
o'clock, that on the right side having ap- 
proached nearer to the pubes : that on the 
left nearer to the umbilicus. The heart on 
the left side not now irregular, nor in the 
slightest degree intermittent— stronger, but 
a little alower than that in the right ileum, 
where it is rapid, a little irregular in ita 
rhythm, lower in the pelvis, and rather 
weaker than when last examined. Diag- 
nosis “ I have not' the slightest doubt 
that it is a twin case , and, from the phenol- 
mens obtained by auscultation, I would b« 
strongly inclined to think that the feet or 
breech of the second child will present." 
Previously to any examination per vaginatn, 
auscultation enabled me to conclude, that 
the head of the first child was in the pelvis* 
Delivery of twins at eleven o'clock that 
night ; the first dead, but with the appear- 
ance of having been recently alive ; breech 
and feet of the second presenting ; this a 
healthy -looking child, and much larger than 
the other two placentas in this case; a smart 
haemorrhage. 

Circumstances which occurred after the 
discovery in the first cue prevented me, 
until the patient should be free from dan- 
ger, from making known what I had ascer- 
tained in this, but I recommended some of 
the pupils to wait for the result of the‘cue ; 
and immediately on the expulsion of the 
first child, 1 read for them my notes and the 
diagnosis I drew. 

In order to arrive at the conclusions I 
came to, I paid particular attention to the 
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points w4 tbs relative distances at wluch 
the fcetal hearts were, in each case, xuost 
distinctly audible ; and whenever I detect- 
ed the slightest variation in the pulsations 
at one point, I instantly removed the cylin- 
der to the other, in order to ascertain if the 
same change was observable there also. 
This must be done with the least possible 
loss of time, and with great accuracy of aus- 
cultation* When there is only a single foetus, 
the auscultntor must have observed that, 
whilst counting the pulsations of the foetal 
heart, he is frequently obliged to desist, in 
consequence of the foetus suddenly chang- 
ing its position in the uterus, except when 
the bead has descended into the pelvis. 
This change of position 1 have not observed 
to take place in case of twins; hence the 
qtility of observing the relative distances. 
The foetal circulation, in cases where there 
is but one foetus, is not, I find, so liable to 
alteration in rapidity as when there are 
twins; and to the physiologist it may ap- 
pear a curious fact, that when the pulsa- 
tions of one fcetu3 in the latter of the two 
cases I have given were accelerated., those 
qf the other would appear to have lost some- 
thing of their wonted rapidity. 

October 23, 1830. 


Om the " PYRAMID,” and “ PERE 
LA CHAISE.** 

By Thomas Willson, Esq., Architect, 

The General Cemetery question having 
now permanently engaged the public atten- 
tion, it is desirable to consider it delibe- 
rately, and without prejudice ; it is there- 
fore requisite to trace its origin, and mi- 
nutely examine the merits of the plans. 

One of them is the design of au archi- 
tect, the other is a proposition originating 
with a gentleman at the bar. The first of 
these plans was submitted to government in 
the year 18 2T, and was duly laid before 
the late King as weU as his present Majes- 
ty. The novelty of a Mausoleum, upon a 
scale that contemplated interment of the 
millions, at once attracted the attention of 
the public journals, and as is usual with first 
impressions, met with sarcasm and wit, ra- 
ther than examination. The notice of the 
press obtained fox it the attention of men 
of science, and it was pronounced “ one of 
the noblest conceptions of the age.” The 
encouragement given to it by this class in- 
duced the architect to examine his project 
more attentively, and with a view to its 
practicability, to consider how far it could 
be simplified, and reduced, without preju- 
dicing its grand feature, to a principle of 
economy, so that in every point of view it 
might he desirable for the adoption of the 


public. The result of these faqumu, firm 
the minutest calculations, exhibits upon the 
whole an extraordinary saving, in the coarse 
of one century, of several millions sterling ! 
Hence the busy speculators of the day were 
induced to make inquiry for the Star of the 
West, which was to direct them to reap n 
rich harvest of interest upon invested capi* 
tal. Under this influence, the barrister al* 
luded to made his first visit at the Pyramid 
Office in May, 1829 ; his proffered friend- 
ship and alliance to the project were received 
with the utmost cordiality, and the most 
perfect union of interests was entered into* 
cemented by professions of honour and 
implied mutuality of good faith, insomuch 
that reciprocity of interests, as well as tha 
assurance of devotedness, opened the heart 
to the most perfect friendship and unreserv- 
ed communication. Profiting by this, tha 
learned gentleman, glowing in the ardour of 
unbounded ambition, and having recourse 
to the portfolio of his friend, possessed 
himself of the Pyramid, in detail, and liked 
it so well, that he borrowed the original be- 
fore it was signed, and without permission, 
or further ado, took the said plans homo 
with him, and exhibited them to his per* 
;sonal acquaintance as “ a project of his own 
invention;** kept these plans for several 
months in spite of all remonstrance and ex-* 
postulation, notwithstanding he had pledged 
bis word to return them the following day^ 
and finally, to crown all, this most honour- 
able gentleman endeavoured to concoct the 
celebrated Pyramid Society at Paris, the 
plagiary of which the read projector was 
under the necessity of exposiBg in the En- 
glish newspapers ; he, however^ could fora* 
no conception that this bold and foul attempt 
was the work of his confidential friend ; and 
still confiding in the worthy gentleman*s in- 
tegrity and honour, they laughed over the 
Parisian levity with the utmost good hu- 
mour and surprise ! The projector, how- 
ever, felt it his duty to publish “ The* 
Pyramid Prospectus,’* and this furnished 
the public with the real name of the archi* 
tect, which proved no joke to his honour- 
able friend, who now began to entertain a 
very different view of it, and P&re la Chaise 
became his hobby, and his hobby he is de- 
termined to ride, “ come what come may,** 
and thus determined, resolved he would 
sink the Pyramid at a blow ; and such a. 
blow as is rarely, it is to be hoped, to be 
found in the history of such friendships ! 
He proposed, as the last act pf kindness 
to bis uususpicious friend, that he should 
transfer the whole force of his support to 
bis (the honourable gentleman’s) cham- 
bers, that he might advocate the cause, and 
teach the assembled party the value of The 
Pyramid which now began to be talked of 
to his confusion. So that with one pesti- 
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lefttnA hmtJu tad by tbe single word** 

impracticable — he might at length damn 
“ the work of genius/’ and the midnight 
labour of years, with one withering blast ! 
I' hat he did so attempt wha will endeavour 
to deny !—( Vide the Pere la Chaise Pro- 
spectus.) 

The above proceeding was, doubtless, 
enough to astound the boldest projector, who 
now writhing under his wound, and dis- 
gusted with the world’s deceit, nearly sunk 
into a state of fatal stupor. He, how- 
ever, rose above the shock, looked upon its 
depravity with pity rather than contempt, 
but for security-sake requested permission 
to deposit his plans of the Pyramid' in his 
Majesty's Office bf Works ; and we shall 
now abow haw graciously they hare been 
received by the .Surveyor- General, who was 
pleased to send the following acknowledg- 
ment, with his unbiassed judgment, which 
will speak for itself : — 

“ Office of Works, 14 April, 1830, 

“ Sib,— I have to acknowledge, with 
many thanks, the receipt of your obliging 
letter, with the accompanying plans of your 
very valuable and scientific design for a 
general metropolitan cemetery, which does 
great credit to your professional talents, and 
with my best wishes for your success in 
your great and arduous undertaking, 

“ 1 have the honour to be, Sir, 

<( Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) “ B. C- Stephenson. 

€t To Thomas Willson, Esq. 

&C. &c. &C.” 

The foregoing letter, with several others 
of the same encouraging nature from some 
of the most eminent scientific individuals in 
the kingdom, which admit ** that the Pyra- 
mid has the exclusive property of creating 
hundreds of aeres out of a void space, and 
that no other plan can be invented with 
the like advantages, that it is also the most 
complete and comprehensive for the pur- 
pose required, and that no other plan can 
compete With it for its numerous and origi- 
nal qualities— that, iu fine, it is the only one 
commensurate with the end proposed,” Ate. 
These testimonials had the good effect of 
cheering up the spirits of the projector, and 
emboldened him to meet his honourable 
friend in the field of argument. He ad- 
dressed him publicly at the meeting at 
Freemasons’ Tavern, in condemnation of 
servilely copying the French, in the Pere la 
Chaise scheme, and without deigning to 
think of his treacherous wound (fearing to 
injure a good cause), he checked every 
emotion of his aggrieved soul, and even 
offered, his support for the general benefit — 
he morever purchased five shares, in order 
to qualify himself to be a member of the 
committee — and, how hoahebeen treated for 
bis liberality and public spirit! 


It is only a few days ago that the honour- 
able gentleman (still smiling in tbe confi- 
dence of his proffered friendship) called at 
the Pyramid Office, and made the extraor- 
dinary proposal of a bribe to the projector, 
“ if he would only descend further to qua- 
lify himself for tbe committee, by renounc- 
ing his Pyramid, and give the pledge of his 
word to support the vanity of the Pere la 
Chaise hobby, through thick and thin, to 
the exclusion of every other plan, he would 
then confer office upon him, and have him 
on his committee forthwith ; for (continued 
he) as long as your Pyramid is before tbe 
public, it distracts eur hopes, retards our pro- 
gress, and prevents our receiving subscrip- 
tions, (which are of the utmost consequence 
to the honourable treasurer !) Write me, I 
beseech you, that you consent to my pro- 
posal, and you shall have my friendship for 
ever — adieu.” He instantly disappeared, 
like tbe bursting of a bubble ! Adieu ! aye, 
for ever; his friendship! what an inaolt! 
further qualification! a bribe too for dis« 
honour ! Surely as the projector has been 
duped of his aepoait (121. 10s.), he has 
’ doubly a right to demand restitution. Thesu 
were the natural feelings of the insulted 
author of the Pyramid ; and he appeals with 
confidence to an enlightened public to ex- 
amine well the plan of the General Ceme- 
tery which they are about to adopt, befort 
they venture upon sutacriptions that may 
otherwise be applied contrary to theiy 
wishes, without regard to their true inte-» 
rests, aud derogatory to tbe honour of tbe 
country. 

From this statement the public will bo 
assisted to form a correct judgment of the 
kind of man they have to deal with in tho 
projecting barrister, who bus travelled ou$ 
of his record to obtain emoluments and 
fame. He is deliberately accused of dupli- 
city and meanness, of cajoling and deceit * 
he has betrayed confidence, and under tho 
mask of friendship deprived a deserving and 
laborious individual of all that he had ever 
hoped to enjoy, as the reward of talents de«- 
voted to the public, it remains to be seen 
whether that public will allow itself to bo 
duped by pretensions, unsupported by o 
single claim to its patronage, — whether ib 
will he satisfied with a Pere la Chaise — o 
servile imiiation of what requires no inge-> 
nuity to carry it into effect, which is a mere- 
temporary expedient to meet a necessity 
which accumulates with every succeeding 
generation, and which is designed to super- 
sede a great national undertaking, which 
combines within itself a novel and permanent 
monument of metropolitan wealth and mag-, 
nificence, commensurate with the growing 
demauds of a dense aud increasing popula- 
tion. Must the Pyramid sink to prepare tho 
way for a scheme without .genius, and a pr<K 
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jector without veracity 1 who has forfeited 
every claim to confidence by a dishonourable 
breach of unsought aod proffered friendship 
to him whom he first betrayed and then in- 
sulted ? These are grave accusations : the 
worst part of them is that they are true, and 
cannot be controverted by the miserable de- 
linquent they thus publicly and fearlessly 
denounce. 


CLINICAL LECTURES 

DELIVERED AT 

'St, Bartholomew's Hospital, 

BY MR. LAWRENCE, 
Friday, Nov. 5, 1830. 

PHLEGMONOUS ERYSIPELAS. 

Gentlemen,— The severe case of phleg- 
monous erysipelas in Darker’s Ward, to 
which 1 directed your attention at the last 
lecture, has since terminated fatally. I 
regret much that I cannot give !you any ac- 
count of the morbid appearances which the 
disease may have produced, in consequence 
of the examination of the body having been 
prevented by the friends of the deceased. 
The case was altogether one of unusual se- 
verity, and it would have been interesting 
to ascertain the state of the internal organs, 
whether they were sound, or whether there 
existed in them any morbid condition which 
might have given rise to a new state of the 
general system, and might, in some degree, 
have explained the occurrence, and the se- 
rious extent of the local disease. The na- 
ture of the case was moreover interesting, 
both in a pathological and practical point of 
view ; pathological, since it afforded us as 
severe an example as I have ever witnessed 
of inflammation and mortification of the cel- 
lular tissue of the upper arm to at least two- 
thirds of its extent, and which, had the pa- 
tient lived some time longer, would have in- 
duced sloughing of the integuments to a 
corresponding degree; practical, since it 
afforded a salutary caution with respect to 
the necessity of treating this disease effici- 
ently from the first ; and it shows also the 
danger that arises from inappropriate or in- 
adequate treatment. In this patient, from 
the first, the disease must have been severe, 
yet the necessary treatment was not adopt- 
ed, and he was six days in the Fever Hospi- 
tal before I saw him. 

When I mentioned, on the preceding 
evening, the mode of treating this disease 
by incisions, I did not mean that they should 
be limited in their application to that period 
in which suppuration and mortification have 
already taken place. On the a contrary, they 
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•re of the utmost utility in a far earlier 
stage, for they prevent the occurrence of the 
suppuration and mortification oif the cellular 
membrane, which would otherwise super- 
vene. When these have occurred, this 
treatment is above alt others the best cal- 
culated to limit the further progress of the 
disease, and to relieve the congestion and 
tension of the inflamed parts. From the in- 
cisions in the present instance, the patient 
derived all the relief which could have been 
expected ; the pain was diminished, and the 
general irritation lessened, but the disease 
had proceeded too far before they were per* 
formed. 


SIMPLE ERYSIPELAS, VOLLOW1D BY 
METASTASIS. 

The patient Robinson, in Faith’s Ward, 
also requires notice this evening. Since the 
last lecture she went on fairly enough, as 
regards the inflammation, till to-day. A blis- 
ter was applied above the inflamed parts, 
with a view to prevent its spreading to- 
wards the body, and this seemed to produce 
the desired effect. Subsequently, however, 
the inflammation has extended a little above 
the blister, but it soon stopped, and did not 
reach the groin. To-day the case has again 
become alarming, but from a different cause, 
from the sudden supervention of serious in- 
ternal disease on the cessation of the exter- 
nal affection, or that which is technically, 
called “ metastasis.” You will remember, 
that for the erysipelas she had been treated 
with considerable activity ; in consequence 
of this depletion, the local inflammation has 
abated. She complained much of debility 
and exhaustion, and I ordered her the sub- 
carbonate of ammonia and camphor mixture. 
Early to-day she complained of extreme 
pain in the chest, in the abdomen, and in 
the back, and her breathing became very 
much oppressed. She appeared in great 
distress, and in such general pain, that she 
could not precisely indicate the parts which 
were most affected ; so that when I desired 
her to inspire deeply, she referred the pain 
which it created to her back. Her pulse 
was excessively rapid, and very feeble ; her 
tongue inclined to be dry. Under all the 
circumstances, there is no doubt but that 
she has been seized with a violent pulmo- 
nary attack. As to the treatment, depletion 
has already been carried so far during the 
progress of the erysipelas, and she has been 
so enfeebled by the duration of that affec- 
tion, that very active treatment cannot be 
instituted at present. I have directed 
twenty -four leeches to be applied to the 
chest, and a mixture containing tartar 
emetic to be taken occasionally, but I fear 
there is but little chance of a desirable ter- 
; munition of the disease. 
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When yon look, Gentlemen, to the cata- 
logues of nosologists, nod eee the rut num- 
ber of diseases they enumerate, the study 
' of medicine appears of a most complicated 
nature ; indeed it seems almost endless. 
Seuvagfep, for Instance, has no fewer than 
one thousand three hundred gentrm of dis- 
eases* Now if you were to suppose that 
for each of these subdivisions a separate 
and distinct mode of practioe were neces* 
sary, you might think the task an endless 
one, as I before observed; hut when we 
examine into them practically, when we in- 
vestigate the causes which have given rise 
to them, and the mode in which these 
causes operate, the matter is reduced to a 
much more simple bearing. Thus, though 
the forms of disease are very varied and 
greatly modified, yet the causes are com- 
paratively few ; they may act on the se- 
veral divisions of the alimentary canal, 
or an the head, or on the circulation 
generally. Inflammation thus sccordiog to 
the organ it attacks, and many other cir- 
cumstances, may assume various forms; 
yet, when we. trace it back to its causes, 
we find that if they do not amount 
to absolute identity, yet they are in the 
closest degree alike. In this way bad habits 
and intemperate diet are known to operate 
ns predisposing causes of disease, to pro- 
duce an unusual state of the circulation, 
which may show itself in the end by inflam- 
mations in the thoracic viscera, the liver, 
the joints, in the form of gout, and nume- 
rous other modifications, and according to 
the constitution of the patient, apparently | 
differing in nature, but in reality with re- 
spect to their causes. 

Subcutaneous cellular effusion. Gentle-, 
men, is one of the farms of disease origi- 
nating in a disturbed state of the circulation, 
which irregular habits very frequently occa- 
sion, and an example of which we have 
now under consideration in a man named 
Simpson, about 30 years of age, on whose 
hoard “ anasarca” is marked, and who was 
admitted on the 18th of October. In patients 
of thirty. Gentlemen, you usually do not 
expect to find anasarca as a symptom of 
general debility; but, on the contrary, the 
pulse will he usually firm, and the several 
symptoms indicative of a condition evident- 
ly depending on increased arterial action, 
and which is readily understood where irre- 
gular habits are acknowledged by tlie pa- 
tient. This man, for instance, was a last 
and boot-maker, his employments were 
sedentary, kept him within doors, and, as 
is not unusual with persona of bis class, he 
indulged himself in spirituous liquors, on 
the hypothesis, that the more strong drink 
he consumed, the more his strength should 
increase. He was very systematic, more 


V* 

orn, in his mode of driating, in which, by 
the way, he did not consider himself guilty 
of sny excess ; he had three pints of porter 
daily, in divided doses, half a pint in the 
morning, a pint at dinner, half a pint in the 
afternoon, and a pint at supper. I observed 
to him, “ You take this quantity regularly V* 
“ Oh yes, sir,” he replied, “ I keeps very 
regularly to my times.** Indeed he seemed 
to make a great merit of hia systematic ha- 
bits. ( Laughter .) He took besides, he in- 
formed me, a smell quantity of strongor 
materials now and then, a glass of gin and 
water occasionally, perhaps shout seven 
glasses a week ; and as he latterly felt him- 
self getting weak, why to make himself 
stronger, he took an odd glass of wine. 
When I inquired as to his consumption of 
solids, he allowed, that except on extraor- 
dinary occasions, he seldom ate meat more 
than four times a day. 

When you consider all this. Gentlemen, 
it will not appear very strange that a person 
of such habits should be liame to disease ; 
accordingly he has been affected with rheu- 
matism once before, about a year since, in 
this hospital. On the present occasion, 
about a fortnight since, he noticed his ancles 
tumid, the scrotum then became swollen ; 
lastly, hia face, and the subcutaneous cellu- 
lar membrane generally, and for these symp- 
toms he has been admitted now. I found 
the pulse full and strong, which facts, coupled 
with his previous mode of living, denoted 
the necessity of antiphlogistic treatment ; he 
waa accordingly bled to twelve ounces. I 
ordered him also active aperient medicines. 
On the first occasion, only four ounces of 
blood could be extracted from the arm, and 
he waa cupped to 16 ounces. On the Slat 
October be was hied to 14 ounces, and the 
blood exhibited decidedly inflammatory 
characters. On the 25th, I directed him 
2 grs. calomel, with a little opium every 
eighth hour, considering that depletion had 
already been carried far enough, and that 
the influence of the mercury would be suf- 
ficient to arrest auy further inflammatory 
action, and at the same time to promote the 
absorption of the effused fluid. Under this, 
treatment he rapidly improved, and, as far 
aa the anasarca is concerned, may now be 
considered well. 

A short time since I had a somewhat si- , 
milar example of this affection in private 
practice, in the case of a gentleman about 
sixty years of age, of rather corpulent form ; 
bis aspect was full, and his face red. He 
was a gentleman who had recently retired 
from business, and was rather of free habits; 
his pulse was moreover full and strong, and 
when I saw him, hia respiration waa consi- 
derably accelerated by the exertion of com- 
ing to obtain my advice. I told him I should 
recommend the abstraction of blood* he 
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sfeemed greatly surprised, “ Blood, sir* useless treatment, it repeatedly happens, 
said he, “ why I feel Very weak.” “I that the inflammation proceeds unabated, or 
bleed you, sir,” I rejoined, “in order to even becomes aggravated. In my long ex- 
ibcrease your strength.” “ Why, sir/* he perience, I have always observed the bene- 
Said, “ my medical attendant has directed fils attending active treatment in the early 
xjtie to take strengthening things ; but what stages, and I hare never known any 6vil to 
appears to me strange is, that the more result from the depletory plan. I have no. 
Wine and spirits I drink, the weaker I be- hesitation in saying, that if ineffective treat- > 
come.*’ I told the gentleman I did not wish ment had been continued in this case,' the 
him to believe me, if lie preferred to obey inflammation might have proceeded to the . 
the directions of any other practitioner; irreparable destruction of vision, 
however, lie eventually put himself under In the same ward. Gentlemen, there is a , 
ifty care. I had him bled, gave him nitre woman named Thomson, about 37 years of, 
and cream of tartar, with a little of the uge, affected With chronic inflammation of, 
Compound spirit of juniper ; and as it is ne- the conjunctiva ; her eyelids are also red; . 
cessary to sacrifice a little to the habits of her nose, by the bye, is of the same com- , 
suck persons, 1 allowed him a pint of por- plexion. On admission on the 1st October* 
ter every day. He returned to see toe in a the affection did not appear very serious, . 
Week; the blood had been sizy; he- had and no very active medicines were pre- . 
dbeyedmy directions; the Berous effusion scribed. On the 6th, however, 2 4 leeches 
was removed from the legs, and in the were applied ; on the 11th, she was cupped, 
course of a few daVS he was effectually re- to 16 ounces. The symptoms were still not t 
liered from all troublesome symptoms. at all diminished; and on further examina-. 

• - ■ - tion of the eyes, there appeared something 

orHfrHALBtic inflammations. like sclerotic inflammation, with some mi- 

Tbere are two or three cases of inflamma- nute ulcers on the conjunctiva ; the eyelids, 
tion affecting the various tissues of the eye too, were redder at their margins than they 
Which demand our notice at present. The were before observed. She was cupped 
first I will mention, is that of Sarah Dickson, again to 16 ounces; on the 13th she was. 
ift “ Faith,” ®tat. 26, who was admitted on leeched, and again on the 15th ; on the 18th. 
the 22nd October, with inflammation of the leeches were again directed, but at her own. 
external tanicS of the left eye, and you will request cupping was substituted, as she stated k 
see on her board & query affixed as to the she felt herself muph more relieved by the, 
existence of “ iritis ” also. The eye, she use of this evacuation. This, Gentlemen^ 
said, became flrst painful on the 16th Octo* may appear very large depletion, Dut itw.as. 
ber; she went to a medical person for ad- strictly proportioned to the. necessities of 
yice, and had a lotion, which produced no the disease, and the patient’s own sense .of 
relief. When admitted, there was evident the benefits it conferred. She was accord- 
inflammation both of the conjunctiva and in gly in the end entirely relieved. ? 

sclerotic ; there was a great deal of general In the same ward there is another patient, 
disturbance, heat, feverishness, and head- Mary Jones, aged 1$» affected with stru- 
ach ; her reart was also disturbed by deep- mous ophthalmia and nebulous opacities of , 
seated pain in the eye. From this circum- the cornea; she had suffered repeated at- , 
stance I was led to suspect internal inflam- tacks of inflammation Qf the eye/which had, 
matron; moreover lief vision was dim, and induced the nebulous opacities occupying, 
on comparing both the irides, a manifest the central cornea. It is the nature of stru* 
difference of colour could be perceived, mous affections, Gentlemen, to recur fre-. 
Though the disease Was but recent, yet the quently, though apparently removed, and, in 
violent nature of the symptoms was well- the present instance, the attack was rather, 
marked, and in order to arrest the progress severe ; she suffered great intolerance of v 
of an affection, which was serious as far as light ; there was considerable external red-, 
regarded the external parts, and suspicious ness of the conjunctive, and fasciculi of 
as to the internal structures of the eye, I congested vessels were seen running over 
directed a pint of blood to be removed by the cornea, and terminating in the opacities 
cupping from the temple of the affected which former inflammations had produced, 
side. This evacuation Was performed on Great intolerance of light I consider to be 
the 22d October, and by the 25th she was one of the most striking characteristics of 
completely well. the strumous inflammation. In this instance,. 

1 must' here observe, that in inflamma- although the patient was quite willing to 
tory affections of the eye, it is essentially open the eye and submit it to the trial, she. 
necessary to use vigorous and effective mea- could not bear the light for an instant. It. 
sures from the commencement ; you should is a very common doctrine, that scrofulous, 
not be content with the application of four affections are diseases of debility, and that 
or six leeches, and cooling washes, and then in their treatment, the ooject should conae-, 
thiafc the case Will do well. Under such quently be not to depress, out to strengthen. 
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Certainly there are not a few Mat of strn- 
mous ophthalmia, which, to a certain extent, 
sustain this opinion: for example, in the 
children of the poor, who are continually 
exposed to the depressing causes of insuf- 
ficient or noxious food, and the want of ne- 
cessary clothing $ hot, on the other hand, 
there are many instances of the disease in 
which, at the seme time, the causes are dif- 
ferent, and an opposite treatment must be 
observed. 

In the present case, besides the ophthal- 
mic affection, it appeared that the menses 
had been abaent for three months ; this 
circumstance, coupled with a rather promi- 
nent, respectable state of the abdomen, in- ] 
duced me to inquire whether there might 
not be some natural cause or other to ac- 
oount for the suppression. The sister also 
assisted in the investigation, but it turned 
out that the suspicions were erroneous ; the 
suppression, nevertheless, was concerned in 
die support of the ophthalmic disease, and 
it accordingly received its share of atten- 
tion. On the 23rd she was bled ; on the 
24th, twelve leeches were applisd, with fo- 
mentations, and she was placed on milk 
diet. On the 27th, twelve leeches were 
again applied, and she was directed to rub 
in the tartar emetic ointment behind the 
ears and the back of the neck. To this 
point I wish to direct your particnlar atten- 
tion. In the treatment of scrofulous inflam- 
mations, you will often find the counter- 
irritant practice of special service. In the 
natural course of these diseases, you find 
that, on the retrocesBion of one inflamma- 
tion, another appears ; that, when a second 
part becomes affected, the first is relieved. 
The mode of operation by counter-irritation, 
is thus sufficiently explained. 

Besides the' above treatment, this patient 
has been repeatedly leeched, and subse- 
quently twice cupped ; she has also used 
active aperient medicines. These means 
have been followed by the return of the 
menstrual discharge, soon after which the 
pain and redness of the eyes gradually 
abated, and she may now be considered 
quite well. You here see that the suppres- 
sion of the menstrual secretion was connect- 
ed with the ophthalmic disease. 

VltACTURBD PATELLA. 

In Rahere, Gentlemen, there is a patient 
about fifty years of age, admitted on the 
15th of October with a fractured patella. 
I merely mention the case, in order to point 
out that, in many instances of fractures, 
simple attention to position will accomplish 
the desired object, without the necessity of 
employing bandages, or any other mechani- 
cal apparatus. In this example the knee 
was kept perfectly straight, and the thigh 
bent opus the pofrit $ and thus the munie*, 


wfaish aet on the patella, were eomplMety 
relaxed, and the broken part* of the bone so 
closely approximated, that the tip of tho 
fore-finger could not be insinuated into tho 
separation. Indeed they could not be brought 
nearer by the bands, consequently bandage* 
were useless. In such a ease it would bw 
extremely difficult to apply a bandage mi 
tightly, that it would bring the f t Mi med 
parts together, without slipping over their 
ends, and thus defeating the abject it wan 
applied to promote. In this man, as them 
was a slight tendency to inflammation of the 
surrounding soft parts, leeches and cupping* 
glasses were applied to the knee, and • 
saturnine lotion was also employed. 

W bile mentioning this cate, 1 may remind 
you that fractures of the patella* in a gra nd 
majority of cases, take place as the result of 
muscular action ; I do not mean to say that 
this force directly drags the patella in two, 
but the fracture takes place in oonaequenew 
of a person slipping forward. Bind the instant 
occurrence of a violent involuntary effort of 
the extensor muscles of the thigh towards 
replacing the body in the erect position ; 
the patella is thus dragged over the anterior 
surface of the femur, and [snapped across, a* 
a stick would be broken over the edge of 
this table : the bone thus yields to a kind of 
pulley action, and the patient falls to the 
ground in consequence of the fraGtuTe of the* 
patella ; it is not that the patella has been 
broken by the fall. 

In the same ward there are souse other 
cases which illustrate reunion, part of thw 
treatment of fracture, by mere attention ter 
position, without the use of splints. 

FRACTimi or THB tlO. 

A patient was admitted with compound’ 
fracture on the 2?th of October ; he is a 
man about twenty-eight years old : he fell 
from a scaffold at a moderate height, and a 
fracture took place without any great vio* 
lence. There was a simple fracture of thw 
fibula, and compound fracture of the tibia, and 
the bone protruded through a wound about 
half an inch in length ; the protruded end 
was replaced, and as the external opening 
was so small, I was induced to try to heal 
it at once, and thus convert the compound 
into a simple fracture* The limb was placed 
in a fracture-box, two sides and the end of 
which are moveuble, and lined with soft 
cushions ; and thus the limb was readily 
placed in the desired position, and re- 
tained there with the necessary degree of 
force, and without inconvenience. A bit of 
lint dipped in blood was placed on the 
wound, and it was left thus for a few days* 1 
when the wound became red and inflamed. 
In accordance with the suggestion of Mr. 
Wood, the intelligent house-surgeon, I 
cauted ion to bn applied to the irritated 
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parts, a practice which he had known to he 
employed with benefit in the hospitals at 
Berlin. In compound fractures, it is from 
the state of the soft parts, from the effects 
of inflammation in them, that danger is 
usually to be apprehended ; if therefore we 
can prevent its occurrence, we Shall do 
much to secure a favourable termination 
even in the worst cases ; and I think that 
the ice-plan may he adopted with great ad- 
vantage even in cases of simple fracture. 
In this case it was applied two days, and 
completely with the desired effect ; the in- 
flammation has entirely abated, the slight 
swelling which had arisen has disappeared, 
and the limb is now of its natural size. 
There is now no reason to apprehend an un- 
favourable turn in the progress of this case. 

syphilis. 

Mr. Lawrence next made a few remarks 
on the case of a young woman who had been 
admitted on the 21st of October with a 
Syphilitic affection of rather formidable ap- 
pearance, consisting of sloughy phagedenic 
tores at the entrance of the vagina 5 her 
habit of living had been full, and her dis- 
ease was communicated by a waiter in the 
same tavern, and was not the Tesult of pro- 
miscuous prostitution ; her pulse was quick 
and foil, tongue white, and there was much 
constitutional disturbance. 

If you could lay aside the idea of a spe- 
cific affection in this case, said Mr. Law- 
rence, and consider that you had to treat 
three considerable and highly-inflamed 
ulcers, it is pretty clear that mercury is 
not the remedy you would employ. I there- 
fore directed her to be bled to sixteen ounces, 
and to have four grains of calomel and 
twenty of jalap ; the blood was, as I ex- 
pected, of an inflammatory character, cup- 
ped and buffed ; poultices were applied to 
the inflamed parts. This treatment was 
persevered in, and to-day, the 5th of No- 
vember, Guy Fawkes’ day, all her symp- 
toms are abated, and she is nearly well. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 
CLINICAL LECTURE 

DELIVERED BY 

Dr, ELLIOTSON, 

Nov. 1, 1830. 

r I am sorry, Gentlemen, that I was pre- 
vented having the pleasure of meeting you 
on Monday last. I was sent for- to a con- 
siderable distance from town during the 
preceding Saturday night, and was unable 
to return before Monday morning, when I 


was too much fatigued for business, and wafl 
compelled to retire to rest. Had I met you 
on Monday, I should have stated that only 
three patients were admitted on Thursday 
the 21st, all of whom were femalea; one of 
these was a case of continued fever, one a 
case of apoplexy, and one a case of rheuma- 
tism. I should also have had to state, that 
this week also no patients had died in my 
wards, consequently I could have shown you 
no specimens of morbid anatomy. 

On Thursday last, the 28th, there were 
admitted among the women a case of as- 
cites and diseased liver, a case of convul- 
sions occurring in a female who had lately 
lain in, apparently from haemorrhage (the 
case might be called one of haemorrhagic 
puerperal convulsions), a case of fever, and 
a case of rheumatism. Among the men was 
a case of inflammation of the spine, which 
might have been mistaken for rheumatism j 
two cases of rheumatism, and what is very 
singular, from its admission iust at this mo- 
ment, a case illustrative of tne ill effects re- 
sulting from excessive loss of blood, for it is 
similar at Jeast in its causes to that of the 
woman. With respect to the presentations 
among those who had been admitted since 
the commencement of the month, I may 
mention that, of female patients, there has 
gone out the case of hysteria, the two cases 
of peritonitis, and the case of apparent tu- 
mour in the abdomen. Among the men— 
the case of rheumatism of the chest, of 
which 1 spoke in my last, and the two cases 
of fever. These cases of fever were ex- 
ceedingly slight, as are moat of those which 
are admitted into the hospital ; they required 
nothing more than local bleeding from the 
head ; the pit of the stomach, and other 
parts of the abdomen ; tepid ablution, a 
moderate exhibition of aperients, and an 
equally moderate exhibition of mercury, 
though some cases of this kind would pro- 
bably do nearly as well without mercury. 
The case of hysteria was successfully treat- 
ed by bleeding (for it was characterised by 
great pain of the head and loins) and mer- 
cury. I mentioned that there was a case 
apparently of tumour of the abdomen. In 
this instance I felt a moveable hard tumour 
upon the right side of the umbilicus; in 
other respects the woman .appeared to he in 
perfect health; by purging her an immense 
quantity of hard faeces was brought away, 
and on my second visit I could discover no 
enlargement, so that the tumour consisted 
of nothing but a collection of hardened 
faeces ; some degree of pain was afterwards 
complained of, but that subsequently dis- 
appeared, or, at any rate, she thought pro- 
per to complain of it no longer, after leeches 
and a blister had been applied. The tumour 
appeared to have arisen merely from having 
permitted the bowels to get into a costiye 
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•tote. This shows the necessity of a careful i 
investigation before fonniog an opinion on 
any case, for the present might at first really I 
have appeared to be a disease of consider- 1 
able danger : by the removal of the faeces, 
however, the case was fully cleared up. The 
two cases of peritonitis which I mentioned 
as having been presented, were cured by 
general and local bleeding, mercury, and 
low diet. 

ILL-EFFECTS ARISING FROM EXCESSIVE LOSS 
OP BLOOD. 

- The cases which I purpose to introduce 
to your notice this morning, are those of the 
man and the woman who appeared to be la- 
bouring under the. ill effects of excessive loss 
of blood. The case of the man was this 

Abraham Dick, aetat. 39, a bargeman, was 
copped at the back of the neck, and between 
the shoulders, on the 21st of last month, in 
consequence of violent pains of the bead, 
and epistaxis, experienced during the pre- 
ceding fortnight. He experienced great re- 
lief from the bleeding. During a fit of 
vomiting, which came on the day after the 
cupping had been performed, the :scarifica- 
tions began to bleed afresh in spite of every 
effort to stop the haemorrhage, and a very 
large quantity of blood was lost. In con- 
sequence of this be was brought to the hos- 
pital on the 26th. There can be no ques- 
tion about the propriety of the cupping ; 
for, at the time of the operation, he had 
vertigo, drowsiness, and violent pain of the 
bead, and all these symptoms the cupping 
relieved it was therefore to the subsequent 
haemorrhage the mischief is to be ascribed. 
It appeared that, besides the original affec- 
tion, he had been subject to fits of vomit- 
ing, and likewise to a slight cough, but par- 
ticularly to vomiting, which, most likely, 
depended on the state of the head. The 
vomiting, however, after bleeding, got ^orse; 
every- thing he took was rejected from the 
stomach, and the act of throwing up its con- 
tents was attended with considerable pain. 
The appearance of his countenance corre- 
sponded with the effect usually produced 
by loss of blood ; he was of a pale straw 
colour ; be complained of great debility, and 
of inability to stand or Walk ; his pulse was 
low and. feeble, and he complained of great 
thirst, a circumstance which is common, 
when there has been any great loss of the 
fluids, either by sweating, purging, great 
flow of urine, or bloodletting. He had now 
no pain of the head, but on sitting up, or 
moving about, there was giddiness; this, 
however, passed off the moment he lay 
down; he was subject also to chilliness, 
and sometimes almost fainted ; he was. like- 
wise restless and anxious, and when I first 
saw him his hands were tremulous. On 
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feeling his pulse, first while he wt* 
ing, and aftewards when sitting up, I 
that there was a considerable differenc* 
the moment he sat up it became weak 
irregular, but as sopn as he again lay do 
it became more full and regular. I repea 
this experiment, and obtained the tame r 
suit, but on a third trial the change was nt 
observable. 

He came into the hospital after I bad made 
my visit on the evening of October 26, and 
was then very properly ordered laudanum 
and good nourishment. He took thirty 
minims of tincture of opium, and was order- 
ed two pints of beef-tea, and two of milk. 
The case was not one of great intensity, but 
was decidedly one in which the ill-effects 
arose from the loss of blood. He was like- 
wise ordered iron, in the form of the sub- 
carbonate ; certainly one of the best agents 
in restoring the system when an abundance 
of blood bis been lost. It will not, how- 
ever, act quickly, so that if you want to 
obtain an immediate effect, tills would not 
be the proper remedy to adopt. As in the 
present case, however, there was no imme- 
diate urgency, it was very proper to admi- 
nister the iron, any immediate benefit being 
rather intended to be'derived from the opium* 
At the time of his admission the scarifica- 
tions were bleeding, but the flow was arrest- 
ed by pressure. 

On the 27th it was found that he still vo- 
mited, that all bis- food was rejected, and 
that he had great pain in the scrobiculus 
cordis at the moment of vomiting, though at 
no other time. The pulse was said to be 
88 and full, and there was thirst. At night 
he appeared to revive. 

At four o'clock the next morning, the 
28th, he coughed, and the haemorrhage was 
renewed to such a degree, that it became 
necessary to call the dresser, who again 
stopped the bleeding by pressure. At noon, 
the vomiting being no better, balf a grain of 
opium was prescribed in substance, in room 
of the tincture, which had been rejected by 
the stomach. The same quantity of solid 
opium was ordered to be given every four 
hours. By the first dose the vomiting was 
in some measure checked, and the opium 
was no longer rejected. He slept during 
that night, snd it appeared on the following 
day that he bad vomited only four times 
during the twenty-four hours, and that then 
the vomiting was only produced on coughing 
or taking food, a circumstance which is very 
common where persons have been suhjeetto 
severe vomiting. There was less pain too, 
on these occasions, and less tenderness in 
the epigastric region. It appeared, there- 
fore, that there was rather a morbid irrita- 
bility than un inflammatory condition of the 
stomach. . He still complained of giddiness, 
but his headask was now slight j his pulse 
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.ton, wd rstker gkarp, kid his heads 
jlltremulons. 

*' the 29th he had slept better, and had 

\ed only once, thus evincing the pro- 
\y of the treatment. If the vomiting 
* been supposod to arise from an inflam- 
\ory condition, and there had been con- 
’ierable and constant tenderness on pres- 
are ; leeches would have been indicated, 
'»ut the application of these would only have 
made him worse, whereas the adminis- 
tration of opium relieved him, as regarded 
the vomiting. On the 28th, as he com- 
plained of want of sleep, I substituted a full 
dose for the smaller ones, giving him three 
gTaius at once at bed-time, and I allowed 
him four ounces of wine in the twenty-four 
hours. A clyster was required on the 29tb. 

I found that he had vomited but once, had 
slept better, and felt stronger. The three 
grains of opium, the wine, strong beef-tea, 
milk, and iron, were ordered to be continued 
daily. 

On the 80th the report is, that be had 
been rather restless, and complained a good 
deal of giddiness ; hisbowels had been open- 
ed by the clyster, and from this he felt 
better ; he had vomited only four times in 
the course of the last twenty-four hours, and 
that was when he had coughed ; the pulse 
was softer. 

On the 31st he had suffered great restless- 
ness and anxiety, end had passed a very 
bad night. He had also wandered in his 
conversation, and had attempted to leave his 
bed. At two o’clock his nose began to 
bleed* and continued to bleed at intervals 
until six in the morning, though measures 
were used to stop the flow ; he did not, 
however, lose altogether more than two or 
three ounces of blood. At midnight bis 
pulse was very variable; at one time it 
seemed to be rather full and compressible, 
and at another it was almost indistinct. The 
sister of the ward said, that fits of palpita- 
tion of the heart came on so violently, as to 
cause the bed to shake, and that during his 
sleep his breathing was performed with a 
great noise, like that of cronp. I presume 
it was stertorous. He was given half a 
drachm of liquor ammoniae subcarbopatis 
every three hours, and three ounces of 
brandy at intervals ; by this he was much 
relieved, and towards morning was consider- 
ably better, but on visiting him on Sunday 
afternoon at four o’clock, his countenance 
was still very anxious, and he wandered in 
his conversation ; there was also rather 
more tremor in his hands, and the pulse was 
sharp and variable, sometimes being a mere 
thread. At nine o’clock in the evening he 
was lying perfectly insensible; bis eyes 
were fixed, his popils contracted r his pulse 
was slow and feeble, and respiration was 


taking place at lcog intervals, an d at half 
past ten o’clock beffied. 

In this case the original affection was in 
the head ; at least that was the only affec- 
tion of which, I understand, he had com- 
plained, and for which he had been treated ; 
the excessive loss of blood produced drow- 
siness, giddiness, and, in like manner with 
: the previous fulness, pain of the head. It 
might have been supposed that the giddi- 
ness and headach under which he was suf- 
fering on admission, only arose from the 
violence of the original affection of the head, 
but the sharpness and feebleness of the 
pulse, the blanched appearance, the faint- 
ness, and the knowledge of the previous ex<* 
eessive loss of blood, declared the true na- 
ture of the ease. When I saw him last he 
was doing well ; and the change for the 
worse and his death happened between my 
visits. 

The other case of a similar nature, which 
I shall mention, occurred among the women, 
and here the affection of the head, arising 
from loss of blood, proceeded to actual con- 
vulsions. Considerable difficulty must have 
been experienced on admission in ascer* 
taining the nature of this case. The woman 
was nineteen years of age, and had had two 
children ; she was brought to the hospital 
on Thursday last in a state of insensibility 
and convulsions. It appeared dial aha had 
been delivered of a child rather more than • 
three weeks before. The convulsions wero 
of an irregular character, with insensibility 
and stertorous breathing. She was seen and . 
prescribed for; after my visit, sixteen 
ounces of blood were taken from the back of 
her neck, and fifteen grains of comp. ext. 
col. were administered, together with an 
injection; also a lotion was applied to her 
head. No information was given as to the 
history of the case ; all that the friends said 
was, that she had that morning been seised 
with convulsions and became insensible. 
The natural conclusion certainly was, that 
this was a case of determination of blood to 
the head, and the proper indication of cure 
was, to take blood from that part. F urther, 
the head was hot ; and had she been pre- 
scribed for by myself, I think it is more 
than likely I should have treated her in the 
same way. Her pulse was full. Three 
weeks had elapsed since her confinement; 
the bead was hot ; she was in a state of in- 
sensibility and convulsions, and the breath- 
ing was stertorous, and had she died that 
day without being cupped, without the ab- 
straction of blood from the head — I think, 
had I been the person on whom this omis- 
sion depended, I should have blamed my- 
self. But it turned out, when more of her 
history was known, that the propriety of 
the tiiatatent was doubtful. When I first 
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in a state of convulsion, Moaning, with stu- 
per, and stertorous breathing, luckily for 
me, the gentleman who had attended her in 
her confinement had oowe to the hospital to 
See her, and he then informed me that abe 
had experienced excessive flooding in her 
labour, that it had been necessary to turn 
the child, and that at the time of this he* 
morrhage, convulsions had come on— con- 
vulsions similar to those which were now 
present* He also told me, that although 
three weeks had elapsed, she had never 
once regained her colour, and she certainly 
still was. of a deadly white. But notwith- 
Standing this appearance, had I seen her the 
day before, I should have considered her as 
a person in an epileptio state, with great 
stupor, and a tendency to apoplexy ; I should 
have ascribed the paleness to the epilepsy, 
in which I have often seen persons of s 
ghastly paleness. I found her pulse full, and 
I should have thought on first feeling it, 
had I not been informed by this gentleman 
that she had had previous flooding, and bad 
I not noticed that, besides the fulness, the 
pulse had a peculiar sharpness, and it jus- 
tified me in taking blood, at least, from the 
head $ it certainly possessed a hmmorrbagie 
sharpness, but yet it was also 10 full, that I 
was induced to hesitate for a moment, and 
consider still whether 1 ought not to apply 
leeches to the bead. It happened, how- 
ever, that while I was standing at the bed- 
aide, considering the nature of her oase, and 
taking all the circumstances connected with 
it into consideration, the character of the 
pulse altered; it actually became a little 
irregular and decidedly weaker, and I then 
very soon clearly saw, that the oase was one 
of exhaustion— of convulsions from loss of 
blood. 

The treatment to be adopted was at once 
indicated, namely, to give stimuli and nou- 
rishment. 1 administered at first twenty 
minims of liquor ammonias in camphor mix- 
ture, and on watching its effects 1 perceived 
that it scarcely even stimulated her. I re- 
peated the dose in about twenty minutes, 
with half a drachm of tinelure of opium. 1 
waited perhaps twenty minutes more, and 
during the whole of this time the pulse re- 
gularly sank, besoming weaker and weaker, 
end gradually losing its sharpness ; she he- 
came colder* and so great a difficulty of 
swallowing supervened, that nothing could 
be taken into the month. I sent for the 
stomach-pump, bultss the stomach is very 
weak in these cases, and frequently becomes 
so irritable as to reject nourishment, and 
render the subsequent administration of 
medicine and other stimulants fruitless, 1 
attempted* to nourish her per rectum ; a 
quantity of strong beef-tea, with four eggs 
neat up iA it, wag accordingly thrown up. 


Tbo whole, however, was immediately rwa 

jected ; it was scarcely thrown in befora it 
was discharged. Under these circumstance* 
1 at once employed the stomach-pump, and 
pot some brandy, wine, and more laudanum, 
into the stomach. I remained in the hos- 
pital some few hours, and in the course of 
that time a considerable quantity of brandy 
was got down. Still she regularly sank, 
none of the stimulants making any impress 
sion upon her, except in one instance, when, 
for a few minutes, the pulse rallied, though 
in a very slight degree. With that except 
tion, the decline of life was steady and 
progressive ; the breathing became slower 
by degrees, aud at about four o’clock in the 
afternoon she expired. 

I am sorry to »ey that the body of tha 
woman was not opened. The friends took 
it away, so that 1 had no opportunity of 
examining the state of the internal organs. 

The body of the man wss examined by 
the gentleman who is my clinical assistant, 
and the internal parts, particularly the brain 
and its membranes, proved extremely pale 
and exsanguineous, and the braiu unusually 
soft, but nq further disease was any-wher* 
discovered. 

I need not |ay tbst convulsions are very 
common in the puerperal state. The con- 
vulsions of this woman were exactly of 
the puerperal character. In the convul- 
sions of lying-in women, there ere the 
general symptoms of epilepsy ; but in 
these there is frequently the stertorous 
breathing of apoplexy, though no apo- 
plexy is present. The patients are either 
perfectly comatose, the same as apoplectic 
persons, or between the convulsions they 
revive, as if awaking from alumber, and 
completely regain their senses. It is said 
that patients generally close their teeth, 
withdraw the under lip, and make a hisping 
noise. This is described by Denman in his 
great work on midwifery. I do not know 
that, in the present case, there was this 
noise, but she bad so far symptoma of epi- 
lepsy as that she was oonvulaed and insen- 
sible, and inasmuch as the state of stupor 
was constant and lasting, aQd the breathing 
decidedly stertorous ; she had symptoms of 
apoplexy. Hence she presented every mark 
of puerperal convulsions, except that the 
convulsions occurred three weeks after de- 
livery, which is rather unusual. But wher 
ther it might properly be deemed a case pf 
puerperal convulsions or not, and consider- 
ing that there was no knowledge of any 
haemorrhage having occurred, the state of 
the pulse appeared to justify the bleeding 
that was resorted toby those who prescribed 
for her the day before. 

One effect of excessive loss of blood is 
great stupor, a consequence which is well 
known* though I cannot tell how long the 
R % 
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observation bas been made. You will also 
find it stated in obstetric books, both English 
and French, that loss of blood from great 
flooding leaves intense pain of the head, and 
intense giddiness, affections which are not 
to be removed by cupping, but by stimu- 
lants. The existence of intense pain in the 
head is particularly dwelt on, and you will 
also find it mentioned that there are many 
attending nervous symptoms ; that there is 
debility, sinking at the pit of the stomach, 
frequent vomiting, and palpitations of the 
heart sufficiently violent to shake the bed. 
It has always been known that sudden pro- 
fuse haemorrhage frequently produces con- 
vulsions. I have known persons, on the 
one hand, die from haemorrhage, in whom 
the convulsions before death have been ex- 
tremely violent, and other instances, in 
which symptoms of extreme and rapid ex- 
haustion have been produced, and the pa- 
tient has died without convulsions. I re- 
collect a case of a man who died from hae- 
morrhage of the thigh. The surgeon having 
made a deep incision near the groin, because 
the extremity was swelled — was in a state 
of phlegmasia dolens — wounded the great 
vessels of the part ; a bason or two of blood 
were soon lost, and death ensued in two 
hours, accompanied by restlessness and con- 
vulsions. It has also been long known, not 
only that there is this violent pain in the 
head, this giddiness and palpitation, but 
also that stimulants and tonics are the 
proper medicines for this state, and that 
bleeding is injurious. When I was study- 
ing books on midwifery, I recollect reading 
that this state was not to be relieved by 
leeches, but by Peruvian bark. Notwith- 
standing our long acquaintance with these 
facts, however, the profession are much in- 
debted to a gentleman who has lately brought 
this subject more particularly before them, 
and who has described with great accuracy 
the effects arising from great loss of blood. 
I allude to Dr. Marshall Hall. In a paper 
contained in the thirteenth volume of the 
Medico-Chirurgical Transactions, part I., 
you will find some very valuable information 
on this point. When I was a pupil the facts 
now stated were familiar to me, and formed 
the subject both of instruction and conver- 
sation ; but the importance of the affection, 
and its frequency were by no means dwelt 
upon, and on that account I think the pro- 
fession much indebted to Dr. Hall for im- 
pressing on them how frequently all these 
symptoms arise from mere loss of blood, in- 
stead of inflammation, and for particularly 
pointing out the liability of some of them to 
be mistaken for the effects of inflammation. 
You will find it stated by him that there is 
“ forcible beating of the pulse, of the caro- 
tids, and' of the heart, accompained by a 
sense of throbbing in the head, of palpita- 


tion of the heart, and eventually,' perhaps; 
of heating or throbbing in the scrobiculis 
oordis, and in the course of the aorta. 
This state of reaction is augmented occa- 
sionally by a turbulent dream, mental agita- 
tion, or bodily exertion. At other times it 
is modified by a temporary faintness or syn- 
cope. In tiie more exquisite cases of exces- 
sive reaction, the symptoms are seen more 
strongly marked. The beating of the tem- 
ples is accompanied by a throbbing pain of 
the head, and the energies and sensibilities 
of the brain are morbidly augmented. Some- 
times there is intolerance of light, but still 
more frequently intolerance of noise and 
disturbances of any kind, requiring stillness 
to be strictly enjoined — the knockers to be 
tied, and straw to be strewed along the 
pavement. The sleep is agitated and dis- 
turbed by fearful dreams, and the patient is 
liable to awake in a state of great hurry of 
mind, sometimes almost approaching to 
delirium. In some this is slight, but occa- 
sionally severe, and even continued. More 
frequently there are great noises in the 
head, as of singing, of crackers, of a storm, 
or of a cataract, and in some instances 
flashes of light are seen. Sometimes there 
is a sense of great pressure or tightness in 
one part* or round the head, as if the skull 
were pressed by an iron nail, or bound by an 
iron hoop.” — You are well aware that we 
see these very symptoms arising every day 
from fulness of the head, and that they are 
every day cured by bleeding* purging, and 
starvation — “ The action of the heart and 
arteries. Dr. Hall proceeds, is morbidly in- 
creased, and there occur great palpitation, 
and visible throbbing of the carotids, and 
sometimes even of the abdominal aorta, aug- 
mented to a still greater degree by every 
hurry of mind or exertion of the body, by 
sudden noises, or hurried dreams and 
wakings. The patient is often greatly 
alarmed and impressed with the feeling of 
approaching dissolution. The pulse varies 
from 100 to 120 or 130, and is accompanied 
with a forcible jerk or bounding of the artery. 
The respiration is apt to be frequent and 
hurried, and attended with alternate panting 
and sighing, and in this state of exhaustion 
sudden dissolution has sometimes occurred.” 
Dr. Hall likew ise mentions that among the 
very earliest symptoms, in these cases, there 
is “ a rattle in respiration only to be heard 
on the most attentive listening. This cre- 
pitus gradually becomes more audible, and 
passes into slight rattling.” This I dis- 
tinctly heard in the case of the woman before 
us. — “ There is also oppression in the breath- 
ing, inducing acuteness of the nostrils, which 
are dilated below and drawn in above the 
lobes at each inspiration.” 

Several cases are given by Dr. Hall illus- 
trative of this description, and it is mention- 
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«d in them that stupor, stertorous breathing, 
and convulsions, are among the more intense 
e Sects. 

Now I think it exceedingly probable that 
this woman was labouring simply under some 
of the effects of the great flooding which she 
had experienced three weeks before. You 
are not at all to be surprised at the distant 
effects which injurious circumstances will 
produce on tho body ; for you will recollect 
what I have before referred to, namely, the 
great length of time after which injury of the 
head will produce inflammation and organic 
disease. I know an instance of a gentleman 
now having hemiplegia of the right side of 
the body, in consequence of a coup dc soldi 
received thirty-six years ago on the left half 
half of the head. The coup de soldi render- 
ed him perfectly insensible for a long pe- 
riod. He was at that time living in a hot 
climate, and his life was endangered, and 
now the opposite side of his body has be- 
come paralytic. This is one of the longest 
periods of time at which I have known such 
an effect to take place. In an opposite state 
of the frame, however, where there is great 
exhaustion, you will also have ill effects at 
a later period of time after the original cause 
than you would imagine. Instances have 
been known where persons have been nearly 
starved to death, who, although they have 
appeared to improve after taking food, have, 
after a certain time, suddenly sunk. In 
eases of haemorrhage the same thing is ob- 
. served. Although you stop the haemor- 
rhage, although the patient takes nourish- 
ment, although, perhaps, you transfuse 
blood, yet, at a distant period, he may 
gradually and quickly sink; or, on making 
some little effort, he may suddenly expire. 
I have been told of an instance of a lady 
in whose case transfusion was performed, 
who died at the end of a week, while merely 
turning in bed. Now it is very possible 
that the present poor woman suffered so 
much from the flooding which took place in 
her labour, that particularly, perhaps for 
want of paying sufficient attention to her- 
self, from not being sufficiently careful of 
her strength, or not taking proper nourish- 
ment, she fell suddenly at last into the state 
which I have described. This is very pos- 
sible, and not at all contrary to what we 
frequently observe. If so, we must believe 
that such ill effects may arise from exten- 
sive loss of blood at the end of three weeks. 
That ill effects did remain is certain ; for, 
as I told you, the gentleman who attended 
her informed me, that she had never since 
regained her colour, but remained as pale 
at the end of the three weeks, as she was 
at the time of the flooding. Besides, the 
symptoms under which she laboured were 
generally those which are well known to 
ensue upon loss of blood*— vertigo, beadacb, 


dulness of mind, palpitation, and HI the 
varieties of nervous feelings, and, in a minor 
degree, these symptoms are well known to 
last for a considerable time. 

Respecting the diagnosis in this state, it 
must be taken in a very great measure from 
the history of the patient ; but that, with 
the paleness and the state of the pulse, 
enable us to make out the real state of 
things. The pulse in this case was, cer- 
tainly, full enough to justify the trial of 
bleeding, the effect being of course watched 
as the blood flowed. It was indeed rather 
sharp, which is frequently the case after too 
great loss of blood has occurred, and this 
sharpness, with great compressibility, has 
been peculiarly called a haemorrhagic pulse. 
It would seem that the heart, having so 
small a load of blood, and that blood being 
of morbid tenuity, the organ is able to act 
violently upon the fluid ; whence the sharp- 
ness; while the reduction in the quantity 
and consistency of the blood, and the de- 
bility of the arteries, prevent the pulse from 
having any solidity. If the flooding had 
been known by the gentleman who pre- 
scribed for her on her admission, I have no 
doubt that the sharpness of the pulse would 
have been at once attributed to the proper 
circumstance ; but without a history of the 
case, it is possible for the best practitioner 
to be deceived. When such symptoms as 
violent palpitations, convulsions, pain in 
the head, or giddiness, afford no clue to a 
knowledge of their origin, and yon cannot 
ascertain whether they arise on the one 
hand from an inflammatory state or fullness, 
or from exhaustion or depletion on the 
other (the sharpness of the pulse being 
often calculated to deceive), the surest 
mode is to observe whether there is any ap- 
pearance of great loss of blood having taken 
place, to examine the general powers of the 
patient, to get a full history of the case, and 
to give a close attention to the effects pro- 
duced by such measures as are adopted ; to 
notice whether the pulse improves or not on 
a small bleeding, or whether rather it is 
not improved by the cautious administra- 
tion of stimuli. These inquiries may lead 
you to a just conclusion, though frequently 
you may be unable to see your way clearly, 
without a knowledge of the history of the 
case. I have no doubt that mistakes often 
occur, in consequence of the symptoms I 
have mentioned having arisen from exces- 
sive venesection, without the practitioner 
being aware of any excessive loss of the 
true nature of blood, and that a cure is at- 
tempted by still further depletion. 

The proper treatment, in instances of de- 
rangement from excessive loss of blood, is 
to give nourishment, to give stimulants, and 
to administer opium. It is the custom of 
many practitioners in cases of excessive 
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tdodihg, and indeed in evbry ftpeciee of 
haemorrhage, where a great deal of irrita- 
bility, with excessive exhaustion, ensues, 
to give full doses of opium, and to repeat 
them every few hours, according to the 
effect produced. Ammonia too is exceed* 
ingly proper, as also are brandy and good 
nourishment. How far the dose requires to 
be increased, must depend upon your ob- 
servation of the ease. I believe Dr. Mar- 
shall Hall has published 4 book on the sub- 
ject, since the paper I before alluded to, in 
which be Speaks of the treatment as well as 
of the symptoms. 1 have not yet had time 
to read this work, but 1 have no doubt that 
it contains much more infonhation on every 
part of the subject, than the piper in the 
Medico'-Chirurgifcal Transactions, which you 
will find in the hospital library. 

This state is very analogous to One which 
we sometimes observe in children, and 
that which occurs in adults labourihg under 
delirium tremens. You will find it men- 
tioned in practical works, that children are 
liable to all the Signs of acute inflammation 
of the membranes of the brain, that is to say, 
of acute hydrocephalus ; and yet you would 
be wrong if yott treated the disease as hy- 
drocephalus. You know that in hydroce- 
phalus there is acute pain in the head, into* 
lerance of light, squinting, and vomiting, 
and, afterwards, dilatation of the pupils, coa- 
vulsiona, and complete insensibility. Now 
these signs will take place more or less, 
though a child have no inflammation of the 
brain, and may all frequently bS remedied, 
not by bleeding, but by giving ammonia and 
nourishment. You will find the subject 
tyoken of by Dr. Gooch in a col lection of 
papers which he published On different sub- 
jects, but particularly those connected with 
the diseases of women. You are to form a 
judgment, and to decide on the mode of treat- 
ment to be adopted, by observing that the 
pulse, although quick, is weak, that there is 
no force in it, and that the surface of the 
body is not flushed, as in common cases of 
acute hydrocephalus, bnt that the whole of 
the skin is loose and pale ; if there be any 
flushing of the face it ib only transient. 
Utider these circumstances it is ri^ht to give 
a few drops of the liquor ammonias from 
time to time, and beef- tea, keeping the child 
warm. You will thus sotm discover the 
true nature of the case. Iadeed, if this 
treatment be not pursued, but the opposite 
plan he adopted, the child most certainly 
will die. There is also a variety of disease 
of this kind to Which adults are liable, re- 
quiring similar treatment, — cases in which 
there are delirium and a rapid pulse, and in 
which bleeding would be followed by de- 
struction ; this disease is called “ delirium 
tremens.” The patient talks rapidly on a 
variety of subjects, particularly on his own 


affairs, and fancies that eonaptraciea art 
formed against him. There ie not violent 
delirium, yet he talks rapidly and ineohe* 
rently , and gets out of bed, though you mar 
easily lead him back again ; hie delirium it 
not of that terrific kind which requires seve- 
ral persons to hold him. He is weak, is in 
a constant tremor, and his pulse is quick 
In this state of things the eyes are not red, 
nor is there ever any striking pain of the 
head ; if you bleed him you may make him 
worse, whereas if you give him a full dose 
of opium — from three to five grains of solid 
opium, or from sixty to eighty drops of 
tincture of opium, repeating the dose every 
few hours, according to its effects, and giv- 
ing him good nourishment, the condition 
will frequently go off. It is to be remem- 
bered, that the mere circumstance of trem- 
bling is no proof that the delirium requires 
this mode of treatment. If the face be 
flushed, and the eyes red; the pulse fall or 
hard, and the patient youig, it would be de- 
struction to give opium ; bleeding is the 
proper course to pursue. You must not pre- 
scribe for the name of the disease, but for 
the state of the patient. I have seen cases 
of delirium tremens which required not 
opium, hut bloodletting. Yon are to judge 
between the two by observing whether the 
pulud be freak, whether the delirium be of 
a violent nature, and whether the tongue 
be moist, for generally it is covered by O 
creamy sort of mucus ; you must act accord* 
ing to the strength, the age, and the consti- 
tution of the patient, the presence or ab- 
sence of pain in the head, and the redness, 
or natural condition of the eyes. These 
circumstances will generally lead you to form 
I a correct opinion as to the practice to be 
adopted. You may arrange ail these eased 
together : the headaeh and convulsion con- 
sequent on hemorrhage, the various hydro- 
cephalic symptoms connected with debility, 
and die weak form of delirium tremens. 
There is in delirium tremens a mere debi- 
lity, with morbid irritability of the brain, 
which is to be stlbdned by narcotics, stimuli, 
and good nourishment. There is the same 
state in children, resembling, to an incau- 
tious observer, acute hydrocephalus,— an 
inflammatory complaint, where you bate 
very much the sumo symptoms, hut which 
are independent of inflammation, and arise 
from exhaustion. There is the State of 
which I am more particularly speaking in 
this lecture, arising from loss of blood, 
which is to be cured (if it can be remedied) 
not by bleeding but by stimuli, nourishment 
and opium, and sometimes by transfusion. 

I saw this female but a few hours before 
her decease, but I despaired of her from 
the beginning. Cases of this kind ere al- 
ways to be considered exceedingly danger- 
ous, because, however well they may be 
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going on, there is always a chance of the 
patient suddenly sinking . When I saw this 
woman she was sinking rapidly. The man, 
however, whose case I have given you, was 
going on exceedingly well on Friday, and he 
appeared still advaasi&g towards convales- 
cence, when J passed through the ward 
on Saturday* A fatal change, however, took 
place so rapidly from that time, that I 
never saw him again. 

With regard to the employment of trans- 
1‘usiem Although i hod no hope of doing 
good by this means, yet knowing the benefits 
that had arisen from it, I deemed it right to 
consider the propriety of giving the woman 
the chance of its advantages, sad 1 there- 
fore requested Mr. Green to see her with 
me, to consult upon the propriety of pour- 
ing fresh blood into her veins. When I was 
at her bed-side, however, she was sinking so 
rapidly, that it was almost out of the ques- 
tion to suppose that an addition of blood 
would he beneficial to her. Then, in the 
next place, from the heat and great affec- 
tion of the head, and the suddenness with 
Which the stupor at so great a length of time 
<ba4 come on, it was exceedingly probable, 
that besides the great exhaustion, there was 
some effusion into the head, or some ex- 
treme congestion. I was not certain of this 
being the case, but the sfddeaneaa with 
which the symptoms had appeared, and 
tiie length of period since the flooding, 
tiered it possible that the disease might, 
not be altogether one of exhaustion only. 
Mr. Green considered that there was so 
JRde- hope from transfusion, that it was not 
worth while te risk the credit of the opera- 
tion, by the addition of one more case of 
failure, and I did not press it. I did not 
think it would have done any good, hat it 
was right for us to consider whether it was 
proper or not. 

CASE OP MALFORMATION ©P THE PULMO- 
NARY ARTERY AND AORTA. 

Although I have not the opportunity of 
showing you any of the morbid parts of these 
two cases (the patients having been removed 
from the hospital), I am anxious to present 
.to you a rare cage of malformation of the 
great blood-vessels of the heart/which oc- 
curred in the surgeons’ ward. I was re- 
quested by Mr. Green, in August last, to ate 
a patient of his, a young girl, who entered the 
hospital a few weeks before with difficulty 
of breathing and swelling of the legs. I 
believe it was on account of the letter affec- 
tion that she was taken to the surgeons’ 
ward. Mr. Green, under whose care she 
was, thought th^t an affection of the heart 
.existed, and requested that she might be 
seen by me. Ou examination 1 could not 
satisfy myself that there was any of those 


w 

diseases of tha heart which can ordinarily 
ba known by auscaltatiea, for several exist 
upon which auscultation throws no light. 

1 found her lying in bed, with difficulty of 
breathing, and great blueness of the face 
and hands. These may arise merely from a 
great difficulty of respiration, or from any 
obstruction to the course of the blood. I 
bad a woman in this hospital last year whose 
face was nearly black from congestion in 
chronic bronchitis, although there was no 
direct communication in the system between 
the currents of black and red blood. I exa* 
amined the lungs of Mr. Green’s patient to 
see if there was any disease there which 
would explain the blueness, but I found 
there was none. On listening to her heart 
I found that it beat violently, but 1 could 
not satisfy myself that she laboured under 
any disease of the organ ; yet there was of 
course a reason for the blueness; it w&sevi- 
dent there was some disease, but what it was 
I oould not ascertain. Judging, however 
from the countenance, I was led to ask her 
whether she had been blue from her birth, 
to which she replied— 1 “ Yes, always more 
or lest.” My own conclusion was that she 
had a malformation of the heart, and that 
the blood communicated between the right 
and the left aides, without the intervention 
of the lunga. She died about n fortnight 
ago, and on inspection a very rare malforma- 
tion was found, — so rare, indeed, that I do 
not recollect ever having read of a similar 
case . I have examined several works since, 
bnt I can find no aooount of one like it. It 
presents an instance of an aperture between 
the pulmonary artery and the aorta. It 
does net appear that the ductus arteriosus 
is open, so as to present a communication 
by that means ; hut between the two ves- 
sels, at the point where they lie in contact, 
there is a small opening, so that by putting 
the finger either into the pulmonary artery 
or the aorta, it may be seen from the other 
vessel. On the table there are. a great 
variety of specimens of malformation of the 
heart, but no case similar to the one I now 
show you. The pulmonary artery and aorta 
sometimes communicate after birth by the 
continuance of the ductus arteriosus ; but in 
the present case there is no duct but a mere 
aperture. In the specimen I now exhibit 
there is a communication between the pul- 
monary artery and the aorta; the history of the 
case is not known, the parts having been found 
in a body in the dissecting room. An aneu- 
rism had existed in either the aorta or pul- 
monary artery, most probably in the aorta, 
and had burst into the other vessel, so that a 
communication was established between tire 
two. VTou will find the best information on 
the subject of malformation of the heart 
in Mr. Burns’ work on Diseases of the 
Heart, and Dr. Farre’s Pathological Re- 
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searches, of Which this first part, relat- 
ing to malformations of the heart, is pub* 
lished. The preparations from which 
Dr. Fane has made his engraving belong 
now to this hospital, and are those before 
you. To produce such symptoms as ap- 
eared in this patient, there must have 
een a communication between the blood of 
the right and left cavities of the heart, or 
between the great veins and the great arte- 
ries, without the intervention of the lung. 
The symptoms are called the “ blue dis- 
ease, ” or “ morbus cceruleus,” or, if we 
prefer Greek to Latin or English, “ cyanosis/’ 
The patient is more or less blue, especially 
the cheeks, and the extreme parts; he is 
cold, generally has dyspnoea, and some de- 

f iee of cough, and at length dropsy and 
ilatationor hypertrophy of the heart ensue. 
These symptoms, however, do not always 
occur when there is a communication be- 
tween the two sides of the heart. I recol- 
lect opening a lady who died of rupture of 
the stomach, but who was never blue, al- 
though there was a free communication be- 
tween the right and left auricles, by the 
existence of the foramen ovale : for in truth 
the blood- never got mixed, and simply for 
this reason, that the connexion was valvular, 
and when each ventricle was filled, the two 
leaves were laid against each other, and the 
opening closed precisely in the same man- 
ner as the bladder, when distended, prevents 
a regurgitation into the ureters. This is 
observed by Bich&t in his work upon Life 
and Death, and likewise in his General 
Anatomy. The presen oe of the foramen 
ovale does not necessarily imply a commu- 
nication between the auricles when they are 
distended. This open state is certainly not 
very uncommon, but yet it is not so common 
as some people imagine. The mischief in 
malformation of the heart depends in a great 
measure upon another circumstance, name- 
ly, whether, when there is a communication 
between the right side and the left of the 
heart; the right side, or the pulmonary 
artery, is smaller than it ought to be, or not. 
If the right side be below its natural pro- 
portion to the left, or the pulmonary artery 
too small, then, if from any malformation, a 
quantity of black blood can escape, it will 
go at once very freely to tbe left side. 

• Among the preparations which I will 
demonstrate after lecture, you will see a 
remarkable instance of the pulmonary artery 
forming the descending aorta, and the aorta 
going no further than to give off the inno- 
xninata, and the left carotid and subclavian, 
all the rest of the body being supplied by 
the pulmonary artery. 


THE LANCET. 

London , Saturday , November 13, 1830. 

In the long catalogue of “ bad witnesses/* 
medical men have been almost universally 
placed next in succession to barristers and 
attorneys, who nem . con . have been always 
inscribed at the very bead of the list. The 
lawyers contend that they make such un- 
happy figures in the witness-box, chiefly 
from two causes, — their intimate and pro- 
found acquaintance with the multitudinous 
labyrinths of legal study, and the facility 
with which their actual defects are dis- 
covered and exposed by their brethren at 
the bar. So far as our experience has ex- 
tended, our professional brethren have no 
such pleas to urge, and it still remains to 
be explained by lawyers, why that man who 
is snpposed to be best acquainted with a 
subject, should communicate to his audi- 
tors the impression that he is least ac- 
quainted with it, when he is endeavouring 
to display his knowledge the most. The 
“ bad witnesses,” whom we have been in 
the habit of seeing in the ranks of our own 
profession, have had, we fear, but little 
claim to a profound acquaintance with the 
science in which they have dabbled. Igno- 
rance, unmixed ignorance, either in them- 
selves or in those by whom they were exam- 
ined, has been generally the source of their 
failure. We say in their examiners, because 
medical testimony is often completely desti- 
tute of weight, and has not the slightest influ- 
ence with the court, owing to the acquire- 
ments of barristers being entirely foreign to 
medical science. Therefore medical gentle- 
men cannot urge, as an excase for their appa- 
rent imbecility in the witness-box, the tact, 
dexterity, research, and foresight of their 
scrutinizes. The study of medical jurispru- 
dence has been completely neglected in the 
medical sohools of this country, and there 
have been no medical judges, scarcely a 
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single medical coroner, to influence* even by 
the remote indirect demands of his office, 
the investigation of those metiers which 
more particularly pertain to the proceedings 
of judicial inquiry. The cultivation of me- 
dical science has, however, of late years, 
proceeded with marked, satisfactory, and 
rapid steps of improvement, and in the mtn 
best acquainted with the principles and prac- 
tice of his profession, we always find the 
most competent medical jurist. The medi- 
cal witnesses, therefore, of 1850, are very 
different in attainments and influence from 
the medical witnesses of 1810 ; and, at the 
inquest on the unfortunate and slaughtered , 
we had almost said the murdered , Miss 
Cashin, the evidence of the medical gen- 
tlemen left scarcely any-thing to be desired ; 
it was at once perspicuous, scientific, and 
practical. It not only produced the proper 
impression upon the minds of the intelligent 
jury, who did not fail to feel its force, and 
appreciate its value, but it has given to our 
profession a peculiar stamp of authority 
throughout the whole country ; hence it is 
now unhesitatingly admitted, that competent 
medical practitioners are fully equal to give 
competent testimony in a court of justice. 
There was, however, as we mentioned in 
our last number, an error which might have 
proved fatal to the cause of justice ; and that 
its repetition was not thus disastrous on the 
late trial at the Old Bailey, must be attri- 
buted to the intelligence of the jury and the 
ignorance of Adolphus. 

Mr. Bbodie, who visited Miss Cashin 
about ten hours previous to her death, istated 
at the inquest that he found MUbCashin’s 
back “ mortified; 1 * and Mrs. Roddib, in 
her luminous testimony, proved that the 
quack had directed mulled wine to be given 
to the young lady immediately before Mr. 
Brodie's arrival. Of course it was a matter 
of great moment to prove , in such an in- 
quiry, that Long was grossly ignorant of the 
duties which he had voluntarily taken upon 
himself to execute. In order to produce a 


conviction upon a charge of felony, it is not 
enough for the profession to know thst 
Long is ignorant, it is not enough for all 
the intelligent portion of the public to 
assume that Long is ignorant ; it was ne- 
cessary that proof-direct proof, of his stu- 
pidity and rashness should be adduced at 
the trial, or the indictment could not have 
been sustained. Accordingly, at the in- 
quest, we were anxious to obtain from 
Long’s own witnesses, what was hia opinion 
(if the fellow be equal to connect two ideas 
upon amedioal subject) of the cause of Miss 
Casbxn's death, and by constantly directing 
our attention to this point, we at last elicit- 
ed from one of the witnesses, Mrs. General 
Sharps, that Long had told her that Miss 
Cashin died from an inflammation of ths 
stomach.” This was a fact of great import- 
ance, for here we had direct evidence of the 
wretch’s brutal ignorance of even the rudi- 
ments of medical practice. What said 
Mrs. Roddis? “ Long directed me to 
give the deceased a tumblerful of mulled 
wine.” What said Lono to Mrs. Gene- 
ral Sharpe ? “ The deceased had inflam- 
mation of the stomach.” And what was 
the monstrous remedy? A tumbler op 
mulled wins ! Here was a point of great 
importance fully established ; but in comes 
Mr. Brodib, who, by one thoughtless 
movement, had nearly kicked down the 
whole fabric. At the time that Mr. Rrodie 
was examined at the inquest, he undoubt- 
edly had some ground for believing that the 
skin was “ mortified,” for, upon looking at 
the part, a mere view must have led the most 
experienced eye to believe it was in that 
state, and Mr. Brodie only saw it. At 
that time the part had not been cut into, 
and he merely judged of its condition from 
the greenish-black appearance. The body, 
however, subsequently underwent a most 
minute and careful post-mortem inspection ; 
a portion of the skin was removed, it was 
shown to Mr. Brodie, and the other medical 
witnesses all concurred in the opinion that 
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the skin was lt*{ Mortified. Ib a word, with 
the exasptioa of the dark film or palliate 
which appeared to hare bean produced upon 
the surface of the cutis, the outicfo hev<» 
iag been entirely abraded, tha skin was: 
not only not st mortified” but unusually ■ 
vascular. The vessels were exceedingly I 
enlarged, and the cutis, from this cause, was 
thickened to the extent in name places of 
the eighth of an inch* The mouths of the 
blood-vessels, when the cutis was cut into, 
were discernible at a considerable distance ! 
from tha eye, so much had they become dis- 1 
tended ; but there was no coagulated blood, 
no Kne of separation, no yielding of texture ; 
in feet, with the exception of the dark 
external appearance, there was not a single 
«trc am stance to justify any man in assert- 1 
ing that the state of the part even indicated j 
the approach of mortification. Then how 
inaccurate, aad therefore unfortunate, was ; 
the evidence of Mr. Brodie. Besides, 
there is an unaccountable disagreement be- j 
tween tbe opinion which that gentleman 
says he entertained of the condition of the I 
wound, and the treatment which he adopted. 
Jiere is an exact copy of Mr. Brodib’s pre- 
scription 

,l R Potass, cat'bon., jij ; 

Spir, myrist.t $iij ; 

Aq. menth . sativ ., $iiiss ; 

TV. opiiy hi x. 

M. ft. mist, cuj us capt. sextam partem j 
sextis horis cum coch. ampl. succi 
limonis in effervescent. 

“ B. C. Brodie. ! 

“ For Miss Cath. Cashin.” 

I 

How squares such a prescription with 
u mortification ” produced by violent, and 
stall easting, inflammatory action 1 Be- 
yond all question, Mr. Brodie must confess 
.that he was strangely in error, either in his 
therapeutics or in bis pathology, and we feel 
little hesitation in asserting that he was 
wrong in both. Mr. Brodie saw the wound, 
and was furnished with ocular proof that it 
was in an active state of suppuration, dis- 
charging, indeed, not less than from a pint 
to a pint and a half' of put daily ; yet he 


iWeaaa on two octa woa a that this highly 

vitalised, highly organised part waa * mor- 
tified,” and for tha patient labouring under 
the violent, the almost unparalleled inflam- 
mation by which the Supposed mortifica- 
tion” was produced, ha pseseribed six 
scruples of tha carbonate of potash, ten 
drops of the tincture of opium, three ounces 
and a half of mint water, and three drachms 
of the spirit of nutmeg with lomon juice, to 
he taken in the short apace of thirty*** 
hours J One scruple of the oarboaate of 
potash, and one drop and taro-thirds of laud- 
anum, every six hours ! This surely was 
net tha best aad only treatment which a 
man of Mr. Baodib’s experience aad at- 
tainments could adopt, in tha occurrence of 
“ mortification” caused by excessive ia- 
fi&m matron. If the first dose of the medi- 
cine had bean rejected, then the. poor girl 
must have remained until six hours had 
elapsed before she could derive the ease and 
consolation capable of being afforded by one 
drop and two-thirds of laudanum! In a 
word, if Mr. Baonix were correct in his 
diagnosis, his treatment was miserably in- 
correct and inefficient; but, having been 
completely wrong in bis diagnosis, his error 
had nearly caused the esoopa of the felon 
Long. 

Mr. Brodie, we believe, is a very ho- 
nourable gentleman, and would not for a 
moment make a statement which he deemed 
to be untrue ; but, as the error into which 
he has fallen might have proved doubly 
fatal, we trust that on all other eooasions he 
will adopt the naoeasary means for arriving 
at a oorreot knowledge of disease, and thus 
protect his patients against a repetition 
of such inefficient treatment for “ mortifica- 
tion,” and the public agaiast the okanoeof 
such abandoned follows as Loro escaping 
from punishment. 

Come we now to the trial at the Old 
Bailey, and taken as a whole it was proba- 
bly one of the most disgraceful scenes ever 
witnessed in a court of justice, tha pektxnce 
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htvfcg bee* t lie cltatx. Oft the trial of munity. Iidpible ofcoftMaindfag raped, 
Cooper 0. Waxlxy, several of thft plain* or of attracting attention by actions of an 
tiff’s "eminent” witnessed, it will berecol- exalted character, they teem to labour nn- 
looted, eat upon the bench, and al no great ceaeingly in their exertions to attreet notiee 
distance from the judge ; but Lord Tenter- by the excesses of fally and pride. John 
den, in passing over this unwarrantable and Long is worthy of his supporters, and 
offensive presumption, differed from his the “ order ” quite befitting the felonious 
brother of the Old Bailey, in not allowing quack whom they have apparently solemnly 
the witnesses to converse with him both sworn to patronise. 

before and after they had given their evi- The Editors of the various public Jour- 
dencew It is literally a fact that during the nals have commented on the proceedings In 
trial the Marchioness of Ormond was snug- this trial in terms of well-merited oppro- 
ly seated by the side of Mr. Justice Park, brium. A whole torrent of sarcasm and ri- 
spoke to the judge in the progress of the dicule has been poured down upon the 
trial, and repeatedly nodded assent (as well heads ofthe * order;” hut, like "the Tenth,” 
She might, being Long’s witness) , while the the " order ” can’t feel ridiculq ; no matter 
tearhed judge was delivering his charge to bow biting, how pinching, how withering, 
the jury. Why, we ask, was the Marchio the " order ” are quite proof against annoy- 
Uess of Oft mono oft the bench? Why was ance, and equally protected against improve* 
there any attempt made to influence the ment. If they had not been the Veriest 
minds of the jury by such a display of tank dolts that breathe, they must long ago have 
find power on the bench, in favour of the perceived that Long was an unprincipled 
prisoner 1 If the Marchioness of Ormond impostor,— a juggler, a knave. But the felon 
could associate with ft felon, could still show endeavoured to convert his house into a 
snch partiality far a man who had inhumanly lounging stool far the silly things, and it 
destroyed an unoffending, innocent fellow- became " fashionable ” to support Mr. 
Creature far the sake of paltry gain, sorely Singe^-ing Long ; it became fashionable to 
her ladyship, without any dread of contami- “ inhele” through long red morocco tubes, 
nation, without any fear of deteriorating to undress, to expose the person before this 
her refined taste, Or insulting her "order,” painter and limner, and to be "nibbed” 
might have taken hftT stand in that Situation with his brush. These things became 
which is properly assigned for all indivi- fashionable , and so beneficial withal, that 
dhals who attend for the purpose of giving titled dames and nursery misses could go 
evidence, ftamely, the witness-box. Judge forward in the presence of hundreds of 
Park Was quite pathetic, quite lachrymose, spectators, and attest the " skill, humanity. 
When detelarhig that there Was no distinction and kind attention” of the artist 1 Mon- 
mti&fe between rich and poor in that court ; strous exhibition ! But the juries were not 
but Would the learned and discreet judge to be blinded by all the aristocratic dust 
have taken by. his side tbe wife of a poor that was thrown into their eyes ; nay, nor 
tradesman who bad come to speak to the were they to be frightened or diverted from 
character of a pickpocket? No; nor tbe wife the honest discharge of their duty by the 
of a rich tradesman : it Was the title that rigmarole tale of the coroner, or the spe- 
gave the entr&e to the seat of-* — we must cious summing up of the judge. They have 
say justice, we suppose. The aristocracy merited and received the thanks of their 
appear to be racing against time, in their countrymen for their impartial and intelli- 
endeavours to bring themselves into disre- gent verdicts ; the press has every where 
pate with aU the thinking pafrt of the com- approved of their conduct. On the Mon- 
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d&y after the trial, the Times said. that it 
“sincerely rejoiced in the verdict;” but 
sentence had not then been pronounced. 
The Times rejoiced, probably, in the ver- 
dict, because it perceived in the declaration 
of the judge, “ that there was no distinction 
to be made between the rich and poor ; that 
justice must be dealt to the one as well 
as to the other; ” that a sentence would be 
pronounced which must have the effect, at 
least for a time, of protecting the public 
against the atrocious frauds and “ killings ” 
of the felon. There may be some excuse 
for any thing said by Mr. Justice Park on 
the Saturday night, as he appeared to sit 
awfully aghast when the verdict was pro- 
nounced. He was quite astounded ; so 
much so, that he knew not what sentence to 
pronounce; he required time, “ until Mon- 
day ; but that could make no difference, as 
the punishment would be probably imprison- 
merit .” To be sure, then, as there was to 
be no distinction between rich and poor, it 
could make little difference whether the 
sentence were pronounced on the Saturday 
night or on Monday. But when Monday ar- 
rived, what was the sentence passed upon 
the author of a most atrocious felony ? what 
was the sentence passed upon a man who 
had been convicted of a most infamous man- 
slaughter ? what the sentence pronounced 
upon a felon, whose “ goods and chattels ” 
had been forfeited to the King by the ver- 
dict of the jury 1 — this poor man, who had 
lost his all, who had not a shilling in the 
world, nor a friend to help him to one? 
Why a fine of two hundred and fifty 
pounds, wad to be impt'isoned until suoh fine 
were paid. There — that’s the way to main- 
tain an even line between rich and poor. 
Mr. Justice Park of course would have 
passed the same sentence upon a labour - 
ing man, towards whom it would have 
amounted to one of perpetual imprison- 
ment; for how would the labouring man 
have obtained the two-hundred-and- fifty 
pounds, seeing too that the few shillings 


he had possessed before the trial bad been 
forfeited to the crown by the verdiot of the 
jury? The judge, therefore, thought not of 
Long’s rich aristocratic connexions ; thought 
not of any assignment that he might have 
made of his property before the trial ; 
thought not of any funds that he might 
have gained by his jugglery, and secreted 
from the King’s officer, the sheriff. No ; 
the learned judge resolved that the stream 
of justice ahould not be polluted by his 
hands, that there should be “ no distinction 
between rich and poor,” that he would sen- 
tence Long to a fine of two hundred and 
fifty pounds, because, like other poor men, 
who had committed similar acts of atro- 
city, he should be imprisoned for life, 
that the public might be guarded against a 
repetition of his nefarious and destructive 
practices. The humane judge, however, 
unhappily was not a match for the cunning of 
the criminal, who, it appears, had cheated 
the sheriff, and had not only sufficient 
money in his pocket to discharge the fine, 
but plenty to spare. Within five minutes, 
this poor man terminated his “ perpetual 
imprisonment,” and was riding cheek-by- 
jowl with Lord Sligo, in his Lordship’s 
curricle. Who can withhold his commen- 
dation from the judge, for the manifestation 
he has thus made of his severe attachment 
to even-handed justice ! 

The whole of our contemporaries, in no- 
ticing this trial, appear to have forgotten 
that a “ felon’s ” property is forfeited to 
the crown, therefore if only two hqndred 
and fifty pounds have been taken from Long, 
the King has been made to subscribe hand- 
somely to the F elon for his kind and consi- 
derate “ slaughter” of the unfortunate Miss 
Catherine Cashin ! Is this the law ! is 
this the justice of England ! 


the prosecutor’s costs in the trial op 

JOHN LONG. 

“ Dr. Johnson thinks the profession ought 
to indemnify Mr. Wakley for the expense® 
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of St. John Long's trial, and offers bis mite 
of five pounds for that purpose. 

“ Suffolk Place, Pali Mall East, 

6th November, 1830." 

In acknowledging the receipt of this note, 
which, from a variety of circumstances, can- 
not be otherwise than gratifying to our feel- 
ings, we beg to state that Mr. Henson, the 
solicitor, has given us to understand that 
upon presenting a petition, supported by 
affidavit, to the Lords of the Treasury, the 
prosecutor's costs will be allowed out of the 
fine paid by the felon. This is the source 
whence every expense incurred by the pro- 
secution ought certainly to be defrayed. 


THE FELON AGAIN ! 

A lady, of the name of Lloyd, has now 
fallen a victim to the " rubbing” system of 
this atrocious quack. The unhappy sufferer 
expired, in the most excruciating tortures, 
about ten days after she had first been 
“ rubbed." A horrid wound was produced 
on the breast ; and, according to the evidence 
of the medical witnesses, the consequent 
inflammation and mortification were of great 
extent. A coroner’s inquest sat on the body 
on Wednesday, which was adjourned to 
Thursday ; and just as this sheet of our 
Journal was going to press, we heard that 
the jury had returned a verdict of “ man- 
slaughter” against Long. A few persons 
have had the temerity to assert that the late 
sentence was a scandalous one ; what will 
they say now 1 

Dr. Elliotson thus concluded his clini- 
cal lecture, delivered on Monday last at St. 
Thomas's Hospital, on the impositions some- 
times practised by patients on their medi- 
cal attendants. 

" Remember, gentlemen, that though 
patients sometimes deceive medical men, 
practitioners often deceive their patients. 
It is but fair, then, for patients to play 
these tricks upon us ; especially if we take 
into consideration that any one may practise 
upon their credulity with impunity — that 
quackery may flourish ; that the most igno- 
rant may practise in spite of the Royal Col- 
lege of Physicians, and the Royal College 


of Surgeons, and the Worshipful Company 
of Apothecaries ; that no one can touch such 
persons ; no one can prevent their proceed- 
ings ; for, of course, those great bodies 
would do their duty to the public if they 
had the power to interfere. A quack may 
make his twelve thousand a year in spite of 
any law’s that can be put in force against 
him ; and if he do chance to destroy a few 
of his patients, w r e know that lie can be al- 
lowed to do so at the rate of two hundred 
and fifty pounds a head. We can afford, 
then, to forgive our patients for occasionally 
deceiving us in return." * 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW S HOSPITAL. 

EXTENSIVE FRACTURE OF THE PELVIS. 

John Smith, aetat. 27, was admitted into 
Colston’s Ward, on the evening of the 13th 
of October, under the care of Mr. Vincent. 
He complained of his left hip being injured, 
and on examination, a point of bone was 
discovered, projecting a little above the 
centre of the dorsum ilii of that side. No 
solution of continuity could be detected in 
the extent of the crista, and the severed 
fragment was supposed to be a portion of 
the external table of the ilium. The swell- 
ing of the soft ports, which had taken 
place previous to his admission, entirely 
precluded the possibility of ascertaining the 
precise direction and extent of the fracture. 
Some difference of opinion, we understand, 
arose as to whether a second fracture of 
the posterior portion of the ilium existed, 
or a dislocation at the sacro-iliac symphysis. 
He complained of excessive pain in the 
injured part, which was exceedingly in- 
creased on the slightest motion of the thigh. 
Mr. Vincent was sent for, and arrived in 
about half an hour. He examined the parts 
with great attention, ancLthought that tlie 
fracture of the ilium extenued in the direc- 
tion of the acetabulum, and that the hori- 
zontal ramus of the pubis was also fractured. 
Soon after his admission, there was an invo- 
luntary discharge of fteces, but there was 
no paralysis of the bladder or lower extre- 
mities. 

He stated that he was a wagoner, and 
was in perfect health previous to the ac- 
cident. He was driving a wagon over 
Blackfriars Bridge, and slipped from off 
the curb-stone on the carriage-road, and 
fell with his left hip against the ground. 
He stated distinctly, that the wagon did 
not pass over him, nor touch him in the 
slightest , degree, and he attributed the in- 
jury he has sustained solely to the fall. 


• We had not room for this lecture in our present 
Number. 
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Mr. Vincent ordered him to be hsd oa 
his bsok, end to hare 5 xij of blood takes 
from the hip by cupping, and afterwards a 
broad bandage to be put around the pel via. 

Oct. 14. Has passed a sleepless night, in 
consequence of the severity of the pain in 
the injured parts. The rectum is now under 
the influence of the will. The bowels have 
not been open since last night, He lies 
with his thighs widely separated, and says 
he is easier in that position than in any 
other. He is still in a great deal of pain. 
An ounce of castor oil to be taken imme- 
diately. 

15, ten a.m. He complains of acute pain 
about the angles of the 7th, 8th, and 9th 
ribs of the left side ; his respiration is fre- 
quent, painful, and hurried. The ribs ap- 
pear to be immoveable, particularly those 
corresponding to the seat of the pain. His 
tongue is white, skin hot and dry ; pulse 
100, strong and full; a deep inspiration 
produced cough and increased the pain. The 
pain in the hip is still severe ; bowels freely 
relieved yesterday by the castor oil. To 
be bled to 18 ounces immediately. 

Six p.m. The pain and breathing were 
both relieved by the V.S. ; his pulse rose to 
110, and became toft ; within the last three 
hours he is become considerably worse, and 
the pain in the side is more severe than it 
was in the morning. The blood taken at 
ten o’clock is very much buffed and cupped. 
Bleeding to be repeated to 18 ounces imme- 
diately ; to bave a saline draught, with the 
solution tartar emetic every fourth hour. 

16, eleven a.m. Felt relieved by the Weed- 
ing, but is now worse than before he was 
bled. Blood drawn last night buffed and 
cupped ; cough very much worse, and kept 
him awake all night ; he expeotoratet a great 
deal of viscid mucus. He now experiences 
severe pain in the abdomen at each inspira- 
tion. Eighteen Jeeehes to the obest, and 
the same number to the abdomen. The ab- 
domen to be weH fomented after the leeches 
are taken off. Venesection to 18 ounces 
immediately. 

Ten p.m. Much worse in every respect. 

17, two a.m. The bleeding produced the 
same effect as on previous occasions. He 
has now mote difficulty of breathing, and 
the cough is attended with a more copious 
expectoration. The pain in the side has ex- 
tended over a larger surface, and is much 
increased in intensity. There has been no 
occasion for aperient medicine since the 
14th inst. To be bled to 18 ounces. Con- 
tinue the saline sntimonial mixture. 

Eleven p.m. Was relieved by the bleed- 
ing, and slept for three hours after it. His 
respiration is now very laborious § the blood 
continues buffed and cupped ; pulse has 
continued at about 120, and very lull* since 


tbs 15th, and still remains ao« Veaeaeetioa 
to 18 ounoes. 

18. two p.m. He is daily getting much 
worse ; his expeotoration is now attended 
with great difficulty, and the respiration is 
exceedingly laborious. He complains of 
pain in the' fore part of tbs thigh, which was 
bruised at the time the accident occurred. 
The pain in the abdomen has not been severe 
since the 16th, and he can now bear pres* 
sure on it pretty well. He complains of 
severe pain over the trochanter major. Let 
him be bled from the arm to 20 ounces; 
cupping on the hip to 12 eunoes. Discon- 
tinue the saline and antimony, and take of 
solution of acetate of ammonia J jss. ; ipecac, 
wine, 16 drops every fourth hour. 

10 p.m. Still great difficulty of breathing* 
and the pain in the obest rather increased ; 
pulse very rapid, but much softer and very 
small ; in other respects the same. Add ten 
drops of tinoture of digitalis tQ each of the 
above draughts. 

19. Two p.m. Feels considerable pain in 
the abdomen to-day; has passed a very 
restless night ; pulse still very frequent, but 
much fuller than last night ; he now com- 
plains of great debility ; in other respects 
the same. Twenty leeches to the chest; 
twenty leeches to the abdomen* with fomen- 
tations. 

Nine p.m. Worse than in the morning ; 
pulse rather stronger and fuller j venesection 
to twelve ounces. 

20. All the symptoms are increasing ra- 
pidly ; he is sinking fast ; bowels still coat 
tinue open. 

21. Last night he became delirious, and 
still remains so ; his eyelids are Ualf-olosed ; 
breathing rather easier, and the pain in the 
side is also easier ; pulse still full and fre- 
quent; countenance exsanguine and of a 
citron tiot. 

%%. Pied last night at eleven o’clock, 

Examination 14 hours after Death* 

Brain healthy. 

Chest . — The pleura covering the posterior 
Surface of the left lung, and that lining the 
corresponding part of the wall of the thorax, 
was covered with a thick layer of yellow, 
opaque, and vsry tenacious lymph. On re- 
moving this lymph, the pleura was found 
minutely injected, and dark-red spots were 
visible beneath it. The lung throughout 
was less crepitant than natural, and when 
cut into, pus exuded .from the ramification* 
of the bronchial tubes. The entire lung 
was in a state of engouement . There was 
no change of structure* The fight lung 
was tolerably healthy. 

Abdomen. — Peritoneum slightly inflamed ; 
pus was found in the psoas msgaus of the 
left side in its whole extent* The abdomi- 
i ml and pelvic viacera were healthy. 
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Pthri *. — The Mtft parts 9**t the IHtm 
were in a state approaching to gangrene ; 
there was a comminuted fracture of tire left 
ilium, which commenced about two inches 
and a half from its anterior superior spine, 
extended through the substance of the bone 
in an oblique direction, and having describ- 
ed a semicircle, terminated st the sacro- 
iliac symphisis. The remaining portion of 
the ilinm was separated from its articulation 
with the sacrum, and thrown considerably 
upwards and forwards. The ramus of the 
left ischium, and the horisontal ramus of the 
corresponding pubes, were also fractured. 
A small collection of pus was found within 
the oapsule of the hip-joint, and the carti- 
lage or the aeetabulum was in several parts 
absorbed. 


SINGULAR EFFECT O# LIGHTNING. 

We lately communicated a very remark- 
able instance of the effect of lightning on a 
man who, though the shock seemed to have 
passed directly through him, afterwards 
completely recovered; we find a similar 
case in a late number of the “ Kuitische 
Repertorium." On the 5th oflast May, in 
the neighbourhood of Moersbach, a large 
oak was struck by lightning, at the time 
when two children were standing under- 
neath. They were found a short time after 
the accident in a state of complete insensi- 
bility, from which, however, they soon re- 
covered. The elder, eleven years of age, 
had on the outer side of the left thigh, a 
livid streak, about half an inch in breadth, 
and five inches in length; another two 
inches in length, on the posterior surface 
of the left upper arm ; and a third from the 
inner ancle of the right foot to the great toe, 
where the shoe was completely torn through. 
The other child, seven years of age, had 
only one streak at the outer side of the left 
thigh, terminating at the knee ; both chil- 
dren complained of great lassitude, stiffness 
of the limbs, and pain in the abdomen ; hot 
after the use of aperients and the external 
application of camphorated spirit, completely 
recovered in ten days. 


ERRATUM. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — I perceive in “ The Lancet ” of 
the 6th November, an anonymous commu- 
nication, containing strictures on the pro- 
fessional character of Sir W.Blizard, and 
dated the 12th of October, 23, Hadlow 
Street, Burton Crescent. 

As that has been my place of residence 
ainoe the 29th of September, and as I have 
communicated to The La n oit an authesti- 


tested article (besides two advertisements of 
Lectures) with that address, I beg you will 
afford me the earliest opportunity of em- 
phatically disclaiming the slightest con- 
nexion with the anonymous communication* 
I am. Sir, 

Y our obedient servant, 

W. B. O'Shauohnessv, M.D. 
23, Hadlow Street, Burton Crescent, 

9th November, 1830. 


SURGICAL PRACTICE IN WORKHOUSES. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— Uader the impression from the 
past, that you are always ready to expose 
in your valuable periodical, all professional 
“ humbug" and M hole-and-corner prac- 
tice,'* I am led to ask insertion for these 
lines, arising from a sincere wish that, as 
medical students pay the most exorbitant 
and sbamefnl fees for the little knowledge 
they are enabled to aoquire, so they should 
in like manner, make the most of it when- 
ever an opportunity presents itself. I am 
an apprentice to the surgeon of one of our 
largest metropolitan workhouses, and in 
latter part of my time, from which, np to 
the period when 1 entered the profession, t 
have invariably been allowed to examine 
and derive what knowledge I could from 
the cases contained in the ward appropriated 
to the male venereal patients ; but, will it 
be bettered, in the present enlightened 
state of the profession, when I write that 
the surgeon of the establishment refuses to 
admit me when he examines female cases, 
differing frequently from the disease in the 
male, in consequence of the difference of the 
parts, and, forsooth, because his sense of 
decorum bids him pronounce his “ veto.'* 
(t O chsstitas! O pristina tides!" Surely 
nothing can exceed the well-timed benevo- 
lence of this worthy man, in thus sparing 
the feelings of generally the lowest class of 
prostitutes, and, in conaequence, denying a 
stripling of twenty-one, who has paid him 
handsomely, to aoquire all professional 
knowledge, and who possesses an anxious 
wish to understand his calling, from witness- 
ing cases which tend to illustrate and afford 
to the student oorrect pathological data re- 
lative to this important disease. 

In begging you a sincere pardon for thus 
trespassing on your press and patience, 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

A Constant Reader* 
Oct. 28th, 1830. 

If the writer of this letter be of ma- 
ture age, we think the restriction Imposed 
by his mutter is neither sensible nor just* 
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CORRESPONDENTS.— BOOKS, 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications have been received 
from Mr. Morson — An Enemy to Humbug — 
Vindex— Mr. H. D. C. De La Motte— Mr. 
John Barrow — Mr. Williams — Martin 
Evans, M.D. 

Dr. Blicke’s communication shall appear 
next week. 

S . P . Yes ; but it must be done with 
caution. 

Chirurgicus . We are firmly of opinion 
that a member of the College of Surgeons 
can dispense his own prescriptions without 
hazarding the penalties of the Apothecaries 
Act. The chemist and druggist certainly 
incurs no riek at all. 

A Junior Member of the Profession . Out 
of the house from 60 to 80/. per annum, but 
such situations are very rare ; as indoor 
assistant, from 2C to 40/. 

Alpha . That state originates from such a 
variety of causes that it is impossible to 
give a satisfactory reply to his question in 
this case. 

If M, D . of Edinburgh will send his 
name and address to our office, his request 
shall be attended to. 

Scalpellum , on reflection, must be aware, 
that to insert, unauthenticated, such letters as 
the one he last sent, might be an act of very 
gross injustice to Sir , and if the prin- 

ciple were widely acted upon, would bring 
a scandal upon the press generally, and 
completely neutralize its good effects. 

The unfair dealing of which a writer sign- 
ing himself Salus Populi complains, sinks 
into nothing when placed in comparison 
with the disgusting knavery and jobbing 
which are daily practised in moat of our dis- 
pensaries and infirmaries. His letter is too 
general to produce a good effect. The title 
of the institution, and the names and ad- 
dresses of the underhand members of the 
committee should all be published. 

H, M. Such a party cannot recover in a 
court of law for medicines and attendance. 
He certainly is liable to no penalty for the 
mere act of sending in an account. 

' A correspondent says he cures the tooth- 
ach by putting two or three drops of 
prussic acid on a bit of lint and inserting it 
in the cavity of the decayed tooth ! ” He 
cannot be serious. 

The communication of Humanitas , or 
some remarks on it, would have been insert- 
ed, had not the letter been accidentally 
mislaid. 

An Inquirer . It is contended by the 
lawyers, that the Apothecaries Act has 
altered the law. We contend for the con- 
trary. The question has not yet been fairly 
tried. 


W'<.. 

Bibliophilus . The second vol unis', of Dr. 
Mackintosh’s Praotice of Physic was pub- 
lished a week or two ago. It is an excellent 
.work. 

The plates in question we have not seen, 
but original, drawings from the same hand, 
which we have seen, were neither well drawn 
nor well coloured. . . 

The Atlas isan able production. A. T.T.’s 
edition of Bateman is the most pro^br com- 
panion to it. 

The. works of Beck and Christison. 

A Wtbb Street Pupil, We are too muck 
pressed for space to insert the questions 
propounded by the Examiners of the Com- 
pany of Apothecaries. Nevertheless we 
feel obliged to our correspondent for bis 
communication. 

A Pupil is greatly mistaken in supposing 
that any such change iu our “ medical poli- 
tics” has taken place. The expressions to 
which he refers were the sentiments of a 
correspondent. It certainly never was the 
intention of the legislature to grant the 
powers which have been assumed, and a 
radical change in the government of the body 
is probably at hand. The principle, how- 
ever, for which our correspondent would 
argue, he must, on reflection, agree with us, 
is not a sound one, for surely the qualifica- 
tions of the individuals to whose care the 
health of the community is mainly commit- 
ted should be carefully examined. 

A Non-Medical Subscriber will find the 
subject at page 82 of Cooper’s Surgical Dic- 
tionary. 

We may refer H. F. to page 144 of our 
last Lancet. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 

Elements of Pathology and Practice of 
Physic. By John Mackintosh, M.D., Lec- 
turer ou the Practice of Physic iu Edin- 
burgh. Vol. II. Edinburgh : Carfrae. 
London : Longman. 8vo. pp. 467. 1830. 

The Pyramid, Prospectus of a General 
Cemetery, to be erected iu the vicinity of 
Primrose Hill. Thomas Willson, Architect. 
London, 1830. 

An Introductory Lecture to a Course of 
Anatomical Lectures. By Thomas firth. 
Surgeon. London : Limebeer. 1830. pp. 32. 


ERRATUM. 

At the close of the report of the London 
Medical Society in our last, page 220. the 
last line should have been printed “ and cer- 
tainly it would be rather too much to tell 
him that he had never met with a case of 
puerperal fever*” 
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H64ei~Dieu de Paris en Juillei et Ao Ht 
1830. Paf Pr. Meniere. 

Independently of the great political 
interest which is attached to the history of 
the Hotel-Dieu during the months of July 
and August, this hospital being almost in 
tlie centre of the field of battle, the above 
report is important in a medical point of 
view, and we think we shall obtain the 
Blanks of our readers for presenting them 
with some extracts. 

On the evening of the 26th of July, the 
day of the publication of the ordinances, 
the number of patients in the Hdtel-Dieu 
Amounted to 878 ; on the morning of the 
following day some disturbances took 
place, mud in the evening the fighting be- 
gan between the citizens and gend’armeg. 
On that night six wounded persons were 
conveyed to the H6tel-Dieu, and one of 
them died almost immediately. 

At the very beginning of the struggle, 
the medical authorities of the Hdtel-Dieu 
considered it necessary to discontinue the 
further admission of patients, except in 
urgent cases, and to discharge as many re- 
convalescents as possible, so confident were 
they that a serious conflict was at hand ; 
and owing to these wise measures, the hos- 
pital contained on the evening of the 27th, 
only 900 patients;* a great number of whom 
were in a state to leave on the first notice. 

During the disastrous fight on the 28 th, 
llO^wounded citizens were admitted, 17 of 
whom died on the same day ; the wounds 
were all from musket balls, cartridges, and 
cannon balls. Every- thing was immedi- 
ately done to assist the wounded, and to 
provide for the morrow. Thirty-eight con- 
valescents left the hospital, some of them to 

, • The average number of daily admissions at the 
Hotel-Dieu, is about 38. 

No. 377. 


take part in the fight. An additional num- 
ber of beds was placed in the different 
wards, and a “ service d’ambulance ” was 
organised ; a large number of old “ internes ” 
of the Hdtel-Dieu came to the hospital, and 
offered to place themselves under the “ chi- 
rurgien en chef/* and to share the service 
of their younger colleagues. A large num- 
ber of litters was distributed over the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of the hospital, in order 
to carry the wounded from the conveyance 
in which they had been brought, into the 
wards — a measure which was indispensable, 
as every wounded man being accompanied by 
a large escort of friends, they would have 
otherwise entered with him, and have caused 
great confusion in the wards. As it was ne- 
cessary to perform many operations imme- 
diately, one particular ward was destined 
for that purpose ; this plan was, however, 
soon found to be impracticable, as the num- 
ber of wounded rapidly increased, and the 
operations were accordingly performed on 
the beds of the patients themselves. M. 
Dupuytren performed nearly all the opera- 
tions himself, not only the greater opera- 
tions, but also such as enlarging of the 
wounds, extraction of balls, &c. A great 
number of wounded left the hospital after 
their wounds had been dressed, some to go 
home, but others to return to the fight ; and 
M. Menidrfe states, that ha saw more than 
one who was wounded, at two, three, and 
even four, different periods of the battle. 
From this day wounded soldiers were also 
admitted ; they were placed in the same 
wards with the wounded citizens, as there 
was no time to assign to them a particular 
ward ; besides, it was soon found that there 
existed no sort of animosity on the part of 
the citizens against them, and within a few 
days they were completely fraternized. 

After the murderous night of the 28th, a 
S 
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sort of armistice was concluded, which the 
troops employed in throwing their dead 
into the Seine, and in carrying their wound- 
ed to the “ ambulances,” and the “ H6pi- 
tal de la Garde;*' a great number of the 
most severely wounded was al#o brought to 
the Hdtel-Dieu. It was on* this occasion 
particularly that the citizens, animated by 
the most generous feelings of humanity, 
made themselves worthy of the greatest 
praise ; they themselves carried the wpund- 
ed soldiers to the hospitals, and evinced the 
snm care and attention to them, as if they 
had fought for their own good cause. 

After a short cessation of hostility, the 
battle recommenced, and terminated on the 
evening of the 29th ; on that day no leas 
than 204 wounded persous were received at 
She Hotel- Dieu, twenty of whom died be- 
fore any aurgical treatment could be adminis- 
tered to them. All the other patients of the 
hospital who were in a stats which admitted 
of their being conyeyed, were discharged, 
and 362 of them were sent to the Salpd- 
lriere and the Bicdtre, in order to make room 
for the wounded, the number of whom was 
expected to increase after the battle. Se- 
veral young surgeons were stationed at a 
greater distance from the hospital (the 
neighbourhood of which became by this 
time really eovered by litters, &c.)« in order 
%o assist such as required immediate aid, as 
iu case of haemorrhage, &c. ; others were 
sent into other quarters of the town, for the 
purpose of establishing ambulances for the 
temporary reception of the wounded, until 
they could he sent to the hospitals. Those 
of the wounded who could bear being con- 
veyed were carried to other hospitals ; 
others were removed to their homes, or 
into honses in the neighbourhood. 

About 400 wounded persons received! 
this sort of temporary surgical treatment at 
the Hotel-Dieu, and it is necessary to re- 
mark that these are not comprised in the; 
general report of the hospital. 

During the following four days fifty -eight j 
wounded were admitted, and their admission ] 
•continued for some weeks, but of course 
most of the wounds ware less danger- 
ous. The greater part of these were work- 
men, who found themselves unable to pro- 
vide for the expenses of a long illuess. 
During the same period, a great number of 
those who had received temporary treat- 


ment also returned to the H6tel TFieu, where 
they were further attended as out-patients. 

The total number of wounded, who were 
regularly admitted into the hospital, amounts 
to 3y0, of whom 302 were citizens, 62 sol- 
diers of different ranks, 21 females, and 
five children under fifteen years of age. 
Forty wounded died during the first three 
days after their admission. 

We shall new say a few #ords on the in- 
ternal organisation of the hospital, and the 
distribution of medical service, during and 
immediately after the revolution. Besides 
the five surgical wards, three medical wards 
which had been evacuated in the manner 
above described were destined to receive 
the wounded ; the surgical service was or- 
ganised by M. Dupuytren, under whom »U 
the surgical officers, not only of the hospi- 
tal, but also the old '< internes,” and other 
surgeons, who had volunteered their assist- 
ance, placed themselves ; the “ chirurgien 
en chef** immediately assigned to everyone 
his post and appointment, and it was ow- 
ing to the strict adherence to these orders 
that the service of the hospital was, dur- 
ing the whole period, performed without 
the least confusion or interruption; the 
morning visit, which generally took about 
five hours, was made by M. Dupuytren, and 
the evening visit alternately by his col- 
leagues, MM. Breschet and Sanson. As to 
the frequent complaint of the Hdtel-Disu 
having been crowded, it is sufficient to saj 
that in consequence of the discharge of 
convalescents and transportable patients 
on the evening of the 28th, the number of 
patients amounted only tp 77%, a number 
considerably less than can be accommodated 
at the H6tel-Dieu ; during the following 
days also, the number of discharges always 
exceeded that of admissions ; and the num- 
ber of patients in the hospital was, on 
an average, not more than between 690 
and 710; a statement for the authenticity 
of which M. Meniere declares himself re- 
sponsible. 

The diet at the hospital is rather indiffe- 
rent, and M. Dupuytren justly considered 
the present a very proper opportunity of 
making improvements in this respect ; orders 
were immediately given to the domestic de- 
partment of the house to make the proper 
alterations ; and it is probable that to these 
measures, and to the liberal contributions 
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pf the citizens themselves, the speedy re- 
covery of mapy patients at y be ascribed. 

Another want which soon became very 
urgent, was that of lint and linen, but this 
baa no sooner began to be known in the 
town, than large donations were sent from all 
quarters, particularly from the “ Dames de 
la Halle/’ the “ College Louis-le- Grand,” 
the hospices, and even from pther towns as 
far distant as Angers ; at the same time a 
great number of workshops was establish- 
ed in fhe neighbourhood of, and on the very 
place before, the Hdtel-Diea, to supply the 
wards with lint, bandages, &c. By such 
efforts, and lastly from the contents of the 
magazine of the “ ambulances de Tarm^e,” 
which was immediately given up by the 
provisory administration to the civil hospi- 
tyls, these wants were speedily supplied. 
Another circumstance which was extremely 
beneficial in this respect deserves notice ; 
the palace of the archbishop (which is qnite 
close to the hospital) having heen invaded, 
a report spread that it was to be plundered, 
and the furniture destroyed and thrown into 
the Seine. In consequence of this rumour, 
M. Breschet immediately proceeded thither 
with his apron (in his dress as hospital sur- 
geon), and called upon the people in the 
possession of the palace to carry every- 
thing that might be useful to the wounded, 
tp the HfiteJ; these orders were immedi- 
ately followed, and all the linen, beds, 
fjjrnitujre, and even money, was faithfully 
delivered to the. authorities at the hospital. 
Another incident connected with the arch- 
bishop’s palace must here be mentioned. 
Some of the people were going to set fire to 
the building, and others proposed to dig a 
large hole in the garden, and to bury there a 
great number of dead from the Place de 
Grdve, &c.; but as soon as they were re- 
minded that the execution of either of 
these plans might be injurious to the Hdtel- 
Dieu, they immediately abandoned them. 
In conclusion of this part of his report, M. 
Meniere mentions the honourable readiness 
with which the medical officers of the hos- 
pital adopted the proposition of one of 
their colleagues to make a collection for the 
wounded, which, within a few days, amount- 
ed to about six, thousand francs (2401.). 

We do not follow M. Meniere in his in- 
quiry on the nature of gun-shot wounds, as 
this is for the present foreign to our pur* 


m 

pose. We also omit entering into gtany 
particulars respecting the severity of the 
eases, snob as for instance that the citizens 
were more dangerously wounded than the 
soldiers, but that in the former the wounds 
were comparatively less fatal than in the 
latter, because of the different emotions of 
mind which were necessarily produced by 
the event of the struggle, &c. 

We give a short extract of some of tko 
most interesting cases 

A soldier of the Royal Guards received 
a shot a little above the temporal extremity 
of the eyebrow; the ball having traversed the 
skin and temporal muscle, glided along the 
skull in a semicircular direction till it came 
behind the ear, where it stopped : it was 
extracted by means of an incision. The pa-* 
tient went on very well, till all at once 
haemorrhage took place from the temporal 
artery, which was, however, soon arrested 
by the ligature ; this patient ia now reco- 
vered.— -A pupil of the Polytechnic School 
was stabbed m the right eye ; the instru- 
ment pierced the orbit and perforated the 
brain in its whole length, and of course pro- 
duced immediate death,— A deaf and dumb 
person, about 34 years of age, who had 
taken a very active part in (be fighting, was 
brought to the hospital covered with wounds, 
and lacerated in the most pitiful manner ; 
there was a penetrating wound at the tem- 
poral region of the skull, and there was evi- 
dently a lesion of the brain; he was largely 
bled and went on favourably, when secon-. 
dary encephalitis acceded and earned him 
off in a few days.— A citizen received a ball 
on the forehead ; he was brought to the 
hospital in a state of insensibility ; the skin 
was found lacerated, but there was no frac- 
ture ; when he recovered his senses he was 
quite blind, and it was only after a few 
days that the right eye became sensible of 
light ; the vision of both eyes was gra- 
dually but completely restored. — One frac- 
ture only of the clavicle was observed, from 
a blow with a musket, and curiously enough 
it was in 8 citizen who had recently been 
discharged from the Hdtel-Dieu, after re- 
covery from a fracture of the clavicle of the 
other side. — Two exarticulations of the up- 
per arm were made with success ; a third 
cose proved fatal, probably only because the 
patient objected to the operation being per- 
formed immediately after the accident. — A 
few severe cases or burns were also admit- 
ted. Some citizens had taken possession of 
a cannon, which they directed against the 
enemy, but in the heat of the moment they 
had put the ball behind the powder ; the 
cannon was accordingly turned, and the 
powder was scattered over the pavement ; 
tiie ball also fell on the stones, and unfor- 
S % 
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tuoately caused a spark, by which the pow- 
der took fire and burnt five or six indivi- 
duals. — A young man, with his pocket filled 
with cartridges, had a pistol discharged close 
to him, so that they took fire, and he was in 
one moment burnt from head to foot. None 
of these burns were fatal. — One case of am- 
putation of the index of the left hand proved 
fatal, in consequence of nervous symptoms 
supervening, which were probably caused 
by a violent emotion of mind. — In two cases 
both thighs had been traversed by the same 
ball without producing fracture, and in one 
the ball had even perforated both legs with- 
out even any lesion of the bone. — One case 
of tetanus only was observed, in a patient 
with penetrating wound of the chest; it 
seems that it^as principally caused by the 
frequent discharges of muskets and pistols, 
which continued for a considerable time 
after the fighting had ceased. Several 
cases were observed, in which the ball had 
passed through the neck without injuring 
any important organs, and some of them 
were speedily cured ; some, however, prov- 
ed fatal by haemorrhage, as was the case in 
a young man who had been shot through 
the neck, and was in a fair way of recover- 
ing, when, on the 12th day, haemorrhage 
occurred and carried him off within a few 
hours.— A boy of 17 received a large wound 
at the left side, immediately above the 
heart ; the ball, after having broken a rib, 
traversed the lung and the scapula, and he 
was apparently in a dying state when he was 
admitted at the hospital ; reaction, however, 
soon took place, and it is hoped that he will 
recover. — A voltigeur received a musket- 
ball on the occiput ; though it came in an 
oblique direction, it fractured and depressed 
the skull, and such was its force, that it was 
almost divided into two parts, one half hav - 1 
ing entered the cerebellum and the other 
remaining outside ; it was very firm, and it 
required a great effort to detach it; the 
patient died on the second day.— A young 
girl, whilst looking out of a window on the 
fifth story, received a ball in the breast, 
after it had penetrated the chest of a man 
before her ; happily she was thickly cloth- 
ed, else the ball would have entered the 
chest ; it had been fired at the distance of 
about 60 paces.— A soldier of the’ Guard was 
shot in the hypogastric region ; the neck of 
the bladder was wounded, and the ball en- 
tered a little above the anus ; the os pubis 
was fractured. Notwithstanding the ex- 
tent and the nature of the wound the pa- 
tient lived till the 30th day, when he died 
of inflammation.” 

With respect to the situation and effects 
of the wounds, there were observed to be,— 


fatal. 

Wounds of the head* 20 ...13 

face . . 17 6 

— neck .. 6 3 

— chest .. 20 10 

— abdomen 21 14 

pelvis 21 9 

Fractures of long bones 78 45 

Wounds of the thigh 30 0 

knee .. 6 0 

* leg •• 14 0 

foot .. 10 0 

— shoulder 9 0 

upper arm . . 8 0 

fore-arm •• 6... 0 

— elbow . . 3 0 

— hand .. 5 0 

274 99 


Besides the above number, eleven citi- 
zens died almost immediately after admis- 
sion, and their wounds were not specified. 
The total number of deaths is stated to have 
been 122 (which however does not accord 
with the above), 40 of whom, at least, did not 
admit of any surgical treatment. Of the 91 
wounds of the extremities without fractures 
none proved fatal, and it was peculiarly for- 
tunate that there were no penetrating wounds 
of the joints among them. The other wounds, 
which are not entered in the above list, 
were comparatively slight. At. the end of 
September there were but twenty wounded 
left ; the greater number of convalescents 
having been sent to St. Cloud, where the 
barracks of the Gardes du Corps had been 
appropriated to that purpose. 


Transactions of the Medical and Physical 

Society of Calcutta* Volume the fourth. 

Calcutta: Thacker and Co. 1829. 8vo. 

Of the thirty-three articles contained in the 
volume before us, a small number only re- 
quire our notice, the rest being chiefly on 
subjects of local importance, and such as 
can afford but little interest to European 
readers. 

We shall begin with the first paper, on 
lactucarium, by Dr. Graham, who caused a 
quantity of this drug to be prepared, and 
employed it in a number of cases with con- 

* At the Hopital Beaujon, a citizen was admit- 
ted with eight wounds of the bead, at one of which 
a piece of bone three inches long and two broad 
had been separated from the skull ; he recovered, 
and is at present in St. Cloud. 
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siderable benefit. It was obtained from the 
cogs lettuce just before flowering, by cutting 
the stem obliquely into a great number of 
pieces, and scraping off the juice from the 
ends of each with a broad blunt knife, by 
which it was conveyed into a cup or bason 
having a cross-bar and containing a small 
quantity of water. The juice thus collected 
was merely inspissated by standing for a 
short time in the shade, and then made into 
cakes with the hand, without being subjected 
to any other preparation whatever. It was 
given in somewhat larger doses than those 
which have been hitherto recommended, 
viz., from two to eight or ten grains, and 
was productive of very beneficial effects in 
several instances where opium and other 
narcotics had failed, or could not be borne 
by the patient. In this country the expense 
attending the collection of lactuoarium has 
been so great as alone to prevent its being 
brought into general use ; but Dr. Graham 
states that the above method of preparing it 
is already understood, in several places, by 
the natives, and that any quantity of it 
might easily be procured at a very reason- 
able price. In the appendix an account is 
given of some trials which were made with 
a quantity of the drug sent by Dr. Graham 
to Calcutta, and the results fully justify the 
commendations which he bestows upon it. 

The seventh article contains a very inte- 
resting case of diabetes completely and per- 
manently cured by bleeding. The patient, 
a military officer set. 40, had been ill several 
months, and was extremely weakened and 
emaciated, when he applied to Dr. Kennedy. 
His previous medical attendants had con- 
sidered his case as one of hypochondriasis 
and general debility, without being at all 
aware of its real nature, although he was 
actually at this time voiding from ten to 
twelve pints of inodorous sweet urine in the 
twenty-four hours. Leeches and a large 
blister to the loins, lime-water and subcar- 
bonate of ammonia with an animal diet, 
were first tried, but under this treatment 
the patient, though somewhat improved in 
spirits, evidently became worse, and the 
"■urinary discharge increased to seventeen 
pints daily. Although he was now still 
further reduced, Dr. Kennedy was “ firmly 
convinced that his only chance of recovery 
was in the bleeding system of Dr. Watt,” 
and accordingly on Sept. 20th began by ab- 


stracting twelve ounces of blood from the 
arm. The relief afforded by this measure 
was very striking, the headach whioh had 
previously been very distressing was almost 
entirely removed, the patient regained his 
former cheerfulness, and declared that he 
felt better than he had done for some years ; 
and the quantity of urine discharged in the 
subsequent twenty-four hours was only nine 
pints. On the next day, however, the quan- 
tity being again slightly increased, and the 
headach having partially returned, the 
bleeding was repeated with the same im- 
mediate relief as before, and five grains of 
blue-pill every other night, with a pint of 
decoct, a&rsap. daily, were prescribed. On 
tbe 23d the patient continued better, the 
urine amounted to only eight pints in the 
twenty-four hours, and the thirst hid alto- 
gether ceased. On the 24th the headach 
and thirst were again slightly felt, the quan- 
tity of urine for the twenty-four hours was 
eight and a half pints. Venesection was 
therefore again employed, and with the 
same good effect as on the previous occasions. 
Between this date and Oct. 14, the bleeding 
was repeated four times, and always with 
decided benefit, tbe urinary discharge gra- 
dually diminishing in quantity, and becom- 
ing of a more natural quality, and the pa- 
tient improving rapidly in health and 
strength, so that by tbe beginning of No- 
vember be was completely recovered. The 
sore from the blister on the loins wts kept 
open during the whole period of treatment, 
but there can be no doubt that tbe beneficial 
result was chiefly, if not entirely, owing to 
the abstraction of blood. 

Tbe following article contains a case re- 
lated by Mr. Twining, in which be succeed- 
ed in reducing a dislocation of the humerus 
in a robust and healthy sailor, which had 
existed fifteen weeks, no attempt at reduc- 
tion having been made. Gradually increas- 
ed extension with the pulleys was main- 
tained for fifty minutes, and during that time 
nausea and faintness were induced by a large 
dose of tartar emetic and the abstraction of 
tbij of blood. The bead of tbe bone was 
raised with considerable force from tbe 
axilla, and returned into the glenoid cavity 
suddenly and with a very audible grinding 
noise. The patient left the hospital only a 
few days after the reduction, and was then 
able to more his arm as much as, at that 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



stf* IPECACUANHA i 


early period, could bfi pttdently permitted. 
The following note is appended by Mr. 
Twining, and we may observe that atay in- 
formation on the subject Will be acceptable 
to us, as we know Of no other case where the 
bone has been reduced at so long a period 
after the obcurrehce Of the accident. 

** The patient, William Foss, returned in 
the brig Francis to Liverpool, and should he 
not recover the use of bis arm, it is probable 
that he will apply to a hospital for aid ; 
and any communication as to the degree of 
bis recovery Would be interesting to the 
Calcutta Medical Society.” 

The 14th article id by the same gentle • 
man on the Employment of ipecacuanha in 
dysentery. From the cases, of which a 
number SrO concisely related, this medicine 
appears to hare been most efficacious in the 
simple achte form Of the disease ; it waB 
not, however, considered it's by any means 
a substitute For antiphlogistic measures, its 
administration being always preceded by 
free general Or local bleeding, When the pa- 
tient was seen soon after the commencement 
of the disease, or at alatet period, When the 
BymptomS indicated the existence of Inflam- 
mation. It Wak invariably combined with 
extract of gentian, and was given sometimes 
even in twelve-grain doses, without induc- 
ing the least hhusea. The usual dose was, 
however, six grains, with four grains of the 
extract, twice a day ; in Some cases, Where 
the lirer appeared to be affected, it Was 
advantageously combined With blue-pill, in 
others it does not appear to have been ren- 
dered more efficacious by this addition, on 
the contrary, its godd effects were inticb 
more evident after the mercui-y had been 
omitted. In some cases, which are related 
by Dr. Mortimer Of Madras, the ipecacu- 
anha Was given much inotfi frequently, and 
combined With gum acacife instead of ex- 
tiact of gentian; it appears, however, to 
have been less efficacious in this form, 
though still of much service. The Use of 
ipecacuanha in dysentery has been long 
known, but we are not kware that it has 
been given before in this particular manner, 
or combined with any medibine Which has 
so completely obviated its nauseating ef- 
fects, without at all diminishing its bene- 
ficial action On the lower intestines. 

No. 15 is a case of stone, in which the 
rectovesical operation was performed by 


Mr. TWeedie, at Bangobn. Ills patient, d . # 
Mussulman boy nine years old, had "been. - * 
afflicted with the disease fbt about seven 
years. The stone, which consisted exter- * 
nally of the ammoniado-rnagnesian phos- 
phate, and Was four inches and a half in 
length and three and a quarter in circumfe- 
rence, was very easily felt from the rectum ; 
no staff, therefore, was employed, and the 
sphincter ani was not divided. From thh 
latter circumstance, and probably also from 
the smallness of the incision into the blad- 
der, though this is not mentioned, some dif- 
ficulty was experienced in the extraction of 
the calculus ; the operation was, however, 
completed in about five minutes. Faeces 
(and even a live round worm, asOaris lumbri- 
coides) Were passed by the urethra for more 
than a month ; in six weeks, however, the 
recto- vesidal opening was entirely healed* 
and the patient perfectly recovered. In the 
appendix, another case of calculus is relat- 
ed, in Which lithotomy was performed by a 
native, who, by hik own account, had ope- 
rated on about 150 patients, and lost only 
sixteeh. His method was that which has 
been termed the apparatus minor. His 
whole stock of instruments consisted of an 
old lancet, a small folding knife, and a piece 
of unpoliahed iron, about the size of a com- 
mon uncut drawing-pencil, having one end 
coarsely scoop-shaped/* and he was (t to- 
tally ignorant of anatomy, having no mtioual 
idea of the parts to be divided, nor of those 
which would have been endangered by a 
slip Of the knife. Notwithstanding these 
disadvantages, the calculus was Speedily 
extracted, slid the patient, i native boy 
seven years old, was going oh remarkably 
Well on the tenth day, after Which he was 
hot seen by the relater of the cash. The 
Aperation is thus described : 

1 * W ithout any preparation whatever, nay, 
allowfhg the boy to void his urine just be- 
fore commencing, the Operator proceeded 
as follows, having first gladly a&epted a 
double-edged scalpel as a substitute for his 
own knife, but refusing forceps of any kind* 

The patient having been placed on the 
knees Of his father, who was seated on tli<^ 
edge of & cot, with each hand pasSed under 
the ham of the same side, and the Wrists 
held, in such a position as to draw the knees 
as far upwards and outwards as possible,; 
the operator knelt before him, introduced 
the two fingers of the left hand into the 
anus, and with the right having roughly 
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pressed atfbve the pubes for a few seconds, 
brought the calculus to press out the skin of 
the perineum to the left of the raphe near 
the anus ; he then boldly cut down on the 
stone, .the incision running nearly in the 
same direction as that made in the lateral 
operation, and attempted to scoop it out 
very roughly with the bit of iron. Hating 
failed in this attempt, at our suggestion he 
slightly enlarged the wound, and then ex- 
tracted with ease a calculus of a flattened 
oval shape, and larger than a pigeon ’s egg, 
the whole being over in less than two mi- 
nutes.” . 

Two oases of hydrophobia are described 
in Nos. 12 and 16. In the one the extract 
of belladonna, in the othar tbe superacetate 
of lead waa tried ; both cases proved fatal 
under the usual symptoms. The belladonna 
appeared to hare no beneficial effect what- 
ever. In the second case, the patient, a 
native boy mtat. tea, appeared to improve 
under tbe use of the lead, and a blister to 
the throat, and was able to swallow water 
with very little effort ; unfortunately, how- 
ever, he was removed by his friends on the 
heeond, became speedily worse ou the 
omission of the medicine, and died on the 
evening of the third. Another case is given 
in the appendix, of a native girl, nine years 
bid, in whom a very evident beneficial effect 
waa produced by the administration of two 
large doses of opium; the improvement, 
however, was only of very short duration ; 
the violence of the disease soon returned, 
and she died ill a few hours. 

The twenty -second paper, by Dr. Mouat, 
gives an account of an epidemic cholera 
which Occurred in March, 1828, among the 
goldiers of a European regiment stationed 
at Berbampore. It came on suddenly, 
without any assignable cause, and lasted 
one month, during which time 27 out of the 
132 patients admitted into the hospital 
died. It is remarkable, that only the Euro- 
pean private soldiers, and some native ser- 
vants and bazaar attendants, were affected ; 
neither the officers, nor any of the sepoys at 
the same station, were attacked by it. The 
general phenomena of the disease were 
nearly the same as those which have been 
usually observed, but it was characterised 
by immediate and extreme collapse and 
prostration of strength, with little or no 
tendency to reaction. The symptoms of 
course varied in different cases. The most 


M 

usual, however, were “ purging, vomiting, 
pain or heat at the prmeordia, anxiety* 
spasms, restlessness, oppression ; cold, damp, 
clammy skin, collapse, failure of the pulse, 
shrivelled extremities, and urgent thirst.'* 
u The prostration of strength in every one 
was a marked feature of the disease. In 
three or four cases, tbe depression was the 
principal symptom on their admission into 
the hospital, as the slight vomiting and 
purging which they had could hardly be 
deemed a disease, though the eventual 
occurrence of cramps, the nature of tbe 
evacuations, and the argent thirst, but too 
fully proved it to have been cholera.'* 
A tabular view is given of all tbe cases 
omitted ; but as only the duration and 
event of the disease, the principal symptoms 
on admission, and the remedies employed, 
are stated, little can be learnt from it. 
Venesectiod, which was tried in forty-six 
cases, was of no benefit ; on the contrary, 
it is Stated that, in several instances, it was 
decidedly injurious ; and the author ob- 
serves, 

“ In no instance, with any of the above 
symptoms, however slight, or however early 
io the disease, did the flow of blood either 
rouse the system, induce reaction, or relieve 
the complaint. The blood either does not 
flow, or trickles from the vein, in the usual 
cases of cholera ; here, however, it has 
generally flowed freely ; yet, instead of the 
pulse rising, faintness, exhaustion, cold 
sweats, with increase of vomiting and 
cramps, have obliged us to have recourse to 
stimulants to rouse the vital energies." 

The treatment, therefore, principally con- 
sisted in the administration of large doses of 
calomel with opium, of magnesia and stimu- 
lants, as brandy, ammonia, &c., blisters to 
the epigastrium and bottles of hot water to 
the sides and feet, which latter with manual 
friction were found to be of great service. 

** On dissection it* many cases, very little 
disease was apparent. In some there was 
much congestion and vascularity, in others 
very little ; every case was minutely exam- 
ined, and with the exception of the vessels 
of the head, brain, lungs, liver, stomacb, and 
intestines, appearing turgid, and sometimes 
loaded with blood, there was nothing observ- 
ed worthy of record." 

The account of this epidemy affords proof, 
if indeed proof were wanting, of the justice 
of our observations iu a recent number, on 
the disease now raging in Russia, and of the 
absurdity of attempting to lay down any me* 
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tliod of treatment which shall be applicable 
to every form of the disease. 

The last article which we shall notice is 
by Mr. Raleigh, and contains an account of 
three cases of cataract in which the opera* 
tion of extraction, though perfectly well per* 
formed, was not succeeded by sufficient in- 
flammatory action. In the first case there 
was no reproduction of the aqueous humour, 
though the edges of the incision remained 
in close connexion ; the cornea slowly be- 
came flaccid, di$n, and opaque, and ultimate- 
ly the whole globe sank without any suffer- 
ing to the patient. In the other two cases 
a similar want of action was remedied by 
the application of pepper, and of a solution 
of nitrate of silver to the surface of the eye ; 
and a moderate degree of inflammation having 
been set up the curative process proceeded, 
and vision was completely restored. All 
three patients were natives, and each was 
about fifty years old. Though not robust 
they appeared in tolerably good health at the 
time of the operation. 


Elements of Chemistry . By Andrew F yfb, 
M.D.F.R.S.E., Lecturer on Chemistry, 
&c. &c. Edinburgh : Black. 1830. 8vo. 
pp. 1062. 2d Edit. 

[The first edition of this work was published in 
two volumes ; in the present edition the two vo- 
lumes are bound together.] 

Of the numerous systems, elements, and 
manuals, of chemistry, which have appeared 
within the last few years, that which is now 
before us is decidedly one of the best. In- 
deed we know of no work of similar extent 
which can be placed before it, either for 
general accuracy, quantity of information, 
or clearness and conciseness of style. 

The arrangement, which differs consider- 
ably from the order which has been hitherto 
generally adopted, is according to the most 
recent views of the first chemists, both En- 
glish and continental, the disooveries and 
opinions of whom. Dr. Fyfe has examined 
and collated with much diligence and in- 
genuity. Instead of dividing simple sub- 
stances into positive and negative, or into 
combustibles and supporters of combustion, 
he has arranged them as acidifying and 
alkali fying principles, and acidifiable and 
alkalifiable bodies, using the term alkali in 


a very extended sense, to denote -all those 
substances which are capable of forming 
salts by their union with acids. In the first 
division only two substances are included, 
oxygen and hydrogen. In the latter, chlo- 
rine, fluorine, azote, and all the simple com- 
bustibles, or electro-positive bodies. In 
this arrangement it is evident that in mu- 
riatic acid, hydrogen and not chlorine is 
considered as the acidifying principle, a 
theory which is certainly well supported by 
analogy, since, on the one hand, in hy- 
drocyanic acid, and in hydrothionic acid, 
or sulphuretted hydrogen, the former gas 
performs the same part that oxygen per- 
forms in nitric, carbonic, and the other 
oxy- acids; and, on the other hand, chlo- 
rine must be regarded as the base in 
chloric acid, and its compounds, with the 
alkalies, metals, &c., appear to be more 
analogous to those of the same substances 
with sulphur and carbon, than to the oxyds 
with which they have generally been com- 
pared. Of course the same arguments ap- 
ply in a still stronger degree to the 1 other 
two supporters of combustion, iodine and 
fluorine. As our object here is rather to 
point out the nature and value of the work 
than to give an analysis of it, which could 
be of little or no use to our readers, we shall 
not enter further into detail. We have 
only to state that the principal part of it, 
which contains some account of every 
known substance, natural and artificial, 
which, can be treated of in a work of this 
kind, is preceded by much valuable infor- 
| mation on the subjects of heat arid attraction, 
and some brief, but very instructive, obser- 
vations on light, chiefly in reference to its 
chemical effects, and followed by a long and 
interesting chapter on electricity and galva- 
nism, — by another, equally valuable, on ana- 
lytical chemistry, referring chiefly to the 
composition of mineral waters, and the ex- 
amination and detection of poisons, and by 
many useful and accurate tables, which it is 
unnecessary for us to enumerate. The ty- 
pography is, throughout, remarkably cor-, 
rect ; hut we know not why the author has 
chosen to write oxigen and oxid y instead of 
oxygen and oxyd, which are sanctioned not 
merely by custom, but also by the deriva- 
tion of the words. 
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MANSLAUGHTER 

COMMITTED A SECOND TIME BY 

JOHN LONG . 

At 11 o’clock on Wednesday, Nov. 10, a 
jury assembled at the Wilton Arms, Knights- 
bridge, to inquire into the death of Mrs. 
Colin Campbell Lloyd, aged 48, the wife of 
Captain Edward Lloyd, of the Navy. The 
jury proceeded to view the body of the un- 
fortunate lady, at her lodgings, No. 53, 
Wilton-place, and on their return the fol- 
lowing evidence was adduced : — 

Mr, George Vance, surgeon : I visited 
Mrs. Lloyd on the 21st October last, which, 
as I was informed by her medical attendant, 
Mr. Campbell, was about ten days from the 
commencement of her illness. Mrs. Lloyd 
informed me that she had inhaled, from a 
tube, a few times at Mr. St. John Long’s, 
and Lad been rubbed on the chest with a 
liniment twice ;-the first rubbing, she said, 
produced no inconvenience, but the second 
a sense of burning heat ; she stated that she 
was quite well at the time, and had not suf- 
fered any important indisposition for three 
years; from the. inhalation, it appeared to 
me that her tongue, mouth, and fauces, had 
eroded; on examining her chest, where site 
had been rubbed, I found a sloughing sore 
of great extent, which extended from the 
armpits across the chest in one direction, 
and from the collar-bones above, under the 
nipples, in the other direction ; in the mid- 
dle of this Sbre, the soft parts covering the 
breast-bone Were black and dead, but towards 
the circumference there was a little appear- 
ance of health, and the mortified parts were 
separating from the living ; the stomach was 
much disturbed, and she was in a state of 
great exhaustion and despondency,, fre- 
quently expressing a desire to die. In a 
day or two after my attendance, some of the 
constitutional distress subsided, and her spi- 
rits revived ; the dead parts began to sepa- 
rate more freely : no granulations, however, 
appearing in the clean parts of the sore, 
and the surface having become dry and 
flabby, exhibited the appearance of the dis- 
sected parts of a dead body. Mr. Campbell, 
a surgeon, and myself, removed masses of 
putrid flesh. The breast- bone was found 
bare, and I believe that if the slough had 
been freely thrown off, the cartilages of the 
ribs would have been exposed also. The 
deceased gradually grew weaker, and died 
on Monday morning the 8th of November. 
The application of some corrosive matter 
applied to the parts, which I found in a 
state of mortifipation, was the cause of her 
death. 


Mr, Brodie , surgeon, sworn : I saw Mrs. 
Lloyd last Friday week, with Mr. Vauce. 
The witness confirmed the evidence of Mr. 
Vance. J should think that any mineral 
acid, or arsenical application, would produce 
such an effect; 1 do not remember haviug 
seen the same mischief produced by any 
local application that had been used as a 
remedy, excepting in the case of the late 
Miss Cashin. 

Cross-examined : Jn some cases tire ap- 
plications in common use produce effects 
more violent than in other cases, and beyond 
what the practitioner may have intended. 

Mr. Campbell , surgeon, said: About the 
1st of October, Mrs. Lloyd and her family 
came on a visit to my mother’s house, and 
she appeared to be in sound bodily health. 
On the 12th of October l was requested to 
see her, as she was dangerously ill. She 
complained of pain on her chest, on examin- 
ing which I found the wound whieh has 
been described. Mrs. Lloyd stated to me, 
that she had consulted Mr. St. John Long 
for an affection of the throat, a few days 
before, and he told her that the affection of 
the throat arose from extensive disease of 
the lungs— they being full of small ulcers, 
and recommended her to inhale, which she 
did for a few days previously to her being 
rubbed at his house, which took place on the 
10th and llth of October. I have heard 
the evidence of Mr. Brodie and Mr. Vance, 
and concur with them in opinion as to the 
cause of her death. Mrs. Lloyd had no 
symptom whatever of disease of the lungs ; 
the wound extended twenty inches in length, 
independent of the inflammation which ex- 
tended over the abdominal muscles, all 
down her sides, over the hip and over the 
shoulder. 

Cross-exabained. There was no mortifi- 
cation on the wound when I was first called 
in to attend her on the 12th October; she 
then told me that she would not allow Mr. 
Long io come into her presence again, and 
from that day he never saw her. 

Captain Lloyd came to London with his 
wife on the loth of July ; Mrs. Lloyd was 
in good health ; she continued in good health 
until she became ill from the rubbing of 
Mr. Long. On .the 5th Oct. I accompanied 
her to Mr. Long’s ; she went on the follow- 
ing day, when she inhaled. On the 7th 
she inhaled again ; also on the 8th ; she 
went to him on the 9th, when she was rub- 
bed, for the first time, across the bosom, as 
she described to me ; on the 10th Oct. she 
told me that she had inhaled ns before, and 
afterwards was rubbed — as they termed it, 
“ rubbed out.” She became so unwell while 
the rubbing was going on, that the rubber 
was alarmed and went for Mr. Long, who 
did not come for some time, and when be 
did, he said it was nothing, and would soon 
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go off, which it did after some time ; but an 
odd sensation remained which continued 
during the evening. She passed a restless 
night, and on the morning of the 12th of 
October, on looking at her breast, it ap- 
peared to me that from lying on her back, 
wherever the matter discharged from the 
wound rested, it caused fresh blisters, some 
of which I cut to relieve her pain. A wicker 
cradle was made to place over her to pre- 
vent the bed-clothes touching her. On this 
day I called upon Mr. Loug, who expressed 
his surprise at not having seen Mrs. Lloyd 
to go on with her inhaling. On explaining 
her inability and great sufferings, he said 
that he would come in the evening, which 
he did, and found that she had applied some 
common blister dressing to alleviate the. heat 
and burning sensation. Mr. Long said that 
was wrong, and contrary to his practice, 
hut he would u rub it out,” which Mrs. 
Lloyd, exclaimed against, saying that she 
had suffered so much that she could not 
endure these parts being rubbed at all ; the 
very idea of touching them, even by herself, 
was excruciating. Mr. Long said, that the 
only thing necessary to be applied to the 
wound was old dry linen, to absorb. He 
then asked for a towel, and began rubbing it 
dry on the large black spot, as I suppose to 
absorb the discharge. Mrs. Lloyd said she 
had always healed any little blister by a 
simple blister-dressing ; and Mr. Long said 
he saw no objection to her using it, and 
then departed. 

[Theinauiry was here adjourned to the 
following day, when there was called — 

Mrs . Elizabeth Campbell , sworn and 
examined by Mr. Wheatley: I remember 
the day when Captain and Mrs. Lloyd came 
to my house ; I considered her to be in per- 
fect health, with the exception of a little irri- 
tation in the throat occasionally ; after she 
had been two or three days in my house, 
she informed me that she had been to Mr. 
St. John Long, and had seen several ladies 
inhaling there. She told me some time 
after that she had been rubbed; after she 
had been some time in my house I perceived 
that there was some alteration in her health 
— not, however, immediately after she had 
been rubbed, which operation, she informed 
me, was first performed on Saturday, the 9th 
of October ; she was quite well that even- 
ing, and in very good spirits ; she played at 
cards, and with her children ; on Sunday 
morning she still appeared very well, but in 
the evening she complained to me of great 
colduess and a shivering which had come on 
her ; she was, on this complaint being made,, 
put into a warm bed, hut she continued in 
that cold shivering state for many hours. 

Mr. Wheatley. Do you happen to 
know that she was rubbed on the Sunday 
morning ? 


Witness. Yes ; I was given to under- 
stand from herself, that she had been “ rub* 
bed ” on the Sunday morning. She never 
rose from her bed after she had taken to it 
on Sunday evening ; was removed to ano- 
ther bed ; I frequently attended her after 
that, and never saw any one in so much 
pain, or suffer so dreadfully, from the Mon- 
day morning up to the time that she died | 
her sufiferings are too dreadful almost to 
think of, and at limes she was rendered de- 
lirious ; she expressed great dread of Mr. 
Long, and, ns a proof, she always faitcied from 
her dread that he was in a large trunk in the 
room ; she often desired the nurse to lock it 
and hide the key. She suffered so much 
that Captain Lloyd went to Mr. Long, and 
he, in consequence, came to the house on 
Tuesday evening. Mr. Long said she was 
doing very well, and looking very well, and 
asked her what she wished to be done. He 
did not restrict her diet, nor give her any 
medicines internally. This was the last 
time that Mr. Long saw the deceased ; he 
called the following d?y, but the deceased 
desired that he might be told that she was 
asleep, for she would not see him ; she gra- 
dually became weaker and weaker ; her 
sufferings were beyond any one’s belief— they 
were dreadful ; she died November 8th. 

The reraaindet of this witness’s evidence 
fully confirmed that of Captain Lloyd. 

Mr. Vance put in the following report 
written by him and three other medical 
gentlemen who examined the body : — 

** The surface of the body did not exhibit 
any appearance of disease, except a gangre- 
nous ulcer on th£ chest, which we measured, 
and found to extend from one armpit to the 
other, a space of sixteen inches; and from 
the neck downwards to the parts below the 
nipples, nine inches. The mortified parts 
being removed, the collar-bone and some of 
the cartilages of the ribs Were bare. The 
body generally unusually fat. 

** On exposing the structures contained 
in the chest, the lungs were ascertained to 
be perfectly sound , free from any adhesion 
to the neighbouring parts, and there was 
not even a spot that could create the suspi- 
cion of disease either on their surface or in- 
ternally. The heart and all its appendages 
were also quite healthy. 

“ The liver, spleen, stomach, and intes- 
tines, as well as all the other structures in 
the abdomen and pelvis, were in a state of 
perfect health. On the right side the thy- 
roid gland was inflamed, and the structure a 
little changed from .its contiguity to a deep 
part of the ulcer, but the other part of the 
gland was healthy. On examining the wind- 
pipe, no disease appeared, but the portion 
nearest the ulcer was much inflamed on its 
inner and anterior surface, and its vessels 
were full of blood. The oesophagus, Which 
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became the tubjeet of 6tt particular atten- 
tion, ob account of the globus hystericus, 
was quite healthy, but a little narrow at the 
upper part, which we are disposed to con- 
sider congenital rather than a mark of dis- 
ease, as there was no thickening nor stric- 
ture. We hare further to add, that in our 
professional researches, we hare seldom 
seen a body that had lired forty years, with 
internal structures so generally healthy, and 
so fine in their proportions. The head, by 
the desire of the jury, was not examined, as 
it had neter appeared to be the seat of dis- 
ease/' 

Mr. Vance , in answer to a question put 
by the jury, stated, that coughs generally 
attended inflamed lungs. Counter-irritation 
moderately applied, and under certain cir- 
cumstances, was certainly not productive of 
harm. 

Cross-examined : A Common blister fre- 
quently produced mortification. 

After Mr, Campbell had shortly stated 
the treatment which he had pursued to- 
wards Mrs. Lloyd, and which was described 
by Mr. Vance as perfectly correct, the 
coroner read over the whole of the evidence 
to the jury. 

Mr. Wooler then said, that the present 
question was a very important one, as it affect- 
ed Mr. Long and the public. As such, he 
thought that erery-thing that could throw 
light upon it should be received. He was 
about to ask the court whether it would permit 
the evidence of witnesses, as to the nature 
and character of Mr. Long’s treatment. He 
did not mean to ask many questions of them, 
but simply two or three, in order to show 
bow perfectly innoxious it was. It would 
then be for them to say, whether blame 
would be attached to Mr. Long, if it had 
proved of so much benefit to others, aud had 
only failed in one instance. 

The Jury 'unanimously said here, that 
they thougnt such evidence was quite un- 
connected with the case ; and one juror in- 
quired if he were prepared to show that the 
same treatment and the Very same lotion 
bad been used towards the deceased as with 
all the other persons! 

Mr. Wooler said he could not call evi- 
dence certainly to that particular fact, only 
to his generafpractice. 

Mr. Wheatley said, that that question 
bad saved him a great deal of trouble. He 
observed at once how unnecessary such 
evidence was. The embrocation might be 
perfectly innoxious in one instance, and 
arsenical in the other. 

The Coroner observed, that if they 
allowed such evidence on one side of 
the question, they mast allow contrary 
evidence on the other, to show that the 
treatment had not proved efficacious* Be* 
■ides, he did not see that either way it 
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could apply to the present case, as they 
were only sent to inquire into the death of 
one particular person, and not the deaths or 
treatment of others. 

Mr. Wooler : Very well then, I shall 
only call two witnesses to facts immediately 
connected with the deceased. 

Mrs. Jane Maedougall : I am a relation 
of the deceased ; about ten days previous to 
the 4th of October last, one Sunday, the de- 
ceased came into Mr. Long’s, where 1 hap- 
pened to be at the time ; she said to me, in 
the presence of Mr. Long, that she had been 
suddenly taken ill in the street, and that 
she would be obliged if she might sit down 
in the hall ; she was so very ill that she was 
afraid to go further, and she did not wish to 
go into the bouse, as it would be said that 
Mr. Long had killed her ; she told me that 
she laboured under an affection of the throat, 
and that Mr. Vance had applied caustic to 
it; about a week after this 1 saw her at 
Mr. Long’s ; she appeared to be very much 
oppressed indeed ; she then went in to in- 
hale with the rest of the ladies : she after- 
wards went down stairs, and had an applica- 
tion made to her throat, from which Bhe told 
me that she had derived very great benefit; 
the following day, Sunday, she again came 
and inhaled, besides having an application 
made to the throat ; 1 did not see it, but she 
put her hand to her throat, and said to me, 
“ I have had an application made a second 
time here it might have been lower for 
what I know, but I thought it must have 
been there, as she had spoken of the ulcer- 
ated throat; she came up stairs immedi- 
ately after it, and told me that she felt better 
for the application. I myself have been a 
patient of Mr. Long, and have felt great 
benefit from the course of treatment ; I have 
always known those who *ere under Mr. 
Long much benefited. 

Cross examined: I have been staying at 
Mr. Long’s house for ten days with a cousin 
of mice; I have known him since last De- 
cember. 

'The colour of the liquid was milk-white. 

By a Juryman : The lotion Was always of 
the same colour ; 1 have been rubbed in the 
chest, but no discharge took place, unless 
the part affected was rubbed. 

By a Juryman : The caustic which the 
deceased said had been applied by Mr. Vance 
was applied about two or three years ago. 

The Jury said that this fact was very im- 
portant after what had been stated by the 
witness before ; they had thought then that 
the application of the caustic was only a 
short time prior to her going to Mr. Long. 

Miss Gei trude Smith , of No. 4, George- 
street, Hanover-square, was next sworn : I 
knew the deceased ; about two months since 
I met her first at Mr. Long’s, Harley-street ; 
she said she came to him for an inflamed 
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sore throat ; the witness then confirmed the 
statement of the last witness as to the de- 
ceased coming into the hall, and not wishing 
to go into the house, for fear that if she died 
it should be said that Mr. Long had mur- 
dered her. Witness then said, I saw her 
afterwards, when she hod been under the 
care of Mr. Long, and had felt great benefit 
from the treatment of Mr. Long. 

Cross-examined : I am a confidey tial friend 
of Mr. Long ; he does not tell me what is 
the matter with all his patients, but I asked 
him in this instance ; my sister and my 
cousin have derived the greatest benefit from 
Mr. Long’s treatment, the first, in fact, was 
restored to life by him ; Mrs. Lloyd appear- 
ed, when I first saw her, to be very bad 
indeed ; I do not think that she could have 
walked five miles ; she was not an emaciat- 
ed-looking person, but she was very pale, 
except when a hectic colour spread over her 
face; she walked accidentally into Mr. 
Long's house, I suppose, and she then made 
the remark about the murder [cries of 
“Quite enough, quite enough”] ; I know that 
Capt. Lloyd was a very great friend of Mr. 
Long [buzzes of surprise]. At the time 
that Mrs. Lloyd walked into the house of 
Mr. Long by accident, Mr. Lloyd w$s in a 
room up stairs. On a servant informing him 
of this, and the sudden illness of his wife, 
he sent word that she was to come up stairs. 
The deceased told me that she had not in- 
tended to come in if she had not been seized 
with illness. Mr. Long is not married. — 
This witness’s latter evidence excited a 
great deal of surprise. 

The Coroner then addressed the Jury, 
and told them that the time had at length 
arrived when it was their duty to take into 
their serious consideration the evidence that 
had been produced before them touching 
the death of the deceased Mrs. Lloyd. The 
case, in his opinion, could be brought into 
a very narrow coropasa. The matter, in his 
view, for their determination was, whether 
the deceased died a natural death, or in con- 
sequence of the gross ignorance of the medi- 
cal man who attended her* If he had been 
either grossly ignorant or inattentive, he was 
then guilty of the crime of manslaughter. 

[The Coroner said he would go through 
the whole of the evidence if it were requir- 
ed, but the Jury said that they were satisfied 
with what they had heard already.] 

The Jury after this retired for a short 
time, and then came in with the following 
written verdict : — “ The Jury, having atten- 
tively considered the evidence that has been 
before them, can come to no other verdict 
than that of Manslaughter against John St. 
John Long.” 

The Coroner then said, that in order 
that he might draw up the document before 


him pipperly, he should wish to know on 
what grounds they returned their verdict? 

The Foreman of the Jury said, on the 
principle of groas ignorance. They said 
nothing about inattention, aa there had not 
been time between the treatment prescribed 
and the death of the deceased. The Fore- 
man added, that they had drawn up a Pro* 
test, which they wished to be made public. 
Lie then read as follows : — “ The Jury, in 
delivering their verdict, think it an incum- 
bent duty on them, on the present important 
and melancholy occasion, of stating it as 
their solemn conviction, that the time was 
now arrived for the Legislature adopting 
immediate measures to prevent any further 
sacrifice of human life, by stopping persons 
from acting as surgeons who were not duly 
qualified to act as such.” — {Loud applause.) 

The Felon has not yet been taken; it is 
supposed he has quitted the country. 


MEATH HOSPITAL. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — Inclosed I send you the verbatim 
-copies of two cases which were admitted into 
the Meath Hospital, under the care of my 
esteemed friend Rawdon M'Namara, Esq., 
and which were transmitted to me by J. 
Harris, Esq., of Camden Street, Dublin. 
Should you, on perusal, deem them worthy 
of a corner in your talented and widely- cir- 
culated Journal, I think you will confer a 
favour ou the profession at large, by giving 
publicity to reports of such highly interest- 
ing and practically important cases. 

I am your well-wisher and admirer, 
Arthur Beetham. 

| Stoke Newington, 11th Oct. 1830. 


GANGRENOUS ERYSIPELAS. 

Case. — James Keough, a sawyer, mtat. 
34, became a patient of Mr. M*Namara in 
the Meath Hospital, in consequence of gan- 
grenous erysipelas, which destroyed the 
whole of the integuments of the arm, fore- 
arm, and a portion of those of the hand ; he 
was suffering from hectic in an extreme de- 
gree, with a quick, small, and very irregular 
pulse; indeed so far were the powers of 
life reduced, that the proposal of removing 
the arm at the slioulaer-joint appeared to 
many a very hazardous measure, an opinion 
that, I confess, I agreed in, seeing how small 
a quantity of blood, the loss of which would 
be sufficient to deprive such a patient of 
life, an opinion that was strengthened by 
the length and severity of two operations I 
had seen elsewhere performed. 

! The patient was carried into the operat- 
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ing theatre in Lis bed, on Saturday the 18th 
of Sept, last, and having been placed sitting 
on the side of it, Mr. M'Namara commenced 
the operation, by making a flap of the del- 
toid muscle, in the manner recommended 
by De La Faye ; he then cut into the joint, 
dislocated the bone, and finished the opera- 
tion by bringing out his knife behind the 
bone, making the inferior flap by one stroke 
of the instrument. The axillary artery, the 
circumflex arteries, and one or two incon- 
siderable 'vessels, were now secured, and 
the flaps were brought together by means 
of adhesive plaster and sutures. An ano- 
dyne draught was administered, though 1 
could not say that the patient suffered ex- 
treme pain either during the operation or 
after it ; indeed his sufferings were of so 
short duration, the cutting part occupying 
but a minute and a half, that 1 think 1 am 
warranted in saying, that amputation at the 
shoulder-joint is attended with as little pain 
as a common amputation, and (if I am to 
judge from the present case, which undoubt- 
edly was a good specimen of Irish surgery) , 
with certainly less haemorrhage, in so much 
that more than two ounces of blood were 
not lost on the occasion. It is also worthy 
of remark, that the axillary vein did not 
bleed. 

It is unnecessary to occupy your valuable 
space by a detailed account of the treatment, 
which did not embrace any-thing out of the 
ordinary course pursued in such cases ; the 
man has hourly gained strength ; the liga- 
tures have all come away ; and the wound 
is now, ten days from the operation, nearly 
bealed. There are one or two observations 
with which I shall trouble you on the pre- 
sent case ; and first, it is obvious how much 
the debility here may, relatively, he produc- 
ed by the presence of an extensively suppu- 
rating surface, over which the constitution 
was incapable of exerting any salutary con- 
trol; secondly, how little we should per- 
mit ourselves to be influenced by this appa- 
rent debility, which will certainly disappear 
as soon as its cause is removed ; thirdly, 
how Unnecessary the tying of the axillary 
artery or vein is, as a preliminary step to 
the performance of the operation ; and, , 
lastly, how uncalled for is the removal of 
the cartilage from the glenoid cavity, a prac- 
tice which has been adopted from the fear 
of the occurrence of subsequent inflamma- 
tion and disease, which, from a reference 
to this and other cases, I am warranted in 
saying never occur. 

(EDEMA OP THE LARYNX. — TRACHEOTOMY. 

William Kenny, aged 47, of a bilious tem- 
perament, admitted on the 16th Sept, stated, 
that about three o’clock on the evening 
before, he bad been attacked by a rigour, 
which was succeeded by sore throat ; that 


m 

revious to this he had always enjoyed good 

ealth, with the exception of a slight pul- 
monary catarrh of some years’ standing ; 
that at midnight he awoke, unable to swal- 
low ; his breathing extremely difficult, noisy, 
and accompanied by a slight cough. For 
the relief of these symptoms lie used a 
muriatic acid gargle. Present state : voice 
liusky in *be highest degree ; breathing 
deep, slow, remarkably loud, and attended 
with considerable mflco-sibilous r&le, cough, 
accompanied with mucous expectoration ; 
deglutition impossible, as far as regards 
solids, and a considerable portion of any 
fluid was even regurgitated through the 
nares ; the larynx very tender upon pres- 
sure ; 28 ounces of blood were immediately 
drawn from the arm, and he was ordered to 
take two grains of tartarised antimony every 
hour in solution. Noon ; breathing less 
loud; pulse 128, soft; skin moist; has 
vomited frequently some bilious matter; his 
condition, however, is not improved. Seven 
o’clock p.m.; oppression of breathing so 
great, that the patient expressed himself 
incapable of existing ; cough troublesome ; 
stridulous respiration increased consider- 
ably ; pulse quick ; extremities cold ; upper 
part of the body bedewed with sweat ; in- 
teguments of the neck considerably swollen 
from oedema ; deglutition entirely obstruct- 
ed. On examining the fauces, Mr. M*Na- 
mara discovered a tumour of the size of a 
large walnut, formed by the iuteguments of 
the epiglottis, which had become (Edema- 
tous, aud from its situation capable of com- 
pletely obstructing deglutition whenever the 
patient made an effort to swallow; it did 
not, however, obstruct respiration, inas- 
much as it stood erect in the fauces, and 
could not be laid down upon the rima glot- 
tidis ; it however followed the motion of the 
tongue, and thus became an impediment to 
deglutition when that organ was moved 
backwards, occupying the pharynx, render- 
ing it impossible for food to pa98 downwards. 
Considering that the integuments of the 
other parts of the larynx were in the same 
state, and the man must be suffocated if 
some effort were not made to admit air to 
the lungs, Mr. M‘Namaia determined upon 
performing the operation of tracheotomy im- 
mediately. The patient having been pro- 
perly placed, and the usual incision made 
in the integuments, the trachea was now 
laid bare at a depth of fully two inches and 
a half below the surface ; to such an extent 
had the oedema proceeded ; the tube was 
easily perforated, but on endeavouring to 
turn the knife in order to enlarge the wound' 
by dividing the cartilages, he found it im- 
possible, without risking the breaking of 
the instrument, as they were ossified ; he 
therefore enlarged the wound with a pair of 
scissors, the rings of the trachea giving au- 
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dible evidence of their ossification on being 
cut through ; there was not any bleeding of 
consequence during the operation, and the 
man was put to bed expressing how com- 
pletely he felt himself relieved. He was 
ordered four grains of calomel every second 
hour, and to inhale the steam of wdrm water 
during the night. 

17. The patient breathed partly through 
the wound and by the larynx; \he crouppr 
sound of respiration lessened, and degluti- 
tion gradually improved ; swelling of the 
epiglottis much less; pulse 112 ; respira- 
tion 24 ; skin moist ; bowels moved ; no 
thirst; tongue clean, and no appearance of 
ptyalism, though half a drachm of calomel 
had been taken during the night. Repeat 
the calomel. A silver tube was placed in 
the wound. 

18. The respiration was natural; the 
tongue clean ; pulse 90; bowels moved three 
times ; the epiglottis has subsided to its 
natural size ; integuments of the neck also 
much less ; li&d some sleep during tbe 
night; tbe calomel was now discontinued, 
and he was ordered a draught, consisting of 
an ounce of the infysion of roses, a drachm 
of Epsom salts, and the same of tincture of 
jalap. 

It is unnecessary to report further on this 
case, inasmuch as he is rapidly improving, 
complaining of no inconvenience but what 
results from the soreness of bis mouth. The 
tube he occasionally introduces himself, 
and there is every reason to think that he 
will be able shortly to relinquish it alto- 
gether ; nor need I impress upon you, Mr. 
Editor* the advantage of an early operation 
in cases of oedema of the larynx. 


DUBLIN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. 

DliGBACEFOL BY-LAWS.— PATRIOTIC RESIG- 
NATION OF MR. CABM1CHASL, 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— In my reply to the unfounded attack 
upon Mr. Carmichael, on account of his wise 
and laudable exertions to improve the sys- 
tem of government in the Irish College of 
Surgeons, inserted in your 355th number, I 
stated in proof of that gentleman’s liberality 
that he was engaged at the time I wrote, in 
an attempt to annul the disgraceful system 
of by-laws, enacted by a faction in the name 
of the College, respecting the qualifications 
of candidates for examination, which were 
so constructed as to force every pupil to 
become an apprentice for reasons too obvi- 
ous to require explanation. This barefaced 
attempt to turn the liberal provisions of a 
charter into a source of private emolument. 


mb. CARMICHAEL 

met with the lashing it deserved in your in- 
dependent publication, and Dr. Johnson 
also, in his quarterly journal, designated 
this code of laws, a disgrace to the nine- 
teenth century. I mentioned in my reply 
alluded to, that knowing well the material 
of which the present reigning faction of the 
College is composed, and the lamentable 
indifference of others, I was not very sanr 
guine as to Mr. Carmichael’s success; and 
I promised to let you know the result, which 
I now proceed briefly to do, merely stating 
facts without either note or comment, upon 
matters which speak for themselves, 
i The committee deputed by the College 
l on the motion of Mr. Carmichael, to recon- 
sider the by-laws in question, consisted, 
with the exception of that gentleman, of the 
same individuals who originally framed them, 
an arrangement which was not of a very 
promising appearance. 

The committee frequently met, but pro- 
ceeded at the pace of a snail, for the first 
question to be decided included the very 
pith* and marrow of their bylines*; via., 
whether or not the precisely same system 
of education and the same expenses should 
be imposed upon both apprentices and non- 
apprentices, This was at length determined 
in committee in the negative, notwithstand- 
ing the unanswerable arguments of Mr. 
Carmichael and Mr.Harrison. The former* 
as a last effort, then applied to the College 
to have the committee enlarged. At a meet- 
ing of the College convened for the purpose 
of taking his request into consideration, it 
was refused on pretence of irregularity, 
which induced Mr. Carmichael to resign his 
seat as a member of the committee, stating 
that he considered the business of it to be al- 
ready at an end, and that any further attempt 
on his part to repeal the obnoxious by-laws 
must be unavailing, since tbe meeting did 
not deem it right to augment tbe committee. 

On the 22nd of July the committee made 
its report after sitting several months, and 
it may be said, virtually confirmed the by- 
laws as they previously existed ; for altera- 
tions such as» that iu place of the word 
“ hospital, ** “ some hospital or county infir- 
mary ” be inserted, and other fiddle faddle 
of the same description, could only be pro- 
pounded to blink the question. 

Tliis report having been received and 
agreed to by the College, it met again on 
the 16th of September to confirm or reject 
the proposed alterations, when, on the 
question being put, Mr. Harrison, whose 
liberal and strenuous exertions to abrogate 
these abominable lawa cannot be tqo highly 
extolled, moved as an amendment, “That 
the apprentice shall lay before the court a 
letter or certificate from his master, stating 
that he has attended the surgical practice of 
a hospital or county infirmary j that he has 
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*lao attended Jetf urep on anatomy and sur- 
gery, practice of physic, chemistry, materia 
medics, midwifery, and medical jurispru- 
dence, and that he has also attended demon- 
strations and dissections, and pursued bis 
professional education conformably to his 
master’s directions.” 

This, however, was negatived, as well as 
the following addition of Mr. Carmichael, 
“ That the court of censors be requested to 
issue annually to the members and licen- 
tiates a circular letter, notifying that the 
court will expect that all apprenticed pupils 
shall conform to the routine of education 
Hid down for non-apprentices, but that, as 
a regular apprenticed pupil has the advan- 
tage of the master’s instructions, the same 
number of certificates may not be required 
as for non-apprentices.” This amendment 
was negatived by 18 to 12. Even this mo- 
derate improvement, which may be consi- 
dered in the light of an apology fpr the ap- 
parent partiality of the by-laws, the meeting 
had not the good sense to adopt, and it 
finally received and confirmed the report of 
the committee, and thus ratified the conti- 
nuance of the obnoxious by-laws, without 
any beneficial alteration. I shall conolude 
this statement of facts, by annexing a copy 
of a latter from Mr. Carmichael to tfie Pre- 
lident of the College, resigning his seat in 
the cpurt of assistants, which was read at 
the last quarterly meeting held on the 1st 
of this mouth. 

“ Rutland Square, Nov. 1st, 1850. 

“ Sir, — I deeply regret that the by-laws 
respecting the qualifications of candidates 
for letters testimonial, have been confirmed 
by the College at its last meeting, although 
during a protracted discussion of several 
days, sufficient facts and reasonings were 
adduced to convince any unprejudiced mind 
of their partiality, injustice, and direct vio- 
lation of the spirit of our charter. I there- 
fore, Sir, feel myself under the necessity of 
resigning «ay seat as a member of the Court 
of Assistants ; for, to hold office after the 
failure of every possible exertion to repeal 
those obnoxious by-laws, would be justly 
considered a tacit approval of their continu- 
ance, and of the councils by which the Col- 
lege has been for some time directed, and 
which, to say the least, I cannot consider 
but as short-sighted, imprudent, and direct- 
ly opposed to the honour and dignity of tl\e 
College, which every member on admission 
pledges himself publicly and solemnly to 
uphold to the best of his abilities. 

“ Our new charter has opened two distinct 
roads by which a license to practise sur- 
ery in Ireland can be obtained ; the one 
y apprenticeship and conformity to a cer- 
tain system of educatiou, which, in the 
words of the charter, is to be “ hereafter 


laid down by the College;” the other 
merely consists in a conformity to the sys- 
tem of education, but without an appren- 
ticeship. Now the College has, in my ap- 
prehension, unfairly taken advantage of this 
unfortunate word ** hei'eafter and instead 
of laying Mown one system of education for 
both classes of pupils, has enacted a distinct 
system for each, and this is done in such a 
manner as must convince any disinterested 
persou who peruses the by-laws relating to 
this subject, that the object of the College 
is to discourage all pupils from entering into 
the profession by any other route than 
that of an apprenticeship. It therefore fol- 
lows that the non-indented candidate will 
enter on the ordeal of an examination, with 
an impression that he is about to stake his 
reputation and future prospects in life before 
a prejudiced tribunal, against whose pre- 
possessions he can have no other depend-* 
ence save the publicity of his examination, 
which wise precaution} however needful, 
will not remove from his mind a conviction, 
that he goes to trial before judges impressed 
with a belief that they will serve themselves 
by bis rejection. 

“ It was for the purpose of removing alto- 
gether these objections, that I moved for a 
committee to reconsider the by-laws in 
question, for I shall venture to assert that 
there is not a member of the College who 
has more at heart its true interests than 
myself, and it is with regret that I feel my- 
self compelled to resign all connexion by 
office with a body to which I must naturally 
be attached, were it only by habit, being a 
licentiate or member for upwards of thirty 
years, during twenty-six of which I suc- 
cessively held office either as a member of 
the court of examiners, or court of appeal, 
or as vice-president, or president of the 
College. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient and very humble servant, 
Richard Carmichael.”] 

The close and pungent reasoning of this 
letter, and its so unceremoniously holding 
up in their nakedness the dishonesty and 
selfishness of the faction, to the scorn of the 
College and the public, drew down a torrent 
of the coarsest and most outrageous abuse 
from Dr. Jacob, who was absolutely frantic. 
He did not make the slightest attempt to 
disprove a single argument in the letter, 
but recommended, 1st, that a vote of cen- 
sure should be passed on it, and, 2dly, (hat 
it should be returned to Mr. Carmichael, 
concluding with a prediction (uuder the 
irresistible influence of which I write), that 
it would be published in The Lancet in ten 
days — a foolish prediction, serving only to 
reveal that the jade is galled , and where. 
Why does Dr. Jacob wince at thought of 
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the publicity of Mr. Carmichael's letter 1 
He can reply to confute its calumnies pub- 
licly, and 1 (encouraged by his success in 
prophecy) predict be will not. A spirited 
and admirable defence of Mr. Carmichael’s 
letter by Mr. Harrison, in which he pledges 
himself to bring the subject of it again and 
again under discussion, had the effect of 
completely foiling Dr. Jacob's attempt to 
induce the College to censure or insult Mr. 
Carmichael, for having put on paper opinions 
and reasonings which he had repeatedly 
and as strongly enforced in person at the 
meetings of the College. 

One prediction more and I have done. 
The College has notoriously lost character 
by the disgraceful squabbling which lias 
taken place lately at its meetings, on the 
part ot men utterly regardless of, and ready 
at all times to sacrifice, its honour to the 
defence of their own perquisites. I predict 
that it will not recover what it has lost, by 
buffering to pass without censure Dr. Ja- 
cob’s frothy and vapid abuse of Mr. Carmi- 
chael, a member, who has so largely con- 
tributed to maintain and raise the respect- 
ability of the Irish College, by writings, 
which are better known in Berlin and New 
York than Dr. Jacob's are in Ely Place. 
Dr. Jacob expressed himself distressed that 
Mr. Carmichael did not present himself in 
person to offer his resignation and his rea- 
sons for it. Even here, however, Mr. Car- 
michael was right. He consulted his own 
dignity in declining to enter the lists with a 
person who could forget that be was a mem- 
ber of an honourable profession, and was 
ignorant of the use of such language as flows 
from generous principles and gentlemanly 
feelings — a forgetfulness and an ignorance 
abundantly evinced on the present occasion. 

I remain, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

A.B. 

'■ Dublin, Nov. 6, 1830. 


ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL. 
CLINICAL LECTURE 

DELIVERED BY 

Dr. elliotson, 

Nov* 8, 1830. 

VARIOUS CASES. 

HOSPITAL REGULATION RFSPECTINO POST- 
MORTEM EXAMINATIONS. 

During the last week, Gentlemen, that 
is, since the commencement of the present 
month, eight patients have been admitted, 


five of them men and three women. The 
cases among the women were, one of phthi- 
sis, one of epilepsy, and one of rheumatism. 
Amongst the men were, one case of paralysis 
of the wrists from lead, one of acute inflam- 
matory dropsy, one of colic from lead, one 
of chronic diarrhoea, and one of inflammation 
of the glands at the angle of the jaw. 

Since I last saw you, four patients have 
been presented, three women and one man ; 
among the former was a case of chronic 
bronchitis, one of rheumatism, and one of 
continued fever ; the man’s was chronic 
rheumatism. 

The case of chronic bronchitis occurred 
in a girl, and had existed two years, having 
arisen from measles. You are aware that 
measles often leave chronic inflammation of 
the mucous membrane of the bronchise, and 
very frequently give origin to tubercles in the 
lungs : in this instance the former affection 
was produced. By moderate diet — nutri- 
tious but not stimulating — an emetic of ipe- 
cacuanha every other morning, and a small 
dose of ipecacuanha and opium every even- 
ing, she soon got so much better that I was 
able to present her. The case of fever was 
slight, and yielded to the usual remedies. 
The rheumatism of the man was cured by 
mercury, and the application of a cold lotion 
to the parts affected when too hot. The 
rheumatic pains were situated chiefly in the 
knees and shins, and were so severe that he 
said he felt as if “ rats were gnawing and 
gimlets boring.” The affection was attend- 
ed with great heat, and became worse wh t en 
the parts were covered with warm clothing, 
or placed near the fire. An evaporating 
spirit lotion was applied cold, whenever the 
parts felt to him of morbid heat, and he took 
three grains of calomel and fifteen grains of 
the compound ipecacuanha powder every 
night, till bis mouth became sore, when the 
pains instantly left him ; and he continued 
a fortnight afterwards in the hospital with- 
out any return. 

There has been one death. The patient 
was a woman, and the case one of apoplexy. 
There was, I am sorry to say, no inspection 
of the body. It is much to be regretted that 
in this hospital we cannot inspect patieuts 
who die without having first obtained per- 
mission from the friends. Frequently a pa- 
tient dies here in whose case we have for 
months used the utmost efforts to cure or 
relieve, and make an accurate diagnosis, and 
then no opportunity is given of proving the 
correctness of the diagnosis. I am quite 
satisfied that if patients or their friends were 
informed that people would not he admitted 
into the hospital, except in cases of accident 
or sudden illness, unless permission was 
previously given to inspect the body in the 
event of death, they would consent to it, 
and it would be done as a matter of course. 
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Under the present circumstances, in a large 
number of instances, when permission is at 
first refused, it is given as soon as we offer 
money. But this is a bad habit, and I seldom 
yield to it. Again, in a large number of 
cases, the persons who refuse permission 
are not the immediate relatives, but mere 
acquaintances ; and though the former would 
consent, the latter urge them to oppose the 
measure, for the mere purpose of looking 
friendly, or exerting influence and being 
busy. It frequently also happens that pa- 
tients are never visited while in (he hospital 
by either relatives or acquaintances, so long 
as they are alive, but as soon as they die, 
ten or twenty persons come forward to pre- 
vent the body from being opened. I am 
quite sure that if it were made a rule to ad- 
mit none (except indeed urgent cases) but 
with the understanding that they should be 
opened if they died, it would be cheerfully 
assented to. I am satisfied that the public 
feeling would change on the subject,— that 
the world might be brought to consider that 
we had not paid proper respect to the de- 
ceased unless we had ascertained by exami- 
nation after death, the precise nature and 
cause of the complaint, and communicated 
the true state of the inside to the friends. 
This is always done in the case of the highest 
personage of the kingdom ; and every soldier 
is opened, and whatever may be the part of 
the world in which he may have died, an 
account of the inspection is transmitted to 
the army medical board at Woolwich. Un- 
fortunately, many do not distinguish be- 
tween dissection and inspection — do not 
Know that while dissection means cutting 
bp piece by piece, inspection is merely 
making a cut, looking in, and sewing the cut 
np again. Whenever 1 die I hope to be 
carefully inspected. 


FEIGNED CONVULSIVE DISEASE. 

One patient has been expelled who was 
admitted during the last mouth, and whom 
I dare say every gentleman saw. The case 
was that of a man who said he was 25 
years old, and that he had been ill five months 
only. His complaint, or his alleged com- 
plaint, was a violent agitation of the body 
whenever he attempted to stand. When 
on his feet, be stood upon bis toes and kept 
going up and down in a violent manner, till 
he seemed like a frantic person, and was 
obliged soon to sit down from the violence 
of the motion, and the moment he sat down 
again, his feet began to beat rapidly on the 
floor. I never saw a case of this kind before, 
and strongly suspected from the first, as 
every one must whosawhim, that this state- 
ment was mere fudge, and that he was an 
impostor. On making inquiry into the his- 
tory of the alleged complaint, he informed 
me that after having got dead drunk one 
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night, he found himself the next morning 
unable to move from numbness and debility. 

That a month passed over and he- was no 
better, but on ?ny attempt to walk or to 
stand upon the lower extremities, either one 
or both, the whole person shook up and 
dowu in the manner I have mentioned, and 
that when sitting still he had scarcely power 
j to move his legs ; that he usually felt cold and 
benumbed, and frequently trembled; that 
bis bead ached, and he suffered from giddi- 
ness and dimness of sight, and uneasiness in 
the praoordia ; that be often sighed deeply, 
and at one time was nnable to retain his 
farces or urine. Much of this account might 
be true or not true, and could not be verified, 
but depended entirely on bis own state- 
ment. All that I could learn from observa- 
tion was, that whenever he attempted to 
stand he raised himself upon his toes, his 
body went up and down till he was obliged 
to sit, and then bis feet beat rapidly upon 
the ground for a few moments. But although 
I did witness these motions, I had no proof 
that they were involuntary. I never saw a 
case of this kind before, but the forms 
which convulsive diseases assume are so 
very various, that I did not think it right 
to say decidedly that the man was an im- 
postor. A complaint of the kind may be 
possible, although so rare as never to have 
been read of or seen by me. Of course I 
began to treat it as a real convulsive disease, 
intending to make my observations as LjMro- 
ceefl® I accordingly ordered him naffean Sv 
ounce^of the subcarbonate of iron to be 
every six hours ; the cold shower-bath to be 
used every day, and electricity to the loins 
and lower extremities every day also. He 
very soon, however, began to behave like an 
impostor. For first of all be complained that 
he was so very weak that he could not live 
without having some porter ; so l gratified 
him and allowed him a pint a day. Soon 
after lie said that the shower-bath made 
liim ill for the rest of the day, and he parti- 
cularly wished it to be discontinued. So 
this was omitted. He then complained that 
the electricity, which was given in shocks, 
for that is the best mode either of curing the 
disease or detecting imposition, caused him 
the most dreadful sufferings, and lie wished 
it not to be used every day. So I directed 
that he should receive shocks one day and 
sparks the other. But still I could not please 
him. He next declared that he could not 
eat the meat of the hospital ; that he did 
not like boiled meat ; and in accordance 
with his wish, I ordered his meat to be fried. 

He then said that it was not good fried when 
it had been boiled first. I knew that the 
middle of the joints of meat are sufficiently 
underdone to bear frying or broiling, and had 
therefore ordered these parts to be broiled 
for bim. He begged instead to have mutton 
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cbopa cooked expressly for himself. So 
mutton chops I allowed him. Yet this 
would not do, for soon after, he complained 
that he had no appetite, so 1 gave him the 
compound infusion of gentian to create him 
an appetite for his mutton chops, but even 
then I could not content him. He wanted 
to go out for two days, having been in the 
hospital a fortnight, and I suppose that most 
men in good health, and eating mutton chops, 
drinking porter, and taking no exercise, and 
remaining in the house for a month, would 
be desirous of going out and taking the in- 
dulgences of other people. So this I allow- 
ed him also, and he alleged a very plausible 
reason for the request ; he said that he was 
in receipt of a pension, and that it was ne- 
cessary he should show himself once in three 
months to receive it; that he should lose it 
if any three months expired without his 
doing so. But as the money was to be re- 
ceived in the city I thought that half a day 
Was quite enough, and so I told him, but he 
replied that as he could not walk, he should 
he obliged to go to a friend to borrow half 
a guinea for a coach, and after that should 
be obliged to go to another friend of his, a 
cook who resided at Limehouse, who would 
have to swear that he was the individual to 
whom the pension was due. So I allowed 
him two days for his errand. But even all 
this did not content him; he was dissatis- 
fied with the people in the ward, and with 
thedrister, who, he said, looked too shai^Tafter 
him ; and he also accused a nurse of having 
stolen eighteen pence from him, and he be- 
haved altogether so ill, that the steward 
very properly expelled him. The eighteen 
pence was afterwards found under his bed. 

Now, all these were strong presumptive 
arguments of imposition ; for if the man had 
really been suffering under a complaint which 
incapacitated him from moving from one 
part of the room to another without the help 
of others, he certainly would have submitted 
to the inconvenience of the shower-bath, to 
electricity every day, and would have been 
contented with the hospital diet, and not 
have asked first for porter and then for mut- 
ton chops, with the clean, healthy, moist 
tongue which he always had ; all this looked 
very suspicious. I have since understood 
that he had been in another hospital, where 
he had given a different account of the dura- 
tion and origin of his disease, and had been 
turned out on account of his discontented, 
troublesome behaviour. After leaving us, 
I hear he went to another the very same 
day, where he now is. What is singular, 
and adds to my suspicion, is, that under the 
use of the electricity, the carbonate of iron, 
and the good living, he mended, so that 
from having at first been thrown into a vio- 
lent agitation on standing, he could at last, 
with a little assistance, walk up and down 


the ward, merely going gently up and down 
as he walked. But notwithstanding this im- 
provement, witnessed by me more and more 
up to last Tuesday, I am informed that at the 
other hospital he presented himself for ad- 
mission on the Wednesday, with the same 
degree of agitation up and down, which he 
exhibited when he applied for admission 
here. Now of course as he had been pro- 
gressively mending from his admission on 
the 20th of October up to last Tuesday, the 
2nd of November, it is not probable that 
twenty-four hours brought him back again 
into his old state ; but if he was au impostor 
he obviously would at once again exbibit the 
complaint in its original severity, and make, 
himself appear as bad as possible, that he 
might secure his admission. That he pre- 
tended to improve was, no doubt, tbat he 
might be more and more spared the electrio. 
shocks, and he invariably grumbled, and tor- 
mented the gentleman who electrified him, 
the whole time of its administration. Be- 
sides, when he first came in, I endeavoured 
to ascertain whether the agitation was real 
or not, and I knew that if the motions were 
voluntary he could not long continue them* 
Therefore I had him supported between two 
men, and made to stand. . He, qf course, 
moved up and down with the greatest vio- 
lence, but was soon fatigued and begged leave 
to sit down. I ordered the men still to 
support him that the motion might continue. 
He went on more and more violently. He 
looked like one tormented by fiends, and his 
eyes started. He was breathless, and pite- 
ously implored me to let him sitdown. Now 
if the .motions were voluntary, it plainly 
would have been impossible for him to con- 
tinue them long, and he would make such a 
fuss as this in the hope pf being allowed to 
rest. If they were involuntary, the con- 
tinued standing might aggravate them to 
this degree. I adopted the former conclusion, 
because the beating of the feet on the ground 
after he had sat down always ceased in a few 
moments of itself, though his feet still re- 
mained on the floor. The motion up and 
down therefore, if involuntary, would pro- 
bably have ceased spontaneously after a little 
while, though he had still continued stand- 
ing. It was also very suspicious that he 
should select a motion which might be ex- 
cited by volition — for any one who chooses 
could do exactly as he did— and very sus- 
picious that he should select a motion not to 
continue constantly, or long, hut only in a 
certain position ; so that he need not be 
much troubled with it. The posture too, 
in which the convulsions came on when 
standing, was one constantly necessary to a 
seafaring mau, and he was liberated from 
them the moment he sat down, when for a 
few moments a different motion, performed 
by another set of muscles all fresh for action. 
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took place, tad then he became quiet and 
at his ease like other people. There was, 
moreover, no relation between the two mo- 
tions, although there was a good reason for 
having two kinds of motion if the exertion 
were voluntary. There is another circum- 
stance that looked suspicious. He was 
thoroughly electrified the day he came in ; 
I stood by, and shock after shock went 
through the spine. He was then raised 
from the chain, and he both stood and walked 
far better than at first, which was very likely 
to have arisen from his desire to have no 
more electricity that morning. I tried him 
in another way also, on a subsequent day. I 
asked a gentleman who was near the bed to 
place the soles of the man’s feet egainst/iis 
(the gentleman’s) thighs, and stand firm ; I 
theD told the man to press his feet against 
the thighs. He did so, and no convulsive 
motions followed. Now I should have 
thought that this pressure and exertion 
ought to have produced the same effect in a 
lower degree upon the limbs af when the 
man stood. Yet it did not. Observe that 
I do not even now positively pronounce the 
man to ho an impostor, hi|t my suspicions 
are tenfold wh$t they were when he was 
admitted, and I have a right to give a medi- 
cal opinion ou the case : that opinion is, that 
in all probability the whole is a mere fudge. 
It is also to he remembered that the man 
lias been at sea, and that sailors and soldiers 
excel all others in trieks of this kind, — they 
practise them continually, and have brought 
them to great perfection. On inquiring 
among my friends I have certainly heard of 
cue case a little like it, where the muscles 
of the ribs were thrown into violent agita- 
tion, and after a time disease of the spine 
presented itself, corresponding with the mus- 
cles affected ; therefore the occurrence of 
such a case is, perhaps, possible. But when 
all the circumstances now detailed are con- 
sidered, and when we reflect that he was 
continually laughing and merry after he had 
secured his porter and mutton chops, and 
escaped the bath altogether, and the electric 
shocks every oih** day, I think there can 
be little doubt upon the subject. 

[From an extraordinary press of matter, 
we are compelled to postpone the re mainder 
of this Lecture, until next week.] 


The superior maxillary bone, affected 
with osteo-sarcoma, was extirpated at the 
London Hospital on Wednesday last by Mr. 
Scott, one of the assistant surgeons. The 
Operation, we learn, was performed with 
much coolness and precision. We may find 
room for the report in our n$xt. 


TUP LANCET. 

London, Saturday, Nov* 20, 1030. 

Mb. Pavirs Gilbert hat resigned the 
chair of the Royal Society, and the pro- 
posed election ef another president has 
thrown the Fellows into a state of very dis- 
tressing commotion. All sorts of calumnies 
are freely circulated, and vituperative dis. 
cusaion is the order of the day. These strong 
evidences of violence end wrangling in the 
supposed field of science, have terribly 
alarmed the senile of both sexes, for it is 
conjectured that the people generally must 
be upon the point of breaking all the bonds 
of authority, all the rise of social order, 
from the circumstance of there being se 
much resistance offered to royalty by the 
calm and profound philosophers who consti- 
tute the Royal Society. There is no just 
cause for apprehension; there will be po 
improper resistance offered to royalty. The 
fellows have long since ceased to bp philo- 
sophers, and science will not be degraded 
or retarded in its progress by any presi- 
dent whom such a community of Fellows 
may think proper to pelect. The Seeiety 
has not left sufficient of character to confer 
honour upon any one, and it has sunk so low 
in the estimation of all well-informed men, 
that it has ceased to he mischievous. The 
body corporate must be purged of a very 
large proportion of the gross and incongru- 
ous materials by which its constitution is op- 
pressed, before it will regain any portion of 
that elastic vigour which# even in its in- 
fancy, forced the reputation of the Society 
into every civilized quarter of the globe. 
The Royal Society has evidently long been 
the arena for jobbing and favouritism, as 
many who have been elected “ fellows/* 
have not the literary qualifications of six- 
form boys. It may be useful probably, on 
a future occasion, to analyse the preten- 
sions of a few of them iu the pages of this 
Journal. 
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The gentlemen who advocated the re- 
building of W estminster Hospital at Charing 
Cross have yielded to the voice of the go- 
vernors so strongly expressed against the 
measure at the late meeting. Although a 
ballot was demanded, the “ removal*' party 
had the good sense not to attend, and to 
ninety -six votes for rebuilding the hospital 
upon its own freehold, there was only one 
for erecting it at Charing Cross. We rejoice 
that an affair which at one time had pro- 
duced no very friendly feeling amongst a 
number of gentlemen who were all equally 
anxious for the welfare and continued utility 
of the institution, should have terminated so 
amicably. The withdrawal of the ‘ * removal ” 
party from further opposition, tends satis- 
factorily to show that their conduot has not 
been influenced by sinister motives. 

A highly respectable and intelligent cor- 
respondent, who has strenuously advocated 
the Charing Cross side of the question, judi- 
ciously asks, 

«* As the matter is decided quoad Charing 
Cross, what is now to be done ? I for one 
protest against further agitation of the re- 
moval. There is no site other than our 
own freehold, to which the only substantial 
objection that existed to the site of Charing 
Cross does not apply. A new site, when- 
ever obtained, must be paid for ; besides, 
we are not in favour with the Woods and 
Forests; and witli what reception is another 
mendicant deputation for a site near the 
Abbey, or attached to St. James's Park, 
likely to meet? Is there now more union 
and energy to be expected on onr part- 
more than former liberality to give— or 
even more expedition to answer on the part 
of the Treasury, or of the amiable Board of 
Commissioners of Woods and If orests and 
Land Revenues? Time presses. Your power- 
ful pen, Mr. Editor, greatly contributed to 
our late unfortunate and most unwise deter- 
mination. I call on you, then, to do what 
you can towards repressing the spirit of 
* agitation ;* fostering that of unanimity, 
and infusing into our councils that business: 

• like activity and disinterested zeal of which 
we shall hereafter stand so much in need, 
and without which it would be idle indeed 
to hope for prosperity under so many dis- 
advantages. But, above all, I call on those 
governors, in conformity with whose wishes 


the removal plan has been abandoned, to 
exert themselves. At their hands (for 
whose pleasure the interests of the hospital 
have, as I conceive, been compromised) the 
charity may reasonably look for indemnifi- 
cation ; theirs will be the reproach, if, as 
has been predicted, the charity should con- 
tinue to languish. Let them then make 
evident their philanthropy by extraordinary 
exertion, and I venture to affirm that, on 
the part of the removal party, they will find 1 no 
lack of zealous co-operatives.— C. M. R. S. 


A report of the most prominent of the 
facts elicited in the evidence given at the 
inquest held upon the body of Mrs. Li.oyd, 
will be found at page 265. It is impossible 
to feel pity for the sufferings of any silly 
creatures who may have placed themselves 
under Mr. Long, after the signal exposure 
of his brutality and ignorance at the inquest 
ou Miss Cashin. They deserve none ; at 
least they are not beings for whom intelli- 
gent people will feel the slightest compas- 
sion. They are not unworthy of their fate ; 
but for the reckless, brutal scoundrel, who 
has thus made a traffic in human life, in 
human blood, there is no language suffi- 
ciently strong to exhibit even the slightest 

traces of his villany. If possible, the case 
of Mrs. Lloyd is worse than that of Miss 
Cashin ; but, strange to say, killing, even 
if avowedly executed with a view to 
plunder, is not murder in the eye of the 
law. Therefore, although Long has been 
proved to have killed a second time, yet he 
has not committed murder, and, therefore, 
having killed Miss Cashin and Mrs. Lloyd, 
he has only, so far, been found guilty of 
manslaughter. Hence the felon stands in 
no dread of the halter ; but should he again 
be found guilty of manslaughter at the Old 
Bailey, that Judge, even if it be Long Pare 
himself, who may pass upon the wretch a 
sentence short of transportation for life, 
would assuredly deserve to be “ rubbed out’* 
of existence by the atrocious quack’s mur- 
derous liniment. A fine of two hundred and 
fifty pounds! This senteuce would almost 
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justify the impeachment of the judge. 
Where are now the quack’s titled friends ? 
Besotted boobies ! 


Caligula, when placed in comparison 
with the framers of the acts and charters, 
which are to be found in the statute-books 
relating to the medical profession, was a 
merciful and considerate law-giver. It were 
better to live in the most blind ignorance of 
the penalties to which we are hourly sub- 
jected, than to be compelled, for our pro- 
tection, to enter upon a comprehensive study 
of the existing numberless medical laws. 
Jn the work of Mr. Willcock alone, there 
is ample evidence to convince the most pre- 
judiced supporter of ancient institutions 
that neither the popularity, the respecta- 
bility, nor the utility, of our profession, can 
advance one step from its present position, 
if there be not a thorough, a radical reform, 
in the system of its government. Each 
branch of the profession has sought for mo- 
nopoly, and each, in too many instances, 
has been successful in obtaining it. The 
interests of the public, and the cultivation 
of the science of medicine, have not formed 
items in the petition* for corrupt corporate 
charters and fraudulent acts of Parliament. 
Each corporation, keeping a steady eye upon 
its own individual aggrandisement, has ge- 
nerally succeeded in obtaining an instru- 
ment, the movements of whioh have been 
invariably wielded to the injury of their con- 
temporaries. Hence the innumerable con- 
tradictions to be found in the various medi- 
cal statutes; so innumerable, that the study 
. of medical law is a species of torture from 
which the mind would be gladly excused, 
were it not still more painful, still more 
perplexing, to continue under the degrading 
tyranny of unprincipled bands of avaricious 
and relentless monopolists. Mr. Willcock 
has laboured hard to bring within a small 
compass the whole of “ the laws relating 
to the medical profession.” In this endfca* 


vtr 

voar he her been tolerably successful, but 
the opinions which Mr. Willcock has 
founded upon the various documents which 
he has collected, indicate, pretty dearly, 
the incongruous and dissimilar nature of the 
materials which he has brought together. 
They were too much for his powers of di- 
gestion, and many other barristers have 
proved equally dyspeptio under far less 
embarrassing circumstances. In his second 
chapter, on the “ present orders of the me- 
dical profession,” Mr. Willcock informs 
us, that, — 

“ The law recognises only three orders of 
the medical profession — physicians, sur- 
geons, and apothecaries. Chemists aud 
druggists also are noticed as persons who 
may make and vend medicines ; and it 
may be difficult to show that they may not 
compound them according to the prescrip- 
tions of a physician, or the orders of an apo- 
thecary; but they cannot, in any case, pre- 
scribe physic of their own authority.” “ The 
first class of medical practitioners in rank 
and legal pre-eminence is that of the phy- 
sicians. They are, by statute, Henry VIII., 
allowed to practise physic in all its branches, 
among which surgery is enumerated. The 
law, therefore, permits them both to pre- 
scribe and compound their medicines, and as 
well to perform as to superintend opera- 
tions in surgery. These privileges are also 
reserved to them by the statutes and charters 
relating to the surgeons and the apothe- 
caries.” 

When a barrister of eminence writes thus 9 
few persons, we should imagine, will have 
the temerity to contend that medical law 
does not stand in need of revision. The 
errors in the passages here quoted, are not 
less numerous than the sentences themselves. 
Mr. W illcock thinks “ it may be difficult 
to show that chemists and druggists may 
not compound the prescriptions of a physi- 
cian,” and, in good sooth, we should think 
so too, considering that in the twenty- 
eighth clause of the 55th Geo. III., it is ex- 
pressly laid down that, — 

“ All persons using or exercising the trade 
of chemist or druggist, shall use, or carry on 
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the said trade q* bnainess im mdi manner, 
end as fully and .amply, to all intents and 
’purposes, as the said trade or business 
was used, exercised, or carried on, by che- 
mists and druggists before the passing of 
this tfct, and that nothing iq this act con- 
tained shall extend, or be construed to ex- 
tend, to-prejudice, or in any way to affect, 
the trade or business of a chemist and drug- 
gist, in the buying, preparing-, compounding , 
dispensing , and vending drugs, medicines,” 
&c. &c. 

. Hero it is clearly enough stipulated that 
the Apothecaries* Act of 1815 was not in 
any way to affect the trade of chemists and 
druggists. Their privileges were to be left 
altogether untouched ; and as compounding 
the prescriptions of physicians surgeons 
had, for a long series of years, formed a very 
important portion of their business, it would 
be “ difficult,** indeed, to show that they 
may .not now compound the prescriptions 
of physician*. " But/* say* Mr.WrLLCpcK, 
in the concluding portioh of thb passage 
already quoted, “ they cannot, in any case, 
prescribe physic of their own authority. ** — 
Why notl. This is another very obvious! 
error, m is deftly shown by the clause: 
which we have just quoted from the Apo- 
thecaries* Act. Chemists not only dispensed 
the prescriptions of physicians and surgeons* 
before the year 1815, but they prescribodj 
in their shops previous to that year ; and,, 
in numberless instances, they visited pa- 
tients. Thus, is fact, having invaded 
the territories of the apothecaries in pre-i 
cisely the same manner as apothecaries had 
previously obtruded on the provinces of the 
.physicians. Therefore it is quite dear that 
.all the privileges and immunities df the; 
-chemists and druggists retoam Unabridged! 
by the Apothecaries’ Act of!8l5. Chemiatsj 
■ can compound, prescribe, and follow every- 
avocation connected with their trade, which 
they pursued before the 55th of Geo. 111. 
received the sanction of the legislature. 
Tor these advantages they are indebted to 
the Fellows of the College of Physicians* 


who, when the Apothecaries' Bill was in 
Parliament, strenuously exerted themselves 
on the behalf of persons with whom there 
had been long existing a co-partnership in 
the per-centage trade. It would have been 
an _ unjust restriction, probably; to de- 
prive the chemist of the right of com- 
pounding the medicines directed by le- 
galised prescribes ; but it certainly ia im- 
politic, unjust, and dangerous, to permit 
men, who have not enjoyed the benefits of 
a medical education, to exercise die pre- 
rogatives which, in all other instances, are 
alone swarded to the qualified practitioner. 

Mr. WrLLcocx nekt states tint the law 
permits physicians to prescribe and com* 
pound their medicines. This is another 
very palpable error ; for, strange as it may 
appear, the provisions of the Apothecaries’ 
Act unequivocally subject any physician to 
the specified penalties for dispensing either 
his own prescriptions or the prescriptions 
of any other physician, if he be not a licen- 
tiate df the Apothecaries* Company. In a 
word, neither a fellow of the London Col- 
lege of Physicians nor a graduate df the 
University df Edinburgh can fallow the 
business of ftn apothecary, avowedly as an 
apothecary, in this town, without rendering 
himself amenable to the penalties of the 
Apothecaries’ Act,' which distinctly declares, 
that it is the duty Of the apothecary to 
dispense, with exactness, the prescriptions 
of legally-authorised physicians. This is 
particularly mentioned as the trade, or pro- 
fession, of the apothecary*; and that, in 
order that a man should carry on this trade 
legally, he is requiredto serve an apprentice- 
ship of five years to an apothecary, and, 
subsequently, to obtain a certificate of quali- 
fication from the corporation specified in 
the Act. Consequently, there is tile gross 
absurdity of conceding to physicians and 
surgeons the privilege of prescribing fbr the 
J cure, or relief, of the most important and 
complicated of diseases, and, at the same 
time, subjecting each to a penalty of twenty 
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pounds! for mixing; and administering the 
most simple pill or draught. Mr. Willcock 
says, that these privileges (which they 
do not possess), were reserved to them by 
the statutes and charters relating to the sur- 
geons and apothecaries. No statement-can 
be more erroneous] for many privileges of 
Surgeons were taken from die physicians 
by the last charter of Geo. III. The deci- 
sion of the House of Lords, on the appesl 
case of Rose and Seable, conferred upon 
apothecaries the privilege of prescribing, as 
well as ef compounding ; and the Apotheca- 
ries* Act of 1815, not only confirmed that 
privilege, hut excluded the physician from 
any such advantage. The act and the de- 
cisions of -the judges agree in withholding 
fiom physicians and surgeons the right of 
exerciaing the trade or profession of the 
apothecary, — whether wisely pr not, will 
be seen hereafter. 

Such is the confusion that prevails on 
tihm subject, that the errors we have noticed 
are all to be found in one page, and are em- 
braced within a few lines of the work of 
Mr. Willcock, a barrister who has zealously 
laboured to furnish the profession with a 
perspicuous view of the tendencies and pe- 
culiarities of medico-legal enactments. > 

1 l V" - 

Beth lbm Hospital. — Minutes of Evidence 
taken by the Committee appointed to in - 
quire into the Charges preferred against 
Dr. W right, the apothecary and Super- 
intendent t and his Answer, Ordered by 
a Court of Governors, held Sept . 28, 
1&30. — London. 1830. 

We have this moment risen from the 
perusal of this evidence,” and the proofs 
of black malignity and foul conspiracy 
.against Dr. Wright are so manifest in every 
page, that we are almost choked with in- 
dignation. Merciful powers ! Is a man of 
character, talent, and spotless integrity, the 
father of a numerous family, the husband of 
an, amiable and affectionate wife, to have bis 


character blasted in a moment by the tes- 
timony of a pack of discarded servants 1 
Testimony, too, that has received the most* 
unequivocal contradiction from numerous 
gentlemen of high and unsullied chamber 1 
From the tone of the questions propounded 
by the committee, it may fairly be inferred, 
that it was not a committee that met to in- 
quire, but a committee that assembled with 
a fixed determination to condemn for their 
interrogatories, almost without exception, 
are. leading questions, all aiming at the 
same object,— to elicit proof of the gviH 
of the accused. Fairness and impartiality 
there are none. Can the noble and ho- 
nourable governors of an institution, Che 
existence of which reflects such honour on 
the judgment snd humanity of the country, 
ssnction proceedings so infamous, or con- 
spiracy so diabolical? We implore them 
to examine the evidence with She most de- 
liberate attention; and after having done 
sc, we feel assured that, on the day of elec- 
tion, they will rush forward and show their 
anxiety to assuage the pangs of wounded 
honour, by reinstating Dr. Wright in the 
office from which he has been so flagrantly 
removed. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY, 

November 6, 1830. 

Dr. Stewart in the Chair. 

ELONGATION OP THE UVULA. 

After Dr. Stewart had returned thanks 
for his late election as one of the presidents 
of the Society, Mr. Douches read a abort 
but interesting paper on the chronic elon- 
gations of tire uvula, which are occasionally 
kDown to follow syphilis, protracted fevers, 
and the use of mercury, aud also to proceed 
from over exertion of the vocal organs in 
professional singers. By this elongation, 
the author observed that very great irrita- 
tion, cough, and suffering, were produced. 
He cursorily alluded to the ordinary remc- 
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dies used in such cases, and recommended 
the total excision of the uvula as the most 
efficacious mode of relief. He had operate d 
in three cases with the utmost success, and 
he particularised the instance of a man- 
servant, in whom, after the usual remedies 
had been ineffectually (ried, he laid hold of 
the uvula with Assalini’s forceps, and effect- 
ed its removal with little more than a mo- 
mentary irritation. Similar cases, he con- 
tinued, were detailed in The Lancet about 
two years since, and in the Medico-Chirur- 
gical Review. He also alluded to some 
cases related by Baron Larrey ; but from 
this distinguished author he differed slight- 
ly, as he (Mr. Douchez) recommended the 
total extirpation of the part, while Baron 
Larrey only advised the removal of the 
superfluous portion. He was not aware of 
any serious ill consequence which the ope- 
ration thus conducted could induce. In one 
caae, however, he was informed by a friend, 
that the articulation of certain consonants 
was rendered imperfect. 

Hr. Granville complimented the author 
on the practical value of his brief communi- 
cation; he alluded further to the veTy dis- 
tressing nature of the affection, and thought 
that the proposed operation might often be 
very advantageously and safely performed, 
so safely indeed, that no physician, surgeon, 
or general practitioner, need hesitate about 
carrying it into execution. As to the ordi- 
nary remedies, he had known the several 
vegetable astringents tried over and over 
again without success ; the Cayenne pepper 
was of use in some cases, but the remedy 
on which he most relied, was the application 
of lunar caustic in solution, the strength of 
which should be varied according to the 
state of relaxation of the uvula, and also 
according to the degree of nervous irritation 
in the system. This last point was of espe- 
cial consequence in females, yet this remedy 
too he had known to be ineffectual. There was 
another, and he believed a very useful one, 
namely, a powder composed of equal parts 
of muriate of ammonia and nitrate of potash, 
with one- fourth of Cayenne pepper. This 
produced great instant irritation, and was 
followed by copious salivation, ant the ex- 
pectoration of the thick mucus, which, in 
these cases, generally clogs the internal 
fauces. The powder should be rubbed on 
with a camel-hair brush twice or three 
times a day. 

JVJr. Bacot was of opinion that the ope- 
ration of excision of the uvula, though ex- 
ceedingly simple, was yet attended with 
the most striking benefit. He thought, in- 
deed, there was no operation whatever con- 
ferred more signal relief on the patient. He 
had performed it twice or three times in 
cases of chronic cough, which could not be 
attributed to any other cause hut uvular 


elongation, and in these cases it was en- 
tirely successful. He did not think it ne- 
cessary to remove the whole of the part ; 
the uvula might be of some use, and he 
should prefer the mere excision of the 
elongated portion. Iu the inflamed con- 
dition of the parts, he had known the use 
of a strong solution of the acetate of lead to 
be exceedingly beneficial. 

To a question from the chairman whether 
the flow of blood was considerable after the 
operation in his cases, Mr. Douchez replied 
that it did not exceed two or three dTachms. 
Mr. Bacot thought the haemorrhage too tri- 
fliug to interfere with the operation in the 
slightest degree. Mr. Chinnock said, he 
knew of one case in which the haemorrhage 
was copious, but was readily arrested by the 
use of the lunar caustic. He thought with 
Baron Larrey and Mr. Bacot, that the elon- 
gated part alone, and not the entire uvula, 
should be removed. Mr. Douchez rejoined, 
that though he had spoken of the total exci- 
sion, yet that in his own practice he had 
removed the whole uvula but once. 

The Chairman having ‘observed that he 
had heard that professional singers were in 
the habit of employing a preparation into 
which the sulphuret of potash entered, Dr. 
O’Shaughnessj'' inquired if the natural tone 
of voice was altered in any degree, in the 
cases in which the operation was performed. 
Mr. Douchez and Mr. Bacot in reply, said 
that they did not recollect any particular 
alteration. In one of the cases the former 
gentleman noticed, the articulation, as he 
had already stated, was affected in a slight 
degree. 

Dr. O’Shaughnessy was induced t<5 osk 
the question, iu consequence of the peculiar 
opinions on the nature of the modulation of 
the voice (distinguished from articulation) 
which had been recently advanced by M. 
Bennati. This gentleman is at the same 
time an eminent physiologist and a distin- 
guished siuger, and during a professional 
tour the summer before last, demonstrated 
the influence which the soft palate and uvula 
possess over the modulation of sounds, at 
one of the entertainments of the College of 
Physicians at Edinburgh. According to this 
gentleman, the soft palate and uvula con- 
tracted in proportional degrees to the ascent 
of the several musical notes, and this he de- 
monstrated by opening his mouth widely and 
running up the gamut, with alight held be- 
fore his throat. An account of M. BennatPs 
opinions was to be seen in the Annali Uni- 
versali for June (as he believed), and in. 
the Bulletin des Sciences Medicales for 
May, 1830. He (Dr. O’S.) wds not pre- 
sent on the occasion alluded to, but his 
attention was first directed to the sub- 
ject by Dr. Duncan, the very eminent pro- 
fessor of materia medioa in the Univer- 
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sity of Edinburgh ; Dr. Dnncon was of 
opinion that M. Bennati had gone far to prove 
the influence of the soft palate and uvula 
over the modulation of voice, and he (Dr. 
O’S.) therefore thought, that the circum- 
stance was worthy of some consideration 
ill the practical opinion which the So- 
ciety might form of Mr. Doucbez’s commu- 
nication, especially since professional singers 
constituted a large portion of the patients 
afflicted with these elongations. 

Dr. Granvili e said, that in the pursuit 
of his multifarious avocations, lie had been 
eight years physician to the Opera compan y ; 
as such he had of course been frequently 
called on to examine the internal fauces of 
the most celebrated singers, when certi- 
ficates of incompetency to perform were 
required. It struck him at this moment, 
that his observation of the conformation of 
the uvula in these individuals, went to con- 
film the opinions to which the preceding 
speaker had alluded. In the deep bass 
voices he distinctly remembered, that the 
uvula was thick and carneous, while, on the 
contrary, in the light, silvery soprano sing- 
ers, such as Madame llonzi de Begnis, 
it was extremely thin and sharp at its 
loose extremity ; in this lady in particular, 
it formed the apex of an isosceles triangle, 
not more than two-tenths of an inch in mag- 
nitude : he had, indeed, noticed this in all 
contr’ alto voices. With respect to the 
employment of the sulphuret of potash, he 
thought it was borne out by a very strong 
analogy, he alluded to the effects it was 
known to possess in croup, of converting the 
stridulous voice iuto a deep full tone. It 
was the remedy for the recommendation of 
which Napoleon Buonaparte had awarded 
a prize of 1000 napoleons during the epi- 
demic croup which raged iu Paris in 1812. 

The discussion here was suspended, and 
Dr. Granville proposed the secondary effects 
of colchicum for consideration. It was not, 
however, at once proceeded with, and in 
the interval 

Mr. Ch innock stated, that in the treat- 
ment of elongated uvula, be believed the 
lunar caustic to be a most important remedy. 
That evening there was a performer singing 
before the King at the Opera House, who 
had immediately before the performance 
gargled his throat with a solution of the 
nitrate of silver. His affection, however, 
was that of mere relaxation. 

Mr. -Bacot understood that a still simpler 
remedy was resorted to under parallel cir- 
cumstances by the pupils of the lloval 
Academy, namely, gin and water (a laugh) ; 
he was quite serious ; it was of course only 
as a medicinal local application. 

Dr. A. Thomson observed, that in these 
cases of relaxation, it was probable there 
was some inflammation- of the cellular tissue 
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beneath the mucous membrane of the reHraa 
and uvula. If this were the case, he could 
not comprehend how the stimulant treat- 
ment alluded to could operate in the removal 
of the affection. The primary effect of the 
local stimulus would certainly be to inject 
a still greater quantity of blood into the 
inflamed parts, and thus increase the tu- 
mefaction. 


SECONDARY EFFECTS OF COLCHICUM. ' 

Dr. Granville again called the attention 
of the Society to the secondary effects of 
colchicum. He wished for information as 
to the effects of this remedy, observed by 
the members in tbeir experience. He 
thought the subject was one of very great 
importance. Very recently the sudden death 
of an eminent barrister was ascribed, with 
what truth he (Dr. Granville) could not say, 
to the accumulated effects of this powerful 
medicine. ' 

Dr. A. Thomson said, that the effects of 
colchicum, when it proved fatal, were very 
extraordinary. In one case of poisoning by 
it, which had fallen under his observation, 
a most singular haemorrhagic condition was 
induced ; every surface of the body, except 
the skin, poured out quantities of blood ; 
from the lining membrane of the lungs the 
quantity was indeed so great that it might 
he imagined an artery had given way. This 
peculiar effect was %und in every mucous 
surface of the body, even including the 
bladder. Another extraordinary effect was 
a peculiar laxity of the cellular tissue, and 
a loss of its adhesive powers. The vitality 
of this tissue seemed, indeed, to have been 
entirely destroyed. 

Dr. Granville mentioned the cases of two 
young gentlemen, who were afflicted with 
hereditary gout, and who had been taking 
colchicum for a long period. One of these 
became epileptic, and died ; and the second 
died of apoplexy. Wilson’s preparation 
was the one used in these cases. He had 
known, also of the case of a nobleman, in 
wl om the chalky arthritic deposition bad 
taken place to a great extent, but all which 
deposition disappeared under the use of 
colchicuif. The patient, however, died ; 
and, 'bn examination, extensive arterial 
ossification was found, especially on the 
right side. He had never seen suck a case 
as that mentioned by the last speaker, and 
therefore could offer no opinion as to the 
peculiar appearances tha^ gentleman de- 
scribed. On the whole, Dr. Granville 
thought the secondary effects of this remedy 
were often of a dangerous character, and 
that its administration should be conducted 
with great caution. 

Dr. A. Thomson had not noticed any 
vascular injection in the mucous surfaces. 
He believed that, in these cases, death took 
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place from what Dr. Abercrembit termed 
simple apoplexy. The heart could not di- 
late the arteries of the head ; the reins con- 
sequently could not be emptied. The 
equilibrium of the circulation being thus 
disturbed, the nervous energy was di- 
minished, and could not be again renewed. 
In reply to a question from a member, Dr. 
Thomson stated that the preparation takeu 
in the fatal case he mentioned, was the 
wine of the seeds. He believed that the 
remedy did occasionally accumulate, and 
then produoed a very great collapse. 

The Chairman begged to remind the 
sooiety that it was not as a poison, hut as 
a remedy, that coichieum was to be con- 
sidered. 

Dr. Thomson replied, that he wished to 
show the maximum effect, in order to apply 
that to the elucidation of the ordinary action 
of the remedy. He then entered into a 
minute detail of the symptoms he noticed 
in the case be had already mentioned. 

Several gentlemen stated the results of 
their practice with colehitum, in short ad- 
dresses, for which we cannot afford space. 
Messrs. Cbinnock, Stoddart, and Bacot, had 
used it extensively, and had never met with 
any bad result. Dr. A. Thomson had occa- 
sionally observed it induoe green stools in 
•sente rheumatism, a fact which he con- 
sidered rather as corroborative of the hypo- 
thesis that this disease Vas connected with 
hepatic disorder. The Chairman also had 
used colchioum with the greatest success, 
and had noticed no secondary ill effects. 
He might add, that he had been lately in- 
duced to try it in a case of obstinate lepra, 
which had resisted all other remedies ; but 
he gave the colchioum combined with mag- 
nesia, and whether it was the affect of the 
medicine or not be would not say, but the 
patient had experienced very great and 
apeedy benefit. 

On the whole, the general opinion of the 
Society was highly in favour of the value of 
oolohicum, and no material additional testi- 
mony was given of any dangerous secon- 
dary effects resulting from its medicinal 
employment. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 

PNEUMONIA COMBINED WITH ANASARCA. 

PREMATURE LABOUR INDUCED. 

Frances Leader, setat. 18, admitted l4th 
of October with pneumonia and anasarca ; 
countenance anxious ; pulse laborious, about 
120 ; respiration difficult and hurried ; 
aoute pain under the left breast ; skin hot 
and dry, except the forehead, which is 
covered with perspiration. V. S. ad £xiv. 


Htmdmes x, parti st postet emplast, lyttss ; 
Bolus ex calomel, et antim . tartarizat., 

gr. x, statira ; 

Haust. pur gam sdlin.idis koris donee so- 

lut . sit alvus . 

5. Respiration free; pain of side, but 
not so much increased on inhalation ; face 
tranquil ; pulse 112, soft; skin hot; bowels 
open ; lips parched, but tongue moist ; has 
made water Well ; the swelling has left the 
legs. The blood drawn last night is buffed 
and cupped. V. S . ad jvj. 

6. Blood taken away yesterday buffed 
and cupped ; breathing more tranquil ; pulse 
hard and undulating ; pain of side continues, 
but in a less degree ; bowels open. Has 
taken a mixture of sp. »th. nit. Hq. srmmen. 
acet. et mist, camphor*. V. S. ad $vj. 

T. Blood extracted buffed and cupped, 
bat not in an equal degree with the last ; 
has still some pain of side ; tongue white ; 
respiration continues a little hurried ; face 
tranquil; pulse 120, quick; respiration 
puerile on the left side, bpt full on the 
right. C. C. ad Jviii. 

R Calomel ., gr. i ; 

Antim., gr. i, ft. pil. ter die. 

8. Was relieved by the cupping ; scarcely 
any pain of side this moiniqg ; respiration 
tranquil; toogueclean; bowels open ; pulse 
106, sthenic, but of moderate calibre. 

9. A little paiu of side remaining; has 
slept well all night; breathing easy ; bowels 
open freely ; cough producing slight pain 
in the affected part; pulse salient, strong, 
108. Addf mist . antim. tart., gr. iv. 

10. Last night an accession of pain of 
side and dyspnoea; twenty leeches to be 
applied immediately. 

Feels better this morning ; breathing ac- 
celerated and laborious; pulse small and 
sharp, about 90 ; bowels open ; skin hot, 
but moist. V. S. ad £vj. 

11. Blood buffed and cupped; pain di- 
minished ; pulse quick, of moderate calibre ; 
bowels open. Hindines, x, lateri. 

12. Considerably better this morning ; 
pulse reduced ; respiration tranquil ; bowels 
open. 

13. Mouth slightly sore, arising from the 
calomel; very slight pain of aide; pulse 
sthenic, 96 ; face calm ; bowels open. 

14. Improving ; mouth sose ; pulse 104 
at par ; pain entirely gone. 

15. The respiratory murmur has become 
natural on both sides ; convalescing. 

17 . From the darkness of the areolae, it was 
suspected on admission that the patient was 
pregnant, and sure enough labour came on 
last evening about three o’clock, and she 
was safely delivered, in about an hour, of 
a foetus about five months old. 

Ten f.m. She is exceedingly well, cool, 
and free from fever. 
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17. Very tranquil; peUa 108, ah anp ; 

free from pain. 

19. Convalescing ; no pain in any part ; 
tongue slightly furred; bowels open ; pulse 
104, strong ; skin moist and warm ; a slight 
secretion of milk. 

. 20. Tongue little furred; bowels open; 
breathing free; no pain; skia moist and 
warm ; pulse 102, pretty strong. 

22. Has got out of bed to-efy > appetite 
improving; convalescent. 


PERITONITIS. 

Sarah Canfield, »tat. 15, living with her 
mother, but generally employed from home 
as a servant, admitted with inflammatory 
fever, Wednesday, 13th of Ootober. Pulse 
120 ; respiration accelerated ; headach and 
pain all over the body ; pain of cheat. 

V.S* ad Jviij ; 

Mist, diaphoreiica ; 

Bolus calomel, et emtim. 

The attack came on with alternate heatB, 
and chills about four days ago, with general 
pain ; she was bled, but without alleviation ; ; 
.catamenia regular. 

14. Blood drawn yesterday slightly buffed 
crassament consistent, small quantity of se- 
rum; pain has removed to right side; 
bowels open; pulse 108, resilient; tongue 
furred ; no beadach ; the mixture induced 
flight nausea, C. C. lateri dextroad gviij. 

. 15. Cupping relieved the pain of right 
side, but she now complains of great pain in 
the ehest and left side ; respiration rapid, 
irregular, about 50. 

16. Thinks herself much better this morn-: 
ing; expression natural; no pain; tender- 
ness of abdomen scarcely evident ; bowels 
4>pen ; tongue still furred ; skin cool ; slept 
well in the night; mustard plaster to the 
abdomen, which afforded considerable relief 
yesterday ; pdlae 108, in considerable force. 

18. Tenderness of abdomen has disap- 
peared ; tongue less furred ; bowels open ; 
pulse 88, natural. 

19. Last night there was a feverish ex- 
acerbation ; pulse was 120, powerful ; skin 
hot and dry, and hysterical symptoms were 
present* 

This morning says she is better ; slight 
tenderness of abdomen ; bowels open ; 
tongue much cleaner than last night, though 
still slightly 'furred ; respiration 36 ; pulse 
102, strong ; skin warm and moist. Rep. 
med. 

Ten p.m. Slight return of pain in the 
abdomen, for which a sinapism was or- 
dered. 

20. The sinapism afforded present relief. 

21. Feels much more comfortable this 
morning ; no tenderness of abdomen. On 
Bitting up, feela a sharp pain in the left hy- 
-pochondiium ; countenance placid ; tongue 


furred; bowels open twice ainoe yesterday 
morning*! visit ; pulse 96, natural. 

Mist, effervescent • 

,22. Bowels confined these two days ; 
lips a little dry ; pulse small, 88. 

23. Sits up, and is pronounced conva- 
lescent. 


HOPITAL ST. LOUIS. 

DISLOCATION OP THE TOOT. — EXTIRPATION 
OF THE ASTRAGALUS. 

A. Roche, aetat. 46, of a robust constitu- 
tion, was admitted on the 6th of February 
last, in the following state The sole of 
the right foot was turned inwards, and it? 
upper surface outwards, the latter was fixed 
to the lower end of the fibula, the ligaments 
of which were lacerated, so as to admit of 
a separation of the tibia and fibula to th? 
extent of almost two iaches ; at the lower 
portion of the fibula, there was a depression 
which, at first sight, was supposed to be 
caused by fracture, but proved to be only a 
curvature ; there was also a wound about an 
inch in length, through which the fibula 
was protruded ; the patient had lost much 
blood, and these was still some hemorrhage, 
which wts, however, arrested after about 
half an hour. Before the tibia and fibula 
there was a large tumour, which was imme- 
diately recognised to be the astragalus 
thrown out of its natural position, and restr 
ing on the posterior portion of the upper 
surface of tbe cuboid bone. The medical 
attendants immediately tried to reduce the 
bone, but unsuccessfully ; and it was ulti- 
mately found necessary to desist from tha 
attempt, and merely to apply a bandage, in 
Order to keep the bone as much as possible 
in its natural position ; a poultice was also 
pieced over it, and the patient largely bled. 
On (he following morning, M. ilicherand 
also tried to reduce the dislocation, as did 
M. Cloquet, but their endeavours were as 
ineffectual as those made on the day before. 
The extirpation of the astragalus was ac- 
cordingly decided on, and performed in the 
following manner : — an incision of the form 
of a T was made over the astragalus through 
the skin, and the flaps dissected from un- 
derneath ; the aponeurosis was then divided, 
and the tendons of tbe peroneus, extensor 
communis and extensor hallucis proprius 
being kept towards the inside; the bone 
was completely laid bare, and without any 
difficulty detached from its connexions. 
After the removal of the bone, tbe foot 
was easily brought into its natural posi- 
tion, and kept in it by a simple bandage. 
Bleeding to sixteen ounces was now ordered, 
and repeated to a leas extent towards the 
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evening, as the fever was rather high. The 
night was pretty tranquil. On the morn* 
ing the pulse had again ao much risen as to 
induce M. Kicherand to order a third, and 
towards the evening a fourth bleeding. From 
this time all symptoms of irritation subsided ; 
suppuration of a healthy kiud took place, 
and every-thiug seemed to indicate a fa- 
vourable termination. On the loth, how- 
ever, an ocdematous swelling at the inner 
aucle had began to develop itself, which 
gradually became larger, and after a few 
days exhibited fluctuation ; a large quantity 
of healthy pus was evacuated, and the ab- 
scess was found to extend as high as two 
inches above the ancle. Suppuration con- 
tinued to be moderate and of healthy nature, 
and the wounds had a good appearance, when, 
on the 28th, without any obvious cause, ery- 
sipelas came on and spread rapidly over the 
whole leg ; the skin, over the veua saphena, 
was of a bright-red aad extremely sensible, 
and all the symptoms indicated the pre- 
sence of very intense phlebitis ; the fever 
was not very high. Eighty leeches were 
applied, the whole leg was covered with fo- 
mentations of inf. althseoe, and the patient 
kept to spare diet. This treatment was fol- 
lowed by immediate relief, and after six 
(I ay 8 all dangerous symptoms had disap- 
peared. However, from the middle of 
March, up to which time the patient seem- 
ed to be gradually improving, the disease 
took a new aspect ; the patient was fever- ! 
ish, lost his appetite, vomited occasionally, j 
and was much harassed by frequent attacks 
of cough ; the epigastrium was very tender, 
the bowels were loose, &c. ; suppuration 
diminished, though the wounds did not 
make any progress towards healing. These 
symptoms were, however, also happily sub- 1 
dued by means of opiate glysters, offer. ! 
vescing draughts, and a blister to the epi- 
gastrium, and all seemed to go on favour- 
ably, when he unfortunately received the 
news of the death of his son ; this accident 
immediately brought on a relapse, which 
however was also subdued ; the wounds 
had merely cicatrised, and there appeared 
'to be no obstacle to the patient’s speedy 
recovery, when his wife applied for his 
removal from the hospital, which hav- 
ing been granted, in spite of the danger 
which evidently attended it, the patient 
was reported to have died eight days after 
his discharge from the hospital.— Joum. 
Hebdomad • 


RECOVERY FRQM EXTEN8IVE LESION OF 
THE SPINAL COLUMN. 

In the Kritische Rep. the following case 
* is related : — Two brothers, both of very vigo- 
rous constitution, fell from a scaffold thirty 


feet in height ; they were taken up insensi- 
ble, and in both the vertebral column seem- 
ed to have been fractured. Dr. Graaf, of 
Trarbaeb, who reports the case, found them, 
with violent pain in the back ; in the elder, 
several of the spinal processes of the lower 
dorsal vertebra were moveable and crepi- 
tous ; the stools passed involuntarily, the 
urine was completely suppressed, sensation 
and movement of tbe parts below the lesion 
were suspended, and the lower extremities 
were quite cold ; in the younger brother, 
the lesion affected the lumbar vertebrae, the 
spinal processes of wbich projected consider- 
ably; the symptoms were similar, though 
less in degree than in the elder brother. 
Tbe treatment consisted in cautious exten- 
sion on a table, the patient lying on the ab- 
domen ; reduction of the displaced parts by 
pressure into their natural position, general 
and local bloodletting, the application of 
ice for a week, posture on the abdomen, 
aperient and nitrous mixtures, and when 
the inflammatory action had subsided, in 
the use of arnica. In the elder brother, tbe 
paralytic state of the bladder was tbe most 
obstinate symptom, but was also eventu- 
ally cured by the repeated employment of 
leeches and cold applications to the peri- 
Dffium and tbe region of the bladder ; the 
use of the lower extremities was also gra- 
dually restored, and on the 39th day after 
the accident, the elder brother, who had 
suffered most, was able to sit up and to 
move his legs pretty well ; the younger 
could slowly walk. In both a alight protru- 
sion at the place of the lesion was still per- 
ceptible. After four months, both brothers 
were nearly well ; the younger had com- 
pletely recovered tbe use of his limbs, but 
suffered much towards tbe end of his reco- 
very, and even afterwards, from lancinating 
pains in bis legs. The elder also recovered , 
but much more slowly; and it was only 
through the continued use of aromatic reme- 
dies and baths, of nux vomica, and the cro- 
ton oil, that the paralysis of the rectum, 
bladder, and lower extremities, was at 
length removed. Towards the end of his 
recovery his wife died, he married again 
and had children by his second wife. In 
January, 1829, he fell with a weight on his 
back, and dislocated his shoulder, and was 
also completely cured from this accident. 
In the spring of 1829 both brothers were 
perfectly well, and as capable of work as 
before. 


LARGE LUMBAR ABSCESS IN A CHILD 
FIFTEEN MONTHS OLD. 

The “ Eyr, Medicioske Tidskrift, 1829/' 
contains the following description of an 
enormous abscess in a boy of 15 months old. 
Tbe abscess extended from the first lumbar 
vertebra down to the right ilio-sacral aym- 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



HYDROCEPHALUS.— NOTE FROM MR. JAMES. *86 


physis ; the psoas sod iliscns muscles were 
entirely destroyed, with the exception of 
their common tendon, which had, however, 
no point of insertion, as the little trochanter 
was also destroyed by caries. The centre of 
the abscess was at the right ilio-sacial sym- 
physis, and from this part there extended 
three large sinuses, one ascending between 
the peritonaeum and the transversalis muscle 
up to the navel ; another which descended an- 
teriorly along and under tbe common tendon 
of the psoas and iliacus in front of the hip- 
joint ; and a third, which was the largest, 
down into the small pelvis, at the exit of 
which it traversed the great ischiatic notch, 
passing under the glutaeus maximus ante- 
riorly, so as to communicate with the second 
branch. The capsular ligament of the hip- 
joint was entirely destroyed ; the acetabu- 
lum carious and flattened, and no trace of 
the cartilaginous surface left ; the bead of 
the thigh-bone was also destroyed, and tbe 
rest of the femur enlarged and carious. The 
disease had apparently been only of eight 
weeks standing. 


TAPPING IN HYDROCEPHALUS. 

Dr. Conquest has again succeeded in 
tapping for water in the head. It will be 
recollected that in one of the former numbers 
of The Lancet the particulars of his first 
case were detailed ; and it is highly gratify- 
ing to learn that the little girl continues in 
perfect health, without a vestige of her 
former deplorable disease. 

The second case is also a girl, and was 
exhibited to the pupils at St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital last week, and appeared to be un 
intelligent infant, and free from the ordinary 
characteristic symptoms of hydrocephalus, 
although before the operation she had fits 
every day, and was altogether a very pitiable 
object. The water had been withdrawn by 
two operations. Twelve ounces were taken 
away at the first operation, and eighteen at 
the second. In this case the trocar was in- 
troduced into the lateral ventricle bv tbe 
coronal suture on the left side of the head, 
just below the anterior fontanelle. 

Dr. Conquest lias a third case under his 
care, for the relief of which he has already 
operated four times, and proposes very 
shortly to perforate the head a fifth time. The 
total quantity of fluid hitherto taken away is 
about forty ounces. The operation was 
performed twice before his pupils at the hos- 
pital, aud although he does not seem to 
anticipate a cure in this case, yet the relief 
afforded lias been very decided, and it must 
he extremely consolatory and encouraging 
thus to have accumulating evidence that this 


direful malady admits of cure in many, and 
of relief in most instances. 

Dr. Conquest, after his lecture at St.Bar- 
tholomew’s on Tuesday evening, had the 
child, about seven months old, brought into 
the theatre, whose head he had punctured on 
the above occasions, in consequence of hydro- 
cephalus. The head appeared enormously 
swollen, its veins very much distended, the 
bones separated to a great extent, and the 
skin covering it had a shilling appearance. 
A fine trocar was introduced through the 
coronal suture, ou the left side, just above 
tbe squamous portion of the temporal bone, 
and carried into the lateral ventricle ; upon 
withdrawing it, about twenty ounces of a 
transparent fluid were evacuated. As the 
fluid escaped, pressure was made on the 
head in every direction, by means of adhe- 
sive plaster. When all the fluid had been 
evacuated, the wouud was closed by a strip 
of adhesive plaster, and the mother removed 
the child from the hospital. Dr. Conquest 
stated that, in his former operations on this 
child, the fluid that was voided was tinged 
with blood, and portions of brain were 
mixed with it. 

St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, 

November 17th, 1830. 


OPERATION OF TYING THE AORTA. 

LETTER FROM MR. JAMES. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — Allow me to trouble you with the 
following observations, which 1 feel it right 
to make, in consequence of seeing, in the 
Review published in “ The Lancet,” of 
the case which I transmitted to the Medico- 
Chirurgical Society, an incorrect statement 
to the following effect ; namely : — “ Mr. 
James resolved upon tying the aorta, not- 
withstanding tbe objections of his col- 
leagues, who all saw the hopelessness of 
the case.” Now the fact is, that one of my 
colleagues, Mr. Barnes, whose opinion I 
conceive is entitled to much deference, did 
fully concur with me in opinion that the 
man should receive the chance, however 
small, which the operation afforded, if, upon 
a full explanation of the circumstances to 
him, he was disposed to take that chance ; 
and I believe, upon this point, I may appeal 
to any of my colleagues — that the moat ex- 
plicit statements were made, both to the 
patient and to his friends, on the circum- 
stances of his case ; and it was at bis own 
desire, and with his friends* concurrence, 
that the operation was performed. With 
respect to the time at which it was done, I 
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can only say, I was convinced myself that 
Sir Astley Cooper judged rightly in advising 
its being performed before matters had pro- 
ceeded to extremity, as in his own case. 
The same feelings which actuated him, led 
me not to abandon a fellow-creature to what 
I believe was an inevitable death, without 
an attempt to save him. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

J. H. James. 

Exeter, Nov. 11, 1850. 


THE PROSECUTORS COSTS, IK THE LATE 
TRIAL OF JOHN LONG. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — I find it stated in one of your recent 
numbers, that Mr. Wakley has, hitherto, 
borne the whole expense of conducting the 
prosecution of the great metropolitan arch- 
quack, John St. John Long, who was foqnd 
guilty, by a respectable jury of his country- 
men, of having manslaughtered (O the 
goodly fitness of law terms!) a young 
lady, while in the prime of life and health, 
and whose punishment has been the subject 
of no inconsiderable surprise to the higher, 
and of indignation to the lower, classes of 
society. Respecting the manner in which 
Mr. Wakley conducted the original inquiry, 
which led to that prosecution, there never 
was but one unanimous feeling of commen- 
dation among the numerous members of the 
profession with whom I have the pleasure 
of associating. But now that we are in- 
formed, that in order to complete his praise- 
worthy enterprise of exposing unblushing 
and criminal ignorance, Mr. Wakley has not 
hesitated to buckle on himself the whole of 
the pecuniary responsibility, — often very 
heavy, and always inevitable, which attaches 
to those who, iu this country, claim the 
protection of the laws, it becomes our duty, 
as it must be the duty of the public at large, 
who will Teap ultimately the benefit of Mr. 
W akley’a endeavours, to come forward and 
relieve him, as the Medical Gazette very 
justly observes, from a burden which it 
would be disgraceful to suffer him to bear. 

It is in accordance with such a feeling 
that I beg you to offer to the proper quarter 
the inclosed mite towards defraying the law 
expenses incurred by Mr. Wakley in pro- 
curing the conviction of John St. John Long 
of his jirst legalized murder. 

I remain, Sir, your 

Humble Servant, 

A. B. Granville. 

16, Grafton- street, Berkeley- 
square, Nov, 13, 1830. 

Received the cheque for 21. 2s. 


st« Bartholomew’s hospital. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — The reform which has taken place 
in the hospitals of this metropolis since the 
publication of The Lancet, has induced me 
to lay before you some abuses which at pre- 
sent exist at St. Bartholomew’s. 

Mr. Earle has on every occasion evinced 
a great desire to be of service to the pupils, 
and in no instance . more so than by the 
valuable lectures which lie delivers weekly. 
He has, however, chosen an hour to lecture, 
during which Mr. Vincent is going round 
the hospital, and thus those who accompany 
Mr. Vincent are deprived of Mr. Earle’s re- 
marks. I feel assured that it is not inten- 
tional, and that it needs only to be mentioned 
to be remedied. 

I may also take this opportunity of ex- 
posing the conduct of certain puppies who 
make a practice of smokiug cigars in the 
anatomical theatre, previous to Mr. Law- 
reuce’s entering to give his surgical lecture. 
Their exploits, however, aTe not confined to 
the anatomical theatres, bet extend to the 
wards of the hospital, infecting their already 
not too salubrious atmosphere* Spme of 
them may have learned it abroad, but the 
others have not travelled beyond the pre- 
cincts of the London pot-houses. 

Mr. Lawrence has already given the pup- 
pies a hint to discontinue the practice, but 
without effect. If this notice should be also 
disregarded, I shall take an early opportunity* 
of forwarding their names for insertion in 
The Lancet, if you think they will not 
sully its pages ; but if so, perhaps an appli- 
cation to Mr. Helps the treasurer, stating 
names and particulars, may prove equally 
beneficial. By the insertion of this letter 
in an early number of your excellent Journal, 
you will add to the many obligations already 
conferrect on the pupils and patients of this 
hospital. 

A Pupil. 

St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, 

November 15th, 1830. 


reviews of new works. - 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — I cannot too greatly admire the 
boldness and impartiality with which you 
review all new medical works; the advantage 
of your just criticisms is of infinite import- 
ance, not ouly to the profession in general; 
but to the student in particular. 

A few weeks since, “ Professor Pattison 
of the Loudon University,” introduced 
“ Fyfe’s Anatomy ” to the notice of his 
class, ‘‘observing that it was usual to re- 
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commend some work to the student, and he 
had much pleasure in offering to their notice 
a new edition of his friend, Mr. Fyfe's, work 
which he considered a very cheap and useful 
book, and bestowed some flattering lucubra- 
tions on the style and quality of the plates." 

Now, Mr. Editor, Professor Patiison must 
be grossly ignorant of the subject he pro- 
fesses to teach, or wilfully blind to the inte- 
rest of his pupils, many of whom, but for 
the timely review of this work in your able 
Journal, might have been induced to pur- 
chase it upon the “ ipse dixit ” of an im- 
bscile professor of anatomy. 

I am. Sir, yours respectfully, 

Montisquieu. 

Loudon, November 7th , 1830. 


EPILEPSY. 

To the Editor of Thb Lancet. 

Sir,— T he following is a case of epilepsy, 
assuming the intermittent form, in which I 
have Successfully employed the sulphate of 
qcriuine. Should you think it worthy of in- 
sertion in your valuable periodical, its pub- 
lication would oblige, 

Yours sincerely, 

P. W. Barrett. 

42, Great Marylebone Street. 

The patient (Elleu Sullivan) gave me the 
following account of her symptoms: — She 
stated that she was in the habit of carrying 
heavy loads on her head, that about twelve- 
months since, she was attacked with fever, 
and on her recovery became deranged ; that 
she was admitted into the Marylebone In- 
firmary, whence she was discharged cured ; 
that she was afterward hired as a servant, 
and that while at prayers one evening 
was first attacked with these fits; that by 
the direction of the medical gentleman who 
attended her, she again applied at the In- 
firmary, whence, after a short time, she 
was discharged aa incurable. She was 
then recommended by Mr. Mayo to the 
Middlesex Hospital, where she was treated 
as an out-patient. After a short attendanoe 
there, she was told, “ that if the medicines 
she then got were of no service, she need 
not apply again.” Under these circum- 
stances, she was recommended to me ; her 
symptoms were as follows : — Severe pain in 
the head, whieh had existed for the last year ; 
great thirst ; severe pain in the right side, 
augmented by pressure ; liver slightly en- 
larged ; abdomen swelled; bowels costive. 
Menses had not appeared for the last year ; 
had a fit regularly at four o’clock every day : 
this was on the 15th of August last. When 
she first applied to me, I immediately de- 
termined on trying the effects of the sul- 




pbate of quinine. Seeing that there was a 
regular intermission of twenty-four hours, I 
therefore ordered her the following mix-* 
tare 

15. R Sulphatis quinines , gr. xvj ; 

Jnjus. valeriance, J vj ; 

Misturce camphor ce> £ if ; 

Tincturte valeriana ’, $ss. M. ft. 
mistur. cujus segra sumat. coch- 
lear. quatuor magn. 3tia vel 4ta 
quaque bora. 

R 01 . ricini, 5 vj ; 

V. O. 

j4qu<e cinnamomiy ^iss. M. ft. 
haust. eras mane sumeud. 


On this day had no return of the fit. 

16. Bowels well open ; stools dark and 
fetid ; abdomen leas swelled ; had no return 
of the fit. Directed her mixture to be con- 
tinued, with the addition of tinct. sabine, 

5“j* 

17. No return of the fit ; bowels costive 
Repet. haust. ; repet. mistur . 


18. Bowels well open ; stools more 
healthy ; and had no return of the fit. 

19, 20, 21. Pursued the same mode of 
treatment; much better, and had no return, 
of the fits. 

22. Side painful ; ordered her ten grains 
of the blue pill at night, and the above 
draught on the following morning. 

23. Better, still no return of the fit. 


Repet. pit . hyd., gr. v, omni nocte ; 
Repet. mistura quini n. 


24 and 25. Still better. 

26. Menses appeared; abdomen not 
swelled ; no pain in the aide, nor any en- 
largement of the liver. Having pursued this 
mode of treatment for Borne time, I had the 
pleasure of seeing the girl enabled to pur- 
sue her ordinary avocations in life, leaving 
perfectly well. What has been very re- 
markable in connexion with this case was, 
that moat of her family have died from the 
sequences of the same complaint. 


HONDO* HOSPITAL. THE PUPILS AND 

MR. WALFORD. 

To the' Editor of The Lancet.’ 

Sir,— T hough averse to every-thing like 
paper war, yet I cannot refrain from offer- 
ing a few comments on the last letter of 
Mr. Walford, in Teply to that from the pu- 
pils of the London Hospital. Our sturdy 
opponent was advisad not to acknowledge 
what he calls our manifesto, on the ground 
of our insignificance. Here l would * ask 
Mr. Wolford, who, and what he is? Per- 
haps only a member of the College, and a 
licentiate of the Hall, if then we ace ia- 
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significant, most assuredly Mr. Watford’s 
unimportant name will run parallel with the 
eight-and-thirty, for many of us are licen- 
tiates, and hope to deserve the College 
diploma, yet not by “ our lick-spittle adu- 
lation ” of Mr. Headington, as our contemp- 
tible defamer would insinuate. ** Why did 
they not defend the knight as well as the 
squire V 9 “ I can solve the problem,” ex- 
claims our knowing insignificant, and as 
the truly illiberal idea shoots and swells his 
mighty mind, no wonder this huge colossus 
of foresight and penetration towers over the 
innocents of Whitechapel, the harmless lit- 
tle men of the London Hospital. Here 
again does Mr. Watford give a sad proof of 
a little mind, and commit the very sin un- 
justly charged on; Mr. -Headington in his 
letter of the 25th of September — “ that of 
arriving at an age in which the heart never 
g^ows with generous sentiments.’' . Poor 
man ! I blush for him, 1 am ashamed of him, 
a$d wonder at that soundness of mind and 
intellect from which could emanate so much 
wisdom and sagacity in explaining the mo- 
tive actuating some few of the thirty -eight 
pupils in replying to his letter. I am happy 
tp inform Mr. Walford, that I am one of the 
few who will present themselves for exami- 
nation during the presidency of our worthy 
and upright surgeon Mr. Headington, and 
r should be poor, pitiful, and mean indeed, 
if my opposition to Mr. Watford’s sentiments 
arose merely from interested motives. I 
despise the idea as much as 1 despise the 
man/rom whom it could originate ; both are 
alike contemptible. There are some parts 
in Mr. Watford’s letter which I confess I 
cannot comprehend. What does he mean 
when be says, “ Is a .wish that every man 
of ninety- two may be so weak as Sir Wil- 
liam, all the pity they can bestow on a poor 
old man V* No such wish could emanate 
from the pupils of the London Hospital as 
Mr. Watford would insinuate ; it was indeed 
quite the contrary, as different as light from 
darkness. Nor does Mr. Watford credit the 
assertion, that the majority of our pupils 
were in your favour. Whether he will be- 
lieve it or not, yet I can assure him that 
maty of us would have hailed your election 
as the dawn of a brighter day, and one of 
our pupils actually wore the popular colours 
attached to his button-hole duriDg the con- 
test. I would ask you, Mr. Editor, If this 
savoured of fear, was this lick-spittle adu- 
lation to the surgeons of the hospital ? 

In conclusion, 1 must apologise for occu- 
pying so much of your valuable publication, 
and cannot help observing, with a smile of 
pity, the manner our letter has been turned 
and twisted by Mr. Watford to suit his ab- 
ject mind. He says, indeed, a great deal 
and to no purpose, and will pardon me, if 
in my reply, 1 attach what he calls another 


“ tail-piece,” quite, I think, as applicable 
as the last, that Mr. Watford’s blustering 
importance 

“ Resembles ocean into tempest wrought, 

To waft a feather or to drown a fly.” 

& I am, Sir, 

.Yours respectfully, 

V*. J. Richards. 

24, Old Ford Road, Bonner’s Fields, 
Bethnal Green, Oct. 19. 

*** This letter !'was mislaid, or it would 
have appeared before. — \E d. L. . 
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An Inquiry into the Natural History, Che- 
mical Properties, and Medical Virtues, of 
the Rock Oil or' Green Mineral Naphtha of 
Barbadoes, with particulars of its remedial 
powers in cutaneous eruptions, glandular 
complaints, diseases of the joints, &c. &c. 
With demonstrations that the solvent agent 
in digestion is the sub-carbonate of soda ,&c. 
By C. H. Wilkiuson, M.D., Bath. London: 
Ridgway. 1830. pp. 76. 

Fate of the Colonies. A Letter to the 
Proprietors and Planters of the West Indies, 
resident in the Colonies. By R. Alexander, 
Esq. London : J. Fraser, Regent Street. 
1830. pp. 31. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Mr. J . N. and others. There was not 
time to send to Mr. M’s house, but a gen- 
tleman from this journal was present at the 
inquest. The conduct of the condemned 
parties was highly indecoreus and improper. 
Had it proved injurious , they should have 
received a severe castigation. 

The letter of An Old Pupil t A Censor of 
the Fellows , &c., with many others, shall 
appear next week. 

If A. R. K. was present at the opera- 
tion, we should like to see him, if he will 
write and appoint a time for calling in Bed- 
ford Square. Our reporter was not present, 
but a gentleman on whom' we can rely, has 
promised us an accurate account of the ope- 
ration. 

Mr. Spins . It was an unpardonable 
omission on the part of the Coroner; but 
this officer is not bound by law to insist 
upon the attendance of a surgeon. 

The Index to our last Volume will posi- 
tively be published next week, and in order 
that all parties may be accommodated, it 
will, besides being stitched up with the 
Number, be published in a separate form. 
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Dublin Hospital Reports 9 and Communica • 
fiorw m Medicine and Surgery . 

(Continued from page 238 .) 

In continuation of our analysis of this 
excellent volume, we present our readers 
with an epitome of the most interesting 
papers which are contained in the second 
part. The first in order of these is a brief 
but valuable notice of diseases of the rectum 
b y ^ r « Codes, the celebrated professor of 
surgery in the Dublin College. 

The first few pages of this article contain 
a masterly, sketch of the symptoms and pro* 
gress of organic stricture of the rectum. In 
this department much novelty could scarcely 
be expected, but there was room for a better 
arrangement of the several phenomena, and 
this object tfie author has satisfactorily 
accomplished. It is unnecessary to dwell 
here on the advantage thus gained, as it can 
only be appreciated by an attentive perusal 
of the entire paper. We pass to the first 
peculiar observation it contains. 

“However constant in their attendance, 
or unvarying in their course, may be the 
symptoms of this disease, yet will the sur- 
geon desire to be confirmed in his opinion 
by manual examination. Proceeding to 
make this examination, we often observe at 
the onfice of the anus the following appear- 
ance, which is, indeed, almost always pre- 
sent when the disease is seated near to the 
external sphincter; namely, at each side of 
the anus a small projection, which, on its 
external surface, appears as a mere elonga- 
tion and thickening of the skin, but internal- 
ly presents a moist surface, not exactly like 
the lining membrane of the gut, nor yet can 
we say that it is ulcerated ; these two pro- 
jections lie close together below, and divari- 
cate above, presenting a resemblance to the 
mouth of a ewer. Whenever this external 
appearance exists, I feel almost certain of 
finding a stricture of the rectum before the 
finger is pushed as far as the second joint 
No, 378. ' 


into the gut. In some cases, however, this 
external mark has not been present. 0 

Dr. Colies says that he has never met with 
a case in which the stricture was produced 
by means of hands thrown across the canal. 
He therefore concludes, and certainly with 
much justice, that this peculiar formation 
must be extremely rare. He adverts also 
to a practical point of some consequence, 
relating to the detection of stricture ; name* 
ly, that in a few instances it has been seated 
so high that it could scarcely be touched 
with the point of the finger, until the pa* 

I tient was desired to “force down/' when 
satisfactory evidence of its existence was 
immediately obtained. 

The distinguishing features between sttic* 
ture of the rectum and some other affections 
of this intestine, next engage the author's 
attention. Cancer, he believes, may always 
be distinguished by the leaden hue of the 
countenance, by the lancinating character of 
the pain, and, in the early stages, in which 
the diagnosis is usually considered the most 
difficult, he distinguishes the disesses by 
the comparative results of two manual exa* 
minations instituted at an interval of some 
weeks. “ The cancerous ulceration will 
in the interval have destroyed some portion 
of the hardened wall of the intestine, and 
have thus produced a condition of the parts 
very different from that found in cases of 
stricture of the same duration.” Schirrus 
of the uterus and vagina, and in the male 
enlargement of the prostate gland, are also 
attended by many of the phenomena of stric- 
ture of the rectum. Manual examination, 
the author asserts, is sufficient to distin- 
guish between these diseases. An ulcer 
also is occasionally known to occur within 
the rectum, but this, if low down, becomes 
visible by expanding the anus, or by intro- 
ducing a blunt polished gorget into the 
bowel, with its concavity towards the dis« 
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eased side of tlie rectum. The finger, too, 
if steadily pressed against it, will be received 
into the cavity of the ulcer, although in & 
hasty examination this part feels as if it 
were a ridge. In the last place. Dr. Coll 6s 
notices a most important fact, which, in 
connexion with the anatomical details on 
the subject, communicated by Dr. Houston, 
and which we will subsequently notice, ap- 
pears to us to be of much practical moment. 
We state the circumstance in the author’s 
brief but descriptive language. 

“ Lastly, it may not be amiss to mention 
ihat We sometimes find in patients who are 
free from all symptoms of morbid condition 
of the rectum, that the finger in ano cannot 
discover any canal in the gut, the entire of 
the calibre above the sphincters being filled 
up with folds of the lining membrane ; re- 
peated observations, however, teach us that 
such a state is not morbid, as it in no way 
intercepts or disturbs the healthy functions 
of the intestine.*’ 

With respect to the influence of bougies 
in the treatment of this disease, he considers 
it calculated to alleviate the Bufferings of 
the patient, but, on the other hand, he con- 
fidently asserts his conviction, that neither 
by the bougie, nor by any other mode of treat- 
ment, has organic stricture of the rectum 
ever been entirely cured. As a palliative 
method, however, he frequently employs 
the bougie, and he has also made it the 
vehicle for conveying ointments of various 
kinds to the seat ofthe disease ; by means of 
a spiral groove running along die instrument, 
and which prevents the tightness of the 
anus and sphincters from rubbiDg off the 
application. Mercury, arsenic, iron, and 
cicuta, he also tried in vain, as far as the 
total cure is concerned. The existence of 
such a disease as spasmodic stricture ofthe 
rectum Dr. Colles disbelieves, and this 
scepticism he rationally founds on the ne- 
gative evidence of a practice of twenty 
years. He admits of a spasmodic stricture 
of the sphincter ani, but considers it a very 
rare disease. In the only case of this which 
he has ever seen, the patient had been 
treated for spasmodic stricture of the rec- 
tum, but the result of inquiry into the pro- 
gress and symptoms of the affection haring 
convinced Dr. Colies of the true nature of 
the case, he passed a wooden globe three 
and a half inches in circumference, mounted 
on a stalk of whalebone, ten inches up into 


rHE RECTUM, 

the rectum without meeting any obstruction, 
and thus convinced bis patient that his feawr 
of strictured rectum were entirely un- 
founded. 

The authpr next devotes a fevv pages to 
vascular tumours qf the rectum, or what 
is vaguely denominated “ hemorrhoidal ex- 
crescences,” a term which he considers in- 
applicable to their pathological structure. 
We quote his own words, but we must 
confess that we cannot perceive the force of 
his objection to the name in ordinary accep- 
tation, since it is only descriptive of an 
acknowledged haemorrhagic condition tb 
which they are liable, and does not allude 
to their structural formation. The author s 
observations, however, are interesting in 
mother respect, and throw much light on 
the pathology of the disease. 

(t I had an opportunity of examining the 
structure of these tumours in a patient who 
had died of another disease. On slitting 
up the rectum I saw three blood-vessels, 
each as large 88 a crow-quill, running for 
some way down the intestine, and then 
dividing into a number of branches ; these 
vessels ramified very profusely, and each 
seemed by interweaving of its branches to 
form one of these tumours. The trunks and 
branches were covered only by the lining 
membrane of the intestine.” 

In the treatment of these annoying tu- 
mours, he prefers excision to the ligature, 
from the impossibility of preventing the 
occurrence .of tetanus, which may be dread- 
ed after the former, and from the facility 
with which the only difficulty attending the 
latter, namely haemorrhage, can be con- 
trolled. 

The following passage, describing his 
mode of operation, deserves minute atlen* 
tion. His observations on the prevention 
of haemorrhage after the operation are ex- 
tremely judicious ; and it will be perceived 
that he makes a forcible objection to 
Mr. Hey*s method of excising these tu- 
mours : — 

«< The following mode of operating I 
have found to be uniformly and permanently 
successful, and it is considerably less severs 
than that generally recommended. The 
tumours having been made to protrude by 
means of a purgative injection, I direct my 
assistant to pass a hook or common tenacu- 
lum through one or two of the largest, while 
I seize another lengthwise with a polyp'ua 
forceps, then drawing the tumour a uttto 
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toward* ttie axis of the gut, wiffc s Istg* 

r ir of ecissars paused behind the forceps, 
cat off «ii that portion which is engaged 
between its blades. I then proceed in the 
same manner to remove those tumours 
Which the assistant holds transfixed by the 
book. By fastening and drawing oat the 
tamour with the forceps, we much facilitate 
its removal by the scissars ; proceeding in 
this way, I guard against these tumours 
|>eing drawn up within the sphincter, as 
boon as the first had been removed. I do 
not think that any case will require the re- 
moval of more than three of these tumours, 
and not unfrequently the cure will be en- 
sured by cutting off only two of them. 
When the operation ia finished, the pro- 
truded parts generally lie within thesphino- 
ter ; should any part remain out, it must 
be completely pushed in with the finger. 
In order to guard against the danger of 
haemorrhage, I take care not to prolong my 
incision higher on the bowel than what I 
Conceive will, when replaced, lie within the 
iphinctef ; for if we cut the gut Lieher up, 
this part, when returned, may bleed freely, 
from not having any surface closely opposed 
to it. Besides) we know that by cutting higher 
up we are in daneer of cutting the trunk of 
ihe Vessel, instead of confining our incision 
to the tumour which is composed solely by 
the convolutions of its very minute branches. 

“ I should be afraid to adopt Mr. Hey’s 
method of cutting away all the protruding 
tumours, together with the skin at the verge 
of the anus, lest the patient should after- 
wards occasion the distress which a too con- 
tracted state of this outlet must occasion ; 
for ia one case. Where, fot thfe purpose of 
extirpating warts, a ring of skin at the 
verge of the anus had been cut away along 
with these excrescences, the condition of 
the patient wls rendered truly miserable.” 

Dr. Colles* paper terminates with a few 
remarks on a peculiar “ ulcer of the rec- 
tum.” The mode by which this affection is 
recognised, we have already alluded to; of 
the remedy, the author speaks in the fol- 
lowing termB 

“ The remedy for this disease is, to in- 
troduce into the rectum a convex-edged 
scalpel, and make an iubision through the 
entire length of the ulcer, continuing it 
through the sphincter and dividing the verge 
of the anus; as soon as this wound has got 
into a state of suppuration, we should dress 
it and the ulcer, with some stimulating oint- 
ment introduced on a dossil of liut. The 
case goes on without interruption, although 
it is rather tedious and slow of healing. I 
need hardly say, that the final cicatrization 
will he promoted by the occasional applica- 
tion of the tttafeter of silver.” 


The next article is en able fetid important 
paper by Dr. Houston, entitled, “ Observa- 
tions on the Mucous Membrane of the Rec- 
turn.” As a companion to Dr. Collei’ me- 
moir, it fs peculiarly opportune, especially 
since it completely elucidates the impalpable 
condition of the rectum which Dr. Gotles 
describes. In the progress of preparing 
some specimens of the natural position of 
the pelvic viscerl, by hardening the parte 
with an injection of spirits, Dr. Houston’s 
attention was arrested by the appearance of 
valvular projections in the rectum, formed 
by duplicatures of its lining membrane, and 
containing occasionally some muscular fibres. 
On repeating this mode of injection with a 
view to investigate this appearance, it was 
found to be one of almost invariable occur- 
rence. The valves are usually three id 
number, of a semilunar form, their convex 
borders Ire attached to the sides of the rec- 
tum, and their general disposition is such 
as to form, by their being placed succes- 
sively on different sides of the gut, a sort of 
spiral tract down its cavity. 

The physiological rationale of this con- 
formation, the author supposes to be a con- 
trivance for supporting the weight of fecal 
matter, and preventing inconvenient pres- 
sure on the sphincter. His observations on 
the pathological relations of the vllves are 
extremely interesting : — 

“ Considered in reference to disease, the 
valves or shelves thrown across the cavity 
of the intestine are fraught with still more 
importance. They may possibly become the 
most frequent seat of that morbid alteration 
of the inner membrane termed stricture. I 
have not, however, examined the subject 
with a view towards determining this ques- 
tion, but there ate several facts which give 
probability to the conjecture. In the first 
place, this disease is generally confined at 
its commencement to a portion of the cir- 
cumference of the gut ; and, secondly, the 
seats of this occurrence correspond very 
much to the places where these valves are 
most frequently found, viz., near the orifice, 
about three inches up, or at the top of the 
rectum. There is still another more weighty 
reason why the surgeon should bear in 
mind the existence of these folds, that he 
may not mistake them for strictures in the 
gut, a mistake which, it is to be feared, has 
often happened to those who have reported 
such numerous cases of this disease, and 
which, by leading them to the frequent 
practice of bougies, may hare brought on 

Ul 
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the very malady which their instruments 
were intended to remove.” 

Dr. Houston gives a minute anatomical 
description of these valves, for which we 
have not space ; their aspect is often hori- 
zontal,' but usually obliquely upwards, and 
their depth is generally from half to three 
quarters of an inch. Mr. Crampton and 
Hie author concur in recommending a modi- 
fied form of spiral bougie (something like 
a magnified cork-screw), corresponding to 
this newly-discovered configuration. Of 
this instrument,' and of the valves, rectum, 
&c., tn situ , an accurate, but coarse, litho- 
graphic drawing is appended to the paper. 
The distances, size, and anatomical bearings, 
are all represented with sufficient correct- 
ness, but every line is drawn as thickly as if 
it had been “ laid on ” with a house-painter’s 
brush. Had there not been some tolrealby 
good delineations by the same artist in this 
▼olume, we should have formed but an in- 
different opinion either of the taste of the 
editors, or the state of lithography in the 
sister isle. 

The remaining articles, with perhaps 
three exceptions, are so replete with inte- 
rest, that our chief difficulty consists in 
making the selection which the limits of our 
analysis require. Taking novelty as our 
guide, we pass to the consideration of the 
papers on ophthalmic surgery by Dr. Jacob, 
and on the newly- discovered muscles for 
compressing the dorsal veins of the penis 
during the turgescence of that organ, by 
Dr. Houston, the author of the preceding 
remarks on the valves of the rectum. 

Dr. Jacob subdivides his paper into differ- 
ent sections, commencing with remarks on 
stains of the conjunctiva and opacities of the 
cornea, produced by the application of ni- 
trate of silver, acetate of lead, oxyd of iron, 
&c., a subject which, it appears, has attract- 
ed no attention from the several authors on 
the diseases of the eye, with the exception 
of a very brief notice by Mr. Lawrence, of 
the effect of nitrate of silver in producing a 
livid atateof the conjunctiva, as given in our 
report of that gentleman’s twentieth surgical 
lecture. 

The stain produced by the continued ap- 
plication of lunar caustic, Dr. Jacob believes 
to be indelible. It seldom or never occurs, 
unless the remedy have been applied for six 
weeks or two months, and result from a 


deposition of the olive oxyd of silver# The 
inconvenience to which it gives rree are twor 
fold, deformity and obstruction of vision, the 
first of which is so remarkable, that the acid 
little author avails himself of the occasion 
to remark, “ that one practitioner, who was 
in the habit of using the solution very freely, 
so frequently produced this effect, that he 
has been able to point out his patients by 
the colour of their eyes.” The second and 
I more serious evil is one of very frequent 
occurrence, and, according to Dr. Jacob, is 
most frequently produced in the very cases 
in which the application is particularly re- 
commended, namely, in sloughy ulcers of 
the cornea, or ulcers which have just cast 
off a slough. He does not think that sur- 
gery will be at all injured by a diminution 
of confidence in this, which he bitterly 
terms a <* popular” remedy. He agrees 
with Mr. Lawrence in admitting, that he 
does not understand how this caustic can act 
beneficially upon the diseased eye ; and, 
finally, with reference to the experience of 
others in its favour, he observes in the same 
snappish spirit which invariably character- 
izes the animadversions of this clever, but 
irritable critic, — “ The nitrate of silver may 
often have been beneficial in the hands 
of such a man as Scarpa I believe, but I 
think, that if this able surgeon had seen its 
general effects in the hands of others , he 
would not have given it so unqualified a. 
recommendation.” 

He next alludes to the analogous effects 
of the application of the acetate of lead#. 
The phenomena which this occasionally pro- 
duces are so ably described, that we shall 
transfer the author’s words to our columns : 

** The injury produced by the nitrate of 
silver is seldom so great &9 that which 
more frequently follows the use of the 
acetate of lead, yet I do not find any men- 
tion of the latter in books. If a solution 
of the acetate of lead be applied to the eye 
when the cornea is suffering fiom an ulcer 
of a particular character; the acetate is 
decomposed, and a white precipitate is 
deposited on the ulcer, to which it adheres 
tenaciously, and in the healing becomes 
permanently and indelibly embedded in the 
structure of the cornea. The appearance 
produced by this cause cannot be mistaken, 
its chalky impervious opacity distinguishes 
it from the pearly semi-transparent struc- 
ture of even the densest opacity produced 
by common ulceration. The degree and 
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form of the opacity are varied as the original 
ulcer was varied. If the original ulcer was 
deep and circumscribed, the opacity is chalky 
white, dense, and defined, if the original 
ulceration was superficial end diffused, or 
composed of numerous small specks of ulcer* 
ation scattered over the cornea, the opacity 
presents the appearance of several irregu- 
larly-shaped dots or specks of a dirty- white 
appearance. - - - - The opacity appears to be 
produced at once, and by a single applica- 
tion. I have seen it the day after a drop of 
solution of acetate of lead had been put 
into the eye by mistake. ----- How far 
the stains and opacities to which I have al- 
luded admit of remedy, I cannot determine. 

I have tried acid solutions, and in the recent 
deposits of the salts of lead, silver, or iron, 
on an open ulcer, I have scraped the sur- 
face with the point of a needle, and thus 
removed the foreign matter; but as this 
cannot always be practised with safety, and 
may cause a larger opacity of a different 
character, its utility may be questioned/' 

Dr. Jacob finds, that whether in health 
or disease, the presence of an alkali in the 
lachrymal secretion may be known by red- 
dened litmus being restored to its colour by 
the tesrs. He collected a considerable quan- 
tity of the precipitate, which was submitted 
to analysis by Dr. Apjohn, with the follow, 
ing results 

“ The supernatant liquid having been re- 
moved by a sucking tube, the precipitate 
was digested with moderately strong acetic 
acid, -which effected its partial solution with 
considerable effervescence ; the solution 
having been decanted, the residual matter 
was well washed with distilled water, and 
then treated with a few drops of strong 
nitric acid ; this caused it to disappear, ni- 
tric oxyde being at the same time evolved, 
and the solution, when evaporated to dry- 
ness, yielded a residuum of a deep yellow 
colour, entirely destructible by heat. The 
solution made by the acetic acid was next 
evaporated to dryness, and the saline resi- 
duum repeatedly digested in alcohol, which 
took up the greater part of it, and was found 
on examination to contain acetate of lead ; 
the portion which resisted the solvent action 
of alcohol appeared to undergo slight dimi- 
nution by digestion with distilled water, 
and the solution was rendered cloudy by 
nitrate of silver : this argues the existence 
of chloride oflead. Finally, wbat remained 
after the action of the water, exhibited before 
the blow-pipe the properties of phosphate of 
lead." 

We have not space to pursue Dr. Jacob’s 
observations any farther ; suffice it to say, 
that much practical information is afforded 
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in comparatively few pages. Whoever may 
peruse this author’s writings, certainly need 
not dread the invasion ofiennui, for wherever 
Dr. Jacob has an opportunity, he barks 
with so much spirit, that even on the.dulleat 
subject be is extremely amusing. 

We now turn to Dr. Houston’s discovery 
of the “ compressores venae dorsalis penis in 
man,** with a brief abstract of which we shall 
conclude this notice. He introduces the 
subject by an outline of the anatomical 
conformation of the penis in the different 
tribes of mammalia, and points out the uni- 
formity of structural type, &c. in the entire. 
Thus the cavernous bodies have been deter- 
mined by several processes to be vascular, 
entirely composed of vessels, chiefly veins, 
interwoven with each other in the most 
complicated manner. The corpus spongio- 
sum urethrae is likewise formed of innu- 
merable blood-vessels, and in the diflferent 
orders chiefly varies in its comparative 
magnitude with the other parts of the penis. 
In all, a striking uniformity exists with re- 
spect to the mode in which the several veins 
are collected into one general trunk, which, 
after passing beneath the arch of the pubis, 
is again distributed over the sides of the 
bladder and prostate gland. 

Having premised this general view of the 
anatomy of the parts, Dr. Houston proceeds 
to investigate the nature of the turgescent 
state of the penis; and ihi9, in limine, he is 
disposed to ascribe to sanguineous accumu- 
lation in the veins ; that it; cannot result 
from arterial congestion, he argues from the 
rigidity of the tunics of arteries, and from 
experiments on living animals, in which he 
has never been able to discover any differ- 
ence in tbe fulness of the arteries in the 
most extreme state of turgesoence or col- 
lapse of the organ. 

He next proceeds to investigate the mode 
in which this venous congestion is affected ; 
be notices the disproportionate size which 
the venae dorsales bear to their accompany- 
ing arteries, and dwells at considerable 
length on the incompetency of the erectores 
penis, accelerators urinae, and transversa- 
les perinei, to accomplish the compression 
of the veins, which would be necessary to 
induce the erectile state. Haller’s vague 
opinion of disproportionate influx of blood 
he justly rejects as insufficient to afford a 
rational explanation. Finally, he adduces 
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% number of extremely curious and novel 
anatomical facts, by which he demonstrates 
« mechanical apparatus provided in all the 
tribes of the mammalia for arresting the re- 
flux of blood by tire dorsal veins. We sub- 
join sufficient extracts from the paper to 
elucidate the subject in a satisfactory man- 
ner : — 

“ My attention was first directed to this 
subject by a communication made to me by 
the late ingenious Mr. Shekleton. In dis- 
secting the penis of a dog be discovered two 
muscles connected with the venie dorsales, 
and admirably adapted for making such 
compression on these vessels as to obstruct 
the current jof blood in their canal. But 
the melancholy event which deprived the 
world, of the fruits of his genius, also 
stopped his further prosecution of this sub- 
ject. I afterwards found, on inquiring as 
to the originality of the observation, that 
the great Cuvier, whose extended researches 
have left little room tor further discoveries 
in anatomical science, makes notice of the 
existence of such muscles as these. His 
allusion to them ip, however, only cursory, 
and his opinion regarding their functions 
undecided. The result of my own observa- 
tions respecting their existence in different 
animals, snd the extent of their influence 
in producing erections of the penis, toge- 
ther with the discovery of a similar appara- 
tus connected with the lingual yeins of the 
chameleon, I shall now proceed to detail. 
The muscles are situated between the arch 
of the pubis and the penis. I propose to 
name them compressores vena dorsalis penis, 
I have found them readily in every animal 
which I examined. In the dog, wolf, jack- 
all, bear, badger, cat, raccoon, coati-roondi, 
marmot, aguti, horse, seal, &c. &c«, and en- 
couraged by the certainty of their existence 
in these animals, together with the general 
resemblance which the muscles, blood-ves- 
sels, and erectile tissue in them, bears to the 
same structures in the human body, I per- 
severed in my search jfor them in man, by a 
variety of dissections, until at length I dis- 
covered them on the 15th of July, 1830, 
and satisfactorily demonstrated them to 
many of the pupils and several professors 
in Dublin, among the latter of whom I 
have the privilege of enumerating Drs. 
Cuaack, Jacob, and Graves, whose expres- 
sions of satisfaction as to the presence of 
the muscleB, and their favourable arrange- 
ment for exerting pressure on the vena dor- 
salis, afford abundant testimony of their 
existence.*’— pp. 468 — 470. 

Dr.jHouston next gives a minute anato- 
mical description of these muscles in the 
dog, monkey, bear, badger, cat, aguti, and 
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horse, and lastly in in whom d®* 
scribes them thus 

« In man, the compressores venis dorsalis, 
are less distinct than in most of the mam- 
malia. They arise from the rami of the 
pubis, above the origin of the erectores 
penis and crura, and ascending in a direc- 
lion forwards are inserted above the^ vena 
dorsalis by joining with each other in the 
mesial line. They form a thin stratum of 
muscular and tendinous fibres, about one 
inch long and three quarters of an inch 
broad, and may perhaps be looked upon as 
portions of the- erectores penis, which, in- 
stead of being inserted into the sides and 
lower part of the corpora cavernosa, mount 
over those bodies, to exert their compress- 
ing influence on the vena dorsalis. They 
enclose between them and the penis the 
vein, arteries, and nerves, of this region. 
Their anterior fibres are distinguished from 
those of the erectores, by the fibrous attach- 
ment of the crura to the pubis j their pos- 
terior margins are kept distinct from the 
front part of the levatores ani, known under 
the name of Wilson’s Muscles, by the pudic 
artery, which divides them in its course 
towards the dorsum of the penis. 

«* The best procedure to display these 
muscles is the following. Detach the blad- 
der and levator ani with the hand, from ope 
side of the pelvis ; then divide with a saw 
the pubis and ischium about one inch from 
the symphisis, and break off the bones at 
the sacro-iliac articulation : next dissect 
away carefully the remaining portion of the 
pubis from the symphisis, periosteum, and 
crura penis, and then the compressores 
vens, bearing still their natural relations 
to the crura and other muscles, may be ex- 
posed with very little difficulty.**— pp. 47 J 
— 474. 

In emaciated persons new muscles are 
detected with very great difficulty. Their 
action is indisputably proved by the fact, that 
by stretching them in the direction of their 
fibres, the current of fluid through the dor- 
sal veins is completely arrested. Finally, 
Dr. Houston relates some striking experi- 
ments on dogs, iu which the ligature of the 
dorsal veins produced permanent turges- 
cence of the penis, which was only relieved 
when new channels were established for the 
evacuation of the venous blood. On the 
physiological interest of these statements 
we will make no further comment, than that 
they are in the highest degree creditable to 
the author’s originality of genius and ana- 
tomical perseverance. In the same paper 
he describes ably and beautifully the analo- 
gous structure of the chameleon’s tongue* 
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which oor readers will probably recollect k 
an erectile organ moat wonderfully adapted 
to the prehension of food, &c. We cannot 
leave this subject, without bestowing our 
wannest praise on the exquisite engravings 
which accompany the essay. 

We regret wf cannot extend oor analysis 
to several other papers of great merit ; we 
will particularise that by Dr. Marsh on a 
convulsive disease affecting young children, 
Which he states may be denominated spasm 
•f the glottis; we may also mention a 
practically uaefol, hut rather quaekish com* 
muni cation from Dr. Cheyne on the efficacy 
of small bleedings in restraining haemorrhage 
from the lungs. Mr. R. R. Gregory’s concise 
report of his newly- established lying-in 
hospital is also highly creditable, and will 
perhaps elicit a few remarks on another 
occasion. Before we conclude we have a 
disagreeable duty to perform ; one which, 
without metaphor, seta a sting in the tail of 
pur observations: it is that of advising Mr. 
West never again to venture into auch good 
company on such a frivolous ground aa 
that of his “ case of psoriasis successfully 
treated,” &c. &c. Reputations are not to 
he earned by the authorship of papers so 
insignificant as this. 
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‘ (Concluded from page 876.) 

MALINGERING. 

I now proceed to make a few remarks on 
the impositions which sre frequently prac- 
tised upon us. Writers on forensic medicine 
divide these impositions into pretended dis- 
eases, morbi simulati, — diseases which have 
really no existence ; morbi dissimulate — dis- 
eases which really exist, but where health is 
feigned ; . and diseases which are falsely im- 
puted to others, — moirbi imputati . Now, 
people frequently pretend to have diseases 
for the purpose of avoiding punishment. 
-Thus insane people are not capitally punish- 
ed, nid criminals will therefore feign in- 


sanity. Pregnant women (pregnancy, how- 
ever, is not a disease, a pathological state, 
but a physiological state, and the word 
mwbi is therefore an improper term for the 
whole of these things) are not executed, and 
the punishment, therefore, ia delayed in the 
case of pregnancy until delivery baa taken 
place. Soldiers and sailors will pretend ill- 
ness to avoid the duties of their stations, and 
to be dismissed the service and provided 
for accordingly. Diseases are often dissem • 
bled, — health is pretended, in order to avoid 
the disgrace ana disadvantages which am 
perhaps attached to the particular condition. 
Single women dissemble pregnancy that 
their characters may not suffer. Again, dis- 
ease is sometimes imputed to persons In 
order that the accusers may get possession 
of their property, or obtain the management 
of them in some way or other, and not uu- 
frequently out of mere spite, from a desire 
to be revenged upon and to disgrace ano- 
ther. 

Now these stratagems have been adopted 
from the most ancient times. But 1 will 
speak only of the morbi simulati ; for the 
(hssimulati and imputati I shall not have 
time to consider, and there is far less diffi- 
culty in ascertaining the morbi dissimulati , 
— the existence of disease when health is 
pretended, than when disease is feigned ; 
tor if a person have a disease, it is very 
difficult for him to conceal it — if one is ill, 
it is not an easy matter to appear well. 
Again, as to imputed disease, the alleged 
affection does not exist, and the individual 
himself is practising no deceit : the disease 
is merely imputed to him by others, and you 
have as full an opportunity of judging of his 
real condition as they ; for no one will think 
of imputing a disease which gives no exter- 
nal symptoms, of imputing, for example, 
chronic rheumatic pains to another, because 
these are insenaible to all except the pa- 
tients. But pretended diseases, morbi 
simulati, are very numerous, and the deceit 
is exceedingly ancient. Y ou will recollect 
that Ulysses pretended madness in order to 
avoid going to the Trojan war, and David, 
too, pretended to be mad, or rather imbecile, 
when he waa afraid of Acliish, the king of 
Gath, to whose court he had fied from Saul : 
and hence you read in the first book of 
Samuel, chapter xxi verse 33, that “He 
changed his behaviour before them, and 
feigned himself mad in their hands, and 
scrabbled on the doors of the gate, and let 
his spittle fall dowu upon his beard.” 

I have had far less experience in these 
matters than gentlemen who practise in the 
navy and army, and it iB wonderful to read 
what is sometimes borne, what severity of 
punishment is undergone by sailors and sol- 
diers, in order to avoid duty, to be dis- 
charged and to get pension They will 
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bear the moat severe medioal treatment, 
starring, blistering, and the application of 
caustic; they will bear confinement by 
themselves ; they will keep up inflammation 
of the eyes by applying cantharides and sul- 
phate of copper, day after day subjecting 
themselves to the greatest pain, and expos- j 
ing themselves to the greatest hardships, 
tm they at last procure their dismissal, when 
they will sometimes confess the cheat. No 
one could have the least idea that human na- 
ture was capable of practising such de- : 
ceit, and of undergoing such suffering for the j 
purpose of carrying it on. Dr. Cbeyne has | 
furnished us with very good information on 
the subject, in a paper in the fourth volume 
of the Dublin Hospi al Reports, and Mr. 
Copland Hutchison, in his Practical Ob- 
servations on Surgery. Dr. Cbeyne de- 
scribes the deceptions witnessed by him in 
the army, and Mr. Hutchison those which 
are observed in the navy. In Hennen's 
Military Surgery the subject is also well 
treated. Dr. Cbeyne says, “ I never saw a 
more humiliating picture of depravity or per- 
version of reasou, call it what we may, than 
I have witnessed in a ward filled with sol- 
diers labouring under ophthalmia (1) most of 
the cases, as I have learned from the surgeon 
in attendance, being fictitious. The me- 
thods by which inflammation of the eye is 
produced and maintained, have not all been 
brought tp light, but quick lime, infusion of 
tobacco, the gonorrhoeal discharge, cantba- 
rides ointment, nitrate of silver, blue-stone, 
and other metallic salts, are probably among 
the most common irritants employed. In- 
flammation thus caused is most painful, and 
is kept up under every privation which can 
make life miserable; locked up in a dark 
ward, and permitted to have intercourse 
only with the officers of the hospital, nurses, 
and orderlies, confined to diet which, from 
the absence of every stimulating material, 
is most disrelishing, suffering under painful 
external applications, and nauseating inter- 
nal medicines, phlebotomized and leeched 
till their complexions are bloodless, their 
pulse haemorrhagic, and the frightful train 
of nervous symptoms which excessive blood- 
letting produces is established in the sys- 
tem. All these evils, in many coses, have 
the effect but to confirm the soldier in his 
determination to destroy one or both of his 
eyes that he may be dismissed from the ser- 
vice, with the chance of a small pension.” 
“ Wonderful, indeed, iB the obstinacy which 
some malingerers (the name given to 
these impostors) evince. Night and day 
they will remain with the endurance of a 
fakir, in a position the most irksome. For 
weeks and months many men have, with 
surprising resolution, sat and walked 
with their bodies bent double. Some have 
continued to irritate sores in the leg until 


tlieir cases became to bad as to require &mpu« 
tation of the limb, and many instances have 
occurred in naval and military hospitals of 
fictitious complaints ending fatally.” It is 
thought that methods of deception have been 
reduced to a system, and preserved in many 
regiments, and handed down that those who 
think proper may try them, and a kind of 
freemasonry exists, which, preventing the 
exemplary from informing of the worthless, 
renders it often very difficult to detect the 
method of deceit. 

One of the diseases most commonly pre- 
tended is fever. Persons will take spirits 
or stimulants of some kind to excite the 
pulse, to heat the skin, and parch the mouth; 
but in these cases, unless intoxication, or an 
approach to it, is produced, there is not that 
heaviness and distress of countenance which 
is seen in fever. The deceit may frequently 
be detected by tbe smell of the breath, and 
if you confine them in a room where there is 
no opportunity of applying tbe stimulus 
again, first stripping them to ascertain that 
they have none on their persons to keep 
up the symptom?, these must soon go off. 
Some persons, however, will manage to sus- 
tain the irritation by putting a clove of garlic 
up the rectum. As it. is right, however, in 
real fever to clear out the bowels, this 
cannot long occasion difficulty. So with 
respect to any feigned disease which, to be 
kept up, requires continued irritation, whe- 
ther ophthalmia or any sore, if the parties 
are confined so that they can obtain no 
access to the necessary stimulants, it will of 
course cease. The complete prevention of 
access to means of deceit, is the great mode 
of detecting and removing a large class of 
feigned diseases. Tobacco and digitalis are 
said sometimes to bave been taken to pro- 
duce the opposite effect on tbe pulse, — to 
depress it. 

Deafness and dumbness may be counter- 
feited, in . places where the person is un- 
known. There was a young man in France, 
who, in order to avoid the conscription, pre- 
tended to be deaf aod dumb, and kept up 
the deception for four years. He travelled 
through France, Germany, Spain, and 
Switzerland, and wished to appear like 
young Telemachus in search of his father. 
He professed to have been instructed in the 
Abb6 Sicard’s establishment, but on being 
confronted with some of the Abb4*s pupils, 
he proved to be ignorant of the signs taught in 
that school ; and from fear of being confront- 
ed with a cook from whom he had learnt to 
make- pastry, he opened a book and read 
aloud. He had been remarkably consistent 
for four years in his plan, but failed in one 
point in writing he substituted, through 
ignorance (having been indifferently edu- 
cated), the g for the c, thus making it pro- 
bable that at one time he bad known that 
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the sounds ofboth were much alike in some 
words. This he was not likelv to hare 
learnt but by his ear. The Abbe' de l*Ep6e, 
and a whole committee, were once deceived 
by an impostor, who pretended to be deaf 
and dumb. . In one instance a man pretended 
that he was born deaf and dumb, in order to 
obtain his discharge from the French army ; 
but the examining physician, Dr. Fod6r£, 
going behind him said, “ Yon shall not per- 
suade me that younre deaf, and if you will 
disclose the truth, I will procure you your 
discharge.” “Well then,” said the poor 
deserter, to the surprise of all, “I am not 
deaf.” 

A loud noise suddenly made in the ears of 
such persons when they are unaware of the 
intention, will sometimes produce a degree 
of agitation, notwithstanding all they may do 
to avoid showing it, and their power of hear- 
ing has been thus discovered. Sometimes the 
discovery has been made by talking in their 
presence of violent measures for their re- 
covery ; by saying that red-hot irons are the 
only remedy for their complaint. This has 
frequently produced agitation of the counte- 
nance, or a quickness of pulse, which show- 
ed that the conversation had been over- 
heard. Stratagem, therefore, is another 
mode of discovering whether diseases are 
feigned. A very fine case of imposture 
occurred in this country, in the case of Miss 
Macavoy , at Liverpool, a few years ago. She 
professed to be able to see, not with her 
eyes, but with her fingers. So convinced 
were some persons that this was not a case 
of imposition, that a quarto book was written 
to prove her veracity. Goggles were placed 
upon her eyes, but it was easy for her to 
see in spite of them, by holding her head in 
different directions, so that the light might 
pass under the edges. The only satisfactory 
proof would have been to have put her bead 
in a bandbox, and bring it down so closely 
around the neck, that it would have been 
impossible for her to see the light from any 
part. There is great difficulty in bo plac- 
ing any- thing over the eyes as totally to 
exclude the light; and she actually was 
obliged to hold her head in different direc- 
tions when the goggles were placed upon 
her eyes, before she could see any object ; 
hut certainly there would have been no 
occasion for- this, had she seen with her 
fingers . The whole tiling indeed was very 
gross, for, amongst other wonders, she 
declared that by touching convex lenses 
placed between her and objects, the ob- 
jects appeared larger, and by touching con- 
cave lenses they appeared smaller ; the ab- 
surdity of which is manifest, for you know 
that the/ocuxof a lens is at a distance from 
the glass itself, and it should have been, 
therefore, hy holding her fingers not in con- 
tact with the glasses, but in the focus of 


the glasses, that the objects should have 
appeared enlarged or diminished. The im- 
possibility of this statement ought alone to 
have been considered proof of deception* 
No experiment wss made to ascertain whe- 
ther the point of the lens she touched was 
in a line with the object, and whether an 
opaque substance interposed in - this line 
prevented her power. An acute investiga- 
tion, therefore, with the view of detecting 
any incompatibility or impossibility, or any 
deviation from the usual character of a 
disease, is a third mode of ascertaining the 
existence of a deception. Short and long 
sightedness are sometimes pretended, and 
may be detected by substituting one glass 
for another, without lettipg the party know* 
of it, and then observing the effect ; for if 
the complaint is feigned, the effect of the 
glass calculated to remedy the real defect 
will be to produce that difficulty of which 
they complain ; and if you substitute a 
plain glass, while they think it is a lens, 
they may declare at once that they can see 
clearly. 

Amaurosis is sometimes pretended, and 
may sometimes be with difficulty detected, 
because the structure of the eye in amau- 
rosis is frequently entire, and the iris in 
amaurosis sometimes contracts. If the pu- 
pil were always insensible or sluggish, you 
might detect the imposition ; at least, by 
cutting off the patient from access to bella- 
donna and some other narcotics, which, you 
well know, smeared around the orbit, di- 
late the pupil, and render the iris motion- 
less for a time. But blisters and caustic, and 
similar means, are often proper remedies in 
amaurosis, and they are, therefore, suitable 
when it is feigned. They are very proper 
in pretended amaurosis, aud far more likely 
to cure it than the real disease. Electric 
shocks are highly proper in many cases of 
palsy, rheumatism, and convulsions ; and 
Dr. Cheyne has known these cure many 
feigned instances of these diseases. My 
patient was rapidly getting well under elec- 
tric shocks, and may probably soon be cured 
by them in the hospital where he is at pre- 
sent. A writer on forensic medicine, Ma- 
hon, mentions a case of a young man who 
feigned amaurosis so well, that on being 
led towards the .edge of a river, he walked 
on and tumbled in. After obtaining a pro- 
mise of his discharge, be confessed the de- 
ception, and took up a book and read. Pal- 
pitation is sometimes feigned. Dr. Hennen 
mentions the case of a soldier who feigned 
great palpitation, but when compelled to 
throw his head back, so that he could not 
lessen the cavity of his chest, the palpitation 
diminished very much. It appears that he 
did so by lessening the chest, so that the 
front of it was brought close to the heart, 
and this organ was felt beating against the 
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parities} bat when he was so placed that he 
could not contract his chest, the palpitation 
was found to be exceedingly slight. Mr. 
Hutobison says that white hellebore is often 
used by sailors to excite palpitation. 

As to feigned jaundice, that is easily dis* 
covered, because the sclerotica cannot be 
coloured, and tile colouring of tbe skin may 
be washed off. The impostors, too, gene- 
rally forget to whiten the faeces, and to 
give urine the appearance of porter, at 
least at the same time to make it yellow, 
so that this hue may become apparent on 
holding the vessel on one side. Is is said 
also, that general debility and exhaustion 
have been imitated by bringing the face in 
contact with the fumes of sulphur ; but here 
detection is easy. Haemorrhage from the 
stomach, lungs, rectnm, urethra, and va- 
gina, is frequently feigned. Blood is some- 
times obtained in these cases by sucking 
the gams; or pricking and sucking the 
fingers. I had a case last year in the hos- 
pital in whioh the patient pretended to 
spit blood from her lungs, which I found she 
sucked from her gums. When the blood is 
so copious that they must employ the blood 
of some brute, — generally bullock's Used, 
Confinement and the pr e v e nti o n of access 
to this, will soon cure the complaint. Hae- 
morrhage from the rectum is also imitated 
by injecting^ clysters of blood, but the same 
means will detect this description of fraud. 
The imitation of bloody urine it is said may 
be effected by eating the prickly pear, and 
some red roots which have the property of 
dying the urine red ; but if you come to 
examine the urine, you wiU discorer no 
coagulnm, no fiocouli, no red lumps, and 
When evaporated there is no such sediment 
As dried blood. I recollect a woman show- 
ing a Humber of small substances which 
sbe declared she passed in great agony 
With her urine ; they were found to con- 
tain carbonate of lime, which very rarely 
Constitutes urinary calculi, but abounds in 
tbe bodes. They were shown to Dr. Wol- 
laston, who, on looking at them through a 
lens, discovered a hole in the centre of each, 
and clearly made out that they were the ver- 
tebras of sprats. 

But t believe that among the diseases most 
frequently pretended in civil life, are the va- 
rious convulsive and spasmodic affections. 
Epilepsy is the most frequently chosen. The 
foaming at the mouth is sometimes produced 
by soap ; and some go so far in these enlight- 
ened times as to effect the dilatation of the 
papil by the extract of belladonna. Gene- 
rally, we are told, you may discover 
cases of assumed epilepsy, by observing tbat 
the pupil is not dilated, and by produc- 
ing violent pain, so that they are obliged 
to show signs of sensibility* Many cases 
of feigned epilepsy may he detected by 


bringing before tbe persons red-hot irons, 
and if this fails, by commencing their appli- 
cation. But where that is not thought right, 
you may generally produce a sufficient effect 
by passing the thumb nail under one of 
the nails of the patient, who, if feigning, 
will probably cry oat, or withdraw his hand, 
from the violent agony which this occasions* 
Dropping a little spirit into the eye has the 
same effect. The employment of soap may 
be detected by the smell. You will always 
observe, that persons who are feigning epi- 
lepsy, are not addicted to falling into the 
fire, nor into water, nor against the corners 
of buildings, nor in any situation by which 
they will be hurt ; hut usually tumble in 
some safe spot, where they can receive no 
harm. An impostor has been discovered by 
placing him in the fit on a high table near 
the edge. But other convulsions will be 
imitated also, and it may be difficult to dis- 
cover the real nature of the case, beouiae 
there is no end to the variety of convulsive 
diseases. There are many so amgular, that 
you would be unable to decide at once, and 
to say, « Hess is a thing which I never saw 
or read of, and which is a deception." It 
may never have been heard of by ua, and 
et the inference that it never occurs may 
e false. On that account I hesitated to 
express a decided opinion relative to this 
man, and say the case was a deception. De- 
ceptions of this kind were more common 
formerly than they are now ; for, formerly, 
person! could, with little fear of detection, 
say that they were filled with the Holy 
Ghost, or possessed by the devil or be- 
witched and that such and such individuals 
were the cause of it ; the former in order 
to prove themselves holy, the latter wishing 
to occasion mischief to some of their neigh- 
bours. In former days, medical men listened 
like the rest of the public to these tales. 
Senuert says, that the devil will cause in- 
sanity, and make the person speak a strange 
language ; and that the reason why atrabilious 
persons are liable to melancholy is, simply 
that the devil is fond of wallowing in black 
bile, and therefore enters them for a treat, and** 
that if the physician purges it away and cures 
the oomplaint, the cure is effected, not by 
the removal of a bodily disease, but by the 
purging away of that into which the devil 
had gone for his delight— the balneum dia • 
bolii as it was termed, so that the devil 
leaves the patient, who thus is melancholy 
no longer. 

Some physicians, says old Avicenna, 
have seen what the devil can do. Cornelius 
Gemma, a physician of, the sixteenth cen- 
tury, writes," that a cooper's daughter, 
named Catherine Geralds, had such strange 
passions and convulsions, that three men 
sometimes could not hold her. She dis- 
charged a live eel a foot and a half long. 
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which he sew ted touched (but unluckily 
be did not see it come forth) , tod the eel 
afterwards vanished. She vomited some 
twenty-four pounds weight of fulsome stuff j 
of all colours twice a day for fourteen days, 
and afterwards balls of hair, pieces of 
wood, pigeons' dung, coals, stones with 
inscriptions, parchment, goose dung, pieces 
of guns, et koe t says this writer, cum 
han'ore vidi ; he saw all these things, no 
doubt, but not in transitu. The doctors 
attributed all to the devil, and gave her over 
to the clergy. Marcellus Donatus relates a 
similar esse, and supposes it happened, eerie 
non alio quam damonis cututia et dolo. 
Physicians, however, have generally been 
'amongst the most enlightened of mankind, 
and Voltaire says he should advise the devil 
always to address himself to parsons and 
never to doctors, if be hopes to flourish. 
** Je conseille an diable de s' addresser tou~ 
jours , aux faculth de tMologie, et jamais 
auxfacukHsde UsaUdocine.” 

In Plonk's Elements of Forensic Medi- 
cine, published only in 1781, you will find 
demoniacal possessions arranged in system- 
atic order, like other diseases, so that there 
is the demonia vera , demonia Simula t a , 
demonia dissimulata , ' demonia imputata, 
and demonia imaginaria . The demonia 
vera is particularly distinguished by the 
dislike of the patient to holy water, upon 
the approach of which, even unseen by him, 
he is sure to become outrageous. Though 
enumerated b j Plenk, he, however, plainly 
believes nothing about it, and cunningly 
refers us for the dissipation of our doubts to 
the clergy, — an daman potestatem ha beat 
a theologis queeri debet , tyc. 

You must consider me as having made a few 
cursory observations only upon this subject, 
as it is too extensive for a single lecture ; 
I must refer you to tlie works which I have 
already mentioned, and those upon forensic 
medicine ; in them you will find cases with- 
out end. There was once s girl in Stras- 
bnrgh who grew as large in the body as 
Sterne's stranger who entered Strasburgh 
had done in the nose, and a suspicion arose 
of her being pregnant. The time arrived 
at which she should be brought to bed, 
hut it passed away, and she remained as 
large as before. In fact, she continued to 
increase for thirty-nine years, and was re- 
garded as such an object of compassion, 
that all the charitably -disposed ladies in the 
neighbourhood were moved towards her, 
and their sympathy so strongly excited, 
that she was well supported all her life 
without work. She resolutely persisted in 
allowing no medical man to go near her. 
After thirty-nine years she died, and the 
disease was found not in her body, which 
was of the proper size, but in her wardrobe, 
where a large cushion, 19 lb*, in weight. 
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was discovered, which had given her a 
goodly bulk, and made her waddle in her 
walk, as though the had a heavy tumour of 
the abdomen. 

A trooper of the 12th pretended that he 
h*d lost the use of his right arm, and after 
resisting severe hospital discipline for a 
great length of time, succeeded in procuring 
his discharge; and when fairly seated on 
the top of the coach, waved his paralytic 
arm in triumph, and cheered at his success. 
A militia soldier pretended that he had 
lost the use of his lower extremities, and 
was discharged, lie afterwards caused 
himself on a field day to be takes in a cart 
in front of the regiment, which was drawn 
up in a line, bad the cart driven under a 
tree, upon which he hung his crutches, 
leaped out of the cart, sprung three times 
from the ground, slapped his breech, and 
scampered off at full speed. 

Now, though we may sometimes be thus 
imposed upon, there is a caution which I am 
very anxious to impress upon you. It is 
possible that the disease may he real which 
you suppose to be pretended; and if you 
were to pronounce an opinion that it was a 
mere deception, certainly the consequence 
must be very painful to your feelings. I 
confess that i would rather myself be de- 
ceived a thousand times than say once in 
my life that a person was an impoator who 
should not turn out so. It was on this ac- 
count that, although I have such a strong 
suspicion of the man to whose case I have 
alluded, I would not say he is an impoator, 
and did not adopt any measures which would 
not be oalculated to remove the complaint 
if such a complaint existed. I certainly 
should not like to be deceived, but you must 
remember, that if you make one mistake you 
do a serious injury to a fellow creature. It 
may, perhaps, hurt our pride to.be deceived 
and overmatched ; but though our pride may 
not be hurt, although you are not over- 
matched by another, when you pronounce 
a man to be an impostor who is not, you 
must have in this case to reflect that you 
had been deceived by yourself. It is better 
to be deceived by a thousand persons and 
injure no one, than to injure oue individual. 
Vour pride may not suffer in the latter in- 
stance, but the error of judgment is just as 
great as if you had permitted another person 
to deceive you. In 1804 or 1805, a soldier 
complained of great uneasiness in the loins, 
was treated as a malingerer, and sent to 
puuishment drill, at which he was kept till 
the tumefaction of a lumbar abscess appear- 
ed upon his back, of which the poor fellow, 
died. Fod£r£ confesses, that for fifteen years 
he refused bis certificate to a young soldier 
who complained of excessive pains, some- 
times in his head, at others in his cheat, 
and at length died, when no disease was 
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discovered ; so tliat Fod£r6 concludes liis 
complaints bad been real, and he'iiad been 
exhausted by mere pain. ** From that time,” 
says this writer, “I have often preferred 
being indulgent to running the risk of being 
unjust again in a single instance.” Had 
this happened to me, I should never have 
been perfectly happy again. 

With respect to all these deceptions, the 
best course is to have the patient watched. 
If it be an affection which is only continued 
by the application of artificial means, from 
time to time, then it is proper to direct the 
patient to be confined from access to them. 
But suppose it is a case in which no stimu- 
lants, nor particular substance, is required 
to keep it up, then your course is to resort 
to stratagems of the various kinds which I 
mentioned, such as threatening the man 
with punishment in his hearing if he pre- 
tend to be deaf, or by writing it down if 
he pretended to be blind, and by noticing 
the effect on his pulse. In all cases it is 
important to examine whether there is any 
inconsistency or impossibility in the descrip- 
tion, or deficiency in the detail of symp- 
toms. I would never have recourse to vio- 
lent measures, or any severity, until the sus- 
picion was sufficiently strong to justify them. 
The measures we employ to cure many dis- 
eases are violent enough of themselves, and 
sufficiently painful, and may with propriety 
be employed to cure the disease and be 
quite as effective if the disease is altogether 
feigned. Again when every-thing else fails 
to disclose the deception, and you still have 
every reason to believe that it is a trick, 
then it is best to take the patient on one 
side, as Dr. Cbeyne suggests, put him upon 
his honour, aud promise him forgiveness if 
he will acknowledge the cheat. When you 
reflect that in a great number of instances 
individuals really have a powerful motive 
for the deception , that is to say, to avoid 
some very hard service, or duty, or punish- 
ment, or to get support when they are starv- 
ing, and that the disease may really exist 
in some degree, and be only exaggerated, 
there is still more reason to be cautious. It 
is true that there are idle, worthless, disso- 
lute persons, devoid of principle, all who 
feign diseases ; and I would advise you al- 
ways to keep a sharp look-out, and to be ac- 
tive in your investigations. But when you 
remember also that there is a possibility of 
your being deceived, or, that if you are not 
deceived, but perfectly right, the individual 
from his hard and trying circumstances is, 
perhaps, to be pitied, I must repeat that I 
would rather be deceived a thousand times, 
tbau run the risk of pronouncing one really 
diseased person to be healthy. 

It is to be remembered likewise, that 
although patients often deceive us, practi- 
tioner! are sometimes as great deceivers as 


patiehts. If there are deceiving patients 
there are deceiving doctors, and, to say 
nothing of those regular practitioners who 
disgrace the great body of us by their quack - 
; ish habits, let us remember, that notwith- 
standing the laws and privileges of the 
Royal College of Physicians, of the Royal 
College of Surgeons, and of the Worshipful 
Company of Apothecaries, quacks exist in 
shoals, 8nd can flourish in this metropolis 
under tbe walls of these three authorised 
corporations, and set them all at defiance ; 
for 4 to suppose that any one of the three would 
not instantly suppress every quack and im- 
postor, had it the power to do so, would be 
to accuse it of the neglect of a solemn duty. 
Nay, still more than this, a quack may not 
only gain 12,000/. per annum by bis tricks, 
in spite of all these bodies, but is allowed 
to kill the patients who fall into bis bands, 
at the rate of 250/. a head. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Saturday , November 20, 1830. 

Mr. Bacot in the Chair. 

INTESTINAL HEMORRHAGE. 

Dr. Somerville, before the regular busi- 
ness of tbe evening commenced, related the 
case of a young woman aged 26, the cir- 
cumstances connected with whose illness 
seemed to him of rather peculiar interest; 
she had menstruated irregularly for some 
time, and occasionally the secretion was 
very abundant, but on tbe whole this con- 
dition did not seem to influence her disease. 
Since the age of 19 she had been subject to 
discharges of blood from the rectum, which 
usually happened after the expulsion of 
the faeces, when she would suddenly expe- 
rience a sensation as if something burst 
within her, which might be referred to 
the course of the colon. When this had 
lasted a little time Bhe began to feel ex- 
tremely faint, passed a trickling stream of 
blood, and fainted away. In this manner 
the disease went on till she was 26 ; va- 
rious remedies were ineffectually employed, 
and she gradually sunk. On the whole there 
had been so little general constitutional dis- 
turbance during the progress of the case, 
that he could not attribute it to any malig- 
nant cause, neither was there any evidence 
of any tumour existing in the abdomen. On 
dissection, nothing more was found than an 
a »g re g at i° n of vessels in different parts of 
the rectum, occurring in small patches, con- 
verging towards a common centre. The 
members of this family seemed altogether 
affected with an haemorrhagic tendency; a 
brother had died of the same complaint, a 
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sister had, in early life, been subject to vio- 
lent epistazis, and another was near losing 
her life in consequence of the removal of a 
tooth. 

Dr. Gregory inquired if the patient had 
used mercury. Dr. Somerville : Over and 
over again ; if Dr. Gregory knew the prac- 
titioner who at one time treated her, he 
would have a certain guarantee that she 
had been sufficiently mercurialised. Mr. 
Bacot, with reference to the detection of 
abdominal tumours, said, that tbe best way 
to detect them was by placing the patient 
on his hands and knees, when the abdomen 
becomes pendulous, in which manneT tu- 
mours will often be detected which would 
otherwise escape observation. 

Dr. Gregory stated, that he was unwil- 
ling to delay the treat Dr. Granville would 
afford the Society, hut was induced to put 
the question in consequence of all that had 
been lately said about the influence of mer* 
cury in abdominal haemorrhage. One or 
two cases had recently occurred to him, in 
which he had used calomel and jalap very 
freely, and was rather divided in opinion as 
to which of these medicines was entitled to 
confidence ; he was inclined to consider the 
mercury as the active agent, but he had re- 
cently seen a case, with Dr. Duffin, in 
which the effect of the mercury was to pro- 
duce bleeding of the gums to such an excess 
that the patient’s life was very seriously 
endangered. 

Mr. Costello said, that cases hod been 
lately published, by Spinaldi, in Italy, in 
which the secale cornutum was administered 
in free doses, from six to ten grains, at 
short intervals, with extraordinary good 
effect. 

POLITICAL CONDITION OF MIDWIFERY IN THE 

METROPOLIS. — PROCEEDINGS OF THE OB- 
STETRIC SOCIETY. 

Dr. Granville : I regret, sir, that my 
friend Dr. Gregory should have made use of 
expressions calculated to lead the Society to 
expect more than it is my intention to offer ; 
indeed, instead of a treat, I fear that as fur 
as I am concerned, it will only lead to their 
disappointment. The question I have se- 
lected to lay before you this eveuing is one, 
respecting which I will say that I regret 
deeply there should be any necessity to 
bring it forward ; that there should be a 
total want of legislative protection, not only 
to the practitioners of the obstetric art, but 
what is of much greater importance, to the 
public at large, whose lives, more precious 
than property, and consequently more en- 
titled to legal defence, are in this particular 
most seriously and fatally affected. The 
state of medical police in the English me- 
tropolis is such as it is painful to consider, 
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so inferior is it in every respect to what I 
have a right to expect in a nation so abound- 
ing in scientific institutions, where medical 
learning, at all times, has flourished to so 
great an extent j yet here, in a department 
of the medical profession, the practice of 
which involves, at the same time, the ex- 
istence of two individuals, that practice is 
left without any control whatsoever, and 
there are no meaos of ascertaining the qua- 
lifications of the persons who take it in 
charge. It is true, there may be some of 
my auditors ready to say, that midwifery is 
not singular in this defect, that recent ex- 
amples, yet tingling in our ears, show that 
much is still wanting in other departments 
of medicine. With these topics, though I 
entirely agree, I will not at present med- 
dle ; my object this evening is to prove, 
that an important branch of our art is left 
in a condition inadequate in every respect, 
and that it is the duty of medical men to 
come forward aud lend their aid towards 
remedying this defect. Five years have 
elapsed since, in this room and on this spot, 
I called the attention of the Westminster 
Medical Society to this very point. I then 
brought forward conclusive evidence of what 
I stated, and we came to the conclusion, 
that tbe state of medical police was low in- 
deed. It was then stated and agreed to, 
that it would be desirable that a union 
should be formed of all those who felt una- 
nimously on the subject ; that such a union 
w as likely to effect much good was admit- 
ted, and the Obstetric Society was accord- 
ingly instituted. Such was the state of mid- 
wifery five years ago, when the Society 
commenced to exist. My object is now to 
point out its present condition, to show how 
far, if at all, it is improved, and if im- 
roved, how far the amelioration is attri- 
u table to the efforts of the Obstetric So- 
ciety. 

The important bearings of this subject 
may be fairly deduced from three points:— 
In the first place, as I have already stated, 
the practice of midwifery involves in every 
instance the life of the mother and her off- 
spring. In the second place, tbe condition 
of midwifery affects the future health of both 
individuals ; and, thirdly, the question also 
is one on which the character of a highly 
respectable body of practitioners depends. 
To prove the two first positions, 1 need 
scarcely have recourse to the numerous ac- 
tual examples of criminal malpractices aris- 
ing from rashness and total want of educa- 
tion, for 1 do not intend the most remote 
imputation on the regular practitioners of 
the art. I am quite ready to admit, that in 
this country there have been, and are many, 
of the best practitioners in this department, 
and also that the opportunities of obtaining 
obstetrio information are fully sufficient; 
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but to see ft) at mifortuttate events do occur and ihcurable ulceration ensued. I tekvd 
in this department, resulting from the causes this, and come to consider, ia the third 
I have just alluded to, we have only to look to place, how far our own respectability is con- 
the public journals for the trials which are cerned in the protection which I claim for 
perpetually taking place before the tribunals the general practitioners, and to which they 
of the country. On a former occasion, I are unquestionably entitled. What becomes 
detailed many cases of this kind, and fur- of their respectability (I include myself 
the!*, I may Temind my medical hearers of amongst them), when the newspapers teem 
the facts which they sometimes learn in the with trials and with sentences — when in- 
secrecy of consultation with each other. I vestigations concerning wilfully-procured 
never, however, attempted to break the abortion, illegitimacy and infanticide ques- 
proper seal of confidential practice; God tions, are put, and receive such disreputable 
forbid, unhappily it was unnecessary to do answers, what becomes, I repeat, of our re- 
so ; for a sufficient number of cases are on spectability, when such things as these go 
public record to authorize the conclusion, forth to the public 1 For these three reasons, 
that the life of the mother and child is too sir, I conclude that it becomes our duty to 
frequently, in many cases, rashly entrusted take part in the efforts of individuals en- 
to the management of totally uneducated deavouring to originate or promote measures 
persons. We all know the case of a prac- for the procural of the legal protection 
titioner, whose name I need not mention, which I have shown to be required. {Hear, 
who tore from the patient's body the very hear.) The present state of the law ir tftd 
parts which had just yielded the offspring ; most singular that can be imagined, — such, 
it happened in this very town, and the facts that had the effort* #f the Society been se- 
have been commented on by the ablest men. conded s6 me what more strenuously, they 
In Carlisle jail there is another person at would eve long have called forth touch re- 
this moment completing his term of six mows trances from the whole body of thd 
months’ incarceration for obstetric malprac* profession, that an end should have been 
tice, though certainly his case has not been put to this extraordinary and anomalous 
sufficiently investigated, for fever super- condition. We have three corporate bodies, 
vened after delivery, an occurrence which shall I say happily, the Society will answer 
might take place with the best accoucheur *n petto to the question ; we have the Royal 
in existence, and in this respect his sen- Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons, and 
tence Affords a remarkable contrast to that the worsbfyful Company of Apothecaries, 
on Mr. St. John Long for his first convic- These bodies am placed arthe head of the 
tion. However, sir, these cases, and I medicAl police of London by virtue of their 
might relate fifty more, are quite sufficient office ; but whet general law ib there be- 
to prove, that in order to prevent these mis- sides, to prevent the spreading of the most 
chievous and fatal blunders, some legislative pernicious and fatal empiricism, to prevent 
enactment should be provided. Again, sir, a fruit- woman or a washer-woman from 
though it may providentially happen, that practising midwifery or any other branch of 
the female escape the dangers of the hour of the medical profession 1 There is none, sir, 
travail, that she may not fall an instant vie- such is the state of the law. Shall nothing 
tim to the Recklessness and ignorance of her be done to remedy the disgraceful defect! 
attendant, yet it does not follow that she Let us look for a moment to the corporate 
shall remain free from ulterior injury. We, bodies, and see what have they done, whe- 
who are many years conversant with dis- ther to prevent or promote this dangerous 
pensary practice, know too well, that in re- evil. I will begin with the College of 
gard to female practitioners in particular, Physicians, of whom, if possible, I wish to 
than whom there does not exist a more ig- speak m terms of reBpect, but the way in 
norant, illiterate, ill-conducted class of peo- which they remedy this defect, is by ex» 
pie {Hear)) with respect to these, we eluding from their list every obstetric prac- 
well know, that though their unhappy pa- titioner. Their fellows must abjure it ; their 
tients escape the fatal effects of their ill licentiates, whose Bkill in other respects 
treatment, yet they do not escape the muti- has been proved by examination, are also 
ktions, the ruptures, the inevitable, irreme- subject to the same law. Next I turn to 
diable lacerations ; they do not avoid the the College of Surgeons, and see what have 
injuries and deformities which so often ren- they done to help us out of the difficulty : 
der them forever after unfit for the purposes why they exclude the regular surgeon who 
of society. I need not further point out the dares to practise midwifery from beirig 
cases recorded in different public journals member of their council or of the Court of 
of lacerated perinea, of ulceration taking Examiners, unless he previously abjures 
place in the urethra, in consequence of the this filthy part of his profession. In the 
head having been allowed to remain im- third place, I cotoe to the worshipful, aye, 
pacted for hours and days, till pressure on I may truly say the worshipful Company of 
the arch of the pubis contunded the parts, Apothecaries r they do not exclude* they do 
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sot offbt I bounty to their numbers not to 
practise midwifery; on the contrary, all that 
lay in their power .to promote its adequate 
cultivation they have done, but, unfortu- 
nately, by the nature of the act which they 
have obtained, they have not acquired the 
power to examine candidates in this brauch 
of medicine, ao that even here the public 
has no security, as the qualification of the j 
candidates cannot be ascertained* This, 
sir, is the state of the law and of the corpo- 
rate bodies, a state which 1 have called ano- 
malous, and which would seem incredible, 
if it were not too manifest to be denied. In 
other countries the case is very different, 
there is no distinction between the pbvsi- 
cian and surgeon who practise midwifery, 
and no man or woman ia suffered to prac- 
tise without having certificates of a certain 
quantity of education, and having passed a 
sufficient examination, and there are salu- 
tary penal laws by which this regulation is 
enforced. In f ranee, ia Italy, in many 
parts of Germany, there is no town or vil- 
lage in which there is not a practitioner, 
more frequently a female, who has not re- 
ceived at least a local education from a com- 
petent person, and a certificate of having 
passed an examination, and received permis- 
sion to practise from a competent autho- 
rity. 

Having proved, I trust, that the political 
condition of midwifery in this metropolis 
was in a state at the commencement of the 
efforts of the Obstetric Society which called 
for .prompt interference, I shall now state 
succinctly the progress of this Society which 
was formed in this room, and which, not- 
withstanding what has been jocularly writ- 
ten on the subject in one or two publications, 
will, I confidently believe, form a eulo- 
gistic feature in the medical history of this 
metropolis. This Society was not a new 
attempt ; and when I mention that a similar 
effort was made in 1788 by men with whose 
names and works my bearers are or ought 
to he familiar, namely, Denman, Clarke, 
Sir W. Knighton, Dr. Ramsbotham, and 
others, it would be perceived that the pre- 
sent Society did not meet without a prece- 
dent at least. In 1825, circulars were for- 
warded to Buch practitioners as were known 
to practise midwifery in London, stating 
the intended formation of such a society. 
A numerous meeting accordingly took place, 
to which 1 submitted the proposed ope- 
rations; this draught I have now before 
me, and from it it will appear, that one 
of, the principal objects of the Society was 
to obtain , a legal enactment on the sub- 
ject of the unprotected condition of mid- 
wifery. As, in this country, it is perfectly 
impossible to obtain redress of any griev- 
ance without courting the good will of the 
heads of the profession, it was proposed and 


carried that the three corporate bodies 
should be apprised of oar intention, and re- 
quested to willingly, wilfully, and manfully 
assist in the promotion of the proposed ob- 
ject. Well, sir, letters passed and letters 
came, but no end would have been seen to 
the correspondence, had not an application 
been made to the minister for the home de- 
partment, who willingly entered into the 
views of the Society, and through him we 
received letters from the several corpora- 
tions, more meekly aud courteously worded 
than it is possible they would have been 
if addressed to the Society, which one of 
these bodies had dared to libel in the most 
illiberal manner— a libel which it may be 
supposed some of us, who had the " gift of 
the gab,” would not be slow to answer, but 
that we had an excellent moderator, who 
repressed any demonstration of the kind. 
It is needless, sir, to state the bickerings, 
the bad epistolary correspondence, and the 
lapse of time, I will at once come to the 
point and state, that after all the letter- 
writing, the members of the Society found 
midwifery scouted by two of the corporate 
bodies, and admitted by the third, without 
the power of rendering that recognition of 
any utility, so that at the last meeting mat- 
ters stood thus : — The College of Physi- 
cians admitted the necessity of a legal 
enactment, and proposed to receive sn as- 
sessor to examine candidates on what they 
pleased to term the manual branch of the 
obstetric art. We have obtained from tjie 
College of Surgeons this much, that they 
require certificates of attendance on mid- 
wifery lectures, and from the Apothecaries’ 
Company, that they will examine if autho- 
rized by a rider to their act, and they have 
most handsomely added, which was as much 
as they were entitled to do, that they will 
henceforth require certificates of attendance 
on lectures, &c. &c. Lastly, the society 
has obtained from the secretary of the home 
department a declaration to the effect, that 
the want of a legislative enactment was 
utterly anomalous, that it was unknown to 
him before, and that, if the three corporate 
bodies would co- operate, he would endeavour 
to obviate the defect, one which struck him 
as amounting almost to an incredible ab- 
surdity. 

This, sir, is the upshot sod pith of all the 
Obstetric Society has been able to do in 
five years ; you will say, perhaps, it is but 
little, but, in truth, it is comparatively a 
great deal. We at once grappled with the 
offer of the College of Physicians, and we 
took care to throw on them the whole of the 
serious responsibility of the matter, since 
they had at all taken it up. The minister was 
now tired of the affair, and appeared in- 
clined to wash his hands of it all together, 
and with time the ministry was changed % 
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and we have not yet received even the sem- 
hlance of a likelihood of the boon the Col- 
lege of Physicians promised to confer. With 
respect to the College of Surgeons, it ap- 
pears perfectly unwilling to part with its 
old habits, but it has certainly done a 
little in requiring certificates of lectures. 
We have thanked the Apothecaries* Com- 
pany for the zeal they have displayed, at 
the same time that we agree entirely with 
the expression they have conveyed to us of 
their feeling the absurdity of requiring a 
certificate on a branch on which they dare 
not ask a question. In conclusion I will 
only observe that the state of midwifery 
in the metropolis was pitiable before 1825, 
I believe it is piteous now ; the part which 
the Obstetric Society took to do away 
with even the second adjective is manifest, 
though unfortunately it has not been suc- 
cessful. The Society still does not consider 
its labours at an end, though the pressing 
pursuits of several members, and the ab- 
sence of Dr. Clarke, have interfered with its 
frequent meetings. I now bring the subject 
before the Society and the public ; in doing 
so I know I may be exposed to the obloquy, 
out of doors, of some of my own branch of 
the profession. This day it has been stated 
in a periodical that I have been the au- 
thor of “low trash” in vindicating my claims 
on a certain subject against those of a man 
who had actually done nothing upon it ; but 
for these animadversions, sir, I care nothing, 
for I am conscious of the rectitude of my 
own assertions and intentions (Hear, hear ). 
I address here persons perfectly prepared 
to understand the question, and I shall be 
happy to take the sense of this meeting 
upon the facts I have stated. I beg leave, 
sir, to propose the following resolutions : — 

First, — That it is the opinion of the 
Westminster Medical Society, that the pre- 
sent state of the practice of midwifery, un- 
protected as it is by any legal enactment, 
calls for the interference of government. 

Secondly, — That the endeavours of the 
Obstetric Society, with the view to rectify 
this defective state, is deserving of the ap- 
probation and support of the profession in 
general, and this society in particular. 

(Dr. Granville sat down amidst general 
applause.) 

Mr. Bacot bore testimony to the cor- 
rectness of Dr. Granville’s report of the 
liberal conduct of the Apothecaries’ Com- 
pany. 

Dr. Gregory wished to know if Dr, 
Granville could inform him of the propor- 
tion of malpraxis in medicine and surgery 
to that in midwifery ; he also wished to 
know whether every practitioner on the 
continent was not liable to action for mal- 
practice as well as the accoucheur. 

Dr. Granville alluded to the insidious 


character of the: first inquiry, a ‘similar one 
having occurred in one of the letters from 
the College of Surgeons. In reply he could 
say, that it was not for him to bring for* 
ward data on more than one subject; far 
be it from him to libel so pure a body as 
the College of Surgeons or Physicians; he 
spoke of the state of the continent from his 
personal knowledge of France, the north of 
Italy, Germany, Saxony, and Prussia. In 
Russia, too, the most exemplary punish- 
ment was inflicted on empirics of every 
kind, a salutary despotism which formed a 
happy contrast with the expenses, delays, 
and vexations, attendant on the prosecution 
and conviction of manslaughtering quacks 
I in this country. 

Dr. Stewart seconded Dr. Granville’s 
motion. 

Dr. Barry said he would oppose the 
motion, on the grounds that we had already 
quite enough of partial monopolies and par* 
tial usurpations in the medical profession, 
of a science which should constitute an un- 
divided whole. Suppose a certain class of 
able and scientific men, oculists for example, 
would come forward and contend that the 
structure of the eye was extremely delicate, 
that its physiology involved an extensive 
and deep knowledge of abstruse mathemati- 
cal points and calculations, and that they 
should like to have a legal provision in their 
favour. Again, suppose a particular set of 
physicians wished to arrogate to themselves 
the peculiar faculty of discriminating pec- 
toral disease by the stethoscope, and that 
they should implore the legislature to pre- 
vent those from interfering with such dis- 
ease who were not conversant with the in- 
strument, what would a minister say to such 
entreaties 1 He would rather wish to im- 
prove and unite the whole science, as in 
Paris, where there was a general reunion of 
every- thing great and luminous in the pro- 
fession ; where separate examinations were 
held on every subjeet, and uo student quitted 
one branch till he was master of its details. 
The division of labour might be urged in 
support of the motion ; it is said that six- 
teen persons are required to make a pin, 
that might be, but he was not to be told that 
the eye, the uterus, or the ovaries, can be 
separated from the general physiology of 
animals. For these reasons he did not 
wonder at the College of Physicians throw- 
ing cold water on the proposition. The 
females of every other tribe of mammalia 
were able to get rid of their young them- 
selves ; such he believed was the case in the 
savage condition of man. There are diffi- 
cult occasions to be sure, but the necessary . 
knowledge for the treatment of these occa- 
sions was only to be obtained at a perfect 
school. 

Dr, Granville regretted to trouble the- 
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Society so often, bat bis reply to Dr. Bsrry 
should be very short ; in fact, it was only 
necessary to state that the Obstetric Society 
bad all along most emphatically disclaimed 
any intention of erecting themselves into a 
separate institution, they were ready to dis* 
solve the moment the necessary protection 
was afforded. He agreed with Dr. Barry's 
wish for the general reunion of the several 
departments of medicine. 

Dr. Granville's motion was supported by 
Dr. A. Thomson, who suggested the pro- 
priety of petitioning the new ministry on 
the subject. The College of Physicians, 
he believed, did not wish to run the risk of 
an investigation of their charter on the occa- 
sion. The motion was opposed by Dr. 
Gregory, as unprecedented in the Society. 
Dr. Granville replied that a similar proceed- 
ing was adopted with respect to the Anatomy 
bill. 

Dr. Barry moved as an amendment, that 
the words, “ as well as the profession at 
large," should be inserted after the u state 
of midwifery," in the first resolution. 

The amendment having been negatived 
without opposition, Dr. Granville’s resolu- 
tions were adopted, and the meeting sepa- 
rated. It was announced that Dr. Stewart 
would read a paper on cholera morbus at the 
next meeting. 


LONDON PHRENOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

Monday , November 1st, 

Ttts Society resumed their meetings for 
the season this evening, Edward Wright, 
M.D., President, in the Chair. 

Dr. Wright delivered an address, in 
which he reviewed the present state of 
phrenology in this country, and the valuable 
support which it now received from the 
exertions of Dr. Vimont, who, he informed 
the meeting, intended shortly to commence 
a course of lectures on the science. 

Mr. Henry Drew read a short account 
of the crimes of Dobie and Thomson, the 
Gilmerton carters (lately executed at Edin- 
burgh, for murder and rape committed under 
themost aggravated circumstances), in illus- 
tration of casts of their heads, which be laid 
upon the table. 

Dr. Vimont communicated to the Society 
a proposal for the formation of a new phre- 
nological bust, on a new and improved prin- 
ciple. Several skulls of onimuls from the 
East Indies were laid upon the table by 
C. R. Hyndman, Esq., who related several 
anecdotes of their various propensities, 
which fully confirmed the remarks previous- 
ly made by the members on their organi- 
sation. 

No. 378. 


Monday, Novefnber* 1 5f A. 

A paper was read by Mr, J. B. Sedgwick, 
on tli© character of the celebrated good 
do lie Humphrey, the son of Henry IV., and 
protector of England during the minority of 
his nephew Henry VI. A cast of the 
prince’s skull, taken from the original in 
his tomb at St. Alban's, was laid upon the 
table ; the author gave a brief outline of the 
life of the Protector, introducing the most 
prominent features of his character, and 
comparing them with his cerebral organisa- 
tion. The whole head, corresponding with 
his mental energy, was much above the 
average size. The intellectual organs were 
exceedingly well developed. The organs of 
amativeness, love of approbation, self-es- 
teem, combativeness, destructiveness, se- 
cretiveness, and firmness, were all extremely 
large, particularly the three latter, which 
were developed to a degree which is, per- 
haps, seldom observed. The greatest pro- 
portionate size was at the posterior- superior, 
the posterior-lateral, and posterior parts. 

John Harrison Black, L. L.D., was 
elected a corresponding member of the 
Society. 


DR. BLICKK ON PUERPERAL FEVER AND 

PERITONEAL INFLAMMATION. 

To the Editor of Tris Lancet. 

Sir, — My attention having been especi- 
ally drawn to your report of the Medical So- 
ciety discussion on Nov. 1st, I went thither 
last night with a view of pointing out to your 
reporter the error he had fallen into. He 
has made me say, “ that the foetid discharge 
from the uterus m puerperal fever had never 
been noticed by authors whereas, on the 
contrary, one of the arguments I used in 
support of the hypothesis I maintain, was, 
that all the ancient authors agree in its being 
one of the symptoms present. He fell into 
this error, by Dr. Ryan's combating my 
opinion, that no author had considered it 
the cause of puerperal fever, and mention- 
ing Dr. Denman as having done so, which, 
if correct, 1 certainly was not aware of. I 
have not been able to refer to Dr. Denman ; 
but be this as it may, it does not militate 
against ray view either way, but in the one 
would tend to confirm it. As your reporter 
lias avowedly not understood the theory I 
professed, 1 shall esteem it as a favour if 
you will give this letter a place in your 
Journal. I can with sincerity say, that 
after more than ten years reflection aud 
practising with this view, I am more than 
ever convinced of its truth; and the re- 
searches of our continental neighbours are 
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confirming it, though not ascribing the post- 
mortem facts they hare elicited to the same 
cause ; it roust, however, be apparent to 
every one, that if my views be correct, the re- 
sults will necessarily be what they describe. 

I believe then, sir, that the cause of 
puerperal fever is this : — “ That when the 
uterus, either from a diseased state prior to 
parturition, or that an unhealthy action is 
induced from a protracted or difficult labour, 
and fever is endemic (especially if of a ty- 
phoid character) , the lining membrane of 
the uterus secretes a very acrid foetid fluid 
(analogous to that which takes place in the' 
unimpregnated female), so much so as to 
diffuse itself through the room, nay, I might 
say, the whole house, and that the train of 
symptoms which follows, and which we de- 
nominate puerperal fever, are produced by 
the absorption of that fluid into the open- 
mouthed uterine vessels, which the* detach- 
ment of the placenta has occasioned. It is 
remarkable that Hippocrates, in speaking 
of the lochia , says, “ Quibus ex partu pro- 
deunt alba , bis vero suppressis, cum febre 
aurditas et dolor acutus ad latus, fit, mente 
moventur et pemfciose habent ;” and Ga- 
len says, “ Quum igitur hie sanguis vacu- 
atus non fuerit a mulieros puerperii, aut 
utertrm ipsum in phlegmonem attollit mag- 
nam, aut, ad superiorem aliquam sedem 
vectus, parti exipieuti prop ri uni affectum, 
periculumque, affert ; ad quam autera per- 
venerit, mox apparentia symptomata indi- 
cabunt, quomodo et nunc, turn tborax, 
turn caput, vitioaum sanguinem, ab utero 
sur8um delatum, exceperint ;” snd as I be- 
lieve no one will call in question the talent 
for observation exhibited throughout the 
writings of these men, it is a striking prac- 
tical fact illustrative of the view I take, 
.though the pathology is not the ssme. 

I have drawn up a comparative statement 

Peritoneal Fever or Inflammation* 

Period of its commencement . — May com- 
mence at any period after parturition to the 
end of the fourth week, but usually begins 
on the second or third day, but whatever 
the period, the pulse has been frequent, 
small, and wiry, from the parturition. 

Preceded by vomiting or sickness, rigors 
or shivering* 


Abdomen . — Great general pain over the 
abdomen, with tension, the latter rapidly 
increasing. 

Pulse frequent, usually firm, sharp, and 
wiry, in which state it continues. 


of the symptom* occurring ii peritoneal fe- 
ver or inflammation and puerperal fever, 
and I have examined it with various au- 
thors, and find that for the most part they 
concur with the table I present below. If 
we can once agree on this point, it is pro- 
bable the treatment of this formidable dis- 
ease might become uniform; it is impossi- 
ble to peruse the authors who hare latterly 
written on this subject, not to be struck 
with the descrepancy of treatment recom- 
mended ; but looking narrowly for the cause, 
it is evident peritoneal fever or inflamma- 
tion, and puerperal fever, are invariably 
blended together; I might mention Gooek 
particularly. 

I beg also to add my remarks about medi- 
cal treatment referred to the active reme- 
dies, bleeding, mercury, &c. I think the 
exhibition of antimony, cold lotion to the 
bead, fomentations to the abdomen and va- 
gina, opiate glysters, &c., are of the utmost 
importance ; and that if a parturient woman 
be watched every twelve bouts, this disease 
will always be tractable with this treat- 
ment, while, on the oilier hand, by a delay of 
twelve or twenty-four hours, death will be 
inevitable. 

I ought to apologise for occupying so 
large a spaoe in your Journal, but the moral 
importance of this subject, as well as the 
professional, is so interwoven with the in- 
terest of society, and vanity urging me, as 
it usually does all men, that any particular 
theory of their own is of the utmost value, 
I hope I shall stand excused, even should I 
hereafter be found to be incorrect. The result 
of my practice bears me out, never having 
lost a parturient woman. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

W. F. Blickb. 

Walthamstow, Nov. 9. 1830. 

Puerperal Fever ♦ 

Period of its commencement . — May com- 
mence as late as the fifth day, but never 
later ; usually in twelve, twenty-four, or 
thirty-six hours, rarely exceeding the latter 
time, but whatever the period be, the pulse 
will be found, if accurately watched, to 
have diminished in frequency and fulness 
after the parturition. 

Preceded by violent pain in the head, 
anxiety of countenance, great dejection of 
spirits, extreme languor, a loose, soft, flabby, 
muscular fibre, shivering, and occasional 
nausea. 

Abdomen . — Slight circumscribed tender- 
ness of the abdomen, with a general ful- 
ness, the former most rapidly increasing. 

Pulse rapid and full, but in a few hours, 
as its frequency increases, becomes weak 
and easily compresed. 
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Tongue cl**ji or white, tad dry, with 
thirst. 

Skin hot. 

Lochia and milk are obstructed. 


Sleep. — Is not refreshed by it, though it 
takes place, and always assigns as a reason 
she cannot turn in bed without pain. 


Countenance alternates, but is usually 
fushed ; eyes and lips natural, or, if other- 
wise, redder than usual. 


Respiration difficult, with pain, and occa- 
sionally cough, with violent pain. 

Rowels are either costive, or violently 
purged, with considerable flatulence, which 
la voided upwards and downwards with vio- 
lent Jnun. 


Urine scanty, hut for the most part natu- 
ral, and voided without pain, or very 
trifling. 


Breath natural, but inclined to be sour. 
Extremities cold. 
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Tongue clean, pale, sometimes white, 
but moist, without thirst, though drinks two 
or three mouths-full whenever it is offered. 

Skin not hot, but inclined to be clammy. 

Lochia and milk are suppressed with 
an extremely foetid, cadaverous discharge, 
from the uterus, which, in a few hours, im- 
pregnated the whole room, even the house. 

Sleep . — Has little or no sleep ; either 
tosses about in bed, or lies listless, never 
asking about her child ; or if she does sleep, 
awakes in a fright, and generally with a 
tendency to delirium. 

Countenance pale and ghastly, eyes list- 
less, cornea, canthi, and lips, white, in short 
a death-like appearance is presented, and 
is convinced of her approaching death. 

Respiration said to be difficult by tb$ 
patient, but takes a full inspiration without 
pain or coughing. 

Bowels are always rather loose, with dark* 
foetid, cadaverous, frothy discharges, and it 
is remarkable that on each motion the pa* 
tient expresses herself relieved, an admis- 
sion never made at any other time in thij 
formidable disease. 

Urine dark -coloured, or diminisbed, or 
no ammoniacal smell, deposits a brown sedi- 
ment, is voided often • though scanty, and 
most generally with pain, occasionally not 
mentioning it, though it is knowu to be 
taking place from the evinced pain. 

Breath faint and cadaverous. 

Extremities natural heat, occasionally 
colder. 


CASES OP 

AitM-PItESENTAXIO^ 4»E> EVOLUTION . 
By G. Cooper, Esq., Surgeon 9 Brentford . 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — In fourteen years obstetric prac- 
tice, many cases of arm-presedtation have 
of course occurred, in all of which I have 
been able to turn with three exceptions ; 
and on one of those I need not dwell, it 
having been a twin-case. The presentation 
of the first child was natural ; but from the 
moment the membranes broke with the 
second, and the arm came down, the pains 
were incessant, and in spite of every effort 
to turn, the ribs protruded, and the child 
was thus thrust into the world doubled-up 
as it were. 1 proceed, therefore, to give a 
short history of two cases of arm-presenta- 
tion, in which I found it impossible manually 
to turn. 

If you consider them of sufficient prac- 
tical importance to merit a place in The 
Lancet, they are' much at your service, and 
I send them without comment. 

I am. Sir, your very obedient Servant, 
Geo. Cooper. 

Nov. 24, 1830. 


Case 1. — Is that of Uram Howard, Which 
occurred in November 1818. The patient 
was then forty-five years old, and was in 
labour with her fifteenth child. Introduc- 
tory pains commenced on Saturday, and 
Mrs. Brown, a midwife, was in attendance. 
The pains continued to return at inteivals 
until Tuesday evening, when, as the labour 
proceeded but slowly, and the patient's sen- 
sations were peculiar, the midwife requested 
that I might be sent for. The impression 
on the paiient’s mind was, that she should 
have twins. Upon examination I found 
that the membranes were not broken. On 
Wednesday the midwife again sent to me, 
and now I discovered the krm presenting, 
and so firmly wedged in, that the child 
could not be turned. I remained with Mrs. 
Howard until two o’clock on the morning of 
Thursday, when all attempts at turning were 
perfectly useless, the child being so firmly 
embraced by the uterus, that the hand could 
not be introduced in utero, without the 
utmost risk of lacerating the organ. The 
pains had been strong and frequent, they 
now began to diminish both in frequency 
and power ; but still, even in the interval 
from pain, the uterus embraced the child so 
X 2 
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as to prevent the introduction of the hand. 
Her countenance became anxious, she was 
restless, threw herself about with a degree 
of involuntary jactitation ; her nervous sys- 
tem was irritable, and although she had had 
fourteen children previously, and had never 
evinced any apprehension, she now ex- 
pressed the strongest fear that Bhe should 
die. 

Reflecting upon the case physiologically, 
I felt convinced, that if I could only pro- 
duce a relaxed state of the uterus, no diffi- 
culty could exist in delivering this woman ; 
and with the view of producing this relax- 
ation, I took twelve ounces of blood , from 
the arm, gave her tinct. opii gtt. l, and put 
her into a warm bath at 98 degrees, in 
which she remained three quarters of an 
hour. 

All pain went off in the bath, and syn- 
cope was nearly induced, but she never quite 
fainted; she was put into bed again, and 
expressed herself as feeling very comfortably. 
The pulse, which before the employment of 
these means was quick and irritable, now 
became less frequent, soft, and round : she 
asked for gruel, and to be allowed to remain 
quiet. 

Having been Up that night and the pre* 
ceding, I laid down, and requested the mid- 
wife to call me directly pain came on, or 
when either she or the patient required my 
assistance. 

No pain, however, did come on ; the 
uterus became relaxed , while the patient 
was dozing ; spontaneous evolution took 
place ; and at four o’clock, two hours after 
she had been bled, put into the warm bath, 
and given the opium, the feet came dovm 
instead of the arm ; and with two or three 
continuous slight pains, the child followed 
without the least difficulty, even before I 
got into the room — a still-born male child at 
the full period. The mother did quite well, 
and is now living. 

Case 2. — On the 18th March, 1829, 1 was 
requested by a midwife in this town to see 
Mrs. Ann Lee, aged 24, who was in labour 
with her third child. She had been in labour 
six-and-thirty hours. How long the mem- 
branes had given way 1 could not ascertain, 
but I found both arms presenting, which 
were much swollen, and must have been 
firmly impacted many hours. 

The woman’s sufferings were unusually 
severe ; her pains were very strong ; and in 
the intervals, every attempt to turn was 
quite unavailing. The uterus seemed spas- 
modically contracted upon the child ; for, 
not only on examination per vaginam , but 
upon feeling it through the abdominal pa- 
rietes, it never appeared to relax in the 
least when the pains went off. Had J 
attempted to turn per vim, so rigidly con- 


tracted was the uterus, that the conse- 
quences, 1 conceive,* must have been fatal. 

In this case as in the former, the practical 
object seemed to be, to alter the position of 
th* child by relaxing the state of the uterus ; 
and with that view, I pursued very nearly 
the same means as those 1 adopted in Mrs. 
Howard’s case, and with equal success. 

I put this patient also into a warm hath; 
directly she was in the water, I took twelve 
ounces of blood from the arm, and gave her 
60 drops of laudanum. £ waited a quarter of 
an hour, and no degree of faintness was 
induced ; I therefore loosened the tape, and 
took twelve ounceB more blood. She now 
complained of feeling rather faint, and I tied 
up the arm. 

From the moment of going into the bath, 
the pain ceased. When she had been in 
about twenty minutes, immediately after the 
second bleeding, syncope was approaching; 

I therefore directed the attendants to take 
her out of the bath, and from motives of 
deliqacy I just stepped into an adjoining 
room, during her removal to the bed ; but I- 
was directly called back, and with a faint 
voice she said, “ Sir, the child is being 
born;” and true enough, the means em- 
ployed had produced a relaxation ■ of the 
muscular structure of the uterus . Spon- 
taneous evolution had taken place, if that 
can be called spontaneous which was in- 
duced by art, the arms had receded , and the 
head had descended, and the child was bom 
without the patient being conscious that she 
had pain. The child was a still-born male, 
at the full period. The mother did ex- 
tremely well, and recovered without one 
bad symptom, and has lately been confined 
again. 

LATE INQUEST AT HAMPTON. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — As some of my friends have im- 
puted to me the alleged want of professional 
skill exhibited b/*the Hampton practitioner* 

I shall feel obliged by your informing them 
that my place of abode is I.ileworth , and not 
Hampton. I should not have troubled you 
with this letter, had not various reports been 
circulated in different quarters, highly pre- 
judicial to my professional character and 
reputation. Although I bear the same name, 
I am in no wajf connected, either by family 
or otherwise, with the gentleman whose ob- 
stetric conduct was the subject of inquiry at 
the late inquest at Hampton ; and I must 
add, that I neither dicl nor do approve of his 
treatment of the case, or the bungling and 
lame defence of his friends and witnesses. 

I remain, Sir,. 

Your obedient humble Servant, 

W. S. Bowen, M. R« C,S# 

Isleworth, Nov. 12, 1830. 
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THE LANCET. 

London , Saturday, November 97 , 1830. 

It were idle to discuss the defects in the 
existing medical corporations, unless with a 
view to their general improvement. If the 
construction of the Colleges of Physician? 
and Surgeons and the Company of Apo- 
thecaries be suited to the temper, the 
knowledge, and the wants, of the present 
advanced period of society,— let them stand 
as they are, undisturbed, unmolested. On 
the contrary, if these institutions be go- 
verned upon principles the most odious, 
narrow-minded, and illiberal, — calculated to 
create constant dissensions, distract the at- 
tention of professional men from their sci- 
entific pursuits, and to retard the progress of 
that knowledge which they were founded to 
promote, then it behoves every well-directed 
mind to exert the whole of its energies and 
faculties to effect their amelioration or de- 
struction. In a “certain house” we hear 
it announced, that “ restoration,” not '* re- 
volution,” is the order of the day ; a send 
ment promulgated curiously enough by men, 
whose measures for the last thirty years have 
had such a revolutionary tendency, that Eng- 
land, now almost from one end to the other, 
teems with incendiaries. We shall not, in 
this place, pronounce any opinion upon the 
rationality or the propriety of the term 
“ restoration,” when it4s applied to the 
political institutions of this country ; but we 
hesitate not to say, that it is calculated to do 
little more than elicit a smile, if such an 
emendatory term be applied to the medical 
corporations founded by Henry VIII. and 
James 1. Whenever those persons, who have 
a little more foresight than their neighbours, 
attempt aoy great work of improvement, the 
corrupt leaven of some of our* ancient” and 
venerable institutions is sure to rise into 
terrific appearances, to the sad affright of 
the feeble-minded of both sexes. “ Revo- 


lution” is ever the watch-word of cor- 
ruptionists. But what great improvement 
was ever effected without more or less of 
revolution? The incorporation of the bar- 
bers with the surgeons was a sad revolution 
for the barbers; and doubtless the subse- 
quent separation of the surgeons from the 
barbers was a fortunate revolution for the 
surgeons. The establishment of the College 
of Physicians by Henry VIII. was a com- 
plete revolution in medical policy. The 
decision of the House of Lords in the case 
of Rose and Searle, was another revo- 
lution ; for, until that period, no person in 
London, if he were not a Fellow, or a 
Licentiate of the College of Physicians, 
could visit and prescribe, without being 
amenable to the consequences of a penal 
statute. The passing of the Apothecaries 
Act, so lately as 1815, was another revo- 
lutionary measure. For if we are to take 
the decisions of the judges, as the indis- 
putable law of the land, that act has wrested 
from the members of the College of Sur- 
geons nine-tenths of. their rights; more- 
over, there was the less ground for passing 
that Act, because in the Charter of the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons there 
were powers sufficient, had they been put in 
force, to have protected the public from the 
practices of incompetent medical pretenders. 
What a farce is it, therefore, to refrain from 
measures of improvement, lest they should 
lead to “ revolution !” We contend, then, 
fearlessly, that unless the present system of 
medical government be radically and en- 
tirely changed, the members must continue 
in a station far below that which they are 
entitled to hold by their talents and their 
usefulness, and that the public will never 
derive those great advantages from the cul- 
tivation of the science of medicine which 
it has a just right to expect. The first 
object of every wise government lias alwaya 
been to secure the health of the people, 
without which there is no strength ; for, al- 
though “ knowledge is power,” it would bo 
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df a very harmless kind, in a national sense, 
if it had not for the ready instruments of the 
will, well-formed bone and vigorous muscle. 
In all ages, the professors of the healing art 
have been reverenced, alike by the learned 
and the vulgar; Machaon and Podilerius 
were even deified. Nothing but apathy or 
ignorance could induce any government to 
neglect the interests of the professors of 
tiuch a science as that of medicine, consider- 
ing the incalculable advantages which they 
ire capable of conferring upon the commu- 
nity. The manner in which medicine has 
been neglected in this country, speaks lit- 
tle for the wisdom of our ancestors. In 
truth it cannot be denied that, even of late 
years, parliament has, on every occasion, 
evinced a most culpable negligence in all 
matters concerning the welfare of the medi- 
cal profession. Every medical subject has 
been discussed with impatience ; with that 
sort of anxiety which denoted that even 
thinking on such a matter was not unaccom- 
panied with mental suffering. Who can have 
forgotten the miserable’ exhibition in the 
House of Commons, when the late Anatomy 
Bill was brought forward? With the ex- 
ception of Mr. Hume, Mr. Warburton, 
and two or three other members, it would 
appear that the honourable gentlemen had 
taken pains to signalize themselves by ut- 
tering the most contemptible common- place 
trash that ever was heard in a rational 
assembly. The bill itself was avowedly 
framed to prevent a repetition of the crimes 
that were committed at Edinburgh by Burk 
and his hellish associates. The circum- 
stance that led to those crimes, was the 
readiness with which cash could be obtained 
for the murdered bodies. But in the pre- 
ventive anatomy bill there was no mention 
of any penalty, not even of the smallest fine, 
or of the shortest imprisonment, to be in- 
flicted upon persons who should be detected 
ih carrying on the barbarous traffic in hu- 
man flesh. Thus it has been with every 
medical question, in the House and out of 


the House. The royal colleges having 
failed to discharge their duty to the public, 
they have been actively engaged in smother- 
ing inquiry, by rendering intricate and ob- 
scure all those subjects in which they have 
been interested, all those abuses by the ex- 
istence of which they have acquired their 
ill-gotten wealth. 

“ Restoration,” then, is not what will satisfy 
the members of the profession in the present 
day. There must be a revolution in medical 
government, or the change cannot, will not, 
satisfy, the just demands either of the pro- 
fession or of the public. Is it likely that the 
charters which were framed three hundred 
years since, are suited to the intelligence 
and demands of the present day ? Besides, 
in most of the old charters, the petitioners 
included all who were to be affected by it, 
or whose interests were to be advanced; 
but in the modern charters, the commonalties 
have been carefully excluded from partici- 
pating in corporate privileges. Thus^ in 
the charter which was granted to the Col- 
lege in Lincoln's Inn Fields by his Majesty 
George III., the petitioners and their 
successors were permitted to fill up all the 
vacancies in their own body, thus constitut- 
ing the Council a self-perpetuating engine, 
in controlling the movements of which the 
commonalty were to have no share. The 
members, therefore*, form no part of the 
body corporate. Strange members, indeed ! 
It is a body without head, hearty or extre- 
mities. The influence of these corporations 
overminds not strengthened by fixed liberal 
principles, is exceedingly great, and few men 
so far resist the temptations to which they 
are subjected within the walls of iniquity, 
as to retain a character for independence 
and integrity, if they have the misfortune 
to accept office with so excellent a testimo- 
nial cf worth. The impartial and honest 
mind is assailed by every species of bribery. 
The allurements of gold, and the fascina- 
tions of the sumptuous feast, are ever ready 
for its ensnarement. Mr, Carmichael of 
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the Dublin College, after having; lent, for 
too many years, the reputation of hit name 
to the tyrannous misdeeds of his colleagues, 
has, at last, manfully and honourably re- 
signed his seat, dung off the robes of office, 
and left a corporation of which be could not 
longer have continued an acting member, 
without utter ruin to bis reputation. Until 
the recent manoeuvres of his unworthy coad- 
jutors, he was not, probably, aware of the 
pernicious practices of the College to which 
he belonged ; but the late attempt to compel 
all candidates for the diploma to undergo 
the ordeal of an apprenticeship to those 
who, while they signed the indentures with 
one hand, were pocketing the fees with the 
other, so completely unmasked the flimsy 
pretensions to public spirit, of those wbo were 
enacting such base regulations, that Mr .Car. 
michael became fully sensible of the degrad- 
ing society in which he stood, and instantly 
resolved, by one honourable step, to quit it 
ipr ever. We have not yet seen the new Char- 
ter of the Irish College of Surgeons, but it 
cannot be worse than that which was framed 
for the government of the College in Lin- 
coln's Inn Fields, — an institution which still 
exists, to the shame and disgrace of the pro- 
fession. We are utterly at a loss to under- 
stand why there should be such variations 
in the Charters of the London, Dublin, and 
Scotch Colleges. We cannot perceive that 
any advantages result from the institution of 
such dissimilar laws for the government of 
societies of gentlemen, all occupied in the 
same pursuit,— -the cultivation of the sci- 
ence of medicine. At any rate, if we are 
to have one comprehensive [ law for the 
government of the whole profession, the 
Charter of the London College of Surgeons 
must not be taken for the model. It ori- 
ginated with the shavers j it had, truly, a 
barbarous origin ; but its enactments are not 
*aore contemptible, than are the feelings and 
the principles of the individuals by whom it 
is supported. In our next number we shall 
compress into as short * space as possible. 


some account of the charters which have 
been granted from time to time for the go- 
vernment of this College. The reader will 
find it well worthy of his attention ; for he 
must not forget that it is our object to 
show, First, — That medical enactments have 
never been founded upon a knowledge of 
the wants, the utility, or the respectability, 
of the profession; and, Secondly, That we 
should apply our best energies to esta- 
blish a college, in ‘which all branches of 
the profession may meet as one united 
brotherhood. 


JOHN LONG, THE SLAUGHTERER. 

We are under the necessity of announcing 
that this individual has nt>t yet been taken 
into custody, though we have been given to 
understand, from undoubted authority, that 
he has been seen walking in Regent Street 
within these few days. In whose hands is 
the warrant placed, and how is it that the 
magistrates do not interfere 1 If an humble 
individual, unassociated with ’ marquesses 
and lords, weTe under the charge of man- 
slaughter for the second time, upon the 
verdict of a coroner's jury, he would not 
be allowed to walk the streets with im- 
punity. The voice of justice is loud in its 
demand upon Captain Lloyd to show nei- 
ther mercy nor favour to the slayer of his 
wife. Long, we understand, has retained 
Messrs. Alley and Phillips, the counsel 
who were opposed to him in the late prose- 
cution. We are told that the fellow has 
written to Mr. Wontner, the govetnor of 
Newgate, to know if he can be accommo- 
dated with the state apartments again! 
If it be possible, the impudence of the 
wretch is an overmatch for his ignorance. 


Mr. Charles Bell, late professor of 
Physiology and Clinical Surgery in the Lon- 
don University, no longer fills any chair in 
that institution. 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



31*. WOUNDED 

SUMMARY OP 

I THE WOUNDED AT PARIS. 

In our notice lUt^elk of M&uflfe’s 
History of the Hotel Dieu, during and after 
the late revolution, we were compelled to 
omit the following summary of the wound- 
ed #ho were admitted at the Parisian Hos- 
pitals, but as it is a report of some interest 
we now.gjve it. We hqve already noticed 
the particulars furnished from the above 
hospital, but repeat it here in order to make 
the list complete. 

At the Hotel Dieu there were admitted 
390 wounded, of whom 122 died, 40 of them 
during the first three days after their admis- 
sion ; the wounds were in general very se- 
vere ; more than a hundred fractures were 
observed, in thirty -four cases of which am- 
putation wqb performed. 

At the Ckarite 165 were admitted, of 
whom 50 died ; of fiJteen cases where am- 
putation was performed, seven only termi- 
nated successfully. 

At St, Louis , of 152, 39 died; six or 
seven secondary amputations were perform- 
ed, but in one case only with success. 

At the Pitie, of 108 wounded, not more 
than niue died ; a result which is far more 
favourable than has been obtained any-where 
else, except, we believe ,at the Gros Caillou ; 
it is, however, in some degree accounted for 
by the circumstances, that amongst the 108 
wounded there were only six fractures, and 
that only two amputations were performed ; 
besides this, a great many wounded were 
taken immediately from the field of battle to 
the Hotel Dieu, where their wounds having 
been dressed, those who were able to be 
conveyed to more distant hospitals were 
immediately sent away, and of these about 
sixty were admitted at the Pitie. 

At the Hopital ffeaujon 89 were received, 
31 of whom died ; this mortality is in some 
degree explained by the very murderous 
fighting which took place in the immediate 
neighbourhood of this hospital during the 
retreat of the troops. Owing to this circum- 
stance twelve of the wounded died immedi 
ately after their admission, and in the above 
eighty-nine cases thirteen amputations were 
performed. 

The Hopital Necker took in 37 wounded, 
five of whom died immediately ofter their 
eutrante, and eight in the course of the first 
twenty-four hours. Three amputations 
only were performed. 

At .the Incurables Femme s de la Rue de 
Sevres 34 were admitted, four of whom died 
during the first forty-eight hours, one of 
whom was young Vannpau of the Poly- 
technic School* 


AT PARIS. / r-.fu** 

The Goitre SaisUe Marie and the large 
hall of the court of commercial law (aalle 
d 'audience de l'ancien tribunal de com- 
merce) received 1*7 wounded, but 75 were 
soon removed. Of the 52 remaining 14 
have died, all of them before the 4th of 
August ; one amputation only was per- 
formed. 

The Hospice d'Enghien took in 10, all of 
whom recovered. 

At the Hopital Carhin nine were ad- 
mitted ; and 6ix others were distributed 
amongst the Hospice du LarochefouceUt , 
Enfans Malades, etc. 

The total number of wounded admitted at 
the civil hospitals at Paris amounts accord- 
ingly to 1200, of whom 304 died. 

The information regarding the "Ambu- 
lances?' which were immediately established 
in different quarters of the town, are of 
course rather incomplete ; the following 
may, however, be considered as coming very 
near tbe truth. 

At an “ambulance" near the Rue des 
Pyramides , 170 wounded were received, 
130 of whom were subsequently sent to the 
hospitals ; the wounds were comparatively 
slight, and no amputation was performed. 

At the “ Passage de Saumon" 90 were 
received, most of them only to have their 
wounds dressed ; none of them died, though 
some wounds were rather of a dangerous 
kind. 

The Exchange also became an asylum for 
tbe wounded, 75 of whom were admitted 
there ; 48 were subsequently sent to the 
hospitals ; of the 27 remaining, two with 
wounds of joints are in a hopeless.state, the 
others are recovered. 

In addition to these, about 400 wounded 
were temporarily admitted at tbe Hotel Dieu, 
as we mentioned iu our account last week, 
who, after their wounds had been dressed, 
were conveyed home, or even returned to 
the field of battle ; and lastly, a great num- 
ber of wounded were attended at home. So 
that adding their average number to that of 
the admissions at the civil hospitals and the 
ambulances, the whole number of the wound- 
ed would amount to about 2000. 

The exact number admitted at the mili- 
tary hospitals is not known; but it seems 
that it did not exceed 300. The mortality 
at the military hospitals is reported to have 
been extremely small, which seems to be 
dependent on two causes ; first, because the 
citizens were, especially at the commence- 
ment, badly armed, and indicted but slight 
wounds ; and secondly, because of the sol- 
diers previously admitted at tbe civil hospi- 
tals, all those who were able to be conveyed 
were, from the 10th of August, seut to the 
military hospitals, the relative mortality of 
which must, by this circumstance, have 
I accordingly been much lessened. 
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The number of killed on the field of bettle 
amounts to about .390, of whom 135 were 
exposed at the Morgue, and the rest were 
buried ; tbe total ascertained number of the 
killed amounts consequently to 700, and that 
of the “ mis hors de combat/' to about 3000. 

From these data, it appears that the re- 
ports circulated immediately after the ** three 
days," were much exaggerated; we fear, 
however, that when the above calculations 
are completed by the authorities, the three 
days will prove to have been much more dis- 
astrous than would appear from M. Meniere's 
statement ; the number of the wounded who 
were treated at home is Evidently too small ; 
and in that of the killed, those whose bodies 
were thrown into tbe Seine, etc., do noti 
seem to be included. 


DRACUNCULUS OR GUINEA WORM. 

In a former number of The Lancet we 
gave a short account of a medical schpol at 
Abou-Zabel in the neighbourhood of Cairo, 
under the superintendence of a French phy- 
sician, M. Clot, who has lately published a 
report on the iustitution, and the hospital 
attached to it. We hope soon to lay an ex- 
tract of it before our readers, and shall mean- 
while give some of the cases of dravunculus 
observed by M. Clot, and reported in the 
Lancette Frangaise. 

Casb 1 . A negro of Darfur, aetat. 35, a 
soldier in the Egyptian army, was admitted 
on the 2nd of April, 1825, with a painful 
swelling of the scrotum, accompanied by 
fever ; lie was bled and an emollient poultice 
was placed round the scrotum ; after about 
ten days an abscess had formed on the right 
side of the scrotum, which having been 
opened and a small quantity of purulent 
serum evacuated, a dracunculus showed it- 
self at the wound, four inches of it were 
immediately extracted, and rolled over a 
piece of plaster ; the extraction was repeat- 
ed daily, so that on the 18th the whole 
worm, twenty-three inches in length, was 
extracted. 

Case 2. A negro boy was admitted on the 
12th of May, 1825, with ptyalism and a pain- 
ful tumour at the apex of the tongue, the 
gums were swelled and bleeding. After a 
careful examination of the mouth a small 
fluctuating tumour was discovered near the 
franum lingual, which was opened, and dis- 
charged, with a small quantity of purulent 
serum, j>art of a dracunculus, which was 
seized, and without any difficulty extracted, 
it was four inches iu length. After a few 
days under the use of an emollient gargle, 
the patient was perfectly cured . 

Case 3. — A negro, twenty years of age, 

came to the hospital on the 8th of June, 


1825, with • swelling and violent pain in 
the penis; it was at first taken for a syphi- 
litic affection, but on closer examination a 
dracunculus was found encircling the penis ; 
it very much resembled an inflamed vein, 
and caused much pain along the apermatio 
chord. Under the use of an emollient poul- 
tice, a vesicle formed at the parts behind 
the glans, opened on the 18th, and dis- 
charged about half an inch of a dracun- 
culus which was fixed to some sticking- 
plaster, and slowly extracted ; this caused, 
however, such violent pain, that the ex- 
traction was not completed before the 1st of 
July, although the whole length of the worm 
did not exceed five inches and a half. 

Case 4. — IV., an Arub soldier, thirty 
years of age, was admitted on the 20th Oct. 
with inflammatory swelling of the left leg, 
which was very painful, &c. He was bled, 
and as M. Clot Buspected, a dracunculus 
was perceived, though he was unable to trace 
it ; the leg was covered with a poultice, 
and after ten days a vesicle formed at the 
outer ancle was opened, and from it part of 
the dracuuculus extracted and fixed to a 
piece of sticking-plaster; on the 5th of 
November it unfortunately broke ; the pu- 
rulent discharge however continued, and 
another abscess soou formed about four 
inches above the first, from which another 
portion of the worm was extracted. On the 
23d the extraction seemed to be complete, 
the inflammation in the leg had also sub- 
sided, and the patient was discharged well 
on the 15th of December. On the 23d, 
however, he returned with pain in the ham, 
from which, within six days, ten inches of 
the worm were extracted. From this-time 
the patient remained perfectly well. 

M. Clot says it was impossible for him to 
decide whether the three pieces belonged 
to one worm only, or formed three distiuct 
worms. 

Iu the year 1822, M. Dussap, the chief 
medical officer of the Egyptian army, treat- 
ed at the hospital of Soutan about 400 in- 
dividuals affected with dracunculus, and at 
last caught the disease himself on the left 
hand ; the first symptoms, he says, were a 
painful itching on the dorsal surface ; he is 
of opinion that the frequency of dracun- 
culus dates only from the above year, and 
was communicated to the Arabs and Egyp- 
tians by negroes. He believes in the imme- 
diate contagion of the worm, and quotes as 
a proof his frequent observation of dogs, 
who became affected with it after having 
eaten the poultices from patients with dra- 
cunculus. 

Case 5. — M. Dot, French teacher in the 
service of the Pacha, became affected with 
dracunculus in 1824 ; it began with a small 
vesicle over the metatarsal bones of the first 
and second toe of the right foot ; it was sur- 
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rou&dftd by an intense redness, and caused 
a very painful itching. After a fortnight, 
the pain became so violent as to reader 
M. Dot incapable of any exertion ; the vesi- 
cle having broken, the worm became visible, 
and seven inches of it were extracted with 
_ excruciating pain, but without being follow* 
ed by any diminution of the symptoms. 
After a short time another vesicle formed 
over the outer ancle ; from this a dracun- 
culus eleven inches in length was ex- 
tracted, and under the application of poul- 
tices, two more abscesses opened over the 
tendo Achillis, from whioh two worms were 
drawn out, the one two, the other of twenty- 
four inches in length. The inflammation of 
the leg, however, continued, and became 
even alarming; the swelling increased, the 
pain was very violent, and accompanied by 
intense fever,, so that it was feared ampu- 
tation would become necessary. A large 
number of deep incisions were made at the 
places from where the worms issued, and a 
quantity of bloody and purulent matter was 
evacuated with the remains of worms, the 
greater portion of which had been partly 
extracted. Of the two first worms, about 
fiour inches only were found to have been 
left, of the third seven, and of the fourth 
two. After this time M.Dot completely re- 
covered* 

In 1820, Mehmid AH sent an expedition 
to Cordofan, where M. Marduchi, physician 
to the head officer of the troops, remained 
for three years. During the first two years, 
no case of dracunculus was observed ; in 
the course of the third, however, after very 
heavy rain, nearly the fourth part of the 
troops became affected with it, and M. Mar- 
duchi himself got it in twenty-eight different 
places, which, according to the statement 
of the natives, is unprecedented. In a letter 
to M. Clot he states, that before the begin- 
ning of the disease he was affected with an 
nnpleasaut itching and slight swelling of the 
legs, on which, after about twenty days, 
small and very painful tumours, like far- 
nucles, formed, which, under the use of 
poultices, opened, and gave issue to parts of 
worms which were fixed and gradually ex- 
tracted ; four, however, broke, and this ac- 
cident was followed by excruciating pain 
and such intense inflammation, that twice 
gangrene was produced, and it was not till 
after four months that the wounds healed. 
All the worms were in the lower extremi- 
ties except one, which formed over the 
coccyx. 


ALDERSG ATE-8T BELT SCHOOL,— M R. KING. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sib, — B y a breach, — not indeed of any 
expressed Compact, — but of the far more 


powerful bond of an honourable under- 
standing, the proceedings of a body of pupils 
at Aldersgate School, which they had been 
permitted to consider as of a purely domes- 
tic character, have been rashly exposed to 
the public. The following letter, purport- 
ing to furnish a statement of these proceed- 
ings, appeared in the last number ef the 
Medical Gazette. . 

“ Aldersgate- Sheet School. —Mr. King • 

“ To the Editor of the London Medical 
Gazette . — Sir, As an interested party in the 
followiug proceedings have expressed their 
intention of addressing a most impartial 
statement to the editor of a publication ever 
recognised by its patronage of falsehood and 
vituperation, I should be greatly favoured 
by the following statement appearing in your 
Gazette for Saturday, Nov. 20ih instaut. 

" I remain, Sir, 

“ A Friend to Candour and Truth, 

“ * Notice . — A General Meeting of the 
Pupils of the Medical School, Aldersgate 
Street, will take place in the Anatomical 
Theatre, Thursday, 11th November, for the 
purpose of presenting, their late -teseher, 
T. King, Esq*, with some marie of their 
respect. C. Blair, Secretary.* 

“ Agreeably to this notice, a meeting took 
place at the time appointed, Mr. Ryley ia 
the chair. A statement of the purport of 
the meeting by Mr. Blair having been 
made, the object, nolens volens , was at- 
tempted to be carried. A spirited discus- 
sion was the consequence. The new pupils 
of the School, ignorant upon what principles 
they were requested to forward an intention 
in which they were perfectly uninterested, 
declared themselves adverse. The follow- 
ing resolution was moved by Mr. Quinn, 
and carried unanimously by them : — 

** ‘ Jtesolution.— That, as a general body, 
the pupils of the Aldersgate Street Medical 
School do not consider it expedient to pre- 
sent such testimony.* ” 

The real history, of which this letter con- 
tains a very clumsy misstatement, may be 
told in a few words. Some pupils of the 
School, — to whom I am far from imputing it 
as a cause of reproach that their discretion 
appears to have been no match for their ge- 
nerosity, — convened a meeting of the whole 
body, tor the purpose of presenting their 
late teacher, T. King, Esq., with some mark 
of tbeir respect. In the terms of their ad- 
vertisement, the projectors of the meeting 
confounded two very distinct classes of pu- 
pils — those to whom Mr. King had been a 
teacher, and those to whom Mr. King was 
an absolute stranger. When the meeting 
assembled, I took an early opportunity of 
, dwelling on this fundamental and obvious 
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error, end I strove to satisfy my fellow- 
pupils, who bad not had tbe advantage of 
Mr. King's instructions, that tbe original 
resolution, if they agreed to it, would em- 
body not only an untruth, but a downright 
absurdity. At what rate, I asked, did we 
value out own feelings — at what Tate would 
Mr. Ring value the expression of those 
feelings, if they were to be carried in the 
shape of a token of gratitude for favours 
which we never received — for personal ci- 
vilities from oae in whose pretence we 
never had the happiness to stand 1 A mark 
of iuM&aosB to Mr. King from those who do 
not know him, can only deteriorate, when 
it is combined with a testimony of respect 
from those who do* 

Such were the natural considerations to 
which I called the attention of my fellow- 
pupils, and I have no wish to conceal that I 
felt a repugnance to coucur iu any demons 
strati on of partiality (particularly remem- 
bering the time and the circumstances under 
which it was solicited) to a gentleman who 
accidentally stood in the relation of prede- 
cessor to Mr. Quain, lest the world should 
guspeot that our estimation of the latter 
gentleman wanted any-thing of being com- 
mensurate with his high character and ac- 
somplishmepls. But we urged these con- 
siderations partly in vain, and we were 
forced to a measure which was only objec- 
tionable, ag it is usually the expedient of 
hpstility — an hostility not certainly felt on 
tgig occasion. An amendment was framed 
pn the moment, and although it was hastily 
written on the railing of the theatre where 
we assembled, it fully describes the feelings 
and intentions of those who Supported it. 
t “ That this, meeting, constituted of the 
general body of the pupils of the Aldersgate 
School, and convened for the purpose of 
presenting their late teacher, T. King, Esq., 
with some mark of their respect, consider it 
inexpedient to ent&tain the proposition. 1 ' 

. ^he amendment, I need scarcely say, was 
carried. The distinction, you will observe, 
between declining to “ entertain" a propo- 
sition; and refusing to grant what that pro- 
position requires, becomes the whole point 
of importance in this case, and should satisfy 
any person that the principle of it was left 
untouched. 

I should perhaps have been contented 
with the simple correction of the misstate- 
ments which the above letter contains, were 
it not that the author, in his anonymous 
character, demands a few words. A paper 
lias been signed within these few days at 
our School, protesting against the letter, 
disclaiming all knowledge of its contents 
previously to its publication, and especially 
disavowing any participation in the spirit, 
the taste, or temper of the writer. This de- 
claration bears the signatures of a large body 


of the pupils, including, as far as can be as* 
certained, the whole of the pupils who voted 
for the amendment , so that I am justified in 
concluding, that tbe character of friendship 
to the new pupils which the writer pats on, 
is an imposture assumed for the occasion, 
and intended to facilitate noose sinister de- 
sign. The strict concealment in which his 
name has been kept since the publication, 
in defiance of every legitimate attempt to 
discover it, confirms the suspicion that his 
purpose was not a good one. I appealed to 
the justice of the editor of the Medical Ga- 
zette , who declined to state tbe name of his 
correspondent, although it could be proved 
that the writer had forfeited all claim to the 
protection which his obscurity affords him. 

In conclusion I beg to say, that for one, l 
shall ever oppose that system, of which the 
present is a favourable example, of obtrud- 
ing upon the public attention names and 
transactions which have no adequate claim 
to such notice. I deem it to be a calamity 
of no ordinary mischief, that a set of school- 
boys in a corner of the city cannot, in the 
intermission of their tasks, enter into fami- 
liar counsel with one another for the insig- 
nificant purposes of the moment, without 
being puffed into public characters, and their 
conversations swelled out into the import- 
ance of a debate. Above all, I lament that 
there should exist, amongst the journals of 
the time, a refugs to which anonymous 
malice and dissembling hostility may resort 
with success. It is a pity that youth should 
be encouraged to put off that ingenuousness 
which is its comeliest attribute, and that in 
shooting against the blameless Uie arrows of 
its gratuitous spite, it can reckon upon a 
safe measure of protection and indemnity. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant. 

The Pupil who moved the amend- 
ment AT THE ABOVE MEETING. 

Nov. 24th, 1830. 


POWER OF THE LONDON COLLEGE OF PHY- 
SICIANS TO 8UPPRES8 QUACKERY. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — I was much amused with the con- 
cluding part of Dr. Elliotson's clinical lec- 
ture in your Number 376, and desire your 
early insertion of the following observations 
upou it. The Doctor asserts, “ that quack- 
ery may flourish ; that tbe most ignorant 
may practise in spite of the Royal College 
of Physicians, and the Royal College of 
Surgeons, aud the worshipful Company of 
Apothecaries ; that no one can touch such 
persons : no one can prevent their proceed- 
ings; lor of course those great bodies would 
do their duty to the public, if they had the 
power to interfere." 
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This, air, is an admission from a fellow of 
the Royal College of Physicians which I 
did not expect. Is it really possible that 
this term-trotting Cantabrian, this renegado 
from Edinburgh, can be so little acquainted 
with the constitution of bis Royal College 
as not to know, that its charter of incorpora- 
tion contains the most ample directions for 
the suppression of quackery. It appears to 
me, that the royal founder established the 
College more for the extinction of empiri- 
cism, than for all other purposes. The cele- 
brated charter begins thus : — 

“ Henry, by the grace of God, King of 
England and France, and Lord of Ireland, 
to all to whom these presents shall come 
greeting. Inasmuch as we consider it to be 
the duty of our kingly office to consult in 
every way the happiness of those who are 
subject to our sway, and as this object 
would be most effectually attained by put- 
ting a seasonable check to the practices of 
the wicked, we have judged it particularly 
necessary to repress the audacity of bad 
men whp profess medicine, more from ava- 
rice than from conscientious and laudable 
motives, whereby divers injuries are done 
to the ignorant and credulous people, we 
therefore, &c. &c., do will and ordain, that 
there shall be established a perpetual Col- 
lege of grave and learned men, who may 
publicly practise mediciue in our city of 
London and its suburbs, and within seven 
miles of that city in every direction ; and 
we trust that these for their own credit, and 
for the public good, will take care, as well 
by their own weight and example, to dis- 
countenance the ignorance and the rashness 
of the before-mentioned evil-disposed per- 
sons, as to punish them by our laws lately 
promulgated, and by the regulations to be 
made by the same College ; and in order 
that this may the more easily he accom- 
plished, we have granted to Drs. John 
Chambre, Thomas Linaere, Ferdinand de 
Victoria, our physicians, and Nicholas Halse- 
well, John Francis, and Robert Yoxley, 
physicians, that they and all other mem- 
bers of the same faculty of and in the afore* 
said city, shall become in fact and in name 
one body and perpetual commonalty or col- 
lege.” . 

Having given the above extract, I declare 
it to be a faithful translation from the origi- 
nal Latin, and now call upon Dr. Elliotson, 
either to acknowledge his ignorance of the 
College charter,*, or to inform an abused 
and indignant public, why the Royal Col- 
lege of Physicians continue to neglect the 
important duties confided to their care for 
the general good of society. 

I am. Sir, 

Your very obedient humble servant, 

A Censor op the Fellows. 
Nov. 13.th, 1830. 


LONDON HOSPITAL — MR. W ALFORD AND 
THE PUPILS. 

To the Editor of The Lancet* 

“ Dost know this water-fly? la 

our last conflict, four out of flve of liis wits went 
halting off, and now he is governed with one : so 
that if he have wit enough to keep himself warm, 
let him bear it for a difference between himself and 
his horse." — S hakbpeare. 

Sir, — As Mr. Richards, “ whose ductile 
dullness new meanders takes,” has not 
commuted paternity, but claims the last 
letter from the London Hospital as liis 
own, he is entitled to an extra portion of 
attention, and shall receive renewed ac- 
knowledgments for the obligation he has 
conferred, unassisted by his seven-and-thirty 
colleagues. I no-where observe that be 
resumes the subject of Mr. Headington 's 
conduct in opposing a medical coroner, 
because he disliked the candidate (for that 
was the alleged excuse) ; nor do I notice 
that he justifies his patron for his share in 
framing and administering the laws of that 
College, of which, in the innocence of his 
heart, Mr. Richards with transport pro- 
claims he is about to become a member. 
There are two enemies from whom all 
thinking men desire to be protected. One is 
an indiscreet friend, and how much ought the 
Damon of Broad Street to lament the good 
offices of the Pythias of Bethnal Green ! For 
without the devotion of the martyr of Bon- 
ner’s Row, Mr. Headington might ere this 
have returned to his obscurity, and been 
remembered only as one of the disinterested 
receivers of examination fees. The other 
foe to a foolish man is himself. Who can be 
severer on Mr. Richards than himself? 

If in after days his descendants desire to 
preserve from oblivion the fame of their 
ancestor, they will reprint the last number 
of your Journal, which, if it endure as long 
as the Dunciad, and his letter be “ re- 
deemed from tapers and defrauded pies,” 
Mr. Richards will have done for himself 
what Pope did for Dennis ; and Messrs. 
Blizard and Headington — whose names now 
only live on certificates and diplomas — will 
survive to posterity hand in hand with the 
hero of Bethnal Green ! 

Your Correspondent complains of not 
comprehending my letter ; the fault is his 
own — 1 am not chargeable with his want of 
intelligence. I say not so of him — he is too 
intelligible to be mistaken ; the calibre of 
his understanding is indicated by his inten- 
tion to purchase the College diploma, and 
gravely describing it as an honour. But 
perhaps Mr. Richards is a fool of Fortune ; 
such men are proverbially the favourites of 
the goddess \ and, for the future, the certi- 
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ficate of dulnesa will be the College diploma , 
until it can be obtained for nothing. He 
dwells with peculiar complacency on bis 
friend's wearing a blue riband, and, chuck- 
ling with delight, demands if that savoured 
of fear: certainly not, but it savoured 
strongly of folly, and was about as good a 
proof of independence as Malvolio’s cross 
garters or yellow stockings. Mr. Richards 
modestly suppresses the description of his 
own decoration. Who can be at a loss in 
conjecturing what should adorn the summit 
of Mr. Headington’s apologist! What best 
befits the brows of Mr. Richards I have 
already decided : if, however, — unlike that 
quadruped whose longitude of ear compen- 
sates for the brevity of his caudal append- 
age, — the gentleman should desire equality 
of honours for both his extremities, I re- 
spectfully suggest, that as his crest is a cap 
and bells, his motto, or tail-piece, may be, 

“ Sense,’ speech, and measure, living tongues, 
and dead, 

Let all give way, and Rickard s may be read.** 

I remain Sir, your faithful servant, . 

William Augustus Walford. 

Nov. 20th, 1830. 


SIR WILLIAM BLIZARD. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — I would ask the benevolent gentle- 
man who wrote thq letter inserted at page 
209 of your 375th number, why he excludes 
Sir W. Blizard from the benefit of his excul- 
patory endeavours, seeing that the worth) 
colleague of Sir W. has done nothing in the 
course of a reasonably long life which was 
not worthy of the knight himself! 

I bear Sir W. no more love than does the 
Samaritan who has thus poured oil and wine 
into the wounds of Mr. Headington, yet I 
should be sorry to add to the burden of the 
knight's offences, by suffering him to remain 
undefended from the imputation of wrong- 
ing the gentleman so feelingly alluded to as 
the young man who was ill-used by the 
Blizards." The facts are these. On the retire- 
ment of Mr. Thomas Blizard, the most 
accomplished surgeon the London Hospital 
ever boasted, or probably will again, for one 
generation at least, Messrs. Headington and 
Frampton claimed the performance of a con- 
tract in favour of the latter, which these 
honourable gentlemen had entered into to 
“ flap down new-fledged merit that would 
rise, and secure the return of Mr. Head- 
ing ton's partner as surgeon to the hospital. 
Sir W. took shame to himself for engaging 
to render all competition fruitless, and dis- 
interestedly threw the weight of his interest 
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into the preponderating Male of his own 
wealthier apprentice. Such a compact it 
were a virtue even in Sir W. to violate : it 
was a cousin german to the bond business of 
Bartholomew’s. 1 am, Sir, your obedient 
servant, * 

T. 

November 7, 1830. 


COLLEOIATB AVARICE. 

To the Editor of Tin Lancet. 

Sir,— I am one of ten simpletons who, on 
Friday the 11th of this present month of 
November, presented themselves for pluck- 
ing at the College of Surgeons. For the 
illumination of future pigeons, allow me to 
inform them how, and in what manner, the 
farce called Examination commences. The 
scene opens, not with an anatomical ques- 
tion, not with a surgical inquiry, not with 
an attempt to fathom the physiology of the 
examinee ; but a request to be informed 
“ whether lie has got his money with hinSf 
and whether it is in paper or gold ? " 

1 was so disgusted with this abominable 
solicitude for their extortionate fees, that 
had it not been the desire of my friends that 
I should become a member of their mis- 
called college, I would have demanded myr 
certificates, rejected their examination, and 
mortified the vultures by taking away myr 
“ notes or gold." I am, &c., 

A Member of the 
College of Surgeons. 

[This communication has been properly 
authenticated. — Ed. L.j 


st. Bartholomew's hospital.— *cig a i* 
smoking. 

To the Editor of Thb Lancet. 

Sir, — That your very valuable publica- 
tion, The Lancet, has produced many es- 
sential reformations in our profession every 
one must allow, nor is if my wish to gainsay 
it ; but as a student of Bartholomew's Hos- 
pital , I trust you will allow me to make a 
few remarks on the letter of a person sub- 
scribing himself “ A Pupil," inserted in the 
Number of this week. 

On bis “ aTs scribendi" I shall make no 
comment, giving the numerous readers of 
your excellent hebdomadal publication, cre- 
dit for some judgment in discriminating be- 
tween the usually elegant compositions in 
The Lancet, and the letter now before 
me, which in my opinion is a disgrace to a 
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gentleman, and a foul blot on the hitherto 
unsullied pages of your Journal. 

The gentlemen who are there accused of 
smoking in the* theatre, are many of them 
men of the first respectability. — old pupils of 
the hospital, and esteemed by those who 
have' the pleasure of their acquaintance. 
The theatre (especially lately) has been 
very offensive, on the return of the students 
from their dinner, attributable to the state 
of the bodies used at the anatomical lec- 
ture; cigars have, therefore, been intro- 
duced by some, and as I said before, by 
many of the most respectable in the hospi- 
tal. A most offensive thing certaiuly ! A 
person whose acquaintance they would 
have shrunk from, takes up bis pen — per- 
haps in the very place which he accuses 
these men of patronising — “ a London pot- 
house/* and writes a letter, in which he 
abuses them as *' certain puppies/* — men 
whose shoes he would willingly blacken to 
be admitted to their society. 

As 1 am convinced that this letter was 
written in a vindictive spirit by the author, 
I am sure you will insert this reply ; and in 
conclusion , I beg permission to ask you and 
you» readers a few questions 

1st. Is- it consistent with the usual cha- 
racter of Mr. Lawrence, to give “ a hint?” 
Would he not, as a man and gentleman, 
have desired its discontinuance ? 

2d. Do you think that had Mr. Lawrence 
expressed such a wish, the students, and 
those too his own pupils, would have con- 
tinued the practice ? 

3d. Why did not this reformer come 
boldly forward, and, as a gentleman, men- 
tion Mr. Lawrence’s dislike to it — if he 
oould do so consistently with truth ? 

As this notice has not produced the 
effects desired by the author, or his inso- 
lence excited any feeling in men so supe- 
rior to him, except contempt, I would ad- 
vise him, as the only recompense he can 
make to your offended readers, to attempt 
another letter, apologetical for the abuse 
and ungentlemanly feeling expressed in his 
last. 

I am, Sir, 

. Your moat obedient servant, 

An Old Pupil 

of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. 

Saturday, Nov. 20, 1830. 


CIO AR SMOKING. 

To the Editor o/Tue Lancet. 

Sir,— After Mr. Lawrence hadconcluded 
his lecture last night, he made a few well- 
timed and judicious remarks upon the prac- 
tice of cigar-smoking in the theatre of the 
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hospital. Mr. Lawrence justly pbseryed, 
that the rules of good breeding and civilized 
society alike demanded that those who 
were partial to smoking should forego that 
«« pleasure ” for the short period of one hour 
in the twenty-four, rather than offend those 
to whom the practice might be objection- 
able. For the manner in which this good- 
tempered observation was received by the 
class, I may fairly conclude that the ob- 
noxious habit will be discontinued. As my 
lost letter was written in a moment of irrita- 
tion, I am willing to admit that l expressed, 
myself in terms not altogether appropriate. 
Nothing can be further from my intention 
than to cast any imputation upon the cha- 
racters of my brother students, or to call in 
question their claims to the rank of gentle- 
men. In a word, I am proud of being a 
member of the St. Bartholomew’s class, 
which for pumber, talent, industry, and re* 
spectability, is not surpassed. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

A Pupil. 

Nay. 2p, 1830. 


MENDICANT MEDICAL IMPOSTOR. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,—' T he caution which you gave in one 
uf your late Numbers against the artifices 
of a medical man of the, name, or assumed 
name, of VUliers , who is going about the 
country levying contributions, and living on 
the profession, I am sorry to say reached 
me too late to prevent my being gulled by 
bis plausible stories. 

Tbe said Vilherssaid he lived at Bath, or 
was going thither ; appears to be between 
thirty aud forty years of age, middle- 
sized, with an unhealthy complexion ; says 
he is subject to scirrhous or contracted rec- 
tum ; tells a plausible tale with the moat 
moving and lachrymose accent ; carries with 
him extracts from The Lancet, and docu- 
ments recommending his case, carefully 
preserved in a leathern case, as well as a 
long and respectable list of subscribers aud 
contributors to a very considerable amount, 
to alleviate his alleged distresses, some of 
whom have been dead for years. 

I think it would be well to caution your 
readers once more against tbe scandalous 
exactions practised by this unworthy mem- 
ber. 

I remain yours, 

A Constant Reader. 

[We regret that oar correspondent has 
omitted hia address*— Ed. L.] 
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OPERATION FOR CATARACT.— OSTEOSARCOMA. 


OBSERVATIONS OIV THE INQUEST if 
HAMPTON, BY DB. HARE. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— As I consider tile midwifery cose 
st Hampton to be of the utmost consequence 
to the profession, I take leave to offer a few 
brief observations upon it. The conduct of 
Mr. Bowen in resisting a consultation in a 
case of so ranch difficulty and danger, 1 con- 
sider as on wise and reprehensible as bis 
practice. If in the whole medical profes- 
sion a single educated and respectable raaD 
can be found hardy enough to justify him, I 
can only say I am sorry for it. 

He has great reason to congratulate him- 
self upon the escape he has had, by the 
Hading of a packed jury, and by the lumin- 
ous and scientific observations of a non- 
medical coroner. 

It ought to be held out as a beacon, illu- 
minated with gas, and floated to the whole 
profession, to warn them of the danger of 
following such an example. 

I remember to have seen a man with a 
lighted lantern placed at the entrance to 
certain ladies’ apartments, in order to ap- 
prise unwary customers of their danger, 
this was called burning them out, hence, I 
suppose, the phrase, “ a burning shame.*’ 
Now is it not ** a burning shame ” that such 
a case should occur, in the nineteenth cen- 
tury, so near a metropolis famed for science 
ana scientific men ! 

L. Hare, M.R.C.S.L. 
IS, Upper Gower Street, Bedford Square. 

November 1st, 1830. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 

OPERATION FOR CATARACT. 

On Friday last, Mr. Lawrence performed 
the operation for the extraction of cataract 
on the right eye of a man abont sixty years 
of age. 

1 he patient, being laid on the operating 
table, bis head supported by a pillow, the 
upper half of the cornea was divided, and 
the lens lacerated in the usual manner. After 
a short time, the lens not being protruded 
by the efforts of the eye, slight pressure 
was made on it by means of Daville’s cu- 
rette. This had the effect of throwing the 
lens upwards and forwards against the pos- 
terior surface of the. iris. The operator then 
introduced a needle through the pupil, and 
succeeded in removing the lens from the 
situation it then held; and pressure being 
again employed, a portion of the vitreous 
“humour was discharged. Foiled in this 


[ ttempt, Mr. Lawrence introduced the 
curved needle a second time, and carried it 
behind the lens, which he endeavoured to 
transfix, but in vain. Recourse was again 
had to pressure, which was followed by * 
further escape of the vitreous humour, and 
the needle was then introduced a third 
time, but could not be made to pierce the 
lens, on account of the facility with which it 
slipped away under the slightest pressure 
against it. At length the curette was passed 
through the pupil, and the lens was imroe- 
d lately extracted. It was of an amber 
colour, and about half the usual size ; to 
which Mr. Lawrence said the difficulty he had 
met with might be attributed. The patient 
was then removed to a room that had been 
darkened, a lotion was applied to the eye by 
means of linen rag, and a strict antiphlo- 
gistic regimen enjoined. About one third of 
the vitreous humour was discharged during 
the operation. The patient is going on 


J. Reeve, whose case is recorded in Th* 
Lancet for October the 16th, went on very 
well until last Friday, when the stump be# 
came very painful and swollen. At 4 o’clock 
p.m. on. that day, a alight haemorrhage took 
place, which was suppressed by means off 
cold cloths ; a torniquet was applied loosely 
round the limbs. Ten p.m. There has been 
no recurrence of the bleeding; the stump 
feels hot, and fluctuation can be diatinctly 
felt in it. On Saturday morning at three 
o’clock, haemorrhage again occurred, and the 
house-surgeon was sent for, apd being unable 
to find the vessel that was bleeding, he tightr 
ened the torniquet and sent for Mr. Vincent, 
who arrived in a very short time. The 
man had lost about a pound and a half of 
blood. Mr. Vincent separated the adhesions 
which the severed edges of the stump had 
formed, and found a cavity containing a large 
quantity of coagulated blood. None of 
the ligatures had separated. Mr. Vincent 
found that the posterior tibia! artery had 
ulcerated above the ligature, and immedi* 
ately cut down and tied the artery just at its 
origin. The bleeding then ceased, be be- 
came very pale, and his pulse could with 
difficulty be felt. Some wine was given him ; 
his pulse rose, he slept well the remainder 
of the night, and has since gone on very 
well. 

LONDON HOSPITAL. 


extirpation of the right superior max* 

ILLARY BONE AFFECTED WITH OSTEO- 
SARCOMA. 

A man, the subject of this operation* 
apparently abont 40 years of age, was 
brought into the operating theatre on Wed* 
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fiesday, Nov. 17th, haying a tumour which 
occupied nearly the whole of the right side 
of the face. The skin covering the antrum 
was of a dark-red colour, and matter was seen 
oozing from an opening just over the ante- 
rior margin of the masse ter. The patient 
being laid on his left side, the first step of 
the operation was to secure the external 
carotid artery immediately after its transit 
beneath the digastric muscle, opposite the 
angle of the jaw. This was done by making 
an incision in the direction of the posterior 
belly of this muscle, by which the lower 
margin of the parotid gland was exposed. 
The dissection was then continued until the 
artery could be felt, pulsating in the depth 
of the wound; and a ligature was, with 
aome difficulty, passed beneath it. 3n tying 
the artery, however, the ligature unfortu- 
nately broke, and another was passed under 
it, which occasioned a little delay in the 
operation. Very little blood was lost; and, 
considering the depth of the artery, which 
was increased by the swelling of the whole 
cheek, we consider that the operation was 
very dexterously performed. A consultation 
then took place between the surgeons in an 
adjoining room, the particulars of which, 
however, did not transpire. The operator 
then proceeded to lay bare the tumour, 
which was effected in the following manner : 
An incision was commenced at the angle of 
the mouth, and carried obliquely upwards 
and outwards, as far as the superior margin 
of the zygomatic process of the malar bone, 
in which the coronary and facial arteries 
were divided, and immediately secured. 
Another incision was then commenced from 
the same point, and carried vertically up- 
wards to the ascending process of the supe- 
rior maxillary bone. A triangular flap was 
thus formed, which was dissected upwards 
as far as the edge of the orbit, by which 
the greater part of the tumour was ex- 
posed. The posterior part of the cheek 
was then dissected downwards, by which 
the whole of the tumour and the teeth 
were completely laid bare. The tuber- 
osity of the superior maxillary bone and 
the palate bone were now separated from the 
pterygoid process of the sphenoid with 
Liston’s bone nippers. The malar bone 
was next cut through, the division extending 
into the spheno-mnxillary fissure. The 
ascending process of the superior maxillary 
bone was then separated at its basis— the 
first incisor tooth was now extracted, and 
the maxillary bones separated at the inter- 
maxillary suture. All this was easily per- 
formed by tbe aid of the some instrument. 
Some little force was next exerted, by which 
the tumour, the maxillary bone, and perhaps 
the palate hone, were loosened, and the soft 
parts divided with a curved double-edged 
scalpel, and the whole easily withdrawn. 


This second step of the operation was most 
coolly and dexterously performed, occupied 
only thirteen minutes, and was attended 
by a much less loss of blood than might 
have been anticipated. There* were no 
vessels that required ligatures, and blood 
was prevented falling into the pharynx by 
the depending position in which Mr. Scott 
kept the month. Small pledgets of lint 
were now introduced,^! j tl^e edges of the 
incisions connected by sTffliiVts.. The whole 
surface of the cM3ek was covered with ad- 
hesive plaster ; and Mr. Scott requested the 
porters to carry the patient to his bed, which 
we were astonished tP hear him objec^to, 
saying, that lie was quite capable of Walk- 
ing, which was allowed him. tier dismayed 
amazing latitude ; and his pulse, ^ which 
flagged a liftle during the operation, re- 
gained its pow<pr before he left tbe -theatre. 

The whole surgical staff ofctire. Hospital 
was present, and Mr.T^Ott Wa»|my assisted 
by Mr. Luke. We can* say nothing of the 
structure of the tumour, as it had not been 
examined when we left the Hospital. 


FRENCH ENGLISH. 

A French writer, who has edified his 
readers in a late number of the Journal 
Hebdomadaire , with a ** biographie ” of 
John Abemethy, thus quotes a well-known 
passage 

“ Tongues in the trees, books in the running 
broke , 

Sermons in stone , and good in every thing.” 

The second figure is thus translated ; 
“ des livres dans les sources qui murmu- 
rent.** 

The works of M. Abernethy are described 
as, 1°. On the constiturionnal origin, treat- 
ment of local diseases on aneuvrismes; 
2°. On diseases ressembling syphilis, and 
on diseases of the urethra ; 3° On the inju- 
ries of the head, and miscelleous subjects; 
4° On lumbar abcesses and tumors ; 5° 
Lectures adressed to the. college of sur- 
geons, and on the theory and pratice of 
surgery. 

Dr. Wright. — We strongly recommend 
to tile notice of the profession the “Minute* 
of Evidence,*’ now published by Mr. High- 
ley, fleet Street, containing charges against 
Dr. Wright of Bethlem Hospital. We 
understand that the doctor will publish his 
“ Reply ’* in a very few days. 

TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Homo Fortis did not reach us rill the £5th* 
too late for this week. 

P. IV. B . — Dr. C. A paper on the de- 
tection' of antimony will very shortly be in- 
serted 
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PRACTICAL COM MEN 1 


ON 

: CHRISTISON^ PROCESSES 

:p 

g"poisons. 



antimony AND ITS preparations. 

The preparations of antimony which are 
most likely to engage the attention of the 
toxicological chemist, are the tartar eme- 
tic, the precipitated sulphurets, and the 
chloride, or butter of antimony, which last, 
though scarcely noticed by Dr. Christison, is 
yet of no trivial importance. The physical 
properties of the two former require no 
notice ; the last, it will be remembered, 
" P re P ared »>y boiling the sulphuret of an- 
timony with muriatic acid, when sulpha- 
retted hydrogen is expelled, and a chlo- 
ride of antimony formed, which usually ex- 
wts in the state of a gelatinous fluid, and 
winch, when thrown into an alkaline solu- 
tion, is decomposed, a white protoxide of 
antimony being thrown down. All the solu- 
ble preparations of antimony are decomposed 
by many organic substances, such as astrin- 
gent vegetable infusions, &c. ; they are also 
decomposed by sulphuretted hydrogen gas 
an orange-red sulphuret of antimony being 
lormed, which sulphuret, when treated with 
caustic potash, or subjected to the action of 
hydrogen gas, forms either a sulphuret of 
potassium or of hydrogen, and metallic anti- 
mony i, set free. Metallic antimony, again, 
is a blueish-grey metal, fixed in the fire, 
except when exposed at the same time to 
currents of gaseous matter ; Jwhen heated 
in an open tube, it is oxidated with the pro- 
duction of a white shining vapour. 

Such are the leading chemical features of 
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au timony, a correct understanding of which 
18 essen tial before the processes approved 
by our author can be dnly investigated. 

Various authors have at different times 
recommended particular processes for the 
detection of this tribe of poisons ; of these 
we may particularize that of Orfila, and the 
more recent one by Dr. Turner, which lat- 
ter Dr. Christison recommends to be adopt- 
ed. We quote the author’s description, 
illustrated by a diminished drawing of the 
apparatus employed. It is necessary also 
to extract his brief account of Orfila's me- 
thod : — 

• “. Professor Orfila recommends the fol- 
lowing compound process. Either the anti- 
mony exists in solution, or it has been ren- 
dered insoluble by vegetable principles. 

1 he suspected matter being filtered, there- 
fore, both the fluid and the matter remain- 
ing on the filter must be submitted to ana- 
ydre. The fluid is to be treated with sul- 
phuretted hydrogen, and the precipitate 
col ected and reduced with potass in n cru- 
clble * j The 8olid P art is 10 be incinerated, 
and reduced also. In both cases globules of 
metallic antimony are proem ed if that metal 
was present in the mixture.* 

This method is liable to some material 
objections. In the first place, if the fluid is 
alkaline, the sulphuretted hydrogen will not 
act ; secondly, I have frequently found that 
the process of reduction does not answer on 
the small scale; and lastly, the double pro- 
cess may be dispensed with. 

° A much better method of analysis is 
the following very simple and satisfactory 
■ process proposed by Dr. Turner. The sub- 
ject of analysis is to be acidulated with a 
little muriatic and tartaric acids. The 
former will coagulate various animal princi- 
ples which may be present. The latter Dr# 
Turner has found to possess the property of 
readily dissolving all precipitates whatso- 
ever formed by reagents with tartar emetic,, 
except that caused by sulphuretted hydro-, 
gen. Hence the addition of tartaric acid 


* Toxicol. Gen. i. 481. 
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brings the whole of the antimony into the 
fluid, and consequently one-half of Orfila’s 
process is dispensed with. The fluid so 
prepared is to be filtered, and a sulphuret 
formed and collected in the usual way. Dr. 
Turner found that the next step, the reduc- 
tion of the sulphuret, oannot be effeated on 
the small scale even in a crucible, much 
less of course in a tube ; and on examining 
the flux, he discovered that a part of the 
sulphuret escapes decomposition, and that 
the metal which is reduced is too finely di- 
vided to be distinguishable. He was there- 
fore led to propose the process of reduction 
by hydrogen (p. 354), which will develop 
antimony characteristically from only a tentn 
part of a grain of the sulphuret.** 

The experiment is performed by passing 
a current of hydrogen gas, generated in the 
larger bottle from diluted sulphuric acid, 
and iron filings or zinc. At page 354, Dr. 
Christison describes it thus : — 

“ The best mode of showing the presence 
of antimony in it, is the method of Dr. Tur- 
ned, Who proposes to place a little in a 
horizontal tube, to transmit hydrogen gas 
through the tube by means of the apparatus 
represented in the figure, and, when all the 
air of the apparatus is expelled, to apply 
heat to the sulphuret with a spirit-lamp. 
Sulphuretted hydrogen ia evolved, and me- 
tallic antimony is left if the current of hy- 
drogen is gentle, or it is sublimed if the 
current is rapid.” t 



" If the stream of gas is slow, the metal 
remains where the sulphuret was ; if the 
stream is rapid, it undergoes a spurious 
sublimation, and condenses on the tube 
either in detached crystals or in the form of 
a shining crust. When there is much animal 
or vegetable matter present in the sulphuret, 
the metal is not always distinctly visible. 
In that case Dr. Turner recommends that it 
be heated in an open tube, when it oxidates 
and sublimes in the form of a white powder, 
which glimmers, but is not crystalline and 
adamantine like the oxide of arsenic, t A 
better method, however, is to dissolve the 
antimony by the action of nitric acid on the 
mixed material and broken fragments of the 
tube, and to throw down the orange sulphu. 

+ On the Detection of Antimony in mixed Fluids. 
Ed. Med. and Surg. Journ. xxviii. 71 . 

X Edin. Med. and Burg. Joant, xyiii. 75. 


ret again from the neutralized solution by 
means of sulphuretted hydrogen. 

“ Dr. Turner's method I have repeatedly 
found to be successful and manageable. But 
some practice is required to transmit the 
hydrogen gas with the proper rkpidity. The 
gas ought to be allowed to pass for some 
time before the spirit-lamp flame is applied, 
otherwise the oxygen remaining in the ap- 
paratus may cause an explosion, or will oxi- 
date the metallic aptimrfhy formed by the 
reduction of the sulphuret. Whenever the 
reduction of the sulphuret begins, the tube 
is blackened on account of the action of the 
sulphuretted hydrogen on the lead con^ 
tained in the glass. This obscure* the 
operations within the tube; but ‘on subse- 
quently breduog it, the metallic button or 
sublimate wm be easily seen. I have gene* 
rally found, that when the sulpbunetwas 
considerable in quantity, and the gaseous 
current slow, the metal lefaiained wltere the 
sulphuret wes ; but if tbe mass of sulphuret 
was small and tbe current rapid, then the 
metal was sublimed and condensed in minute 
scaly crystals of great brilliancy. 

*' In a late paper, Orfila has defended his 
precess against Dr. Turner's criticisms, sod 
states, thst either in a crucible or (if the 
quantity of sulphuret is small) in a tube 
heated by the blow-pipe with a “ lamps a, 
quatre mieches,” globules may be procured * 
and that he has procured them in this man- 
ner from a sixth part of a grain with the 
black flux, or with a mixture of charcoal and 
a little potass.* I can only say that I have 
often tried Orfila’s process, and always 
failed to procure distinct globules, unless 
the heat was intense, and then I have only 
sometimes succeeded. This process of re- 
duction is certainly precarious ; and, not- 
withstanding what Orfila has said in favour 
of his own method and against that of Dr* 
Turner, the latter has appeared to me much 
superior.” 

From repeated examinations of Dr. T ur- 
ner’s process, we feel entitled to assert,, 
that though theoretically perfect, it is prac- 
tically unsuited to the purposes of medico- 
legal analysis. The objections we consider 
it exposed to, are, in the first place, the 
great difficulty to its performance by un- 
practised persons, who always constitute 
the majority of persons interested in these 
cases, a difficulty which arises as well from 
the impossibility, iu many instances, of ob- 
taining tube apparatus of so complicated a 
kind, as, from the nicety of adjustment and 
manipulation, the experiment requires ; se- 
condly, that unless the hydrogen gas be very 

• Arch. G^n. de MSdecine, xvi. 8& 
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pure, tlie process increases in all its diffi- 
culties; if iron filings be employed, from the 
carbonaceous impurities and the sulphur 
which they contain, carburetted hydrogen 
and sulphuretted hydrogen are liable to be 
generated, and the decomposition of the 
sulphuret becomes, to say the least, ex- 
tremely uncertain. If zinc, on the other 
hand, be used, and the heat be applied for 
a length of time, metallic zinc is liable to 
be deposited in the tube, if there be any 
matter present, such as sulphur, capable of 
combining with the hydrogen and setting 
tree the metal which it holds dissolved or 
combined with it in considerable quantity. 
We have, indeed, more than once observed 
a metallic appearance to be produced in this 
way. It is true that the first objection is but of 
a conditional kind, and, in another respect, 
would apply against lithotomy or any other 
surgical operation ; it may be also said, that 
it becomes as touch the duty of a medical 
man to provide himself with analytic instru- 
ments, as with lancets or amputating knifes. 
We freely admit this, and we will also allow 
that the third objection may be obviated by 
using pure iron, and ascertaining the purity 
of the gas by a previous trial, viz., by con- 
ducting it through a solution of acetate of 
lead, which will be blackened if it contain 
even a trace of sulphuretted hydrogen ; but 
still We must repeat, ou the authority of our 
own experiments, that even in comparatively 
practised hands, with every attention to 
purity of materials and adjustment of ap- 
paratus, the reduction of the metal is al- 
ways uncertain, and unsatisfactory when 
obtained. We have repeated the experi- 
ment three-and-twenty times, and only suc- 
ceeded four times in obtaining a portion of 
metal, the properties of which could be re- 
cognised * . Thisi it may be argued, proves 
nothing but our Own incompetency ; but 
while we admit our inferiority in experi- 
mental adroitness to Dr. ChristisOn or Dr. 
Tuffner, yet as we have practised the expe- 
ritoent over and over again, and as we are 
in genefral successful in equally minute inves- 
tigations, we are inclined to believe our- 
selves entitled to offer rather a positive 
opinion on the subject. 

But while we start objections to Dr. 
Turner’s process, we do not intend to adopt 
that of Orfila, which, in every respect, is 
less entitled to confidence. Indeed, it is 
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little abort of ludicrotM to bear of tbe *m- 
ployment of a crucible in delicate operations 
of this kind j it brings us back to the homely 
days, when tbe reduction of arsenic was 
performed in a luted teapot, by the teat of 
a huge charcoal fire. We may notice also 
that Dr. A. T. Thomson, in the appendix on 
poisons attached to his valuable Conspectus 
of the Pharmacopoeias, falls, in one instance, 
into the same whimsical error. 

Tbe truth, we believe, is, that all the 
learned authors have committed the error ot 
doing a work of supererogation in seeking 
for the reduction of the metal at all, ancf 
that they might as well refuse to admit the 
i recognition of the sulphate of baryta, unless 
they had previously obtained “ barium,” its 
metallic base. In the first place there is no, 
metallic sulphuret' whatever, prepared by 
transmitting sulphuretted hydrogen through a 
solution, which even remotely resembles the 
rich red colour of the sulphuret of antimony ; 
secondly, if further proof be required, just 
as conclusive evidenoe can be obtained from 
one- twentieth— nay, one-fiftieth part of a 
grain of this sulphuret, and with infinitely 
less trouble than is necessary for the reduc- 
tion process. The annexed simple experi- 
ment will demonstrate the correctness of 
this assertion. 

Having transmitted the sulphuretted hy- 
drogen through the suspected liquid, pre- 
pared as Dr. Turner judiciously recom- 
mends, the liquid should be boiled, and al- 
lowed to cool and deposit the precipitate;'tbe 
greater part of the supernatant fluid should 
then be removed with a suction tube, leav- 
ing as much as is sufficient to suspend the 
precipitate till it is decanted upon a watfh 
crystal ; it should then be washed with dis- 
tilled water on the crystal, the fluid removed 
by the cautious use of a fine-drawn capillary 
tube, and it should next be placed near the 
fire-place till perfectly dry. 

This plan of decanting and washing will 
be found to possess many advantages over 
the filtering which Dr. Christison recom- 
mends ; filtering should very seldom be 
employed in analyses of this kind,- so great 
is the loss of materials which it usually, 
occasions. 

About ten drops of muriatic acid and five 
of nitric acid are next to be dropped over this, 
precipitate, and the crystal being supported 
on a ring of copper- wire, the fluid is to be 
Y 2 
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boiled over a small spirit-lamp flame. In 
three or four minutes the red colour of the 
sulphuret disappears with effervescence, and 
an extremely small yellow globule of sul- 
phur is seen swimming on the surface of 
the fluid, which should then be allowed to 
oool, and the little particle of sulphur re- 
moved with the point of the capillary tube. 
The fluid should now be evaporated to dry- 
ness, when a transparent gummy residuum, 
the chloride or butter of antimony, remains. 
If a few drops of distilled water be now drop- 
ped over this, an insoluble white powder, 
the protoxide of antimony, is immediately 
formed. The process of washing is to be 
repeated again, the white powder dried by 
a gentle warmth, and, finally, heated over 
the spirit-lamp flame, when it changes to a 
beautiful golden yellow. 

We have thus a chain of evidence simply 
and easily obtained, and withal indisputable 
in its kind. There is no sulphuret of the 
same red tint as that of antimony — there is 
no red sulphuret but that of antimony, 
which, decomposed by nitro-muriatic acid, 
will yield a residuum precipitable by water ; 
and, thirdly, there is no powder but the 
protoxide of antimony which similarly ob- 
tained, becomes of a yellow colour when 
exposed to heat. The theory of the process 
is also Teadily understood. The process 
now proposed, possesses moreover the ad- 
vantage of extreme facility of execution ; a 
watch-glass can he procured any-where, and 
the whole investigation completed in half 
an hour, without the necessity of construct- 
ing the pretty, but complicated apparatus, 
represented in our engraving. We are by 
no means inclined to question the necessity 
of obtaining the metallic base of poison- 
ous preparations as a general rule. Anti- 
mony, however, constitutes the exception, 
as will be seen in our notices of lead, cop- 
per, silver, mercury, and arsenic. In this 
instance it is entirely unnecessary ; and the 
attempt at the reduction of the metal will 
usually fail, and, moreover, prevent the ap- 
plication of much more certain experi- 
ments. 

As this is the first occasion on which we have 
alluded to the transmission of sulphuretted 
hydrogen gas through suspected fluids, it 
may be useful for some of our remotely 
situated readers to inform them, that it is 
best prepared by pouring very dilute sul- 


I phuric acid over powdered sulphuret of 
iron, prepared by holding a roll of. sulphur 
against a bar of iron at a white heat, and 
collecting the drops produced in a vessel of 
water. A double-necked bottle with a bent 
tube, such as represented in the woodcut, 
is the best for the purpose, if it can be ob- 
tained; if not, a common six-ounce phial 
may be furnished with a tube of the same 
form ; for this purpose a piece of barometer 
tube may be bent to the necessary form in 
a spirit-lamp flame, or an efficient substi- 
tute for this may be constructed with large 
quills adapted together by air-tight paper 
joints. 


Finally, it is of essential importance to 
ascertain whether tartar-emetic or.antimo- 
nial powder has been administered before 
the death of the individual, whose case is 
investigated. If it have, it is perfectly plain 
that no chemical evidence can be of any im- 
portance. We may remark here, that, to 
the interfering presence of poisons used as 
medicines, Dr. Christison does npt gene- 
rally pay the special attention which the 
importance of such a fallacy demands. 


A Practical Treatise on the Diseases of the 
Eye . By W. Mackenzie, Lecturer on 
the Eye in the University of Glasgow, 
&c., &c. London : Longman and Co., 
1830. 8vo. pp. 86*0. 

Notwithstanding the great number of 
books on diseases of the eye which have 
been published in this country, a complete 
account of the affections of this important 
organ has been hitherto a desideratum in 
our medical literature. There exist, it is 
true, a few general works on the subject, 
but these, though certainly not without l 
value, are too brief, or too little comprehen- 
sive ; it is with very great satisfaction, 
therefore, that we have perused the excel- 
lent and comprehensive treatise of Mr. Mac- 
kenzie ; it contains, in a comparatively small 
space, all the information that either the 
student or the practitioner qan,- under ordi- 
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nary circumstances, require,— information 
. which' he might previously hare sought for 
in rain t or could hare obtained only by con- 
sulting many separate works. We would 
not, however, hare it supposed, that the 
book before us is a mere compilation, for 
such is by no means the case. In a work 
of this kind, which must necessarily be i 
fbunded on the experience not of one, but 
of many, it was indeed impossible to intro- 
duce much really new or original matter ; 
but while the author has, with great indus- 
try and research, collected ihe statements 
and opinions of numerous writers, English 
and Continental, especially those of the 
German surgeons, with whose valuable la- 
bours on this subject he appears to be very 
familiar, he has interwoven them with the 
result of his own observations and expe- 
rience, in a manner which increases their 
value, and shows him to be thoroughly and 
practically acquainted with the diseases of 
which be treats. 

The arrangement, which is chiefly accord- 
ing to the textures of the part, beginning 
with the external or accessory organs, and 
ending with the retina, is at once scientific 
and convenient, and the division is suffi- 
ciently minute, without being carried to the 
absurd extent, and involving the almost 
endless nomenclature in which some writers 
have delighted, more to the confusion than 
the edification of their readers. Although 
it is not our intention to give a detailed ac- 
count, or an analj'sis of the work, vie shall 
notice a few parts of it here and there, in 
which the facts or opinions advanced by the 
author are altogether new, or differ from 
those which have been generally received, 
or may seem, for any other reason, to be 
particularly worthy of attention. We shall 
begin with an extract from the general ob- 
servations on ophthalmia, in which the au- 
thor forcibly combats the absurdity of con- 
sidering all the inflammations of the eye as 
one and the same disease, and of attempting 
to apply the same treatment to them all. 

u Every different texture of the eye, as 
it possesses both physical and vital proper- 
ties peculiar to itself, must suffer differently 
from the several processes of inflammation. 
In many cases the modifications of inflam- 
mation from differences of texture in the 
parts affected, are displayed with much dis- 
tinctness in thp eye j in other cases these 
modifications can be judged of only from 
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their consequences, and by a very minute ob- 
servation of the derangement which remains 
in the organisation of the part which bad 
suffered ; while in other cases, from the de- 
licate texture of the part, or its bidden situ- 
ation in the eye, they may altogether escape 
observation. 

“ The conj unctiva, sclerotica, cornea, iris, 
crystalline capsule, and retina, present a 
series of the modifications of inflammation, 
to which I have just now referred, suffi- 
ciently distinct to convince the most scep- 
tical of the truth of what I have asserted, 
and sufficiently striking to rouse the most 
inattentive to research. The muco-cutaneous 
conjunctiva secreting a flood of purulent 
matter, as in the ophthalmia of new-born 
children — the fibrous sclerotica, affected for 
months with rheumatic inflammation— the 
transparent flbro-cartilaginous cornea, be- 
coming opaque, or being destroyed layer after 
la^rer by a penetrating ulcer — the erectile 
ins, losing all power of executing its mo- 
tions of contraction and expansion — the 
crystalline capsule, pouring out coagulable 
lymph from its serous surface, and this 
lymph forming the medium of morbid adhe- 
sions — the nervous action, too deeply-seated 
to be observed immediately, but in a few 
| hours losing its inconceivably delicate sen- 
sibility — these are facts in which are dis- 
played the modifications of inflammatory 
action, and the various consequences of 
inflammation, fully as distinctly and as 
strikingly as they are manifested in any 
other, nay, in all the other, parts of the body 
together. There are other circumstances 
besides differences of texture which modify 
the inflammatory affections of the eye, which 
render this subject very extensive in the 
discussion, and cause the diseases to be oc- 
casionally very perplexing in the treatment. 
They are under the influence of peculiarities 
and certain artificial states of the constitu- 
tion, and of constitutional diseases ; and they 
are subject to innumerable variations from 
the influence of those inscrutable connex- 
ions called sympathies, scrophula, syphilis, 
gout, and that state of the system which 
we may call mercurialism, are each of them 
either capable of exciting inflammation in 
different parts of the eye, or at least of 
communicating to an inflammation, excited 
by other causes, such differences in charac- 
ter as shall often render it difficult to recog- 
nise a disease with which we were well 
acquainted in its simple or idiopathio form.” 

Mr. Mackenzie’s opinions on the nature 
and pathology of some few of the diseases 
of the eye, differ in some respects from 
those which are entertained by surgeons of 
great authority on these points. Thus, in 
opposition tp Mr, Lawrence, he maintains 
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that gonorrheas! ophthalmia is sometimes 
produced by metastasis; and adduces in 
support of this opinion! the eases described 
by Mr. Arnott and Dr. Hall, in the Med. 
Chir. Trans., where the inflammation of the 
eye certainly appeared to depend on metas- 
tasis, or on the transmission of pus by the 
veins ; these oases, however, appear to us 
to bear very little upon the point in ques- 
tion ; and although the author, in conformity 
with the German oculists, recommends that, 
in addition to the other remedies, meanb 
should be adopted to bring back the dis- 
charge in the urethra, he does not mention 
any case where he knew it to have been 
Suppressed. 

. The distinction between idiopathic and 
syphilitic iritis, he does not cousidei to be 
»o well defined as Mr. Lawrence represents 
it to be. He is, however, far from denying 
tjiat the latter is a separate form of disease, 
indeed, he mentions another species of iritis, 
in addition to those with which we were 
acquainted, viz., “ scrofulous iritis, M of 
which he gives a very marked case, where 
it occurred without inflammation of the con- 
junctiva in one eye, and with pustules and 
an ulcer at the base of the cornea in the 
other. It was treated chiefly with ealomel 
and opium, and the patient, a boy sixteen 
years old, rapidly recovered as soon 8S the 
mouth was affected- With regard to glau- 
coma, on the nature of which various opi- 
nions have been entertained, he believes 
that it consists principally in the absence or 
deficiency of the pigmentura nigrum, and 
that the green colour is owing to the bluish 
Hght reflected from the bottom of the eye 
passing through the yellowish or amber- 
coloured lens ; and observes, “ in confirma- 
tion of this, if the lens is removed in this 
disease, or sinks to the bottom of (he dis- 
solved vitreous humour, the green appear-, 
aace is almost entirely lost.” He states 
also that in a great number of glaucomatous 
eyes which he carefully dissected, the vitre- 
ous humour, though dissolved, was perfectly 
transparent, and that he never found the 
retina materially altered, much less in that 
thickened: state which^ Scarpa describes, 
attributing to it the principal phenomena of 
the disease. He is, however, inclined to 
Ascribe the disease primarily to the morbid 
stale of the. vitreous humour, which by its 
spares wtto may induce the absorption of the 


pigmentum-, and observes that the Mass# 
of this fluid is probably in the ssupe manner 
the cause of the total blindness which result* 
at last. 

The methods of treatment recommended 
are in every case judicious, and appear tQ 
be founded rather on practice than on 
theory ; rather on hia own experience than 
on the reports of others- There is, how- 
ever, little in them which need be noticed 
here. 

In all the purulent ophthalmias, and in 
most inflammations of the sclerotica, be 
strongly recommends the solution of ni- 
trate of silver, from which he has obtained 
the most striking benefit. The acetate of 
lead he thinks ought not to be used as an 
application to the eye, as it tends to produce 
opacity of the cornea whenever there is any 
ulcer or abrasion of that part. 

He employs bleeding tp & considerable 
extent iu most cases of rbeqmatic inflamma- 
tion of the eye, and observes, 

“ I fee] myself obliged to differ entirely 
from Mr. Wardrop in his opinion that pa- 
tients affected with rheumatic ophthalmia 
neither bear bleeding to a great extent, nor 
are mueb relieved by this remedy ; he has 
even stated the little relief afforded by 
bleeding in this disease, as one its disr 
tinctive characters. This entirely djsggreea 
with my experience, and is, I apprehend, 
altogether contrary to what we observe in 
other rheumatic affections, &c.” 

Probably both writers are to, a certain de- 
gree correct, each being justified by his ex- 
erience in making the statement which 
e has done, and the safest way, perhaps, is 
to be guided rather by the particular cir- 
cumstances than by general rules, in the 
treatment of this as well as the other forms 
of so variable a disease. In the latter part 
of the sentence we have quoted, however, 
Mr. Mackenzie certainly goes too far ; very- 
various results in reference to bleeding have 
been observed in the treatment of rheuma- 
tism affecting the other parts of the body, 
and we know that one of the best hospital 
physicians in London has almost entirely 
discarded the remedy in question, in this 
complaint, which he has found by expert 
ence may be more safely and more effeetu-* 

! ally combated by other means. 

It can hardly he expected that a work of 
this magnitude should be altogether without 
i faults, but under tld# he*(\ we have only 
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notice th# unnecessary length of tbe chap- 
ter* on dii*w and injuries of the orbit sad 
soft parte aroond it (these belong rather to 
general surgery, and are almost out of place 
in a work exclusively dedicated to the dis* 
eases of the eye); the repetition of the same 
subject in the two sections on “ nsvus ma- 
tern us/’ and on '* orbital aneurism by anas- 
tomosis;” and lastly, the denial of the occur- 
rence of intermittent ophthalmia, two very 
marked cases of which hate been been de- 
scribed in German, journals, and are given 
in Noe. 290 and 330 of Th* Lancet. 

These are, however, of comparatively 
litde consequence, and we can moat strongly 
recommend the work to the attention of our 
readers. 


SINGULAR MALFORMATION OF THE F.YF.S. 

. In a late number of Schweigger’s Journal 
we find a report by Professor Marx at Bruns- 
wick, on a girl about 21 years of age, in 
Whose eyes the lens is situated immediately 
behind the cornea ; the i ria is closed, but is 
very thin, and is pushed backwards so as to 
be almost . fuonel -shaped. Both leus and 
iris are completely transparent, so that the 
Choroid may be seen through them. The 
individual could see very well until lately 
except in a very strong light; and it was 
only when the lens in tbe right eye began 
to become opaque, and she applied for sur- 
gical aid, that the singular position of tbe 
lens was discovered. In the left eye there 
seems also a cataract to be forming. The 
eyelids are remarkably thin and wrinkled, 
and appear almost to indicate a tendency of 
nature to compensate in some degree the 
absence of the natural function of the iris. 


METALLIC MIXTUmX FOR INJECTING ANA- 
TOMICAL PREPARATIONS. 

A German Journal recommends for this 
purpose an alloy consisting of 
17 7 parts of weight of tin 


310.; lead 

101,26 ....quicksilver 


497 u . bismuth, 

wbieh might accordingly he considered as a 
compound of three atoms of tin, three atoms 
oflead, seven atoms of bismuth, and one 
atom of quicksilver. The best method of 
preparation consists in slowly heatiug the 


bismuth , tin, aad lead, with. a little powder- 
ed charcoal until the mass comes into fusion ; 
it is then removed from the fire, and the 
quicksilver gradually added after having 
been previously heated. The mixture has 
the brightness of silver, is perfectly fluid at 
173 deg., and becomes solid at 140 deg. 


SKETCHES 

OF THh 

MEDICAL SCHOOLS OF SCOTLAND'. 
No. XXVIII, 

DR. GRAHAM. 

We are apprehensive of committing a 
breach of pictorial propriety in attempting 
the likeness of a botanist at this unconge- 
nial season of the year, when Flora scarcely 
affords a flower to fill up the back ground of 
the canvass. But as Dr. Graham, indifferent 
to the indications of the thermometer, bag 
set us the example of treating botanioal sub- 
jects in wiuter, by the delivery of a course 
of lectures, we shall imitate his laudable in- 
novation, though the ink were to congeal as 
it flowed from our pen, and we produced 
something as misshapen as an iceberg, in- 
stead of an exact similitude of the dashing, 
handsome, sod highly intelligent Professor 
who presides over botany in the University 
of Edinburgh. We give this early intima- 
tion of the general character of the object 
of the present sketch, lest it might be sup- 
posed we were about to exhibit the portrait 
of a venerable old awain, with silver looks, 
buckles in his shoes, a pea-green vest, and 
a glass dangling from his neck ; of one, in 
short, of those teachers of the by-gona 
school of botany whose attributes pointed 
them out as a sort of personification of the 
Epicene gender, or, like the themes of their 
own meditations, an amalgamation of both 
sexes in the same individual. With such 
respectable old ladies, as if unsexed by the 
serenity of their pursuits and the indolence 
of their habits. Dr. Graham holds no qua- 
lifications in common. Between Dr. Gra- 
ham and the associations which the tuition 
of botany is too apt to excite in the recol- 
lections of most medical men, there is a 
most felicitous discrepancy indeed, tbe 
science being considered by them as trivial 
in its objects, and an unnecessary additiqn 
to the knowledge of a practical physician, 
an opinion which tbe habits of those by 
whom it was taught but tended little to 
overturn. Active however in manner, acute 
in his perceptions, comprehensive in his 
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research* arid painstaking in the communi- 
cation of instruction, you are. ‘ constantly 
startled into wonder, during one of Dr. Gra- 
ham’s lively prelections, how an individual 
of such buoyancy of manner — how one, the 
decision of whose character, and rapidity of 
whose movements, point him out as fitter 
for the extirpation of disease than for bend- 
ing in patieot scrutiny over the evolving 
miracles of the microscope, should have be- 
come the investigator of the delicate and 
complicated organization of the vegetable 
world. It is difficult, indeed, to reconcile 
the apparently contradictory attributes of 
hia character, or to concentrate into one 
view the multifarious qualifications evinced 
by him in the discharge of his various offi- 
cial duties, whether as a teacher of botany, 
a clinical lecturer, or a practical physician. 
.Like many others called to fill important 
situations without time to prepare a regular 
digest of the science which they taught, out 
of a systematic course of study, Dr. Graham 
has laboured, and not unsuccessfully, to 
compensate for a deficiency in early educa- 
tion. Aware of the connexion existing be- 
tween the different branches of medical 
science, he has endeavoured to grapple with 
them all, and if he has not attained his ob- 
jects fully to the extent of those who make 
each department of the healing art a sepa- 
rate subject of cultivation, he has at least 
carried along with him, in his hurried career 
over this extensive field of study, a suffi- 
ciency of its fruits and flowers to furnish at 
once a substantial and agreeable bouquet for 
his pupils in botany. Principally occupied 
in didactic pursuits, he is necessarily better 
known as a teacher than a writer on botany • 
but what he looses in fame is amply made 
np in utility to bis class by the excellence 
of his lectures. His facts in illustration of 
bis positions are in general happily selected, 
and his reasoning founded on them, the pro- 
ductions of a vigorous and independent mind, 
which brooks no authority but that which it 
can thoroughly understand. Excellent, how- ] 
ever, as are. those speculations on the higher | 
departments of the science with which he 
enlivens his course, it is in the less ambi- 
tious, but not less useful departments of prac- 
tical botany that his merits are most conspi- 
cuous. In estimating the comparative value 
of the various systems or methods of bota- 
nical arrangement, he has, we think, judi- 
ciously adhered to that of Linnams, and 
made it the basis of his lectures, notwith- 
standing the unfounded imputations cast on 
it by recent writers, particularly by Mr. 
Lindly, of London, who facetiously informs 
ns, in the preface to his Natural Classifica- 
tion of British Plants, that “ it has almost 
disappeared from every country but our 
own, and ought now to find no other place 
in science than among the records of things 


whose fame has passed away 99 ! The gross 
ignorance, and we mnstsay insolence, evinc- 
ed in this passage, need no comment, nor ' 
the “ sexual system ” of Linnaeus a defence 
at our bauds — a system which will live as # 
long as science itself shall be cultivated ; in 
fact, it is the only one adapted to the bota- ’ 
nical pupil in his first steps in the science, 
as it is, after all, the only one by which the 
name, at least, of plants can be readily re-* 
cognised in the field. We have repeatedly 
seen the experiment of two students, the 
one taking Mr. Hooker’s Flora, the other the 
Synopsis by Mr. Lindley ; and in nine cases 
out of ten, the student making use of the: 
latter could not recognise a single plant, or 
arrive at its name, by its assistance, while 
the pupil following the Linnaean system, 
adopted in Mr. Hooker’s work, made out 
every plant that presented itself to his view. 1 
In his use of this admirable system, Dr. 
Graham tafces the greatest pains ; the orders 
in Smith’s Compendium are goue over by 
him during the course, and specimens in 
illustration of the genera and species be- 
longing to each abundantly supplied and 
luminously explained. In addition to these 
minute notices of each plant, Dr. Graham 
holds daily examinations in a given portion 
of each of the orders, and what rarely in- 
deed occurs on such occasions, not only 
renders them highly instructive, but even 
agreeable to the class, by the affability and 
elegance of manner with which lie pro- 
pounds his questions to his pupils, who are 
seldom disposed to bear this species of ca- 
techetical scrutiny in public with a good 
grace. The style in which his lectures are 
composed is at least as peculiar as the mat- 
ter of them is instructive, being as puncti- 
liously elaborated as an Oxford prize-essay, 
or a Christmas declamation at one of our 
great schools. There is, perhaps, too much 
straining in them after effect, a fault, how- 
ever, which may be the more readily over- 
looked when the illiteracy and negligence 
displayed in the compositions of many of 
the professors of the present day are recol- 
lected. Though philosophy and science dis- 
dain the meretricious aid of rhetorical em- 
bellishment, even truth itself may be de- 
graded by the dress in which it i9 presented 
to our understandings ; and though Dr. Gra- 
ham’s phraseology may be, on certain occa- 
sions, too florid, his sentiments too witty, 
and his periods too pointedly antithetical, 
we would prefer, the excess of his merits to 
the poverty of phrase of other lecturers. 
He has obviously a passioh (for such we may 
call it)ftfor literary displays of this descrip- 
tion, and never, when the subject admits of 
the effort, neglects treating his pupils to one 
of those sublime speculations on the more 
abstruse questions involved in the cultiva- 
tion of botany ; such, for example, are hi* 
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essays 'on generation, the ultimate structure 
of matter, his defence of the Linneean sys- 
tem, and though last not least, bis criticisms 
on the writings of Mr. Andrew Knight. 
In«these studied lucubrations he puts forth 
his whole strength, and if to the practised 
writer they appear somewhat over-done, it 
must be allowed that they are admirably 
calculated to enliven the tedium of a long 
course of lectures, and to keep alive the 
attention of a class, which soon fails if not 
stimulated occasionally by such exhibitions. 
If Dr. Graham did not succeed in rendering 
the delivery of bis prelections agreeable, he 
would be certainly without an apology, hav- 
ing every physical essential of oratory, a 
clear intelligent eye, a forehead of unruffled 
placidity, a loud yet harmonious voice, and 
features of such expressiveness and manly 
beauty as to interest the most phlegmatic 
auditor or contemner of external appear- 
ances. With such natural advantages, the 
delivery of eloquence becomes a matter of 
facility, a fact of which Dr. Graham alone 
appears to be unconscious, and which casts 
an additional charm over his manner in the 
public perusal of his lectures. Seldom, 
indeed, has a professor's chair been filled by 
one of higher personal endowments, and 
habited in his official robe, he looks, during 
the enunciation of one of his favourite pas- 
sages, as if inviting the artist to transfer him 
to the canvass as the beau ideal of a professor 
of botany. A “ stage player," or a *• reader 
of Shakspeare,*’ might indeed take umbrage 
at the oftentimes unvaried emphasis with 
which he declaims common-places ; but as 
these are of importance to the student, as 
they are to be impressed on the memory, 
and not merely to please the ear, the energy 
of action and elevation of voice with which 
he enunciates his discourses, are at least 
judiciously employed to keep up the attentipn 
of the audience, though they may not be al- 
ways regulated by the principlesof good taste. 
Though generally affable, good-humoured, 
and sprightly in the discharge of his duties, 
there are occasions when these customary 
and amiable qualifications give way to tem- 
porary irritation. Dr. Graham having a great 
horror of interruption, and of “ sketching" 
likenesses during the delivery of his lecture, 
is sometimes ruffled into passion, not by 
the pencil of 11 Scotus,” but by that of a 
much- more celebrated artist, the well-known 
Dr. Syntax of Edinburgh. The Doctor (we, 
of course, mean Syntax) is so singular a per- 
sonage, that we are induced to turn his own 
art against himself, and transfer him to our 
pages. Tor aught we know, but from his 
appearance, the Doctor may have been a 
contemporary of Cullen’s, and has had the 
rare merit of continuing a student all the 
time, in despite of lectures and examina- 
tions which he has. heard and undergone 


without number. Free by long attendance 
and purchase to the different courses in the 
“ curriculum,” the Doctor is seldom or 
never absent from the class-rooms of the 
University. As the bell tolls the hours for 
lecture, he may be daily seen hurrying 
down Nicholson Street to the College, with 
a bundle of note-books or portfolios under 
his arm, his aged and withering form en- 
veloped in a suit of seedy black ; and if 
the day should demand its protection, a 
plaid-mantle girded round hia waist, which, 
from the fading tints of its texture, might 
have served some hardy highlander on the 
(lain of Bannockburn, or wrapped the ath- 
letic form of Rob Roy himself. Either the 
Doctor lias by this time appropriated what- 
ever knowledge is to be acquired from 
university professors, or admonished by a 
series of fruitless attempts to acquire a 
legal right to a title which is now con- 
ceded him only through the complaisance 
of his numerous acquaintances, he has 
given up apparently all idea of profit- 
ing by their valuable instructions, his time 
in the lecture -room being exclusively occu- 
pied in transferring the physiognomy, in- 
stead of the words of the lecturer, to one of 
his portable sketch-books, in which are de- 
posited innumerable likenesses of all the 
Edinburgh professors for perhaps the last 
half century. In short, the Doctor has re- 
linquished the pursuits of physic for the 
practice of the painter, and devotes his 
whole time to pencil, or pen and ink, 
sketches of the professors of Edinburgh, 
which it must be admitted he executes with 
a masterly fidelity to the originals. It 
might be supposed that one so devoted to 
his adopted art, and of such extremely in- 
offensive manners as the Doctor undoubt- 
edly is, would pursue his harmless avoca- 
tions in the lecture-room, without inter- 
ruption to the pupil and the professor. It 
is however almost impossible, for the most 
zealous student in the acquisition of know- 
ledge, or for the most abstracted lecturer in 
the discharge of his duties, not to have his 
attention distracted by the grotesque ap- 
pearance of the Doctor, os he sits under the 
glare of a gas- chandelier, with his sketch- 
book spread out before him, his spectacles 
imbedded in his grisly and bushy brows, 
and his pencil sending its industrious ham 
around the class-room, as he plies it with 
indefatigable perseverance over a slip of 
“ Bristol Board.” Apart from the dis- 
traction which so attractive an object must 
necessarily create in the mind of a speaker 
engaged in serious avocations, we have 
some suspicion that Dr. Graham may be 
jealous of the divided attention of the pu- 
pils, who are as much occupied occasionally 
with tlie labours of Syntax, as with his own 
philosophic speculations. His eye, at last* 
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will bo teen to tarn on poor Syntax, bio 
brow to lour, and bis voice to roughen in 
the delivery of the most important parts 
perhaps of his discourse ; but true to his 
favourite pursuits, the Doctor mistaking 
the rebuke for a new expression in the fea- 
tores of his subject, stares more earnestly 
at Dr. Graham, until worn out of patience 
by the gaze of the painter, he exclaima in 
a paroxysm of indignation, “ Have done, 
sir, I do not like to be caricatured, it is 
disagreeable to my feelings, and injurious 
to the interests of the class 1” The ex- 
treme pains, indeed, which Dr. Graham 
takes with the instruction of his class, 
would justify the expression of the disap- 
probation manifested on those occasions 
against any interruption of hia labours, 
while the punctiliousness with which he 
insists on at least an acquaintance with the 
principles of botany from the graduates of 
the University of Edinburgh, suggests the 
propriety of examining the question, whe- 
ther botany should be bona fide an item in 
the curriculum of the education of pliysi- 
otans. There is nothing indeed more com- 
mon, than to hear pupils complain of the 
labour of preparing for an examination in a 
science which they hold to be totally use- 
less in the practice of their profession. Nor 
is this eomplaint confined to students ; the 
cm bono of a knowledge of botany, being 
a common interrogation among persons re- 
moved beyond the labour of its acquisition, 
and exempt from the inconvenience which 
an ignorance of it might produce at an 
examination. It is certainly much easier 
to ask them to point out the precise value 
of any one of the medical sciences, particu- 
larly when the practice of them is as often 
empirical as it is scientific. might, for 
example, be readily asked, Of what use is 
chemistry or anatomy in the treatment of 
certain diseases? An analysis of “blue pill,” 
or a knowledge of the structure and rela- 
tions of the liver, throws no light whatever 
on the operation of this drug on that viscus. 
But are chemistry and anstomy to be repu- 
diated from the “ curricula ” of public in- 
struction, on the strength of this and other 
isolated facts ? Surely not ; bnt it would 
be as disingenuous to answer, as it is to ask 
the question in this abstract manner. No 
doubt Linnaeus himself might make a very 
sorry practitioner at the bed-side of a pa- 
tient; but we hold that no practitioner can 
be thoroughly cognisant of the nature of the 
agents which he employs in the practice of 
his profession, without a knowledge of 
botany, which has been too long considered 
as a mere science of hard names without 
meaning, among the medical men of Great 
Britain. Besides its use in the cultivation 
of medicine, the improvement which it be- 
stows on the mind by the views which it 


opens to the industrious student, a know* 
ledge of it is indispensable to the apcom* 
plisbed physiologist, who can never tho- 
roughly understand the laws of animal, 
without a corresponding acquaintance with 
those which regulate vegetable life and 
organization, 

Scotus. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 
CLINICAL LECTURE 

DELIVERED BV 

Dr. ELLIOTSON, 

Nov . 15, 1830. 

VARIOUS CASES. 

There were fourteen cases, Gentlemen, 
admitted into ray wards last Thursday. 
Among the women were two oases of lepra, 
which were evidently syphilitic, from the 
leprous spots being in fact tubercles, and 
from being very dark. I observed like- 
wise in one of tbe patients an Ulcer of the 
throat, and in the other an ulcer of the 
tongue. Both women of course denied hav- 
ing had a syphilitic affection, and having 
been in the way of contamination. But I 
am satisfied that yon will see the two cases 
cured speedily by mercury; There was 
likewise a case of eczema* one of anasarca*- 
and one which appeared to be merely dy* 
spepsia, for there was no organic disease 
nor gastritis. 

Spasmodic Contraction of the Hand and 
Foot . — There was also a very curious case of 
constant spasmodic contraction of the left 
foot and band ; the foot is drawn greatly 
inwards, so that it cannot be straightened at 
all, and the hand is likewise drawn in, but 
in an inferior degree. This is exactly the' 
appearance which we observe sometimes in 
continued fever, and it occasionally remains 
during the whole of life. You are aware 
that a state like this arises from no fault in 
the arm or leg itself, but in the nerves at 
their union with the brain or marrow, ex- 
actly as in hemiplegia, the difference between 
the two being, that in hemiplegia there is a 
loss of power, but here an excessive- irrita- 
tion, of the nerves, or brain or marrow, at 
their union with the brain or marrow. It is 
not merely that the nerves of motion are 
alone affected here, the motor nerves of 
flexion only, the motor nerves of extension 
being undisturbed. Upon making inquiry, I 
soon found that there were symptoms in the 
hetd and neck. The back of the head and 
the back of tbe neck immediately under 
it were exceedingly painful, and on mak* 
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iag preamfa attf* J*ek of tie neck imme- 
diately below the occipital bona, there was 
extreme tenderness; the suffering there, 
indeed, was far greater than at the extremi- 
ties*— the extremities suffered from the vio- 
lence of the tension caused by the position ; 
but at the back of the’neck was suffering from 
inflammation, extreme tenderness on pres- 
sure ; and I directed all my attention to the 
qpper part of the spinal marrow and the 
neighbouring part of the head. The disease, 
I presume, is in the medulla oblongata, or 
the cervical portion of the spinal marrow. 
J ordered the patient to he cupped in the 
pape of the neck to the extent of a pint, and 
such was the effect that, the instant the 
blood was withdrawn, the hand became per- 
fectly straight, and remained so for some 
time. This was a striking proof that the 
practice was right, and 1 have no doubt 
that by perseverance we shall cure the com- 
plaint ; for this reason, that it has existed 
only six days, consequently there is proba- 
bly no organic affection. This is a more 
minute division of nervous disease thau we 
qsually see. The disease is not only con- 
Aged to the nerves of motion, but to those 
nerves of motion that cause the flexion of 
the muscles. 

Itch . — Among the men was a case of 
epilepsy, one of well-marked chronic gastri- 
one of deop-seated inflammation above 
the knee, which does not appear to be rheu- 
matism, one of nervous palpitation without 
qrganic disease, which came on from anxiety 
of mind or some little temporary disturb- 
ance of the system, one of scrofulous caries 
of the thigh and pelvic bones with ana- 
sarca, one of itch, which might be easily 
mistaken, as it is the pustular description of 
\tch, wtyicli of course if treated with any 
tlpng hut sulphur, at least with the ordinary 
remedies qf cutaneous diseases, continues to 
go on month after month, and yet looks so 
nnlike common itch, that it is sometimes 
mistaken* X discovered it chiefly by looking 
%t other parts of the body, and finding about 
(he wrigts end breasts the well-marked com* 
mon form of the disease, notwithstanding 
the large pustules, which had any-thing hot 
the appearances of common itch, in other 
parts. One case vgui scarlet fever, and one 
continued fever. As so many cases were 
admitted, of course a great many had beeu 
presented during the preceding week, and 
among them were six women. 

Continued Fever .— The first of these of 
which X purpose speaking, was a case of 
continued fever, which occurred in one of 
those poor German females who perambu- 
late the streets, crying “ Buy a broom.” 
She was, a native of a village near Frankfort 
on the Maine. It did not appear to have 
arisen from contagioq, and was cured, as 
you \vid see almost every case of continued 


fever brought into this hospital, by the moat 
simple meant — by enjoining, first, the most 
perfect cleanliness. I had her thoroughly 
washed when she came in, and then I em- 
ployed tepid ablution or coldjablution, which- 
ever was the more agreeable to her, and 
whenever she felt hot, several times a day. 
As there was pain in the head, 1 directed 
fifteen leeches to be applied to the temples, 
and these were repeated. In a few days 
there was tenderness at the pit of the sto- 
mach, but her debility was such, that I was 
afraid to apply leeches again, and therefore 
ordered a blister to be placed upou the epi- 
gastrium. She took hyd. cum creta, grs. v. a 
every four hours. The mouth became slightly 
tender, her tongue clean, and she was soon 
convalescent. She was at one time in a state 
of great debility, but by allowing her milk and 
two pints of strong beef tea per diem, and 
combating the local symptoms, the com- 
plaint gave way. It is said by some of the 
French writers, that when there is pain iq 
the epigastrium on pressure, blisters are an 
improper mode of treatment, that they pro- 
duce great irritation, and we ought only to 
apply leeches. I know, however, that where 
there is such debility that we cannot apply 
leeches, or when we have applied them fre- 
quently, and still something more is requi- 
site, you may have recourse to blisters with 
great advantage. The only injury arising 
from blisters, is where they are allowed to 
take the place of the loss of blood, — when it 
is necessary that a certain quantity of blood 
should be taken away, hut it is not taken 
away. In such casesf, if you merely apply 
blisters, you produce great irritation ; but. 
if you remove a certain quantity of blood 
either from the arm or locally, after you have 
done this once or twice, or more frequently, 
the time may arrive when blisters will be 
useful, from the continuance of the symp- 
toms. Sometimes blisters may not be re- 
quired ; but if the irritation continue after 
you have emptied the part well by means of 
leeches or general bleeding, you may have 
recourse to blisters with great advantage. 
That was the oase here ; her tenderness 
was speedily removed by the blister. She 
recovered so soon, that having been admit- 
ted on the 20th of October, she was on the 
lltli of November -presented^ and was able 
to walk home. This is the common treat- 
ment adopted by me, and it is so successful, 
that during the last two years only one pa- 
tient has died in the hospital under my care 
of continued fever, and that was a man who 
was admitted in the advanced period of 
typhus; his tongue black, and muttering 
delirium present. Strict attention to 
cleanliness, cold or tepid ablution or affu- 
sion, local bleeding wherever signs of in- 
flammation are present, attention to the 
bowels, and the moderate exhibition of 
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mercury. I give calomel, if the bowels will 
hear it, or the hydrarg. cum creta, and if 
there be irritation of the intestines, you may 
check it by* moderate quantities of astrin- 
gents, or opiates, or leeches and blisters to 
the abdomen, should it be in an inflamma- 
tory condition. 

There was likewise among the women 
who were presented another case of conti- 
nued fever, which was treated in nearly 
the same way. No. 9 in the same ward. The 
disease was mild, and the local irritation not 
in the head or abdomen, but in the chest. In 
cases of fever, if you apply the stethoscope 
to the chest, you will generally find a slight 
rattle of the some nature as in bronchitis. 
Here the seat of the local affection indicated 
that the local means should be employed at 
the chest. The pain was not great ; there 
was only a slight soreness. I ordered leeches 
to the chest, and gave her the hyd. cum 
creta ten groins, three times a day, the same 
as in other cases, and ordered her to be kept 
on slops. There is, perhaps, a dauger of 
increasing the bronchitis if you chill the 
surface of the body, at least when there is 
inflammation of the air passages, lungs, or 
pleura ; I have feared to use cold effusion 
or ablution ; and as the heat was inconsider- 
able, did not have recourse to ablution either 
warm or cold in this case. 

There was likewise the ease of pleliritis 
presented, to which I alluded in a former 
lecture, which was cured by a good vene- 
section and leeches, followed by' the admi- 
nistration of a large dose of calomel and 
opium. There was no relapse, and she 
went away well. 

Hemiplegia and Paraplegia . — There was 
also a case of hemiplegia, much improved 
under the use of iodine, but which I should 
be wrong to say had been benefited by the 
iodine. It is very common in cases of para- 
lysis, if moderate diet be observed, for the 
disease to decline, without our having re- 
course to remedies of any other kind ; and I 
have no doubt that many instances of hemi- 
plegia thus cease of their own accord, when 
the cure is ascribed to medicines. After a 
time congestion ceases, or the effused 
fluid is absorbed ; and if low diet be ob- 
served, a return of the congestion or effu- 
sion is often prevented. The absorption 
will proceed of itself; and if, in the lower 
orders, these complaints are left alone, they 
will improve to a certain degree, and then 
get no worse, or totally disappear. The 
tincture of iodine has been strongly recom- 
mended in cases of hemiplegia. It does 
good, probably, by promoting absorption of 
effused fluids. In the present case, nothing 
was observable, but that the woman hod 
lost the use of her right side. No headach, 
drowsiuess, or giddiness, was complained 
of. I began with ten drops of the tincture, 


increasing it gradually to fotjty, three times' 
a day, and she certainly recovered in a Ter/ 
great degree, and desired to go home. 1 
have not met with many cases in which it 
has been so successfully employed, and, 
indeed, wherever there is drowsiness and 
giddiness, it would appear useless, I should 
fancy, to employ the iodine. The proper 
remedies, where there is fulness of the head, 
is general or local bleeding, a moderate de- 
gree of purging, a moderate use of mercury, 
and low diet, great care being taken not to 
carry these too far. I am sure that many 
persons are reduced far too low in the treat- 
ment of hemiplegia. They are suffered to 
sink so low, that the brain cannot repair 
the injury it has suffered, and the system 
gives way. Although antiphlogistic mea- 
sures. are generally best at first, and un- 
doubtedly demanded, it should always be 
remembered that there is a danger of carry- 
ing them too far. If, after general or local 
bleeding, you keep up a drain from the 
part, exhibit mercury moderately to lessen 
congestion 3 nd inflammation and promote 
absorption, it is often necessary to employ 
means to keep up the strengh. Iodine 
may be at this period frequently useful. 
Yet I have given it often fruitlessly ; 
and often when persons recovered under 
its usp, I ^aw no proof that the recovery 
was not owing to natural processes, or the 
antiphlogistic means employed in the first 
instance. Those who study morbid ana- 
tomy will suspect that it cannot be very 
generally useful, as sometimes a softening 
of the substance of the brain, sometimes 
excessive induration, encysted tumours, 
fungous and other growths, are frequently 
discovered to have been the cause of the 
disease. So also I may remark with re- 
gard to electricity, which is much recom- 
mended in paralytic affections; neither it 
nor strychnine, any more than iodine, can 
be expected in these cases to be of any 
service. If it be a case merely of loss of 
power, or of pressure from efftision, then 
stimulants will be of use. You will per- 
haps recollect a case of paraplegia which 
was six or eight months in William’s Ward, 
where there was pain in the spine. I knew 
it would be of no use to*give either iodine 
or nux vomica in this case, but I applied 
setons and the moxa, and kept the patient 
on a low diet. Williug, however, that he 
should reap the benefit of these means, if 
they could be of benefit, I gave him also nux 
vomica, or the strychnine, for many months, 
and tried electricity fairly, but without any 
alteration in the complaint. I have, in fact, 
failed with the strychnine not only as often 
as with iodine, but much oftener ; where 
there is softening or induration of the brain, 
or tumours or morbid growths, it must 
be useless. There are coses of torpor only. 
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when strychnine is successful. I have 
employed it frequently, and nux vomica 
more frequently, but 1 cannot say in any 
case with success, unless the case were one 
merely of torpor. Accordingly, in palsy of 
the wrists from lead, I have often thought 
strychnine of advantage. 

Palsy of the Wrists , — There was a very 
good case of paralysis of the wrists from 
lead in which electricity was employed. 
The man was in William’s Ward; he had 
been ill a year ; the brain was not affected, 
nor was the spiue, but here the chords and 
extremities of the nerves were torpid, dead* 
ened by the poison of the lead ; as like- 1 
wide, no doubt, were the muscles them- 
selves ; the hand, in fact, was poisoned. He 
was 50 years of age, and had been a painter. 
There had been no internal affection, no 
colic, but simply the hands had dropped. 

Now this is just the sort of case in which 
I have seen advantage derived from strych- 
nine, and have, indeed, known a cure ap- 
parently to result from its use. I ordered 
the wrists to be electrified every day by 
Bhocks, and the strychnine to be given in 
the dose of one -tenth of a grain, increas- 
ed to an eighth, three times a day. In this 
case I am satisfied that it was the elec- 
iricity, and not the strychnine, from which 
the benefit was derived, first, from the cir- 
cumstance that the dose of strychnine was 
so very small (it was only increased to an 
eighth), and next, beeause there were no 
symptoms of catching and tingling of the 
parts, which , you know are among the 
effects which strychnine produces ; thirdly, 
finding the cure far speedier than I had ever 
seen from strychnine, and believing the elec- 
tricity to be the successful remedy, I sud- 
denly discontinued it, and went on with 
jthe electricity, and the cure proceeded just 
as rapidly ois before. He was admitted on the 
7th of October, and went out on the 11th of 
November. He was electrified thoroughly 
with shocks in the wrists every day. The 
strychnine was only employed for ten days. 
He would, iu fact, have gone out earlier but 
for an attack of rheumatism, which came on 
in his knees and delayed his departure. 

. Rheumatism requiring stimulating treat - 
ment , — During the week several cases of 
rheumatism have beeu presented, all of 
them cured, and I will now point out to you 
the treatment of rheumatism which I hav.e 
found most successful. Among the women, 
for example, there was one case of rheuma 
tism admitted which required a stimulating 
mode of treatment. Jane Davis, aged 22, 
had been ill four months with rheumatic 
pains in the joints, which became so bad 
that at last she was obliged to give up work. 
Warmth to the. parts gave her relief. She 
had no thirst, dryness of tongue, sweating, 
Jreat of surface, nor heat of the parts them- 


selves ; on the contrary, she complained of 
coldness of the hands and all the other joints : 
indeed, coldness all over. The parts affect- 
ed, she said, were never warm. I ordered 
her the warm-bath every day, and half a 
drachm of the Ha. guaiaci ammoniala three 
times a day. She at once mended, and was 
able to leave the hospital iu a week. She 
required a stimulating treatment, and deple- 
tion would have done no good, but might 
have aggravated the complaint. With re- 
gard to the employment of the hot-bath, it 
is absurd to suppose that any good can be 
derived from its use where it is had recourse 
to no .oftener than once or twice a week, 
as many patients employ it. Yet with no 
more frequent use of it, persons will come 
and tell you that they have used the warm- 
bath and found no benefit from it. It ought 
to he used at least four times a week, aud if 
possible, every day. Some people cannot 
bear it every day, even if they only stay in 
a short time, from its . producing profuse 
sweating ; but frequently they can bear it 
when they tell you they cannot, if you use 
it but moderately warm, aud they stay in 
only a few minutes. In the treatment, 
however, of cutaneous diseases and rheuma? 
tism, it is quite ridiculous for people to em- 
ploy the hot-bath once or twice a week. 
Many patients cau be gradually brought to 
use it, not only once, but twice a day, and 
then derive so much the more benefit. I 
have seeu diseases which had baffled all other 
means, cured by the patient going into the 
bath three times a day, and remaining in it 
an hour each time. This woman had it 
every day. With respect to the tincture of 
guiacum, it may be used in any quantity 
that will do good. I always think it unjusti- 
fiable to give a large dose of medicine if a 
small one will answer the purpose ; aud, un- 
less in a violent complaint, I restrict myself 
to a small dose until I find it fail in doing 
good, and then I gradually increase it. Half 
a drachm of ammoniated tincture of guiacum 
is a fair dose ; some persons, however, will 
bear a drachm, and some several drachms. 
There was a nian in the. hospital last spring, 
in whose case I found it necessary to in- 
crease the dose to two, three, four, five, and 
then six drachms, and then it answered the 
purpose fully. You fiud it mentioned in 
some books that these large doses are re- 
quired in many cases, and it is certainly a 
fact that there is no rule for a dose of this 
medicine any more than for a dose of ano- 
ther. Many persons will be made sick by 
such a dose as three drachms ; many per- 
sons will be purged violently, and others 
might, for what I know, have gastritis pro- 
duced ; but there are some who will bear it, 
and who are not cured with less. If this 
medicine do not produce the good effect 
you desire, if it doaot warm, or. warm bu^ 
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transiently, and yet do not disagree with the 
stomach or bowels, the dose should be gra- 
dually increased. I have never given it in 
such doses as these, except for the purpose 
of stimulating the system throughout, it is 
mentioned by Sir Gilbert Blane in his “ Me- 
dical Logic, that in one form of acute rheu- 
matism, in persons of a scrofulous disposi- 
tion, tbe large dose of half an ounce is very 
Serviceable. I have not tried it, but if it 
purge tbe patient well, or sweat him, I can 
conceive that it may do him more good than 
it would do him harm by stimulating him ; 
yet I should think that in cases of active 
rheumatism, as it is a stimulating medicine, 
if it do not make the patient sweat, ot purge 
1dm well, there would be considerable danger 
of its stimulating effects doing him great 
harm. Still it would be absurd to deny a 
fact. I find it one of tbe best stimulating 
medicines in cases of chronic rheumatism, 
where the temperature of the patient requires 
to be increased, and warmth does good. 
This patient had been ill four months, but 
by this medicine and tbe use of the hot-bath, 
she became well in seven days. This was a 
rapid cure, hut I believe in tbe account of 
it there was no deceit. 

Rheumatism requiring' Antiphlogistic 
7Vea/menf.-~The other cases of rheuma- 
tism were of an opposite character, and 
would probably have been injured by such 
treatment. One case was that of a woman 
in Mary's Ward, who also had been ill four 
months, and although it had continued 
throughout that time, the affection was as 
active aA though she had been ill only four 
daya. Rheumatism is frequently active 
when it has existed for twelve months, that 
is to say, tbe parts are at the end of that 
time hotter than they ought to be, and heat 
aggravates their pain, so that if you apply 
any stimulants you do mischief, but if you 
employ the common treatment for acute 
rheumatism, you do them gbod. Acute and 
chronic are terras by no means synonymous 
with active and passive or indolent. In 
this woman I found some slight affection of 
the chest. There was palpitation of the 
heart and some degree of cough, and, there- 
fore, I had recourse in her case to general 
bleeding. In active rheumatism, however, 
whether acute or chronic, I very seldom 
have to resort to general bleeding; never, 
indeed, unless there be some internal inflam- 
mation ; for I always find local bleeding 
answer every purpose. If you take the 
indication merely from the buffiness of the 
blood, you will find, if you bleed the patient 
to ten pints, and there are cases on record 
In which that quantity has been extracted, 
the last pint may be buffed as much as the 
first. This has been mentioned by several 
authors. So long as the least rheumatic in- 
flammation exists, 1 know that the blood 


may be bufffed. I was once accustomed id 
bleed generally in active rheumatism, but 1 
find that local bleeding, With colchicum or 
mercury, is quite sufficient, and I nevef 
have recourse now to general bleeding, ex- 
cept where, as in the present case, there is 
internal inflammation. There was inflam- 
mation in the internal parts of tbe chest, 
and, therefore, I bled the patient in the 
arm, but had it not been for that, I should 
either not have bled her at all, or I should 
have applied leeches to the parts most af- 
fected. Sydenham once bled all his pa- 
tients profusely m acute rheumatism, but 
finding one recover just as well Without .ve- 
nesection, he gave up the practice. Thei 
medicine in this case was half a drachm of 
vinura colchici three times a day. I believe 
many practitioners make it a rule not to em- 
ploye inum colchici, but colchicum itself In 
powder, or the tincture of the seeds. Which 
may be of equal service. But we fall into 
the habit of employing patticulaf forms of 
medicine, and I always employ the common 
wine. The quantity administered to this 
patient produced purging, and then she was 
considerably better. I have sometimes seen 
colchicum do good in active rheumatism, 
without Say sensible effect beyond that be- 
nefit; but, for the most part, I have nof 
seen it beneficial, unless purging were pro- 
duced. With this treatment, although she 
•aid she had been ill four months, she be- 
came so well, that though she was only ad- 
mitted on the 28th of October, she went out 
on the 11th of November, without, as far as 
could be seen, any complaint. 

There was a case precisely like the last 
also admitted on the 28th of October, intd 
Jacob's Ward, which is amohg those noW 
presented. It was one of active rheuma* 4 * 
tism, and had existed seven weeks.' The 
parts were hot, and the warmer the joints 
were kept, the more painful they became, 
so that, indeed, the warmth of the bed ren- 
dered the pain ten times worse. Thirty 
leeches were applied to the joints that were 
in pain, and he took half a drachm of vinum 
colchici three times a day. With this sim- 
ple treatment he got so well, that he went 
out on the 11th of November, the same day 
that the woman was presented. There was 
no deviation rn the treatment ; these simple 
remedies were employed, and he went on 
perfectly well. I see, that just before he 
went out, the rheumatism, which still re- 
mained in a slight degree, changed its cha- 
racter ; he had no longer any heat. You 
will frequently find, that the character of 
rheumatism will change; you may reduce 
the heat until you have cold rheumatism ; 
and, again, you may increase it till you have 
hot rheumatism, t have seen these forms 
of rheumatism alternate, sod hare been 
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obliged to alternate tlie treatment before 

the patient was cured. 

I need not say, that in those cases where 
I bad recourse to local bleeding, I employed 
moderate diet; it is right to feed the pa- 
tients on slops, or things little better. The 
French reproach us with employing the most 
violent remedies in the country in acute 
diseases, so that we nearly kill the patients 
by bleeding them and giving them calomel, 
and let them all the while eat beef-steaks 
and drink porter, and do what they like. 
There may be men so silly, there are men 
In every business aud in every profession 
who do not conduct their concerns in the 
most judicious manner, but I am confident 
this is not the case with the great majority 
of practitioners. The same attention is 
generally paid to diet in this country as in 
any other part of the world ; but in detail- 
ing our cases, we certainly do often omit to 
speak of the diet. We take it for granted 
that it is known we do not give wine and 
porter; and from the circumstance, there- 
fore, that we do not say so, the French 
Lave imbibed the idea that we never attend 
to diet at all, but that we jast see the pa- 
tients, write a prescription, and then let 
them go on as they choose with respect to 
food. This, I am satisfied, is an unjust ob- 
servation, if it be made generally; but still 
there are, doubtless, some who do' not pay 
as much attention to diet in this country as 
they should. We may, however, reproach 
some of the French with carrying restriction 
in diet too far. 1 am sure that most per- 
sons who have seen patients that have been 
treated by the French, have every now and 
then met with instances in which starvation 
had been carried so far, that the patients 
have been in danger of sinking ; but who, 
by allowing them a moderate quantity of 
animal food, and, in the same degree, 
stimulating liquids, have rapidly rallied and 
got well. If we commit one error now and 
then, the French commit an opposite error, 
I will not say every day, but as often as we 
run to the other extreme. Let those who 
commit the one fault or the other be blamed, 
but let us not blame each other generally. 
Every one should recollect that he does not 
do his duty, either surgically or medically, 
unless he lays down rules with respect to 
diet. There is no great difficulty with re- 
gard to these rules. Every one must know 
that those who write on the digestive or- 
gans earry the point mnch too far. It is 
sufficient to say, that when a person is in an 
inflammatory state so as to require bleeding, 
general or locator antiphlogistic treatment, 
that one part of that treatment should gene- 
rally consist in low diet, in the cutting off 
of animal food and stimulating liquors, or 
they should be taken in the lowest possible 
degree. But with respect to articles of diet 


in general, what fs said by Dr. Heberden is 
perfectly true, that beyond the general rules 
of low and moderate diet and full diet with 
which every practitioner must be acquaint* 
ed, every man knows best what agrees with 
him, and he can ascertain it as well, if not 
better than the doctor. The object of 
ininute rules is often rather to make an 
impression on the patient than to lay down 
any specific plan which will do essential good; 
A&sa vero, an elixa eligenda tint, olerumve 
utrum utro sit utilius, modo communi ju - 
dicio non caret , quam alius quilibet , tutius 
meltusque deprehendet* There is a differ* 
ence between low diet, moderate diet, and 
full diet ; and every practitioner should be 
very attentive to the quantity, and the no* 
tritioua and stimulating quality, of the food 
which the patient is allowed to take. But 
excessive nicety in directions is too often 
effected, Quomodo sanis, quomodo eegris 
vivendum sit , medici sapenumero videutur 
nimis curiose et snbttiiter disputare . 


SUBSCRIPTION FOR THE WIDOW AND Oil* 
PHANS OP TH8 LATE DR. HUTTALL. 

To t\e Editor o/Thb Lancet. 

Sir, — I need not refer you to the Num* 
her of The Lancet, in which you did me 
the favour to insert ray letter relative to the 
lamented death of Dr. Nuttall. I feel con- 
vinced you have not forgotten the offer you 
then tendered in behalf of his amiable and 
disconsolate family. Your promptitude in 
giving my letter a place in your valuable 
Journal gratified my feelings, but when I 
read the note which you attached to it, I 
felt supported aud sufficiently authorized in 
endeavouring to ascertain the state in which 
the family were left, in order to avail myself 
of your liberal proposal, or to thank you for 
i the same, and to convince yourself and 
I readers that our fears were ungrounded. 

The result of my inquiries is far from 
pleasing. I regret I cannot conclude by 
returning you only the sincere thanks of the 
friends of the deceased, for your sympathy 
and proffered exertions, ana mine for the 
unexpected assistance you tendered. I say 
unexpected, because at that moment you 
had commenced an arduous and expensive 
undertaking for the benefit of the medical 
profession. I had heard of the vast sums of 
money you must risk in the contest for 
coronership, I was not, therefore, a little 
surprised, when I found you had volun- 
teered your purse, as weH as the use of your 
pages, to aid the friends of Dr. Nuttall in 
any object they might have in view for the 
benefit of bis helpless orphans. 
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Yon hare their thanks and mine, and you 
merit, not only- on this occasion but many 
others, the applause of every well-thinking 
medical man, indeed of all mankind. You 
will do me the favour to omit no part of 
what I have written ; I feel honoured in 
sounding your praise, and trust you will not 
allow any feeling of false delicacy to inter-, 
fere with my request. And now. Sir, to 
my painful task. 

For the benefit of some of your readers 
who may not possess No. 367 of your Jour- 
nal for Sept. 11th, 1830, or rather for the 
benefit of our cause, I beg to refer them to 
pages 941 and 942 of the same, they will 
there see how I became acquainted with 
the late Dr. Nuttall, and why I feel so 
much interested for his family, also your 
appendix to , my letter, which I shall copy 
here : — 

t( Should the friends of the late Dr. Nut- 
tall consider a subscription for his amiable 
and distressed family desirable, our mite 
and the use of our pages Bhall be at their 
service. — Ed. L.” 

‘This unasked -for kindness on your part 
induced me to inquire more fully into the 
circumstances of the disconsolate family ; 
hiving done so, and consulted with some of 
the late Doctor’s friends, I find a subscrip- 
tion is not only deemed desirable by them, 
hut absolutely necessary for the benefit of 
the five fatherless children. Y"ou, as well 
as your readers, will be convinced of this, 
when you are put in possession of facts. 

Some time prior to the demise 6f my 
friend, his affairs had become embarrassed, 
owing to his having on more than one occa- 
sion lent his name to friends who proved 
treacherous — to the house in which he re- 
sided before he lived in Norton Street, re- 
maining untenanted for upwards of two 
years — to his having contributed to the 
support of an aged and beloved mother, — 
and to the tender nature of his heart, which 
melted at almost every tale of woe, and 
induced him to alleviate the sufferings of 
the sick and distressed by pecuniary aid. 

, My former letter will partly serve to 
prove this last assertion. I could add many 
others of a similar nature, indeed I could fill 
a small volume with anecdotes of his chari- 
table and other virtuous acts, which I have 
witnessed and heard of. Scarcely a day 
passes but I see some poor creature who 
has benefited by his kindness or profes- 
sional advice, and who laments with genuine 
tears his departure from this world. Some 
may think Dr. Nuttall was indiscriminate in 
his givings. Not so : no man in London 
ever witnessed more real misery than he — 
no man’s feelings were ever more tried. He 
has seen disease, starvation, and every 
misery, combined in one family ; he has 
visited such at night in the severest wea- 


ther, all huddled together in a cold desokte 
room, without abed to lie upon, a blanket to 
cover them, or fire to warm their shivering 
frames. He has felt as every Christian 
should feel — he has acted as every Christian 
should act — he has placed' fire on their 
hearth's, food in their mouths, and from the 
dispensary sent medicine to restore the sick 
member to health. In .many cases he has 
paid for medicines when delay would have 
proved dangerous. Who is the man that 
could condemn him — who is the man that 
would not applaud him ? 

I trust I have said enough to account for 
Dr. Nuttall’s not leaving riches behind him. 
He may be blamed for not having made a 
provision for his family ; he endeavoured to 
do so ; he insured his life some years back 
for five thousand pounds, paid the insurance 
for a length of time, but through the perfidy 
of the friends to whom I before alluded, 
and from other causes, he failed to pay one 
instalment, and the insurance therefore fell. 
Some time aftor, he commenced again for 
two thousand pounds, which sum, I am hap- 
py to say, is safe, and the interest of which 
is all that is left to support the widow and 
five of the loveliest children parents ever 
smiled upon. Their education was 'their 
father’s greatest care ; he spared no labour 
to improve their minds — he allowed not a 
moment to pass without imparting to , them 
some useful knowledge — lie endeavoured to 
make them not only good members of so- 
ciety, but was preparing them for a life 
hereafter. What can supply the lo ? ss of such 
a parent? Can money? no; but it may 
serve to nourish the seeds he has so care- 
fully sown in such fertile soil. Those who 
have the will, possess not the power, at 
least not to the extent which is necessary ; 

I allude to the relations on either side. 

The widow is still confined to a sick bed, 
her recovery is as yet doubtful; the loss of 
a beloved husband preys upon the mind, 
and other circumstances combined with 
bodily affliction, are almost too much for ao 
delicate a frame to combat with. , . 

For the information of some of your 
readers, I ought to have stated that Dr. 
Nuttall was one of the physicians to the 
Westminster Dispensary, Gerrnrd Street, 
Soho ; that he laboured for the institution 
fifteen years up to the period of his last 
illness. 

I feel convinced, and it is the opinion of 
many others, that the. incessant toil of at- 
tending to the duties of the dispensary, 
assisted mainly in undermining his consti- 
tution, and W hasten his death. I have, on 
several occasions, seen him out after mid- 
night in all weathers, visiting the sick poor; 
have walked with him, and felt delighted 
in offering him my arm, that I might profit 
by his conversation. Whilst I was in his 


Digitized by google 



DR, NUTT ALL. 




downplay bi was never idle ; I nay say with 
Uath, that his mind and body were con- 
stantly at work ; indeed, “ he was a man, 
take him for all in all, we ne’er shall look 
npon his like again.” From the long-con- 
tinued illness of the widow, and from the 
impossibility of Dr. NuttalTs attending to 
his professional duties, tbe little stock of 
cash he possessed prior to his fatal attack 
was ao nearly exhausted, that the day after 
his death there was not found sufficient in 
the house to defray the next day’s expenses. 
A friend, into whose hands was entrusted 
die arrangement of affairs, from his own 
purse supplied the deficiency, and paid the 
funeral expenses. An aunt of the unhappy 
widow arriving from Scotland, relieved 
him from a continuance of hia voluntary 
kindness, and up to this moment, a period 
of nearly three months, the family are in- 
debted to her for support. 

The interest arising from the insurance 
will not be payable till twelve months after 
the demise of the insured. I am informed 
six months must elapse before even the 
olaim commences, so that at the end pf the 
year there will be only half a year’s interest 
due amounting to 40 1 . When I first began 
this letter, it was mv intention (wishing to 
spare tbe feelings of the widow and her 
relations) to have named only the orphans 
of my lamented friend; but having been 
made acquainted with what 1 have just 
Stated, your readers will with me conclude, 
that some pecuniary assistance is even at 
tiiis moment required. 

From what I have heretofore witnessed, 
I doubt not but the sympathy of the pro- 
fession, and mankind in general, will enable 
us soon to lighten the burden of the dis- 
tressed widow and her praiseworthy rela- 
tion, and to raise a sufficient sum to con- 
tinue that which the last parent had so well 
begun — the education of the children. 

We ask not for lurge sums from the pro- 
fession, their mite will be gratefully re- 
ceived ; but we call upoq them to plead oiir 
cause, where they know charity to exist. 
Every medical man has it in his power, in 
the large ciicle of his acquaintance, to make 
known this case. We hope then that each 
into whose hands your valuable Journal 
falls, will lend us his aid, that lie will be- 
come' the receiver of subscriptions from his 
patients and friends, and that he will forward 
the same to Messrs. Hammersley, Green- 
wood, and Co., bankers, 69, Pall Mall, or to 
any of- the undermentioned repositories for 
subscriptions. Three of the late Dr. Nuttall’s 
friends have been fixed on to take the charge 
of subscriptions, and to dispose of them as 
circumstances may require. 

As often as may be deemed necessary, 
the money received at the different places 
Ml be forwarded by them to the bankers, 
No. 379. 


and, from time to time, your readers shall 
be apprised of the success met with, the 
manner of disposal, &c. 

I remain, Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 

J. H. Tucker, 

16, Howland Street, Fitzroy Square, 

Nov. 27, 1830. 


A book (in which subscribers are request* 
ed to write their names, and the amount of 
donations) will be sent to the following 
gentlemen, who have consented to receive 
subscriptions : — 

Messrs. Hammersley, Greenwood, and Co.* 
69, Pall Mall. * 

Mr. Robertson, 34, Gerrard Street, Soho. 

The Rev. Mr. Stevens, 15, Huntley Street. 
Bedford Square. 

Mr. Tucker, Surgeon, 16, Howland Street, 
Fitzroy Square. 

The Lancet Office, 210, Strand. 

Messrs. Callow and Wilson, Medical 
Booksellers, Great Windmill Street. 

Messrs. Burgess and Hill, Medical Book- 
i sellers, 55, Great Windmill Street. 

Mr. Highley, Medical Bookseller, 174, 
Fleet Street, and Webb Street, Maze Pond, 
Borough. 

Mr. Anderson, Medical Bookseller, 40, 
Smithfield. 

Mr. Taylor, 30, Upper Gower Street. 

P .S. — Allow me. Sir, to say a few words 
to your brother Editors, whether conduc- 
tors of medical journals, or of newspapers. 

Gentlemen, — Having availed myself of 
the kind offer of the Editor of The Lancet, 
namely, the use of his pages for promoting 
a subscription for the beuefit of the orphans 
of the late Dr. Nuttall, and whose cha- 
racter (intended for those who knew ltim 
not) I have but very faintly sketched, I 
sincerely hope you will likewise grant us, 
tbe friends of the deceased, all tbe assist- 
ance you can, and kindly publish to tbe 
world our intentions, with respect to the 
unfortunate widow aud orphans. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. H. Tucker. 


16, Howland Street, November 27, 1830. 
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THE LANCET. 

London, Saturday , December 4, 1830. 

The election for a president to the Royal 
Society, took place on Tuesday last, when, 
upon scrutinizing the numbers that bad 
balloted, it was found that there were 119 
Yotes for his Royal Highness the Duke of 
Sussex, and 111 for Mr. Hbrschel ; thus 
the Fellows of the Royal Society have elect- 
ed a royal chairman. Had it been a scientific 
society, the president it has chosen might 
have found himself in unsuitable company. 
As this body has lost nearly all pretensions 
to an elevated character, Mr. Herschel 
snay congratulate himself on not having ob- 
tained the chair ; for high as is his character, 
and brilliant as are his attainments, he would 
have experienced great difficulty in support- 
ing his reputation, pressed upon, as it conti- 
nually would have been, by such a ponderous 
weight of ignorance. The Society is rotten 
to tiie core. It wants intestines, rather than 
a head. Taking the Fellows as a body, their 
character for science is not likely to be in- 
jured by the accession of the royal Presi- 
dent ; nor does the Duke’s reputation for 
scientific accomplishments incur any risk of 
injury from the proceedings of the Society. 
Thus far they are happily associated. The 
Duke of Sussex is not without his merits ; 
but if the Society enjoyed a high reputation, 
and if it were zealously devoted to the culti- 
vation of the abstruse sciences, the election 
of his Royal Highness to the President’s 
chair would have given us deep regret. As 
matters stand, however, we think the choice 
is likely to prove beneficial to the public in 
more respects than one. To the honour of 
the medical profession it may be stated that 
Dr. Prout, Dr. Pepys, Dr. Somerville, 
Dr. Chambers, Mr. J. H. Green, Mr. 
Brodib, Mr. C. Bell, Mr. T. Bell, Mr. 
Herbert Mayo, and Mr. Mantkll, were 
among the zealous and open supporters of 


Mr. Hbrschel. This speaks not less for 
their honesty than their judgment. A writer 
in The Times of Thursday asserts, that the 
election which took place on Tuesday was 
not for a President, but for a Member of the 
Council. Fah ! 


Mr. Charles Bell, it appears, is not a 
little piqued at his resignation having been so 
unhesitatingly and unceremoniously received 
by the Council of the University. Mr. 
Charles Bell had amused himself in this 
way so long, that his toys had become ex- 
ceedingly disagrteable to his neighbours. 
He was not careful of their windows. It 
may have been very pleasant to Mr. Bell 
to toss ** rissignetioii ” papers two or three 
times a month to the Council, but such 
trifling conld not fail in the end to prove 1 
exceedingly irksome to the objects of the 
annoyance. Other resignations, we under- 
stand, have taken place, and the University 
is in a fair way of overcoming many heavy 
difficulties by which it has long been op- 
pressed. We beseech the Council not to 
act with precipitancy in filling the vacant 
chairs. The errors already committed on 
this head, should stand as a salutary cau- 
tion in their future proceedings j and we 
implore them to elect by concours , by open 
competition, and not by the secret star- 
chamber method of deciding by private 
testimonials. In throwing open the doors 
to all scientific men of sound moral charac- 
ter, we should witness the brilliant sign 
that would distinguish this institution from 
the ancient abodes of ignorance and preju- 
dice. To hundreds of aspiring geniuses it 
would then appear as the promising, the 
encouraging, beacon of tbeii brightest hopes. 
Two or three more false steps in the choice 
of professors would retard the University 
for many years. 

However much the surgeons of the pre- 
sent day may boast of then: learning and of 
their successful labours in the field of medi- 
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THE COLLEGE CHARTER. 3fl* 

Oil toiejftee, it eamiot be disputed that the Governors, and Comtnotialty, of the Art ait4 
respectable ancient Company of " pure ’’ j Science of Surgeons of London/' 
surgeons was very successfully opposed' Thiis matters remained until the year 
up to the year 1540, by the Company of 1790, when, owing to the death of seyeral 
Barber-surgeons. The barbels bad been of the individuals who constituted the Court 
sufficiently influential to get regnlarly in- of Assistants, it Was alleged by the sum- 
corpo rated so early as 1460, while the rots that the Company was dissolved* and 
“ pares ” could obtain no separate corpora- they applied to Parliament for a new act, 
lion* but thought themselres fortunate in with a view to procure a greater extension of 
being united with the Company of Barbers, their privilges* The members at large* be- 
when the joint association was styled coming alarmed at the contemplated attack 
“ The Mystery and Commonalty of Barbers upon their rights, petitioned against the 
and Surgeons of London/' Having blooded, bill, and, at last, got it thrown out of the 
shaved, and rooted out co dm, clipped hair Lords, after it had passed the Commons 
and legs, most successfully, the College of without opposition. LordTnoRioiv parti- 
physicians became alarmed for their repu- oularly, and in no very measured terms* do- 
tation and their profits, and prosecuted the nounced the proceedings of the promoters 
rising” sharers” and “ pures" for divers in- of the bill; he characterised them as Crau-» 
flringements upon the rights of the fellows, dulent and infamous, and it was owing td 
The doughty knights of the razor and lan- bis Lordship's powerful influence, that the 
cet were not, however, to be intimidated, petitioners against the bill were successful. 
The keen edges of their weapons proved This contest took place in 1T95 or 1796. In 
an over-matdi for the gold-headed canes, the year 1800, the defeated party, still en* 
The grand united company prevailed at gaged in their hole -and-corner proceedings, 
court, and obtained from James I. a charter, secretly petitioned bis Majesty Gbobge III. 
which entrusted to them the examination f OT a charter to enable them to re-establish 
of all who should practise suTgery within the functions they had so long enjoyed under 
three miles of London. This was deemed a the 18th of George II. In this application 
severe blow by the College of Physicians; they succeeded. The charter was granted,— 
nor was the infliction made less by Charles that charter by which the College is now 
1., who extended the power of the shavers governed, and by which the members of the 
as far as seven miles from London. Thus College are still robbed, insulted, end de- 
matters stood until the reign of George II., graded. To show how suited the letter and 
when the barbers and bleeders could no spirit of this document are to the character 
longer agree. Their jealousies and dis- an( j accomplishments of the surgeons of the 
putes were at last so much heightened, that present day, it is only neoessary to state, 
the throats and limbs of many of his Ma- that th )3 instrument is almost a- transcript 
jesty's liege subjects were placed in great 0 f the chat ter wh\chv)as held by ” the 
jeopardy. The strength of the razors ulti- Commonalty of Barbers and Surgeons ws 
mately prevailed, and the broken lancets the year 1500," and — still worse — by the 
Were compelled, though, it seems, not very company of barbers incorporated in 
unwillingly, to retire from the field of con- 1461! Yes; the present charter of the 
tention ; for the ” pares" lied contrived to College of Surgeons in Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
obtain many friends at head-quarters, and differs not from that which was granted 
immediately succeeded in procuring an act, T0 TH£ barbers in 1461 ! The managing 
which incorporated them into a distinct parties are designated by different names, it 
company, by the name of The Master, is trne ; that, M Master" is now denomi* 
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nated “ President,” u Governors ” are 
called u Vice-Presidents,” and the “ As- 
sistants” are styled " Councillors but 
the ordinances for the elections are pre- 
cisely similar, directing that all vacancies 
occurring in the Court or Council, shall be 
filled up by the surviving members, thus 
precluding the oommonalty from taking any 
pait in such vitally important proceedings. 
The choice depends entirely upon the will 
of the surviving members of the Council. 
True to the letter of the barbers’ charter, 
not one word is mentioned on the subject of 
the scientific qualifications of the candi- 
dates. Not that we would insinuate that 
the members of the Council are without 
their qualifications! Oh, it is a goodly 
“ company truly a, company of “ shavers.” 
That man who would not assist in abrogat* 
ing such a charter as this, is not only a dis- 
grace to the profession, but an enemy to the 
whole human race. 


REUNION OP SEPARATED PARTS. 

Although there are several instances on 
record in which parts, after having been 
completely separated from tl>e body, have 
been afterwards reunited with it, we believe 
their number would be much greater if the 
possibility of such a union were more gene- 
rally admitted, and the attempt to produce 
it more frequently made. The following 
cases, extracted from the “ Heureberg 
Clinische Aunales,” will therefore, we 
trust, be read with interest : — 

M. D., aetat. 21, had in a duel a piece of 
the nose cut off, ten lines in length and seven 
in thickness, comprising part of the al® 
and . the cartilaginous septum. The frag- 
ment fell on the ground, with its raw side 
turned upwards. It was immediately picked 
up, washed, and applied to the wound, and 
kept in this position for about ten minutes 
with the fingers ; after this time it was 
fixed with sticking-plaster, and the wound 
repeatedly fomented with an aromatic infu- 
sion. On the third day the dressings were 
removed, and the nose carefully washed 
with warm aromatic vinegar; it was of 
reddish-brown colour, and reunion was 
found to have taken place at all points 
where the skin had been vertically divided ; 


a small place only, where the section was 
horizontal, suppurated slightly . The uniting 
bandage was again applied, and the aromatic 
fomentation continued. On the fourth day 
the epidermis of the separated piece was of 
livid colour, and it seemed as if reunion was 
not so complete as had been suspected. The 
temperature and sensibility of the nose 
were, however, perfectly natural. The 
wound was dressed in the same manner as 
before, and lint dipped in a solution of sub- 
limate was applied to the ulcerated part. 
On the 6th day the skin began to be de- 
tached ; the subjacent tissue looked healthy, 
aud was covered with granulations. On the 
8th day a small portion of the skin came 
away, but the loss of substance was soon 
filled up. After this time no unfavourable 
symptom occurred, and in about a fortnight 
cicatrizatiou was completed at all points. 

In another case, a young man received in 
a duel with swords a wound by which a 
piece of the nose, half an inch in length and 
breadth, a flap of the upper lip, an inch in 
length and three lines thick, and, lastly, a 
part of the under-lip and of the apophysis 
menti, were chopped off. All these parts 
had fallen to the ground : the piece of the 
chin was immediately taken up and fixed in 
its place by fifteen sutures ; the fragment of 
the nose could not be applied for about 
; twelve minutes, and that of the upper lip 
was not found ; the separated piece of the 
| nose became reunited, excepting one-third, 
which came away. The wounds of the lips 
healed with a considerable loss of substance, 

| and were cicatrized on the 46th day. 

M. B., ret. 20, had, in a ruse, a part of the 
nose, of twelve lines in length and sixteen 
in breadth, chopped off ; the stroke was di- 
rected more towards the left side, and the 
left ala was completely separated ; the flap 
terminated at the upper lip, and adhered to 
it by means of a pedicle about a line and a 
half in diameter; there was a profuse ha- 
morrhage from the left nasal artery, which 
it was found necessary to tie ; the flap, 
which meanwhile had become quite,cold and 
pale, was then reapplied in its proper place, 
kept in situ by a few sutures and sticking- 
plaster, and fomented with aromatic wine. 
Towards the evening the piece of the nose 
had slightly recovered its temperature, but 
was still pale and collapsed. On the third 
day the dressings were cautiously removed, 
the piece of the nose was of a bluish colour, 
almost cold and quite collapsed, and the 
stump of the nose began to be covered with 
erysipelas. The edges of the wound were 
dressed with an ointment of camphor and 
Peruvian balm, and the fomentations were 
continued. (RPtbe 5th re-union had not 
taken place in any point of the wound, all 
points of suture had suppurated, and on the 
7th the piece of the nose came away whilst 
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the* patient was sneezing. The wounds 
were healed up after about seven weeks. 

B., aetat. 21, of fair complexion, received 
in a duel a cut across the face, by which 
part of the tip of the nose, the alae, and 
a portion of the septum, were separated ; 
the piece was immediately reapplied, and 
kept in its place for a few minutes with the 
fingers, and then by means of a uniting 
bandage. The skin of the patient was so 
irritable, that the sticking* plaster caused an 
erysipelatous inflammation and a papular 
eruption, notwithstanding which, how ever, 
reunion was found to be complete on the 
third day, yet the separated piece was of a 
bluish colour, and it was expected that mor- 
tification would ensue ; the skin became de- 
tached on the following day and came away, 
leaving an unhealthy suppurating surface ; 
under the repeated application of a balsamic 
ointment, and the solution of sublimate, the 
ulceration became of a more healthy cha- 
racter, and after a few days the wound be- 
gan to granulate. The separated piece re- 
tained its vitality, and cicatrization was 
completed on the 10th day. 

Besides these four, the above journal 
contains twelve more cases, all observed by 
the same practitioner, in most of which re- 
union proved successful. 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

November 8, 1830. 

Mr. Callaway in the Chair. 

INFANTILE MARASMUS. 

Mr. Dendy this evening read a paper 
on the pathology and treatment of infantile 
marasmus. 

The study of those morbid affections which 
occur during the period of infancy is one, 
said Mr. Dendy, replete with interest. The 
helpless condition of the patient, the obscu- 
rity of the symptoms, the sudden exposure 
of the frame to the influence of external 
agents, the abrupt assumption of the duties 
which belong to the alimentary canal, and 
extreme susceptibility of the nervous system, 
are all matters of interest and importance, j 

Amongst the diseases which are arranged 
in the infantile nosology, there are few, the 
causes, symptoms, seat, and treatment of 
which have excited so greajyL diversity of 
opinion as the malady whicl^as been de- 
nominated — macies — atrophia lactanlium — 
febris infantum remittens — hectic fever — 
tabes mesenterica — marasmus . The causes 
of this diversity may have been various. 


The immediate cause of marasmus is in- 
efficient nutrition, arising either from a di- 
minished or suppressed absorption of chyle, 
or by a deteriorated condition of that fluid 
which renders it, if absorbed, unfit for its 
important office in the animal economy. 
For although irritation of the nervous sys- 
tem may prove fatal of itself, it does so 
usually by its immediate effects on the 
brain, or the medulla. If the irritation be 
more protracted, the functions of the intes- 
tinal canal are from this cause deranged. 
These affections, as well as partial wasting 
or paralysis, it is not my purpose to treat. 
A healthy body, especially that of the child, 
is in a state of constant renovation and in- 
crease. The supervention of disease in 
those organs which perform this important 
function incapacitates them for their duty ; 
their function is either altered, or suspended, 
or destroyed. 

Grauting some absorbing power fo other 
tubes, the grand medium of nutrition is the 
lacteal apparatus of the intestines. What- 
ever, therefore, deranges the function or 
disorganises the structure of the mucous 
membrane of the alimentary tube, may be 
considered the exciting cause of marasmus. 
The chief of these causes are — retention of 
the meconium — dentitiou — exposure to cold 
— the recession of eruptions— deficient or ex- 
cessive supply of aliment — deleterious food- 
worms — the poisons of measles, scarlatina, 
small-pox — of which, diseases intestinal 
irritation and its consequent diarrhoea are the 
most frequent sequel®. To this list it may 
be expected I should add those cases of 
profuse or increased discharges which are 
marked usually by wasting, as coryza, leu- 
corrhoea, and perhaps diabetes, but if I ad- 
mit those it would lead me to digress, as the 
emaciation attending them is a consequence 
of almost every disease in infancy. I wish 
here to confine myself to the abdominal 
sources of marasmus. 

I consider then that there are two con- 
ditions of the mucous membrane of the 
bowels which induce marasmus — simple ir- 
ritation and inflammation, or muco-enteritis 
— often a disease into which by neglect sim- 
ple irritation may be excited, a fact which 
agrees with the opinion of Dr. Goelis, that 
the majority of infantile diseases bear an 
inflammatory character. I do not mean to 
assert that this diseased action invariably 
commences in the mucous membrane ; many 
instances have, I doubt not, occurred where 
idiopathic inflammation of the peritoneum 
has been the primary disease, extending in 
the end to the mucous surfaces ; although 
where we have ulcerations, and even fistu- 
lous openings at the points where the con- 
volutions of ihe intestines lie in contact ; it 
will be a difficult task to say in which tunic 
the disease first commenced. I believe. 
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however, tint peritonitis is marked usually 
by the adhesive inflammation, and muco- 
enteritia by the morbid changes I have 
alluded to above. I am anxious to esta- 
blish, as far as I can, the proper seat and 
nature of this distressing disease,'- because 
I think that error regarding this circum- 
stanee has been productive of frequent un- 
successful practice. The pathologist has 
been led away from the commencement of 
the lacteal tubes, by a fancied importance 
attaching to the mesenteric glands in the 
function of nutrition, or the tonic or stimu- 
lant plan been resorted to when depletory 
measures have been indicated. Hence 
wasting of the body has beep described by 
the sweeping term tabes mesenteries, be- 
cause a suppurating gland has been some- 
times discovered on examination. My books , 
had led me also into this error, but expe- 
rience has often shown me, on the dissection 
of fatal cases of marasmus, how slight, if 
any, disease existed in the mesenteric 
glands — how extensive were the lesions of, 
die mucous and peritoneal coats of the in- 
testines. 

The suppuration of mesenteric glands is 
generally a secondary disease, extending 
from other tissues; or iu the scrophulous 
enlargement, it may be an ineffectual effort 
to expel some constitutional taint; or an 
incapability of resisting that action which, 
In a vigorous system, and within due limits, 
is set up to repair or relieve the vis medi- 
catrix naturae. 

I believe that muco-enteritis may often | 
exist as a primary affection, yot it may be | 
considered also as an aggravated form, a 
consequence of previous irritation ; but as { 
the removal of that exciting cause will not 
effeot the subsidence of an established in- 
flammatory action, the distribution of the | 
causes of marasmus into simple irritation | 
and inflammation becomes of the greatest] 
practical value, equal in importance to a j 
knowledge of the seat of excitement. 

Irrigation may be termed a disorder of 
function — inflammation that of structure. In 
this distinction consists the practical im- 
portance, which if we disregard, we may on 
the one hand drain the system of its blood 
to absolute exhaustion with none but a fatal 
effect ; on the other, we shall neglect those 
measures without which the same disap- 
pointment will follow. I shall, therefore, 
consider separately, but briefly, these two 
conditions of the mucous surface. If I have 
made myself understood, it will be perceiv- 
ed that I presume to endow these varied 
excitements with the power of producing 
the two diseases indiscriminately, but the 
action established on the membrane by the 
specific excitements — measles, scarlatina, 
end small-pox — is, similar to themselves, a 
disease fbr whioh nature herself will often 


establish the remedy— a salutary; otr critical 
diarrhoea. 

Simple Irritation, — Is characterised by 
those symptoms which have been termed 
mesenteric and infantile remitting fever. 
It is seldom that the disorder is observed by 
us in its first stage, the treatment of which 
is usually confined to the nursery. The 
child is restless and fretful, the prominent 
symptom being often simply constipation. 
To this succeeds a contrary condition of the 
alimentary canal ; the secretion of the mu- 
cous surface is increased, the effort of the 
system, in fact, to dislodge a load from the 
bowels, and we have mucous diarrhoea es- 
tablished. This is the stage at which the 
patient is usually presented to us. The 
evacuations are mucous, slimy, or watery, 
sometimes of a grass-green mixed with 
flakes of mucus, and sometimes streaked 
with blood. Small hard buttons of feculent 
matter are often evacuated with the mucus, 
and these are attended by a most painful 
tenesmus: in the intervals the abdominal 
pain often ceases entirely, and the child will 
then suck freely and even eagerly, and ap« 
pear lively. The heat of skin is not much 
increased, the pulse is accelerated, ranging 
often above 100, the lips are dry, and there 
is often an aphthous affection of the lining 
membrane of the mouth. Gentle pressure 
] on the abdomen will rather soothe than irri- 
tate ; aud the child will even bear deep 
and firm pressure of the hand without cry- 
j ing, — the expression of complaint indeed, is 
! generally more fretting than crying. This 
state will soon become aggravated ; the 
j diarrhoea and tenesmus will be more con- 
stant — often incessant, and prolapsus ani 
will take place. The child will become 
pallid — often of a livid complexion ; the 
appetite fails ; the pulse becomes less per- 
ceptible; tlie exacerbations of fever more 
frequent ; the emaciation extreme ; and in 
this condition the child will gradually sink. 

In these cases dissection will discover to 
us little morbid change in the abdomen, ex- 
cept, perhaps, a superabundance of flaky 
mneus, or, in a protracted disorder, a pecu- 
liar emptiness of the alimentary tube ; the 
colon will be often distended with gas, and 
throughout the small intestines numerous 
volvuli are often found. Death then usually 
occurs from a mere deficiency of absorption ; 
the contents of the bowels being hurried 
past the mouths of the lacteals with great 
rapidity ; of this condition I might cite 
numerous examples. 

In this disease, however, as in many 
others, there may be a remote sympathy 
with other organs, which we are apt to 
overlook ; with the membranes of the brain 
especially, in which chronic meningitis and 
ventricular effusion take place, as it will 
indeed even in oases of extreme irritability. 
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owing 1 to the quality or quantity of milk from 
protracted suckling. 

Muco- Enteritis . — In this disease we have 
some symptoms in common. It may, how- 
ever, be distinguished from irritation by 
a more oppressed though fuller pulse, by 
greater heat of skin, by a physiognomic ex- 
pression of suffering, especially about tbe al& 
nasi and the lips, in the early stage by a feeble 
though shrill cry or scream, in the latter 
period by a dull moaning. There is a parched 
condition of the mouth and lips ; the head is 
tossed to and fro ; the pupils are much con- 
tracted as in meningitis, or dilated as in effu- 
sion (febris gastrica, or synochus) ; the legs 
areflrawn up towards the abdomen, the belly 
is tumid, and there is pain felt on deep pres- 
sure. The absence of constipation will dis- 
tinguish this, I think, from peritonitis, or 
at least from idiopathic inflammation of the 
peritoneum commencing in that membrane. 
The evacuations, in the advanced stage, are 
of a very peculiar character, a greyish pulpy 
mass like chewed paper. If the ear is ap- 
plied to the belly there is a sound of con- 
stant gurgling, obeying the motion of the 
diaphragm in breathing, differing from the 
usual sound of peristaltic action. Eventually 
the pain will be more severe on pressure, and 
more extensively diffused ; tbe peritoneum 
has partaken of the disease. 

There is an essential difference in the 
type of fever, in the second form, there are 
seldom if $ver remissions, the local excite- 
ment being constant. 

On the examination, especially of pro- 
tracted cases, the abdominal viscera will 
often be found matted together, so that it 
is difficult to distinguish them from each 
other, ulcerated or fistulous openings will 
he found perforating their coats. Both in 
the cavity of the abdomen, if that be not 
obliterated, and in the intestinal tube, pulpy 
or slimy, or purulent matter will be found. 
Livid patches are sometimes observed both 
on the surfaces of the intestines and the 
skin. The mesenteric glands will some- 
times be found enlarged in this stage of the 
disease, and in a state of suppuration. We 
have very frequently symptoms which 
might appear to indicate extensive effusiou 
into the ventricular cavities ; it is not so 
often that we find much evidence of the dis- 
ease about the brain, except that slight in- 
crease of serous secretiou which is so com- 
monly found in fatal cases of pneumonia, &c. 

In the treatment of these forms of disease 
1 have little to add ; my purpose has been 
rather to establish a discrimination, which, 
being determined, we shall be easily guided 
in our practice by the general principles in- 
culcated in our elementary study. 

In many cases of simple irritation tbe re- 
moval of the exciting cause will be of itself 
sufficient to cure the disorder, ere in- 


KARASMUS. 

flemmation be established. The mere in- 
cision of a gum will often appear to be the 
effect of magic on the child. The event, 
however, must mainly depend on the degree 
or duration of tbe diarrhoea; for if this flux 
be immoderate, the contents of the bowels 
will be hurried past the lacteal orifices to ’ 
the effect of absolute exhaustion. It is, in 
fact, of natural hvpercathartis. With re- 
gard to the following exciting canses — re- 
tention of meconium, deficient or over- 
feeding, unwholesome milk, the irritation 
of dentition, the presence of worms, the 
remedies must be obvious. During den- 
tition, it is true that acute pain may, by 
directly influencing the brain and nervous 
system, exhaust the vital powers ; but even 
here, iu almost every case, I have observed 
diarrhoea has been a concomitant, if not a 
prominent symptom. In the eases produced 
by the application of cold, or the superficial 
cure of cutaneous disease, the re-establish- 
ment of free cutaneous transpiration, or the 
reproduction of the eruption, will be equally 
beneficial. In general, however, the re- 
covery will be expedited by the exhibition 
of small doses of kydrarg. cum creta, add- 
ing occasionally some aromatic -powder, and 
one or two drops of the liq. opii sedativus 
at night, and after some days the employ- 
ment of a mild tonic. The form I would 
recommend is the following 

Ferri sulph. ex sic c ., 38s ; 

Pot. sulph., 31 ij ; 

Pulv. cascaritl., Jss. cap. gr. iv. ad x. b. 
ter die, and a few drops of acid sulph. 
aromatic; added to these remedies, a 
few drops of laudanum should be giveu 
in an enema of starch. 

A more direct laxative is sometimes ne- 
cessary even under a state of diarrhoea ; 
for in those oases characterised by cachexia, 
the removal of a morbid coating, which 
sometimes accumulates to an excessive de- 
gree over the lacteal mouths, constitutes 
the laxative itself an indirect tonic. 

Let me here briefly draw a distinction 
between the condition of tabes, and the 
state often consequent on weaning— the 
child gradually becoming thin, but other- 
wise not exhibiting symptoms of an un- 
favourable nature. Such may be, in fact, a 
natural and healthy change dependent on 
more solid nutriment, an increase of muscu- 
lar growth and power, and a diminution of 
deposition into the adipose membrane. 

In speaking of the management of the 
second form, muco-enteritis, I am more 
anxious again to draw the attention of the 
members of this society to the nature of tbe 
disease, than to fatigue them with a detail 
of treatment ao plainly indicated* The de- 
structive lesions, demonstrated on dissec- 
tion, prove either that the disease has not 
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•lwaja b«en nndentood, or, if understood, 
inefficiently treated. It is in the early 
stage*, while the evacuations are mucous 
or flaky, or of the spinage green, that we 
may hope to relieve* I believe that when 
the evacuations assume the appearance of 
the grey pulp, and are in great quantity, 
that no treatment will be available ; de- 
struction of parts lias commenced, the re- 
pair of which is beyond the reach of 
art. In muco-enterUis, from one to four 
leeches should be applied to the abdomen ; 
the haemorrhage assisted by the application 
of a warm bread poultice every half hour, 
or the child immersed in the warm- bath on 
the leeches falliog off. The food light and | 
mucilaginous. 

It is right for jne to state that I have 
examiued several cases where, the perito- 
neal coat has been extensively diseased, and 
the intestines, agglutinated without much 
mark of disease in the mucous membrane. 
These cases, however, I believe to be not 
common, but from their protracted duration 
they would be as likely to. exhaust life as 
any other form of chronic disease. 

. The pallid or livid complexion of the 
child in these diseases, has caused patholo- 
gists to determine that the symptoms arose 
from strumous taint of constitution and dis- 
ease in the mesenteric glands, and hence 
they have adopted, indiscriminately, the 
tonic or the cordial treatment in all the stages. 
This I think an error, the glandular suppu- 
ration not .being the result of abstract de- 
bility, but an effect of destructive inflam- 
mation on a texture endowed with deficient 
vitality, incapable of resisting even slightly 
increased action. 

In some of these cases, although there 
had been the most striking indications of 
cerebral effusion, 1 have found the brain and 
its membranes of a perfectly healthy ap- 
pearance. 

In conclusion, let me not undervalue the 
cerebral pathology of infauts. Although I 
consider idiopathic meningitis in children 
at very rarely occurring, yet from its being 
so readily induced by remote excitement, 1 
not only always regard cerebral symptoms 
with great jealousy, but often advise deple- j 
tion and evaporation from the head, when 
I suspect such excitement as dentition, or 
the subsidence of measles or scarlatina, &c., 
would be likely to induce disease about the 
brain. 

At the conclusion of the paper, Mr. 
Proctor asked the author if he had not often 
found the liver morbidly enlarged in this 
disease. 

Mr. Dendy replied, that in consequence 
of the great relative size of the healthy liver 
iu infancy, he could not answer iu the 
affirmative. 

Dr. W HiTiNo agreed with the author in 


his division. Irritation, and muco-enteritia, 
were often to be considered as cause and 
consequence. In the first state he would 
do little more than rigidly adhere to light 
diet. 

Mr. Dendy concurred with Dr. Whiting 
as to the value of a judicious dietetic plan 
in all these diseases, but he thought the 
exciting causes of the complaint were too 
often overlooked. 


November 15 th. 

ADMINISTRATION OF CORROSIVE SUBLIMATE 
IN TINCTURE OF BARK. 

The subject of Mr. Pendy’s paper was 
again discussed this evening, but the obser- 
vations were of too discursive a nature to 
permit of their being reported with any ad- 
vantage in the limited space we could afford 
to them. In the course of the evening the 
President (Mr. Callaway) spoke of a for- 
mula which he said had long been prescrib- 
ed with the most beneficial results, by Sir 
Astley Cooper, Dr. Babington, and him- 
self, in tabes mesentei'ica, especially iu those 
chrouic affections of the alimentary canal 
where change of structure had commenced, 
viz., a grain of the oxymuriate of mercury 
in an ounce of the tincture of bark, with 
some other vegetable tincture, the name of 
which we could not ascertain. A few drops 
of this were occasionally administered. 

An impression seemed to prevail amongst 
the members, that this mixture wa$ chemi- 
cally incompatible, aud its good, or a mer • 
curialy was therefore questioned. One gen- 
tleman stated, however, that in a particular 
case which bad come under his observa- 
tion, he had known salivation result from 
its operation. Into this circumstance we 
have instituted an experimental inquiry; 
and as our observations will, we believe, 
reconcile the conflicting opinions, we may 
take this opportunity to state them. 

When tincture of galls, considerably di- 
luted with water, is mixed with a minute 
quantity of coirosive sublimate in solutiou, 
a fawn-coloured precipitate occurs, result- 
ing from the formation of a per-gallate of 
mercury and tanuin. A similar effect takes 
place with the tincture of bark, and proceeds 
from the operation of the same affinity. This 
per-gallate of mercury is dissolved, when 
heated to 98 deg., with either muriatic or 
acetic acid, a per-rauiiate or per-acetoto be- 
ing formed, aud gallic acid aud tannin set 
free. It will thus readily be understood, 
that, though chemically incompatible in the 
phial, the insoluble compound is again de- 
composed by the acid secretions in tbe ali- 
mentary canal, and that it there operates as 
corrosive sublimate, or the soluble per - 
acetate of mercury, as tbe case maybe. 

If, however, the corrosive sublimate be 
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mixed with an aqueous preparation of bark, 
it is reduced to the condition of calomel. 


November 22 and 29. 

Bl'RN8 AND SCALDS. 

On the former of the above evenings, 
Mr. TnosiAs, a gentleman who is not a 
member of the Society, laid before the So* 
ciety a paper on the nature and treatment of 
bums and scalds, which was originally writ- 
ten for the “ Fotbergilian medal,” a prize 
that was offered by the Society last year for 
the best medical or surgical essay that might 
be presented within twelve months, by any 
gentleman not a member. Some irregula- 
rity, we believe, occurred to prevent the 
competition, and the present paper alone 
was submitted to the members. 

The essay, thpugh well drawn np, did not 
contain any* thing novel on the treatment of 
the injuries in question. Its principal ob* j 
ject was the recommendation of flour, of 
which the author, from experience, spoke | 
very highly. A discussion on several points ! 
referred to by Mr. Thomas ensued, and was 
resumed on the following evening, the 29th, 
but it did not afford any information which 
is not already well known, nor any views 
which have not, probably, been already en- 
tertained by most of the members of the 
profession. Almost every variety of treat- 
ment obtained a recommendation from the 
speakers. A vote of thanks was subse- 
quently passed to Mr. Thomas for his com- 
munication. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

November 27, 1830. 

Dr. Granville in the Chair. 

ULCERATED URETHRA. 

Dr. Granville described a case of ulcer- 
ated urethra in the female (communicated to 
him by Mr. Earle) , which is at present under 
treatment at St. Bartholomew’s, and for the 
cure of which a peculiar contrivance was 
employed ; it consists of a perfectly flexible 
airtight lube of gut, covered with India 
rubber, and filled up with a stop-cock and 
injecting syringe. The tube is introduced 
into the vagina and inflated by the piston, 
uutil it accommodates itself perfectly to the 
size of the passage, and exerts a certain 
degree of pressure on the fistulous opening 
from the urethra into the vagina, Tlie de- 
stroyed portion of the canal is thus, as it 
were, artificially replaced, the urine flows 
through its natural passage, and the ulcer- 
ated prifice is gradually contracting in size. 


On the whole, it is hoped that a permanent 
cure will be effected. 


CHOLERA MORBUS. 

Dr. Stewart next read a short paper on 
cholera morbus, evidently intended rather 
to elicit discussion, than to communicate 
any peculiar facts or opinions. On the 
question of the contagious nature of cholera. 
Dr. Granville remarked, that some of the 
circumstances connected with the Indian 
and Russian diseases, were calculated to 
puzzle both the contagionist and the anti* 
contagionist. Mr. Bacot was of opinion, 
that diseases may be both of an endemic and 
epidemic kind; that cholera morbus may 
arise from atmospheric causes, and also from 
specific contagion : in this opinion he was 
corroborated by his own experience in hos- 
pital gangrene, fever, and other diseases, 
during the peuiusular campaign. The So- 
ciety in general seemed to agree in the great 
probability of the Russian cholera extending 
itself to England at no very remote period. 
Dr. Granville especially was inclined to this 
opinion. 

The only peculiar mode of treatment was 
recommended by Dr. Webster, who con- 
tended that very small doses of opiates were 
better calculated to assuage irritation of the 
stomach than large quantities. He usually 
gave five or ten drops of laudanum, com- 
bined with ten grains of the sulphate of 
magnesia, with certain success. Mr. Evans 
fully corroborated the efficacy of Dr. Web- 
ster’s method, and alluded to Mr. Brodie’s 
prescription in the case of Miss Cashin, 
which he supposed was dictated with a simi- 
lar intention. 


ERRATUM. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — I n the last Number of your valu- 
able Journal, in the report of the West- 
minster Medical Society, it is stated that 
" Air. Costello said that cases had been 
lately published by Spinaldi in Italy, in 
which the secale cornutum was administer- 
ed iu free doses” in cases of hsemorrhage ; I 
take the liberty to let you know, thut Dr, 
Spainardi was tbe persou who employed 
the remedy, and that he who made this re- 
mark, was > 

Your humble servant, 

p. C. Negri. 

26, Poland Street, Ox ford Street, . 

Nov. 30, 1830. 
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PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT IN THE CONSTRUC- 
TION OF SPECTACLES. 

By Martin Evans, M.D.y Teignmouth. 

Many of your readers may be inclined to 
suppose that the subject of the present letter 
is misplaced, when inserted in the columns 
of your invaluable Journal. However, I am 
disposed to look upon any information which 
tends to remedy a defect in the organs of 
our most usetul sense, the eyes, as perfectly 
adapted to them. 

For some time past, I have been in the 
habit of using the doubly-concave eye-glass, 
commonly employed by young people, and 
have found that its utility may be very much, 
indeed wonderfully increased, by fixing it 
in a particular direction in relation to the 
eye. The statement for procedure in the 
experiment may appear obscure without the 
assistance of a diagram, but I shall endea- 
vour to make myself as intelligible as the 
nature of the subject admits. That part of 
the glass which rests at the inner canthus 
should be fixed as a centre, whilst the part 
towards the external canthus is directed 
forwards to a degree which varies in differ- 
ent persons. When it reaches this point or 
focus, the object viewed appears extremely 
clear, so much so indeed as to justify an 
assertion of increase in a double ratio. Per- 
sons who do not require the aid of glasses 
cannot appreciate this improvement. Those 
only whose vision is so far impaired as to 
need such artificial contrivance will pro- 
nounce on its application. My experiments 
on the doubly-convex glasses of old people, 
have not been sufficient to bear me out in 
extending the principle to them ; neither 
have I as yet arrived at a satisfactory ratio- 
nale of the process; some of your readers, 
therefore, may be ingenious enough to do 
so. From the knowledge of this circum- 
stance, I venture to suggest to Opticians a 
practical improvement in the construction of 
spectacles. It is the following : — Let the 
space between the lenses, or that part which 
rests on the ossa nasi, be formed with a 
pretty stiff, horizontal joint in the centre, 
in order that an obtuse angle could be form- 
ed when necessary, the vertex represented 
by the joint, the sides by those parts of the 
spectacles which surround the lenses and 
directed forwards to a certain extent as 
above mentioned. This shape, although at 
present appearing unhandsome, would by 
time, and its utility, be reconcilable to our 
ideas of beauty jn figure. 

Teignmouth, Devonshire, 

October 25, 1830. 


LONDON HOSPITAL. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

“ Still dipt in vaijuice, Watford’s angry pen 
And dirty spite, resource of abject men, 

Harmless play o’er bis vitiated page, 

Too high we staud to feel his scorn or rage ; 

Short is the course his calumny has ruo 
But long enough to leave him quite undone.” 

Old Play. 

Sir,— Your correspondent, Mr. Walford, 
reminds one of a little petulant boy, who 
when quite vanquished flies to the last re- 
source — puerile abuse : and although exube- 
rant in unapt quotations, the torpedo of 
Burton Crescent must possess more electric 
matter before the touch of his pen benumbs 
even the weakest of Mr. Headingtou’s 
pupils. 

My friends’ wearing the blue riband 
savoured of folly, aud strongly too, so thinks 
Mr. \V alford ; but ere be gave utterance to 
that thought, should he not have recollected 
that the pupils* compliment was an emana- 
tion of the same feeling which called Mr. 
Walford forward in your cause? My friend 
did the best his circumstances allowed, Mr, 
tValford could do no more, and this waa 
folly. How very expressive of respect is 
this honest confession to Mr. Wakley’g 
cause, and proves that the radiated sense of 
Mr. Walford is reduced to a small focus 
indeed. 

Poor weak man ; in bidding him farewell, 
we cannot help expressing our obligations 
for the amusement Lis letters have afforded, 
and iri return we wish him all the happiness 
a fallen spirit can attain. We can also 
assure him that our worthy teacher, Mr. 
Headington, cares little for the venom of his 
rage, nor would he sully his dignity even by 
noticing the mean reptile that has crossed 
his paths. To the bubbling effervescence of 
Mr. Walford ’s malevolent mind he stands 
“As the high rock’s majestic form 
Frowns on the flood nor feels the storm.” 

I remain, Sir, 

Y ours respectfully, 

J. Richards. 
London Hospital, November 30, 1830. 


COLLEGE OF SURGEONS— ACKNOWLEDGED 
AVARICE. 

To the Editor o/The Lancet. 

Sir, — The author of the letter on l( Col- 
legiate Avarice,” which appeared in the 
last Number of your Journal, was surely 
influenced, in the composition of that letter, 
by some secret antipathy to the honourable 
court of which he complained. The ques- 
tion which commenced your correspondent’s 
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examination, should rather be the subject 
of congratulation than of censure ; inasmuch 
as it virtually admitted, on the part of the 
College, what has long been supposed to be 
the true object of their exertions. I ad- 
mire, Sir, the manliness of that admission ; 
and only regret that the honourable court 
should have delayed it, until it was no longer 
necessary for the couvictien of either the 
profession or the public. 

I shall avail myself of this opportunity to 
caution many of your correspondents against 
the extreme severity and evident ill-nature 
of their strictures on the College. Such a 
style is rather calculated to weaken than 
support the cause which it is intended to 
serve. It is recorded of Mr. Curran that 
the most eloquent and most effective of his 
pleadings was one in which be confined 
himself to the mere facts of his brief, and I 
am sure that the same mode of attack would 
be excellently applicable to the couduct of 
the College* court. The bare mention of 
their schemes, the simple recital of their 
regulations, would awaken quite as much 
contempt as could possibly be given under 
any circumstances to such an institution. 
The bitterest eloquence of their opponents 
cannot censure them more severely than 
they censure themselves by their own daily 
conduct ! 

I am, Sir, with great respect, 
Your faithful servant, 

J.C. J. 

Church Street, Blackfriars, 

Nov. 29, 1830. 


ABUSES IN GUY’S HOSPITAL. 

7b the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — As you have ever stood forward as 
the supporter of the pupils* rights, I am 
emboldened to ask the insertion of a few lines 
in your valuable journal. I am induced to 
ask what course we are to adopt when we 
are deprived of those privileges for which 
we have so dearly paid. Mr. Morgan 
professes to give his lectures on wounds 
three times a week, but he gives us some- 
times two, and frequently not more than one 
a week, in consequence of his “ being in 
the* country,’* or ** not having his diagrams 
ready.** Why, I would ask, were not the 
drawings prepared before the lbt of October 1 ? 
Is this, as his colleague expressed it in his 
introductory lecture, doing his b'est to make 
« the short time we have to spend at the seal 
of learning (oh, dear!) most profitable 1 ?’* 
and is it embracing every opportunity of im- 
proving us! No; this is Guy*s Hospital 
treatment. 

Again, post-mortem examinations, which 


take place almost daily, (successful prac- 
titioners !) are always managed in private ; 
at least they are not publioly announced to 
the students ; so that they are only attended 
by a favoured few. As these may be 
deemed liberal regulations by King Harrison 
and his sycophants, it is right that they 
should be published, for the benefit of thoso 
young gentlemen who may be coining to 
London, to expend their money in the pur- 
suit of knowledge. 

A Surgical Pupil of Guy’s. 

P. S. Mr. Morgan has now deceived us 
three nights following. Do tell us our 
remedy. 

Nov. 23, 1830. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 

TUMOUR OF THE NECK. 

The patient, the subject of this affection, 
was admitted into Henry’s Ward, about 
four months since, under the care of Mr. 
Lawrence. There was a hard tumour occu- 
pying the extent of the sterno cleido mas- 
toideus, but no discoloration of the surround- 
ing integuments. Nothing particular was 
done for it until about two months since, 
when the integuments covering this muscle 
became inflamed, and Mr. Lawrence then 
directed the repeated application of leeches, 
and subsequently the use of the camphor- 
ated mercurial liniment. About a month 
ago an ulcer formed over each extremity of 
the muscle, and a fortnight afterwards, Mr. 
Lawrenoe connected these ulcers by means 
of so incision through the integuments, by 
which a yellow inorganic mass, of the 
length and breadth of the muscle, was ex- 
posed, and was supposed to be the sterno 
mastoid. A portion of it was removed, and 
exhibited a fibrous appearance. On the fol- 
lowing days, portions of this mass, which 
appeared detached, were removed, and 
about a week sinoe, his neck and head were 
attacked by erysipelas, which was treated 
by antiphlogistic means. During the ery- 
sipelatous attack, delirium came on, and for 
this he was bled from the temporal artery to 
5 x, had his head shaved, and cold lotions 
applied. When we visited him on Satur- 
day the 20th, the erysipelatous inflamma- 
tion had disappeared, but the delirium con- 
tinued, and his nervous system seemed very 
much depressed. He remained in this state 
until to-day (Monday the 22nd of Novem- 
ber), when he died. 

Mr. Lawrence, at his clinical lecture, said 
that he had examined the body after death, 
and had found inflammation of the arachnoid 
membrane of the brain, a small quantity of 
fluid iu the ventricles, and rather more than 
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usual vascularity of the brain. Nearly the 
whole of the muscle was of a dirty-yellow 
colour* disorganised, and scarcely a vestige 
of healthy structure could be tound in it. 
There was also disease of the liver, but no 
other morbid appearances could be detected, 
and there was nothing discovered that might 
be supposed to have given rise to the dis- 
ease of the muscle. 


REPEATED HEMORRHAGE AFTER 
AMPUTATION. 

In our notice last week of the case of 
John Reeve, we omitted to date it October 
the 30tli, the day on which we wrote the 
report. We may now observe that he went 
on well from that time until the 2d of 
November, when haemorrhage again took 
place. Mr. Vincent was in the hospital, 
and saw him within five minutes of the re- 
currence of the bleeding, and found him in a 
state approaching to syncope. He had lost 
a very considerable quantity of blood, his 
countenance was quite pale, pulse scarcely 
perceptible, and the limb perfectly cold j 
the bleeding was not so free as it had been, 
but was still copious ; the stump was open- 
ed, and the haemorrhage immediately ceased ; 
liis pulse became imperceptible, and it was 
necessary to give him brandy, and to en- 
velope the entire limb in flannels saturated 
with very hot water. As soon as his pulse 
rose a slight oozing of blood took place, aud 
endeavours were made to find the bleeding 
vessels, but in vain. Mr. Vincent then 
made an incision in the direction of the 
popliteal artery, with the intention of tying 
it; but as no pulsation could be felt in it, 
this measure was not proceeded with. The 
fomentations were continued for an hour 
and a half, and so much spirit was given 
to him that he became tipsy. The ooz- 
ing continued; no vessels could be seen 
bleeding, and Mr. Vincent filled the wound 
with lint, and left , the patient, having di- 
rected some saline medicine to be given 
every four hours. He went on well again 
until the 8th of November, when haemor- 
rhage ensued, but to a slight extent only. 
The wound was opened, no bleediBg vessels 
however could be detected, and it was again 
filled with lint, and the haemorrhage ceased. 
Up to this time he had been allowed meat 
diet ; Mr. Vincent now ordered him a milk 
diet, and to take the following draught 
every six hours : — 

R Aluminis , 9i ; 

TV. cinchona comp., $i ; 

Inf us. ros. comp., Jiss. 

On the 10 ih bleeding came on again, and 
was rather profuse. Mr. Earle being in an 
adjoining ward was called to him, when he 
found it necessary to give him brandy, and 


as soon as the patient had recovered from 
the syncope, an incision was made, by 
which the popliteal artery was exposed and 
immediately secured. 

Nov. 30. There has been no repetition of 
the bleeding, and the patient appears to be 
proceeding fuvourably. 


HOSPICE DE LA PITIE. 

CANCER OF THE NOSE — EXTIRPATION. 

G , aetat. 32, was admitted in May 

last, with a carcinomatous affection of the 
nose ; the disease was of about two years* 
standing, and seemed to extend over the 
cartilages of the nostrils and the septum, 
which had degenerated into a large ulcerat- 
ed tumour. After having watched the case 
for some time, M. Lisfranc, who was of 
opinion that it was a case of superficial can- 
cer, performed the following operation 
Two semi-elliptic incisions were made, by 
which the diseased part was circumscribed ; 
the skin, with the subjacent cellular tissue, 
which was found to be the principal seat of 
disease, was dissected off the surface of the 
cartilages, scraped with a bistoury, and tiled 
touched with the nitrate of silver, espe- 
cially at those parts where the disease did 
not seem to have been entirely removed by 
the knife. After a few days, the eschar 
having come away, healthy granulation be- 
gan to take place, and cicatrization was 
completed withiu a short time. 


HOPITAL BEAUJON. 

FRACTURE OF THE NECK OF THE THIGH- 
* BONE AND OF THE OS PUBIS. 

A young girl of robust constitution, but 
who had of late presented symptoms of men- 
tal derangement, threw herself, on the 7th 
of October, from a window on the second 
floor. On being taken up, she was found to 
have a slight wound in the neck, and a vio- 
lent contusion over the right hip. Twenty- 
five leeches were immediately applied, and 
on the next morning she was brought into 
the hospital. There was much swelling and 
ecchymosis at the upper and external part 
of the hip ; the patient could not move the 
thigh, and complained of violent pain when- 
ever it was raised ; the limb was not short- 
ened or distorted in any direction, nor could 
any crepitation he heard on motion. The 
limb was placed on a double-inclined plane, 
and the patient ordered to be bled. During 
the following .days delirium acceded, with 
tenderness of the abdomen and tympanitis, 
and suppression of the urine and faeces, and 
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she died on the 14th of October. On exa- 
mination, the muscles which cover the joint 
were found much contused and infiltrated 
with blood; the articular cavity was filled 
with a thin reddish turbid fluid, and the 
neck of the thigh-bone, at about three liues 
from the shaft, was obliquely fractured. 
The fragments being in close contact with 
one another, accounts for the absence of 
distortion after the accident. The cellular i 
tissue of the pelvic cavity round the blad- i 
der and rectum was infiltrated with a 
brownish matter, particularly at the right 
side, where the horizontal branch of the os 
pubis was found fractured at the distance of 
about a line from the spina pubis, The 
fragments were about three lines distant 
from each other ; the external fragment 
being drawn upwards and outwards. — Lane, 
Franc . 


HOP1TAL DE LA PITIE, 

LITHOTOMY. 

C , aetat. 60, of a feeble constitution, i 

had, during the last nine years, been labour- 
ing under symptoms of stone in the bladder. 
Being admitted at the hospital under the 
care of M. Velpeau, lithotrity had been 
tried, but without success ; the stone being 
very large, M. Velpeau was rather disposed 
to perform the high operation. M. Lisfranc, 
however, declared himself against it, and 
the lateral operation was accordingly de- 
cided upon, and performed on the 21st of 
October. After the incision in the bladder, 
the stone was easily grasped, bat proved to 
be so large, that all attempts at extraction 
failed, and M. Velpeau was obliged to en- 
large the wound, first in a lateral direction, 
and then by dividing the prostate. The 
forceps being now re-introduqted, tips stone 
was again seized, and at last, though not 
without violent efforts, extracted : it was of 
an oval form, two inches, and a half in its 
large, and two inches in its small diameter. 
Contrary to what had been supposed from 
the previous examination with the sound, 
no other calculus was felt iu the bladder, 
which was large, but healthy. On the 29th 
of October the patient was going on favour- 
ably ; the hypogastric region was neither 
tense nor tender; the urine still passed 
through the wound. — Ibid,. 


HOTEL DIEU. 

OBLITERATION OF THE VAGINA. 

Angel. Andre, aetat. 22, was admitted 
on the 12th of August with violent colic 
pain, which she attributed to a stone in the 
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bladder, but which, on examining the geni- 
tals, was found to be caused by the accumu- 
lation of the menstrual blood in the uterus, in 
consequence of the vagina being obliterated. 
She had been quite well until about three 
months ago, when, in consequence of great 
excesses in drinking and debauchery, she 
was seized with violent inflammation of the. 
genitals, which terminated in gangrene ; 
the extremity of the clitoris, the nymph ae, 
and part of the large labia, went into morti- 
fication ; the vagina ulcerated, and, after the 
inflammation had subsided, was found to be 
completely obliterated. In other respects 
the girl was quite well, but, at the time of 
the menses, the blood accumulated, and 
caused a sensation of weight and sharp 
colic pain in the hypogastric region. At 
the next menstrual period, these symptoms 
returned with increased violence ; the colic, 
pain, the attacks of which curiously enough 
always began at noon and ceased at about 
six o’clock in the evening, was Very in- 
tense, and the patient experienced great 
difficulty in making water, and passing the 
•tools. It was then only that she ap- 
plied to a medical practitioner, who ad- 
I vised her to go into the H6tel-Dieu, 

I where the genitals were found to be in the 
following stale : The laTge and small labia, 
as well as the extremity of the clitoris, were 
entirely wanting ; the orifice of the vagina 
was very small, and terminated at about half 
an inch in a “ cul de sac at the left iliac 
region there was a large tumour, which could 
also be felt by the finger iu the rectum ; it 
was of a globular form, moveable, and ex- 
hibited distinct fluctuation, and no doubt 
was entertained that it was the upper por- 
tion of the vagina distended with blood. 
On the 10th of August the following ope- 
ration was performed by JVI. Dupuytren : a 
long trocar was passed into the contracted 
orifice of the vagina and plunged into the 
tumour, and the opening thus made was 
enlarged in several directions with a bis- 
touri, carried along the canula of the trocar. 
A large quantity of dark, viscid, inodorous 
blood was thus evacuated, and the cavity 
having been washed out by the injection of 
warm water, a further examination .of the 
parts was made. The parietes of the vagina 
were found to be adherent to one another for 
the space of about two inches, beyond which 
was a very considerable dilatation which had 
contained the menstrual fluid ; the os uteri 
appeared to be closed. A tube of gum elas- 
tic was introduced into the vagina, and the 
patient went on well for a fortnight, when 
she was attacked with pneumonia which 
proved fatal in about nine weeks. It is re- 
markable that the pain in the chest appear- 
ed to be relieved by the removal of the 
canula and increased by its re-introduction. 
A similar case is related in a late number 
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of the Landette Frartfaise, by M. Patrix; 
the patient had, after delivery, been affected 
with peritonitis and inflammation of the 
genitals, which terminated in gangrene ; a 
great portion of the external genitals slough- 
ed away, and the vagina became completely 
obliterated, although every-thing was done 
to prevent it. By the continued use of lint- 
tents, however, M. Patrix succeeded in te^ 
producing the former canal ; the woman sub- 
sequently became pregnant and was safely 
delivered. 

In i case of congenital obliteration of the 
vagina, which was admitted in 1829, M. 
Dupuytren evacuated, by the operation, 
more than three pints of viscous dark-colour- 
ed, but inodorous, blood; the patient was 
twenty- two years of age, and had, according 
to her statement, felt the first symptoms 
of menstrual congestion in her fourteenth 
year. She got perfectly well after the ope- 
ration. The blood was submitted to chemi- 
cal analysis by M.Thenard, who convinced 
himself that it did not contain the least par- 
ticle of fibrine or serum. — Lane. Frang, 


HOPITAL DE LA CHARITE. 

EX ARTICULATION AT THE SHOULDER-JOINT. 

TRANSFUSION OF BLOOD. 

C. A. was on the 29th of July brought to 
the hospital With a gunshot wound at the 
right shoulder. On examination, the bone 
having been found to be minutely fractured, 
exarti dilation at the shoulder-joint was 
immediately decided upon, and performed 
M. Roux. No unfavourable symptom 
occurred after the operation, the wound 
began to heal up, and had even cicatrised 
for the greater part, when, on the 25th day, 
a slight discharge of blood took place from 
the ununited part of the wound, and was 
soon followed by real haemorrhage, so that 
M. Roux, finding the application of external 
remedies without any effect, resolved upon 
tying the subclavian artery below the cla- 
vicle, according to Scarpa’s method, viz., by 
interposing a small cylinder of adhesive 
plaster. The haemorrhage was thus arrested , 
and the patient again went on favourably 
for about a week, at the end of which, how- 
ever, a new haemorrhage took place from the 
wound of the last operation. The usual 
remedies failed again in arresting the blood, 
and M. Houx saw himself obliged to tie the 
artery for a second time above the clavicle ; 
two ligatures were applied, and the artery 
divided between them. The haemorrhage 
was, however, not arrested, and the blood 
continued to ooze from the wound of the first 
ligature, at the same time pleuritis began to 
develop itself ; the patient was extremely 
exhausted with delirium at intervals* sad in 


a state of the greatest depletion, so that M* 
Roux decided upon resorting to transfusion 
as the last resource. At the commence- 
ment of the operation there seemed to be a 
resistance to the blood passing into the vein, 
but it was soon overcome, and the operator 
succeeded in injecting about a pint of blood, 
which, however, could have Scarcely reached 
the heart, when the patient was suddenly 
seized with a fit of suffocation and died in- 
stantly. On examination, several fragments 
of bone were found in the wonnd from the 
amputation, near the origin of the external 
thoracic artery, where the cylinder of stick- 
ing-plaster had been applied ; the subcla- 
vian was ulcerated, the two other ligaturea 
had not produced any alteration in the vessel. 
The heart and left subclavian vein contained 
much coagulated blood ; the left lung con* 
tained some small abscesses. — Gaz. Med . de 
Paris . 


CHOLERA MORBUS IN RUSSIA. 

At the sitting of the Institut National on 
the 2nd of November, a letter was read from 
M. Gamba* the French consul at Tiflis, on 
the commencement of the epidemy which is 
at present raging in Russia, and seems to 
threaten all Europe. The disease had shown 
itself in the autumn of 1829, at Teheran and 
Casbin, on the frontiers of Persia, and 
seemed to have been completely Checked by 
the intense cold of the ensuing winter ; in 
the spring of 1830 it broke out again at 
Tauris and Ghilao, and spreading along the 
western shore of the Caspian Sea, reached 
Lankerain, Soliam, Bakou, Dezbeu, and 
Astrachan, where its progress was for & 
short time arrested. It soon, however, ex- 
tended further, and reached Tiflis on the 
8th of August. On that day thrednoldiera 
of the garrison were seized with it and died 
within a few hours. It was rapidly propa- 
gated throughout the whole town, which 
was, on the 13th, filled with alarm and con- 
fusion, so that every -body fled and took 
refuge in insolated houses ; the bazaars, 
caravanserais, and all public places, were 
shut up, and the population of Tiflis thus 
suddenly decreased from 30,000 to 8000# 
The poverty of the inhabitants, the intense 
heat of the season, and, above all, the scar- 
city of medical practitioners, seem to have 
contributed towards the extraordinary mor- 
tality and rapid propagation of the disease. 
Of the nine physicians who practise at Tiflis, 
four died within a short time. On an ave- 
rage, the disease was fatal eight hour* after 
the appearance of the first symptoms, it 
began with a fit of syncope, which was fol- 
lowed by vomiting and diarrhoea, violent 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



CORRESPONDENTS, 


351 


convulsions, cramps, cold of the whole bod y 
and death. Bleeding, calomel, opium, and 
ether, had been employed without effect. 
Criminals were ordered to place the dead 
on litters, and can y them to the plaoe of in- 
terment, where they . were buried in their 
clothes, M. Gamba regrets that he cannot 
communicate any instances of generous de- 
votion, which, he says, is completely want- 
ing in Asia; he reports, on the contrary, a 
remarkable case of insensibility in a rich 
merchant, who within five days, lost his 
wife, mother, brother, and another near re- 
lative living with him ; he had fled from the 
house on the first appearance of the disease, 
and returned within a few days after the 
decease of his family, not to bewail the 
dead, but to marry a beautiful young Arme- 
nian. 

From the 8th of August to the 8th of 
September 5000 persons died at Tiflis and 
tbe neighbourhood. The same number 
have, according to late communications, 
perished at Tauris, where the plague had 
shown itself at the same time, but without 
its usual destructive character. — From the 
Lane. Franc, and the Gaz. Medic * 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

CommukiCations received from Dr. H. 

C. Field— M j. Rennie — Mr. T. M. Green- 
how— J. SlC. — Dr. G. — Dr. West — Mr. W. 
R. C. Clark — Mr. R. S. Richardson — Mr. 
Vaughan — Mr. R. Edwards — Dr. Home— 
Mr. Samuel Smith— Mr. Richardson — Mr. 

R. Thornhill — L. G. — Mr. Fergusson — Mr. 
H. Peter — Mr. Cazenove — Freewill — E. C. 

D. — Mr. Yates— M. J. Hutton — Mr. Nicol 
— Dr. Frederick — V. V. — Mr. Webster — W. 

S. — A Surgical Pupil of Guy’s — Mr. Clark 
— Mr* Hamilton — Mr. Cattley — Y. Z. — Mr. 
Firth — Mr. Dermott— Judge not — Mr. A. 
Scott— Mr. Baldwin — A Surgeon-Accou- 
cheur — A Reformer— A Medical Pupil — 
Caustic — A Surgical Radical — Mr. Willson 
— Mr. Corss — Mr. Thomas Long — A Look- 
er-on — A Friend — Extract from Manchester 
Advertiser — Mr. Everitt — Mr. Woodham — 
A University Student — A Hater of Bats — 
Mr. Fowell — A Bartholomew’s Pupil — Mr. 
Pearson — One of the Rubbed-out — Mr. 
Green— Dr. Nagle — Dr. Duval — Obstetri- 
cus, London, 4-—Obstetricus, Stepney, 1 — 
Obstetricus, York, 1 — Argus. 

A Surgeon- Accoucheur, The Apothe- 
caries* Act does not give tbe Company any 
control over surgeons or accoucheurs. 

Inquirer . Eighteen persons petitioned 
for the charter which was granted by George 

A Subscriber « JVc contend that a regu- 


larly-educated medical man, whether phy- 
sician or surgeon, can prescribe and dispense 
his own prescriptions ; but curiously enough, 
according to the terms of the Apothecaries’ 
Act, a member of the College of Surgeons 
cannot dispense the prescription of a legally 
authorized physician without subjecting 
himself to a penalty of 20/. Tbe druggist 
is liable to no such penalty. Such is the 
blessed state of medical law. If a single 
writer in tbe medical journals of that day 
bad understood the subject, the Apotheca- 
ries’ Act could not have passed the Legis- 
lature. 

A Reformist is referred to the foregoing 
reply. He stands in little danger ; but the 
judges of the Common Pleas decided, in the 
case of Allison v. Hay don, that a surgeon 
could not recover for medicines which ho 
had prescribed and administered in a medi- 
cal case. Typhus fever, in that instance, 
was the medical case for which the surgeon 
had attended. 

Lex. A Charter cannot repeal an Act of 
Parliament. The 18th Geo. II was not re- 
pealed, although the Surgeons* Company 
failed to comply with its ordinances. It is 
one of the royal prerogatives to restore cor- 
porate privileges that may fall iu to disuse. 
The Charter of Geo. Ill is a mere repetition 
of the 18th Geo. II, but the dignified term 
of ** College” was then given to the Com- 
pany. 

An Enemy to Humbug , in noticing an 
inflated paragraph which appeared in The 
Times at the beginning of November, relat- 
ing to Oxford, entitlea “ University Intelli- 
gence,” trusts that no such delusive state- 
ments will prevent Englishmen from visiting 
the continental universities. He says, 
“ When the library of the College of Physi- 
cians shall be alike accessible to all its mem- 
bers. and to the profession at large (for tbis 
College is tbe monopoly of Cambridge and 
Oxford), and when these Colleges shall, in 
the liberal current of the times, have opened 
their doors to the public in general, for a 
trifling pecuniary consideration, then the 
professors will be known , and men can ap* 
predate their worth/* 

j y. The west-end practitioner was pro- 
bably correct in his statement. Puncturing 
the pustules in small-pox to prevent dis- 
figurement, has been practised with much 
success. 

A Medical Pupil . Tbe opportunities for 
medical studies in America are not equal to 
those of France. In the schools of London 
there are many American students. 

A Constant Reader states, “ that he has 
served nearly three years to a chemist and 
druggist, has attended two courses of sur* 
gical and clinical lectures, and can read a 
prescription well, but that the gentleman to 
whom he is apprenticed will not allow him 
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to dispense.” The case of our correspondent 
is, certainly, very peculiar, as the complaints 
of ninety-nine apprentices out of every 
hundred are directly opposed to his. Un- 
til we are in possession of the whole of 
the facts, we cannot prescribe a remedy. 
He must refer to his indentures, the condi- 
tions of which, each subscribing party is 
bound by law strictly to fulfil. 

A hooker -on* The writer displays much 
sound sense in his denunciations of non- 
medical coroners. The Harrogate Coro- 
ner, in the case of Mr. Williams, in neglect- 
ing to have the body opened, failed to 
discharge his duty, though the attorney 
would not have been a whit the wiser, wliat- 
x ever might have been the appearances. W e 
are decidedly of opinion that the arsenical 
solution was not the cause of death. 

The notice forwarded by Mr. J . Green 
would be charged at the Stamp Office as an 
advertisement. 

We are of opinion that those practition- 
ers who are sufficiently bold and liberal to 
publish interesting cases, with a view to add 
to our stores of knowledge, should not be 
subjected to the castig ations of anonymous 
critics. Of course we do not mean to be 
understood as declaring that all anonymous 
criticisms are objectionable, but it is not 
manly to conceal the arm which points the 
“ finger of scorn.” 

A Turnpike Man could become a gover- 
nor by paying the fee. There is election 
for governors at that hospital. 

A . R . K Thanks ; it may prove of ser- 
vice. 

The medicines prescribed by TV. S. are 
in common use, and the effects produced 
by them in the case of J. D. were not un- 
usual. Nevertheless, the treatment was 
judicious, and the result fortunate. 

Mr. Martin Van Butchell resides in Broad 
Street, Golden Square. He is a regularly- 
educated surgeon, and has been recom- 
mended by Sir Astley Cooper in cases of 
diseased rectum. 

Mr. E. Campbell . The operation of ty- 1 
ing the carotid, by Mr. Brodie, in conse- 
quence of haemorrhage after the abstraction 
of a tooth, was performed in 1817. The 
details of the case may be found in the 
eighth volume of the Medico-Cbirurgical 
Transactions, page 224. 

A Country Practitioner reminds us, that 
the Apothecaries’ Company have awarded 
prizes to students for their acquirements 
in botany. The occurrence had escaped 
our notice, and it certainly is not a very 
important one. Is it a company of her- 
balists 1 If they award any prizes at all, 
why do they not award them for attain- 
ments in the higher branches of medical 
knowledge! Botany, as it is now studied 
by medical pupils, is almost extra-profes- 


sional, and little better ikan^ Wfat fttf va-> 
luable time. the Company award pub-* 
lie examinations to tb^students. The hints 
contained in the concluding part of the 
letter of our friend ;at’ Yeovil, will not be 
forgotten. i \ C 

Mr. Light body, of^Hasgow, has sent us ' 
an account of some c safes of rheumatism and 
internal inflammation, which were success- 
fully treated by the warm bath. The parti- 
culars are not sufficiently interesting for pub 4 
lication. i ‘ 

Repot'ter . The Goose Egg next week. 
Inquirer , Anti- Quack, and others. The 
petition and affidavit have been forwarded 
to the Lords of the Treasury, but the soli- 
citor, Mr. Henson, informs us that we may 
not receive their reply for some length of 
time. For the information of our corre- 
spondents, we will give some particulars of 
the account in our next Number. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


The Phrenological Journal to Dec. 1830. 

Science without a Head ; or, the Royal 
Society dissected. By One of the 687 
F.R.S.’s. London, Nov. 1830. Ridgway, 

pp. 122. 

Selections from Gregory’s “ Conspectus 
Medicinae Theoreticae,” and Celsus “ de 
Medicink containing the first Ten Chap- 
ters of Gregory, and the First and Third 
Books of Celsus ; the parts fixed upon by 
the Court for the Examination of Candidates. 
For the use of Medical Students. By S. F. 
Leach. London, Highlev, 1830, pp. 293. 

A Grammatical Introduction to the Lon- 
don Pharmacopoeia and Preface. By S. F. 
Leach. 2nd edit. London, 1828, pp. 180. 

A New Mode of Ventilating Hospitals, 
Ships, Prisons, &c., being an efficient method 
of Destroying Contagion. By George Haw- 
thorne, M.D. London, Longman, 1830. 
18mo, pp. 84. 

Parts 1, 2, 3, of Illustrations of Mr. S. 
Cooper’s Surgical Dictionary, published 
monthly. Four Lithographic Plates, with 
Descriptions and References in each No. 
London, Longman, 1830, 8vo. 

Some Observations on Fumigating and 
other Baths, with a Summary of Cases treat- 
ed by J. Green, M.R.C.S. London, 1830. 
pp. 67. 

The Veterinarian to December, 1830. 
Underwood’s Celsus to Part 10. 
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Elements of Pathology , and Practice of 
Physic . By John Mackintosh, M.D., 
&c. &c. Vol. II. Edinburgh ; Carfrae 
and Son : London ; Longman. 1830. 8vo. 
pp. 467. 

Although the volume before us contains 
evidence of great merit, yet we cannot be- 
stow upon it so high a commendation as we 
did on its predecessor. Many parts of it 
indeed are in every respect equal to the con- 
tents of the first volume,' and alike instruc- 
tive to the student and creditable to the 
author ; but others bear evident marks of 
haste or carelessness, and appear to be com- 
posed rather from the statements of others 
than his own experience, even, indeed, 
where the disease in question must have 
frequently come under his notice. 

The first three chapters on the diseases of 
the brain and spinal chord, are excellent in 
every respect except the arrangement, apo- 
plexy and insauity being placed among the 
latter, or, at least, in the same chapter with 
them, and separate from the other diseases 
of the brain. This is, however, of compara- 
tively little consequence, and the account of 
these obscure and complicated diseases is 
certainly much better than is to be found in 
any English work of the kind. 

When speaking of the functions of the 
brain, the author forcibly combats the theory 
of Dr. Abercrombie, that the quantity of 
blood in that organ is the same in every 
state of the circulation, observing,— 

t( Were Dr. Abercrombie’s hypothesis 
correct, the circulation in the head, and con- 
sequently the functions of the brain, ought 
not to be materially affected by position ; it 
ought to be all the same, whether the body 
were supported upon the crown of the head, 
or on the tuberosities of tbe ischia. In a 
practical point of view, then, both experi- 
ence and common sense loudly rebel at the 
No. 380 . 1 


bare idea of such notions as those entertain- 
ed by this ingenious author ; for if it were 
wished to subdue a true inflammatory action 
in the arterial system of the brain, a vein 
must not on any account be opened, and 
more particularly the jugular, because, by 
emptying the venous system within the 
skull, or doing any- thing which.has a tend- 
ency to empty it, as a matter of course it 
must follow, that the quantum of blood in 
the arteries will be increased in the same 
ratio, because the vessels of the brain must 
always contain the same quantity, — if there 
be too little in the veins, a proportional accu- 
mulation must take place in the arteries. 
Upon the same hypothesis, the converse 
must also hold good, viz. that when there is 
great accumulation'of blood in the veins of the 
head, acute action ought to be an impossibi- 
lity ; and the most effectual method of extin- 
guishing inflammation in the brain, would be 
to place ligatures on the jugulars, or by some 
other means to impede the return of blood 
from the head. Cupping, leeching, and the 
application of ice to the head, ought also upon 
this principle to be injurious rather than be- 
neficial, and the head and shoulders should be 
placed in a dependent rather than an elevat- 
ed position. In conducting this important 
critical examination, I have not availed my- 
self of the arguments which could be fairly 
drawn from the experiments of Drs. Carson 
and Barry, by which it would appear that 
the heart exerts a sucking as well as well as 
a propelling power, and according to which f 
Dr. Abercrombie would have still greater 
difficulties to contend with ; neither have I 
taken advantage of certain anatomical facts 
respecting the cavities in the brain — the 
free communication between the brain and 
the bony canal which contains the spinal 
marrow, nor of the serous fluid which m 
known to exist in and about the brain and 
spinal marrow, and which is found on dissec- 
tion to vary so much in appearance and in 
quantity.”*— pp. 19, 20. 

He is not, however, so happy in his ob- 
jections to another proposition of the same 
writer, viz.; that the heart does not exer- 
cise through the arteries any material pres- 
sure on the brain, and the case which he 
A A 
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adduces 4f the bursting of an aneurism 
within the skull, and the consequent break- 
ing down of the substance of the brain, 
does not appear to us to bear at all upon the 
point in question, for under such circum- 
stances, the force of the heart would be very 
much increased by the extension of the sur- 
face of the compressing fluid. We do not 
deem it desirable to enter into the details 
either pathological or therapeutical, hut we 
cannot refrain from quoting, at length, for 
our pages will be well occupied with them, 
the admirable observations on acute hydro- 
cephalus, and the very just and forcible ar- 
guments against the view adopted by Dr. 
Monro, in his morbid anatomy of the brain, 
in reference to the nature of this disease. 
We recommend them to the perusal of those 
who think with this author, that the effusion | 
in the disease in question depends, not on 
inflammation, but on debility. 

“ The only point of inquiry which it is 
necessary to pursue is, What is the cause of 
the effusion ? Is it the product of inflamma- 
tion ? The best pathologists of the present 
day, consider it as proceeding for the most 
part from inflammatory action of the mem- 
branes of the brain ; but at the same time 
there can be no doubt that a serous effusion 
is frequently the consequence of any cause 
obstructing, or even retarding, the circula- 
tion in the head. Thus it is believed to be 
occasioned by venous engorgement ; and 
dissection affords us positive proof that it is 
often owing to obstructions in the great ve- 
nous channels in the head. Others allege 
that hydrocephalus is produced by debility. 
This is a pathological question of the utmost 
practical importance, because the remedies 
will be depletory in a certain stage of the 
disease, according to the one view, and the 
opposite in all the stages according to the 
other. In order to place the subject in a 
clear point of view, I shall take the liberty 
of offering a few criticisms upon the work of 
Professor Monro,* because it is the last 
published work upholding views which I 
conceive to be erroneous. At page 101, 
Dr. Monro states, that before subscribing 
to the hypothesis, that the effusion in hy- 
drocephalus is owing to some degree of in- 
flammatory action, * it is necessary to in- 
quire whether this disease usually occurs in 
persons who are disposed to inflammatory 
disorders at or near the meridian of life, 
when the human body is most liable to 
suffer from inflammatory diseases. With 
regard to the first of these points it may be 

* Entitled the Morbid Anatomy of the Brain, 


observed, that Jiydroc3|phalus is so rare after 
puberty, when the constitution is most 
liable to inflammatory disorders, that Cullen 
and other writers of eminence have described 
it as being peculiar only to infancy. That 
the disease is rather to be imputed to dehi- 
lity t follows from the well-known fact, that 
hydrocephalus is frequently a disease which 
may be traced to bad nursing, improper food, 
dentition, the sequel of the most tedious 
and debilitating disorders, as hooping- 
cough and scarlatina.’ 

** Cullen’s authority is a most unlucky 
one to quote in the present day for the true 
pathology of any disease, and more particu- 
larly of any disease of the brain. In thb 
work of this author, there are only two 
pages and seven lines devoted to a detail of 
the symptoms, causes, pathology, and treat- 
ment, of all the inflammatory affections of 
the brain and its membranes ; and all that 
he has said respecting hydrocephalus is 
comprised in three lines, in the shape of an 
erroneous definition ! It is a fact, however, 
that children, particularly those under two 
or three years of age, are peculiarly liable 
to inflammation of the brain, from several 
causes: — 1st, From the wonderful changes 
which take place in the circulation early in 
life ; 2d, The large size of the head at that 
period in proportion to the rest of the body ; 
3d, The change the brain undergoes in ap- 
pearance and consistency; 4th, the great 
activity of the circulation, and the high state 
of irritability of the nervous system at that 
period of life ; 5th, Difficult dentition, 
which perpetually excites a determination 
of blood towards the head. Besides these 
causes, accounting for the frequency of the 
disease, something must be said respecting 
its fatality in infants. Children cannot tell 
their feelings, nor direct the attention of 
practitioners to the seat of the disease. 
When they are fretful or peevish, it is too 
often attributed to bad temper, to the state 
of the bowels, or to the irritation of the 
gums from the advancement of teeth ; and 
the disease in the brain, as has already 
been shown, often advances in the most 
insidious manner, till convulsions or corns 
take place ; and even the latter symptoms, 
although observed in its progress, is too 
often overlooked until the patients become^ 
insensible and perfectly comatose. Bad 
nursing and improper food, upon Which Dr. 
Monro has laid so much stress in proof of 
his own views, certainly tend to produce 
debility; but children badly nursed, insuf- 
ficiently clothed, who are allowed to remain 
wet, and receive improper food into the 
stomach, are far more liable to inflammation, 
ending in ulceration of the .bowels ; at all 
events, they will be more liable than healthy 
children to irregular determination of blood, 
and, from want of rigour in the constitn* 
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tion , venous congestion takes place, and the 
vessels of the head suffer, aud the effusion 
may take place as a consequence ; or sub* 
acute inflammatory action will be lighted up 
in the brain. The experienced eye of a 
careful observer will be able, in general, to 
detect the disease in the brain, although it 
is not announced by symptoms so violent, or 
of such high-toned character, as Dr. Monro 
seems to expect should be produced, if ac- 
tual inflammation had taken place. That 
venous congestion of the vessels of the head 
terminating in effusion, and that inflamma- 
tion of the membranes of the brain, should 
sometimes take place in hooping-cough and 
Bcarlatina, which Dr. Monro designates as 
debilitating disorders, is uot to be wondered 
at, if the reader will study nature, or refer 
to the pathological descriptions given of 
these diseases in their proper places in the 
first volume of this work. 

* ( Dr. Monro next asserts, that if hydro- 
cephalus were an inflammatory disease, it 
ought, like inflammation of the lungs, and 
- other inflammatory complaints, to be more 
prevalent in robust men* during the period 
of life when the human frame is most prone 
to ether inflammations. Dr. Monro might 
have known that the period of life at which 
inflammatory complaints most frequently 
occur, is in infancy and childhood ; and that 
for one inflammatory fever or inflammation 
of the lungs, or of any other orgau, iu robust 
men during the prime of life, we meet with 
at least fifty in infancy and childhood. 

“ Dr. Monro makes an erroneous state- 
ment respecting the opinions of two distin- 
guished French pathologists. * If it be 
supposed (says Dr. M.), that hydrocepha- 
lus is always connected with inflammation 
of the braiu ; and that inflammation gives 
rise to the softening of that organ, which is 
the favourite opinion of Lallemand, Rostan, 
and others ; in that case the brain should be 
found invariably in a softened state, which 
is not consonant to my observations.* But 
I have already shown that modern patho- 
logists do not assert that the effusion is 
always caused by inflammation ; it is some- 
times produced by venous congestion, and 
by any mechanical cause impeding the cir- 
culation. Neither Lallemand nor Rostan 
attributes the softened state of the braiu to 
inflammation of the membranes , Which Dr. 
Monro appears to confound with inflamma- 
tion of the substauce of the brain, and who 
lias also attributed to Rostan an opinion 
quite contraiy to that which Rostan actu- 
ally maintains. At page 104 of his work 
already quoted, he explicitly states, that 
although softening is occasionally produced 
by inflammation of the brain, yet that it 
sometimes takes place unconnected with 
inflammation, and is a peculiar degenera- 


tion, which has its own signs and proper 
characters. 

“At page 103, Dr. Monro further urges, 
that 4 If inflammation of the brain had given 
rise to this species of hydrocephalus (acute), 
the attack of the disease should be sudden 
and well-marked, and its course rapid, like 
to that of phrenitis ; whereas the origin ’of 
the disease is generally not well-marked ; 
indeed, so much so, as often to escape the 
notice of the parent, and even that of the 
experienced physician/ And he further 
states, that 4 It is admitted, even by those 
who impute hydrocephalus to an inflamma- 
tion of the brain, that the symptoms of 
phrenitis are well-marked, whereas those of 
hydrocephalus are often very obscure/ It 
has already been shown how very insidious 
inflammatory affections of the brain are, 
even in adults, they cannot be more so in 
young subjects; but the reader shall see 
what Cullen himself says on phrenitis in his 
4 Outlines,* at page 103. 4 Many of the 

symptoms by which this disease (phrenitis) 
is most commonly judged to be present, 
have appeared, when from certain considera- 
tions it was presumed, and even from dis- 
section it appeared, that there had been no 
internal inflammation; and, on the other 
hand, dissections have shown that the 
brain had been inflamed, when few of the 
peculiar symptoms of frenzy had before 
appeared/ And Dr. Monro concludes, that 
if acute hydrocephalus be owing to an in- 
flammatory state of the brain, ( there ought 
to be no distinction as to the symptoms, 
origin, progress, and consequences, of phre- 
nitis and hydrocephalus/ To make the 
statement still stronger, be quotes Cullen’s 
definition of phrenitis, and then states with 
great self-complacency, that * the symp- 
toms of this species of hydrocephalus do not 
correspond with the above definition/ My 
readers will find Cullen’s definition in a pre- 
vious page, where it has been shown to be 
erroneous ; and if any further proof is want- 
ing to show its absurdity, it (may be easily 
obtained at the bed-side, or from Dr. Aber- 
crombie’s work on the brain. 

“ 4 One of the most striking features of in- 
flammation of the brain (says Dr. Monro, 
at page 104) is the state of the pulse ; but 
that character is also wanting in hydro- 
cephalus; for the state of the pulse is 
widely different from that of a person afflict- 
ed by apoplexy or inflammation of the brain. 
It is not full as iu the former, or hard as in 
the latter. It is no doubt quick, as in 
other diseases which are the effect of de- 
bility. Besides, no author, who has de- 
scribed the symptoms of phrenitis, has 
stated that the pulse becoihes slower some 
time after the commencement of the dis- 
order/ It is almost unnecessary to com- 
ment upon the erroneous statements made 
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in these passages ; but this opportunity may 
be taken to mention, that Morgagni lias 
clearly shown the great varieties of the 
pulse in acute diseases ; and there are few 
practitioners of the present day, who are 
not well acquainted with the varieties of the 
pulse iu cases of head affections. Dr. Aber- 
crombie, in giving a general view of the 
symptoms which indicate inflammatory affec- 
tions within the head in adults, makes the 
following observation at page 12 : — * The 
pulse is about the natural standard or below 
it, frequently about 60/ And again:— 

* The pulse having continued from 70 to 80 
through the whole course of the disease/ 
After alluding, at page 14, to tho circum- 
stance of the pulse becoming slower some- 
time after the commencement of the disease, 
be observes — ‘ As the pulse falls, the pa- 
tient is disposed to sleep— this is perhaps 
considered as favourable ; it falls to the 
natural standard, he then sleeps almost con- 
stantly, and in another day this sleep termi- 
nates in coma. The pulse then begins to 
rise again ; it rises to extreme frequency, 
and in a few days more the patient dies/ 

ft Is it not a curious circumstance, that 
Cullen, in the seventy lines, which is all 
that he has written on inflammatory affec- 
tions of the brain, does not notice the state 
of the pulse, neither does he mention it in 
his definition 1 

4 * At page 110, Dr. Monro tries to force 
an invariable connexion between hydroce- 
phalus and dropsy, both depending on de- 
bility ; now, if this were true, children ought 
to be very liable to dropsical affections in 
other parts of the body, which is decidedly 
not the case; but, nevertheless, looking 
pathologically at these affections, there is a 
strong analogy. Dropsy sometimes arises 
from inflammation; so does hydrocepha- 
lus. Dropsy sometimes arises from mor- 
bid alterations in the structure of the heart ; 
so does hydrocephalus. Dropsy is some- 
times produced by disease of the lungs, 
and particularly bronchitis; so is hydro- 
cephalus. Dropsy in the belly frequently 
depends on diseases of the liver impeding 
the circulation ; so does hydrocephalus oc- 
casionally depend on obstructions in the 
venous system of the head. Dropsy some- 
times depends on diseases of the kidneys ; 
so does hydrocephalus. Lastly, dropsy is 
sometimes cured by bleeding; so is hydro- 
cephalus ! 

« I feel persuaded that this subject has 
been pursued far enough, perhaps my read- 
ers may think too far ; but its importance 
must be kept in recollection, as well as the 
talents of the author, and the reputation he 
has long since acquired as a morbid anato- 
mist.” 

We have already complained of the ar- 
rangement, and perhaps some farther objec- 


tion might be made to the placing of teta- 
nus, hydrophobia, chorea, and the other 
diseases generally denominated nervous, un- 
der the diseases of the spinal chord ; but 
all these affections are certainly in some 
way connected with the state of the centres 
of the nervous system, and Dr. Mackintosh 
has stated nothing which can possibly lead 
to an erroneous opinion as to their seat or 
nature ; we must, however, except the sec- 
tion on chorea from our general commenda- 
tion, the treatment proposed for this disease 
being very imperfect and unsatisfactory. It 
is stated to “ consist in keeping the bowels 
regularly open, by means of mild but fre- 
quently repeated laxative medicines, never 
allowing a day to pass without producing 
at least two alvine evacuations ; ** although 
the author has just before observed, that 
the “ opinion broached by Dr. Hamilton, 
senior, that cholera depends on a collection 
of feculent matter in the bowels, is decidedly 
erroneous.” Though some other remedies 
are slightly alluded to, the carbonate of iron, 
which has been productive of such marked 
benefit in the hands of Dr. Elliotson and 
some other practitioners, is not even men- 
tioned. 

From the section on insanity, which, though 
brief, contains much valuable information 
and just reasoning, we cannot refrain from 
uoting the following observations, which 
o not, however, belong to the author, but 
are taken from an unpublished paper by 
Dr. A.Coombe: — 

(< The symptoms indicative of insanity 
consist of deranged cerebral functions and 
local phenomena. Every sense, every ner- 
vous /unction, and every faculty of the mind, 
may be involved in the disease or not, and 
hence indescribable variety. The true stand- 
ard is the patient's own natural character , 
and not that of the physician or of philoso- 
phy. A person, from excess of development 
in one part of the brain, may be eccentric 
and singular in his mental manifestations, 
and yet his mental health may be entire. 
Before we can say he is mad, we must be 
able to show a departure from his habitual 
| state, which he is incapable of controlling. 

There is little to notice in the chapters on 
the diseases of the eye and ear, or on those of 
the skin ; the observations on erysipelas, 
which is treated of at considerable length, 
are, however, well deserving of attention. 
This cutaneous affection the author regards 
not as a peculiar and idiopathic disease, but 
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as only “ symptomatic of some internal 
affection, which may be a disorder of func- 
tion, or one proceeding from structural lesion 
of some internal organ/’ as u an inflamma- 
tion produced by one of those salutary 
efforts of the constitution, by which disease 
is sometimes removed or translated from one 
tissue to another; in this instance, from an 
internal organ, the functions of which are 
more immediately necessary to life, to the 
skin, which bos a less important part to act 
in the animal economy.” 

With this view of the subject we entirely 
coincide, and we are satisfied (hat its adop- 
tion must lead to a more rational treatment 
of the disease, or rather diseases in ques- 
tion,* the more striking, but less important 
phenomena of which have hitherto, by the 
majority of practitioners, been too exclu- 
sively attended to. A similar opinion is 
entertained by the author as to the patho- 
logy of gout, as may be seen from the fol- 
lowing extract, and certainly the arguments 
which he has adduced against the idiopathic 
natme of erysipelas, will apply with nearly 
equal force to this disease also, however un- 
reasonable it may appear, to some practi- 
tioners, to regard the local inflammation as 
a mere symptom, as a.phenomenon of secon- 
dary importance : — 

“ According to the views which I have 
taken of gout, 1 would regard it simply as an 
inflammation of the affected part, produced 
by an effort of the constitution to remove 
disease from internal parts to the surface of 
the body ; and therefore the inflammation 
of the toe is not to be regarded as a disease, 
but only as the occasional symptom of a 
disease, which may be one either of func- 
tion or of structure. This is proved by tak- 
ing a retrospective view of the causes of 
gout and the marks of constitutional dis- 
turbance, which always precede the inflam- 
mation of the part, by the production of a 
great increase of internal suffering, some- 
times of death, from the sudden recession of 
the external inflammation, and by the uni- 
versal belief of all who have either seen the 
disease or experienced its sufferings, that a 
gouty paroxysm clears the system of some- 
thing which had been acting injuriously 
upon it for some time previously.” 

It is hardly necessary for us to speak of 
the treatment of gout which is recommend- 
ed by Dr. Mackintosh ; our readers will 

* We do not here mean to include the diffuse 
inflammation of the cellular tissue, which is much 
more a local disease than true erysipelas. 


readily perceive, from the foregoing extract, 
that it is not of a specific kind, but rests 
upon general principles. We shall, there* 
fore, only extract his observations upon the 
remedy which has of late been particularly 
employed in this complaint. 

“ The colchicum auturanale has been 
highly recommended daring the paroxysms 
of gout, and has been used with the best 
effects, not only in alleviating the imme- 
diate sufferings of the patient, but in break- 
ing the severity of the disease ; it has, how- 
ever, no claim to the title of a specific* 
There is considerable difference of opinion 
among practical men, as to which prepara- 
tion of colchicum is the most efficacious ; 
some recommend the powder of the bulb ; 
others, that of the seed : many prefer the 
wine of the seed ; while others extol the 
acetic preparation. I have used all the 
preparations, but find a saturated infusion of 
the seeds in wine to answer better than 
any I have happened to meet with. It is to 
be exhibited, according to the age and con- 
stitution, in doses of from twenty to a hun- 
dred and twenty drops, conjoined either 
with the same quantity of tincture of liyos- 
ciamus, or with a half, or even a third part 
of tl}e sedative solution of opium, which I 
find to answer better than laudanum. In 
some cases, when the stomach is exceed- 
ingly irritable, and when the colchicum 
cannot be retained, 1 frequently apply 
leeches, or a blister, to the epigastric re- 
gion, and exhibit a pill with two, three, or 
four grains of calomel, and two of opium. 
Iu treating a case of gout with colchicum, 

1 by no means trust to it alone, as if it were 
a specific, but also attend carefully to the 
state of the bowels, and allay local inflam- 
mation in the same manner as if colchicum 
were not employed.” 

In the account of the diseases of the ute- 
rine organs there are too many surgical de- 
tails, while several points connected with 
the medical treatment are either omitted or 
too slightly noticed; there are, however, 
some valuable remarks on amenorrboea and 
dysmenorrhcea, the latter of which is stated 
to be not unfrequently dependent on a cir- 
cumstance which we do not remember to 
have seen mentioned by any other writer, 
viz., narrowness of the os uteri. Fifteen 
cases have occurred to the author in which 
this condition existed, and in all a cure was 
effected by the gradual dilatation of the part 
with metallic bougies, although “ none of 
the women operated upon had suffered for 
a shorter period than two years, some for 
three or four, and others for ten.”. 
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It will certainly, therefore, be worth while 
to make an examination in reference to this 
point, in all obstinate cases of the disease 
which have resisted the usual remedies. 

We have now probably said enough to 
show the nature and value of the book ; and 
while we regret the unequal execution and 
imperfections of certain parts of it, we may 
safely state, that altogether the work is one 
of the best, if not the best, of the kind, and 
will seldom disappoint the student, or the 
practitioner, who may refer to it for inform- 
ation. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL, 
CLINICAL LECTURE 

DELIVERED BY 

Dr. ELLIOTSON, 

Nov, 22, 1830. 

VAniOIJS CASES. 

There were nine cases admitted, gentle- 
men, last Thursday, under my care ; three 
women and six men, Among the women 
was a slight case of anasarca; one of a 
variety of affections, at the bottom of which 
seemed to be leucorrhcea ; and one of a con- 
siderable tumour in the abdomen. This tu- 
mour was moveable, reached above the um- 
bilicus, and branched out into lobes; it 
was unattended with pain, and could be 
traced down into the pelvis. I could not 
trace it lower on one side than on the other, 
and, on examining per vaginam , I discover- 
ed the os uteri and the neck of the uterus 
in their proper situations, and perfectly 
healthy. I could discover no disease of the 
vyomb, nor could X feel the tumour : it was 
not so deep down on either side as to allow 
it to be felt in the vagina by the finger, al- 
though by pressing the abdomen the os 
uteri could be forced down. It is very likely 
to be a diseased ovarium ; but upon its true 
character I do not feel myself at present 
authorised to, give a decided opinion. Of 
tiie cases admitted amongst the men, was a 
case of disease of the heart, in which indeed 
not only the heart, but the lungs and the 
liver also, were diseased, but the heart prin- 1 
cipally ; a case of pericarditis and organical- 
ly diseased heart ; a case of chronic inflam- 
mation both of the bronchi® and of the sto- 
mach, — of bronchitis and gastritis ; a case of 
bronchitis which was attended with general 
dropsy, — anasarca; a case of pleuritis; a 
case of pure bronchitis, without any dropsy ; 


and a case of gout. One of the cases present- 
ed was that of abscess of the glands at the 
angle of the jaw, which was treated at first 
by cold applications and leeches ; but in 
spite of these suppuration took place, and 
the abscess was opened, though to no great 
amount. By these means the suppuration 
was greatly limited, and I am satisfied that 
the steady application of cold to enlarged 
and inflamed glands is one of the most effec- 
tual modes of treating them. 


DROPSY. 

The only case possessing any interest was 
one of severe general dropsy, which was 
cured ; and that certainly was one of very 
considerable interest. It occurred in a girl 
named Maria Sedgwick, aetat. 14, admitted 
on the 14th of October. She was of deli- 
cate habit, had light hair, a fair and very 
fine skin, and ruddy complexion. After the 
disease was removed, the redness in the 
cheeks remained, so that this washer natural 
colour. It appeared that she had been the 
subject of ague at different times for the last 
three years, and that about three months be- 
fore her admission her belly had become 
swelled, and not long afterwards her legs ; 
there had also been cough for about a month, 
but she had uo pain in any part of the chest. 
When I saw her she was swollen from head 
to foot, but the abdomen was particularly 
swelled. The right eye was quite closed on 
account of the swelling of the face, and the 
left nearly so. The whole of the abdomen 
was tender on pressure, and the respiration 
was quick when she lay on her back, but that, 
in all probability, arose from the tenderness 
of the abdomen. She had, besides this, diar- 
rhoea attended by griping. Between the great 
distension of the abdomen by fluid, and its 
j tenderness, it was impossible forme toascer- 
tain whether there was any enlargement or 
induration of the liver or of the spleen ; nor 
indeed could I ascertain whether any particu- 
, lar organs were inflamed. The case appeared 
' a very bad one, for there was, besides intense 
| general dropsy, anasarea, and ascites, and 
I extreme tenderness of the whole abdomen, a 
great feebleness of the pulse ; it was quick, 
but exceedingly feeble. It was very possible 
too that she might have great organic dis- 
ease, as she had suffered from ague. The 
indication of treatment, however, was of 
Course, in the first instance, to subdue the 
inflammatory state of the peritoneum. I 
dreaded the application even of leeches, 
in consequence of the great smallness and 
feebleness of the pulse ; I ventured to put 
on twelve, and after their removal I covered 
the part with a constant bran poultice. Mere 
smallness of the pulse, had it been also solid, 
would have been no counter-indication to 
free bleeding, but it w&3 extremely jaoft and 
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The letches relieved tbe tenderness 
of the abdomen ooneiderably j but the pulse 
tbe next day was so much the weaker, and I 
therefore could not think of applying them a 
second time. Still she felt better. 1 ordered 
ber at the same time with the leeches, three 
grains of hydrarg. c. ©rets and the sixth of 
a grain of opium every four hours, making 
eighteen grains of hydrarg. c. creta and one 
grain of opium in the twenty-four hours. It 
was necessary to give her this form of mer- 
cury on account of the diarrhoea, Tor any 
other would only have irritated the intes- 
tines, and increased the purging ; and it 
was necessary even to guard it with opium, 
which, too, independently of the mercury, 
would have been proper, on account of the 
diarrhoea. I gave her this mercury on ac- 
count of the inflammatory state of the peri- 
toneum. — on account of the dropsy being 
eyidentlv of an inflammatory nature. I gave 
her no diuretics. The treatment evidently 
was to consist in the removal of the inflam- 
matory state of the peritoneum, and in 
cheeking the diarrhoea; for had the latter 
continued, she most probably would have 
suffered from it considerably, and perhaps 
have sunk. Yet it woul4 have been wrong 
to have stopped the diarrhoea suddenly, for 
the cessation of secretion of tbe inner mem- 
brane of tbe intestines might have increased 
the secretion by the peritoneal coat. I have 
known ascites produced by a sudden cessa- 
tion of diarrhoea. The diarrhoea was partially 
checked, and the tenderness and tension of 
the abdomen were diminished on the very 
next day. The motions that had occurred 
were serous, thin, copious, and very offen- 
sive. She vomited two or three times the 
second day after breakfast, and the pulse 
was scarcely perceptible, yet she did not 
feel herself weaker. On the 16th (the third 
day) she felt much better; there was no 
pain on pressure on any part of the abdo- 
men, still less were there tension and tume- 
fbction; the vomiting had not returned; 
the bowels had only been evacuated twice 
in the last twenty-four hours; the pulse 
bad become more distinct; the motions, 
however, which had occurred were copious 
and watery, but were now yellowish ; the 
quantity of urine was increased, and she 
slept very well. The treatment was not 
altered during the whole time that I had her 
under my care. The leeches of course 
were not applied again, but the hydrarg. 
o. creta, and likewise the opium, were 
continued in exactly the same doses for 
three weeks. Without doing any-thing 
more than this, she gradually became per- 
fectly well; the abdomen subsided to its 
proper size ; the tenderness never returned ; 
the pulse became gradually slower and 
stronger ; the anasarca disappeared from 
every part of the body, and she very soon 


left her bed, and appeared in perfect health. 

I was then able to examine the abdomen, 
and I found no enlargement of any organ ; — 
no enlargement nor any induration oouM be 
discovered in any organ whatever. The 
case was a very striking one, and, doubtleas, 
many who saw her thought she would die ; 

I had very great apprehensions myself, but 
under the simple treatment tbe result was 
as I have mentioned. She was presented 
on the 18th of November. Till the 19th of 
October 1 allowed her only milk, gruel, 
arrow-root, and weak broth ; but from that 
time she had half a muiton-chop daily, and 
this she continued to take till she went out. 
Now, however simple this treatment was, 

I am convinced that any other would have 
destroyed her. Had I given her common 
stimulants or tonics, or full diet, or had I 
given her stimulating diuretics, I should 
most probably have induoed excessive irrita- 
tion of the mucous membrane of the stomach 
and intestines— I should have suppressed 
the urine altogether, have increased the 
peritonitis, and destroyed her. I have no 
doubt that had she taken squills and spirit 
of nitric aether, and been allowed wine, shO 
would presently have sunk. The case was 
one of inflammatory dropsy, the inflamma- 
tion being chiefly seated in tbe peritoneum, 
and attended with great debility. Had there 
been no such debility, I should not hava 
been contented with leeches, but should 
have bled her well from the arm ; and if I 
had applied leeches, I should have done so 
very freely. I should also not have given 
her even weak broth, but confined her to 
s lops — to barley-water and tea. 

You are of course well aware that many 
cases of dropsy are exactly of this descrip- 
tion. Dropsies, in my lectures on the prac- 
tice of medicine, I endeavoured to genera- 
lize with many other affections : with fluxes, 
for example,— discharges from the mucous 
membrane ; with hemorrhages of all kinds, 
whether from mucous membranes or not, 
and with various organic diseases. I stated 
that these occurrences might be inflamma- 
tory, or that they might be free from an in- 
flammatory atate ; that they are all to be di- 
minished very much, and many of them cured, 
simply by the usual treatment of inflamma- 
tion, or, indeed, that mod© of treatment 
may be exceedingly improper. This it 
most strikingly exemplified in the dis- 
charges from the various mucous mem- 
branes, very many of which may be cured 
by simple bleeding, general or local, and 
starving, while others require stimuli to 
the part itself, or general stimuli and 
tonics. Dropsy sometimes arises, there- 
fore, from an inflammatory state ; but it is to 
be remembered that it sometimes also arises 
| from an opposite condition of the system. 
When persona are bled to excess they be- 
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come dropsical,— -not in that instance from 
inflammation, but from debility. When per- 
sons are starved, their legs are 9bserved to 
swell ; they have hollowness of the eyes, ex- 
treme contraction of all the features, bat their 
ancles are enlarged. Frequently, too, dropsy 
arises from an obstruction to the return of 
the lymph, or if the blood in the veins be 
impeded, and, in the latter case, from the 
great distension that is produced, the blood* 
vessels ease -themselves by pouring forth 
fluid into the serous or cellular membranes. 
Haemorrhage will sometimes arise from the 
6ame cause : it is not uncommon in diseases 
of the heart, in which the blood is obstructed, 
for haemorrhage to occur from the alimentary 
canal, haemorrhage which speedily proves 
fatal. Sometimes dropsy arises without our 
being well able to explain its origin. When 
there is disease of the kidney, it is common 
for dropsy to occur ; one can hardly, how- 
ever, see why it should be so, unless it arise 
from the quantity of urine being diminished, 
and the secretions of the cellular and serous 
membranes making up for the deficiency. 
Yet frequently there is here no deficiency of 
urine; we hardly see why, in disease of 
some other viscera, there should be dropsy, 
unless from the cachectic state induced in 
the whole system. It is very common in 
disease of the womb for a female to become 
anasarcous, even when there has been no 
great flooding, and it is likewise common 
in diseases of the spleen and the liver for 
the same thing to occur. You might sup- 
pose, a ptHori, that there is an obstruction to 
the blood in these instances, but such a sup- 
position would often be unfounded. Ob- 
struction in the liver and spleen ought rather 
to induce diarrhoea, or haemorrhage from the 
mucous membrane of the alimentary canal. 
In the case of disease in the kidney, at least, 
obstruction will not explain it. We cannot 
explain why the whole body falls into a state 
of dropsy, unless it be from the whole sys- 
tem becoming cachectic through the renal 
disease, or a general depraved state of the 
habit, in which the disease of the kidney is 
a part only. If the kidney be organically 
affected, or have great congestion of blood, 
or an inflammatory state, I believe the urine 
is generally albuminous ; but, on the other 
hand, I do not think that the circumstance 
of the urine* being albuminous is a proof 
that the kidney is in this siato, at least in a 
state of organic disease ; because 1 have 
seen so many persons cured of dropsy, anrl 
restored to perfect health, who had albu- 
minous urine ; and if the kidney had been 
originally diseased, we can hardly suppose 
that that would have been the case ; nor 
could congestion, and inflammation of the 
kidney, be supposed, because there were no 
Bigns of such affections. I have continually 
ieoa albuminous urine in eases of dropsy 


without any reason, first or last, to suspect 
disease of the kidney, and I have seen the 
dropsy completely cured. I think, there- 
fore, that although it is possible that in dis- 
ease of the kidney, and in congestion of that 
organ, the urine may generally be albumi- 
nous, the converse cannot be said, viz., that 
if the urine be albuminous we must neces- 
sarily conclude that the kidney is in these 
diseased conditions. When the disease, 
however, is of the nature that it was in this 
case, that is, when it is inflammatory, there 
are sure to be general marks of inflammation, 
or marks of inflammation of a particular 
part. I should not have supposed here that 
there had been a general inflammatory state 
of the system, for the pulse was exceed- 
ingly’ weak, but there was decidedly inflam- 
mation in one part, that is, of the perito- 
neum. 

When dropsy is of an inflammatory na- 
ture, you will generally see fulness about 
the head, or an inflammatory state of the 
I chest, or an inflammatory state of the abdo- 
men, and frequently we have all of these 
three parts in an inflammatory state. You 
frequently see the head, from its fulness, 
become oppressed ; the patient complains of 
drowsiness, or a tightness of the forehead, 
as though it were bound with hoops, giddi- 
ness, or headach ; or if you desire him to 
make a deep inspiration, you fiud soreness 
of the chest, and on listening at the parietes 
you discover a rattle ; or if you examine the 
abdomen you find tenderness some-where 
there. These symptoms are sometimes in- 
considerable ; but you will generally per- 
ceive inflammatory affection either of the- 
head, chest, or abdomen : perhaps the. pa- 
tient will not mention them spontaneously, 
and therefore it is necessary that you should 
inquire after them. There was a case ad- 
mitted a fortnight ago precisely of this cha- 
racter, that of William Harden, »tat. 42, 
who was admitted on the 4th of November. 
He had been ill three weeks, and it was 
found that he had headach and drowsiuess, 
and also dyspnoea, cough, soreness of the 
front of the chest internally, and sonorous 
rattle. These two parts, then, were affect- 
ed, the head and the chest. Not that the 
inflammation was sufficient to cause dropsy 
in them ; that was out of the question ; but 
in the inflammatory state of the system, 
these particularly suffered. He had ana- 
sarca, at least oedema, as high as the hips, 
and the urine was not found to be albumi- 
nous. lie was bled to the exteut of a pint, 
and purged with supertartrate of potash ; 
the blood was not found to be bufl'y. He 
was agaiu bled to the same extent, when 
the urine was found albuminous and the 
blood buffy. He is steadily improving, and 
the swelling is now no higher than the 
ancles. 
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This leads me to consider the question of 
treatiug the disease antipblogistically or 
not. If the patient have been in perfect 
health, and suddenly seized with dropsy, 
yon mby presume that it is of an inflamma- 
tory nature ; you will, however, satisfy 
yourselves of this, by ascertaining whether 
the complaint arose from cold ; whether it ’ 
arose just as inflammation does every day 
from the application of told, especially 
when united with moisture, and when the 
body is overheated. Almost all these cases 
may be traced to this circumstance. Another 
mark is, that the swelling begins in the face, 
or occurs as early in the face as elsewhere, 
the face being particularly exposed to a 
change of temperature. You will find, in 
the great majority of instances, that inflam* 
matory anasarca begins in the face, or at 
least that part swells as early as any other. 
Another circumstance is, that the pulse will 
justify you in bleeding. Perhaps the pulse 
will be full and strong, but whether it is so 
or not, you may have reason, from the circum- 
stances that 1 have mentioned, to consider 
the case to be inflammatory ; although the 
pulse will not indicate bleeding, it will 
justify that measure. Observation of the 
pulse is often very important, and though it 
will not lead you to resort to bleeding, yet 
knowing that the symptoms indicate the 
loss of blood, it may justify you in abstract- 
ing blood. Such was the case with this 
man. In the instance of the girl, I did not 
infer the propriety of bleeding from the na- 
ture of the cause of the complaint. She 
was too weak to give an account of the 
origin of her disease, neither could I learn 
whether it began in the face, and the pulse 
would certainly have disinclined me from 
bleeding ; but I found decided inflammation 
of one part of the body, such as made me 
desirous of abstracting blood by one.mode or | 
other, and if there had been no dropsy, if 
there had been no effusion at all, the case 
would have required the same treatment. 
You therefore see that you may suspect 
the inflammatory nature of the case from 
its being acute, from its beginning in the 
face, the patient having been previously 
in good health, and the pulse indicating 
any- thing but debility ; and, I may add, 
from the circumstance of the urine not be- 
ing diminished at all, or, rather, being ac- 
tually increased ; for in this sort of dropsy 
the urine, so far from being diminished, is 
not only in general of its uatural amount, 
but is sometimes increased. You may be 
sure of the propriety of treating the dropsy 
as inflammatory, either by finding the pulse 
really of that nature— strong, quick, and 
full — a pulse that would lend you to bleed, 
whatever might be the disease ; or, in other 
cases, not from a history of the disease — not 
from any peculiar statu of the face or the 


urine, nor from the state of the pulse— but 
you may infer the propriety of treating them 
antiphlogistically from the existence and 
severity of some local inflammation, which 
itself alone, without auy dropsy, would point 
out the propriety of antiphlogistic treat- 
ment. That was the case with this girl. 
In the man*s case there was not to much 
local inflammation, as to make bleeding at 
all advisable, but he had been previously in 
good health ; his pulse was fuller than that 
of the girl’s ; aud these two circumstances 
proved that there must be an inflammatory 
6tate of the system, though short of im- 
portant inflammation in any one part. The 
treatment was equally successful in both 
cases. 

We have been informed by a writer, that 
the state of the urine is a sure guide to the 
propriety of bleeding. We have been told 
that the quantity and firmness of the coagu- 
lum of the albumen of the urine are usually 
proportionate to the marks of inflammation. 
It is not asserted that the presence of albu- 
men can only occur where there is inflam- 
mation, but it is acknowledged tbat in an 
opposite state, where there is great weak- 
ness of constitution, where bark will cure 
the disease, albumen may appear in the 
uriue. It is said, however, that when the 
albumen in the urine is of considerable quan- 
tity and firmness, making a firm coagulum 
on the application of heat, that there are, 
usually, proportionate to this, marks of in- 
flammation, and tbat a correct guide to ve* 
ne section will be found in the firmness, 
copiousness, and early appearance, of an 
albuminous coagulum iu the urine. 

Now I am perfectly satisfied that this is 
incorrect. In the man’s case there was no 
early appearance of albumen. When the 
urine was first examined, there was no albu- 
men in it, and the albumen did not appear 
till one venesection had taken place, which 
venesection had been of great benefit to 
him. Neither, indeed, did the buffiness of 
the blood occur till after the first bleeding. 
Then, as to firmness, the albumen did not 
coagulate into a solid mass, but merely 
formed a number of flocculi throughout the 
fluid. I have certainly seen many cases 
where there was no albumen at all in the 
urine during the whole of the disease, and 
yet bleeding was indicated, and positively 
cured the patient. Although I have very, 
seldom seen the albumen form a firm coagu- 
lum in the urine, yet I have seen instances 
out of number which have yielded entirely 
to venesection. I therefore do not place 
reliance on the state of the urine, but I 
place my reliance for the propriety of bleed- 
ing upon the history of the disease, upon 
the slate of the pulse, ns to whether this 
will justify it or not, and upou the presenca 
of local inflammation. It is proper, how- 
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ever* to aay that the writer to whom I 
have alludea, allows that the limits of ve- 
nesection will- be ascertained from the state 
of the blood and the relief of the symp- 
toms, as well as from the improvement of 
the urine. Nevertheless he mentions the 
/act, that firmness, copiousness, and early 
appearance of albumen in the urine, is the 
sure indication of venesection. As I should 
not hesitate on the one hand, to bleed in the 
treatment of dropsy, whether there was any 
albumen in the urine or not (from having 
continually cured the disease by bleeding, | 
both when there has been no albumen, and 
also when the albumen that was present 
formed no firm coagulum) , so, on the other 
hand, I must say, that I have seen the urine 
full of albumen, I will not say firm albumen, 
where venesection was a measure quite out 
of the question. I speak decidedly on this 
point, because I have made it a matter of 
considerable observation. I feel that I have 
good grounds when I state, that in dropsy 
it is always right to ascertain whether the 
phlogistic diathesis is present, aud to look 
out for local inflammation. If you do this, 
I am satisfied that, without an examination 
of the quality of the urine, without knowing 
whether it contain albumen or not, you will 
never be mistaken as to the treatment to be 
adopted. I gave this girl no diuretics ; she 
took mercury, which I gave on account of 
the peritonitis, and she took opium to check 
the diarrhoea j but she took no other medi- 
cine whatever, and yet all the secretions 
came round. The effusion into the* cellular 
membrane and the peritoneum, both arose 
from an inflammatory state, and completely 
subsided when that state ceased. 


HYPERTROPHY OF THE LEFT VENTRICLE 
OF THE HEART— - EXTENSIVE OSSIFICA- 
TION. 

There have been no post-mortem examina- 
tions, Gentlemen, this week, but a friend of 
mine in the country lias been so kind as to 
send me a heart, which he took out of an 
old man, which furnishes a very fine speci- 
men of cardiac disease. I have not seen it 
before. It has been opened during lecture 
by Mr. Norblacl (the curator of the Mu- 
seum), and it is an instance of extreme 
state of disease. 

I will begin with the right side of the 
heart : there appears to be no disease here. 
You are aware that tbe right side of the 
heart is much less frequently diseased than 
the left. Disease of the left side is a hun- 
dred fold more frequent. However, the left 
ventricle exhibits a terrible, or a beautiful — 
just as you please to speak, whether afs pa- 
thologists or not — specimen of disease. In 
the first place there is immense hypertrophy 
of that ventricle ; the walls are pearly as 


thick again as they should he | the cavity is 
about the natural size, or if there be any 
alteration, it is slightly diminished ; then 
there is most extensive ossification all over 
the sides of its two openings : the left side 
they are one mass of disease all round. The 
ring of the mitral valve is one rugged circular 
mass of bone. The curtain of the valve is 
free, and the opening natural. Continuous 
with this is the ossification of the aortic 
valves. All three are bony ; the sacs of 
them look as if distended by pieces of 
walnut, and the opening is reduced to a 
mere three-cornered chink. This man had 
really a hard heart— a stony heart. If 
we go on, however, we shall find still 
more bone. The bony matter extends even 
to tho orifice of the vessels of the neck. 
The aorta lias many large collections of rug- 
ged bone upon its inner surface. The bony 
matter is deposited originally,' I believe, 
under the lining matter of the inner coat ; 
the inner coat cracks, and the bone is then 
exposed, so that the blood runs over the 
I bare bone. The blood could have experi- 
enced no difficulty in passing from the left 
auricle to the left ventricle, but had extreme 
difficulty in escaping from the left ventricle 
into the aorta. Thus the efforts required of 
the left ventricle are sufficient to account 
for its extreme hypertrophy, the heart, or 
any one muscular part of the heart, growing 
large, like any voluntary muscle, by exer- 
tion. You will sometimes, however, see 
the left ventricle very much hypertrophied, 
when there has been no obstruction to the 
course of the blood, and no disease of the 
aorta. . _ _ 

When we see the present kind of ossifica- 
tion occur in old people, it does not appear 
to be the result of inflammation, but of a 
degeneration of structure. In old age there 
is a general tendency to induration without 
any marks of inflammation, and when we 
observe bone, as in the present in stance, all 
that we can say is, that the parts have had 
a tendency to secrete, bone. In young per- 
sons these transformations are frequently the 
result of inflammation. They commence 
generally with inflammation ; inflammation 
leads to induration, induration to the form- 
ation of cartilage, and the cartilage subse- 
quently becomes bone. In old age the 
change appears generally to be entirely in- 
dependent of inflammation, 

I cannot tell what peculiar symptonyi 
were present in this case., as I believe that 
the region of the heart was not examined 
by the ear. If my memory be correct, the 
letter which I received states that the sub- 
ject was nearly eighty years of age ; that 
within the last seven years he had walked 
very great distances, and died apparently of 
old’ age, no particular disease having ap- 
peared, except dropsy, juat before the last. 
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I ibpik if th© chest bad been listened to, 
a strong bellows sound would have been 
beard, with, or almost immediately before, 
tbe pulse, on account of the difficulty the 
blood had in getting out of tbe left ventricle 
into tbe aorta. Without the narrowness of 
tbe aortic opening, tbe immense thick left 
ventricle would have driven tbe blood most 
impetuously to all parts ; it would have 
given an immense pulse, produced dyspnoea, 
and perhaps caused apoplexy, haemorrhage, 
and dropsy, from forcible distension of tbe 
arteries ; and without the immense hyper* 
trophy, tbe narrowness of tbe mouth of tbe 
aorta would have caused such obstruction 
that there would have been a most feeble 
pulse, and extreme dyspnoea, haemorrhage 
and dropsy, from tbe obstruction of blood 
in the lungs and tbe whole venous system. 
The absence of inconvenience to the patient 
till just before death, may be thus explained, 
aud also by tbe, probably, very slow and 
proportionate progress of the several organic 
changes. 


ON THB NATURE OF 

SCROFULA, 

AND ON A METHOD OF TREATING SCROFULOUS 
ULCERATIONS OF THB NECK. 

By G. D. Dermott, M.R. C.S. 

Scrofula, I believe, is chronic inflam- 
mation attacking a system predisposed by 
debility or deraugemeut of health to that 
disease, and more frequently the absorbent 
part of that system. The exciting causes 
being those agents which operate upon the 
absorbent system more especially, or upon 
Other parts which happen to be particularly 
subjected to the influence of some of these 
agenta, on account of their position or func- 
tion. 

We know that some of these exciting 
causes are bad and undigested food in the | 
prim® vim, actiug as a source of irritation to 
the mesenteric glands and absorbents ; the j 
influence of cold and moisture of the lungs, j 
and upon the absorbent system, and me- 
chanical injuries of the joiuls. 

Some of my reasons for believing that 
scrofula is only chronio inflammation exist- 
ing in certaiu structures, are those that 
follow : — 

The predisposition both to chronic in- 
flammation and scrofula may be created or 
increased by any cause which weakens the 
system generally, lessening thereby the sup- 
ply of healthy nutriment, and impairing the 
tone of the system or the vis medicatrix; or by 
a cause which deranges a leading function or 
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functions of the body, when nature’s healthy 
harmony of action is broken,* and she is 
easily led astray into disordered or diseased 
action. This disordered state frequently 
shows itself locally in the form of chronic 
inflammation in the visoua or part most de- 
bilitated or deranged, and most exposed to 
the (perhaps slight) exciting cause ; hence 
the three grand steps of many diseases are, 
first, general disordered state of the svstem ; 
secoud, chronic inflammation ; third, mor- 
bid alteration of structure. 

Chronic inflammation and scrofula are 
both tedious. First, on account of the 
slight degree of vascularity of many of the 
structures attacked by chronic inflammation 
(especially when existing in many parts 
where it bears the name scrofula), so that 
the parts are slow in changing their action 
from diseased to healthy, and slow, there- 
fore, in undergoing the process of renova- 
tion. Secondly, because the habit, by the 
debility or predisposition of the frame’s 
action, is not ouly morbidly susceptible to 
the causes exciting — i.e., is predisposed to 
take on the disease (scrofula or chronic in- 
flammation), but having once commenced 
with it, to continue it ; and this, in a ratio 
to the increasing debility produced by the 
continued action or impression of such a 
chronic inflammation (with its probably 
associated suppuration) upon the system ; 
for, in a ratio to the increasing debility 
produced by the continued excitement of 
the disease, so is the general health, or 
gradually impaired strength, less capable of 
bearing up under that excitement; and 
hence on this account, and perhaps by the 
disease, from its seat locally impairing some 
leading function of the body (whether this 
disease be called merely chronic inflamma- 
tion, or whether custom brings it under the 
name of scrofula), the vis medicatrix or 
vital power gives way to the ravages of the 
disease. 

It makes no difference whether this de- 
bility is congenital, whether it be acquired 
by. such causes as climate or irregularity of 
living ; whether it he temporary debility 
produced by temporary causes, or even de- 
pression of the powers of the body produced 
by mental depression, for any- thing that 
brings the system below its natural standard 
of action, debilitates the agency of life iu 
it, and makes that system morbidly suscep- 

* I would call the vis medicatrix, or the proxi- 
mate cause of organic action, organic instinct ; it 
is by this that there is such a consent of action 
existing between living parls as long as they con- 
tinue in health, which almost seems to amount to 
cerebral sense } the seat of organic sense and of 
organic action (instinct) being in the nerves, the 
processes of the base of the brain, or, in fact, in 
the whole of the nervous system ; the unity of 
action and sense existing in the system, depending 
upon the numerous connexions or continuities of 
substance which exist between the nerves. 
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tible to chronic inflammation, and which 
will be produced upon the application of an 
exciting cause, as in cases of chronic in- 
flammation of the liver, chronic curvature 
with tubercles in the lungs constituting 
phthisis, and generally supposed to be scrofu- 
lous, chronic inflammation of the absorbent 
glands called scrofula, and chronic inflam- 
mation in any other part of the body where 
exciting causes have happened more espe- 
cially to operate. 

In scrofula the effects are not only the 
same as in chronic inflammation constitu- j 
tionallj, but locally; for in inflammation of 
two contiguous membranes we have them 
glued together by a deposition of coagulable 
lymph ; or pus is produced between them 
from their surfaces; in inflammation of cel- 
lular structure we have pus produced iu it, 
and its cells glutted with coagulable lymph ; 
in chronic inflammation of membranes, we 
have a thickening of them produced by a 
deposition of coagulable lymph in their 
substance ; in chronic inflammation of the 
liver we have a deposition of coagulable 
lymph iu its substance, and with it, fre- 
quently, a secretion of pus : on the other 
hand, in chronic inflammation of absorbent 
glands usually termed scrofulous, the local 
effects are precisely the same — an abundant 
deposition of coagulable lymph and suppu- 
ration ; and what are scrofulous tubercles in 
the lungs, but probably small glands loaded 
in the same way 1 At all events, coagulable 
lymph is the grand constituent of their sub- 
stance ; and in diseased joints (white swell- 
ings) there are also the same two effects of 
inflammation, suppuration and deposition of 
coagulable lymph. Thus in scrofula we see 
all the common effects of chronic inflamma- 
tion, and these merely, viz., a production of 
pus and coagulable lymph, with a depres- 
sion and gradual exhaustion of the powers 
of the system. If these effects are to be 
accounted for upon the principle of suppos- 
ing scrofula chronic, inflammation, what 
right have we to suppose it a specific 
disease '! 

In different cases of inflamed joints, in- 
flammation is found to exist in all degrees, 
from the most acute, down to that termed 
chronic or scrofulous. 

The flakes, moreover, of coagulable lymph 
met with in the pus are not peculiar to what 
is termed scrofulous inflammation ; we meet 
with them in the pus in many other cases 
where suppuration is produced from chronic 
infkiromation, more especially when the 
general health is much deranged, so that 
their formation cannot depeud upon a pe- 
culiar constitutional scrofulous taint. 

My plan of treating ulcerations of the 
neck produced by suppurating gland ulae 
concateuatae, seemB materially to corrobo- 
rate my idea as to the k non-specific nature 


of these suppurations. I have been in- 
formed since I first commenced with this 
plan that it is not altogether new, but I 
wish tomention it to obtain its more uuiversal 
adoption. After reducing cutaneous inflam- 
mation by the free employment of leeches, 
and the use of purgatives, so far as 
the patient’s strength warrants, I have re- 
course to Bay n ton’s method of curing ul- 
cers of the legs :* first, laying a layer 
of simple dressing over the ulcer so as to 
extend for a short distance over its circum- 
ference ; upon that 1 apply soft compresses 
in the same manner, in order that every part 
of the circumference of the sore, as well as 
the surrounding skin for a limited extent, 
shall be equally pressed upon, and that 
the surface shall not be exposed to harsh 
pressure. The straps of adhesive plaster I 
then apply, not so os to strangle the patient, 
but to extend nearly half way round the neck, 
beginning with each at the nape, and bring- 
ing them forwards nearly as far as the 
pomum adami ; at the same time the skin of 
the two sides of the sore is drawn into a 
state of approximation : the straps of plaster 
of the length specified will stick firmly if 
the composition is good, so as to draw upon 
the skin, and cannot inconvenietly compress 
the larynx unless they are improperly brought 
over the pomum adami. If it is a large ulcer, 
the neck must be strapped from top to bot- 
tom, and the patient can comfortably and 
neatly wear his cravat over the straps with 
this injunction, that be do not inadvertently 
and suddenly twist bis neck, so as to give 
himself pain, nor button bis shirt collar too 
tight, as these are the causes most likely to 
excite irritation, so as to interfere with the 
healing. I need scarcely say, that as no- 
thing is more likely to inflame superficial 
absorbent glands than cold and wet, the pa- 
tient must preserve a free cutaneous action 
by being in winter clad with flannel. When 
all other remedies, internal and external, for 
the cure of these ulcerations liyve failed, 
with these simple dressings judiciously 
applied, the circumference of the ulcer after 
a short time becQmes white and free from 
irritation, and rapidly grows over the ulcer, 
which has become as permanently cured as 
would any simple ulceration in any other 
part of the body. 


* I have found a composition of equal parts of 
emplastrura plumbi and roborans, with a moderate 
quantity of tike bydrargyri rubri oxydum, consi- 
derably aids the effect of pressure upon these ul- 
cers, probably owing to the piuster bestowing such 
a gentle stimulus to the wound as to excite the 
growth of healthy granulations. 
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ON FIRING HORSES. 

By Charles Clark, V. S. 

I am unwilling to appear again herein 
the capacity of a critic, but cannot with- 
hold from making a few remarks on the 
subject of firing horses for lameness, which 
not long since has been discussed in The 
Lancet. 

A veterinary surgeon, Mr. James Turner, 
asserts, page 843 of the last volume of The 
Lancet, that the operation of firing has 
fallen into disrepute/’ and after assuming 
this point, proceeds to advertise what he is 
pleased to call an u improved method/’ 
which is at present confined, we are led to 
understand, to himself and >( his brother/’ 
and the success of which “ depends solely 
on making each separate incision completely 
through the skin, cutis as well as cuticle, 
and boldly exposing the cellular tissue, 
forming the immediate covering of liga- 
ments, tendons, periosteum , &c. and he 
tells us, that to cure a spavin in this style, 
great “ dexterity, tact, talent, nerve, &c., 
are in requisition.” • 

Mr. Turner has certainly calculated too 
much on the silence of his veterinary bre- 
thren in putting forth this information, and 
he has already been answered very ably and 
well by one of our best practitioners, Mr. 
Fenwick, excepting that this gentleman 
deals with his pretensions too tenderly. 
In the first place, I utterly deny that this 
operation is in “ disrepute ,” either in town 
or country, except so fur as College influ- 
ence and College teaching extend, and have 
not only been very successful in effecting 
the desired object by it in ray own practice# 
but, as Mr. Fenwick says, have seen it 
equally so in that of other veterinary sur- 
geons ; and in some instances, where I con- 
sidered it a sine qua non , have not hesitated 
to guarantee the removal of the lameness, 
before the owner would submit his horse to 
the unavoidable blemish it occasions. 

(t Firing” is deprecated and disused by 
Messrs. Coleman aud Sewell, but the only 
reason I have heard assigned for this, was 
from those who have witnessed the perform- 
ance of the latter gentleman, viz., that he 
did not do it well; and as pupils are not 
taught to handle the irous at the College, it 
is very natural they should either discoun- 
tenance the operation altogether, or other- 
wise do discredit to it. To such, Mr. Tur- 
ner’s deep plan may be a novelty ; but I 
should think there are very few, even medi- 
cal men of much experience in horse-flesh, 
who will not at once see through it as a 
mode of operating which has been in use 
for ages back among the most ignorant of 


our farriers, who, arguing on their favourite 
apophthegm, that a “ strong disease requires 
a violent remedy,” have thought they added 
to the effect of their firing, in proportion to 
the depth they carried it through the skin. 
All enlightened practitioners, however, have 
agreed in approving the more moderate me- 
thod, and Mr. Turner himself is obliged to 
admit, that this kind of firing is held indis- 
pensable by the majority of horse proprie- 
tors. But w'e are now to see “ the phoenix 
rise from his dying ashes.” If the measure 
proposed were merely useless, instead of 
being alike injurious, cruel, and unscientific , 
it might be passed over in silence. I say 
unscientificy because there is not in either 
of Mr. Turner’s papers, any account of the 
principle upon which he fires thus deeply, 
nor a single passage which implies a know- 
ledge of the action of the hot iron on the 
skin, much less that would convey such 
knowledge to others. Mr. Fenwick says, 
** I have not entered into the true rationale 
and effects of firing, which Mr. Turner does 
not appear 10 me fully to comprehend.” I 
could wish he had done so, as it would have 
relieved me from a responsibility which I 
should not venture on, were it not neces- 
sary to show the fallacy of Mr. Turner’s 
views. The following, therefore, must serve 
as an explanation. 

The skin of the horse is much more sensi- 
tive and susceptible of irritation than the 
human skin, therefore blisters and external 
stimulants of various degrees, have always 
been among the most general and useful 
curative means in the power of the veteri- 
narian. Of these means, the actual cautery 
is nothing more than the most potent and 
effectual. 

About the legs, where this operation i3 
generally performed, the skin may he from 
one-eighth to a quarter of an iuch in thick- 
ness, according to tlie breed of the horse ; 
and the method I have been taught and 
have practised is, to draw the red-hot firing- 
iron in regular lines, scaring through the 
cuticle and upon the cutis, but by all means 
avoiding to pass through it, or expose the 
cellular tissue beneath. On this account, 
the edge of the cautery should not be too 
sharp, or more than a red heat, lest it inad- 
vertently, or by the animal's struggles, pass 
through the skin ; nor should the operation 
be hurried, but each line passed carefully 
over, that the parts may be fairly cauterized, 
and not hastily cut through with a sharp hot 
instrument. The object in view is not to 
burn and destroj', but to inflame the cuta- 
neous structure ; it is on operation per- 
formed upon the skin, and in order to pro- 
duce the following effects : — The parts at 
first shrivel and contract under the applica- 
tion of the hot iron, but soon after become 
tumefied, nature setting up a counter action, 
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and a clear lymph exudes, sometimes in 
considerable quantities, from the cauterized 
channels, which continues more or less for 
about twenty-four hours. Dissection at this 
period shows the cutis vent and cellular 
membranes greatly thickened, and the capil- 
lary vessels injected with red blood. After 
this, the surface becomes dry and the limb 
stiff, the heat and tumefaction continue for 
many days, and the inflammation gradually 
subsides, leaving the parts still much thick- 
ened ; and now begins that gradual absorp- 
tion and tense state of the skin which are 
Consequent on such a state of excitement, 
and are supposed to be the immediate means 
of removing that disease, whether consist- 
ing in relaxation of structure, osseous depo- 
sit, or otherwise, for which the operation 
was had recourse to. About two months’ 
rest may be necessary, at the end of which 
time the parts resume their natural size. 

Some have expressed the actiou of firing 
by saying, that it occasions the skin to form 
a tight bandage over the part which pro- 
motes absorption and cure, but we know not 
whether to ascribe its efficacy chiefly to this, 
or to the direct effect of counter irritation. 
It may be needful to dress the inflamed parts 
occasionally with emollient ointment, but 1 
say nothing of the common practice of blis- 
tering immediately after the operation, be- 
cause I think it often does harm, and is not 
involved in the question. 

Now, according to the rationale of firing 
I have laid down, let us see what would take 
lace, if through design or want of skill, or 

will say ignorance, the cautery should be 
carried right through the skin to an uncer- 
tain depth in the cellular tissue ; for, let me 
observe, that when once the dense cutis is 
divided, no hand can properly control a red- 
hot iron in the loose structure underneath it. 
The first effect will be a retraction of the 
divided edges, forming what Mr. Turner 
calls a lesion of the parts, and if all the 
straight and oblique lines are of this cruel 
depth, the limb would appear like nothing 
so much as a piece of roast pork in an eating- 
house window. Violent inflammation en- 
sues, but very little discharge of lymph ; and 
the first effort of nature towards a cure is to 
fill up these channels by fungous sproutings 
from the cellular tissue, of which all who 
hove dealt with horses’ legs, will understand 
the momentous mischief. At the same time, 
the skin, being detached and undermined, 
will probably ulcerate and slough away ; and 
the leg heals, frightfully blemished, after 
double the usual time, and twice the amount 
of suffering to the poor animal. Horses have 
died in consequence of the excessive irrita- 
tion. Every observer of horses must occa- 
sionally have noticed such specimens of 
firing *, each line presents a long scarred 
seam as wide as a man's finger, perhaps ; for 


FIRING HORSES* 

the edges of the lesion, or division, never 
properly unite, and the leg is swelled or 
considerably enlarged, because the skin, 
instead of retracting as in the former case, 
is actually destroyed and cut through, and 
in this state can afford no support to the 
contained parts. I will say nothing about 
the obvious danger of wounding the capsular 
ligaments, sheaths of tendons, nerves, &c., 
by this rude proceeding ; but a man must 
have the dexterity, tact, and talent, of a 
Turner, to steer clear of them, and also an 
antiphlogistic power, that most of us are 
strangers to, and which 1 suppose must be 
a secret in the family, “ never to permit or 
allow that sturdy opponent, inordinate in- 
flammation, to gain a day’s march upon 
him.” It may be thought that I have ex- 
agge rated these disastrous consequences; 
but it is not only on my own authority that 
I assert that Mr. Turner has, and can have, 
no specific by which he can prevent them. 

Mr. Fenwick says, that “ inflammation 
and sloughing invariably follow, when, by 
accident, the iron passes through the skin 
and burns the cellular tissue ; and every 
veterinarian knows it also ; yet for this can- 
did admission, Mr. Turner presumes to 
charge him with something like want of skill, 
or at least infers that he does not possess 
the “ profound knowledge ” of the Turner 
family. The best writers are of his opinion. 
Mr. Blaine remarks, page 674, •• I must 
again caution the young practitioner to let 
no consideration induce him to fire through 
the cuticle ; if the true skin be wounded, a 
very considerable inflammation and slough- 
ing will follow.” The reader may now 
judge of Mr. Turner’s pretensions. We do 
not suppose him ignorant of the true ra- 
tionale of the operation, but really his opi- 
nions would almost warrant such a conclu- 
sion. If he had advocated firing over a more 
extended surface, the cause would have 
borne dispute ; but here he divides the 
cutis instead of cauterizing and inflaming it, 
destroying the very structure upon which 
the hot iron should act, and rendering it 
iucapable of performing those beneficial 
offices of pressure and absorption that con- 
duce to the removal of disease. He is angry 
at being treated as a quack, but his practice 
cannot be explained or defended by refer- 
ence to any known laws of physiology re- 
specting the skin ; he never in the slightest 
manner adverts to or recognises them. 

It is difficult otherwise to account for the 
benevolent proposition of exercising his 
deep method of firing on the limbs of man- 
kind for *' scrofulous inflammations of the 
synovial membranes of joints, &c. for 
under this impression he says, “ If such 
cases have derived benefit from the days of 
Hippocrates down to Professor Bust’s time, 
from only cauterizing or scaring the surface 
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of the ftVfo, how muck mere m ay be expect- 
ed by miking numerous crucial incisions 
through the skin with the actual cautery.” 
Here it is eery evident that he does not 
understand the advantage of simply inflam- 
ing and corrugating the cutis; he would 
inflict a series of ghastly wounds, such 
as never entered into the contemplation of 
the scientific surgeons, whose moderate 
measures, he thinks, may sanction his gross 
proceedings. By going right “ through 
the skin/* much more might be expected, 
certainty , of inflammation and mischief, but 
not of good effect ; as well might the trepan- 
ner argue, that if the removal of a portion of 
the cranium is beneficial, much more good 
might be expected from going deeper into 
the substauce of the brain. None of the 
advocates of cauterization in human surgery 
have so forgotten the legitimate offices of 
the skin as to think of firing through it. 
The moxa, the ancient cautery, and the 
searing iron of the modern Indians, have all 
a superficial operation, and it has been re- 
served for Mr. Turner to propose a plan 
which Bets physiology at defiance and asto- 
nishes the surgical world* 

Presuming that Mr. Turner’s iwo papers 
contain the gist of the promised volume, I 
have thought proper to discuss his opinions 
before they were more diffused, but refrain 
from many additional remarks which the 
subject suggests, lest the length of this mat- 
ter should preclude its insertion. 

Veterinary Infirmary, Stamford St., 

Nov. 15th, 1830. 


CASE OF 

UNUSUAL AFFECTION OF JOINTS 
IN SMALL-POX. 

By Martin Evans, M.D. 

Early in last June a woman applied to 
me with a male child, about two years old, 
Whom she said had been inoculated some 
ten or twelve days before by a quack doctor ; 
at the same time stating a belief, that the 
matter inoculated roust have been of a poi- 
sonous quality, as the child’s health was 
rapidly declining. On examination, I found 
several parts of the body dotted with vario- 
lous pustules oh the wane ; the elbow-joints 
red, swelled, and extremely painful; in- 
flammation had not proceeded to an equal 
degree in both, the left having already 
reached the stage of suppuration, indicated 
by evident fluctuation ; the child had some 
lingering symptoms of febrile action, and 
was rather robust for his age. After some 
general questions I ordered alteratives ; the 
left joint tb be fomented, and the right to 
be treated with refrigerant lotion* 5 leeches 


were not employed, the mother being either 
unable or unwilling to procure them. On 
the following day the abscess in the left joiflt 
was so pointed, the superincumbent skin sd 
stretched by accumulation of matter, and 
the entire collection not appearing to com- 
municate to much with the interior of the 
joint as on the previous examination, that 
I was induced to make a puncture at the 
posterior part of the joint, a little above the 
ulceration, where the pointing directed ; 
through this opening issued immediately 
about three or four ounces of perfectly -form- 
ed laudable pus, mixed with a little blood ; 
a probe was then used, and a small portion 
of the end of the humerus was found rough 
and denuded.* Common poultices were ap- 
plied, on which a little pus appeared at 
each removal, and in a few days tbe wound 
healed kindly, notwithstanding the unfa- 
vourable features of the case. 

I have been thus minute in describing the 
advance aud decline of disease in this joint; 
as it faithfully represents the stages and 
treatment of similar inflammations, as they 
occurred in the right elbow, wrist, hip, ann 
cle, and knee-joints, according as they pro- 
gressed either successively or simulta- 
neously. The corresponding joints, as those 
of the wrists, became affected simulta- 
neously, and immediately subsequent to the 
elbow-joints ; then the hip, knee, and ancles, 
followed without intermission ; in all, in- 
flammation ran its course rapidly, suppu- 
ration succeeding against every effort to 
prevent it. The wounds cicatrized well, and 
the patient was quite well at the end of 
July, nearly two months after I had first 
seen him. 

My attention was called to this case in 
consequence of reading a report, in The 
Lancet, No. S 62 , of similar cases brought 
forward by Mr. Stephens, at a meeting of 
the London Medical Society. This gentle- 
man inclines to the opinion, that this re- 
markable affection of the joints arises from 
circulation of pus in the blood, and adduces 
in corroboration, “ That in phlebitis, when 
adhesive inflammation took place, with a 
deposition of lymph sufficient to block up 
the vein, these effects (purulent depositions) 
did not ensue. This, to my view, only 
proves, that where the lymph was shed, there 
was inflammation bounded, consequently 
that its extent was not sufficient to light up 
general febrile action, which may be the 

* May we not suppose that the spongy parts of 
bones, from their greater degree of vascularity, 
being endowed with more life than the denser tex- 
ture, resist death more effectually, consequently 
that injury or exposure of them will not always kill 
or create disease ? certainly the proneness of parts 
to death is in an inverse ratio to their vascularity. 
This was illustrated to me a short time since in a 
'child whose skull was extensively denuded by a 
I fall, but from its greater vascularity at that age 
escaped without exfoliation. 
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cause of certain local disease, according to 
the parts predisposed to assume it. His 
other auxiliary proof is, “ That there was 
a probable absorption of pus (in his case), 
as the pustules underwent an imperfect sup- 
puration.” Even this appears to me rather 
hostile to his own theory, as the quantity 
of offending matter was less than usual, and 
we certainly cannot presuppose the forma- 
tion of pus in the blood. In one way only 
can I understand how his latter argument 
could favour his theory ; it is this : that ac- 
cording as pus was depositing iu the pus- 
tules, the absorbents were more thanumally 
active in taking it up. Is it probable that 
the febrile action, called forth during the 
existence of variola, excites disease in parts 
which are prone by nature to receive it, as 
we see in common continued fever 1 One | 
point appears adverse to this conclusion, 
namely, that these affections of the joints 
appear only towards the subsidence, and not | 
at the acme of the fever. Thus we arrive | 
at a “ conclusion in which nothing is con- 
cluded,” and leave the field of conjecture 
pendente lite . 

. Teignmouth, Devonshire, 

November, 1830. 


DERBYSHIRE INFIRMARY. 

CASE OF “ GOOSE EGG.” INFIRMARY INTEL- 

LIGENCE. 

Case. — Hannah Mansfield was sent into 
this Infirmary in a state of convalescence 
after typhus fever, to be nourished by the 
wholesome diet of the establishment. In 
Dr. Baker’s case-book she is reported to 
have miscarried before her arrival at the 
Hospital, and to have had after-pains and 
moanings. Within the first ten days after j 
the supposed miscarriage she had seventy 
leeches applied to the regions of the sto- 
mach and belly, and a blister to the abdo- 
men, considerably larger than two pages of 
The Lancet. This blister produced stran- 
gury, but did not slough ; her physic was 
suspended, and barley-water was prescribed 
as an antidote ; a pint of blood was also 
taken from the arm, but the pains still 
troubled both the doctor and his patient, and 
recourse was had to mercury ; three grains 
of calomel and one grain of opium , were 
administered every three hours. The eva- 
cuations produced, &c., did not subdue the 
supposed inflammation, though in addition 
to these depletions, nature was all along 
lending her powerful aid by a constant dis- 
charge of blood from the womb (flooding), 
so the doctor was puzzled, and rested from 
his labours; but whilst contemplating the 
consequences of this unquenchable inflam- 
mation, a most curious and astonishing sub- 


stance came away from the woman, shaped 
like “ a goose egg,” and almost as large, 
composed of “ skin,” &c. This was promptly 
secured by the watchful house-apothecary, 
aud nothing has been seen of it since. As 
on former occasions, however, expectation 
is alive, and it is hoped that Mr. Dix is 
engaged iu hatching the egg. 

After this abortion the uterine irritation 
ended, the patient and the doctor were re- 
lieved, and the pains and the flooding ceased. 
The woman, although of a good constitu- 
tion, remained extremely weak, sweating 
profusely for a time. This, after such vio- 
lent visitings aud miscarriages, is not sur- 
prising, but fortune favours her, for she is 
recovering gradually, and drinks sherry 
every day. 

We presame to contrast this case with 
another of Dr. Baker’s, mentioned in The 
Lancet of the 2nd of last month, when there 
was urgent vomiting, the stomach appeared 
to have been highly inflamed, the lungs con- 
gested with blood, and tbe patient died 
without any treatment calculated to subdue 
inflammation. An indolent uterine tumour 
absorbed all the doctor’s attention, and this 
be tried to remove. We also recollect a 
case which was much talked of in the Infir- 
mary, where the doctor used the stetho- 
scope to a girl 17 or 18 years of age, and 
reported that he heard “ mucous rattle.” 
She had enlargement of the belly, and was 
treated with diuretics, expectorants, &c., 
till she was tired, and then refused physic. 
Her belly grew larger and larger, the dropsy 
did not dissipate, a parish officer was called 
in, he opened the doctor’s eyes to the true 
nature of the case, removed his patient, and 
in due time the dropsy, to use a vulgar 
saying, fell into the girl's arms. The doctor 
seems a stranger to the peculiarities of thd 
uterus, but he must have full credit for liis 
unremitting attention to his infirmary pa- 
tients. This ignorant woman, like Miss 
Louisa Smith of Newington Butts, says, 
“ It is very kind” of hiin, and lauds the 
doctor for having cured her of a terrible 
inflammation of the belly. “ If the patient 
lives, then has he one more to add to the, 
surviving list; if he dies, then it may he 
justly said of the patient’s disorder, that as 
it was not cured the disorder was incur- 
able.” — Goldsmith . 

Practical Queries . — Did not the huge 
blister, by its strangury, &c., promote the 
abortion ? — Would not mercurial action have 
the same tendency? — What was the bleed- 
ing likely to do? — Would not opium, and 
the “ soothing system,” have been more 
likely to have relieved the pains, and to 
have prevented the abortion? — Was not this 
a case of uterine irritation, and haemorrhage 
without inflammation, occurring in a preg- 
nant wwnan, debilitated by typhus fever. 
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the comnaeacenient of the flooding haring 
been mistaken for a miscarriage, the mis- 
carriage, in fact, not taking place till the 
patient had flooded for more than a week, 
and had been subjected to medical treat- 
ment well calculated to produce a miscar- 
riage! 

Infirmary Expenses .— The Committee 
for inquiring into the causes of the 140/. 
increase in the expenditure for drugs, wine, 
&c., during the past year, , will give their 
report to the Board in due time. The facts 
are these, as they appear from the Infirmary 
account* books, and from the registered ad- 
missions of patients. Dr. F. Fox began his 
duties as attending physician to the Derby- 
shire General Infirmary at the end of August, 
1829. Dr. Forester having resigned, Dr. 
Fox came into his place, and therefore com- 
menced with a full average of in and out 
patients. It must be particularly observed, 
that to the end of October (when Dr. Baker 
began to attend as physician), the drug 
expenses continued as usual, viz., for Au- 
gust, September, and October, the Derby 
drug bill did not amount to 30/. For the 
next quarter (Dr. Baker constituting the 
only alteration in the case, for the other 
medical officers say they had no uew physic 
fit upon them), the drug bill was 50/., Dr. 
Baker having but few in-patients (six or 
seven only) ; his out-patients about the 
same in number as Dr. Fox’s. The second 
quarter Dr. Baker had more in-patients, 
say ten, and the Derby drug bill amounted 
to 59/. ; and the third quarter, ending last 
June, Dr. Baker had 16 in-patients on an 
average, and the drug bill amounted to 88/. 
It is right to explain, that though a small 
portion of this account should have come 
into one of the other quarters, it still be- 
longs to the year’s expenditure. 

The Weekly Board of Governors now 
took the affair up, having observed the 
growing evil for many months, and a report 
was laid before the Board, but the medical 
officers were not disposed to report “ the 
whole truth,” as it would have been per- 
sonal to have done so. Even as it was, 
Mr. Wright was in jeopardy, being sus- 
pected by Dr. Baker. From this moment 
the Doctor checked his physic, his in-pa- 
tients have been almost regularly decreasing, 
and the Derby drug bill for the last quarter 
has diminished to less than 26/. in amount. 
Dr. Fox's averages of in and out patients 
having continued, and continuing the same 
as they were before Dr. Baker commenced 
the intention of these investigations, has 
been fully answered, for a similar waste of 
140/.' per annum will not be permitted in 
future. 

Nov, 18th, 1830. 


No. 880. 


THE LANCET, 

London, Saturday, Dec. 11,1830. 

Havikg, in our last Number, reduced 
the dignity of the present Royal College of 
Surgeons in London to the less ostentatious 
pretensions of the Company of ** Shavers ” 
which existed in 1460; having, in fact, 
shown the identity of the two corporations, 
as exhibited in their spirit of monopoly, and 
as legally stamped by the letters of their 
respective charters, we shall now pass on 
to the cloisters near Blackfriars Bridge, 
where we shall take a summary glance at 
the frail and aged sisterhood. 

The brief sketches of the state of medical 
law, which we have already presented to 
the profession, appear to have excited the 
shame and indignation of a vast number of 
medical practitioners. Enough, it seems, 
of the disgusting history has already been 
read, to convince every liberal-minded man 
that oar medical corporations, from the first 
moment of their existence, have only acted 
as unyielding barriers to our scientific ad- 
vancement. Great anxiety is consequently 
expressed on the subject of the plan for a 
New Medical College, and the hopes 
which had been previously entertained of 
the degree of its usefulness and importance, 
have been incalculably strengthened by the 
accession to power of many of those indivi- 
duals who have long been denominated the 
“ liberal” whigs. This anxiety, so natural 
to man, and so especially natural to the vic- 
tims of persecution, shall not, however, be- 
tray us into a premature disclosure of the 
details of the scheme for the formation of a 
new College. The enemies of reform are 
ever loud in their denunciations against 
“ dangerous innovations/' and a proposal 
to repeal an <( Act of Parliament,” ' or to 
abrogate a ** Royal Charter,” is as horrify- 
ing to the ears of a monopoliser, as the ap- 
palling agitations of au earthquake. Whilst, 
therefore, we take this Opportunity of cau- 
BB 
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tioning our brethren against being deluded 
by expectations founded upon an * r official ” 
change of men and names, we would urge 
them to investigate, with their utmost at- 
tention, the present and past state of medi- 
cal government. Then, and not till then, 
will they be secure against delusive pro- 
mises ; then will they treat with becoming 
contempt any hypocritical proposal, how- 
ever high the quarter whence it may ema- 
nate, for a patch-work reformation. Refor- 
mation , did we say 1 Medicine, like the 
Royal Society, demands a new constitution. 
No " reforming” of the old statutes can 
give the least satisfaction or security ; they 
are all intrinsically, radically, bad — alike 
disgraceful in spirit and in letter. The 
medical [body, it may be truly said, at this 
moment presents a correct epitome of what 
is passing in the political world. It is, in 
fact, an “ imperium in imperio.” There 
is the tyrannical ruling oligarchy, the sy- 
cophantic, craving, expectant, conceited, 
aristocracy, and the persevering and meri- 
torious labouring classes, who enjoy no 
privilege from their nominal superiors, 
save that of relentless persecution. A com- 
plete uprooting, then, of the medico-legal 
statutes, is what is demanded by every 
sensible man; but before entering into a 
detail of the description of substitute that 
will be required, it is only prudent that we 
should thoroughly comprehend our present 
position. Evils are never so successfully 
opposed as when their extent and bearings 
are well understood. There is no safety 
when fighting against enemies who are con- 
cealed in ambush. Proceed we, then, to 
exhibit en deshabille , the unsightly corpo- 
ration, which has so long been permitted 
by the *' Vice Society,” to disfigure the 
Hall of the Company of Retail Drug- 
dealers. 

The Apothecaries boast a higher origin 
than the Company of Surgeons, having 
originally been associated with the grocers, 
from whom, in fact, they sprang. The an- 


dfeftt apothecaries traded indiscriminately 1 
in all those articles which are sold by the 
distinct trades of grocers and chemists of 
the present day. In those times the travel- 
ling quack carried on a most flourishing 
business, and was the only exclusive dealer 
in medicines. The cures performed by this 
description Df persons have been much 
spoken of by ancient Writers, but of their 
professional murders nothing whatever has 
been stated, neither are there any accounts 
of the patients having been “ rubbed out” ' 
of existence, as by one infamous quack of 
our own times. The ancient apothecary, be- 
sides carrying bn the business of a grocer, 
acted upon all occasions as the willing tool 
or servant of the physician, whom he re- 
garded as the great possessor of all learning 
and knowledge. The knock of the gold- * 
headed cane was magical to the ear of the 
apothecary, and the shake of the Doctor’s 
wig would half-frighten him out of exist- 
ence. The friendly intercourse which ex- 
isted between the doctor and the apothe- 
cary is thus spoken Of by Chaucer in bis 
character of the (t Physician — 

“ Fnl redy hadde he his'apothecaries, 

To send him drugges, and his lettuaries, 

For eclie of hem made other for to wiime ; 

Hir friendship n’a* not new© to beginne.” 

Whatever, therefore, may be said, in the 
way of reproach, of the percentage system, 
now supported and carried on by the doc- 
tors and dispensing chemists, the custom 
may certainly beast of antiquity for both 
its authority and justification. From pre- 
paring the prescriptions of physicians, and 
from their long experience of the action of 
various medicines when prescribed by others, 
the apothecaries at last began to take upon 
themselves the cure of the sick, and thus 
intruded upon the province of the 14 Doc- 
tors.” The trade of grocer not exactly; 
agreeing with the notions of dignity enter- 
tained by these subordinate doctors, they 
sought to be divorced from the retailers of* 
Sugar and butter, and at last so far sucoeeded 
as to obtain a charter of incorporation in the 
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thirteenth ym* of the migm of Ja xt» the 
First. Tbit cbirHr do me d tbit the apo- 
thecaries should constitute a diatieet Com- 
pany, and be entirely free from the regu- 
lation! and jurisdiction of die Company of 
Grocers; mi the King, after lamenting 
that the grocer -apothecaries had sunk into 
disrepute, and were despised, decreed that 
the new Company should constitute a cor- 
poration by the name of the “ Master, 
Wardens, and Society of the Ait and Mys- ! 
tetry of Pharmacopotites of the City of Lou- 
don.” After going through the usual clauses* 
which are to be found in the charters of that 
period, respecting lands,” “ liberties,” 
“ common seal,” &c., the Company waa 
authorised to make ordinances for the regu- 
lation and gorernment of all persons prac- 
tising as apothecaries in, and within seven 
miles of, the city of London, bnt no regula- 
tions, relating to me4icines, or their com- 
pounds, could be mads by them without 
previous consultation with the president, 
and the four censors, of the College of Phy- 
sicians. The principle for regulating the 
elections was the same ,as is to be found in 
all the ancient charters, namely, the self- 
perpetuating Respecting the business of 
the apothecary, it decreed, that no persons in 
London, except those of the Apothecaries’ 
Company, should keep any apothecary’s 
shop, make, compound, administer, sell, 
send out, advertise, or offer for sale, any 
medicines; distilled waters, compounded 
chemical oils, decoctions, syrups, electua- 
ries, pills, powders, lozenges, plasters, or 
otherwise practise the faculty of an apo- 
thecary within seven miles of London, 
under the penalty of five pounds a month, 
leviable by distress. Further, it was or- 
dained that no person should practise as an 
apothecary unless he had served an appren- 
ticeship of seven yean with some freeman 
of the Company, and had afterwards pre- 
sented himself for approval before the 
master and wardens, assisted by the presi- 
dent of the Collegq of Physicians, or by 


physicians appointed by him to Inquire ea 
to his “ knowledge, and choice, of simples, 
and as U> the preparation, dispensing, appli- 
cation, mixture, and composition, of medi« 
cines.” 

The Company eras likewise empowered to 
examine the shops of all persons carrying 
on the business of apothecary in London, or 
within seven miles, whether freemen or not. 
They were also authorised to examine all 
persona whom they might find practising as 
apothecaries, and to prohibit them from 
practising, should they be found deficient in 
a knowledge of pharmacy ; and they were 
farther empowered to destroy, before the 
doors of the offenders, all such medicines 
as they might deem adulterated, or unfit for 
use, and inflict penalties besides. 

This charter secured to the College of 
Physicians the whole of their privileges, 
and “ all surgeons experienced and ap- 
proved were to exercise their art and fseelty , 
and use and enjoy their proper practice in 
the composition and application of external 
medicines, so that they did not vend raedi- , 
cines, or expose them for sale, according to : 
the common practice of apothecaries.” 

In an Act pasted in the reign of William . 
III., and which was made perpetual in the 9th 
Gborox I., apothecaries in actual practice 
were freed from the several offices of 
constable, scavenger, overseer of the poor,; 
and all other parish, ward, and leet offices, 
and from being put into, or serving upon, 
any juries or inquests.” Apothecaries not 
being freemen of the Company, in practice 
beyond seven miles of London, were allowed, 
similar privileges, provided they had served 
au apprenticeship of seven years. 

Such were the provisions of the Charters 
of the Apothecaries’ Company «k>wn to 1815, 
when was passed the statute entitled, “ Ail 
Act for better regulating the Practice of 
Apothecaries throughout England and 
Wales;*’ but a more appropriate designa- 
tion would have been, — “ An Act for ena- 
bling the Apothecaries’ Company of London 
BB2 
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to. harass ike minds, and extort money from 
the pockets of, the whole body of English 
Medical Students, to confuse the Judges of 
the Land, and to take from the Members of 
the Royal College of Surgeons, nine-tenths 
of their rights and privileges.” How the 
Company must have chuckled at its success 
in obtaining this Act ! It has thrown thou- 
sands upon thousands into their coffers ; but 
a more useless and worthless piece of legis- 
lation never issued from the houses of Par- 
liament. This we shall prove by contrasting 
its powers with those of the Charter from 
which we have just quoted. The Company, 
we are well aware, pretend that the act was, 
in a manner, forced upon them by the pro- 
ceedings adopted at the meetings of general 
practitioners held in the years 1812-13-14. j 
These meetings certainly produced a great j 
sensation amongst the profession throughout 
the whole 6ountry, but they were sadly mis- 
conducted, and, taking advantage of the slight 
knowledge possessed by the most active of 
the agitators, the College of Physicians and 
the Company of the Apothecaries, who had 
noted as bottle-holders until the combatants 
were exhausted, altogether ousted the wrang- 
lers from the field. The conquerors were 
then enabled to make their own terms, and 
the two houses of Parliament, without scru- 
ple or hesitation, applauded and confirmed 
tfieir manoeuvres for monopoly. If the 
Apothecaries* Company had been moved by 
the slightest feeling of regard for the wel- 
fare of the profession or the community, 
such an Act as that passed in 1815 would 
have proved altogether nugatory. The 
Charter of James I. gave them ample power 
to protect the public from incompetent 
pharmacopolites ; but it did not confer upon 
them the privilege to extract, at their dis- 
cretion, money from the pockets of the 
medical students. This was the omission, 
which, in the eyes of the keen-sighted 
Company, rendered an Act of Parliament 
indispensably necessary, and bottomed as 
was that act in the most inveterate avarice, 


it has proved, as might have been expect- 
ed, a measure of monstrous iniquity. If it 
be contended that the decision of the House 
of Lords in 1703, iu the cause — “ Coll. 
Phys. v. Rose,” led to a material alteration 
in the practice of apothecaries, we deny 
that that decision in any way affected the 
legal powers of the Company, as defined by 
their then-existing charter ; it altered not 
their legal position, and we repeat that the 
Act of 18l5]was only rendered necessary, be- 
cause the charter of James the First did not 
confer upon them the privilege of extract- 
ing the fee shillings for a “ license’* to 
practise as an apothecary. 


A Correspondent, who signs himself 
“ Fairplay/’ has addressed to us the fol- 
lowing note : — 

“ Sir, — As you have often criticised the 
practice of our hospital surgeons with seve- 
rity, let me ask how a case of M Tumour in 
the neck/* treated by Mr. Lawrence, as 
detailed in the last number of your Journal, 
can be justified! And whether his last ope- 
ration for cataract does not deserve cen- 
sure! Fair Play. 

“ Dec. 7th, 1830” 

We certainly cannot approve of the prac- 
tice of the surgeon in either of these cases ; 
neither do we approve of an operation, the 
particulars of which will he found at page 
380 of our present Number. 


We should be cruelly and criminally de- 
ficient in the discharge of our duty towards 
the afflicted portion of the public who seek 
relief in our hospitals, if qrewere to omit 
directing the attention of the governors of 
these institutions, to the circumstances 
under which the patients are frequently 
discharged. It often happens, that poor 
creatures who have been for weeks bed- 
ridden, and subjected to long courses of 
mercury, sre sent out of the hospitals at a 
few hours* notice, without having a friend 
I to apply to for relief, or a bed whereon to 
[rest their aching bones. It was only about 
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twelve day* since, that four patients called 
at the private residence of the Editor, to 
complain of the audden manner in which 
they had been dismissed from St. Bartholo- 
mew’s Hospital ; and we have little difficulty 
ia saying, that two of them were in a most 
unfit state to he discharged, and quite cer- 
tain are we, that no private patient who 
could have paid a fee , would have been 
turned into the street under similar circum- 
stances. One of these poor creatures was 
from Yorkshire, and had not a single friend 
or relative in London ; yet he was so much 
disabled, that it was only with the greatest 
difficulty he could walk. On the Sunday he 
had been directed by the house-surgeon, 
Mr. , to keep in bed ; on the Mon- 

day he was deemed by the visiting surgeon 
a fit subject for the streets. 

And these are our charitable hospitals ! 


(< REX V, LONG.” 

{Note from Mr, Henson the Solicitor.) 

•< 9, Bouverie-st., Fleet-st., 
Dec. 7, 1830. 

•* Sir, — Understanding that you wish me 
to send you the particulars of the costs in- 
curred in this prosecution, and the monies 
allowed by the county, I beg to forward you 
the following memorandum : — 

t( Entire amount of costs in the £ s , d. 

prosecution of Loko 132 1 3 

u By cash allowed by the County 
of Middlesex for the witness- 
es, and received of the trea- 
surer on the 8th of November 42 11 6 

** Leaving the amount of costs 
incurred by you as the prose- 
cutor 89 9 9 

" Of which 891. 9s, 9 d., fifty.five pounds 
were received by me before the petition 
was presented to the treasury, leaving a 
balance still due from you of 34/. 9*. 9 d., in 
addition to which will be the costs of the 
petition to the Lords Commissioners of the 
Treasury, which will amouut to £/. or 01. 
more. 


97 % 

“ I have not as yet been enabled to pro* 
care an answer froal the Solicitors of the 
Treasury, to whom the petition is submitted, 
nor shall I for some months to come, be* 
cause the petition is referred from the Soli- 
citors to the Attorney and Solicitor Gene- 
ral, who will report thereon to the Lords of 
the Treasury. 

“ I remain, Sir, yours truly, 

** W. S. IIenson. 

“ T. Wakley, Esq. Bedford Square.” 

The Lords of the Treasury now in office, 
are not the gentlemen to whom Long's 
fine of 2501, was paid ; if they were, we 
should be inclined to say a few severe words 
to them upon delaying for some months the 
consideration of such a petition as the one 
we presented. The difficulty, inconveni- 
ence, and expense, incurred in prosecuting 
| criminals in this country, have long effec- 
tually obstructed the full administration of 
justice. From what we know of Earl 
Grey, the first Lord of the Treasury, and 
Sir Thomas Denman and Sir William 
Horne, the Attorney and Solicitor-General, 
we are inclined to believe that Mr. Henson 
will receive an earlier reply to his applica- 
tion than the hitherto tardy proceedings of 
the Treasury have led him to anticipate. 


Attorney-Coroners are ao extremely 
anxious for medical men, the only compe- 
tent persons to preside over inquests, that 
they are availing themselves of every op- 
portunity to show that their ignorance of 
law is equal to their ignorance of medicine. 

The attorney-coroner of the City held an 
inquest on the body of the boy who waa 
operated upon by Mr. Earle (whose case 
is recorded at page 380), and the coroner 
and jury, we ahonld think, were not a little 
surprised when they heard, that a “ mallet’* 
had been extracted from the child's ear. Of 
what use are such inquests! 
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WESTMIN9TER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Nmtmbrn- 13, 1830.* 

Mr. Chin nock in the ChAir. 

GONORRHOEA, AND THE IDENTITY OP ONE 
FORM OP THAT DISEASE WITH SYPHILIS. 

Mr. Bacot. I rise to acquit myself of 
the promise made to the Society last Satur- 
day, to bring under consideration the subject 
of gonorrhoea, and tbe question of its iden- 
tity with syphilis. It is not my intention 
'to ocfcupy the time of the Society with a 
detail of the symptoms and method of treat- 
ing gonorrhoea ; it is a disease so univer- 
sally known, that to dilate upon so trite a 
topite would he more than useless, though I 
believe there are few practical men who will 
not readily admit that gonorrhoea, however 
common it ‘may be, occasionally presents 
difficulties In the cure, and anomalies in 
the progress of the symptoms, sufficiently 
vexatious to the most experienced ; bow- 
Vv6r, putting this view of the subject aside, 
'at least for the present, I will proceed at 
once to draw your attention to the identity 
of one form of this disease with syphilis. In 
"doing s6 I must not only entreat your at- 
tention, hut your favourable consideration, 
for I feel that I am struggling against the 
‘general opinion of most modern practitioners, 
and that I a to especially opposed to some 
of the most distinguished men of the pre- 
aent day. If this' were a mere hypotheti- 
cal-question, it would ' be undeserving of 
our consideration, but as it involves, in the 
course of the discussion, circumstances that 
occasionally throw a shade of suspicion 
upon female chastity, and destroy the peace 
of the domestic circle, besides that it leads 
to some practical conclusions, it has strong 
claims upon our attention. The term gonor- 
rhoea, in its usual acceptation, implies, as 
we all know, a purulent discharge from the 
.organs of generation, attended with pain and 
Scalding in ph&Aitog ' the urine ; to these 
.symptoms I restrict the definition of the 
disease, because the superadded symptoms, 
which are almost endless, are not essential 
to the disease, neither do I include in my 
definition the usual term “ the produce of 
impure connexion,” because that is not an 
essential circumstance to the production of 
discharge from the seiunl organs, end the 
impure origin of which can only be made out j 
by the confession of the patient, or from 
bfhe'r "evidence than the mere symptoms ; 
thus in the female it is impossible always to 
distinguish between a venereal discharge 

• Want ot space prevented the insertion of this 
Report in its proper place. 


and mere leucorrhcea ; in marty female in- 
fants also, the symptoms above mentioned, 
discharge from, and inflammation of, the 
genitals, with paid in making^ water, not 
un frequently accompany certain forms of 
struma; in the male the presence of stric- 
ture will often produce tlra symptoms of 
gonorrhoea, passing a bougie will do the 
same, and no doubt a man may produce a 
discharge from the urethra, a r i 8 * B g from in- 
flammation of the raucous membrane of the 
urethra and simulating gonorrlioeor when- 
ever he chooses, to apply *Py irritating sub- 
stance within that passage. None of these 
facts can, I apprehend, ne doubted ; and if 
not, then we have abundant sources of what 
may bo, and has been, repeatedly called 
gonorrhoea, without having recourse to 
sexual intercourse; for if we have all the 
above-named symptoms* in Qonjunction with 
redness and tumefaction ot the orifice of the 
urethra in the male, and turgescence and 
redness of the mucous lining of the labia and 
vagina in the female, I apprehend no man 
will rely upon the mere appearance of the 
discharge, to settle the point as to. whether 
thfe complaint is tbe produce of connexion 
or not, much less whether it be tbe result 
of impure connexion. Now it is well 
kuown that what we call gonorrhoea has 
been recognised from very early times; it is 
described by all the older writers ; and how 
should it.be otherwise 1 So long as mucous 
linings are liable to inflammation, so long, un- 
der various circumstances of disease, either 
constitutional or local, must; gonorrhoea have 
existed. I need not quote authorities to 
prove so notorious a fact, they are to be 
found in every book, and the regulations of 
the Bishop of Winchester’s stews in par- 
ticular will not only show the frequency of 
thfe complaint, but what of course does not 
adqiit of doubt, the facility with which the 
discharge, however arising, caq he commu- 
nicated by intercourse between the sexes : 
this then puts us in possession of the fact, 
that not only did purulent discharges from 
the organs of generation prevail long before 
the disease called syphilis was known, but 
that it so existed both as a constitutional 
disease, as well as a consequence of pro- 
miscuous intercourse between the sexes. 
But now.comes the question, Is gonorrhoea a 
form of syphilis 1 or, in plainer language, 
Does the poison of syphilis ever attack the 
mucous lining of the organs of generation, 
producing the symptoms of gonorrhoea with- 
out a breach of surface, and known by its 
causing the usual secondary symptoms of 
the lues venerea ? I assume that it occa- 
sionally does, aud 6hall proceed to state 
shortly the grounds upon which I have 
formed this opinion ; but I have some diffi- 
culty in doing this, because the subject is 
so extensive, and the authorities so AttUQ*. 
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nri, that I can temtljr do more than 
glance at the labour that hat been bestowed 
upon the inquiry, in which to muob inge- 
nuity baa been displayed, and so many mis- 
takes committed. It is well known that! 
the identity of the taro diseases has been 
warmly espoused by Hunter, Foote, Swe- 
diaur. Saw roy, Lagneau, Carmiohael, and 
several others, and that it has been espe- 
cially opposed by B. Bell, and othereqoally 
respectable authorities, as well as by the tacit 
consent, if I may so say, of the bulk of the 
profession. As usual, both parties appeal to j 
practical facts and direct experiments, to 
prove their respective positions. Now I 
will at once declare that, in my mind, none 
of the recorded experiment! are at all satis- 
factory ; those of Hunter fail, from the mode 
in»whicb they were conducted ; the appear- 
ancea produced by inoculation were inter- 
fered with by art, and tbe belief that the 
core of a disease by mercury proved its na- 
ture to be 8yphilitie, renders all his labours 
nugatory ; but then the same must be said 
of the trials made by B. Bell, because they 
only go to prove that, in a very limited 
number of instances, the insertion of gonor- 
rhoeal matter into tbe skin of tbe penis, or 
vice t fet ed t was unattended by tbe expected 
proofs of the mutual conversion of the two 
diseases ; but when tbe numerous instances ' 
of discharge from the urethra are oonsider- , 
ed, it would not change my opinion in any 
degree to find a thousand instances of fail- 
ure in the production of a syphilitic sore 
by ' the insertion of gonorrhoeal matter ; 
whilst on tbs other hand, if one successful 
experiment can be quoted of this kind, the 
matter k settled; and this is asserted to 
have been said to have been done by Dr. 
Harrison. To constitute a fair act of experi- 
ments on this subjeet, it would be necessary 
to recollect that the inoculation of the mat- 
ter, from a syphilitic sore, requires some dis- 
crimination, tor all sorea on the genitals are 
not syphilitic,, and that its insertion into the 
urethra is net necessarily attended by a simi- 
lar ulceration, all that oa*» be reasonably ex- 
pected is, that an infiammation of the mu- 
cous membrane, and in oonaequenee a dis- 
charge of pus, should take place, the specific 
nature of which can ooly be proved by its 
after-conaeqoCnces. Secondly, it is neces- 
sary, in performing such experiments, that 
every curative means whatever should be 
avoided, and that the processes should be 
left entirely to nature. Thirdly, that the 
inoculation should be performed from one 
individual to another, and not on the same 
person ; and fourthly, the experimentum 
crude should be demanded, namely, to pro- 
duce a syphilitic sore from the inoculation 
of gonorrhoeal matter. So much for the ex- 
perimental part of the inquiry. W ith regard 
to other evidence, we have the positive aa- 
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•crtton of Sivedkur, that bo bos Mot with 
secondary symptoms arising from what be 
calls bleanorrhogia only $ eases ate also re- 
lated by Vegarou and Lagneae, tending to 
tbe seam point; the fomev records a fact of 
six Frenchmen having had connexion with 
the same woman, one after another ; three 
of three men contracted chanevps, two 
gonorrhoea, and one escaped with a babo 
only. A casa of the same kind k related 
by Mr. Hetraea, but it would be mondU 
not to state that all these relations are im- 
perfect, inasmuch as the exact condition of 
tho female is not given with the necessary 
clearness to make the ease ooncluaive. There 
k also an indirect testimony in Mr. Evans’* 
pamphlet favourable to this view of tbe sub- 
ject. That gent l e ma n tells ns that at an in- 
spection of tbe public women which he at- 
tended at Valenciennes, out of ono hundred 
only two were affeeted with ulcerations, and 
at Little nearly the same proportions exist- 
ed, and yet the men qon tinned to present 
the same proportion of uleers on tbe genital* 
at usual. I proceed in the next place to ob- 
serve that shortly after the introduction of 
syphilis among the nations of the Continent, 
surgeons almost universally took up the doc* 
trine of the identity of the two diseases, and 
all our own practical writers noton ly assumed 
the matter without hesitation, but proceeded 
to the euro upon this presumption, and some 
of them go so far as to say that gonorrhoea is 
always a proof of first infection. One of 
the ablest of these writers (Mr. Wiseman) 
affirms that he baa met with various indivi* 
duals inflected by the same woman having 
chancres, some of whom contracted gonor- 
rhoea, and others sores only, and it k by no 
means unusual to observe the same thing now* 
but there is nothing eoneluaive in this, because 
it is not always, nor perhaps often, possible to 
affirm that a female with gonorrhoea haa not 
deeply seated in the vagina an ulcer also ; 
neither do I wish to draw any decisive infers 
ence from the belief expressed by the write r * 
of the sixteenth and seventeenth eenturie* 
in favour of the identity of the two diseases, 
because it is quite cletr that in the vast ma- 
jority of instances, gonorrhoea, though S 
venereal complaint, that is to say a com- 
plaint produced by means of sexual inter- 
course, is not syphilitic, that is, does not 
lead to secondary affection. But I can con- 
ceive that the surgeons of those days, though 
aware that gonorrhoea had existed long be- 
fore the invasion of syphilis, still were in- 
duced to consider it to be part and parcel of 
that disease, in consequence of their observ- 
ing that secondary symptoms did really flow 
from it, and thus from too great a fondness 
for generalizing facts, they took it for grant- 
ed that all discharges from the urethra had * 
syphilitic origin ; and in my opinion there 
are foots enough to warrant any belief that 
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there exists a syphilitic species of gonor- 
rhoea, from whioh may proceed pains, ulcers 
in the throat, eruptions on the skin, and 
other symptoms recognised as the true con- 
sequences of syphilis. Of such consequences 
1 shall relate three examples, and then con- 
clude, by a summary of my views stripped 
Of all .unnecessary verbiage, after makings 
few remarks upon the practical inference 
derivable from these views. About ten 
years ago 1 was called to attend a young 
gentleman labouring under gonorrhoea, the 
symptoms of which were very severe ; this 
young man was of very irritable habit, and 
diad contracted the disease in the usual way ; 
there is nothing peculiarly deserving of at- 
tention in this case excepting the great 
.severity of the inflammatory stage of the 
disease, which was attended by such an 
enormous swelling of the prepuce, that the 
.relations of the gentleman became alarmed, 
and as he was highly connected, it was thought 
right to join the late Mr. Pearson in consul- 
tation. It is needless to repeat the mode of 
treatment adopted, and I only mention Mr. 
Pearson's name in order to record the. ex- 
pression that he made use of to me when he 
quitted the patient, .whom he saw only once. 
He said* “ If I were in your place, when the 
disease is nearly subdued I would exhibit 
mercury, for I have seen many evil conse- 
* quenees follow such cases of gonorrhoea." I 
did not, however, follow this advice, and 1 
my patient, after remaining quite well for 
two months, became affected with ulcerations 
of the tonsils and palate, and finally recover- 
ed with some degree of deformity, exfoliation 
of part of the palatal bones having taken 
place.. Now, I cm confidently assert that this 
gentleman had gonorrhoea only ; I inspected 
him repeatedly and minutely, and I can truly 
assert, that ,not a particle of cuticle was de- 
stroyed or abraded on any part of the geni- 
tal organs. My second example is that of a 
medical pupil, who, about two months after 
the cure of a severe gonorrhoea, applied to 
me on account of superficial ulcerations of 
the tonsils, palpi in the limbs, and a pro- 
fuse eruption of lichen simplex over the 
whole body. His remark upon coming to 
me was, “ Sir, I always denied the possi- 
bility of secondary symptoms arising from 
gonorrhoea, but now I am unfortunately con- 
vinced of its truth." The alterative adroi* 
pistration of mercury was recommended, 
and the patient speedily got well. The 
third case which I shall trouble you with is 
that of a female, a patient at the St. George’s 
nod St. James's Dispensary, who laboured 
for many weeks under a profuse purulent 
discharge , from the vagina, with great tur- 
gesceuce and redness of the whole external 
Organs, and ardor urinte, but who neverthe- 
less wished to pass off this disease as mere 
leuQojrhcea, W jlilst under treatment, she was 


saixed with a smart attack of fever, preceded 
by pains in the limbs, and in forty-eight 
hours wns covered with one of the most pro- 
fuse and distinct . crops of copper-coloured 
spots I ever witnessed ; she was then really, 
ia plain language, ashamed to show her 
face, and I saw no more of her. I have 
stated but three casete, and those very short- 
ly, in order to spare the valuable time of the 
Society ; but I trust that enough has been 
said to afford matter for reflection, and, at 
least, to excite the attention of those who 
hear me. Perhaps it may be asked, What 
is the advantage of this discussion, and to 
what course of practice does it lead ? JVIy 
answer to this is, — that the advantages of 
this discussion are two-fold j — in the first 
place, if it be true that numerous discharges 
from the genital organs of either sex may 
arise without sexual connexion, important 
practical conclusions may be the conse- 
quence, saving, perhaps, many females 
especially, from misery and disgrace; it 
may teach us, in our medical capacity, 
some degree of caution in pronouncing upon 
the venereal nature of such discharge, and 
thereby save us also from much difficulty, 
and sometimes from censure. It is not 
above three months ago (hat I witnessed a 
severe discharge, with intense ardor urinae, 
and considerable local irritation of the ex- 
ternal organs, in a young female between 
thirteen and fourteen years of age, who had 
never yet menstruated, but in wbom the 
signs of puberty were beginning to develop 
themselves, and yet certainly, both from 
inspection of the parts and other circum- 
stances, it was impossible that sexual inter- 
course could have taken place. Now had 
this female been but a few months older, or 
so situated as to have been exposed to sus- 
picion, the medical man’s opinion might 
have been decisive as to the future pros- 
pects of this poor girl. Now with regard 
to discharges avowedly the result of impure 
connexion, and where it may be suspected 
that after-consequences may ensue, I do 
not propose materially to vary jibe treatment, 
because I am induced to believe that one 
species of that disease is syphilitic ; hut I 
do think it is of importance to remember, 
that symptoms may arise, demanding our 
serious attention, apd . to the nature of 
which we must not wilfully shut our eyes; 
that in very severe, cases of gonorrhoea, it 
may be advisable to, let our patient know 
the risks that irnpepd over him, and occa- 
1 sionally, perhaps, to terminate the cure by 
an alterative dose of mercucy, a medicine 
which I consider absolutely mischievous 
and improper to be given during the earr 
lier stages of the disease. I have purposely 
omitted any mention of tbo*e symptom# 
which immediately and avowedly flow from 
gonorrhcca, and gonorrhoea only, such as 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



SPONTANEOUS EVOLUTION. 377 


wioo# spades of ophthalmia, rheumatic 
ptioi) especially those of the feet, til of 
’which ere so metises very troublesome 
oequela of the disease, but which, never- 
theless, have nothing to do with the ques- 
tion at issue ; and I will now conclude by re- 
ferring to a few sentences in a work which 
I lately published, wherein this question is 
treated of at some length. It cannot have 
escaped your penetration, Sir, that the time 
deroted to our discussions has compelled 
me to waive many arguments, and to pass 
unnoticed many interesting points connect- 
ed with this inquiry; but I hope enough 
has been said to excite the interest, and to 
call forth the opinions, of many gentlemen 
around me, fully competent to put me right 
if I am in error, aince troth alone is, and 
ever ought to be, the object of our search. 

Dr. Sigmond disputed the correctness of 
, Mr. Bacot’s chronology of tlie disease. He 
could never perceive the slightest similarity 
between the two diseases, but considered 
them perfectly distinct ; the only circum- 
stance he could allow at all favourable to 
the doctrine of identity, was the necessity 
of administering small doses of calomel after 
gonorrhoea. 

The President complimented the author 
of the paper on the clear and comprehensive 
manner in which be bad treated the subject ; 
he expressed his concurrence in his doc- 
triBes, and stated his surprise, that in the 
list of authorities corroborating his views, 
the late work by Mr. Travers had not been 
referred to ; to this he called the attention 
of the Society. 

Mr. Bacot said, he had not been able to 
comprehend Mr. Travers’ work, otherwise 
be should- have adverted to it. 

^ Mr. Evans related a very clear and interest- 
ing case that had fallen under his own ob- 
servation, bearing particularly on the ques- 
tion, where gonorrhoea was followed by 
secondary symptoms to a violent degree, 
and required the exhibition of mercury, 
sarsaparilla, &c., for its cure. He bad, pre- 
viously to this cate, been decidedly opposed 
to Mr. BacotY doctrines. A similar cate 
was related by a gentleman whose name we 
could not learn. 

Dr. Granville, during his travels on the 
Continent, had had many opportunities of 
investigating the subject ; his attention was 
particularly celled to it in some parts of the 
Peninsula; he expressed himself favour- 
able to Mr. Bacot’s views. 

Dr. Barry opposed the notion of the 
identity of the two diseases. Dr. Copland 
followed him by Supporting the identity. 
The discussion was very animated, and the 
majority of the members m ere inclined to 
support Mr. Bacot’s opinions. 


SPONTANEOUS EVOLUTION. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — I have read with much interest in 
the last number of your valuable Lancet, 
the details of two cases of “ spontaneous 
evolution,” by Mr. Cooper, of Brentford ; and 
certainly, as far as the subject of evolution 
is concerned, they are interestingly illustra- 
tive of that mysterious power, whereby 
nature produces so admirable an adaptation 
of means to the end. An observation of 
nature and her mode of action has been, 
since the earliest ages of medicine, the di- 
recting principle in the building-up of theo- 
ries, and the application of remedial agents ; 
but there are few instances, indeed none, 
where her power is so strikingly displayed, 
as in the subject before us. So far Mr. 
Cooper deserves the thanks of the profes- 
sion, hut I regret that we cannot beatow our 
meed of praise on his line of practice in his 
first case. He says, “ Introductory pains 
commenced on Saturday ; the pains conti- 
nued at intervals until Tuesday evening, 
when I was sent for. Ou examination, I 
found that the membranes were not broken. 
On Wednesday I was again sent for, and 
now I discovered the orm presenting, and 
so firmly wedged in, that the child could not 
be turned.” 

Now, Sir, Mr. Cooper on his first exami- 
nation tells us, that the membranes were not 
broken. What condition the os uteri was 
in, or what was the presenting part, he does 
not say ; bat if he could find that the 
“ membranes were not broken,” he cer- 
tainly could ascertain the condition of tl»e 
os uteri and the presenting part ; now Mr. 
Cooper did or did not ascertain the presenta- 
tion on Tuesday; if ho did, I consider that a 
degree of culpability is to be attached to 
him iu consigning to her fate a poor creature, 
when he could, before the evacuation of the 
waters and the impactidu of the child in the 
pelvis, turn with ease to himself ond safety 
to the mother, and if he did not, he cannot 
claim the tact of a tyro, much less that of 
a practitioner of 14 years’ standing. I shall 
not insult the understanding of your readers 
by quoting proof of the propriety, nay, ne- 
cessity ofthis proceeding, it being insisted 
on in the lectures and works on midwifery. 
Well then, ou Wednesday Mr; Cooper fiuds 
himself in a dilemma, he cannot turn in 
consequence of the opposing power of the 
uterus ; having no data toproceed upon, and 
finding himself in the by-paths of uncer- 
tainty. he betakes himself to “ physiologic 
cal reflection ,” and the effect of his physi- 
ological ratiocination is to subdue the strong 
action of the uterus. Surely the profession 
will hail with gratitude so happy an idea i 
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Mr. Cooper then proceeds to overcome this who would not here oome forward md moet 
obstacle, but lo end behold, efter he hss readily have joined id apeUOootothe legw- 
sccomplished his eud, i.e, the relaxation of . 0ne to the secretanes of the 

the uterus, he throws himself into the arms Obstetric Somety. A. *“ ^a ‘ fuU pl.m- 
of Morpheus, and desires to be called when «<*<> their cendour they published the 
uterine action comes on again, the eery proceedtngs of the So8, ® t y^J Kl 
thing on which he bad wasted so many "otalso publish theoorreapotodenoe which 
phyriologioal ideas ; however, he left a good ‘<*>k place between the Collbges ofPbyu- 
midwife (nature), and by a most fortunate mans a ad Surgeons wd riiemwlvi 
occurrence, evolution took place, and saved the ex-Secretary of btote for the Hraae De- 
the patient’s life and the doctor’s reputation, partment? From undoubted auttairity l 
I need not ask. Would any man be mad »m informed hat theepi.tlea fromthelea n- 
enough, in oases of that kind, to trust to f<* and amt liberal bodies, would **k. the 
spontaneous evolution 1 foaar on the head of an intelligent person 

Allow me to apologise for this commnni- * tand on end. 

-cation, and to assure Mr. Cooper that I have ' 

not been actuated by any personal feelings, association or medical practitioners 


and do really tender him my thanks for lay- 
,ing the cases before tbe profession. 

I am. Sir, yours, 

Obstktrigus. 

London, Nor. 29, 1830. ^ , 

/.X 

SUPPRESSION OF QUACKERY a X 

Dr. H. C, Field, of Baggot Street, Dublin, 


A.T NEWCASTLE. 

The members of the medical profession at 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, at a meeting held a 
abort time since at tbe Assembly Rooms, 
Mr. Baird ia tbe chair, have unanimously 
agreed to a series of resolutions expressive 
of tbeir opinions on tbe dissatisfactory and 
degrading custom of charging for medicines 
as a mode of remuneration for the exercise 
of professional skill, and that tbe nature and 


writes to us as follows: — “ As l think tbe extent of services actually rendered, are the 
opiniou of so numerous a body as the medical only just and rational basis for obtaining 
practitioners, on this side of the Channel, compensation. In accordance with these 
should give some additional preponderance views a table of foes and charges ** specify- 
to a cause in which they are, with English ing the several services which practitioner 
practitioners, equally interested, I have for may be called on to render, with a reason- 
some time anxiously hoped (but in vain) able but adequate sum affixed to each, 
that some one, on the part of the former, adapted to several ranks and circumstances 
more capable, would express his great of the community/* was adopted, each prao- 
aense of obligation for your exertions, and of titioner affixing his name to it as a pledge of 
the justice of & general demand for a pro- bis using it in all practicable cases, 
testing law against all kinds of medical era- A resolution was also entered into, that 
piricism. Permit me to say that we have those practitioners who acceded to these 
felt here most indignantly ou the subject of regulations should form themselves into a 
tbe empiric Long. The ebullition 01 angry Society, to be called “The Newcastle and 
feeling is now subsiding into contempt for Gateshead Association of General Practi- 
him, with astoniahmeut and disapprobation, tionera in Medicine and Surgery/* which 
jbowever, at the encouragement given to Society is to hold meetings once or twice a 
quackery by the trifling punishment inflict- year for the consideration of subjeots coat- 
ed/* The doctor continues his strictures nected with their joint interests and well- 
at some length, and calls upon the press to being, and for the promotion of social and 
lessen public credulity, —unhappily a de- friendly feelings amongst the members, 
mend much more easily made than accom- We are sorry that the secretary, Mr. T. 
plished, — and concludes by imploring the M. Greenhow, did not forward IQ us the 
legislature to take immediate steps to guard' table of charges, as it might be acceptable 
the community against the plundering and as a guide in other cases. Mr. Greenhow 
murderous proceedings of quacks. observes in a note accompanying the resolu- 

- — tions> — “ In consequence of the address of 

obstetric society. the Metropolitan Society, a correspondence 

A correspondent {Argus ) , in making has been commenced with that body, but it 
some observations on the proceedings of does not appear that they expect to be able 
the “Obstetric Society/* observes that “ its soon to accomplish any -thing connected 
exertions might have been rendered far more with a better principle of remuneration, 
• efficient if it had been thrown open to the though it is part of their ultimate object, 
profession, instead of being confined to a At any rate it is obvious that a general 
few who may be said to have, a direct inte- movement in. the profession would hasten 
rest in the question. There is not a man and facilitate incalculably, such an intention 
practising midwifery in the united .kingdom on their part/’ 
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THE HYDEIODATE OF POTASH 

De. W. M. West, of Newbury, his for 


cureof enlaroiq t*LEiN »v iodine and 'entry money, go to the library, End the 

remaining third to form an ordinary fund for 
defraying the necessary expenses of ma- 

warded 

U«^ur»u7mio7^rmpt^i7"rire d“ 8 ° j » t wi ? ow '* f “ nd h “ be * n e8t * bli * he<) - , b 7 

■ ' • • * • ! which a regular member may insure to hie 

widow (by annual payments) any annual 
sum, from 10/. to 30 /. according to approved 
tables adopted by the faculty, and which 
have stood the test of experience else where 
in similar associations. The faculty, in 
feUghteat effMt ; *l’uTe*a tdd.f baiflT^raia ! * b ® ir b **f> T *® c tn»te gratuitously, sad dis- 
wore, to be repeated mrr fire lioura? snd ?! lb “‘ e . 1 J rm P b » »'! W l,c “*« ’ re#kl J f - 
to rub the bydriodste of poush on the p«rt Th ® re '• * “• d, “» society, 

affected night sod moruingT In a fortnight si<*!«‘<>»»' expense, the entering 

I saw her again, nod peraeired a consider- , wb,ob >? °P uon » wltil «he members. 1 he 
able change for the better. I then increased b “ ~P' dl y *»creased and now con- 

the iodine to two grains e.ery six hours, t » , “ ‘ be e r< * ler P~P°«ton of tbe standard 
prolonging tbe inteTrening periods, to pre- “• d . 10 * 1 ™ r 1 k, 1 - ““"T »* 

sent iu exciting pain or uneasiness of the alu * ,Te of •“ tbe »PProved periodicals. 1 bia 
stomach ; after taking thia for a week, she I »“ oc,1 “° n has now placed the mean* within 


to ns the particulars of tCMe of and for granting rehef to decayed 

Jargement and induratios nf the ) the.r .iaaailies. In connexion. 

with alarming symptoms. The dis- 1 » "‘ dow * f “ nd h “. b ~“ •«» nbhahed, by 

ease bad exiaud for nine or ten ynara, and * rb,ch *”« ular m * mber m *T ' nmn t0 h “ 
it was successfully treated in the following 
planner 

“ I began with small doses of iodine, one 
grain every four hours, which I continued 
for nearly s month, without producing tbe 


complained of slight pains like the colic, 
with pains of the head, as described by 
Professor Brera and mauy others. During 
tbe omission of the iodine, l ordered tbe 
hydriodate to be persevered in. In a week, 
til 'those feelings that had appeared to be 
aggravated by the former treatment, were 
Subdued ; I then ordered s quarter of a 
grain of opium to be added to euch dose of 
the iodine, and this was persevered in until 
a perfect cure was effected, which took 
place, as nearly as I can recollect, iu about 
three months.” 


the reach of all our professioual brethren, of 
keeping pace with the march of improve- 
ment in the healing art. 

As there are many young practitioners in 
the vicinity of Glasgow who may have heard 
of this association only through some pre- 
judiced medium, and who are therefore 
ignorant of its real objects, I have been in- 
structed by tbe Faculty of Medicine to 
transmit to the editor of The Lancet the 
above sketch, iu the bope that with hia 
usual urbauity and zeal for the interests of 
the general practitioner, a corner may be 
spared in an early number for its insertio n. 

Wm. E. C. Clare, Sec. 

Faculty of Medicine Hall, 

St. Audrew’a St., St. Andrew’s Sq., Glasgow, 
Nov. 18th, 1830. 


ASSOCIATION OF MBDICA f. PRACTITIONERS 
IN GLASGOW. 

Tub want of a medical institution acces- 
sible to every respectable member of the 
profession, had been long felt in this city. 

Although there is a very extensive and va- 
luable library already in existence in Glas- 
gow, it belongs exclusively to the members 
of the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons, 
who form but a small proportion of the 
practitioners of Glasgow and its neighbour- ! livered at tbe Dublin College by Mr. Wil* 
hood, and whose demands from new entrants mot. “ Four of these lectures (he observes) 


SURGICAL LECTURES IN THE DUBLIN 
COLLEGE. 

A Correspondent (Y. Z.), who dates hia 
letter from Dublin, complains of the mode 
in which tbe lectures on surgery are de- 


in the shape of eutry money are so exorbi- 
tant, as to prevent many who would other- 
wise have joined them from entering their 
body. For the purpose of establishing an 
institution on liberal principles, and calcu- 
lated to be generally useful, a considerable 
number of medical practitioners and medi- 
cal officers of the army and navy resolved, 
in the year 1824, after various meetings, to 
form themselves into a medical, literary, and 


ore delivered weekly ; two of them by Mr. 
Colles, and two by Mr. Wilmot. This latter 
gentleman delivers his lectures in such a 
low voice, that they are absolutely inaudi- 
ble to nearly one half of the class. Thus 
those of the pupils who cannot get to the 
front seats, are completely debarred from 
obtaining the knowledge for which they 
have paid. Besides, when Mr. Wilmot 
speaks, his manner is confused, and ho evi- 


benevolent society, under the designation ofj dently labours under great paucity of words ; 
44 The Glasgow Faculty of Medicine,” de- defects than which 1 know uoue more dis- 
clariug all regularly-lioenaed physicians and agreeable, and few more prejudicial to the 
aurgeous eligible for becoming members, interests of students. A cepia verborum is 
Two-thirds of the annual subscriptions, essential to the successful communication of 
which are only 25s, t with one guinea of! knowledge to others^ and where wanting, no 
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extent ot acquirements will make up for the | 
deficiency. I have only to hope that some | 
improvement will speedily be effected in 
these lectures; for I certainly know that 
the gentlemen whose first season is the pre- 
sent, have been sadly disappointed. 


CURE OP HYDROCEPHALUS. 

Me. R. S. Richardson of Holborn, states 
that “ a case of hydrocephalus iu an ad- 
vanced stage ” was treated successfully by 
him in the following manner : — The patient, 
a boy mtat. three years, had been attacked 
eight days previously to his being called in, 
at which time he was in a state ot insensi- 
bility, and apparently dying. Mr. Richard- 
son says, “ I found the little patient insen- 
sible, sawing the air and picking at the 
bed-clothes with one hand, whilst the oppo- 
site side appeared motionless and paralytic. 
The respiration was difficult, and there were 
repeated attacks of convulsions. The eye- 
lids half concealed the pupils, which were 
dilated; bowels inactive; alvine dejections 
dark-coloured and foetid ; pulse quick and 
weak ; head of a hydrocephalic form. As 
the bowels appeared to have been neglected 
(the evacuations being scanty, dark-colour- 
ed, and offensive), I prescribed a brisk pur- 
gative, consisting of five grains of the pow 
der of scammony and calomel, and two 
grains of jalap, immediately. This I di- 
rected to be followed up every four hours 
with a mixture of infusion of senna and tar- 
trate of potash. I also directed the warm- 
bath to be employed, four leeches to be ap- 
plied to the temple3, and sinapisms to the 
feet. Drastic purgatives were exhibited 
daily, the warm-bath was employed every 
evening, and the feet were kept in a con- j 
stant state of vesication by means of sina- 
pisms. By perseverance the, bowels were 
completely cleared, and a state of hyperca- 
tharsis (as some would term it) was pro- 
duced. The little patient gradually recover- 
ed the use of his faculties, but appeared 
restless, peevish, and irritable. I now sus- 
pended the use of purgatives, and ventured 
to exhibit one minim of tincture of henbane 
four times a- day, which tranquillized the 
child, and appeared to accelerate the cure. 
The tincture of henbane was succeeded by 
the administration of infusion of senna and 
tartrate of potash, so as to relieve the bowels 
twice or thrice daily, and I am now happy 
to say that the child has perfectly recover- 
ed. This case serves to show that we 
never ought to despair, even under circum- 
stances apparently the most hopeless and 
unpromising.’* 


EFFICACIOUS ADMINISTRATION OF 
CROTON OIL. 

Mr. A. Scot t, of Sydenham, l as commu- 
nicated to us tl.e particulars of a case in 


which the croton oil was uBed with tha 
most decidedly good effects on a patient 
who was reduced to the lowest state of 
emaciation and debility. The illness, which 
had arisen without any obvious cause, had 
been progressive for many months. The 
patient was a child about ten years of age ; 
exhaustion and loss of appetite were the 
only prominent symptoms, but these were 
so extreme? that the powers of speech and 
motion could hardly be exerted. Change 
of air, various aperient medicines, calomel, 
leeches to the head, tonics, &c., were re- 
sorted to, not only without good effect, but 
with decided aggravation of the symptoms. 
“ Under these circumsiances,” Mr. Scott 
says, “ I proposed the administration of the 
croton oil, which, after again trying some 
other purgatives without .effect, w as given 
in the manner following : — Two drops were 
divided into three pills, and one directed 
every hour. The first and third were re- 
tained on the stomach, but the second was 
rejected. Three copious foetid motions were 
the consequence ; and du seeing her the 
following day, I could not help thinking 
she looked ^better, though I feared to ex- 
press a hope, so completely were the minds 
of her parents made up as to the event. 
The stomach was more tranquillized, and in 
a day or two she w as able to retain pills of 
the ext. colocyn. c., which happily kept up 
the action of the bowels, the evacuations 
became more natural, and in a few days she 
took a little nourishment. Iler recovery 
has been rapid and progressive.” 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 

EXTRAORDINARY OPERATION DEATH. 

TnoMAS Brady, a?tat. 7, was admitted 
into Keaton’s Ward on Monday, the 22d 
of November, under the care of Mr. Vin- 
cent. 

On Friday, the 19tli, whilst at play with 
some other children, he put the round head of 
a nail into his left ear. He was unable to 
get it out again, and his father took him to 
a surgeon for the purpose of having it ex- 
tracted. The gentleman to whom he was 
taken, told the father that he could dis- 
tinctly see the head of the nail, and that if 
the boy would allow him, he could easily 
extract it. The boy objected strongly to this 
measure, and it was necessary to have him 
held by four men, but their efforts were not 
sufficient to retain his head at rest, and con- 
sequently no attempt at extraction was 
made. When he was brought here he ob- 
jected so strongly to the examination of his 
ear, that it was necessary to have him held 
by several assistants. This being done. 
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Mr. Vincent proceeded to introduce a probe, 
which, when it had been passed about an 
inch, could be distinctly heard to strike some 
metallic substance, which appeared to be firm* 
ly impacted in the tympanum. As it could 
not be moved with the probe, several pairs of 
forceps were successively introduced, and 
with each of them the piece of nail wasj 
taken hold of, but could not be extracted. Mr. 
Vincent used as much force os he thought 
prudent, and from the boy's efforts to get 
away his head, he must have lacerated the 
membrane lining the meatus, which was 
followed by tolerably copious hemorrhage. 
Mr. Vincent then desired him to be put to 
bed, to have his ear syringed with warm 
water, and afterwards a bread-and-water 
poultice to be applied, and in the evening 
six leeches, to the ear. 

25. He has suffered no pain in his ear or 
head; the several functions are regularly 
performed, and he appears perfectly well. 
There is a free discharge of pus from 
the ear. 

Dec. 2. The discharge from the ear 
stopped this morning ; he has headsch. 

3. Much better. Mr. Vincent ordered 
the leeches to be repeated. 

4. He has very little pain in the head, 
and appears free from the symptoms which 
attacked him on the 2d. Mr. Vincent to- 
day requested Mr. Earle to endeavour to 
extract the nail, which he immediately pro* 
ceeded to do. He began by introducing 
into the meatus a director, wbicli lie used 
with so much force, that he bent it ; dress- 
ing forceps were then employed, with which 
he laid hold of the nail, and pulled so forci- 
bly, that be bent them also. Another pair 
was tried, which unhappily met with a simi- 
lar fate. A pair of forceps, with hooks at 
the extremities, was then used, but they 
were soon beut straight ; several attempts 
were made with different instruments, but 
the nail could not be moved, though Mr. 
Earle exerted great strength on the occa- 
sion. Mr. Earle then requested Mr. Vin- 
cent to make an incision of about an inch 
long parallel to the posterior part of the ear, 
and to divide the meatus auditorius. This 
Mr. Vincent immediately did, and Mr. Earle 
again proceeded to search for the nail. For- 
ceps of different kinds were repeatedly in- 
troduced, but they either bent, or slipped 
their hold every time. An elevator was had 
recourse to, but it was equally unsuccess- 
ful. A pair of tooth- forceps was next em- 
ployed, and after laying hold of the nail 
(as Mr. Earle said), and pulling very forci- 
bly, he at length succeeded iu extracting 
three pieces of metal, which appeared to be 
portions of the head of a nail. Encouraged 
by this success, be introduced the forceps 
again, and extracted the mallet>bone ; they 

again repeatedly introduced) and 
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though Mr. Earle enclosed the head of the 
nail between the extremities of the forceps 
(as he said), nothing but portions of bone 
were extracted. Mr. Earle now called for a 
pair of wire-nippers, for the purpose of cut- 
ting the nail in two ; but some gentleman 
observed that they would be too large to bo 
introduced into the tympanum. He said 
that it was evident that the nail was bent, 
and was “ lying in the posterior part of the 
tympanum," and talked of trephining the 
mastoid cells, but soon abandoned the idea. 
On looking through the incision which bad 
been made, bone could be seen at the bottom 
of a deep cavity. Mr. Earle said it was the 
external boundary of the tympanum, and 
thought that the nail was lying against it ; 
but be again, in a few minutes, changed his 
opinion, and said he did not know where it 
was. The patient had now been on the 
table about art hour , and it was found that 
he was nearly exhausted ; his pulse could 
scarcely be felt, and bis skin was bedewed 
with cold perspiration. Some wine was 
offered him, which he refused; his pupils 
were dilated, and it was considered neces- 
sary to desist from any further attempts ; to 
have him put to bed, and to have a bread- 
and-water poultice applied to the ear, and 
to give ten drops of liq. ant. tart, every 
four hours. Mr. Earle then stated that “ be 
had used more force than was warrant- 
able." He consoled himself, however, that 
there was now a large opening, through 
which pus might escape if it should form, 
but yet he feared that part of the petrous 
portion of the temporal bone would ex- 
foliate, and that inflammation would come 
on in the brain, and occasion abscess and 
death. He stated that he had seen three or 
four similar cases which had terminated in 
this manner ! 

5. Has not spoken since Mr. Earle's ope- 
ration ; he has been insensible ever since ; 
groans a good deal, as if in pain ; pupils very 
much dilated, and the approach of a lighted 
candle occasions very little alteration in 
their size. There is no discharge from the 
ear ; pulse very rapid, and scarcely percept- 
ible ; bowels open once during the night. 
His mouth cannot be opened sufficiently 
wide to allow his tongue to be seen. He 
has not slept since yesterday. Mr. Vincent 
saw him to-day, and ordered a blister to be 
applied to the back of the neck, and to take 
ten grains hyd. c. creta every eight hours. 

6. Eleven a.m. Is perfectly insensible; 
has not spoken since the 4th. He continued 
to groan loudly till ten o'clock last night, 
but since then he has been perfectly quiet. 
Countenance is now cadaverous, and lips 
are exsanguine ; eye-lids half closed ; right 
pupil very much dilated, left contracted; 
a lighted candle brought close to them oc- 
casions no change ; pulse cannot be felt in 
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either wrist ; the heart heats very feebly 
and rapidly; respiration hurried and fre- 
quent; there is also gargouillement; bowels 
not open since our visit yesterday. Saliva 
is seen flowing from the corner of the mouth 
skin bedqwea with Cold clammy perspira- 
tion. He has taken his medicine regularly; 
blister has hot risen ; he appears to be in 
a'rticulo mortis. We. returned at one.o’clopk 
to see him, and were told that he had been 
dead about an Hour. . 

PoSt-morteM Examination four hours 
after death . 

Head. About four ounces of serum were 
found between the dura mater and arach- 
noid membrane. There was softening of 
the entire extent of the base, and of the 
anterior part of the hemispheres. The ves- 
sels on the surface were very much dis- 
tended, but the substance of the brain was 
-very pale. The ventricles were examined, 
but nothing particular waa discovered in 
them. 

j Ear. The temporal bone being removed 
from the skull and the soft parts stripped 
off, the cavity of the tympanum was imme- 
diately brought into view, without any- 
thing else being done. Not a vestige of 
the bony portion of the meatus euditorius 
externus remained, the whole having been 
removed in the operation, and the floor of 
the tympanum was also wanting. The re- 
maining portion of the tympanum was co- 
vered with pus, which being washed off, 
the surface of the bone beneath appeared 
highly inflamed. The nail not being in the 
tympanum, sections were made through 
the cochlea, vestibule, semiciroular canals, 
and mastoid cells, — but there was no nail to 
be found 1 


STRANGULATED HERNIA. 

Condemnation of a Practitioner in words, 
by a Surgeon , who on Saturday last con- 
demned himself in deeds. * 

A man, apparently about 25 years of age, 
was admitted into Darker's Ward with a 
strangulated congenital hernia, on the right 
side, on the 7th of December, at two r.M., 
under the care of Mr. Earle. He stated that 
lie lias had a rupture many years, but that 
he had always been able to return it himseW 
until last Saturday, the 4th instant : it then 
became strangulated, and the symptoms have 
since then been progressive. Mr. Earle con- 
sidered that the case would admit of no 
delay, and proceeded to perform the opera 
tion immediately, which he did in the usual 
manner. On cutting into the sac, some dark - 


Earle should remember the “ mote and the 


coloured fluid escaped ; ft also contained 
some omentum and intestine ; the omentum 
appeared mortified, the intestine was dark- 
coloured and exhibited numerous gangren- 
ous spots ; a few adhesions existed between * 
the omentum and gut, but they were tecCnt 
and easily separated ; the mortified omen- 
tum was removed, and ait incision of about 
two inches in length was made into the ih- 
testiue, but no haemorrhage followed it. The 
other proceedings exhibited nothing par- 
ticular. 

After the patient had been removed to his 
bed, Mr. Earle addressed the class. He be- 
gan by deprecating, in the strongest terms, 
the malpractice of the medical man to whoso 
care the patient had been entrusted, and said 
that he felt assured that if the operation had 
been performed at a proper time, the man's • 
life would have been saved. He stated that 
he feared the man bad now. but a very slight 
chance of recovering, but in the event of 
his doing so, ho would have an artificial 
anus ; he said that all his operations for' 
strangulated hernia had been successful 
when they had been done in time. Is the 
present instance, the case was of that kind 
which he had taken the liberty of calling - 
scroto-vaginal, in contra-distinotien to the 
vaginal hernia that occurs in the female. 
The stricture existed at the euperior part of 
the tunica vaginalis, at that part which, in 
the natural state, contracts to inclose the 
spermatic chord. 

After making these remarks, Mr. Earle 
visited the patient, and found it necessary to 
give him brandy, which he rejected the , 
moment he had swallowed it. 

Ordered to take a saline draught, with a 
drachm of sulphate of magnesia, every hour, 
and an enema containing an ounoe of castor 
oil, directly. 

The enema was administered, but re- 
turned immediately ; he has taken the medi- 
cine every hour, but vomited immediately 
after each dose. Towards the evening his 
abdomen became much more painful, and 
the slightest pressure on it caused great 
pain ; he had constant vomiting; pulse 
feeble and slow, and there had been no 
evacuation from the bowels ; he appeared 
to be in a state from which he could not 
recover. 

We wiH give the result of this case. 


High Temperature op the Fluids.— -In 
a case of dropsy related by Mr. Hunter, the 
fluid drawn from the abdomen was 104 deg* 
In a case of ovarian dropsy which I lately 
attended with Dr. Gibson, the thin fluid 
drawn from the general cavity of the abdo- 
men, raised the thermometer to 102 deg., 
though the thick fluid from the cyst was 
only 100 deg.— J, Bum’s Surgery, vd, /. 
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***Hiva*ion 6 * tvi fibula. 

At » lute sitting of the $ociet£ des Sciences 
Naturelles et Medicates* at Brussels, the 
following case was reported by Dr. Sentin. 

M. Hal] ©mans, setmt. 39, of a robust con- 
stitution, was admitted at the Hdpital St. 
Pierre, under the following circumstances : 
— -About six months ago he bad, without 
any obvious cause, been affected with vio- 
lent shooting pain is the right lfeg, on the 
lower portion of which an niter subsequent- 
ly formed, and gradually enlarged, being 
accompanied with intenae pain and con- 
siderable swelling of the whole leg. On his 
admission the ulcer Was about -one inch and 
a quarter in diameter, its margin was in- 
flamed and very painful, and at the lower 
part of it there was a sinus which was found 
to terminate at the fibula. The general 
health of the petient.bad within late begun 
to decline, be lost his appetite, oomplained 
of ferer, and restlessness at night, dec. ; so 
that Dr. Sentin haring oonvinced himself 
that die bone was affected, decided upon ru- 
moring the diseased part of it : aa incision 
of three inches in length being made at the 
outer aide of the leg, the bone was laid bare, 
but proved to be diseased to a much greater 
extent upwards than had bean anticipated ; 
the incision was accordingly enlarged, and 
the bone being laid bare in its whole length, 
was fonnd to be almost thoroughly diseased ; 
a small portion of it only was healthy, from 
which die diseased part was removed by 
means of a trephine ; the adherence* of the 
soft parts to the bone were then divided, 
and the inferior portion of the fibula detach- 
ed from the astragalus by a curved aaw. A 
large number of vessels were tied, amongst 
which was the posterior tibial artery. The 
peroneal nerve was likewise divided; at 
the lower partof the tibia the bone was also, 
though but slightly, diseased, it was, how- 
ever, considered prudent to hive the actual 
cautery applied to it. The edges of the) 
wound were brought together, except at the 
lower part, where a tent was placed between 
them in order to promote suppuration. On 
the third day after the operation the dress- 
ings wore removed with the exception of the 
uniting bandage ; suppuration had begtfn at 
the inferior part of the wound. On the 
fourth day the edges of the wound were 
much inflamed, swollen, and painful ; an 
erysipelatous redness began to extend over 
the whole limb, the patient complained much 
of headach, giddiness, &c., there was much 
fever, and considerable irritation of tha di- 
gestive and respiratory organs. The dress- 
ings were entirely removed, and an emol- 
lient poultice put on in their stead, and the 
patient Was largely Med. Under this treat- 
ment the fever and local irritation subsided ; 
the would suppurated rather profusely, but 


had on the seventh day a good appearance. 
Tha favourable progress of the case was, 
however, somewhat interrupted by a at v ere 
attack of pneumonia, wtiieh was happily 
subdued by repeated venesection. Oa the 
14th day the wound looked well j some apo- 
neurosis end tendinous parti earne away, 
sad the tendoa of the perooaua loague being 
almost entirely destroyed, was out through at 
the place where it paaaea behind the ancle $ 
the pus was healthy. The wound was 
dressed with dry lint and cerate. From the 
fOth to the 30th day the elate of the patient 
greatly improved, the wound became much 
smaller, and the irritation of the lungs also 
completely disappeared, so as to admit the 
use of tonics and nourishing food. On the 
SOth a small piece of the tibia exfoliated at 
the place where the cautery had been appli- 
ed. Two months after the operation the 
patient, was quite well, cicatrisation was 
complete, and his general health had also 
much improved ; the movements of the limb 
were at first rather limited, but gradu ally 
became as free as before, ao that after some 
months' exercise he was able to retnra to bis 
former employment. — Gaz, Med . de Paris • 


HBADACH CAUSED BY THE PXISBNCK OF A 

8COLOFBNDBA IN THB FRONTAL SINUS. 

We extract the following case from the 
report of the “ Society des Sciences M^- 
dicales, du Department de la Moselle," 

A fanner's wife, twenty-eight years of 
age, residing in the neighbourhood of Metz, 
had for a long time been affected with an 
unpleasant itching sensation in the nose 
with coryza, to which symptoms in the year 
1827, violent headach acceded, so that she 
was at length obliged to apply for medical 
aid. The headach was irregularly inter- 
mittent, and generally began at the root 
of the nose and the middle of the fore- 
head, or at the right frontal region, extend- 
ing thence first to the right side, and 
I then over the whole head. The attack was 
accompanied by a great discharge of tears, 
and sometimes even nausea and Vomiting; 
the features were forcibly distorted, the 
jaws firmly closed, and the eyes and ears 
so very sensible, that she could not bear 
the least light or any noise. At other 
times she became delirious, pressed the 
head between her hands, and ran about in a 
state of distraction. The pain was, accord- 
ing to ber statement, like the strokes of a 
hammer, or as if something was perforating 
the skull, and the fits generally returned 
about twelve times in twenty-four hours ; 
sometimes the headach continued uninter- 
ruptedly for several days. The coryza ex- 
isted during the whole period, and the dis- 
charge was occasionally very fetid and 
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mixed with blood. Some medicines were 
employed, but no regular plan of treatment 
was followed, and it was not before a twelve- 
month’s suffering that this singular affec- 
tion terminated, after the expulsion of a 
worm from the nose, which moved with ra- 
pidity, and when placed in water, remained 
alive for several days ; it was afterwards 
killed by being put in alcohol, and sent to 
M, Mardchal, who reported the case to the 
Society. He found the animal to be more 
than two inches in length, and one line in 
breadth ; it had two antennae, was of yellow- 
ish colour, flat, and consisted of sixty-four 
rings, on each of which were two legs. 
M. Mar6cbal subsequently transmitted the 
iasect to MM. Hollandre and Roussel, who 
ascertained that it was a scolopendra elec- 
trics. 

EFFECTS OF THB BITE OF A VIPER. 

In the Comptedes Travaux Med , du Dep. 
de la Moselle, M. Beaumont, of Briery, re- 
pprted the case of a young, robust man, who, 
in the summer of 1827, was bitten by a 
viper under the following singular circum- 
stances : — 

-The boy had been out on a bill in the neigh- 
bourhood of Homecourt, and saw two snakes, 
which he killed, by dividing them into seve- 
ral pieces with a hatchet. A few moments 
afterwards he came back the same way, aud 
finding one of the heads lying on the ground, 
he picked it up, and was going to throw it 
away, when he suddenly felt a bite in the 
index of tlie right band ; be tried to shake 
the head off, and at last, with some effort, 
succeeded in detaching it from the finger, 
on which he saw two stings, at the distance 
of about half an inch from one another. He 
immediately returned home, but had hardly 
gone a hundred paces when he felt a vio- 
lent pain in the throat, giddiness, and ex- 
treme lassitude, so that he could hardly 
walk} fortunately there was a house at 
about a hundred paces from the spot where 
be had been bitten, and after extreme efforts 
succeeded in reaching it ; on his arrival he 
felt so faiot that he was obliged to lie down ; 
he felt sick ; had a slight fit of syncope, and 
vomited a large quantity of bile ; at the same 
time his tongue began to swell, so that hs 
could not articulate. About an hour after 
the accident a silk thread had been placed 
around tire finger, but was afterwards j 
taken off by a surgeon, who cauterised the 
wound } the hand, arm, and even the whole 
of the right side of the trunk, began to 
swell under violent pain, so that the patient 
repeatedly fainted away. The application 
of a hundred leeches to the hand and arm, 
as well as the use of embrocations and poul- 
tices, were without any effect, ana the 


pain and swelling still continued, and 
increased to such an alarming extent, that 
a physician, who meanwhile had been 
sent for, advised the sulphate of quinine in 
large doses, which having been adminis- 
tered, the patient felt immediately relieved, 
and under the continued use of quinine per- 
fectly recovered on the eighth day, with thtf 
exception of stiffness . in the atm, which, 
however, also gradually subsided. 

CONGENITAL WANT OF THE IRIS. 

Dr. Hentzschel, of Chemnitz in Saxony, 
gives an account of three sisters with the 
above malformation. The parents are still 
alive and in good health ; the eyes of the 
mother are well formed ; in those of the 
father the upper portion of the iris is entire- 
ly wanting. He is presbyopic, and cannot 
bear any strong light. He is frequently sub- 
ject to ophthalmia, and within the last four 
years his sight has become much impaired. 
In the eldest daughter, who is 28 years of 
age, the iris is completely wanting, she 
suffers greatly from photophobia, and is al- 
most constantly affected with ophthalmia, 
in consequence of which a staphyloma has 
formed in the left eye. On the cornea of 
the right there are a few nebulae, the lens is 
of a greyish colour, and sight is very much 
impaired. 

In the second daughter, 21 years of age," 
nearly the same symptoms are observable, 
and there is no iris in either eye ; she is > 
affected with photophobia, and very liable * 
to ophthalmia ; the sclerotic is very thin, so 
much so, as to permit of the choroid shining 
through at several points ; in the left eye 
vision, is very deficient ; in the centre of 
the right cornea there is a greyish spot, 
which, however, not ouly does not impede- 
vision, but seems even to facilitate it, by 
lessening the intensity of light. 

In the youngest girl, who is 13 years of 
age, sight is also impaired, though to a less 
degree than in the two. elder sisters. 

There are two more children in the same 
family, a girl and a boy, the eyes of yvhom are 
perfectly well-formed. — Ammon, Zeitsehr • 
/. Ophthalmologic . 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A corrected list of those Fellows of the 
Royal Society, who openly and honourably - 
supported Mr. Herschel, shall appear next 
week. 

( Other Correspondents must stand over,) 


John Lono.— T his wretch has not yet 
(Thursday, December 9th) surrendered him- 
self to take triaiat the Old Bailey, 
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MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 

PRACTICAL COM M KNTA Rl£8 ON 

DR. CHRISTISON’S PROCESSES 

FOR 

DETECTING POISONS. 

y LEAD AND ITS PREPARATIONS. 

Dr. Christison subdivides the chemi- 
cal part of his excellent article on lead into 
two sections, one referring to its detection 
after it has been administered in large quan- 
tities ; the second to its relations to medi- 
cal police, comprehending the mode in 
which it is affected by water — its uso in 
several arts — the adulteration of various ar- 
ticles of food to which it is applied. To 
the first section we must limit ourselves ex- 
clusively, recommending to our readers the 
attentive perusal of the second, which we 
have no hesitation in asserting to be the 
most brilliant and masterly application of 
chemistry to medico-legal inquiries which 
has eyer been made in this or any other 
country. The patience, the profound know- 
ledge, and the manipulatory skill, displayed 
by Dr. Chriatison on this subject, would en- 
title him, if he had never written auother 
sentence, to be ranked amongst the most 
distinguished chemists of the age. % 

The author, following his accustomed ar- 
rangement, first describes the metal and 
such of its compounds as come within the 
province of judicial research. Of these he 
enumerates litharge, or the semi-vitrified 
protoxide, minium, or the red oxide, and 
the acetate, or sugar, of lead. All these, 
he correctly states, agree in the property of 
being blackened by sulphuretted hydrogen 
gas. The acetate is soluble in water, the 
.litharge, and oarbonate, in, nitric tcid, and 
No. 381. 1 


| the red oxide, but partially soluble in that 
menstruum. Carbonate of lead alto, when 
heated to redness, assumes as it cools a yel- 
low colour, the carbonic acid being ex- 
pelled, and the yellow protoxide remaining 
behind. The solutions of lead are extreme- 
ly liable to decomposition by animal or ve- 
getable matters, many vegetable infusions, 
and almost all animal solutions, precipitat- 
ing the oxide of lead in combination with 
organic matter. 

We passover the enumeration of the testa 
which the author recommends for detecting 
lead in pure solution, reserving our obser- 
vations on them till we notice his mode of 
proceeding with complicated mixtures. 

Process for detecting Lead in mixed 
Fluids . — A solution, if necessary, is, in the 
first place, to be made in water. Professor 
Orfila in the early editions of his Toxicology 
advises that the soluble and insoluble parts 
be -separated by filtration, — that the fluid be 
subjected to a stream of sulphuretted hydro- 
gen, and the aulphuret reduced with black 
flux,— and that, if no lead be procured by 
that process, the insoluble matter left on the 
filter be incinerated, and reduced. In the 
last edition of bis work the plan recommend- 
ed consists in simply evaporating the whole 
fluid to dryness and incinerating it in a cru- 
cible ; when a button of metallic lead is pro- 
cured.”— p. 408. 

Nothing can be more practically absurd 
than Orfila’s directions in this instance ; we 
quote tlftm principally to justify the scep- 
ticism in great authorities, which we ex- 
pressed in the first of these papers. To look 
for metallic globules in such a mats of car- 
bonized materials as would Tesult from the 
incineration of a complex animal mixture, 
would be almost as hopeless in practice, as 
the attainment of the object which, in nur- 
sery metaphor, is called “ seeking a needle 
in a bundle of straw.” 

“ The process which has appeared to me 
the most convenient is a modification of the 

CC 
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former one. In tlie first place, a little nitric 
acid should be added to the suspected mat- 
ter before filtration ; for nitric acid I find 
redissolves any insoluble compound formed 
by the salts oplead with albumen and other 
animal principles, as well ?s some of those 
formed with vegetable principles ; and con- 
sequently renders it more probable that the 
poison will be detected in the first part of 
the analysis, if present at all.* This being 
done, sulphuretted hydrogen gas is to be 
transmitted through the fluid part of the 
mixture ; and if a dark-coloured precipitate 
is formed, the whole is to be boiled aud fil- 
tered to collect tbs precipitate.*' — pp. 408, 
409. 

Several other black precipitates are thrown 
down, however, from metallic solutions by 
this re-agent, viz., from the soluble salts of 
mercury, silver, copper, bismuth, &c. A 
mode of discrimination, therefore, becomes 
essentially necessary, and the author pro- 
ceeds in the following manner : — 

“ In order to ascertain that the precipi- 
tate positively contains lead, I should ad- 
vise a different process from that recom- 
mended by Orfilo, which I have found to 
give, on a small scale, metallic particles of 
too small a size and indistinct an appear- 
ance. Those Who are accustomed to use 
the blowpipe may put the sulphuret into a 
little hole in a bit of charcoal, and reduce it 
by the fine point of a blowpipe-flame, when 
a single globule is procured, which is easily 
distinguished by its lustre and softness. A 
much better process, for those who are not 
accustomed to use the blowpipe, and per- 
haps a better test of the existence of lead in 
all circumstances, is to heat the sulphuret 
to redness in a tube, and to treat it with 
strong nitric acid, without heat or with the 
aid of a gentle heat only. The lead is thus 
dissolved without the sulphur being acted 
on. The solution is then diluted with 
water, filtered, evaporated to dryness, and 
gently heated to expel the excess of nitric 
acid. If the residue be dissolved in water, 
it will present the usual characters of a lead I 
solution when subjected to the proper liquid 1 
tests. Of these the hydriodate of potass is 
to be preferred when the quantity is too 
small for trying more of them. But for this 
purpose great care must be taken to expel all 
excess of nitric acid, because an excess 
will strike a yellow colour with the test, 
though lead be not present. 

** If the preceding process should not de- 
tect lead in the filtered part of the mixed 
fluid, then the insoluble matter left on the 


* The precipitate formed by acetate of lead 
.with albumen is dissolved by nitric acid. From 
'that formed with milk the acid removes the oxide 
pf lead entirely, leaving the casein. 


filter is to be incinerated as Orfila suggests. 
This branch, however, will be very rarely re- 
quired, if lead be present, because the pre- 
caution of adding nitric acid previous to fil- 
tration, dissolves the lead froip most of its 
compounds which are insoluble in water. 
The process of incineration In medico-legal 
analysis generally should be avoided it possi- 
ble, as it is not easily managed by uuprac- 
tised persons." — pp. 409, 410. 

It appears above, that Dr. Christison 
does not consider the reduction of the me- 
tal essential, and that he considers the effect 
of certain reagents as sufficiently character- 
istic ; these he has described at p. 384. The 
best, he states, are the chromate of potass, 

I liydriod&te of soda or potass, and metallic 
zinc ; the first two cause lively yellow preci- 
pitates, the third produces the deposition of 
the metallic lead in an arborescent crystal- 
lization.- To the two former of these tests, 
individually considered some objections ap- 
ply, none of Which have escaped the author's 
notice, but to none does he pay the special 
attention which the strictness of these in- 
vestigations demands. Thus, the sulphate 
of copper is precipitated black by sulphu- 
retted hydrogen ; this black precipitate is 
dissolved by nitric acid, and when evaporat- 
ed to dryness and again redissolved, will 
strike a yellow colour with hydriodate of 
potassa, unless all excess of acid be ex- 
pelled, which, in unpractised hands, will 
not usually happen, the evaporation being 
usually concluded when brought to dryness; 
whereas, from the tendency of nitric acid to 
form bi or super-salts, a bi-nitrate of copper is 
usually produced, the excess of acid in which 
acts on the hydriodate in the describe^ man- 
ner. We may add also, that from the scan- 
dalous adulterations of the hydriodate of pot- 
ash of commerce, the evidence of the whole 
experiment may be destroyed at this stage 
of the inquiry, carbonates, chlorides, &c. 
being precipitated, and obscuring the colour 
of the bydriodic acid. In minute quantities, 
finally, the action of metallic zinc will not 
assist us, for it certainly is not entitled to 
the epithet “ delicate " applied to it by the 
author. 

It is thus evident that m small quantity, 
and under the management of an inexperi- 
enced person, the several tests may have been 
applied to a copper solution, and positive 
testimony given to the detection of lead. 
We are, therefore, inclined to prefer the re- 
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faction process 11 performed on charcoal 
with the blowpipe flame, an operation which 
is extremely easy, sad affords at onoe the 
toost beautiful and satisfactory evidence 
which can be obtained. Minute instructions 
will not, however, be misplaced, and we 
would recommend the operator to practise 
the experiment on aulpliuret of lead, before 
he proceeds to the examination of the sus- 
pected substance. 

A small hollow should be scraped in a 
piece of dense fine charcoal, and in this the 
sulphuret should be placed, moistened with 
a drop of distilled water, in order to make it 
adhere to the support ; it should then be 
touched with the interior or blue flame of 
the blowpipe, when the reduction almost 
instantly takes place. The little globule of 
metal should then be removed and examin- 
ed, for we have now to distinguish it from 
silver, which, take it in the pure state, is a 
white, shining, and soft metal ; the globule 
should, therefore, he flattened by gentle 
pressure, replaced on the charcoal, and 
touched with the furthest point of the 
flame, when it quickly disappears, and on 
withdrawing the charcoal, two beautiful 
concentric circles of red and yellow re- 
main, being the ye lloi/and red oxide of lead. 
Nothing can be so conclusive as this expe- 
riment, and its success is perfectly certain. 

When a soluble salt of Tead is taken to an 
excessive dose, the phosphate of soda, or 
Bulphate of soda or magnesia, should be ad- 
ministered as soon as possible, and vomiting 
speedily excited ; an insoluble sulphate or 
phosphate is thus produced, and an effec- 
tual antidote supplied. A point now re- 
mains for consideration, which Dr. Christi- 
son has entirely omitted, viz. the means of 
detecting lead in the condition of the ex- 
tremely insoluble phosphate or sulphate 
contained in the vomited matters ; for this 
purpose the matters should be agitated with 
S considerable quantity of water ; this mixed 
with solid matter, the phosphate or sulphate 
from its weight quickly subsides, and should 
he collected, washed, and heated to redness 
with charcoal in a glass- tube ; phosp buret, or 
sulphuret, of lead is thus generated, either 
of which may he reduced by the blowpipe 
iu the manner above directed j the reduc- 
tion should be accomplished in the interior 
Dame, when, if the salt be the phosphate, 
which the analyst should always inquire, 
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the process presents a modification thus de- 
scribed by Griffin, in his excellent Manual 
on the Use of the Blowpipe, p. 177, and for 
the accuracy of which description we can 
vouch from repeated trials. 

<* Before the blowpipe alone on oharcoal, 
in the exterior flame, it melts, and on cool- 
ing forms a dark-coloured polyhedral crys- 
tal, the faces of which present concentric 
polygons. In the interior flame it exhales 
the vapour of lead ; ' the flame assumes a 
bluish colour, and the globule on cooling 
forms crystals, with broad facets inclining 
to pearly whiteness. At the moment it 
crystallizes, a gleam of ignition may be seen 
in the globule. If the crystallized, mass be 
pulverized and heated with borax, there re- 
sults in tbe first place a milk-white opaque 
enamel ; upon tbe continuance of the heat 
this effervesces, and at length becomes per- 
fectly transparent, the lower part of it being 
studded with metallic lead.’* 

Another and still easier mode is, to sus- 
pend the phosphate or sulphate in water, 
transmit sulphuretted hydrogen, wash and 
reduce by the blowpipe-flame. In both cases 
the concentric circles of red and yellow 
oxide remain on the charcoal when tbe 
flame is removed. 

The foregoing extracts and remarks are 
amply sufficient for the guidance of the 
examiner of matters of food, drink, &c., 
suspected to be adulterated with lead, with 
the exception of cheese, which has been, 
and is, occasionally, coloured with red lead. 
In this case the cheese should be chopped 
into fragments and suspended in water, 
when, if blackened by sulphuretted hydro- 
gen, the indication may be considered de- 
cisive without further trouble. 


Elements of Chemistry , including the Re* 
cent Discoveries and Doctrines of that 
Science . By Edward Turner, M.D*, 
Prof, of Chem. in Univ. of London. Third 
edit., 8 vo. pp. 900. London, Taylor, 
1831. 

We feel much pleasure in recording oar 
decided approbation of this excellent work, 
and in affording testimony to the great abi- 
lity and industry manifested in the improve- 
ments to be found in this edition. The book 
as it now stands, is not only highly Creditable 
to the Author, but is calculated to confer 
additional reputation on the institution to 
which he is attached. 
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In the present volume, Dr. Turner does 
not depart in the slightest degree from the 
excellent arrangement which he has hitherto 
observed, one in which he differs materially 
from many of his contemporaries, but which 
we confidently believe is better suited than 
any other to the construction of an elemen- 
taiy treatise, that is, to a work not so 
much intended for the reference of scientific 
chemists, as for the guidance and instruc- 
tion of the utter novice in the art. The 
simple substances by this method follow 
each other in strict succession, uninterrupted 
by a too theoretical adherence to their sup- 
posed ultimate habits or electric relations. 
The mind of the pupil is thus gradually, and 
imperceptibly, conducted to the knowledge 
of facts, and afterwards taught to apply 
them with more certain, and satisfactory, 
precision. The several individual sub- 
stances Dr. Turner treats with great judg-' 
ment, omitting, in most instances, all the 
Unnecessary accumulation of irrelevant and 
useless circumstances which crowd the 
works of the continental chemists, and 
which threaten, shortly, to render the details 
of chemistry almost as incomprehensible as 
infinity itself. I 

The principal improvement in this edi- 
tion is, the introduction of Berzelius's doc- 
trines on “haloid” and “ sulpho” salts. 
Some change may also he noticed in the 
statement of the theory of galvanism. The 
experienced reader will, moreover, observe 
many minor additions and alterations, corre- 
sponding to the progress of this zealously- 
cultivated science. The greater number of 
these have been drawn from that admirable 
periodical the Annales de Chimie , and many 
of them have already been transferred to 
our pages. For the benefit of our junior 
readers, we subjoin in the foot-note the 
names of the new substances treated of in 
this edition, to which our space does not 
permit a more lengthened attention ;• we 
cannot, however, omit his notice of Berze- 
lius's opinions on the nature of the “ haloid *' 
salts. 


* Acids. Aspartic, amylic, chlorous, ceric, hip- 
puric, indigotic, pyropbosphoric. Agedoite, aliza- 
rine, corydalen, coumarin, pluranium, rhutenium 
sanguinaria. To these we may add his account of 
the modified opinions of the nature of the caseous 
principle of milk, the confirmation of the exist- 
ence of the metal tbotinum, and the controversion 
of Taddei’a opinions concerning gliadine and 
zymome. 


“ Haloid This term comprehends 

all those compounds which consist of a metal 
on the one hand, and of chlorine, iodine, 
and the radicals of the hydrucids in general, 
excepting sulphur, on the other. The word 
haloid , being derived from a\s, sea-salt, 
and 6?5os, appearance, is very appropriate* 
since the substances to which it is applied, 
such as the chlorides and iodides, cannot in 
many instances be distinguished by their 
aspect from real salts ; but in point of com- 
position they resemble oxides rather than 
salts, and in connexion with these they have 
already been described. 

“ Berzelius has correctly remarked, that 
the number of haloid salts which a metal is 
capable of yielding with the same element, 
generally corresponds to the salifiable oxides 
which it forms with oxygen. Thus, there 
are two chlorides and two iodides of mer- 
cury, proportional to the two oxides of mer- 
cury ; and potassium, which has but one 
salifiable oxide, uuites in one proportion 
only with chlorine and iodine. Besides 
simple haloid salts, Berzelius distinguishes 
three different combinations of them. The 
first of these is an acid haloid salt, formed 
of a simple haloid salt and the hydracid of 
its radical. A compound of the kind may 
be obtained by evaporating a muriatic solu- 
tion of gold with excess of acid at a very 
moderate temperature, when crystals ore 
obtained, consisting of chloride of gold and 
muriatic acid. The compound of fluoride of 
potassium and hydrofluoric acid offers ano- 
ther example. These compounds may be 
called hydro-haloid salts . The second mode 
of combination, which is more frequent, 
gives rise to what maybe termed oxy-haloid 
salts, being composed of a metallic oxide, 
united Nvith a haloid salt of the same metal. 
Thus chloride of lead combines with oxide 
of lead ; and submuriate of iron, obtained 
by evaporating permuriate of iron in on 
open vessel by a rather strong heat, is con- 
sidered by Berzelius as a similar compound. 
The third kind of combination is productive 
of double haloid salts. They may consist, 
first, of two simple haloid salts which con- 
tain different metals, but the same non- 
melallic ingredient, as the double chloride 
of potassium and gold, or the double fluoride 
of potassium and silicium ; secondly, of two 
haloid salts consisting of the same metal, 
but in which the other elemeut is different, 
as the compound of chloride of lead with 
fluoride of lead ; and, thirdly, of two simple 
haloid salts, of which both elements are en- 
tirely different. In some cases haloid salts 
unite with common salts; as, for example, 
when chloride of sodium is fused with car- 
bonate of baryta, or carbonate of soda with, 
chloride of barium.” 

Having spoken thus favourably of the 
work, we have to notice an error or two of 
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omission, with some trifling faults of com- 
mission, — blemishes which we regret to ob- 
serve in a book which we should otherwise 
have designated as perfect in its kind. Why, 
we would ask the author, has he passed over, 
in silence, the beautiful and talented papers 
on galvanic subjects, by Mr. Kemp, of 
Edinburgh, published in the new and clever 
“ Journal of Natural and Geographical 
Science” in that city? Was it fair, or candid, 
to pass by, thus contemptuously, the labours 
of a young but highly promising chemist, 
whose papers have been translated into more 
than one of the foreign scientific journals? 
Dr. Turner cannot plead ignorance, nor will 
he venture to deny the importance, of Mr. 
Kemp’s experiments. We cannot account 
for the circumstance, except on one suppo- 
sition, in entertaining which we hope we 
should wrong Dr. Turner. Again; we 
find that Dr. Turner has taken no notice of 
papers published in The Lancet, pointing 
out a remarkable error in the tests ad- 
vanced for nitric acid ; the author still recom- 
mends the sulphate of indigo, although its 
utter fallacy ha9 been indisputably esta- 
blished ; we pass over this, however, the 
more superficially, as our own Journal is 
concerned in the omitted facts. The im- 
portant discovery of salicine, moreover, is 
omitted, though certainly there was quite time 
enough to have alluded to it in the appendix, 
if not in the body of the work. We ore also 
compelled to notice the inadequate, we had 
almost said discreditable, manner, in which 
electro-magnetism is disposed of, a subject 
which, in scientific importance, is perhaps 
unequalled at present, and which, from 
every other chemist, from Henry especially, 
has received the attention which it so sig- 
nally demands. Lastly, we must allude to 
the brace of laughable plates which termi- 
nate the volume ; our readers will scarcely 
believe it, but let them examine, and they 
will find that Dr. Turner has considered it 
necessary (3rd edit. a.d. 1831) to present 
them with a drawing of— a safety lamp and 
a pestle and mortar ! A retort stand, an 
evaporating dish, and a Hessian crucible, 
are also figured with the most amusing solem- 
nity. Such are all the faults which, we 
believe, Dr. Turner’s Elements contain ; 
there are, however, some typographical errors 
which have run through each edition, and I 
some of which are by no means unimpor- 
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tant ; thus at page 351, alcohol is stated to 
be composed of 1 4, or one equivalent of 
“ oxygen” gas, united with 9, or one equi- 
valent of water, instead of 14, or one part of 
11 olefiant” gas, &c. This error we have 
known to create a considerable impediment 
to the understanding of the compounds of 
carbon and hydrogen, and their atomic rela- 
tions. 

In conclusion, it is but just to say, that 
these faults are few and trifling indeed, 
when contrasted with the numerous excel- 
lences of the work ; that, on the whole, we 
consider it the best elementary book on che- 
mistry in any language with which we are 
acquainted, and that all the errors are shared 
by every contemporary publication, without 
many of the redeeming features by which 
this is distinguished. It is only because we 
expected the nearest approach to perfection 
from Dr. Turner that we have alluded, thus 
specially, to these particular omissions. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 
CLINICAL LECTURE 

DELIVERED BY 

Dr. ELLIOTSON, 

Nov. 29, 1830. 

In the enumeration of cases admitted and 
presented, with a brief summary of which 
the present lecture was prefaced, was one 
of rheumatism of the chest and one of in- 
flammation of the spine, both of which were 
cured by the application of leeches to the 
region affected ; one of chronic inflamma- 
tion of the hip joint, following a sprain of 
six months’ duration, with numbness and, 
occasionally, acute pain down the front of 
the thigh, which was cured by the vigorous 
application of cupping-glasses and making 
his mouth tender, and one of an uncertain 
nature, in which the upper part of the man’s 
abdomen was tense, hard, and very large, 
affording a little fluctuation, which was re- 
lieved by active purging and friction with 
hydriodate of potash, in the form [of oint- 
ment, a very useful salt, Dr. Elliotson ob- 
served, in many enlargements of the abdo- 
men and other parts. 


COLIC ARISING FROM LEAD. 

In William’s Ward was a very good case 
of colic from lead, which was treated very 
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simply and cared. The man’s name was I observation has hitherto gone, I believe that 
Thomas Passmore ; he was aged 52, was full doses of purgatives will answer as well 
admitted on the 4th, and presented on the without opium as with it ; and as, although 
25th of November. He said that he had been opium may do good in the first instance, 
ill a montii, had had no stool for three days, | there is a chance of the bowels becoming 
and, indeed, had never had a stool oftener more sluggish afterwards ; I have fallen into 
than that during the whole month. He was the habit of giving purgatives without it, 
labouring under vomiting and violent pain of and my cases do just as well as the cases of 
the abdomen, such as is vulgarly ascribed to those who give opium in addition. 

» twisting of the intestines — tormina ; on However, this man took opium but once, 
pressure, however, there was little increase and then only one grain, so that no infe- 
of pain, or rather, indeed, some portion of rence can be drawn from this case ; he took 
the pain was diminished. But besides the forty grains of calomel, and two or three 
pain, which thns appeared to be of a spas- ounces of castor oil : all this medicine open- 
modic character, there was tenderness. The ed his bowels, and he got the better of the 
tenderness was inconsiderable, and on mak- spasm ; but now more or less of an inflam- 
iog pressure he experienced considerable matory state came on in a decided manner, 
relief, though he felt soreness ; the case, There was tenderness of the abdomen ; a 
therefore, was, no doubt, much more one of severe pain down his thighs; the tongue 
spasm than of inflammation, though it par- was brown, and his face became flushed. It 
took of both. The pain was greatest about is also to be remembered, that he said he 
the umbilicus. He had had uo sleep for had a fall upon the abdomen six years ago, 
some time, in consequence of the pains in which of course rendered the abdomen more 
the back and limbs. This is a fact worthy liable to inflammation on the application of 
of notice. The pulse was only 72, and was an exciting cause. I found it necessary 
full and soft ; material inflammation, there* the next day to bleed him to syncope, to 
fore. Was out of the question, and the prin- put on twenty leeches, and to follow that 
cipal part of the affection evidently con- by a poultice of bran. It was necessary, in 
sisted in spasm. His faee was not flushed, two days, to apply twelve leeches to the 
and his skin was cool. I asked him if abdomen, and after the application of these 
he had been exposed to lead , to which he did very well. 

he 'replied in the negative, and I, of course, For opening the bowels in colic, I believe 
could dot say that be was not speaking one of the best plans is to give a large dose 
the trnth. I gave him a scruple of ca- of calomel, say a scruple, for securing the 
lorael, and ordered him to take half an operation of other purgatives to be given in 
ounce of castor oil every two hours after- repeated doses subsequently. A large dose 
wards, till ^e was purged. He said at night sits on the stomach as well as a small one, 
that the pain was more severe, and that he and does not operate violently. An injec- 
had had no motjon. The gentleman who saw tion of three onnces of oil of turpentine at 
him in the evening gave him another scru- the same time is very useful ; this medicine 
pie of calomel and a grain of opium, this might be given by the mouth, like the 
Being followed by castor oil ; his bowels then other purgatives. When all things fail, dash- 
feecame opened, and two stools occurred. ing cold water on the belly and legs has 
• It is the custom of many excellent prac- often succeeded, just as it sometimes does 
titioners to give opium in large doses at the in spasmodic retention of urine. The intro- 
first, with the purgatives, and I have no duction of tobacco-smoke into the rectum 
denbt that it is a very good practice, pro- ought never to be omitted, when the case 
vided you give purgatives briskly, for the proves rebellious to ordinary measures. — ■ 
opium can then do no great harm, and possi- There is a little apparatus for this purpose ; 
bly may do good ; it may, in fact, act indirect- but when faintness and the pulse show the 
!y as a purgative, by lessening the spasm, system to be influenced, you should desist 
This, 1 believe, is almost the only instance, from the insufflation, and after a time, if the 
except in the case of extraordinary idiosyn- bowels do not relax, repeat it. Sydenham 
•racy, in which opium opens the bowels ; had so high an opinion of this in constipa- 
but still, in this disease, the ultimate effect tiou, firom bis experience, that he says,— 
of opium is to leave the bowels more con* “ Ego fumuin nicotians sive tabaci ex tubulo 
fined than before, and therefore I am not in inverso per vesicam majusculam in intestina 
the habit of employing it. I think I have validissime insufflatum, enema omnium quas 
found that the cases do as well when you mihi innotescunt hactenus, efficacissimum 
give simple purgatives as when you admi- esse duco.” 

sister opium. I am not, however, speaking After his colic and inflammation were 
decidedly on this point. I have not compared cured, he had severe pains in his limbs, for 
a sufficient number of cases to say whether which he employed the hot bath, and that 
simple purgatives, or their union with quickly and entirely removed them. Now 
flptum, wiU a&ewer best ; but so % as my the occurrence of these pqins strengthened 
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original suspicion, tiiat the men bed been 
in the way oflead. When oolic occurs 
from cold, or an obstruction in the intes- 
tines within or without (for any- thing that 
obstructs them will cause oolic, whether, for 
example, it be the pressure of a structured 
abdominal opening in hernia, or a collection 
of hard faeces within), whatever causes it, if 
it be not lead, there is seldom pain in the 
back and in the extremities. The occurrence 
of paiu there in the first instance made roe ask 
whether he had not been in the way oflead, 
and lie denied that he had ; but when I saw, 
after the colic waa gone, that the pains were 
severe in the extremities, snd that the warm 
bath took them away, I had still stronger 
suspicions, and questioned him over and over 
again, till at last he said he had been en- 
gaged in painting a ship (he was s seafaring 
man), but could not have supposed that that 
produced the colic, or he would have said 
yes when I questioned him. Patients will 
continually teaze you in this way ; they will 
not give a plain and true answer, but will be 
guided by what they think. Although he 
had been in the way oflead, yet, because he 
thought it could not have hurt him, he de- 
nied it altogether. This is a difficulty that 
jrou will every day meet with in investi- 
gating cases. Although, however, he had 
only been engaged one day in painting the 
vessel, be had of course been exposed to th* 
effluvia of lead afterwards till the paint 
was dry. This exposure had occurred, lie 
said, some little time before the colic began, 
which might be correct, but the exposure 
might have left a disposition to colic, and 
then an accidental cause might have brought 
on the complaint. This is just what we see 
in ague, where i*ersons have been exposed 
to malaria. Ague frequently will not appear 
at the time, but the tendency to the disease, 
nay, perhaps the poison itself, being in the 
system, the persona will go on for a long 
period, perhaps several months, when the 
disease will appear if they take cold. So it 
might have been with tins man with regard 
to the lead ; accidental circumstauces might 
have acted upon the predisposition acquired 
by his exposure to the lead. When colic 
arises from lead, it is oftdh preceded, accom- 
panied, or followed, by those severe pains 
in the loins and extremities. When you 
give lead internally as a medicine, you will 
find that if you are obliged to administer it 
in large quantities, the most severe pains of 
tliose parts will sometimes result. You 
may keep the bowels open during the exhi- 
bition of the superacetate of lead, and pre- 
vent all colic, but frequently severe pains 
in the extremities come on afterwards ; 
these are best removed by the warm-bath, 
or by colchicum, but I believe that the 
warm-bath answers better than any-thing 
1 } is among the peculiar effects of 


lead to produce violent pains in the back 
and the extremities. There is another ob- 
servation to be drawn from the considera- 
tion of thia case, namely, that although 
colic is a spasmodic complaint, it is very lia- 
ble to become an inflammatory one ; it is 
very liable to become enteritis. We see 
this every day in colic from strangulated 
hernia. The symptoms are at first colic; 
the pain comes and goes, and there is no 
pyrexia ; but after a time, sooner or later, 
you have tenderness of the abdomen, with 
all the marks of abdominal inflammation, 
and, ultimately, mortification. It is just 
the same with colic of all kinds ; if there 
be the least obstruction, and it is unremoved, 
inflammation is sure to appear : and even if 
it be removed, if this is not effected in good 
time, inflammation nay still come on. Here 
the disease had lasted, more or less, a month, 
and the opening of the bowels did not pre- 
vent inflammation ; indeed, that which was. 
mere teudcrnes — slight tenderness of the 
abdomen on the first day that he came to 
the hospital, soon became extreme tender- 
ness; his pulse got up, bis face became 
flushed, his tongue brownish, and it was 
necessary to bleed him. Independently of 
this, you will often find it useful to bleed in 
colic, just as in the early stage of strangu- 
lated hernia, or spasm of any sort through- 
out the body ; for relaxation of spasm is 
often effected by bleeding. If the pulse bo 
full, and the person strong and in the prime 
oflife, it is often a good practice to bleed ; 
it produces relaxation of the whole frame, 
and, consequently, relieves the parts that 
are in a state of spasmodic contraction 
among the rest. This is a good practice also 
on another account ; it tends to prevent in- 
flammation ; though the moment signs of 
that appear, you ought to treat the disease 
as one of an inflammatory character. If the 
colic had not presently yielded, I should 
have bled this man ; and although it did 
yield, yet, as tenderness increased, I lost 
no time in bleeding him the next day. It is 
also to be remembered in colic, that no aptin 
phlogistic measures can do good if the ob- 
struction continues in spite of them an4 
other means, for it keeps up the inflamma- 
tion. I recollect beiug called to a map 
twelve months ago, who was labouring 
under a dreadful colic after drinking % 
quantity of rum. The pain was much di- 
minished by pressure ; pressing with tbs 
whole weight of my body on the abdomen 
with both hands lessened his pain roaterir 
ally, but his obstruction never gave way. 
Oil of turpentine was given both by tbs 
mouth and the rectum, and every sort of 
purgative was administered ; opium was 
also given iu full doses, but none of these pro- 
duced any effect ; none of them would opep 
hi# bowels, Inflammation sttperypped, 
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he died. It appealed that this colic came 
on in a moment, and, by post-mortem e'xnmi- 
iiation, it was found that one portion of the 
ihlestine had passed within another ; intus- 
susception had taken place, and adhesion 
had thu 80 ccurred around the iutus-suscepted 
part, the intestine was completely obstruct- 
ed, so that nothing, of course, could have 
relieved his complaint short of opening the 
abdomen, and operating upon a portion of 
the irttestinal tube. This, however, could 
liot have been effected in the present in- 
stance, because there was no greater indica- 
tion of an obstruction in one part of the ab- 
domen than in another; there was no pain 
in one spot more than another — no tume- 
faction or induration. Although some sur- 
geons have performed this operation, it is a 
practice that one would hardly be inclined 
to adopt, unless in some rare cases where 
the situation of the obstruction was very 
clear, and the person in certain danger, 
though without having sunk too far. 


SCARLATINA. 

There was likewise presented in William’s 
Ward a case of scarlet fever, affording a very 
good illustration of that disease, and of the 
treatment which it is best to adopt for so 
guiding the disease that it may go on 
mildly and torment the patient but little. 
Like most of these cases, it occurred in a 
young subject, a hoy named James Harris, 
aetat. 10, who was admitted into William’s 
Ward on the 11th of November. He had 
been ailing for a month, but on the 9th of 
November was seized with rigours, which 
were followed by heat, pain of the head, 
and sickness. On the 10th, a redness of the 
skin was observed about the chest, which on 
the 11th, the day of admission, had extended 
over the whole body ; and the day the affec- 
tion appeared, he complained for the first 
time of a sore throat, and there was, at his 
admission on the 11th, an ulcer on one tonsil, 
covered by an ash-coloured tenacious exu- 
dation, such as is generally considered a 
slough. The tongue was tremulous, and red 
round the edges; the pulse frequent and 
small, as much as 150 ; he complained of 
pain in the forehead, sickness, and heat, 
with great thirst; the bowels were rather 
confined. 

You know that scarlet fever belongs to 
the exanthemata of Dr. Willan ; that it is a 
disease which occurs only once, and affects 
children particularly. I believe its recur- 
rence in the same person is not more fre- 
quent than the recurrence of small-pox 
or measles. Dr. Willan soys, that atnong 
two thousand cases lie never saw it occur 
more than once ; but that it does recur, the 
same as measles and small pox, is undoubt- 
edly true. There are exceptions to this 


very general rule. Many persons are insus- 
ceptible of this disease, not merely adults, 
hut children. Many children who are as 
much exposed to it as others, never have it. 

I myself have never had the disease, though 
continually exposed to its iufection, and 
there are hundreds and thousands of others 
who have not, although, like me, they have 
- gone through the common diseases inciden- 
tal to childhood, such as small-pox, cow- 
pox, chicken-pox, hooping-cough, and mea- 
sle^ It is thought that children are more 
liable to this affection than adults, but 1 do 
not know that this is quite proved. In 
childhood, as much as at any other period, 
we are exposed to the contagion, and are 
therefore as likely to catch it then as at an- 
other time ; and, further, as when we have 
had it once we cannot have it again, adults, 
for the most part, must escape, without the 
disposition to it being at all greater in in- 
fancy, than afterwards. If you suppose an 
equal susceptibility of the disease during 
the whole of life, as all are exposed to its 
infection from infancy upwards, and scarcely 
any have it a second time, of course the 
greater number of instances of the disease 
must occur in children. Scarlet fever is 
not by any means so usual a complaint, 
whether in children or adults, as the mea* 
ales and small-pox. 

It is not certain what is the period that 
elqpses between the application of the con- 
tagion and the appearance of the disease. I 
believe, with respect to all contagions what- 
ever, that there is a great variety of periods, 
and I do not think that there is a rule for 
any of them, because where we can make 
accurate observation, as in gonorrhcea and 
syphilis, we see that there actually is a great 
variety. Scarlet fever is said to appear in 
general within four or five days after the 
contagion has been applied. The interval 
is longer, generally, in adults. It is not 
exactly known how long a person is capable 
of communicating the contagion after he has 
had the disease; perhaps not longer than 
two or three weeks, unless desquamation of 
the cuticle continue ; and then the exfolia- 
tions appear to he so impregnated with the 
poisonous secretion of the skin, that they 
may give it as long as they continue to be 
formed. How long they may retain the con- 
tagion after separation, Ido not know. 

The disease usually begins, as it did in 
this child, with a feeling of general illness, 
pain in the head, and chilliness, which are 
soon followed by heat, thirst, and sickness, 
and all the symptoms of pyrexia. There is 
this difference in the early period of this 
disease between it and small-pox, that 
in small-pox there is frequently intense 
pain in the loins, sometimes dreadful pain, 
especially in adults, such as would almost 
make you fancy an inflammation that might 
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Induce suppuration ; and great tenderness 
of the epigastrium, — symptoms which do 
not occur iu scarlet fever. If a person, 
therefore, be taken ill suddenly, and you 
suspect the appearance of an eruptive dis- 
ease, and yet there is no violent pain of 
the loins, and no extreme tenderness of the 
stomach, you have not the least reason for 
supposing small -pox. In measles, before 
the eruption, there are generally catarrhal 
symptoms. You see the eyes running ; you 
hear the patient sneezing and coughing ; 
the whole face is flushed, and the head very 
heavy. This is not the casein scarlet fever, 
which does not so much affect the conjunc- 
tiva and the air passages, whether the nos- 
trils, larynx, or bronchiae, as do the mea- 
sles : there is nothing like catarrh ; and, 
therdfore, when you see violent symptoms 
of that, you may suppose that the disease 
will be measles, and not scarlet fever. When 
the eruption has begun a short time, there 
generally can* be no doubt ns to its true 
nature ; minute red points appear upon the 
face and neck, extremely small ; they soon 
become innumerable, run together, and 
within twenty -four hours, form continuous 
patches over the trunk and extremities ; the 
patient then looks very like a boiled lob- 
ster, or as if he had been smearedwith rasp- 
berry-juice ; it is a bright scarlet colour, 
that does not appear in measles, or in any 
other disease ; the hue is most vivid at the 
flexures of the joints and in the loins ; the 
efflorescence is especially continuous round 
the fingers, seldom so much so on the trunk. 
The skin altogether is smooth in this dis- 
ease ; but if you examine it very accurately, 
you will find exceedingly minute asperities, 
like, the cutis anserina , where the skin is 
naturally rougher than in other parts. The 
small points of the skin become a little in- 
flamed, and, consequently, there is not a 
coarse roughness, such as may be felt in the 
face, under measles, but a minute roughness, 
which may just be felt with the very ends 
of the finger ; but for this, you might say, 
that there were merely red patches of the 
skin. 

You are not, however, to suppose that 
what are called cutaneous diseases are mere 
diseases of the skin ; they are all called 
cutaneous diseases, it is true ; but it would 
be wrong to suppose that these diseases are 
limited to the skin. In measles, the mucous 
membrane of the nostrils, the conjunctiva, 
the mucous membrane of the air-passages, 
often down to the very air-cells, — nay, oc- 
casionally the substance of the lungs and 
the pleura, and even the intestines, are 
much affected. In small-pox there is often 
great affection of the larynx, — such as fre- 
quently destroys life ; a great affection, also, 
of the epigastrium ; the stomach is particu- 
larly tender, and is really inflamed from the 
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very first. So in the case of scarlet fever, 
you are not to consider it a mere disease of 
the skin ; it certainly does not much affect 
the eyes or the nose, but it does affect the 
inside of the mouth, the tonsils, the velum 
pendulum palati, the pharynx, and the 
tongue, often moat intensely. These symp- 
toms are more or less observed in almost 
every case, and in some instances the parts 
are affected to a violent degree, so that, in- 
deed, their state particularly co-operates in 
causing death. There is sometimes, like- 
wise, in this disease, an inflammation of the 
stomach and intestines ; the mucous mem- 
brane of the alimentary canal is affected be- 
I low the pharynx, so that there is tenderness 
I of the epigastrium ; and sometimes there is. 
as I shall presently mention, inflammation 
of the head, inflammation within the chest, 
or lungs, as well as iu the abdomen. In all 
these diseases, the inside of the head often 
suffers extremely ; more or less inflamma- 
tion occurs there. These are really diseases 
of almost the whole system. 

The case which 1 have now mentioned 
was one of that form of the disease called 
scarlatina anginosa. There are three forms 
of the disease, the first of which is scarla- 
tina simplex, in which the skin only is 
affected, or, rather, the affection within the 
mouth is inconsiderable, not worthy of no- 
tice. In .the second variety the throat is 
affected considerably; hence it is cslled 
scarlatina anginosa . If this occur, which 
it sometimes does, with a disposition to 
mortificaion, the disease is then called scar • 
latina maligna . 

The present case was one of scarlatina an- 
ginosa ; it was a mild case, but still it affect- 
ed the throat, not, however, very severely. 
It is generally on the second day of the 
person's illness that the eruption comes out, 
and it generally lasts a week altogether ; on 
the fourth day of the whole disease the 
affection is at its height ; about the fifth it 
declines, so that interstices and patches reap- 
pear; about the sixth there is an indistinct 
eruption only ; on the seventh it is usually 
gone before the end of the day ; and on the 
eighth and ninth the cuticle is seen coming 
on. In the mildest form of the disease the 
tongue is red, but if there be much inflam- 
mation of the mouth, — that species of the 
disease properly called scarlatina anginosa , 
— you see the tongue not only red, as if the 
mucus upon it were sprinkled with grains of 
cayenne pepper, but the papillae are so elon- 
gated, as well as red, as to project consider- 
ably through the mucus. The tonsils, and 
the velum pendulum palati, are entirely red, 
and you see them covered here and there by 
dirty exudations or sloughs ; these, of course, 
vary in quantity, so that between them 
and the tumefaction the patients can some- 
times scarcely swallow or breathe. It is dia- 
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eased mueus in' the one case, and when re- 
moved you see the inflamed surfaces below ; 
when it is a real slough an ulcer is seen on 
its removal, that is, in the anginosa, when 
the inflammation of the throat is intense. 
In this state the general symptoms are much 
more severe ; there is more shivering at 
first, and afterwards more intense heat of 
the body. The heat is so intense as to be 
at 107°, 108°, or 111°; but even in the mild 
form of the disease, where the throat is 
scarcely affected, you will find the heat very 
intense. The eyes, too, are affected, and so 
is the nose, but to nothing like the degree j 
that you see in measles, though sometimes | 
the face so swells that the eyes are closed. 
It’ is observed in this form of the eruption 
that it does not come out on the second day, 
as in the mild form,\but at a later period; 
nor does it fully come out : it comes and 
goes, and the disease does not terminate so 
decidedly altogether ; the desquamations 
will continue for some weeks. In this ex- 
treme form of the disease the symptoms are 
all severer from first to last. When there 
are symptoms of great malignity, there are 
signs of great debility ; the throat is in a 
slate of dark sloughing, mortification takes 
place, and the most putrid smell is per- 
ceived, and, for the most part, the patients 
die. Now, in the case under consideration, 
one ulcer occurred upon the left tonsil. 
When the ash-coloured slough was re- 
moved, au ulcer appeared under it. 

. The treatment consisted simply in keeping 
tbe patient clean and cool, and in giving him 
scarcely any-tliing to eat. You will find a 
great number of cases of scarlatina do per- 
fectly well if no medicine be given. This is 
almost always the rule of treatment. Keep 
your patient cleau and ceol, and equally 
avoid internal stimulants, by giving him as 
little food, and that as little nutritious as 
possible. Thus treated, he is almost sure to 
do well. You will hear persons say that 
they have given a particular medicine in 
two or three thousand cases, and these have 
all done well ; and another will say the 
same thing with respect to some other me- 
dicine. I have no doubt that if they had 
given no medicines the cases still would 
have done well, provided the patients were 
kept clean and cool, and given only diluent 
drinks. There can, how r ever, be no doubt 
of the propriety of one sort of medicine, and 
that is aperients, because an open state of 
bowels very much lessens the general irri- 
tation of the system, by the removal of the 
unhealthy and disordered secretions which 
it necessarily produces, and by gently eva- 
cuating the vascular system ; but I believe 
that is all that is required in by far the 
greater number of cases. There was at one 
time a great antipathy to purgatives, found- 
on the supposition that they were ex- 


hausting. It is remarked by Dr. Bateman,' 
that the patients were first exhausted by the 
treatment adopted, that fires were light- 
ed in the rooms, the doors and windows 
were kept shut, additional clothes were put 
upon the bed, and the patients were kept in 
such a state of heat and excitement, aud so 
much exhaustion was produced, that pur- 
gatives became really hazardous. Moderate 
purgatives, however, are all that are requi- 
site. You must carefully open the windows 
and doors, according to the season of the 
year, and let the patient be but lightly 
covered. This patient was at first washed 
several times a day with cold water, and 
afterwards with tepid wate(. There is no 
objection to the application of cold affusion, 
if you ascertain that the temperature is 
steadily above 98 deg., or, indeed, ift the 
patient merely says he is hot. By merely, 
cold water you will induce perspiration bet- 
ter than by other means, and you will some- 
times, it is said, cut short the disease alto- 
gether. It is not, however, an object to cut 
short the disease, because if you so put an 
end to it, the patient will most likely have 
it at another time, and as the disease is 
begun he may as well go through it : the 
object is to lessen, rather thau remove it. 
But whether you use cold affusion, or cold 
ablution, or tepid affusion, or tepid ablution, 
you will find that the practice is exceedingly 
beneficial. I never omit the use of water, if 
the patient feel hot, and be not in a profuse 
sweat. I do not use cold affusion, because. 
I ^ind cold, or tepid, ablution answer tbe 
purpose ; but in every case of this disease, 
where the heat is above the natural standard,. 
I have the patient washed several timee 
a-day, as long as the heat continues, with 
either cold or warm water, whichever he 
prefers. I never yet lost a case of this dis- 
ease. 

It is to be regretted that the French do not 
seem yet to know the value of cold water 
in fever. M. Jttayer, whose work on cuta- 
neous diseases, coming after Willan’s, and. 
founded to a great extent upon it, is alto- 
gether a far better and more copious work*, 
says that the application of cold water to the 
surface is too much extolled by the English,, 
and that we should uot go beyond wetting 
the epigastrium. Yet he acknowledges that 
he has never dared to employ it as directed 
by Currie, Withering, Bateman, and others. 

I know that it is not at ail too much extol- 
led ; and the comfort of cold ablution, to say 
nothing more of it, is indescribable. Jti&, 
our neighbours’ fancy that it may produce 
anasarca. It might, if employed when un- 
necessary, that is, when the skin is not hot 
and dry, and anasarca generally follows this 
disease when the patieut has been improper- 
ly exposed to cold, and especially to cold 
and wet ; but so absurd a misapplication q( 
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^remedy it no argument again st it. No re- 
medy is really a remedy, but when well- 
timed ; nullum datup remedium quin solo 
tempestivo usu tale fiat . I hare seen incal- 
culable good from cold and tepid ablution, 
but never the slightest harm. 

Abstinence from food is of the greatest im- 
portance : you should give nothing but tea. 
barley- water, and similar diluents. Bleeding 
generally, and particularly locally, from the 
head, thioat, chest, or abdoraon, is some- 
times required. When the throat is affect- 
ed, you will find that one of the most useful 
applications is the chloride of soda or lime. 
This was used in the present instance around 
the bed ; but you will find it one of the most 
serviceable gargles that you can employ. 
You must remember, however, that children 
cannot gargle the. throat, and sometimes 
adults are in such a state that gargling is 
out of the question ; in such cases you must 
apply it by means of a syringe, squirting it 
all over the mouth and fauces : this should < 
be done every hoar or two : the solution 
should be diluted, so as not to produce pain ; 
I have continually employed it for the last 
two or three years, and certainly with the 
most beneficial effect. It comforts the pa- 
tient ; it causes the ulcerations to assume a 
healthy appearance, and throws off the 
sloughs. It is of great use also to employ i 
the chloride of soda or lime about the bed ; 
hut the latter generally is used for these ex- 
ternal purposes. It would appear that the 
chlorides of lime and soda have a tendency 
tp destroy contagion, and on this account I 
sprinkle one of them upon the bed-clothes, 
have it thrown upon the removed linen, place 
it in saucers around the bed, and introduce 
it into the vessels which are used by the 
patient for the purposes of nature. Were it 
only to lessen fcetor, its use in every sick 
room in the latter inode is a great cora- 
furt. I adopted the practice in this case be- 
cause I knew that this was an infection 
which is particularly apt to spread, aud be- 
cause so many children are always in the 
hospital. I recollect the circumstance of a 
patient; being admitted into a ward with 
scarlet fever, and childreu and young men 
in that ward, for nearly two years after- 
wards, were continually seized with scarlet 
iq ver, notwithstanding the hospital is tho- 
rpughly whitewashed and cleaned once a 
year. Where malignant symptoms come on, 
i$ may be necessary to use the treatment 
that is adopted for typhus fever. But it 
is frequently necessary to apply leeches 
in this form of the disease, on account of 
local internal inflammation. There is, how- 
ever, another thing to be remembered 
in connexion with this affection, namely, 
that after it has gone through its stages, the 
patient is very liable to dropsy. It is a sin- 
gular circumetauce, but one welUeatabligh- 
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ed, that after scarlet fever, children are apt ta 
become anas&rcous ; nay, sometimes more 
than anasarcous; to have effusion into the 
head, chest, or abdomen. I believe tbis 
occurrence takes place much more frequent- 
ly in winter and iii cold damp weather, than 
at any other time. Hence, allow me to re- 
peat, that however proper cold affusion, oc 
cold ablution, may be, when the temperature 
is above the naturaUtandnrd,yet, when the 
heat is not above the natural point, and after 
the disease is over, there would be the great- 
est danger, no less than perfect inuiility, in 
their application I believe the dropsy that 
occurs after this disease is almost always of 
an inflammatory nature — that there is either 
a general inflammatory state, or a local in- 
flammation. As in other inflammatory drop- 
sy, the face is affected at the very first. I be- 
lieve that when effusion occurs in the chest 
there is inflammation or sub-inflammation of 
the pleura ; and so with respect to the abdo- 
men, there is peritonitis ; and with respect to 
the head, arachnitis ; or at least the state of 
these parts is inflammatory. I believe that 
this dropsy is best treated by purgatives, 
aud by leeches applied to the parts in which 
it particularly occurs, whether the head, the 
chest, or the abdomen. If there be hydro- 
cephalus, or ascites, or hydrothorax, or if 
there be not — in all cases purgatives are the 
bpst remedies, adopting local bleeding if you 
find local dropsy, and having recourse in in- 
tense cases to bleeding from the arm. It is 
said that digitulis auswers a good purpose, 
that it controls the pulse, that it excites 
the secretion of urine, and that it lessens 
the inflammation altogether. Many cases do 
well with slight or even without any treat- 
ment ; hut 1 believe the best general rule is 
to treat the disease in the first instance, if 
this be not counter-indicated, on the anti- 
inflammatory plan. 


ON TUF. USE OF 

THE STETHOSCOPE 

FOU THE DETECTION OF 

PREGNANCY, A FOETUS IN UTERO, tc c. 

By David C. E. Nagle, A.M., M.B., 
Trinity College , Dublin . 

<f Ov XPV xcu/yuxtoy eSSciy /3ou\rj</>opoy 
ayftpa , 

& \aoi r’ eriTSTpa^arai, tcai 

“ It had never occurred to me (said the 
illustrious Laemiec) to apply auscultation to 
the phenomena of gestation. For this happy 
idea we are indebted to Dr* K&rgaradeo, 
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who obtained by it tiro results, which may 
now be considered as tbe most certain signs 
of pregnancy, namely, the pulsations of the 
foetal heart, and the Biraple blowing pulsa- 
tion (battement simple avec soufflet), or 
placenta sound/’ 

It may, perhaps, be considered presump- 
tion in me to differ in opinion from autho- 
rity so weighty and influential with medical 
men as that which is supported by the 
names of Laennec and Kergaradec. But 
when I venture before the profession with 
views that, to many of its members, may 
appear both nov«»l and untenable, I hope 
they will extend to me all the indulgence 
which should be awarded to one who really 
has no object in view but the advantage 
which may arise from a fair and candid 
examination of opinions and doctrines which 
appear to him to be erroneous. With much 
reluctance, indeed, should I attempt dis- 
senting from any opinion offered by the 
talented Laennec, as k the result of his own 
observation and experience ; but when I 
reflect that, in midwifery at least, he must 
necessarily have bad but a very limited ex- 
perience, I feel sufficient justification for not 
fully coinciding with the inferences which 
he drew from Kegaradec’s researches. 

In a paper which I laid before the public 
in a late Number of The Lancet, I con- 
sidered auscultation to furnish us with the 
most and the only unequivocal sign of preg- 
nancy, in so far as it enables us to hear the 
pulsations of the foetal heart, from the mo- 
ment that it begins to act with any degree 
of energy ; but I must be pardoned if I 
withhold my assent to the importance of the 
other phenomenon -laid down by Kergaradec 
as a sure sign of utero- gestation. I per- 
ceive, with regret, indeed, that in the 
“ Dublin Medical Transactions,” lately pub- 
lished, Dr. Ferguson concurs in opinion 
with Kergaradec, that the 44 placentary 
bruit,” as the former designates it, should 
be considered as “ infallible evidence of a 
foetus in utero and opposed as 1 am to 
such physicians as Laennec and Kergaradec, 
I hope my young and intelligent country- 
man, who himself admits that be bashad but 
a very limited acquaintance with midwifery 
cases, will pardon me for a disagreement in 
opinion with him too, when I submit that 
we are not justified in placing any reliance 
on what is usually denominated tbe “ pla- 
cental soufflet,” as an unequivocal sign of 
impregnation. In justification of this asser- 
tion, 1 trust I shall succeed in laying before 
the profession sufficient proofs and the most 
convincing facts. 

During my attendance at the excellent 
Meath Hospital, 1 endeavoured by much 
industry ana minute attention to tbe dis- 
eases of tbe chest, to familiarize my ear to 
tbe nicest distinction of the r&lea and sounds 


afforded by disease. Prepared as T must 
thus have been for tbe detection of the 
stethoscopic phenomena presented by gesta- 
tion, I entered, from my very commence- 
ment at the Lying-in Hospital, on the in- 
vestigation and analysis of those phenomena. 
The result of some of my inquiries 1 shall 
now endeavour to submit to the profession. 

I have already stated that the simple blow- 
ing arterial murmur, designated by some 
"placental soufflet,” heard in the advanced 
stages of utero-gestation, should not be con- 
sidered as an unquestionable sign of impreg- 
nation, and I trust I shall show by most 
I satisfactory proofs that it is wrongly deno- 
| minated placental, the placenta in my mind 
| having nothing to do with its production. 
The contrary opinion I know is confidently 
maintained in a paper published in the last 
| volume (5th) of the “ Dublih Hospital Re- 
ports,” by Dr. Kennedy, for whose under- 
standing and industry I entertain so much 
respect, that I should be sorry even to in- 
sinuate that in his hands the stethoscope 
should be considered as an “ inutile lig- 
num.” 

In tbe appendix to Laennec “by Forbes, 
2d edit., p. 703, it is stated that 44 the bel- 
lows sound” is usually heard 41 on the side 
! opposite to that on which the festal pulsa- 
tion is perceived ; but this is bp no means 
constant” The latter part of this extract 
is, I humbly submit, the only portion of it 
deserving our attention ; for in some hun- 
dreds of cases in which I carefully examined 
this phenomenon, I have, in ninety-nine in- 
stances out of every hundred, heard it as 
well on tbe one side as on the other in the 
same patient. It may, I admit, be masked 
on one side in some degree by tbe pulsations 
of the foetal heart ; but an acute and prac- 
tised ear will experience no great difficulty 
in detecting it even then. The great and 
unusual difficulty is, to find a case where it 
is really confined to one side. Whenever 
I happened to meet with any want of facility 
in detecting this sound during tbe day-time, 
I returned to tbe examination in the still- 
ness of night, and generally beard it with- 
out much trouble, noting carefully that it 
was not that which proceeded from tbe op- 
posite side. 

When tbe patient is placed in the re* 
cumbent posture, with only a sheet inter- 
posed between the sternal extremity of tbe 
stethoscope and the abdomen, tbe ausculta- 
tor will in most cases detect the soufflet at a 
point midway between tbe umbilicus and 
the superior anterior spinous process of tbe 
ilium, but not unfrequently closer to tbe 
latter. It often extends from this point to- 
wards tbe middle of Poupart’s ligament, the 
loudness of tbe murmur in many cases in- 
creasing in a very marked degree as we de- 
scend ; yet it not rarely assumes near the 
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ganent a sharper character. From the 
same point it can often be traced upward 
and forward towards the mesial line, in the 
course, as it were, of the trunk of the latereU 
uterine arteries, which, it must be remem- 
bered, is enormously enlarged in the ad- 
vanced stages of gestation. Thus then, in 
most cases, the soufflet can be traced from 
the middle of Poupart’s ligament to a poiut 
midway between the scrobiculus cordis and 
the centre of a line extending from the an- 
terior superior spinous process of the ilium 
to the umbilicus; and, in general, it is at 
the same time audible on both sides. Of 
this I hare had indeed many satisfactory 
proofs ; for instance, in the first of the twin 
cases recorded in No. 3 76 of The Lancet, 
in which case, while examining the patient, 
I pointed out the fact to Dr. Kenneay. To 
this circumstance respecting the sound I 
must beg leave to direct attention, while 
from the nature of the soufflet, and the ex- 
tent of surface over which it could be heard, 
I endeavour to draw an argument against 
Dr. Kennedy's theory, that “ the placenta] 
soufflet is heard indifferently over the abdo- 
men," and that '* it depends on the trans- 
mission of blood through the arteries of that 
part of the uterus to which the placenta is 
attached." 

It will be recollected that in the above 
Case of twins I stated that there was but 
one placenta. The patient having died, this 
was found to have been attached to the 
upper part of the fuudus of the uterus, 
which, I also stated, was more than usually 
distended previous to delivery. Now, if 
the soufflet be owing to the attachment of 
the placenta in a case where it was thus 
affixed, it is very improbable that the soufflet 
could extend equally ou both sides all the 
way down to the middle of Poupart's liga- 
ment, without gradually decreasing as we, 
in the descent of the cylinder, receded from 
the radiant point. Besides, when the cylin- 
der was moved across any part of the abdo- 
men from one side to the other, the soufflet 
could not be detected to extend uninter- 
ruptedly , even at the upper part of the 
Uterus, as we might reasonably expect it to 
do, particularly when it was traceable down 
even to Poupart's ligament. We must 
therefore account upon other principles for 
the occurrence of the sound on both sides. 
Dr. Kennedy's expression, '* heard indiffer- 
ently," is so equivocal, that I am at a loss 
to determine the precise seuse in which he 
meant to use it. If he means to imply, as 1 
believe he does, that the sound can be 
heard, no matter what part of the abdomen 
we examine for it, the above case, andmany 
others, will be directly opposed to him. In 
numerous cases I found the soufflet dis- 
tinctly audible for a few square inches be- 
tween the superior anterior spinous process 


of the iliuax and the umbilicus, but often 
approaching close to the latter, and it was 
even then quite perceptible in both iliac 
fossae also. The question for us to deter* 
mine in a case of this kind is, whether the 
sound on the opposite side is the effect of 
; radiations from that part where the placenta 
might be supposed to have its attachment. 

: Now the placenta was placed on that part, 
or it was not. If the placenta was placed 
on that spot, and thus gave rise to the 
soufflet on both sides, we might reason* 
ably expect that this soufflet would radiate 
| from one aide to the other across the ante- 
rior surface of the uterus where the space 
must be narrower, rather than across the 
I posterior wall where the greatest extension 
of the uterus is known to take place. Yet 
in no case was I ever able to trace it across 
the anterior surface of the abdominal pari* 
etes in an uninterrupted course, or even to 
detect it under the mesial line, except when 
it proceeded from the epigastric arteries, from 
which it can, iu such a case, be easily proved 
to arise. But if the placenta was not situ* 
ated on that part of the side of the uterus 
over which the murmur was so audibly 
heard, it will follow as a necessary conse- 
quence, that the murmur there must have 
originated in some other cause, an admission 
that would be fatal to Dr. Kennedy’s theory, 
and the practical inferences he deduces from 
it. Now the cause of the murmur existing 
almost invariably in this spot, may, I con- 
ceive, be found greatly, nay chiefly, owing 
to the fact mentioned in bis own paper, 
p. 239, that “ in the neighbourhood of the 
ligaments, at the lateral parts of the uterus, 
we shall also find a more full distribution 
of vessels, even when the ptacenta is not 
attached to this part, as the principal ves- 
sels which conneot the uterus with the ma- 
ternal system pass into it here” To this 
fact I beg particular attention, as it is cal- 
culated very much to facilitate the settle- 
ment of the disputed question respecting 
the site of the murmur, and, consequently, 
whether, as we shall have occasion to dis- 
cuss hereafter, the discreet and guarded prac- 
titioner would, without any oilier siun, be 
warranted by any change in the quality of 
that murmur alone, to pronounce on the life 
or death of a foetus in utero. 

Another position of Dr. Kennedy is, that 
when the soufflet is heard over the whole 
uterus, the placenta is then attached to the 
anterior wall of the organ. It will be easy, 
1 think, to prove that this inference is un- 
fairly deduced. In such a case the soufflet 
would be more distinctly audible, in propor- 
tion as we approached in our examination to 
the point of insertion, whereas the contrary 
is the fact ; for the more we recede from 
the mesial line towards the iliac fossae, the 
clearer, as far as my experience at least 
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Warrants the assertion , does the murmur ted into the Lying-in Hospital with ahor-, 
invariably become. Now let me suppose tion threatening, in consequence. of ill usage 
that the placenta is situated under the me- received about three weeks previous. My 
sial line, what should we expect 1 Why, acute and intelligent friend, Surgeon R.Ilo- 
that the soufflet would be most distinctly binson, was engaged in examiniug, with the 
audible over a space coinciding with the stethoscope, this woman when I entered the 
diameter of the placenta, and become fainter ward. He expressed a wish that I should 
hnd fainter as we receded from that point of examine the case, observing to me, that he 
tadiation. But 1 have already shown that could not hear the foetal heart, but could 
the contrary is the fact. The same mode distinctly perceive, in the right iliac fossa, a 
of reasoning will apply if, the placenta be murmur prolonged , and not by any means 
situated on the furidus of the uterus, for the “ abrupt “ but if 1 am (said he) to be 
murmur is generally heard louder at a point influenced in my diagnosis by the theory of 
which is nearer to the pubes than to the Dr. Kennedy (the truth of which he knew 
fundus of a distended uterus. me all along to deny in the most decided 

In order to meet some assertions of the terms), I must, from the distinctness and pro- 
French writers, it will be necessary to refer longed nature of the murmur, conclude that 
to page 703-4 of Laennec. There he says, the foetal circulation is still going on.** I 
u What seems to me most probable is, that examined the patient, could detect no feta( 
the sound in question exists in the chief pulsation, but heard, on the right side, the 
artery distributed to the placenta,” and then murmur as described; it was also audible 
alludes to a communication made to him by in the left iliac fossa, but weaker than on 
Dr. Ollivry, who is represented to have ex- the opposite side. Convinced that by this 
pressed himself to the following effect: — case too I should be furnished with a power- 
** The point where I had previously heard ful argument against Ollivry and against 
the blowing pulsations, corresponded exactly Dr. Kennedy’s theory, respecting the qua- 
with the point in which the placenta was lity of the murmur being a test indicative of 
implanted and again ; “ A proof that the the life or death of a foetus in utero, I re- 
cause is what you have stated, is found in mained in the ward until about four o’clock 
the fact that the sound ceases the very mo- that day, at which hour the patient was de- 
ment the umbilical chord is cut.” In his livered of a foetus, very small, dead, and sq 
opinion a very triumphant, but in mine a putrid, that not only had the funis beei^ 
very lame and impotent, conclusion.” As divided, as it would appear, for some coiir 
Laennec has himself successfully ridiculed siderable time previously, but, as it was a 
the “ post hoc, ergo propter hoc” mode of breech presentation and the parts in a very 
argument, perhaps 1 shall be fortunate undilated state, I bad considerable, difficulty 
enough to meet forgiveness from some of during the extraction of the foetus to prevent 
those distinguished men whose doctrineB I its limbs from falling asunder. The patient 
am thus presuming to impugn, if I submit was in about the seventh month of her preg- 
that Ollivry’s u prope hoc, ergo propter hoc” nancy; had received, about three weekq 
‘is equally inconclusive. Tlie admirers of before her delivery, an injury on the side 
Drs. Laennec, Kergaradec, Ollivry, Fergu- (after which occurrence she did not feel the 
son, and Kennedy, will be startled, perhaps, foetus to move in utero), and the suspicion 
when I assert that the ** self-same ” ideriti- of its having been three weeks dead was 
cal description of murmur or soufflet, which fully justified by its excessive putridity. It 
usually occurs in the advanced stages of is important to observe, that the placenta, 
pregnancy, is distinctly presented to the ear, in this case, was very much impoverished, 
when there is no foetal circulation at all and its diameter not greater than that of the 
going on — where there is or has been no palm of an adult’s baud. This case, then, 
placental And now for the proofs. proves, not only that the murmur is quite 

In the first place I shall venture to assert, independent of the foetal circulation, but 
that the foetal circulation has nothing to do that persons, unaccustomed to accurate ste- 
in the production of the murmur in ques- thoscopic observations, would, if influenced 
tion; that it can and does exist with its by Dr. Kennedy’s theory respecting the 
characters unaltered, even when that circu- quality of the soufflet affording a sure indi- 
lation is destroyed, no matter for what catiou of the life or death of a fetus in utero, 
length of time ; and therefore that we are be liable to fall into very serious and egre- 
to attach no importance either to the soufflet, gious errors, ns, from the practical impor- 
as an infallible test of gestation, or to tance of the fact, I shall have to prove more 
Ollivry’s assertion , that “ the murmur fully in the subsequent part of this paper, 
ceases the very moment the chord is cut.” I shall now proceed in my endeavours tq 
1 could adduce many cases in support of my show, that the presence of a placenta is not 
assertion, but the following will, I hope, necessary for the production of a murmur, 
appear sufficiently decisive. such as we ordinarily bear in the advanced 

On the 27th ultimo, a patient was admit* stages of gestation; and that we can detect 
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it, a b in certain cases of disease, when there 
is, or lies been, no placenta at all. Here 1 
am perfectly at issue with Drs. Ferguson 
and Kennedy, who assume that the soufflet 
should be considered as a test of pregnancy. 
As subversive of such dangerous theory, I 
am happy to have it in my power to instance 
the following case, which Or. Montgomery, 
Professor of Midwifery to the King and 
Queen’s College of Physiciaus in Ireland, 
did me the favour of taxing me to examine 
on the 18th inst., at Sir P. Dunn’s Hospital, 
into which the patient, Ellen Corrigan, aged 
40, was admitted about three months before. 
She had had but one child, now twelve years 
old, after whose birth the catamenia con- 
tinued regular until about four years ago, 
when she was attacked with fever, after 
which they began to exhibit some irregula- 
rity in their quality and the period of recur- 
rence. Immediately after the fever, she 
began to suffer from weakness and sickness of 
the stomach which lasted six months, when, 
for the first time, she observed in the left 
iliac fossa a tumour, a hen’s egg in size. 
This tumour repeatedly produced a lancinat- 
ing pain that would frequently dart across 
the abdomen to the opposite side, to which, 
with a convulsive effort, she would apply 
the hand to arrest as it were the pain, and 
grasp the tumour that, she fancied, had shot 
across from its usual situation. The menses, 
she states, contiuue pretty regular and na- 
tural ; the tumour is subject to great variety 
in size, and at present exhibits many of 
the characters observable on the abdomen of 
a woman in the seventh month of her preg- 
nancy, and indeed the female has often been 
Suspected of being pregnant. The right 
lower extremity is frequently more swollen 
than the left, and the veins are described 
to have been in a very enlarged condition. 
Such is the case I had to examine for the 
“ placental soufflet” of authors; and in the 
right iliac fossa I detected, in the presence 
of Dr. Montgomery, an intense and length- 
ened murmur, which he also heard, and 
which, when the patient lay in the horizon- 
tal posture, I found to proceed from a point 
near the anterior superior spinous process 
of the ilium, upward and forward, towards 
the mesial line, os in cases of pregnancy. 
I then made the patient turn quite on the 
right side, so as to lessen, as far as can be 
done, the pressure on the left iliac vessels ; 
yet the sound could be heard here, even in 
such a posture, without any material change 
in its character ; so in like manner did 1 
examine the right side, where the soufflet 
was invariably more intense than on the 
left. When she got into the erect posture, 
the murmur continued unaltered on the 
right, but became a little weaker on the left 
aide. It is unnecessary to say that I ex- 
amined with particular care this case, so 


interesting, as far as the stethoscope, at 
least, is concerned, it was mentioned that 
the right lower extremity was for more swol- 
len than the left, and that the murmur on 
the right side was louder than on the leit. 
To a reflecting mind may it not appear, 
that these two circumstances might bear 
the relation of cause and effect to one and 
the same thing— increased pressure on the 
right iliac vessels, and, by a necessary con- 
sequence, an obstruction to the free trans- 
mission of blood through them 1 

To an unprejudiced person I would put 
the case thus. If the soufflet in question is 
to be considered an infallible proof of preg- 
nancy, it can exist only where there is or has 
been a placenta . But I may be permitted to 
hope that the above case, of nearly four 
years’ standing, fully justifies the belief, that 
we can have this murmur when there is no 
placenta. I therefore respectfully submit, 
that we should no longer deem it an infalli- 
ble test of utero-gestation. Again ; if the 
murmur depend on the presence of a pla- 
centa, it is only fair to infer, that its inten- 
sity, and the extent of surface over which it 
can be heard, ought to be in proportion to 
the size of the placenta ; but I shall show 
that this proportion does not exist, and 
therefore the conclusion to which we ought 
to come must strike every unbiassed mind. 
First; in the second of the twin cases, which 
I lately laid before the profession, there 
were two placentae, each of the ordinary 
size ; yet I could not, by the most minute 
examination, detect, previous to biith, any 
alteration in the character of the soufflet. 
Again ; on the 17th of September last, a 
female was delivered in the hospital of a 
healthy foetus, whose umbilical chord, of the 
ordinal y size and length, bifurcated within 
three inches of its termination in the pla- 
centa, and each branch was inserted into a 
distinct placenta of the usual size and con- 
sistence ; yet, even in this remarkable case, 
there was no unusual variety observable in 
the nature of the murmur. Thirdly, in the 
case where, as I mentioned, there was a 
very small and impoverished placenta, Mr. 
Robinson and I detected aloud and length- 
ened murmur. 

Having thus far endeavoured, forth© sake 
of truth, to combat the ingenious theory of 
Dr. Kennedy, Ollivry, and others, I feel 
that 1 cannot, with propriety, decline offer- 
ing some observations respecting my own 
opinion about the site of the murmur; this 
I shall venture to do, and shall take it as a 
particular favour, if I am iu error, that my 
misiake should be rectified by some more 
experienced and more intelligent member 
of the profession. In the opinion which I 
am induced to adopt, I have many to agree 
with me ; and I own it is to roe both flat- 
tering and encouraging to find, that xny 
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view fully coincides with that of a highly 
respectable fellow of the King and Queen's 
College of Physicians in Ireland, my very 
talented and very estimable friend Dr. 
Clinton. 

[We defer to a subsequent Number the 
remainder of Dr. Nagle’s observations. — 
Ed. L.] 


SPONTANEOUS EVOLUTION* 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — I entreat Mr. Cooper to believe 
that I disclaim every-thing resembling a 
doubt of his veracity, or disapprobation of 
his treatment of the cases recorded in a late 
number of The Lancet. In my observa- 
tions on bi3 cases, I purpose nothing more 
than to suggest the necessity of the utmost 
caution in following his example, under pe- 
culiar circumstances. With the exception 
of Drs. Kelly and Denman, it has been ad* 
mitted by all writers on the species of la- 
bour incorrectly described as “ spontaneous 
evolution,” that the popular notion of the 
arm’s retrocession, and the conversion of 
the case into a breech presentation, is erro- 
neous. Of the first-named gentleman it is 
necessary to remark that his belief is merely 
an opinion, apparently unsupported by the | 
actual observation of such cases. Dr. Den- ] 
man thought the arm ascended into the I 
uterus ; and I believe Mr. Burns of Glas- 
gow held the same opinion. This misappre- 
hension was first corrected in this country 
by Dr. DoHglass of Dublin, who had been 
preceded in the relation of oq^ case by 
Herder of Weimar. Professor Boer of 
Vienna gives an account of one in which 
the arm receded, but he was not certain that 
it returned into the uterus ; in this instance 
Dr. Gooch believed that the position was 
not of the kind supposed, but that it was 
a breech presentation with the accidental 
descent of the band into the vagina — an 
opinion which is strengthened by the cir- 
cumstance of Boer not having felt the side 
of the child previous to the descent of the 
breech. It is stated by Professors D. Da- 
vis, Drs. Gooch, Douglass, and Herder, 
and confirmed by other practitioners (among 
whom I offer my humble testimony of two 
examples), that the arm is protruded from 
the shoulder; the side of the thorax is pre- 
senting and is protruded through the os 
externum before the breech, which, with 
the lower extremities, follow, and which are 
followed by, the head and the remaining arm. 
Dr. Douglass also mentions that although 
the descent is laterally until the nates arrive, 
" there is a twist made about the centre of 
the curve at the lumbar vertebrae, when 


both buttocks, instead of the Bide of one of 
them, are thrown against the perineum, and 
immediately after, the breech issues forth, 
the upper and back part of it appearing 
first, as if the back of the child bad original- 
ly formed the convex, and its belly the con- 
cave, sides of the curve.” 

Mr. Cooper’s cases are most remarkable 
exceptions to what, on all the testimony we 
are at present possessed of, is certainly the 
general rule ; and with the greatest respect 
and diffidence I suggest the inquiry whether 
he might not have witnessed parellels to 
Boer’s case! If from irritation, fever, and 
all the other first consequences of great ex- 
citement, accompanied by rigidity of the 
parts concerned in the process, the patient 
be suffering, then Mr. Cooper’s would be 
the indispensable remedies: indeed they 
are not only indicated in such cases, but 
ought oftener to precede protracted obstetric 
operations, especially turning, than they do. 
But it may be worth while to inquire how 
often, even with the advantage of this treat- 
ment, it may be good, in cases where the 
supposed evolutiou is expected, to consign 
1 the patient to the result of time, and the 
effoits of nature. When the child is small, 
the pelvis capacious, the mother in good 
health, and has previously borne children y 
efficient pains may be relied on, and the ma- 
jority of such cases will terminate favour- 
ably without the interference of art, and 
with only the loss of the child. Not so, 
however, when the contrary of one, or all, of 
these conditions be found. 

At the time that this variety of difficult 
parturition attracted the attention of the pro- 
fession, instrumental midwifery had not re- 
ceived those valuable accessions which it 
since has, especially at the hands of Dr. D. 
Davis : at that time the, miscalled, spontane- 
ous evolution was looked for as the most de- 
sirable event; and instrumental interven- 
tion was regarded as an evil of greater mag- 
nitude. With our present improved means 
of relieving such cases, I presume to think 
that the instances in which the termination 
by the supposed evolution will be preferred, 
are exceedingly few. It should be remem- 
bered that the children are already dead, or 
their loss is inevitable, and that when all 
hope of changing the position is lost, the 
next best thing to be done, is to complete 
the process as speedily as may be consistent 
with safety to the soft parts of the mother. 
The certainty of the ultimate ability of Na- 
ture to complete the delivery is not a suffi- 
cient reasou for confiding in her; in very 
few cases would she be absolutely incom- 
petent to the performance of the task; but 
it is well known that many may be more 
safely relieved by arc than intrusted to her 
resources. Such do I conceive are a large 
proportion of the cases described as terminat- 
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jag by spontaneous evolution. When they 
occur at the full period of gestation, and oil 
endeavours to alter the position are fruitless, 
what are the certain evils and probable risks 
to be incurred previously to the birth of the 
child? First, its death ; secondly, very 
considerable, and often injurious, pressure 
on the contents of the pelvic cavity ; third- 
ly, great diminution and derangement of the 
vital powers, and the probability of their 
ulterior disturbance, if not their entire ex- 
haustion. What is a more obvious mode, 
or a better, of averting these consequences, 
than delivering the child, which may be 
done by separating the head, when easily 
accessible (which it is not always equally) ; 
or by perforating the presenting part, aud 
(if necessary in consequence of inordinate 
bulk, eviscerating) fixing a crotchet on the 
spinal column, and then extracting it with 
the sam e caution which is required in for- 
ceps operations ? 

In offering these opinions I earnestly 
deprecate any imputation of advocating un- 
necessary and mutilating manipulations, and 
hope that should they be commented on by 
any of your correspondents, they will do me 
the favour to bear this disclaimer in mind, 
and thus supersede the necessity for my 
vindication being aught else than a justifica- 
tion. I am, Sir, 

Your faithful servant, ^ 
William Augustus Walvord. 

Since the above communication I 
have, through the kindness of Mr. Dore, 
an experienced surgeon of Marchmont 
Street, had an opportunity of witnessing a 
novel variety of labour, usually and incor- 
rectly denominated spontaneous evolution. 
I record it, not so much that it is in itself 
highly interesting, but rather that it is an 
additional disproof of the fallacy, that when 
shoulder presentations do not admit of turn- 
ing, they frequently terminate by a sponta- 
neous evolution of the child, and the case 
becomes converted into one of breech or 
foot presentation. 

When 1 saw the patient, she had been 
in labour some hours ; the os uteri was fully 
dilated, the liquor amnii discharged, and 
the uterus strongly contracting round the 
body of the child, whose arm protruded from 
the shoulder, while the right side of the 
thorax engaged with the superior aperture of 
the pelvis. As she had borne several chil- 
dren, had a capacious pelvis, was tolerably 
well in health, and had just entered the 
eighth month of her pregnancy, it was 
deemed expedient to trust the labour to the 
efforts of nuture ; the event justified the 
treatment, for the process was completed 
within a very short time. I did not witness 
its termination, but I am indebted to the po- 
liteness of Mr. Dore for the following de- 

No. 381. 


scription " The arm did not recede ; tbe 
right side of the thorax came first, with the 
head doubled on the left side, and closely 
jammed against it ; then followed tbe breech 
and inferior extremities.” This case affords 
another proof of the incorrectness of Dr. 
Denman's doctrine of spontaneous evolution ; 
and also of Dr. Kelly's error in asserting die 
resiliency of the child's arm at the termi- 
nation of a pain ; for during the short and 
ineffectual attempt which I made to turn, 
which was rendered fruitless by tbe frequent 
recurrence of the pains, I carefully noticed, 
that the positive position of the child waa 
not altered on their subsidence. 

The occurrence of this case at the present 
juncture, occasions a curious speculation in 
my mind, as to the influence of the " crown- 
er’s quest law" on obstetric operations. 
We have lately heard the most atrocious 
slaughter described by a non -medical coro- 
ner as a mere mishap ; and still more re- 
cently have seen a verdict, complimenting 
the perpetration of unnecessary and murder- 
ous dismemberment : under these circum- 
stances it is a very natural inquiry, What 
woultj be the direction of a non-medical 
coroner, when the unavoidable loss of foetal 
life became the subject of inquiry? I shall 
be glad to learn from the advocates of the 
existing system, how a non-medical coroner 
could superintend an investigation where 
the operation of craniotomy or embryotomy 
had been the indispensable condition of 
preserving the more valuable life of the 
mother? 

W. A. W. 


I thb late dr. nuttall* 

To the Editor of The LanceI*. 

Sir, — Having seen a letter published in 
The Lancet, stating the distress of the 
! widow and family of the late Dr. Nuttall, I 
herewith beg to enclose you one pound ; 
ten shillings of which is from myself, the re- 
mainder subscribed by Messrs. Jeffery and 
Smyth, my pupils. The case, indeed, is a 
deploiable one, and 1 am sure cannot fail of 
exciting the sympathy of the profession ; and 
depend upon it my utmost exertions will be 
used among my friends and patients for the 
relief of the unfortunate survivors. Believe 
me to remain. Sir, 

Yours, very sincerely, 

T. A. Stocker. 

Sidmoulh, Dec. 8, 1830. 

*** Received 1/. 


Digitized by v^ooQle 


DD 



408 


Tttfe ROYAL SOCIETY. 


THE LANCET* 

London, Saturday, December 18, 1830. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex 
made his first appearance in the chair of 
the Royal Society on Thursday evening 
last, and it must be confessed that the royal 
personage presented a very prominent 
figure. He was splendidly attired in a 
full court dress, and, in the absence of bril- 
liant scientific attainments, was decorated 
with a profusion of brilliant stars* On tak- 
ing the chair, bis Royal Highness thanked 
the Fellows (t for the honour they had con- 
ferred upon him, by electing him their pre- 
sident ; and assured them, that he should 
constantly use his best endeavours, not 
only to advance the interests of science and 
of the Society (distinct things, certainly), 
but also of every individual Fellow. His 
house (he stated) was at present undergoing 
repair, but as soon as it was in order, it was 
his intention to throw it open, alternately on 
the forenoons and evenings of Wednesdays, 
for the reception of the Fellows, and also of 
men of science. This, he trusted, would 
suit the convenience of the whole of them} 
for those who could not do him the honour 
of breakfasting with him, might be able to 
attend from half-past eight until eleven at 
night. If he failed in any particular, be 
hoped they would not attribute it to a want 
of seal in the cause. They would remem- 
ber that he was young in office. He 
hoped, however, with the assistance of 
the Council, to give them general satisfac- 
tion.” — The fellows appeared highly to 
relish this promising indication of the Royal 
Duke’s substantial merits. His supporters 
are evidently not deceived in their man, and 
we give the Duke every credit for his own 
shrewd discrimination. The Duke, it ap- 
pears, well understands the wants and 
tastes of those who so strenuously advocated 
his cause at the late election. His Royal 


Highness Is evidently of out opinion c6h- 
cerning the Society's abdominal condition, 
and, accordingly, means to support whatever 
there is left of a head , by devoting his 
special attention to the intestines. The 
Duke, whom we really believe to be a very 
worthy man, submitted (out of compliment 
we presume, to those members of the com- 
pany of “ shavers ” to whom he was partly 
indebted for his new dignity), on the 
morning of the day on which he first at* 
tended, to the removal of the sable orna- 
ment of his upper lip ; in a word, his mus- 
taches had yielded to the unrelenting 
edge of the razor, — but we understand that, 
on this occasion, Mr. Pettigrew did not 
operate. 

His Royal Highness, on taking the Chair, 
did not seem very much at ease. In truth, 
from his manner one-would suppose that in 
obtaining his present anchorage he had 
experienced a somewhat perplexing voyage. 
A,t all events, it is possible that the contem. 
plated chance of a wreck had disturbed 
the serenity of his mind, for on admitting a 
gentleman as a fellow, he congratulated 
him on his introduction to the “ Mautioal ” * 
Society. 


The following is a correspondent’s cor- 
rected list of the Gentlemen who openly 
supported Mr. Herschel at the late election. 


“ C. Babbage. 

F. Baily. 

P. Barlow. 

E. Barnard. 

F. Beaufort. 

C. Bell, Surgeon . 

T. Bell, Surgeon. 

J. Bell. 

J. E. Bicheno. 

D. Brewster. 

T. M. Brisbane. 

W. J. Broderip. 

B. C. Brodie, Surge 

E. F. Bromhead. 

E. J. Brooke. 

K. Brown. 

M. J. Brunei. 

J. K. Brunei. 

T. Cotton. 


W, F. Chambers, Fell, 
of Coll, of Phys. 

S. H. Christie. 

H. Coddington. 

H. T. Colebrooke. 

J. Corrie. 

J. Cummin g. 

E. R. Daniell. 

J. F. Daniell. 

M. Davy, M.Da 
G. Dollond. 

G. Ducket. 

. J. Elliotson, Fell, of 
( oil. of Phys. 

H. Ellis. 

W. H. Fitton, Fell, of 
Coll, of Phys. 

E. Forster. 

J. H. Green, Stirg . 


* Query ^ notable.’ WYia. Dto. 
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G. B. Greenhough. W. Prout, Fell . of 

H. Hal lam. Coll, of Pkys. 

G. Harvey. T. Kackel. 

W. Henry, M.D. Q. Keunie. 

H. Hennel, A potheen- J. Rennie. 

ries’ Hall . G. P. Scrope. 

H. Holland, FeU* of A. Sedgwick. 

Coll, of Pkys. R Sheepshanks. 

L. Horner. S. Solly. 

T. Horsfield, M.D. R. II. Solly. 

H. Kater. 8. R. Solly. 

H. B. Ker. W. Somerville, M.D. 

P. P. King. C. Stokes. 

J. G. Shaw Lefevre. E. Trough ton. 

J. Lindley. C. H. Turner. 

J. A. Lloyd. E. Turner, M.D . 

J. W. Lubbock. J. Vetch. 

C. Lyel. J. R. Vivian. 

C. Mackenzie, M.D . R. W. Vivyan. 

G. Mantel, Surgeon . N. Wallicb, M.D. 

H. Mayo, Surgeon. H. Warburton. 

R. J. Murchison. W. Whewell. 

W. Nicl.ol, M.D. R. Willis. 

W. H. Pepys. A. L. Wollaston, M.B. 


There stands before us a pile of letters, 
all couched in terms of indignation and ab- 
horrence, on the subject of the operation* 
performed the other day at St Bartholo- 
mew’s by Mr. Henry Earle. Many cor- 
respondents, who neither sign their names, 
nor give us any means of knowing who they 
are, demand that we should insert their 
communications. Upon what* grounds do 
they require that we should incur a respon- 
sibility from which they themselves are the 
first to shrink 1 It must be recollected, that, 
on another occasion, the publication of the 
TRUTH, cost us nearly one thousand 
pounds. But, faithful in the discharge of 
our duty to the public, we have again pub- 
lished the truth,— that is, an unimpeachable 
report of what we deemed to have been 

a , no! there is no choice of 

adjectives here; — — — - operation. Mr. 
Earle certainly deserves no lenity at our 
hands, and after the dimensions to which 
he was reduced in the u overtures” and 
“ professions ” affair, in November, 1829, 
lie cannot be a person towards whom one 


* Reported at page 800 of oar ltu£ Number. 
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ia disposed to entertain even feelings of 
resentment. He is too small an object to 
be retained upon the tablet of the memory. 
The details of the operation are so painfully 
impressive and characteristic, that a com* 
mentary upon their peculiarities could only 
weaken the effect which a mere perusal of 
them must and ought to produce, upon 
the mind of every sensible and humaue 
person. But we may venture to inquire, 
en passant , whether, if Mr. Earle had 
performed such an operation in the private 
residence of either of the governors, ho 
would ever be permitted to operate there 
again ; and if not, upon what principle 
is Mr. Earle retained in his office in the 
hospital 1 The mal-administration of the 
affairs of these institutions has become an 
I evil of vast magnitude, and an effectual re- 
form cannot, we fear, be wholly obtained 
through the pages of a medical journal. 

We cannot dismiss this subject without 
calling the attention of the profession to the 
inquest which was held upon the body of 
the unfortunate child. It was thus briefly 
reported in The Morning Chronicle of tha 
8th inst. : — 

“ Fatal Conjuring Trick. — An inquest 
was held yesterday at 8t. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital, on the body of Thomas Brady, 
aged seven years, it appeared that the 
deceased and some other boys at school* 
were * playing the conjuror/ which they 
did by putting nails into their ears, and 
pretending to draw them out at the nose. 
A nail was at length forced into the de- 
ceased’s ear, which penetrated through the 
drum, and lodged in the cavity. The nail 
was ultimately withdrawn at the hospital \ 
but the boy became insensible, and expired 
on Monday, from inflammation on the braim 
— Verdict, * Accidental Death * ” 

Thus the attendance of Henry Earl* 
himself was not required by the wise non*- 
medical judge ! When, O when, will the 
proceedings of this court be regulated by 
the sound and just principles of commoA 
sensei If John Long, the felon, had pe r< * 
formed the operation instead of Henry 
Earle, what would have been the verdict 
of the jury, and whpt would hare bean said 
D D 2 
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by the profession 1 Answer that question, 
reader. 

After the above notice was written, we 
received the following letter, which we 
readily insert, because the writer thinks 
that it contains some palliation of Mr. 
Earle's conduct. No other communication 
in his favour has reached us. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sin,— I have just read in the last Num- 
ber of your valuable Journal a very partial 
account* of an operation for extracting a nail 
from a boy's ear, followed by a case of 
strangulated rupture, with some remarks 
made by Mr. Earle. In common justice 1 
to that gentleman, who at all times evinces 
so much candour and openness in his con- 
duct towards the pupils, and so much zeal 
to promote their interests and the cause of 
truth, I think it right to state, that after the 
operation Mr. Earle expressed himself, as 
nearly as I can recollect, in these words : — 
“ I regret that I have persevered so long in 
this case, as I am now persuaded that what 
I took for a foreign body, and which afford- 
ed so much resistance, was a portion of bare 
bone denuded by the repeated attempts to 
extract the nail, and the suppuration which* 
followed. The head of the nail, which I did ! 
extract in fragments, was situated under this 
projecting portion of bare bone. On intro- 
ducing my finger at the opening made by 
Mr. Vincent, I distinctly felt that the floor 
of the meatus was destroyed, and thought 
that I could trace the head and body of the 
nail, which felt to me curved ; but in this 1 1 
must have been deceived by the denuded 
state of the bone, which conveyed the im- j 
pression of a hard foreign body. Having re- 
moved the head of the nail, I was induced i 
to persevere, which I now much regret." 
This, Sir, was the candid acknowledgment 
of Mr; Earle. Compare this with the at- 
tempt of Mr. to deceive the pupils 

and hide his failure, by telling them “ there 
was an hour-glass contraction of the blad- 
der" (vide his cose of lithotomy)* It is 
right to remark, that many attempts had 
been made before Mr. Earle saw the case, 
who was only consulted because symptoms 
of affection of the brain had commenced . 
With respect to the case of rupture, your 
reporter has omitted to mention that Mr. 
Earle expressly stated he took that oppor- 
tunity of impressing on the minds of those 
present the danger of delay. He said he 
was aware he had expressed himself strong- 
ly, but after witnessing such consequences 
he could not but feel strongly, and it was for 

* Our report was strictly accurate,— Ed. L. 


the benefit of those present that he urged 
the danger and impropriety of delay. 

I trust you will admit these few lines, in 
justice to a gentleman who, if he has been 
severely just in commenting on the conduct 
of another, has shown no wish to favour 
himself when in error. Yours, 

A Lover of Candour. 

Dec. 16. 


Ecce itcrum crispinus ! — William 
Baker, Coroner! The following report of 
an inquest which was held under the Presi- 
dency of this very learned attorney, was 
published in The Times of Wednesday 
se'nnight. 

“ Yesterday an inquest was held before 
Mr. Baker, at the London Hospital, on the 
body of Martin Mertins, an infant of 14 
months of age, on suspicion of occasioning 
whose death by wilful burning, Elizabeth 
Smith, his late nurse, is now io custody. 
The facts stated yesterday in The Times , in 
the report for Worship-street, were proved 
at length." (On turning to the account here 
referred to, we found the following state- 
ments.) “ Yesterday, Elizabeth Smith, 
about 17 years of age, was charged before 
Mr. Broughton, at Worship-street Police- 
office, with the following unparalleled cruel- 
ty to an infant, which has occasioned its 
death : — Ann Mertin, the mother of the in- 
fant, stated that she resided in Quaker- 
street, Spitalfields. She kept the prisoner 
to nurse lier child, who was 14 months old, 
as she had eccasion to go out to work. Ou 
Thursday morning last she went out as usual, 
about 8 o'clock, to her work, leaving the 
prisoner in care of the infant. About 6 
o'clock at night the prisoner came to her 
and said the child was ill, and requested she 
would come home ; she hastened home, and 
found the prisoner’s mother in care of the 
infant, and who said that her daughter had 
met with an accident with the child* Upon 
taking the infant in her arms, a most horrid 
spectacle presented itself, — the flesh was 
entirely burnt off the lower part of the back 
and belly, and the child in the most excru- 
ciating torture. She applied such things as 
she was recommended to use, but the next 
morning it got worse, and she took it to the 
London Hospital, where every attention was 
paid to it: she was also allowed to remain 
with it, and it lingered until Sunday, when 
it expired. The surgeons and nurses of the 
Hospital had expressed their opinion that 
the child had been made to sit upon the fire, 
as the clothes which were produced were not 
even scorched. It was a fine boy, and the 
only one fitness ever reared out of five* 
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The poor woman was dreadfully affected 
during’ the above narration. The prisoner 
in her defence said, that the child awoke 
about half-past 4, and she took it out of bed 
immediately, and held it over the ashes with 
its clothes up. for an occasional purpose ; 
there was a very large fire, wbieh blistered 
the flesh, when the child began to scream, 
and she instantly took it away : finding what 
had happened, she took the child to her mo- 
ther’s. — Mr. Broughton said, that the fire 
must also have blistered the prisoner’s hsnd ; 
he had no doubt but the child was put oa the 
fire as a punishment for what it had done iu 
the bed. He should remand the prisoner 
till Friday, to await the result of tbe coro- 
ner’s inquest.” After the above facts had 
been proved, “ the Coroner addressed the 
jury, observing, that from the whole of the 
evidence, it appeared to him that the nurse, 
Elizabeth Smith, had, either to deter the 
inf&ut from again committing some fault, or 
to punish it for having so done, held it to 
the fire, and unfortunately so long that it bad 
received a fatal injury, but that he could not 
believe the girt intended to seriously injure 
or destroy it. That, therefore, if the jury 
coincided with him, they would not deem 
themselves justified in returning a verdict of 
murder or manslaughter, but one of acciden- 
tal death, with some censure on the prisoner. 
The Jury accordingly returned a verdict of 
‘Accidental death, through tho culpable 
neglect oFElizabetii Smith, hut whose con- 
duct does not amount to an act of crimi- 
nality.* ” 

At the late county contest, the imputa- 
tion of deficiency in legal knowledge was 
repeatedly cast in the teeth of the advocates 
of a medical coroner. At the same time, it 
was admitted that the medical candidate 
had proved himself to be not altogether de- 
ficient in legal information ; but in tbe way 
of oomment on the alleged fitness of medi- 
cal men generally for tbe office, there was 
the unceasing jeer of,— “ Yes; but a man 
cannot be qualified unless he have a know- 
ledge of law.” From motives which it is 
unnecessary to explain, we have refrained 
from criticising the manner in which J\Ir. 
Baker has hitherto discharged the legal 
duties of his office, though, we must con- 
fess, that tbe occasions have many times 
been almost too tempting to be resisted. A 
coroner like this, may, we hope, bo looked 
upon as a medico-legal curiosity ; a fit 
animal for a niche in a museum, or a cage in 


a menagerie. Mr. Bakeb, to be sore, fur- 
nished evidence enough at the election that 
be was entirely innocent of being possessed 
of any very considerable acquaintance with 
the laws of his country; but, unhappily, 
from the position in which he isnow pleeed, 
his extreme ignorance of that branch of the 
law which relates to the duties of ooroner, 
is likely to have a baneful effect upon the 
interests of the inhabitants residing in the 
eastern district of the county. It is really la- 
mentable to reflect, that an office of such vast 
importance, is thus, through the ignorance 
of its presiding officer, converted into an 
instrument calculated for no other purpose, 
than to extract money from the pockets of 
the freeholders and other inhabitants of 
Middlesex. If the report which we have 
taken from The Times be correct, and of its 
accuracy we are assured by a gentleman 
who happened to be present at the inquest, 
Mr. Baker is altogether ignorant of what 
constitutes the crime of manslaughter in the 
eye of the law, and we must take upon 
ourselves the arduous and unprofitable duty 
of lecturing him into some small degree of 
legal information, — a task which we. cer- 
tainly should not have undertaken, if the 
work of Mr. Jervis on the duty of ooro- 
ners were not at band to support our opi- 
nions by the weight of its authority. Sa- 
tisfied, then, of the accuracy of the report, 
we hesitate not to inform Mr. Baker that 
Elizabeth Smith was guilty of manslaugh- 
ter, at least; and the question, — Was she 
not guilty of murder?— is one that would 
certainly be answered in the affirmative, by^ 
we think, many able lawyers of the day. 

The distinction between murder and man- 
slaughter is this : that in the former crime 
there is malice ; in the latter, none ; but a 
cruel wench, who could expose an unhappy 
child’s nates to the scorching effects of red-, 
hot coals, until blisters had been raised upon, 
the skin,* in spite of its struggles and its 

* The gentleman before alluded to, who waa pro- 
sent at the inquest, has stated to us that tbe poor- 
little infant’s scrotum was swollen as big as his 
ami that the parts were most horridly scorched. 
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cries, ctm scarcely be said to 11876 acted 
without malice. At all events we should 
ourselves have held no such doctrine. If, 
however, the crime did not amount to mur- 
der, it was, beyond all question, a case of 
manslaughter, and one, too, which required 
that a very severe punishment should be 
visited on the perpetratdr. If the girl 
scorched the child in the way of correction, 
even with good intention, it was man- 
slaughter. This, of course, is too astound- 
ing a statement to obtain the assent of Mr. 
Baker, if it be allowed to ifest upon our in- 
dividual medical authority. We shall there- 
fore treat him to an extract from Jervis — an 
authority which he wifi do well to consult 
upon all inquests of the least importance. 

“ If killing be done with a dangei'ous 
weapon likely to endanger life, or cause 
bodily barm, due regard being had to the 
strength and age of the party, it will be 
tnurdei' j but if with au instrument not likeiy 
to cause death, though improper for correc- 
tion, it will amount to manslaughter only. 
Yet where the act is manifestly intended for 
a good purpose, and ths iustiument used is 
not such as in all probability must occasion 
death, due weight should be given to Ihe 
nature of the provocation, even though the 
party be hurried to great excess. W here a 
father, whose son had been frequently guilty 
of stealing, and, complaints having been 
made, bad often been corrected by him for 
it, beat his son in the heat of passion with 
a rope by way of chastisement for another 
theft with which he was charged but reso- 
lutely denied, although it was proved against 
him, and the son died, upon which the 
father expressed great horror, and was in 
the deepest affliction for what be had done, 
intending only to have punished him with 
such severity as to have cured him of his 
wickedness ; this was holden to be man- 
slaughter only.” — Jervis on the Office and 
Duty of Coroner . 1829. p, 157. 

Mr. Baker will do well to store up these 
words in bis memory, even if he possess not 
those ideas by which alone he can estimate 
their true value. The literati will soon be 
oalled upon to decide whether it be chiefly 
from ignorance of law, or of medicine, that 
attorney-coroners arfe most unqualified to 
preside at inquests. 


Thi following letter on the subject of 
the alleged improper dismissal of patients 
from St. Bartholomew’s Hospital has been 
addressed to us by Mr. Wood, the house 
surgeon : — 

To the Editm' of The Lancet. 

Sir,— I beg leave to offer you a correct 
statement of the circumstances connected 
with the departure from St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital of the poor unfriended man, whose 
injuries you so deeply commiserate in this 
day’s number of your Journal. This pa- 
tient, whose name was Hugh Fleteher, came 
into the hospital on the 4th of November, 
with a chancre on the prepuce and a large 
sloughing bubo in the groin. The marked 
and rapid improvements of the symptoms, 
under the employment of simple means, in- 
duced the surgeon to point out the case to 
his pupils, as one of particular interest. 
There copld he no question about the pro- 
priety of keeping such a patient in bed, but 
this confinement displeased him. I toldthe 
man, after having repeatedly found him up*, 
that, if he would not remain in bed, he had 
better walk off. He departed accordingly, 
and the surgeon was surprised to find him 
absent when he made the visit the next day. 
So then it is true, that “ on the Sunday he 
had been directed by the house-surgeon, Mr. 

, to keep in bed but it is net true 

that “ on the Monday he was deemed by the 
visiting surgeon a fit subject for the streets.’* 

Now, Sir, as far as this hospital is con- 
cerned, I shall venture to add my dissent to 
the whole of the paragraph from which the 
above sentences are extracted. The medi- 
cal directors, far from “ often sending out at 
a few hours notice poor creatures, who have 
been for weeks bedridden and subjected to 
long courses of mercury,” on the contrary, I 
say it with pleasure, often show great indul- 
gence in this respect. 

Your extra-professional readers may per- 
haps not all he aware that two classes of 
sufferers receive the benefits of this institu- 
tion ; the more seriously afflicted within 
doors, the less afflicted without. Ignoran t 
patients often entertain the notion, that, 
when they once become inmates, they ought, 
before their discharge, to be completely 
cured of their maladies, supposing them to 
admit of a eyre. But, were such a notion 
suffered to be carried into effect, the benefits 
of these charities would be considerably di- 
minished, and the mortality of our metropolis 
greatly enlarged. That convalescents, who 
can attend as out-door patients, should give 
up their beds to persons who are labouring 
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under greater Buffering end danger than 
themselves, can only be objected to by those 
who are too selfish to carry their *iew» be- 
yond their own iuqiediale interest, 

I shall be obliged to you to permit this 
letter to be inserted in your Journal ; but, 
before concluding it, let me express the 
hope that you will be more careful in future 
of soiling its valuable pages by imputing 
cruelties to a body of men truly humane and 
respectable, and that you will not so readily 
shake off your wonted scepticism to give 
implicit confidence to *the complaint oT a 
gang of vagabonds and ingrates, who are 
branded with a disease, which to its many 
loathsome qualities is well known frequently 
to add one, the most disgusting o| all, — that 
of making its professors conceal and pervert 
truth. 

I remain. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Joun Wood. 

House Surgeon’s Apartments, 

St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, 

December 11, 1830. 

Mr. W oo d doubtless considers that the 
foregoing letter contains an ample refutation 
of the statement which we made last week 
concerning the improper dismissal of the 
patients. We cannot enjoy the satisfaction 
of agreeing with him in opinion. Mr. 
Wood acknowledges having said to the man, 
that he had better 44 wflk off’* if be could 
not keep in bed. Now the case was one of 
sloughing bubo, and the patient, probably, 
derived some benefit from taking an occa- 
sional turn in the ward. This might have 
been in opposition to Mr. Wood’s notions of 
the action of the curative process, but we 
certainly think that the house-surgeon went 
too far in telling the man that he had better 
“ walk off” for so slight a deviation from his 
orders. Besides, Mr. Wood would not have 
saidas much to one of the surgeon’s patients 
in private practice, and this should always 
be the rule of conduct for hospital function- 
aries. Let the inmates of our public medi- 
cal charities be treated with the same degree 
of kindness as persons of the highest sta- 
tion, who may be visited in their own 
houses. The want of veracity met with in 
venereal patients, is a new fact which future 
pathologists will be grateful to the surgeons 


of St. Bartholomew’s, for their having been* 
the first to notice. Mr. Wood ia some- 
what displeased, and calls bis patients a 
*' set of vagabonds and ingratea.” If they be 
such a set of vagabonds, why are they 
deemed proper objects of charity and ad- 
mitted into the hospital 1 The house-sur- 
geon, probably, is not aware, that before 
patients are received into the institu- 
tion, they obtain a petition from the stew- 
ard, which is ultimately signed by a go- 
vernor, representing that the petitioner is 
a proper object of charity, and the pro- 
priety of admitting him into the hospital, is 
then left to the discretion of the surgeon. 
When patients have been received under 
such circumstances, it is going rather too 
far to designate them as “ a set of worth- 
less vagabonds.” Again, does not Mr. 
Wood know that this rule of petitioning 
is a mere matter of form! That the govern- 
ors are only trustees 1 That the funds of the 
hospital are really the property of the poor, 
and that the surgeon is, ipso facto , the ser- 
vant of the poor patients 1 That the trus- 
tees are not uncontrollable, and that tbe 
discretion of tbe surgeon is not checked 
only because the soundness of his judg- 
ment is not questioned! The surgeons 
ought to know, that a poor person labouring 
under distress and dangerous disease, can 
at any time procure an order for admission 
from the bands of the Lord Mayor; an order 
which, under pressing circumstances, his 
lordship would withhold at his peril. In a 
word, the hospital belongs to the diseased 
poor, and not to the medical officers who 
pocket such enormous fees for frowning at 
them two or three times a week. 

Upon inquiring of one of the patients 
who paid us a visit, the reason of his un- 
ceremonious discharge, he answered, with 
peculiar ncrivtU, “Why, Sir, you see, God 
bless ’e, the surgeons have got a tur’ble 
number of them ’ere gentlemen pupils, who 
pays ’em so much a-head to see our wounds 
dressed, and to see us cut about ; and when 
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we wants no more catting and be getting a 
little better, we be tamed out to make room 
for fresh ones, because, Sir, you know, the 
pupils won’t pay if the doctors don't show 
’em some work. Only t’other day, right 
afore us in the ward, I seed a gentleman 
pupil pay the doctor six or seven and 
twenty pounds. Bless ’e, Sir, the nurses 
gays as how the doctors gets thousands and 
thousands in that ’ere way, and sartenly the 
gentlemen pupils won’t pay that ’ere money 
if they get nothing for it. Bad work’s bet- 
ter nor none a’ tall.” 

Shrewd as was this man, he evidently 
knew nothing of Lincoln’s Inn Field politics. 

In dismissing this subject for the present, 
we must express a firm hope that those pa- 
tients who may be received into the hospital 
as fit objects of charity, will not, in future, be 
dismissed without a proper timely notice. 

In making our observations, we have had 
no second purpose to serve, certainly no 
desire to detract from the merits of Mr. 
Wood, whom we believe to be zealous in 
the discharge of' bis duties; bat, hospital 
physicians and surgeons should ever remem- 
ber, that medical science ceases to be of 
value if it be not blended with feelings of 
considerate benevolence. 


DIABETES IN IIOB SIS. 

In a late Namber of* the Journal de 
Chintie , M. Lassaigne gives an account of 
a disease in horses, which has, for the last 
three months, been frequently observed by 
the veterinary surgeons of Paris ; its princi- 
pal character appears to be, the evacuation 
of a very large quantity of urine, which 
sometimes amounts to about six litres per 
hour. The urine, having been examined by 
M. Lassaigne, was found to be clear, of 
straw-yellow colour, and very little smell ; 
it reddened litmus paper, though but feebly, 
and not before some time, and consisted of 

Water 98,0 

Uvea, benzoate of potash, acetate 
of potash, acetate of lime, chlo- >1,5 
rate of soda, and free acetic acid J 
Mucus,, .... .... .. .... 1,5 


It accordingly differs from arine of healthy 
hones — first, by its great quantity of water ; 
second, the presence of free acetic acid ; 
and third, the entire absence of carbonates. 
No trace of saccharine matter could he dis- 
covered in it. 


DISCOVERY or NERVES OP THR CORNEA. 

We find it stated in a German journal, 
that these nerves have been lately discover- 
ed by Professor Schlemm of Berlin, accord- 
ing to whom they originate from the super- 
ficial branches of the ciliar nerves, and may 
be traced along the sclerotic, and over the 
orbiculus ciliaris towards the cornea, be- 
tween which and the sclerotic they pene- 
trate, and become imperceptible. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Saturday , December 4, 1830. 

Dr. Stewart in the Chair. 

PATHOLOGY OF FEVER. 

Dr. Sigmond rose and commenced by ob- 
serving, that in compliance with the wishes 
of the Committee, he had selected the patho- 
logy of fever, as the subject to which he 
should call the attention of the Society, one 
which, at any rate, could not fail to excite 
an interesting discussion. 

The nature of fever, from the earliest 
periods of medical science, has been the 
subject of much investigation; valuable 
have been the observations which have been 
handed down to us, and a multitude of the 
most intelligent men that society contains, 
were daily and hourly increasing our stock 
of information ; still, it should be candidly 
confessed, that however perfect our treat- 
ment of fever has become by practice aud 
observation, there is much wanting to ex- 
plain satisfactorily the train of pheno- 
mena that arise. The two leading charac- 
teristics of fever, are generally acknow- 
ledged to be, an unusual state of animal 
heat, and an alteration in the action of cir- 
culation ; and to this is added, a great de- 
pression of the sensorial powers. The first 
is indicated by the state of pulse, the second 
by the sensation of heat. The question 
naturally arises, What causes produce these 
changes! With regard to heat, the lungs, 
by their inhalation of oxygen, generate 
caloric, which remains latent until it is dis- 
tributed over the body by the circulation of 
the blood, but this evolution seems materi- 
ally to depend upon the brain, the medulla 
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spinalis, and the nervous ganglia, whose 
healthy action, as in other parts of the sys- 
tem, materially depends upon the equable 
circulation of the blood; the state of the 
pulse is affected by the undue action of the 
heart and arteries.* Whatever accelerates the 
circulation of the blood to the brain, causes a 
greater degree of distribution of caloric, and 
produces excitement; thus stimuli, either 
mental or bodily, impart energy to the 
nervous system, and increase the heat, — 
whilst that which retards the circulation de- 
presses mental power, and chills the frame. 
Wine, as long as arterial acceleration goes 
forward, adds to the sensorial power, and 
imparts heat to the body ; but when venous 
retardation takes place, the mind suffers, 
and cold is also produced. Intermittent 
fever. Dr. Sigmond considered, to depend 
upon an alternate collapse and excitement 
of the brain, the circulation not imparting 
to the brain its healthy 'stimulus. There 
was diminished influence of the nervous 
system over the whole body, the result of 
which is the cold stage, — heat, not given 
out to the surface of the body, is accumu- 
lated in the internal parts, until a re-action 
is produced by the energy acquired by the 
nervous system, an excitement which de- 
termines the accumulated beat to the sur- 
face of the body, — these alternate actions 
and re-actions give rise to the phenomena 
of intermittent fever, which are too well 
known to need description. The periodical 
recurrence of the paroxysm, is attributable 
to the same general law of the animal eco- 
nomy, namely, that organs perform at stated 
periods their functions, whether healthy or 
morbid, such as the uterus unloading itself 
at its peculiar period, the stomach perform- 
ing its digestion at s certain time, and on 
definite days, the eruptions go through 
their course in exanthematous fevers. 
Neither the humoral pathology, nor the 
doctrine of the lentor of the blood, nor 
spasm of the extreme vessels, nor the doc- 
trine of excitability accumulated and ex- 
hausted, nor inflamed brain, is admitted, 
though the ingenuity and talent which Hip- 
pocrates, BoerhaaVe, Cullen, Brown, and 
Clutterbuok, are universally acknowledged, 
nor have they explained satisfactorily to us 
that which we daily see. The system 
which appeared to be the best, was that 
which viewed the connexion between the 
brain and the vital fluid' as so intimately, so 
closely associated one with the other, as to 
produce energy or debility as they act upon 
the other, deficient energy of the brain ex- 
tending its influence over the whole body, 
is 8n evident law of the disetse ; and the 
stimulus which the sanguiferous system 
gives to (lie brain, aeems essential to restore 
that diminished sensorial power. 

The observations of M. Bailly have esta- 


blished too, as a fact, that the mean dura- 
tion of intermittent fevers in all climates is 
precisely the same, namely, fourteen days, 
and this corresponds with most acute dis- 
eases which seem to have t remarkable 
tendency to run their course in that time ; 
where intermittent fever appears present 
after that period, it consists but of a ner- 
vous periodical affection, which is the re- 
sult of the morbid susceptibility contracted, 
but which lias not the essential character- 
istics of the disease. 

Continued fevers are inflammatory and 
nervous. In the inflammatory disease de- 
termination of arterial blood to the brain 
and nervous system cause increased heat, 
the quick and full pulse. In the nervous or 
typhoid disease, the retardation of blood 
takes place, the brain loses its natural stimu- 
lus, and there is a deficiency of heat ; the 
heart has not power to throw off the blood 
which is accumulated within it, a venous 
congestion is the consequence. The mere 
unloading the veins is then not sufficient, 
energy must be imparted to the nervous 
system, aud upon this the restoration to 
health depends. Whatever then destroys 
the equilibrium of the circulation, impairs 
the nervous energy, and as nervous power 
is necessary for the due action of circula- 
tion, these two functions act and react upon 
each other, producing the symptoms which 
form fever. Upon this reasoning depends 
our plan of treatment ; in inflammatory fever 
we diminish arterial action, and prevent its 
influence on the brain and nerves; in ty- 
phoid fever we increase the powers of the 
brain and nervous system by stimuli, and 
thus excite the healthy circulation. 

Dr. Barry said, that while Dr. Sigmond 
had deemed it necessary to enumerate all 
the fathers of medicine in hia views of the 
rival theories of fever, it appeared extreme- 
ly strange that the name of Broussais was 
entirely neglected ; Broussais, whose pecu- 
liar doctrines were at the same time of such 
interest and notoriety, that to pass them 
over, reminded him of the performance of 
Hamlet, in which the part of the Prince of 
Denmark was omitted by desire. The same 
remark, he considered, would nearly apply 
to Dr. Sigmond’* silence ou the anatomical 
features of the disease. As to alteration of 
heat constituting one of the peculiarities of 
fever, he (Dr. Barry) thought Dr. Sigmond 
was wrong in not stating, that this altera- 
tion should be above the natural standard ; 
alterations below this do not constitute fever. 

Dr. Sigmond replied with great good 
huraonr to Dr. Barry’s principal objections. 
He recapitulated some of his opinions, and 
in allusion to the cause of intermittent, 
spoke of the analogous effects which, in his 
own experiments, be had known to be pro- 
duced by the smelling of sulphuretted by- 
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drogfen* by which ell the phenomena of 
a paroxysm of intermittent could be pro- 
duced., He did not agree with Broimais’ 
opinions* 

Mr. Kino believed, that many different 
diseases were confounded under the term 
fever ; he scarcely knew any affection which 
might not bo included under the ordinary 
definition applied to this disease. He would 
not call every affection fever in which there 
were increased heat,, pain, and accelerated 
pulse, but he would confine it to instances 
of these phenomena occurring, without any 
organ or set of organa being determinately 
affected. 

. l)r. A. Thomson passed a warm eulogium 
on Dr. Southwood Smith’s treatise on fever, 
he agreed fully , with, the circle of morbid 
actions pointed out by that author. 

Dr. Barry apologised for standing up so' 
often, but the observations just made in- 
volved matters of the most serious moment. 
In the first place, though he had a high re- 
spect for Dr. Smith’s talents, and considered 
his book a perfect specimen of fine profes- 
sional writing, yet he eould not pin bis faith 
upon the one, or set up the other as the Al- 
eoran of fever practice. 

Mr* Ch innock declared , himself a warm 
disciple of Bvousaais, he had never known a 
fatal case of fever in which, on examination, 
the abdominal appearances, contended for 
by that author, were not detected. He 
might add, that exposure to vegetable mu* 
laws, he believed, usually induced an in* 
flammatory affection of the brain or spinal 
•hord ; cases of this kind had indeed fallen 
under his own observation. 

Dr. Blicbe said, that with respect to the 
dependence of intermittent on malaria, he 
was in possession of rather a curious fact, — 
he described minutely the topography of a 
small island in the north sea (the name we 
could not hear), on which there was not a 
single tree or any vegetation more than a 
thin sward ; it was twenty miles ffom land, 
and yet its inhabitants were frequently at- 
tacked with intermittent fever. 

The President inquired, whether the 
peculiar smell noticed by Dr. Smith, could 
be corroborated by any of the members pre- 
sent. Dr* Sigmond replied, that it existed 
also in erysipelas. Dr. Barry mentioned an 
extraordinary circumstance, for the truth of 
which he pledged himself, that he knew an 
individual who could recognise the yellow 
fever by its smell, as exactly as a dog could 
scent a partridge. (A laugh.) It was a 
feet ; he had known him enter a street, stop 
before a bouse, and say the. yellow fever 
was in it, guided by his sense of smell alone. 
(Renewed laughter.) 

Dr. Addison opposed the doctrines of 
Broussais on the data of his own necrotomic 
examinations. In the most decided fevers, 


he had frequently ascertained the absence of 
the slightest gastro-enteritic inflammation, 
while, on the contrary, he had examined 
bodies of persons totally free from fever,' in 
which the abdominal mucous membranes 
were extensively engaged. 

Dr. Sigmond again replied, and the dis- 
cussion was, on the motion of Dr. Granville 
adjourned to the following meeting. 


Saturday , December 11, 1830. 

* Mr, Chinnock in the Chair. 

Mr. Jewel related an extraordinary in- 
stance of unusual weight of the humau foetus 
at the full time. The case was communi- 
cated to him by an extremely intelligent 
midwife, of whose veracity no doubt could 
be entertained. It was the mother’s fourth 
child, the several previous labours having 
been greatly protracted, and all the children 
stilbborn ; on the present occasion, the 
midwife being desirous to save the child’s 
life, administered the ergot of rye in large 
doses, thirty hours after the liquor amnii 
had been discharged, and the head descend- 
ed, but had been arrested in its progress ; 
three hours after this the delivery was ac- 
complished, and the child weighed 20 lbs. ! 

The debate on fever was then resumed, 
and .supported with much spirit and ability 
by Drs. Sigmond, Barry, Somerville, Wood, 
Steyart, and Mr. Gilbert Burnet. A paper 
on the pathology of dropsy, by Dr. Wood, 
was announced for the ensuing evening. 


ROYAL INSTITUTION. 

EXAMINATION OF AN EGYPTIAN MUMMY 
BY DR. GRANVILLE. 

On Saturday, the 11th inst., Dr. Gran- 
ville performed the examination of a mummy 
presented by Sir John Malcolm to the 
Asiatic Society. The operation was con- 
ducted in the large lecture-room, which was 
crowded by a large assemblage, amongst 
whom we observed Lord Grey, and many 
other eminent individuals. The mummy 
was plaeed in its loculuiu on the centre of 
the floor, till the arrival' of Dr. Granville, 
when the chair was takeu by the vice- 
president of the Royal Institution. 

Dr. Granville prefaced his examination 
by some introductory aud explanatory re- 
marks, in the oourse of whicli be apologised 
for the unavoidable absence of the Duke of 
Sussex, who was expected to have presided 
pn the occasion. He noticed at some length 
the scientific and laborious exertions of the 
Asiatic Society, to whose liberality the 
present opportunity was due, of examining 
another of those extraordinary remains of a 
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pfctpto wh&M existence vm othertkiee more 
traditional than established, remains which 
had escaped the ravages of decomposition 
for more than 3000 year^. These investi- 
gations, he continued, were not a mere 
matter of idle or useless curiosity, but their 
results afforded, as it were, an epitome of 
the civil history of that singular people. 
They, at the same time, elucidated the re- 
ligious doctrines, and showed the knowledge 
which the Egyptians possessed of the fine 
arts of mechanics, of surgery, and of chemi- 
cal processes ; they also proved the feelings 
of veneration with which that singular na- 
tion regarded their dead, and the skill with 
which they had devised means of trans- 
mitting in their own persons, to after ages, 
monuments as imperishable as the most 
solid structures of architectural art. This 
example Dr. Granville suggested might be 
acted on even now in this country, and he 
alluded to the projected neeropolia of Messrs. 
Goodman and W att, drawings of which were 
exhibited to the assembly. 

Dr. Granville then proceeded to the open- 
ing of the cases in which the mummy was 
deposited ; they consisted of three locula, 
the outer of which was excavated from a 
solid block of sycamore, the timber remain* I 
ing in a state of the most perfect preserve- 1 
tion, scarcely exhibiting a vestige of decsy, I 
or the action of worms, and looking almost | 
as if it bad issued from the carpenter’s 
hands within the present year. Its upper 
surface was as usual painted and- varnished, 
and the part corresponding tn the head of 
the enclosed body was fashioned into a 
well-executed cast, supposed to resemble 
the head of the deceased, and ornamented 
with the dress and neck-lace peculiar to this 
people. The second case was composed of 
several longitudinal pieces of the same tim- | 
her, painted and moulded at the head in the 
same manner, and fitting into the outer re- 
ceptacle with great exactness but sufficient 
freedom. The carpentry of the entire was 
of the most complete kind, and the propor- 
tions admirably preserved. The third case 
was now arrived at ; this was formed of five 
layers of cotton-cloth, cemented together i 
with lime and an astringent matter, mould- | 
ed to the form of the enclosed body, along 
the back of whioh it was divided in its full 
length, and laced in an interrupted suture 
by strings of the same material with the 
doth, and which were perfectly elastic and 
free from decay. It appeared as if the 
layers of cloth had been applied to the body 
in the moist state, and the case thus allowed 
to accommodate itself to the required form, 
that the body was then submitted to the 
preservatory process, and replaced through 
the longitudinal aperture, which wes then 
finally secured. 

The body was mw extricated, shrouded in , 


a double series of cloth wrappers ; the outer 
one was a general envelope, and beneath 
tbie was the eeoond, consisting of several 
hundred feet of roller , by which the body was 
bandaged in e manner so skilful, es entirely 
to justify Dr. Granville’s assertion, that the 
Egyptians were adepts in at least one im- 
portant branch of surgical manipulation. 
The turnings were, indeed, beautifully 
suited to the form, and inequality of surface 
obviated by compresses applied with the 
most skilful nicety. The cloth was appa- 
rently of cotton, of an orpiment yellow co- 
lour, with a double blue border , like an 
English rug, each thread being composed of 
two twists, and retaining its elasticity with 
great perfection. The colouring matter 
Dr. Granville stated to be taunin; and from 
aoroe experiments we have instituted on a 
portion of the fabric, we have reason to 
believe his statement to be correct. 

It W8S now found that the remains were 
preserved by the cheap or inferior process ; 
namely, by an immersion in boiling pitch 
aod asphaltum, which bad also been inject- 
ed, most probably by the anus, into the ab- 
domen. The muscles were therefore either 
hardened or entirely obliterated iu every 
situation.* On further examination, it was 
ascertained, that the mummy was that of a 
male, five feet five inches in height. The 
sknll was in a state of great preservation ; 
externally it exhibited any -thing but an in- 
tellectual formation, the anterior regions 
being bat imperfectly developed, while the 
posterior were large, and the organ of firm- 
ness protuberant, and expended almost to 
deformity. The general conformation of the 
head, and several other osteolegical pheno- 
mena, concurred in determining the class of 
the remains to be the Caucasian and not 
the Ethiopian variety of the human race. 
On removing the skull-cap, the dura mater 
was found entire, its surface traversed 
with blood-injected vessels, as if it were 
anatomically prepared, its structure retain- 
ing its fibrous transparent character, and 
yielding easily to the knife. A section 
of the dura mater at one side having been 
performed, the falx and tentorium were seen 
in the same perfect and beautiful condition, 
but not a vestige of arachnoid or brain re- 
mained ; on which extraordinary circum- 
stance Dr. Granville commented at con- 
siderable length, particularly noticing the 
extreme ingenuity of any process by which 
the brain aud arachnoid could be removed 
without at all injuring the dura mater or its 
projections. The diploe of the cranium 
was quite evident, and the marks of the 
vessels on its interior surface as distinct 


* A contemporary has talked of adipocere having 
been found in this specimen; we must, however, 
totally deny the accuracy of such a statement. 
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as in a subject just dead. The examination 
concluded here. During the dissection, Dr. 
Granville stated, that, in some cases, not 
only do the muscles remain perfectly flexi- 
ble, but the internal organs are also in a 
state of preservation so complete, that the 
disease which terminated the individual’s 
existence may be ascertained ; the pro- 
cess of embalming is, however, different in 
these cases, and in particular, a considerable 
quantity of w'axy matter is found in differ- 
ent situations. 


OBSERVATIONS ON THE ACTION OF THE 
HEART. 

I was truly surprised, in reading over 
The Lancet for October the 2nd, to find 
a gentleman affirming as his opinion, that 
the cause or stimulus which excited the 
heart to action, functionally existed in the 
sympatheticus maximus ; that, in fact, both 
the cause and effect are funotionally exist- 
ing in the same nerve. Now I will not hesi- 
tate to affirm, that this is contrary to every- 
thing in Nature’s economy of organized 
life. The action itself, and the exciting 
cause of action, do not, 1 believe, exist toge- 
ther in any one structure. To excite sensa-J 
tion in a nerve, there must be an operating 
cause, not in the nerve, but applied in some 
way to the nerve. No nerve contains the 
sensation and the exciting. cause of the sen- 
sation : the light is applied to the eye to 
excite its sensibility — sound to the ear — 
food to the nerves of taste, and so forth, — 
and to produce voluntary motion, there 
must be a cause, sensorial sensation (i.e. per- 
ception) , and action (volition), which latter 
action is applied to, or sends its influence 
through the processes of tire base of, the 
brain (the nerves which are conductors of 
it), to those muscles suhservieut to the sen- 
sorium, the voluntary muscles. Now just 
as there must he a stimulating cause for 
those above-mentioned sensations , and for 
the contraction of the voluntary muscles , 
viz. the application of the will to the nerves 
of those muscles, so there must be the same 
for the contraction of the heart and all other 
involuntary muscles , — bile for the alimen- 
tary canal (or some accidental exciting 
cause) for producing contraction of the 
heart. If it is true that in Mr. Dobson's 
experiment there was no blood for the heart 
to contract upon; hut does he forget that 
the heart was still working in a very stimu- 
lating foreign fluid, the air— oxygen gas ? 
In a vacuum, I believe, the jaction of the 
heart would very soon, but probably not 
immediately, have ceased. For I believe, 
that as sentient parts acquire a capability of 
containing sensation for a certain time after 


the cause has been removed, which I would 
call the habit of sensation, so involuntary 
parts, I believe, acquire a habit of action 
which is not got rid of at once ; and the 
immediate cause of this is the agency of 
the living principle of organic matter — life, 
whatever the proximate nature of that agent 
may he ; it is a part of what I would term 
organic instinct. It is for this reason that 
we have seen an object after it has been 
removed from the eye, because the action 
of the retina has not yet ceased ; and for 
the same reason the effect, or action, pro- 
duced by the habitual stimulus of the 
blood had not, in this experiment, quite 
ceased. I believe that the sympatheticus 
maximus, by its ganglia, may bestow sensi- 
bility and action to the heart and involun- 
tary viscera, different from that possessed 
and bestowed by the nerves of common sen- 
sation. This, together with uniting parts in 
sympathy, are the only uses which I con- 
ceive the ganglia can have ; they are not 
brains 9 for they have no thinking part or 
volition, like cerebri. Are^they not analo- 
gous to the base of the brain, more particu- 
larly to the pous varolii, acting as a source 
of irritability to the heart, hut not as an 
exciting cause, because without that cere- 
bral or nervous substance which possesses 
thought and volition, the latter being the 
moving stimulus to voluntary muscles \ 

. G. D. Dermott. 


ABUSES AT ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — As an old Bartholomew pupil, and 
having fresh in mind the “ golden days ” of 
Mr. Abernethy, and withal having the inte- 
rest of my fellow-students at heart, I can- 
not resist writing to you, as the nbborrer 
of “ hole-and-corner practices,” concerning 
one of the many that now exist at St. Bar- 
tholomew’s. I allude to Mr. Stanley’s lec- 
tures, — and I feel quite sure that this gen- 
tleman, who has always professed himself so 
warmly on the subject of forwarding the in- 
terests of the pupils, will not take amiss a 
word or two of advice I now wish to give 
him ; I allude more especially to the sub- 
jects he ha3 this season selected fur his lec- 
tures ; and the unconscionable haste with 
with which he has iiorried overcome of those 
which I remember were Mr. Abernethy’s 
most favourite lectures. I may mention, as 
an example of this, the muscles of the lower 
extremity, begun and ended by Mr. Stanley 
in two lectures. Moreover, never surely 
were subjects brought into a lecture* room 
more ill-adapted for the purpose than those 
which have been exhibited in our theatre 
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this Besson — subjects so far advanced in a 
state of putrefaction, that the gentlemen 
sitting in the nearest rows have been pre- 
cluded from seeing aught that the learned 
lectuier was demonstrating. This subject 
abandoned, we have a child of two years old 
exhibited, on which he is attempting, I need 
scarcely add fruitlessly, to exhibit the blood- 
vessels, and this to a class consisting of 
nearly 300. Did we pay less, and had we 
fewer promises, we perhaps might be in- 
duced to put up with such unworthy conduct. 
But paying the liberal sum we do, and with j 
Mr. Stanley’s warm professions, I feel sure j 
you will agree with me in the reasonableness 
of the outcry raised against such conduct. I* 
write this not unknown to many of my fellow 
pupils, and I, in common with them, shall 
indeed feel myself indebted should you either 
by inserting this letter, or by other means 
not less effectual, remedy so glaring an evil. 

I remain, Sir, yours, 

ALovxa or Justice. 


DUtBT INFIRMARY. 

To the Editor ef The Lancet. 

Sir, — Your Lancet oflast week contains 
another of “ Reporter’s” false accusations 
against Dr. Baker; happily, however, for 
the persecuted and unjustly condemned, the 
governors view with disgust the motives 
that are well known to have prompted 
<f Reporter *’ to put forth so false and mali- 
cious a charge against one of their officers. 

“ Their better souls abhor a liar’s part ; # 

Wise are their voices, noble ure their hearts.** 

Would I could say the same of this detest- 
able calumuiator. 

As 1 hear that a gentleman is already en- 
gaged in answering this •' Reporter’s,” or 
rather *' impostor’s” assertions, 1 shall de- 
sist from troubling you further. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Henry Gisborne. 

Green Lane, Derby, Dec. 13th, 1830. 

We insert this note from Mr. Gis- 
borne, but that gentleman himself must 
admit, that it does not refute a single state- 
ment which has been made by our respec t- 
able correspondent’s “ Reporter.” — Ed. L. 


practical rights of physicians and 
apothecaries. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — I have just received The Lancet 
for the 20th, and therein I find that when 
speaking of the privileges of physicians, 


you seem to differ with Mr. Willcock, who 
maintains that they possessed the power to 
prepare medicines according to their own 
prescriptions prior to the passing of the 
Apothecaries’ Act ; and moreover, that these 
privileges were granted them in the saving 
rights” of that act. Now there is one 
question which I hope you will answer in 
your next Number. Can a physician pre- 
pare his own medicines out of London, that 
is, acy-where in the country 1 For you say 
yourself, “ In a word, neither a fellow of 
the London College of Physicians, nor a 
graduate of the- Llnivoraity nf Edinburgh, 
can follow the business of an 
avowedly as an apothecary in 
By your merely mentioning “ this town,” 
therefore, it would appear that they can 
exercise the art of an apothecary any-where 
but there. 

I remain, Sir, 

Your obedient servant. 

An Earnest Inquirer.® 

Physicians did anjoy the right of pre- 
paring their own prescriptions before tha 
Apothecaries’ Act was passed, hut that right 
was not preserved to them in the saving 
clanse of the Act. — Ed. L. 

A physician camnot practise as an apothe- 
cary, either in or out of London, unlesa he 
be a licentiate of the Apothecaries’ Com- 
pany.— Ed. L. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL. 


apothecary 
this town. ’ 


FUNGUS HA1MATODF.S. — PROPRIETY OF * 
OPERATING. 

CHnical Remarks . — Monday , Dec . 13 th* 

Mr. Lawrence, — The tumour which is 
here submitted to your observation, was 
taken from the thigh of a gentleman on 
Saturday last. The case possesses much inte- 
rest, indeed I think I may say it is unique, 
for I have never either seen or heard of 
one similar in its results ; and since the 
knowledge of the facts may prove useful to 
you in practice, ! think it worth while to 

* An “ earnest Inquirer !”—In our correspondent** 
extreme anxiety, be forgot to pay the postage of 
bis letter, which amounted to one shilling and 
three-pence. It gives us pleasure, st all tiroes, to 
afiotd to querists whatever information we may 
happen to possess respecting any subject on which 
they may be desirous of obtaining information, and 
in common fairness we ought to be excused from 
the payment of postage. The tax of postage, has 
of late become so exceedingly burdensome, that we 
have been com pelted, in oar own defence, to resolve 
that no letters in future shall be taken from the 
postman, unless they are postage free. The 
amount of postage in one week for unpaid letters, 
has exceeded thirty shillings.— Ed. L. 
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call your attention to the history of the 
case. 

The gentleman from whose limb this tu- 
mour was extracted, had another tumour of 
rapid formation in the thigh about eleven 
years ago, when he was near twenty -seven 
years of age. The seat of the diseased 
structure was the anterior and inferior 
part of the thigh, and in the space of a few 
months it attained a very considerable size. 
This sudden increase induced him to apply 
for medical advice, and he consulted a sur- 
geon who told him it was quite necessary 
that amputation of the limb should be Tesort- 
ed to. In compliance with the advice thus 
received, the patient, who lived in the coun- 
try, came to London, and prepared himself 
for the operation. The surgeon was punc- 
tual to the time appointed for operating, but 
when he had made a thorough examination 
of the tumour, he found tbe disease to be of 
so malignant a character that he considered 
it best aot to proceed with the operation. 
Accordingly he made his excuses to the pa- 
tient, and represented to him that he was 
anxious, before any-thing decisive was done 
in the matter, to have the benefit of further 
surgical advice, and the best opinions upon 
the expediency or non-expediency of ampu- 
tating the limb. In consequence of this 
resolution some of tlie first medical men in 
the metropolis were called in to the consul- 
tation, and the patient was seen by Sir E. 
Home, Mr. Cline, Sir Astley Cooper, and Mr. 
Abernethy, all of whom, looking upon it as a 
case ofmnlignantfangushaematodes, express- 
ed themselves against the operation, saying 
there was hot the slightest chance of success. 
After this the gentleman returned to his 
residence, and upon viewing the various 
bearings of the. matter, it seemed to him 
that he was sent back into the country to 
die. Under this feeling he thought whether 
he might not derive some assistance or con- 
solation from additional advice, and he de- 
termined to take the opinions of two other 
surgeons. He saw a very experienced sur- 
geon, who had not been of the former num- 
ber, and myself. We visited the patient 
together, and that was the first occasion 
Upon which I witnessed the State of the pa- 
tient. At that time there was a tumour, 
about the size of the palm of my hand, situ- 
ated just above tbe knee, and this had a soft 
feel and a red colour, having attained its mag- 
nitude in the space of two months. Besides 
this tumour, there was one over the eye- 
brow on the right side, there was another 
on the back of tbe pelvis, and a third situated 
in the lumbar region. There were also to 
be felt beneath the skin numberless little 
lumps, as if there had been scattered under 
it a quantity of heads of nails or split beans, 
in fact upon stroking your hand over the 
surface of the body ym experienced that pe- 


culiar feeling, which has been described by 
Mr. Abernethy as an indication of what he 
has called “ intercalated sarcoma* 1 The 
patient was in a very emaciated condition, 
and experienced pain of a most acute cha- 
racter. 

Upon the treatment to be adopted it hap- 
pened that the other surgeon and myself did 
not agree. When I considered the malig* 
nan t character of the complaint, the way in 
which it seemed to prevail throughout tbe 
frame, and when I reflected on the likeli* 
hood that the internal organs participated in 
the disorder, which is found to be the case 
in the majority of instances, I was led to 
give up all hopes of a favourable termina- 
tion. The gentleman who was consulted 
with me was older than myself, and as we 
differed in our opinions, we sent them in 
separately, desiring the patient to consider 
well the subject, and wishing to hear further 
from him. He did consider the subject, and 
the result of his deliberation was, that he 
sent for the surgeon who had recommended 
amputation, *and had the limb removed by 
him very high up. He recovered ; he was 
soon released from the urgent symptoms, 
pain and loss of appetite, and was rapidly 
relieved in consequence, so that in the end 
he regained his health. In a few years 
after, however, the tumour over the eyebrow 
became very troublesome, and on the in- 
crease of the evil it was removed, and at 
the same time a part of the supra-orbital 
nerve was cutout together with the tumour. 

In the month of December, 1828, the pa- 
tient had one on his forearm which speedily 
increased, and was attended by attacks of 
excessive pain, extending above and below 
the tumour, und to such a degree that it 
became almost unbearable. Upon removal 
I found that the disease was connected with 
the branch of the nerve which ramifies over 
the back of the hand. 

About six weeks since his attention was 
first called to the existence of the tumour 
which you now see on the plate. He had 
not been aware of the growth of this till he 
experienced repeated violent and lancinat- 
ing pains. It was obvious that the plan to 
adopt was to operate, and accordingly I ex-* 
tirpated it last Saturday. In the removing 
of the tumour it appeared to be continued 
upwards towards the tuberosity of the is- 
chium. I found, on cutting into the struc- 
ture, an oval circumscribed substance which 
had the feel of cartilage, and presented the 
character of schirrus, resembling that dis- 
ease as it appears when it exists in the fe- 
male breast. The part which was continued 
to the tuberosity of the ischium, was only 
indurated, and was the portion which had 
been left after the former operation. Here 
you see that having no connexion with the 
muscular fibres, the tumour seems to be 
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ml together t new growth, — the deposition of 
something which did not originally enter 
into the composition of the part. The case 
is eery interesting in a practical point of 
view, as it may serve to show us that we 
must not look upon all the morbid growths 
which oocur iu many parts of the body, as 
too malignant to render our interference of 
any avail ; they are not always to be regard- 
ed iu that light, since it is evident from the 
facta stated, that life may be prolonged for 
a considerable number of years. In the in- 
dividual before mentioned, we see that the 
affection has already existed eleven years ; 
and from the support already given to this 
patient, we may be led not to determine 
that, because the disease is of a malignant 
nature, the case is therefore hopeless, and 
nothing can be done for its relief. 


In our report of the case of hernia in the 
last Number, we promised to relate its pro- 
gress and termination. The man died dur- 
ing the night of Wednesday, and on coming 
to the hospital about eleven o’clock on 
Thursday, we were surprised to learn that 
the post-mortem examination had been al- 
ready concluded. The reasons for this haste 
we do not exactly comprehend, but, if we 
recollect rightly, the prospectuses for the 
school announce, “ Morbid inspections, as 
opportunites occur, at one o'clock” Poor 
pupils ! 

During the short period that elapsed be- 
tween the date of our last report and the pa- 
tient’s decease, nothing occurred particu- 
larly worthy of notice ; the usual treatment 
was adopted. 

Tuesday, December 14th. 

SYPHILITIC IRITIS. 

John Callan, stat. £1, was admitted into 
Luke’s Ward on the 22d of November, 
under the care of Mr. Vincent. 

The vessels of the conjunctiva and scle- 
rotica were minutely injected, those of the 
sclerotica exhibiting the usual pink colour ; 
the cornea was hazy, the iris was of a dark- 
brown colour, puckered, thickened, and red 
vessels were seen on its anterior surface. 
The pupil was dilated rather more than is 
natural in a sound eye, retaining its central 
position, aud its margin was but slightly 
irregular. Towards the external canthus, a 
tubercle of brownish yellow lymph was seen 
on the pupillary margin of the iris. In this 
situation the iris was connected to the cap- 
sule of the lens by a pretty thick band of 
lymph, which appeared organized. Vision 
was very imperfect. There was not much 
intolerance of light, and daring the day his 
eye was tolerably free from pain. At night 
h'e was Unable to aleep, in consequence of 
very severe pail ia the - eyebrow, and lan- 


cinating paint, which extended through the 
erbit towards the brain. There was a scaly 
eruption of a pale copper hue over the cheat 
and arms. Bowels constipated ; tongue 
white ; pulse full and strong. 

He states that he has bad a had eye a 
week, but has done nothing for it ; he had 
a chancre three months since, which healed 
under the influence of mercury ; the sound 
iris is of a dark-grey colour. 

Ordered, to have *xxiv of blood taken 
from his arm ; to take an active dose of 
calomel and jalap, and after the bowels have 
been well opened, to take a grain of emetic 
tartar every second hour ia aa ounce of cin* 
namon water. Apply the ext. belladonna to 
the brow every night. 

£3. He experienced no relief from the 
bleeding; hie bowels were freely purged; 
the antimony produced no aickntas or nan* 
sea ; the eye appears precisely the same* 
The belladonna was applied, but the pupil is 
not more dilated than yesterday. Continue 
the ant. tart, and belladonna. 

£4. The inflammation of the conjunctiva 
ia much last; he suffers rather more paia at 
night ia the brow ; 1m baa not slept by slight 
since his admission $ bowels open ; tongue 
clean ; pulse rather full. To continue the 
emetic tart., and take three grants of eato^ 
mel and a quarter of a grain of opium every 
four hours. 

£5. After our visit yesterday the eye be- 
came very painful; and the vascularity of 
the conjunctiva was very much increased; 
The house-surgeon, Mr. Wyatt, very judi- 
ciously bled him to Jxx, and ordered twelve 
leeches to be applied as close to the eye as 
possible. The patient says he experienced 
very groat relief from tie VS., and slept 
well all night. There is not much inflam- 
mation of the conjunctiva or solerotica, and 
the red vessels cannot now be teen in the 
iris. He says he feels perfectly easy. Con- 
tinue cal. and opium. 

26. Had no paia in the eye, and slept well 
all last night ; about half the lymph that 
was observed on the iris is absorbed ; 
cornea ia much clearer ; the belladonna has 
been applied every night, but the pupil ia 
not more dilated than it was on his ad- 
mission; mouth slightly sore. Continue 
ext. belladonna, and take the calomel and 
opium every six hours. 

£8. The eye is muoh better ; very little 
vasoularity remains ; the tubercle of lymph 
has been absorbed ; the pupil is more di- 
lated, and the band of lymph which re- 
strained the motions of the iris appears 
elongated, attenuated, and transparent. The 
cornea is perfectly transparent, and hia 
vision is nearly restored ; mouth not muoh 
sorer. Continue the belladonna, and the 
calomel and opium. 

Dee. JL The eyeappesra perfectly well, 
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and vision is improving fast. The pupil is 
now very much dilated ; the adhesion is ab- 
sorbed ; the iris has assumed its natural 
colour; the eruption on the skin has dis- 
appeared ; mouth very little sore. Con- 
tinue the calomel and opium, and bella- 
donna. 


HOTEL-DIEU. 

FlBRO-CELLULAR TUMOUR OF THE NECK. 

C , aetat. 12, of a good constitution, 

was admitted at the end of October ; he had 
from his infancy been affected with a tumour 
of the neck, which had eventually attained 
the size of a child’s head ; it occupied the 
left side of the neck, was of great consist- 
ence, though free from pain, and seemed to 
he attached by a pedicle. The pulsations of 
the carotid were distinctly felt behind, as 
also were those of the upper and lower thy- 
roid arteries above and below, the tumour ; 
the integuments were not discoloured; the 
veins were much enlarged, and one of them 
in particular, which was enormously dis- 1 
tended, ran over the tumour in an oblique 
direction, from below upwards, and from 
the outer, towards the inner side, so that it 
would have been impossible to make any 
incision into the tumour without dividing 
this vein. M. Dupuytren hesitated whether 
he should perform the extirpation of the 
tumour. He recollected the case of a young 
female, on whom the extirpation of a similar 
tumour was performed, and who died dur- 
ing the operation, apparently from the in- 
troduction of air into the larger veins, and 
into the heart, amoccurrence which has also 
been observed by MM. Graefe and Clemot, 
of Rochefort. However, as the gradual 
increase of the tumour seemed inevitably to 
lead to a fatal termination, he at last decided 
in favour of the removal, the assistants being 
ordered carefully to compass the larger 
veins which might be opened. The opera- 
tion was performed on the 22nd of Novem- 
ber in the following manner An assistant 
having raised the tumour as much as possi- 
ble by pressing on its sides, a longitudinal 
incision was made through the skin and 
platysmamyoides, and the tumour thus laid 
bare in its tftole length ; it was then dis- 
sected oft*, tfftil completely isolated, from 
the surrounding parts, and adhering only by 
its pedicle, which, however, contrary to ex- 
pectation, was found so large, that the idea 
of dividing it must be entirely abandoned. 
An incision was accordingly made into the 
mass ot the tumour, in order to evacuate the 
fluid which M. Dupuytren thought he felt 
within it. This proved, however, to be a 
deception, for a small quantity of blood only 
issued from the wound. Under these cir- 


cumstances, the only method of terminating 
the operation appeared to consist in the 
application of the ligature; this was ac- 
cordingly resorted to, but it was not before 
three ligatures had been placed round the 
pedicle, that the haemorrhage, particularly 
that from the 'veins, was arrested. About 
three pints of blood were lost during the 
operation. The patient had a slight fit of 
syncope, from which, however, he soon 
recovered, by the aspersion of cold water. 
In the course of the day be was taken with 
sickness and vomited repeatedly. Towards 
the evening this symptom disappeared, and 
he seemed to he pretty well till near morn- 
ing, when he was suddenly seized with con- 
vulsions, and died, eighteen hours after the 
operation. 

On examination, the tumour was found to 
be of fibro cellular texture. It originated 
from the left part of the thyroid gland, and 
had strongly pressed on the trachea, which 
bad in consequence become flattened. The 
carotid, jugular veins, and thyroid arteries, 
had not been wounded during the opera- 
tion. — Imtic. Franq . 


MALFORMATION OF TIIE EAR. 

A female, 36 years of age, of a good con * 
stitution, and mother of four children, fell 
during the sixth month of her fifth preg- 
nancy, and struck the abdomen on the edge 
of a tub; she experienced a violent pain in 
the abdomen, and the movements of the 
child became much less than before. After 
about a fortnight they became as strong a s 
before. In November, 1827, she was de- 
livered of a child, which was regularly form- 
ed with the exception of the left ear, the 
helix of which was pushed anteriorly, and 
had in its middle a deep incision, which also 
traversed the antihelix and tragus, and con- 
tinued over the cheek towards the nose, 
where it terminated. The meatus externus 
was obliterated ; behind the ear there were 
four lenticular depressions. In 1829 the 
child was in good health, and heard quite 
well with the right, but not with the left 
ear. — Zeitschr, d. Geburtskunde. 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. . 

Mr. John Smith, Lecturer on Anatomy 
and Surgery, is preparing for publication. 
Practical Observations on the Nature, Cure, 
and Prevention of Consumption, in its de- 
veloped and incipient forms ; wherein 
Counter-irritation (with the manner how, 
when, and the region to which such a re- 
medial agent is practicable, safe, and effica- 
cious), Inhalation, of various Substances, and 
Climate, will be carefully examined. 
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MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 

PRACTICAL COMMENTARIES ON 

DR. CHRISTISON'S PROCESSES 

FOR 

DETECTING POISONS. 

MERCURY AND ITS PREPARATIONS. 

The extreme excellence of Dr. Chris* 
tison’s directions for the detection of the 
most important substance included in this 
class, viz., the corrosive sublimate, or bi- 
chloride of mercury, renders it almost unne- 
cessary for us to offer any observations, in 
addition to the subjoined extracts, respect- 
this poison individually, We may remark 
that one of our contemporaries, in a review 
of Dr. Christisou’s treatise, written very 
soon after that work appeared, compliment- 
ed the author especially on the originality 
of the process we are about to notice. In 
this, however, the reviewer fell into a re- 
markable error, since the first branch of the 
process belongs to Orfila, and the second to 
Male, who has been justly styled the father 
of English medical jurisprudence. Still Dr. 
Cbristison is not the less entitled to our 
praise, though his merit is, in this instance, 
of a different kind to that which the reviewer 
attributed to him, — consisting, in the first 
place, of discarding the valueless part of 
Orfila’s method, and secondly, of the great 
manipulatory improvements adopted in the 
use of the proto -chloride of tin as originally 
recommended by Dr. Male. 

The general properties, whether physical, 
chemical, or medicinal, of the various mer- 
curial preparations, are so well recognised 
by every intelligent practitioner, that it is 
entirely needless for us to dwell upon them 
here. Dr. Christison’s treatise should in- 
No. S82, 


j deed be consulted by every one who wishes 
to become minutely and intimately conver- 
sant with mercury and its compounds, for 
in no other work will theie be found so mas- 
terly a description of its various prepare 
tions as in the chemical division of the 
, chapter in which he treats of this subject. 

| We proceed to quote bis directions for the 
detection of the corrosive sublimate. It will 
be observed that they refer to this individual 
! poison alone, aad.scaroely apply to any of the 
other soluble mercurial compounds. 

“ On the whole, the following plan has 
appeared to me the most simple and most 
generally applicable. It is a double process, 
of which sometimes the first part, sometimes 
the second, sometimes both, may be re- 
quired. The first removes the corrosive 
sublimate undecomposed from the mixture, 
which may be accomplished when its pro- 
portion is not minute: the second, when 
the proportion of corrosive sublimate is too 
small to admit of being so removed, sepa- 
rates from tbe pnixture metallic mercury ; 
and the analyst will know which of the two 
to employ by using the protochloride of tin 
as a trial- test in the following manner : — A 
fluid mixture being in the first instance 
made, if necessary, by dividing all soft solids 
into small fragments, and boiling the mass 
in distilled water, a small portion is to be 
filtered for the trial. If the protochloride 
of tin causes a pretty deep ash-gray or 
grayish-black colour, the first process will 
probably be successful ; if the shade acquir- 
ed is not deep, that process may be neglect- 
ed, and the second put in practice at once.” 

The protochloride of tin, it is here neces- 
sary to state, is prepared by boiling strong 
muriatic acid on tin powder, till the metal 
ceases to be dissolved ; the liquid should 
then be carefully preserved in a closely 
stoppered bottle. It should be remembered 
that tbe analyst should always prepare this 
test himself, since it is seldom, we might 
almost say never, sold of the requisite de- 
gree of purity in the shops. Its mode of 
EE 
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action with the solution of bi-chloride of 
mercury is simple; it proceeds from the 
strong attraction which the proto-chloride of 
tin manifests for additional quantities of 
chlorine, by virtae of which it first re- 
moves one atom of chlorine from the corro- 
sive sublimate, reducing it to the condition 
of calomel, or the protochloride of mercury ; 
and this it .again deprives of its one remain- 
ing atom of chlorine, metallic mercury being 
precipitated in the form of a dark, minutely 
divided, powder. 

•* First Branch of the Process . — In order 
to remove the corrosive sublimate undecom- 
posed, the mixture, without filtration, is to 
be agitated for a few minutes with about a 
fourth part of its volume of sulphuric ether, 
Which possesses the property of abstracting 
the salt from its aqueous solution. On re- 
maining at rest for half a minute or a little 
more, the etherial solution rises to the sur- 
face, and may then be removed. It is next 
to be filtered if requisite, evaporated to dry- 
ness, and the residue treated with boiling 
water, upon which a solution is procured 
that will present the properties formerly 
mentioned as belonging to corrosive subli- 
mate in its dissolved state.” 

A long phial is the best instrument for the 
performance of this experiment, and in order 
to prevent the evaporation of the ether, the 
phial should be corked during the agitation. 
The removal may then be accomplished by a 
suction tube (or if this cannot be obtained, 
by quills connected together as before de- 
scribed), and the evaporation Completed on 
a porcelain capsule, or a china saucer. The 
residuum should then be redissolved, and a 
drop or two placed on each of four watch 
crystals. A minute drop of a pure solution 
of the hydriodate of potash is to be applied 
to the first, when a precipitate takes place, 
usually yellow at first, and then becoming 
a carmine red ; lime water is to be added to 
the second, when a brick-red precipitate, 
the hydrated red oxide of mercury, is thrown 
down. The third should be treated with 
ammonia, which causes a white precipitate, 
the triple protochloride of mercury and am- 
monia. Protochloride of tin is then to be 
added to the fourth, When a precipitate is 
deposited, at first white, and then becoming 
a dark- grey. 

Finally, the fluid remaining in the cap- 
sule, is to be agitated with the proto- 
chloride of tin, the precipitate dried, col- 
lected, and heated in a small glass-tube,. 


when mercurial globules sre immediately* 
procured. 

The preceding is an epitome of tbe obser- 
vations of Dr. Christison in his notice of 
the properties of pure solutions of tbe corro- 
sive sublimate, modified by ourselves as far 
as the manipulation is concerned. We now 
proceed to the second branch of Dr. Cliris- 
tison’s process, tbe necessity for which we 
may state, briefly, to arise from the circum- 
stance that corrosive sublimate is decom- 
posed by many soft animal solids and solu- 
tions, by albumen, for example, the bi- 
chloride being reduced to the condition of 
calomel, which is no longer soluble in ether 
or water. 

“ Second Branch of the Process . — If t^® 
preceding method should fail, or shall have 
been judged inapplicable, the mixture is to 
be treated in tbe following manner : — Iu the 
first place, all particles of seeds, leaves, and 
other fibrous matter of a vegetable nature, 
are to be removed as carefully as possible. 
This being done, tbe mixture, without un- 
dergoing filtration, is to be treated With pro- 
tochloride of tin, as long as any precipitate 
or coagulnm is formed. This precipitate, 
even if it contains but a very minute pro- 
portion of mercury, will have a slate-grey 
tint ; it is to be collected, washed, ana 
drained on a filter, from which it is then to 
be removed without being dried, and care 
should be taken not to tear away with it 
any fibres of the paper, as these would ob- 
struct the succeeding operations. Tbe mer- 
cury exists in it in the metallic state for 
reasons formerly mentioned. The precipi- 
tate is next to be boiled in a moderately 
strong solution of caustic potass, contained 
in a glass flask, or still better, in a smooth 
porcelain vessel glazed with porcelain ; and 
the ebullition is to be continued till all the 
lumps disappear. The animal and vegeta- 
ble matter will thus be dissolved ; and on 
the solution being allowed to remain at 
rest, a heavy greyish-black powder will be- 
gin to fall down in a few seconds. This is 
chiefly metallic mercury, of which, indeed, 
globules may sometimes be discerned with 
the naked eye, or with a small magnifier. 
In order to separate it, leave the solution 
at rest under a temperature a little short of 
ebullition for fifteen or twenty minutes. Fill 
up the vessel gently with hot water without 
disturbing the precipitate, so that a fatty 
matter, which rises to the surface in the 
case of most animal mixtures, may be skim- 
med off first with a spoon, and afterwards 
with filtering paper ; then withdraw the 
whole supernatant fluid, which is easily 
done on account of the great density of tbe 
black powder. Transfer the powder into a 
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small glint tube, arid wash it by the pro- 
ceas of affusion and subsidence till the wak- 
ings do not taste alkaline. Any fibrous 
matter which may have escaped notice at 
the commencement of the process, and any 
lumpy matter which may hare escaped solu- 
tion by the potass, should now be picked out. 
The black powder is the only part which 
should be preserved. If the quantity of 
powder is very minute, an interval of twelve 
hours should be allowed for each subsidence. 
Lastly, the powder is to be removed, heated, 
and sublimed, as in the last stage of the 
process already described for detecting cor- 
rosive sublimate in a pure solution. The 
second branch of this process is very deli- 
cate. I have detected by it a quarter of a 
grain of corrosive sublimate mixed with two 
ounces of beef, or with five ounces of new 
milk, or porter, or tea made with a liberal 
allowance of cream and sugar. I have also 
detected a tenth part of a grain in four 
ounces of the last mixture, that is, in 19,200 
times its weight.” 

From repeated experiments, we can vouch 
for the delicacy and certainty qf this beauti- 
ful process. Dr. Christison has conferred 
no trifling obligation on medico-legal analy- 
sis, by rescuing the chemical fact on which 
the proceeding is founded from the oblivion 
into which it was so rapidly descending. 

With respect to the mode of treating the 
precipitate we differ slightly from Dr. Chris- 
tison, arid we would recommend a watch 
crystal in preference to a tube for the 
washing process. In these experiments it 
is frequently necessary to economise time, 
and we have fouud that the process may be 
completed with a watch crystal in one- 
tenth of the period the author describes. 

It cannot, however, be denied, that 
though individually perfect, os far as corro- 
sive sublimate is concerned, still the pre- 
ceding method is exposed to some collateral 
objections. In the first place considerable 
inconvenience is liable to occur from the use 
of an excess of the protochloride of tin, from 
which, on the addition of an alkali, the pro- 
toxide of tin is precipitated, mixing with 
and obscuring the finely-divided mercurial 
deposition. Secondly, the ether acts on j 
corrosive sublimate alone; and the pro- 
tochloride of tin, though it does affect other 
mercurial salts to a certain extent, yet does 
not operate with either delicacy or certainty 
witli any hut the muriatic preparations ; 
thus, there are some insoluble compounds, 
such as the subsulphate, dipernitrate, and 


the red precipitate, whioh the protochloride 
of tin scarcely acts upon at all. It is true 
that, in this country, the corrosive sublimate 
is the poison most nsurilly given ; but on 
the continent (where we doubt not Dr. 
Christison’s work will meet the extensive 
circulation it deserves) , the red precipitate 
and the turpeth mineral have more then 
once been feloniously administered. In a 
| case of this description. Dr. Christison'i 
process may be applied to a mixture con- 
taining an abundance of mercury, and yet 
give no adequate indication of its presence. 
The observation applies particularly to the 
yellow subsulphate or turpeth mineral, which 
has been used to our own knowledge as e 
poison in this country, especially for the 
malicious destruction of cattle. Its virulent 
properties are hut too well known, espe- 
cially to the respectable practitioners in 
canine medicine, who use it as a specific in 
the disease termed “ snifters,” by their ele- 
gant nomenclature. We presume that the 
author has overlooked this important faot in 
bis criticisms on the processes of Orfila and 
Devergie, which he quotes with great can- 
dour and at sufficient length, and which he 
has accidentally fallen into the error of 
assigning to the detection of the chlorides 
alone, whereas they have apparently a more 
generic view, and aim at the extended 
object of embracing all the compounds (with 
the exception of the sulphurets), which the 
preparations of this metal present either by 
themselves, or in combination with organic 
matter. 

For this purpose Orfila and Lesueur re- 
commend that the suspected mixture should 
be boiled with caustic potash, which at the 
same time dissolves organic animal matter 
and separates the oxide of mercury from all 
its saline combinations. To this process 
Dr. Christison objects, in the first place, for 
its want of delicacy, and, seoondly, because 
the oxide not unfrequently remains either 
chemically combined with, or mechanically 
suspended in, the alkaline solution. Rejecting 
this, the author passes to a process more 
recently proposed by Devergie, and which 
he at the same time considers much supe- 
rior to the former, but inferior to that which 
we have detailed. We quote Devergie's 
method in Dr. Christison’s words : 

“ Treat the mixture supposed to contain 
mercury with diluted hydrochloric acid till 
EES 
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all the solid matter is dissolved. Evaporate, 
in order to expel the greater part of the 
acid employed. Add water to the remain- 
der, and transmit chlorine to coagulate and 
remove the animal matter. lilter, boil, and 
concentrate ; then immerse for ten minutes 
a small plate of pure tin, which, if mercury 
is present, will immediately be whitened ; 
immerse another plate of tin for ten mi- 1 
nutes; and continue this part of the process 
till the plates cease to be whitened. Dry 
the tarnished plates, scrape off the tarnished 
surfaces, put the scrapings in a proper tube, 
and heatit over a spirit-lamp ; the mercury 
will be driven off from the amalgam and 
condense in a ring of globules. By this 
plan Devergie says he detected a quarter of 
a grain of corrosive sublimate in four ounces 
of blood, nay a sixteenth and even a thirty- 
second part of a grain in eight ounces. I 
have repeated it and found it in most cir- 
cumstances convenient and accurate ; but 
doubts may be entertained whether it* is 
universal in its application.” 

That Dr. Christison considered these pro- 
cesses to refer to corrosive sublimate alone, 
and to the insoluble compounds it forms 
with animal and vegetable matters, appears 
from his expression in commenting on the 
former, when he says, “ But it failed com- 
pletely when the proportion was small, 
though it answered very well when the cor- 
rosive sublimate was in considerable quan- 
tity.” Again, alluding to tbe second just 
quoted, be states, “ The solid compounds 
formed by corrosive sublimate with animal 
principles, are either soluble in mineral 
acid, or part with all their mercury to it. 
But this is not tbe case with tbe compounds 
formed with vegetable principles.” We are, 
therefore, we believe, justified in conclud- 
ing, that he considers the processes as in • 
atituted for corrosive sublimate alone, and 
not, as we are inclined to think, devissd 
with the comprehensive object of including 
most of the soluble or insoluble compounds of 
that metal; Nevertheless it is manifest, 
that Dr. Christison’s objections to these 
processes as regards the corrosive subli- 
mate, completely invalidate their agency as 
universal detectors of mercurial compounds. 

Under these circumstances, we have been 
induced to seek a process by which this 
object may he fulfilled, and we con recom- 
mend the following with some confidence as 
to its delicacy and precision, premising that 
it is by no means offered as an improvement 
on the process we have extracted from Dr, 


Christison s treatise, as far as corrosive sub- 
limate is concerned. Its object is to supply 
the desideratum, — a method by which any 
mercurial may be detected. Neither is our 
proposition strictly original, a3 it is founded 
both on Orfila's and Devergie's suggestions, 
and also includes a part of a process sug- 
gested by Mr. Sylvester some time since. 

In the first place, we would recommend 
that Dr. Christison's process should be 
always performed on small portions of the 
suspected mixture, as by this means the 
corrosive sublimate may at once be detected. 

Should no indications of mercury be af- 
forded by the ether and tbe protochloride of 
tin, we would then direct that the mixture 
be filtered through coarse paper, that the 
fluid part be concentrated by evaporation, 
having been previously acidulated with nitric 
acid ; when sufficiently concentrated, it 
I should be reserved for a further examination. 
The solid part may contain the subsul- 
phate of mercury, or turpeth mineral, the 
subnitrate, the red precipitate, the acetate, 
or cyanuret, in a state of admixture with 
organic matter; from all these the mercury 
may be separated in the condition of an 
oxide by ebullition with caustic potassa for 
about an hour; the protoxide, however, as 
Dr. Christison justly remarks, may be either 
mechanically suspended or chemically dis- 
solved in the alkaline solution. To obviate 
this, we add, after the boiling with potash, 
a large excess of nitric acid, which, in com- 
plicated mixtures, usually produces an abun- 
dant precipitate of caseous and albuminous 
matter ; the mixture is then digested by a 
gentle heat in a florence flask for at least 
six hours, when all the oxide of mercury 
has united with the nitric acid, and re- 
mains in solution in the state of the mixed 
protonitrate and pemitrate of mercury. 

Filtration should now be performed, the 
filtered fluid concentrated by evaporation, 
and mixed with the fluid first prepared. It 
should then be allowed to cool, and again 
filtered should any further organic deposi- 
tion have occurred. 

The last step of the process may now he 
proceeded with ; it consists in introducing a 
thin slip of gold, hound round with a coil of 
harpsichord wire,— an amalgam of gold and 
mercurv is very soon formed in a manner 
analogous to that described by Devergie in 
the preceding quotation. The slip of gold is 
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farther to be treated in precisely the manner 
recommended by Devergie for the tin. 

The advantages of the process above de- 
tailed over the others are briefly these : — It 
is more general than Dr. Christison’s, em- 
bracing the' subnitrates, subsulpbates, ace- 
tales, and the red precipitate. Secondly, j 
it is free from the objection advanced by 
Dr. Christison against Orfila’s process, in- 
asmuch as the object is not to collect the 
protoxide, but to prepare it for the action of 
the nitric acid. Thirdly, it ensures the 
solution of every solid compound formed by 
the salts of mercury with organic matter, 
whether from the animal or vegetable king- 
dom. Fourthly, it is of the utmost facility 
of execution. Finally, it is almost infinitely 
delicate in its indications. We have de- 
tected by its means the thirtieth part of a 
grain of calomel (the most difficult of all the 
preparations) in a Jxij mixture composed of 
$x of strong tea aud £ij of human blood. 

The chemical treatment of poisoning by 
mercury, varies according to the prepara- 
tion employed. If the corrosive sublimate, 
liquid albumen (the white of eggs) affords 
a certain antidote by reducing this salt to 
the condition of calomel. If the nitrate be 
the poison, a mixture of the muriate of soda 
and carbonate of ammonia may be advan- 
tageously given, and the stomach-pump 
should be applied. 

In conclusion, there is one important 
point connected with the chemical inquiries 
in any medico-legal investigation in which 
mercury is concerned, to whioh we must 
briefly advert. Except the case in which 
corrosive sublimate is at once removed by 
ether, the chemical analysis directed for 
organic mixtures always gives the same in- 
dications, as would be the case had calomel 
been medicinally taken a short time before 
death. To this the author has not at all 
adverted, but it is a circumstance of the ut- 
most moment, aud one of which a crafty vil- 
lain might avail himself in his atrocious 
purposes in a manner which the public safety 
does not permit us to describe. We have, 
however to repeat here, the remark we once 
before advanced, that we speak but of the 
chemical evidence, and do not take into 
account the collateral circumstance by which 
information can be obtained. 
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A short Tract on the Formation of Tumours , 
and the Peculiarities that are met with in 
the Structure of those that have become 
Cancerous, with their mode of Treatment . 
By Sir Everard Home, Bart., &c. &c. 
London. Longman. 1850. 8vo. pp. 96. 
Ws occasionally meet with books, the 
motives for the publication of which we are 
quite unable to conjeoture, and such is the 
case with regard to the “ tract” o( Sir 
Everard Home. Nearly all the cases, that 
is, about one-half of the contents of the 
work, are taken, as the author admits, from 
his *' Treatise on Cancer,” and a paper in 
the “ Medical and Chirurgical Transac- 
tions,” and as to the remainder, it consists, — 
mixed up with worthless cases, absurd state- 
ments, and false conclusions, — about as 
much really useful information as might be 
compressed, with great ease, into four or 
five octavo pages. The book, therefore, 
can scarcely benefit the profession or the 
public, even in a slight degree. Its only 
tendency, in fact, can be to lower, if possi- 
ble, the reputation of the author as a phy- 
siologist and a surgeon. 

After some very common -place, but con- 
fused, observations on the formation of tu- 
mours, and two already published cases, the 
author proceeds to give an account of the 
large semi -osseous tumour, whioh he re- 
moved from the head of a young woman in 
1816 , the cast of whioh many of our readers 
have doubtless seen in the Hunterian Mu- 
seum. The following is an abstract of the 
case, which is not, however, very well de- 
scribed. The patient was 25 years of age ; 
the swelling had first appeared in her third 
year, after a kick from a horse ; it had con- 
tinued gradually to increase up to the time 
of her admission into the hospital, when it 
was nearly twice as large as the patient's 
head. It was bony at the base, but “ the 
most prominent part was of a softer sub- 
stance ; it had its origin underneath the ex- 
ternal table of the right parietal bone, and 
the tumour, in its progress forward, ap- 
proached so near the outer edge of the orbit, 
that there was only space to admit the 
blade of a saw between them.” All the 
other surgeons who had seen it considered 
it “ beyond the reach of a surgical opera- 
tion.” Sir E. Home, however, after mature 
deliberation determined upon its removal 
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Accordingly, on October 9th, a large crucial 
incision having been made, “ all the soft 
parts of the tumour, which consisted of fat 
mixed with a steatomatous substance, were 
removed and on the following day the 
bony base was removed. The amount of 
haemorrhage, the proportion and the struc- 
ture of the osseous growth, &c., are not 
mentioned. The wound soon healed, the 
tumour did not return, and the patient is 
now in good health, and a nurse at St. 
George’s Hospital. 

After the account of this case, we find the 
following sentence, the absurdity and false- 
hood exhibited in which are too glaring to 
require any comment from us : — 

“ Cases of this kind completely expose 
the fallacies of the doctrine of oianiology, 
than which nothing can be more absurd ; 
since the external surface of the internal 
table of the skull, and that of the external 
table, can never bounder like circumstances, 
nor have similar changes in them produced 
from the same causes or corresponding cir- 
cumstances ; and yet the sole foundation of 
this doctrine is a supposition, thst the effect 
of the development of the brain upon the 
internal table is produced in an equal de- 
gree at the same timO in the external table, 
which, from the nature and texture of the 
diploe, can never happen/’— p. 16. 

We have then some confused, and scarce- 
ly intelligible, observations on the forma- 
tion of cancerous tumours, of which the 
following jpay serve as a specimen ** — 

“ If a part made up of glandular struc- 
tures ia bruised, the vessels composing the 
glands are ruptured, and throw out their 
contents : these consist partly of the fluid 
secreted, and of those ingredients of the 
blood that are undergoing the necessary 
changes to form the peculiar secretion. In 
this cate a tumour is formed, differing ex- 
ceedingly from that of aneurism in its con- 
tents : in one part there are lymph glo- 
bules only, forming solid masses ; in others 
there are similar masses of blood globules, 
with tubes of carbonio acid gas passing 
through them, which become vessels filled 
with red blood- Thi# which I have de- 
scribed is the structure of what has been 
hitherto denominated a scirrhus, and has 
been always considered as the previous I 
stage to a true or atony canoer.” — pp. 23, 24. 

'* In healthy parts, when a breach is made 
and the parts are not united by jthe first 
intention, suppuration is produced over the 
surface of the sore, and pus is formed. This 
pus is converted into new flesh, and hae 
been till now considered as no part of the 
circulating bioqd, but a new substance fount 


ed i it is, however, aothiag more than the 
blood globules and the carbonic acid gas* 
with the serum of the blood and the coagu- 
lable lymph contained in it, which, when 
exposed to the atmosphere, coagulates, be- 
comes vascular, and then takes the name of 
granulations. Where vessels carrying red 
blood are . not injured, only those carrying, 
lymph globules and serum, new flesh can* 
not be produced, the materials for its form- 
ation not being present. When this hap- 
pens upon membranes, the lymph coagulates 
upon the surface that throws it out, end the 
carbonic acid gas coutained in it becomes 
vascular *, and then it possesses all the pro- 
j perties of the membranes of the living body, 
the superfluous serum having escaped into 
the cavity which the membrane lines/’— 
pp. 25, 26. 

What is meant here by “ tubes of car- 
bonic acid gas,” or carbonic acid becoming 
vascular, we confess our inability to under- 
stand; but the assertion that granulations 
are formed from the pus secreted by, or on, 
them, is in contradiction of the statements 
and experiments of all the best physiologists, 
and is, in truth, opposed to common sense 
and daily observation. 

We have already observed, that the 
greater part of the cases have been pub- 
lished before, and we may add, that the new 
ones are utterly destitute of value or into* 
rest ; some of them, indeed, convey little or 
no information beyond the fact of the pa- 
tients’ having been affected with cancer, 
such for instance as the following, which is 
placed at the head of those that came unde? 
the author’s “ immediate observation,” »nd 
is prefaced by the remark, that he bee 
** chosen only such as deserve to be record- 
ed, from having some circumstance peculiar 
to them not met with in the others.” 

“ A lady, when forty-eight years of age, 
had a lump in the left bteast, considerably 
advanced towards ulceration. The glands 
in the axilla and above the clavicle were 
swelled and indurated ; the arm was swelled, 
with pain in the shoulder and back. When 
twenty-eight years old she bad a small tu- 
mour, the size, of the end pf the finger, 
which remained stationary for six years, at 
thirty-five years of age grew larger, and oc- 
casionally gave pain. It afterwards rapidly 
increased, and arrived at its present state 
of a confirmed cancer, which was considered 
beyond the reach of an operation ; and it 
terminated in the death of the patient.”—- 
pp. 38, 39. 

Although “the mode of treatment” is 
expressly advertised in the title-page, very 
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little is to be learnt in this respect from the 
cases, and all that we can collect from the 
general observations at the conclusion of the 
tract is, that the author has found the pow- 
der of hemlock leaves, when properly pre- 
pared, a very efficacious remedy both inter- 
nally and externally, in cancer (though its 
employment is not once mentioned in any 
of the numerous cases), and that he has 
been w taught by experience that the sarsa- 
parilla, in the form of decoction, has not the 
same powers of a restorative medicine as in 
the form of a powder, to which heat had not 
been applied." 


ST, THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 

CLINICAL LECTURE 

DELIVERED BY 

Dr. ELLIOTSON, 

Dec* 6, 1830. 

CASE OF VOMITING. MEDICINAL QUALITIES 

OF HYDROCYANIC ACID. 

1 did not finish, in the last lecture, all the 
cases that had been presented during the 
preceding week : five remained unmentiou- 
ed. One of these was a case of slight fever 
in the female ward, treated in the usual way, 
and with the usual success. She was ad- 
mitted on the 15th of November, auu pre- 
sented ou the 22t'*. There was also among 
the women presented, a case of vomiting, 
which appeared to arise merely from mor- 
bid irritability. It may be very well con- 
trasted with a case of a different description, 
presented on the same day, in the same 
ward, and in which a different treatment 
was successful — a very interesting case of 
vomiting from inflammation. 

The first patient, Eliza New, set. 21, was 
admitted on the lltli of November. She 
said that she had been ill five months, and it 
appeared that she had vomited every thing 
she bad taken during fourteen days ; she 
had been in a state of amenorrhoca for two 
months ; she complained of pain across the 
epigastrium, and across the whole of the 
abdomen. Her tongue showed no feverish- 
ness ; there w*as no thirst, no heat in the 
stomach, no heat in the throat ; neither w as 
there tenderness on pressure on any part of 
the abdomen, nor was the pulse accelerated. 
Under these circumstances, I could not sup- 
pose that the case was one of inflammation; 
for although there was pain across the abdo- 


men, yet that pain was not increased on 
pressure, and therefore it appeared to he of 
a spasmodic character. On this account I 
conceived that I could stop the vomiting 
and cure her by soothing medicines — medi- 
cines calculated to lessen the morbid irrita- 
bility, which was independent of inflamma- 
tion. Among these, that certainly which 
operates much more upon the stomach than 
upon any other part — that which answers 
best in a great number of cases, is the hydro- 
cyanic acid. She took this in doses of two 
or three minims, which is equal to four or 
five drops, three times a day , no other me- 
diciue was given, nor was she put on low 
diet: her vomiting was stopped, and she 
went out on the 25th, perfectly well. 

You will find it of the greatest importance 
to make this distinction. When you have 
an affection of the stomach, you should as- 
certain, in the first place, whether there be 
inflammation or not ; for if there be inflam- 
mation, the hydrocyanic acid would not cure 
it ; the case must be treated like inflamma- 
tion of any other part of the body. But if 
you can find no inflammation whatever, nor 
any cause for the vomiting in any other 
parts of the body (it will often arise from an 
irritation in the intestines, the kidney, the 
womb, and ten thousand distantcauses), then 
the hydrocyanic acid will relieve the vomit- 
ing far better, I urn satisfied, than any other 
medicine. I have not found i't relieve the 
pam of rheumatism or caster, or paiu situat- 
ed in any of Ihq distant parts of the body, or 
pain in the intestines. It is of no use in 
colic,, though it is said bv some to he of 
occasional service in neuralgia. As an ano- 
dyne I have not found it of the least use in 
general, except in cases of pain of the sto- 
mach. It has the properties of an anodyne 
on the stomach particularly, and has a tend- 
ency to lessen the morbid irritability which 
produces vomiting. It is no exaggeration 
for me to state that I have frequently seen 
vomiting which has lasted for months, cease 
on the exhibition of the first dose of this 
medicine. Frequently, however, in cases of 
spasmodic pain of the stomach, you will find 
that the first dose, or the second, or even one 
week’s exhibition, will not answer the de- 
sired end : you will he much more struck 
with its use in lessening vomiting than in les- 
sening pain in the stomach. But you will 
find it of no service unless you make a dis- 
tinction between the existence of inflamma- 
tion, and the influence of distant causes, on 
the one hand, and mere morbid irritability of 
the stomach itself, upon the other. Hydro- 
cyanic acid is a medicine that is exceed- 
ingly powerful, and you cannot give it in the 
same dose w’hen the stomacli is empty as 
i when it is full. When the stomach is full, 
ihe difference of a drop may cause a great 
difference in the effect*. Supposing you 
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Accordingly, on October 9th, a large crucial 
incision having been made, " all the soft 
parts of the tumour, which consisted of fat 
mixed with a steatomatous substance, were 
removed and on the following day the 
bony base was removed. The amount of 
hemorrhage, the proportion and the struc- 
ture of the osseous growth, &c., are not 
mentioned. The wound soon healed, the 
tumour did not return, and the patient is 
now in good health, and a nurse at St. 
George’s Hospital. 

After the account of this case, we find the 
following sentence, the absurdity and false- 
hood exhibited in which are too glaring to 
require any comment from us : — 

44 Cases of this kind completely expose 
the fallacies of the doctrine of cianiology, 
than which nothing can be more absurd ; 
since the external surface of the internal 
table of the skull, and that of the external 
table, can never be under like circumstances, 
nor have similar changes in them produced 
from the same causes or corresponding cir- 
cumstances ; and yet the sole foundation of 
this doctrine is a supposition, that the effect 
of the development of the brain upon the 
~“' w -nal table is produced in an equal de- 
same timb in the external table, 


If yoiT^gw**^ nature and texture of the 
extreme nausea7'^««n. ,, --^p. 16. 
haps gastrodynia and seerce- 

is common for many narcocl > 
lating as well as sedative ; tbaF$» 
with this medicine ; medicines act*be^ 
different powers upon different people, an 
therefore you should give it in suiall doses 
at first, it you wish it to act favourably. 
Tobacco will arrest the action of the heart, 
and cause complete prostration of strength ; 
yet it excites sneezing, and one person is 
affected by a quantity which produces no 
effect on another. In general people bear 
from two to four minims, but you not un- 
frequently meet with individuals with whom 
five minims do not disagree, and now and 
then you may safely increase the dose to six 
or eight, or even more. Y ou will find the 
hydrocyanic acid of great use for another 
purpose ; for making medicine sit upon the 
stomach, which would otherwise disagree 
with it. You may lessen the natural irrita- 
bility of the stomach so much, that iodine, 
colchicum, and medicines of the same active 
description, will frequently sit upon it in 
cases where they would not uuless ten 
minutes before administering them you gave 
a dose of hydrocyanic acid. These medi- 
cines may remain upon the stomach if you 
unite prussic acid with them, but the acid 
answers better for this purpose if given ten 
minutes before, so as to come into full ope- 
ration before the acrid medicines are taken. 


ed i it is, however, nothiagmore than the 
blood globules and the carbonic acid gas* 
with the serum of the blood and {be conga- 
lable lymph contained in it, which, when 
exposed to the atmosphere, coagulates, be- 
comes vascular, and then takes the pane of 
granulations. Where vessels carrying rad 
blood are . not injured, only those carrying, 
lymph globules and serum, new flesh can* 
not be produced, the materials for its form- 
ation not being present. When this hap- 
pens upon membranes, thelympb coagulates 
upon the surface that throws it out, and the 
carbonic acid gas contained in it becomes 
vascular ; and then i£ possesses all the pro-, 
perties of the membranes of the living body, 
the superfluous serum having escaped into 
the cavity which the membrane lines.*’ — 
pp. 25, 26. 

What is meant here by 11 tubes of car- 
bonic acid gas,” or carbonic acid becoming 
vascular, we confess our inability to under- 
stand; but the assertion tbat granulations 
are formed from the pus secreted by, or on, 
them, is in contradiction of the statements 
and experiments of all the best physiologists, 
and is, in truth, opposed to common sense 
and daily observation. 

We have already observed, that the 
greater part of the cases have been pub- 
lished before, and we may add, tbat the new 
ones are utterly destitute of value or inte- 
rest ; some of them, indeed, convey little or 
no information beyond the fact of the pa- 
tients* having been affected with oaneer, 

1 bfofyf instance as the following, which is 
scalding paiH'*d of those that came 141145 
takes wine or any other kind of stimulant. 
These were the symptoms, and nothing could 
more decidedly show an inflammation of the 
stomach. Here was, in the first place, pain 
in the region of the stomach ; this pain was 
constant, and was increased on pressure, and 
on taking stimuli of any sort. There was 
also great nausea, great sense of heat in the 
stomach amounting to scalding, and. in- 
creased by wine or any other kind of stimu- 
lant. Then there was excessive secretion 
going on there, for her mouth was constantly 
filled with fluid; she frequently discharged 
a large quantity of thin liquid, and now and 
then even blood came away,— a common 
thing from any affection of a mucous mem- 
brane ; not that there was any extent of it— 
it was only a few dark clots. . Besides these 
local symptoms of inflammation, there were 
general symptoms. There was great heat, 
and the face was flushed, she was very 
thirsty, and her pulse was 90. There was 
also a disturbed state of the stomach, ano- 
rexia, and nausea, as soon as she took her 
food, and vomiting of these dark clots which 
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liltl* ii <« h* l«u»t in thi. rwpeet from the 
mM« 9M m that we ou eolleot from ibe 
observations at the cob elution of the 
tmt to, that the author bat found the pow 
d^rof hemlock caret, when properly pre- 
pwd, ft TBfp efficacious remedy both inter- 
MHjftftd externally, in cancer (though ita 
in not once mentioned in any 
oftbe anmerooft onset), and that he has 
b«® “ taught by experience that the aaraa- 
pwiUa, in the form of decoction, haa not the 
nme powera of a restorative medicine aa in 
the term of a powder, to which heat had not 
been applied." 


ST, THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 
CLINICAL LECTURE 

delivered by 

Bn. ELLIOTSON, 

Dec. 6 , 1830 . 

CAi« or VOMITING.— MEDICINAL QUAUTIli 
or nronocYANic acid. 

I DID not finish, in [he last lecture, nil the 
c*»en that had been presented during the 
preceding week : fire remained nnmention- 
ed. On. of timae wao a ou of aliaht ferer I coli 

MdlriT ' hT W * fd ‘ f r **‘* d “ “** W V. °St 
1 7 ,h ,h « ««*«1 mcceaa. She was ,2 S e 
milted on the 15th of Noremh. • " tliere 
ha -c 7'J, ixv.o may be much in- 

flammation of course around it, and though 
you will not lessen the orgunic disease by 
the remedies for inflammation, you will 
lesseu the amount of suffering. There are 
so many cases of disease which are thought 
to be organic, that are nothing more than 
chronic inflammation ; that in every instance, 
unless there be evidence to the contrary, we 
are to act upon the hope that there ia no 
organic disease, and we may thus cure a 
considerable number. This woman was iu a 
state of great emaciation, and therefore, 1 
confess, 1 feared the worst ; I expected that 
there waa probably something more than 
chronic gastritis. I set to work, however, 
upon the presumption that there was mere 
inflammation. She took not a grain of 
medicine during the whole time she was in 
the hospital. Twelve leeches were applied 
to that part of the epigastrium where the 
greatest pain was felt — the left side, and 
these were repealed every day ; as soon as 
they came off, a poultice was applied, in 
order that as much blood as possible might 


#3 

Weuur. ‘ onH* tl P **/ *“ " 0t *»«»U*d OU 

bitit v rift? ° , T“ ftn th « “orbid irriu- 
“on ’ of infitmm.. 

s?3rss5?arest!£ 
55s ^sssasSS 

die h?. g,Te "‘ Dor PM MW 

,h * 

*» men. ,bi,' dul 0 eUonrCn" y re“ 

CMtain'toV** 1 * «o«»ch, you aLuld ... 
ioflim ’ . b ® fi ”‘ P'“«* whelber tb.r. ba 
1""' °" i for if there be infiem! 
ation i lie bydrocreoic acid would not cTe 
t the cage mu , t treated Hk# 

tion of any other part of the body. But if 
you can find no inflammation whatever 
any cause for the vomiting in mv ah ° f 
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the hydrocyanic acid will relieve the ro»it%«- 
g far better, I em aatiafied, ibao an- -« the y 
medicine. I have not found — till the ten- 
Pjm of rheumatism or cem were diminished, and 

ed in any of the di«tV discontinued. They weie 
pain in th»* *tiaily from the 7 1 li of October to the 
colic. (Jl , i t .i 
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C °i lc * Jt!i of that month, and from that time they 
* v>r l were applied every other day till the 26lh 
of October, when they were no further re- 
quired. The clysters were diminished in 
the same proportion — that is to say, for two 
or three weeks they were employed every 
day, and after that period every other day, 
und then once or twice a week, till the 
bowels bad got iuto a perfectly regular 
state. Towards the end of October she 
was so much freed from inflammatory symp- 
toms, but yet so debilitated and so hungry, 
that i allowed her meat. She took one 
mutton-chop from the 26th of October 
every other day ; and from that time she 
was able to sit up, and gradually recovered, 
and went away expressing the greatest 
gratitude, saying' that her life had been 
saved. I do not know whether that was the 
case, but her disease was cured under the 
means employed, 

1 believe that till of late the nature of 
these cases was not sufficiently attended to. 
When persons vomited, and complained of 
a pain in the stomach, a great number of 
practitioners were accustomed to give aro- 
matics and stimulants of various kinds. In 
France this was undoubtedly the general case 
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are giving three drops, three times a day The present case was only one of hun- 
after meals, it certainly will not be right dreds which I have seen of dyspeptic vomit- 
to give more than one or two drops when ing ceasing from the administration of prus- 
the stomach is empty. To avoid any con- sic acid, and not only dyspeptic vomiting, 
fusion which may arise, it is best always to hat gastrodyaia, — the pain that occurs in 
give it after meals, otherwise you must vary the stomach from spasm. In organic affec- 
the doses at different times of the day. You lions of the stomach, you will frequently 
cannot, in general, give it on an empty find it answer better than any other medi- 
stomach more than once in the day, because cine ; if there be cancer of the stomach, 
when food has been once taken, the second scirrhous pylorus, or organic disease, you 
meal comes usually before the stomach is as will often find the hydrocyanic acid allay 
empty as it was before. On this account 1 the vomiting and pain much more than any- 
make it a rule to give it after breakfast, in thing else. Now this woman was not 
the afternoon, and the last thing at night, purged ; no aperients were given, none of 
As it is so powerful, you cannot tell before- the treatment for inflammation was adopted, 
hand the dose that will be borne, and you nod she was not even put on moderate or 
should begin with such a small quantity as particular diet. 

you know can hardly disagree with the sto- 

mach. I begin with one minim, though yon chronic gastritis. 

may begin with two ; many persons do For the purpose of contrast I will speak 
so, but it is safer to begin with one. I give of a oase that was some time in the hospi- 
one minim three times a day, dilated with tal ; one of chronic gastritis. Mary Harri- 
water, or aromatic water ; and in the course son was admitted on the 7th of October, 
of a day, if no unpleasant effect be produced, *t. 50 : she had been ill two months. The 
I increase the dose to two minims ; on the symptoms were constant, with great pain 
third or fourth day I give three minims, under the region of the heart, which was 
and so on until it produces the effect I de- exceedingly increased on pressure. It ap- 
sire, or some inconvenience arises. AN peared to be situated in the splenic half of 
though it will relieve the vomiting arising the stomach. There was constant nausea, 
'^•-Ofrom mere morbid irritability, it will, from and a great discharge of fluid from the throat, 
j|^£ntating properties, likewise cause it. and she had spit up dark clots two or three 
If you"g*S£s. an over d° se > it may produce times apparently of blood ; similar clots also 
extreme nauseaT'S^eme vomiting, and per- had frequently passed from the rectum. In 
baps gastrodynia— stomft cfi- It tlie book ’it is said that she feels full, and is 
is common for many narcotis® to be stimu nauseated as soon as she eats : there is con- 
lating as well as sedative ; thaH&the case stant heat of the epigastrium, constant heat 
with this medicine ; medicines acfc*>witb up the throat, and lhir6t : a bad teste in the 
different powers upon different people, *P 0Ut h, n ° appetite, great heat of the whole 
therefore you should give it in snlall doses IwHJy* especially at night; cheeks flushed, 
at first, if you wish it to act favourably, scalding pah* 13 tl$e stomach as soon a? *{§« 
Tobacco will arrest the action of the heart, takes wine or any othefifcind oT stimulant, 
and cause complete prostration of strength ; These were the symptoms, and nothing could 
yet it excites sneezing, and one person is more decidedly show an inflammation of the 
affected by a quantity which produces no stomach. Here was, in the first place, pain 
effect on another. In general people beor in the region of the stomach ; this paiu was 
from two to four minims, but you not un- constant, and was increased on pressure, and 
frequently meet with individuals with whom on taking stimuli of any sort. There was 
five minims do not disagree, and now and also great nausea, great sense of heat in the 
then you may safely inorease the dose to six stomach amounting to scalding, and in- 
or eight, or even more. You will find the creased by wine or any other kind of stimu- 
hydrocyanic acid of great use for another lant. Then there was excessive secretion 
purpose ; for making medicine sit upon the going on there, for her mouth was constantly 
stomach, which would otherwise disagree filled with fluid ; She frequently discharged 
with it. You may lessen the natural irrita- a large quantity of thin liquid, and now and 
bility of the stomach so much, that iodine, then even blood came away,— a common 
colchicum, and medicines of the same active thing from any affection of a mucous mem- 
description, will frequently sit upon it in brane; not that there was any extent of it— 
cases where they would not uuless ten it was ouly a few dark clots. Besides these 
minutes before administering them you gave local symptoms of inflammation, there were 
a dose of hydrocyanic acid. These medi- general symptoms. There was great heat, 
nines may remain upon the stomach if you and the race was flushed, she was very 
unite prussic acid with them, but the acid thirsty, and her pulse was 90. There was 
answers better for this purpose if given ten also a disturbed state of the stomach, ano- 
minutes before, so as to come into full ope- rexia, and nausea, as soon as she took her 
ration before the acrid medicines are taken, food, and vomiting of these dark clots which 
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came to her throat. You know that one of 
the sets of symptoms in inflammation is that 
arising from disturbed function of the affect- 
ed organ. She was also emaciated, and her 
bowels were so costive that frequently she 
had not a stool for a whole week. Costive- 
ness is not an uncommon symptom in any 
inflammation, and it very frequently oc- 
curs where the stomach is inflamed. Now 
this is a sort of case which you will see 
almost every day. You will have peo- 
ple come to you, saying that they have 
indigestion, and upon inquiry you will 
find that there is tenderness on pressure 
upon the stomach, and pain increased as 
soon as they take wine or brandy, or any- 
thing of that description, notwithstanding 
which they go on eating and drinking, and 
taking stimulants. 

I found it impossible to say whether this 
woman was labouring simply under chronic 
inflammation of the stomach, or whether 
there was united with it organic disease. It 
was impossible for me to say whether there 
was not scirrhus in some parts of the sto- 
mach — some fungous growth beginning, and 
inflammation around it— -or whether there 
might not also be an ulcer in the stomach. 
Unless you can feel induration, unless there he 
repeated hemorrhage, and a peculiar sallow 
hue of the complexion, — unless you can feel 
enlargement, it is quite impossible in these 
cases to say with certsinty , that there is any 
thing more than common inflammation. 

The treatment, however, is to be simply 
that for chronic inflammation. If there be 
organic disease, you will not cure it, and, 
if not shown distinctly to exist, you must 
proceed upon the hope that there is nothing 
more than chionio inflammation. If there 
he organic disease, there may be much in- 
flammation of course around it, and though 
you will not lessen the organic disease by 
the remedies for inflammation, you will 
lesseu the amount of suffering. There are 
so many cases of disease which are thought 
to be organic, that are nothing more than 
chronic inflammation ; that in every instance, 
unless there be evidence to the contrary, we 
are to act upon the hope that there is no 
organic disease, and we may thus cure a 
considerable number. This woman was in a 
state of great emaciatiou, and therefore, I 
confess, 1 feared the worst ; I expected that 
there was probably something more than 
ohrooic gastritis. I set to work, however, 
upon the presumption that there was mere 
inflammation. She took not a grain of 
medicine during the whole time she was in 
the hospital. Twelve leeches were applied 
to that part of the epigastrium where the 
greatest pain was felt — the left side, and 
these were repeated every day ; as soon as 
they came off, a poultice was applied, in 
order that as much blood as possible might | 


he obtained. Besides this, a poultice was 
regularly applied twice a day, so that she 
had the benefit of a constant local warm- 
bath over the stomach. On account, how- 
ever, of her extreme constipation, it was 
necessary to attend to her bowels ; such a 
state could not be healthy, and would cer* 
tainly exert an influence upon the condition 
of the stomach, and therefore she had a 
clyster daily. Had I given her medicine 
by the mouth, it would have initated the 
stomach, have increased the inflammation, 
and might have failed in opening her bowels, 
in consequence of its being thrown up again, 
and not allowed by that organ to pass the 
pylorus. She had a clyster every day, 
twelve leeches were applied, and Bhe was 
allowed nothing but diluents ; milk she could 
not take ; of barley-water she grew tired, 
and she was restricted at last to weak beef- 
tea, and of that she took but little. By 
these means, on the one hand, without any 
deviation whatever — without an addition 
being made to them, or there being any 
cessation of them upon the other (though 
she was only admitted on the 7th of Octo- 
ber, and then so debilitated that ahe could 
scarcely turn in bed, and lay principally on 
her back), she was discharged perfectly 
well on the 25th of November, having 
stayed in the house some time in a state of 
convalescence — about seven weeks altoge- 
ther. The leeches were applied till they 
seemed to be exhausting her — till the ten- 
derness and the heat were diminished, and 
theu they were discontinued. They weie 
applied daily from the. 7tli of October to the 
19th of that month, and from that time they 
were applied every other day till the 26th 
of October, when they were no further re- 
quired. The clysters were diminished in 
the same proportion — that is to say, for two 
or three weeks they were employed every 
day, and after that period every other day, 
und then once or twice a week, till the 
bowels had got into a perfectly regular 
state. Towards the end of October she 
was so much freed from inflammatory symp- 
toms, but yet so debilitated and so hungry, 
that I allowed her meat. She took one 
mutton-chop from the 26th of October 
every other day ; and from that time she 
was able to sit up, and gradually recovered, 
and went away expressing the greatest 
gratitude, saying that her life had been 
saved. I do not know whether that w as the 
case, but her disease was cured under the 
means employed. 

I believe that till of late the nature of 
these cases was not sufficiently attended to. 
When persons vomited, and complained of 
a pain in the stomach, a great number of 
practitioners were accustomed to give aro- 
matics nnd stimulants of various kinds. In 
France this was undoubtedly the general case 
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until the time of Brouewia, a celebrated phy* 
siciau now practising there. The treatment 
con tie ted in what they called aaUHtpasmo- 
dics. Sometimes ant only case* of inflam- 
mation of the stomach, but of the head and 
various parts of the abdomen, and some- 
times of the cheat, were thought diseases of 
debility, and to require stimulants and nou- 
rishment and anti-apasmodics. Stimulants 
and narcotics of all kinds were accordingly j 
given. But although Broussais must have 
rendered incalculable benefit to his country- 
men, I do not think that we are indebted to 
him fora change of practice in this country; 
for the change had previously been intro- 
duced. I know that when 1 was a student it 
was the custom to attend to these things, 
though perhaps not to such an extent as at 
the present day. The state of the abdomen 
was examined in all abdominal affections, to 
see whether there were inflammation or not; 
and when I learned the practical part of my 
profession, it was the custom to treat all in- 
flammatory affections of the abdomen by 
antiphlogistic measures. Perhaps I was 
particularly fortunate, and enjoyed an ad- 
vantage over a great number of my cotem- 
poraries, in studying under the practice of 
l)r, James Curry, at Guy’s Hospital. He 
had been a practitioner in India ; he had 
practised in the navy, and had seen a great 
deal of the necessity of looking out for in- 
flammation, and treating it by antiphlogistic 
means, general aud local. It was his custom 
in plmost every case to turn down the bed- 
clothes, or put his hand under them, and 
press the abdomen (especially in cases of 
fever) in a large number of diseases. I soon 
law that he waa right. Wherever also the 
atient complained of pain he took away 
!ood locally. He had particular notions re- 
specting the liver, and he therefore applied 
cupping-glasses continually to the right hy- 
pochondrium and epigastrium, where the 
paiu was generally seated. There can be no 
doubt that many of his opinions respecting 
the seat of inflammation were absurd; he 
ascribed all to the liver, and seldom thought 
of inflammation of the stomach and intestines. 
He ascribed almost all the affections of the 
abdomen to the liver. His fault consisted in 
localizing too much, and in speaking, not of 
the abdomen at large, but of the liver ; and 
there can be no doubt that he gave mercury 
more extensively than was necessary. I be- 
lieve that at that time it was not so much the 
general custom to attend to the inflamma- 
tory state of the abdomen in fever and other 
diseases, as- was the custom with him ; but 
those who saw hie practice, my fellow-stu- 
dents and myself, got into the way of attend- 
ing to it ; and I have no doubt that numbers 
who attended his lectures (which of course 
were far greater than attended his practice) 
are throughout this country practising suc- 


cessfully through the excellent instruction 
they derived from him. We saw his errors, 
but we learned much that was good ; and to 
me, therefore, when I see what the French 
do, and how their opinions are changed in 
the practice they adopt, there is nothing 
new in that practice. It was perfectly 
familiar to me, and had been so for many 
years ; in fact, I never read any- thing of 
Broussais until very lately ; and when he is 
right (and he ia unquestionably as extrava- 
gant in his own way as Dr. Curry was in 
his), I cannot say that yvhat he advances is 
new to me, I mean as far as regards the im* 
portance of searching out for abdominal in* 
flammation, and treating it as inflammation ; 
at the same time, the circumstance that it is 
not new to me is owing to the instruction 
which I received from Dr. Curry. The 
French have en idea that we are not con- 
versant at all with the frequency of abdo- 
minal inflammation ; they do not imagine 
that so many diseases are treated in this 
country by taking away blood locally and 
generally, as there really are. I know 
that a great many books are written in Bog- 
land as well as in France, presenting error 
neous notions of practice ; 1 know that many 
persons have taken the lead in practice in 
England who have been but bad practitioners, 
for extent of practice does not show a man’s 
medical knowledge or skill, but merely his 
assiduity and knowledge of mankind; but 
notwithstanding this, I am satisfied that in 
this country there has been for many years 
a large number of practitioners, especially 
those who studied at Guy’s Hospital, wlto 
have been pursuing their avocations in this 
rational, sound, and, I must add, very suc- 
cessful way. The French read many books 
published in this country, which contain 
erroneous ideas, and hence they are led to 
fancy that our practice is universally erro- 
neous ; that we have no idea of inflamma- 
tion occurring so frequently as they know to 
be the case; but notwithstanding that, I 
am quite satisfied that.in no country is the 
frequent occurrence of inflammation more 
recognised than in England, nor are diseases 
any-where treated on a more antiphlogistic 
plan. Although there may still be many 
practitioners who do not practise in this 
sound rational way, particularly those who 
say they are of the old school (and, after a 
time, we are all of the old school, for we 
are displaced by those who come after us 
and know more), I must think that we do 
consider diseases in this country to be in- 
flammatory as often as practitioners in other 
countries, and that we do adopt antiphlo- 
gistic treatment to as proper an extent. 

To return to the case of the woman. Had 
the inflammation been seated any-where but 
in the stomach, I should have assisted the 
leeches by the application of medicines ; but 
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M that wit tlit part to which all the medi- 
cines matt have been applied, 1 trusted 
altogether to the leeebes, lett I tltould irri- 
tate the organ. For what 1 know to the 
contrary, oelomel might bare patted through 
the atomach without irritating it ; but still 
it might not. 1 trusted that the inflammation 
of the stomach, chrooie as it wss, would 
gire way to the leeches, the clysters, and 
low diet ; and 1 did not think it right to run 
the risk of disturbing the operation of these 
by any medicine. It is possible that by 
calomel I might hare got her mouth tender, 
and the inflammation would bare been sub- 
dued much sooner ; but still, whether it 
would hare locally irritated the stomach by 
its presence, is s point on which 1 cannot 
speak with certainty. The case wss one of 
^reat interest, from tbs severity with which 
it showed itself when the patient first came 
to the hospital— on account of the gradual 
decline of the symptoms, — the persererance 
in one line of treatment,— and the perfect 
recorsry of the woman before she left us. 

It is s common thing for patients to say 
that they feel •* a great sinking,”— that 
they ** mutt hare food and then their 
friends call upon them, and for the purpose 
of looking amiable, whisper in their ears, 
“ Nerer mind what the doctor says ; you 
will be better if yoe teke a glass of wins : 
some, one glass can’t hurt you and con- 
tinually bars I bean sent for, after taring 
taken the utmost trouble in the esse, end 
brought it nearly to a conclusion, merely 
from the circumstance of a person haring 
taken a glass or two of wins, and thus 
brought back all the irritation of the sto- 
mach : eren if they neglect the strict rules 
of diet too soon, if they merely eat meat 
like other people, they will often be brought 
hack to the state in which they were at first. 
These cases are so common, and it is inch a 
common prastioe for persons to take foil 
diet, and aromatic medicines, in these cases, 
that I am rery anxious that the present case 
should make so impression upon you. 


PERICARDITIS AND DISEASE OF THE HEART. 

There was likewise a case, of which I 
should have spoken last week, possessing 
considerable interest, and which, I regret to 
say, peered fatal. It ia the first case among 
those admitted during the present season, 
in which a post-mortem examination has 
been permitted. There have been between 
seventy and eighty patients admitted under 
my care since the 1st of October, and four 
deaths bare occurred,— in two cases from 
haemorrhage that had taken place before the 
patients came to the hospital, and in one 
from apoplexy; but none of these were ex- 
amined in the hospital, though one of them 
was inspected by a gentleman at tta patient’s 


W 

house. The esse to which I am now about 
to allude. Was one of inflammation of the 
pericardium and diieaee of the heart. It 
occurred in Stephen William Simpson, ad- 
mitted Nor. I6tb, set 17 : he had been ill a 
fortnight of acute pericarditis. This boy 
was in the hospital s year before, in a simi- 
lar state of violent pericarditis, and then he 
was cured, or at least was cured of the in- 
flammation itself ; and he got ao much bet- 
ter that he would not stsy in the house, 
but resolsed to return to work at his trade 
of a tailor. The symptoms which he had at 
that time were — violent pain in the region 
of the heart, darting to the clavicle and 
shoulder, and back to the scapula ; extreme 
tenderness on pressure over the heart ; 
violent palpitation ; and all the symptoms 
of pyrexia. The treatment then consisted 
in abundant local bleeding and the exhibi- 
tion of mercury, and he very soon went out ; 
he went out before l wished him, for his 
heart was then beating too much, and it 
beat with a bellows sound. This infiamma* 
tion of the pericardium had come on origi- 
nally after an attack of rheumatism, and it 
occurs by far the most frequently when a 
patient is labouring, or has laboured, under 
rheumatism, and also far the moBt frequently 
in young persons. 

It appeared from the patient's account, 
that in the present instance he had been ill 
a fortnight, which was a very considerable 
time for pericarditis to go ou. He was la- 
bouring under dyspnoea, and violent an<) 
extensive palpitation of the heart, so that 
i you might see that organ beat as lie lay at 
almost any distance. It beat 160 in a mi- 
! nute, and the impulse and sound were per- 
ceived very extensively over the chest. He 
bad violent pain in the region of the heart, 
and a very strong bellows sound, which 
occurred with the pulse at the wrist, when 
the heart struck the side. He stated that 
he was a tailor, and that while engaged at 
his business a fortnight ago, he was suddenly 
seised with a violent pain and palpitation of 
the heart; that he went and got bled, by 
which he was muoh relieved for a day or 
two ; he then got wet through, and the pal- 
pitation soon returned, with the pain, which 
now reached the clavicle, and darted back 
to the scapula. The next morning he had 
shivering, and a cough came on, and he was 
bled and blistered. The puUe was often 
irregular, very small, and at times hardly 
distinguishable, — a common occurrence in 
pericarditis. There was great and exten- 
sive dulness of sound on percussion over 
the cardiac region. There is a dulness ou 
percussion if there be effusion into the peri- 
cardium, for a certain space is then filled 
with liquid instead of air, in the region of the 
chest ; but the dull sound did not arise from 
that circumstance in the present instance* 
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There was also great cough, without expec- 
toration, which lasted sometimes for fire mi- 
nutes, and the respiration was difficult, ex- 
cept when he was sitting up, or lying on 
his hack ; there was increased dyspnoea at 
night. In addition to these symptoms of 
pericarditis, there were anasarca und ascites ; 
his abdomen was distended, and his legs 
and thighs were of great size. The com- 
mon symptoms of pericarditis are, pain in 
the region of the heart, darting to the cla- 
ricle and back to the scapula, and tender- 
ness in the pericardium, if you press the 
cartilages of the ribs down upon it. These 
Symptoms, together with rapidity of the 
pulse, palpitations, difficulty of breathing, 
and a dry cough, made up the account which 
he gave. The peculiar seat of the pain and 
tenderness, the palpitation and pyrexia show, 
almost in every case, the nature of the dis- 
ease. But there was a great deal more in 
this case : there was, first, the dull sound, 
to a great extent, in the region of the heart. 
Now, he said, he had been perfectly well i 
till within a fortnight, and therefore, if he I 
spoke the truth, it was improbable that the j 
dull sound should arise from the heart being j 
greatly enlarged; but there must have been I 
something sudden, probably some eifusion of | 
fluid, especially when the anasarca was taken 
into consideration. There was another circum- 
stance, namely, that the heart beat to a great 
extent, as though it were enlarged, aud very 
forcibly, as though it were hypertrophied. 
It likewise beat loudly; but there was a 
difficulty here, because a bellows sound 
occurred, and that was the only sound heard 
from the ventricles ; and the auricles also 
beat loudly and clearly. I confess, if 1 had 
not been told any- thing of the case, but had 
simply trusted to my own observation, I 
should have at once declared this to he a 
case, not of pericarditis only, but also one 
of diseased heart, of hypertrophy and dila- 
tation of the left ventricle, with a difficulty 
of egress from it ; for never were the symp- 
toms of these affections more strongly mark- 
ed ; but the patient assured me that he had 
been perfectly well till within a fortnight, 
when he was suddenly seized with pain aud 
palpitation, and as it was impossible for me 
to deny this, I only ventured to put down 
pericarditis. He was bled in the arm, and 
well cupped, and mercurialised, and was a 
great deal better, excepting that the heart 
still gave the same sound, signs of hyper- 
trophy, and dilatation, and obstruction, as 
before, when, on sitting up, taking some food 
one day, he suddenly expired : lie was not 
taking digitalis, or the sudden event might 
have been ascribed to that medicine. 

On opening the body (I am sorry to say j 
that I cannot show you the heart), the heart 
presented great appearance of disease. The 
left ventricle was amazingly dilated, per- 


ON A CASE OF 

haps to four times its natural size ; and its 
thickness was retained, so that there was 
a great addition of substance ; there was 
great hypertrophy. There was adhesion 
nearly all over the pericardium, so that the 
cavity was nearly destroyed by the lymph 
which had been thrown out, part of which 
appeared to be recent, and part ancient, — 
produced in the attacks which he suffered 
last year. The inflammation had been so 
intense that there was not only this adhe- 
sion or rather cohesion of the pericardium, 
but there were also adhesions externally ; 
the pleura in the immediate neighbourhood 
had suffered, and bands were seen between 
the lungs and pericardium, and lungs and 
costal pleura. The marks of previous peri- 
carditis were, therefore, decided enough, 
and the pericarditis appeared to bave been 
cured; but the difficulty was, lidw the heart 
could Lave been enlarged to this great ex- 
tent, especially retaining its natural thick- 
ness, if he had beeu perfectly well a fort- 
night before. If a part is stretched and di- 
lated rapidly, it cannot suffer this but by 
extenuation, and cannot rapidly experience 
such a deposition as will maintain its thick- 
ness during dilatation. I do not pretend to 
solve the difficulty, but know that I bave 
opened persons where the heart was not di- 
lated to half the extent it was in this in- 
stance, who yet had suffered dreadfully for 
many months; in addition to which, it must 
be borne in mind that he was a tailor, and 
therefore had no occasion for active pursuits ; 
and appeared to bave a very Strong mind, 
capable of suffering much without complain- 
ing. Having great doubts from the various 
features of his case, when he assured me that 
he bad had no difficulty in breathing and no 
palpitation , I asked whether he bad observed 
any -tiling whatever unusual about the heart, 
to which he did reply “ Yes,” that he had 
had the bellows-sound ever since be was iu 
the hospital last year. He was acquainted 
with the term, because, when in the hospital 
before, the bellows-sound occurred, and 
though of course he could not put his ear 
to his chest, yet he heard the Bound when he 
was in bed, and he said that it had never left 
him. Such being the case, I have no doubt 
that the heart had been dilated nearly the 
whole time he had been out of the hospital, 
because there was no cause for the bellows 
sound but the dilatation. You are aware 
that the bellows sound appears to arise from 
a certain degree of impediment to the pro- 
gress of the blood in the heart or the large 
vessels, lu this case there was no diminu- 
tion of the mouth of the aorta ; but the bel- 
lows sound was heard the loudestin the left 
Half of the cardiac region, and at the moment 
of the heart's stroke and of the pulseofthe 
wrist; it arose, therefore, in the transit of 
the blood from the left ventricle ; but the 
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openiog not being diseased, not being at all 
nairowed, the impediment arose from the 
great dilatation of the ventricle behind the 
opening. Each opening bears a certain na- 
tural proportion to the cavity, and allows 
the escape of the blood without aav noise ; 
but if the proportion of the opening be les-, 
sened, then the particular noise of the bel 
lows sound is heard. Now this may take 
place by the opening being absolutely dimi- 
nished itself, the cavity remaining the same; 
or, again, the opening being perfectly natu- 
ral, but the cavity being increased, so that 
the natural-sized opening will be too small 
for the free escape of the blood from the 
morbidly large cavity. That was the case 
in the present instance ; the opening was 
not diminished, but the cavity was increased. 
Frequently you will find that both are in- 
creased ; that the cavity and the opening are 
dilated together, so that there is then no bel- 
lows sound ; but if the opening continue of 
its natural dimensions, and the cavity be 
greatly increased, then you will hear the 
bellows sound. In this case the bellows 
sound was very loud, and there was nothing 
to produce it but the dilatation of the ven- 
tricle, compared with which, the opening 
was felt by the fingers to be of extreme 
smallness. Now as this bellows sound ex- 
isted ever since last year, and had grown so 
violent that he heard it always himself be- 
fore this last attack, 1 cannot but conclude 
that the dilatation had existed all the time; 
there was no other cuuse for the bellows 
sound ; the bellows sound did exist all that 
time; it was impossible to believe that this 
dilatation could have taken place in a fort- 
night. The right auricle is often dilated 
just before death, from the great impedi- 
ment to the circulation in the lungs ; but 
in that case the part becomes fhinner than 
usual. In this case, although the heart was 
greatly dilated, it was not thinner than 
usual, and therefore the dilatation must have 
been a slow process ; fresh substance must 
have been deposited in the walls of the ven- 
tricle, to make up for the dilatation. If the 
dilatation had been merely the result of 
over-distension, then the part would have 
been thinner; but instead of that it re- 
mained of its natural thickness, and there- 
fore the dilatation must have been attended 
by the deposition of additional substance, to 
keep up the original thickness. 'Ibis was a 
case of hypertrophy, because with the dila- 
tation there was the natural thickness ; for 
:if there had been no additional substance, no 
hypertrophy, the part would have been 
thinner than usual. You must remember 
this circumstance, that although the heart 
may jwt. be thicker than usual, there may be 
hypertrophy ; its cavity may be greatly di- 
lated,j$dlUtbickness he unimpaired. 

J dqpbkjlie truth of this boy’s account 


very much. Yon know tbe error which I 
might have been led into in a case spoken 
of last week, the case of colic from lead. 
There was violent pain down the spine, and 
in the extremities, and yet the patient 
stoutly denied that he had been in the way 
of lead, till at last it came out that he had 
been painting his ship. Now with respect 
to that boy, there wot this one fact allowed 
by him, that be had had the bellows sound 
for a year, and therefore, under the particu- 
lar circumstances of the heart discovered 
post mortem, the heart must hsve been di- 
lated all the time ; but with respect to his 
being in sound health, suffering no palpita- 
tion, and no difficulty of breathing, I doubt 
the truth of his statement very much. If I 
had cross- questioned him very minutely, I 
should no doubt have found that he had 
suffered, but that be bad borne his sufferings 
quietly, and been above talking of his com- 
plaints, because he was young and had good 
spirits ; indeed, I had last year been struck 
with the firmness and nobleness of his mind. 
With respect to the cause of sudden death, 
I imagine it arose from a sudden loss of the 
power of the heart. You are aware that if 
any part of the body become much distend- 
ed, much dilated, it loses its power. When 
the bladder has been excessively distended 
by urine it will not empty itself ; retention 
of urine is the consequence, and you must 
press upon the bladder to cause its evacua- 
tion. In this patient the left ventricle of 
the heart was found completely filled with 
coagulated blood, perfectly black ; and it 
was therefore certain that the left veotricle 
did not act at the moment of death. In 
general you find the left ventricle quite 
empty, or containing little blood ; the accu- 
mulation is upon the right side of the heart. 
A difficulty of course occurs in the trans- 
mission of the blood through the lungs, and 
therefore in the right aide you have accu- 
mulation. As long as this — the ultimum 
moriens — can transmit its blood through 
the lungs, the left ventricle receives blood, 
and sends it through the aorta, whence it 
finds its way into the system at large. There 
was not only as much blood on the right aide 
of the heart as usual, but the left ventricle 
was full of it, and I therefore conclude that 
the left ventricle had suddenly ceased to act — 
had suddenly lost its power, and could not 
chase away its blood. 

With respect to the cases admitted last 
week, 1 shall not have time to speak of 
them ; but I will enumerate them, and you 
will find them of an interesting description. 
Among the women were foun patients ; one 
with acirrhus of the womb — a very intense 
case of scirrhus; one of a diseased ovarium, 
where there was a solid tumour and dropsy to 
a great extent ; one of acute rheumatism, and 
a case of fever. Among the men seven pa- 
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tients were admitted : one case of palsy of 
the wrists from lead, one of palsy of the 
lower extremities from working in a wet 
ditch, a cade of bronchitis and dropsy, one 
of diabetes, one of St. VitusVdance, one of 
a cutaneous disease, icthyosiS, and one of 1 
palsy of the tongue, one eyelid, one eye, 
and one half of the face, with a degree of 
aberration of the mind. 


ON THE 

EMPLOYMENT OF ACBTATB OF LB AD IN 

ULCERS OF THE CORNEA, 

AND OF NITRATE OF SILVER 

iN OPACITIES. 

By John Windsor, Esq. F.L-S., Surgeon 

to the Manchester Eye Institution, fyc. 

Perceiving in The Lancet of this week 
(Nov. 27th) an extract from a paper of Dr. 
Jacob (the paper itself I have not yet seen) 
in the fifth volume of the Dublin Hospital 
Reports, respecting the effects of acetate of 
lead lotion when applied to ulcers of the 
cornea, I am induced to offer a few obser- 
vations on this subject, which had attracted 
my notice for some time, without my having 
been aware that similar remarks had been 
made, or were making elsewhere. As the 
subject is one of considerable importance in 
the treatment of an organ so conspicuous 
and so useful as tiie eye, the fbllowing short, 
and perhaps rather imperfect, cases may not 
be without practical interest. I had in- 
tended enlarging them before submitting 
them to publication, but at the present time 
they may be useful m confirming the accu- 
rate observations of Dr. Jacob. 

Whilst it is well known that uleers of the 
cornea, if of rather large magnitude over 
the pupil, often destroy vision by the size 
and im perviousness to light of the cicatrix, 
I believe that a smaller one, which, when 
healed, might still leave tolerable vision, as 
its circumference will, if treated by lead- 
lotion, from the deposit of the lead to the 
very margin of the ulcer, have frequently a 
similar effect in entirely obstructing vision, 
so dense and opaque is the stain left in 
these cases. In common inflammation of 
this organ, any decomposition or deposit of 
the lead is easily removed by the tears, and 
the motion of the palpebrse from the smooth 
surface of the organ ; but the scabrous un- 
equal surface of an nicer seems to afford a 
state more favourable to the attachment of 
the deposited lead, and thus an indelible 
st^in is. formed, too frequently destructive to 


vlfeibn. The effect produced oh ulcers of 
the corned by lead, is, in appetrance, some- 
what similar to that produced by the es- 
charotic effects ofliine accidehtally applied 
to the eye, in presenting S dense impervious 
opacity with a clear defined edge. Ihe 
effects of arg. nitr., so much used in opaci- 
ties of the cornea, are, according to my ob- 
servations, chiefly on the White part of the 
eye, giving to this part, especially that op- 
posed to the inferior palpebra, from the ap- 
plication resting more here, a disagreeable 
dark-olive colour. Front these observations, 
it Will readily be perceived that it is im- 
proper to employ strong acetate of lead lo- 
tions in all coses of ulceration Of the cornea, 
especially when the ulcer is situated over 
the pupil. In such cases I have for some 
time prescribed only the must simple appli- 
cations, as tepid or cold water, peppy fomen- 
tations, &c. Or, in order to neutralize any 
alkaline solution on the eye, and thus pre- 
vent any precipitate upon the ulcer , if the 
acetate of lead is employed, it should have 
an excess of acetic acid, and this will be re- 
quired whether the acetate or subacetate 
Of lead is employed. Yet, in acute inflam- 
mation, it would be obviously improper that 
the excess of acid* should be so great as to 
stimulate the eye. In opacities of the cor- 
nea, if the nitrate of silver is employed in 
the form of drops once or twice a day, it 
should not be contiOued more than two or 
three months, but an occasional inspection 
of the eye will sufficiently point out the 
proper time, and then it may he changed for 
oxymuriate of mercury, the vinum opii, or 
some similar application. 

In one patient at the Institution, the 
tingeing effects of the nitrate were observed 
after it had been used four months and a 
half. In another patient of the Institution, 
Jane Stott, it had been applied eight months 
and a half, but perhaps irregularly, and yet 
the tingeing effects were only commencing. 
In a third patient, Elizabeth Roberts, the 
guttm arg. nitr. (gr. ij. ad aqute distill, f. $i.) 
have been used about six months, and the 
dark-olive discoloration of the albuginea is 
apparent at the inferior part. By the addi- 
tion of a very Small quantity of nitric acid 
to thfe gutt. arg. nitr., any [discolouring 
effects from the transudation of the deposit 
through the texture of the tuniCs, would 
probably be prevented, and. thus the appli- 
cation might be employed without injury 
for an indefinite time. If any discolouration 
from other applications were to occur, it 
might also probably be counteracted by an 
addition of the appropriate acid. 

The following was the first case in which 


* By prescribing the acetate of lead lotion every 
week (as j»r. ss., or gr. ad aqua f. one ounce), the 
dddkioU tff & very little acid Will saffioe. 
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I observed tbe effects of the lead-lotion. I 
Slide the subjoined note st the time : — 

Cask 1.— May, 1830. The daughter, *t. 
3, of Gledwin, 11, Cross Street, Salford, 
was brought to me by her father, on account 
of a rather large ulcer of the cornea over tbe 
pupil, attended with considerable inflam- 
mation aod intolerance of light. After using 
the common saturnine lotion for a few days, 
a dense white spot appeared on the part as 
if it had been burnt by lime, probably from 
a deposit of lead precipitated by the mucus 
or tears on the part. The child was brought 
to me afterwards several times, and nearly 
the same appearance continued as the ulcer 
was healing. 

Dec. 1. I called, in passing, to visit this 
child, and found the opacity covering the 
inferior inner part of tbe pnpil, but she could 
see a little by the exterior and superior 
margin. 

Case Patrick Grimes, a middle-sged 
man, was admitted a patient of the Man- 
chester Eye Institution, Sept. 8, 1830, with 
a large ulcer of the cornea over the left pu- 
pil, attended with considerable paiu and 
inflammation. The affection commenced a 
fortnight previously. He was prescribed a 
saturnine loliOn, purging powders, calomel 
and opium pills, and a blister behind the 
left ear, to be kept open by blistering oint- 
ment. 

14. Pain and inflammation relieved. Con- 
tinue medicine. 

17. A white defined opacity, the effect 
apparently of precipitated lead, observed 
occupying the site of the ulcer. Fotus 
papav. and rep. pulv. purgat. 

Nov. 19. The ulcer ia nearly healed, but 
the opacity continues iu nearly, if not ex- 
actly, the same state. 

Case 3. — John Newton was admitted a 
patient of the Manchester Eye Institution, 
May 15, 1830, affected with an ulcer of the- 
cornea. A saturnine lotion and some other 
remedies were prescribed. He continued to 
attend occasionally, tbe ulcer healed, but 
its situation had previously assumed a de- 
fined whiteness, partly owing, apparently, 
to lead precipitate. These and some other 
cases have been witnessed by the pupils, 
and also by my colleagues, at the institu- 
tion. 

Manchester, Dec. 2, 1830. 


CASB or EXTENSIVE INJURY, IN WHICH 

AMPUTATION 

WAS PERFORMED WITHOUT SUCCESS. 

By W. R. Whatton, Esq., Surgeon, 
Manchester . 

An account of tbe enclosed case of exten- 
sive injury followed by amputation* though 


unfortunately not successful, will, I trust, 
prove interesting to the readers of The Lan. 
cbt, especially to those who yet retain a re- 
collection of tne melancholy case of a dis- 
tinguished character, which occurred in this 
neighbourhood a few weeks since. 

On Saturday last, at Staley Bridge, eight 
miles from Manchester, S poor fellow of the 
name of Walker, in sliding down a rope 
from tbe top of s lofty chimney, the build- 
ing of which had been that day completed, 
fell with great violence upon a heap of bricks 
st the bottom. He received a most exten- 
sively comminuted compound fracture of the 
left leg, from the ancle to the knee-joint, a 
compound dislocation of the right ancle, and 
a double simple fracture of the upper arm 
on the same side, under the insertion of the 
deltoid muscle shove, and about an inch 
above the elbow below. The loss of blood 
was not very great. The man wti under 
the care of Mr. Cheetham, surgeon, of Staley, 
and before my arrival bad been carried home 
and laid on a bed. He was in a complete 
state of collapse and nearly insensible, bin 
face covered with cold perspiration; cold ex- 
tremities, and the pulse at the wrist quite 
imperceptible. Warmth aod cordials were 
unremittingly applied with a view of estab- 
lishing a reaction of tbe circulation ; which, 
however, did not not take place until twenty- 
four hours after the acoident. Until seven 
o’clock on the following evening, be had 
not to far recovered from the shock of the 
accident as to offer even chance of bearing 
amputation. 

Tbe fraotured arm was reduced; and, upon 
examining the ancle of the same side, it was 
found that in consequence of having fallen 
perpendicularly upon hit feet the astragalus 
had been split, and about two-thirds of that 
bone bad been carried outwards by the 
wedge- like pressure of the lower end of the 
tibia, and lodged immediately under the 
outer anole, its articulating surface being 
distinctly recognisable through the tense in- 
teguments. 

It was agreed, upon a consultation with 
Messrs. Cheetham, Hutton, and Pearson, 
to attempt to save this limb ; and in order 
to- remove the fractured portion of the astra- 
galus, the opening was enlarged, when it 
slipped out of its new position, and I was 
enabled to detach it by a few touches of the 
scalpel, from some remaining points of con- 
nexion with the ligament. The wound was 
dressed with a piece of lint dipped in blood, 
and covered with strips of adhesive plaster 
and a roller, and the toot placed upon a pil- 
low and supported in a position at right 
angles with the limb. 

The fractured leg on the left side was 
removed above the knee in little more than 
one minnte ; the poor man bore the opera- 
tion remarkably well, and the haemorrhage 
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was very trifling. He soon rallied from its 
effects upon the constitution, got some com* 
fort able sleep, and continued through the 
night gradually improving. At eight o’clock 
in the morning, however, in making some 
effort, probably to ease his position, he lost 
his self-possession, difficulty of breathing and 
great faintness came on, and in half an hour 
he expired. An inspection of the body, un- 
fortunately, could not be procured. I had 
entertained a sanguine hope that this poor 
fellow would have done well ; he had evi- 
dently recovered from the constitutional 
shock both of the accident »nd the subse- 
quent operation ; and from the great length 
of time expended in restoring animation, as 
well as from the suddenness of his death at 
the last, it is not improbable that he was 
carried off by internal haemorrhage, from 
rupture of some of the contents of the thorax 
or abdomeo. 

Manchester, Dec. 8th, 1830. 


TREATMENT OF DISEASE RESULTING FROM 
EXCESSIVE LOSS OF BLOOD. 

7b the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— Having seen in your valuable pub- 
lication, of which I am a constant reader, 
two interesting cases by Dr. Elliotson, in 
his clinical lectures, on the dangerous, and 
often fatal, consequences of a large loss of 
blood from the uterus (in one. of these it 
was not from that organ), I am induced, 
though not accustomed to expose myself in 
print, to send you a few observations on that 
subject ; especially as 1 do not find any 
attempt of the doctor to account for the very 
excited state of the vascular system which 
often takes place in such cases. 

In nearly fifty years’ practice, and that not 
a very confined one, 1 mny be supposed to 
have witnessed many cases of very distress- 
ing consequences from uterine haemorrhage, 
both before and after delivery ; and it many 
times astonished me to find patients, within 
twenty-four hours, or much less, after the 
loss of blood, when the exhaustion was so 
great that the pulse was scarcely perceptible, 
and symptoms of the most imminent danger 
appeared, with a full-bounding pulse, dis- 
tressing paiu of the head, dry skin, heat on 
the surface, and all the symptoms of ahigh- 
ly-excited vascular system ; for all which 
I was for a long time totally at a loss to 
account,— the term reaction not seeming at 
all adequate* to explain the appearances. 
But reflecting on the subject, as I often did, 
it at last struck me that these could not be 
indications of empty vessels, and I w r as 
therefore led to conjecture how they could 
be otherwise. Observing the efforts of na 
ure on other occasions to be very strongly 


directed to the support of life, when, from 
any circumstance, it was endangered, and 
perceiving that though fluid nourishment was 
frequently taken, there was little or no loss 
by the bowels^the kidneys, or, as far as was 
perceptible, by the skiu, I was led to sup- 
pose that the absorbents in these cases were 
thrown into strong action for the purpose of 
filling the blood-vessels, and that in couse- 
quence of this the healthy proportions of the 
circulating fluid were necessarily altered, 
and as a very natural effect that the heart 
and blood-vessels were morbidly stimulated, 
and the pain of the head and other febrile 
symptoms produced. Blood when abstract- 
ed favoured this view of the subject, the 
crassamentum was small in proportion to the 
serum, but exhibited marks of strong vascu- 
lar excitement, being firm and much cupped. 
How far this mode of accounting for appear- 
ances may meet the approbation of your 
numerous intelligent readers I cannot say, 
but all 'my subsequent practice has confirmed 
it in my own mind ; and, adopting such 
measures as appeared roost likely to coun- 
teract the injurious effects of suoh a state of 
the system, I have had much satisfaction in 
it, and do not remember that I ever lost a 
patient who bad survived the reaction a few 
days j though I do not mean to say that I 
have had no difficulties to struggle with, or 
no demands on my patience. 

Believing that no system of management, 
however well adapted, could quickly alter 
the condition of the circulating fluid, I have 
contented myself with a mild soothing plan 
of treatment, combating any more pressing 
symptoms as they arose, leavingj to time, 
and a gradual process, the recovery 'of my 
patient, in which I do not know that I have 
ever been disappointed. I keep my patient 
constantly in a recumbent posture for weeks, 
if the symptoms demand it, for the purpose 
of not disturbing the circulation ; give fari- 
naceous food, with milk, principally, and 
avoid all stimulants ; keep the temples and 
head cool with cloths dipped in vinegar and 
water, or an evaporating lotion ; move the 
intestines by the gentlest purgatives ; en- 
deavour to keep the skin moist by antimonial 
rather than saliue diaphoretics, carefully 
avoiding the least nausea ; and act on the 
kidneys when necessary with soda water. 
When the symptoms of great excitement 
are allayed, aud not before, I allow small 
quantites of animal nourishment, and as soon 
as the system can bear it give some prepara- 
tion of iron, which, however, appears to me 
to act best in small doses long continued. 
By these means I believe tbat the irritation 
of the system is best allayed and conva- 
lescence soonest produced ; the blood-vessels 
become gradually filled with better blood, 
and the healthy functions of the whole sys- 
tem are restored. 
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All thii m ay appear feeble practice to tbe 
bolder practitioners of tbe present day, but 
having experienced its salutary effects in 
divers extreme cases, I am indoced to commu- 
nicate it, and willingly submit to any an i mad* 
versions from your more learned correspon- 
dents, and any shortening or exclusion alto- 
gether of your own, if what I have written 
appear too lengthy or of little value, having 
no private ends to serve, nor any wish but 
to throw a mite (a very little one) into the 
treasury of facts tending to public benefit. 

Senex. 

West Middlesex, Dec. 10, 1850. 


THE LANCET. 

London, Saturday , Dec. 25, 1830. 

In No. 380, page 369, of this Journal, we 
furnished our readers with a condensed ac- 
count of the laws relating to the Company 
of Apothecaries, up to the session of Parlia- 
ment for 1815, when the Apothecaries Act, 
which came into operation on the 1st of 
August in that year, received the sanction 
of the Legislature. 

• In pnrsuanoe of the plan which we have 
adopted for presenting the profession with 
an “ analysis of medical law,'* we shall now 
enter on an investigation of the clauses of 
the Act of 1815 ; or, rather, we will, on this 
occasion, lsy before the reader the essence 
of as many clauses of the Act as our space 
will afford. Having executed this part of 
car tank, we shall plaoe in immediate con- 
trast several of the provisions which are to 
be found in this Act, and in the Charter of 
Jams I., and then sum up by pointing out 
the numberless anomalies and absurdities j 
with which tbe clumsy volume of medical i 
atatutes abound. | 

In the first clause of the Act of 1815, it | 
is stipulated “ That the said recited charter j 
of the fifteenth year of the reign of his Ma- 1 
jesty King James I., and all and every the 
powers, provisions, penalties, forfeitures, 
regulations, clauses, matters and things 
therein contained, shall be, and the same is 

No. 382. 


and are hereby declared to be, in full forte 
and virtue, and shall be as good nod valid 
and effectual, to all intents and purposes 
whatsoever, as if this Aot had not been 
made." There is, however, as usual, the 
customary exception to the ALL ; for it 
says “ save and except sncli port or parts 
thereof as are hereby altered, varied, or re- 
pealed." The alterations were numerous 
enough, in »all conscience, and the new 
powers conferred by the Act were really 
prodigious. The repealed portions of the 
charter relate to the inspection of apothe- 
caries' shops in and within seven miles of 
the City of London, — the destruction of 
| drugs found unfit for use, — and the “ power 
i and authority to examine and try all and 
singular persons professing, using, or exer- 
cising, or who hereafter shall profess, use, 
or exercise, the art or mystery of apothe- 
caries within the aforesaid city of London, 
the liberties or suburbs thereof, touching 
and concerning .their and every of their 
knowledge, skill, and science, in the afore- 
said art or mystery of apothecaries, and to 
remove and prohibit all those from the exer- 
cise, use, or practice, of the said art or mys- 
tery whom hereafter they shall find either 
unskilful, ignorant, or insufficient, or obsti- 
nate, or refusing to be examined by virtue 
of these presents in the ait or mystery afore- 
said." 

Instead of these preposterous and out* 
rageous powers, so insulting to the whole 
of the apothecaries of London, it was enact- 
ed, " That the master, . wardens, &c., shall 
and may, from time time, in the day-time, 
as often as shall seem expedient to them, 
go and enter into any shop or shops of any 
person or persons whatever using or exer- 
cising the art or mystery of an apothecary 
in any part of England or Wales, and 
shall or may search, survey, prove, and de- 
termine, if the medicines, simple or com- 
pound, wares, drugs, or any thing or things 
whatsoever therein contained, and belonging 
to tbe art or mystery of apothecaries afore - 

F F 
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said, be wholesome, meet, and fit for the 
cure, health, and ease of his Majesty’s sub- 
jects ; and all and every such medicines, 
wares, drugs, &c. which they shall find 
false, deceitful,, unlawfully stale, unwhole- 
some, corrupt, pernicious, or hurtful, they 
•hall and may burn or otherwise destroy.” 

These are the powers now held under the 
Apothecaries 1 Act, by a company of whole- 
sale and retail dealers in drugs ! Can there 
be a greater outrage on all the principles of 
fair dealing, than the possession of such 
unjust privileges 1 ' What would be said if 
the linen-drapers of Regent Street were 
empowered to examine the goods of the 
linen-drapers of Bond Street, and to con* 
sign to destruction all those portions which 
they chose to say were unfit for use, or had 
been improperly manufactured, or which 
were unsuited to the tastes of the day?] 
What, we ask, would be said of any impu- 
dent knaves, who could claim such a right 1 
Yet the House of Commons, that most in- 
tellectual assembly, conceded this privilege 
to the hags of Rhubarb Hall, without he- 
sitation or murmur ! Nor is the “ burning” 
all ; for the examiners are required u to j 
report to the master, warden, and assistants 
of the said society, the name or names of 
such person or persons as shall be found to 
have the unwholesome or improper wares in 
their possession, and the master and warden j 
may impose and levy the following fines and | 
penalties upon each and every person whose j 
name shall be so reported to them ; — for the 
first offence, the sum of jive pounds ; for the 
second offence the sum of ten pounds ; and 
for the third and for every other offence, 
the Bum of twenty pounds ! ** 

In this provision, the power of the Apo- 
thecaries’ Company was at once extended 
over the whole of England and Wales; and ] 
Apothecaries, who had been practising for j 
forty years, and who had never been dis- 
graced by holding any connexion with the 
people of Rhubarb Hall, were thus, with- 
out appeal, placed under the surveillance of 


a Company of retail traders • It is worthy 
of remark, that this practice of visiting and 
examining in the day-time, is not deemed 
essential to the success of the practice of 
medicine and the welfare of his Majesty’s 
subjects, for it is merely permissive . The 
master and wardens “ may** go into any 
part of England or Wales. They " may** 
examine any apothecary’s shop ; they “ may* 9 
burn, or otherwise destroy. Why this 
“ may ?** The examination of apothecaries' 
shops with a view to ascertain the fitness of 
drugs for medicinal uses, is, or is not , ne- 
cessary ; if it be necessary, then the master 
and wardens should be commanded to insti- 
tute such examinations, and to omit doing so 
at their peril. And if it be not necessary, 
why is this power constantly held in terror em 
over the heads of a most respectable and 
honourable class of gentlemen ? Whatever 
may hare been the effects of this right, in 
relation to the profession generally, it must 
be clear to all, that the tendency of the sti- 
pulation is wonderfully calculated to increase 
the trade of the Worshipful Company. For 
practitioners, finding themselves thus at the 
mercy of these traffickers, would, of course, 
rather procure their drugs from the Hall , 
whatever may be the charge, than, by buy- 
ing them elsewhere, incur the risk of seeing 
them destroyed before their own doors, — of 
being fined, and of having their reputation 
for ever ruined. The Worshipful Company 
would not, could not, think it necessary to 
examine drugs that had been sent from their 
own warehouses, or chemicals supplied by 
their own laboratories. These must be 
genuine, and scrutiny would be lost labour. 
We should like to know if any other corpo- 
ration be invested with a similar arbitrary 
power. Some pert and empty sticklers for 
ancient privileges will contend, that it was 
a wise and salutary authority to protect the 
public from the effects of noxious medical, 
compounds. Such arguments are insulting 
to the whole of the apothecaries of the king- 
dom* Medical practitioners are too deeply 
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interested is (he successful issue of their 
professional labours, to be regardless of the 
quality of their drugs. Their reputation, 
their professional existence, their bresd, 
depend upon the integrity of the medicines 
they prescribe. Can the English apothe- 
cary ever hold the rank of an independent 
professional gentleman, whilst snch a sta- 
tute as this remains in force 1 The charter 
of the Grocers' Company does not empower 
that body to destroy the teas, sugars, and 
spices, of the grocers of England and 
Wales. Yet it was granted contempora- 
neously with that of the apothecaries, when 
the Company of Grocers and Apothecaries 
was made two distinct companies by the 
15th J ames I. The fact, however, that the 
apothecaries of that period were the mere 
servants of the physicians, explains what 
otherwise would have been an inexplicable 
mystery. The charter of the College of Phy- 
sicians confers upon that body the same 
cbntrol over the apothecaries of London, as 
the Act of 1815 has conferred upon the 
Company of Drug Dealers over the apothe- 
caries of Enoland and Wales. If there 
were no servants, there would be no 
masters ; and if the primitive apothecaries j 
had not been the mere tools, or lacqueys, of J 
flie physicians, they never would have been 
subjected to correction from the hollow 
gold-headed canes of the present day. 

The fourth clause declares that no person 
appointed by the master or wardens to be 
one of the Court of Examiners, Or to be one 
of the individuals appointed to inspect the 
shops of the apothecaries, shall be deemed 
to be properly qualified, unless he shall 
have been a member of tbe Society of 
Apdthecaries of not less than ten years’ 
standing. 

The fifth clause relates particularly to the 
duty or ptofession of an apothecary, and it 
mUst be read with peculiar satisfaction by 
those members of the profession who con- 
sider that they are competent and inde- 
pendent medical practitioner^. Here is the 


farrago of medico-legal trash and insult 
“ And whereas it is the duty of every per- 
I son exercising the mystery of an apothecary, 
to prepare with exactness and to dispense 
such medicines as may be directed for the 
sick by any physician lawfully licensed to 
practise physic by the president and com- 
monalty of the faculty of physic m London ,. 
or by either of the two universities of Ox- 
ford or Cambridge } therefore, for tbe fur- 
ther protection, security, and benefit, of bis 
Majesty's subjects, be it enacted, That if 
any person using or exercising the art and 
mystery of an apothecary Shall at any time 
knowingly, wilfully, and contumaciously re- 
fuse to make, mix, compound, prepare, give, 
apply, or administer, or any way to sell. Set 
on sale, pot forth, or put to sale, to any per- 
son or persons whatever, any medicines, 
compound medicines, or medicinable com- 
positions, or shall deliberately, or negligent- 
ly, falsely, Unfaithfully, fraudulently, or un- 
duly make, mix, compound, prepare, give, 
apply, or administer, or any way sell, set on 
sale, put forth, or put to sale, to any person 
or persons whatever, any medicines, com- 
pound medioines, or medicinable composi- 
tions, as direoted by any prescription, order, 
or receipt, signed with the initials, in his 
own hand- writing, of any physician so law-’ 
fully licensed to practise physic, such per- 
son or persons so offending shall, upon com- 
plaint made within twenty -one days by such 
physician, and upon conviction Of suck 
offender before any of his majesty's justices 
of the peace, unless such offender can show 
some satisfactory retson, excuse, or justifi- 
cation in this behalf, forfeit for tbe first 
offence the sum of five pounds ; for the ; 
second offence the sum of ten pounds ; and 
for tbe third offence he shall forfeit his cer- 
tificate, and be rendered incapable in future 
of using or exercising the art and mystery of 
an apothecary, and be liable to tbe penalty 
inflicted by this Act upon all who practise 
as such without a certificate, in the same 
manner as ff such party ao convicted had 
F Ft 
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never been furnished with a certificate ena- 
bling him to, practise at an apothecary ; and 
such offender so deprived of his certificate 
shall be rendered and deemed incapable in 
future of receiving and holding aoy fresh 
certificate, unless the said party so applying 
for a renewal of his certificate shall faithfully 
promise and undertake, and give good and 
sufficient security, that he will not in future 
be guilty of the like offence." 

Every line of this Act shows, by some 
pointed indication, that the whole was a 
juggle got up by the three medical compa- 
nies for their own wislied-for advantage. 
The Company of Apothecaries gaped for the 
fees for the licenses ; the College of Physi- 
cians literally longed to show their mastery 
over the apothecaries, and to protect their 
per-centage friends, the chemists and drug- 
gists; and the College of Surgeons fancied 
that there was to be seen in the successful 
issue of the Apothecaries* Act, the certain 
prospect of a triumphant campaign for 
themselves in the field of legislation. 

On perusing this Act of 1815, one is 
forced to the belief that it was not read, or 
npt understood, by twenty members of the 
House of Commons ; and it is impossible 
that a draft of the bill could have been sub- 
mitted to those gentlemen who have been 
styled general practitioners, or they would 
never have been quiet under such meditated 
wrongs, such accumulated insults. 

In the clause just quoted the surgeon- 
apothecary is left no discretion ; if he 
“ contumaciously u refuse to make, mix, 
compound, apply, or administer, ox negli- 
gently, falsely, unfaithfully, or unduly make 
any medicines as directed by any prescrip- 
tion, order, or receipt, signed with the ini- 
tials, in his own hand- writing, of any physi- 
cian so lawfully licensed to practise physic, 
he shall forfeit the sum of five pounds. Here 
it is distinctly seen that the fellows and licen- 
tiates of the London College of Physicians, 
and the graduates of the two Universities 
of Oxford and Cambridge, are the only 


physicians who are deemed legally authoris- 
ed to practise, and the surgeon -apothecary 
is bound by law to obey their commands, 
under the threat of a penary. But, mark ; 
the chemist and druggist is net so hampered ; 
he is left free. He may contumaciously re- 
fuse to dispense the prescription of a legally- 
authorised physician. The Colleges of Phy- 
sicians and Surgeons, in framing the clause, 
were prodigal of this liberty. But the 
chemist was prohibited from medical prac- 
tice. Not so the surgeon-apothecary, who, 
therefore, in the way of drawback upon 
bis independence and privileges, was to be 
made the slave of the physician. But 
tyrants and monopolisers are ever, in the 
end, foes to themselves. Their efforts are 
always most beneficial to the public whan 
least suspected by them, and the encroach- 
ments of the medical corporations upon 
the rights and privileges of the profes- 
sion, will lead to as splendid and bene- 
ficial a reform as was ever accomplished 
in any institution in any civilized country. 
If we had nothing more, the clauses of the 
Act which we have just quoted, would be' 
sufficient to induce every member of the 
profession, possessed of common sense, and 
the least spirit of independence, to promote 
by every means in his power the success of 
a new College of Mbdicine. 


A gentleman who was present at the 
inquest held on the body of the infant 
Martin Mertens, has favoured us with a 
full and accurate report of the whole pro- 
ceedings. On several accounts it will be 
read with feelings of painful interest by the 
members of the medical profession. The 
girl Smith ought to have been called as a 
witness, and at the same time oughtf to have 
been told that she was not bound to answer 
any questions that could criminate heraelL 
It is useless, however, to endeavour to teach 
attorney -coroners a knowledge of the law 
relating to inquests* 
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LONDON HOSPITAL. 

Yesterday (i.e. Tuesday, Dec. 7th) an 
inquest was held before Mr. Baker, at the 
London Hospital, on the body of Martin 
Mertens, an infant of fourteen months of 
age, on suspicion of occasioning whose 
death by wilful burning, Elizabeth Smith, 
his late nurse, is now in custody. 

The jury having been sworn, the Coroner 
addressed them at some length, observing! 
that they were met to inquire into the cir- 
cumstances which had caused the death of 
ao infant, whose body would be submitted to 
their view. The case appeared to him full 
of difficulties ; there was no possibility of 
obtaining any direct testimony on the sub- 
ject } the only person present when the de- 
ceased sustained the injury being a girl 
named Elizabeth Smith, who was herself in 
custody, charged with having wilfully in- 
flicted it. Were he (the Coroner) to order 
her before the jury, it would be his duty, 
in the very first instance, to caution her not 
to answer a single question tending to cri- 
minate herself. In fact, he did not see how 
the evidence of a person in custody, on sus- 
picion of having committed a criminal act, 
could in any way be received as proof, how 
that act bad occurred. The only testimony, 
therefore, which could be laid before them, 
would be circumstantial evidence, to which 
they would pay every attention, and duly 
and dispassionately consider its bearing. 
Most of them (the jury) had, doubtless, 
seen an article on the subject they were now 
assembled to investigate, in the newspapers 
of that morning, but whatever they might 
have read or heard of the matter they must 
now dismiss from their minds, and form 
their verdict solely from the evideuce then 
to be submitted to them. 

The Coroner then requested the jury’s 
attendance with him to view the body of 
the deceased infant which lay in the depo- 
sitory, and presented a painfully affecting 
sight. The posteriors , from nearly hip to 
hip, were deprived of the skin, were of a 
livjd colour, and exhibited convincing indi- 
cations of having been acted on by a very 
powerful heat. The scrotum also was blis- 
tered and swollen, projecting from behind 
like an air-blown bladder. 

The jury having returned from viewing 
the body, 

Anne Martens was sworn : she, deposed 
that she resided at No. 26, Quaker Street, 
Spitalfields, and was the mother of the 
deceased. Her husband and herself being 
in genera] out at their respective work from 
morning till night, about six weeks since 
she, without making any inquiry into her 
character, hired the prisoner Elizabeth Smith, 
a girl of 17, to take care of the child during 
the day, On last Thursday morning wit- 


ness went out to her work as usual, leaving 
the infant, in perfect health, in the care of 
the prisoner. About half-past six in the 
evening, Elizabeth Smith came to her place 
of work, and told her she must come home 
directly, as the infant was taken worse. 
Alarmed at this intelligence, she hurried 
home after the girl, and found her and her 
mother in witness’s apartment. On ber en- 
tering, the ptisoner’s mother said to her, — 
u Mrs. Mertens, I am sorry to tell you, your 
child has met with an accident, and got 
burned.” As she said this, she lifted the 
infant’s clothes, and showed its posteriors^ 
which wituess was shocked to see were 
dreadfully burnt, entirely denuded of the 
skin, and having the appearance of raw beef. 
On witness inquiring of the prisoner how it 
happened, she said, that about half-past 
four that afternoon, she waa bolding the 
infant, with its clothes tucked up, and one 
of its legs over each of her arms, to the fire, 
to warm its bottom, when the child slightly 
screamed, and removing it from the fire she 
found it burnt. Prisoner added, that she 
then bathed its posteriors with a towel, 
steeped in cold water ; and after some time 
carried the infaut to her own mother’s, by 
whom she was subsequently Bent to fetch 
the witness. 

By a Juror . — Did it appear to you that 
she told the truth 1 

Witness. — From the state of the infant, 
and of its clothes, it was, and is, my firm 
belief, that the prisoner, Elizabeth Smithy 
wilfully held the infant close to, or placed 
its posteriors on, the fire, and I immediately 
accused her of it. 

Juror . — Was the infant burnt in any other 
part than its posteriors? 

Witness. — In none whatever. 

By the Cot'oner . — Had the deceased in- 
fant any of its clothes on at the time it sus- 
tained the injury ? 

Witness. — Elisabeth Smith told me that 
the child had all its clothes on. 

Coronet \ — Were any of its clothes burnt t 

Witness, — Not a single article was either 
burnt or scorched ; the prisoner mentioned 
to me as the cause of their being uninjured, 
that she held them tucked up whilst warm- 
ing the child. 

Coroner . — Have you the clothes with 
you? 

Witness . — I have. 

The clothes were now exhibited to the 
jury *, there was not on any of them tho 
slightest mark of the action of fire. 

By a Jm or . — How has the prisoner con- 
ducted herself since she has been in your 
employ ? 

Witness* — Very well. She has always 
been sober, good-tempered, and apparently 
fond of the deceased, I never had an angry 
word wi$h her. 
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Juror. y — What season then have you for 
supposing that the prisoner wilfully burnt 
the deceased! 

Witness. — Because the fire-place is too 
high, and the deceased child was too little 
to have fallen upon it ; he could only wall 
in holding by the chairs. The infant’s not 
being burnt in any other part than the pos- 
teriors, — the extensive and severe nature of 
the bum in that one part, — and none of its 
clothes being injured. 

A Juror, — Had the infant on that day 
soiled itself! 

Witness.— No, audit was, in general, very 
Cleanly. 

Juror . — Did the infant, when you saw it, 
Scream much! — 

Witness.— It did not scream at all when 
1 saw it. 

Juror . — Did it appear frightened at the 
prisoner. 

Witness.— -It took no notice of the pri- 
soner, of myself, oi* of any-thiug else, but 
held its head down, and seemed to be in a 
stupor . 

By a Juror. — Did you immediately send 
for a surgeon ! 

Witness. — In company with the prison- 
er's mother, I directly took the infant to a 
surgeon's, who , without looking at it. de- 
Bired me to take it to another surgeon's. 
That gentleman examined it, and then said 
hp would make me up something for 
tighteenpence , but having only sixpence in 
the world, and that just borrowed, 1 was 
Compelled to go without it, and to content 
myself with an application of linseed-oil to 
the part injured Until the next morning, 
when I brought the deceased to this hos- 
pital. 

John Philip Scei'ther stated that he was 
maternal grandfather to the deceased. About 
a fortnight since he was at his eldest daugh- 
ter's house, when the deceased infant hap- 
pened to make water on the floor. The 
prisoner, Elizabeth Smith, instantly caught 
him up, exclaiming, “ You impudent rascal, 
the next time you serve me so, I will do you 
a mischief.” The prisoner’s face was turned 
from witness, ana he catanot say whether 
the expression was used in jest or earnest. 

Jane Smith, sworu. — I am the mother of 
the prisoner Elizabeth Smith, ray daughter 
is a Very steady girl /and remarkably fond of 
children. About half-past five last Thurs- 
day afternoon, my daughter came with the 
deceased infant to my residence, No. 4, 
Queen Square, Moorfields. There seemed 
to be nothing the matter with the infant, it 
was quite comfortable and very cheerful . 1 
gave the deceased some sop which it ate 
heartily. The infant did not appear to be 
in any pain, it never cried , or if it did so 
once or twice, it was so slightly as not to 
attract any attention. After some time I 


observed that my daughter stapled low- 

spirited, and on my asking what made her 
so dull, she said that she bad met with a 
misfortune ; she was holding the infant's 
posteriors to the fire to induce it to make 
water, when the child pinched her arm and 
cried. She instantly took it from the fire 
and on looking at its bottom found it burnt. 
After applying to the burn a cloth dipped 
in cold water she brought the infant to me. 
On my examining the infant 1 called ia my 
landlady, and by her advice covered the part 
injured with a cloth saturated with linseed 
oil. 1 then took the infant back to its mo- 
ther’s, to fetch whom I at the same time 
dispatched my daughter. 

Mr. James Wallace , sworn. — I am a stu- 
dent at the London Hospital ; about half-past 
one last Friday I was, with Mr. Dyer, called 
to attend an infant that day brought to the 
hospital. I found that it had received a 
burn which extended all over its nates, the 
scrotum also was blistered and greatly swol- 
len. Proper remedies were exhibited, but 
the infant died on Suuday from irritation of 
the brain produced by the burn. From the 
appearance of the burn I cannot say whether 
the child’s posteriors were in actual contact, 
or only close to, a fire, but from the extent 
and severity of the burn, they must at least 
have been placed close to a strong fire. I 
cannot say how long the duration of time 
requisite to cause such an injury, would vaiy 
with the intensity of the heat, and its conti- 
guity to the object burned. 

BtfaJuror . — Would the infant after sus- 
taining such an injury have felt much pain! 

Witness . — It mufct have been ill intense 
agony from that instant. 

Juror . — Should you think the infant 
would have screamed much ! 

Witness. I should think it must have 
cried and screamed dreadfully ; it could not 
have been one moment free from excessive 
pain. 

This being the last witness, the Coroner 
having read the evidence over to the jury, 
observed, that from the whole of the evi- 
dence, it appeared to him that the nurse 
Elizabeth Smith had, either to deter the 
infant from again committing some fault, or 
to punish it for having committed one, held 
it to the fire, and, uufortunately, so long, 
that it had received a fatal injury, but that 
he could not believe the girl intended seri- 
ously to injure or destroy it* That, there- 
fore, if the jury coincided with him, they 
Would not deem themselves justified in re- 
turning a verdict of murder ot of man- 
slaughter, but one of accidental death, with 
some censure on the prisoner! ! ! 

At the repeated suggestions of the sum- 
moning officer to a juror, that gentleman 
now requested the Coroner to order the room 
to be cleared of all strangers and reporters ! 
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This wse- seeosdisgly done, »4 after the 
jury had remained in deliberation about 
twenty minutes, the reporters were informed 
that their verdict was 11 Accidental death, 
through the culpable neglect of Elisabeth 
Smith, but whose conduct does not amount 
to an act of criminality.” 


DERBY INFIRMARY. 

DR. BAKER’S CASE. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— It is with regret that I feel myself 
again called upon to reply to anonymous 
imputations cast upon the professional cha- 
racter of a gentleman connected with the 
perby Infirmary, in an article which ap- 
peared in your last number, wherein a most 
erroneous statement is given, both of the 
case alluded to, and of the treatment 
adopted. I am far from presuming, in the 
following communication, to constitute my- 
self a judge of the propriety or impropriety 
of Dr. Baker’s practice or opinions. I 
merely lay before the profession the case, 
Which is by no means uninteresting, and 
make a few observations on the report of 
your anonymous correspondent; not be- 
cause I consider that so contemptible an 
attack merits from its nature any other no- 
tice than that bestowed upon it by the gen- 
tleman whom it so feebly assails, but purely 
to expose the base falsehoods promulgated 
by the author of those papers by which our 
profession has been disgraced, purporting 
to contain statements of proceedings occur* 
ring in this place. 

1 had thought that my last reply to the 
case of Ellen Cope (to which I see allusion 
in again majde in tb@ paper which elicits 
these remarks), would have sufficiently 
shown how little reliance is to be placed 
upon the statements with which “ Philan- 
thropist,” “ Reporter,” &cc., mutato nomine, 
has so ofteu sullied your valuable pages ; 
however, as they still find a place in The 
Lancet, I must, ip order more fully to 
Open the eyes of the profession, request the 
early insertion of the following : — 

Case. — Oct. 20, Hannah Mansfield, »tat. 
34, « married woman, was attacked with 
fever on this day week. (Her husband it 
nowin the Infirmary, labouring under fever, 
and, she is reported to have lost a child dur- 
ing the last few day8 from the same disease.) 
Last night, previous to her admission, she is 
Stated to have miscarried and lost a consider* 
able quantity of blood per vajynam, both 
prior and subsequent to her eoming into thf 
house. Her countenance is anxious* and 
she pnakqs a meaning noise. Tongue dry, 
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and oovertd with a yellow fur, 'dark-red at 
the tip ; has slight after«peins; v#«j litti* 
loch i si discharge. There is considerable 
tenderness on pressure being applied over 
the region of the stomach. Pulse 96 j 
bowels opsn. Hat mist, qffervetcmtit, 
jij ; tertiis horit applicentur hirudin** xij 
epigastrio. To have only gruel, a little tea* 
and dry toast. 

21. Pain at the stomach somewhat re- 
lieved; countenance is atiU expressive of 
anxiety ; tongue continues furred and red 
at the edges. Hab. pulv.rJuei, ym, statim ; 
hirudin ts xx epigastrio. 

22. Better this morning ; tongue cisenef 
and more moist. P ergot. 

23. Pain in the abdomen is become very 
severe, and is much increased on theslightest 
pressure, that of the bed-clothes being almost, 
in supportable. The woman lies with her 
knees drawn up towards the belly, and ie 
unable to turn herself, or perform any mo- 
tion demanding an exertion of the abdominal 
muscles. Respiration hurried, with a short 
harassing cough ; tongue dry at the point, 
moist elsewhere ; pulse 104, small and wiry ; 
bowels purged. App. hirudine* xx *t post * 
ea emplastra cantharidis duo abdomini. 
Dr. Baker observing, that if good is to be 
expected from blisters in this disease, they 
must be used much larger than is generally 
done.— Evening, half-past eight. Only nine 
leeches took hold ; pain and restleaeneaa 
oontinue ; pulse 100, rather jerking. Ft* 
F. S. ad |xvj. 

24. nine a.m. Is breathing with more 
freedom ; akin leas dry, and tongue not so 
red ; pulse softer. Blood abstracted baa r 
strong huffy coat; blisters have risen well. 
Has strangury. To have barley-water.—- 
Nine p.m. Continues better. 

25. Tongue moist in every part; pulse 
96 and soft ; bowels confined, with some 
uneasiness and distension. Puiv. rketi , 
9j j soda subcas b. £j ; ft. put*), si msmmek 
Ik Mist, antim . aper . &j, 4 tis hos'is. 

26. Complains of pain in the bowels and 
sense of tightness across her cheat. Bowels 
open ; no distension of the abdomen, 
gb Soda carbonatis, 5j ; mg. menthee, 

& Opii , hi 50 ; aq. puree, Siies, as. cap. 
Uttm partem statim et tertiis horis r*pet*n- 
dam . 

27. Better ; has had slight uterine die* 
charge during the last day or two, consist- 
ing of dark grumooa blood, containing lumps 
of cosgula. 

28. Pain in the abdomen recurred this 
morning, the bowels not haying been opened. 
Mr. Dix, the bouse surgeon, ordered pulv.. 
rb®i, 3i, which has not yet operated (ten 
a.m.) ; no tension of the abdomen, but it is 
highly sensible to pressure. The face end 
forehead covered with clammy perspiration, 
league clean and mpist; pulse 102, very 
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feeble ; baa been fomented, which must be 
continued.' Omitt . mist. N.B. The anti- 
monied mixture was suspended the day be- 
fore yesterday. Jk Sttbmur . hydrarg 
gr. xij ; extr. opti , gr. v ; con f. roses, q, s. 
ut ft. pit. iv. cap. j, Stiis horis. — Hora, 
64 p.m. The tenderness continues unabated ; 
tongue dry ; pulse 100. Pergat. in usu 
pilularum ; applicentur hirudines xij vel 
xx ut vires ferant. 

29. eight a.m. Fourteen leeches were ap- 
plied ; had one motion in the night, and got 
a little sleep. The pills, of which she has 
taken seven, caused free perspiration ; 
mouth not yet affected ; is free from pain, 
and the tongue is much more moist. — Six, 
p.m. Is much better to-night; skin cool, 
and is quite free from pain. No more medi- 
cine to night. Omitt . pilules. 

30 and 31. Continues better ; passed a 
quiet day on the 30th, and has had some 
refreshing sleep. 

Nov. 1. Has slight diarrhoea, g, Mis- 
turee camphm ee, Jiv. R Opii, 40 \ aq. 
pares, $iv., m. surnat 5). Stiis horis. 

2. Improving. Pergat . in usu mistures . 
To have light puddings, sago, and arrow- 
root. 

4; Omit the mixture. g Soda carb . 31 j j 
infusi calumbee, $r ; etq. fontis, jiij, m. hab. 
$iss ter die. 

5. Complains of sore throat. Utetur Uni- 
mento ammonia pro re natd. 

6th to 29th. To have white wine, ^ij in 
the day, taken in arrow-root, as instructed. 
From this time she gradually regained her 
strength, and on the 29th was discharged 
cured. 

I will not waste time in proving this to 
be a case of peritonitis, combined with 
typhoid fever : the gradual extension of the 
pain over the whole abdominal cavity — the 
great tenderness and impatience ot pres- 
sure — the position of the woman — her ina- 
bility to turn or exert the abdominal mus- 
cles — the hurried respiration — the small 
wiry pulse — the anxious countenance, coated 
tongue, and buffy state of the blood, all 
speak too plainly to be misunderstood, ex- 
cept by those whom ignorance or enmity 
have stultified to a lamentable extent. Nei- 
ther is it necessary to insist for a mQment 
upon the necessity of adopting that ener- 
getic and decided treatment which, was in 
this ease so judiciously and perseveringly, 
and, I may add, successfully persisted in ; 
but that information on this topic would be 
serviceable to some members of our profes- 
sion in this plaee, is -unfortunately too con- 
spicuous, from the precious document be- 
fore me, on which I shall now make a few 
remarks. 

I do not condescend to notice the elegance 
of literary composition with which the case 
of “ Goose Egg” is adorned ; nor yet the 


puny ineffectual struggles at humour which 
it contains ; these all dwindle into compara- 
tive insignificance before the want of feeling 
and principle so conspicuous in every line. 
The case given above precludes the neces- 
sity of my counting the sentences, in order 
to proclaim the number of falsehoods palmed 
upon your pages by this mendacious re- 
porter; but his “ practical questions’* de- 
mand a few words. Query, Did not the 
huge blister, by its strangury, promote the 
abortion ? Would not mercurial action have 
the same tendency? No, because the abor- 
tion ” had taken place previously to their 
adoption. — Query 3rd, What was bleeding 
likely to do? What it did do, — save the 
woman’s life. Would not opium and the 
soothing system have been more likely to 
relieve the pains and to have prevented the 
abortion ? — Shade of Hippocrates ! As there 
can be little doubt that the reporter of this 
case is a medical man, I would earnestly 
solicit him, for the benefit of those unfortu- 
nate individuals who may hereafter come 
under his care, to refer to some work from 
which he may learn, that peritoneal inflam- 
mation is not to be treated by opium. (Vide 
Burns, Mason Good, Armstrong, Mackin- 
tosh, &c.) — Query 4th, Was not this a case 
of uterine irritation and haemorrhage, With- 
out inflammation, occurring in a pregnant 
woman, debilitated by typhus fever, — the 
commencement of flooding having been 
taken for a miscarriage, and the miscarriage 
not, in fact, taking place till the patient had 
flooded for more than a week, and had been 
subjeetto medical treatment well calculated 
to produce p miscaniage? The fact of the 
woman’s never having had “ flooding, ” 
except immediately on her admission, pre- 
cludes the possibility of such a mistake ; 
and from what I have stated I would ask 
any tyro, Was this a case of uterine Irrita- 
tion without inflammation ? No, Sir, it was 
irritation of another kind ; it was the case of 
a set of men irritated by conscious infe- 
riority of talent and professional attainments, 
to endeavour by all the means which envy 
and hatred can suggest — by calumnies which 
they knew he would never degrade himself 
by noticing, and by indignities too con- 
temptible for resentment, to lower the pro- 
fessional character of Dr. Baker to some- 
thing like au equality with their own. It ia 
to be regretted that their malicious false- 
hoods should have so extensive a field for 
circulation as that afforded by the pages of 
The Lancet ; but it is to be hoped, that 
after the coyote which I have given of a few 
specimens of their proceedings, yonr co- 
lumns will be shut againeitany more anony- 
mous charges against Dr. Baker, at least 
without some stronger marks ofauthentieity 
than the cowardly attacks which have been 
mde upon that gentleman, contain. 
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To ono statement of joar anonymous 
correspondent I must assent most fully, — 
that Dr. Baker deserves credit for his unre- 
mitting attention to the Infirmary patients : 
and 1 would also take this opportunity o 
expressing the obligations which ray fellow 
pupils and myself owe to him for his atten- 
tion to our interests in facilitating so mate- 
rially, by his punctuality of attendance, our 
opportunities of seeing his practice, and 
likewise in devoting a portion of his valu- 
able time to the exposition of the case* 
under bis care in this institution. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

T. R. Jones. 

Derby, Dec. 17, 1830. 
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MEDICAL EDUCATION AND GOVERNMENT 
IN IRELAND. 

To the Editor of Thr Lancet. 

Sir,— I have been abused in a late num- 
ber of your Journal by some “ great un- 
known*’ advocate of unassuming virtue and 
neglected talent. I am not going to defend 
myself against tbe scurrility of the disin- 
terested and gentlemanly author of that 
communication, satisfied that tbe mud 
which he flings will settle back into tbe 
stinking channel whence he drew it. 1 
wish, however, as I attach the highest value 
to the good opinion of the members of my 
profession, to have an opportunity of stating 
that 1 have taken no part whatsoever in a 
paper war which appears to rage between 
roe and a professional gentleman of this city. 
One communication, which, I am told, con- 
tains observations injurious to the character 
of this gentleman 1 have ueverseen, either 
in manuscript or print, and I have only 
looked into those which contain attacks on 
myself, to ascertain whether I should notice 
them or not. When I stand up in my place 
in the College of Surgeons, to expose what 
I consider mischievous and impudent folly, 
or to unmask what I know to be most bare- 
faced imposture, I exercise a right and 
perform a duty from which, I hope, I shall 
never be found to flinch. I court and solicit 
similar treatment towards myself, if any 
member meets an opportunity* of exercising 
his lights, or performing his duty in a simi- 
lar manner, and I pledge myself that he 
ahall be answered on the spot before a com- 
petent tribunal, to whose decision and opi- 
nion I shall implicitly bow. 

With reference to a subject of much 
greater importance, the character of the 
Irish College of Surgeons, I will now break 
through a silence which I have long un- 
willingly imposed on myself, by asserting 


that the injurious charges heaped upon that 
body by disappointed rivalry, pert igno- 
rance, and rancorous envy, are as false as 
they are unworthy. This I propose to prove 
in the pages of yonr journal, by facts and 
reasonings, unassisted by those arts of ridi- 
culous metaphor, personal allusions, and 
coarse ridicule, which answer no other pur- 
pose than to pervert or conceal the truth. I 
only ask, to use the “ language of another 
place/* a clear stage, and no favour. The 
discussion shall embrace an unrestricted 
inquiry into the principles which influence 
the legislation and councils of the institu- 
tion, and a ri^id scrutiny of tbe conduct of 
the members m tbe practical application of 
those principles. I do not expect that the 
institution shall be found completely fault- 
less, but if I can show that the system 
adopted has led to as valuable results, and 
has been as little perverted as any other, I 
shall claim due credit from the candour of 
those who are interested in the discussion. 
It should, however, be positively settled, 
that in no case shall the name of any party 
be introduced into the discussion, and the 
signatures to the communications shall be 
initials. The profession must be sick of the 
impudent egotism and vanity of those who 
make a trade of using discussions of this na- 
ture, for the purpose of keeping their names 
before the public : it is but the trumpet 
which proclaims tbe arrival of the charla- 
tan in the market, and should be received 
with the hoatings which it merits. 

Now, Sir, you are, I believe, a radical 
reformer, and an advocate for universal suf- 
frage and annual parliaments in Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields. We, in Stephen's Green, Dub- 
liu, enjoy those blessings of universal suf- 
frage and annual parliaments, and rote by 
ballot too ; therefore, if the statements re- 
specting the inefficiency, dishonesty, and 
depravity, of the Irish College be correct, it 
is a conclusive argument against the system, 
at least, in this country. The fact is, that 
the constitution of the Irish College is as 
purely democratic as the most ardent ad- 
mirer of free institutions could desire. The 
charter was granted to each and every 
member of the College existing at the 
time of the incorporation, giving them 
power to elect by ballot their oflficers of 
every description once in the year — to hold 
stated meetings — to make by-laws — to raise 
funds and apply tbem to the support of the 
institution — to regulate the education of the 
students or pupils — to grant licenses to 
practise surgery, — and from time to time to 
admit other members. As an additional 
security against undue influence, the misap- 
plication of the funds, and of injustice in 
the examination of candidates for licenses, 
it is enjoined by the charter, that any twelve 
members, by signing a requisition to the 




Digitized by v^ooQle 



m * CHOLERA 

president, may convene a meeting of the 
College for the purpose of discussing any 
particular question, or redressing any griev- 
ance ; that the funds of the College shall be 
applied only to the support of the institu- 
tion, and that any candidate for the license 
of the College, who is rejected by a court 
of examiners of six members, is entitled to 
appeal to a junior court consisting of twelve. 

Such is our Magna Charta ; our statutes, 
or by-laws, are constructed in a similar 
Spirit. The affairs of the College are ma- 
naged by various committees, elected by 
ballot once in the year, and any candidate 
who solicits for votes is disabled from hold- 
ing office. All properly -educated physi- 
cians or surgeons are eligible to professor- 
ships. The elections to professorships take 
place at meetings of the College at large, 
and the qualifications are submitted to the 
Scrutiny of the members, who delegate on 
the spot the power of selection to the presi- 
dent and court of censors, as to a jury, who 
must immediately come to a decision. Cer- 
tificates for attendance on lectures are re- 
ceived from all teachers, public or private, 
who conform to the regulations laid down 
for the guidance of the professors in the 
College. The examination of candidates 
for letters testimonial, is open to all mem- 
bers aud licentiates of the College. The 
duties performed by the members, many of 
which are most laborious, are executed 
without fee or reward ; no member, except 
the curator of the museum, receiving one 
shilling fpr his services. 

In these voluntary enactments may be re- 
cognised the spirit which animates the Irish 
College ; and f confidently submit them to 
the judgment of the candid and unpreju- 
diced, to determine w’hethersuch measures 
Usually emanate from the mean, dishonest, 
Sordid motives attributed to the College by 
horn-blowing patriots and mock reformers. 

Before I conclude, 1 have to submit a 
case for a casuist. Each member, when 
admitted, swears that “ he will to the ut- 
most of his power, endeavour to maintain 
the reputation, honour, and diguity, of the 
College/’ Now 1 wish to know, whether, 
wh$n a member finds that his egregious sug- 
gestions for the reformation of abuse — his 
pathetic exhortations to the members to dis- 
continue their nefarious courses, met with 
chilling indifference, or even the most pro- 
voking contempt, is he not authorised to 
maintain *‘ the reputation, honour, and dig- 
nity of the College,” by informing the pub- 
lic that the members are a parcel of un- 
principled scoundrels! I shall feel obliged 
for any hints in the way of elucidation. 

In my next, I propose to discuss some of 
the long-disputed points respecting our sys- 
tem of education. I am. Sir, yours, &c. 

4- J. ' 




TRSATMEN* OF C80LSRA MORBUS. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — It is really a pity that there are so 
few medical men in this, pr any other coun- 
try, who have as yet been able to discover a 
remedy, or even proper treatment, for the 
cure of that dreadful disease. “ cholera mor- 
bus,” which, when it assumes its most 
alarming character, has. from the earliest 
period to the present date, baffled ail the 
skill of those who have tried to counteract 
its powerful effects. The voluminous de- 
scriptions of the cause and effect of this dis- 
ease, and the various rules for the cure of 
it which are laid down in the works of the 
different authors who have written on the 
subject, are as confused and inconsistent, 
and as wrangling and perplexing, from the 
manner in which they are recorded, as the 
turbulent waves of the ocean ; but the mys- 
tery in which the effects of the cause of this 
disease still remains is easily explained, by 
the ridiculous treatment that some, and in- 
deed most medical men, adopt in endeavour-, 
ing to check its progress ; no matter whe- 
ther the intestines of wretched sufferers are 
overloaded with corrupted and deleterious 
matter, or entirely emptied from excessive 
vomiting and purging, leaving the intesti- 
nal canal throughout its whole length in a 
highly inflammatory stqt?, still there are 
medical men who imagine that by adminis-? 
tering purgatives and diminishing the san-i 
guinary vessels by the usual means, they 
remove the grand cause, alleviate the ago- 
nies, and cure their patients; but such is 
not the fact; it is from the incomprehensi- 
ble powers of Providence that such people 
are restored to their former strength, and 
not from the erroneous doctrines and whim- 
sical treatment of medical men, who very 
rarely think of giving in the early period of 
the disease, such medicines as would coun- 
teract the powerful effects of (I may say) 
the corrosive matter, which keeps up and 
causes the constant irritation in the bowels, 
and, at the same time, combining them with, 
other medicines that have a tendency to 
lessen pain and tenderness in a diseased 
part, which arises, in ninety-nine cases put 
of a hundred of this disease, from the vio- 
lent action of the corrosive matter or cor- 
roding fluid, for it is all a farce for men to 
suppose that the intestines are always load- 
ed with faeces in cholera. The manner in 
which it is treated at the present day is a 
bad and wild theory, built upon a very weak 
and rotten base ; this disease arises, in ten 
cases out of a dozen, from an acrimonious 
increase in the secretion of bile, which 
either undergoes a change in its quantity 
and quality, or it is assisted in its powerful 
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Action upon tlie whole system by tbe fer- 
mentation of bad animal or vegetable food ; 
or, on the other hand, which it a well 
known fact, it ia occasioned at certain times 
of the year by the effects of ripe or unripe 
fruit; however, it is also a fact that it at- 
tacks people in warm climates with very 
great severity, and as this is regarded as 
another species of the disease, although it 
resembles the other in its effects upon 
the sjBtem, notwithstanding the treatment 
should be entirely different. It is abBurd 
to hear men talking about the necessity of 
giving cathartics in this disease. Some give 
grain doses of Epsom sslts, and a few drops 
of tinoture of opium every three or four 
hours; and with this useless composition 
some men stsnd gsping by the bed-side of 
their unfortunate patients, pouring this and 
similar mixtures down the throats of their 
•inking victims, until the black screen of 
death is drawn betwixt them, and closes for 
ever the gloomy tragedy ; others give pur- 
gatives and afterwards astringents, while 
others treat the disease as if ii were entirely 
an inflammatory one with all the remedies 
used on such occasions. And again, there 
are others who give strong astringents in 
all stages of cholera, which is at bad a 
practice as that of those who, when they are 
called to persons affected with this disease, j 
absolutely heap irritation upon irritation , 
and augment the whole train of symptoms 
by increasing the irritation of the inner coat 
of the intestinal canal with their drastic 
purgatives, because s few drachms of castor 
oil must, when the bowels are in a debili- 
tated state, act very powerfully ; and from 
experience and observation I can positively 
assert that there is no way better calculated 
to core this disease, than that of giving ac- 
tive and proper remedies in the commence- 
ment of its attack ; but when this disease 
attacks sud spreads through large populated 
cities, medical men should try to discover 
the principal cause, and if tbsy cannot dis- 
cover that cause, let them prepare them- 
selves to meet its action with such medi- 
cines as might change, mitigate, or counter- 
act its violent effects ; for in spite of all the 
tongues of Europe, this superfluity of bile 
which burns the whole range of intestines, 
from the stomach to the very verge of the 
anus, can be decomposed or mitigated ; aud 
if this were done by slight degrees, the dis- 
ease must eventually be cured. 

I am, Sir, 

Your very obedient 

And bumble servant, 

S x. 

London, Dec. 3, 1830. 


US 

TUB ROYAL SOCIBTY AMD TBB 
DUKB OF SU88SX. 

To the Editor of The Lanckt. 

Sir,— The scientific world, and the inde- 
pendent members of the Royal Soeiety, 
cannot but feel grateful to your exertions, 
for exposing the causes of discouteot of that 
body, and tbe intrigues by which the late 
eleotion of a president was characterised. 

There wss a time when tbe chair of tbs 
Royal Society was an object of the highest 
ambition to those who, gifted with the no- 
blest faculties, devoted themselves to tbe 
otherwise profitless pursuits of science ; 
what then must have been tbe surprise of 
the scientific Fellows, when they heard, for 
the first time, by mesnaof the newspapers, 
that hit Royal Highness the Duke of Sus- 
sex had couaented to take the chair ! I have 
used tbe word scientific Fellows, because 
the time hat now arrived wheu the liue of 
separation should be drawn between those 
who have some pretensions to acquirements, 
and the herd who owe this distinction solely 
to that system of jobbing which has filled 
the Society with mere drones, and among 
these let it be remembered, that there are 
too many of our profession. 

By what means did the newspapers ob- 
tain the information of Mr. Davies Gilbert’s 
resignation? Certain it is, at least, that 
Mr. D. Gilbert wrote to tbe Council to 
deny any such intention, but admitted that 
be had bad some communication with bit 
Royal Highness's Secretary ! Shortly after 
this Mr. D. Gilbert did resign, alleging as 
areason, that the appointment of the Duke 
of Sussex would be agreeable to bis Ma- 
jesty ! May I then ask of Pettigrew (who, 
1 believe, ia Secretary to bis Royal High- 
ness), whether he did not communicate his 
Majesty’s private expressions to the Pre- 
sident, aud by what authority, for I am 
assured that the Duke of Sussex has so- 
lemnly denied haviug given such authority 
to any individual ? • 

Permit me to remark, that the superior 
attainments and liberality of tbe Duke of 
Sussex would have united many in his 
favour, bad not the manoeuvres of a secretary 
shocked the feelings of every independent 
men. Upon the fact being known that 
tbe correspondence 1 have adverted to had 
led to the resignation of Mr. D. Gilbert 
(a good-hearted, though simple creature, 
having few recommendations beyond that of 
bis fostering care of Davy), a few spirited 
Fellows demanded and obtained tbe whole 
secret motives of the resignation of our, and 
the anticipated election of another. Presi- 
dent. What course remained open then 
for tbe requisitionists, except an explicit de- 
claration, and to this paper I refer you for 
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the names of individuals, as eminent in 
science as Europe can boast of, who declar- 
ed that Mr. Herschei was, in their opinion, 
the highly-gifted individual who wanted the 
chair. These resolutions were communi- 
cated to the Duke of Sussex, I believe, by 
Mr. Warburton, one of the Council. News- 
paper paragraphs, the extreme activity of 
Messrs. Pettigrew and Granville, and the 
utmost influence of Royalty, proved, how- 
ever, that there was a determination to seat 
his Royal Highness. On the day of elec- 
tion, accordingly, archbishops and clergy, 
the fawning parasites of Royalty, who had 
been accustomed to calumniate the Duke of 
Sussex when it pleased their former master, 
suddenly discovered the extreme merits of 
the Royal Duke, while the influx of army 
and navy voters too plainly proved the na- 
ture of the influence which had been ex- 
erted ; nay, even some of the requisitionists 
declared that they dared not to vote for Mr. 
Herschei, and a ballot proclaimed the Duke 
of Sussex to be elected by a majority of six ! 
A pitiful quibble, worthy of such intrigues, 
has declared the Duke to have been unani- 
mously elected. Yes, because the Presi- 
dent must be elected from the Committee, 
and in this process bis Royal Highness’s 
friends succeeded in excluding Mr. Hers- 
chei from that body. 

Are such proceedings as I have detailed 
Worthy of this once honoured Society, or 
are they calculated to allay the desire of 
reform , which a party hope to defeat by 
means of his Royal Highness 1 Or is it to 
be borne that Pettigrew, an individual whose 
merits remain yet to be discovered, who 
gained his admission into that very body 
by a majority of only two votes; who had 
the honour of a superlative blackballing at 
the Athenteum Club, and who had gained 
notoriety iu other situations to which I shall 
not allude — is this the person who shall 
dictate, even with the assistance of Dr. 
Granville and his pamphlet, the fittest per- 
son to become the President of the Royal 
Society? Wollaston, whose gigantic mind 
and unflinching independence will long be 
remembered, on being requested to become 
a candidate, declined, most peremptorily, 
because he would not enter into a canvass for 
an office solely of merit , for he hod heard 
that others had canvassed. His Royal High- 
ness has, I perceive, declared that he used 
no influence, a fact which can only be ac- 
counted for by his being the object of an 
intrigue to serve other individuals, but whose 
conduct will now he narrowly watched. 

In conclusion let me thank you for the 
encouragement you have held out to tire 
independent Fellows who have done their 
profession honour, by showing that there 
are some, at least, who dare to think for 
themselves. 1 once admired the indepen- 


dence of the Duke of Sasser, and trust that 
he will exercise the same feeling now to- 
wards those who opposed him, notwithstand- 
ing what has been printed to the contrary, 
and can only assume, that in this communi- 
cation I should be grieved to find him in- 
volved in any intrigue ; but, 

“ Amicus Apollo ! sed magis arnica Veritas l ” 
Zero. 


SPONTANEOUS EVOLUTION. 


To the Editor of The Lancet* 

Sir, — It is not my wish to animadvert on 
the practice of others, yet I cannot avoid 
offering a few remarks on presentation of 
the arm, elicited by the perusal of two inte- 
resting cases recorded in your valuable 
Journal, by Mr. Cooper, of Brentford. In 
these cases a peculiar and novel Manage- 
ment proved successful ; but how far we 
are justified iu departing from a long tried 
and efficient method of practice, for the 
adoption of speculative measures, involving 
the life of mother and child, is a serious 
consideration for obstetric practitioners. 

Having recently retired from a'practice 
which afforded opportunities of collision 
with many such cases, and in one patient (a 
lady residing six miles from me, attended 
by a gentleman on the <»pet, as well as my- 
self), succeeded in effecting her delivery 
with danger, or extraordinary difficulty, in 
three succeeding labours where the arm 
presented, and also in many others, I may, 
perhaps, be permitted to observe, that I 
never deemed it prudent to delay the deli- 
very of the patient further than was neces- 
sary to induce a proper state of the uterus 
for the introduction of the hand to effect it, 
by turning the child ; and where this state 
was absent, I have invariably found it pro- 
duced by the abstraction of blood and a libe- 
ral use of opium, 1 have, however, been 
often surprised at the resources of the hu- 
man constitution, and led therefrom to con- 
template the beneficence, as well as the 
skill, of the great Architect in his “ noblest 
work.” Yet I may be somewhat sceptical 
on the subject of spontaneous evolution ; 
certainly so as to the extent advocated by 
some, never having seen it happen, or any 
disposition thereto, where the arm bad actu- 
ally passed the os uteri, but always found 
the difficulty of turning induced by delay, 
allowing the uterine efforts to effect the 
escape of the liquor amnii. I have heard of 
a respectable practitioner wasting four 
hours in attempts to irritate the presenting 
arm, in the hope of inducing evolution (I 
will not call it spontaneous), as might be 
expected, without success. 
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I remember the case of a well- formed 
woman, with capaciouc pelvis and great 
muscular power, where, in presentation of 
the arm, the child was expelled without arti- 
ficial turning or spontaneous evolution. 1 
was from home at the moment the child was 
born, but the midwife assured me in great 
agitation, that when she found the hand of 
the child, it terrified her so much, that she 
could afford her but little help (little indeed), 
but that the pains were exceedingly violent, 
and the child came into the world arm fore- 
most. The ecchymosis of the face and back 
of the child (the arm was also much tume- 
fied) gave origin to a report that this woman 
had given birth to a child black and white. 

These remarks are intended in some mea- 
sure to condemn the practice of Mr. C., for the 
facility and promptitude with which i have 
found delivery affected by the common prac- 
tice of turning, may render them admissi- 
ble. I hope shortly to claim the indulgence 
of a place in your Journal for a receut case j 
of epilepsy, and some others in the way of 
reminiscences, should they be deemed pf 
sufficient importance. 

1 remain, Sir, yours very respectfully, 

John Ward, Surg‘d 

Hounslow. 


RECOVERY FROM THE EFFECTS 
OF LIGHTNINO. 

The “ Kritisches Kepertorium ” contains 
the following case, related by Dr. Kremer, 
of Mohlheim : — 

On the 3rd of July, 1830, a female, 40 
years of age, was struck by lightning; she 
fell down, and was, in a state of insensi- 
bility, conveyed to the neighbouring alms- 
house, where she gradually recovered her 
senses, and complained of violent pain in 
her legs, back, and sternum ; she had no 
recollection of what had happened to her, 
and was at times delirious. On examina- 
tion it was found that the lightning had 
struck her on the head, behind the right ear, 
where a large circumference of the hair was 
burnt. It had then descended along the 
right side of the neck in the direction of a 
ribbon with a tombac cross, which site 
wore at the time of the accident, over 
the anterior surface of the thorax between | 
the breasts, along the median line of the 
abdomen down to the symphysis, to the I 
inner side of the left thigh, at the middle of 
which it turned outwards, and then went at| 
the external side of the leg, behind the outer 
ancle, down to the Bole, which was excori&t- , 
ed ; at the thigh there was also a large ex- 
coriation; on the other parts the course of 
the stroke was visible in the form of a black | 
line of about half an inch in diameter, She 


complained of very great lassitude, and in- 
tolerable pain in the back and right thigh 
and arms, although they evinced no sign of 
the stroke having passed over them. Siie 
took sulphuric ether ; the burns were fo- 
mented with Goulard’s water, aad the back, 
right leg, and aims, were washed with 
spirit of camphor. The night after the acci- 
dent she was tranquil, and on the following 
day the pain had much diminished, and waa of 
an intermittent kind, except in the burns, 
which began to suppurate profusely ; at the 
same time there was much general irritation. 
The burns were dressed with lime-water 
and olive-oil, and internally saline aperients 
were given. The attacks of pain gradually 
became leas frequent ; the fever subsided, 
and under the use of tonics, she had, on the 
16th of July, perfectly recovered. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEWS HOSPITAL. 

DISLOCATION OF THE RADIUS AND ULNA. 

Mr. Lawrence, at his lecture on Friday 
last, related the follow ing case 

A mau, apparently about thirty years of 
age, of a spare babit of body, came here on 
Thursday, in consequence of his elbow bar- 
ing sustained an injury, which prevented 
him from bending his arm. On examina- 
tion, the olecranon was found projecting at 
the back part of the joint, about an inch 
above its natural situation; the radius was 
placed behind the external condyle of the 
os humeri, and the humerus itself was 
thrown forwards on the anterior part of the' 
forearm, where it formed a large projection. 
Motion of the joint was not productive of 
pain, nor was there the least swelling of 
the surrounding soft parlB. The Jimb was 
in the extended position, the hand and arm 
were supine, pronation could be effected 
with great facility, but the flexion of the 
joint was entirely lost. The patient stated, 
that the dislocation had existed twbnty-six ' 
days, and was occasioned by his having 
been thrown from a horse, but lie was not 
aware that he had put out his hand to save 
himself, — that there had been a good of 
swelling about the joint till within the last 
week, — that he bad been under the care of 
t a surgeon, but that no attempts at reduction 
had been made. Reduction was immedi- 
ately attempted, and it was effected in the 
following manner : — Extension was applied 
just above the wrist, and the counter exten- 
sion at the junction of the lower with the 
middle third of the humerus; after employ- 
ing it a few minutes, it was suddenly dis- 
continued ; and having previously taken hold 
of the forearm, Mr. Lawrence pm his knee 
in the bend of the elbow, and pressing the * 
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radius and ulna, so at to separate them from 
the humerus, at the same time bending the 
forearm, he succeeded in bringing the ends 
of the bona into their natural situation. 
Though the reduction was accomplished, 
the forearm could not be bent to more than 
a right angle with the arm, and on examin- 
ing the joint to ascertain the cause, it was 
found that the ends of the bones were in 
their relative position ; but on examining 
the radius and ulna forwards with one hand, 
whilst the humerus was fixed with the other, 
a crepitus could distinctly be felt, and on 
the application of a little force in this posi- 
tion of the arm, perfect flexion could be 
performed. On continuing the examina- 
tion, Mr. Lawrence found that the coronoid 
process of the ulna had been broken off, 
which would account for the extended state 
of the limb when he came here. The arm 
was secured at a right angle by means of 
splints and a sling, and the man left the 
hospital. 

CONCUSSION OF THE RETINA, AMO DE- 
TACHMENT OF THE IRIS. 

John O’Brien, setat. 40, of a robust con- 
stitution, was admitted into Henry’s Ward 
on Wednesday, the 1st of December, under 
the oare of Mr. Lawrence. 

The conjunctiva of the right eye is mi- 
nutely injected, and the sclerotica slightly 
so ; the eyeball is protruded, and there is a 
slight effusion of blood into the anterior 
ohamber. The iris is detached to the ex- 
tent of three lines from the corpus ciliare at 
its upper and outer part, and presents a very 
good artificial pupil of an elliptical form. 
There iB incomplete amaurosis ; he can see 
the divisions of a window, and also the 
hand when held near to him, but cauuot 
distinguish a letter in a book, though it has 
large print ; he does not suffer any pain in 
the eye, nor ia there any intolerance of 
light. 

He states that he is a blacksmith, and 
that on Monday last he was endeavouring 
with a large sledge-hammer to break an iron 
rod ; this he effected, but a portion of it, 
about an inch long, rebounded, and struck 
him a very severe blow on the eye. He 
suffered great pain in the organ after the 
accident, but it was very much relieved 
yesterday by keeping in bed all the day, 
and taking an active dose of the sulphate of 
roaguesia, which purged him briskly, and 
applying fomentations to the eye. Mr. 
Lawrence ordered him to tkke five grains 
of calomel, with fifteen of jalap, immedi- 
ately, to keep a piece of linen saturated 
with saturnine lotion on the eye, and to be 
bled freely from the arm. 

< t. The dresser Med him to fifty ounces , 
which, ho says, afforded him great relief. 


and he slept well all the night after it *, his 
bowels were open several times during tbs 
afternoon and evening or yesterday, and, to 
use his own expression, be now feels him- 
self twice the man he was yesterday. The 
protrusion of the eyeball exists to the same 
extent as on his admission, but the vascu- 
larity is much diminished ; he has no pain 
in the eye ; tongue moist and Clean ; pulse 
30, and soft; vision is considerably im- 
proved. Continue the lotio Batumi. 

3. The vascularity has nearly disappear- 
ed, his sight is improving, and the protru- 
sion of the eye is a little diminished. The 
natural pupil is dilated, and of an oval- 
shape, from the falling down of the detached 
portion of the iris ; pulse frequent ; tongue 
clean ; bowels open. The blood that was 
observed in the anterior chamber is ab- 
sorbed. The iris appellTs to have been 
thrown forwards, and to be in contact with 
the posterior Surface Of the cornea. Mr. 
Lawrence very much approved of the ex- 
tent to which the bleeding had been car- 
ried, and observed that he bad never seen 
the slightest injury result from a first bleed- 
ing in an inflammatory disease, however 
large it may have been. Continue lotio 
saturni. 

4. Better in every respect. 

6. There is rather more vascularity of the 
conjnnctiva to-day, and he complains of 
pain in the eye occasionally. Slight la&hry- 
mation, and intolerance of light ; bowels 
open j tongue clean ; pulse natural. Con- 
tinue the lotio Batumi, and c. c. ad 5* temp* 
dextro. 

10. He says his eye feels perfectly well ; 
his vision, though not so good as before the 
occurrence of the accident, is very much 
improved. The protrusion of the globe of 
the eye has entirely disappeared, and the 
iris has resumed ita natural situation. Or- 
dered to remain in the hospital, but he will 
be discharged in a few days. 


HOSPICE DE BICETRE. 

CASE OF ELEPHANTIASIS. 

— Leclkrc, at. 63, received, in 18«t, 
a blow on the internal side of the left leg ; 
this was followed by the formation of a large 
ulcer, and swelling of the leg and foot, which 
eventually attained such a size as to prevent 
the patient from following his employment. 
He went to the Hdpital St. Louis, where he 
was treated for about fifteen months, but 
without any good effect ; he was accordingly 
declared incurable and sent to the Bic£tre, 
where he remained from 1324 to May 1330. 
During this period the size of the limb con- 
tinued, with slight alteration, to be about 
twice that of the right leg j the ulcer re- 
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peatedly healed op in one place and broke 
out again in another ; the pain was, on the 
whole, rather leaa than what it had been at 
the beginning, though it never ceased en- 
tirely ; the general health of the patient was 
not affected ; his digestion was natural, &c.; 
he complained only at times of palpitation. 
On the 21st of May, he left the Bic^tre, and 
after having taken a large quantity of spirits, 
and exposed himself to cold, was, on the 
24th, taken with great dyspnoea, difficulty 
of swallowing, and intense fever. On the 
25tb, he was seen by M. Fabre, “ interne ” 
at the Bicfitre, who found him in the fol- 
lowing state : — The face was bloated, skin 
dry and hot, pulse full, and respiration labo- 
rious ; he complained of great difficulty of 
swallowing, and on inspection the throat 
was found to be violently inflamed, and the 
tonsils so much swelled ss to leave only 
a very small communication between the 
mouth and the larynx. The thoracio viscera, 
after a careful examination, did not seem 
to be affected ; the leg was of the same 
size ss it had been before ; the integuments 
were very hard, perfectly insensible, and of 
s dork-brown colour, similar to what is 
produced by the application of the nitrate 
of silver ; there was a large ulcer on the 
outer side of the leg, with hard and une- 
qual edges and of fungous appearance ; the 
surrounding skin was covered with thick 
and bard scales, which were easily detached 
from the subjacent parts; the whole leg was 
covered with similar scales, but of less size 
than those in the immediate neighbourhood 
of the ulcer, and almost resembled an 
elephant's foot ; the swelling began at the 
knee, and the leg and thigh were in con- 
sequence nearly of the same dimensions ; 
the leg could be slightly bent, but the arti- 
culation of the foot was nearly immoveable ; 
there was not much pain, even on strong 
pressure. M. Fabre ordered him to be im- 
mediately taken to the BicGtre, but he had 
hardly been there a few hours when he died 
in a fit of suffocation. 

On a post-mortem examination, the brain 
was found healthy ; the soft palate and pha- 
rynx exhibited signs of intense inflamma- 
tion ; the left tonsil was ulcerated and en- 
larged to the size of a hen’s egg ; the right 
was also larger than usual, hut not in the 
same proportion as the left ; the epiglottis and 
ligaments of the glottis were also inflamed, 
and the mucous membrane thickened and 
(edematous, so that the passage of air into 
the trachea had been almost entirely inter- 
rupted ; the larynx, trachea, bronchia, and 
lungs, were healthy ; the heart was hyper- 
trophied, and the semilunar valves were 
ossified. The digestive, as well as the uri- 
nary, organs, were healthy ; the liver and 
spleen were gorged with venous blood, but 
without any morbid alteration ; the leg waa 


carefully dissected; the skin, aft** having 
been macerated in bot water for about eight 
days, offered the following peculiarities 
The sc ties, which evidently consisted of 
hardened epidermis, were adherent to the 
cuticle, which appeared to he healthy ; the 
rete mucosum was thickened, and of a dark- 
brownish colour ; the corpus papillare was 
more distinct than usual, some of the pa- 
pills being prominent by about half s line, 
hardened, and of white colour ; the corium 
was nearly eight lines thick, of dark-brown 
colour, and very firm, §o that it could hardly 
be divided with the knife. As to any nerve* 
and vessels they coaid not he distinguished, 
and the whole cutis seemed to consist of a 
dense homogeneous mass. The subcutaneous 
tissue was thickened, of cartilaginous hard- 
ness, and in some parts even ossified ; it ad- 
hered so closely to the adjacent fascia, that 
it could hardly be dissected from it. The 
muscles were changed into a very firm stea- 
tomatous mass, in which no fibrous tissue 
could be distinguished ; the intermuscular 
cellular tissue was of the same texture as 
the subcutaneous tela cellulosa, with partial 
ossifications. At the middle of the leg, the 
parietes of the internal saphena were, for 
the length of three inches, found to be so 
much thickened, that a very small t probe 
only could be passed through the vessel; 
the costs of the external saphena wero also 
thickened, but to a less degree. The pos- 
terior tibial vein was, for the greater part, 
obliterated ; the upper portion of the crural, 
as well as the anterior tibial and peroneal, 
veins were healthy. The crural anterior 
tibial and peroneal arteries were ossified, 
and contained only a very small quantity of 
blood ; the posterior tibial artery was com- 
pletely ossified. Similar ossifications were 
found in the arteries of the right leg. The 
lymphatic vessels could not be traced ; the 
inguinal glands were very much swelled, and 
unusually hard ; the ischiatic nerve was 
perfectly healthy as far as the middle of the 
thigh, where it began to enlarge to a con- 
siderable degree ; the external popliteal 
nerve contained at its origiu a gelatinous 
hydatiform mass of the size of an almond; 
the branches of the external and internal 
popliteal nerves were also much enlarged 
and very firm, but their structure had not 
apparently undergone any morbid alteration* 
The interosseous ligament was changed into 
a thick rough osseous lamina, which very 
firmly adhered to the fibula. The fibulo- 
tibial articulation had entirely disappeared,' 
and no trace of it could be found even after 
three months’ maceration. The tibia and 
fibula were very much enlarged, and their 
surfaces covered with great asperities, which 
protruded into the muscles. The pnrietes 
of the tibia were of obout eight lines in 
thickness, and almost of ivory hardness, ■ so 
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that, indeed, they could scarcely be sawn 
through. The medullary cavity was of 
natural dimensions. The tibio-tarsal articu- 
lation and the foot were healthy.— itetme 
Medicate. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Upon all the topics coutained in the letter 
of Medicus, save one, the opinions of the 
writer form an exception to those of many 
thousands. On that one subject he certain- 
ly is not alone. The evil was a provoking 
one we admit, but upon a matter of feeling 
on one question, it is not very philosophical 
to allow the judgment to be directed in all 
others. When a correspondence has assumed 
the character of personal hostility, few per- 
sons can be aware of the difficulty of check- 
ing the ardour of the disputants. It is an 
affair of blows, — each is anxious to have 
the last hit, and the man who interferes to 
obstruct the gratification of this feeling is 
sure to be accused of injustice. On the other 
hand if lie protract the strife, he is reproved 
as the abettor of a senseless and worthless 
display of vanity* Standing between so 
many opposing interests, the duties of an 
Editor are more difficult than can well be 
conceived. 

D . The dissatisfaction of the medical 
officers of the army in India is very great. 
They consider that they have been defrauded 
by the East India Company. We shall pub- 
lish some extracts on the subject from the 
Calcutta papers. 

A Constant Reader. The expense is five 
or six pounds. Indentures and certificates 
of good conduct are not required. 

Non-Medicus. A fee is now sometimes 
taken in the out-patients* room of St. Bar- 
tholomew’s, but the surgeons neither do, 
nor ever did, receive five pounds for each 
operation performed in the hospital. 

Medicus. We know not when Mr. Tyrrell 
means to publish another volume of reprint 
from The Lancet. 

A Constant Reader. At Weiss’s in the 
Strand. 

A Pupil of SU Thomas's does not deny, 
much less refute, the statements contained 
in the letter of the “ Pupil of Guy’s.” It 
is useless to vituperate. 

The letter of T. O. JV. P. would be utter- 
ly unintelligible without an explanation of 
the circumstances under which it was writ- 
ten. We know nothiug of the transaction 
to which our correspondent refers. 

We have beeu requested by a friend of 
Mr. Vincent, to state that it was not Mr. 
Vincent who took the fee from the woman 
in the out-patients’ room of St. Bartholo- 
mew’s Hospital. 

v We shall avail owselves of extracts from 


Philo's interesting communication, but the 
statements will lose half their force unless 
they are accompanied by tbe address of the 
writer. The author’s name need not be 
published. 

Indicator. We knew nothing of tbe Apo- 
thecaries’ Act until after our arrival in Lon- 
don in the8ummerof 1815. We never saw 
a number of the New Medical and Physical 
Journal in the western counties ; we will, 
however, endeavour to procure the fifth 
volume, published in 1813, and peruse the 
paper referred to. 

Thanks to A Freeholder'. His letter could 
not be of use, if it were not authenticated. 
We are daily promised the votes of gentle- 
men who were of opinion, at the last elec- 
tion, that an: attorney was the most compe- 
tent person to fill the office of coroner. We 
wish all the freeholders would attend in- 
quests where attornies preside. This would 
ensure to us the whole of their votes. 

Dr. Nuttall. Mr. Tucker states that he 
hopes soon to be provided with a long list 
of subscribers, which he will forward for 
publication. It affdrds us great pleasure to 
hear that much sympathy is evinced on be- 
half of the distressed widow and fatherless 
children. 

Philo- Lancet. Dr. Nuttall was not a 
subscriber to either .of those institutions. 

V. F. wishes to know if the metallio 
substances extracted from the ear of the boy 
Brady, were not pieces of the instruments 
employed in the operation. Mr. Earle’s 
instrument maker coulif probably best answer 
this question. - - , 

We beard nothing of the trial of a “ Dr* 
B. B. at the Old Bailey” on Wednesday, 

until tbe receipt of ’s note* We will 

make inquiry. 

F. S . Such certificates are received. 

The letter of A fVell TVisher, and a 
hundred others, cannot be inserted unless 
authenticated. We are inclined to believe 
that the mad-house keepers will receive a 
quietus from the hands of the present Lord 
Chancellor. 

Q. in a Comer. We shall be glad if he 
will authenticate his communication. 

B. C r, should authenticate bis com- 

munication, and send tbe printed paper. 

We are thankful for any suggestion a from 
Homo Fortis ; but as we have lately gone 
so completely over the same ground, the 
publication of his letters at the present time 
might not forward the cause. 

C . H. They are certain signs of his ex- 
cellent temper. It has been said, that the 
medicine be is about to take is the best re- 
medy. He will understand us. The C— — r 
t — a is useless. 

The documents forwarded to us by tbe 
Rev. Charles Oxenham, shall receive every: 
attention, t 
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Cases illustrative of the Efficacy of various 
Medicines administered by Inhalation in 
Pulmonary Consumption t 4f c. By Sir C. 
Scudamorb, M.D., F.R.S., ficc. Long- 
man and Co. London. 1830. 8vo. pp. 113. 

Tns method of inhalation, or tha direct ap- 
plication of medicines to the bronchial mem* 
brane in pnlmonary diseases, although at 
various periods highly extolled, has never, 
we believe, been generally employed, and 
has, until lately, been limited to substances 
of comparatively feeble remedial powers. 
This neglect of the more active remedies 
has probably arisen only from the unsatis- 
factory results derived from less powerful 
means, and from the fear of exciting too 
great irritation on so extended and irritable 
a surface ; for, reasoning a priori , one would 
be inclined to believe that the method in 
question must be preferable to any [other, 
not only as directly attacking the seat of 
disease, but as avoiding all unnecessary 
disturbance of the digestive organs. 

The air of the sea-shore has long been 
considered as beneficial to phthisical pa- 
tients ; and Laennec found that even an 
artificial marine atmosphere, produced by 
the exhalation from sea-weed, was not 
without some good effects on those who 
were submitted to its influence. Partly 
perhaps in conformity with the views of 
this celebrated physician, though doubtless 
also from other causes, two substances, 
chlorine and iodine, both of which exist in 
marine plants, have lately been employed in 
the gaseous form in several pulmonary dis- 
eases ; the former, especially, by a French 
physician, M. Gannel, the latter by Dr. 
Murray of Belfast, whose work we had 
lately occasion to notice, and still more re- 
cently by Dr. Scudamore, who has, in the 
present treatise, first particularly described 
No. oQ 3, 


its effects, and illustrated these by the re- 
cital of cases. His experiments, however, 
have not been confined to this substance, for 
he has employed several others, especially 
conium and hydrocyanic acid, both alone, 
and combined with the iodine, so as to 
moderate its irritating action. From the in- 
halation of these remedies, together with a 
judicious general treatment, the most satis- 
factory results have been derived ; and if 
the author has not been deceived in the na-' 
ture of the cases described (which it is al- 
most impossible to suppose), the most fatal 
of all diseases will perhaps cease to be in- 
curable, will no longer be regarded as an 
opprobrium mcdicince. Yet so many reme- 
dies have been proposed in this as well as 
in other diseases, apparently with claims as 
strong, and with success as well proved, as 
those from the method which we are now con- 
sidering, that notwithstanding the guarded 
and cautious assertions of tlfe author, and his 
relation of unsuccessful cases, and that he 
has confined himself chiefly to the state- 
ment of facts, apparently simple and indis- 
putable, we are far from sharing his san- 
guine expectations, and can only regard the 
remedy as well worthy indeed of trial, but 
by no means of confirmed efficacy. 

The work before us contains sixteen cases 
eight of which are of phthisis, the remainder 
of bronchial affections. In three of the 
former ulceration had already taken place, 
and although in all, considerable relief, and 
in one an apparent temporary cure, was pro- 
duced by the treatment adopted, yet, as was 
to be expected, the disease was ultimately 
fatal. In the others, where it was less ad- 
vanced, the patients have been restored to 
health, and all traces of pulmonary disease 
have been removed. We shall give a con- 
densed account of some of these cases, as 
the best means of illustrating the method of 
treatment in question. 

G Q 
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In the first case, a young man, aetat. 22, 
there were all the symptoms of confirmed 
phthisis, harassing cough, copious purulent 
expectoration, &c. ; and the stethoscopic 
signs indicated several expayationa* and 
consolidation of a considerable pqrtion pf 
both lungs. Inhalation was therefore em- 
ployed rather as a palliative, than with the 
hope of producing a cure. He was ordered’ 
a weak solution of iodine, with the addi- 
tion of some saturated tincture of conium, 
mixed with water of 120 degrees of heat, 
to be inhaled for fifteen or twenty minutes 
three times a day ; to take one-sixth of a 
grain of the acetate of morphia in a simple 
saline draught at bed-time, and to repeat 
the dose in an hour or two if necessary ; to 
regulate the bowels by simple means, and 
to wash the chest and upper part of the 
hack with a mixture consisting of two parts 
of water, one ofe&u de Cologne, and one of 
vinegar•’ , The inhalation at first caused 
slight giddiness, and “ some sense of sore- 
ness, with dryness on the tongue and throat;’’ 
but these effects soon ceased, expectoration 
became much easier, the coygh diminished, 
and, at the end of a fortnight, he was so 
much improved, thpt bis friends anticipated 
bis complete recovery; having, however, 
exposed himself to a cold wind, the cough 
became as troublesome as before, and he 
was attacked with pain at the lower part of 
the chest. The former was much relieved 
by the substitution of hydrocyanic acid for 
the iodine, and the latter by the application 
of leeches and a blister. The disease, how- 
ever, now made rapid progress, and he died 
at the end of two months. The stethoscopic 
indications were entirely confirmed by the 
post-mortem examination ; and it is re- 
markable that both the excavations were 
11 lined with firm layers of coagulable lymph ;” 
a curative process had therefore been set 
up in them* and had it not been for the ex- 
tensive disorganization of the rest of the 
lungs, it is not improbable that a complete 
cure would have been effected in tbe manner 
which was first described by Laennec. 

In the second case the symptoms were 
nearly the same as in the first, except that 
the pulmonary disease was even further ad- 
vanced, and complicated with much intesti- 
nal disturbance. The treatment was pre- 
cisely the same, with the addition of small 
dosea of liydr. c. creta ; its good effects, in 


respect to the cough and expectoration, 
were almost equally remarkable, and death 
ensued after many weeks alternate amend- 
ment and relapse, apparently more from the 
abdominal than the thoracic affection. Here 
sl&$ a lining of fibrins was found in the pul- 
monary excavations, though much thinner, 
and less remarkable, than in the first case. 

Case 3 is that of a lady, set. 34, debilitated 
by three miscarriages within two years. 
She had suffered from a troublesome cough 
for four years, with the exception of an in- 
termission during the summer ; had, a month 
before consulting the author, coughed up a 
few ounces of blood, and had since been 
affected with pain in the chest, palpitation, 
hectic, profuse night-Bweats, &c. The pulse 
was 120 ; the animal heat 99; the expec- 
toration puriform, and amounting to about 
four ounces in the twenty-four hours ; the 
digestive functions were not much disturb- 
ed. The stethoscope indicated the exist-, 
ence of tubercles, and a small cavity at the 
apex of the right lung; the left appeared 
to be healthy. The acetate of morphia was 
given at night, a saline laxative with bals. 
tolu., and hydrocyanic acid in the morning ; 
iodine alone was employed for inhalation, 
and the ehest was washed twice a day with 
the acetous lotion. Under this treatment 
considerable improvement ensued, particu- 
larly in reference to the facility of expecto- 
rating, hut the cough was scarcely relieved 
until conium had been added to the mixture 
for inhalation. The patient now continued 
to improve for a fortnight, but having then 
caught cold, she suffered severely for twenty- 
four hours from €€ disorder of the bowels, 
and from spasms, which appeared to pro- 
ceed from uterine irritation.” In order to 
relieve the cough, which now again became 
troublesome, hydrocyanic acid was substi- 
tuted for the iodine during a few days, bnt 
the latter was soon resumed,' and in a larger 
dose. At the end of a month, ** her ap- 
pearance was greatly improved, and all the 
symptoms were relieved ; the pulse was re- * 
duced to 80, the animal heat to 95; the 
respiration appeared unembarrassed, &c. A * 
decoction of cinchona, with hydrocyanic 
acid, was now given ; the morphia was dis- ’ 
continued, and the inhalation used only 
twice a day. The hydrocyanic acid was 
omitted after a fortnight, but the other 
remedies were continued for another month, ' 
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at tfcfe Wd of btie apjieartd tb be per- 
fectly recovered, abd has continued to enjoy 
good health up tp tbe time of the publica- 
tion af the work, a period of about fire 
months. 

Cash 5. — A gentleman) tefat. 25, bad been 
subject to habitual cough, especially during 
the Printer, fot five years. In consequence 
of its severity during the *ihter of 18*9, he 
had been put upon a low diet, but this ap- 
peared only to reduce his strength, Without 
relieving the complaint. When first keen 
by Dr. Scudamore in March, 1830, he was 
weak and emaciated ; the tongue was furred ; 
the appetite excessive, bowels costive, pulse 
96, respirations 28 in the minute, and the 
cough hard and without expectoration. The 
stethoscope indicated the existence of tuber- 
cles over a considerable portion of tbe right 
lung ; the left appeared to be healthy. He 
was ordered a draught of sulph. magues., 
with bals. tola, in the morning, and a saline 
draught at night, with a minim of hydro- 
cyanic acid in each, and a more nourishing 
diet, with a small quantity of wine. The 
acetic lotion was employed as in the other 
casek, and the inhalation of iodine alone 
haring been found to excite too much irri- 
tation, it was almost immediately combined 
with conium. By these remedies a very 
evident improvement was induced in the 
course of a week, not only with regard to 
the cough, but in the digestive functions. 
The inhalatiou did not appear to cause any 
increased secretion of the bronchial mucus ; 
but the patient stated, that “ on three occa- 
sions, immediately after inhaling, be had 
coughed up very small yellow substances, 
and that his chest was sensibly relieved 
by getting rid of them.** The quantity of 
iodine was now increased, and as there still 
were languor and debility, the internal medi- 
cines were changed for an alkaline infusion 
of sarsaparilla, with hot milk. Under this 
treatment, to which the use of the shower- 
bath was subsequently added, the patient 
continued to improve, and at the end of two 
months all remedial means were discon- 
tinued, as he appeared to be in good health, 
and stated himself to be better than he had 
been for several years. At this time “ the 
stethoscope indicated a more free and clear 
state of the respiration, and there wasj 
scarcely any difference between the sound 
of the right and left side.” Although the 


author supposes that, in tfcik case as well a* 
in the other successful ones, the tubercles 
were absorbed under the inflhence of the’ 
iodine (atad admitting their previous exist- 
ence, it is difficult to come to any other con- 
clusion), yet he considers that such patients 
are liable to a return of the disease, and 
ought carefully to avoid ekery source of pul- 
monary irritation. 

Passing over the remaining cased bf 
phthisis, which do not very essentially differ* 
either in symptoms, treatmefat, or result, 
from the two last which we have qdoted, 
we proceed to notice the other cases of pul- 
monary disease. In two cases of adtbmi' 

| with chronic bronchitis, copious expectora-’ 

| tion, difficulty of hrenthiug, fatiguing cdugli,’ 
and great debility, although a complete core* 

| was not produced, yet by the inlnflatidn of 
iodine and conium, together with Sdmejtonih 
medicines, very great relief wad afforded, 
and the patients were brought info a better 
state of health than they hod had for many' 
years. In a case df chronic brohehitis, and 
in one of laryngitis, a complete cufe teas' 
induced by the use of the inhalation, with- 
out any intefual remedy. In one of habitual 
and irritable cough, conitim alOUe was em- 
ployed, with the most satisfactory results. 

Jn case 14, that of a female, setat. 54, who’ 
had been subject to winter cough for 20 1 
years, the dotaplairit bad been peculiarly 
severe for three weeks ; there were also con- 
siderable dyspnoea, Oppression at the right 
side of the chest, and copious visfcid expec- 
toration ; the pulse was 96 ; the digestive 
functions scarcely affected. The mixture 
for inhalation was composed of conium, 
ipecacuauha, and hydrocyanic acid; no in- 
ternal medicine was given, except a few 
doses of magues. sulph., but ft blister was 
formed on the right side of the chest, by the 
application of a solution of cantharides in 
strong acetic acid, which the author prefers 
to the era pi. canthar., as being less painful 
to the patient, and more speedy and certain 
in its Operation. Great improvement was 
produced by this treatment. After a week 
the iodine and conium inhalation was em- 
ployed, and in less than a month she was en- 
tirely recovered. In another case of chronic 
bronchitis, attended with much irritation, a 
cure was effected by the inhalation of co- 
nium, ipecacuanha, and hydrocyanic acid. 


without any other remedy whatever, and ia 
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one of spasmodic asthma, that of ether, co- 
nium, and ipecacuanha, was sufficient for the 
(temporary) removal of the complaint. The 
author haa not stated the doses in which the 
inhaled medicines were employed, except 
the hydrocyanic acid, which was from three 
to six minims, because they must neces- 
sarily he altered according to the circum- 
stances of each particular case, “ and from 
an apprehension that patients themselves 
might be tempted to undertake the treat- 
ment of their own cases.” All that the 
author has mentioned in reference to 
the manner of employing the remedies 
which he recommends is, that the vessels 
were of glass,— that the iodine was ren- 
dered soluble in distilled water by admix- 
ture with alcohol and hydriodate of potass, — 
that the other medicines were employed in 
the form of tincture,— and that the tempera- 
ture of the mixture was from 115° to 120° 
Fahrenheit ; and when hydrocyanic acid 
was employed, from 100° to 110®. He men- 
tions having employed chlorine in several 
cases of phthisis, but that “ its beneficial 
action was very decidedly inferior to that 
of iodine, and that on every occasion the 
patient, when resuming the inhalation of 
the latter, in strong language expressed his 
conviction of its being by far the most ser- 
yiceable remedy.” 

Tn justice to Dr. Scudamore we should 
state, that a professional friend has inform- 
ed us, that the doctor will instantly furnish 
any medical practitioner with his different 
formulae for inhalation. 


MEDICAL PERIODICALS. 

August to December , 1830* 

The great press of original matter which 
has claimed precedence in our pages, and 
the attention we have devoted to the new 
works which have lately appeared, have 
prevented us for some time from presenting 
to our readers any extracts from our metro- 
politan and provincial contemporaries. A 
dozen or two of professional magazines have 
in consequence accumulated on our table, 
hut the neglect we may appear to have lately 
shown them will be considered of a very 
venial nature when we say, that it has re- 
quired a pile of considerable dimensions to 


yield us a decent article. Having.no w, how- 
ever, obtained a sufficient number of papers 
of au interesting and really instructive cha- 
racter, we shall notice, most of them in .this 
week’s Lancet. 

Of the country periodicals before us, the 
Glasgow Medical Journal must, from the 
nature and quality of its contents, take the 
lead. The two last numbers (11 and 12) 
contain many original papers, several of 
them of ' considerable interest.. We begin 
with 

A CASE OF SCALD, IN WHICH, AFTER AMPU- 
TATION OF THE ARM, THE SUBCLAVIAN 
ARTERY WAS TIED TO ARREST SECONDARY 
HEMORRHAflE. 

The operation was performed by Dr. M. 
Buchanan, and the history of the case is 
given, as related by him, in a clinical lecture 
at the Royal Infirmary. W. S., «t. 55, em- 
ployed in some alum works near Glasgow, 
fell, on April 17th, against the side of a 
vat, and [remained for several minutes with 
his arm plunged up to the elbow in the 
boiling lye. On the 19th he was admitted 
into the infirmary, the whole fore-arm and 
hand being then apparently dead, and the 
skin hard, dry, and unyieldihg the pulse 
at the wrist was, however, just perceptible. 
As it was thought possible that the slough- 
ing might be ouly superficial, amputation was 
not performed, but turpentine dressings and 
emollient poultices were employed locally, 
and calomel and opium internally. On the 
21st he had pain in the head, some disturb- 
ance of the sensorium, contracted pupils, 
slight yellowness of the eyes and skin, and 
partial paralysis of the left arm ; forty leeches 
were therefore applied to the head, and 
afterwards a cold lotion ; the bowels were 
freely opened, and the former remedies then 
continued. On the 22d, the cerebral symp- 
toms were somewhat relieved ; in the arm a 
line of separation was perceptible, and the 
muscles on its inner side had made their 
way through the adjoining softened integu- 
ments, aud projected their fleshy bellies 
more than half an inch beyond the surface. 
An incision was now made, through the 
indurated skin, the whole length of the 
forearm at its posterior part. On the 24tb, 
the dead integuments were almost entirely 
separated from the -subjacent parts, from 
which there was a copious sanious discharge. 
The general condition of the patient wan 
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father improved. On this d»y Dr. Weir, 
who had the care of the patient, performed 
amputation above the elbow, by the doable* 
flap operation ; four arteries, and the bra- 
chial vein which bled profusely, were tied. 
On the 27th, the dressings were removed, 
and — 

“ The daps were found wide open, the 
surfaces brown and sloughy, and the dis- 
charge of a very offensive nature. The 
cedema had spread to the arm and right side 
of the chest ; three of the ligatures on the 
face of the stump were easily removed, and 
the constitutional symptoms were not of the 
most favourable kind ; his skin was still of 
the same very unnatural colour ; his tongue 
was rather dry, and his stools were green 
and very foetid; the pulse also was small 
and compressible. Stimulants were from 
this date poured into him, and the stump 
was dressed with resinous and turpentine 
applications. He began to sink on the day 
after the operation, and from that time he 
was put upon nourishing diet, and bad an 
ounce of wme every hour.” 

On the 30th, Dr. Bachanan having com* 
menced his year’s attendance at the infir- 
mary, the patient was transferred to his 
care. He was then in a rather more favour- 
able condition than on the previous day, and 
had slept the whole night ; but some haemor- 
rhage, apparently venous, had taken place 
from the stump, and the oozing continued 
throughout the day. Another ligature had 
come away, and it could not be ascertained 
whether the remaining one was on the bra- 
chial artery or vein. Early on the follow- 
ing morning the last ligature came away, 
and the hemorrhage recurred to an alarm- 
ing extent, and when Dr. Buchanan saw the 
patient at eight o’clock, “ the bed and sur- 
rounding dressings were deluged with blood, 
the stump of the same foul appearance, the 
countenance pale, the features sunk, and the 
extremities quite cold; in short, he was 
moribund.” Under these circumstances any 
operation was out of the question; warm 
wine and brandy were, however, adminis- 
tered in such quantities as his stomach. would 
hear, and further hemorrhage prevented by 
firmly compressing the subclavian artery, 
and the application of a hard pad and ban- 
dage to the brachial. At one o'clock the 
patient had rallied most wonderfully ; and 
at six in the evening^ as the pulse had got 
up, as it was impossible from the sloughy 
sttte of the stump to tie any vessels there, 


and as the oozing which htd recurred could 
be checked by'pressure on the subclavian, 
it was determined to secure that artery at 
once above the clavicle. The operation was 
performed with great ease by Dr. Buchanan, 
who states that the difficulties attending it, 
especially in reference to the passing of the 
aneurisms! needles, have been sadly mag- 
nified; it did not occupy more than ten 
minutes; there was not so much as two 
tesBpoonsful of blood lost, and the pain was 
seemingly very trifling. 

From this time the hemorrhage was com- 
pletely arrested, and on the 2nd, and the 
morning of the 3rd, the patient seemed to 
be improving; but on the evening of the 
latter day he began to sink ; the respiration 
was somewhat oppressed, the pulse in- 
creased in frequency, the tongue, which had 
been clean, became brown and dry in the 
centre, and the wound made by the opera- 
tion, from which the dressings were now 
removed, was found to be wholly ununited, 
and of a white sloughy appearance ; from 
this period he continued to sink, and died 
on the evening of the 5th. We have not 
thought it necessary to particularise the 
treatment, which appears to have been very 
judicious, and consisted chiefly in the ad- 
ministration of wine, sulphate of quinine, 
and opium. On dissection, the ligature on 
the subclavian was found to lisve been per- 
fectly well applied, and the artery was 
closed by s hard clot above it. 

“ The muscles surrounding the shoulder- 
joiut, were soft, green, and matted together, 
and a large collection of foetid pus extended 
from the stump below the axilla, to the 
under surface of the pectoralis major and 
minor ; the whole snbstance of whioh last, 
was in the same gangrenous title as the 
muscles of the shoulder joint. 

“ With regard to the cause of death in 
this case,” observes Dr. Buchanan, “ I 
think it must appear evident, that it was not 
the last operation, bat the spreading of the 
traumatic gangrene, whose progress was 
hastened by the loss of blood, both at the 
amputation and at the secondary hemor- 
rhage, whioh occurred on the morning of 
the 1st. But it may be asked, What was 
the cause of the secondary hemorrhage on 
the 7th day after the amputation! J think 
this admits of a very satisfactory answer ; 
not only from an inspection of the blood- 
vessel, but also from the colour of the blood 
discharged, its quantity, and its suppression, 
by the application toe thumb to the sub- 
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clavi%ni as 4 poises over the first rib. All 
these circumstances show that the hemor- 
rhage came from the main trunk. The liga- 
ture round the blood-vessel still remains ; 
and on inspecting its cardiac side, the hard 
clot of blood which nature has formed, can 

traced into one of the nearest branches. 

“ J$ut if so certain of an unfavourable 
issue to your case, after the last haemorrhage, 
why, it has been said, have recourse to so 
formidable and dangerous an operation as 
tying the subclavian artery, during the pro- 
gress of which the patient might, in all 
likelihood, die in your hands, by your in- 
cautiously cutting some considerable arterial 
branch, which, in the hands of so many 
operators, has been observed to occur 1 All 
true; but what alternative was left us! 
death inevitable from haemorrhage or gan- 
grene, or death problematical from the ope- 
ration, Death did not take place till the 
5th d,ay after the operation, and not one 
single bad symptom arising from this ap- 
peared during all this time. On the con- 
trary, having now no fear of haemorrhage, 
opr dials and stimulants were poured into the 
patient with no niggardly hands, and with 
a rallying of strength and pulse, the asto- 
nishment of all who saw him. Indeed, had 
ife not been that the sloughing process, pre- 
vious to the last . operation, had made such 
progress, and the abscess on the chest, the 
consequence of it, had sunk him so low, I 
feel quite convinced that his recovery would 
have been 'secured. In all cases, however, 
of a similar nature, the question must con- 
stantly occur, ,Wh*t is the line of- duty ! If 
to operate, why hesitate l Why search- for 
&pme flimsy apology for avoiding the, knife ! 
if death takes place, after the proper per- 
formance of y6ur operation, you have the 
satisfaction of having don© yOur duty, and 
tp# to reflections, whether extra-professional; 
or not, the less you care about them the 
better/* 

If e then goes on to justify the application 
of the ligature above the clavicle, rather 
than lower down, and states 

*■* The reasons . whipli influenced m© in 
qiaking choice of the subclavian, were 
the flowing 1st, The cerfefety of find- 
ing a healthy pail of the vessel, or one 
Which gave the greatest chance of being so ; 
2d, The securing at the same time by this 
procedure any other of the large branches 
which era given oft* on the distal side, of this, 
part of the vessel, aqd, which might after- 
wards give rise to hemorrhage ; 3d, The 
absence of qpd©ma, pain, or fluctuation, 
above the clavicle ; aud, 4th, The greater 
facility, in my opinion, of performing this 
operation, and the less risk of haemorrhage 
dunpg its execution, a point, this last, of no 


little moment, where so mwfe -blopd fcad 

been previously lost.” 

We need not follow Dr. Buchanan in bin 
further cpry&id© ration of the treatment of the 
case ; we are fully satisfied that the opera- 
tion was not only justifiable, but in every 
respect creditable to him ? that the death of 
the patient cannot in any way be ^scribed 
to it ; and we have, little doubt, that if the 
progress of gangrene could have been ar- 
rested, it would have been followed by 
complete success. 

In the following article on the 

SEVERE AND FATAL CONSEQUENCES OF SLIGHT 
WOUNDS RECEIVED IN DISSECTION, 

The author, Mr. T. Adam, states that he has 
collected and compared forty published 
cases of this kind, and that from them, as 
well as from his own experience and obser- 
vation, be has pome to the following c©©- 
elusions : — ! . 

‘‘That to certain conditions of the sys- 
tem may be attributed the power of render- 
ing us more susceptible of the severe conse- 
quences from dissection wounds ; and that 
these conditions are such as are usually 
expressed by the rath.ex vague appellations 
of ‘ irritable or bad habit of body/ ‘scro- 
fulous diathesis,’ * worn-out constitution/ 
‘general debility/ &c. — names for a con- 
dition, of which in general no very precise 
ideas are formed ?” — “ that from inoculation, 
with the fluids of a body recently deceased, 
more danger is to be apprehended, than, 
from a similar exposure to the fluids of a 
body further gone in decomposition ? and 
that the danger is much greater if the cause 
of death has been inflammation of any of the 
serous membranes, particularly of tbnperi- 
toneum.” 

These cpnciusioes appear to us tphe* 
well founded, and they coincide with, the 
opinions of most of those who -have, had the, 
beat opportunities of. studying tjje, subject. 
The most interpsdpg ©ad valuable part of 
the paper, is, however, th© c^se of the author 
himself. In the yep 1327, Df- Collea, in 
the Dublin Hospital Repofta, proposed to 
treat the fever, or constitutional irritation, 
consequent, on wounefe received in. /direc- 
tion, by calomel ii| fje<pmi& doges, sp as, tp 
produce immediate salivation? he did not* 
however, mention any case where this me- 
thod had been employed, nor does it appear, 
to have been siaqe adopted ^hy any o.ther 
practitioner, though, a, tasa wm* desgrijied 
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by Mr. Bbuw in wWeS (he accidental occur- 
rence of salivation from a small dote of mer- 
eury was productive of great benefit. Mr. 
Adams, therefore, on becoming himself 
the subject of the disease, determined to 
give the mercurial plan a trial, and as be bad 
described his case very concisely, we are 
unwilling to abridge it still further, but shall 
give it in his own words. 

** About the end of Jauusry, 1 829, I 
assisted it the inspection of the body of a 
female who had died of chronic pulmonary 
diaease, with effusion betwixt the pleurae 
on tbe left aide. While handling the lung 
on this aide, I felt a smarting pain in a 
■cratch upon my right thomb, whicb 1 had, 
1 thought, sufficiently cauterised with the 
nitrate of ailver, before going to tbe inspec- 
tion. I immediately wsal>ed and sucked 
the wound, and re-appfied tbe eaustic. This 
was about 4 p. if. 2d day. About 5 a.m. 
next morning, that is, 13 hours after the 
iospeetioa , I waa awakened by a severe 
pain above my elbow, aad on tbe top of my 
arm, in the situation of tlie deltoid mnsole. 
This paia increased in severity till 8 a.m., 
when 1 commenced the sse of a cold lotion 
to the arm, and calomeHn three-grain doses 
every three hours. Had slight heedieh snd 
languor; pulse 82. 3d day. After taking 
five dosea of the calomel it was discontinued, 
as by that time it had began to act on tbe 
boweh. During tbe nigbt it acted four 
times’ very freely. Sleep very disturbed. 
In the morning I felt very languid, but 
scarcely any pain in the arm. Tongue very 
foul } pulse 96 to 108k Naoeea prevented 
mo from living according to Mr. Shaw's 
stimulating plan of regimen, which I had 
resolved to do. In the afternoon I began 
to feel my mouth a little sore, and about five 
piw., on attempting tb chew, felt my gums 
very sore, end when looked at, they were 
found very red, with a few white spots upon 
them. Thu languor no# went off. Later 
in tbe evening 1 felt the gluteal region of the 
right side very tender on pressure. Tbe 
elbow and shoulder not painful except on 
pressure or motion. 4th day. 1 felt so well 
a»to be able to resume my professional 
visits* After walking four miles* I felt lan- 
guid and irritable, and tbe pain returned in 
the lumbar and gluteal regions. After using 
my arm a little it also became very painful. 
Re-applied cold lotion ; gums not very sorr ; 
no salivation ; pulse 92 to 100. 5th day. 
During this day felt spasmodic twitching in 
pectoral region* The pain in lumbar and 
gluteal regions* rather increased ; pulse 92 ; 
tongue furred and white; tenderness of 
mouth and gums nearly gone ; pain in arm 
very little ugtil I bad used it a little. 6th 
dfcyj About midnight tbe pain of arm be- 
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eaae excessive, and more nearly resembled 
the sensation of what is sailed a sleeping 
foot or band, than any other I can remem- 
ber, in kind, but not in degree. It conti- 
nued very painful for eight hours, notwith- 
standing the use of tbe cold lotion a part 
of that time, and taking x\ of tmet. opii. 
About 1 a.m. recommenced the use of tbe 
calomel, of which I again took five doses* 
In the afternoon my mouth became sore, 
the calomel not having yet acted on the 
bowels, and in theevening 1 felt completely 
relieved from all my complaints, local and 
general. 7th day. Slept well ; mouth very 
sore and blistered ; arm nearly free of pain 
even on pressure ; some red spots were ob- 
served on shoulder to-day : no swelling in 
axilla. Yesterday one of the veins of the 
arm, a branch of which ran dter tbe thumb, 
was observed tense, hard, and painful. To* 
day the pain and hardness are gone* 8th 
day. General irritation leas ; pulae 92 ; 
tongue white but cleaning ; ana a little 
painful; mouth leas sore. 9th and 10th 
I days. Arm a little painful ; mouth getting 
better. 11th day. Yesterday evening my 
mouth again became painful, and the gums 
swollen and blistered, in oonsequenoe, I 
suppose, of being out part of tbe day, which 
was damp and foggy. This day felt lean 
pain, aad waa less oppressed ev languid than 
on aay previous day* Commenced the nee 
of sulph. quin. From this day I waa free 
from complaint, save of weakness, and of the 
am being very easily fatigued. M 

It ie hardly possible for tbe bene ficial 
effects of a particular remedy to be more 
striking than those of tbe mercury in this 
instance, and we fully agree with the author 
when he observes,—- 

“ Though these cases oannot be consider- 
ed as evidence sufficient to establish the 
certain efficacy of this mode of treatment, 
they seem to hold forth abundant induce- 
ment to make further trials, and to claim 
for tbii treatment a confidence, equal, if not 
superior, to that which can be reposed in 
any othev. It is not simply and singly be- 
cause the cases terminated fcvourably, that 
1 would attach more confidence to this (the 
mercurial) than to apy other mode ox treat- 
ment ; but it is because the subsidence of 
tbe symptoms and the appearances of mer- 
curial action — the annihilation, or at least 
tbe overpowering of the natural by the artifi- 
cial disease, appear so intimately related by 
the gimultaneoiisnesa of their occurrence, 
as to lend considerable plausibility to tbe 
hypothesis, that the relation was not merely 
that of casual coincidence, but that of cause 
and effect.” 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



456 MONSTROSITIES. 


The third paper, on glaucoma, by Mr. 
Mackenzie, which occupies thirteen pages, 
is a literal copy of the chapter on that dis- 
ease in his recently-published work on dis- 
eases of the eye, and the editors, therefore 
appear to be almost guilty of a kind of fraud 
upon their, readers, in inserting it as an 
original article. 

' MONSTROSITIES. 

The fifth article contains an admirable 
exposition of the modern doctrine, on the 
production and nature of monstrosities, 
though we think the author has ascribed too 
much to Geoffroy St. Hilaire, and too little 
to Meckel and the German anatomists. As 
condensation here is impossible, we must 
content ourselves with extracting a few of 
the most interesting and striking passages, 
strongly recommending the perusal of the 
whole paper to those of our readers who may 
wish for a luminous explanation of the very 
ingenious and important theory in question. 

" There are many monstrous forms which 
we may readily imagine, but which can never 
be produced by any .derangement of the 
formative power (nisus formativus ) . For 
example, we never observed the sacrum 
placed on the superior extremity of the ver- 
tebral column, or the urinary bladder in the 
cavity of the thorax ; nor do we ever detect 
the ureters terminating in the aorta or the 
hepatic veins in the stomach ; and although 
we often see monstrosities destitute of head 
and upper extremities, while the organs of 
nutrition still remain, the converse of this 
never occurs, and consequently we never 
observe a monster consisting of the head and 
upper extremities alone” ----- “In 
the analysis of the cranium of an encepha- 
Ions monster, it was found that all the bones 
of the perfectly developed foetus were pre- 
sent, and retained the same connexions, 
although their forms were altered or modi- 
fied* agreeably to the theory of the unity of 
organic composition. Guided by these con- 
siderations, M. Geoffroy St. Hilaire has not 
hesitated to consider each kind of monstro- 
sity is a species, and to attempt a classifi- 
cation of them, founded upon the common 
principles of zoology, an enterprise which, 
although perhaps premature, will doubtless 
be established on a firm basis, as our know- 
ledge of these singular beings becomes more 
complete. 

** Among these monstrous forms, many 
may be explained on the principle of a re- 
tarded development of organs. Hence those 
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parts of the organism which an last formed, 

present the greatest number of anomalies, 
as is the case in monsters from deficiency, as 
they are called. Thus, as the nerves and 
blood-vessels are formed before the brain or 
heart, irregularities of vessels and nerves 
are rarer than those of the central organs. 
Hence we frequently find the foramen ovale 
open, because it is one of the last of those 
parts which is completed in the regular or- 
ganization, and on the same principle the 
brain is more commonly incomplete than the 
spinal marrow., Other examples of this law 
may be readily remembered, as the lobular 
structure of the kidneys, aud the permanent 
residence of the testicles in the abdomen. 

“ There is a still more singular circum- 
stance which is frequently observed in mon- 
sters from retarded development, namely, 
that the deficiencies which they exhibit, 
often correspond to the regular organization 
of corresponding organs in the inferior ani- 
mals. This takes, place in consequence of 
a principle which is now one of the best 
established in physiology, that the.yarioua 
stages of development through which the 
organs of the foetus run, are analogous to the 
permanent structure of the same organs in 
some of the inferior animals. It is neces- 
sary to prevent a principle of this sort from 
being abused or not properly understood. . 
As we observe no regular gradation of ani- 
mals, it cannot be understood as stating that 
the embryo begins to appear at a monad, 
and is promoted through all its intermediate 
grades, till it becomes a tine human foetus. 
Nor can the entire embryo be compared to 
any of the inferior animals, when we consi- 
der tbe struoture of all its organs. If, on 
the other band, we trace the progress of any 
particular set of organs from the earliest 
periods of formation up to maturity, we will 
find that there is a remarkable analogy be- 
tween these fleeting forms of the embryo . 
organs, and their permanent struoture in the 
inferior animals. 

“ If we select the nervous system for an 
example, we shall find that in the embryo 
tli 4 nerves are formed before the spinal 
marrow or brain, as is also the case in zoo- 
phytes and molluscs. The ganglions of the 
spinal nerves then appear, and if M. Senes* 
opinion be correct, this state is analogous 
to that of the nervous system of insects, 
where the ganglions of the nervous chord 
are analogous to the ganglions of the spinal 
nerves of the higher animals. As the pro- 
gress of development advances, the spinal 
marrow appears surmounted by a few tuber- 
cles, which are the rudiments of the cere- 
bral parts. It is often hollow, and extends 
to the extremity of the coccyx, and there 
are two tubercula quadrigemina, whose inte- 
rior is also hollow. These circuiqptances are 
precisely the same as we see iu studying the 
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ngmnA tptom of fiahos , ii which these 
tubercles predominate over the other cere* ; 
bral parts. The anterior lobes of the brain 
are then developed as in reptiles. Next the 1 
cerebellum increases, as is the case in birds, 
the poas varolii mad corpus callosum then 
appear in the embryo, aad are peculiar to 
mammifenms animals. The festal brain is 
still destitute of convolutions, and the cere- 
bellum is not covered by the brain, and this 
is the case in many animals, as the rab- 
bit, &c.” 

“ The case of h*re-lip v where there is 
also s cloven palate, affords s very good 
illustration of the principles we have at- 
tempted to explain. This imperfection takes 
place in consequence of the development of 
organs from the centre to the circumference, 
aad is equally the regular condition of some 
period of embryo life, and of tbe adult state 
of many of the ioferior animals. - - - - - 
Those cases of atresia where tbe rectum 
opens into the urinary blsddar or urethra, 
resemble the organization of these parts in 
birds where the faeces, urine, and semen, are 
received into a common cavity called tbe 
cloaca. In those cases where the penis is 
impervious, and has s sulcus on its inferior 
surface, we have a repetition structure of 
the same part in the sea turtle, where the 
same sulcus exists.” 

We shall finish our extracts with the 
author’s concluding observation, in which 
we heartily concur : — 

“ Every philosophic mind will doubtless 
prefer these examples of pathological ana- 
tomy, whore, with a moderate portion of 
sagacity, it is easy to separate all the con- 
ditions of our problem, to those vivisections 
so much in fashion at present, and which 
are elevated with the imposing title of ex- 
perimental physiology, where so many un- 
certainties are mingled together, and where 
the knife produces so much pain, that no 
kind of excitation ean be studied, and where 
we cannot distinguish the respective effects 
of so many different causes.*’* 

The 8 th article by Dr. Lucas, gives an 
account of 

A REMARKABLE CASE OF HYSTERIA. 

The patient, mtat. 40, remarkably healthy, 
and of a tall, strong, masculine makp, 
was suddenly attacked with excruciating 
pain at the epigastrium and extreme disten- 
sion of the stomach, and was found by Dr. 
Lucas, who saw her almost immediately, 
writhing as if in great agony, perspiring 
profusely from the forehead and hands, ut- 

* Anatomic PfeMosofhique, tom. ii. p. 134. 


taring dreadful cries, aad exhibit&ag almost 
every symptom of hysteria in a degree 
equally extraordinary and alarming. As the 
pulse was full, strong, hard, and rather fre- 
quent, she was immediately bled to about 
40 ounces. By this a slight impression was 
made on tbe spasm of the stomach, hut the 
patient having been much agitated by the 
fainting of one of the bj-standers, the pain 
was greatly aggravated, aad the good effects 
of the bleeding apparently altogether lost. 
The medicines which had been sent for hav- 
ing now arrived, a f. 3 iss of tinct. opii with 
peppermint water, was given every five mi- 
nutes. Four doses were administered with- 
out any effect, but after twenty minutes the 
patient began to eructate, and suddenly ex- 
claimed, “lam quite well.” This quantity 
of opium did not produoe stupor nor head- 
ach ; the patient continued free from pain, 
and only complained the next day of nansea. 
It being now found that the bowels had been 
for a long time costive, a purgative enema 
was sdminislered, and a large quantity of very 
offensive tar-like ftecea evacuated, with great 
relief to the stomach. The nausea having 
however returned, the next day she took 
sn emetic of tsrtar and antimony; and, after 
a copious vomiting of bile the uneasiness of 
the stomach was completely removed. On 
the fourth day a second paroxysm, re- 
sembling the first, occurred, and was almost 
immediately arrested by four drachms of the 
tincture, and six grains of solid opium. A 
few days afterwards she was attacked a 
third time, and relieved in the same man- 
ner. No further paroxysm, however, oc- 
curred, and under tbe use of tonio and 
laxative medicines she completely reco- 
vered. The disorder is sttri bated by Dr. 
L. to a habit of taking every morning, fast- 
ing, a large quantity of strong green tea 
without cream or sugar. 

CARBONATE OF IRON. 

The observations of Mr. Clark, in a short 
article on the preparation of carbonate of 
iron, are well deserving of attention. He 
states, that when this medicine is prepared 
aooording to the directions of the British 
Phamacopeiaa, it absorbs oxygen so rapidly 
while drying, as to be almost entirely con- 
verted into the red oxyde, a substance very 
different in its medicinal properties* and 
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which may be given to almost any extent 
without producing any apparent effect ex- 
cept in the fteeal evacuations ; to which 
circumstance, we have no doubt, are owing 
the very different reports which have been 
made by various practitioners, as to the dose 
and properties of this substance. Mr. 
Clark, therefore, proposes to avoid the ex- 
posure of the precipitate to the action of the 
air, and gives the following formula, by 
whieh s true carbonate may bo obtained : — 

€t Take of sulphate of iron and subcarbo- 
nhte of soda, each eight ounces. Pound 
each salt, and dissolve them separately in 
warm water.. If necessary, filter. Being fil- 
tered and cooled, mix the solutions in a deep 
vessel, capable of holding one or two gallons 
of water, which fill up with coJjL Stir — let 
Subside — and then decant tfieclear liquor 
from the precipitate. Fill up again with 
Water, and likewise again decant ; and repeat 
this operation two or three times, so as to 
separate the soluble salts. Next put the 
precipitate on a filter of cotton or linen 
doth, supported by a square frame. When 
the water has ceased to pass, gather into one 
band the edges of the filter, so as to make it 
a sort of bag, and with the other twist it 
round from the holding hand downwards, bo 
as to squeeze out the remaining water. The 
precipitate will now have the appearance of 
clay, too soft for moulding. With soft 
sugar and aromatic powder, in suitable 
proportions, make it into an electuary.” 
“Thus,” says he, u we obtain a carbonate 
of iron, uniform in its properties, hardly 
deteriorated by the process it undergoes, 
add little liable to change by keeping.” 

STRANGULATED INGUINAL HERNIA. 

The substance of Mir. M'Leod’a Re- 
marks on the Care of strangulated inguinal 
Hernia by the Tasis/’ with, which the No* 
for the present month commences, may be 
gjiven iu a very few words; the only novelty 
in his method of treatment heing time pf 
keeping up a more forcible and continued 
pressure, with one or. both hands on the 
hernial tumour, than has hitherto, we be- 
lieve, bfeen practised or recommended. On 
two occasions the pressure was kept up for 
two hours, to the great fatigue of the ope- 
rator ; and on another, where the- tumour 
was very large, Mi\ Maoleod wafe ^assisted 
not only by another- surgeon, but by two 
carters , and the hernia was thus compressed 
With very great force for a full hour before 
it waferedueed ;.yet this patient, as well as 


the others, recovered, without a had symp- 
tom. Though we cannot doubt the correct- 
ness of Mr. Macleod’s statement, yet we 
should be unwilling to recommend a similar 
method of proceeding, at least aa far as the 
degree of force is concerned ; as to the 
duration of the pressure, it is liable to no 
other objection than that of excessively fa- 
tiguing the surgeon, and maybe well worthy 
a trial, provided no inflammation be going 
on within the hernial sac. 

We have already published so much on 
the ergot of rye, that we do not think it 
expedient to notice a valuable paper by Hr. 
Armour, ou the action of this most efficacious 
remedy, of the virtues of which meat of eur 
readers must be by this time convinced : 
we shall conclude our notice with a case of 

OSSIFICATION OF TIIE HEART, 

On which we have only to observe, that 
the use of the stethoscope does appear to us 
to have been indicated, and that it isrnueh 
to be regretted that this instrument was not 
employed. 

“ W« M‘K*aged48, porter , had complained 
for many months of swelling and pain in the 
epigastric region, extending into right hy- 
pochondrium, which symptoms were sup- 
posed to arise from an enlargement of the 
liver. He came under my care on the 89th 
of September 1889, at which time the whale 
abdomen was much swollen, tnd fluctuation 
distinct; he complained also of lancinating 
pain immediately below the enei form carti- 
lage, and in the region of the liver, hut from 
the great accumulation of 1 fluid, no distinct 
tumour was perceptible. Pulse regular, 
seldom above 7t); urine scanty and high- 
coloured • skin dry, great thirst and deficient 
appetite. He used squills, digitalis/ demo- 
tion of broom, and other diuretics, and the 
system was kept under the influence of mer- 
cury for. some weeks. By these means .the 
lancinating pains were much alleviated, but 
the dropsical symptoms increased ;• the- ab- 
domen became larger,, the lower extremities 
cedematous, and his breathing became so 
much oppressed, that k was necessary -to 
perform paracentesis. On the 16th Novem- 
ber, 16 lbs of, fluid were drawn off ; it wan, 
very thick and gelotinous,. and had floating 
in it a great many pieces of coagulable 
lymph. A large tumour was now discovered 
occupying both hypochondria, and also epi- 
gastric and umbilical regions*. Pressure 
upon it produced acute pain, particularly 
towards the right side ; nod when this was 
applied over the enaiformo©rtiUge,a fe«lfog 
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of aaum was iadaoed,’ with dntggiag pain 
St stomach. After the operatic* the symp- 
tom* were very greatly relieved. He passed 
mine freely, and expressed himself at being 
quite well. 'f’he fluid, however, again m - 
cumulated rapidly , and on the 18th December 
the same quantity was drawn off ; two days 
after which, symptoms of peritonitis name 
op, aod he died on the 28th December. Qn 
dissection, the tumour was found to arise 
from a scirrhous enlargement of the omen* 
turn, which had formed adhesions to all the 
neighbouring parts, particularly to the sto- 
mach aad transverse arch of the oolon, the 
last of which was imbedded in its sub- 
stance, and so much oompr eased that its 
canal was nearly obliterated. The liver was 
not larger than natural, but that part of its 
left lobe which was in intimate connexion 
with the diseased mass, had assumed some- 
what of the same appearanoe. There was a 
great quantity of fluid in the cavity of the 
abdomen, similar to' what had been drawn 
off. The lungs exhibited no marks of dis- 
ease. On examination of the heart, the 
pericardium was found firmly adherent to its 
right side. When dissected off, nearly the 
whole of the right auricle, and fully one half 
of the corresponding ventricle, were found 
invested with a thick and rugged deposition 
of ossific matter. An osseous lamella, half 
an inch in breadth, nearly surrounded the j 
heart, following the course of junction of 
the auricles sod ventricles. The left ven- 
tricle was marked by numerous stria of bone, 
corresponding with the tract of the coronary 
vessels ; and on its upper and lateral sur- 
face, an irregular plate of hone, aa inch and 
% half long by tbree-fourlhs of an inch 
hroafl, was deposited. The surface of this 
plate was smooth, and the pericardium did 
not adhere to it. This case is rather singu- 
kfl from the fact that the pulse was never 
in the slightest degree irregular;- neither 
waa is at spy time, prior to the peritoneal 
inflammation, very ouick. It generally 
ranged between 70 and 80, and was by no 
means, even to the lost, either small Or 
fpeble. There was no symptom of irregu- 
larity in the circulation of the lungs, no 
dyspncea nor cough. Under these circum- 
stances, no suspicion existed during life, 
qf any affection of the heart, and, on exami- 
nation with the stethoscope not being indi- 
cated! that instrument was not employed.*’ 


The North of England Medical and 
Sttrgical Journal * No. 2, which stands 
hext in order among the journals before us, 
contains some papers which we may extract 
without division or comment. The fallow- 
ing, article is by Mr. Samuel Smith, surgeon 
to thq Leads Infinaaryw 


OH TBS PERMANENT INVOLUNTARY CON- 
TRACTION OF TUB MUSCLES. 

*< It is aot uncommon, in surgical prac- 
tice, to meet with cases where certain mus* 
cles have remained for a grsat length of tima 
rigidly and permanently contracted. This 
slate sometimes results from disease in the 
nerve distributed to the affected muscles; 
occasionally it is produced by ihe muscles 
having their points of attachment unduly 
and unnaturally approximated for a consi- 
derable length of time, as in unreduced dis- 
locations, in the treatment of fracture, &•. ; 
and, in some cases, ths precise cause cannot 
be ascertained. When a muscle has long 
been in this state, it often remains contract- 
ed, solely from habit, even after the cause 
which originally produced it has ceased to 
operate ; and by breaking this habit, relief 
may generally in a abort time be obtained. 
There are certain sets of muscles which ant 
as antagonists to each other, as for example, 
the flexors and extensors of the arm. The 
contraotion of either of these sets of muscles 
; is always accompanied with a simultaneous 
| relaxation of tha other ; thus, if the arm he 
, powerfully flexed by the biceps, and the ex- 
tensors brought into action, the extensors 
no sooner act than the biceps becomes re- 
laxed. Suppose then the flexors of the arm 
to have been some time iu a state of perma- 
nent involuntary contraction ; if the limb, 
by gentle force, be put in the position of 
perfect extension, the flexors become relax- 
ed, and by maintaining this position a cer- 
tain length of time, this unnatural habit of 
involuntary contraction, which has been 
acquired in the flexors, may be broken or 
destroyed. To prove tbe success which may 
be expected to follow this plan of treatment, 
the following oases are selected from many 
others which have come under my notice. 

“ Mary Leak, eged 25, a stout, robust 
woman from the oounbry, was admitted a 
patient of the infirmary under my ears July 
30, 18flQ. She had bees fifteen months 
under treatment, suffering much during the 
whole of this time from permanent contrao- 
tion of the quadriceps extensor femoris, the 
whole of which muscle was in an extremely 
rigid state ; she walked without psin, but 
an inahtiky to bend the right kne# is the 
least degree, gave her the appearance of 
having s wooden leg. The .warm -bath, fric- 
tions, and many other means, had been per- 
severed io for a great length of time, without 
producing the least effect upon her com- 
plaint Ou the- day succeeding her admis- 
sion, I placed hen on tbe bed on her left 
side, aod taking hold of the ancle with my 
right hand, grasping the thigh with my left, 
I succeeded in drawing the heel and press- 
ing it against the buttock, thus producing a 
perfect flexion of the limb. It is necessary 
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4<ft 

to explain, that in accomplishing this, re- 
course was had more to art and cunning than 
to force. It was gratifying to find that the 
rigid muscles had become perfectly relaxed, 
and in order to destroy the tendency to re- 
action, two leather straps, with buckles, 
were placed tight round the upper part of 
the thigh and ancle, binding the limb in 
this position, the heel touching the buttock. 
She was ordered to remain in bed bound in 
this manner until my visit on the following 
day. The relief was immediate and com- 
plete. Upon being released next day, it 
was found that the muscles which had been 
for so long a period contracted were quite 
relaxed; and not only so, but the tendency 
to involuntary contraction was destroyed. 
Suspecting, however, it might return, she 
remained an in-patient ten days : no return 
of the complaint took place ; she was made 
an out- patient, and appeared as such August 
30. She was perfectly well, and had suffer- 
ed no relapse. 

“ October 20, 1826. VVm. Holdin, aged 
36, admitted a patient iu the infirmary, un- 
der my care, on account of the right mas- 
seter muscle being permanently contracted. 
He has been fourteen months incapable of 
opening his mouth more than to admit the 
handle of a leaden spoon. Upon introduc- 
ing the finger within the cheek, and the 
thumb without, the muscle can be grasped, 
and in hardness it resembles bone rather 
than muscle ; he haa been upwards of a year 
unable to close the right eye. He was di- 
rected to wear a wooden wedge between 
the teeth, so as gradually to open the mouth, 
and thus gain upon the contracted muscle. 
No medical treatment was adopted, and in 
the course of a week or ten days the mouth 
could be opened upwards of an inch ; the 
masseter muscle had become relaxed and* 
soft, and he was so much relieved, that at 
his own particular wish he went out, Nov. 
10, in order that he might labour for his 
family ; he was, however, directed to con- 
tinue the use of the wooden wedge for some 
time. He was able to take common diet, 
which had materially improved hiS strength, 
having previously lived a long time upon 
spoon-meat, from his inability to open the 
mouth : he eould also close the eye, which 
he had not done before for upwards of a 
year. 

“ Not. 2, 1829. Miss H., a young lady, 
residing about twenty miles from Leeds, 
had the misfortune, nine weeks ago, to fall 
and sprain her wrist, for the relief of which 
leeches and the usual applications were had 
recourse to, under the direction of a very 
respectable practitioner ; in a few days she 
was batter of the aprain, but the riug and 
litile-fiuger were permanently contracted, 
and she had lost the power of extending 
them ; to relieve this affection various means 


were had recourse" to Without affect; She 
then came to Leeds to place herself under 
my care. ¥ inding she had considerable pain 
upon pressure, iu the course of the ulnar 
nerve, I thought it advisable, previous to 
extending the fingers, to apply a small blis- 
ter (three inches long and one broad) above 
the wrist, and**in the direction of the nerve. 
The day following the fingers were gently 
extended ; dressings applied to the blister, 
a compress of lint, and a splint reaching from 
the extremity of the fingers a little beyond 
the wrist, was firmly secured by a bandage 
to keep them extended. Next day they 
were removed, the contraction of the flexors 
had ceased, she had the perfect use of her 
band, and had suffered no relapse up to the 
present time (June, 1830).’* 

TREATMENT OF PTOSIS. 

Ptosis, or falling of the upper eyelid, 
when dependent on paralysis of the levator 
palpebrae, has always, we believe, been re- 
garded as irremediable by any kind of ope- " 
ration ; and as it is often impossible to re- 
store the action of that muscle, the deformity 
necessarily remains during life, to the great 
annoyance of the patient, who is thus de- 
prived of the use of an eye, which is itself 
perfectly healthy. 

A very simple operation has, however, 
lately been proposed by Mr. Hunt, one of 
the surgeons to the Manchester Eye Infirm- 
ary, which, should it not always succeed 
in restoring the movements of th e Kd, may 
at least be expected to produce consider- 
able benefit. The principle upon which it 
was adopted, was that of bringing the lid 
under the influence of the .occipito-frontalis 
muscle, the anterior fibres of which gene- 
rally extend over the superciliary ridge. 

“ The operation is performed by dissect- 
ing off a fold of integument from the eyelid, 
and the difference from the usual way of pro- 
ceeding, consists iu the portion removed. 
The upper incision is made immediately 
below the line of hairs forming the eyebrow, 
and extends each way to a pcint opposite 
the commissures of the eyelids. In making 
the lower incision no precise direction can 
be given. It should approach within a 
short distance of the tarsal margin, varying 
in the extent of the portion included be- 
tween the two incisions, according to tbe 
greater or less degree of relaxation of the 
skin, which is different in any two Indi- 
viduals, and it should meet tbe upper in- 
cision at both extremities. When the in- 
tervening portion has been detached, the 
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divided edges should be. accurately suited 
by, at least, three suture*, and the wound 
dressed in the usual manner. The effect 
produced, when adhesion is perfected, is 
the attachment of the ejelid to that portion 
of the skin of the eyebrow upon which the 
occipito-frontalis acts, and by means of this 
attachment, substituting the action of this 
muscle in raising the eyelid for that of the 
levator, which is no longer capable of 
doing so. 

“ On the drst view of this mode of ope* 
rating, the deformity likely to be produced 
by the removal of to large a portion of skin 
in such a conspicuous situation, or the in* 
jury to the motion of the eyelid, may be 
urged by some, as reasons against its adop- 
tion. But to both these objections the fol- 
lowing case, in consequence of which the 
foregoing observations were made, Mil be 
an answer. 

** In removing a large and deeply-seated 
hydatid tumour from the left orbit of James 
Garside, a patient of the Eye Institution, 
about three years since, owing to the con- 
nexion of the levator palpebrm with . the 
diseased mass, that muscle was so much in- 
jured, that after the patient had perfectly 
recovered in every other respect, wbat then 
appeared an incurable falling of the eye- 
lid remained. Anxioua to remedy this evil 
(as the man possessed perfect vision upon 
raising the lid with the finger), when all 
tumefaction of the integuments had entirely 
disappeared, I removed an elliptical fold of 
skin in the usual way. The wound healed 
well, bat although a considerable portion 
had been included between the incisions, 
the effect upon the lid was hardly percepti- 
ble. The poor man, after waiting for tome 
w’eeks, was very solicitous to have another 
portion removed ; and it was more in com- 
pliance with his desire than from any ex- 
pectation of further benefit, that I at length 
consented to repeat the operation; Whilst 
deliberating on the portion to be remo/ed, 
it struck me that if it waa sufficiently near 
the eyebrow, the action of the occipito- 
frontalis which affects this part of the skin 
might also be available for raising the eye- 
lid, and fortunately the result fully justified 
t^e conjecture. The operation was per- 
formed as is described above, the wound 
United by adhesion, and the patient could 
raise his eyelid to the same extent as that 
Of the other aide. 

u It is also important to observe, that no 
deformity was produced, and that the eye 
*eouty be as perfectly closed as before the 
occurrence of the disease. Nor is this sur- 
prising, when we consider that there still 
remains the same extent of conjunctivalin- 
ing the lid as before, and that cicatrices in 
the eyelids, those caused by the operations 
for entropion for instance, are, after a short 


time, barely viaible, owing to the peculiar 
character of the skin in those situations.” 


NEURALGIA TREATED BV MOXX. 

The following cases of neuralgia treated 
by moxe, by Mr. J. A. Cooper of Bradford, 
we extract from Art. XI. — 

“ Cask I.— John Robinson, aged 32, by 
trade a wool-comber, applied to me in.tbe 
spring, 1827, for neuralgia of the sacro- 
ischiatic nerve, under which he had laboured 
above six months, be was quite emaciated 
from intensity of pain, lots of sleep and ap- 
petite. The remedies that were tried gave 
no relief till the moxa was applied, which 
immediately relieved the pain, and he w aa 
soon restored to his wonted health and 
vigour ; he has bad no relapse. 

“ Case II. — September 9th, 1827.— J. 
Hinchliffe, aged 50, has had severe pain 
along the whole course of the aacro-iscbiatic 
nerve some months, which has greatly im- 
paired his general health, no plan of treat- 
ment was of any avail till the moxa was ap- 
plied behind the trochanter, when the relief 
to the parts contiguous was immediate ; it 
required a repetition however before it be- 
came permanent in this part. The pain 
continued in the leg, notwithstanding the 
application of moxa twice to the hip ; this 
was also entirely removed by employing the 
same agent over the nerve. 

“ Case III. — Elizabeth Thomas, aged 
43, has had severe pain in the sacro-ischi- 
atic since December, 1828; in February, 
1830, I applied a moxa behind the tro- 
chanter, .which gave immediate ease. The 
pain still continued in the leg, for which a 
moxa was applied below the knfee, and waa 
followed with the same favourable result. 

*» Case IV.-— May, 1827 John Dobson, 
forty-five years of age, complains of pain 
along the parietes of the chest, which he 
has felt for several years, and which has 
progressed in spite of all remedies. On 
examination of the spiae, there waa con- 
siderable tenderness of the superior dorsal 
vertebrae, to this part a moxa was applied 
with oomplete success. 

“ Cases in confirmation of the efficacy of 
moxa in * neuralgia might be multiplied, but 
those briefly detailed will suffice to recom- 
meid it. as deserving of a more exteasive 
trial. So anifbrm has been the suecess of 
its application in my hands, that it ap- 
proaches almost as near to a specific, in that 
form of the disease under consideration, as 
bark is a specific in intermittent fever.” 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



CURIOUS CASE Of LACTATION.— ERYSIPELAS. 


SPONTANEOUS AT. AN 

ADVANCED AGE. 

The following case is communicated by 
Mr. George Semple, surgeon, of Shipley 
Hsll, near Bradford. Parallel phenomena are 
referred to as being recorded in the Philo- 
sophical Transactions, Vol. XX* 1674, and 
Vol. XXXI, 1739. “ It beautifully exem- 
plifies/' Mr. Semple observes, “ the power 
of sympathy or maternal feeling in re- 
exciting to action long-disused secretory 
Organs.” 

“ Mrs. B., Wife of John Broward, Simp- 
son-green, near Idle/ aged forty-mine, has 
borne eight or nine children, the youngest 
of whom is about twelve years old. About 
a year ago she lost a daughter-in-law, who 
died of puerperal inflammation about a fort- 
night after confinement of her first cbHd. 
On her death Mrs. B. took the charge of 
the infant— a little, puny, aickly baby. The 
child was so fretful and uneasy, so averse to 
taking any kind of food, and so troublesome, 
that Mrs. B., after several sleepless nights, 
was induced, by way of soothing, to permit 
her to tske the nipple of her breast into 
the mouth — the child was pleased and soon 
sunk to jrest,. and the old- lady of coarse 
continued to give her thik cheap and inno- 
cent sedative from time to time. In the 
course of from thirty to thirty-six hours 
she felt very unwell, her breasts became 
extremely painfulj considerably increased io 
size* and Soon after, to her otter astonish- 
ment, the lacteal fluid Was secreted, and 
poured forth in the same abundance as on 
former occasion* after confinement of her 
own children. The child, now a year old, is 
a fine healthy, thriving girl, and only a few 
days agO'I saw her eagerly engaged iri ob- 
taining an apparently abundant supply of 
healthy noorfebmetK from the same foun- 
tain, which, nearly twenty years since, 
poured forth its resources for the support of 
her father. Mrs. B# ie a stout healthy’ 
woman, and has continued to menstruate 
regularly f both since weaning her last cbild ; 
nearly, eleven years ago, and during the 
time she has suckled this little grandchild.” 

PHLEGMONOUS ERYSIPELAS. 

It ia greatly to be lamented that the term 
“ phlegmonous erysipelas ** should ever have 
been applied to that diffuse inflammation of 
the cellular tissue, the treatment of which 
lately attracted ao much attention and gave 
rise to so much controversy. This form of 
inflammation is very different from the 
phlegmonous erysipelas of Cullen, which is 


mutely the mew hciite &«* bf the true c*j . 
taneotts inflammation; yet of this disHnctiobi 
it wohld seem, many surgeon's are atill un- 
aware, and we are continually bearing or 
reading of instances where the two forms of 
disease had been completely confounded; 
ahd where the treatment, applicable Only id 
the One, has been condemned, befcause it 
failed in thee other. 

We have been led into these remarks on 
the present occasion, by an article in the 
last number of tire Midland Medical and 
Surgical Reporter, bf Mr. Middldtnore, of 
Birmingham. This gentleman, who divided 
erysipelas into four species, phlegmonous, 
biliary, cedematoua, and gangrenous, after 
describing the first of these as characterised 
by excessive redness of skin, large and very 
abundant vesications, &c. (evidently using- 
the term in its original acceptation, and not 
even alluding to the cellular or subcutaneous 
inflammation), when speaking of the treats 
ment, recommends ** otoe or two free inci- 
sions to be made into the most prominent 
parts of the swelling,” and discusses the 
question of the length to which such inci- 
sions should be extended, alluding to the . 
cases of Mr. Hutchison and Mr. Lawrence; 
which, as we have already observed, were 
quite distinct from his phlegmonous erysi- 
pelas. In the latter disease we have never 
seen incisions practised, and we should cer- 
tainly not be disposed to employ them. 
L'his disease depends, in most instances, 
rather on constitutional than on local causes, 
and may be most efficaciously relieved by 
general remedies, so that even if the treat- 
ment in question were not m other respects 
; injurious, it is, in this respect at least, ob- 
jectionable, that it causes much tinnecessary 
pain to the patient, and tends to protract the 
duration of the cure. In other respects, Mr. 
Middlemore’s description of symptoms id 
correct, and the treatment which he recom- 
mends judicious; but his treatise Contains 
little or no new information, and is we fear 
likely to do more harm than good, by contri-; 
buting to propagate an error already Coo 
widely extended. ’ 

On the remaining paptfs in the above" 
Journal, we shall not at present offer any' 
observations, 
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VOXfOHINO nr ARSENIC AMP WDAMOM* 

Mr. Jennings, of LeuusglM, hm de- 
imbed a case of this kind in the Mad »- 
cal an4 Physical Journal for October, in 
which the two substances appear in some 
measure to bare counteracted the affects of 
eaeb other. Wo are in peeeessiom of tbe 
details of a precisely similar case which 
occurred in Dublin some months since, and 
in which, the same modifying notion was 
particularly observed. Mr. Jennings saw 
the patient* a young woman, four beers 
after she had taken about three eonote of 
laudanum and two drachms of arsenic. 

“ At this time she had no pain in the 
stomach, bowels, or head j bad no heat or 
burning in the throat ; complained of no 
uneasiness when the abdomen was pressed 
upon, and was perfectly collected. She 
complained, however, of feeling tired and 
sleepy, which she said was occasioned by 
her having taken an emetic two hours be- 
fore I saw her, which had acted violently 
and tired her very much. Tbe only symp- 
toms which she bad, that were at all indica- 
tive of her having taken poison, were, that 
her eyes were bloodshot and heavy, and the 
pupils contracted ; she was rather disposed 
to sleep, the pulse was about 100, and the 
vomiting continued, perhaps, a little longer 
than might be expected from the effect of 
the emetic. Tbe symptoms btd not been 
more marked than at that time. In fact, so 
completely were all symptoms of poisoning 
by arsenic absent, that a physician and sur- 
geon, who saw her in about an hour after 
she had taken the poison, could not per- 
suade themselves * that she had token poison 
at all, though the girl had stated such to be 
the fact.** 

The stomach was freely evacuated by a 
second emetic. 

“ Bleeding from the jugular Tein, leeches, 
blisters, and cold affusion, were employed. 
The pdtient was kept constantly warning 
about. No alteration in the symptoms took 
place before half-pest seven o'clock, ex- 
cepting that she complained of being more 
dxowsy, gnd with greater difficulty was kept 
awake, frequently dropping asleep, even 
while walked about. About half-past seven 
o'clock, she once or twice complained of 
some para m tbe bowels, but there was no 
tenderness on pressure, and no pain in the 
stomach. The bowels acted once, very com- 
fortably, about this time. At eight o’clock 
she sunk into a state of coma, with dilated 
pupils and laborious breathing : before nine 
she died.” 

On examination of the body, the stomach 
was found in a healthy state, with the ex- 
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caption of two small rod patches near the 
pylorus ; tbe moooui membrane of tbe duo- 
denum was throughout of a light- pink co- 
lour, that of the jejunum was highly inject- 
ed, and presented numerou* patches of an 
intensely red colour. “ In the ileum, the 
appearances of inflammation were less 
marked than in the jejunum, but it pre- 
sented several patches acutely inflamed 
No ulceration of the small intestines could 
be detected. The caecum tad colon were 
healthy. There were not any uloers ia tbe 
rectum, nor any other disease of that part." 
The greeter part of the artefeie bad been 
rejected by vomiting, and the fluid found fo 
the stomach exhibited only a alight trage of 
it; a sufficient quantity, however, way 
found ia the small intestines, to obtain it im 
its metallic state. It ia remarkable, that 
notwithstanding the large quantity ef opium 
taken, no smell of it was perceptible In the 
fluids discharged after (be second emetic, not f 
in the contents of the stomach after death* , 


ATTENDANCE OW MIDWIFERY OX SKS, 

At a general meeting of the members 
of The Derbyshire MedieeU end Smgimi # 
Society held on tbe 10th ineU, present Dr. 
Forester, in the ohair, Dr* Bent, Dr* Fox, 
Mr. Eaton, Mr. Wright, Mi. Bennett, Mr. 
Webater, Mr. D. Fex, Mr. Huggins,. Mr. 
H. Haden, Mr. Borough, Mr* Johnson* and > 
Mr. Gisborne, a series of resolutions to tbe 
following effect were passed 

That the Society hm decided, that to 
attend midwifery cases for % leas sum than 
ten shillings and sixpence, is a gross viola- 
tion of its rules, and that such a praetioe ia 
derogatory to the . profession. — That the 
members of the Society pledge themselves i 
to hold no medical cemmunioation with any 
person violating the same, except in their , 
official situations as officers of the dispen- , 
sary. — And that every member a! o pledges 
himself not to meet, professionally, .any me- 
dical man, whether physician or general 
practitioner, who is known to have held 
professional intercourse with any one who 
has violated the above rule. 


CHARGES FOR MEDICAL AftRVDANCE. 

To the Editor of The Laucet. 

Sir, — At a constant reader of your vataa- ‘ 
Me Journal, and on asdeat admirer of your 
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fEES AT NEWCASTLE. 


unceasing efforts to procure a reform in 
medical politics, I would take the liberty of 
asking, What are the powers with which the 
Apothecaries’ Company are now armed, as 
their emendatory Act of 1815 has, 1 believe, 
now expired As it is universally admitted, 
that the constitution of every medical cor- 
poration in the British dominions is “ cor- 
rupt and rotten as Denmark,” it appears to 
me that the present period is a fit opportu- 
nity to petition the Legislature to adopt 
such measures as will effectually suppress 
quackery and protect the regularly-educated 
surgeon in the legitimate exercise of his 
profession, from the inroads of empiricism 
and the talons of corporate avarice ; and if 
you were to use your pen and influence in 
originating petitions to the legislature on 
this subject, I have no doubt that surgeons 
in every quarter of the British dominions 
would follow your example. 

- While the pen it in my hand I cannot 
forego the opportunity of congratulating 
your readers upon the spirit of reform and 
independence which is disseminated among 
the profession, and I am happy to observe, 
that the practitioners of Newcastle have 
taken up the subject of fees. 1 have always 
thought that the want of a definite scale of | 
charges is the grand cause of the jealousy 
and hostility which exist amongst practi- 
tioners ; and when you contrast the medical 
with the legal profession, no one, I think, 
will deny the position. Barristers and soli- 
citors, however unequal their rank in their 
profession, and however opposed to each 
other in a court of law, charge the same 
for their professional services, and when out 
of the pale of that sanctuary and arena of 
rivalry, are united in the strongest ties of 
friendship. Amongst medical practitioners 
I am sorry to say an opposite feeling pre- 
vails, for here we too frequently find envy, 
jealousy, and a desire to depreciate and un- 
dervalue the labours of our professional bre- 
thren, prominent traits in the character of 
many medical men. 

In accordance with these sentiments the 
following scale of charges is submitted to 
the profession, and if generally adopted and 
strictly adhered to, it would tend to unite all 
the members of the profession in the closest 
friendship, and to disperse that feeling of 
petty rivalry and jealousy which now so 
unhappily prevails : — • 

Tor a consultation with another practitioner, 
or one visit to a first class patient, resid- 
ing two or three miles from the residence 
of the practitioner, — half a sovereign. 


• This Act is still in force. It was the Declara- 
tory Act passed on the 6th of July, 182o, which has 
expired. Enough of the Act of 1815 will he found in 
our present Number.— Ed. L, 


Four visits to a first-class patient, not ex- 
ceeding one mile from the residence of 
the practitioner,— one sovereign, equiva- 
lent to 5s, per visit. 

Eight visits to a second class patient, dis- 
tance not exceeding one mile, — one sove- 
reign, equivalent to 2 s. 6d, per visit. 

For sixteen visits to a third-class patient, 
distance not exceeding one mile, one 
sovereign, equivalent to Is. 3 d, per visit ; 

Less than this last sum, I think no prac- 
titioner ought to charge, as there are in- 
firmaries and dispensaries in every town 
for affording relief to the needy and indi- 
gent. 

Midwifery cases might also be charged, 

| according to the above scale, including at- 
! tendance for one month after accouchement, 
four sovereigns, two sovereigns, and one 
I sovereign ; but when the distance is great, 
or extraordinary labour and attendance are 
required, one half of these fees to be sur- 
charged. Other charges for professional 
services might also be framed on the same 
ratio. 

You will, perhaps, be grieved to learn, 
that some practitioners in this town are so 
dastardly in their conduct, as by sneaking, 
charging every patient, rich and poor alike, 
one shilling per visit only, and by receiving 
those fees in weekly instalments of three 
pence and sixpence , to undersell and under- 
mine the respectable practitioner, and 
thereby render the profession quite con- 
temptible, by setting their labour at a less 
price than the most wretched and miserable 
cad ; but, as a counterpart to this, it is 
gratifying to know, that Mr. Ransome, Mr. 
Wilson, Mr. Turner, Mr. Whatton, and 
some others, practise their profession as a 
liberal and scientific art, and in such a 
manner, that their patients can appreciate 
and duly estimate the blessings and value of 
the healing art. 

I am, Sir, 

Your constant reader and admirer. 

Omega. 

Manchester, Dec. 15, 1830. 

P.S. Under first-class patients, I would 
include those who have 400/. or 500/. per 
annum and upwards ; in the second class, 
those who have 20 01, or 3 00/. per annum ; 
and jn the third class, those who have 100/. 
or 1 50 /. per annum. 1 would designate those 
as fourth-class patients who receive medi- 
cines and attendance from charitable insti- 
tutions. 
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THE LANCET. 

London , Saturday , January 1, 1831. 

If men who have not enjoyed the advan- 
tages of a scholastic education,-— if men 
who hate been bom and bred in ignorance, 
who hare been preached into a state of 
passive obedience, at last turn round upon 
their oppressors, arise to avenge their 
wrongs and to recover their rights, how 
natural is it that men of character and educa- 
tion, of discernment and experience, should 
be impatient under insults, and resolve to 
humiliate their persecutors, and restrain, 
either by the power of public opinion, or 
by the enactments of a constitutional law, 
the avaricious cravings of hungry monopo- 
lists ! The analyses which we have lately 
laid before the profession of the various 
medical statutes, have produced their effect ; 
the members of the profession are in a state 
of revolution, they are at length resolved 
that the colleges, if they cannot benefit those 
whom they were intended to serve, shall no 
longer neglect, degrade, and persecute them. 
The bare word innovation carries with it 
so many terrors to weak minds, and to per- 
sons in the decline of years, who, from the 
sinking energies of nature, feel disposed to 
sit down quietly under any weight of obli- 
gation, however severe, that those who 
undertake the great work of reform must 
sound again and again the trumpet of alarm, 
before the banners of justice and of inde- 
pendence can boast of being unfurled over 
the heads of many energetic and courageous 
supporters. A few years ago the medical 
colleges were so powerful, the oligarchs 
who flourished and fed in them appeared to 
be so safely, so firmly, seated on their downy 
couches of corruption,— were so influential 
in name, so powerful in connexion, so awful 
in anger, and so bounteous in patronage, that 
complaints against these bodies were only 
heard in whispers ; none dared openly to raise 
their voices against the tyranny that was 
exercised by them, lest the speakers might 
furnish new victims for the instruments of 
oppression. How changed are the times ! 
At least, how changed are the opinions and 
conduct of the persecuted ! A slavish adu- : 

No, 303. 


lation and submission are no longer yielded 
to self-perpetuating councils, to tyrannical 
courts of examiners. A strong spirit of hos- 
tility has risen up in place of a senseless sub- 
mission to arbitrary power; and if the colleges 
be not destroyed, the incorporated will bo 
indebted for their safety to those very in- 
dividuals whom, a short time since, they 
affected to despise. 

In the scheme which we should propose 
for regenerating the profession, there would 
be none of the machinery employed in the 
present medical corporations ; the whole 
would be a new construction, and founded, 
as far as medicine ia concerned at least, upon 
a new basis. Anxious as are the members 
of the profession to enter at once upon the 
active duties of a new institution, we must 
beg of them to restrain their impatience for 
a while, in order that they may fully com- 
prehend the absurdities and monopolies 
with which medical statutes every-where 
abound, and no- where more abundantly than 
in the Apothecaries* Act of 1816. 

In the last Lancet our analysis ended 
with the conclusion of the fifth clause. We 
now arrive at the sixth, which relates to 
the appointment of deputy masters and de- 
puty wardens, who may be chosen from the 
court of assistants by the master and warden 
for the time being, and all lawful acts and 
matters done by these deputies, are de- 
clared to be as good, valid, and effectual, as 
if done by the master and wardens respec- 
tively. The power thus conferred is not 
without its advantages, as it affords the best 
security against inefficient courts, from pau- 
city of numbers. Non-attendance of the 
court on the prescribed days might have 
proved extremely prejudicial to the interests 
of the applicants for licenses. 

The seventh clause confirms the power 
which had been granted to the master and 
wardens by the charter of James I. 

In the eighth we find that no act of the 
master and wardens of the Society shall be 
deemed to be good or valid, unless the same 
shall have been executed at some assembly 
or meeting holden by the master, war- 
dens, and Society, in the hall of the said 
Society ; and that all power and authority 
granted by the Act shall be executed by the 
master, wardens, and assistants, or by the 
major part who shall attend at any such as- 
sembly or meeting to be holden as aforesaid 
HH 
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(that iat6 lay, “in the hall”). The num- 
ber present at auch meeting ia not to be less 
than thirteen, of which number the master 
ia to be one. 

In the ninth danse, the regulations re- 
specting the examiners are to be found. 
Twelve persons, properly qualified, as be- 
fore mentioned, are directed to be appointed 
by the master, wardens, and assistants, for 
t!he time being, (having also the power to 
remove them from time to time, as they may 
deem advisable,) and such appointed per- 
sons, or any seven of them, shall be called 
the Court of Examiners of the Society of 
Apothecaries, or the major part of them pre- 
sent at any meeting, having full power to 
examine all apothecaries and assistants 
to apothecaries throughout England and 
Wales, and to grant or refuse such certifi- 
cates as thereinafter is mentioned. The 
court is required to meet once, at least, in 
every week, for the purpose of such exami- 
nations. 

The provisions of this and of the fourth 
clause appear to have occasioned some in- 
convenience to the company, and to have 
led even to legal disputes. A short article 
on the subject appeared a few weeks back in 
The Times, It will call for a few remarks 
on another occasion. 

The tenth , eleventh , and twelfth clauses 
relate merely to die oath taken by the exa- 
miners on their entering office. 

It is further stipulated, that the exami- 
ners shall not continue in office for a longer 
period than one year, but on going out, they 
are deemed eligible candidates for re-elec- 
tion. 

By the thirteenth clause, in case of death, 
the surviving members of the court are em- 
powered hy a new election to supply the 
vacancy. 

The fourteenth clause prohibits any one 
ffom practising as an apothecary in Eng- 
land or Wales, without a certificate of qua- 
lification from the court of examiners. 

And in the fifteenth, it is provided that 
npcandidateshall .be admitted to examina- 
tion unless he shall have attained the full 
age of twenty-one years, and has served an 
apprenticeship of not less than five years to 
an apothecary, and he must produce testi- 
monials to. the satisfaction of the court of a 
sufficient medical education, and good moral 
conduct* 


AU the prosecutions which have taken 
place under this Act, have been founded on 
the last two clauses. 

The sixteenth directs that those persons 
who intend to apply to be examined, should 
give notice to the clerk of the court of exa- 
miners indicating that intention. 

The seventeenth declares that it is unlaw- 
ful for any person to act as au assistant to 
an apothecary in compounding or dispensing 
medicines, without having undergone an 
examination by the court of examiners. 
Persons who acted as assistants to apothe- 
caries before the first of August, 1815, are 
exempt from the penalties of this clause. 

How many assistants , we should like to 
know, have been examined by this zealous 
and worshipful court of examiners 1 Verily 
they have proved themselves trusty servants ! 

The eighteenth enacts, that it shall and 
may be lawful for the said master and war- 
dens to appoint five apothecaries in any 
county of England and Wales, except 
within thirty miles of London ; and the five 
apothecaries so appointed, shall have full 
power and authority, and are hereby autho- 
rized to examine all assistants to apotheca- 
ries throughout such county, and to grant or 
refuse certificates ; and these county courts 
were to be held monthly in the county 
towns ; no measures being valid unless exe- 
cuted at such meeting. That the powers in 
this act vested in the five may be executed 
by the majority, if the meeting be held ac- 
cording to law. ' 

Here we get at another worthy trait in 
the character of the Worshipful Company. 
Where are the county courts appointed by 
the Society 1 In what county are there 
five apothecaries qualified under this Act 
to examine assistants, and to grant li- 
censes! In truth, the Society, so far as 
we are informed, lias never appointed a 
single county court ; — and, we believe, for 
this disgraceful reason, that the company in 
London would gain nothing by the fees paid 
for such licenses ; as those fees must of 
necessity go into the pockets of the provin- 
cial examiners. Oh! it is indeed a trading 
company ! 

The nineteenth clause informs us, that for 
every license granted to a person intend- 
ing to practise in, or within ten miles of, 
London, the sum of ten guineas shall be 
paid to the master, warden, and Society, 
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but Or practicing in every other part of 
England or Wales, the sutn of six guineas 
is required ; the possessor of a certificate at 
the latter price, however, is not entitled to 
practise in, or within ten miles of, London, 
until he shall have paid to the said master, 
wardens, and Society, the further sum of 
ibur guineas. Each assistant is to pay for 
his certificate the sum of two guineas. 

In the twentieth clause it is enacted, that 
** Any person acting or practising as an 
apothecary in any part of England or Wales, 
without having first obtained such certificate 
as aforesaid, shall for every offence pay the 
sum of twenty pounds ; and if any person 
(excepting persons who have actually served 
the above apprenticeship as aforesaid) shall 
act as an assistant to compound or dispense 
medicines, without having obtained a certi- 
ficate, he shall, for every such offence, pay 
the sum of five pounds.” 

In the twenty-first clause, it is enacted 
that no apothecary shall be allowed to re- 
cover any charges claimed by him in any 
court of law, unless such apothecary shall 
prove on the trial, that he was in practice 
as an apothecary prior to the 1st of August, 
1815, or that be has obtained a certifi- 
cate as above to practise as an apothecary. 
Thus an apothecary is prohibited from re- 
covering compensation for any charges 
made by him, whether professional or 
otherwise, for that is the letter of the law, 
unless he have obtained a certificate from 
the Worshipful Company. 

The twenty -second clause relates to re- 
jected candidates, whether assistants or li- 
centiate*. The suitor for the license, on 
bis being rejected, is not deemed qualified 
fer a second examination until six months 
have elapsed. The assistant is admissible 
to re-examination at the expiration of three 
months, when, it is said, the “ five apothe- 
caries in any county or counties as aforesaid 
shall be qualified to grant such person his 
certificate.” 

In the twenty-thWd clause, it is provided 
that the master and wardens shall .make 
annually, and cause to be printed, an exact 
list of all persons who shall in that year! 
have obtained a certificate to practise as an : 
apothecary, with their respective residences 
attached to their respective names. The 
Society complied with this stipulation agree- 
a% to the spirit, as well as to the letter, of 
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the act, during some fite of Six years, hut 
finding that the profession and the pnblic 
began to talk rather loudly of the enormous 
sums of money with which the examiners 
were enabled to enrich their coffers as a 
reward for their very slender duties, they 
endeavoured to screen themselves from such 
remarks,- by mixing up the names of the 
new with those of the old licentiates, and 
thus, instead of publishing annually a list 
merely of those who had passed during the 
year , they cunningly published a general 
list. Now, from the number of deaths 
that take place, it is next to impossible to 
ascertain how tnueh the company tnfcy hive 
profited by their exertions, continued for an 
hour or two on the Thursday of each week. 
As the worshipful gentlemen are So scrupu- 
lous in furnishing any accounts of their 
dealings, we epprehend it Will be necessary 
to apply to parliament for certain “ re- 
turns.” It really ought to be- generally 
known, whether such industrious, seal ©us 
labourers have been duly rewarded for 
their amices. 

The twenty -fourth clause declares, with 
regard to the appropriation of the moaey 
received from the granting of tbs certifi- 
cates, “ that it sbdll belong to, and be appro- 
priated and disposed of by, the master, 
wardens, and Society of Apothecaries as 
aforesaid, iu such manner as they shall, 
from time to time, direct and deem meat ex- 
pedient.” They have, of course, thought it 
most expedient to direct it into their own 
pockets. 

The twenty fifth clause enacts, that the 
money arising from convictions, and the re* 
covery of penalties for offences against the' 
Act, shall, one half of it, be given to the 
t€ informer,” and one half as above. 

On the subject of penalties and forfeitures, 
the twenty-sixth clause declares that if they 
exceed the sum of five pounds, they shall 
be recovered by action at law ; but if the 
penalty or forfeiture shall amount to less 
than five pounds , then the same shall be 
recovered by distress and sale of the goods 
of the offender, by warrant from a justice of 
the peace ; and should there be an insuffi- 
ciency of goods, the same justice may com- 
mit the offender to the county jail for one 
calendar month* Such is the law which we 
occasionally obtain from the collective wis- 
dom of the nation. Such are the principles 
HHS 
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of equity upon which much of our statute- 
law is founded. If a master be fined twenty 
pounds, the money can only be recovered 
by action at law ; that is, if he think proper 
to resist the demand, or if it be not conve- 
nient for him to discharge the amount. But 
the poor assistant is pounced upon at once ; 
he cannot submit his case to a jury. Upon 
the evidence of an informer being satisfac- 
tory to a magistrate, the fine must be in- 
stantly paid, or the offender submit to be in- 
carcerated in a dungeon. 

The twenty -seventh is a clause to protect 
the agents of the company from the con se- 
quences' of any irregular proceedings, in 
levying distresses, in executing of warrants, 
&c. dec. 

As we are so constantly consulted upon 
the provisions of the two following clauses, 
we shall extract them verbatim. 

. They are the twenty-eighth and twenty- 
ninth, and run thus : — 

• “ Provided always, and be it further 
enacted, that nothing in this Act contained 
shall extend, or be construed to extend, to 
prejudice, or in any way to affect, the trade 
or business of a chemist and druggist, in the 
buying, preparing, compounding, dispens- 
ing, and vending drugs, medicines, and me- 
dicinable compounds, wholesale and retail ; 
but all persons using or exercising the said 
trade or business, or who shall or may here- 
after use or exercise the same, shall and may 
use, exercise,' and carry on the Same trade 
or business in such manner, and as fully and 
amply to all intents and purposes, as the 
same trade or business was used, exercised, 
or carried on by chemists and druggists be- 
fore the passing of this Act. 

° Provided always, and be it further 
enacted, that nothing in this Act contained 
shall extend, or be construed to extend, to 
lessen, prejudice, or defeat, or in anywise 
to interfere with any of the rights, authori- 
ties, privileges, and immunities heretofore 
vested in, and exercised and enjoyed by 
either of the two Universities of Oxford or 
Cambridge, the Royal College of Physicians, 
the Royal College of Surgeons, or the said 
Society of Apothecaries respectively, other 
than and except such as shall or may have 
been altered, varied, or amended, in and by 
this Act, or of any person or persons prac- 
tising as an apothecary previously to the 
first day of August, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifteen ; but the said Universities, 
Royal Colleges, and the said Society, and 
all such persons or person, shall have, use, 
exercise, and enjoy all such rights, authori- 
ties, privileges, and immunities, save and 
except as aforesaid, in as full, ample, and 


beneficial a manner, to all intents and par- 
poses, as they might have done before the 
passing of this Act, and in case the same 
had never been passed." 

There are only two other clauses to no- 
tice ; one of these provides that no action 
or suit shall be brought or prosecuted 
against the Company or any of its agents 
if the alleged offence have been committed 
more than six months, and every action or 
suit is to be instituted in the county where 
the matter in dispute may arise, and not 
elsewhere, and if the action shall have been 
brought without having given twenty -one 
days* notice to the company or to the com- 
pany's agent, or in any other county than 
that in which the offence was committed, 
then, and in every such case, the jury 
shall find for the defendant and defendants, 
and the Worshipful Company is in that case 
to be entitled to double costs. 

The concluding clause declares, that the 
Act is a public one, and shall be judicially 
received as such by all judges and justices, 
without being specially pleaded. 

On thus investigating the clauses of this 
extraordinary Act of Parliament, one is 
shocked to think that such a disgraceful do- 
cument could ever have experienced the 
sanction of the legislature. The spirit of the 
Act is mercenary; its powers are uncon- 
stitutional ; and its conditions are ignorant, 
contradictory, and arbitrary. It is as unfitted 
for the government of the members of the 
medical profession, as the Examiners of the 
Company are unequal to give dignity and 
importance to the profession. The Act, in 
truth, has failed in every-thing except in 
proving vexatious to students and profitable 
to the Company. As to protection to the 
profession, it affords none. It is so igno- 
rantly drawn up, it is so loose in grammati- 
cal construction, that every clause contains 
a hole through which a coach-and-six might 
be driven. The Company dare not prose- 
cute pure surgeons, dare not prosecute pure 
physicians, dare not prosecute the dub- 
apothecaries, dare not prosecute the apothe- 
cary-chemist, dare not prosecute druggists, 
dare not prosecute the most notorious, the 
most infamous, the most villauous, of 
quacks ! Its prosecution of unqualified 
practitioners has scarcely advanced one step 
beyond the stable ; for » few farriers, who 
had unwittingly prescribed for humans,” 
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are the only persons who hive encountered 

the Company’s hostility. 

After what we have stated, is it not the 
grossest insult that can be offered to com- 
mon sense, to say that the Apothecaries’ 
Act is a proper measure of protection for the 
medical profession 1 Founded upon a trad- 
ing principle, and its powers carried into 
execution by a trading Company, it is as ill 
calculated tor the wants and the respecta- 
bility of the profession, and to give a proper 
security to the public against the lawless 
pretensions of unqualified practitioners, as 
would be the most miserable instrument that 
human imbecility could fabricate. We shall 
make it our business to ascertain the amount 
of money which has been pocketed by the I 
Company for carrying into partial effect 
the absurd provisions of this Act. We say I 
partial effect, because the Worshipful So- 
ciety has not obstructed the unqualified 
practitioners, because it has not instituted 
examinations for apothecaries’ assistants, 
because it has not instituted county courts 
for the examination of apothecaries’ assist- 
ants, and because it has deviated from what- 
ever is indicated of a liberal spirit in the 
Act, by fettering medical students with cer- 
tificate “ regulations,” which are at once 
irrational and extortionate. Aye, extor- 
tionate ! Yet for this very deed, this levy 
upon the purse, the Company was the other 
day lauded by a most influential morning 
paper. The editor, probably, was not aware 
that the money paid for certificates is often 
pocketed by the near relatives and intimate 
friends of the court of examiners. This 
liberal journal unblushingly gave its sanc- 
tion to a direct money -tax upon the impor- 
tation of knowledge. The editor, however, 
is a mere political weathercock ; propel him 
from the north, he points to the south ; press 
him slightly from the east, and away goes 
his nose to the west ; in a word, within 
one month he is to be found at all points of 
the compass ; so that it is not unlikely, that 
in a few weeks he will be denouncing the 
Company as a set of mercenary knaves. 

The Company will contend, as an excuse 
for some portion of their negligence, that 
the powers of the Act are not adequate to 
the accomplishment of those objects which 
were contemplated when it received the 
support of Parliament. We claim this ad- 
mission as another powerful point that must 


be urged for the repeal of the Act. The 
measure is altogether inoperative, and ever 
must remain so if it continue in its present 
shape. If, then. Parliament will not inter- 
fere to relieve the profession from such an 
odious enactment, the members themselves 
must see whether, with intelligence and jus- 
tice on their side, they are not sufficiently 
strong to oppose a successful resistance to 
the almost powerless instruments of a defec- 
tive law. A reformed Parliament would 
not permit such an enactment to disgrace 
the pages of the statute-book a single month ; 
but a reformed Parliament would include 
some members of the medical profession, 
who would apply all their talents and ener- 
gies to the hideous abuses which abound in 
our medical corporations. Is it not disgust- 
ing, sickening, torturing, to reflect that che- 
mists and druggists are allowed by this Act 
to enjoy privileges which are tightly with- 
held from the members of the College of 
Surgeons, from ihe medical graduates of all 
the universities 1 Can any-thing be more 
preposterous, more unjust, more insulting 1 
The day, however, is not far distant, when 
the members of the profession will be re- 
lieved from so odious a tyranny. The 
power is in their own hands, and we look 
forward to the result of their generous and 
independent exertions with that pleasure 
and confidence which it may be readily 
supposed we feel in the sucoessful progress 
of the great cause of medical reform. 


A Society, which has long existed in 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, known by the name of 
The Medico-Chirurgical, continues to hold 
its meetings once or twice a month ; and it 
has contrived, through purchases atod con- 
tributions, to collect a very large and va- 
luable library, to which the members occa- 
sionally resort. On the stated evenings of 
meeting a paper is read by some one of the 
members, and afterwards the facts and 
opinions advanced by the author are dis- 
cussed by those members who may happen 
to be present. Some of these papers are 
collected occasionally, and published, and 
are entitled “ The Transactions of the 
Medico-Chirurgical Society of London.” 
Mark ! only some of the papers read are 
printed and published , and no account what- 
ever of ihe facts and opinions elicited during 
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the discussions ; ih a word, the Society science end the welfare 6f posterity, bfrf- 
does not publish any reports of its proceed- ginates in what many people would allege 
ings. Believing that this institution was to be no more than ' an excusable love of 
founded upon liberal principles, founded self. Publicity is the touchstone of merit 
upon a desire to dissemiuate amongst the and truth. On its having been remarked to 
members of the profession in this and in all our friend Joe Burns, that Hutchison had 
other countries, any valuable truths which objected to the publication of his speeches, 
might be discovered from time to time by *• Well,” said Joe, «• Hutchison's objection 
the numerous experienced physicians and does not arise from any selfish feeling, for 
surgeons of whom it is partly composed, we he himself has no speech to make;” and 
have, on several occasions, requested a Mr. Burns expressed his belief that Mr. 
gentleman to attend for this Journal, in order Hutchison had been urged to advance the 
that we might convey to the members of objection at the earnest request of some 
the profession generally such matters ns the fabricator of cases and cures,— some egotis- 
speakers might deem worthy the attention tical cure-all. In conclusion, we would ask 
of the Society. There is, we' understand, a this Society to point out the difference 
by-law to the effect, that it shall hot be between the conduct of a quack, and that of 
permitted for any gentleman to report the a regular practitioner. Does not the first 
discussions ; but on several occasions it has boast of the possession of a secret ? does not 
been stated to us by individual members, the regular practitioner boast of communi- 
tbat the by-law bad become obsolete, and eating his knowledge ? The quack affirnis 
that the majority deeply regretted that such that his secret remedy will cure all diseases, 
a narrow-minded regulation had ever been but his own must be the ministering hand ; 
framed or acted upon. 'Relying upon these the patient is only to obtain ease at a cost 
statements, we have often published accounts of so much the hour. The regular prnc- 
of the proceedings ; not, however, because titioner, of liberal education, the moment 
we thought there was anything of intrinsic that he has made a discovery, publishes it t6 
value in the reports, but because they formed the world for the benefit of all mankind. In 
a species of news which, as medical jour- its proceedings, therefore, does not the 
nalists^we considered ought to‘ be laid be- Medico- Chirurgical assume the character of* 
fora the profession. The Society commenced a society of quacks? 

iU sittings for the present session on Tues- In expressing au earnest hope that the 
day eveping, Dec. 14, when a paper on obnoxious by-law will be speedily taken 
Epilepsy was read by Dr. Symes. A gen- into consideration at a general meeting of 
tleman attended on the part of this Journal ; the members, we shall for the present quit 
bul the womept that he commenced taking the subject, 
notes of the discussion, objections were „ m 

offered by a member of the Society, an iudi- Had our < < aBC< . 8 t 0 M,” whose “ wisdom ” 
vidual of the name of Hu|chi^on. is passing into a proveib of oontempt, inr 

Kow this Mr. Hutchison must believe tended to impede the progress of medical 
that bis opinion# oa medical subjects either acience, they oould not have adopted a more 
are, at are not, worth bearing. If the effectual plan for that purpose than its union 
fopmur, bis liberality in, their diffusion ex- with the study of divinity. &o different 
tends only to the walls of the huilding in indeed from each other are these two pur r 
which they rosy be uttered ; if the latter , he suits in tbeir nature and manner of oultivs- 
knows that tbeir publication would expose tion, that it is quite impossible the former 
him to the contempt and ridicule of the pro- should be under the dominion of the teachers 
fesaion. Fromoae of the horns of this di- of the latter without suffering from such a 
lemma he cannot extricate himself. Mr. Hut- connexion. Yet -we can readily understand 
chisoa, we apprehend, in making bis election bow this unfortueate alliance was effected, 
for concealment, exercises* sound discretion, and medical science placed under the chil- 
He shrewdly guesses, that in the fidelity of ling patronage of the church. During the 
the reports he would behold his own cari- -darkness of the middle ages, medicine, like 
cature. His disregesd far the interest# of the. other arts and sst en ce s , was almost exr 
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durively studied by the ministers of reli- 
gion, who thus, by a benevolent arrange- 
ment of functions, united in their persons 
the cure of the sick and the cure of souls. 
It was natural enough, therefore, that this 
science should have been committed to their 
tutelage by the fouuders of our universities ; 
but though this sch erne might appear rational , 
and was perhaps unavoidable at the time, 
there were numerous objections to its adop- 
tion even at that early period. Long before 
the foundation of our colleges, or the transfer 
of the destinies of medicine to the profes- 
sors of these ecclesiastical corporations, the 
priesthood had been prohibited the practice 
of, and were necessarily disqualified for, su~ 
periniending the tuition of the medical pro* 
fession. Admitting that they had been 
willing to discharge, they must therefore 
have been incompetent to, the duties in- 
trusted to them ; but besides their incom- 
petency for the guardianship of this 
Bcience, there were many reasons which 
induced them not only to consider it as 
a secondary object of their corporate 
concerns, but even to look on it with feel- 
iugs of hostility. No sooner had this sci- 
ence begun to develop the mysteries of na- 
ture, than the facts which it brought to 
light were construed into so many contra- 
dictions of revealed religion, and itself con- 
sidered as opposed to the interests and sta- 
bility of the church. In this collision of 
faith and fact, it is easy to conjecture the 
conduct, when we recollect the sensitive 
spirit of the church, when their dogmas or 
their interests happened to be called in 
question. The power which they possessed 
was turned against the “ science of in- 
fidelity,-’ as it had been opprobriously de- 
nominated; its doctrines denounced, and 
it* professors persecuted. Nor can we 
wonder at this crusade against science, 
when we reflect on the spiritual and tern- 
poral motives excited in the minds of its 
authors, by their education and means of 
living. The basis of their studies was 
deemed perfect, neither admitting of doubt 
as to their truth, nor change in the mode of 
their tuition. After an admission of this kind, 
it requires but little exercise of the reason- 
ing faculties to conclude, that the manner 
in which souls were saved one year, would 
answer equally well for the neat, so that 
every ptoepectef iaaovatioa on the statute* 


4U 

book of die universities was excluded by this 
obvious but pernicious conclusion. Like 
the wit who inferred that there should be 
but one dish for dinner from the ecclesiastical 
syllogism, that there was but one heaven, one 
baptism, one true church, they come natu- 
rally to the determination that there should 
be but one system of education in the insti- 
tutions over which they presided. What 
heaven inspired, the selfishness of man con- 
firmed ; as the ministers of this system were 
certainly gainers by such an order of things, 
they were resolved not to risk the tem- 
poral advantages which it secured them 
by committing the statute -book of the uni- 
versities to the rash hand of experiment. 
Tithes and benefactions, church-lands and 
mortgages on the living and the dead, were 
of too divine an origin and of too earthly a 
value to be put in jeopardy by the diffusion 
of intelligence and improvements in educa- 
tion. A body of men educated in this sys- 
tem and actuated by these motives saw no 
necessity for an alteration of the statute re- 
lating to education, or if they did, they had 
too many substantial inducements to adopt 
those measures which reason and the wants 
of science might have suggested. They 
were, therefore, unwilling to evince a prece- 
dent of innovation even in the profane 
sciences, lest the example might be turned 
into an argument for changes in thst sys- 
tem upon which their subsistence de- 
pended. Medical science required, how- 
ever, a very different description of patron? 
and of regulations for its encourage- 
ment and cultivation. Depending on 
experiment and observation for Us iur 
provement ; changing at almost every 
step of its progress, it required the greatest 
latitude of discussion, gradual modifications 
in the manner of its diffusion, and the 
utmost liberality as well as exertion h> its 
cultivators. Of all these advantages it wan 
completely deprived under the regulations 
of its ecclesiastical patrons ; hospitals, dis- 
secting-rooms, laboratories, and all the 
other means by which medicine might be 
beneficially cultivated, were either alto- 
gether absent, or imperfectly conducted. 

| That this spirit of hoetilUy to medical 
science has not been removed from the 
minds of the individuals composing our 
ecclesiastical corporations by the increasing 
liberality of the age, one modern instance 
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will suffice out of many which we might 
adduce, if the limits of these papers would 
admit of such digressions. Doctor Chyle, late 
Provost of the University of Dublin, was so 
shocked at the contents of modem medical 
works, that he atone time determined to ex- 
clude them from the University library, lest 
they might corrupt the pure morals of the ec- 
clesiastical students ! Why he did not carry 
this singular resolution into effect we have 
not learned ; but we believe we can state 
for certain that he accomplished another 
measure equally absurd and insulting to the 
medical profession, during his administra- 
tion. Before the erectiou of the new suite 
of lecture-rooms devoted to the instruction 
of the medical sciences in that institution, 
it was customary for the students in medicine 
to go to lecture through the entrance to the 
College from College Green ; but in order 
to draw a line of separation between the 
students in medicine and those of divinity, 
the medical lecture-rooms were completely 
cutoff by a wall from all communication with 
the other buildings of the University, and 
the pupils obliged to enter the lecture-r. oms 
by a back gate in Nassau-street ! The 
taiotives-assigned for this insolent arrange- 
ment, were, that the morals of the divinity 
students would be contaminated by any 
communication with medical pupils ! In- 
structed by the history of the past, that 
medicine has pined under the yoke of the 
church, and admonished by its present con- j 
duct, that this spirit of hostility still per- 
vades its councils, what conclusion are we 
to come to on a dispassionate consideration 
of this infelicitous connexion of medicine 
with theology in our universities? We 
confess we can discover no alternative — no 
other remedy for this national evil, than a 
total and eternal separation of these disso- 
nant pursuits, which can never be cultivated 
with advantage under a similar system of 
instruction. Without some such complete 
emancipation of medicine from the fetters 
in which it has been bound by the church in 
this country, we are convinced that it can 
never be cultivated with equal success here 
as abroad, and that all attempts to modifv 
the institutions in which it is now taught 
will be worse than useless, as we are pre- 
pared to show on a future occasion. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Saturday , December 17, 1830. 

Dr. Granville in the Chair. 

LITHOTOMY. — MEDICAL CORONERS. 

Mr. Kino related a case of stone in which 
he had recently operated with success, and 
which was rendered remarkable by the cir- 
cumstance that symptoms of peritonitis were 
present when the operation was performed. 
Considerable arterial hasmorrbage super- 
vened, proceeding principally from small 
branches of the perineal nrtery, which were 
secured after the bleeding had continued 
for some time, and to a considerable extent. 
By this hamorrhage be considered the life 
of the patient to have been saved, as the 
peritonitic symptoms very speedily subsided 
after the operation. 

Mr. King further stated, in reply to a 
question from the President, that the opera- 
tion of litbotrity had been tried in this case 
without its usual success. This failure pro- 
ceeded from the largg'gize of the stone, he 
believed that if pertained in sufficiently 
early time it would supersede the section 
altogether. Mr. King concluded by inquir- 
ing when the question of the propriety of 
medical men being selected for the office of 
the coronership would be brought before the 
Society. 

The President replied that no arrange- 
ment had been made for that purpose, nor 
was it known by whom the subject was to 
be introduced. He hoped it would be 
brought forward, and he did npt see any rear 
son why its discussion should give rise to any 
party feelings. 


PATHOLOGY OF DROPSY. 

Dr. Wood, after some introductory re- 
marks, proceeded to read a paper on the 
pathology of dropsy, of which the following 
is a very full report : — 

In every part of the animal body. Dr, 
Wood observed, there is a continued secre- 
tion or exudation of fluid destined to the 
lubrication of the several tissues and organs, 
for the elaboration also of certain principles 
which are necessary to the performance of 
certain functions, or lastly, for the elimina- 
tion of those portions of the solids and fluids 
which have become either absolutely 
noxious, or at least unfit to maintain the 
general health, and consequently superflu- 
ous. Amongst the first may be enumerated 
the halitus of the serous membranes, the 
small portion of fluid found in the investing 
membranes of the* brain, the synovia of the 
joints, the fluid contained in die areola of 
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the cellular tissue, &c. Among the second 
may be mentioned the saliva, gastric juice, 
&c. And among the last, insensible per- 
spiration, bile, urine, &c. All these several 
secretions are formed from the blood by 
means of a variety of apparatus in which the 
essential part consists of the capillary ex- 
tremities of the blood-vessels. In a state of 
health, and according to the constitution of 
the individual, there always exists an equili- 
brium between the mass of circulating fluid 
and these secretions ; if in any part of the 
chain this equilibrium be interrupted, if any 
functi6n be obstructed, disease ensues. That 
portion of the circulating mass which should 
have been devoted to the formation of any 
secretion, is by the cessation of that secre- 
tion, either from disease of the organ or any - 
other cause, thrown back upon the system at 
large, producing a variety of diseases, such 
as inflammation, various fluxes, or lastly, 
what. is more particularly the subject of the 
present paper, it may induce dropsy. W hen- j 
ever an increased secretion of serous fluid 
takes place, dropsy is the result, provided it 
is not reabsorbed as rapidly as it is produced, 
or evacuated in some other way. The neces- 
sary condition, therefore, is that the cavity 
into which the effusion is poured must be 
closed at all points. This takes place in the 
cavities lined by serous membrane, the 
pleura, pericardium, the peritoneum, the 
membranes inverting tbe brain and spinal 
chord, it j0cgut 9 also in the areolae of the 
-cellular tissue dispersed throughout the 
body. 

The author next adverted at some length 
to the chemical properties of hydropic secre- 
tions, and then continued : — 

There are then three varieties of the se- 
cretion of serous membranes : first, a por- 
tion of the serum or more fluid part of the 
blood appears to be as it were filtered 
through the exbalent vessels ; secondly, at 
other times the process begins to resemble 
that of seoretiou in other parts of the body, 
inasmuch as there seems to be a selection 
made, and some one of the ingredients of 
the eerum predominates, at one time the 
watery portion, at others\the albumen ; 
thirdly, the process appears to be sometimes 
identical with glandular secretion, for a new 
-substance is generated which is not to be 
found pre-existing in the blood. The occa- 
sional causes of dropsy are very various. 
Whatever produces debility is said to he a 
cause of dropsy; intemperance, cold, ex- 
cessive discharges, a general cachectic state 
of the system, bloodletting carried to excess, 
drinking cold water when the body is in a 
heated state. It occurs also as the conse- 
quence of several diseases, such as fevers, 
scarlatina, bronchitis, inflammation, and in 
consequence of structural derangement of 
moat of the organa of the body. All the 


secretions in this disease are interrupted 
more or less with the single exception of 
that of the serous part of the blood in the 
dropsical part; the insensible perspiration 
is deficient, the lubricating mucus of the in- 
ternal surfaces, the saliva, the bile, and the 
urine are all scanty, and this last is some- 
times albuminous and at other times not, 
but of this hereafter. It seems as if the 
fluid portion of the circulating fluid were 
drained off from every portion of the body in 
order to be poured in abundance into the 
dropsical cavity. It is manifest that no por- 
tion of the body, into the composition of 
which the serous and cellular tissue enters, 
is exempt from this affection. Accordingly 
on dissection we sometimes find the fluid 
effused, according to Andral, even into the 
dense cellular tissue which lines the mucous 
membranes. In dissecting the bodies of pa- 
tients who have died of dropsy, we are 
struck by the great diversity of appearances 
presented to us in different cases. Dr. 
Blackall in his admirable work relates a 
number of cases in which he found decided 
marks of inflammation on the pleura, the 
pericardium, and the peritoneum, which 
were frequently covered by adventitious 
membrane and adherent to tbe adjacent 
parts. He found the liver diseased in a 
variety of ways, inflamed, schirrous, enlarg- 
ed, indurated, in four cases he found the 
kidneys the se at of organic disorder. The 
lungs in some instances presented marks of 
inflammatory action, the lymphatic vessels 
were found unusually thickened, and lastly, 
the cellular membrane, in dropsical parts, 
frequently presented unusual resistance to 
the knife, and the cells contained a some- 
what transparent and coagulated fluid. Dr. 
Bright, in his splendid publication, men- 
tions cases presenting similar appearances 
to those mentioned by Dr. Blackall, which 
he has illustrated by very beautifully 
coloured plates. It was asserted by Van 
Helmont that the kidneys were tbe seat of 
disorder in dropsy, but it was left to Dr. 
Bright to prove in many instances the jus- 
tice of Van Helmont’s assertion. In his 
work he gives the history of twenty-four 
cases of dropsy illustrative of the coagula- 
bility of the urine so much insisted upon by 
Dr. Blackall as indicative of inflammatory 
action, in all of which the kidneys were 
found to be diseased, so that he is led to 
the conclusion that this appearance of the 
urine is pathognomonic of structural renal 
disease. As may easily be supposed, tbe 
appearance of tbe. kidneys is very various : 
at one time they are completely granulated 
throughout, enlarged, presenting a rough 
and uneven surface, altered in colour, and 
their natural internal organisation changed; 
at other times they are softened and filled 
internally with a yellowish substance, some- 
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timet they are found almost white externally, 
tabulated, and on making a longitudinal sec- 
tion in the internal structure, both cortical 
and tubular, the same grey ness and faint- 
ness of colour was found to prevail. Andral 
mentions a case of dropsy in which only one 
kidney was found on dissection. In eleven 
tfases Dr. Bright found the liver to be the 
Beat of disorder., in most of which, although 
there was most extensive dropsy, the kid- 
neys were quite healthy, neither did the 
urine coagulate. The species of derange- 
ment of the liver in this disease seems to 
consist of an enlargement, and sometimes 
contraction, induration, and a deposition of 
yellow tuberculous matter ; the gall bladder 
in general thickened and contracted, con- 
taining sometimes healthy bile, sometimes 
the reverse ; I have myself seen several 
cases of dropsy in which the liver was 
found to be disorganised in a way nearly 
resembling schirrous degeneration. The 
heart has been found diseased, the valves 
ossified, and in liydrothorax the lungs have 
been found to present various morbid appear- 
ances. In hydrocephalus the membranes of 
the brain have been found inflamed, thick- 
ened, and sometimes ulcerated. Consider- 
able portions of the brain itself have been 
found in a state of ramollisement ; where 
the disease is chronic the longitudinal sinus 
has been found contracted, the brain itself 
tuberculated, sometimes a layer is condens- 
ed and hardened round the lateral ventri- 
cle*. Very rarely cases of dropsy have been 
found iu which, upon dissection, not the 
slightest morbid appearances have been per- 
ceived in any part of the body. Andral men- 
tions a case of this description, in winch, 
although there was dropsy of every cavity, 
combined with anasarca, no trace of disease 
could be found either in the head, the thorax, 
or the abdomen. 

The author here proceeded to enumerate 
the principal theories concerniug the proxi- 
mate cause of this disease, commencing 
.with Dr. Cullen, who believed dropsy to 
originate in increased effusion or diminished 
absorption, the former of which he contend- 
ed to arise in the majority of caseg from 
laxity of the exhalent vessels, the conse- 
quence of a general debility of the system. 
On this opinion Dr. Wood remarked as 
follows : 

General debility may, however, I think, 
rather be considered as the concomitant than 
as the cause of dropsy, as they are, in gene- 
ral, both of them the effects of some pre- 
ceding disease, as, for example, long con- 
tinned fevers, disorder of the digestive or- 
gans, induced by long-established habits of 
intemperance. Andral mentions a case in 
which, instead of there being any debility, 
the individual was full of life and vigour, 
although he was affected with universal 


dropsy. Dr. Cullen also considers, that 
dropsy sometimes arises from an abundance 
of serum iu the blood-vessels, which may 
be owing to some. derangement of the chy- 
lopoietic viscera, or from absorption from s 
moist atmosphere. It is unquestionably the 
fact, that when a larger quantity of serum is 
present than ought naturally to exist in the 
blood, dropsy may be induced. This has 
been proved by Lower; he injected water 
into the veins of a dog, and if he did not 
previously abstract a quantity of blood, the 
animal soon began to show marks of suffer- 
ing, and on dissection was found to be uni- 
versally dropsical. That this increased 
quantity of serum in the blood may occur 
may easily be conceived, although not caused 
in the manner Dr. Cullen supposes. Ed- 
wards, of Paris, has proved, that in a moist 
atmosphere the insensible perspiration, 
which is constantly thrown otf from the skin 
and the surfaces of the air passages, is at 
its lowest degree ; it is, therefore, probable, 
that the serum, which cannot be carried off 
by the ordinary means, may be thrown out 
by the serous membranes, and in that way 
produce dropsy. Andral thinks it probable 
that the dropsical affections occurring after 
scarlatina, may be produced by the inter- 
ruption to the ordinary process of cutaneous 
perspiration, caused by the desquamation of 
the epidermis. Dr. Darwin conceived, that 
sometimes a retrograde action of the absor- 
bents might produce the disease, but a rao*- 
meat’s consideration of the anatomical struc- 
ture of those vessels will demonstrate the 
futility of this hypothesis. An increased 
momentum of the blood was supposed, bjr 
Dr. Parry, to be n cause. According to thin 
author this increased momentum is either 
general or local, absolute or relative, and he 
considers that inflammation, haemorrhage, 
and dropsy, have a general resemblance as 
to their cause, and are all of them efforts of 
nature for the alleviation of constitutional 
errors of the circulation. Dr. BlackaU goes 
still further than Dr. Parry ; lie considers 
dropsy to be generally of an inflammatory 
origin, which be conceives proved by the 
appearances found on dissection, from the 
serum of the affected parts having been 
found to be altered in a greater degree than 
could be sap posed to arise from simple re- 
laxation of the membranes, from the treat- 
ment, and from the birffy coat of the blood 
drawn in this disease, and also from the 
coagulability of the urine. He states, more- 
over, that where this excretion is most 
loaded, and coagulates at the lowest tem- 
perature, and most firmly, the blood is most 
buffy, and there are throughout the system 
the greatest marks of inflammation. This, 
however, is controverted by Dr. Elliotson, 
in a clinical lecture published in The Lan- 
cet of -the 11th instant, in which be says, 
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that he hat teen cant where be has bled 
although the urine did not coagulate ; and, 
on the contrary, others in which that phe- 
nomenon was presented, and where venesec- 
tion was entirely out of the question. Dr. 
Bright, as I have before observed, consi- 
ders this property of the urine to be pathog- 
nomonic of renal disease. He has been led 
to the conclusion, that many cases of dropsy, 
which have usually been termed inflamma- 
tory, ore to be traced to disease in the kid- 
neys. He says, that he has never examined 
the body of any patient dying with dropsy, 
attended with coagulable urine, in whom 
some obvious derangemeut of the kidneys 
was not detected. Andral is inclined to 
attribute dropsies to the six following causes : 
1st. A degree of stimulus, or irritation, of 
the organ where the dropsy is formed ; 2nd; 
The sudden disappearunceof another dropsy; 
3d. The suppression of certain secretions ; 
4th. Various alterations in the blood ; 5th. 
Obstacles to the venous circulation ; 6th. 
Certain states of cachexia. 

In this review of the principal opinions 
and theories brought forward iu explana- 
tion of the proximate cause of dropsy, and 
the pathology of the orgaus on which it de- 
pends, 1 have been able to do little more 
than to give a sort of catalogue raisonne of 
Jthe principal authors on the subject, and to 
relate their opinions as briefly as possible. 
Although apparently differing, I think 
they will be found to agree iu general. Some 
effect produced on the circulating fluid, 
seems to be allowed by all to be the cause 
of dropsy, whether it be obstruction to its 
course, or some alteration in its constitu- 
tion, from whatever source that alteration 
may proceed. I believe, that of all the 
causes of dropsy, an affection of the exlial* 
nuts themselves is the most frequent, whe- 
ther it be inflammation or simple irritation. 
We know that in local inflammation, vessels 
which are originally destined to admit only 
the more fluid part of the blood, become 
gorged with the colouring particles, and the 
fibrinous portion, proving that the atoms of 
these latter constituents must be of a larger 
size than those of the serous portion. May 
we not conceive a state of the exholants to 
exist, proceeding from a similar cause, as in- 
flammation operating in a less degree, in 
whieb, although those vessels do not, as in 
that affection, admit the red particles, they 
may admit a larger portion of the serum, 
and so increase the exhalation 1 We see an 
increased secretion in inflammation of the 
serous membranes, and I think it is not im- 
possible that the cause may frequently 
operate with less force, and so increase the 
secretion without producing inflammation. 
The suppression of any secretion from or- 
ganic disease of the viscus destined to its 
formation, as, for instance, in affections of 


the kidneys, may produce dropsy, as I have 
said in the commencement of this paper, by 
throwing the blood, which should have been 
eliminated by them, upon the rest of the 
system, and thus producing a degree of con- 
gestion and plethora, and, consequently, a 
greater burden devolves upon the capilla- 
ries throughout the body, and more particu- 
larly in the proximity of the part affected, 
and, therefore, from the stimulus of disten- 
tion, they pour out their contents to a pre- 
ternatural extent. 

I think that the coagulability of tire urine 
may easily be accounted for from the dis- 
ease of the kidneys, by which they are 
incapacitated from eliminating that propor- 
tion of nitrogen which they are intended to 
do ; and the production of albumen appears 
to be an effort of nature to expel that prin- 
ciple as well as possible ; for, next to flbrine, 
albumen contains a larger proportion of ni- 
trogen than any other constituent of the 
blood. We can in this way account for the 
non-appearance of albumen, where the 
dropsy proceeds from disorganized liver, 
according to the statement of Dr. Bright. 
'{Any mechanical obstruction to the circu- 
lation in the veins, or more properly speak- 
ing, any cause impeding the return of the 
blood to the heart, will cause dropsy. If 
the principal vein of a part he obliterated, 
together with its collateral branches, the 
part farthest from the heart becomes drop- 
sical, and if the 'obstruction is caused by 
disease of the heart, general dropsy may be 
the effect. It is possible that an alteiatioa 
in the quantity of the blood, whether by 
excess or defect, or a deterioration in its 
quality, may occasion dropsy. Where there 
is general plethora, we may account for the 
disease by the stimulus of distention, and 
the general phlogistic diathesis. In cases 
of dropsy proceeding from excessive, he- 
morrhage, or where, from a deficiency of 
nourishment, a sufficient quantity of the 
vital fluid is rot produced, we may conceive 
from the predominance of the serous por- 
tion, and the deficiency of fibrine, that a 
larger quantity of their proper exhalation 
will be produced in the serous membranes. 
That such cases do occur, in which the 
blood itself is little more than a reddish 
watery fluid, has been proved by Andral in 
his Clinique Medicate , where he mentions 
several iustanoes of dropsical patients, 
whose bodies on dissection presented this 
remarkable appearance of the blood. In all 
such cases, he says that the slightest irritar 
tion of any part is sufficient to produce an 
infiltration of the cellular tissue of that part. 
May not the dropsies which are found to 
occur in persons who are debilitated by im- 
proper and deficient food, and who are in 
a generally cachectic state, be accounted 
for on the supposition, that the proper quant 
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tity of fibrin© in the blood is not formed, and 
consequently the serous portion predominat- 
ing? This explanation appears to me to be 
far from improbable. 

I have now, I think, notioed the princi- 
pal topics connected with the pathology of 
dropsy, and, in conclusion, I have to in- 
treat the indulgence of the society for the 
errors and omissions of this very imperfect 
essay. 

An animated discussion arose at the con- 
clusion of the paper, chiefly of a theoretical 
kind, and with reference to the question, 
whether dropsy was produced by inflamma- 
tory action; the affirmative of this proposi- 
tion was principally supported by Dr. 
Barry, who argued against the doctrine of 
debility at great length. Mr. King also was 
inclined to refer the disease to a peculiar 
inflammatory tendency, except in the cases 
where it was caused by mechanical obstruc- 
tion. With respect to the hydropic infil- 
tration of the submucous tissue, described 
by Andral ; lie had long contested the fact 
with that eminent author himself. Mr. 
King believed it to be physically and ana- 
tomically impossible, and he further con- 
tended that the (Edematous appearance re- 
sulted from an affection of the mucous mem- 
brane itself. Dr. Wood did not consider 
dropsy and inflammation as identical, and 
believed the use of the lancet was not essen- 
tial for the cure of the former ; in this view 
be was supported by Mr. North, who 
thought venesection improper in a great 
majority of cases. The inflammatory na- 
ture of dropsy was also opposed by Drs. 
Sigmond, Stewart, and Mr. G. Burnet. 

With reference to the influence of the 
state of the skin in this disease, the long 
controverted question of cutaneous absorp- 
tion was touched upon by some of the mem- 
bers, Dr. Sigmond believed it to occur, 
and founded his opinion on the increase of 
weight which is occasioned by immersion 
in the warm-bath. Dr. Wood did not think 
this a sufficient proof, as the aqueous va- 
pour must have been inhaled during the 
immersion. Dr. Copeland thought the skin 
did absorb, and narrated an experiment 
be performed by immersing his naked arm 
in spirits of turpentine ; his arm was intro- 
duced through a partition into a separate 
room, and the vessel luted round, yet, in a 
few minutes, the pulmonary exhalation was 
impregnated with the turpentine odour, and 
the smell of violets was perceptible iu the 
urine. Allusion was also made to the ex- 
periments of Dr. Edwards on lizards, which 
tend to corroborate the views for which 
Dr. Copland contended. Dr. Granville, 
in conclusion, reviewed the proceedings of 
the evening ; be believed that several causes 
might produce dropsical effusion, but that 
in a majority of cases venesection was the 


1 most efficient remedy. Cutaneous absorp- 
tion was not yet incontestably proved, but 
it was supported by many strong analogi- 
cal data ; he finally deprecated the too theo- 
retical tendency of medical discussions ; it 
seemed as if medical men were unwilling to 
grapple with practical points.* 

The Society then adjourned till the 8th of 
January, 1831, when Mr. Evans is expect- 
ed to bring forward an essay on mono- 
mania. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 

ACUTE RHEUMATISM. — PERICARDITIS ? 

Richard Moss, aged 36, was admitted 
with pain and tumefaction of the knees, an- 
cles aud wrists, under the care of Dr. Roe. 
The patient has been a soldier for fourteen 
years, and was discharged from the army for 
a hernia. He states, that his health has 
been generally good, except that from in- 
fancy he has occasionally been subject to a 
palpitation of the heart. * The knees, ancles, 
and wrists, are swollen, red, and painful ; 
both legs are covered with purpura, and he 
complains of general pain ; tongue is loaded ; 
pulse 84, full ; bowels open ; urine copious, 
red, and depositing a plentiful sediment of the 
same colour. To have a warm bath and m 
diaphoretic mixture . 

28. The warm bath produced a copious 
perspiration ; bowels have been twice 
opened, but the tongue is still furred ; pulse 
is 80, soft, and smaller; the tumefaction and 
pain have diminished, and the purpura is a 
little paler. 

29. The pain of loins and limbs is less ; 
he has perspired profusely ; bowels are 
open, the stools liquid, and the tongue coated 
with a light fur. Pulse 90, irregular and 
intermitting about every ten beats. The 
secretion of urine, and the appearance of 
the spots, are unaltered. Yesterday after- 
noon he had a fit of syncope, from which he 
was some time recovering. To be bled from 
the arm to six ounces ; to have a pill of 
soap and opium , Jwe grains , every night ; 
to repeat the mixture . 

30. The blood drawn yesterday is thickly 
buffed aud slightly cupped ; the tongue is 
white ; bowels open three or four times since 
the last visit ; pulse 90 and strong. He was 
restless the first part of the night, but after- 
wards fell into a perspiration, and slept 
soundly towards rooming. Respiration is 
laborious, and the rale crepitant is evident 
at each collapse of the thorax. The action 
of the heart, however, is much less oppress- 

* Mr. Jewel, early in the evening, endeavoured 
to call the attention of the Society to Dr. Bright's 
opinions on renal disease, but the call was un- 
answered. 
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ed than on hit admission. To be bled to 
six ounces: repeat the mixture and pills. 

31. The serum of the blood drawn is co* 
pious, and the crassamentum buffed and 
cupped. He was very faint all night, 
but he rested and perspired a good deal to- 
wards morning. Tongue furred ; pulse 90 
and regular; the action of the heart unequal ; 
a troublesome and dry cough exists ; the 
urine is copious and more natnral. To 
take a pill of ipecacuan. and opium , of each 
one grain t three times a day. 

Nov. 1. The patient passed a very rest- 
less night, although the pain of limbs has 
entirely disappeared. The conn ten auce is 
anxious and covered with perspiration ; 
bowels open twice ; stools watery ; pulse 
45, slow, oppressed, and irregular. To be 
bled to sir ounces; to have one grain of 
digitalis added to the pills . 

2. The patient looks fresher this morning, 
but complains of feebleness ; has slept but 
little ; tongue clean around the edges, but 
furred in the middle; pulse 60, intermittent; 
feeling great oppression late last night, two 
ounces of port wine were given to him, and 
a blister was applied to the region of the 
heart. To have two ounces of port wine 
daily ; repeal the medicines . 

3. He still sleeps indifferently, and per- 
spires during his sleep ; bowels well opened ; 
stools watery, and rather offensive ; tongue 
dean ; countenance tranquil ; pulse 78, 
soft and full; action of the heart more 
equable. He is very feeble, and can hardly 
move in bed. Repeat the pills and wine . 

4. Complaius of faintness during the night; 
the action of the heart is natural, and the 
stethoscope indicates no deviation in func- 
tion ; pulse 90, improved ; cough occasion- 
ally troublesome ; tongue still furred ; bowels 
open ; stools of a better character. 

5. He thinks he is not so well as yester- 
day; cough prevents him sleeping. There 
is excessive debility ; tongue furred ; bowels 
open ; stools as before ; perspiration less; 
pulse 78, full, and powerful ; thirst ; waut 
of appetite, but he relishes his beef-tea. 

6. He is much better this morning, but 
he has experienced a return of the rheu- 
matic inflammation in the joints and limbs ; 
tongue clean ; bowels open ; stools con- 
sistent ; urine natural ; perspiration light ; 
pulse 84, full, and soft. To have ten grains 
of Dover’s powder at night . To continue 
his other medicines . 

7. Had not his powder last night, and he 
has not slept ; the pain of legs uud feet has 
diminished, but that in the shoulders and 
arms has increased ; tongue moist, chopped, 
and covered with a slight fur ; bowels regu- 
lar ; skin warm and moist ; appetite im- 
proving. To have three common purging 
pills immediately . To have a draught 
three times a day , composed of aromatic 


spirits of ammonia, twenty •Jive drops. PTine 
of meadow saffron, fifteen drops. Cam- 
phorated mixture , one ounce. 

8. Spirits improved ; his countenance 
cheerful ; slept tolerably well ; complains 
of a general soreness all over the body ; 
bowels open ; stools natural ; tongue slightly 
furred ; respiration easy, and its sound 
nearly natural ; slight cough, and be ex- 
pectorates a little ; pulse 54, slow, full, 
and regular ; action of the heart energetic. 
To have ten grains of Dover’s powder at 
night. Repeat his former medicines. 

9. Much better ; countenance cheerful ; 
tongue clean ; pulse slow, luge, 64; bowels 
not open since yesterday. 

10. The rheumatic pains have increased ; 
skin hot and moist ; tongue pale ; bowels 
costive ; pulse 64, and full. To have a 
purging draught immediately. Rep . med. 

11. He is feeble; has had no sleep; 
tongue furred ; bowels open ; pulse 80, in- 
termittent. To continue the draught , and 
to have a blister applied to the region of the 
heart. 

lit. Slept well all night, and perspired 
but little ; there is still pain and tumefac- 
tion in the arms and hands; pulse 102, 
irregular ; bowels open. 

13. Improving, but complains of de- 
bility; pulse 92. 

14. No variation sufficiently to be noted 
since yesterday ; has slept well ; pulse 80, 
regular. 

15. Declares himself to be much better ; 
has slept without the aid of opiates ; skin 
is warm and moist; countenance natural; 
appetite reviving ; bowels open ; stools 
natural ; tongue clean ; pulse 88, regular. 
To have middle diet . To take two grains 
of sulphate of quinine in the form of a 
draught, three times a- day. 

17. Convalescing. 

20. The bowels have acted spontaneously ; 
appetite improving. To have full diet t and 
a pint of porter daily , instead of the port- 
wine . 

21. Has caught cold, and has an accession 
of cough and coryza; he appears feeble, 
but feels easy. 

22. Having complained of sleeplessness 
for the last two or three nights, a pill of 
soap and opium was given last night, and 
induced a comfortable sleep. He feels, 
consequently, better this morning ; bowels 
a little costive ; pulse 75, full, and mode- 
rately strong, but vibratory. To take half 
an ounce of castor oil every three hours , 
until it shall have produced a stool. 

23. He is iu very good spirits, but he baa 
a return of rheumatism in the left wrist and 
hand ; tongue furred ; bowels confined these 
two days ; pulse 96, regular. To have half 
an ounce of castor oil every two hours until 
a stool is produced. 
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24. Bowels have been opened three times 
since yesterday; slept indifferently, but 
feels much improved this morning ; pulse 
104, small ; occasional vertigo. 

25. The pain in the shoulders has re- 
turned, and disturbs his rest ; tongue clean ; 
bowels costive. To take half an ounce of 
castor oil immediately . 

26. Improving rapidly. 

• 27. Passed an indifferent night, but is 
much better this morning. Says he is get- 
ting stronger, and he may fairly be pro- 
nounced convalescent. 


RECOVERY FROM A WOUND OF THE BRAIN, 
WITH LOSS OF CEREBRAL SUBSTANCE. 

J. P., aetat. 23, a soldier of the garrison 
of Coblenta, received, on the 6th of August, 
1829, a gun-shot wound in the head. Two 
hours after the accident, he was brought 
into the Military Hospital in a stare of stu- 
por, with inclination to vomit. His counte- 
nance was pale aud collapsed ; his answers 
were slow and incoherent ; he complained 
of headnch, great lassitude, general uneasi- 
ness, and darkness before his eyes ; breath- 
ing Was very slow ; the lower extremities 
were cold and paralyzed. He bad lost about 
two pints of blood. There was a lace- 
rated transverse wouud at the occiput, of 
about one inch aud a half in leDgth ; the 
haemorrhage was nearly arrested, but a con- 
siderable quantity of blood had accumulated 
under the edges of the wound, which was 
immediately enlarged, and the blood evacu- 
ated by a free incision through the lacerated 
scalp. The skull having thus been laid 
bare, a large fracture was found between the 
external occipital prominence and the lamb- 
doid suture, with considerable depression. 
There were a great many fissures in various 
directions, and some of the fragments had 
been driven below other portions of the skull, 
with such a violence, that it was found im- 
possible to extract them. No rupture of 
the dura mater could be discovered, although, 
during the examination, a small portion of 
cerebral substance, of the size of half a 
filbert, was found on the ground where he 
was wounded. Trepanation having been de- 
cided upon, the patient, a very robust man, 
was first ordered to be bled, which was, 
however, found impossible, on account of the 
great collapse of the vessels. The opera- 
tion did not offer any-thiirg of interest. Two 
large pieces of skull were removed, and 
several smaller fragments extracted, after 
the removal of Which, a rupture of about 
two-thirds of an inch was discovered in the 
membranes. There was no extravasation 
under the dura mater ; not much blood was 
lest during the operation, during which the 


patient continued in a comatose state. The 
wound was filled with a piece of sponge, 
and lint, with compresses, was loosely 
placed over it; internally, the infusion of 
arnica with salts was administered; the 
head was kept cool with vinegar and water, 
and the bowels freely moved by injections. 

A short time after the operation, the patient 
seemed to fall into a tranquil sleep, which, 
with slight interruptions, continued till to- 
wards the evening, when he awoke and 
complained of blindness; the pupils were 
dilated, though not quite insensible. The 
night was passed rather restlessly, and the 
patient repeatedly vomited a large quantity 
of bile. On the following morning a slight 
reaction bad token place, the pulse had risen, 
the skin was warm, and the paralysis of the 
lower extremities had disappeared ; the pa- 
tient complained of headach and confusion 
of ideas ; there was also some paraphrosyne. 
Thirty leeches were applied to the head, 
after the application of which he seemed to 
be relieved. The rest of the day was passed 
pretty tranquilly, and he complained only at 
times of pain in the orbit. The night was 
again very restless, and in the evening the 
dressings were found tinged with blood, and 
the wouud of the scalp began to suppurate. 
The pulse Was full, but within a short lime 
fell again. In the afternoon the patient 
was more clear in his ideas than he had 
been since the accident, and sight appeared 
also to be restored in some degree. Towards 
the evening twelve leeches were applied, 
but without much relief, and the following 
night he was again very restless. On the 9th, 
the dressings were removed for the first 
time ; a small portion ot cerebral substance 
bad protruded through the ropture in the 
dura mater ; the suppuration was rather 
profuse ; in other respects the wound had 
a good appearance. It was again loosely 
filled with a piece of sponge, and covered 
with lint and compresses, dipped in a so- 
lution of chlorate of lime. On the lltli, 
the prolapsed cerebral substance was found 
dark-coloured, of a fungoid appearance ; the 
appearance of the wound was good. The 
general state of the patient also began to 
improve, be become collected, and slept 
more quietly, and sight was almost com- 
pletely restored. During the following 
days, the cerebral fungus was found gradu- 
ally to protrude, and it was accordingly 
thought necessary to apply the dressings 
rather more tightly. On the 14th, the pro- 
lapsed portion of the brain wos nearly of 
the size of half a walnut, its surface was 
greenish, and it caused a vdry offensive 
smell. It was dressed with lint dipped in 
the solution of the chlorate oflime, which 
was also repeatedly sprinkled over the 
bandage. On the 16th, the protruded mass 
had 01 HI increased, but had in other respects 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



ELECTIONS IN PARtS—BISEASE OF THE BLADDER. 


47 $ 


not changed, except that the smell was less 
offensive. The compresses were again ap- 
plied more tightly, in order to prevent the 
further protrusion of the fungus. During 
the night of the 17th, however, the patient j 
Was suddenly seized with violent delirium ; 
the bandage was tinged with blood, and 
when it was removed the cerebral fungus 
was found to have attained the size of a 
small apple, and to polsate violently. The j 
wound was now simply dressed with cerate, 
the head kept cool with fomentations, and 
thirty leeches w ere applied to the temples | 
and behind the ears. The infusion arnicae was j 
now omitted, and a simple saline mixture ' 
given in its stead. In the morniug, the 
pulsation in the protruded mass was still 
very violent, but the general state of the 
patient was better, and be bad had a few 
hours’ tranquil sleep. On the 18th, the 
fungus had not become lurger, and a3 its 
surface had evidently become gangrenous, a 
small layer of it, about two drachms in 
weight, was removed, and the rest touched 
with nitrate of silver, aud dressed with a de- 
coction of oak-bark j neither of these opera- 
tions caused any pain, and as on the fol- 
Ibwing day the whole of the fungus ap- 
peared to be gangrenous, it was entirely re- 
moved, first by the ligature and then by the 
kpife; a considerable quantity of sanious 
matter was discharged from the bottom of 
the fungus, the whole weight of which was 
about eight drachms. The wound was 
dressed with the decoction of oak-bark, and 
tonic3 were given internally. On the 20th 
and 21st, the patient went on favourably; 
on the 22d, the wound, from the removal of 
the fungus being still of gangrenous ap- 
pearance, was covered with powdered bark 
and myrrh ; no protrusion had taken place. 
The external wound was gradually healing 
at its circumference ; sight was almost re- 
covered, and the use of the lower extre- 
mities perfectly restored ; the bowels were 
fattier costive, and required the continued 
use of glysters. The mental faculties, thougli 
mnch improved, were still in some degree 
affected, he was often thoughtless and in- 
attentive ; his memory was good but rather 
slpw, &c. On the 21st, the wound of the 
braiii had a much better appearance, the 
discharge was much less and of better qua- 
lity ; the flaps of the scalp began to heal 
towards the centre, and had almost entirely 
ifmted amongst one another. During the 
following days no change took place in the 
state of the patient, except that at the 
Tyound of the brain a small abscess formed, 
which broke and discharged a small quan- 
tity of healthy pus. The wound of the 
sCalp went on favourably, and the flaps 
firmly united to the subjacent parts, so as to 
leave only, in the middle, an aperture of 
about an inch in depth, in consequence of 


the removal of the bone and the loss of 
cerebral substance. On the 16th of Sep- 
tember, the aperture was almost entirely 
filled up, and closed by the cicatrization of 
the external wound ; the general state of 
the patient was good, his faculties were en- 
tirely restored, he had gained in strength, 
&c. ; sight only wasstill rather impaired, 
particularly that of the right eye. On the 
21st, the wound was quite healed f the cica- 
trix was of the form of a small quadrangular 
depression, and, with the exception of the 
weakness of the sight, he felt perfectly well, 
so that, after a few weeks more, lie was en- 
abled to leave the hospital.— - Graefe u , 
JValther's Journal . 

ELECTION BY “ CONCOURS ” 

At the Parisian FacultS de Medecine . 

Three public u concours” will be opened 
at Paris on the first Monday of February 
next, for the Professorships of Surgical Pa- 
thology, Physiology, and Natural Philoso- 
phy, at the Faculti de Medecine . The can- 
didates are to be subjected to the following 
tests of qualification 

1. They ore each to publish a dissertation 
on the science of which they wish to obtain 
the chair, developing their plan of lecturing. 

2. A thesis, the subject of which is deter- 
mined by lot; this is to be written in 
French, and will be publicly read by the 
candidate. 

3. A lecture of one hour’s duration to be 
delivered after twenty-four hours’ prepara- 
tion. 

4. A lecture of an hour, after three hours’ 
preparation. 

5. A critical examination of the former 
writings and “ concours” of the candidate. 

The election, which will take place imme- 
diately after the last sitting, is to be made 
by a jury consisting of twelve jurors and 
three “ suppl6ans,” of whom eight jurors 
and two “ suppl6ans” are to be appointed 
by the Faculty, and the rest by the “ Aca- 
d£mie des Sciences.” 

DISEASE OP THE BLADDER. 

At a late meeting of the Medico-Physical 
Society of Florence, Dr. Betti communicated 
the case of an elderly mau in whom, in con- 
sequence of complete obliteration of the 
urethra, the urine was discharged through 
the navel ; it had been supposed that the 
urachus was open; but on post-mortem 
examination it was found that there was an 
ulceration o£ the bladder, from the fundus 
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of which, up to the navel, an abscess had 
formed, and that this cavity had served for 
the passage of the urine. 

Dr. Nespagli mentioned the case of a fe- 
male, at the post-mortem examination of 
whom the upper portion of the bladder was 
found wanting, and had been supplied by 
adhesion of part of the colon to the remain- 
ing portion of the bladder, so as to complete 
the cavity. The patient had not suffered 
either dysuria or incontinentia urinae. — 
Annali Univ. d. Omodei . 


LOCAL MEDICAL ASSOCIATIONS. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — Allow me earnestly to recommend 
to that portion of the medical profession 
described as general practitioners, through 
the only channel of sufficient circulation to 
make the advice available, to form them- 
selves into local associations like those of 
Leeds, Newcastle, or Glasgow, with a view 
to their ulterior general combination, or at 
least general co-operation. Whatever may 
be the advantage of the “ Metropolitan 
Society ’* it cannot for a long time, if ever, 
embrace a sufficient number of members to 
render it efficient for all the purposes it 
professes to have in design. Nothing can 
be more easy of accomplishment, or more 
desirable in the end, than the general prac- 
titioners throughout the country forming 
themselves into bodies of twelve or fifteen, 
raising a small fund (a guinea each member 
annually) for the purchase of books to go the 
round of the members, like social reading so- 
cieties. The meetings once a fortnight or 
month at the house of each member alter- 
nately, would greatly tend to promote mu- 
tual good understanding, and would even- 
tually prevent those hostile collisions which 
qre so opposed to the comfortand interests 
of this class of the profession, a feeling of 
common interest and unanimity of purpose 
would cement the members, and render the 
endeavours to obtain an amelioration of our 
condition successful by their being com- 
bined. 1 am. Sir, &c., 

A General Practitioner. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A communication has been sent to The 
Lancet Office for J. S. C . 

Mr. Derraott’s letter shall appear next 
week. 

• A Pupil of St, George's cannot expect 
li Apis*’ to display much activity at this 
season of the year. . 

Thanks to Scriptor, but he has been, mis- 
informed ; there are no new arrangements. 

It is utterly impossible for us to insert 
one-fourth of the letters we are in the habit 
of receiving. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 

Inquiries concerning the Intellectual 
Powers and the Investigation of Truth. 
By John Abercrombie, M.D., &c. Edin- 
burgh; Waugh and I ones. London: Whit- 
taker. 1830. 8vo. pp. 435. 

A Letter to the Metropolitan Commission- 
ers in Lunacy l containing 'some strictures 
on the Act of ^Parliament, and Observations 
on their Report. By J. Haslam, M.D., of 
the Royal College of Physicians of London. 
London ; Whittaker. 1830. pp. 24. 

Two Lectures on the Study of Anktomy 
and Physiology, delivered at the opening of 
the Medical School, Aldersgate Street. By 
Jones Quain, M.B., Lecturer on Anatomy 
and Physiology. With Plates. Loudon : 
Simpkin. 1830. pp. 44. 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 

On the 1st of January, 1831, No. 1 of 
The Monthly Gazette of Practical Medicine, 
a new series of the Gazette of Health, con- 
taining a popular account of all the new dis- 
coveries in the art of preserving health, in 
curing diseases, and in promoting economy, 
an exposure of quackery, and every species 
of fraud, will be published. 

A work entitled The Medical Annual , 
containing a practical estimate of the thera- 
peutic value of all the remedies which have 
been introduced into the practice of medi- 
cine within the last ten years ; an account 
of the mechanical auxiliaries to medicine. 
A priced catalogue of drugs, and a list of 
diseases, with references to the remedies 
that have been found most beneficial in their 
cure or palliation, is announced for publica- 
tion at the beginning of the new year. 


ERRATA. 

In Dr. Nagle’s 1 paper, p. 395, col. 2,. 
before “ foetus in utero,*’ add life or death of 
a ; p. 393, col. 2, 1. 3, after “ previous,’* 
add to he r admission; p. 397, col. 1, after 
“uninterruptedly," add across the ante - 
rior surface of the uterus. 

In Mr. Dermott’s paper, page 412, col. 
1, line 23 from the bottom, dele the comma; 
line 12, after “canal** insert and blood ; 
line 10, for “If it is tiue,” read It is time. 
Col. 2, line 29 from top, for “because 
without,” read because they are without. 

In Mr. Ward’s letter, p. 444,1.20, for 
“ with," read without ; 1 . 46, for “ induced,” 
read inci'eased ; p. 445, 1. 13, for “ back,” 
read neck ; 1. 17, read “ These remarks are 
not intended to condemn,” &c.; l. 20, for 
“ affected,” read effected. 

Page 446, col. 1, line 10, for “examin- 
ing," read drawing. 

I, 
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DETECTING POISONS. 


ARSENIC. 

As we are extremely anxious to render 
oar notice of the arsenical poisons as prac- 
tically interesting and useful as possible, we 
shall, in the first place, present a condensed 
but complete epitome of Dr. Christison’s 
excellent history of the chemistry of arsenic 
and its preparations.* We earnestly solicit 
such of our readers as are not well versed in 
the subject, and who wish to become compe- 
tent for the prosecution of inquiries in this 
department of analysis, to attend particu- 
larly to this preliminary abstract, before 
thejr proceed to the processes recom- 
mended for the detection of the poison. 
We would request them also to banish 
the word •* tests” from their memories; 
this word has produced much mischief, 
by leading the minds of the inexperienced 
to place implicit and unquestioning faith on 
certain reagents, without previously study- 
ing the changes and decompositions which 
they produce. A specific or oracular virtue 
has thus been unfortunately attributed to 
them, and errors have consequently long 
remained latent, which, under a more liberal 
investigation, would have been quickly de- 
tected. 

Arsenic, in the proper acceptation of the 


* In compliance with the suggestion of a sub- 
scriber, we shall give a paper on the mode of de- 
lecting nitric acid, iodine, and the hydriodate of 
potash, in a subsequent number, in order to render 
the series of observations complete; although these 
artieles have already been noticed by a correspond- 
ent at considerable length. 

No. m 


term, is a metal of an iron-gray colour and 
crystalline texture ; it has a strong affinity 
for oxygen, which it abstracts rapidly from, 
the air, from water, or other oxygenized 
fluids, forming two aoids, the araenieu* and 
the arsenic. When exposed to heat, the 
metal sublimes at a temperature below the 
red heat of glass, emitting an alliaceous 
smell ; if the sublimation be performed in 
an open vessel, the metallic vapour abstracts 
oxygen from the air of the apparatus, and 
white vapours of arsenious acid are pro- 
duced, which condense on the sides of the 
vessel in brilliant octohedral crystals. 

The principal compounds which are form- 
ed by arsenic, are the arsenious acid or 
white oxide of arsenic, the arsenite of cop- 
per or mineral green, the arsenite of silver, 
the arsenite of potash, the arsenic acid, the 
arseniate of potass, the yellow sulphuret or 
orpiment, the red sulphuret or realgar, and 
the impure sulphuret termed king’s yellow; 
there is moreover a black compound termed 
fly-powder, little known in this country, 
composed of the metal and arsenious acid. 
To each of these, with the exception of the 
last, we shall apply a few observations in 
detail. 

I The arsenious acid, when newly pre- 
pared, exists in the, form of white transpa- 
rent, vitreous lumps, which gradually be- 
come opaque by keeping. It is usually sold 
as a white powder; when heated to 380° 
Fahr., it is Bublimed, and condenses un- 
changed in minute octahedres. The taste 
of arsenic has been disputed, but Dr. Chris- 
tison inclines to the belief that it is entirely 
insipid, and that the peculiar taste some- 
times attributed to it, depends ou the irri- 
tation which it quickly causes in the part. 
In this opinion we altogether coincide. The 
arsenious acid of the shops is soluble in boil- 
ing water in the proportion of 115 to 1000 
parts, and 29 parts are retained on cooling ; 
II 
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temperate wi ter again takes up, in 36 hoars, 
12-5.t The solubility of the acid in water is 
impaired considerably by the presence of 
rarious organic materials, such as mucus, 
albumen, or astijpgenl matter. 

The arsenious acii forms salts with the 1 
various salifiable bases, of which the most 
remarkable are the arsenites of silver, cop- 
pep, laadj.lime, potash, and ammonia, all of 
which may be prepared either by bringing 
the arsenic acid into direct contact with the 
base, or by decomposing a salt of the base 
(such as the muriate of lime, nitrate of sil- 
ver, acetate ofleed, or sulphate of copper), 
by means of a soluble neutral arsenite. Ar- 
senious acid added by itself to one of these 
salts, produces no decomposition, since its 
affinity for the base is weaker than that of 
the acid with which the base was pre- 
viously associated. This fact is of the 
utmost importance, and deserves to be at- 
tentively studied. 

The arsenite of copper is a green com- 
pound, formed by adding the arsenite of 
potash, soda, or ammonia, to the sulphate 
of copper. The arsenite of silver is yellow, 
and formed with the nitrate of silver in the 
same way. The arsenite of lead and lime 
are both white. 

The arsenic acid never comes nnder the 
notice of the toxicologist in its free state, 
but it frequently occurs in combination with 
potash, as the arsenite of that alkali. This 
compound is formed by deflagrating araeni- 
ous acid with hitrate of potash, by which it 
obtains another atom of oxygen. Arsenic 
acid is produced, which unites with part of 
the potash, forming a neutral salt ; the ni- 
trate of silver added to the salt (both in so- 
lution), causes the precipitate of a brown- 
red arseniate of silver. 

Of the aulphurets of arsenic, two only 
are of toxicological importance, namely, the 
pore orpiment and the impure king's yellow, 
the former occurs abundantly as a natural 
product, and is artificially produced whex) 
sulphur is treated with arsenious acid, or 
when sulphuretted hydrogen is passed 
through a solution of that substance. Both 
these aulphurets of arsenic are exceedingly 
soluble iU alkaline solutions. 

Such are the several combinations of 
medico-legal interest, which the metal arset 
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nic forms, directly and indirectly with other 
simple substances. The certain detection 
or recognition of arsenic, whether in sub- 
stance or solutions, means the procuring of 
a substance f fr*fn whisfi thp metal may be 
obtained, and the ideality if. the metal is 
afterwards to be proved by the formation 
of as many of itr compounds as the quantity 
will admit of. The greater the number of 
these compounds obtained, the mpre per- 
fect the evidence of arsenic becomes. We 
shall presently ascertain how the search is 

to be conducted, 

We will now suppose that we are called 
on to examine the contents of the stomach, 
or the vomited matter of an individual sup- 
posed to bare swallowed an arsenical poison. 
In this admixture, tjmafsenic may be either 
in the solid or fluid state. It must also be 
recollected, that we should be prepared to 
meet eases in which the fatal preparation 
was not the arsenious acid or common white 
arsenic. Instances are already on record, of 
poisoning by the arsenite of copper, by the 
arseniate of potass, and by the yellow snl- 
phuret of arsenic. Moreover, when arseni- 
ous acid proves fatal, and small quantities of 
it remain in the stomach and alimentary 
canal for some time after death, it is lia- 
ble to be converted* into the sulphuret of 
arsenic by sulphuretted hydrogen gas, na- 
turally evolved in these situations. Dr. 
Christison has described some cases of this 
kind. To distinguish these in the unmixed 
pure state, is a matter of comparatively 
little difficulty, and for this, Dr. Christison 
lias given us amply adequate directions ; 
but the case is altogether different when the 
poison becomes mingled with the heteroge- 
neous organic materials of the alimentary 
canal, aad though the merit of Dr. Chris- 
ti son’s directions for detecting arsenious 
acid in auch a state of admixture, is of the 
highest character, yet the experimentalist 
will not find in his work any guide to the 
detection of the sulpburet of arsenic, of the 
arsenite of copper, or the arsenite of pot- 
assa, any or all of which may have been the 
cause of death, may remain in the stomach, 
and escape detection by tbis omission. How- 
ever, as the arsenious acid is the poison 
most likely to demand attention in this 
country, and as we wish to quote Di. Chri*- 
tisoa’s valuable remarks upon it, we ehtJl 
restrict ourselves to it alone, is the flirt 
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place, mi ire sUll wtkuQm&f consider 
hy what naan* the other preparation* may 
be aepaaat&d from the various mixtures with 
which they may be associated. 

. To proceed* therefore, the vomitedmat- 
flers, or contents of the stomach, may coo- 
tsis aiseoioQS acill? either in the solid or 
fluid state ; if solid, it maybe so mechani- 
cally suspended, that it may subside from 
the mixture im an insulated state, and may 
be separated by? simple decantation. To 
ascertain its nature is then simple > if the 
quantity he comparatively large, say over a 
grain, it should be divided into two or three 
portions, one pert should be intimately 
mixed with charcoal or black flux (prepared 
by deflagrating nitrate of potash one pen, 
with super tartrate of potash two parts), and 
reduced tp the metallic state in the manner 
po beautifully and correctly described by 
^bwChristieon in a subsequent extract ; the 
second part should be boiled in distilled wa- 
ter till dissolved, and a drop or two of the 
eolation placed on three different watch 
Crystals ; to the first should be added the 
-nitrate of silver in minute quantity at one 
side, and a small quantity of ammonia from 
the other ; the crystal should then be agi- 
tated till the several fluids meet, when, if 
the solution be of arsenious acid, a yellow 
precipitate takes place. The second crys- 
tal should be similarly treated with the sul- 
phate of copper and ammouia, when a deep ! 
green deposition is obtained; the third 
should he treated with a drop of water im- 1 
•pregnated with sulphuretted hydrogen r an | 
easier way is to collect a little of the gas in 
'a moistened bladder,' furnished with a small | 
glass tube and s top-cock, by compressing 
thie gently with the hand, a stream can be 
directed against the suspected solution, 
though it should not be greater in quantity 
than the 50th part of one drop, and a yellow 
stain or precipitate will be instantly pro- 
duced, if arsenious acid be present. 

We have now obtained the metal, the sul- 
phuret of arsenic, the arsenite of copper, the 
brsenite of silver; analysis can scarcely be 
more complete, and to render it perfect, it is 
only necessary to deflagrate the remaining 
portion with about -ten times its volume of 
nitre inm glass tube (by heating -the dosed 
end of the tube in the flame of a spirit* till 
theaitre melts, and continuing the heat till 
ted taxes «ase-to be disengaged), Arseaie 


aci d.k thus produced, giving rise to the form- 
ation of the arseniate of potash ; on dissolv- 
ing this in water, and adding the nitrate of 
silver, a Wick-red precipitate ia thrown 
down~-the arseniate of silyer. The analysis 
is now logically perfect, since all the com- 
pounds of arsenic have been formed. If, 
however, not more than the tenth of a grain 
be procured in the solid form, it should he 
reduced at ouce, according to the plan that 
described by Dr. Christison : — 

“ The only instrument which should be 
used by the inexperienced, and the instru- 
ment which the chemist will always prefer 
when it is at hand, is a glass tube. When 
the quantity of the oxide is very small, it 
should not exceed an eighth of an inch in 
diameter. 

“ The proper material for reducing the ox- 
ide of arsenie is freshly-ignited charcoal. 
With this substance the whole metal of the 
oxide of arsenic is disengaged. The black 
flux, which is usually recommended, is in- 
eligible, if the quantity of oxide is very 
small ; for only a pari of the metal is disen- 
gaged, the remainder continuing in the flux, 
probably in the fortn of arseniuret of potas- 
sium. If the quantity operated on is large, 
it should be mixed with the charcoal or flux 
before it is introduced into the tube ; if on 
the other hand it is small, a better plan is to 
drop it into the tube and cover it over will* 
charcoal. The materials are to be intro- 
duced along a little triangular gutter of stiff 
paper, if the tube ia large ; but with a small 
tube it is preferable to use & little brass fun- 
nel, to which a beats or silver wire is pre- 
viously fitted, for pushing the matter down 
when it adheres. In either of these ways 
the side of the tube is kept quite dean, 
which is a point of gTeat consequence, es- 
pecially when the blaok flux is used. In 
delicate experiments the material should 
not be closely impacted in the tube. By 
far the best method of applying heat is with 
the spirit-lamp, as first suggested by Mr. 
Phillips. The upper part of the mate- 
rial ought to be heated first, and with a 
very small flame. Afterwards the heat should 
be applied to the bottom of the tube, the 
flame being previously enlarged by drawing! 
out the wick with a pair of forceps. A litttec 
water, disengaged in the first instance,, 
should be removed with a roll ef filtering 
paper, before a sufficient heat is applied to* 
sublime the metal. Whenever the dark 
crust begins to form, the tube should be held 
quite steady, and in the same part of the 
flame. By these precautions a well-defined 
crust will be procured with facility even by 
a mere tyro in practical chemistry, as I have 
ascertained by repeated trials* 

II % 
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Dr. Chrifttison has, in this manner, ob- 
tained an arsenical xrust, which weighed 
but the 286 th part of a gram, and covering 
a space of the size of the adjoined parallel- 
ogram | I . Farther, beaptly illus- 

trates the possibility of operating on so 
minute a quantity by the mechanical divi- 
sibility of gold, a grain of which can be 
beat into several thousand visible points. 
The obtaining of the crust, however, is not 
sufficient, inasmuch as it has been stated by 
a high authority, though certainly errone- 
ously, that reduced antimony will undergo 
sublimation also. Another has also started 
the objection of the similar appearance 
sometimes produced by charcoal alone. A 
third objects to the stain which is produced 
by heating glass, owing* to the deposition of 
charcoal from the flame on its surfaces. It 
is undoubtedly true, that these last present 
a highly metallic appearance ; discrimina- 
tion therefore becomes necessary, and this 
Dr. Christison (following the judicious sug- 
gestion of Dr. Turner) proposes to effect in 
the following manner : — 

•' The best method of applying this part 
of the test, is to heat the ball containing 
the Aux deprived of arsenic, to attach a bit 
of glass tube to its end, and to draw it gently 
off in the spirit-flame, taking care to pre- 
vent the flux being driven forward on the 
crust. This being done, the whole crust, 
or, if it is large, a portion of it, is to be chased 
up and down the tube with a small spirit- 
lamp flame, till it is all converted into a 
white powder. In order to show the crys- 
talline form of the powder distinctly, let the 
flame be reduced to the volume of a pea by 
drawing in the wick, and let the part of the 
tube containing tbe oxide, be held half an 
inch or an inch above it. By repeated trials, 
sparkling crystals will at length be formed, 
which are octahedres, — the crystalline form 
of arsenious acid. The triangular faceites 
of the octahedres may be sometimes seen 
with the naked eye, though the original 
crust was only a fiftieth of a grain, or even 
less ; and they may be always seen with a 
lens of four powers, the tube being held 
between the eye and a lighted candle, or a 
say of sunshine, either of which is prefer- 
able to the diffuse daylight for making this 
observation. For the success of the oxida- 
tion test, it is indispensable that the inside 
of the tube be not soiled with the flux, if 
tbe flux contained* an alkali; because the 
alkali would unite with the oxide. It is 
also requisite not to beat the tube suddenly, 
so as to redden it before the oxide is sub • 
limed, because then the oxide unites with 
the glass, forming a white opaque enamel.” 


It is perfectly easy to go beyond this, 
even should there be only s single crystal 
obtained, by introducing with a capillary 
tube into the original tube a few drops of 
water impregnated weakly with ammonia. 
When the crystalline matter is dissolved, 
tbe fluid should be dropped on three watch 
crystals, and the set of experiments per- 
formed which have already been described. 

Such is the mode of obtaining nnhn« 
peachable evidence of tbe nature of a 
white powder suspected to be arsenic. In 
oar account we have gone a little further 
than the eminent author, and introduced 
some manipulatory directions which are not 
to be found in his text, we allude especially 
to the crystal experiments ; we have also 
omitted the description he gives of a pecu- 
liar tube recommended by Berzelius to bs 
used in this analysis for the reductions ; we 
object to it, from the conviction afforded us 
by innumerable trials, that the best form of 
tube is one at least six inches long, and of 
the diameter of a middle-sized quill. The 
length especially facilitates the oxidation 
experiment, and prevents the necessity for 
the awkward, difficult, and inelegant mode 
of drawing out tbe bulb of the tube Berze- 
lius recommends. 

Our space obliges us to pause at this 
stage of the inquiry, and defer till next 
week our notice of the more difficult and im- 
portant analysis of an organic mixture, in 
which the arsenic has either been dissolved, 
or so intimately mixed in the solid state, 
that it is no longer separable by subsidence 
and decantation. 

Before concluding, we avail ourselves of 
tbis occasion to describe a mode by which 
glass-tubes may be prepared by tbe rural 
experimentalist in any situation — not so 
regular in diameter, or elegant in shape, it 
is true, as the glass-houses can furnish, 
but of equal utility in the prosecution of 
analysis. 

' A thin, white glass ounce phial should be 
selected for the purpose, and its collar bound 
with a circle of copper wire, to which should 
be attached a second piece of wite about 
three feet long in the line of the perpen- 
dicular axis of tbe phial. The other end of 
the bottle should also be firmly encompassed 
with wire, with a short wire terminating in 
a hook. A small loop of iron should then be 
driven into the bed of a smith’# forge, the 
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prepared phial hooked on, and the whole 
urged to redness by a gently increased 
heat ; the phial yields, and may be drawn 
into tubes of any diameter, by the operator 
taking the long wire, and steadily retiring 
from the fire. Wb^P„tbe tube cools, it may 
be cut into pieces by a and any of 
these pieces may be hermetically sealed in 
a spirit-lamp flame. It is true that six 
phials may be lo3t or cracked io the opera- 
tion, and that an hour or two may also be 
spent in futile attempts, but one will cer- 
tainly succeed, and it then affords the ex- 
perimentalist an abundant supply for his fu- 
ture researches. 


Deadly Adulteration and Slow Poisoning ; 
or, Disease and Death in the Pot and the 
Pottle ; in which the Blood-empoisoning 
and Life-destroying Adulterations of 
IVines, Spirits, Beei', Bread, Flour , Tea, 
Sugar, Spices, Cheesemongery , Pastry, 
Confectionary, Medicines, 8fc., are laid 
open to the Public, with Tests or Methods 
for ascertaining and detecting the Frau- 
dulent and Deleterious Adulterations, and 
the good and bad qualities of those Arti- 
cles : with an Expose of Medical Em- 
piricism and Imposture, Quacks and 
Quackery, Regular and Irregular, Legi- 
timate and Illegitimate ; and the Frauds 
and Mul-practices of Pawnbrokers and 
Madhouse keepers . By an Enemy of 
Fraud and Villany. London : Sherwood 
and Co. 12mo. pp. 187. 1830. 

We are too well aware of the great faci- 
lity with which epidemic terror is excited 
hy tales of the adulterations in food and 
drink, to lend our pages to the aggravation 
of the evil upon the outcry of every vi- 
sionary, — perhaps knavish declaimer. At 
the same time, we consider it a duty never 
to permit a proved fraud of this pernicious 
description to escape unnoticed. We are 
equally enemies to needless alarm, and to the 
too generous confidence which is sometimes 
reposed on the caterers of the uecessaries of 
existence. It would be difficult, we believe, 
to determine which of these causes operates 
with the more injurious influence, and it is 
under this conviction that we proceed to 
bestow a few remarks on the publication of 
tl}& above oddly desiguated work. 


This strange, but interesting book, is evi- 
dently the production of a man of consider- 
able talents, 1 though whimsical mind, and 
superficial in information on some important 
particulars. He has followed, in the steps 
of the celebrated A ccum to a certain extent, 
aud this notorious author he certainly equals, 
if he does not excel him, in the industry 
and sagacity with which he penetrates into 
the arcana of various trades and mysteries, 
the deceptions of which, whether actual or 
pretended, he proclaims to the country in 
no very complimentary terms. His list of 
adulterations, as may be seen from the title, 
forms a lengthened catalogue, and extends 
almost to every item in our daily consump- 
tion. Our bread, <pir tea and sugar, our 
fruit, wine, cheese, spirits, porter, &c., nay, 
even our meats, have their several imita- 
tions ; nothing that we eat or drink, accord- 
ing to the author, has escaped the infernal 
traffickers. We quote, as an example, his 
enumeration of the various alien ingredients 
with which he asserts that gin is occasionally 
associated : — 

** The ripe taste which rum or brandy 
that has been long kept in oaken casks ob- 
tains, is imparted to new brandy and rum 
by means of a spirituous tincture of raisin- 
stones and oak saw -dust. And the water 
distilled fVom cherry-laurei-leaveB is fre- 
quently mixed with brandy and other spi- 
rituous liquors to impart to them the fla- 
vour of the cordial called noyeau. Sugar of 
lead not unfrequently forms part of the fla- 
vouring ingredients of the retailers* rums. 
But the perfection of adulteration is in gin, 
—cheap gin — “ the real comfort,” — patro- 
nized by the poor for its supposed genuine- 
ness ! This infernal compound of combus- 
tibles is distinguished from the other slow 
poisons to which a large portion of the 
population of * the queen of cities/— our 
* modern Carthage/ make themselves the 
willing victims, by the poisonous nature of 
the ingredients of which it is composed. 
These are the oils of vitriol, turpentine, 
juniper, cassia, caraways, and almonds, 
sulphuric ether or phosphorus, extracts of 
orris-root, angelica- root, capsicums or graina 
of paradise, sugar, and heading. The aid, 
of lime-water and of spirits of wine is also 
invoked in the course of the operation. The 
purposes of these mischievous ingredients 
are as follow : — the oil of vitriol is to impart 
pungency and the appearance of strength, 
when the liquor is applied to the nose, 
while the extract of capsicums or of grains 
of paradise is designed to perform the same 
office for the taste. The extracts of orrik 
and angelica roots giro a fulness of body, 
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fied spirits, British brand/, British brandy 
bitters, cherry-laurel-water, extract of al- 
mond cake, extract of capsicums, or of grains 
of paradise, burnt sugar, or colouring matter. 
But more generally, that c medicinal * com- 
pound, British brandy, is palmed on the 
public for real Cogniap brandy. This dia- 
bolical farrago of mischievous ingredients, 
which was held forth to the public by inte* 
rested individuals concerned in the under- 
taking, as calculated e entirely to super- 
sede the use of Cogtiaq brandy/ and * likely 
to prove of great benefit to the health and 
comfort of the poorer and middling classes 
of society/ is compounded of oil of vitriol^ 
vinegar, nitrum dulce, tincture of raisin 
stones, tinctura joponica, cherry-laurel - 
water, extrsets of capsicums or of grains of 
paradise, orris-root, cassia-buds, bitter al- 
mond meal, colouring matter, &c., from 
which enumeration of * neat * articles it ap- 
pears thaf this 1 almost superior brandy th 
Cogniac/ as its modest manufacturer* terra 
it, is a slow poison, and equally deleterious 
in its effects, if not more so, than that vile 
composition — ‘ cheap gin/” 

One of the most important points to he 
determined in the consideration of such a 
to public animadversion, then the author treatise as the present, is of course, the 
effects a noble and a patriotic purpose ; but veracity of the author ; of this, the chief 
if, on the contrary , impeachments are issued evidence of the affirmative in the caSe now 
against craft and trades, unsupported by before us is, in the first place, the want of 
chemical facts or particular and well-authen- any evil motive which could induce him to 
ticated statements, — or, as the case may be, come forward ; for, setting a love of mischief 
if these accusations are made fbr the sinister out of the question, it may be well supposed 
object of extracting a pecuniary income that the suppression of such disclosures 
from the tribute of general terror and unne- might be a much more profitable traffic than 
pessary excitement, then the evil becomes the sale of the little work in which they are 
paramount indeed ; for, while needless ap- announced. Secondly, he writes in a tone, of 
prehensions usurp the place of judgment and half-mad honesty, which it is difficult to disr 
good sense, fear and disgust convert our believe. On the other hand, the principal 
most wholesome aliments into poisons more indications of thoughtlessness (not to sa / 
pernicious than the adulterations pretended worse), consist in the absence of names and 
tp be decried. dates and .places from his original State- 

On one point the author has certainly meats, in the declamatory and puffing style 
erred, he mixes the innocent with the guilty into which he continually lapses, and in the 
in several of his lists of adulterations, and, want, of satisfactory chemical evid^nae on 
dnmindful of the general ignorance which same of the most important particulars. Thus 
prevails on scientific nomenclature, he he speaks of the : adulteration of green Stik 
heedlessly or ignorantly associates the names ton with verdigris , yet conceals the source 
Of ingredients, some of the most harmless — of his .information, and adduces no> expert* 
Some of the most pernicious kind. The mental evidence (which might have been 
preceding extract exemplifies this particu- obtained with so much facility) on the stato- 
kr fault, and we subjoin another instance of want hethus circulates, and. apparently .Oft 
the game description such questionable grounds. 

' "The ‘curious old soft-flaroured Cog- Another toe. Sfhkb should 

piac, ten years old/ of those nefarious 1Q 801,16 de g ree diminish our confidence in 
dealers, is compounded of Spanish or Bour- this writer's authority, is the inaccurate 
deaux brandy* neutral-flavoured rum, recti- 1 chemical statements he continually thrusts 
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and the coveted flavour called cordial, to the 
large proportion of the compound, which 
consists only of water. . The remaining oils 
are to give strength, the sugar to sweeten 
the composition, and the lime to unite the 
oils with the spirit ; while the sulphuric 
ether, phosphorus, and heading, are intend- 
ed to give the semblance of being highly 
spirituous, from the fiery taste, and the ap- 
pearauce of the light bead which is caused 
to appear and remain for some time on the 
surface of the noxious compound. The in- 
troduction of the white arsenic is intended 
to promote an irritable and feverish thirst, 
so that the poor deluded consumer may be 
compelled to have recourse to fresh potations 
of the * liquid fire/ ” 

There are many benefits and many corre - 
Spending evils, which may arise from such 
statements as those we have extracted, ac- 
cording to the deliberation or inccrnsider- 
atenefts with whieh they are put forth. If 
the fearful and disgusting list be constructed 
upon actual observatibn, — if chemical evi- 
dence, btised on analysis, be added, — if in- 
dividual malefkctorS be selected and held up 
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forward, and the utter physiological %no- 
ranee he aa frequently betrays; thus, at 
page 81 * we find him giving credence to tbe 
ridiculous story of calves being fed on milk 
and chalk, in order to whiten their desh. 
We have not space to select more examples 
of this kind, but they are so abundant, that 
they meet the eye in almost every second 

| 

Under all these circumstances, it is not ] 
easy to decide on the light in which this 
publication should be regarded ; our own 
opinioi, however, we have no hesitation in 
declaring to be, that the author is a correct 
well-meaning individual, but of that clam of 
exaggerating alarmists, which magnifies ter- 
rors of this description to a most nonsensi- 
cal extent. One service he has at any rate 
rendered to the public, and to this point we 
would earnestly solicit the attention of our 
readers, especially those conversant with 
analytic researches ; he his afforded them, 
in several examples, a clue to the detection 
of some infamous deceptions, and has set 
them, we believe, in the right path for the 
substantiation of the charges which he 
vaguely promulgates. 

In conclusion, though we have already 
afforded to the consideration of this subject 
a greater space than it may apparently de- 
serve, We feel it necessary to pftas upon the 
general public, that the word " adultera- 
tion ” is not necessarily synonymous with 
injury to health, and that hundreds of these 
deceptions are practised with the sole view 
Of baffling the intolerable oppression of fiscal 
exactions. We can fancy the valetudinarian 
peru&er of a treatise like the present gasp- 
ing in ignorant horror at the story of bis 
porter being “adulterated” with quassia, 
his Sheese tinctured with anatto, or bis 
fort* wine foiighendd by the alcohol infasiotf 
of tannin ; yet these substitutions, though 
leas delicate to the epicure’s taste, are as free 
from any noxious quality in the proportions 
in which they are employed, as the most 
genuine article which can be procured. If 
Writers otr this Subject separated tbe noxious 
from tbe hannless, and dealt not so much in 
hyperbolical declamation, there would, at 
the tome time, be less terror crested, and 
the Cnda of public justice would be more 
tfffcctually attained. 
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DISEASE or THE HEART. 

I have before me. Gentlemen, a diseased 
heart, which was not taken from a patient in 
the hospital, but was presented to me by 
the gentleman who attended the patient* 
It is a case of the most extensive ex- 
crescences from the valves of this organ I 
have yet seen. The one I showed you the 
otlier day was the most extensive instance 
of the affection I had then seen, but this 
surpasses it. I have never seen any repre- 
sentation equal to it in any plate, nor have 
I seen any- thing like it in any museum. Be- 
fore I enter into a description of the case, I 
will show round the organ. This is tbe lefy 
ventricle laid open ; . these are the three 
aortic vslves ; and here is the mitral valve. 
The valves of the aorta and the mitral valve 
are, you know, continuous, and the excre-r 
scences are upon both ; they are upon that 
portion of the outside of the mitral valve 
which is nearest to the semi-lunar valves of 
the aorta— we might say* upon part of the 
root of the mitral valve. One of the ex- 
crescences upon this part is of a most ex- 
traordinary length — so tong as to reach con-, 
•iderably more than half way towards the 
apex of the ventricle. You see some of 
them upon all the aortic valves, but the 
great mass of them is upon the external part 
of the ring of the mitral valve, nearest to 
the valves of the aorta. 

Through the kindness of the gentleman 
who gave me this specimen, I had two op- 
portunities of listening to the symptoms in 
the man from whom it was taken; one of 
them occurred in July, and one a month 
before his death, which happened about ten 
days ago. He complained of shortness of 
breath, and of debility, and he himself dis- 
covered that he had a peculiar sound in his 
heart before any practitioner had attended 
him. The sound which his heart made was 
exactly like that of a pigeon cooing, so that 
on standing a foot from the patient you 
might hear it quite distinctly. This sound 
I examined very accurately, and found that 
it took place after the pulse. First of all 
there was the stroke of his heart, and at the 
same moment his pulse, but sometimes there 
was a most minute interval between them, 
so that the stroke of the heart was followed 
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instantaneously ; it was all but accompanied 
by the pulse at tbe wrist ; sometimes they 
were observed to be quite simultaneous ; 
and after the pulse was clearly over, then 
came this cooing sound ; after which there 
was a dead pause ; and then the stroke of 
tbe heart and the pulse began, followed by 
the cooing, and this followed by the pause 
again. Laennec believes that the auricle 
contracts after the ventricle. I was quite 
certain that there was an impediment in the 
man's heart, and I was certain that it was 
in the left side, because the sound was 
loudest under the left cartilages of the ribs : 
it might be heard all over, but it was loud- 
est here, and as you came to the sternum 
and right cartilages it grew weaker. Then 
I could not conceive that it arose from any 
obstruction at the mouth of the aorta, for 
this reason, that it took place after the heart 
bad given its stroke ; or if you choose to 
x suppose that there might be an error iu that 
respect, and object to this statement, I will 
say that it took place after the pulse at the 
wrist, after the blood had been emitted from 
the ventricle. Another circumstance shows 
that it could not have arisen from the mouth 
of the aorta being obstructed ; the pulse 
was remarkably full ; it was not such a pulse 
as you have when the blood is so obstructed 
in its course into the aorta as to give a very 
loud sound. You cannot form a perfect idea 
of the state of thinga from the heart as you 
at present see it. These excrescences now 
look flat, but at the time tbe body was open- 
ed they were full and plump : they have 
now been hardened by spirits, but before 
that they were all plump, so that at their base 
they presented a cauliflower sort of appear* 
ance, from which a few very long shoots 
extended. The mass, which was so ex- 
ceedingly full, solid, and plump, consisted 
of those excrescences which 1 now show 
Vou, and they altogether formed a large 
body. There was thus a considerable mass 
pressing externally upon the mitral valve. 
You See that these excrescences are seated 
on the outside of the mitral valve, and there 
is apparently no obstruction in the valve 
itself, the opening being as large as natural ; 
but when the heart, which is now laid open, 
was together and entire, this mass of ex- 
crescences must clearly have pressed very 
considerably down upon the mitral valve, 
and narrowed the auriculo- ventricular open- 
ing. I do not think that the excrescences 
upon the mouth of the aorta produced any 
obstruction whatever, for you will observe 
that the aorta is clearly enlarged ; the ex- 
crescences must have neen to a great ex- 
tent in the way, but yet the valves are con- 
siderably larger than natural ; they, and the 
tube of tbe aorts, were so dilated that tbe 
impediment that would have been afforded 
was obviated. You do not in any healthy 


heart see valves of these great dimensions. 
The month of the aorta is larger than it 
should be, and there is a full opening and 
a full passage, notwithstanding the excre- 
scences, for the blood to escape from the 
left ventricle. But here was a great mass 
of solid matter exactly at the root of the 
mitral vnlve, and jt appeared certain that 
these exerted considerable pressure, not on 
the margin of the valve, but exactly where 
the blood leaves the left auricle. The ex- 
crescences that produced the obstruction 
were external to the valve, but you know 
that when there is an obstruction in the 
mitral valve itself, this becomes indnrated, 
and the opening into which I now pass my 
finger becomes a mere slit. It is quite cer- 
tain that there was no obstruction at the 
mouth ef the oorta, because the pulse was 
full, and the bellows-sound took place clearly 
after it. 

You observe that tbe left ventricle is 
i&rger than it should be; it is dilated, and 
when the heart was first opened it was 
much thicker ; now it is condensed by the 
Spirit. The signs of hypertrophy were very 
clear. He had a strong action of the left 
ventricle — a very great impulse, without 
any alteration in the usual noise. When 
there is great thickening, without any dila- 
tation, you have a diminution of sound ; but 
when both occurrences take place in equal 
proportion, I believe you have much about 
tbe natural sound. Here the action was 
very great, raising the stethoscope and the 
head, and it was certain that he was la- 
bouring under hypertrophy of the left ven- 
tricle, with dilatation. 

I will now mention a case which proved 
fatal in the hospital since we last met, for 
the purpose of comparison with this, in- 
stead of introducing it in its regular order. 
A woman was admitted, on the 2d Dec., 
into Mary’s Ward, aet. 25: she had been 
ill five months. She laboured under disease 
of the heart, and consequent dropsy. In 
her case the symptoms were universal 
dropsy,, difficulty of breathing, loud action 
of the ventricles, aud a bellows sound at 
the apex of the heart in the situation of the 
left ventricle. These things frequently oc- 
cur in persons as young as these were — the 
man being under thirty, and the woman 
under twenty-five; and they also generally 
occur in consequence of pericarditis, and 
pericolitis as the result or attendant of 
rheumatism. The man whose heart I have 
now shown you had laboured under rheu- 
matism, and that he had had pericarditis 
was indicated by a circumstance which I can 
now show you— tbe deposition of thick 
fibrine upon tbe pericardium. This was 
strong presumption of former pericarditis. 
The woman had had rheumatism, but not to 
an intense degree. It was only on ques- 
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turning for very minutely that I could 
discover that she had bad rheumatism ; 
hot she said that sbe had bad pains all 
over ber— that she bad bad pains in her 
hack and shoulders, and that for limbs 
had become stiff, hot, and swelled. She 
had clearly had acute rheumatism, but did 
not call it so ; and 1 should have passed it 
over, had I not beeu aWaYe that few youDg 
persons have disease of the heart without 
previous rheumatism, and indeed without 
previous pericarditis, and questioned her 
very minutely. After all these rheumatic 
symptoms had occurred, she began to swell 
first in the ancles, then higher op ; her 
breath became short, and when she was 
admitted to the hospital she had general 
dropsy, a degree of feebleness and flabbi- 
ness of the whole body, and the heart beat 
to a greater extent than usual. There was 
a louder noise of the ventricles than usual, 
particularly I thought of the left, and at the 
apex there wqs a follows sound. She had, 
of course, difficulty of breathing, and on 
striking over the region of the heart there 
was a dull sound to a very great extent. I 
considered this woman as labouring under 
pericarditis, in some degree, as well as 
organic disease ; for there was tenderness 
over the region of the heart. I found the 
chest universally tender on pressure, but 
particularly so over the region of the heart. 
Leeches were applied and colchicum given, 
and she was put on low diet. She became 
very cross and dissatisfied at having low 
diet, and said nothing of that weak kind 
would do for her, and she ought to have 
meat, and wine or porter. I told her that it 
was not proper for her, but this made her 
so crow that she fell into a violent passion 
after I left the ward, and I was informed 
that she agitated herself to soch an excess 
tbit ptin in the region of the heart came on, 
and Mr. Whitford, jun. applied sixteen 
leeches m consequence. In a few hours 
after this pain had begun she suddenly ex- 
pired, and 1 have no doubt that the woman 
died from mental emotion. When a person 
is labouring under disease of the heart, no- 
thing is more dangerous for them than to 
suffer considerable emotion of any kind. 

On opening the body both ventricles were 
farad dilated ; the left so much so, that the 
apex had become excessively thin, and no 
doubt, if she had lived much longer, the 
heart would have burst at that spot. The 
follows sound in her case did not occur as it 
did in the man ; it took place at the moment 
of the pulse. I see, in the note which I 
made on her admission, that I have entered 
*.* loud action at the left ventricle, with a 
follows sound at the apex.” The valves of 
the aorta were found considerably diseased. 
The specimen, I thought, was put awty 
carefully, hut I am afraid it is now lost ; 


the man who was entrusted with it has lost 
it. It was a beautiful specimen, though 
much inferior to that which I have exhibit- 
ed ; I should hare felt great pleasure in 
comparing them together, because the fol- 
lows sound w»8 heard at two distinct times : 
in the man it took place immediately after 
the pulse, and presented a cooing sound ; in 
the woman it occurred at the time of the 
pulse, and was a blowing sound. In the 
woman no disease of other organs was found. 
The mouth of the aorta was not dilated in 
her case, so as to make up for the obstruc- 
tion which arose from the excrescences of 
the valves. No excrescences grew upon the 
mitral valve, except a small portion at the 
margin, which, however, clearly could not 
have in the least interfered with the function. 
A large quantity of clear yellowish serum 
existed in the pericardium. 

1 now proceed, Gentlemen, to take a 
hasty review of the cases which have been 
presented, but have not yet beeu spoken of 
in my lectures. 


CASES OF IMPETIGO AND ECZEMA.— DI8EASES 
OF THE SKIN GENERALLY. 

Among the women two cases were pre- 
sented of impetigo, and they were exceed- 
ingly interesting, not as being illustrative of 
the disease, because that is so common that 
no one can be long without an opportunity of 
seeing it ; but from the success of the treat- 
ment which was adopted, from the illustra- 
tion it affords of the success which generally 
follows a particular mode of treating the 
disease. You are aware that impetigo is a 
pustular disease, that it is not contagious, 
and that it is characterized by those pustules 
which are called psydracia ; that is to say, 
by small pustules very little raised. In por- 
rigo the pustules are acuminated, and some 
of them being pointed, are called achores ; 
or else they sre large, and called favi, the 
scabs which are formed being full of little 
cells like the honey-comb. Butin impetigo 
the pustules are psydracia,-— small pustules, 
not pointed, and very little raised. The 
disease for the most part becomes chrdnic ; 
and unless you adopt one particular sort of 
treatment, it is often a very obstinate affec- 
tion. The girl of whom I am now about to 
speak, was admitted with impetigo of her 
arms and various other parts of her body. / 
found that she had headach ; that she was 
heavy, drowsy, sometimes giddy , and that 
her pulse was full ; she was then' ef we bled 
in the arm, and the blood was buffed and 
cupped. The treatment consisted in putting 
ber on low diet, bleeding her from time to 
time (the blood was always buffy, and some- 
times cupped) , and giving her mercury mo- 
derately. By perseverance in this treat- 
ment, and nothing more than this, the girl 
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get so W4H tbit it wtft not worth wliie to I have beta able te Osc&ret, the head much 
keep her ia the hospital any longer, and she mere frequently suffers than the abdomen* 
was presented on the 2nd of December. These two patients bad no tenderness of the 
The ease of a woman in the same ward epigastrium* and in a very great number of 
wa» similar, only that the pustules were not oases yen will not find signs of infiamma* 
so felly defined ; their contents were in tion there ; but you very frequently find tbe 
some measure watery, and you therefore bead disturbed; and even ia those cases 
had jost as mneh reason to call it eosema as where tbe stomach fend intestines are in-* 
impetigo. Yon know that in ecsema there flamed, you will find that the head also fre- 
are not pustules, but vesicles, with • consi- quently suffers. 1 can only speak from what 
durable degree of inflammation around them, 1 observe ; and certainly, in my practice in 
just as in impetigo; but tbe two diseases London, it is. tbe head that suffers in these 
run into each other. There is one form of diseases, from an inflammatory condition 
eozema so modi like impetigo, that Dr. internally, much more than any other part. 
Willan, in his invaluable work (we possess However this may be, you will be surprised 
others more recent, which are also excellent), to see the blood buffed and cupped so fire- 
calls it ecxetha impetigimdes ; but they are quently as it is. Often in lepra, psoriasis, im- 
the same affection, with this only difference, petigo, fee* of many months*, and even of 
that sometimes tbe eohtents ire serous, and many years* duration, do I find the blood 
sometimes purulent. The treatment, so far buffed and cupped. You will find, what- 
as I have observed, is exactly tbe same, ever treatment you adopt, and whatever. 
This woman was put on low diet like the good it may do, it will often ultimately fail 
girl ; she' hsd been ill flour months before in effecting a cure, unless you put the pa-, 
her admission, without any. improvement tient under anti-inflammatory treatment* I 
taking place ; she was bled, and tbe blood believe you will fail in this disease, as in 
was buffed and cupped; she was put on low epilepsy, with many excellent drugs, through 
diet, snd mercury was given in small quan- the inflammatory state of the system, not 
titiea, so as slightly to affect her mouth, being sufficiently attended to.. Farther, 
She earn* in on the 11th November, and though you both weed aad purge, you will do. 
was presented all but well (so well that it little good.if you allow the patient a diet, the 
would have been an absurdity to have kept direct tendency of whioh is to counteract tho 
her in the house) on tbe 2nd December. In effect of these measures. It is necessary to 
her case there were j heat of body, headaeh , put the patient on moderate diet, to take 
giddiness y and thirsL away some of his stimuli, — his wine, beer. 

Now in many boobs written on diseases of spirits, and sometimes his meat,— and per* 
the skin, there is this great defect, that they baps to bleed him from time to time. Tba 
do not point out that certain internal parts, state of the akin will frequently not indicate*, 
or tbe constitution* in this disease, is so bleeding, when, tbe headaeh, drowsiness, 
frequently in an inflammatory state as it is. and vertigo* do ; and thus a course of anti* 
The French seem to be aware of the fre- phlogistic treatment is often demanded i a 
quenoy of internal affection ; bat they say cutaneous diseases. The Freneh are quite, 
that it is always the stomach and intestines aware of the necessity of bleeding in euln- 
Act are inflamed, that there is a gastro-ente- neons diseases, but they bleed locally, by 
ritis, fend that this gives rise to tbe heat, the application of leeohefe around, the affect-' 
nausea, oppression, and so forth. However, ed spots, or lo the epigastrium j and though, 
1 am satisfied of the necessity of considering doubtless they effeot great good* yet you 
cutaneous diseases in a more patlrological will find that bleeding at the arm is fre- 
point than they frequently are regarded. It quently neeestary on aeooufet of the atate of 
m highly proper to know their external tbe head, and that it answers every pur- 
characters very minutely* for that enables pose. In many chronic diseases of the skin, 
ns to recognise and distinguish thein, and where even no inflammatory signs appear ia 
to communicate our ideas of them to each the head er abdomen, venesection at once 
•ther ; but if we go no fertile* than tbe va- lessens tbe redness, beat, Mid itching, and 
riety of their external characters^-if we will soon cure the disease. In same of the 
merely speak of them as naturalists (dare I best .books, even tbe inflammatory state of 
use the term ]), we shall form but a very hi- the skin itself is scarcely attended to ; or if 
different conception of the diseases ; it is its existence is implied, it is hot dwelt upon 
Absolutely necessary to take a pathological as important in many ebrottio cutaneous die- 
tiew of thftm, wnd consider the whole state eases ; when also internal affection is frisQ- 
of the system. You will continually find tioned, it is too frequently deadribed m 
that the affection is much more timn skin eeasing on the appearance of tbe eruption', 
deep; yon will continually find, even when or its true Character is not minutely given,, 
cutaneous affections have long been chronic, and postnmottcM appearances sre not dt- 
somc signs of an inflammatory state of the scribed, even with respect tq measles, sear* 
ijite»»iptriiouMy efthe bead* As ferns let flayer, er saudl-pox* Erea la ottapdOft tn<V 
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Hifiowflt i disease as urticaria is often in- case or ambno*rh(ia.- -anjekia. 
perfectly described ; the inflammation and There was presented during the week one 
strolling of the tongue and fauces, such oc- other woman, and slie laboured undos ame- 
essionally as cause great distress, are passed norrbcea. It seemed to be an amenorrheea 
over, and, necessarily, the frequent eupped arising jfrom a deficiency of blood and of ac- 
and huffy state of the blood, since venesec- tivity, and on that account I gare her steel, 
lion is not attended to, although* even when and she very soon got well enough to go out* 
the disease has arisen from something that You are aware that the treatment of ame- 
bas been swallowed, it presently causes the norrhaea must be very different in different 
acute form to recede, frequently the same circumstances. Sometimes it will occur 
day,-— not nnfrequently indeed while the from a fulness of the whole system and of 
blood is flowing, and the patient is thus the uterus ; but in other cases it will occur 
saved many days of misery. from an opposite cause ; — it will arise when 

All diseases of the skin, however, are not the whole system is in a state of debility* 
inflammatory, neither do they all require when there is too Httle blood, aad what there 
antiphlogistic treatment. They resemble is, is of a watery oharacter. In some casea 
dropsies, discharges from mucous mem* it is best to open a vein, or to apply cappings 
branes, haemorrhages, and most other dis- glasses to the loins, while in others the 
eases ; some are inflammatory, and are to be treatment must consist m furnishing the pa- 
cured only by bleeding, purging, and low tient with strength and blood wherewith to 
diet : some are attended by no inflamma* menstruate. This woman was aged it , and 
tion, hot by debility, and require stimulants bad been ill six months ; she was admitted 
find tonics : some demand a middle course* on the 18th of November. She was pale 
consisting of moderate antiphlogistic!, with and excessively weak, and the oase was one 
tonics and stimulants ; some, though inflam- indieating the propriety of strengthening 
matory, have something more than inflam* measures. She took two jttechms of subcar** 
m at ion in them, and cannot be cured by bonate of iron three times and went 

bleeding, while others are greatly influenced out on the Sod of Deoeffiber. I met her in 
by specific or other peculiar drugs, and will the street a day or two ago>, looking perfectly 
yield to those only, though they will do so well; A state analogous, to this often occurs 
sometimes the more readily if antiphlogis- when the spleen is enlarged and indurated* 
tics are also had recourse to. In this parti- Sometimes there is a disease which is pe- 
eular form of disease, impetigo, or eczema, culiarly called anosmia i cases of which have 
which bears so Btrong a resemblance to it, been described bv Dr. Combe, in the "Edin- 
wlien so far of an impetiginous character, burgh Medico-Chirurgkal Transactions,*' 
that you may call it eezemcttie impetigo, you and by the French. In all these* the blood 
will fiud mercury of great use. In maay has been obeerved to be deficient both in 
cutaneous diseases mercury is of no service, tenacity and redness j hence the waxen hue 
hut that is not the ease in impetigo. When of the surface ; and it is attended by de- 
I have backed mercury by moderate bleed- bility, faintnewf, every excitable pulse, and 
ing, and by moderate diet, I have generally respiration ih short, by all the effeote eb* 
found it answer excellently well in this dis- served after hsemorthage, or after excessive 
ease. loss ef blood* for it comes to the same 

With respect to local applications, it is thing, whether the blood* which is made is 
necessary to remember that stimulants are lost, and supplied by an exeess of serum, or 
for the most part injurious. There is irrita- whether blood is generated ef too serous a 
tion enough of the skin already* and that charaoter. In France* the eases of aneemin 
you must soothe. Frequently I have tried occurred in persons who worked in a par- 
cold soft water* not pump or hard water, ticul&r gallery of the coal-mines near Va- 
with the moat beneficial results, and this lenciennea. The affeotion, however, which 
you will find one of the best applications is much the more frequent, is that of young 
that can be employed. If you apply any- females, called chbt osis. But chlorosis may 
thing else, I think starch, or the oxyde of occur in males. I do not mean to say that 
zinc, answers very well. If the patient’s males experience a want of menstruation, 
skin be not irritated by grease, ungaentum but a state of the whole system* just the 
zinci is one of the best ointments you can same os that of females in chlorosis, happens 
resort to. Dilute solutions of the chlorides sometimes in males. I* all these cases it 
fire sometimes beneficial. ‘Although strict has been shown that iron is the best thing 
antiphlogistic remedies are so often indis* that can be employed; In the French cases, 
pen sable in this and other cutaneous dis- the whole of their treatment was unsuccess-* 
oases, an opposite state of the system is ful till they exhibited iron, and these occur* 
continually seen; that is, a state of the red twenty years ago. Mercury did oerioufi 
system in which tonics and gt>od living are injury* * With respect to the ansemia with 
4emanded. enlarged tpteea; you will find great ad van* 

*-»» » toga from iron \ this is perticuWriy mention^ 

Digitized by Google 



49$ DR. ELLIOTSON ON GOtJT, DIARRHfEA, LUMBAGO, 


ed by Professor Tomassini, in bis Clinical 
Reports; in chlorosis it is the best medicine 
that can be given ; for the chronic state, fol- 
lowing excessive loss of blood, it is one of 
the best remedies; these are all of them 
forms of anaemia, and in the chlorosis of this 
female it answered admirably. 

GOUT. 

Among the men presented was a case of 
gout ; the occurrence of which, in the hos- 
pital, is a great rarity. While Sir Gilbert 
Blane was physician to this hospital , a pe- 
riod of ten years, he never had a case of 
gout, while, in private practice, he had 
nearly 150. This shows the great influence 
of our habits upon this disease. The poor 
in this country never drink wine, hut con- 
sume malt liquor and spirits; whereas the 
rich drink very little of the two latter, 
while they consume a great deal of the 
former. The poor drink beer and spirits 
enough to produce the gout, if those liquors 
had the property of causing it ; and many 
of them follow such sedentary occupations 
that we cannot say the power of these fluids 
is always counteracted by hard work. This 
is only the third case that I have seen here, 
during the eight years that 1 have been 
physician to the in-patients of the hospital. 
When it has occurred in patients in St. 
Thomas's, I believe it has been referable 
either to poor people having be^n in par- 
ticular situations, where they were able to 
procure wine, or from tbeir having -a ^strong 
natural, and often hereditary tendency to 
gout. Many persons in the higher classes 
live most abstemiously, but they neverthe- 
less have the gout. When the affection has 
hereditarily got into the system, it will take 
two or three generations before it can be 
eradicated. I have seen thin and ab- 
stemious persons labouring under gout, 
and they have been under the necessity of 
taking wine in moderate quantities, on ac- 
count of the weakness of tkeir constitution. 
This man laboured under acute gout of the 
hands, which were greatly swollen, red, hot, 
and shining ; it originally began in the great- 
toe, in the middle of the night ; he had had 
mauy fits, and they had long begun at night. 
He would go to bed well, and awake with 
violent pain, the parts beiug red, hot, and 
shining. He had been subject to the disease 
for about five years, and suffers two or three 
attacks annually ; he was sixty-six years of 
age. By the treatment adopted he soon got 
the better of the complaint. He was treated 
by vinum colchici, exactly as we give it in 
acute rheumatism, and as soon as it began 
to purge him he got well ; he took half a 
drachm three times a-day. He was admit- 
ted. on the 18th of November, and presented 
on the 2 d of December. Ia two day* the 


medicine began to purge him, and. then he 
took it but twice a-day, and went on well. 

There was a man admitted on the 18th 
November, and presented ou the 2d Decem- 
ber, who laboured under gastritis and bron- 
chitis. The symptoms were, great tender- 
ness of the stomach, wjth beat there and up 
the throat ; sickness, and at the same time 
short respiiatiou, with copious expectora- 
tion and sonorous rattle ; all over the chest 
a sonorous rattle was heard. He got well 
in the usual way, simply by bleeding, starv- 
ing, and a few doses of calomel. 

DIARnilCEA. 

In Jacob’s Ward four cases were pre- 
sented : one a case of moderate pleuritis, 
which was easily cured, and one of continued 
fever, which was as easily got the better of. 
The other two cases were of some little in- 
terest. The one was a case merely of diar-, 
rboea, but when the man came into the bouse 
I examined his chest very carefully, or I 
might have supposed that he had disease of 
the lungs. On listening, his lungs proved 
to be sound. He said, however, that he had 
violent diarrhoea, and a cough, and that his 
legs were swollen. It is common for pa- 
tients to apply at the hospital with phthisis 
who never speak of expectoration or cough, 
but only of purging. This is sometimes 
done from artifice, as they know that we do 
not admit patients with phthisis, because 
we can do them no good. Others, however, 
suffer so much from the diarrliaa,— it causes 
them so much trouble, — that they forget the 
trouble of coughing and difficulty of breath- 
ing ; so that when patients come with swol- 
len legs and purging, we are always very 
suspicious that they have phthisis. This 
man’s pulse was quick, and so far he had 
some signs of phthisis, heat, diarrhoea, swell- 
ing of the legs ; and he said he had cough, 
and some little expectoration. On examin- 
ing the chest, however, the sound proved to 
be perfectly healthy throughout, and I there- 
fore concluded that by curing the diarrhoea, 

I should cure him altoge ther, and that his 
cough and expectoration were insignificant, 
and only mentioned from my questioning 
him closely as to their existence ; this was 
effected simply by giving him opium and 
good nourishment. The cough and expec- 
toration I could never observe, and, as he 
gained strength, his legs ceased to swell. 

LUMBAGQ. 

I admitted, at the same time, a case of ' 
lumbago of great violence, which was pre- 
sently cured by what you will often find 
very appropriate treatment. The man was 
brought to the hospitable unable either to 
sit or stand ; lie was supported by two per- 
sons, when I first saw him, on the, edge of a 
bench, and he was drawn so much back 
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front the violsnoe of the pain, that, at frit , 
eight, he appeared to be labouring under 
opisthotonos. Hie face was expressive of 
the most violent agony ; his features were 
contracted, and he roared out with pain. 
He was drawn back so much that I thought 
it right to ascertain instantly whether there j 
was any tetanic 1 affection. I found there j 
was no affection of the lower jaw, a symp- 
tom which is usually present when tetanus 
exists in any part of the body ; I looked at 
his hands and his feet, and 1 found no in- 
jury there. Upon further inquiry, I found 
that he sweated profusely. To ascertain 
whether the case was one of nephritis, 1 
asked if be had pain in the course of the 
ureters, and down the inside of the thighs ; 
if he had retraction of the testicle, or if he 
had a frequent desire to make water ; and 
if the pain was confined to one side of his 
body, and if he vomited. To all these things 
he answered in the negative ; there was no 
reason to suppose that he had nephritis ; 
the case negatively, therefore, appeared to 
be one of acute lumbago, acute rheumatism 
of the loins ; and there was tenderness over 
all the loins, and profuse sweating, exactly 
as in acute rheumatism of any part. In 
acute lumbago, the heat of the body is some- 
times very great, and the pulse very quick : 

I have seen the one at 108 and the other at 
160 degrees. He was instantly cupped over 
the part to a pint ; he had three grains of 
opium, and then half a drachm of vinum 
colchici, and the latter was repeated every 
eight hours; he was instantly relieved, on 
the second day, was able to sit up, and on 
the 2nd December he was presented per- 
fectly well, having been well six days. I 
thought it right, however, to keep him in 
the hospital, lest there should be a return 
of the complaint from his catching cold. 
This is a description of a case to which you 
may frequently be called ; and if only trilling 
measures are resorted to, it may run on for 
a considerable tftne ; but you produce great 
comfort to the patient, and may gain con- 
siderable credit to yourself, by using active 
measures. If I had only taken six or eight 
ounces of blood from his back, or had given 
him merely a few grains of Dover’s powder, 
it would have done him no good ; but, from 
his general strength and his age, it made 
no difference whether he lost a pint of 
blood or not. He was shortly after able to 
walk about, and was very grateful for the 
good done to him. The treatment was sim- 
ple, but from making a correct diagnosis, 
and then putting the simple means which 
were required into fall force, it was suc- 
cessful. 

BPILFPSY, 

If I had had the pleasure of meeting you 
last Monday, 1 should have bad to report 


0? THE QAND, &c« 

the admission of six eases during the pre- 
ceding week. Among the women was a 
case of dilatation of the heart, and disease 
of the aortic valves (of which I have 
spoken), and a case of epilepsy. Among 
the men was another case or epilepsy, a 
very curioua case, in which the fils were 
preceded by a peculiar sensation, commenc- 
ing in the foot, running up the leg, and 
reaching the epigastrium, and then followed 
by a fit; there was a case of chronic bron- 
chitis, and chronic inflammation of ihe wind- 
pipe and larynx, and a very curious case of 
spasmodic cough. 

With respect to the case of epilepsy, you 
know that epilepsy is sometimes preceded 
by a peculiar sensation, generally as if an 
insect were crawling along the skin. You 
cannot trace it in the course of any particu- 
lar nerve ; it seems rather to be a sensation 
in the skin. Sometimes it has its origin 
from some cause operating in the part where 
it arises, but in other cases the cause appears 
to be in the head. There is an instance 
mentioned by Dr. Curry, at Guy’s Hospital, 
of this aura, as it is called, rising from the 
extremities, where, after death, a little tu- 
mour was found in the head. Now in this 
man the circumstances are similar. He had 
pitched on the front of the head, and iu con- 
sequence there had been first the usual 
symptoms of concussion, and after that vio- 
lent pains of the head, which lasted for 
some time. To these was added epilepsy, 
and the fits have been always preceded by 
this peculiar sensation of trickliag or creep- 
ing about the root of the great-toe. It then, 
runs along the inner part of the foot, behind 
the inner ancle, along the leg inside the 
knee, then inside the thigh, and as soon as 
it gets to the epigastrium, he falls down ; 
the case is attended with violent pain of the 
head, aud violent vomiting. We must sup- 
pose that a chronic organic disease is set up ; 
at any rate there is an inflammatory state of 
the head. The man is much better, though 
I doubt whether he will be cured even by 
rigid antiphlogistic means. 


SPASM OF THB BAND AND FOOT. 

During the week there were six esses 
disposed of ; four coses went out of the hos- 
pital, and two patients died. One patient 
who went out of the hospital was a woman, 
to whose case I directed your attention at 
the time of admission ; her disease consist- 
ed of spasm of one hand and one foot. I 
mentioned that the woman was brought in 
with her hand and foot completely turned in, 
and stated that this was an occurrence 
which we sometimes see during and after 
continued fever ; I also stated that I found 
she had extreme tenderness at the nape of 
the neck, with pain there and at the occiput. 
The disease I considered to be, in a great 
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Mmmta, Irritation of the norres which sup- 
ply the muscles of extension of the right 
Extremities, I told you that I should pro- 
ttsbly eure her, as the disease was recent, 
by antiphlogistic measures directed to the 
bnck of the head : this was the case. She 
'was weH bled at the back of the head and 
neck; I ordered her to be leeched every 
day ; a large number of leeches to be applied 
there, after one cupping to the amount of a 
pint ; the first bleeding caused her hand 
to become straight ; two grains of calomel 
were given twice a day till her mouth be- 
came affected, and twenty leeches were daily 
applied to the occiput from the 11th to the 
23d November : by that time the was much 
improved ; some domestic calamity, how- 
ever, happened at home, and the poor woman 
was obliged to go. She felt very grateful 
for the benefit she had received. She had 
suffered violent pain from tension, as the 
foot had been bent in so much. The pain 
was gone off ; there was a diminution of the 
contraction, and she was really approaching 
to a cure very rapidly ; and I dare say that 
by this time the would have been well, but 
for the unfortunate circumstance of her being 
obliged to go home, and look after some of 
her family. 

ITCH. 

There was a case of pustular itch present- 
ed, of which I spoke at the time Of the pa- 
tient’s admission. You are aware that the 
ittb often puts on a form which nearly dis- 
guises it ; it is accompanied by largo pus- 
tules, which are called phh/zacia , — large 
pustules, with a hard base, more or less in- 
flamed, and well distended with pas. Now 
the itch is sometimes of this highly inflam- 
matory nature, so that what would be vesi- 
cles, from the violence of the inflammation 
becomes pustules ; but you will generally, in 
these cases, ascertain the true nature of the 
disease by observing that these pustules beset 
most particularly the hands and wrists, the 
feet and ancles : and then, in the most usual 
situations of itch, the roots of the thumbs 
and great toes, between the fingers, the 
wrist, and in the axilla, you find minute vesi- 
cles, — little elevations with watery heads, 
some with a black speck on theirsummit, and 
all the vesicles and pustules are attended 
by violent itching — not by the tingling of 
nettle rash, hat by violent itching. It is 
necessary to observe, that in all cutaneous 
diseases, if yon carefully look all over the 
body, you will somewhere find the disease 
in its true and real character. In this man 
there were these large pustules, but between 
them there were small vesicles with watery 
beads: some of them had lost their heads 
from the man’s scratching, and had become 
black points : the itching was extreme. 
There was some np<m bis hmtt, but sone 


upon hie foee. I employed as* 1«*1 applies- 
tion sulphur ointment, and be waeeoon cured. 
But after the essence of the disease bed 
been got the better of, four or five pustules 
were left, and it appeared clear to me that 
these continued from the friction that was 
being employed, and that they would not 
get well if the mechanical irritation- were 
continued. By employing a simple dress- 
ing of the same ointment, and allowing so 
friction, they speedily healed. He had a 
little ulceration of the leg, but it was not of 
a specific character, having been exeited by 
his stocking, and it soon got well. There is 
one peculiar circumstance ia itch ; I never 
saw it attack the face. When a person is 
labouring under itch, he may have as aru po- 
tion of the face just the same as other peo- 
ple ; you may see a little acne on die face, 
or ten thousand things may be observed 
there, but the true itch very rarely afo 
fects the face, for 1 never saw an instance 
of it there. 


PALPITATION OP THE BEAUT. 

j There were two other cases presented, 
one of which was rheumatism with coldness, 
and for which stimulating remedies were 
employed ; but the man got clothed by the 
Lord Mayor, and he speedily left the hos- 
pital. The other was a case of nervous paV- 
pitat ion of the heart. You will continually bo 
consulted by persons for mere nervous pal- 
pitation-— functional disturbance ef the or* 
gan. In this ease the palpitation arose from 
nervousness. You wiH find the heart besting 
more quickly than natural, and with a louder 
sound, but you will not observe a great* 
action at one part than another, nor will the 
sound appear loudest in one particular situ- 
ation. The whole of the heart appears to be 
in a state of morbid irritability, and the coti* 
sequence is, that every part aeta more ener- 
getically than it should, inorganie disease ef 
the heart there is perhaps one part acting more 
than the other — oneventri&le, one auricle ; 
or if the disease he excessive, you may have 
both ventricles, or an auricle and a ventricle, 
or an auricle and both ventricles, -in s state 
of morbid action, acting with morbid force 
or sonnd ; but it is very rare to meet with 
this circumstance occurring at every part of 
the heaTt. In organic disease, if you have hy- 
pertrophy, the sound is lessened though foe 
force is increased ; and if the pait be dilated, 
you find not only a local increase of sound, 
but frequently a dead sound on percussion, 
showing that there is too much solidity im 
the chest. Frequently a preternatural sound, 
is heard in the heart, from obstruction to 
the blood ; but in this patient there* was its 
preternatural sound, no deficiency of sound ; 
the action was not more Violent at' one par- 
ticular part than at another. It is hr these 
negative circumstances, «fl wsH as by ths 
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4mm of pufooiiary aieetioii and imoty, 
that yo« will ascertain the true nature et the 
disease. Yoa may be quite right in saying 
that the cate is one* of nervous irritation, and 
yet the person after a tine may hare organic 
disease of the heart, because when the heart 
has been labouring under morbid irritability 
for a length of time, it is very possible for 
one part to give way, and to have organic 
disease set up; This man bad pricking pains 
ever the heart, which is a common symptom 
in nervous palpitation of that organ • There 
is nothing aangerous in this particular symp- 
tom, but the pricking pains are sometimes 
excessively troublesome. That this has hot 
any-thing to do with organic disease of 
heart I am quite certain, because, many 
years ago, I noticed it over and over again 
in persons who are now perfectly well. The ; 
treatment in the case of this man consisted 
in the local application of leeches over the 
vegton of the heart, in keeping him very 
quiet, and in keeping his bowels open. 
Upon this very simple plan he speedily got 
so much better, that it was not worth while 
for him to stay any longer in the hospital. 


CEREBRAL DISEASE. 

During the past week two deaths occur- 
red, the one from phthisis, chronic peripneu- 
mony, snd chronic pleuritis, in a man ; the 
other in a woman from epilepsy, but whom 
I never saw. She was admitted one day 
after ray visit, and it was represented that 
she had had a fit of epilepsy in the street ; 
that she had been ftnehsible, had been con- 
vulsed, had foamed at the mouth, and had 
bitten her tongue. After being put to bed 
the came to herself, and was sitting up, 
nothing having been given to her bat a dose 
of aperient medicine, and she said that she 
then had nothing the matter with her. 
While, however, she was sitting up in bed, 
abe fell back, I understand, and died. On 
opening the body, the cristi galli of the 
ethmoid bone was carious, and the dura 
mater, where it was attached to this part, 
had beoome of great thickness and hardness. 
The corresponding part of the brain on one 
eide, that is, the inferior part of the ante- 
rior lobe on one side, was thoroughly soften- 
ed. Her history was not known, and I can- 
not tell whether she had had epileptic fits 
before ; it appeared that there was no para- 
lysis, for she talked and moved her extre- 
mities very well; and did not complain of 
any-thing after the fit was over. The soft- 
ening of the brain most probably had taken 
place in consequence of the disease of the 
uura mater and the ethmoid bone. I pre- 
sume the part of the brain next the diseased 
membrane and bone had become diseased 
first, because when I have seen caries of 
the temporal bone, wbich I have more than 
wneeiu ditouaeuf tit* ear, the brain wbich 


was nearest to it likewise became diseased. 
With respect to the sudden cause of death : 
The left ventricle of the heart was not found 
empty as is usual, but filled with blood ; it 
was not cdatraeted at the time of death, and 
it is probable that the heart suddenly ceased 
to act. There was no disease whatever 
found in the heart. I presume the affection 
in this case must have been sympathetic, 
that the state of the brain must have ope- 
rated upon the heart, and caused it suddenly 
to stop. 

, - V ' n >' ■ " J — W 

I’ OBSTETRIC AUSCULTATION. 

Reply of Dr. Kennedy to Dr, Nagle* 

To the Edit*' of The Lancet. 

Sir, — I confess I felt somewhat surpris- 
ed on reading a paper in your publication of 
the 18th inst., on obstetric auscultation, 
purporting to be written by r gentleman 
signing himself David C. E. Nagle,' A.M., 
M.D., T.C.D. How this gentleman could 
have so grossly (I regret being obliged to 
use the expression) misrepresented the 
observations and facts set forth in a paper 
which I some time since published in the 
fifth volume of the Dublin Hospital Reports, 
I am at a losi to conceive. That his doing 
so could not, however, have arisen from life 
not understanding me is, I fear, but too 
evident ; as it certainly required more inge- 
nuity to misconstrue, and more art to per- 
vert facts and statements as he has done, 
than could possibly be necessary to compre- 
hend them. I should therefore deem a 
lengthened refutation of his paper not only 
unnecessary, but unbecoming, and shall 
merely point out a few of his most palpable 
misstatements, and beg to refer those who 
may feel interested in the subject, to the 
paper which I have already published. He 
asserts (pages 396 and 3y9) that I, with Dr. 
Ferguson, assume the “ dangerous theory ” 
that the placental sound should be consider- 
ed an unquestionable test of impregnation ; 
this I deny, these are my expressions 
“The placental souffle t (taken in conjunc- 
tion with the other symptoms of preg- 
nancy) will tend much to strengthen the 
opinion of the presence of this state. The 
co-existence of the foetal pulsation with the 
soufflet of course decides the question, but 
with regard to the latter taken separately, I 
will go so far as to say, that were all the 
other symptoms of pregnancy absent, and 
that this could be distinctly perceived, I 
should at least withhold my opinion until 
a sufficient time bad elapsed to place the 
mat ter beyond a doubt # 1 So# Dublin Hoa- 
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pital Reporta, toI. v., page 268-9 ; see also 
pages 255 and 257, where such “ dan- 
gerous theory ” is not only disclaimed but 
actually condemned. Again he advances, 
page 398, “ That persons, if influenced by 
my theory, as he styles it, respecting the 
quality of the soufflet affording a sure indi- 
cation of the life or death of a foetus ‘in 
utero/ would be liable to fall into very 
serious and egregious errors.” That I 
support any such theory or hold any such 
opinion as this, I must again in the most 
unqualified terms deny; that I am fully 
justified in doing so, will appear from the 
following, which are my words, when treat- 
ing of this alteration in the character of the 
sound, Hospital Reports, page 269 : — “ The 
placental sound, either by ceasing altogether 
after having been previously heard, or having 
its character altered, from the continuous 
murmur with its lengthy sibilous termina- 
tion, to an abrupt, defined, and much shorter 
sound,' together wit h the impossibUify of de- 
tecting the fatal heart's action, particularly 
if such has been before obser ved, places the 
child's death beyond a doubt.** Why was 
the concluding portion of this quotation so 
cautiously, so unfairly suppressed ? It was 
that he might give a “ case ” in which, 
though the foetus was putrid, he heard a 
murmur, prolonged and by no means 
“abrupt*, evidently insinuating that I 
deny the possibility of the occurrence of 
such a case ; and he adduces it triumphant- 
ly, and " as furnishing him with a powerful 
argument against the quality of the murmur 
being a test indicative of the life or death of 
the foetus in utero.” Here is the “ Bup- 
pressio veri ” coupled, as it usually is, wkh 
the ** assertio falsi,” for I have given a case 
(page 250) where the sound was not 
“ abrupt,” although the foetus was dead, 
and I also mention having observed such, 
where the foetus exhibited marks of having 
been dead for weeks. With these facts 
staring him in the face, he asserts, with 
what justice I leave to you and your readers 
to determine, that I consider the quality of 
the soufflet as affording a sure indication 
' of the life or death of the foetus in utero. 
With regard to his discovery (page 398 ) 
that a placenta is not necessary for the pro- 
duction of murmur such as we ordinarily 
hear in the advanced stages of utero-gesta- 
tion, and the inference he would draw of 
my inaccuracy, I beg to refer the reader to 
a fact, of which, however it may suit Mr. 
Nagle’s views to appear so, he can scarcely 
be ignorant, namely, that I have already 
stated, without any disguise (page 266 ), “ a 
case where a sound resembling the soufflet 
from a morbid cause (a considerably enlarged 
liver) was observable /’ and also mention- 
ed (page 265) that those unacquainted with 
the stethoscope may be deceived by other 


sounds, from their resemblance to the pla* 
cental soufflet, several of which I instanced. 
So much for misstatements and suppression* 
with regard to myself. I shall now notice, 
very briefly, a few of those general state- 
ments which are so palpably opposed to fact, 
that I should deem myself culpable in pass- 
ing them over without^ some remark. He 
says that the “ bellows sound (or soufflet) 
is heard in ninety-nine cases out of every 
hundred, as well on one side as on the other, 
in the same patient now, although I ad- 
mit, and have mentioned the fact of its being 
occasionally heard on both sides in the same 
patient, I have no hesitation in stating as 
far as my experience goes, the above pro- 
portion is most enormously exaggerated. It 
(the bellows sound) may, I admit, says he, 
“ be maaked in some degree by the pulsa- 
tions of the foetal heart.” Ridiculous! 
Can the foetal pulsation “ mask " a sound 
at least ten limes louder than itself? The 
assertion “ that he was never able to trace 
it (the soufflet) across the anterior surface 
of the abdominal parietes in an uninterrupt- 
ed course,” may be perfectly true, but if he 
means that because he cannot hear it, it 
cannot be heard tbere by others, I set it 
down as of a piece with those already men- 
tioned, and 1 doubt whether he is really 
capable of recognising the phenomenon of 
which he treats. 44 Or ever,” he adds, 44 to de- 
tect it under the mesial line, except when it 
arose from the 4 epigastric arteries.’ ” What 
degree of credit will be attached to the rea- 
sonings of a person who displays such igno- 
rance of anatomy ? I will venture to say 
that the merest tyro at the profession could 
have taught him that in no case do the 
“ epigastric arteries lie under the mesial 
line ; ” and that iu the abdomen, distended 
as it is in utero-gestation, each of these 
arteries lies from four to six inches distant 
from this line. Again, he speaks of the 
“sound being traced upwards and forwards 
towards the mesial line, in the course, as it 
were, of the trunks of the lateral uterine 
arteries.” The trunk of the lateral uterine 
artery upwards and forwards and towards 
the mesial line ! ! This is indeed “ as it 
were,” but not “ as it is.” If this gentle- 
man had rested satisfied , merely with adopt- 
ing views and opinions grounded on such 
data, however incorrect and absurd, and 
had his positions been supported by inaccu- 
racies and discrepancies more palpably 
striking than his paper exhibits tbieugh- 
| out ; it should have remained uncommented 
on by me, as such productions generally find 
tbeir own level. I would, however, and 
with justice, have been to blame as well upon 
my own account as on that of the profession 
generally, had I allowed such a tissue of 
misrepresentation to remain uncontradicted. 
Having now done so, I must decline taking 
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my farther metise of Jim observations or 
entering into an y discussion with him on 
the subject* With regard to Dr. Clinton, 
whom > he endeavours to identify with him* 
adf in his views sad statements, i confess 
the only way in wliieh I can reooneile to 
myself the idea that he ever sanctioned the 
publication of sushiei paper, supported by 
his name (if he really did so) , is that be un- 
thinkingly entrusted himself in the hands of 
the writer of this paper, and acquiesced in 
his views without taking upon himself to 
inquire into the subject, and oertainly with- 
out having read my paper which his name 
has been brought forward to overthrow, as, 
unless my opinion of this gentleman shall 
heeome altered, I eaanot bring myself to 
imagine that he would wilfully have coun- 
tenanced so much misrepresentation and 
igaocanos. I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Evory Kennedy. 

Lying-In Hospital, Dublin. 
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JK THB DETECTION OF PREONANCT, &C. 

By David C. E. Nagle, A .M., M.B., 
Trinity College, DMiu* 

(Concluded from page 400.) 

Aware of the almost unlimited degree 
of confidence which medical men are apt to 
repose in the opinions of Laennec, I appre- 
hend that bis arguments on the controverted 
question, « Wbat is the site of the souffle t?” 
will be deemed by many entitled to very 
respectful consideration, notwithstanding 
his want of experience in the study of the 
phenomena afforded by gestation. To those 
arguments I shall now take leave to direct 
the attention of the reader; and whilst I 
am endeavouring to point out their fallacy 
sad insufficiency, I shall at the same time 
he submitting to the profession my own 
views of the matter, without, however, ex- 
pecting more attention to them than the 
proofs I may sddnee will warrant the prac- 
titioner in considering them entitled to. 

Laennec- scientifically reduces the ques- 
tion into the form of a disjunctive proposi- 
tion, which, however, he does not render 
euffieiently adequate or comprehensive. He 
is, besides, infelicitous in his mode of ar- 
guing, from the remotion of all the parts 
but one to the position of that one. This 
infelicity we must attribute to his inexpe- 
rience in the study of obstetric auscultation, 
and not, by auy means, to either a deficiency 
of tafentor a want of oaudour ; for his maa- 
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ter mind could never deliberately conde- 
scend to retort to sophistry in hia laudable 
efforts for the establishment of so grand and 
useful a principle in diagnosis. “ The only 
arteries,” he says, '< in which the sound in 
question can be snppoMd to be produced, 
are the hypogastric, iliac, and uterine ; if 
the two first were the site of it, we ought to 
hear it on both sides of the uterns at once, 
or alternately, which is not the cash.” 

Now, with all possible deference for his 
opinion, I have proved, and I hope satis- 
factorily, that it is the case — that we do 
hear it on both sides of the uterus at once, 
or alternately ; and of this any one, who 
has the tact of examining adequately, can 
easily satisfy himself. I have, indeed, sel- 
dom failed in finding it on both sides at 
once, exactly in front of the superior ante- 
rior spinous process of the ilium, opposite 
which, nearly, the uterine arteries are given 
off by the internal iliacs. I would take the 
liberty of putting the argument thus. If 
the two first were the site of the murmur, 
we ought to hear it on both sides at once, or 
alternately : but we can so hear it ; and I 
therefore respectfully submit, that we are 
warranted, even by his own mode of rea- 
soning ^to conclude, that the two first may 
be the site of the soufflet. The legitimacy, 
at least, of this inference, no one, I believe, 
will be disposed to question. The next pare 
of his disjunctive proposition he thus ex- 
presses If all the uterine arteries yield 
it, we ought then to hear itin different parts, 
and several at the same time.*' As he doea 
not conclude the argument, I shall endea- 
vour to do so ; and, I think, it will be fairly 
expressed in the following manner. If all 
the uterine arteries yield it, we ought then 
to hear it at once over every part of the 
uterus : hot I am borne oat by experience 
when I assert, that we cannot, at any time, 
hear it over every part of the uterns at once ; 
and, therefore, it may be fairly inferred, 
that all the uterine arteries cannot be the 
site of the murmur. Laennec comes to the 
following conclusion: — ** What seems to 
me most probable it, that it exists in the 
chief artery distributed to the placenta.”. 
The iucorrectneis of this opinion I shall 
endeavour to prove by the following mode 
of stating my objections. 

If the soufflet exists in that part alone ot 
the chief artery which is distributed to the- 
placenta, we can have it only where there 
is, or lately has been, a placenta. But Cor- 
rigan's case proves the certainty of its ex- 
istence where there is, or lately has been, no 
placenta ; and, therefore, I feel that I am 
justified in drawing this inference, that it: 
does not exist in that part of the artery 
which ie distributed to the placenta. Now, 
let us consider if it can have its proper site 
in the trunk of that vessel. Well, if it 
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exfeti there, Ire should hew it •*« tbe 
uoatfife of tbe trunk of that artery ; but I 
t magi o e I hire fully demonstrated that it 
takes exactly that course from below, op- 
Ward and inward, towards the median line ; 
mod stnrdy I may, without incurring cun* 
Uure, feel myself justified in asserting the 
possibility, nay certainty, of its existence 
in that part only of tbe artery. Besides, 
when the soofflet is at ill discoverable, I 
merer yet was disappointed in finding it over 
the point nearly where the lateral uterine 
artery takee*its origin from the internal 
iliac ; and i'feel that I am lot tmsarding a 
rash opinion when I submit, that we can 
detest it when there m no placenta, if the 
utaane fcb'^tafeiged by disease ; for we 
febfiw kbit Sfhjft >cMlef uterine arteries are 
gttoH? dfewfitok Wot only during preg- 
nhoey, hut whenever die tine of the uterus 
f* lunch Increased by 'My morbid condition. 
Another proof of its existence m this part 
cf the vessel chiefly, is afforded by the 
feet; that whenever we examine far it the 
lower part of that artery, the murmur is 
found to he confined to a narrow, but not to 
m Short space, and gives the idea of its pro- 
ceeding from a large vessel ; bat as we 
mov e the cylinder upward and forward, vt 
gradually becomes more diffused, as tbe 
trunk gives off its first large branches, and 
insensibly dies away towards the commence- 
ment of the vessels with narrow calibres, 
that is, towards the points of anastomosis, 
with the corresponding branches of the op- 
posite side. I have no doubt that the soeffiet 
may exist in the external discs also ; for I 
have repeatedly traced it “ from a point a 
Kttle above the superior anterior spine of 
tbe ilium is a tine, taking, from within out- 
ward, directly tbe course of the external 
iliac, even to Penpurt’s ligament; and, in 
the upper pwt, affordiog the peroeption of 
u sound deeply seated, hot gradually becom- 
ing more superficial as we approach the 
ligament. Moreover, we can recognise the 
Murmur 1o be produced by « vessel of large 
calibre, which could mover be the oase if it 
Wd#e confined to the teasels alone which run 
into the placenta. 1 fed that I shall not be 
presuming teo far, in thinking that part of 
Dr. Kennedy’s paper not perfectly correct, 
which supposes that change of position will, 
daring the gravid state of the uterus, re- 
move all pressure on the bifuveatiiijg parts of 
the common, or, at least, internal iliacs, and 
those branches of the middle hnorrhoidal, 
which are given off to the lower part ef the 
uterus. And experience ought to teach us, 
that the resonance will extend m consider- 
able way from the point of obstruction, bo 
matter of what nature the tumour may be 
which would press upon these vessels; 1 
therefore put it to tbe judgment of eveiy 
mtienal practitioner, whether mo ate justs* 


fiedan pronounc ing a ta male ptngumrt , mm * 
!y because we hear in the pedvis, thee, or 
lumbar regions, a distinct or prolonged 
i warmer. Certainly not, if what 1 have 
been stating be at all entitled to any eredrfe 

The impossibility of the murmur being 
seated either in the comparatively email 
vessels which ran iwve the placenta, or in 
those thet pass through the parietes of tbe 
uterus the placenta, ns Die. Ker- 

garsdec, Kennedy, and others, would have 
it ; sad the certainty of its having its rite 
» the large vessels, more especially in the 
enlarged trunk of the lateral uterine arte- 
ries, fully justify the inference that tbe 
soufilet is not hade to be affected in vis 
quality by the life or death of tbe fostas in 
utero, as Dr. Kennedy would have us to 
conclude. This being a question of para- 
mount importance, and one in which I hap- 
pen to be diametrically opposed to his view 
of it, i shall now proceed to the consideration 
of the subject; and that i may the. beater 
enable the reader to form his own opinion, 
I shall endeavour to lay before him, as suc- 
cinctly but as fairly as possible. Dr. Ken- 
nedy’s sentiments on the point at issue. 

In the last volume (5th) of “ the Dublin 
Hospital Deports,” page 267, kb States, 
“ another advantage of importance we de- 
rive from the placental sound, is its assist- 
ing ins 4a pronouncing on tbe life or death 
of a foetus in utero,” And again, p. *69, 
“ it affords us an indication of the death of 
the child, vis. either by ceasing entirely 
after having been previously heard, or hav- 
ing its character alt seed from' the continuous 
murmur, with its lengthy sibtleus termina- 
tion, to an abrupt, defined, and much shorter 
sound.” In opposition to this, I can assert 
with a confidence not ever-weening, but, I 
presume, not iU founded, for I derive it 
from considerable experience, that neither 
change wbgsmasiily follows on the death 
of the foetus in utaro. The murmur, which 
we most frequently meet with when the 
Child is alive, is not the “ continuous oun 
with its lengthy sibiloua termination;” and 
even when the child is dead for weeks, we 
can hear the same description of munuar 
we usually meet with when the foetal pul- 
sations we most energetic. So it was ha 
the oase examined, as 1 moa tinned, by Sur- 
geon Robinson and myself. 

In another part, p. 247, Dr. Kennedy 
says, “ The circulation in the mother mad 
maternal part of the p l a c e n ta being inde- 
pendent of that of the foetus, we can under- 
stand how a phenomenon produced by < the 
former should axis! when the 'letter hen 
oeased. From, tins we might be led to ex- 
pect, that the sound should exhibit the 
same characters, whether the foetus he dead 
or ahv*; but its deing so, we «hould faU 
intnwflxor ” Wsth^gseat dafrasaccibr Dr. 
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Maundy's opiate*, I real Hy cannot avoid 
feats ssg tbit. fee does net addnee a single 
^ood ar ®&«tefectory argument in proof, that 
** by doing m wo should ftH into error/* 
Ho gives, it ia true, a ease, p. f 4fi, in which 
the funis, he waa informed, had protruded 
an hour before hit visit ; the pulsations in it 
were observable at the time of its protrusion, 
bat ceased shortly after. No foetal bent 
could be hoard by him, hat the placental 
oaomd was, however, distinctly perceptible ; 
** it was full but shorter, more abrupt in its 
-termination, and wanting the sibilous whis, 
^characteristic of the perfect utero- placental 
'flircdstioB. The incongruity of all this must 
•trike the least observant. He first gives it 
•s his opinion that the maternal and foetal 
•ire* lotions me quite independent of each 
'Other ; and because, in the case alluded to, 
the foetus happened to be dead for certainly 
•net more than half an hour, the maternal 
circulation should, indeed, be so strangely 
altered in that short space of time, as to 
change altogether the character of the souf- 
fiet. But Dr. Kennedy, when adducing 
this sort of case iga support of his doctrine, 
never reflected that bo knew not the charac- 
ter of the murmur previous to the death of 
the child. He did not examine it ; and be- 
cause he, on his examination of it when the 
child was dead, fonnd it to here a particu- 
lar character, it must therefore, of necessity ! 
bane had -a different one at a time when he 
had no opportunity of ascertaining whether 
it had or not-^“ credit judaeos apella.” By 
«*ch an ingenious mode of reasoning, he 
■would certainly ho going far towards esta- 
blishing the validity of the “ post hoc, ergo 
propter hoc ” mode of reasoning; but I 
-imagine it will not gain over to hia opinion 
nuwy converts from among the intelligent, j 
ouch as I am gratified to find, my “native 
land u can nt present boast of in the several 
•departments cJf the medical profession. In 
opposition to tbs inference he would have 
•as draw from such n description of oase, I 
shave given one p. $98, where the child was 
.supposed to have been dead for three weeks, 
wad the placenta was described to have been 
•quite small and impoverished ; yet Mr. Ro- 
tan son and I detected a perfeet sotrfflet, such 
•as we ordinarily hear when the foetal circu- 
lation jg most perfect ; and, perhaps* after 
much pains-taking industry, it would not be 
*rr ©gating too much for either of us to say, 
that ws could not he deceived in a matter 
which really was attended with no great 
^difficulty. 

. From the case he gives, p. $4>6, Dr. Ken- 
nedy deduces an inference, in the validity 
«of which I at least cannot concur, namely, 
that ** to produce the perfect souffle t, it is 
piecessary the blood ahould also traverse the 
•placenta itself.” By this he would induce 
w* tosoppest^hst, because in the oast he 


presented to his readers, he found the child 
to be dead for scarcely more than half m 
hour, the maternal circulation must neces- 
sarily have ceased ia the placenta ; wherein 
he temits that circulation to have no con- 
nexion whatever with that of the foetus. 
Space will not permitme to follow Dr. Ken- 
nedy through the several statements ha 
makes ; but I incline to think that the very 
best refutation of his doctrine will be found 
in hia own paper, which, I regret to think, 
will scarcely stand theteit of serious ex- 
amination. 

As it strikes me, and I say It without 
meaning the slightest offence, he mistakes 
altogether the principle On which thfe 
quality of the eoufflet depends. He sup- 
poses its character to be determined!^ the 
circulation through die placenta of the ma- 
ternal blood, modified by the life or death 
of the foetus. I would respectfully submit 
that the character of the soufflet depends 
exclusively on the quality of the maternal 
circulation, such as the strength, quickness, 
or slowness of the pnlse, and on the diame- 
ters of the conduits through which the 
blood has to pass ; and, consequently, that 
it has no necessary dependence on the life 
or death of the feetns in ntero, and, there- 
fore, not to be taken in any case as a sign 
for as to form oar diagnosis by. No one 
will deny that the murmur is perfectly syn- 
chronous .with the maternal pulse. When 
the pulse is quick and weak, the natural 
murmur will be short or abrupt, as it coin- 
cides with the interval between each two 
successive pulsations, always commencing 
with the incipient state of each beat at the 
wrist. Therefore, a abort or “ abrupt 0 
murmur, essentially depending on such a 
principle, should not be considered as u 
criterion indicative of the vitality or non- 
vitality of a foetus hr ntero ; for it does not 
necessarily follow, because the feetus is 
dead, that the maternal circulation must in- 
variably be quick. It sometimes happens 
that even a quick pulse, if it be strong, will 
prodace the “ continuous murmur,** without 
this having any, the least, connexion with 
the vitality of the foetus. 

When the maternal pulse is dow,and nog 
very strong, the murmur will, in general, be 
lengthened, loud at the commencement, and 
gradually decreasing towards its end, or the 
beginning of the next pulsation. Even when 
the interval between each two consecutive 
pulsations at the wrist of the mother is long, 
the murmur may be abrupt, particularly if 
the maternal circulation be not strong or 
excited. For instance, if I suppose the in- 
terval between each two consecutive pulsa- 
tions to equal six seconds, the duration of 
the munfiur may equal only three, four, or 
five seconds. In any of these cases, Dr. 
Kennedy would designate it “ abrupt*" be- 
KK2 
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cause it did not exactly continue for the six 
seconds, or, in other words, coincide criti- 
cally with the interval between each two 
consecutive pulsations. I felt the import- 
ance of paying to this soufflet an attention so 
particular and persevering, that my expo* 
rience fully bears me out in the assertion, 
that we cannot, whether the foetus be alive 
or dead, find it to retain any decidedly 
marked or permanent character, with refer- 
ence to quality or duration. It is extremely 
variable. Whilst we are, during our exami- 
nation, admiring, perhaps, the harmony and 
regularity of recurrence between each two 
consecutive murmurs, our admiration is 
often suddenly converted into a pleasing 
astonishment at the loudness and continuous 
intensity which they unexpectedly assume. 
It is not easy to account for those occasion- 
ally-increased murmurs in utero-gestation ; 
but perhaps we should not be far from the 
truth, by attributing them to the streams of 
blood endeavouring to force their way through 
their wonted channels, of which the diame- 
ters may be at times a little more thau 
usually decreased by various causes, even 
by the foetus assuming a new and conve- 
nient position in the womb ; or, independent 
of the latter, to a moral excitement in the 
mother, giving an increased momentary im- 
ulse to each successive column of her 
lood. 

But why do I dwell upon this murmur ? 
simply, because I conceive it to be a sign of 
paramount importance to the discriminating 
physician in forming his diagnosis. Though 
1 cannot bring myself to consider it an un- 
equivocal sign of pregnancy, I am ready to 
admit it as perhaps the least equivocal of 
the equivocal oues ; and its existence, taken 
in conjunction with the history of the case, 
is calculated to raise in the mind of* the re- 
flecting practitioner a strong suspicion, at 
least, of impregnation. Our attention being 
directed to the character of. this murmur, 
we shall be able to infer how fallacious is 
that theory, which would have us suppose 
that the quality of the soufflet should be 
taken as an indication of the life or death of 
the foetus. This soufflet Dr. Kennedy sup- 
poses to be produced, either by . the blood 
passing through the arteries of that part of 
the uterus to which the placenta is attached, 
without passing into the placenta itself; 
or “ that it may greatly depend on the pas- 
sage of blood through those uterine vessels 
which pass into the maternal portion of the 
placenta.” In the first case, the souud 
would be occasioned merely by the pressure 
of the placenta on the vessels. Now, if 
this were the cause of the murmur, which 
I deny, how could the death of the foetus 
so affect it, as to produce, all at once, so 
important a change in its character 1 — unless 
be supposes that dead matter becomes im- 


mediately far lighter than living matter ; 
and, therefore, that the former weight upon 
the placents, being now necessarily dimi- 
nished by the death of the child, the pres- 
sure previously made upon the arteries run- 
ning under the placenta,- must also be de- 
creased. But, on the other band, if the 
murmur, according to him, “ may greatly 
depend on the passage of blood through 
those uterine vessels which pass into the 
maternal portion of the placenta,” I would 
venture to say that, even so, the death of 
the child could not induce such an instan- 
taneous change in the quality of tbe soufflet, 
if, as he admits, thd two circulations are 
perfectly independent of each other. I beg 
it will be considered that I mean this latter 
argument only as an “ argumentum ad ho - 
minon for I cannot agree in opinion with 
some others, that the two circulations are 
totally independent of each other; that they 
are connected by absorbents at least, I am 
scarcely wrong in supposing ; and on this 
account I thiuk it a very fair inference to 
consider, that when the foetal circulation has 
ceased for some time, tk^ circulation in the 
maternal portion of the placenta should also 
undergo some alteration, and consequently 
the murmur, if “ it depend greatly on that 
circulation/* exhibit, in like manner, some 
modification. But experience has fully 
proved to me, at least, that it does not un- 
dergo the slightest alteration in quality ; 
and I, therefore, take it as another strong 
proof that tbe soufflet is not owifig to the 
•• passage of blood through the chief artery 
distributed to the placenta ; ” and also that 
its character is not, necessarily, liable to be 
affected by the death of the foetus in utero. 

I should, indeed, be delighted if the pro- 
fession could have so undeceptive a diag- 
nostic in the character of this murmur ; and 
with the view of ascertaining this important 
point, I had frequently, before Dr. Ken- 
nedy’s paper made its appearance, or I had 
any means of knowing his ideas on the sub- 
ject, investigated the matter as critically as 
possible. The moment I heard of his views, 
my experience warranted me in denying 
totally the validity of his opinion ; and I re- 
collect to have told Dr. Kennedy, in the 
presence of some of the pupils of the hospi- 
tal, that “ there was in it at that moment a 
patient whose child was dead for some time, 
yet that he would find the soufflet prolonged 
and continuous.” In support of the opinion 
which I am thus venturing to offer respect- 
ing tbe value of the soufflet as a diagnostic, 
I could adduce many cases, in addition to 
that described in p.398 of The Lancet; 
but 1 sliall confine myself to one instance 
more, which, I am induced to think, will be 
quite decisive on the point. We had not 
very long since in the hospital a patient 
with a syphilitic taint ; her child, ausculta* 
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turn proved to be dead, ni that this was 
the case for some time its excessively putrid 
state was well calculated to show. Yet in 
this case also, Dr. M‘Efferand Mr. Neville, 
both pupils in the hospital, were so satisfied 
of the existence of a full, prolonged, and, 
at times, continuous murmur, that they con- 
sidered it a decisive corroboration of my 
opinion, in which I had the satisfaction of 
their concurrence on more occasions than 
one. In support of my view of this ques- 
tion, I might also adduce the testimony of 
some of my fellow- students at the Meath 
Hospital, .where auscultation is carried to 
great perfection indeed, under the encou- 
raging and judicious guidance of its emi- 
nently successful physicians, Drs. Graves 
and Stokes. 

That auscultation should be deemed the 
only unequivocal sign of pregnancy, has 
been denied by some, apprehensive of plac- 
ing, by such a concession, “ their know- 
ledge of practical midwifery in a very ques- 
tionable shape.” But in opposition to their 
doctrioe, I not only am ready to concur in 
opinion with my respectable young country- 
man Dr. Ferguson, but willing to risk even 
my “ knowledge of practical midwifery” on 
the hazard of the declaration, that ausculta- 
tion supplies ns with the only unequivocal 
sign of utero- gestation, in as far as we can 
detect by it the pulsations of the foetal heart, | 
which banishes all doubt and gives our pro- 
fession, in this instance, all the certainty of 
demonstration. What other unequivocal 
sign is there 1 Not a single one can any 
man even pretend to adduce. Here then the 
stethoscope supplies ns with a paramount 
advantage ; and I have no doubt, that, in 
any case where a foetal heart pulsates, the 
ear, which is sufficiently practised to accu- 
rate auscultation, will experience but little 
difficulty in its detection. Should the aus- 
cultator fail of hearing distinctly the pulsa- 
tions themselves, their resonance, at least, 
will apprise him of the heart's existence j 
for even in cases where there was a very 
great accumulation of liquor amnii, the bare 
resonance of the pulsations enabled me to 
determine the precise point under which I 
could detect, most distinctly, the* heart's 
action. 

The inexperienced observer is liable, at 
times, to confound the pulsations of the 
foetal with those of the mother’s heart, as 
the following case will not only prove, but 
also show the most satisfactory and obvious 
method of drawing the distinction. On the 
9th instant, I was informed, in one of the 
“ sick wards” of the hospital, by Surgeon 
H. Akock, that there was in it a female in 
the seventh month of her pregnancy, and 
that he was informed the foetal heart was 
audible, but faintly so. In order to satisfy 
myself I had recourse to auscultation, and 


heard below the umbilicus a feeble pulsation 
resembling, in some degree, that of a slow 
foetal heart ; but immediately it struck me 
that it was not the action of an infant's 
heart. As I could not satisfactorily deter- 
mine the point at once by a comparison with 
the mother’s pulse, which was very rapid, 
I removed the cylinder to the prscordial 
region, when all doubt was instantly dissi- 
pated by tbe perfect identity of the rhythms. 
Should any difficulty arise to the inexpe- 
rienced, in discriminating between the 
rhythms heard at such remote points, the 
observer has only to move the cylinder gra- 
dually from the lowest part of the abdomen, 
where tbe pulsations are detected, upwards 
towards the mother's chest, listening atten- 
tively during the ascent of the cylinder; 
and the slightest permanent discrepancy in 
the rhythms, determines that those in the 
abdomen are not produced by the action of 
the parent's heart, which, we know, can 
sometimes he heard as low down as the hy- 
pogastric region. The double beats, and the 
rapidity of tbe foetal heart’s action, deter- 
mine, in ordinary cases, the question with- 
out any difficulty, for in general they are 
not only double those of tbe mother’s heart, 
but, in some' instances, considerably more 
than double ; a* in the first of the twin 
cases given in a former paper in The Lan- 
cet, where I mentioned that the pulsations 
in one foetus varied from 160 to 170, whilst 
those of the mother amounted only to 60 in 
the minute. 

These are not the only advantages afford- 
ed by the stethoscope in the practice of 
midwifery. It further supplies us with the 
easiest and only means of ascertaining the 
presence of twins, as I have before pointed 
out ; and experience authorises me to say, 
in opposition to any objections that may 
have been adduced by those unpractised in 
accurate stethoscopic observations, and who 
reason only from the convenient inspec- 
tion of casts and plates, that we can in most 
cases determine by it the nature of the pre- 
sentation. In two cases where the contrast 
was very striking, I have already shown 
the possibility of arriving at this marked 
and unquestionable advantage ; and lately 
in a case where tbe kind of presentation 
was doubtful, auscultation alone enabled 
me to decide that it would be that of, the 
breech. This advantage afforded by auscul- 
tation all must admit to be a most desirable 
improvement in the practice of midwifery; 
as, in addition to other benefits, we shall 
not, at any time, run the risk of rupturing 
membranes prematurely, and thus render- 
ing dangerous, as well as tedious, the ac- 
couchement of our patient. Surely it is 
neither fair nor candid in men to argue from 
their own inexperience in the employment 
of the stethoscope to the incapability of 
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others mare practised in its use ; or to eon- 
elude that, because one ease of extreme dif- 
ficolty may present itself, we should, there- 
fore, despair of denying any advantage from 
it in hundreds of others, I hope, for the 
sake of humanity, delicacy, and science, the 
reasoning of such philosophic and practical 
men will hare but little weight with the 
judicious aiid unprejudiced portion of the 
profession. 

If the great importance of the subject did 
not appear to me a sufficient justification 
for so lengthened a paper, I should feel 
mysdlf called on to apologise for trespassing 
so much upon the attention of the profes- 
sion. But the disous8ion, should it be pro- 
ductive of no other advantage, may, at least, 
be the means of inducing some persons, 
more competent and better supplied with 
the proper facilities, to rouse themselves 
from their inaction, and “ let slip ” inquiry 
for the discovery of the much useful in- 
formation as yet acquirable in this depart- 
ment of our profession. To me, indeed, it 
la matter of regret, that, in the views I have 
taken, I should he under the necessity of 
dittoing so widely from the opinions of men 

ve*eminently distinguished. In doing so, 
hope I hare not transgressed the limits 
of legitimate discussion ; and to the unpre- 
judiced portion of the profession I shall not 
oily leave the decision respecting the ques- 
tions in dispute, but to that decision I, at 
least, am ready to submit with the utmost 
deference and befitting respect. 

. S3, Trinity College, Dublin, 

Nov. 25th, 1830. 


MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE REDUCED TO 
THE CAPACITY OP A BAKER. 

An Attorney-Coroner, on being elected 
for a small district of a large county, applied 
to a neighbour in the medical profession to 
learn what work he should read, saying 
« that he supposed he ought to know a 
little of medical jurisprudence. The Doctor 
■poke of Faria's, and Fonhlanque’a work. 
«« Oh^' replied the attorney-coroner, “ I 
have seen that book, it is too deep for me ; 
it' is deeper than Garrick.” Beck's Ele- 
ments were then mentioned as being more 
explanatory and easier of t comprehension. 
“ Ah, then,” exclaimed the new-made 
Rhedamanthus, << will you Und me the booh 
for a few days? !!H 


THE LANCET, 

London, Saturday , January 8, 1831. 

The period is not ffcr distant when our 
medical, as well as our political, institutions* 
will feel the ameliorating influence of the 
intellectual revolution, which is now in pro* 
gress from one end of Europe to the other. 
The voice of philosophy in France, the ac- 
clamations of triumph in Belgium, sad the 
humble whine of concession to the stem 
dictates of necessity in broken-hearted Bri- 
tain, proclaim the dissolution Of systems in 
every department of life, whose existence 
was protracted, unfortunately, too long for 
the happiness of mankind. 

To whatever point, indeed, of the social 
world we turn, the sight is gratified by 
the prospects of futurity, and the ear salut- 
ed with Sounds of promise, whidh evdTjr 
movement of the mighty mass asserts the 
advent of a novel aud a better era in the 
melancholy history of man. The various 
and rapid phenomena of the moral boriaon, 
predict in short, the succession of an age of 
reason and intelligence, to an age of faith 
and credulity. There is, in fact, no mistaking 
these obvious signs of the times, and what is 
of nearly the same importance, (heir mein* 
ing may at length be promulgated without 
the fear of persecution. Principles which 
were silently entertained, or published with 
timidity by an order of men, whose superior 
genius placed them in the predicament Of 
being bom before the world wan capable of 
benefiting by tbeilr speculations,' have ~ ae- 
cumulated to such an overwhelming extent, 
Snd have become so generally diffused, that, 
from being enshrined in libraries open only 
to the eye of the curious, they hive bfecbme 
the ordinary topics of conversation among 
the humblest classes of men, and the judi- 
cious regulators of their opinions. 

We cannot, we conceive, render a more 
meet homage to this spirit of regeneration, 
whose diumbers we haVe sought to awaken 
from the first moment of our existence as 
public journalists, than that of pointing oCtt 
the obstacles which so long impeded its pro- 
gress in the medical profession. Already 
have we devoted, and ’not un profitably We 
hope, much of onr fidae and s^acC to ati ei- 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



THE EDINBURGH AND DUBLIH SCHOOLS. Mt 


jkMNcfAi iwMim ibaMi wbfch Wre 
been generated b y the monopolising modi* 
oil collflft t of iUi metropolK The pic- 
ture, however, would not be complete 
were we to omit throwing in the light 
end shade tarnished by the system of me- 
dieel government end edneetioe in the 
tfaiveisitiea of the lister kingdom#. When 
the ground if eleered of the rubbish bj 
which it is now occupied, it may be con- 
sidered how it shall be best filled up, and 
there will not be wanting architects to adapt 
plans to the circumstance# of the site of a 
new and improved a tt est ors of economy. It 
would, however, be worse than doing no- 
thing to attempt to patch up the eld edifice, 
whose rottenness defies the hand of renova> 
lion. 8oeh it certainly not our design in 
taking to pieces he corrupt materials. For 
the purposes of an experimental demon- 
stration of its noxiousness it has been kept 
together long enough by die fostering em- 
braces of the parasites who, like the ivy on 
die rum, draw nourishment from the impuri- 
ties of the tottering structure to which they 
pevtineoisnsly sling. In this country it baa 
produced nothing hat ignorance, distension, 
and a humiliating contrast with the condition 
of the edeatifie establishments of other na- 
tioes, whose Superior schemes of medical edu- 
cation have been supplying us with discove- 
ries end improvements in the healing art hr 
tke last half oentury. We might, in the pre- 
sent instance, take my one of these plans of 
instruction to measure the infrrierity of our 
own, and to demonstrate the necessity of 
their removal ; but we prefer taking our 
illoatrstions from our own institutions, as 
better understood by most of our readers. 

For this purpose the schools of Edinburgh 
and Dublin may be compared with each 
other with advantage, not for the purpose of 
giving sa envious superiority to one over 
the other, but to deduce from the contrast 
the necessity of eome better system than 
either of them supplies for the instruction of 
medical pupils. Apart from the conclusions 
to which a comparison of these establish- 
ments must add, their very different success 
forms a subject of interesting inquiry. With 
many local advantages in its favour, the 
school of Dublin has H yet kept at a re- 
spectable distance behind its northern con- 
temporary. Not only has the Edinburgh 
school supplied its own market with doctors, 


hut it hue also tarnished hsun end Bro^ 
lavs, we may say, with the great massed 

their practical physicians. No later than 
the last graduation at that city another proof 
was sdded to the truth of Dr. Duncan*# 
statement, which informs us that the number 
of Irishmen who took degrees in medicine 
in the University of Edinburgh exoeeded 
considerably the number of Scotchmen who 
graduated there during the last fifty years. 
To persons nnacquainted with its true cause, 
this simple fret must appear perfectly un- 
accountable, when they reflect that Dublin 
is blessed with the presence of a university 
as well as the capital of Scotland, besides 
: possessing nearly a tenfold proportion of all 
those materials which are supposed to be 
essential, or at least useful, to the success of 
a great medical Seminary. One, indeed, of 
the first things which strikes us in looking 
over the history of the Edinburgh Univer? 
sity, is its rapid elevation to eminence, con* 
treated with its original destitution of many 
at least of those attributes deemed neoesssry 
to the very existence of a school of medicine • 
Not many years back, compared with some 
of its contemporary universities, there was 
neither a professor of medioine in the Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh, nor a single hospital 
for the treatment of disease. Yet since the 
establishment of its medical schools it has 
been filled by a greater number of professors 
of eminence, and attended by more numer- 
ous classes of medical pupils, than sny one 
of the British universities. Success so ex- 
traordinary cannot be fairly imputed to acpi- 
dent alone : the constitution of the school, 
indeed, affords the most satisfactory solution 
of the problem, and explains in the clearest 
manner its unexampled prosperity. An out- 
line, therefore, of the economy of the Edin- 
burg h school will tend to elucidate the ob- 
ject we have in view. 

In the first place, then, the professors of 
this school derive front it no permanent sa- 
laries; their chief support befog obtained 
from the fees of their pupils. Secondly, 
they are not elected to their offices by the 
University, but by its patrons, the town 
council or corporation of Edinburgh, who, 
with the exception of one individual belong- 
ing to the Corporation of Surgeons, afe all 
unprofessional men. Thirdly, the fees of 
the pupils and expenses of graduation, were 
regulated, Rot by the professors themselves. 
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hi*t by the body whom we here just men- 
tioned. Fourthly, the possession of a pre- 
vious degree in arts, was not included, 
among the essential qualifications for gra- 
duating in Edinburgh, so that a consider- 
able economy of time and expense was se- 
cured to the students of this school. The 
power, in fact, of the professors over the 
regulations of the school, was at all times 
extremely limited ; and by the result of the 
late litigation between them and their pa- 
trons, that little has been diminished to no- 
thing. 

Such were the principal features of the 
Edinburgh school, which crowded its balls 
with pupils from Ireland and England, 
and which were so far productive of the 
best consequences. We may now proceed 
to notice the operation of these several 
causes of its superiority. 

Impolitic as it may appear, at first sight, 
that a corporation composed for the most 
pmt of mercantile men, should preside over 
a scientific institution, and appoint its pro- 
fessors, the practice, besides being justified 
by the event, will bear the test of theoreti- 
cal examination. Assuming the fact (and 
in the present instance we may Bafely 
do so, their interest and their duty hav- 
ing coincided) that this unprofessional 
body of men was determined to do justice 
to the University, they were at least exempt 
from one of those sources of abuse which 
has been found to preponderate against 
every other qualification of electors to uni- 
versities. Having little or no connexion 
With medicine, and judging of course of 
their fitness for office exclusively by the 
public proofs which they gave of their 
merit, electioneering jobs were completely 
excluded from the performance of their 
duties. They had, in fact, only to look 
around, when a vacancy in the University 
occurred, and select the individual who 
evinced most talent, and had acquired the 
greatest share of reputation in the cultiva- 
tion of that science, for the tuition of which 
he was required. In general, we believe, 
this duty was conscientiously performed by 
the Town Council of Edinburgh, much more 
honestly, at least, than by any other body 
of scientific or literary electors belonging to 
universities. By such an arrangement, there- 
fore, one great source of corruption was cut 
offj tytyl a Mccasrioa of able professors se- 


cured to the school* la this comparative 
approval of such a system of epptiatuig 
professors, we do not mean to assart that it, 
is the best that could be devised j our ob- 
servations merely go the length of demon- 
strating by its results its superiority over 
every other scheme of ^elsotion in present 
use. To every unbiassed mind, the system 
of election by public examination, must, of 
course, appear the best. While the former 
mode of filling the chairs of the University of 
Edinburgh supplied it with eminent men 
in their respective departments, the mode 
of paying them extorted exertion. Having 
no salaries independent of labour, they were 
of necessity compelled to exert themselves 
in order to have pupils. “In every pro- 
fession/’ says Adam Smith, “ the exertion 
of those who exercise it, is always in pro- 
portion to the necessity they are under of 
making it. This necessity is always greatest 
with those to whom the emoluments of their 
prqfession is the only source from which 
they expect their fortune, or even their 
ordinary resource to subsist/* 

The important principle of action involved 
in these remarks, was fully developed in 
the conduct of the Edinburgh professors, 
whose fortunes depended on the assiduity, 
they displayed in teaching the science 
they professed. The arrangement, which, 
thus precluded indolenoe from the discharge 
of their duties, prevented them, at the same- 
time, from extorting exorbitant fees from 
their pupils, for they had not the power of 
compensating the deficiency of permanent, 
salaries by exactions on the students, as is. 
usually the case in those places where such 
power is conferred. Were this power, in- 
deed, possessed and exercised by them in 
the manner in which avarice too often sug- . 
gests, it would have completely frustrated , 
every other advantage of economical ar- 
rangement which we have noticed in the* 
University of Edinburgh. It also served, 
we conceive, materially the interests of the 
University, that its scheme of education.was. 
not entirely projected by the “iSenatu* 
Academicus/' A literary and scientific* 
body of that kind might be inclined to ex- 
pect (particularly as their taste and interest 
were agreed on the point) too high qualifi- ; 
cations from their pupils — to impose too, 
great a weight of learning on them, in order 
to lighten their pockets but the great mass 
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WOUND OF THE EYE. *95 


<rf liliHiil are usable in theee 

osontiaes to oomfAj with such expensive 
dinNdf, er to derate m nteeh time M 
might be required of them to a lengthened 
course of instruction. Comparatively su- 
perior, however, as these several ordinances 
wese, they would never have enabled the 
Uatveuity of EoiNsuaoH to rise to that 
degree of eminence, had their operation not 
been assisted by the perverse laws of the 
College of Dublin and of the English uni- 
versities, which we shall take an opportu- 
nity of contrasting with the coostitation of 
the university just described, in the 'next j 
Lancet. j 


SINGULAR CASE OF WOUND OF THE EYE. 

In one of the late numbers of Graefe u. 
Wanker's Journal we find the following 
case by Dr. Salomon of Schleswig : — 

H. S., setat. 24, was on the 3rd of July, 
1824, shot in the right eye, and as the acci- 
dent had happened during bird shooting, 
it was supposed that a small shot had 
entered the eye. Dr. Salomon found the 
man about an hour after the accident with 
violent pain in the right eye, and difficulty 
of moving it ; the upper eyelid was red and 
much swelled, so that the pstient could 
hardly open it ; and nearly in its middle, 
about three lines from the edge, there was 
a small wound of the size aad form of a com- 
mon grain-shot; the grain had passed 
through the eyelid, and entered into the 
globe at the external margin of the cornea, 
where there was a small aperture, through 
which part of the iris had prolapsed ; the 
conjunctiva of the sclerotic was very much 
injected ; the cornea was transparent, but 
rather unusually prominent ; of the iris no- 
thing could be seen on account of the ante- 
rior chamber being filled with blood. There 
was a great discharge of tears, and sight was 
of course completely destroyed ; in other 
respects the patient was pretty well ; there 
were no cerebral symptoms, &c. He was 
ordered to be largely bled, to have ice ap- 
plied to the wounded eye, and to take a 
saline aperient; the right eye was closed 
with adhesive plaster. On the next day the 
inflammation had become more intense ; the 
conjunctiva discharged much mucous serum, 
and rose in small vesioles; the pain was 
very violent and the fever high ; the prolapse 
of the iris not altered. He was ordered to 
be again bled, and' to continue the other 
remedies.' On- the * third day the conjunc- 
tiva was still more swelled ; the mucous dis- 
charge continued, but was rather more con- 


sistent. The patient was bled a third time, 
and besidea the application of ice, a solu- 
tion of the acetate of lead in a dvcoetum 
malvffi was instilled into the eye. No alte«- 
ration having taken place on the fourth day,, 
a large quantity of leeches were put round, 
the eye, as the general state of the patient, 
did not admit of his being bled a fourth time. 
Besides Abe saline aperient, calomel and fric- . 
tions of mercurial ointment round the eye 
were ordered. Under this treatment the, 
pain had, on the seventh day, entirely sub- 
sided, but the swelling of the conjunctiva 
was notin the least diminished, the prolapse 
of the iris had quite disappeared, and the eye 
appeared like a piece of flesh, similar to 
What is observed in gonorrhoeal ophthalmia. 
Dr. Salomon now scarified the conjunctiva 
and ordered the eye to be fomented with a 
solution of the oxymoriate of mercury and 
the tincture of opium. This had the desired 
effect, and the swelling of the conjunctiva 
had on the tenth day so much subsided, as 
to render the- prolapsed iris again visible, 
which being found to have become detached . 
was accordingly removed ; the wound of the . 
cornea and that of the eyelid were completer' 
ly closed ; the anterior chamber of the eye > 
continued, however, to be filled with blood; ' 
of the foreign body nothing could be seen, 
and sight was still completely suspended. In 
order to promote resorption a large blister 
was put on the neck, the patient well purg- 
ed, and the external application of sublimate 
and the tincture of opium continued. On i 
the sixteenth day the first signs of resorp- 
tion were observed at the upper part of the 
cornea, through which the iris began to shine, 
and after a few days more the patient began 
to distinguish light. On the twenty-fifth 
day the extravasated blood was almost en- 
tirely resorbed, when all on a sudden, with- 
out any perceptible cause, a slight nebula 
was observed behind the pupil, which gra- 
dually increased, and on the twenty-ninth 
day, filled the posterior chamber, so as to 
produce again complete blindness. This 
evidently proceeded from cataract, owing 
probably to a lesion of the capsule. The 
patient was now ordered large doses of calo- 
mel, and mercurial frictions, and to instil a 
weak infusion of belladonna. On the fifth 
day of this treatment, salivation began to • 
take place, and the mercury was accord- 
ingly omitted; but at the same time a very 
remarkable change became visible in the 
cataract ; radiated fissures were seen in it, 
and after a few days the lens fell into several 
fragments, a few of which were deposited in 
the anterior chamber. From this moment' 
absorption went on very rapidly, and on the * 
forty -fifth day no trace of any fragment of the 
leus could be discovered. At the lower por- 
tion of the anterior chamber only a small 
whitish point rejasked, which* after sen* 
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tHBe ww dhcowed to be <he gnua |»or- 


rtranded by ffoccufoat lymphatic matter. 
Sight was completely restored, tad the p»- 
tlent complained only of much irritability is 
the left eye, on account of which he was or- 
dered to continue the external use of the 
opiate solution, 

■ At present, six years after the accident, 
the grain is still in the eye surrounded by 
Whitish semi-transparent lymph, and with- 
out causing the least inconvenience; the 
cicatrix of the eornea is not transparent, but 
being at its margin it does not hinder sight 
materially ; the pupil is of an oval form ; 
the iris is perfectly sensible and not dis- 
cbloured. 

f *r i 

* 

' SUCCESSFUL CASE OF SVMPITTSEOTOMT, 

. The account of this case ia extracted from 
tho *• Compte rendu des Tr, de la Soc. M6d. 
d# la Mosoil a," aad will ha read with into* 
rest, as it She w s the extant to whieh nature 
is capable of healing such lesions as are ne- 
cessarily produoed in symphyseotomy. As 
to the surgeon or accoucheur who performs 
it* we deuht whether we aaa praise him, as 
in oor opiniaa there do net exist say eases 
of labour in which this operation is neces- 
sity. or in any way capable of facilitating 
delivery. 

J. M., mist 23, of a robust constitution, 
aad in her first pregnancy, had been ia la- 
bour for about forty-eight hours, when M. 
Stock, of Gveutewald (Dee. de la Meuse), by 
whom the case is related, saw her for the 
first time; the waters had escaped at the 
beginning of labour; the child seemed to 
have been dead for some time ; the external 
genitals were swollen and very painful, and 
a great quantity of meconium and bloody 
mucus was discharged from the vagina. 
The uterine contractions had almost entirely 
ceased. The neck of the uterus had com- 
pletely disappeared, and the os was fully 
dilated ; but the head, which presented with 
the occiput, was by for too large for the di- 
mensions of the pelvis ; the an taro -posterior 
diameter was only two iaehes and a half in 
length, and the branches of the pubic arch 
were so near one another, that hardly two 
fingers could be introduced into the vagina, 
so that the application of the forceps was 
out of the question. As the child had for 
some time ceased to give any signs of life, 
the heed was perforated, and after the 
evacuation of tho brain, tho blunt hook and 
the index were alternately uaed, in order to 
bring the head down the pelvis, but without 
ally effect. These various attempts lasted 
for several hours, aqd exhausted the patient 


to such a degree, tbit if seemed adtfcahl# t# 
give her a fewhomts* rest, jjfor wh sih thi 
tractions at tho head were ssosopactob^, 

but without any bettor effect, even, after a 
great portion of the bones of the hoad bad 
come away. Symphyseotomy was now de- 
cided as the only means to deliver the 
woman j a catheter was introduced sate tW 
bladder, and after tho incision, through tku 
skin and subcutaneous tissue of the mane 
veneris, the cartilage of the SQftftptyfe* w** 
cautiously divided. By the operation, the 
canal of the pelvis is reported to have be-/ 
come enlarged by an ineh more ; for that 
operator was able to introduce his hand into 
the vagina* and after having aefeed the re- 
maining portion of the bead, succeeded in 
bringing it down ; the trunk also soon fol- 
lowed. and delivery was, without any fur- 
ther difficulty, terminated by extraction.' 
The wound waa dressed with stickiag- 

{ >laster and a uniting bandage, and healed 
a a very short tune, wi t b en t any particular 
treatment, ansept that tlm patient was hep* 
low, aad ns quiet as possible. The loch tel 
discharge was very profase, and of a puru- 
lent kind, accompanied by hectic fever, ema- 
ciation, &c», which symptoms, however* 
within a short time, spontaneously ceased. 
About a twelvemonth after the person wad 
in very good health, except that she, since 
the operation, had been affected with incon- 
tinentia urines. 


MBBICAL FBIS AT KBW YORK* 

The following table, attracted from a 
“ Sketch of the State of Medicine in Ame- 
rica/' by Dr. Black of Bolton, will probably 
be interesting to oor readers. Some of the 
fees appear to us to be not ohly absolutely, 
but proportionally, too high ; and the dis-* 
tinction between different operations m 
reference to the degree of slf^ wbich they 
require, seems to be carried mhaU too far, 
and not very well managed * r thus, probably, 
as much skill, and certainly more time and 
trouble, are required in the operation for 
harelip than ia that of depressing cataract ; 
yet the remuneration fof -the former is only 
one-fifth of that for the totter, which is no 
less than S6f, # much fob- large * sum for 
ordinary occasions. 

DOLLARS, 

Verbal advice ... f »...•• • .from 0 to 16 
Letter of advice.. ........ .... 10 to 16 

Ordinary visit. ,... ....... .... 0 to 3 


* Dr. Black reckons the dollar at fear shillings 
|nd two-pence. 
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' XAUM, 

5 

Night visit .... T 

V«it, per mile, immm .... 4 Hi 

yWt to Staton Mmi .............. 10 

Doabh m winter or in ft storm. 

First vMrtnwpUicmfe er ether diseases, 
where pur s— l Asager it apprs- 

headed. ....•..»«*«*•• . « 5 

Each succeeding, under terns dream- 

stances 3 

Vaccination 5 to io 

Each dressmg of wound. ...... Its 5 

1 Cupping.......... 5 

Bleeding in arm or foot. ............ 2 

Ditto in jugular rein 5 

Dressing blister 1 

Scarifying eye. 5 

Puncturing (edematous awellinga • • • • • 2 

Inserting aeton 5 

Ditto issue 2 

Visit in heats, to be charged double 

Detention, per hour 3 

Ditto per day 25 

Introducing catheter 5 

Ditto ditto each itfooteding time . . 2 

Ditto in females 5 

Extracting ealculna from urethra 20 to 30 
Reducing simple fracture.. .... 10 to 20 

Ditto compound fracture 30 

Ditto dislocations ....... 5 to 20 

Ditto ditto of the hip 30 to 50 

Reducing prolapsus ani ............ 5 

Ditto hernia 10 lo 25 

Amputation of the breast 50 

Ditto leg 50 

Ditto hip or shoulder.. 100 to 150 

Ditto finger or too. ................. 10 

Ditto penis.... 20 

Extirpation of testis. . 50 

Ditto of eye 100 

Ditto tonsils 25 

Ditto tumour 5 to 50 

Perforating rectum ....... 25 

Ditto noetrils, ear, vagina, or 

urethra . • 5 to 25 

Opening abscess 1 to 5 

Dividing frenumlingum, or penis 3 to 5 

Phracentesis abdominis. . 15 to 25 

Ditto thdrads * 50 

Operation for the tie douloureux .... 25 

Ditto for hare-lip .... 25 

Ditto for hernia 125 

Ditto for fistula perinei 50 

Ditto ditto ih and 50 

Ditto for phymosis 10 

Ditto fistula lachrymalis 40 

Ditto paraphymoiis 10 

Ditto wry neck 50 

Ditto depressing cataraet 125 

Ditto extracting ditto 150 

Ditto popliteal aneurism 100 

Ditto carotid aneurism... ' 200 


Dhto for inguinal or external ilia*. • . . 2001 




5tr 


aoiAxas* 

Dtttohnehial O 

Ditto radial, or ulnar 25- 

lithelnmy 150 

Breechetomy. ............. ........ 25 

Trephining 100 

Circumcision . . 10 

Common case of midwifery . . . . , 25 te 35 
Tedious er difficult labours . » . . 36 to 60 

Case of gonorrhoea. 15 ts 30 

Ditto syphilis. • ............ .. 95 te 160 

Preparing and giving enema.. 9 

Visit for opinion involving a c^ e es ti en 
at bw, and in which e physician may 

teewbpesneed 5 

Extracting teeth nt patient’s house .. . • 9 

Ditto tt the surgeon’s 1 

phawmaci w w ** e w enwns. 

A simple prescription fimfohad ...... f 

Pilb, per dozen......*.... 4 

Boluees, each 4 

Electuaries, per ounce. ........... .. 1 

Infusions, per pound 9 

Solutions, per pound ; . . . 4 • If 

Tinctures, per ounce .... ........ . f 

Ointments and cerates, per ounce .... f 

Blisters according to site. • .... If to 9 f 

Decoctions, per ponnd 9 

A single medicine dispensed without 

▼bit 4 . 2 

An anodyne draught * . . . * ......... f 


1 it 1 1 11 ■■■■■ 

ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 

MMOVAL or AN INFLAMED OLANp IV AN 
OPXRATXON FOR CRUSAL HBBNIAv 

December 2tth. Sarah Smith, aged 49, 
was admitted at 10 o'clock a.m. ; states 
that for the last sixteen years she has 
been afflicted with hernia, which occa- 
sionally descended, but that she Waa dlwsyi 
able to replace it until last Friday, when 
it agiHn came down, and resisted all bet 
efforts for its return. She accordingly ap- 
plied in great pain to the medical gentle* 
man who usually attended her, who after 
using the taxis audf giving some aperients, 
applied ice, and afterwards tried the tobacco 
enema, but Without avail. This gentleman 
also states that on Saturday, finding all bib 
attempts at reduction to be useless, he re- 
commended his patient to come from Rich- 
mond to St. George’s Hospital. This, how- 
ever, she did not do until Monday morning, 
and states that without her truss she Would 
hare been unable to make the journey. She 
also states that on setting out, the tumour 
in her groin was much larger than on her 
admission. Her symptoms were, some pain 
in the abdomen, though not so severe as 
it was; bowels costive for the last four 
| days ; tongue (lined ; pube 90, and rather 
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strong. It may be remarked that there was 
no vomiting, nor was the abdomen at all 
tense. 

Shortly after her admission sh e was placed 
in a warm bath, and the .taxis was em- 
ployed. 

One o’clock. The surgeons arrived, and the 
taxis was again, employed by Mr. Bubington 
for a short period. This gentleman imme- 
diately proposed an operation, which was 
objected to by Mr. Keate ; however, on its 
being represented to Mr. Keate (by Messrs. 
Babington and Hawkins) that the woman 
had been ill so many days, that every effort 
at reduction, had proved useless, and that 
she had already been four hours in the hos- 
pital, he consented. 

On Mr. Keate being questioned on the 
subject of the complaint by a pupil, be ob- 
served that “ it was a crural hernia imme- 
diately in contact with the crural sheath, 
and aa distinct ft case as ever came under 
liis notice.” 

OPERATION.* 

Mr. Babington proceeded to make ft per- 
pendicular incision in a line with the 
tumour, after, which he divided some cellu- 
lar tissue ; he. then proceeded to divide the 
fascia, when a soft tumour came into view, 
which for a short time was. mistaken for the 
hernia. The surgeons, however, were con- 
vinced of their mistake, and Mr. Babington 
proceeded to remove more cellular tissue, 
but no hernia was discernible. Mr. Keate 
then passed his finger as far as the crural 
ring, and stated he felt the intestine 
pressing against the ring. Mr. Babington 
immediately removed the soft tumour, which 
proved to be an inflamed gland , and looking 
round said, that the hernia had passed up 
and he was happy he had not to divide the 
Stricture. 

The answers made by the surgeons in a 
body to the pupils, were not very satisfac- 
tory ; and on application to them separately 
to ascertain *' what kind of hernia it was,” 
one surgeon stated that it was omental, 
another intestinal, and a third, that “ if it I 
were intestine he saw above the gland, 
it was very dark-coloured,” but could not 
give a positive answer. 

A suture was introduced, a T bandage 
applied, and the woman was placed in bed. 
She waa ordered as follows : — Epsom salts, 
one drachm ; Peppermint water , half an 
ounce, in the form of a draught , to be re- 
peated every hour till the bowels are moved. 
Bight p.m* Calomel, ten grains immediately. 

Dec. 48. Has passed a bad night, no 
sleep ; gTeat pain in the abdomen ; tongue 
foul *, pain in the head ; vomiting incessant ; 
hiccup ; pulse 100, and very weak ; bowels 
very slightly open. Calomel to be repeated 
immediately , She also had a common injec- 
tion in the course of the night. 


THE WRIST* 

She is now ordered some brandy and soda 
water to allay the irritation of the stomach. 

Eight o’clock p.m* Vomiting continues; 
bowels not yet opened ; . pulse 100, weak 
and fluttering ; the. woman teems to be fast 
sinking. Repet, enema com. The brandy 
and soda water to he continued. 

29. Eleven o’clock a.m. The woman died. 

Examination 27 hours after death • 

On opening the abdomen there appeared 
no traces of recent inflammation, there were 
some adhesions between the peritoneum 
and omentum, which appeared to have 
existed for some time. On directing atten- 
tion to that particular portion of intestine 
which was the immediate object of our in- 
quiry it proved to be quite free , somewhat 
dark-coloured for about two thirds of its cir- 
cumference, but certainly not in a state of 
mortification ; it seemed, however, not to 
have regained its tone ; there were no 
adhesions between it and the sac, nor was 
any portion of it under the cruial arch. 


HOPITAL DE LA CHARITE. 

VASCULAR TUMOUR OF THE WRIST— LIGA- . 

TURE OF THE BRACHIAL ARTERY. 

D , aetat. 36, of a vigorous constitu- 

tion, was admitted oq the 10th of Novem- . 
her, with a tumour at the right wrist, 
which, according to. bis statement, had about . 
six mopths ago begun to form, without ever 
causing any great inconvenience. It occu- . 
pied the whole circumference of the wrist, 
was free from pain, even on pressure, and 
exhibited obscure fluctuation ;.the skin was 
of reddish hue, the subcutaneous veins were 
distended with blood, and the pulsations of . 
the radial artery were felt very superficially. 
In order to clear up. the diagnosis of the 
case, which M.Roux was rather disposed 
to consider as one of white swelling, an ex- 
ploratory puncture was made at the most 
prominent part of the tumour, which gaye 
issue to a small quantity of bloody serum, 
and during which, M. Roux thought he felt 
the instrument enter the substance of the 
radius, and penetrate through a tissue of 
small osseous laminae. On further exami- 
nation, the tumour was found to pulsate in 
its whole extent; on compression of the 
brachial artery, these pulsations ceased, and 
the tumour diminished in size. All these 
symptoms convinced M. Ronx, that the case 
was one of vascular tumour in the substance 
of the bone. As to the moat proper method 
of treatment, he. hesitated between the liga- 
ture of the radial or. brachial artery, but 
finally decided upon tying the latter. The 
operation was performed on the 7 th of De- 
cember in the following manner An iaci* 
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sion, two iiclies in length, was made at the 
inn«r side of the middle of the upper arm t 
nod the vessel raid bare for about half an 
indrf a double ligature was then paaaed 
under it by means of a director, and the 
artery tied, with the interposition of a cy- 
linder of sticking-plaster between the threads 
and the vessel. At the moment when the 
ligature was applied, the tumour became 
less in si&e, and the pulsations in it cessed 
altogether. The wound was covered with 
lint, and a bladder with ice was applied 
over the tumour. On the following day the 
tumour had still diminished in size ; the 
temperature 6f the arm was slightly in- 
creased, and the patient was in every re- 
spect going on well. — Lane. Franf. 


HOSPITAL DE BICETRE. 

ASPHYXIA IN INSANE PERSONS. 

It seems that in some cases of insanity, 
and in particular in the last stage, which is 
characterized by several paralytioal affec- 
tions, the pharynx, oesophagus, and muscles 
of the larynx,* are also in a state of torpidity; 
so that, after deglutition, the bolos remains 
in the pharynx, and either by the intercep- 
tion of air, or by entering the cavity of the 
larynx, may cause asphyxia. The following 
two cases of this kind were lately observed 
by M. Ferras, at the above hospital. 

A man, about forty years of age, bad, 
after several attacks of mania, became idi- 
otic, and affected with general paralysis, — 
such as trembling of the limbs, insensi- 
bility of the skin, stammering, &c. ; the 
digestive and respiratory secretions were 
natural. On the morning of the 25th of 
November he appeared to be in his habitual 
state of relative health, and at noon or about 
one o'clock sat down to dinner as usual, 
when he suddenly and whilst eating dropped 
down, and was, after a few minutes, found 
by the u interne" without any signs of life ; 
no spasmodic affeotion of the respiratory 
organs, or any kind of struggle, had pre- 
ceded his death. On examination, the 
brain exhibited signs of chronic imflsmma- 
tion ; the cavity of tbe pharynx contained a 
large quantity of half-chewed food, part of 
which was found pressing on the upper sur- 
face of the epiglottis, so as to intercept 
completely the passage of air; in the cavity 
of the larynx there was also a small portion 
of food, and the trachea and larger bronchia 
contained about two ounces of it. The other 
viscera did not offer any-thing of interest. 

The same accident happened to a man of 
about 60 years of age, who was affected with 
epilepsy and mania, and after having been at 
the hospital for several years, had lately 
been placed in the “ Section des Incura- 


bles." He was once, observed suddenly to 
stop ; and as the keeper thought it was one 
of his usual fits, he did uot take any notice of 
him until he saw that he was quite motionless. 
Assistance was immediately procured ; and 
as no cause of this sudden death could be 
found, it occurred to the “ interne" whether 
tbis was not a case of asphyxia dependent 
upon the same cause as in the instance 
related above ; he accordingly examined the 
pharynx, and succeeded in extracting from 
it and the oesophagus a large quantity of 
bread and other food ; but it was without 
any effect, and life remained extinct. On 
examination of the body, the pharynx and 
oesophagus contained scarcely any food, but 
in the larynx almost half an ounce of it was 
found ; the trachea and bronchi!? were 
healthy ; the lungs were slightly emphyse- 
matous. — Lane. Franf. 


ELECTION OF AN ASSIST A NT -SURGEON TO 
WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 

A vacancy has occurred in the office of 
assistant-surgeon to the above hospital, and 
Mr. G. D. Dermott, of Gernird Street, has 
addressed an admonitory letter to the gover- 
nors, in which he offers himself as a candi- 
date for the situation, in the hope that an 
example will be set in tbe present instance 
by a public election. The following is an 
extract from Mr. Dermott's appeal : — 

“ At present medical officers are chosen 
for public institutions, in England, by a 
shameful process of intriguing after private 
interest. My proposal ia that you place 
this election upon the basis of merit, just as 
medical elections are conducted in France. 
Let there be a public and fair examination 
of the professional merits of those who may 
offer themselves as candidates before com- 
petent and disinterested judges, members 
of the profession, or other gentlemen who 
may wish miscellaneously to attend. 

“ It has been stated that an examination, 
as to capability of talent or professional 
knowledge, would be offering an indignity 
to the medical candidates : but who are the 
men that say sol Those very individuals 
who depend upon their private interest, not 
upon professional knowledge, for their suc- 
cess ; and who, at the sound of an examina- 
tion, would, retire into the dark abodes 
of * Owls ’ and ‘ Bats.’ The held would 
then be thrown open to just competition ; 
the medical man would beepme hospital 
physician, surgeon, or apothecary, in a way 
most honourable and gratifying to himself; 
and instead of feeling that the scrutiny of 
his talent had insulted his merit, it would 
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for ewer mmrnmd him with a epfendoar of 
well-earsed fame, and bestow confidence is 
the public mind as to the treatment ef pa* 
fleets within the institution. 

“ A man, on the other band, who obtains 
hospital appointment by the present ferret* 
fag system, wreath* weeds for his brow 
instead of laurels ; and I, for one, whatever 
may be my personal friendship and esteem 
for «one of my brethrea who are at present 
hospital surgeons, shall for ere* regard such 
a process of obtaining false fame and increase 
wf pecuniary gain, with the utter contempt 
which it deserts*. Should you however, 
gentlemen, throw open the election to fair 
eompetilien, I would he the first to throw 
doom jpy gauntlet. 

“ Lastly, let me entreat yon to embrace 
fats occasion to prove to the world that you 
are real philanthropists; that you are advo- 
cates for liberty of science ; that you wish 
merit and fame, like twin sisters, to go 
hand in hand ; that yon have the welfare of 
the institution, the welfare of the patients, 
and the welfare of all your countrymen, at 
heart." i 

“ Westminster Dispensary, 

Gerrard Street, Soha, 

Nov., 1830." 

ON THE EAWS WHICH REGULATE THE 

MOTIONS OF THE IRIS. 

The experiments of Berzelius, Monro, 
Jacob, and Bauer, tend materially to prove 
that the iris is shaped from muscular fibres, 
which are arranged into a ewoular and a 
radial system ; the first is supposed to effect 
the closure ‘ the last, the dilatation of the 
pupil of the eye. 

More than a hundred years age, the in- 
dustrious Mery failed, after a long search 
for muscular fibres, in detecting their exist- 
ence : the penetrating eye of Dr. Knox has 
been alike unsuccessful : Zinn could not 
discover circular fibres, and I much doubt 
whether he has been less happy than others 
fa: his researches. The foots which I am 
about to tttetition, may be accounted for by 
the contractions and dilatations ef the radial 
fibres; or by the alternate motions ef the 
circular and radial : as the latter are gene- 
rally admitted, I follow them, although not 
eonv faced of their truth. 

Both the circular and radial fibres are 
concerned, either rn a contraction, -or a 
dilatation of die pupil ; neither the former 
nor the latter effect takes place in health ‘(I 
cannot answer for disease), without the con- 
currence of both ; contraction being deter- 
mined by the greater action of the circular, 
and dilatation by ih at of the radial system. 
This is seen best when a ooaeentratcd light 


is introduced fata a dark apartmata, md 

permitted gradually to approach the eyo, 
until the pupil becomes extremely small ; It 
will then bo observed, that the circle of the 
pupil is first contracted — that the radfcd 
fibres again dilate it, but so slightly that 
the first motion was the most effectual ; and 
this alternation continues until contraction 
of the pupil is accomplished 4 Whoa the 
I light is withdrawn, its stimulus coming to 
affect the circular fibres, the radial contract 
and increase the aperture ; but the circular 
j now take on a counter action fa the same 
proportion as the radial did before, so that 
the pupil is again diminished ; these mo- 
tions continue until the pupil has gained its 
former siae. Those phenomena prove indis- 
putably, that if there are circular fibres, 
light is their direct stimulus, affecting them 
alone : light does not then relax the oppo- 
nent muscle, for it continues to Contract 
against the force of the other, which force 
seems' its proper stimulant, and which only 
yields to a strong light, not to the light of 
day. The fata er keeps the circular fibres fa 
a perpetual and almost invisible motion, 
which mottos, pulling on the radial fibres, 
keeps them greatly contracted. Henoe, 

U light is the stimulus which causes the 
orbicular fibres to ooatmot. 

Csatmotien of the orbicular fibres 
brings the radial fibres into a state of ten- 
sion, which tension is equivaleat to a direct 
stimulus, and causes their contraction. 

3. Tension is a stronger ttamuhmt to the 
radial, than the diluted light of dayis to the 
orbicular fibres, but weaker than the light of 
the sun, of a lamp, &». 

T. G. Hake. 

Glasgow, Dec. 23th, 1890. 


treatment of chronic enlargement o* 

THE TON81LS WITH IODINE. 

By G. Smith, 

In a late number of The Lance* I in- 
serted the results of a case of renula which 
I successfully treated with iodine tinet., to 
which case 1 was induced to give publicity 
before the core was completed, that others 
who should meet with this disease might 
give this medicine a fair trial in preference 
to the usual modes of operating, which have 
with few exceptions been not onfly painful 
and hazardous, but uncertain in their results. 
Finding that the iodine* in this case acted so 
powerfully, and with such certainty, 1 de- 
cided on trying its merits in other cases of 
a similar character, on the first favourable 
opportunity which should occur in practice. 
The following is a case of congenital en- 
largement of the tonsil glands, with the 
effect of iodise, as inserted in my case* 
bookt— 
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serge ry Febtwy Mb last ; eampiataed of 
•«o psi», hot hadg rastdkfioutty of brea firing, 
particularly in the night when asleep ; each 
inspiration was performed with a laborious 
effort io the isspi t s l sr y mass l as » sod from 
the alternate hurried and oppressive breath- 
ings nometmes a oouskkrebte cessation 
was produced ; tbe parents of the boj were 
only anxious to learn if the disease was 
likely to prove suddenly fatal, as they did 
not flatter themselves that any-tbing could 
be done te alleviate his sufferings, much 
less did they anticipate a cure. His ddfi- 
cuky of breathing arts flrat observable when 
four months old, gradually becoming more 
troublesome, but within the last two or 
three y tars it was quite alarming ; tbs parents 
of (he boy had applied to every source for 
relief where there was tbe most remote 
ehanee, but all infused to interfere in s ease 
Which had always been treated by operation, 
and that operation ascertain in its res ul to, 
With tbe exception of one of our old ladies, 
who promptly applied a blister nil over the 
ebest, endtprpnouoeed the dieease consump- 
tion. From the sonorous breathings, which 
could be heard at a considerable distance, I 
examined his threat, and eould enaily per- 
ceive an unnatural enlargement ef the tonsil 
glands, which were ooaniderably larger than 
ts generally thecase in eynasche tossiBaris ; 
Urey occupied the whole of the posterior 
aroh, pressing upwards the velum pendulum 
pdati, exciting frequent retching, with a 
suffocating feeling from the uvula passing 
behind the tonsils in inspiration, and re- 
quiring a convulsive effort to force it ante- 
rior to them. Such was the miserable 
situstioB of my young patient when first 
presented for examination. 

Not willing te leee time in a case which 
even an attack of simple catarrh might render 
fatal, 1 explained to them the necessity of 
prompt interference in a case so critical, and 
instantly proposed excision or ligature ns the 
only remaining chance ; the friends were, 
however, averse to any manual interference, 
anpposing that from his great weakness hs 
Could not rally after an operation. Re- 
collecting the great influence which I had 
repeatedly witnessed to be exerted by 
iodine, I immediately ordered eight drops 
q( the tincture (the strength of tincture 1 
use is in the proportion of thirty -six grains 
of iodine to one ounce of rectified spirit ; 
macerate for fourteen days and strain) twice 
a day in a little sugar and water, with direc- 
tion a to increase the dose two drops every 
necood day, sod carefully to observe what 
effect the increased dose produced ; when 
we had reached twenty-four drops three 
times s day, the patient complained of 
swimming in the bead, stupor, less of recol- 
lection, sickness, vomiting, end . bloody 


stools; these symptoms considerably alarmed 
the parents, hut they were , soon relieved 
by an emetic followed up with the warm 
bath and s laxatives that tbe stomach might 
regain its usual tone 1 euipendedtbe medi- 
cine for two or three days, and recommenced 
with only twelve drops (it may he noticed 
that if this medicine is suspended for any 
length of time, it is not safe te resume the 
dose that was given before the interval of 
suspension) three times s day, gradually in- 
creasing till we reached twenty-four drops, 
the former dese; the effect was not so alarm* 
ing as before, but I fovnd this was the maxi* 
mum dose, from ft partial recurrence of the 
former symptoms. The first change which 
was effected, as in my former case, was h 
general improvement in the system, which 
partially convinced me that itsoffset might 
be salutary to some extent, and that by 
steady continuance in its nse more would 
be effected than I had ot first anticipated. 
Watching narrowly from time to time for a 
lessening of tbe general structure of rise 
gland, I was not s little mar p r is e d on the 
tenth week of the medicine to see on the 
anterior part of the Tight tonsil four small 
openings, which I concluded were the ex* 
cretory ducts considerably dilated ; this nO 
doubt was the effect of the medicine, al- 
though operating very differently from what 
I expected; the glands appeared to be 
affected very peculiarly both in colour and 
alteration of surface ; the openings gradually 
enlarged till they attained the astonishing 
size of two tines in diameter ; with great 
caution I introduced my probe into each 
opening, and could easily feel several small 
gritty substances, which on extraction l 
found to be small calculi ; at different times 
I extracted ten in til, weighing on an average 
three and a half grains each. I washed the 
cavity with warm water, and gave strict 
orders that nothing but fluids should pass 
into (he Btomach. 

! am utterly unable to account for the 
peculiar way in which in this case the iodine 
acted, otherwise than by supposing that its 
influence on the glandular system, &c., was 
so great that there was a considerable ab- 
sorption of the natural structure of the 
gland, which continuing to act pressed on 
tbe contained substance or calculi, and 
these no doubt foand an easier exit at the 
excretory duct than any-where else. 

I gave the iodine a fair trial in two cases 
of chronic enlargement of the testida with- 
out any decided advantage. 

Barnsley, Yorkshire, Dec. 24, 1830. 
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CHOLERA MORBUS IN RUSSIA. 

[From a Correspondent .] 

It is said to be in contemplation to send 
a medical deputation from England to 
Russia, to investigate the nature of the 
epidemic prevailing in that country ; if so, 
we trust that the individuals composing it 
will be selected with judgment and impar- 
tiality, and not like Gibraltar, left to those 
who have an object in perpetuating the doc- 
trines of contagion and non-liability to 
second attacks. Should it be intended to 
make it a military medical deputation, and 
volunteers from the half-pay of the medical 
department are not procured, as it will be a 
service not only of severity but danger, it is 
to be hoped that the duty will be given to 
some of the accomplished and experienced 
officers who have been for many years luxu- 
riating on the wealth bestowed upon them 
by the public for services, the importance 
of which were hitkorto unknown to the offi- 
cers of the department generally. Amongst 
the number may be mentioned Sir James 
Fellows, Sir James R. Grant, Dr. Frank, 
inspectors of hospitals, and Dr. Somerville 
(formerly a member of the Army Medical 
Board), a name first in importance, and it may 
be added, the greatest in military medical 
jobbing, who is at present in possession of a 
house from the public, and 5001. per annum, 
at Chelsea, and of 600/. per annum, as a 
retired member of the Army Medical Board ; 
if this great, learned, and scientific doctor, 
in addition to his many accomplishments, 
is endowed with ordinary feelings, and 
should be asked for what services to his 
country he is thus remunerated, he would 
blush on recounting them ; yet, if reports are 
correct, these are the least part of hte spoilr, 
his loaves and fishes at the Cape of Good 
Hope and in Canada are unnumbered, but 
of which we may be able to give some 
account at a future period. It would be well 
if the director-general, whose propensities 
for jobbing are rather suspected, would take 
a hint, if it is not already top late, as it is 
said a view of tbe department is soon likely 
to be submitted to the public exposing the 
extraordinary chaos into which, either from j 
ignorance or motives more unpardonable, 
he has plunged it. Such a state of things 
is, perhaps, unprecedented in any organised 
department. 

We observe that by accounts from Berlin, 
dated December 24, the Minister of Science, 
of Instruction, and of Public Health, has di- 
rected four physicians to proceed to Moscow 
to study the cholera morbus in all its stages. 
Dr. Daune has already set out for St.Peters- 


burgh ; he will be followed by D ffl. Quuwka 
and Birchemtsch. The chief of the Physi- 
cians, Abert de Gumbetfben, irto put him- 
self at the head of this deputation. 


ALLEGED CLANDESTINE POST-MORTElf 
EXAMINATION. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — Many thanks for your exertions o 
behalf of the medical pupils of tl|irfmetropo- 
lis ; they have incurr^a deal* of gratitude 
to you, which they will not very easily pay. 
But with all your exertions, you have not 
been able to instil into the minds of ail our 
teachers, those principles of honour which 
ought to guide the whole of their conduct : 
witness tbe following circumstance which 
has lately occurred . — Having attended Mr. 
Waller's" excellent practical lectures oa mid- 
wifery at the School in Aldersgate Street, I 
afterwards attended the practice of the Lon- 
don snd Southwark Midwifery Institution. 
During this time, it fell to my lot to attend 
a poor woman who was delivered of a child 
with a very large tumour joining from the 
back of the head. The child died, and I 
was anxious to have the advantage of an 
inspection. My preceptor Mr. Waller, and 
likewise Mr. Tyrrell, who bad previously 
seen the case, both Wished for tbe examina- 
tion : whilst we were endeavouring to ob- 
tain permission, judge of my surprise aC 
hearing that Mr. Stanley, of St. Bartholo- 
mew's |Iospital, unknown to any of us, bad 
been ^ the house of our patient with some 
of his dressers, and bad actually the imper- 
tinence to propose an examination to be con- 
ducted by himself ; thus endeavouring to 
^deprive us, who had been anxiously watch- 
ing the case, and to whom it properly be- 
longed, of the advantage we had a right to 
expect in preference to any one else. I 
sincerely hope such a violation of profes- 
sional etiquette does not often occur. Since 
there is no tribanal for tbe punishment of 
conduct of this kind, the only chance of 
obtaining redress is to lay the grievance be- 
fore the public. 

I remain yours respectfully, 

I A Pupil of Me. Waller. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Mbdza. Should a reply to the paper in- 
serted this week be deemed, necessary, may 
we request that brevity be adopted as a 
motto. 

Q. asks, “Is it proper that poor patients 
should be sent from St. George's Hospital 
with their eyes $ut out?” , 
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Medicine no Mystery ; being a brief Out- 
line of the Principles of Medical Science, 
tifc, 8fc. By T. Morrison, M.D. Second 
edition. London : IL Washbourne, 1830. 
l£mo. pp. 165. 

The object of this treatise, as tbe author 
informs us, is to “ exalt tbe dignity of the 
science of medicine/ 1 and to “ induce edu- 
cated persons to take a general view of tbe 
principles of medical science, by removing’ 
tbe veil of obscurity and mystery which 
has so long been thrown over them !” What 
Dr. Morrison understands by the “ dignity" 
of the science of medicine, he has not been 
pleased to define ; but hs certainly takes 
-a very extraordinary way of upholding it, 
when he sets out with a gross and male- 
rolent attack on the majority of the mem- 
bers of the profession, the whole body of 
Eoglish surgeons in general practice. Ac- 
cording to Dr. Morrison, the only medical 
men deserving that title and the confidence 
of the public, are physicians, or that com- 
paratively small class to which he himself 
belongs. All the rest, or to use his own 
words, the persons “ who engross five- 
sixths of the practice of the medical art," 
nre 

- - — “ low pretenders — illiberal retail- 
ers of drugs and nostrums — empirical nos- 
trum-mongers — gross and ignorant dabblers 
in physic, whose only ideas of the profes- 
sion they presume to follow, are derived 
from hearsay and precedent, who (incapable 
of reading in the book of nature) are only 
confirmed in, their errors by the practice of 
them ; who mistake symptoms for causes, 
and in whose ’ short-sighted views the idea 
of an ailment and a nostrum are so insepa- 
rably united, that the one uniformly follows 
the other in their bungling and self-interest- 
ed practice.” 

* % 

Although it is sufficiently evident that it 

is the general practitioner who is here at- 
No. 385. 


tacked, yet we should have been almost un- 
willing to suppose that such abuse could 
have been heaped upon so respectable a. 
body, did not the author afterwards ex- 
press himself in still more unequivocal terms. 
He there expressly mentions “the apothe- 
cary," represents him as “ destitute of the 
power of understanding disease or temper- 
ament, thus making the body of his pa- 
tient a thoroughfare for his whole shop/* 
&c., and as, consequently, aggravating, in- 
stead of alleviating, the disease whifch be is 
| called upon to remedy ; and concludes by 
lamenting tbe general ignorance respecting 
the medical profession, which induces tbe 
unfortunate patient to trust his life in such 
hands. The foregoing extracts we have 
taken from the preface, which is of consi- 
derable length ; but the author takes every 
opportunity of returning to the subject in 
tbe body of tbe work ; thus, when speaking 
of the use of cold affusion in fever, he ob- 
serves, 

“ I regret to say, that this prsctic* has of 
late falleu into much disuse, sud I hove no 
hesitation in attributing this to the arts of 
the ignorant and interested nostrum-mon- 
gers, whose practices I have glanced at in 
the introduction. Cold water is a remedy 
that is not chargeable ; it is also a powerful 
and a quick mesas of curing disease: two 
circumstances sufficient to excite a hydro- 
phobia or dread of water among, the vile 
mercenaries I am speaking of. Accordingly 
they have left no means untried to bring 
this salutary practice into disuse,” &e. 

Considering that such language as this 
could not have proceeded from a person pf 
liberal education and enlightened under- 
standing, our readers will not be surprised, 
when we inform them, that though ushered 
in with such high pretensions, the treatise 
itself is utterly unworthy the “ scientific 
physician,” and would almost disgrace tbe 
“ miserable dabbler in-physic,” the “ des- 
LL 
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picable ” apothecary. The first part, or that 
which professes to give a brief account of 
the anatomy and physiology of the human 
body, is far inferior to some, and certainly 
superior to #f (he ^lteadJ-Kxistitfg 

popular woiks^hn the kubjedf ; (he second . 
port, which contains an imperfect classifica- 
tion of diseases (somewhat upon the Bru- 
nonian theory, viz., on the principle of ac- 
celerated or retarded action of the different 
systems), and purports to give a general 
illustration of their nature and treatment, 
j& in part almost unintelligible to the gene- 
ral reader, in part calculated to mislead him, 
and serves only to exhibit the ignorance 
.of the author and his incapacity for the com- 
. position of such a work. We may venture, 
therefore, to affirm, that no one after perus- 
ing it would have his knowledge of medi- 
cine increased or be at all more capable of 
* discriminating between the enlightened and 
-the ignorant practitioner. When we read 
that ** the muscular system is developed, 
to a certain extent, in the lungs ; ” that 
“ the motions of the diaphragm are alter- 
nate with those of the muscles which ele- 
vate .the ribs ; n that ** one of the most im- 
portant actions of the muscular system is 
the power that it exerts of moving the 
blood in its course towards the heart in the 
veins, which are themselves passive organs 
incapable of exerting any power over their 
contents ;*• that “ the tortoise and the crab 
have alike an entirely external skeleton 5” 

' that “ the pelvis contains all the floating 
bowels that '* the nerve of the Bense of 
taste is distributed over the tongue, palate, 
lips, inside of the cheeks, throat,’* &c. ; that 
inflammation terminates only in three ways, 
and that the “ purulent matter is always 
contained in a hag;” that “ all the diseases 
tailed dropsies originate either in a debility 
of the extreme vessels of the lymphatic 
system, or from some tumours which press 
on the main trunks of it, sod thus offer a 
mechanical resistance to the passage of their 
contents &c., See., &c., — we know not 
which to admire most, the ignorance or the 
Assurance of the author, and without occu- 
py* 1 ^ our time and space any futtber with 
ids miserable performance, we consign it 
and him to the well-merited contempt of all 
the respectable part of the profession* 


A Practical - Treatise «n Glanders and 
Farcy in the Horse t 8{c. By Richard 
Vines, VeUSurg., Teacher, of Anatomy 
at the Veterinary College. Coloured 
plates. London, Lobginan and Co., 1830. 
8vo. pp. 208. 

Glanders and farcy are among the most 
important, because they are the most de- 
structive, chronic diseases to which the 
horse is liable. If we but consider the pre- 
vailing opinion respecting the incurable na- 
ture of glanders, speh a work as that which 
is before us, professing to advocate new 
views on these subjeots, and proposing more 
effectual methods of treatment and cure, 
would at least have pretensions to the no- 
tice of all who take an interest in the most 
noble of our domestic animals. If it be als6 
admitted that medical science, or rather 
human surgery, is susceptible of. illustra- 
tion or improvement, by conclusions drawn 
from experiments upon brutes, perhaps the 
diseases under consideration are those from 
a true knowledge of which we may derive 
the greatest advantage by analogical rea- 
sonings, especially \Vhert these rite not car- 
ried beyond that proper and lirinted point 
to which the sister sciences of human and 
comparative pathology may safely go. 

These objects also are best attained when 
diseases are considered separately, and more 
at large than is uSaal in veterinary works, 
which, with a few exceptions, profess to 
explain the treatment arid cure of all mala- 
dies whatsoever, and thereby conceal a want 
of knowledge on particular subjects. But 
Mr. Vines’s publication, while it is free 
from this charge, has also other uncommon 
circumstances attending it. He bolds a 
situation as “ teacher of anatomy arid phy- 
siology at the Royal Veterinary College,’* a 
place whence no publication of any kind or 
character has emanated since the commence- 
ment of our journal, nor, we believe, fbr 
many years before, and even how, not only 
is this work not to be regarded as an official 
production of the united labours of the 
teaebers, but it mast be inferred from many 
parts of the work, that the author’s superiors 
“ in office,” Messrs. Coleman and Sewell, 
so far from assisting or concuriing in his 
experiments or views, wfcre, rather, directly 
opposed td them. Whatever may have beek 
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their motives .for this eooduct, the ciroom- 
stanoft oely t fiords Mother reason for ex- 
bramitg the opinions ef Mr. Vines more 
Closely, while it doeB not in itself impeach 
their value. ■ 

* The work commences with a short sum- 
mary of the opinions of various writers re- 
specting farcy and glanders, from the earliest 
times to the present ; and we find Mr. Vines 
■differing from a lobg list of veterinary 
authors* who; he says, page 8, 

** Have fallen into great error, by imagin- 
ing that glanders and farcy are caused or 
produced by a poison contained in the 
blood, and that on the effects of this poison 1 
depends all the alteration in the structure or 
disease of those parts which are generally 
affected,— as the membrane lining the noB- 
trils, the lungs, and skin. This is the doc- 
trine now maintained and taught by Mr. 
Coleman, and that the mode of action is by its 
attacking such parts of the body as are most 
susceptible of its action, constituting gland- 
ers when the membrane of the nose, or sub- 
stance of the lungs, is affected, and farcy, 
When the skin and lymphatic vessels are 
diseased ; and I apprehend this is the most 
generally-prevailing opinion even amongst 
non-veterinarians, farriers, and others ; and it 
is this notion of a poison, it appears, that has 
given rise to glanders being a specific dis- 
ease, and consequently to practitioners en- 
deavouring to discover a medicine which 
would hnite with the supposed specific poi- 
eon in the blood, to neutralize and destroy 
it by its specific effects.” 

At page 3, we find his own opinions ex- 
pressed as follows : — 

• ** All thesymptoms of disease which con- 
stitute glanders and farcy, invariably depend 
hpon the unhealthy state of the system into 
which it is reduced or brought, and not, as 
is generally supposed, from a specific poison 
contained in the blood ; and these symptoms 
of disease are feuad to depend on and arise 
from a variety of causes, whether they oc- 
£ur at the latter states or stages of common 
healthy inflammatory diseases, which take 
place either directly or indirectly, in diffe- 
reht parts of the body, such as strangles, 
feommon colds, distemper, inflammation of 
the lungs, grease, dropsy (anasarca or 
oedema), injuries, &o.; or whether they 
arise independently of such diseases. For 
when the system is brought into an un- 
healthy and a more or less debilitaled state 
from neglect, or by the improper treatment 
-of any of these diseases, and the following 
symptoms occur, they then constitute gland- 
ers qi farcy.” - - • • p 44 Under this view 
Pf the subject, then, it must appear that 
glanders and farcy are nothing 'more nor less 


than fehas indicating unhealthy disease of 
certain parts of the body, particularly those 
of the mucous membrane which lines the 
nose, the substance of the lungs, the cellu- 
lar membrane underneath. Veterinarian^ 
and farriers, from not having made a dis- 
tinction between the healthy and unhealthy 
state of the system when inflammatory dis- 
ease appears, or from being totally unac- 
quainted with the fact, have been in confu- 
sion, and fallen into many errors respecting 
glanders hnd farcy. For some contend that 
the symptoms of disease in one horse indi- 
cate glanders or farcy, and others that they 
do not, and consequently they have been 
obliged to make use of various auxiliary 
terms to express what they meant, such' as 
suspected , bordering on, or approaching to, 
glanders or farcy, words of little Or no im- 
port beyond that of showing that there are 
decrees of unhealthy appearances,, and 
which appearances constitute the symptom? 
of disease.” 

We shall forbear to quote from the chap- 
ter on the 44 symptoms which constitute 
what is termed glanders and farcy,” because 
they are confessedly liable to so muoh varia- 
tion ; and we Apprehend most of our read- 
ers are sufficiently acquainted with the po- 
pular opinions on the subject. The author 
next proceeds to describe these symptoms, 
when they are the 44 result of common in- 
flammatory diseases, as strangles, common 
colds, epizodtic disease, inflammation of the 
lungs,” &o,, and also tvlieb occurring inde- 
pendently of these diseased. 

He subsequently enters separately into a 
description of the diseases which are liable* 
if badly treated, to terminate in glanders or 
farcy, beginning with that affection of the 
throat and neighbouring glands commonly 
called strangles, in which he denies the pro- 
priety of the depletive system so generally 
followed, although we think that his mode 
of treatment will not be novel to the ob- 
servant practitioner. He endeavours to 
draw a distinction between the common, 
regular, suppurative, form of this complaint, 
and that in which it is suppressed and ter- 
minates unfavourably, sometimes in gland- 
ers ; but we see no occasion for dividing 
this pan of the subject into so many chap- 
ters oh the confusing repetition of 44 true 
and false strangles,” when all that is meant 
might have been expressed by pointing out 
the varieties of phenomena, and symptoms, 
which occur in a £aaljhy and a debilitated 
subjeot, 
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Distemper br epizootic disease lie con- 
siders is not infectious or contagious, and is 
to be treated in most instances with tonics, 
rather than by large bleedings and purga- 
tives, making allowance for the state of the 
horse and the season of the year, to which 
he always appears to ascribe particular in- 
fluence. 

In inflammation of the lungs our author 
reprobates the common practice of bow;elling 
and blistering as more likely to irritate and 
weaken the horse, than to produce good 
effect by their counter-action, and thinks 
that the debility thus induced is frequently 
the cause of glanders and farcy supervening, 
but sometimes also from the animal’s being 
taken to work, or turned out to grass, before 
they have sufficiently recovered strength. 
Violent bleedings are disapproved of. 

Having gone through his description of 
the diseases which sometimes terminate in 
farcy and glanders, which is not the least 
interesting part of the work, we come to the 
nature and causes of these affections under 
all circumstances, and when they arise in- 
dependent of other complaints. The author 
throughout appears to believe that the symp- 
toms conjoined, or separately, which con- 
stitute glanders and farcy, are considered 
as essentially indicating a debilitated, or, 
as he terms it, an “ unhealthy ” state of the 
system in general. When the skin only is 
affected, as with buds or ulcers, or cedema- 
tous swellings, the symptoms are called 
“ farcy,” but when the mucous membrane 
of the nostrils and lungs partake of disease, 
and become ulcerated with discharge of 
*' unhealthy” matter from the nostrils, and 
swelling and induration of the submaxillary 
lymphatic glands, it then takes the name of 
“ glanders,” but without any real difference 
being necessary in their treatment, although 
one set of symptoms may exist independent 
of the other. 

Tubercles, vomicae, and hepatization, &c., 
of the lungs, as being frequently found in 
conjunction with the external symptoms, 
are all separately considered, and at great 
length. The first of these, “ tubercles in 
the lungs,” has been the subject of much 
speculation and difference of opinion among 
medical as well as veterinary writers ; but 
even though u Laennec, Dupuy, and others, 
consider them as the product of an un- 
known cause,” we see no reason for such a 


| lengthened dissertation as our author gives $ 
he describes them as nothing more than 
“ cellular abscesses in a chronic state.” 
Vomicae are “ larger abscesses” produced 
from the same cause, but occurring in 
stronger animals ; and he adduces the fol- 
lowing experiment, to show that these 
affections of the substance of the lungs are 
the consequences of irritation and inflamma- 
tion, and an effect, cot a cause, of the other 
symptoms of glanders and farcy.-— p. 85. 

“ If the windpipe (or trachea) of a healthy 
ass is laid open, and an irritating fluid, as a 
solution of blue vitriol (sulphate of copper), 
be introduced, acute inflammation of the 
whole system would be the immediate re- 
sult , and if the animal has sufficient strength 
to withstand the effects for a few days 
without death taking place, which in most 
instances is the case, tubercles of the 
lungs containing matter or pus is almost 
certain to follow, and a quantity of water 
will also be found iu the chest ; and these 
results are commonly to be observed at the 
end of eight or ten days, when death mostly 
takes place. The same results will be found 
to occur, if an irritating fluid is introduced 
into the jugular, or any of the other large 
veins, and thus conveyed through the circu- 
lation to the lungs, or by inoculating the 
skin of the nostrils, or any other part of the 
body, with the matter of glanders or farcy, or 
any unhealthy matter taken from horses la- 
bouring under such diseases as grease,” &c. 
We find a further statement at p. 160, that 
he is prepared “ to prove that unhealthy 
blood taken from an animal not glandered, 
will produce similar effects as blood taken 
from a glandered horse. In the course of 
my experiment,” he says, “ I have pro- 
duced glanders and farcy, with a consider- 
able tuberculous disease of the lungs, and 
water in the chest, that ended in death in 
the course of ten days, by introducing half 
a pint of blood, taken from a rabid dog, into 
the jugular vein of a five-year old healthy 
ass.” 

Passing over a number of chapters which 
contaio some unnecessary reiterations, mix- 
ed with some good remarks, we come to the 
section where he treats, p. 150, of “ the 
predisposing and exciting causes of glanders 
and farcy,” which are thus described : — 

“ The causes which produce glanders or 
farcy, as well as the different diseases that 
they are found to follow, are, sudden changes 
of temperature, of clothing, of food, of air, 
and of exercise, as well as the improper 
treatment of diseases. 

« Unfortunately a great many persons 
suppose they possess sufficient skill and 
judgment to prescribe bleeding, physic. 
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diuretics, Ac., for their hones, but they ere ! 
often deceived, end generally suffer severely 
for their presumption. For when these re- 
medies are too frequently, or otherwise im- 
properly, administered, they become the 
cause of both glanders and farcy equally 
when the animal is in health as when he 
is labouring under disease, by producing a 
general debility as extreme as if they had 
become diseased from impure air, bad food, 
musty hay or oots, hard or excessive work, 
exposure to wet and cold, poor keep, &c. 
p. 157. 44 Much has been said about the 
infectious or contagious nature of both 
glanders and farcy. Mr. Coleman attri- 
butes the infection or contagion to a specific 
poison in the blood ; and he also asserts, 
that a similar poison exists in those animals 
where glanders or farcy is generated ; that 
it ia formed in the atmosphere of stables by 
the secretions and excretions of the animal, 
and that it is a compound of dung, urine, 
breathy and perspiration . But, in my opi- 
nion, any impure air which may be thus 
formed, only teuds to render the system 
debilitated and unhealthy ; and that from 
this cause, as well as from a variety of 
others, the blood and fluids which are 
formed are rendered vitiated or unnatural, 
and of an infectious or contagious character, 
and capable of producing general derange- 
ment or disease if introduced into the sys- 
tem of some other animals, especially the 
ass, which is almost naturally predisposed 
to disease from bad feeding, and the weak 
texture of its skin/' 

Our author is very severe upon this doc- 
trine of Mr. Coleman, considering it the 
ft very height of folly to rest satisfied with 
so idle and ridiculous a notion as that of a 
specific poison having crept into the blood 
and we are certainly surprised that the pro- 
fessor should be found advocating and teach- 
ing such an unscientific opinion, exploded, 
as it certainly is, by the most experienced 
in the veterinary profession. Both here 
and on the Continent, even the contagious 
nature of glanders has been made a matter 
of doubt by many writers. Mr. Vines attri- 
butes much to predisposition: he says, page 
167, ** If horses were not so treated as to 
be brought into a predisposed state, inocu- 
lation with morbid matter would be much 
less capable of producing those symptoms of 
disease than it is in many animals ; and it 
ia a well-known fact that there are some 
horses which resist disease by inoculation, 
and that there are others which are quickly 
affected.** * 

• “From my own experience,** *ays M. Dupuy, 
** and that of my colleagues, it would appear that 


In an important section, on the treatment 
of glanders and farcy, let Mr. Vines apeak 
for himself, p. 169 

“ Ac the commencement of most inflam- 
matory diseases, excepting chose in which 
the system is very weak, as in many cases 
of subacute inflammation, the circulation re- 
quires to be moderately reduced or lowered, 
but as soon as this has been accomplished, 
and the inflammatory disposition checked 
or subdued, the time very soon arrives when 
the system again requires to be gradually 
restored to its natural tone. Similar restora- 
tive treatment to this is required for horses 
much out of condition, whether from predis- 
posing or exciting causes ; for if, instead of 
f urther reducing the system by hard work aud 
diuretic medicines, &c., an opposite course 
was pursued, that of giving tonic stimulating 
medicines, the discharge from the nasal 
membrane, as in colds, &c., would continue 
healthy, and quickly subside, and the drop- 
sical swellings of the extremities gradually 
become diminished as the strength of tbe 
animal returned, and those diseases would 
not end in glanders and farcy near so fre- 
quently as they do at present.** — p. 171 
“ That mode of treatment, therefore, which 
1 am about to recommend both as a preven- 
tive and cure for glanders and farcy, and 
especially for horses very much out of con- 
dition, is, medicines of a tonic, stimulating 
nature, and such as by their effects, con- 
jointly with good food, air, and exercise, are 
capable of invigorating the whole system, 
and ultimately of bringing it into that healthy 
state for which every other remedy has been 
tried in vain.** 

Then follows an enumeration of those 
remedies, chiefly vegetable, stimulants, and 
tonic barks, which the author considers cal- 
culated to aid in producing the above effects, 
but he says, p. 172, — 

“ The medicine which I have found of the 
greatest service, whether it has been given 
alone or in combination with any of the 
others, has been cantharides .** — p. 174 : ■ 
'* Tbe action of thia medicine, when given 
internally for the relief of those symptoms 
of disease produced by debility of the sys- 
tem, and when the animal is unhealthy, is 
by increasing the appetite, and giving tone 
to the circulation, and promoting all the 
different functions of the body, and bringing 
them into a healthy state, changing the un- 
healthy discharges of the mucous membrane 
of the nostrils and the ulcers, as well as the 
ulcers of the skin, and' causing healthy 


? landers is rare in very cold countries, and abso- 
utely unknown in hut climates. From and about 
Poland to about tbe middle of France glanders ia 
frequently seen ; it is not common on the other 
side of the Pyrennees $ it is unknown in Africa.*— 
Note by the author. 
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granulation in those esses of glanders and 
' farcy which are recoverable.” 

It appears that “ with regard to remedies 
for glanders either in its acute or chronic 
form, Professor Coleman has nothing to offer. 
He has prescribed, by way of experiment, 
almost or quite all the mineral and known 
vegetable poisons : preparations of arsenic, 
antimony, copper, zinc, mercury, &c., 
hellebore, aconitum, digitalis, liyoscyamus, 
cicuta, belladpnna, &c. &c., have been 
ip various condemned subjects internally 
administered, but all without any specific 
or curative effect on this awful and obstinate 
malady.” 

“ Mr. Coleman has also kept horses that 
were glandered, for a time on sheep*s blood , 
without allowing them any kind of food, 
and I understand that some have also been 
crammed with balls of meat, but with no 
happier result than the before-named drugs.” 
Mr. Vines tell us that he was “ first induced 
to give cantharides a fair trial in glanders at 
the suggestion and persuasion of a profes- 
sional acquaintance,” whose name is not 
made public, and it seems that his earliest 
experiments were undertaken about three or 
four years ago. — p. 177; “On my inquir- 
ing into the history of the internal use of 
cantharides, I found that a very able surgeon 
of the name of Koberton had published an 
excellent practical work on the use of can- 
tharides in the human subject, recommend- 
ing it for the cure of gleets or affections of 
the mucpqs membrane of the urethra, and 
unhealthy^ spres in the skin. I also learnt 
that a Dr. Greenfield, from whom Mr. 
koberton acknowledges he was first led to 
try cantharides, had been in the habit of 
using it more than a century ago, and that 
bis success with it had been so great as to 
have excited the envy and malice of his pro- 
fessional brethren, who carried their in- 
irigues to such an extent as actually to pro- 
cure his committal to Newgate on a charge 
of prescribing dangerous remedies for the 
removal of disease.” — p. 178 : “Mr. Sewell 
has informed me that about twenty years 
ago the same intelligent surgeon, Mr. 
Robertdn, suggested the internal use of can- 
tharides in the horse, for the cure of glanders 
and farcy, to the supreme of the College, 
and that .a tripl of it was made but without 
success, the reason of which, I shall be able 
to show, arose from its having been given in 
too large doses.” 

It seems they gave a drachm at a time, 
which amounts to nothing short of poisoning. 

. To the talents and investigation of Dr. 
Koberton is certainly due the greater part 
of that which we at preseat know respect- 
ing the action of cantharides on the system, 
and a perusal of his work on the M Pigeases 


of the Generative System/^ in which be » 
employed this substance with remarkable 
success, will afford a high idea of his can- 
dour and industry. Mr. Vines takes seve- 
ral extracts from this author, descriptive of 
the effects of cantharides on the human 
system, and the modus operandi respecting • 
it, and afterwards gives an account of his 
own success, and the doses in which he has 
employed it in veterinary practice. These 
have been from six to twelve grains per 
diem, never more, combined with ginger, 
pimento, and other stimulants. The patient 
requires watching, and the medicine occa- 
sionally to be discontinued ; and it some- 
times happens that untoward symptoms 
arise from its use. At page 204, he says,— 

“ The proportions of cantharides which 
I have set down will, in nearly every in- 
stance, be found to effect what is required ; 
that is, when the animal is in a recoverable 
state ; and the only mode of effecting it is 
by beginning with a moderate dose, and ! 
very cautiously increasing it, and by con- 
tinuing it a snfficient time ; and on no ac- : 
count resort to such large doses as drachms, 
or even a scruple, as they invariably destroy 
the animal's appetite, and produce a high 
degree of inflammation in the intestines, 
kidneys, bladder, and general inflammation 
of the system, and frequently death.” 

Such consequences, however, could only 
occur from ignorance or neglect, or perhaps 
intention. On the whole, however, it would 
appear that cantharides is a most valuable 
medicine, and the author gives an account of 
several horses completely cured by its regu- 
lar administration. 

As far as regards the novelty of our au- 
thor's views, it must be remarked, that ha 
has nowhere laid claim to discoveries, but 
simply to having investigated and described 
glanders and farcy with more precision and 
success than his predecessors. It is not, 
therefore, to correct our author, to 
show what had been done before, that we 
have searched the pages of other writers, 
and we find there that cantharides was pre- 
scribed internally for horses, even as far 
buck as the time of Solleysel, or iu 1717. 

After this our reading does not furnish 
us with any. evidence of this substance 
being given medicinally to horses, until ' 
Mr. Koberton suggested ijs use to the col-? . 
lege teachers, who abused it as Mr. Vines • 
describes. 

Ou turning to Mjv B. Clark's Pharm^ * 
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copcei*, p. #T, we find it prescribed to tbe 
extent of seven grains, in s ball with pi- 
mento, and also in both drenches and pow- 
ders, as the principal means of suppressing 
glanders and farcy* §o that it was only 
with Mr. Clark that Mr. Robertoa’e “ sug* 
gestions ” were productive of any good 
effect, and this invaluable medicine, it ap- 
pears, was subsequently brought under the 
notice of Mr. Vines, who has hot been more 
successful than bis predecessors in giving 
a sure diagnostic symptom of glanders, un- 
less it be by his favourite phrases, *• an 
unhealthy discharge,” “ unhealthy appear- 
ance?, &c.,” and how far this is calculated 
to shed light on the subject we must leave 
to liis readers to determine. It must not 
be denied, tbut there is a certain morbid 
virulence, and a great risk of contagion, in 
many cases of slight discharge from the 
nostrils, which are almost unattended by 
other unhealthy indications, but bow are 
we to distinguish between these and what 
Mr. Bracy Clark calls “ a nasal farcy gleet,” 
our author terms “ an unhealthy nasal flux.” 

in closing our review of this work, we 
inust observe that the Bubject of glanders has 
lately become more interesting to the medi- 
cal profession, and we may add to the pub- j 
lie, in consequence of the well-marked esses 
brought forward by Dr. Elliotson of its ap- 
pearance, in the human subject. A notice of 
these cases was given at p. 234 of the pre- 
sent volume, and the identity of the dis- 
eases, or rather the fact of a most horrid 
and fatal disorder having been in several 
instances propagated by contact with the 
matter of glandered animals, seems to he so 
clearly established as to demand serious at- 
tention. 

W§ conclude by saying; that Mr. Vines 
allows a spirit of engrossing interest in his 
subject, and exhibits evidence of persever- 
ing industry —qualities which seldom' foil to 
effect their object ; and, on the whole, we 
must congratulate him on having produced 
a work which is calculated to benefit the 
profession. Th$ plates which accompany 
it are executed in gopd style, and are well 
adapted to illustrate the subject to which 
they refer* 


PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 

AMERICAN MEDICAL JOURNALS. 

Several of the American Journals are 
before us ; the dales of some of them, how- 
ever, are not very recent, in oousequeaoe of a 
delay which occurred in their transmission 
across the Atlantic. Amongst them we have 
four Numbers of the Maryland Medical 
Recorder (a publication recently started, and 
the existence of which will not probably bo 
pf very long duration), the North American, 
Medical and Surgical Journal for July 
18S0; and the American Journal of the 
Medical Sciences for August 1830. Of 
these the latter is by far the better periodi- 
cal ; it is, indeed, the best of the transat- 
lantic medical publications ; and, to make a 
comparison nearer home, is in mostsrespeets 
superior to the great majority of European 
works of the same description. 

The most remarkable of the articles |n the 
present Number of this latter Journal are, a 
case of trismatic tetanus, produced by the 
passage of a large rough triangular piece o? 
clay from the intestinal canal into the va- 
gina, which was cured by tobacco injec* 
tions ; a case of rupture of the uterus, sue-* 
cessfully treated by Dr. Hendrie ; and a very 
clever paper on the Pathological or Abnormal 
State of the Circulation, by Dr. Jackson, 
one of the Pensylvaaian professors. Thq 
second of these demands our more especial 
notice. 

nUPTURE OF THE UTfiRCS. 

The female was 33 years of age, pregnant 
with her eleventh child, end all her previous 
labours had been rendered difficult by a 
small exostosis situated on the projection of 
the sacrum, lessening the antero posterior 
diameter of the pelvis at least one inoh or 
one inch and a half. The secale cornu turn, 
was given, as bad been tbe practice in he* 
previous labours ; vehement contraction* 
ensued, and the uterus burst. In this 
condition she was first seen by the nar- 
rator pf the case. He immediately pro- 
ceeded to deliver by the natural passages* 
and this, with tbe assistance of the crotchet# 
was soon accomplished $ the operator's hands 
during the awful extrication beingi while he 
sought for the placenta, in contact witli 
the naked intestines., After die operation, 
»uUp>loji*tic «w<Kea 
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applied, and in four weeks she retained 
little more inconvenience than a urinary 
fistula, which in the course of a few months 
was also completely cured. 

We quote, at full length, the description 
of the operation and the subsequent progress 
of the patient, as a curious specimen of the 
“ nil desperandum ” cases which are occa- 
sionally met with. 

Having placed her in a favourable posi- 
tion, the hand was introduced, (the bladder 
being previously evacuated,) the feet were 
readily obtained, and the body of the child 
delivered with the utmost facility ; some 
difficulty was experienced in getting the 
head through the superior strait of the pel- 
vis, owing to the exostosis already men- 
tioned ; this was finally accomplished with 
the aid of the crotchet; the hand was again 
introduced, for the purpose of extracting the 
placenta^ which was found in the left side of 
the abdomen. Some large coagula were 
brought away entangled with the secundines. 
In searching for the placenta, my hand was 
in contact with the naked intestines, from 
which circumstance, no doubt can remain of 
the rupture being complete. After ascer- 
taining that none of the bowels protruded 
from the laceration, she was placed in bed 
in a very exhausted condition— a cordial 
anodyne draught was given — two hours af- 
terwards she expressed herself as feeling 
quite comfortable. 

18. 6 o’clock a. m. — Has rested very well 
since 12 o’clock. System appears to be re- 
acting; pulse remains small and frequent; 
complains of some soreness but no pain ; yet 
the abdomen is quite tender to the touch, 
and is somewhat distended. Directed fo- 
mentations to be applied to the abdomen, 
and a cathartic mixture. 6 o’clock p. m. 
Abdomen 'greatly distended, and extremely 
painful, exquisitely so on pressure ; pulse 
frequent and tense ; skin dry and hot, ca- 
thartic has not operated. Ordered, v. s. 
§xviij, cathartic medicine to be repeated, and 
its operation solicited by an occasional ene- 
ma — fomentations continued. 

19. Passed a very restless night, bowels 
freely opened this morning, since which the 
pain and distension of the abdomen very 
much diminished ; pulse less frequent, yet 
somewhat tense. Ordered, venesection, 
jxij ; nitro-antimon. pulv. every two hours. 

20. Is much better — no pain, and very 
little tenderness on pressure; pulse soft; 
skin cool ; countenance lively and cheerful. 

21. et aeq. She is still improving, thinks 
herself able, if permitted, to sit up and have 
her bed adjusted. Rest and a low diet were 
enjoined, and persevered in for several days ; 
her convalescence was rapid and uninter- 
rupted; four weeks after the aocident, she 


was able to attend to her domestic affairs ; 
complains of no particular uneasiness, except 
that resulting from a urinary futula. 

January 20, 1830. Enjoys at present re- 
markably good health ; has menstruated re- 
gularly Bince August. In July an apparatus 
was procured, for the purpose of obviating 
the inconvenience arising from the fistulous 
opening in the bladder ; it has been worn till 
within the last few weeks, and has effected 
a radical cure. 

The main strength of the N. A . Med. and 
Surg . Journal lies in its analytic and criti- 
cal notices, and in its judicious and exten- 
sive collection of intelligence in the several 
branches of medicine. The original com- 
munications are few in number ; we may 
remark, however, that the interest of the 
several articles is precisely in the inverse 
proportion to their miniature dimensions. 
We especially particularise Dr. Gerhard’s 
excellent paper on 

ENDERMIC MEDICATION, 

of which the following are useful ex- 
tracts. We wish some of the British Ro- 
chesters, who write against space, about 
nothing or nonsense, would condescend to 
take a lesson from the scientific con- 
densatiou of facts contained in the paper, 
from which we make the annexed quotations. 

We may premise that Dr. Gerhard’s ex- 
periments were performed on 200 patients, 
and embraced several classes of medicines. 
To his theoretical points many objections 
may be started, it is true, and these have 
not escaped the acumen of several American 
journalists. On his practical statements, 
however, there can be but one opinion,— 
that they are in the highest degree cre- 
ditable to his general acquirements and 
professional skill. 

“ Tonics . — Endermic application of cin* 
chona. My observations have been confined 
to the preparations of cinchona, as affording 
the best examples of the most concentrated 
and powerful tonics. The sulphate of quinia 
has been very frequently administered as an 
endermic remedy. When applied to the 
inflamed cutis, it powerfully stimulates the 
surface, causing pain which may continue 
for a few minutes, or for a much longer 
period, according to the susceptibility of the 
individual. The pulse of the patient is 
excited, and if examined a few hours after 
the application, it will be found more full 
and frequent, but rarely rising of a febrile 
character. The permanent tonic effects do 
jnot differ from those usually observed ; the 
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appetite increases, the health of the patient 
becomes more vigorous ; and, in fine, the 
dry red tongue rarely follows interim ttents, 
if treated by quinia externally administered. 
In the alms-house, it has for a long time 
been the established practice, to dress the 
blisters of patients exhausted from severe 
disease with the sulphate of quinia, and the 
permanence of the practice sufficiently at- 
tests its apparent efficiency. The quantity 
in which it should be applied as a mere 
stimulant is large ; from four to twelve 
grains. Upwards of twenty cases of inter- 
mittent fever were treated by the sulphate 
of quinia applied externally, and with the 
most perfect success, except in three or 
four cases, where, from occidental causes, 
its use was discontinued before the period 
of the paroxysm. Of this number nine were 
tertian, the remainder quotidian, including 
all the cases of which a connected history 
could be obtained. In twelve instances, there 
was no return of the chill after the first 
^applications ; the others were rarely attend- 
ed by more than one paroxysm, and never 
by a third, excepting in a single instance, 
where severe attacks supervened before the 
entire removal of the disease, in every 
case, however, each succeeding paroxysm 
was marked by a great diminution of its 
intensity and duration. The average quan- 
tity of quinia applied before the chills were 
arrested, was about twenty grains; although 
it varied in the different patients from eight 
to one hundred and twelve. Some absorp- 
tion appeared certainly to have taken place, 
for only a small residue of the quinia re- 
mained at the subsequent dressings, and 
sometimes no trace of it could he perceived. 
Ther quinia was generally used in powder, 
either alone or diluted with some mild sub- 
stance, and sprinkled upon the surface ; 
sometimes it was incorporated with cerate, 
by which less pain was produced. It was 
remarked by most of the gentlemen who 
adopted this practice, that the quinia cured 
more speedily in this form than when given 
internally, and that the permanence of the 
cure was at least as great. 

The author illustrates and supports these 
assertions by the detail of five satisfactory 
cases. The important class of narcotic re- 
medies most engages his attention. 

“ Narcotics. — The application of these 
to painful ulcers, as well as other diseased 
pans covered by the cuticle, has long 
been familiarly known in medical practice ; 
solutions of opium are also sometimes em- 
ployed to relieve excessive pain or inflam- 
mation of blistered surfaces ; but although 
no one could be ignorant that a narcotic 
effect was sometimes produced, the local 
disease was the only object of treatment. 
The endemic administration of narcotics is 


admissible in nearly every case of disease 
where a long continuance of their use is 
requisite, and frequently in acute affections ; 
in this manner exhibiting its powers, after 
all the ordinary forms of exhibition have 
been exhausted, and permitting an irritated 
stomach to regain ita susceptibility to reme- 
dial impressions. Narcotics, when applied 
externally, produce their specific action, 
with much greater promptitude than most 
other medicines, a few minutes being gene- 
rally sufficient to exhibit a marked effect; 
this may arise from their action being in 
part directed to the nerves of the surface 
with which they are in contact ; for very, 
little local pain is suffered, except in the 
cases where a large dose has been impror 
perly applied to a blistered surface highly 
inflamed from some accidental cause. The. 
phenomena whiqh result do not differ from 
those usually observed when the same reme- 
dies are given internally, excepting that the 
drowsiness which follows the slight local 
sensation is less suddenly excited, but of 
much more permanent duration. Narqotics 
have been applied to all parts of the body, 
aud in all the cases in which I have wit- 
nessed their use, they acted with the great- 
est energy when placed nearest to the cen- 
tral organs but in paiuful local diseases a 
directly sedative action seemed to be ex- 
erted upon the nerves of the part ; hence, if 
the paiu arise from an organ easy of access, 
it is always better to apply the remedy in 
its immediate vicinity. The average dose, 
if the remedy be placed immediately in con- 
tact with the cutis, is about double or treble 
the ordinary quantity ; but if it be incorpo- 
rated with cerate, or mingled with a poul- 
tice, we cannot be sure that the absorption 
•will be as perfect as in the former instance.. 
Allowance is then of course to be made by 
adding a larger quantity.” 

“Opium, — The acetumopii,or black drop, 
is added to many liniments, as the most 
powerful liquid preparation of opium, and, 
with the exception of the salts of morphia,, 
it is, when pure, the best form for adminis- 
teriug this narcotic as an enderraic remedy : 
it may be spread upon the surface without 
any admixture, or, which js preferable, di- 
luted with thirk mucilage. From the cases 
which fell under my notice, I should think 
that the endermic dose of black drop is from 
fifteen to twenty minims upon the epigas- 
trium, but half a drachm if applied to the 
extremities. 

** Sulphate and Acetate of Morphia, 
— These salts may he taken as the type of 
all the other combinations of morphia ; the 
sulphate especially, from its greater solubi- 
lity, is far preferable to any other of its 
class. The morphia may be formed into a 
cerate, or, what is generally to be preferred, 
the powder pay be directly applied: the 
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necessary quantity vines from half a grain 
to three or four grains, and its operation is 
generally perceptible a few minutes after ita 
exhibition. Other narcotics were used with 
frequent advantage upon blistered surfaces, 
as the extracts of belladonna, cicuta, stra- 
monium, &c„ a smaller quantity sufficing 
for the relief of any pain than if the epider- 
mis had not been detached. 1 * 

Two cases are also detailed in which digi- 
talis was used in this manner with excellent 
effect. Though we have not space to in- 
sert these, we subjoin the remarks which 
Dr. Gerhard advances on the subject. 

“ The result of these cases is very gra- 
tifying, and affords great reason to believe 
(hat the proper method of administering 
digitalis in the diseases of the heart, is by 
applying it to an external surface. In a 
very large majority of patients the stomach 
will be found so much excited that the direct 
gastritis, which the internal use of a power- 
ful irritant produces, will counterbalance 
any ultimate effects that may be desired. 
No one now controvert* the declaration of 
Broussais, Andral, and all other practi- 
tioners, that ** la digitale ne ralentit le pouls 
qu’antant qu’elle n’irrite pas l’estomac 
and in a large number of diseases of the 
heart and other affections which ^ave fallen 
under myj observation within the last two 
years at the Philadelphia Almshouse, this 
statement was amply verified . The ender- 
mic dose of digitalis should, I think, be 
about two grains, repeated three times a 
day in the commencement, and of course 
gradually increased; care, however, must 
be taken to avoid great irritation of the 
Mistered surface, which might in some cases 
counteract our object.** 

Dr. Gerhard has also used squill in pow- 
der as an endermic medicine, and its action 
was completely established. Of the mine* 
xal emetics, the irritating nature of some 
entirely interferes with their use. Of the 
vegetable class, emetine and the oil of to- 
bacco have been successfully used. The 
author does not seem to have had any ex- 
perience of the agency of mercury in this 
way; he however informs us of a case 
treated by another practitioner in which 
the local use of red precipitate induced sali- 
vation ; and we find, in Dr. Mackintosh’s 
Practice of Physic the extraordinary state- 
ment, that the application of the black wash 
almost invariably induces the constitutional 
symptoms, at least so far as tenderness of 
trie gums. 

Before we conclude we have a remark to 
offer on or* point, which appears to ns 


strange and unaccounttble. Dr. Gerhard 
speaks of the ieeal endermic application of 
croton oil to the extent of ten minims at a 
time. Not long since we had occasion to 
notice Dr. Short’s proposal apd manner pf 
its application, aa a powerful external irri* 
tant, capable of inducing a pustular erup- 
tion. Either one or other of these gentle- 
men must be wrong, not to speak more 
harshly, and our own knowledge of the ex- 
ternal action of croton oil induces us to be- 
lieve that Dr. Short ia perfectly correct in 
his several assertions. 


Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal ., 
No.CVI. 

We have just examined the present number 
of the “ Blue Journal,” and we feel plea- 
sure in stating that it is replete with vain-, 
able matter. We subjoin an ample and very 
interesting extract from a paper by Dr. 
Bryce, on * * the state of medicine in Con- 
stantinople,” in which city the author re- 
sides. In our next we shall advert to an 
article by Dr. Christison on the mutual ac- 
tion of blood and air, which, as is the case 
with all Dr. Christison’s writings, evinces 
great ingenuity, and is aptly calculated to 
increase the author’s eminent reputation. 

“ Sketch of the Stale and Practice of Me- 
dicine at Constantinople . By C. B^yck, 
M D. 

“ The influence which Islamism exercises 
over the- minds of its proselytes, explains 
the reason why medicine should have retro - 
i graded, or at least had. its progress arrested, 
in Turkey, and why its native medical 
science is only the remains of former times. - 
disfigured and disguised under a. thousand 
forms. - - - - 

•* The chief so urce of medical practice 
amongst Turkish practitioners, springs from 
that spirit of charity which so largely 
pervades Islamism, and of which the foun- 
dation of hospitals and the establishment of 
schools forms a prominent feature . Of the 
former there ace several at Constantinople, 
either endowed by revenues from Mosques* 
or directly supported by government* of 
which the medical attendants are Turks, 
under the appointment and coptrol of tbe. 
Hakim Bashi, or first physician to tbe sultan* 
Their internal economy and medical ma- 
nagement are, it is true, alike defective. If 
judged by tbe double, object we propose im 
suck establishments, a charitable infltitntwk 
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abd n scbdol for instruction 5 bet their im- 
mediate general usefulness is net less con- 
spicuous, and tbeir existence affords the 
ready means at any future period of extend- I 
ing their advantages. The mad-bouses, al- 
though disgustingly kept, and offering the 
most deplorable objects to the curiosity of 
the stranger, show how wisely the Prophet 
made his scheme of legislative religion sub- 
servient to the calls of humanity. Of the 
schools at Constantinople, one is particu- 
larly dedicated to medical science, or, more 
correctly, was, — for, if actually not altoge- 
ther abandoned, its object is entirely super- 
seded by the new school lately opened, of 
which I shall afterwards speak. The only 
previous preparations for this study required 
of the students, who on an average amonnted 
te thirty, was a competent knowledge of the 
Arabic, in which language, under the direc- 
tion of Turkish teachers, they read, and 
learnt to explain the ancient Egyptian and 
a i few European authors. In this course of 
instruction, which occupied two hours daily, 
little if any reference was made to anatomy 
or chemistry ; and even attendance at hospi- 
tals was not comprised. Six or seven years 
were thus employed, when, without any 
form of examination, and by a simple license 
or permission from the Hakim Bashi, the 
dootoral bonnet might be assumed, and the 
person was held qualified for the first pro- 
fessional employments of the state. The 
present Hakim Bashi and his brother, phy- 
sician in chief of the army, are from this 
school. 

. “ From my observations and inquiries 
amongst this class of practitioners, the study 
of medicine is reduced to the knowledge of 
a few doctrines; and the practice thence 
promulgated accords with this simplicity. 
The leading principles are to recognise only 
three classes of diseases ; depraved humours, 
sadden cold, and great heat ; and accord- 
ingly, to admit three forms of cure ; purga- 
tives, heating medicines, and refrigerants. 
Other Turkish nosologists adopt a different 
system, in which all diseases are distin- 
guished into three orders, — namely, neva- 
zil, mayazil , and yel. To die first, which 
answers to the genus catarrhus of the an- 
cients, belongs almost every disease which 
has its sest in the head, throat, and thoirax. 
Diseases of the abdomen and affections of 
the skin are ranked in the second order, 
which may be translated hemorrhoidal. The 
neuroses , whether or not accompanied by 
pyrexia, affections of tendinous parts, &c., 
are placed in the third class. - Yel signifies 
wind ; and to its preseuce and inordinate 
localities are ascribed the roost severe and 
the most opposite complaints. Other in- 
congruous ailments, not assorting easily 
with these genera* are implicitly believed 
to be the effect of Satanic influence > and 


the treatment of these is, a* it should he, * 
I entrusted to churehmen, who make, at in 
1 other more enlightened countries, a lucra- 
tive business, by offering prayers and em- . 
ploying exorcism for the deliverance of those 
affected. 

“ In prescribing, vegetable preparations 
are usually preferred, which, as indeed 
every quality of drug, is administered iu the 
simplest form- It must, however, he said, 
that if their drugs are subjected to few alte-i 
rations in the laboratory, yet in the physi- 
cian’s hands they are compounded in the 
most ignorant manner, medicines of very 
opposite virtues being combined in apre-> 
scription of fifteen or twenty different drugs j 
and the more lengthy the writing, the more 
complex the remedies, the more highly are 
the skill and learning of the prescribe? esti- 
mated. Solid purgatives of the strongest 
kind are freely administered, the more so 
as Mosleinin have a great repugnance to< 
enemata. Syphilis has been long success- 
fully treated by purgatives and sudorificB, 
joined to the use of the vapour-bath, conti- 
nued during twenty or thirty days, or until; 
Uhe patient be much exhausted; and this* 
condition is considered as indicating a 
speedy cure. Emetics are little used, from 
I a great aversion to vomiting. An opinion 
I of a vitiated state, or false course of the > 
I blood, enters largely into their explanation 
of the cause of diseases; and bleeding, 
either general or local, fortunately is abun- 
dantly pursued; though much of the efficacy; 
of the former is deemed to depend on the 
nicety with which the physician distin- 
guishes what vein should be opened* 

“ But it is not to the application of rules, 
or the exhibition of drugs alone, that the 
Ottomans confide in their treatment of ma- 
ladies. Ignorance makes them reverence a 
variety of superstitious remedies ; and Turks 
holding the highest posts of learning and 
rank are not ashamed to employ openly 
these productions of fanaticism sad charla- 
tanism. Of this credulity religion is the 
common basis ; and it is matter of daily 
occurrence to find the Iman supplant the. 
physician, or at least his mediations sought 
to aid the virtue of the prescription. The 
practice is varied according to the caste of' 
the Dervisch, and qualified with pomp and 
ceremony corresponding to the quality of 
the invalid or price paid. To some the 
practitioner prescribes a course of several 
day s’ reading from the Koran, with certain 
forms of breathing on the patient by one or- 
more of the initiated ; while others are or- 
dered to combine the swallowtog of bits of 
almonds, or of pork, eatipg off particular 
plates, having words written on them, and 
in fevers to tie knotted threads on the wrists 
and ancles. 

“ These simple plana of empiricism, #r of* 
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gross superstition, are frequently abandoned 
by the people, especially in lower com- 
plaints, for a treatment that so closely re- 
sembles magnetism, that, were it not for its 
more distant origin, it might be pronounced 
a variety of that process. The operator con- 
sulted listens to the case with the utmost 
seriousness, refers to his Koran, and having 
chosen and written an appropriate passage, 
folds it in a mysterious manner, and pre- 
scribes this to be worn in contact with the 
part affected ; after which , the fingers smear- 
ed in saliva are stroked over the supposed 
seat of disorder, and prayers are recited at 
three intervals. As Dervisches and Imans 
are the privileged in this function, it is not 
to be wondered at if it exercise some in- 
fluence over Osmanlies ; but Christians and 
Jews likewise have recourse to these mag-, 
netizers, who change nothing of their spiri- 
tual remedies in regard to Greek, Arme- 
nian, or Jew. It is singular enough that i 
the saliva and breathing are used in imi- 
tation of Christ resuscitating the dead child, 
and restoring hearing to the deaf man by 
anointing with spittle. Patients are often] 
directed to swallow, several times a day, 
slips of paper on which the name Allah or 
IVlahomet lias been written by some vene- 
rated priest or hadgi. Much faith is also 
placed by Mussulmans in the efficacy of 
water sanctified by holding in solution pas- 
sages of the Koran, which an lman has 
traced with ink on the inside of the cup ; 
and, incredible and absurd as it may seem, 
it has happened to several European prac- 
titioners in Turkey to find, on their second 
visit, that the true believer has deemed 
swallowing the prescription left him more 
advisable than sending it to the apothecary. 
In further illustration of this spirit of fana- 
ticism, I may add that I saw in Egypt, and 
the caste may be traced throughout Turkey, 
Arabian conjurors, whose name corresponds 
to Messiah, from whom they pretend to de- 
rive their science as chief of the sect. Their 
peculiar province is to neutralise by charms 
the venom of serpents and scorpions, and 
render innoxious the bite even of the Abu- 
shahat. 

r “ Besides the drugs prescribed to alle- 
viate . sickness, many more are used in 
health, from the influence of climate or edu- 
cation, rendering people unsalable, of vo- 
luptuousness. Some are used to acquire 
plumpness and beauty of the skin, as muci- 
lages, feculent fruits, and seeds; others, as 
cosmetics, composed of fine oils, the fat of 
animals, odorous resins, alkaline and me- 
tallic soaps, prepared with great care and by 
difficult processes. But the virtue of these 
remedies, and the chief cause of their being 
. sought after with such avidity, proceed 
from their being always mixed with various 
excitant# and stimulants. The most valued 


variety, however, of this claw of drags aitd 
compositions is that used with the intention 
of affording enjoyments, whether real or 
ideal. The common sort is that formed 
from opium, hellebore, and strong aromatics. 
The more rare and expensive is the philo - 
mum, consisting of fine opium with amber- 
gris, musk, essential oils, and saffron, and 
the therioc. - - - - 

“ The second class of foreign practition- 
ers at Constantinople, consists of Greeks 
who have passed a year or two at the 
university of Padua or Pisa. This cir- 
cumstance, which give a more formal autho- 
rity to their pretensions, is further used 
to force their practice by a display of tech- 
nical terms and uncomprehended doctrines. 
But as their residence abroad is too limited 
to ensure those acquirements in medicine 
which depend more on study and experi- 
ence than endowments of genius, it is natu- 
ral to suppose that these students must, for 
the most part, enter ou practice with little 
less acquired knowledge, and infinitely more 
dangerous hardihood, than the less favoured 
tribe of Dragomans and druggists ; yet it 
seldom happens that these, by perseverance 
and the use of certain arts of chicanery, 
elsewhere reprobated, but which here pass 
current without opprobrium, fail to gain in- 
dependence and even reputation.* It would 
be not less invidious than unprofitable to 
disclose the minute, details of the practice 
pursued by the one and the other branch of 
these men. Suffice it to say, that in acute 
cases the system of Broussais, as prescrib- 
ing bloodletting, diet, and simple remedies, 
has been happily pretty generally adopted, 
to the exclusion of drags, the efficacy of 
which, under the most prudent administhi- 
tion, is doubtful, and which in this climtte, 
in the hands of ignorant adventurers, would 
be useless ; and that in chronic cases pa- 
tient and doctor are alike satisfied to alle- 
viate urgent symptoms, and trust to cir- 
cumstances to decide the result. A novel 
and most despicable feature of this routine 
should not, however, be unnoticed, namely, 
the avowed alliances, offensive and defen- 
sive, established betwixt bands of these in- 
dividuals whose twofold object is to support 
each other’s merits and doctrines at their 
chosen apothecary, and to approve and ratify 
eaoh other's practice in the presence of the 
patient at consultation ; and, secondly, to 
oppose all collision of science with quack- 
ery, by attacking, with the vilest subter- 
fuges, the character and skill of the regular 
practitioner. - - - - 


* Tt would be insulting the good sense of many 
Greeks of Constantinople, who by a regular course 
of study, and by their talents and character, have 
deservedly obtained a well-merited distinction, to 
offer any assurance that this criticism cannot re- 
flect on them. 
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u The practice of surgery is considered 
by the people a department of science very 
distinct from, and inconsistent with, the 
dignity of the physician ; and although able 
surgeons have, by their skill and respecta- 
bility, distinguished themselves, and been 
honoured by the Turks as general practition- 
ers, yet, until the present day, the prejudice 
against the custom is such, thst few Euro- 
peans profess to be Gerats, although, with 
two or three exceptions, all would operate. 
Surgery has, therefore, from this imaginary 
opprobrium, been abandoned to certain ad- 
venturer*, and has fallen into disrepute. 
The probable cause of this disparagement 
may be ascribed to the ignorance of anatomy 
among native practitioners, and their conse- 
quent necessity to appear superior to an art, 
the dexterity and success of which may be 
appreciated by the commonest capacity. + 
Capital operations are unknown at Constan- 
tinople, partly from this cause, and partly 
from the few accidents occurring in civil 
life ; and it is a notorious fact, that in the 
last war there were not five surgeons capa- 
ble of performing the most common opera- 
tions on the field of battle attached to the 
Ottoman army. Particular branches of the 
art, as bone-Betting, hernia, and eye opera- 
tions, are exercised by Persians and Mo- 
rents, with a success and celebrity similar 
to the like people with us. Midwifery is 
almost exclusively practised by Jewish and 
Turkish women ; and it is worthy of re- 
mark, that the obstetric art forms a very 
small portion of their adroitness or employ* 
ment. All pretend to possess, and some 
have become famous and wealthy by their 
pretensions to certain means, not only to ob- 
viate sterility * but also to produce abortion 
by administration of drugs, — a practice 
avowedly tolerated and frequently resorted 
to by Turkish females, both from their dis- 
like to frequent pregnancy, and from com- 
mand of their lords, when their liarem 
threatens to become too numerous. 

“ These facts, without further comment, 
exemplify the degradation of medicine at 
Constantinople ; and the character might, 
with equal justice, be extended to the em- 
pire st large. Our regret and indignation 
are, however, somewhat assuaged in refer- 
ring to the conduct and character of several 
European and Greek medical men here. 
With equal truth and pleasure we bear tes- 
timony to the integrity of those whose prin- 
ciples and talents redeem in some measure 


+ The abandonment of surgery in the capital 
cannot be better illustrated than by the fact, that a 
successful case of formation of the nose from the 
integuments of the forehead has acquired to the 
writer more fame and applause than the tying the 
subclavian wsuld have doue. The Sultan himself 
and his ministers sent to express their interest in 
the case, aud Usd the man subsequently exhibited j 
in full divas. 


the honour of their profession, and recover 
a portion of thst distinction and credit con- 
ferred on itin Europe. Without fear of being 
accused of national prejudices, it may be 
said that Englishmen have always enjoyed 
a flatteriug station amongst the most dis- 
tinguished practitioners of the place ; and, 
at the present day, the humanity and skill 
of my friends, Dr. M‘Guffog and Dr. 
ABCarthy, are rewarded by the confidence 
of the higher ranks of the empire, and a 
reputation ainoogst every denomination of 
people, perhaps never surpassed at Con- 
s tan ti no pie. 

“ From these disagreeable details, sketch- 
ed with as much leniency as fidelity permits, 
we turn with gratification to the improved 
prospects of medical instruction offered by 
the institution lately established at Con- 
stantinople. 

“We have seen the inefficiency of the 
former means of attaining this object, and 
its consequent evils; and we are therefore 
disposed to receive with satisfaction, and 
judge favourably of the endeavour, with all 
its defects, to bestow on this department a 
portion of those ameliorations developed in 
the scheme of military organization and 
general instruction planned and prosecuted 
by the Sultan. The groans and murmurs of 
the wounded of the last war have touched 
the sensibility of the divan, and shown the 
Moslem legislators the great necessity of 
yielding to the calls of humanity, and, by 
this establishment, of remedying the terribly 
augmented destruction of their troops from 
absence of surgeons. This medical school, 
at the expense of government, was opened 
three years ago. It is under the direct 
control of the Hakim Bashi, whose taleuts 
and liberality fully qualify him for this 
important charge, and by whom teachers 
are appointed and students selected. It is 
at present composed of four professors, two 
for the Arabic and French languages, and 
two for medicine and surgery, and 140 
scholars from fourteen to thirty years of 
age, divided into these several classes. By 
an ill-advised economy, the salary of the 
first is too small to encourage any compe- 
tition of respectable talents for the appoint- 
ment; and, where the honour and influence 
thereto attached is questionable, this cir- 
cumstance must affect the interests and 
utility of the seminary. But, on the other 
hand, the pay, rations, and prospects held 
out to the students, have excited a great 
eagerness on the part of the better classes 
of the people to ensure their children these 
advantages. 

“ The first period of this course of educa- 
tion is spent in obtaining a competent know- 
ledge of the Arabic and French languages, 
the object and utility of which are alike 
conspicuous. The second is devoted to 
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medicine ; "but unfortSnately the means of 
imparting or acquiring this knowledge ate ! 
ilo imperfect, that it is quite impossible for 
teachers, however talented or zealous, not to 
compromise themselves, or for pupils, what- 
ever their capabilities and application, not 
to be disappointed by the event. Ftom the 
limited tidae of study, the non-appointment 
Of additional lectures has not yet been so 
Severely felt as the want of those means of 
practical instruction which are indispensable 
to the acquisition of useful medical know- 
ledge, namely, anatomical demonstrations, 
chemical experiments, and hospital attend- 
ance. The latter defect was most manifest 
on my first visit to the institution, on wit- 
nessing the eagerness of the young men to 
impress a favourable opinion of their appli- 
cation, and the interest and pride with which 
they listened to inquiries and remarks on 
Showing their manuals of anatomy, physio- 
logy* and materia medica, a new prepara- 
tion of the blood-vessels of the head, some 
plates, and a skeleton, as if these, their 
library and museum, evinced and ensured 
their acquirements, and unfolded the mys- 
teries of medical Science. 

“ The lecture attended fully exemplified 
this. The person was surrounded by stu- 
dents in an oriental posture t with a Freuch 
epitome of anatomy iu their hands, from 
Which he was labouring to explain, by 
translation and reference to a skeleton, one 
Cf the most intricate points of surgical 
Anatomy, that of the shoulder-joint. The 
Result of his utmost exertions was to store 
the learner’s memory With technical words, 
of the import of which they could form no 
precise or useful application. 

This pitiable abuse of time, industry, 
hnd genius, on the part of teacher and 
Scholar, must be speedily redressed in the 
System of education, or experience will 
Effectually support the malevolent ridicule of 
those opponents, whose selfish motives de- 
sire its failure ; for, besides the positive 
harm done by teaching nothing, its continu- 
ance on the same plan must destroy all 
nabit of reflection or reasoning, and implant 
false comprehensions of the extent and im- 
portance of the study. 

“ These faults, into the origin of Which it 
ifc useless to inquire, but which are in part 
inseparable from a systein of instruction so I 
little understood and appreciated in Turkey, 
may be alleviated, if not entirely removed, 
by the simple authority of the -head of the 
institution, without encroaching on the pre- 
judices of the people, or doctrines of the 
Koran. The only point which has entered 
into discussion is that of dissections. My 
attention has been directed to this question 
'by inquiries amongst native practitioners, 
people of the church, and others capable of 
itubwing $ and their uhifbm aifswex is> that j 


there exists fib I&w of the prophet, lor deci- 
sion' of his commentators, against anatonlioal 
demonstration, and, therefore, that a decree 
from the Mufti, or order from the Hakim 
Bdsbi, would be snfftcieht to authorise their 
performance. It is already fully sanctioned 
by the precedent of the school of medicine 
near Cairo. My friend Dr. Clot, who has 
done himself distinguished honour by that 
establishment, had influence to obtaiu from 
the Pasha au unqualified order to employ 
the dead of the military hospital for this 
object. No moment can be more propitious 
than the present for establishing the custom, 
When the marvellous changes affecting the 
manners and opinions of the people, and acts 
of the government, hinder too severe exami- 
nation of particular measures and prepare 
men's minds for every innovation. It is, 
moreover, believed that the spirit of the 
Turkish religion, which is stript of much of 
its former fanaticism ind intolerance, would 
be easily reconciled to the matter, and 
would overcame any scruples Which the Per- 
risch or Iman might oppose to this conces- 
sion.” 


CONVULSIONS. 

CASES OF THE “ PECULIAR SPECIES OF CON- 
VULSION ” t> ESCRIBED BV THE^LATE DR, 
JOHN CLARKE, OCCURRING SIMULTANE- 
OUSLY - IN TWINS, WITH REMARKS. 

By Marshall Hall, M.D. t F.R.S.E , , 8{Ci 
[Lond. Med. and Phys. Journal .] 

These cases of the “ peculiar species of 
convulsion ” described by the late Dr. John 
Clarke, are quoted and sketched, rather than 
described, in this paper, chiefly for the sake 
of the opportunity thus afforded me of pre- 
senting a few cursory remarks on this inte- 
resting morbid affection of infants. The two 
little patients were twin brothers, aged 
nearly niue months. They became affected, 
nearly simultaneously, by restlessness during 
the night, and with a hooping or crowing 
noise in the breathing, three weeks before 
any symptom occurred which gave alarm. 

On the 27th of February, 1824, Master 
F. L. G. was observed tp be indisposed, it 
was supposed, from cold. The medical 
friend of the family was sent for in the even- 
ing : meantime, however, the infant had 
fallen asleep, and seemed composed. On 
the next day, at eleven a.m., the little pa- 
tient was again visited : it was perfectly 
lively. All on a sudden it gave a slight 
hoop. The gums were promptly lanced ; 
three grains of the hydrargyri submurias 
were prescribed to be administered imme- 
diately, and tp be repeated in four hours. 
In the evening it was found that the bowels 
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had bean moved freely three or ioflr times, 
and that no hooping or erowing nolle had 
taken place daring the day. It waa report- 
ed, indeed, that the little patient was quite 
well. On examining the hand, however,' it 
waa found that the thumb was firmly drawn 
to the palm. In a short time, too, the crow' 
ing returned, and it gradually increased. 
'The gums Were again freely lanced, and 
leeches were applied to the throat, which 
bled sufficiently to induce a little faintness ; 
the hydrargyri submuriaa was prescribed in 
the dose of two grains every two hours, and 
-enemata were administered. About two 
o’clock in the morning, thelittle patient was 
.Attacked by a violent fit of convulsion. He 
was put into a warm bath immediately, and 
cold water was dashed into the face until he 
was restored. I saw this little boy at four 
o'clock a.m. Thera was no return of con- 
vulsion until the 2d of March. At eleven 
o’clock on that day a fit took place, which 
much exceeded the former one in duration 
and violence. No return of fit took pluce 
Until the 5th of March, on which day lie had 
the last. A t this time two incisores appear- 
ed in the under jaw. The little patient 
seemed to be better ; but the bowels were 
still torpid. 

• " Each fit was preceded by the crowing 
noise ; but this frequently existed without 
being followed by a fit. The crowing was 
■attended by a spasmodic action of the mus- 
cles situated at the upper part of the throat, 
and by a difficulty of inspiration. Through- 
out there were a clenched state of the bands 
and a contraction of the feet and legs. 
Sometimes there was difficulty in swallow- 
ing, at others not. The bladder was not 
freely evacuated, except by the aid of emol- 
lient clysters. 

** For a few days before March the 18th 
this little boy appeared somewhat better. 
The bowels had acted, and the motions were 
tinged with bile. The contraction of the 
bands and feet was relieved On the 19th, 
iie became restless and tossed his head from 
Bide to side. He was relieved by a free 
evacuation Of the bowels. On the 20th, this 
little boy was obviously very uncomfortable, 
and there was again a difficulty in swallow- 
ing. The 21st was passed comfortably, and 
he appeared better. The legs were observed 
to Jbe a little swollen. He passed a good 
night, was cheerful when he awoke on the 
morning of the 22d, but died suddenly two 
hours afterwards, whilst the nurse was giv- 
ing him a little tea. 

"On exantination post mortem, the gene- 
ral surface of the body was found pale. In 
the upper jaw there were four teeth (iqci- 
sores), which pierced the alveolar processes, 
but were still covered by the periosteum and 
gums ; or at least a probe pushed along the 
teeth under the ifieibbtane was arrested at 


atr 

their edge, though thife might be by ciottrix, 
as the teeth bad been many times very com- 
pletely lanced. There were no teeth ap- 
pearing on removing the soft parts of the 
under jaw, except the two which had been 
cut during life. The scalpel, id all other 
parts of the jaw, passed down to the bone‘. 
On raising the dura mater, the tdnica srach- 
noidea was seeu extremely distended by 
subjacent transparent fUiid, and interspersed 
with large arteries and veins, which weth 
very distinguishable by the colour of the 
contained blood. The tunica araclinoidea 
was perfectly transparent ; on cutting through 
it, and applying a sponge to remove the 
subjacent fluid, four drachms by weight 
were collected. On cutting into the sub- 
stance of the brain, more red points appear- 
ed than usual, and altogether perhaps more 
fluid exuded. The ventricles contained much 
serum ; at the least an ounce and a half. 
There were no other morbid appearances in 
the encephalon : no tumour either in the 
dura mater or substance of the brain ; no 
abscess. Ou tracing the spinal marrow 
three or four inches down, no fluid or other 
morbid appearance was observed. On mak- 
ing an incision into the thorax, all the viscera 
were found perfectly healthy, except the pe- 
ricardium, which contained muclnnore fluid 
than natural, at lenst two drachms by 
weight. The heart was completely empty. 
The lungs and cavities of die pleura were 
free from morbid appearances. , There waa 
certainly more redness than natural, and 
that from enlarged vessels, of the pharynx, 
epiglottis, ond the rima glottidis; very 
marked when compared with the adjacent 
parts ; none, however, of the trachea and 
oesophagus. The viscera and cavity of the 
abdomen were perfectly healthy, except that 
the Utter coutained a very small portion of 
effused serum.” 

Dr. Hall, probably, now, thinks that his 
treatment would have been more effectual 
had it embraced the application of leeches to 
the temples, and had he administered small 
doses either of Opium or henbane. A re- 
currence of the fits must certainly have led 
to the engorgement of the vessels of the 
brain, and caused, beyond all question, the 
effusion into the ventricles, and that found 
under the tunica araclinoidea. A narcotid, 
judiciously given, would, unquestionably, 
have lessened the excitability orsusceptibi* 
lity of the system, and the abstraction of 
blood from the vessels of the head would 
have obviated much of the remote danger 
caused by the state of congestion. Few, in- 
deed, are the cases of convulsive fits in iu- 
fauts iu which the abstraction of blood, by 
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means of leeches to the temples, can, with 
safety or propriety, be omitted. The fol- 
lowing is, we think, rather a carious para- 
graph. 

“ What is remarkable, the twin brother 
of this little patient went through a similar 
indisposition at the very same time ; so 
similar, indeed, in every respect, that I do 
not think it necessary to enter into any de- 
tail of his symptoms. Under similar treat- 
ment he recovered/* 

The doctor’s notions of analogies' are 
unique. ■ If two fingers had received an in- 
jury from the same instrument, by means of 
which one had been severely bruised and 
the other completely struck off, would the 
doctor have said that they had been simi- 
larly affected in every respect 1 But in the 
present instance, the only difference, ra- 
ther a material one certainly, was, that one 
child recovered, and the other did not 1 The 
effect in the one case is death ; the effect in 
the other is restoration ; — a very great si- 
militude ! That the children were affected 
by a similar complaint at tbe early stages of 
their indisposition, there can be no doubt ; 
but the mode of expression adopted by Dr. 
Hall is not only clumsy, but in reality inac- 
curate. We m^y extract the following 
from the doctor’s remarks on the cases. 
They are not without practical value. In 
lancing the gums of iafants in cases of den- 
tition, we cannot too strongly enforce upon 
the minds of yoong practitioners, the pro- 
priety, nay, the absolute necessity, of mak- 
ing large and deep incisions. The bag or 
periosteum should be completely divided, 
throughout its whole extent. It is not 
enough that the instrument be carried down 
to the tooth ; it should be carried down and 
along the tooth until the operation of divid- 
ing the periosteum is entirely and completely 
effected. 

44 Remarks . — I now proceed to make a 
few reflections upon this singular simulta- 
neous concurrence of flta in twin brothers. 

I would, in the first place, observe, that 
the cause of this affection must have been 
one that was common to the two infants. 
It might be, 1st, the diet; 2nd, the local 
situation; or 3rd, teething. The first causes 
had, however, obtained, without change, 
for months previously to the attack ; it could 
scarcely, therefore, be any one of these which 
should operate so decidedly upon two in- 
fants at the same time in so pecnliar a man- 
ner. The only common cause, the opera- 
tion of which began at the period of the 


attack, was teething. To this cause, then, 
the attack was chiefly referred in the first 
instance. The conjecture was subsequently 
confirmed by the prompt appearance of the 
two incisores in tbe lower jaw of each infant, 
and by appearances of dentition on the post- 
mortem examination of the one in whom the 
disease proved fatal. 

I think it important to bear in mind that 
dentition may be a source of irritation, long 
before there is any tumour of the gum per- 
ceptible to the finger. When the gum be- 
gins to be irritated* and stretched^ by the 
advancing teeth, the injury may be, propa- 
gated along the nerve to tbe brain. 

“ It is also important to remark, that, 
even after fall relief given to the£um by 
lancing, the injury may continue. Tetanus 
from a wound does not necessarily cease 
even after amputation : we have tijo«ffcct 
to treat. 

44 It is important to observe, in the next 
place, that one single fitiridofcee notate of 
the brain which disposes to the jeeurrence 
of the fit. The nervous system does not at 
once recover from its state of irritation ; it 
remains more susceptible than before. 

“ It is, further, the effect of pvery. kind of 
fit to induce a gorged state of the blood- 
vessels of the brain, similar to tliatfebserved 
in the countenance ; ibis /ccmditftoa aug- 
ments the susceptibility of the brainto fur- 
ther attacks of fits, and may lead to effusion. 
Even fits of hoopiag-cough hsvethi reflect, 
and thus frequently lead to fits of other 
kinds, and to hydrocephalus. I have more 
than once known a fit of hooping-cough be- 
come a fit of convulsion. • 

44 Convulsions are, indeed, a multiform 
affection. The usual form is one which at- 
tacks 'the muscles of ordinary voluntary 

motion. The species of convulsion described 

by Dr. J. Clarke, is only remarkable from 
involving a part of the respiratory system of 
muscles, especially those, about the larynx, 
and those of inspiration in general. Its best 
designation would be the croup-like convuU 
non .- Another form is that described by the 
late Dr. Keliie, of Leith, as affecting the 
hands and feet. I have seen convulsive 
motions almost confined to the eye, or to 
some part of the face ; but I never thought 
it worth while to give them a distinct name 
or epithet. 

44 It is also necessary to keep in view, 
that - there are other sources of convulsion 
besides irritation. Teething, and a deranged 
condition of the alimentary canal, are cer- 
tainly by far the most usual causes of con- 
vulsion. 

44 Loudon, Dec. 13, 1830.” 
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THE LANCET. 

London, Saturday, Jan . 15, 1831. 

Every succeeding day affords some fresh 
proofs that our predictions of the ultimate 
triumph of Medioal Reform are fulfilling, 
and furnishes additional motives to exer- 
tion in the cause. It is not exclusively to 
the efforts of the profession, however deep 
may be the determination of the members 
to obtain their rights, that we look for the 
accomplishment of this great national ob- 
ject ; we trust, equally, for its consumma- 
tion, to the omnipotent will of a people who 
have at length been taught, by necessity 
and the labours of the press, to understand 
the nature of their grievances, and have 
resolved on their removal. Medical, in fact, 
most stand or fall with political reform; for 
it is becsnss the vioes of our professional 
corporations have formed a part of the 
system by which we are oppressed, that 
they have hitherto escaped correction. That 
the dissolution of the state monster which 
vitiates whatever it touches, and the birth 
of a better order of national government, is 
at hand, no one who nppreciates the present 
condition of the public mind can for a 
moment doubt, since there is not an indi- 
vidual in the empire, unblinded by igno- 
rance or prejudice, who is not convinced of i 
its expediency, the attention of tbe public 
being at length directed to <( measures/' 
instead of “ men/’ The camelion of diplo- 
macy may, therefore, vary its hues to anit 
the tints of prevailing parties, as often and 
as rapidly as it pleases may pass through 
the intermediate shades from the saintly jet 
of Toryism, in which every ray of philan- 
thropy is absorbed in the darkness of self- 
aggrandisement, to the more luminous but 
less permanent colouring of Wbiggery, in 
order to preserve its integrity at the slight 
expense of consistency of external appear - 
No. 385. 


ancej but there is a spirit abroad too all- 
seeing and intelligent to be longer deluded 
from its purpose by mere semblances of 
amelioration. However tardy in its march, 
it is at least consolatory to be certain that 
this philosophic spirit of reformation is on 
its way to our medical institutions, and it 
| is the duty of every medical reformer, at 
i this particular period, to hasten its progress 
by every means in his power. 

With this view we proceed with our oat* 
line of the constitution of the medical 
sohool of Dublin, whose absurdity has 
long given its Edinburgh contemporary 
so decided a superiority over it. This la* 
boor might be indeed completed with a few 
tinea of the pen, by stating that it was the al* 
most complete antithesis to the system which 
prevailed in the capital of Scotland. We 
prefer, however, to enter somewhat more 
into detail, without encumbering the draft 
with minute particulars. In the first place, 
the professors of the University, half of the 
Irish school of physic, were appointed by 
the Board of the University ; and as an 
exemplification of the efficient manner in 
which they performed that important duty, 
we may state, that not a single indivi- 
dual, in the long coarse of their adminis* 
tration of this trust, with the exception of 
the present professsr of anatomy, ever left, 
or is likely to leave, any important record of 
his labours or professional existence. The 
election of the other moiety of the school 
of physic in Ireland, the professors of 
Sir Patrick Dunn's establishment, which 
is vested in the College of Physicians, must 
be either defective in theory or grossly 
absurd in practice, since the system has 
never secured to the school of Dublin a 
man of any oelebrity in science. Yet though 
the power of appointment has been unfor- 
tunately confided to medical men, we should 
be sorry to see it transferred, as in 
Edinburgh, to tbe u Worthy Corporation'* 
of Dublin, for in all probability, in- 
stead of an anatomical teaoher, “ their 

MM 
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Honours ” might fill the chair of anatomy 
Or chemistry with some well-fed Alderman 
of their own body. Along with being thus 
fn part appointed by tbe tainted suffrages of 
the profession to which they belong, the 
additional incentive to indolence of a salary 
independent of exertion, has been granted 
to them. The sum is certainly small, but 
even that little appears to be too much, since 
it must only tend to lessen the attention to 
their pupils. If they only discharged their 
duties. with common ability, they would be 
amply remunerated by pupils* fees; the 
professors, therefore, have not been fairly 
dealt with) by throwing this temptation to 
idleness in their way, while they have been 
endowed with the fetal power of regulating 
what the pupils are to pay. With the cer- 
tainty of a salary without labour, and the 
means of compensating for its deficiency by 
extravagant foes, it is no wonder the pro- 
femora of the. school of Dublin should ex- 
hibit an example of idleness and extortion 
unprecedented in the records of any scien- 
tific institution. To complete the folly of 
these arrangements, it was required that 
previous to graduation in medicine in the 
University of Dublin, the student should 
here alio graduated in art*. The time Bud 
money spent in the acquisition of this pre- 
liminary to graduation in the University’ of 
Dublin, fully equalled,, or perhaps exceed- 
ed what was. required by the ^University 
tof EaiNBunon, for obtaining the full de- 
gree of doctor of medicine. But when to 
these are added the expenses and. time re- 
quired for the medical degree, we have an 
obstacle, to the success of the Dublin 
school, which no. looal advantages could 
possibly overcome. Besides, if such a sacri- 
fice of time .and money were to have been 
made by the Irish student, the degree, 
When secured) afforded him no advaatage 
whatever (if we except the eligibility to 
Certain medical situations in Dublin alone) 
over ;he Edinburgh graduates,, who conse- 
quently monopolised the whole practice, 


we may say of medicine, in the Irish pro- 
vinces. 

From the brief sketches which we have 
given of the schools of Edinburgh and Dub- 
lin, the superiority of tbe former over tbe 
latter must be manifest to every unpreju- 
diced mind, preferring practical utility to 
the useless refinements of a theoretical ays* 
tern of education. We do not however 
propose it as a model for unqualified adopt 
tion by the other schools ; .faults it certainly 
committed ; but with every allowance for its 
imperfections, it has done more for the. ad* 
vanoament of medical science, and has con* 
sequendy conferred, more benefits qn the 
population of these countries, than, all th# 
other universities put together, simply be* 
canes it accomplished what they . merely 
professed. It. is stqrely better to comm uni* 
cate some instruction, than to exclude per* 
sons from obtaining it ,by impracticable 
laws, as was ridiculously done in the Uni- 
versity of Dublin. The great defeat of its 
system was its facility of being abused; for 
it is move than probable, that the mercenary 
spirit of its professors too often atcommor 
dated tbe examination, which was always 
private, to the capacity of the student. This 
privacy of examination was, in foot, the 
weak point of the Edinbubqh system; for 
as none could be cognisant of the nature of 
the. examination but the parties concerned, 
the examiner’s fame was safe, however their 
sense of justice might he wounded. As to 
the aristocratic outcry raised against the 
cheapness, of its degree by the other schools, 
so far from approving of this jealous and 
vulgar complaint, we deem the modera- 
tion of expenses in the Edinburg school 
one of its greatest advantages. The attempt 
to establish an aristocracy in science baa 
met with the fate whioh so odious an enter- 
prise justly. deserved, and principally, we 
must all admit, through the, instrumentality 
of the Edivbujsoh University. Hence the 
graduates of Qxrosn* Cambridge, and 
the Dublin University, do not bear tbe 


Digitized by v^ooQle 


MEDICAL FEES. 


proportion of one to fifty to those Of EDIN- 
BURGH. 

What, therefore, would be the state of 
society, if left to the care of theee few pre- 
eminently educated practitioner* of the En- 
glish and Irish universities 1 Neither the 
circumstances nor the profits of pracdce 
among the mass of practitioners in this 
country, can afford a compliance with such 
a system of education. Such a scheme of 
instruction in medical science is, in fact, not 
more irreducible to practice than it is unjust 
in principle. The poorer orders constitute 
the great mass of the population of every 
country ; to them htealth is, of course, of 
still greater importance than to their supe- 
riors, as they are called, bat they are unfor- 
tunately unable to prooure medical assist- 
mice when required, at the rate it is meted 
dut by these aristocratic doctors. Are the 
podtet classes then to be deprived of the aid 
Of medical men , who, from the cheapness of 
their education and unassuming habits of 
fife, are willing to afford it at an accessible 
price 1 Or are there to be two sets of physi- 
cians and surgeons, one to cure the rich, the 
Other to kill the poor! As there is no pro- 
fession for the exercise of which there is so 
general a demand, or for the practice of 
Which afuOh an equality of information is 
necessary, it i* fortunate that both objects 
may be attained Without the tedious end ex- 
pensive process of these impracticable plans 
Of education. Etery-flriUg, in fact, that 
these systems promise, can, aUd has been 
accomplished by leaving the student to ac- 
quire information where and at the cheapest 
fate be Can. To society it is a matter of 
perfect indifference where the practitioner’s 
knowledge is acquired; the possession of 
it is the only thing in which they ate inte- 
rested ; and that he does possess it, may, it is 
now universally conceded, be ascertained by 
examination alone . From the comparison 
Which we have drawn of these two schools, 
we conceive that it may be fairly concluded 
that the appointment of professors by medi- 


*St 

cal men has not been followed by each salu- 
tary consequences ss eleotion by unprofes- 
sional persons ; that permanent salaries, in- 
stead of inducing men to advance the 
boundaries of science, and to promote the 
interests of their pupils, have an opposite 
tendency, at least in these eoantries, hoWevtr 
the example of others may be cited against 
such an inference ; that there cannot be two 
prices for medical instruction in contiguous 
establishments, any more then there ean be 
two prioes for labour for any length of time in * 
neighbouring provinces ; and lastly, thattp 
have a practical and well-attended school of 
medicine, the means of the pupils and tbs 
profits Which they sre likely to derive front 
the exercise of thrir profession should be 4 
fundamental consideration. 

What may be done to remedy the exist- 
ing regulations of the DtbUn school, we 
kno# not ; bat we conceive that we have' 
shown that it is impossible it cen ever be* 
come s great school of medicine, or com-' 
pete with the school of Edinburgh, while it 
adheres to its present pernicious node of 
laws. Of this truth we are also aware, tint 
all its professors sre thoroughly convinced* 
and that some of them at least are as anxioml 
as we are, that these laws Should be forth* 
with repealed. We have already alluded 
generally t6 the cause of this adherenoe to 
8 vicious system of instruction ; on some* 
future occasion we shall consider it more iir 
detail, and hope to be able to show tftat it 
has been the misfortune of Msmcnrs to be 
taught under the tame roof with * stats 
religion,” and that it is time this eon** 
nexioft, which has so materially injured the 
interests of science in Great Britain, wa# 
effectually and for ever dissolved. 


In another paTt of our Journal will be 
found a scale of fees which has lately been 
arranged by the medical gentlemen of the 
« Newcastle and Gateshead Associa- 
tion.” Of the policy of attempting to 
carry into effect, * to iet upon, any anck 
MM* 
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arrangement/ we entertain very strong 
doubts* Similar schemes have been tried 
in numberless places, over and over again, 
but they have failed to accomplish the de- 
sired object in every instance. In principle 
such an agreement is unsound, as it is the 
foundation of the very essence of monopoly ; 
and, further, it is unsound in its being an 
endeavour to estimate the value of mental 
acquirement and skill, by the gross, in- 
efficient test of a metallic standard* Be- 
sides, it will be said by young practitioners, 
and probably with some degree of justice, 
that such a measure would effectually de- 
prive them of the opportunity of making 
their way amongst the poorer classes of so- 
ciety. But the range of the scale itself 
proves, beyond all question, that no endea- 
vour of the kind can prove in the least de- 
gree successful ; for where the highest sum 
ought to be adopted by a practitioner, he 
may often select the lowest, and thus defeat 
the object of the association at the broadest 
portion of the principle the measure was de- 
signed to establish ; for there might be much 
greater injury and impropriety in a member 
of the association making the charge of one 
guinea where he had the opportunity of 
charging two, than an individual, not a 
member of the association, charging two 
shillings and sixpence, where a member of 
the association might have an opportunity 
of charging five shillings. * We are aware it 
may Be replied, that this arrangement en- 
sures profitable payment ; but this is a great 
error ; for the payment, in every instance, 
must be contingent upon employment, which 
neither this plan, nor any other, can long 
Secure in the absence of professional talent. 
With barristers there are no regulations for 
fees. With attorneys there are, to he sure, 
certain fixed three-and-four-penny and six- 
and-eightpenny charges ; hut then look at 
the bills of these land-sharks after they have 
been taxed, and as they come from the 
hands of the Allocator — generally cut down 
one-fourth, often a third, end sometimes one 


half. It cannot, however, be admitted, that 
these men have any claims to rank with 
medical practitioners, having no pretensions 
to thecharacters of men of soience, except the 
science of extortion, in the practice of which 
they are surpassingly persevering and skilful. 
With physicians, Dubs and all, “dignity,” 
“ importance,” and all that sort of thing, the 
tax of pernicious interference is fixed at one 
pound one. (** Gold-headed canes,” pray 
I forgive us.) Craftiness, meanness, shuffling, 

! underhand dealing, fraud, deception, quack- 
ery, and humbug, in the shape of “ Doc- 
tors,” “ Graduates,” ft Dubs,” “ Incep- 
tors,” and even “Fellows,” — aye, the 
I hugged and beloved of the royal dame in 
I Pall Mall East,— have sold their mental 
filthiness, compounded with jalap, fundun- 
gus, asafoetida, and other such horrible 
drugs, at two shillings and sixpence For 
I further particulars, apply at the per-centage 
hells in Oxford Street, Holborn* and 
jhalf a thousand other places. Oh these 
j vilifiers of surgeons in general practice ! 
Oh these abusers of the sound and well-edu- 
cated physioian t Oh , the hypocritical 
wretches, who have the insolence not to 
fear the keenness, — and the ignorance not to 
admire the polish, — of thisTitfI§~ instrument. 
Alas ! how uncertain are human opinions 
and feelings! Pretty; a few -touches, and 
they will display most agreeable sympathy 
— admirable wonder. — The knaves! We 
will pierce them to the hilt, and in order to 
aid us in this object, we solicit all good men 
and true, to convey to us at our office in the 
Strand, by all and every description of mes- 
senger, whether dub or pure, quack or im« 
pure, cyclops or baggier, owl or bat, the re- 
ligious Christian name, and the filthy surname, 
of every Fellow, Dub, or Pure Chirurg., 
who is ia the habit of “ prostituting” at the 
stews of their per-centage partners with 
open doors, accommodation rooms, (lights 
in the passage,) on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays, or Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Saturdays, from 10 till 12 at noon, and 8 to 
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9 of the evening of eich day. A new col- 
lege, Master Bjioc.ee, will clear these peat 
houses, hut a little, a leetsl, phlebotomising 
will prove a salutary preparative to the 
worthy inmates. 


tain a sufficient quantity of water to make 
the immersion complete ; moreover, she 
became so violently agitated, that she was 
soon taken out of the water in a very alarm* 
ing state, and died in a few minutes. 


CHOLERA MORBUS. 

According to the last reports of the Me- 
dical Society at Moscow, the number of 
patients, from the 21st of September (old 
style) to the 3d of November inclusive, 
amounted to 5390, of whom 2849 died, and 
1718 recovered. From the 4th to the 8th 
t>f November, there were 154 new cases, 
and 88 deaths. 

In the Russian provinces on the other 
side of the Caucasus, the epidemy had en- 
tirely disappeared ; from the 23rd of August 
to the 21st of September, the number of 
patients was 1224, of whom 902 had died. 
From most of the statistical reports on the 
different districts on this side of the Cauca- 
sus, it appears that in general more than 
half of the cases were fatal. In the Ukraine, 
of 213 patients, 124 died ; in the district of 
Novgorod (where the disease broke out just 
at the time of the fair), 1863 cases were 
observed, 968 of which proved fatal. 


HYDROPHOBIA. 

In one of the late numbers of the “ Journal 
. des Hdpitaux de Lyon,” a M. Char don. pro- 
poses a new method of treating hydrophobia, 
which, however, we are afraid will not be 
very acceptable to “ hydrophobes,” as it 
consists in nothing less than drowning. He 
relates that a rabid dog, after having been 
apparently killed by drowning, bad reco- 
vered, and was subsequently fonod to bei 
quite free from the disease. This fact, of] 
which M. Chardon was an eye-witness, in- 
duced him to try the effect of asphyxia in 
hydrophobia, and he says, that of five rabid 
dogs, two were actually cured in this man- 
ner. Shortly after these experiments, he 
met with a female who had been bitten by a 
rabid dog, and offered all the symptoms of 
confirmed hydrophobia. He immediately 
proceeded to try liis new method, and, after 
having bled her, placed her in a warm bath, 
which, however, unfortqqately did not con- 


PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE 

PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT 

op 

DEAFNESS . 

By John Fosbroke, M.D, t M.R.C.S., 
N.R.P.S. Edinb ., 

My essay on the Pathology of the Kid- 
neys, having been favourably received by 
the profession, I, in compliance with a wish, 
which has been very generally expressed, 
that provincial practitioners should make 
known more frequently the results of their 
practice, offer these observations, which 
were announced as the next in succession 
of my inquiries. ’They formed the subject- 
matter of an inaugural thesis at Edin- 
burgh; but to have published them in that 
form, would have been to throw what- 
soever was useful in them into a vault. 

In the first announcement of this essay, 
five years ago, I stated that it was my de- 
sign “ to show most disinterestedly the de- 
gree of dependence which is to be placed on 
the treatment of deafness according to real 
experience, for which purpose I have gone 
into the inquiry.” I have endeavoured al- 
ways to place the stability of my own cha- 
racter and professional communications, 
humble as they may be, upon the founda- 
tions of actual observation, and the unso- 
phisticated and independent averment of the 
plain truth. No bias of interest has induced, 
or ever shall induce me, knowingly, to exag- 
gerate the favourable, or conceal the dis- 
couraging results of my inquiries. An old 
writer observes, “ I always, thank God, 
look upon it as most injurious, and one of 
the worst of wickednesses, in serious things, 
to impose upon the living, but much more 
to banter and hand down a falsehood to pos- 
terity ; a fault, I doubt, too many of onr 
physic-observators have been guilty of.” 
I endeavour also to draw my pictures and 
colourings from nature, that those who trace 
the same path may find their own observa- 
tions the picture and reflection of mine. 

I am not what is called an “ aurist.” The 
interest which I have taken in the subject 
was casual in its origin, and the objects 
which I have in view in publishing this 
essay, both in relation to the profession and 
to the public, are as follow . 
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As respect* the profetmn, deafness and 
diseases of tbe ear generally, have formed 
a field in this country for an abstfrd and 
superfluous subdivision of tbe profession, 
and tbe public themselves have been 
brought in a great measure to conceit 
that as requiring division of labour and ex- 
clusive attention to ensure the per f ec tion of 
skill, they should not- be attempted by the 
practiser of general surgery. . A more inte- 
rested or ideal absurdity was never advan- 
ced nor received $ it has too much, it is to 
be feared, opened a way for extortion and 
impositions, for which no return could ever 
be made, or.be pre-supposed, by the inte- 
rested party; in other words, nine out of 
ten of what are called aurists are but swin- 
dlers under another name— ifnppstors get* 
ting money under false pretences. An im- 
portant purpose of the. discussion • of this 
subject will be, to show that the diseases 
of ibe car should no more be resigned to s 
particular class of pretenders than the diseases 
of the eye, which form a far wider and more 
dilfisult field than tho&e of the ear, em- 
brseigg a great variety of practice and many 
very nice “ surgical manipulations.” Ever 
since .Lawrence, Travers, Green, Guthrie, 
and a number of other surgeons jn town 
and country, have taken up, the eye and 
added it, to general surgery, there has been 
an end to the charm , and attraction of the 
pure oculist. , It doe-, not require more than 
one month’s application, to teach the pcacr 
tiiioner of general surgery all that can be 
known of the causes and modes of treating 
deafness, and to show him, that from the 
constant connexion of this affection with 
constitutional causes, be is best qualified to 
give attention to, it in practice. The men 
who have added really to our knowledge of 
the ear in this country have not been pro* 
femd aorists, but general surgeons and 
pathological physicians, among whom the 
names of launders, Bell, Earle, Sym, Parry, 
and Abercrombie, are conspicuous. On the 
continent, in Germany and France, as the 
references in the course of this essay will 
props, the matter has .stood exactly the 
same. . The exclusive treatises of the day, 
written by professed aurists, have been got 
up chiefly from materials furnished by ana- 
tomists and surgeons. One of these nooks, 
which it seems is a leading work in England, 
and has passed through , several editions, 
though I am pretty sure it would 09* bear 
the light any-where else, is a bold and 
miserable compilation iromJlelL’s Elements 
of Anatomy aad Mr. Saunders* Essay. I 
have seen others affecting a pretended acute- 
ness and depth of observation, full of re- 
finements in theory and practice# minute 
distinctions of seats and causes, and a parade 
of difficulties which 1 am certain, from the 
esses which I have myself investigated, 


could never have existed, and bars been 

invented solely to impose false notions of 
the necessity of “aurists** upon the public 
mind,, whilst, in the same popular treatise, 
the descriptions and treatment of the differ- 
ent cases are so artfully disjoined and dis- 
cussed, that the reader can get no due to 
rules of practice. The article on tbe ear, in 
Mr. Cooper*s dictionary, which is tbe most 
scientific account of the diseases of that 
organ which I have seen in our language, 
treats of the diseased action in this irad that 
portion of the auditory tract, with the signs 
characteristic of it in each particular situ*, 
(ion, as if the diseased action were always 
so bounded and limited, and always to be so 
distinguished, which is nonsense, and not 
true in nature. 

There are two desses ef seriate in this 
country, stationery and sham, or vagrani 
aurists. This last class ic part and parcel of 
the numerous miscellaneous and irregular 
vagabonds under various medical denomi- 
nations, who are tolerated by law and custom 
in this island. The vagrant aurtrtpureuee 
exactly tbe same system as the vagrani 
oculisL The plan of both is to cure slight 
cases for the lower orders, draw up gross 
exaggerations of the cases in whole columns 
of the newspapers, and make the patients 
pay for them in return for the bedefit re- 
ceived. By this method these swindlers 
lay hold of numerous; and ova a respectable 
dupes from *U par. s of the surrounding 
country, whilst they silence the provincial 
press, which, for the mest part, has reached 
the. lowest pitch of inlamy, servility, and 
venality, and prevent the pnhlioatiou of ex- 
posures by the indirect bribery of the ad- 
vertisements. I offered Mr. 'Wright’s very 
proper- “caution to the public ** respecting 
these vagabonds to a provincial paper, in s 
neighbourhood where one of them was 
prowling about ; but the newspaper people 
refused to insert it, because they considered 
expos ires of- quackery 'offensive to the pub* 
lie taute. The announcement of their ex- 
traordinary cures by coup de mam gene- 
rally runs under the title of Doctor, or Mr, 
So-and-so, in sundry great towns, “where* 
he intends to delay btsetay for a few weeks 
longer,* * Among these trampers is a 

v)oman-OMrisk> who heads her advertise- 
ments with a wood-cut of a large ear and 
its organs. To reason against such rank 
imposture is superfluous,?. since of all de- 
rangements y universal experience has proved* 
that none, under the most able individuals- 
who have, given particular attention to tbe 
subject, are more iuamoveably stubborn, 
and less frequently treated with success, 
than cases of deafnese. It is port of the 
admirable system of medics! legislation in. 
France, which <# an example to every other 
country, and which, ere Jon g, iu thepre- 
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synt day of rational wfom, I trait, wiU be 
copied in. all its leading points in this ooua- 
tty, that all quacks, under the denomination 
of aurista, or. any denomination whatever, 
are seized by the police, and abopped up in 
jaila by no meana ao comfortable aa our vo- 
luptuous bouaee of correction. Moreover, 
no encouragement is given by court appoint- 
manta to any superfluous subdivisions of the 
profession. Whoever takes, upon him aa 
auriat or oculist must have been regularly 
educated previously aa physician, surgeon, 
or cjffitier de satd*. But the aaaumption of 
auoti appellations aa “ surgeon-oculist,” 
“ surgeon -auriat,” ia considered in that 
case extremely degrading, and whoever 
assumes them ia excluded by law from the 
concours for the election of agreget, and 
from all public appointmenta. None but 
o^i tiers de semte grace their sign -boards 
with these names, and, they are a denounced 
and repudiated body. In England there is 
no means of extirpating quacks, whether 
rogues, vagabonds, strollers, or otherwise, 
except only the London press, which, by 
promulgating such remarks as these in their 
columus, can always accomplish a great deal 
for the publio safety. 

To apeak again of thia subdivision, there 
is, it must be acknowledged, another and a 
reasonable cause of prejudice ia the pub- 
lio mind agaiast the interference of the 
practisera of surgery in the diseaaes of the 
e§r, vis., the mischief and blundering which 
many of them commit, from wilful and dis- 
graceful ignorance of the moat common prin- 
ciples open which they ought to proceed, 
If a mao, upon the strength of his general 
reputation, and the confidence which it has 
acquired for him with his patients, venture 
tQ take a dangerous liberty with particular 
parts . like the ears, without first acquaint- 
ing himself with the diseases and special 
treatment of. them, as he may do with a 
little application, and as he would do with 
any other part of surgery and medicine, he 
ia not only a rash blockhead, but he de- 
serves every punishment which public 
opidioo, end feven the laws of hit coun- 
try, can inflict. It is an idle excuse, 
under such circumstances, to call mutila- 
tion^ and perhaps eventual murder, *' a 
venial offence,” ** a . mere error of judg- 
ment/* It is downright, wilful ignorance, 
and criminal self- conceited temerity. Such 
a man undertakes the ease voluntarily, and 
knows at the time whether he ia qualified to 
undertake it or not* Ue baa no right te go 
creeping veuad hia patient, and. pouring his 
leperous and poisonous distilmenta into his 
ears. * 

With respect to the public, the informa- 
tion which I shall convey wiU not -he so 
valuable for its novelty, or for the successful 
cures it shall holt} put, as for giving. them 


the means of forming a correct judgment of 
their own cates, and for its helping to place 
the unsettled mind upon a rock, instead of 
every-where alluring it with flying fancies 
and fallacious promises^ It will serve to 
waru those who have itching ears, how they 
commit them, in cases without help or hope, 
to promises and suggestions as hollow ns the 
wind and deceitful as a stair of sand. He 
who deema these descriptions barren in false 
temptations, may bethink him that to know 
in what manner of oases treatment may be 
of service, and in what not, and how much 
may be rationally obtained from such means 
as we actually possess, are grand points. 
The reader may rise from these pages confi- 
dent that the whole truth has been told 
him, that nothing is magnified or diminish- 
ed, that his hopes are not raised to be dis- 
appointed by hie historic* of cure never per*- 
formed, by means that could never perform* 
them,* species of quackery whieh , unprin- 
cipled as it is, is more general and success- 
ful m this country, then in all the other 
countries of Europe together, from thetas-’ 
ceptibilky to every bubble and imposture 
among the people. 

Men like Heberden, Baillie, and others, 
who have occupied the highest pinnacles of 
the profession, instead of boasting their' 
hundred cures, knew by experience that 
they had a hundred cases every day of their 
lives, for which they had no cure at all, and' 
c OtiM do nothing. Their occupation in great 
part, and the application of their influence 
over medical practice, consisted as much in 
preventing men of inferior knowledge and 
experience, and downright ignorance and 
charlatanry, from going too great lengths and 
committing mischief, and in preventing the* 
folly of patients themselves, than in work- 
ing miracles and taking a trading advantage’ 
of eredulity. The ladt pages of Heberden 
and Baillie, written in the deep set of their 
lives, when they had nothing more to fear 
or to hope from the world, are amulets 
against quackery, teaching men, according 
to the moat extensive experience and the 
beat in its kind, bow little in chronic dis-' 
eases oaa be dene by the most competent 
skill of the physician* The temple is not to 
be made perfect and whole when the prin- 
cipal supporting columns are shaken and 
rent. 

74, Sudeley Place, Cheltenham. 

November $ 5 , 1830. 


Otorrhea nr Childrvjv^-Dt. Am ©long 
stale# in Graefe and IVaUher's J eternal, 
that he has employed with great success in 
this disease, especially when the discharge 
is foetid r au injection of a weak solution of 
corrosive Bubliiuate.i 
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL FEES, 

SCALE ADOPTED AT NEWCASTLE. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,*— A t the time when I communicated 
to you the resolutions which had been passed 
at a meeting of general practitioners in this 
place, the table of fees was not finally agreed 
upon. Indeed more difficulty was expe- 
rienced in drawing it up, so as to accommo- 
date it to the views and wishes of different 
practitioners, than was in the first place ex- 
pected ; and it will be seen that it has been 
found necessary to allow much latitude in 
the scale of charges, as well as in its prac- 
tical application ; but we trust it has been 
constructed in such a manner as to admit of 
the practitioner receiving an ample compen- 
sation fiom the rich and liberal, while it 
will also admit of bis attending the poorer 
classes on terms at once easy to them and 
honourable to himaelf. It goes to the ac- 
knowledgment of a principle whereby he 
yrill make his demand of compensation, 
whether large or small, on a straight-for- 
ward, honourable, and intelligible basis, 
instead of exacting it under false pretences, 
as if his professional knowledge were a 
thing not to be named to his patients, and 
fit onlv to be buried in the mystery of a 
Mack draught or calomel pill. 

It is our anxious wish to induce the mem- 
bers of the profession resident in other 
places, to co-operate with us in this great 
measure of reform, whereby we confidently 
hope, that the character of the general prac- 
titioner will be elevated in the estimation of 
the public, and his services valued in pro- 
portion. It is with this view that we are 
desirous of laying our proceedings open to 
the profession, and shall be glad if you will 
xpake your journal the medium of accom- 
plishing our wiahes. Your pen is also an 
able advocate, nod we shall rejoice to see it 
earnestly engaged in the cause. If once the 
profession could be induced to tread in our 
a£eps — to pursue a line of proceeding ana- 
logous at least to the example we have set I 
before them (let them improve upon it as | 
they please, and we shall he most happy to 
attend to suggestions of improvement from 
any quarter), I am satisfied that the work 
must proceed prosperously, and must issue 
in much good to ourselves and to our patients. 

I remain, Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 

T. M. Grbenhow. 
Newcastle, December 28th, 1830. 

[The annexed document accompanied the 
letter of Mr. Greenhow.] 


The following table of fees and charges 
for professional services, has been drawn 
up with strict and impartial attention to the 
proper interests both of the public and of 
the medical profession, by the “ Newcastle 
and Gateshead Association of General Prac- 
titioners in Medicine and Surgery and is 
respectfully submitted to public considera- 
tion, with the view of obviating the embar- 
rassment which has hitherto been so fre- 
quently experienced in recompensing the 
services of medical attendants. 

I The table is calculated to exhibit the 
amount of fee* adapted toeff chases of the 
community, altogether independent of pro- 
fit on medioines; and it is thought more 
judicious to offer it as a guide to be adopted 
wholly, or in part, according to the wishes 
and feelings of the public at large (trusting 
to the manifest justice and reasonableness 
of the measure for its gradual, but in the 
end, universal adoption), than to impose it 
as an invariable rule of practice. Besides, 
it is undeniable that many difficulties must 
be encountered in providing fixed rales for 
individual oases. While, therefore, the 
great principle of compensation being made 
for professional services actually rendered, 
and of medicines being tarnished to the 
public at a moderate charge, is held in view, 
it is evident that on many occasions, espe- 
cially in their attendance on the families of 
the less wealthy and labouring classes of 
the community, practitioners must be con* 
sidered in a great degree at liberty to make 
such arrangements with their patients as 
may be found most convenient to them* 
selves. 


Fill voa professional attendance and 
THE MORE ORDINARY OPERATIONS OP 
SURGERY. 

£. s, d. £. s. d. 

Consultation from 2 2 0 to 11 0 

Visits in town 0 5 0 to 0 10. 

Dressing wounds, &c., 

per week 3 2 0 to 0 10 6 

Visits in the night .... 1 1 0 to 0 50 
Visits in the country, — 

Within five miles.. .. 1 1 0 to 0 5 0 

From five to ten miles 2 2 0 to 0 7 6 

Bleeding 0 10 6 to 0 2 6 

Cupping 1 1 0 to 0 50 

Opening temporal artery 1 1 0 to 0 5 O 

Drawing a tooth 0 10 6 to 0 26 

Introducing a catheter 0 10 6 to 0 2 6 

Vaccination.. 2 2 0 to 0 5 0 

The more important operations of sur- 
gery, as well as attendance in child-bed, 
will be recompensed according to the prin- 
ciples already well understood amongst the 
! members of the profession. 
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CHAEOSB FOR MEDICINES. 

Mixture, from 3 os. to £. i. d. £. a, d. 

8 os. from 0 2 0 to 0 1 6 

Ditto a pint 0 2 6 to 0 2 0 

Pills, single dose or bolus 0 0 6 

Pills, per dozen 0 1 0 

Powders, per dozen .... 0 2 0 to 0 1 6 

Single powder 0 0 6 

Draught 0 1 0 to 0 0 6 

Blisters, plasters, and other medicines 
not specified, to be charged in the same 
proportion. 


ACETIC ACID AS A COUNTER-IRRITANT. 


To the Editor of Tbe Lancet. I 

Sir,— The numerous advantages that are 
derived in affections of the thoracic viscera, 
from the application of counter-irritants to 
the surftce of the chest, have induced me to 
call the attention of your readers to the em- 
ployment of what I consider to be a net v 
remedial agent in these diseases; at least, I 
never heard of its application prior to using 
it myself. It is exceedingly safe, and can 
be used almost without any of those precau- 
tions winch are given with other counter- 
irritants. Having had tome considerable 
experience in its use daring the last three 
years, I can speak of its efficacy, and strongly 
recommend it to the notice of my profes- 
sional brethren, particularly as 1 have em- 
ployed it on persons of all ages and consti- 
tutions. The medicine is exceedingly sim- 
ple ; it is merely the aromatic or campho- 
rated acetic acid, which is to be rubbed on 
the chest, with the corner of a coarse towel, 
vntH the surface of the skin assumes a deep 
reddish hue, snd a slight smarting sensation 
is felt. The instant relief which this sim- 
ple remedy affords is astonishing, and unless 
witnessed would hardly be believed ; in in- 
cipient cases, tbe effect » very striking. 
When employed on infants and very delicate 
nervous females, it requires to be diluted 
with an equal part of distilled water, other- 
wise it will destroy the skin ; an object not 
intended unless in very severe cases. I was 
first led to adopt it in my own case, from 
having laboured twice severely under in- 
flamed lungs, the first oocasion of which 
nearly proved fatal, and where, it was to be 
observed, the mildest blister* that was ap- 
plied, produced always the most agonising 
strangury. Accidentally witnessing the 
effects of the aromatic vinegar as a counter- 
irritant in removing the skin from the face 
of a young lady, who had incautiously used 
it as aa errhine, I was led to the idea of 
adopting it as a counter irritant in my own 
case, and subsequently, as 1 have already 
stated, in many patients with the most de- 


cided success. I think that if medical men 
will only employ it, we shall not witness the 
unpleasant and even fatal effects which 
sometimes follow the use of blisters; the 
tartar-emetic ointment, &c. &c. in infants, 
and highly irritable subjects, 

I am, Sir, 

Yours, very obediently, 

* H. W, Dewijurst, Surgeon. 

December 20, 1830. 


OPERATION FOR CRURAL HERNIA AT 
st. George's HOSPITAL. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

* Sir, — I trust you will excuse this short 
note, the object of which is to correct an 
error iii the relation of a case of strangulated 
femoral hernia, sent from this place to St. 
George's Hospital on the 27th of December, 
and published in your valuable pages on the 
8th of January. I feel myself called upon 
to make tbe following statement, because 
the case, as it stands in the pages of The 
Lancet, makes the surgeons of St. George's 
cut but an indifferent figure, and calls in 
question the propriety of the operation 
itself. The following is what I wish to 
correct : — It may be remarked there was 
no vomiting, nor was the abdomen at all 
tense." Now, Sir, this is a most import- 
ant remark in a case of questionable stran- 
gulated hernia, and it is right for me to state 
that she had incessant vomiting from the 
time it became strangulated on Friday the 
24th of December, till eleven o’clock at 
night on the 26th, when I paid her my last 
visit, at which time I saw her eject from her 
stomach at one time more than a quart of 
matter, as completely stercoraceous as I 
ever saw from the rectum in my life. At 
this time I should have considered her case 
hopeless ; she had constant hiccup and vo- 
miting, with an extremely small pulse, and 
very anxious countenance. I directed her 
husband to take her to St. George's Hospi- 
tal at six o'clock the next morning, if she 
had strength for the journey, at the same 
time I informed him how little hope I had 
of its being of any service, in consequence 
of the delay occasioned by the patient's 
neglecting to go to the hospital, or to sub- 
mit to the operation twenty-foqr hours 
earlier, the necessity of which had been 
very strongly urged. 

Her symptoms appear to me to have been 
such as most fully to have justified the 
operation, the only doubt being the state in 
which the intestine would be found from 
the length of time it had been suffering from 
the stricture, and I have no doubt that the 
intestines had been strangulated, although it 
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was not found so at tbe time of the opera- 
tion ; indeed so certain did I feel of this, 
that after bleeding and the tobacco enema, 
which together produced a most alarming 
degree of faintness, and, finding the taxis 
df no avail, I pressed the operation very 
strongly, or her immediate removal to the 
hospital. 

My attention was called to the account of 
the case in The Lancet by Mr. Cattle, but* 
geon, whose patient the woman was while 
here, and by whom I was called to see the 
case ; and it immediately occurred to me, 
that it would be right to inform you that the 
early symptoms were most unequivocally 
those of strangulated hernia ; and this is my 
excuse for troubling you with this hasty 
letter, and I beg tp remain, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Jakes Smith. 

Richmond Green, Jan. 10th, 1831. 


• ABUSES AT ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — I have been a oonstant reader of 
year Journal from its commencement, and 
its volumes are now bending the very shelves 
of my library, ft is with much pleasure 
that I have followed you from the first num- 
ber that was published to the present time, 
and find yon still walking in the same path, 
and unflinchingly attacking every species of 
medical monopoly. The rights of stu- 
dents” are also under your especial protec- 
tion, and ** God help us” poor devils, were 
it not for the acute touches which the “ big 
wigs” of tbe hospitals occasionally receive 
from your Lancet* Compare us with stu- 
dents twenty years ago. They were lite- 
rally trampled upon, and were compelled to 
put up with insults even from the porters 
and other underlings of the hospitals, but 
the reign of terror is now over, and to whom 
are we indebted for the change ? Every 
student who has a spark of gratitude or a 
grain of common sense, must acknowledge 
the source whence these benefits have 
sprung. 

But to my complaint ; you will agree with 
me that it is an essential point for lecturers 
to keep their faith with pupils, and it is 
with regret that 1 say, this has been broken 
bjr one of our midwifery lecturers at St. 
Thomas's. The prospectus held out, that 
Drs. Ferguson and Ashbumer would deliver 
Midwifery Lectures alternately, but after 
pocketing their fees, we find that Dr. Fer- 
guson has discontinued lecturing, and ac- 
cepted an appointment in the London Uni- 
versity ; this course (and I suppose the next) 
will be finished by Dr. Ashbumer, who is, 
m fact, no lecturer at all. 


Tbe demonstrations are also conducted in 
a very careless manner. The different parts 
are shown in a very hurried manner, and not 
so ss to impress the student's mind with the. 
subject. The prospectus mentioned that 
demonstrations would be given “ every 
morping,” yet on Thursdays we have nous; 
the reason assigned is, that the pupils may 
be able to attend the “ taking in,” but if de* 
monstrations were going on, it would be 
found that more would attend these, than, 
the " taking in.” It also happens, that the 
dissecting room is left occasionally without 
a demonstratpr, or with s very inefficient 
one, and at a place where fifty or more are. 
dissecting you will, Mr. Editor, see the pro- 
priety of having at least one competent per- 
son constantly in the room, not for an hour, 
or two,, but from nine or ten o'clock in the 
morning till the commencement of the ana- 
tomical lecture. Last season, I understand, 
tyro very competent demonstrators were ge-_ 
nerally there, but perhaps it is now thought 
that from the great reduction which has 
taken place in the price of lectures at St.. 
Thomas’s this season, we are to put up with 
th is deficiency. Many students have com- 

{ dained of there being no demonstrations- 
rom the beginning of the present week, be-^ 
cause the demonstrator chose to announce 
that there would be non# till January 3d, aa 
be could ** get tbrough the course without.” 
If they were conducted in a less hurried 
manner, it would be found that there was 
not a day in any week to spare, neither 
could a fortnight be wasted at Christmas. 

It has been said, Mr. Editor, that you are 
not impartial in publishing complaints from 
the Borough Hospitals, but that the abuses 
at St. Thomas’s are let off very easily, com- . 
pared with those of Guy’s. I liave denied 
this strongly, and it remains for you to de- 
cide whether you will allow this a place in . 
your Journal. 

I remain, yours respectfully, 

A Pupil of St. Thomas's. 

Lor don, Deo. 24, 1830. 


SUBSCRIPTION FOR THE LATE DR. NUTTALL. , 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — I addressed a letter, a fortnight, 
igo, to the Editor of The Medical Gazette, 
inclosing my mite towards the subscription 
for the family of the late much-to-be-la- 
mented Dr. Nuttall. I begged the insertion 
of that letter, because, as an old pupil of 
Dr. Nuttall’s, I knew some hing of his 
habits and character ; and I conceived that 
what I stated would promote the subscrip- 
tion for the family j being, moreover, deeply 
impressed with gratitude for his kind uud 
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assiduous instruction, I was desirous of 
paying some tribute, however smell, to the 
memory of my revered preceptor. I re* 
grettea that the Editor had allowed a con- 
temporary to take the lead of him in a work 
of charity, in aid of the family of his late 
colleague ; as I felt assured that all who 
knew him would willingly assist so good a 
cause, and then stated some of the merits of 
the individual, and bis claims oa the pro- 
fession. I have now to express my surprise 
at the refusal to insert that letter, and to 
request you, who first started the subscrip- 
tion, to afford me space in your Journal in 
fhrtherance of the object so handsomely pro- 
moted by yourself. I think it right, Mr. 
Editor, that every worthy public character 
ahould be held up as a beacon, whereby we 
may direct our course ; and to those who 
knew not the late Dr. Nuttall, I would say 
that a more desenring man was not in the 
profession. Enthusiastically devoted to til 
its most arduous duties, he neglected those 
means calculated to constitute the success- 
ful practitioner ; and while he was con- 
stantly engaged in tlie cause of science and 
suffering humanity, he despised the trickery 
too often practised to sail on the surface of 
popularity ; no man could be more regular, 
or attentive in his duties at the dispensary ; 
none more anxious to convey instruction to 
his pupils, or relief to his patients. In him 
(he poor have indeed lost a friend t Pas- 
sionately fond of bis profession, and of mor- 
bid anatomy in particular, he traced all dis- 
eases to their source, taking notes of their 
symptoms during their progress, and com- 
paring them with the post-mortem appear- 
ances ; he was particularly interested in 
d iseases of the chest, especially of the heart, 
always having recourse to percussion and 
the stethoscope, and scarcely a death oc- 
curred in his practice, that he did not per- 
sonally perform the post-mortem examina- 
tion to as many of his pupils as chose to 
accompany him, commonly giving some 
pecuniary recompense to the poor relatives 
for the trouble he had caused them ; so that 
I will venture to say that no man possesses 
a more abundant record of coses or facts 
relative to diseased heart, than did the late 
Dr. Nuttall. He sent many fine specimens 
to Mr. Brookes. It is to be hoped that, at 
this time, when those diseases are so much 
discussed and so little understood, that some 
judicious friend of the family may be in- 
duced to u sink a shaft into this rich mine ” 
of unsecured ore, and, selecting the gold 
therefrom, produce it for the benefit of 
the medical world. I could, Sir, enlarge 
much upon the virtues and amiable charac- 
ter of the deceased, who was one of those 
who did not receive bis reward in this 
world, but I will sum up his private charac- 
ter by saying, with Air, Tucker, that a 


I kinder or warmer hearted man did not 
exist, nor one more devoted to every , 
Christian duty. I would also, in conclusion, ' 
bear my humble but hearty testimony to 
(be equally amiable character of bis dis- 
tressed widow ; and I do sincerely trust 
that, in her affliction, she will experience 
the generous sympathy of that profession to 
which her late husband was so bright an 
ornament. 

I am. Sir, 

Yonr obedient servant, 

William Moss. 

Eton, Jan. 10, 1831. 


MR. GUTUBTe’s LECTURES. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — The Christmas holidays being over, 
and Mr. Guthrie having r eturn e d the ardu- 
ous task of lecturing two, or occasionally 
three, hours a week, will you allow me, 
| through the medium of The Lancet, to in- 
quire, if he intends fulfilling the promise 
made in bis prospectus, of delivering clini- 
cal lectures at the Westminster Hospital, 
or occasional lectures at the Ophthalmic 
Institution in Warwick Street, The pro- 
mises and performances of lecturers have 
long bsen proverbially at variance; but 
never has there been a 'more palpable breeeh 
of contract than in the present case, not a 
single lecture having been delivered at either 
institution since the commencement of the 
anatomical season. Mr, Guthrie is very 
fond, when seated in the professor's chair; 
of stigmatising his class as idle, laxy, fellows* 
&e. Pray ts not 4his something like seeing 
the mote in his neighbour's eye, and over- 
looking the beam in bis own ? 

Since writing the above, I have been 
informed by a student, that Mr. Guthrie 
certainly did one day say something at the 
hospital, but what that something was about, 
he, the pupil, was entirely guiltless of know- 
ing ! At any rate, I shall trouble you with 
another notice on tl>« subject towards the 
termination of the course, for the benefit of 
those who are on the point of commencing 
their studies. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

A Pupil* 


charges against the pigs. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — I have been lately perusing a 
pamphlet upon National Dietetics , written 
by Mr. G. Warren, surgeon, Manchester 
Street, the purport of which appears to me 
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VENTRAL HERNIA. 


to be of importance to the healing art. He three copious alvine evacuations. Yester* 
has endeavoured to prove that the exciting day she suffered severely from nausea, and 
cause of phthisis, scrofula, gout, mania, &c., in the evening vomited several times. Mr. 
et hoc genus omne , has been produced by a Vincent happening to be in the hospital at 
non-observance of the Mosaical law with the time of her admission, had recourse to 
regard to diet, and that hence all the hu* the taxis immediately, but not being suc- 
mours of the body have become vitiated, and cessful, ordered her to be put into a warm 
handed down from one generation to another bath, to be bled from the arm whilBt in it, 
in this very impure state. Now, Mr. Editor, and then to have the taxis employed again. 

I am a plain matter-of-fact man, and do not Eight o’clock p.m. She remained in the 
wish to attract public attention through the bath twenty-five minutes, and was bled 
wild mazes of hypothesis, but merely state while in it to sixteen ounces, but no syn- 
that I have resided in a large parish for cope was induced. The taxis was also em- 
twenty years where nine-tenths of its in- ployed for ten minutes, but no portion of 
habitants hav.e lived upon this obnoxious the hernia could be returned. As soon as 
food — swine’s flesh ; yet I do not find thatany she left the bath, a purgative enema was 
of us are more subject to the diseases alluded administered, but it returned immediately^ 
to by the author, than those who have paid unmixed with faecal matter. She is in every 
peculiar attention to the laws of Moses. I respect the same as when we saw her at 
hope some one more capable than myself noon. 

wiir examine the principles upon which the 10. In the early part of last night she vo- 
luminous author has founded bis arguments, mited frequently, but slept soundly in the 
and lay before the public the result of his intervals. Towards this morning the sick- 
examination, whilst the knights of the sty ness increased, and she vomited a large 
are grunting with indignation at the charge, quantity of stercoraceous fluid. The tumour 
I am, Sir, yours respectfully, is now rather painful to the touch, the ab- 

An Inquirer. domen slightly distended, but pressure on 
January 11, 1831. it is not productive of pain. Mr. Vincent 

to-day had a consultation with his ool- 
■ ■ ■■ i .I. i i ■ .ii i ■■■■■ i leagues, who agreed with him as to the 

propriety of operating. The patient was 
ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL, immediately removed to the operating thea- 

tre, and the operation was performed in the 

• following manner. An incision, parallel to 

STRANGULATED VENTRAL HERNIA. the J£ nea a 5 0u t tllTe© inches in 

Elizabeth Shaw, setat. 72, a stout and length, was made over the front of the 
health y-looking woman, was admitted into tumour, by which the skin was divided, and 
President’s Ward, on Thursday the 9th of the fascia superficialis exposed. This fascia 
December, under the care of Mr. Vincent, was next raised by means of a forceps, and 
She has a tumour of the abdomen, about the the apex of the elevated portion divided 
size of the two fiats, on the surface of which, with a kuife held horizontally. The aper- 
a little below its centre, the umbilicus is ture was enlarged with a probe-pointed bis- 
situated, and a considerable impulse is toury, guided by the finger to the extent 
given to it by coughing. There is no dis- of the external incision. A large quantity 
tension of the abdomen, and pressure pro- of omentum was now brought into view, 
duces a sensation of uneasiness, but which which being drawn towards the left side, a 
does not amount to pain. Her countenance portion of the jejunum of about fourteen 
is tranquil ; pulse frequent, and rather full ; inches iu length, and of a dark rose co- 
tongue dry and brownish ; bowels not open lour, was seen. It was now ascertained 
since Tuesday niglit. Nausea exists to a that tbe linea alba had given way a little 
slight extent, but there is no vomiting. above the umbilicus, and tbe finger oould be 
She states that she has bad a rupture forty easily passed into tbe abdomen. The intes- 
years, that it has frequently protruded, but tine was drawn out a little, and appearing 
that she has in every instance returned it perfectly healthy beyond the stricture, was, 
with facility, and retained it in the abdomen together with tbe portion that bad been 
by means of a truss. She says, that though strangulated, returned without much dif- 
ahe has returned the intestine on every oc- ficulty. The omentum was united to the 
caaion, a tumour of considerable size baa edges of the aperture by numerous strong 
always remained, but from which she has and old adhesions, and consequently could 
not experienced the slightest inconvenience, not be returned. Mr. Vincent wishing to 
On Tuesday night the bowel protruded, and lessen the bulk of the tumour which the 
she endeavoured to return it, but could not. protruded omentum formed, removed a con- 
Finding her efforts at reduction unavailing, siderable portion of it ; two of the divided 
she had immediate recourse to an active vessels bled rather freely, and were secured 
dose of aperient medicine, which produced by ligatures* The severed edges of tho 

Digitized by Google 



LICHEN SENILIS* 


641 


•kin were approximated, and retained in 
contact by meant of sutures and stripe of 
adhesive plaster, and the patient was re- 
moved to Sitwell’s Ward. Mr. Vincent 
then observed, that though the aperture was 
sufficiently large to allow the bowel to be 
returned without enlarging the opening, 
yet the large mass of otnenium that lay in 
front, rendered it impossible to return the 
gut without an operation. The patient was 
ordered to have an enema administered in 
two hours, to take a saline draught con- 
taining two drachms of the sulphate of mag- 
nesia every two hours, till the bowels 
should be freely purged, and to have milk 
diet. 

11. The enema was administered, but 
returned immediately. She took four of the 
draughts, which produced five stools, three 
of which were very copious, dark-coloured, 
and highly offensive. She slept well all 
night, and appears now very cheerful ; her 
tongue is cleau, but ratberdry ; slight thirst ; 

uUe 80, and sharp ; abdomen rather tense, 
ut not tender to the touch. Mr. Vincent 
thought it advisable to procure one or two 
stools more, and ordered her to take two 
drachms of the sulphate of magnesia in an 
ounce and a half of spearmint water every 
four hours, till that effect should be pro- 
duced. 

12. Appears veiy much dejected ; coun- 
tenance expressive of great anxiety. Slept 
badly last night ; bowels freely purged after 
taking two of the draughts. Tongue brown 
and dry; skin hot, but rather moist ; pulse 
the same ; hiccup has come on within the 
last few hours. No pain in the abdomen, 
but the tension remains. There is a thin 
discharge from the wound. Ordered to ap- 
ply a linseed- meal poultice to the wound, 
and to take the following powder three 
times a day : — 

Jk Hydrarg . c. creta ; 

Pulv . rhei , aa gc. v ; 

Ptdv. aromat., gr. ij. 

13. Countenance tranquil, and she ap- 
pears more cheerful than yesterday ; slept 
but indifferently last night. No pain in the 
pbdomen, and the tension is much dimi- 
nished ; bowels not opened since the even- 
ing of the lltli instant. She is in other 
respects the same. The ligatures were re- 
moved from the wound to day ; the dis- 
charge is just the same. Ordered to conti- 
nue the poultice and the powder, and to 
take half an ounce of the sulphate of mag- 
nesia directly, which is to be continued in 
drachm doses every four hours till the bow- 
els shall be freely open. 

14. She is much better to-day. She took 
two doses of the sulphate of magnesia which 
purged her twenty times. No pain or ten- 
sion of the abdomen remains; tongue 


brownish and rather dry ; skin cool ; hiccup 
not so troublesome as it has hitherto been ; 
purging continues, and she is much annoyed 
by flatus in the intestines ; discharge from- 
the wound is thicker and more like pus. 
Ordered to discontinue her medicine, but 
to continue the poultice, and to take five 
grains ^of the hydrarg. c. Greta, with an 
equal quantity of Dover’s powder every six 
hours, and twenty minims of ether in an 
ounce of camphor mixture three times a 
day. 

. 15. Purging stopped ; has an appetite ; 
hiccup nearly gone ; the wound dischargee 
healthy pus ; pulse natural. Continue the 
medicines. 

18. Hiccup haa ceased ; appetite good ; 
sleeps well; pulse 70 and soft. Wound 
continues to discharge healthy pus. She 
says she feels perfectly well. 

23. Going on well. 

30. The wound has nearly healed ; bowels 
open, and the several functions are regu- 
larly performed. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 

LICHEN SENILIS. 

John Ball, aged 52, a journeyman baker, 
came in with a papular eruption of a pruii- 
genous character, which he had had nearly 
a month ; it affected almost the whole of the 
anterior surface of the right leg, and the 
I seat of flexure of both elbow-joints ; the 
itching was very intense, and disturbed his 
rest ; the appetite was good ; there was no 
inconvenience after eating ; tongue clean, 
so ft, and smooth ; habit of bowels regular ; 
pulse 75, full, and forcible. To take a pill 
every night composed of blue pill, compound 
extract of colocyntk, of each two grains 
and a half, and two table • spoonsful of the 
following mixture every four hours : — Aro • 
malic confection , three drachms ; sweet 
spirits of nitre , four drachms ; camphor 
mixture , eight ounces . Mix. 

4. Bowels have been freely opened, but 
the itching is uudiminished ; in other re- 
spects he says he is as well aa ever he waa 
in his life ; pulse 78, and strong. To con- 
tinue the mixture, substituting a decoction 
of elm bark for the camphor julep. 

6 . The eruption is better in the arms ; 
the legs are exceedingly rough and hot ; 
they are to be washed with warm water ; 
bowels open once since yesterday ; tongue 
clean. 

8. The lichenous eruption is redder, but 
less itchy. Bowels confined ; tongue cleap. 
To have a purging pill immediately. 

9. The eruption is less vivid ; bowels 
well opened twice since yesterday ; tongue 
clean ; pulse 64, soft, and full. 
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10. Eruption it evidently getting better ; 
bowels twice open ; tongue clean, 

11. The itching is undiminished to-day. 
To have a warm bath, and repeat medicine. 

12. Relieved by the bath ; the itching is 
lest; the legs to be sponged with warm 
Water. To take one- sixth of a grain of the 
oxymuriate of mercury in two ounces * of a 
decoction of elm hark , three times a day . 

15. The pruriency of the eruption is still 
great. To use a weak ointment composed 
of simple cerate and red precipitate . 

16. The ointment has considerably di- 
minished the irritation. 

19. The eruption is dying off; bowels 
open; appetite good. He sleeps well, and 
there is no irritation whatever. 

20. Convalescing. The eruption has dis- 
appeared from the legs, but has made its 
appearance at the bend of the left elbow ; 
to be treated with the ointment again. 

27. The eruption has entirely gone. 

29. He is dismissed quite well. 

This was a good case of the lichen of old 
age ; its cure was entirely ascribable to the 
stimulation of the red precipitate. 


HOTEL-DIEU. 

FRACTURE Ot THE OS SACRUM AND TBS 

HORIZONTAL BRANCH OP THE OS FUBIS. 

M., of a strong constitution, received a vio- 
lent contusion from some bricks falling from 
the height of about 20 feet on his loins; he 
was taken up insensible and carried to the 
Hdlei-Dieu in the following state ; his fea- 
tures were altered, the countenance pale, 
extremities cold and covered with sweat, and 
the pulse small and quick ; he was quite 
senseless, but slightly recovered soon after 
his admission, and complained of violent 
pain in the abdomen, particularly in the re- 
gion of the os sacrum and at the loins ; there 
was much tenderness of the hypogastrium, 
which also exhibited distinct fluctuation. 
The extreme pain which was caused by any 
attempt at a close examination, rendered it 
impossible to form any certain diagnosis, 
hut from the great mobility of the pelvis it 
was suspected that it was fractured ; there 
was no sign of any Ission of the spine, the 
patient could maxe water, and the. lower 
extremities were not affected. About four 
hours after the accident some reaction seem- 
ed fo take place, the temperature of the skin 
was increased, and he complained of liead- 
ach ; he was bled, but two ounces of blood 
Lad scarcely been emitted when he was 
seized with syncope, difficulty of breathing, 
all of which continued, anti proved fatal 
within a few hours. On examination of the 
body, the skin and muscles at the loins and 


sacral region were found infiltrated with 
blood ; the peritoneal cavity also contained * 
about a pint and a half of blood, part of 
which was in the cavity of the small pelvis ; 
the horisontal branch of the os pubis, and 
the sscro-ilitc apophysis were fractured ; 
the heart and larger vessels ware empty ; 
the origin of the hemorrhage could not be 
discovered. — Lane . Frang. 


CASE OF GENERAL HYPERTROPHY, IN CON- 
SEQUENCE OF SUPPRESSED MENSTRUA- 
TION. 

The “ Journal Hebdomadaire” contains the 
following interesting case, by M. de Claubry: 

N., of a robust constitution, bad been in 
the enjoyment of good health up to her 
eighteenth year, when she, at the time of 
her menses, experienced a fright, in conse- 
quence of which the menstrual discharge 
was suddenly suppressed. From this pe- 
riod up to her twenty- ninth year, she has 
suffered from the effects of increasing tend- 
ency of. the blood towards the head, but in 
all other respects felt quite well. The state 
of amenorrhoeR, In which she continued dur- 
ing this time, has, however, caused a very 
remarkable change in the nutritive process, 
which has increased to such a degree as 
to produce hypertrophy of most of the soft 
parts of her body, and in particular of the 
muscles and subcutaneous tela cellulosa. 
The osseous system does not seem to have 
partaken of this change ; the stature is not 
changed, and the skull is of natural dimen- 
sions; bat the skin, eyelids, lips, nose, 
cheeks, and all the soft parts of the face, 
have undergone such an extraordinary de- 
velopment, that, at first sight, they appear 
to belong to a colossal frame ; and the coun- 
tenance is almost become similar to that of 
patients affected with the species of lepra 
Arabum, which is called leontrasis. The 
tongue is also so much larger than usual, as 
to cause impeded articulation, and a con- 
tinual flow of saliva. The neck is remark- 
ably thick and fat, particularly at its poste- 
rior part ; the breasts are so large as to 
touch the chin. The abdomen is not very 
prominent, but the muscles and skin of the 
back and loins are very much developed. 
The clitoris and external genitals are also* 
unusually large; the extremities seem at 
first sight very short on account of their 
increased volume, which does not only re- 
sult from the large quantity of subcutaneous 
fat, but also from the morbid development 
of the muscles, as appears from their pro- 
mineuce under the skin. The heart evinces 
likewise all the signs of hypertrophy, both 
to the touch and the stethoscope, the brain 
also is in a morbid state, for the patient is 1 ' 
almostin a stater of idiotism ; the digestive 
organs appear to be healthy. ~ 
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ATTORNEY CORONERS. 

On the night of the 22nd of December 
last, the person of an infirm woman, 67 
years of age, was horribly violated by five 
monsters, on the Manchester and Bolton 
road, who each participated in the infamous 
crime, and left the poor creature dead, or 
nearly so, by the road side. The half-naked 
body was found the next morning frozen to 
the ground, when the clerk of Mr. Milne, 
the attorney-coroner for the district, held an 
inquest upon it, and a verdict of “ Died in a 
fit” was returned ! ! A few days after, the 
crime was confessed by one of the parties 
concerned, and the matter is now under 
magisterial investigation. 


BIRMINGHAM SCHOOL OP 
MEDICINE. 

Ths following students obtained the prise 
medals of ©red by the lecturers during the 
last session. 

Anatomy and Physiology.— First silver 
medal, Mr. Betts ; second silver medal, Mr. 
Palmer. Examiners— J, B. Stewart, M.D., 
G. Pilcher, Esq. 

Medicine.— First silver medal, Mr. Ham- 
mond ; second silver medal, Mr. Heeley. 
Examiner — E. Johnstone, M.D. 

Subge a Y*r-F irst silver medal, Mr .Palmer; 
second silver medal, Mr. Hammond. Ex» 
uminer — G. Piloher, Esq, 

Midwifery.— First sil vermedal, Mr. Wil- 
liams ; second silver medal, Mr. Hall. 
Examiners — J, par wall* MJ).,— Wicken- 
den, Esq. 

Materia Medica.— First silver medal, 
Mr. Binley ; second silver medal, Mr. Ham- 
mond. Examiners— J, DarwaJl, M. D., 
J. Eccles, M. D. 

Chemistry. — First silver medal, Mr. 
Hammond j second silver medal, Mr* Bin- 
ley. Examiner— R. Phillips, Esq., F.K.S. 

Three guineas and two guineas for the 
best essays on the Varieties of the Human 
Species and the Mtou bated Egg, proposed by 
Thomas L. Parker, Eaq«, were awarded to 
Mr. Northal and Mr. Heeley. . 


INJECTION OF AIR INTO THE PLEURA FOR 
AN AFFECTION OF THE HEART. 

44 At 6m Royal Society, Edinburgh, oft 
Monday evening, a Curious paper by Dr. 
Duncan was read, on the injection of air into 
the cavity of the chest. The patient had 
suffered much from an affection of the heart, 
and was led to think that the pressure of ft 
small volume of sir internally might be sub- 
stituted for an external pressure, which 
afforded bim relief. The idea occurred to 
himself, and he was bis own operator. Ho 
employed a fine silver tube, about as slOndef 
as a common pin, to which a bladder waft 
attached, containing eommon air. The 
point of this was thrust through the akin and 
other integuments till it reached the Cavity, 
and the air was then squeezed through it, 
by compressing the bladder. Relief was al- 
ways experienced St the timer and ft lasting 
improvement was effected in the patient’s 
health. Veiy full details wore given of the 
experiments, whicji were continued through 
two or three years. Dr* Liters stated that 
be had performed the same operation upon 
four or five patients in cases of aneurism, 
always with some immediate benefit, and in 
no case with any ultimate injury. The 
apparatus with which the first patient ope- 
rated was shown, and all donbts as to the 
erforation of the tube were removed, by 
lowing air through it into water. The ex- 
periment is physiologically curious, for if air 
can be conveyed into the chest in this way, 
other elastic and inelastic finids may be ia* 
jected in the same way. And may it not 
j be possible to extract peasant liquids from 
the interior of the body by reversing the 
I process 1 ’’—The tbove paragraph is from 
the Scotsman . 


The ouaco. 

The following notice on the subject 
of the gumco is appended to the last num- 
ber of Stephenson’s and Churchill’s Work 
on Medical Botany:— “We have bad in- 
formation that Sir R. K. Porter, the Bri- 
tish resident at Caraceas, in South America, 
who first introduced the knowledge of the 
guaco plant (a nondescript species of miks- 
nia), with some of its seeds and extracts 
into this country, has liberally shipped off 
a large quantity of the plant from South 
Amerioa, entirely at hia own expense, for 
England, so prepared as to enable oar 
medical men to give full experiment to its 
alleged virtue as an antidote to the poison of 
venomous reptiles, and as a preventive or 
cure of that, terrific malady-*— the hydro- 
phobia.” 
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TREATMENT OF A SERIOUS WOUND BY 
“ WATER DRESSING.'* 

Corporal Tann, of the 64th regiment, 
white doing duty in a country town; acci- 
dentally discharged a musket loaded with 
large shot “ through his left hand ;** a large 
hole was made quite through the palm, the 
integuments were much lacerated, scorched, 
and thickly studded with grains of guu- 
powder. Many small vessels aud nerves 
were divided, and several splinters shot 
from the metacarpal bones of the index and 
middle fingers. The treatment consisted in 
removing the loose fragments of bone, after 
which it was found necessary to tie one or 
two bleeding vessels. The wound was 
carefully sponged with cold water ; the 
ragged edges pared, and brought toge- 
ther by sutures, end a few strips of ad- 
hesive plaster ; the fingers were kept ex- 
tended by a piece of moistened pasteboard, 
and the hand was covered with pledgets of 
lint kept constantly wet with cold water. 
This treatment being continued for three 
weeks, the patient was able to leave his 
bed, and at the end of five weeks the injury 
was so well repaired, that a slight depres- 
sion only was observable ; he was afterwards 
enabled to do duty in Dublin. It was re- 
markable that iu this case, the prognosis of 
which must have been most unfavourable, 
the slightest constitutional disturbance never 
occurred ; the only medicine administered 
was an occasional purgative. Surely a less 
serious accident, uuder other treatment, has 
often caused the loss of a limb — aye, even 
of life. p 

Dublin, Dec. 1830. 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 

The work on Medical Botany, by Dr. 
Stephenson and Mr. Churchill, which has 
been publishing in monthly parts during the 
last four years, is now completed with the 
48th number, forming four handsome royal 
octavo volumes, price about 8/. 85. There 
are altogether nearly a hundred and fifty 
plates, presenting very faithful and cor- 
rectly-coloured delineations of the medicinal 
plants of the London, Dublin, and Edin- 
burgh Pharmacopoeias, with those lately 
introduced into medical practice. The de- 
sciiptions are written by gentlemen well 
qualified for the task, and although we 
cannot say that we think the publication 
is a cheap one, yet to those members of 
the profession who are in want of a good 
work of this kind, we cordially recom- 
mend it as an excellent library of our medi- 
cinal plants. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 

The Beadles*, Headboroughs* and Consta- 
bles* Guide, as to their Duty in respect to. 
Coroners.* Inquests. By Thomas Bell, clerk 
to Thomas Stirling, Esq. London : Shaw 
and Sons. 1831. 

Observations on Mental Derangement: 
being an application of the Principles of 
Phrenology to the elucidation of the Causes, 
Symptoms, Nature,' aud Treatment, of In- 
sanity. By Andrew Conihe, JV1 . 0. Edin- 
burgh; J. Anderson. London.; Longman. 
1831. post 8vo. pp. 392. 

Lecture Introductory to the Course of 
General Anatomy, delivered in the Uni- 
versity of London on Wednesday, Oct. 6, 
J830. By James R. Bennett, A.B., one of 
the professors of anatomy. London. Taylor. 
1830. pp. 23. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

j There are, we understand, besides the 
Bat Club, several medical associations 
I now in existence in London, — one of which 
is called the St. Alban's Club. We are 
anxious to communicate to the professHMY 
some account of the principles upon which 
these associations were founded, and the 
names of the members by whom they are. at 
present supported. Particulars, therefore, 
on any of these points, will be thankfully 
acknowledged in this place. 

P. L. O. U. A master is not liable, un- 
less the medical practitioner attended by 
his orders. 

The Surgical Prize of the Aldersgato 
Street School was awarded on the 7th inati 
to Mr. W. J. G. Wilson, of Greenhithe. 

The work on Botany, forwarded to us front 
Dulwich, was received and will be noticed. 

The letter beginning “ Dear Smale,** and 
dated from Red Lion Square, is not caleu- 
lated for publication. 

The cases by “ the late surgeon of the 
Waterloo,*’ one of which has been forwarded 
and others promised, must be authenticated 
before they can be inserte d. 

The “ privilege ** to winch our corre- 
spondent Homo Fortis refers, is not cus« 
tomary. 

The communication on the subject of Sir 
Gilbert Blane’s gold medal, which was sent 
under a 'frank, has’ been received, and will 
be inserted next week. 

The case to which Mr . Knowles refer* 
shall certainly appear next week. 

We stated our intention, a short time 
since, not to receive any letters for the fu- 
ture, the postage of which was not paid«s 
and this notice we are compelled to repent* 
in consequence of the very heavy and urn- 
fair expense to which we are so fre- 
quently put, . . 
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MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE* 

PRACTICAL COMMENTARIES ON 

DR. CHRISTISQN’S PROCESSES 

FOR 

DETECTING POISONS. 

, Arsenic — (concluded). 

In our last article we dwelt at sufficient 
length on the chemical properties of the 
metal arsenic and its combinations ; we 
pointed out the manner in which a know- 
ledge of these might be applied to the re- 
cognition of the nature of any white powder 
suspected to he araenious aqid, and which 
by the simple mechanical process of agita- 
tion and subsidence might hare been collect- 
ed from vomited matter, or the contents of 
the alimentary, canal. We now propose to 
investigate the method by which Dr, Cbris- 
tinon proceeds to the examination oft these 
substances, when arsaaioua acid cannot 
be separated mechanically, but when it 
either remains in solution in tbe mixed fluid, 
or is intimately mingled* whether cbemicqlly 
or mechanically, with the solid and compli* 
cated ingredients of the contents of the ali- 
mentary canal. We must again remipd our 
readers, that Dr. Christison’s directions ap- 
pertain to the aipeqious acid alone, and do 
not comprehend any of the other arsenical 
ppisons* such as the Scheele'a green, the ar- 
sensatea, or the sulphurets. To the arse- 
njoueaciri, therefore, we are at present re- 
stricted ; but before we conclude this notice, 
wo, shall, avail ourselves of the occasion to 
inquire. Whether a more generic process may 
not be devised, which would, comprehend 
all these individuals in the Evidence of one 
sdries of experiments. The various fallacies 
too, to which the demonstrations afforded by 
No. 380. 1 


the several individual reagents are exposed, 
shall also be examined with adequate atten- 
tion. We shall also have to notice cursorily, 
some insignificant processes devised by Dr. 
A. T. Thomson, Professor Orfila, and others, 
and to remark, at greater length* on th® 
very superior method which Eerzelius em- 
ploys. 

The first step in Dr. Chfistison's process 
he thus describes 

u The first step of tbe process for detect- 
ing arsenic in organic fluids is to procure a 
transparent solution. For this end itis suffi- 
cient to boil the suspected material for half 
an hour, distilled water being previously 
added if necessary, and any solid matters 
being cut into srCall pieces. The arsenic is 
thus entirely taken up, even from the con- 
tents and tissues of the stomach : I have 
proved elsewhere that none is left behind 
when'they are cut into small shreds and well 
boiled. The coarser solid particles being 
then separated by a gauze filter, the fluid is 
to be filtered through paper. In the cas® 
of the contents or tissue of the stomach, tha 
filtration is slow, occupying at least thirty-, 
six hours. If greater despatch is necessary^ 
it is useful boil with it a little caustic 
potass previous to filtering through paper.** 

Any arsenious acid which may have beet* 
present, in tbe more solid contents of the 
stomach is how brought into a mixed solu- 
tion, which we may presume to contain also- 
various animal and vegetable principles, 
such as albumen, mucqs, tanpin, or case um. 
To separate the arsenious acid from thi* 
heterogeneous admixture, it is necessary to, 
cause it to form some of its insoluble com- 
binations, such as with silver, copper, lime, 
or sulphur, from any of which the metal 
itself may be subsequently disengaged. Of 
these Dr. Cbristispn prefers to .procure the! 
last, which he obtains by passing sulphuret- » 
ted hydrogen through tbe suspected solu- 
tion, previously prepared, in a manner .wo 
shall presently describe. Before doing so, 
NN * 


Digitized by v^ooQle 


54 6 


DR. CHRISTISON’S PROCESSES. 


however, it is necessary to state briefly what 
was the usual mode of' proceeding adopted 
by experimentalists, before Dr. Christison 
examined and elucidated the subject. 

Before that addition bad bfeen contributed 
to the information of the British touicolo- 
gist, we almost invariably found the analyst 
applying to this impure and highly animal- 
ized solution, the nitrate of silver, or the 
sulphate of copper, and other reagents un- 
necessary to be mentioned. A solution of the 
anlphuret of potash was also occasionally em- 
ployed. The history of criminal trials has 
also further shown, that if any one of these 
produced a coloured precipitate similar to 
that which it wosld cause In a pure solution 
Of araenioue acid, the examiner remained 
satisfied, and very rarely even took the ad- 
ditional trouble of applying more than one 
of the “ teats ” to the sospeettd solution* 

Dr. Christison, however, investigated the 
subject at length, in a manner whieh has 
oonferred the moat signal benefit not only 
on his profession, but on the public at large. 
He showed that if nitrate of silver were ap- 
plied to a solution containing nothing but 
animal matter, a similar yellowish preci- 
pitate might be occasioned to that which 
areenioue acid would produce. He fur- 
ther proved, that a similar effect followed 
tiie use of the sulphate of copper. Be- 
fore Dr. Christisen’s experiments, it was in- 
deed known that the phosphates caused ayel- 
iow precipitate with nitrate of silver, and the 
carbonates a greenish one with sulphate of 
copper ; it was also known, that both these 
salts were liable to be present in the alimen- 
tary canal ; hut the practical lesson suggested 
by these facts was neglected in the majo- 
rity of eases, and evidence was given on 
sueh vague and reekless data, that it still 
remains a matter of doubt, whether in this 
country more culprits convicted of poison- 
ing have fallen by the hands of justice, 
than by the ignorance of the s&i-cRsant 
chemist. That the reader may convince 
himself of the truth of this observa- 
tion, he need only mix a grain or two 
of phosphate and oarbonate of soda with 
broth, and then apply to separate portions 
the nitrate of silver and the sulphatb of 
copper, when he will have from the first a 
yellow, from the second a greenish deposi- 
tion. Let him alto add a little of the solu- 
tion of the sulphuret of potash, and in a few 


minutes he will have a yellow precipitate* 
No arsenic is present, yet from these data 
a few years since, its detection would have 
been sworn to without the slightest hesi- 
tation.* * 

Besides these facts, which constitute in- 
superable objections to the mode of analysis 
by the liquid re-agents, it is further neces- 
sary to remark, that animal fluids, more 
especially the contents of the human sto- 
mach, invariably contain the muriate of 
sods, which causes, with the nitrate of sil- 
ver, so abundant a white precipitate, that it 
might completely obscure the presence of 
the yellow arsenite of silver, though actu- 
ally formed. Another difficulty also arises 
from the colour of many animal or vegetable 
mixtures, such as porter, wine, various 
medicines, &c., by which the action of the 
tests would be altogether rendered inde- 
cisive. It is unnecessary to proceed fur- 
ther on the subject of fallacies arising from 
animal or mineral admixture. 

We shall proceed, therefore, to the con- 
tinuation ef Dr. Christison** method ; it is 
needless to quote bis own words, as per- 
haps they admit of a desirable condensation, 
and an arrangement more convenient to our 
present inquiry. 

Hie object is, In the fimt place, to procure 
a sulpburet of arsenic; tbis he accom- 
plishes by transmitting sulphuretted hydro- 
gen through the solution. A double pre- 
caution, however, is necessary ; in the first 
place the sulphuret ef arsenic is exceed- 
ingly soluble in alkalies, and the flnidn of 
the Stomach are not uufrequentiy alkaline; 
secondly, the sulpburet of arsenic is very 
apt, when precipitated, to bring down with- 
j it considerable quantities of solidified ani- 
mal matter. Which, in the subsequent re- 
duction of the sulpburet to the metallic 
state, would be a source of great inconveni- 
ence and probable failure. Both these dis- 
advantages Dr. Christison proposes to coun- 
teract by the use of acetie acid, by whieh, 
when added in moderate excess to the 
Buspected liquid, various animal principles, 
such as albumen and caseum are, at tho 
same time, coagulated and thrown down, 
and any alkali is completely neutralised* 
Filtration is now to be performed, which, 

* The testimony of Dr. Neale, on the celebrated, 
rase of Mrs. Elizabeth Downing, forms a creditable 
Exception to this general imputation. 
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after the addition of the acetic acid, tikes 
place with sufficient rapidity. The filtered 
fluid is next to be submitted for a quarter of 
an hour to a current of sulphuretted hydro- 
gen gas, when, if arsenious acid be present 
in a moderate proportion, a lemon yellow- 
coloured precipitate is thrown down, or if 
the quantity be very rainote, it is occasion- 
ally suspended in the fluid ; in either case 
it is necessary to boil the fluid, in order to 
expel any excess of sulphuretted hydrogen, 
which would otherwise retain' the snlphuret 
of arsenic in solution. The method of ob- 
taining the precipitate which the author 
recommends, — filtration through paper,— we 
cannot approve ; on the contrary, we would 
prefer the mode of collecting and drying with 
a watch-crystal, which we have already so 
frequently advised. 

. The advantages of this process are very 
gTeat. In point of delicacy, the sulphu- 
retted hydrogen acts on the oxide in one 
hundred thousand parts of water. Further, 
it does not ocoasion jn animal solutions any 
precipitate of the same colour ; and though, 
in mineralized fluids containing a mineral 
*cid in excess, it will cause by itself a pale 
yellow deposition of sulphur, yet this acci- 
dent may be effectually provided against, 
by first ascertaining with litmus or turmeric 
paper, whether the fluid be acid ; and if so, 
by adding a little caustic potassa till turmeric 
paper is reddened, and then re-acidulating 
With acetic acid. 

The sulphuretted hydrogen will occasion in 
solutions of cadmium selenium, or the per- 
salts pf tin, a precipitate of a yellow colour. 
These salts, however, are exceedingly rare ; 
and, moreover, the ultimate object of pro- 
curing the sulphuret being the reduction of 
the metal, these similar sulphurets consti- 
tute no fallacy whatever. A great deal of 
trash has been talked and written, about the 
similar precipitate said to be caosed by sul- 
phuretted hydrogen in solotions of antimony, 
say of tartar emetic. It happens, however, 
that the sulphuret of antimony is orange 
red , and the sulphuret of arsenic is lemon 
yellow ; and any one who can distinguish 
the two fruits will have little difficulty 
in ascertaining the nature of the precipitate 
in question. 

In a great majority of cases, these mani- 
pulations are amply sufficient for obtaining 
a pure sulphuret of arsenic free from animal 
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matter« which is of the utmost consequence. 
The sulpboret is next to be mixed with a 
little recently -ignited charcoal and carbonate 
of soda, and reduced in a tube in the manner 
already described. 

A* far as arsenious acid is concerned, this 
process is only liable to one difficulty, which* 
with a mode of remedy, Dr. Christiaan thus 
describes* 

“ Animal matter in solution is very apt to 
be thrown down along with the sulphuret j 
and a very small quantity of animal empy- 
reuma will render the reduction precarious! 
—The removal of animal matter may some- 
times be sufficiently accomplished by acetio 
acid alone, which coagulates some animal 
principles, such as casein. In order to 
ascertain whether, after this addition, the 
fluid is ready for the sulphuretted hydrogen, 
neutralize it with ammonia or potass, and 
test a small portion with ammeniacal ni- 
trate* of silver as a trial-test. If it gives « 
characteristic precipitate, the oxide is pretty 
abundant, the fluid is free enough of animal 
matter, and the process for converting the 
arsenic into sulphuret may be proceeded 
with. If the silver test does not act charac- 
teristically, another step will be required 
for removing the animal matter. — The sim- 
plest and most effectual way of accomplish- 
ing this is to throw the animal matter down 
with the nitrate of silver. The fluid being 
first rendered neutral (by means of potass 
or acetic acid, according to circumstances), 
or feebly alkaline, it is then to be faintly 
acidulated with hydrochloric acid ; itisuext 
to be precipitated with an excess of nitrate 
of silver ; the excess of silver is then to bo 
thrown down by a slight excess of muriate 
of soda ; and the fluid id finally to be filtered. 
A short socount of the reasons for these 
manipulations may be useful to the learner. 
The fluid, before the addition of nitrate of 
silver, must not be alkaline, otherwise the 
arsenic is apt to be thrown down in the 


I * The ammontacal nitrate 6f silver ws» originally 
j recommended by Mr. Hume of Long Acre, and Dr. 
Marcet, as a reagent for detecting minute quantities 
of arsenious acid. It is prepared by precipitating 
the oxide of silver from a solution of the nitrate of 
silver by the addition of ammonia, and then re- 
dissolving the precipitate by the addition of more 
ammonia. Care should be taken not to add more 
ammonia than is barely necessary to redissolve the 
precipitate. In pure solutions this reagent answers 
very well, as it contains just enongh of alkali to 
form a neutral salt with arseaious acid, and enable 
it to decompose the nitrate of silver j but in pnimal 
mixtures we entirely agree with Dr. Christisotx 
when he declares (p. 194), “ that it is no use what- 
ever in a moderately diluted solution ol the oxide of 
arsenic ; if vegetable or animal matter be present, 
either the colour of the precipitate is essentially 
altered, or no precipitate is formed at all, the organic 
principles in the solution having a solvent power 
over it.” It is useful however as a trial test, because 
the phosphate of silver is not precipitated by it, aud 
the arsemte is. 

N N 2 
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form of arsenite of silver. It may be well 
enough to render the fluid quite neutral ; 
but it is much easier to acidulate faintly 
with hydrochloric acid, and it is equally 
correct, for the excess of hydrochloric acid 
is thrown down by the nitrate of silver. By 
observing these directions a fluid will be 
procured, which filters rapidly, and is either 
colourless or nearly so.** 

In the hands of a practised and accom- 
plished chemist, such as Dr. Christison, there 
is no doubt that the complicated process just 
quoted will be entirely successful, but if the 
experimentalist be of an opposite character, 
unaccustomed to manipulation of this kind, 
and perhaps not over-fraught with theoreti- 
cal acquirement, the chance, nay the cer- 
tainty, is, that amidst these multifarious neu- 
tralizations and testings, and additions of 
acid after alkali, and alkali after acid, the 
araenious acid will be precipitated with- 
out his knowledge, and lost altogether. We 
have over and over again witnessed this 
occurrence ; we have known students, by no 
means devoid of chemical skill (who, for 
example, had prepared morphia successfully 
but one day before), fail entirely in follow- 
ing the elaborate directions just quoted. A 
distinction, therefore, requires to be drawn 
in our opinion of the process. In the hands 
of such a master as Dr. Christison it will 
succeed, but the inexperienced analyst will 
as certainly fail in the attempt. 

On this accoud^we believe that the indi- 
cations of the trial-test of the ommoniaco- 
nitrate of silver are of great importance. If 
it show a decidedly yellow precipitate, the 
objectionable process just alluded to is not 
required. If it do not, another method 
becomes absolutely necessary for the tyro in 
analysis. We believe we can suggest a 
mode by which this desideratum can be ob- 
tained* but we must reserve it until we no- 
tice some other processes which require 
attention. 

Professor Orfila some years since pro- 
posed to decolorise suspected solutions with 
chlorine, and he then believed the liquid 
tests would act characteristically. In this, 
he was completely mistaken, for, as Dr. 
Venables of Chelmsford some lime since 
explained, chlorine converts any arsenious 
acid into arsenic acid, and consequently the 
reagents suitable to the farmer can be no 
longer made use of. 

Dr. Venables avails himself of this fact, 


and after transmitting chlorine applies the 
nitrate of silver, which causes a brick-red 
precipitate, the arseniate of silver. It is 
much to be regretted that this precipitate 
is even more apt than the sulphuret to asso- 
ciate itself with solid animal matter as it 
falls down, otherwise its simplicity would 
have been strongly in its favour. 

We have next to notice two processes 
which form a strange and striking example 
of the truth of our observations in the first 
article respecting the trifling degree of re- 
spect which should be paid to “ authointies ’* 
on this subject. The first process was re- 
commended by Mr. Phillips, the second by 
Dr. A. T. Thomson, professor of materia 
medica, and joint lecturer on medical juris- 
prudence in the University of London. The 
former of these gentlemen proposed to de- 
colorise suspected solutions by digestion 
with animal charcoal , and then that the 
liquid reagents should be applied to the solu- 
tion. The latter, Dr. A. T. Thomson, acting 
on the property that animal charcoal pos- 
sesses of absorbing some salts from their 
solutions, recommends that that substance 
be digested with the suspected fluid ; and he 
asserts that the arsenious acid will thus be 
removed from the solution , and may be de- 
tected by heating the dried char coal , which 
will evolve a garlic odour ! This method 
he declares will detect arsenic in any solu- 
tion capable of acting as a poison. 

The only comment we shall offer oil these 
extraordinary specimens of medico-legal 
analysis, is to observe, that though Mr. 
Phillips is correct when he observes, that 
the solution will he decolorised, he is en- 
tirely wrong when he believes that the 
liquid reagents are preferable to the reduc- 
tion process. As for Dr. A. T. Thomson, 
we cannot express ourselves more appropri- 
ately than in the words of Dr. Duncan, of 
Edinburgh, who thus writes, speaking of 
the preceding curious process in his Supple- 
ment to the New Edinburgh Dispensatory, 
page 29 : “ No person at all acquainted with 
juridical medicine, would rest satisfied with 
such a mode of examining liquids suspected 
to contain arsenic, nor indeed would be 
have recourse to it as a corroborative testi- 
mony, as without other evidence it would 
prove nothing, and by other evidence, cer- 
tainty is more easily obtained.” With this 
opinion we entirely coincide, and there does 
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not exist an individual better competent to 
advance an opinion on the subject, than the 
Edinburgh professor. To a method recom- 
mended by Dr. Palis, Dr. Christison thus 
alludes 

“ Dr. Paris has proposed to throw down 
the whole arsenic by the ammoniacal nitrate 
of silver, and to reduce the precipitate iu a 
tube. To this proposal two weighty objec- 
tions exist. The arsenite of silver often re- 
mains in solution ; and it is thrown down 
along with so much vegetable or animal 
matter, that the reduction of the precipitate 
is very precarious.’* 

The next process is one of great import- 
ance ; we quote it as described byDr.Chris- 
tison, with his observations : — 

“ f he next process to be mentioned is by 
far the best of those now under considers- 1 
tion, but it has no advantage in point of de- | 
licacy or certainty over that which I have 
adopted, and is much more complicated. It 
was proposed by Berzelius in his Arsbevra- 
telse for 1825, as a modification and im- 
provement upon the one published by me in 
1824; to which, as formerly observed, he 
objects that the sulphuret is not at all de- 
composed during the reduction. The sus- 
pected substance is boiled in potass, and the 
solution is then neutralized with hydro- 
chloric acid, treated with a stream of sul- 
phuretted hydrogen, boiled and evaporated 
till the precipitate subsides. The precipi- 
tate is then collected, dried, mixed with ni- 
tre in large proportion, and deflagrated in a 
tube. Ihe. product is next dissolved in an 
excess of lime water, and the arseniate of 
lime so formed is collected and reduced with 
charcoal. The inconveniences of this pro- 
cess are the following. The whole buI- 
phuret is not always separated from the so- 
lution, because animal matter, as formerly 
noticed, possesses a solvent or suspending 
power over it The deflagration of the sul- 
phuret, although, m Berzelius mentions, it 
takes place without flame when the propor- 
tion of nitre is large, I have found to be a 
precarious operation in the hands of the un- 
practised, who should never lose sight of, at 
least in Britain, where nineteen -twentieths 
of medico -legal analyzers are of this descrip- 
tion The arseniate of lime is partly re- 
tained in solution and washed off the filter • 
for it is by no means insoluble As for- 
merly mentioned, the whole of the arsenio 
in the arseniate of lime is not sublimed, hut 
only about one-third of it, even with the 
full red-heat of the blowpipe.” 

With Dr. Christison’s objections here we 
fully agree, with the exception of that part 
which relates to the difficulty of the defla- 


gration. We believe, ho^eyer, that this 


difficulty may be easily obviated, and that 
by a slight modification, the idea of the 
process may be made use of for the construc- 
tion of a method by which all the inconve- 
nience detailed in our notice of Dr. Christi- 
son's treatment of the animal fluid may be 
completely avoided. As to the mode of de- 
flagrating the sulphuret, it will be found 
that it can be accomplished with perfect 
facility and success in the following manner : 
About a scruple of powdered nitre should be 
melted by the heat of a spirit-lamp in a 
green glass tube about six inches long and 
half an inch in diameter ; the impure sul- 
phuret of arsenic should then be dropped 
into it in minute particles, one by one ; in 
this manner the decomposition of the or- 
ganic matter usually takes place without 
flame, or at most with minute scintillations, 
and the sulphuret of arsenic is converted 
into the sulphate and arseniate of potash ^ 
the tube should then be allowed to cool, and 
boiling water added to dissolve the saline 
mass ; the solution should then be filtered. 
Instead of lime water, we would now add 
the nitrate of silver, which causes a brown 
red precipitate of the arseniate and sulphate 
of silver, which is exceedingly insoluble in 
water. Finally, this precipitate should be 
dried, mixed with recently ignited charcoal, 
and reduced in a tube. 

We feel confident that this method will 
succeed in inexperienced hands in many 
instances in which the complex precipita- 
tions of animal matter by the nitrate of 
silver, would frustrate the analyser’s expec- 
tations. 

Such are the several modes of proceeding 
in our search for arsenious acid. As we 
before observed, however, there are many 
other arsenical poisons which would elude 
this mode of analysis : we may particularize 
the arsenite of copper (Scheele’s green), 
and the yellow sulphuret of arsenic, orpi- 
ment : or King’s yellow. The two last, be- 
ing entirely insoluble in water, remain un- 
dissolved in the solid contents of the sto- 
mach ; it will 'he recollected also, that the 
arsenious acid, on the one hand, is liable to 
be converted into the yellow sulphuret by 
sulphuretted hydrogen in the stomach and 
alimentary canal ; and, on the other, that 
the orpiment of the shops almost invariably 
oontains the arsenious acid. 

After the filing and filtering, therefore. 
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which constitute the first step in Dr. Chris- 
ti son’s process for the arsenious acid, the 
Solid matter should again be collected, in- 
troduced into a stoppered phial, and some 
weak ammonia added, which will take up 
either orpimentor Scheele’s green. After a 
few hours the mixture should he filtered, 
and acetic acid added to the fluid which 
passes through, when, if it contain the 
arsenite of copper, a green precipitate is 
slowly formed ; if it contains the 6ulphuret 
of arsenic, a yellow precipitate is soon de- 
posited. If the precipitate be green, we 
bare to seek for two metals in it, arsenic and 
copper. The first is recognised easily, by 
mixing the powder with charcoal and dried 
carbonate of soda, and heating it to redness 
in a tube, when the metal is reduced and 
sablimed, leaving behind it the copper, 
which may be detected by dissolving the 
residuum in dilute nitric acid, evaporating 
to dryness, mixing the dried mass with an 
equal quantity of borax, and acting on it 
with the blowpipe on charcoal. In the ex- 
terior flame, it forms a globule of beautiful 
green glass, which in the interior flame is 
boated with metallic copper, though the 
quantity be not more than the 500th part of 
One grain, for directions on the use of the 
blow«pipe, see the article on lead. 

If the deposition from the alkaline Solu- 
tion he yellow, it should be reduced in the 
manner already detailed, which it is super- 
fluous now to repeat. It is here, however, 
necessary to redissolve the residuum in the 
tube, in water, and add a drop or two of a 
solution of the acetate of lead, which be- 
comes blackened, both experiments indicat- 
ing that the yellow precipitate is the sul- 
phubet of arsenic. 

The arsenical poison may also have been 
the arseniate of potash. Orfila has besides 
very recently asserted, that the arsenious 
acid is liable to be converted into the arse- 
niate of ammonia, when the body in which 
it is contained has long been exposed to 
decay. A portion of the fluid prepared with 
acetic acid, according to Dr. Christison’s 
plan, should, therefore, before the trans- 
mission of sulphuretted by drogen,be touched 
with nitrate of silver, which in any solution 
will show the presence of the arseniate. 
Should a brown precipitate occur, it is to 
be collected for reduction with charcoal. 
The remark, however, applied to Dr. Ve- 


nables’ proposal, must be remembered here. 
Great difficulty, arising from empyreuma, 
will occur in the reduction ; a difficulty 
which, as yet, we have not been able to 
overcome. 

How far the additional step of examining 
the solids is actually necessary in this coun- 
try, it may be difficult to determine. Dr. 
Duncan has seen one case of poisoning by 
Scheele's green, which he defected in pills, 
and a second of poisoning by orpiment t 
which had been mixed with tea. At any 
rate the additional experiment turns the 
solid substances to account, which in Dr. 
Cfcriatibon’s analysis are altogether neg- 
lected. 

It may, perhaps, seem singular, that we 
have not yet alluded to the old experiment 
of the formation of a white alloy, by heating 
a suspected white powder in contact with 
copper; that we have not dwelt on th^ dif- 
ference in appearance between the phosphate 
and arseniate of silver ; and th$t we have not 
expatiated on the diagnostic powers of the 
garlic smell. We have not space, how- 
ever, to bestow on these obsolete minutiae. 
One sentence suffices for their consideration ; 
they should either he banished altogether 
from the memory of the experimentalist, or 
else remembered, like the pathology ofGalen^ 
for their absurdity alone. 

To conclude ; we may notice an extraor- 
dinary fact recently announced in the conti- 
nental journals, namely, the detection of 
large quantities of arsenic in common salt, 
brought to Paris from Sezanne, department 
of Marne. In some parcels, from the use of 
which dangerous symptoms had 
MAX. Latour do Trie and Lefrancois de. 
tected £ grn. of arsenious acid in each 
ounce of salt. The source of the contami- 
nation has not been revealed, but the circum- 
stance is, we believe, under investigation, 
and we shall not fail to communicate the 
result of the inquiry. 

We have before us Orfila’s lately pub- 
lished treatise on judicial exhumations, 
made for the purpose of detecting poisons 
at long or short intervals after death, We 
delay publishing' any extracts from it, for a 
short time, as the work, amidst a variety of 
highly important information, contains some 
erroneous views, which it is our purpose to 
point out and endeavour to correct. 
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CLINICAL LECTURE 

DELIVERED BY * 
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IMPETIGO. 

On Thursday week. Gentlemen, eight 
patieots were admitted into the hospital 
under my care, five of them women and 
three men. Among the women was a case 
of impetigo of the hands, which was ren- 
dered particularly interesting from the re- 
semblauce it bore at first sight to pustular 
itch ; this was so great, that auy person who 
had seen only two or three cases of the latter 
affection would, I am satisfied, have con- 
cluded that it was of the same nature. 
The bauds were both rather swollen, but 
particularly owe of them — very hot, and 
covered with scabs, in a state of discharge, 
and there were a few pustules here and 
there. The case, however, differed from 
that which you saw a few weeks ago in 
Williams Ward, in the circumstance that 
this was confined to the bands, whereas in 
the case of pustular itcb the feet and bands 
were both affected, as were also some parts 
ef the body ; in the next place there was 
heat, burning, and smarting, rather than 
itching ; in the third plaee, although there 
were a few large pustules— a few phlyxaoia — 
the chief part of them were of that kind 
which is called psydracium *, not large, fiat, 
full, circular, pustules, with hard, inflamed, 
and elevated bases, which I stated to be 
the qualities of phlyzacia. In this case the 
base was not elevated, and the pustules 
themselves were not elevated, but flat, and 
by no means full. Two or three of the pus- 
tules certainly exhibited very much of a 
phlyzacioua character, but the great mass of 
them was psydracious — that description 
which occurs in impetigo. In the next 
plaoe, I observed none of the vesicles which 
occur in itch. In the other case, besides 
the pustules of the- ordinary pblyzacious cha- 
racter, and its being attended by great itch- 
ing, there were a large number of minute 
vesicles, many of them with merely watery 
heads ; many of them too had lost their 
heads, and had become slight elevations 
with black summits, such as you see in com- 
mon itch; in other words, there was com- 
mon itch united with pustular itch, which' 
is generally the case when the affection 
assumes the pustular form. In the present 
instance, however, there was nothing of this 


I kind ; the root of each thumb was dear, as 
were also the wrists, and therefore I had no 
hesitation in pronouncing the disease to b# 
impetigo. In itch you almost always see 
the true little itching vesicles (many with 
black summits), at the roots of the tbumbs 9 
and on the wrists. Itch, too, is rarely con* 
fined to the hands ; the feet, ancles, axillae, 
and breast, at least, also suffer in most cases $ 
and had the characters of the eruption not 
decided the point in my mind, all difficulty 
must have vanished when I heard her say 
that no one with whom she lived had cauglit 
the disease ; that she had experienced it 
before ; and that for many years, when 
younger, she had been plagued with an erup* 
tion on the head, and nothing more. In th# 
former case I employed sulphur ointment 
immediately, but in this instance I did no* 
thing of the kind. I bled the patient in the 
arm, and the blood proved very huffy . I 
applied cold water to the parts, and sprinkled 
them with oxyde of zinc. The patient at 
once improved, and is now mending very 
rapidly. 

LEPRA. 

Another case was one of lepreu It Was k 
very fine specimen of lepra in ayoung w** 
man, and had only occurred abeut five 
weeks. Some of the patches were very 
large— of the size of half-a-crown ; they 
were all circular or oval, and the largest of 
them occurred chiefly on the extremities. I 
found, that, in her case, there Ware drown* 

ness, heaviness, pain of the hoadi and giddi* 

nest. She has been bled . twice, and fiads 
herself considerably better. No medicine 
has yet been given to lier, ae I intend to 
observe the effect of bleeding, at these are 
decided phlogistic symptoms about the bead. 
The blood was not buffed, but notwithstand- 
ing that, the inflammatory symptoms about 
the head were quite sufficient to indioale the 
necessity of a loss of blood. 


bronchitis. 

A case of bronchitis also was admitted, 
characterised by sonorous rattle iff va- 
rious parta of the chest. There Was merely 
soreness of the chest, without farther painfc 
and there was, likewise, rapid respiration * 
the patient got well simply by bleeding • 
the case was not so seVere as to ejtcite any 
apprehensions of danger, Or induce me td 
give her mercury. I bled her twice, andi 
put her on low diet, and she is already 
well ; the blood was buffed. 


EPILEPSY.— PRACTICE OF MASTURBATION. 

Among the men, the first was a case of 
epilepsy j it occurred in William’s Ward, i* 
a young man aetat. 24. I ihink of all the 
diseases of the nervous system that we base 
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to treat, in wlncb sense or motion is dis- 
turbed, epilepsy, next to paralysis, is the 
most common ; it is infinitely more common 
than shaking palsy, St. Vitus’s dance, teta- 
nus, insanity, or chronic hysteria. It occurs 
much more frequently in males than in fe- 
males, while St. Vitus’s dance occurs more 
frequently in females, and it occurs particu- 
larly in young persons ; whereas palsy, the 
other disease, which equals or surpasses it 
in frequency, occurs chiefly in middle-aged 
and old persons. You will always find a 
number of patients in the hospital labouring 
under the disease ; indeed, we might fill 
many wards with them ; there are several 
fcases now in the house illustrating the dis- 
ease exceedingly well. There is a case in 
William’s Ward, which I admitted some 
time ago, of a young man in whom the dis- 
ease appeared to arise from violent muscular 
efforts. I have several times seen the dis- 
ease take place after violent muscular efforts, 
which drove the blood violently to the head, 
and likewise prevented its return. Violent 
muscular efforts are proved, by experiment, 
both to drive the brood more forcibly along the 
arteries, and to impede its return into the heart 
by the veins. From both these circumstances 
an accumulation of blood takes place in 
various parts of the body, and some persons 
suspect that one use of the spleen is to fur- 
nish a diverticulum for it, to receive an ac- 
cumulation of blood when all parts do not 
thus admit of their usual supply, thus pre- 
venting the blood from accumulating in parts 
where an excess might be dangerous. I 
believe that Dr. Rush, of America, first 
proposed this theory ; it is certainly true 
that the spleen is a very quiet organ in 
the economy, and will distend, under a 
dilating force, to a considerable sine. 
However this may be, the accumulation 
of blood in the bead from muscular efforts, 
Is one cause of epilepsy, and was the prin- 
cipal cause in the present case, though 
perhaps the disease likewise arose, in some 
measure, from the practice of masturbation. 
It is said by writers, that this practice has 
fc tendency to produce the disease, and, if 
so, it is very probable that the predisposi- 
tion might thus have been acquired by the 
lad, and that the muscular effort was only 
the exciting cause. Whether this be true 
or not, the patient confessed that he had 
been addicted to the vice. He complained 
of nocturnal pollutions, and when a person 
complains of these to any great extent, you 
will generally find that he has been addicted 
to this vice. Of course all persons, even 
those who are perfectly chaste, are liable to 
this effect at intervals ; but when an indivi- 
dual has them to great excess, and not from 
a debilitated state of body induced by other 
causes, you will generally find that the prac- 
tice has produced a morbid irritability of the 


parts, and a habit of inordinate secretion. 
This case illustrates a fact which you will 
frequently observe in epilepsy and other 
diseases of the nervous system, namely, that 
it is united with other nervous diseases. 
What we call nervous diseases , are really so 
many symptoms of certain affections of the 
nervous structure. A little increase of the 
intensity of the affection, or a little exten- 
sion from one part of the nervous system to 
another, or the occurrence of it in soma 
other parts of the nervous mass, will produce 
different symptoms ; so that if chronic in- 
flammation, or organic change, affect two or 
three parts of it, you will have two or three 
nervous diseases. 

Now this instance of epilepsy is attended 
with hypochondriasis. The patient is only 
two or three and twenty years of age, and 
yet he is iu a state of complete hypochon- 
driasis. It is quite amusing to hear him 
talk, and he has sometimes really frighteoed 
the sister of the ward. He imagines that he 
is going to die ; he says that he cannot get 
out of bed ; that if he attempts to stand, bis 
knees go from under him; and when he 
comes down stairs he -creeps along. He says 
at one time that he has dreadful suffering 
from a tingling of the scrotum ; at another 
time he has dreadful suffering from twitches 
about the ankles; and at another time he 
suffers dreadfully from a quivering of the 
lips. If you ask him seriously, and in such 
a manner that he does not suppose you are 
laughing at him, whether his finger aches, 
he says seriously, “ Yes.” He has no fixed 
fancy in his mind, hut is in continual ap- 
prehension. He speaks so gently that you 
can scarcely hear him, mopes all day in a 
corner, and informed me with a very piteous 
look, at the last visit, that, for the first time 
these three weeks, he had almost had a noc- 
turnal pollution, having awakened only just 
in time to prevent it. You cannot make an 
inquiry respecting any part of the body, 
without finding that some sensation or other 
exists there, which is a source of great 
anxiety to him. I have no doubt that these 
symptoms arise from some part of bis brain 
being affected ; and as the affection which 
has produced the epileptic symptoms has 
yielded to repeated local bleeding, the other 
affection is also probably inflammatory, and 
I shall persevere with the same measure to 
reduce that also. 

The case of epilepsy which was admitted 
on Thursday week, occurred in a young 
man aetat. 24, and had only existed three 
weeks. The cause I could not ascertain, 
but the case is useful, jis one which points 
( out a thing which it is very important to 
know, but which, I believe, is by many 
persons passed over or mistaken. Before he 
had his epileptic fits, lie had what he called 
fainting fits. I know that many persons are 
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said to have fainting fits when they have im- 
perfect epileptic fits. In complete epilepsy 
a person loses all power over the body, loses 
his consciousness, and has convulsions. The 
loss of consciousness alone will sometimes 
happen before epilepsy is fully formed ; be- 
fore there are any convulsions. Power and 
Consciousness are lost; and if this state Inst 
for a minute, or half a minute, of coarse he 
drops down senseless. If the epilepsy be 
still less perfect than that with the ab- 
solute loss of consciousness, the patient 
will suddenly fall, but he will be only half 
senseless ; or, with still less impairment of 
consciousness and power, he will be only 
about to fall, and be still able to support 
himself by means of any-thing near him, — 
afterwards immediately recovering. Here 
the loss of consciousness and power is not 
entire ; the patient almost forgets where he 
is, but still is conscious of existence ; and 
though unable to support himself alone, he 
does the best he can, and if near an object, 
may succeed in saving himself from falling. 
Now this is called fainting, though there 
is do affection of the heart whatever in the 
Case ; the face does not become pale, there 
is no quickness of respiration, no diminution 
of the force of the pulse, and nothing at all 
in appearance that looks like fainting, ex- 
cepting that he cannot support himself, ap- 
pears lost, and loses a certain degree of con- 
sciousness and voluntary power. This is a 
circumstance continually occurring in indi- 
viduals who, after a time, lose their con- 
sciousness more and more in these attacks, 
lose it at length perfectly ; then lose it for 
a longer and longer period, and finally have 
convulsions in addition. 

It is stated by this youth, that he was 
formerly subject to what he called fainting 
fits, and that now he has regular epilepsy. 
He loses his consciousness completely, 
foams at the mouth, bites his tongue, and 
is universally convulsed ; he has all the 
marksof the disease. What he calls faint- 
ing fits were no doubt imperfect attacks of 
epilepsy. You will see this most frequently 
in elderly people. They will fall down in 
a moment, and be completely lost. These 
cases have by many been called apoplexy j 
but there is no daoger at all from them, and 
you are not under the necessity of bleeding, 
for the patient will come round spontane- 
ously, even though he have a great number 
of attacks. I have seen persons who have 
said they have been subject to these attacks 
for many months, and even years, and where 
the affection had not been followed by para- 
lysis, or any other disease except the perfect 
form of epilepsy ; that is, complete loss of 
consciousness and convulsions of the body. 
It is important to know this, because other- 
wise you might suspect that such a person 
was labouring under apoplexy, and you 


might give an unfavourable prognosis ; be- 
sides, if you treated ' the patient in the 
attack as if he fainted, you would keep him 
horizontal, while the nature of the case 
would demand the elevation of the head and 
shoulders. I think the best information 
upon the subject, is contained in Dr. Prit- 
chard’s work on Diseases of the Nervous 
System, a book which is full of very sound 
information, and one which contains accu- 
rate views of the diseases of the nervous 
system. It is curious to observe the differ- 
ent degrees which occur in the loss of con- 
sciousness, from falling down, apparently in. 
an apoplectic state, only that there is no 
stertor, nor great turgescence and blueness of 
the face, or these only in a minute degree — 
to the slightest attack of the affection. When 
these patients thus fall down from apparent 
apoplexy, they will come round of their own 
accord, without any measures being adopt- 
ed ; but if the person he of a plethoric habit 
it may be necessary to bleed him, because 
epilepsy will sometimes end in apoplexy. 
This is by no means a rare occurrence in 
old persons, and therefore sometimes it may 
be necessary to bleed them in the arm, or 
to cup them ; but the case does not call for 
those vigorous measures which real apo- t 
plexy for the most part does, and though] 
the course of treatment required may be] 
antiphlogistic, it may be milder than that 
demanded after apoplexy. 

In the last clinical lecture, I mentioned a 
case which illustrated another circumstance 
in epilepsy, and to which I then sufficiently’ 
alluded : I mean the occurrence before the 
fit, or at its commencement, of an odd sen- 
sation along the skin, which is called epi- 
leptic aura. The case spoken of to uay' 
illustrates a variety which may occur in 
the fit, and there is now in the hospital 
a case illustrating another variety, that 
of partial epilepsy. Epilepsy is imper- 
fect when there are no convulsions with 
the loss of consciousness, or when there 
is no loss of consciousness with the con- 
vulsions, or when either of these takes 
place only in an imperfect degree, such os 
the convulsions, for example, being mere' 
tremors. And it is partial if the convul- 
sions affect only a part of the body. There 
is a little hoy labouring under diseased bone 
and anasarca, in a horrible state, in Jacob’s 
Ward, who has partial epilepsy. I believe 
it affects only one half of the body ; one half 
of the face is convulsed, and the correspond- 
ing half of the body is agitated — shaken — 
but hardly agitated so much as to deserve, 
the word convulsed ; still, however, the 
motions are of a convulsive character. Some- 
times you see epilepsy more partial than 
this — affecting only an extremity. I have' 
seen persons subject to epilepsy of this de- 
scription, who, aftet a time, hhve had full 
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epilepsy. They will be seized with a vio- 
lent shaking oi the arm, and the paroxysm 
is nothing more than epilepsy occurring in a 
partial degree, exactly as paralysis may affect 
nearly the whole of the body, excepting the 
nerves of the muscles of respiration, till 
these also become affected, and death en- 
sues : or it may affect only half of the sys- 
tem, or only a leg or arm, or part of the 
face. 


- REMITTENT FF.VER — TRIAL OF SAI.ICINB. 

Of the two other cases admitted, one ap- 
peared to be remittent fever. It was very 
difficult to get an account of the man. I 
could not learn that he hud been in an 
aguish district, but only that he had been ill 
seven days. He, however, resided in Thames 
Street, and had been some way along the 
* banks of the river, though hardly into the 
country. He was seized on the Thursday 
before with violent shiverings, violent heat, 
and afterwards sweating, and he had also 
pain of the bead. When I saw him he was 
shivering ; his account, however, was im- 
perfect as to the period of the day at which 
the attacks came on, but it appeared that he 
was affected with rigours at different parts 
of the day. Under these circumstances, I 
considered the disease to be remittent fe- 
ver. Remittent fever will frequently occur 
insidiously, and unless you are quite up to 
it, you may as easily pass it over as some 
li)rms of epilepsy. I have had many cases 
of remittent fever which, in addition to the 
symptoms of continued fever, were merely 
characterised by excessive sweating ; and 
other cases, in addition to the symptoms of 
continued fever, characterised by shivering 
at different times of the day. But there are 
other cases, again, in which the disease is 
perfectly clear from the train of shivering, 
heat, and sweating, taking place violently 
at certain periods in the twenty-four hours, 
or at certain more distant periods, besides 
the continued fever. In other cases there 
is no shivering nor sweating at intervals, 
but occasional, and, perhaps, periodical ex- 
acerbations of the heat, quickness of pulse, 
&c. That these diseases have been remit- 
tent fever has appeared from the rapid 
way in which they have yielded to the 
free exhibition of bark, after the failure 
of the ordiuary remedies of continued fever. 
In the case of this man the remittent fe- 
ver was becoming continued fever ; his 
tongue was brown ; he was constantly more 
ot less delirious ; his mind wandered, and 
was more or less in stupor ; he was very 
deaf, and it was uecessary to combine 
the treatment demanded by the two spe- 
cies of fever. It was requisite to apply 
blisters at the back of the neck, and to give 
him mercury. He . took five grains of hy- 


drarg. cum creta, and be also took the new 
French remedy, salicine . A remedy has 
been discovered by the French, procured from 
the willow, which is said to be as effectual ia 
the cure of ague as quinine. This man took 
the remedy in the same doses ; that is to 
say, he took five grains every six hours, and 
he is now doing remarkably well. I hare, 
in fact, in typhus fever, given the sulphate 
of quinine with considerable benefit, several 
grains every few hours. The debility of 
this man would have induced me to give 
him this remedy, even had he not had the 
remittent form of the disease. When I 
found him shivering in bed, and ascertained 
that he had lived at the water-side, and had 
been near the tower-moat, which % for some 
time past, was a disgraceful focus of malaria 
and ague, I had no hesitation in giving him 
a remedy of this description. I am anxious 
to ascertain the powers of salicine, because, 
when they are once established, so that 
there will be a demand for it, it will be sold 
at a cheaper rate than the sulphate of qui- 
nine, although, compared with the original 
price of three guineas per ounce, that is 
now exceeding cheap. This is what I am 
told, although, of course, I am not very con- 
versant with these matters. This man took 
the same dose as is given of sulphate of qui- 
nine in severe cases, and it appeared to have 
the same effect as quinine ; that is, it nei- 
ther sickened him nor heated him ; it was as 
innocuous as the sulphate of quinine usually 
is ; he still takes it, and is mending rapidly. 

There was also a case admitted which I 
fancied might be remittent fever likewise, 
but really, from the state of the man's mind, 
I could hardly comprehend the nature of the 
affection. The man told me that he fre- 
quently had shivering at different periods of 
the day, and he afterwards told me that he 
had it at certain hours, and then only at 
twelve o'clock at night ; altogether he could 
not give any account that at all satisfied me. 
I cannot positively assert, but I have a strong 
suspicion that he is a little deranged. He, 
however, in a few days, showed sufficient 
signs of inflammation of the chest, to ren- 
der it necessary to bleed him : and'observ- 
ing the irritation in the functions of the 
head, I also deemed it requisite to have him 
cupped at the nape of the neck. He was 
bled twice for the bronchitis to the amount 
of sixteen ounces. each time, and afterwards 
it was necessary to take fourteen dunces 
from the hack qf the neck. The great thing 
to be treated was the inflammatory disease 
of the chest ( and from the degree of delirium 
which existed, and the strength of the pulse, 
it was necessary to take blood from the 
head; but whether he had been more or 
less deranged beforehand, or whether the 
head was in a state of excitement from the 
feverish, condition into which he had been 
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brought by tbe pectoral inflammation, I can- 
not my ; but he could not describe his 
symptoms to me at all, and therefore I was 
very much in the dark. 

8PILSP8Y — EFFICACY OF CftOTON OIL. 

During the week sir cases were present- 
ed, and arfiong them was one of epilepsy , 
which illustrated the common form of the 
disease — the simple, perfect, form of the 
affection, and also the mode of treatment 
which is the most successful. The affection 
occurred in a woman, ®tat. 30, who had 
been ill two years, and ever since her last 
pregnancy but one. She was first seized 
when walking in the garden during the 
summer, but whether the heat of the sun- 
beams upon her head had produced it or 
not, I do not know. She was, however, 
subject to vertigo, a throbbing in the head, 
and some hysterical symptoms; but the i 
epilepsy was shown by her being insensible ' 
during the fits, foaming at the mouth, and I 
Complete loss of Consciousness. The epi- 
lepsy began during the ’second month of 
her last pregnancy but one, and she also 
lay in seven months ago. There was nothing 
peculiar in the affection whatever : it was 
the regular form of the disease, hut it was 
interesting, as showing the use of antiphlo- 
gistic measures alone. 1 believe that by far 
the most successful treatment for epilepsy 
is that of keeping down fuluess, and an in- ] 
flammatory state of the head, and she was 
accordingly twice bled to fainting. She was 
tupped on the occiput, and after that twenty 
leeches were applied, her bowels being re- 
gularly opened with croton oil ; under that 
treatment she did very well. She never had 
a fit after she came to the hospital. She 
was admitted on the 16th of November, and 
presented on the 23 rd of December. She 
took half a minim of croton oil every day. 

I am anxious to impress you with the great 
use of croton oil in keeping the bowels regu- 
larly open. Every practitiouer knows the 
important use of this medicine as a strong 
purgative, but 1 am not aware that it is suffi - 1 
ciently used for merely keeping the bowels ' 
open. There are some persons who Cannot 
have a motion every day without the aid of 
medicine. To some persons it is perfectly 
natural not to have a stool every twenty-four j 
hours, some few have only one once a week, 
or once in ten days, and instances have oc- 
curred where there has only been a stool 
once a month habitually, and yet the persons 
have enjoyed perfect health; most persons, 
however, are better for having one every 
day, and are uncomfortable if they have not. 
It is frequently much the best for an indi- 
vidual not to take opening medicine if his 
bowels are only accidentally confined, for 
Mature will generally relieve herself in a day 


or two without any assistance from art, and 
a habit of taking purgatives is much better 
avoided. There are many persons, however, 
who are ill if they pass the usual time with- 
out, and nature is not always able to adjust 
matters herself, while in some cases it is ne- 
cessary, on account of other diseases, that 
the bowels should be kept regularly open. 
This was the case with this woman. I was 
anxious that she should be a little purged, 
and for this purpose, as well as for procuring 
a regular daily evacuation, I think no medi- 
cine so useful aa croton oil ; say the fraction 
of a drop ; the sixth, the fourth, third, or 
half of a drop, emee a day. Some persons 
may take the eighth or tenth only of a drop 
every night or morning, mixed up in any 
aperient pill. This not only procures a 
regular motion, but the medicine will not 
lose its effect ; I have very seldom, indeed, 
met with a case of failure. The great com- 
plaint against all aperient pills is, that after 
a time they lose their effect. You find when 
persona have taken the contents of a few 
boxes, that two must be taken instead of one, 
or three instead of two, and at last they will 
take several without any effect being pro- 
duced. If you put into any aperient pill 
a portion of croton oil, — say one, two, three, 
or more drops into twelve pills, and give 
one daily, or every two or three days,' 
you generally find tbe medicine preserve 
its opening powers. It is a rare thing 
for it to lose its efficacy. On the other 
hand, I continually find that less and 
less of this medicine answers, and that the 
quantity may be diminished. If you be- 
gin with half a drop every night, the patient 
often will soon require only one-third, and at 
last only one-fourth. I have known instances 
of persons who had required halt' a drop, ul- 
timately come to need only the terith of ^ 
drop, although they had previously been ha-, 
bitually costive for many years; had been 
tormented, indeed, during the greater part 
oT their lives. I think one of the most valu- 
able properties of croton oil is the effect 
wbich results from its being exhibited in. 
minute and habitual doses. Still, however, 
it is to be remembered that some persons 
cannot bear it at all ; there arfe some persons 
whom it will always make sick in any quan- 
tity that is sufficient to evacuate the bowels, 
and there are others whom it always gripes. 
You will find a peculiarity of susceptibility 
in different people to all medicines, to sul- 
phate of quinine, iron, rhubarb, and nearly 
every article of the materia medica : indeed 
every article even of food disugrees with 
somebody or other. I think you will find 
croton oil a very valuable medicine when 
employed in the way I have pointed out. 
Many persons I have known who have been 
in the habit of taking calomel or blue pill to 
open the bowels, than which I do not think 
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there can be a worse practice, because it 
produces a constitutional effect, besides the 
effect it has upon the bowels : it keeps them 
in a state of more or less debility of stomach, 
and readers them very susceptible of taking 
cold : it does more than you desire, and does i 
not act as a mere aperient. If, instead of put- 
ting a grain or two of calomel into an aperient 
pill, you employ the croton oil, you will find 
it answer perfectly well, and the constitution 
will be uninfluenced. This woman took 
a considerable quantity of the remedy ; that 
is to say, she began with half a minim every 
day, because her bowels were very torpid 
(and it was an object with me to purge her 
to carry on antiphlogistic measures briskly), 
and she took, likewise, camphorated mix- 
ture, or assalcetida mixture, on account of 
her .flatulence and globus hystericus. She 
had not a single fit while she was in tl*e hos- 
pital, and she went out perfectly well, but of 
course liable to a return of the complaint if 
§he indulge in good liviug, and drink malt 
liquor, wine, or spirits. 

INTERMITTENT PALSY. 

There was a case of disease of the nervous 
system presented of a curious character, the 
first of the kind I ever met with, intermit- 
tent palsy. I have read of it in authors, and 
you will find it mentioned by Cullen as 
paralysis intermittens. Now among ail the 
patients I have ever seen, and these amount 
to between thirty and forty thousand, in- 
cluding those in various public establish- 
ments and private practice, I had never met 
with an instance of this description. It was 
a case of intermittent hemiplegia. The man 
was admitted into Jacob’s Ward some time 
ago, and I mentioned his admission at the 
time. I gave him no medicine, because I 
was desirous of seeing whether his account 
was true or not. I seldom give medicine in 
aguish or intermittent complaints till some 
one in the hospital has witnessed the occur- 
rence of tire paroxysms. He staid here three 
weeks without having a paroxysm. He was, 
however, a very respectable man, and I did 
not doubt his account. He then went out 
of the hospital, enjoined by me to return if 
his disease reappeared. One day when I 
came to the hospital, some time afterwards 
I found him in the courts, and he said he 
had been seized with a paroxysm that morn- 
ing, and he actually was then in a state of 
hemiplegia of the left side. I saw it myself. 
1 made him walk, and he dragged his leg in 
a semi-circular way, as patients usually do 
when they are labouring under hemiplegia, 
and he could not raise his left arm. It be- 
gan at 10 o’clock, and this was the usual 
course of the disease. He had told me ori- 
ginally that the paroxysms came on at 10 
o’clock in the morning, not every day, hut 
every third or fourth day, and, with a single 


exception, never after a longer period than 
that ; but on one occasion there was an in- 
terval of sixteen days. He was 48 years of 
age, and bad been subject to this affection 
for two years and a half ; and the paroxysm 
would last from three to four hourB. But 
although it only lasted that time, he was not 
perfectly clear from it the whole of the day. 
He never knew the paroxysms begin later 
than 11 o’clock, or earlier than 10 ; from 10 
to 11 was the regular period, till a week be- 
fore he had been admitted, when one attack 
came on at half-past 10 in the evening — the 
usual hour, but in the evening instead of 
the morning. The affection was not more fre- 
quent then lhau when it first began. The man 
looked sickly, as if he had had ague, but still 
more as if he had suffered from a hot climate, 
aud it appeared that he had been in the East 
and West Indies, and that he had had fever 
both at Bombay and Batavia. He had 
suffered from dysentery, and when he was 
in the hospital he had diarrhoea. 1 do not 
doubt that this was the effect of malaria — 
that his hemiplegia was a form of ague. I 
will not quarrel about words, you might say 
it was not ague, because unattended by 
shivering, fever, or sweating; but I have 
no doubt it was as much the effect of malaria 
as ague is : it was merely a variety of the 
same affection of the system. Supposing 
this to be the case, and having witnessed a 
paroxysm myself, 1 now gave tyim the sul- 
phate of quinine, and as the disease was of 
long standing, I began with a good quantity, 
— five grains every six hours ; this medi- 
cine very soon put a stop to the complaint, 
but not till I had increased the dose to ten 
grains every six hours, so that he took forty 
grains in the twenty-four hours. This is 
the dose that is often required in quartan 
ague, and the present was a worse form of 
the disease than quartan, because it occurred 
on the third or fourth day, and the longer 
the interval between the attacks, the greater 
is the difficulty of curing the affection, which 
may be considered as so much the more of a 
chronic character. It is not a matter of 
wonder that that large quantity was requir- 
ed. He continued in the hospital from hia 
first admission on the 13th of October till 
the 23d of December, — rather more than 
three months, without any other attack 
whatever, and his health became greatly im- 
proved. It is wrong to suppose that mala- 
ria does nothing more than produce these 
particular forms of intermittent disease ; it 
poisons the whole body, and many persons 
are destroyed by it who never had ague at 
all, so deadly is the poison. His health, 
however, regularly improved under the qui- 
nine ; he became strong, his countenance 
was better, and altogether he found that he 
had received very great benefit from it. 
However, on the 28th of the same month, 
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five days after bis presentation, he came to 
tee, saying that he had had a slight attack, 
a very slight one, that morning, bnt still it 
was an attack, and it occurred rather later 
than usual, some little time after 11 o'clock. 
When 1 saw him, at about half-past one 
o’clock, it was then nearly gone off. I in- 
creased the quantity of sulphate of quinine 
to fifteen grains every six hours, and if that 
be not sufficient I shall give him more, as he ! 
is to come to me from time to time. 1 had a 
person in the hospital who was not cured of j 
ague with less than a scruple every six hours 
and therefore I shall not be surprised if that 
uantity be required in the case of this man ; 
at I have no doubt that eventually he will | 
be perfectly cured, though he may need very < 
large doses. 

This is a very interesting case, proving 
that paralysis is not necessarily an organic 
affection ; that hemiplegia does not neces- 
sarily arise from effusion, or from compres- 
sion of any kind, at least of an organic na- 
ture. If any compression do occur in this 
man, it can only be during the fit, for at 
other times he is perfectly well ; it is en- 
tirely, 1 presume, an affair of function , in- 
duced by a particular poison. I have at this 
moment in private practice a very curious 
case, in which disease has arisen from mala- 
ria; it has occurred in a y&ung gentleman 
about eleven years of age, who lives by the 
side of the Thames. He had diarrhoea' at 
school, which was allowed to run on ; he 
was, however, taken home, and treated very 
properly by the gentleman who attended 
the family, by leeches to the abdomen, 
and I believe a blister, and all went on very 
well. He had tenderness just on one side 
of the umbilicus ; he was, however, seized 
all at once, at a certain hoar of the evening, 
with violent irritation, severe itching, ting, 
ling, and redness at the leeeh-bites, some 
feverishness, just at the very part where all 
the leeches had been applied, and every 
leech-bite l^pcame red and swoollen. His 
sufferings were extreme, but after lasting 
for a certain time, all these symptoms went 
away. At the same hour the following even- 
ing the same thing occurred, the leech-bites 
became swelled and hot, and be fell into a 
state of general excitement, from, as it 
would appear, the itching and tingling. The 
medical gentleman immediately saw him, 
and thought the attack was of an aguish 
character, and, as the family lived in a low 
spot by the side of the Thames, he gave 
this lad twenty grains of sulphate of quinine, 
in divided doses, before the time of the 
next expected paroxysm. The attack came 
on the next evening, but at a later period 
than usual, showing that the remedy bad 
produced an impression. It is common for 
the remedy not to stop the disease at once, 
but to cause the fits to be postponed, I, 


however, was sent for, and I told the family 
that I was quite satisfied that the youth 
was going on right ; that the quinine was 
the only remedy, and that it must be per- 
severed in at the same doses. ThO fits were 
very distressing indeed to the family, alarm- 
ing, and we both agreed that it was better to 
go on with twenty grains in the twenty- 
four hours. The next day the paroxysms 
appeared later and more slightly, and then 
came on once in two or three days, and still 
more slightly ; he presently became perfectly 
well. At the end of a month he went out 
of doors, and was exposed to cold, and from 
his extreme anxiety to regain the time he 
had lost from school, for he was a fine boy, 
a paroxysm came on again, but rather mildly; 
the medicine was again had recourse to, and 
the immediate effect was a postponement 
and alleviation of the next paroxysm, and I 
have no doubt that if lie continue to take 
the remedy for some weeks, he will not 
have a relapse. These remedies will not 
cure the disease unless you give them for 
some time after the disease has appeared to 
cease. Sometimes it is necessary to give 
them for many weeks ; sometimes it is ne- 
cessary to do more than this— to remove the 
patient from the spot. Just as in syphi- 
lis, if a person get cured, and return to’ 
the same quarters, the mercury he has 
taken will, of course, not prevent him from 
again catching the disease ; so a person may 
be cured of ague, but if he continue to live’ 
in the same unhealthy quarters, of course 
the poison may operate afresh upon him ; ’ 
and as in syphilis mercury must be taken' 
for some time after the symptoms have all 
disappeared, so must quinine after ague. 


DROPSY — 'DISEASE OR THE HEART AND 
LUNGS FROM DniNKI'NG. 

Iliad better speak of the other cases in 
the next lecture, as our time is exhausted ; 

I will, however, show you the longs ami 
heart of an old gentleman, whom you must 
have seen several times in William’s Ward. 
He came to the hospital last spring, with his 
legs much bigger than his thighs ought to 
have been, And his thighs nearly as large as 
his body should have been. By giving him 
full doses of elaterium, many grains in the 
course of a day, after he had been here a 
month or two, he went out perfectly free 
from dropsy; however, as he had had an 
effusion into the pleune and pericardium, 
and a diseased heart, it was clear that his 
symptoms would all return. He came back 
some time ago, with his symptoms more 
or less renewed, and the disease of his heart 
was then still apparent. There was a vio- 
lent beating — a strong action of the left ven- 
tricle, attended with a bellows sound. The J 
heart beat violently over a great extent, and * 
the bellows sound was loudest at some dis« 
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tance from the usual part, far to the left side, 
rendering it certain that he had hypertrophy 
and dilatation, and a difficult egress to the 
blood in the left ventricle. It was quite 
clear that there was hydrothorax besides 
anasarca; on the right side of the chest 
there was not the least hollowness of sound 
on percussion, or respiratory murmur, even 
up to the clavicle, ana to some extent there 
was the same dulneaa on the left side. There 
was no rattle; nothing to show any in* 
fl animation of the bronchi® or air-cells. 
Now, in bpening the heart, you will see that 
the left ventricle is very much thickened and 
dilated ; you observe that the aorta ia much 
diseased. I cannot show you the narrow- 
ness of the mouth, because it is all laid open, 
hut on passing the finger down, it was found 
to be exceedingly narrow* The roots of the 
aortic valves are very much hardened, and 
the whole is constricted, so that, though 
the plates of the valves are free from dis- 
ease, the mouth of the vessel was strictured. 
Effusion into the chest will occur from dis- 
ease of the pleura. You will find in many 
qbronic cases of ascites and hydrothorax 
(and, by the way, olironic cases of hydro- 
thorax are very rare, excepting as a symptom 
of disease" of the heart), that the pleura and 
peritoneum are diseased. You see here that 
the pleura is much diseased ; muoh thicker 
and harder thni it ought to be ; there is a 
chronic organic affection of the membrane. 
All that can be done in such a case ia to ex- 
cite absorption from time to time by diure* 
tics, and more particularly by strong purga- 
tives, of which elaterium is the beat. The 
lungs under the diseased pleura were imper- ' 
vioos to the air; they were not exactly in a 
sta{e of hepatization nor of induration, hut 
had become of a very tough impervious cha- 
racter. The liver m more or less diseased; 
the biliary part is much increased. I believe 
he had been a hard drinker at one time of 
his life, and whenever people assume that 
character, of course they pay the penalty 
sooner or later. One of the best sermons 
for drunkards, and for regular and respectable 
tipplers, would be to exhibit to them the 
heart, lungs, and liver of a drunkard by the 
aide of specimens of sound organs. It would 
produce more effect than all the good advice 
that could be given them. I had just begun 
to exhibit elaterium as I did when he was 
here formerly, and no doubt should have 
succeeded a second time in emptying him. 

1 before found it necessary, after trying 
small doses, to give him daily a grain, and 
repeat it every two hoars till it purged hi™ 
thoroughly ; and gradually less and less had 
been required. But, poor man, he had be- 
come fretful, and having been in better cir- 
cumstances, began to be haughty and into- 
lerant to the other patients, and at last put 
himself into so great a rage about some non- 


sense, some fancied want of respect or at- 
tention on the part of I know not whom* 
nor indeed of bow many persons, that he 
suddenly fell back dead while drinking bin 
tea— an event by no means uncommon to 
patients so affected. 

CLINICAL LECTURE, Jan . id, 1831. 

VARIOUS CASES. 

I was finishing. Gentlemen, in the last 
lecture, the cases which would have been 
spoken of a fortnight ago, had it not been 
Christmas week, and which had been pre- 
sented during the preceding week, hut two 
or three of them remained unmentioned. 

Fever . — One was a case of continued fe- 
ver in a woman, but there was nothing par- 
ticular iu it. It occurred with the usual 
Bymptoms, and was cured iu my usual way. 

Rheumatism.— Another was a case of 
acute rheumatism among the women, with 
the usual symptoms ; it presently yielded to 
the free exhibition of the vin. ramcis. colch . 

Asthma . — A third esse was one of asthma 
among the men, which arose from ebronio 
bronchitis. A jpreat number of cases of 
wbat is called asthma, are nothing more 
than chronic bronchitis; and even when 
patients have spasmodic difficulty of bfeath- 
ipg, in a great nunhber of instances chronic 
bronchitis is united with it, and is its 
foundation and groundwork. When the 
bronchial tubes are in a state of chronic 
irritation or inflammation, they are often 
thrown from time to time into spasms, and 
persons consequently experience paroxysms 
of dyspnoea. We daily see cases of spas- 
modic difficulty of breathing united with 
chronic irritation sod excessive secretion of 
the mucous membrane ; and from the dis- 
ease being so common, 1 shall say nothing 
of this individual case. 


OVARIAN DROPSY-. 

A woman with ovarian dropsy went out 
of the hospital this week. You will recol- 
lect that a woman was admitted a few days 
before of very large aise, who had been 
twice tapped. Her sice was immense, and 
her health did ndt particularly suffer. It 
was evident from this circumstance, aa well 
as from the disease having begun on one 
aide low down, that the dropsy was ova* 
rian. When the dropsy is peritoneal, the 
health suffers infinitely more than when H ia 
ovarian. The ovary is a part not necessary 
to life. Indeed it ia out of the way of ex- 
ternal injury, liable neither to mechanical 
violence, like the brain, for example ; nor to 
injury of our own infliction, like the stomach, 
which suffers from improper ingests ; or 
like the heart, which suffers from yioleet 
exercise ; nor ifr it, like the lungs, exposed 
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to mischief from improper temperatures. It 
has few morbid sympathies, and a woman, 
as far as her own being is concerned, could 
do as well without it as with it. When the 
dropsy is peritoneal, connected as that 
membrane is with the stomach and intes- 
tines, and other important viscera, so as to 
form a part of them, great injury is occa- 
sioned. Indeed it is usually accompanied 
by visceral disease. This woman's health 
suffered hut very little. It did hot appear 
in this case that the whole of the ovary was 
ohe sac, and for this reason, — that when- 
ever she was tapped, a considerable tumour 
still remained. She informed me that she 
had been tapped twice, and after each time 
she had very soon become as large as Bhe 
was before. 

You may learn from this case, what I 
think a well-ascertained fact, that when a 
woman with ovarian dropsy has beSn once 
tapped, the tendency to accumulate is in- 
creased to a very high degree. A woman, 
if She be not tapped, may go on for a great 
length of time. I have known the disease 
go on for fifteen years, gradually increasing 
all the time, but very slowly, without tap- 
ping. A woman, however slowly she may 
have increased before, will, if^rou tap her, in- 
crease generally rapidly; and it should there- 
fore be a rule never to tap a case of ovarian 
dropsy, till the distension is such that the 
operation is indispensable. You will after- 
wards have to operate again and again, so 
great does the tendency to secretion be- 
come. Of course it is necessary to tap a 
patient if there be great pain from disten- 
sibn, which cannot be relieved by medicine 
of topical means. But you will find gene- 
rally , — I seldom use the word 4< univer- 
sally ” — that when the ovary has once been 
tapped, the fluid accumulates in a ten-fold 
degree. This woman had never been preg- 
nant. You will find that a great numoer of 
women with ovarian dropsy are single wo- 
men, or if they have been in the way of 
impregnation it has never answered. The 
ovaries are generally indisposed to the per- 
formance of their functions, and disposed to 
disease. This Woman was thirty-five years 
of age, and had been married thirteen years, 
but had never been pregnant. The dropsy 
bad existed fourteen months, and she had 
been tapped twice. The last time she bad 
been tapped, was three weeks before her 
admission, and she had been tapped only 
three weeks before that for the first tifne. 
She had gone on upwards of twelve months 
without being tapped, but having been once 
tapped, was obliged to undergo the opera- 
tion again in three weeks, and then in three 
weeks more she was in strch a state of dis- 
tension, that I found it necessary to have 
her tapped soon after her admission. She 
wished to be tapped immediately* I put 
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her off, however, u tuijr d«y» u I could, 
to give her* chance of the absorption of the 
fluid, but at length I was obliged to have 
recourse to the operation. 

When the fluid was let out, I believe about 
twenty- nine pints came away, but there 
still remained a considerable tumour within 
the abdomen, exactly as, she said, had been 
the case after the two preceding operations. 
It seemed that one part of the ovary had 
formed a large sac, while other parts formed 
other sacs. In some of those cases, in which 
a tumour remains after the operation, you 
will have ah enlarged ovary, and ascites 
around it ; I should say ascites of the peri- 
toneum, for both are ascites,— there is an as- 
cites of the peritoneum, and an ascitefeof the 
ovarium. But beaides..<he disease of die 
ovarium, whether dropsy or solid enlarge- 
ment, you will sbmetimes find dropsy of 
the peritoneum. In that case, however, the 
health materially alters; the patient does 
not last so long as in a case of this descrip- 
tion. I Should imagine, therefore, from the 
very fair — I may say good state of this 
woman's health, that she #as not labouring 
under dropsy of the peritoneum. But I am 
not absolutely Certain. It might either be 
dropsy of the peritoneum around a diseased 
ovarium, or one portion of the ovary might 
be far more distended than the rest — the 
fluid of this part being unconnected with 
the rest in the organ. 

I was beginning to mb upon the abdo- 
men, for an hoar night and morning, the 
hydriodste of potass, in the form of au 
ointment made up with a drachm to an 
ounce of adept, and to give her inter- 
nally the solution of the hydriodate of 
potass, made with a drachm to an ounce 
of distilled water. I began with fifteen 
minima three times a day, and had in- 
creased the dose to forty-five minims three 
times & day. I believe that if any medicine 
does good in these cases, it is iodine. It is 
, wrong* in a case of dropsy of the ovary, to 
give violent purgatives and diuretics, for 
they will all fail, and mercury will do no 
good, but assist in breaking up the consti- 
tution. If iodine did not exist, I would not 
use any medicine at all ; for, excepting io- 
dine, 1 never saw any medicine, whatever 
the kind, prove of the slightest service. I have 
seen large tumours diminished, snd some 
, cases apparently cured by this remedy, but, 
of course, we are not to expect general suc- 
cess, because a large mass of disease frequently 
exists, of which it would be too much to 
expect that this, or any other medicine, 
would cause the absorption. However, there 
is a woman now in the hospital, who has 
had the disease four years, and lies a bed 
or two distant from this woman, whorfe ab- 
domen is steadily diminishing under the ex- 
ternal and internal use of iodtne> but whe- 
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ther it will entirely yield or not, I do not 
pretend to say. 

I may mention, /that I recollect perfectly 
well attending a case of this description, which 
was decidedly a combination of diseased ovary, 
--solid enlargement of the ovary, and dropsy 
of the peritoneum. It occurred in a young 
lady. The abdomen had enlarged first on one 
side, and 'presented a circumscribed solid 
tumour, but by degrees the whole of the 
abdomen increased together, and fluctuation 
was perceptible. Her health declined very 
much, and it was soon necessary to tap her 
and the moment the operation was per- 
formed' and the fluid let out, a tumour was 
perceptible on one side, as large as the head 
of two infants placed in their a vertical line 
together, projecting considerably forwards. 
After a time, the water again accumulated 
in the peritoneum, the . circumscribed tu- 
mour was lost, and tapping was required 
again, when the tumour again came into 
view. The operation was performed seve 
ral times, and, finally, she died. The case 
made an impression on me, from the cir- 
cumstance that a man was called in, who 
has since become very notorious for his 
cases. I Lad considered it my duty to 
inform the friends, that a surgeon must 
attend from time to time, and let out 
the fluid, by which means life would be 
protracted, but that as for curing the dis- 
ease, it was out of the question. This 
it .was my duty to say, that, if my attend- 
ance were commanded, it might not be in 
tile hope of m}^ curing the case. An honest 
opinion like this was not acceptable or be- 
lieved, and a man of arty not of science, was 
called in, who, of course," said' he could 
elfect a cure, which of course, from the im- 
pudent positiveness of his declaration, was 
at once believed. He began immediately to 
rub the lady’s abdomen. I was asked to 
meet him, but declined. I begged to retire 
while he had the charge of the case, but 
I expressed my readiness, should they again 
require ray assistance, immediately to at- 
tend. ' He accordingly took the case under 
his care, and commenced the same evening 
to rub the abdomen, and when he had rub- 
bed and wiped the abdomen, and even his 
cups clean, he told the patient, as she her- 
self informed me, that he had “ killed the 
lump.” He attended the next day and 
rubbed again, and when the second rubbing 
Was otfer he told her that he had i( reduced 
the lump one-third f He rubbed again 
in the middle of the day, and then lie said 
he had “ reduced the lump one-half.” 
He continued rubbing, or standing by while 
he caused rubbing, three times ajday ; but 
what the progression of diminution was ! 
forget. The fact, however, was, that the. 
water accumulated in the peritoneum again, 
and enveloped the turaQur as it had done 


before, and he might have said the " lump** 
was entirely gone, or split into twenty 
pieces, and no one could have contradicted 
him, for thei immense body of fluid collected 
around the tumour completely prevented 
all examination. He went on in this way, 
and soon the time arrived at which fhe was 
to be tapped again. I was sent for, and a 
very eminent surgeon of another hospital 
attended with me, who had always tapped 
her before. The man who had been oalled 
in, wished to bring bis own surgeon. Who 
that was I do not know, but the family would 
not allow the operation to be performed by a 
stranger. The surgeon who attended with 
me was not to be told that this worthy mao 
had been called in, and I kept it a secret 
from him, but he was to give his honest 
opinion whether the tumour was larger or 
smaller than when he last tapped the pa- 
tient. The tumour, I saw, as the water 
flowed, was become larger ; and when the 
water was all let out, and the integuments 
rendered flabby, and the great protuberance 
stood out on one side, he was asked his opi- 
nion, and honestly replied that he was 
sorry to say that the tumour was nearly as 
large again as when he had last * performed 
the operation. This was the truth, and yet 
the man had the effrohtery to say that he 
had killed the lump the first time of rub- 
bing, reduced it one-third the next, and 
one-half the third time ! However, not; 
withstanding this, the same individual at- 
tended for a considerable length of time 
afterwards, and, among other things, he re- 
commended an t( earth hath," which he pro- 
posed to make by putting some “ garden 
mould " into a warm bath ; but this pro* 
posal he was not allowed to carry into e&c*. 
It was, in fact, merely making a warm-bath 
dirty. . He bad heard of an “ earth-bath," . 
as it is called, which is given by bury- 
ing tbe patient up to the chin in earth, 
and is practised in some countries. He ! 
thought this earth-bath might be made if . 
he took a few handfuls of garden mould and 
put them into warm water. The family asked 
my opinion, and I ^informed them that, if 
certain quantity of mould was put into 
warm water, it would make a dirti^water- 
bath y that if a certain quantity more were 
add^d, it would make mud— a mud bath • 
The family viewed this in its proper light, and 
would not allqw it. . At last they saw through 
him, and suddenly sent lijm about his busi-. 
ness. At another time . he had thought of 
a "fomentation, but positively did not know 
how to make it ; he applied the stalks of hie 
herbs instead of the strained liquor, and so 
hurt and scratched the patient that she 
would not, allow it. He was not then ceft* 
scious of skill in any particular disease* bud 
cured cases in general 9 and has since ac- 
quiiedahjjjh reputation amougpec^leofcoft* ‘ 
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sequence tad condition, but not of what 
the middle classes consider real education 
and common sense, and some imagine that 
his coming was accurately foretold and faith- 
fully shadowed forth by Moore the poet. 
Whether Mr. Moore thought of him when 
lie wrote the “ Fudge Family/* or not, I 
do not know, but some think the descrip- 
tion as faithful as a prophecy ought to be. 

u There *s Jack the doctor ; night and day 
Hundreds of patients so besiege him, 

You’d swear that all the rich and gay 
Fell sick on purpose to oblige him. 

And while ihey think (the precious uinnies!) 
He’s counting oYr their pulse so steady. 
The rogue but counts how many guineas, 
He *8 fobbed for that day’s woik already. 

I’ll ne’er forget th* old maid's alarm, 

When feeling thus Miss Sukey Flirt, he 
Said as he dropped her shrivelled arm, 

* D d bad this morning — only 30.* 

His skill too in young ladies’ lungs , 

The grace with which (most mild of men) 
He begs them to put out their longue. 

Then bids them put it in again ! 

In short there ’s none like Doctor Jack ; 
Take all your doctors, great and small, 

Of present times and ages back, 

Dear Doctor Fudge is wor»li them all.” 

( Much laughter .) 

However, to go on with the particular 
case : this woman was tapped in the hospi- 
tal, and after the tap pinga certain degree of 
inflammation came on. This is not a very 
unusual thing after tapping. Under such 
circumstauces it would have been exceed- 
ingly injudicious to have allowed her stimu- 
lants. She, however, had been accustomed, 
she said, after her former operotions, to be 
allowed porter. Here, she had leeches ap- 
plied more than once to the abdomen on 
account of internal inflammation which 
came on. When it was necessary to re- 
sort to this treatment to overcome perito- 
nitis, it would have been absurd and inju- 
rious at the same time to hsve allowed her 
porter. But she was so displeased with 
me for not allowing her porter, that she loft 
the hospital in this inflammatory state, and 
what became of her afterwards 1 do not 
know. 


VISCERAL ENLARGEMENT. 

A case was presented, illustrating the 
benefleial operation of mercury and iodine 
in visceral enlargement and in effusion. A 
woman was admitted in October, aged 33, 
saying she had been ill three months. She 
had ascites and oedema of the legs, and the 
liver could be felt distinctly, hard and en- 
larged, its well-defined margin descending to 
the umbilicus. 1 began with two grains of 
aubmuriate of mercury twice a day, and con- 
tinued it after her mouth had become sore, 
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in sufficient doses to keep up a gentle sore- 
ness. She took also the solution of the 
hydriodste of potass, at first ten minims* 
and at length seventy minims each doae. The 
ointment of the bydriodate was well rubbed 
into the abdomen night and morning. She. 
soon made a large quantity of water, the 
hydriodate ofteu acting powerfully as a 
diuretic in dropsy ; soon lost her dropsy, 
almost entirely, and the liver became smaller, 
and much less hard/so that she considered 
herself well enough to leave us at the end 
of December. 

A female died that week of phthisis, who 
had been admitted labouring under acute 
laryngitis, which had supervened upon the 
chronic form of the disease, but which was 
soon arrested by leeches and ptyalism ; the 
consumption of course proceeded. 


In the same week two patients only were 
allotted me, one of which was a case of 
phthisis , and the other of pcdiculi in the 
bead. 

LICE. 

You will think it singular that a patient 
should be admitted merely for vermin in his 
head ; however, I did not admit him, and I 
presume he was admitted because he had an 
eruption in the face, and because he applied 
when there were so many beds vacant, that 
every one who applied was admitted. It 
was not known when he was admitted that 
he was in this unfortunate state, otherwise 
he would not have been received, because 
there is a rule that no person with vermin 
shall be admitted into the bouse. He came in 
with an extensive papular ei upturn on his 
face, and the case is important in that re- 
spect. He was admitted on account of the 
eruption. W hen I went to the ward to see 
him, and was told by him there was notliing 
else the matter with him, 1 really could not 
understand what the eruption arose from. 
It was of a character that puzzled me, and 
I did not give it a name. The nurse, how- 
ever, requested me, and for very obvious 
reasons, not to go too near to him. It then 
struck me that the eruption arose from the 
inhabitauts of the head, and I ordered the 
head to be washed with a strong decoction 
of staves acre , which is an acrid poison. On 
the next visit the eruption was gone, and 
nearly the whole of the myriads of vermin 
destroyed, a few only remained at the pole ; 
and I discharged him with such sn allow- 
ance of the decoction as would soon entirely 
eradicate them. 

Now this case is interesting, as pointing 
out that an. eruption may arise from acci- 
dent, that is, without any fault in the con 
stitution or skin itself, but from external 
causes. This was a sailor, but an extremely 
I clean respectable-looking man for his situs- 
I lion in life. I asked him how he had fallen 
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into such a condition, nnd ho told me he had 
been io Russia, where I beliere that lice 
prevail to a very great extent (some tra- 
vellers say that every Russian teems with 
them from the palace to the hovel) , and that 
it was in some of the Russian sea-port 
to#ns that he had acquired the vermin. I 
wish it was in my power to liberate all Poles 
as easily from their Russian foes. ( Laugh- 
ter .) 

1 may mention, while oh this subject, 
that tUere was a naturalist, a great ento. 
mologist, and a very clever man, who had 
an eruption in another part of the body, 
which he could not understand. He was 
not in prsctioe, though a physician. He 
went to Mr. Abernethy, who at once told 
him liia eruption arose from vermin. They 
were not of the same description, but in- 
habited a warmer climate — a more southern 
region — nearer to the equator — and if you 
like to name it from its inhabitants, the 
tropic- of cancer, and they, like other in- 
habitants of warm climates, were of a darker 
hue. The naturalist had wished to observe 
the habits of those creatures, and for this 
purpose had procured, he told me, a few, and 
transferred them to the spot which he knew 
was their proper soil, and he had afterwards 
entirely forgotten the circuraatanco. They 
however increased and multiplied, and reple- 
nished the spot, and great irritation of the 
part Came on, followed by an eruption, and 
rendering him very miserable. It is curi- 
ous enough that, though he was a natu- 
ralist and great entomologist, he had not 
the slightest ides of the cause of his suffer- 
ings, nor recollected that he himself had 
been the instrument of emigration and colo- 
nisation. A single good powdering, with 
white precipitate, or at the utmost two, 
washed off at the end of half an hour, never 
fails to exterminate the tribe. 


DYSPEPSIA AND PALPITATION O? 

THE HEART. 

There was presented, during the week, a 
esse of dyspepsia in a female, which was 
attended by palpitation of the* heart. She 
was sixteen years of age, and bad been ill 
fifteen months. You will find palpitation of 
the heart very frequent at that age, often 
with dyspepsia, but without organic disease 
of the heart, or any inflammation of that 
organ. Here I found a pain in the lower 
part of the cardiac region to the outside, 
dnd I believe this arose entirely from the 
state of the stomach, because she had great 
acidity. She had had leeches and blisters 
applied, and been frequently bled, but 
witbont any relief. There was no reason 
to suppose it wa3 ot all inflammatory ; but 
finding that site bad such extreme acidity 
of the stomach, and recollecting that I my- 
self hid great acidity of the stomach during 


erysipelas of one leg, and violent pains 
often in the day, felt not in my stomach, 
but actually in or on my ribs, which I could 
instantly remove by putting my finger down 
my throat, and bringing up a drachm or two 
of very acid fluid, I conceived that the 
pain arose from that cause. And with re- 
spect to the palpitation, every part of the 
heart was beating with equal force ; that is 
to say, there was not one ventricle, or one 
auricle, or two ventricles and one auricle, 
beating with mpre force than the rest, or 
with unusual noise, but with equally ex- 
cessive rapidity and force ; and when this 
is the case, you may be almost sure there is 
no organic disease. She also was subject 
to vomiting, which rendered it stilt more 
probable that the source of the disease was 
the stomach. The only medicine she took 
was prussic acid ; at first two minims 
three times a day, and the dose was gradu- 
ally increased to seven. As the remedy 
did not produce any effect at first, I gra- 
dually increased the dose to three, four, 
and so on, till it came to seven minims, and 
then the complaint gave way. After s 
short time, however, I found that the 
medicine began to disagree with her a 
little, and I was obliged to reduce the 
quantity to five minims. The girl went 
away perfectly well. 

If you only give antacids in these las**, 
you merely remove the effect, while the 
cause remains ; but if you give prussic 
acid, you relieve the morbid irritability of 
the stomach, which is the grand cause of 
the disease. It was of course necessary 
to keep her bowels open, and for that pur- 
pose she took coloeynth pills ; but it was 
not till the dose of acid was increased to 
ft considerable ainount, that a cessation of 
the vomiting, a cessation of the acidity, and 
a cessation of the palpitation, took place. I 
have not been able to control palpitation of 
the heart by prussic acid, where it has de- 
pended on affection of the heart itself, bat 
where it ha3 arisen from the state of the 
stomach, then 1 have controlled it exceed- 
ingly well, and caused it to go away ex- 
actly as it did in this case, together with 
the affection of the stomach. 


ERY 3IPELA8. 

There was a case of erysipelas brought 
in to William’S Ward, which Was very slight, 
and gave way, I believe, simply to low diet 
and the application of cold water or an 
evaporating lotion to the face ; it required 
nothing more. The sulphate of quinine was 
prescribed, in very small doses, before I sew 
the patient, but from what I observed of 
the case, I do not think it had any share ia 
controlling the disease ; it was such a case 
as you will see give way every day to the 
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application of cold, and to placing tbe pa- 
tient on low diet. , . 

Many persons fetir the application of cold 
in erysipelas ; in general there is no occa- 
sion for rich apprehension. I hate nlver 
known ill effects from it, and I have resort- 
ed to it, I had almost said, in hundreds of 
case*. If tbe patient feels it unpleasant, 
then it is improper to continue it; aod you 
know my practice is to appty cold as long 
only as it is pleasant, bat to change it for 
a warm application, if the warmth becomes 
more agreeable to the feelings of the patient. 
Ih general cold is exceedingly grateful in 
such cases, and 1 believe never does harm 
if y on properly attend to the feelings of the 
fffttient, aud take care to institute Such eva 
Cuations as may be demanded. 

A case has occurred of erysipelas in a 
man admitted for chronic peripneumonia 
ahd bronchitis, which I will mention at 
this moment. An abscess had taken place 

5 bout the situation of the pectoral muscle, 
’he other day I found him With erysipelas 
df the corresponding shoulder, extending 
over the upper part of the back. In such 
a case it is very common to find it spread 
all over the back and sides. Now, I have 
found the best effects produced by applying 
the nitrate of silver around the inflamed 
part; it has prevented the inflammation 
ironi spreading. It was had recourse to in 
this case in this manner : — A sort of ribbon 
of the nitrate of silver was made around it, 
and the affection did not pasrf beyond that 
ribbon. A stick of the nitrate 6f silver was 
wetted and rnbbed to about the breadth of an 
inch and a half, all around the inflamed part, 
giving something like the appearance of the 
river Thames in tbe maps of London, and 
the erysipelas was arrested ; it never went 
beyond that mark. 

I have sfeen a curious circumstance take 
in two or three cases where this ap- 
plication was not made perfectly — where 
there was hot jierfect continuation, hut a 
little portion of the skin Was left untouched. 
The erysipelas found its way through the 
aperture, through the breach occasioned by 
the want of continuity in the application 
of the nitrate of silver, and spread as it 
would have done almost as if no nitrate of 
silver had been applied. 

It is a very curious circumstance, that the 
nitrate of silver has this property much 
more than any other application. A Mis- 
ter Will sometimes have the same effect, 
but it is not always to be depended upon. 
Mr. Higginbottom’s book deserves your 
perusal. 

/This case is worth your notice, for the 
disease would undoubtedly have spread, and 
the man would, in all probability, have died 
had it not been for thii application. The 
***** was much debilitated; god ha had the 


tntpbaie tff ejufnitfe In large 1 ' and freqdeo t 
doses; strong beef- tea, and every descrip- • 
lion of nourishment, Were administered. 

msucurial hh sum Affair. • 

I shall have no time at present to' dwell 
particularly on the other cases that have 
been presented, but I may mention, that 
there was a case of mercurial rheumatism 
presented which gave way under the exhi- 
bition of mercury . When rheumatism cornea 
on during or soon after the exhibition pf mer* 
cuiy, the best way to get rid of it for the 
mpst part is to give mercury again. 

SPASMODIC COUGH. 

I may mention m case of spasmodic cough 
in a young man who died . through being 
Beized with perjpneumony. He came in 
with a spasmodic cough, which hftd for 
some time been treated antiphlogiatically in 
\ that in. many 'cases of that 

description, where there iB no disease in 
the lungs, nor pain, nor rattle, but Simply 
a violent, tearing, noisy cough, coming on 
in sudden fits, and without expectoration. 
Iron has a great effect, and I have cured 
many such cases with different preparations 
of iron. This case was yielding rapidly to 
it, when the door of the ward was unfortu- 
nately set open one day after my visit, to 
ventilate the ward, during the severe frost, 
and when I saw him he was actually dying 1* 

PARALYSIS AOiTANS. 

There was a case of chronic bronchitis 
also presented among the men, and one of 
caries of the pelvic bones in a boy. But I 
wish just to mention before we part, the case 
of paralysis agitans, which I spoke of in the 
first lecture this season, and which wentout 
last week, I am sorry to say, no better than 
when the patient came in. I gave him iron 
freely, but it failed. Ha was freely and 
regularly electrified, but in vain, and tbe 
cold shower bath was had recourse to with 
no more success. He said that the iron had 
liberated him from tha pain in the head 
which he had before he began that medi- 
cine, and the iron, had made him stronger, 
but certainly heabook jtist as much at last as 
he did before. His right hand and tongue 
trembled as much as ever. 

It is a curious thing that St. Vitus's dance 
is a disease that will yield in a very marked 
manner to the exhibition of iron, and that I 
was first led to know this by giving the 
carbonate of iron in a ease of paralysis agi- 
tans with complete success, after it had 
proved intractable to every other means. 
Thinking that paralysis agitans and St. 


* Was auy inquest held on this unfortunate 
creature, a ad what was the verdict ? 
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Vitus ’ 0 dance were very much alike, I gars 
the remedy in chorea, and cured a large 
number of cases, hut I hare never since 
been able to cure a case of paralysis agitans, 
though I have had five or six cases of the 
disease, and given the carbonate of iron very 
freely. I believe the reason is, that in pa- 
ralysis agitans the disease depends generally 
upon a structural change — that the nervous 
system is in a state of organic disease ; and 
when that is the case, you cannot expect any 
relief to be produced by such remedies. I 
am aware of only one dissection in such a 
case, and that is related by the late Mr. 
Parkinson, in which he said, that many of 
the nerves had become indurated like ten- 
dons, the medulla oblongata and pons varolii 
were greatly condensed. I have no doubt 
that if other cases were examined, an organic 
change would also be found. 


P80RIA8I3, LEPRA, LEUCORRHCEA, &C. 

A woman was presented who had been ad- 
mitted in October, and her case was one of 
considerable interest. Her disease had exist- 
ed some years, and was an intense psoriasis, 
affecting many parts, but the forearms and 
bands universally. Her head ached , and she 
was drowsy . I bled her repeatedly, and the ! 
blood was often buffed. She took diluted , 
sulphuric acid three times a day ; at first 
20 minims, and gradually more and more 
till the dose was 100. She was kept to low 
diet. Though she had been ill many years, 
she soon recovered, and when she went out, 
had no longer psoriasis, but a slight degree 
of, distinct lepra: only, however, a few 
spots in the back of the fore-arm, which she 
did not consider sufficient to make it worth 
her while to stay longer in the hospital. 

Two cases of lepra were also presented, 
marked by dark redness of the spots, and 
an ulcer, in ODe case, of the tongue, in the 
other, of the throat. They were easily cured 
with mercury. A case of leucorrhcea, in 
which an injeotjon of nitrate of silver had 
been very beneficial ; and a case of acute 
phrenitis, which some would have called 
fever, but which soon yielded to local bleed- 
ing, mercury, and low diet, were presented 
at the same time. 

The patients admitted on the 6th were 
four women and seven men;' the former 
labouring under gastralgia, haematemesis, 
rheumatism, and syphilitic nodes; the latter 
under pericarditis, inflammatory headach 
after a blow, three under rheumatism, one 
under syphilitic lepra and lichen, and one 
under syphilitic pains. 


THE LANCET. 

London, Saturday , * /an. 22, 1831. 

The members of the medical profession, 
whether of the English, Irish, or Scotch 
Colleges, of the English, Irish, or Scotch 
Universities, of the English, Irish, or Scotch 
Medical Companies, must not for a moment 
forget that we have of late entered very 
minutely and diffusely into the discussion of 
medical mis-legislation and abuses, with a 
view to their immediate and permanent re- 
moval. Medicine has too long been dis- 
tracted by contradictory and illiberal laws, 
and the rights of the members have been 
abridged by nearly all those men of station 
who have professed to be influenced in their 
conduct by the desire of securing the wel- 
fare of the profession and the health of the 
community. The empty pretensions, how- 
ever, of the would-be patriots have been 
fully exposed, and our persecuted brethren 
are now instructed that there is no hope of 
redemption, but from that which is founded 
upon their knowledge and exertions. When 
we recollect that the members of the medi- 
cal profession constitute one of the most 
numerous, and by far the most learned, body 
of men in the United Kingdom, every other 
feeling merges to amazement on beholding 
their care-worn, degraded, and miserable 
position. While they have been undeviat- 
ingly exercising their faculties in order to 
lessen the miseries and sufferings of others, 
they have betrayed a shameful indifference 
to their own wants, and to the necessities of 
their contemporaries. With the vast influ- 
ence they must possess amongst all ranks 
of society, it is quite clear that nothing but 
the most culpable inactivity could have left 
medical men, at the present advanced era, 
so disgustingly prostrate before their impo- 
tent oppressors. The medical Colleges and 
Companies are the pest-houses of the pro- 
fession. This has long been known $ yet in 
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no instance baa the profession come forward 
as a body, as an assemblage of intelligent 
men, determined to rid themselves of the 
cankers which had been preying upon their 
vitals, to effect their annihilation, or even 
their partial overthrow. The foundation of 
these institutions is so rotten, and the 
means hitherto adopted for their support, 
have been so corrupt, that they would fall, 
never to rise again, before a single well- 
directed impulse of public opinion. If the 
members of the profession had not breathed 
the foul air generated by collegiate impuri- 
ties ; if they had not been most foolishly 
taught to yield a slavish obedience, and 
to view with submissive respect,* the self- 
appointed dispensers of medical law and 
patronage, they would long since have been 
freed from the galling shackles of their thral- 
dom. Voltaire has said truly, that men who 
have been long inured to the darkness of 
slavery, are the last to seek to obtain, or to 
enjoy when they have obtained it, the light 
and blessings of liberty. Strong, powerful, 
masculine minds, at once shrink back, flushed 
with rage and indignation, on beholding the 
tyranny of our Colleges, and the hideous ef- 
fects of corporate misrule. Hence it is, that , 
the well-informed portion of the public, men j 
of liberality and learning, are shocked and in- 
dignant beyond expression, at the exposure 
of those abuses which have been commu- 
nicated to the public within the last few 
years, — abuses, however, to which the 
members of the profession have tamely sub- 
mitted during many successive generations. 
The fact that the colleges have never, in 
any one instance, added to the stores of our 
knowledge, have never contributed by any 
well-known act of their own, to advance the 
interests of science, to enlarge the privi- 
lege* of their brethren, or to extend the 
boundaries of human research, must, with 
nil liberal minds, decide their character, and 
point at once to the motives by which their 
whole conduct has been actuated. But thus 
it ever has been and ever will be, where 
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“ the few” have the power to domineer over 
“the many.” Irresponsible to those for 
whom they legislate, they seek only to 
j minister to their own appetites for aggran- 
| dizement. Public benefit is not for a mo- 
ment considered. Worse still. From their 
being in possession of ill-acquired wealth, 
they hold in their own hands the perfidious 
means of debauching, of apostatising, those 
minds which from time to [time may have 
discovered and denounced the cruel results 
of corporate tyranny and mis- government. 
The power of the whole of the colleges in 
this respect is appalling, and the manner in 
which it has at once been exercised and sub- 
mitted to, casts a shade upon the whole of the 
human character — induces us to look with 
hatred and contempt upon all monopolists, 
with feelings of deep suspicion, upon the 
exertions of every self-dubbed patriot. 

Of all the monsters, of all the abandoned 
and ; stony-hearted creatures, that wear the 
human form, or infest society, there are none 
to equal in black ingratitude and treacherous 
debasement, those men who, to live upon the 
fruits of corruption, turn their backs upon a 
a just and noble cause. At once the be- 
trayers of their friends and the submissive 
tools of knavery, they are the bitterest ene- 
mies of human kind. They are Bpies, trai- 
| tors, villains. Whenever these tergiversa- 
| tors are detected and exposed, to withhold 
| punishment is to participate in their guilt. 
Public indignation, like the lightning’s 
flash, should scare the heartless wretches, 
should mark them out as guilty offenders 
against God and man, and blight their every 
hope of enjoyment, even amidst the fasci- 
nating and sumptuous allurements of colle- 
giate banquets. It must be confessed, that 
that if the heart of a man have not the power 
to resist temptations proffered by indivi- 
duals whom he knows to be dishonest, the 
cause from which he may have withdrawn 
loses but little from the absence of his head. 
Without firmness in justice, however, he 
may be steady in iniquity, and carry with 
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the sacrifice 9 f bis integrity/ a double power > 
bqcapse in bt? person .are blended tbe mis- 
obievoiis qualities of spy and tyrant. What- 
ever may have been the wealth of medical 
colleges, i| is fortunate, probably, for tbe 
hpnour of our profession, that there have 
been but few patriots to be corrupted ; at 
least there have been few men who have 
avowedly stood before tbe profession as tbe 
Champions of liberalism. Had there been 
more, we might even now have been la- 
menting oyer their fall, & indeed, it be pos- 
sible to deplore a descent froip an elevation 
Which could have been acquired by no other 
efforts than such as were dictated by a spirit 
pf by ppcrisy ? apd which could only have been 
maintained, even in its short-lived endur- 
ance, by pxertions founded upon a premed- 
itated abandonment of principle. Let us 
bppe, earnestly hope, that neither in pur 
London colleges, nor in tbe ranks of the pro- 
fession out of those institutions, there can be 
found so base a creature as an a post at* — 
any individual to whom that horrid epithet 
jpan be justly applied ; and as it i? our 
duty tp visit the knaves with the bitterest 
( execration when they are discovered, so is 
it pur duty never to condemn hastily, nor 
without the surest, the most convincing evi- 
dence of guilt. 

Of «U the means by which it is in jtbe 
jppwer of the authorities s of the medical 
colleges of this metropolis to corrupt the 
minds of the younger members of the pro- 
fession, and seduce them into the ranks pf 
the monopolists, tbe most alluring are to be 
found in our various hospitals. Let us view, 
for an instant the connexion which has p© 
long existed, and still exists, between our 

■ ‘ ■ 1 

hospitals and the Colleges of physicians 
and Surgeons. If there be a vacancy for a 
physician, has any man the sligfytst cbaqce 
,pf success, if he be openly opposed by these ! 
Colleges L further, has a graduate of the | 
f University of Edinburgh the slightest chaupe J 
of qhtpuung the vacant office if the College ; 


T 

•have a ** Fellow/* whom it H defiroas of pa* 
tronisingl Have we not seen very recently 
a Youyn — in medical experience at least a 
youth — thrust into the Middlesex Hospital, 
into an honorary office in his own College, 
into a lectureship ip the King's College, 
and even into the lung’s palace! Yet wp 
verily believe that bis name, sa far ss 
medical science ie concerned, is not known 
six yards from his own door. Combination 
on th? part of the Colleges for the promo^ 
tion of their favourites, is a part of the sys? 
tem. The youth to whom we have just re? 
ferred, is about to be united in wedlock to the 
daughter of Mr. Baron Vaughan, “ who 
has lately been in the West to dispense law, 
and not to inquire into grievances.” This Mr. 
Baron Vaughan is brother to Sir H. Hal* 
ford, tbe president of tbe College of Phy? 
sieians, bulletin-signer to bis late Majesty, 
and procurcur general medical to bis pre- 
sent Majesty. This young physician, there- 
fore, is to be nephew by marriage to Sip 
FI. Halford. “ Nepotism” is the motto 
pf tl^e Colleges ; and in standing lor the 
daughter of Mr. Baron Vaughan, deeprated 
With the insignia of his various offices, this 
“ fortunate ” is deemed to be an eligible can- 
didate for any office within the circle pf the 
President’s family -system. 

Between the College of Surgeons and the 
hospitals there exists the same description 
of undignified, unhallowed, connexion. Sif 
Asteey Cpo?f r is one of the Court of Ex- 
aminers, Sergeant-Surgeon to his Majesty, 
Consulting Surgeon to Guy ’a Hospital, late 
Lecturer on Surgery at St. Thomas’s Hos- 
pital. Mr. Tyrrell, of tbe same hospital, 
is pephew to Sir Astlby by marriage j Mr. 
Gnexn is his godson, and Mr. Travers was 
his apprentice. At Guy’s Hospital, Mr. 
Callaway was Sir Astley’s apprentice, 
Mr. Morgan was his apprentice, Mr. Key 
was his apprentice, and is his nephew by 
marriage; Mr. Branssy Cooper was his 
[apprentice, and his nephew by Wood. 
This is the medfoo-chirurgicotgpnealogical 
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tret. The happy pa tres families are Sir A. 
Goqfkr end Sir H. Halfobo. We can 
look upon llie branches with complacency, 
but the fruit it bloodstained, and those who 
seek it traverse through endless mazes 
studded with briars and thorns. The influ- 
ence of such a system of favouritism upon 
the minds of the junior members of the 
profession, may be readily conjectured, but 
it defies description . It is calculated to de- 
stroy every fine and noble feeling, to en- 
tirely repress the ardour of scientific in- 
quiry, and to degrade men of talent, spirit 
and independence, to the condition of syco- 
phants, courtiers, and knaves. The by-law 
in our hospitals which stipulates, that the 
candidates to be eligible for the office of 
surgeon must have served an apprenticeship 
to one of the officers of the establishment, 
is another part of the family system. Hence 
it is that students from the country, what- 
ever m*y be their industry, however mark- 
ed may be their genius, however exten- 
sive their acquirements, never have the 
least hope of preferment in our hospi- 
tals. No. They have not paid the five or 
.eight-hundred-guinea fee: consequently their 
elevation would be an unpardonable profa- 
nation to the saintly monopolisers of medi- 
cal pluralities. If this system of nepotism 
in the abstract be so detestable that every I 
liberal mind must shrink from it. iu disgust, 
with what horror must the humane and in- 
telligent practitioner reflect upon its conse- 
quences ! The poor patients ! Alas for the 
unfortunate patients! A, B, or C, is not 
jnade a hospital surgeon because be has sig- 
nalised himself in the practioe of his pro- 
fession ; because be is remarkable for bis 
knowledge of the principles of surgery; 
because he is noted for kindness of dispo- 
sition, punctuality, or industry, — but be- 
cause be happens to have been the appren- 
tice of D, E, or F, a surgeon of the hospital. 
Jlig competency for the office is not at all 
germain to the question. Suck a thing is 
never considered ; it is not relevant. With 


| the advocates of the system, —men not less 
I guilty than the fclou Long, who also hat 
his “ system **— the effects of such appoint- 
ments upon the poor patients are not deemed 
worthy of consideration. They may be neg- 
lected, mutilated, and slaughtered, but 
their agonising groans and cries tan never 
reach the hard-hearted supporters of nepo- 
tism. These, then, are the steps taken by 
the hopeful youth who ascends the lad- 
der of hospital and collegiate preferment. 
14 Walking " apprentice!* 44 Dressing!' 
apprentice ! t “ Dissecting" apprentice!^ 
Demonstrator of anatomy !$ Surgeon to a 
dispensary got up by his friends ! || Surgeon 
to the hospital,— where he served his appren- 
ticeship ! IT Lecturer on anatomy or sur- 
gery ! ** Member of the Anatomical So- 
ciety ! ft Member of the Council of the Col- 


lege in Lincoln’s Inn Fields ! tt Member of 
the Court of Examiners $§ in the same Col- 


lege ! — Summus honores , President of the 
self-perpetuating << Vingt-un." These are 
the steps of the professional ladder ascended 
by the youth, who has the good fortune to 


observe inscribed upon the first 44 round," 
Hospital indentures. That 4< round "|M ism 
fulcrum composed of metal, wonderfully 
elastic so springy, that the elevation of 
the aspirant produces painful astonishment 


• « Walking** apprentice. A youth who saunters 
through the wards a few yards from the train of the 
surgeon, vyith his hands in his pockets, and a piece 
of silk round his neck, covering an iron hoop, 
which effectually prevents the head from stooping 
to observe any thing so filthy as disease. 

t •* Dressing** apprentice. A youth who lias 
acted the part of “ walker** for two or three years, 
when he is permitted to tear out teeth, manufacture 
nice little aneurisms by bleeding, and very merito- 
riously to stagnate the blood in the lower extremities 
of old people, by gradually tightening bandages 
from the foot to the knee, until the upper part 
of the calf of each leg is reduced to a somewhat less 
size than the portion immediately above the antle. 

t 44 Dissecting** apprentice. A gmtlerain, as 
Mr. Cheels Bill.ustd to say, who higgles the sibjict, 
for licter. 


| Puff-and- kill-shop.— Venae. 

5 Mutilator.— Vemac. 

•• Gabbler on subjects of which he knows no- 
thing.— Joe Burnt. 

++ The extortioner’s club. This club is now in 
existence, and no u gabbler ** is admitted if he sell 
hi* trash at less than the regular kotpital price. 

tt 44 Certificate ** aud ** regulation** manufac- 
tory. 

t } Diploma-mongers. 

ill Query “ good round sum.**'— O'd Gad €. 
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in the beholders, by the suddenness with 
which it is accomplished. 

Now we would inquire of the opponents 
of reform and innovation, whether it be ( 
possible that a system like this can endure 
much longer, to the extreme injury of the 
public, and to the annoyance and insult of 
the whole profession 1 Is it possible that 
amidst the “ revolutionary” changes which 
have been recently effected by knowledge, 
by the mere force of enlightened opinion j 
directed against institutions which have 
been guarded by thousands of hired assas- 
sins — is it possible, we say, that amidst 
the delightful conversions from corruption 
to purity which have of late, in so many 
parts of Europe, enraptured the intelligent 
and liberal •'minded, that this base and 
noxious system of favouritism, misrule, and 
nepotism, can long remain unchanged, un- 
broken, in the metropolis of a country cele- 
brated throughout the world for the genius 
and learning of her philosophers? 

Will any man deny that the whole fabric 
of medical government ought to undergo an 
immediate and radical change? — That the 
rights of the Members should be protected ? 
— That the offices of trust and emolument 
should be bestowed on the most deserving, 
and that where there is equality of talent, 
there should be equality of privileoe and 
title? Again and again we say, then, 
Prepare for the establishment of a New 
College — an institution through which no 
breath must be wafted save that of liberality. 
Disfigured by no privileged t€ orders,” its 
doors will be open to all. Wo unto those, 
whose aristocratic conceit and blindness 
may prevent them from discovering the 
portico ! 


The Russian Cholera. — Magnesia and 
a cataplasm of bay seeds, have cured the 
cholera at Smolensko. Nicholas, before the 
Polish revolt, told the five great powers, 
that no soldier should pass his frontier with- 
out their leave. W here is now the despot’s 
promise ? 


MEDICAL GOVERNMENT AND 

EDUCATION IN IRELAND. 

v 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — According to promise, I propose 
to point out the advantages and disadvan- 
tages of the system of surgical educatiou by 
apprenticeship in this country. In order to 
remove an impression which might prove 
injurious to the discussion, that 1 am preju- 
diced iu favour of this. system, I must in- 
form you that I am not at all indebted to it, 
but, on the contrary, should be materially 
served by its total abolition. Oil my own 
exertions, and the more valuable exertions 
of my colleague, depends the income which 
I derive from teaching anatomy ; and if it 
can be shown that there exists any law, ar- 
rangement, or plan, which gives us an unfair 
advantage over the youngest aod least- 
noticed competitor in the same field, we are 
ready to surrender it. We ask ouly to par- 
ticipate in common rights, and spurn the 
prop or aid of monopoly or usurpation. 

The undefined and scarcely- tangible ob- 
jections to this system are first to be dealt 
with ; the principle upon which it is esta- 
blished is next to be considered ; then the 
practical results ; and, finally, the reason of 
its adoption by the Irish College explained. 

I find iu a tirade called an introductory 
lecture, and published “ at request of 
friends,” the following effusion. “ It is, 
however, deeply to be regretted, that the 
members of the College of Surgeons in Ire- 
land, in seeking for a new charter, do not 
seize this favourable opportunity of raising 
themselves to the grade which they ought to 
hold in society , by annulling the unneces-. 
sary and disparaging appendage of ap- 
prenticeships altogether, the only remaining 
badge that marks the degradation to which 
the most useful of all professions was re- 
duced in ignorant and half-civilized times:” 
and again, he would improve the system of 
education, “ by raising surgery above the 
rank or trad? of a handicraft,” and much 
more of the same kind of stuff. This is utter 
nonsense ; I would call it folly, did I not 
know that there was a method in the mad- 
ness, — a shrewd bartering of empty praise 
for solid pudding. If the orator meant to 
assert that the apprenticed surgical pupil is 
degraded in his own estimation, or in the 
estimation of others, or to insinuate that the 
members of the Irish College, thus educated, 
hold a rank in society inferior to any other 
class of medical practitioners, he asserted 
and insinuated what no one believes. I un- 
derstand the lawyers say that the execution 
of the indenture of apprenticeship involves 
the forfeiture of heraldry ; if this be so, well 
may the wndidftle for the honours of surgi* 
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cal aristocracy denounce the system which 
authorises the herald's officer to expuoge 
the towering crest and emblazoned eschut- 
cheon from the coach pannel, or the esquire 
from the double wore and hot-pressed title- 
page. It is certainly true that the compact 
between the teacher and pupil is perfected 
and legalized by the usual law-trumpery 
paper, an indenture, but it is equally true 
that the covenants are all nugatory and ridi- 
culous, except that which binds the master 
to instruct his pupil, or causes him to be 
taught or instructed , in return for the fee of 
one hundred and fifty guineas. In proof of 
this, I may ask the resigning patriot whether 
he ever felt inclined to carry into effect the 
words of the indenture, by teaching his ap- 
prentices their trade with due correction, or 
took much trouble to amend their marrying, 
play* going, or gambling propensities. I 
repeat it, that no degradation of profes- 
sional character whatsoever has followed 
from the adoption of the system of educa- 
tion by apprenticeship. . 

In the same notable introductory lecture 
to a course on anatomy and physiology , 
luckily the only specimen ok* our author's 
proficiency in this branch of science, I also 
find the following ; speaking of the assist- 
ance which the master affords the pupil in 
after life, “ and how is this patronage ac- 
quired 1 By a bribe in the shape of an ap- 
prentice-fee, for which, under the present 
system, the senior of the profession en- 
gage to overlook and discountenance merit, 
however pre-eminent, in all who have not 
purchased this favour by a timely douceur .’* 
And who writes this? The most greedy 
scrambler after those very bribes and dou- 
ceurs ; the man who, previous to writing 
this, pocketed six thousand guineas by the 
trade, and since that time, fifteen hundred 
more, and who tothis very moment watches 
for his dole with intense and* jealous 
anxiety.# But such is the quackery of the 
day ; the thief with his hand in your pocket, 
descants on the immoral tendency of disho- 
nest practices ; the sot in the temperance 
society hiccups forth orations against drunk- 
enness ; the charlatan heads his fulsome ad- 
vertisement, “ Quackery is the death of 
thousands and the virtuous master of fifty 
apprentices weeps over the depravity of 
surgeons who take bribes in the shape of 
apprentice fees. 

I proceed now to consider, whether there 
is any-thing in the nature of the system of 
education by apprenticeship, which entitles 
it to a fair and candid consideration, with 
other plans adopted or suggested for pro- 
viding the community with properly-edu- 
cated practitioners. The first great requi- 
site towards the attainment of a perfect 
system of surgical education, is the un- 
limited admission: of the student to every 


source of knowledge which the institutions 
of the country afford ; and the question now 
at issue is, whether this desirable object is 
as attainable by the service of an appren- 
ticeship as by any other plan ; premising 
that, in the present anomalous aud rotten 
condition of the institutions which regulate 
medical and surgical education in these 
countries, this great object can be only 
partially attained. In no case does the ap- 
prenticeship secure to the pupil unlimited 
admission to every source of knowledge ; 
but in many cases the sources thrown opeu 
are of great value, and in most cases the 
opportunities of acquiring information are 
very good ; the comparative advantage to 
the pupil must, however, depend upon the 
choice he has made of a master. The hos- 
pital surgeon may afford peculiar advantages 
in his department, the anatomical teacher 
in his, and the young man without these 
resources supplies the deficiency by per- 
sonal diligent attention to the details of his 
pupils* education. Upon this difference as 
to opportunities is founded the present 
practice in Dublin with respect to appren- 
tices. The hospital surgeon of high pro* 
fessional character gives his apprentice the 
advantage of his extensive practice, public 
and private, but beyond that the pupil must 
take care of himself ; the younger surgeon 
destitute of these advantages, secures to hi# 
pupil the means of acquiring information, 
by paying for his admission to hospitals and 
lectures. I have heard the high-minded and 
public-spirited denouncer of bribes and 
douceurs to whom I have so often alluded, 
declaim against the latter as a system of 
pettyfogging. In his vocabulary, petty- 
fogging I suspect means underselling, trade- 
spoiling, and his stern virtue is alarmed for 
the man who, having received an hundred- 
and-fifty guineas from his pupil, is after- 
ward so unprincipled as to disburse a por- 
tion of so sacred a fund for the good of that 
pupil, notwithstanding that he is bound by 
the indenture to “ instruct his apprentice, 
or cause him to be taught and instructed.’* 
Now it appears to me that this plan, 
adopted by the younger members of the 
profession as the only one by which they 
could be enabled to participate iu the ad- 
I vantages which must otherwise he engrossed 
by those circumstanced as our introductory 
lecturer, will prove highly advantageous to 
the interests of the students, and, conse- 
quently, of the school. It settles at once, 
practically, the real nature of the compact 
between the parties. The pupil pays and 
the master educates. The successful issue of 
the arrangement must, however, depend 
upon the honest execution of the compact : 
the pupil reposes a confidence in the master, 
which must not be betrayed. I have di- 
gressed from the point at issue > it is, whe- 
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ther admission of the student to the sources 
of professional knowledge, is as attainable 
by the apprenticeship as by other existing 
plans. I have shown that the pupil is en- 
titled, from the nature of the compact with 
bis master, to receive instruction, and 1 
Lave admitted that the extent and nature of 
that instruction may vary according to cir- 
cumstances. I am now prepared to show, 
by an appeal to facts, that this instruction 
Las been afforded, and that the education of 
the Irish apprentices has been much more 
extensive than that required by any College 
of Surgeons in these kingdoms. 

The introductory lecturer, of New York 
and Berlin celebrity, with a degree of truth 
and candour truly characteristic, in speak- 
ing of surgical education in Dublin, previ- 
ous to the alteration in the College charter. 
Bays, that the charter enacted “ that no per- 
son shall be admitted tc^ an examination, 
who has not served an apprenticeship to a 
regularly educated surgeon ; and this is the I 
only test of qualification demanded from the ! 
pupil by this corporation charter. No at* I 
tendance upon lectures ; no attendance upon 
hospitals; no dissections ore required, by 
the framers of this wise sample of legisla- 
tion.” The professor of anatomy and chi* 
rurgery in Trinity College, made a similar 
Statement before a committee of the House 
of Commons; him i forgive; he knew 
nothing of the matter; but the other, — 
** mark how a plain tale will put this fellow 
down.” In 1784, when the charter was 
granted, there was no surgical school in 
Dublin, nor was there any other mode of 
education than that by apprenticeship ; 
subsequently, after the school was esta- 
blished, it was not found necessary to insist 
upon exercises, the pupils were under the 
eyes of their masters, and had hospital prac- 
tice, dissections, and lectures ad libitum at 
a very trifling expense, and availed them- 
selves of these advantages; they wanted 
to learn Burgery, and they learned it with- 
out compulsion, in later years, when pu- 
pils multiplied, and education became a 
lucrative employment, restrictions were 
imposed, and pupils finding neglect of 
business economical, relaxed in diligence. 
The charter gave no power to correct this 
evil ; so far the statement of the patient is 
titeraihf true ; but the College adopted a 
plan which answered the purpose most 
effectually. 

- They said to the student, “ Sir, it is true 
that we cannot refuse you an examination 
according to the provisions of the charter 
if you have served an apprenticeship, but 
you will do well to afford us some additional 
proof of your diligence and opportunities.” 
The consequence was, the candidate for let- 
ters testimonial laid all his certificates be- 
fore the court of examiners, and custom es- 


tablished what the strict law bad emitted, 

I have now before me, a schedule setting 
forth the number and nature of the certifi- 
cates produced by one hundred candidates 
at this period ; of these I find that eighty 
showed certificates of hospital attendance for 
about five years each, and the remaining 
twenty for about three, with the exception 
of three or four who appear to have attended 
only two or two years and a half. The title 
state of the case is this. The sons of citizens 
apprenticed to hospital-surgeons in the city 
attend their hospitals during the entire pe- 
riod of their apprenticeships, with intervals 
of salutary relaxation which sometimes 
might, in less agreeable language, be de* 
scribed as idleness ; pupils from the coun- 
try apprenticed in Dublin, attend at least 
every winter season, and often one or two 
summer seasons, — the apprentices of the sur- 
geons of county infirmaries, remain with 
their masters in tbe country for four or five 
years, and afterward attend the classes and 
hospitals in Dublin for two or more, and a 
capital education that is. The apprentices 
of Dublin surgeons who are not attached to 
hospitals, generally attend for five seasons 
or three years. By reference to tbe same 
schedule, I find that the dissections and at- 
tendance on anatomical and surgical lectures 
have corresponded with the hospital atten- 
dance, being, at an average, from three to 
five years ; in fact, when the pupil is in 
town, he is generally employed in the hos» 
pital or dissecting-room, or in attendance on 
lectures. The education was, however, de* 

| fective in other branches ; certificates were 
; not always produced for attendance on lec- 
tures on chemistry, materia medica, practice 
of medicine, midwifery, or medical jurispru- 
dence : this has since been remedied, and the 
candidate must now produce at least one cer- 
tificate for each of these subjects. 

Now reader, if you be a candid reader, 
scrutinize this statement, and contrast it 
with that of the introductory lecturer, “ that 
the college required no attendance on lec- 
tures, hospitals, or dissections,” and know 
that he was cognizant of these facts, aod fa- 
miliar with the practice, — having sat on tbe 
court of examiners for perhaps ten leng 
years. Yet does he thus libel an institution 
the honour and dignity of which he bad 
sworn to maintain. Also, let me ask whe- 
ther the system of education by apprentice^ 
ship, is tbe disgraceful, reprehensible, in-* 
efficient, and destructive contrivance which 
it has been described, or whether it is not 
entitled to a trial in that soale which 1 hope 
to see, sooner or later, set up to determine 
tbe comparative weight and value of the 
different plans adopted or suggeated for pro- 
viding for the community properly educated 
medical practitioners. Let it not be sup- 
posed that I would wish to see this system 
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fdopted exclusively ; or the contrary, I know 
that its exclusive adoption baa been, and 
woijdd be 4 attended with injurious conse- 
quences. I havf jet to shew, at greater 
length, its advantages and disadvsntoges, 
and to exhibit the results which have fol- 
lowed the adoption of the system in this 
country. 1 have also to contrast this mode 
of education with (he poore usual one of call- 
ing for certificates, and to prove the false- 
hood of the calumpious insinuations, that 
the College bad, for filthy lucre, extended 
indulgence to pupils educated by appren- 
ticeship, to the prejudice of those educated 
in a different manner, which I propose to do 
in my nextcomjnunicauon. 

An. J. 


CASS o* 

QOMPOUND FRACTURE 

or THE 

CRANIUM, 

Accompanied with Hernia Cerekri , and er- 
tensive Sloughing of the Substance of the 
Brain. — Recovery . 

By W. J. West, Esq., Surgeon, Tonbridge . 

Master Parker, a young gentleman aged 
14 years, was, on the 10th of February 1830, 
thrown from a horse, and received an exten- 
sive fracture of the right side of the skull 
over the coronal suture. He was stunned 
by the fall, but soon recovered sufficiently 
to walk some distance. On examining the 
Jfqund, I found au irregular opening of the 
size of a dollar, through which the brain and 
membranes protruded, in quantity equal to 
the. size of a pullet’s egg; the latter .were 
ruptured and the brain was scattered about ; 
some hemorrhage eusued, whict) was allowed 
lo go on, as he bad, rallied from the imme- 
diate effects of the injury. The bone wap 
po much comminuted that part was lost, and 
several portions were driven into the sub- 
stance of the brain ; some of these were im- 
mediately rerpoyed, and the wound whs 
dressed jn the simplest manner, with lint 
• »oakedin blood, without the slightest pres- 
sure being used, or any attempt made to re- 
place or remove the protruded brain. He 
.was partly insensible ; the pupils were di- 
4ated, the pulse was slower than natural, and 
there was frequent vomiting, which con- 
tinued for twenty-four hours. Qn the fal- 
lowing day, the lfth, he had alight pain in 
the head, and fever; pulse 90 ; more sensi- 
ble, A dose, of qalomel and jalap had beeu 
given the. night before, and this was now 
followed up with saline aperients and anti* 
£M>nia)s, spirit lotion was constantly ap- 
plied to the head, and thg antiphlogistic re- 
gimen strictly adhered ‘to. Under this treat- 


ment the febrile excitement, gradually sub- 
sided, and as he was proceeding well, nothing 
was done to the wound till the twelfth day. 
The diessipgs were then removed in the 
most cautious manner, and I discovered that 
the portion of brain which had protruded 
had sloughed away, and the sloughing had 
extended considerably within the cranium, 
The wound was dressed with simple cerate, 
and a poultice, placed over it, produced a 
discharge so copious as to require dressing 
twice a day, when small portions of brain 
were seen floating in the discharge. He 
was now put on a more generous diet, and 
the sulphate of quinine was given three 
times a day. The wound in a short time 
assumed a healthy appearance, and began tq 
granulate ; several small portions of bone 
exfoliated from time to time ; and at the exr 
piration of between four and five months 
the wound was completely healed. 

Remarks. — I consider this case interest- 
ing as showing how large a portion of brain 
(at leasts ten or twelve drachms) may be lost 
without the slightest derangement or inter- 
ruption to the faculties of the mind ; nearly 
a year has now elapsed since the occurrence 
of the injury ; the young gentleman is able 
to attend to his studies, and both in mind 
and body is as well as he was before the 
accident. 

Tonbridge, Jan, 15th, 1831. 


OPERATION FOR CRURAI. HERNIA AT 

st. George’s hospital. 


To the Editoi' of Thb Lancet. 

Sir, -^-H aving furnished yon with the re* 
port of the case of Sarah Smith, 1 beg to 
state with reference to the letter of Mr. 
Smith, which appeared in the last Lancet, 
that that account was correct in every pai* 
ticular, except that I stated Mr. Smith had 
recommended the woman to go to tfie hos- 
pital on Saturday, whereas his own letter 
states that he did not give this advice to the 
poor woman until Sunday evening. Mr. 
Smith ought to bear in mind, that ray re- 
port contained a statement only of the wo- 
man’s case while she was in the hospital ; and 
I can again assure both Mr. Smith and your 
readers, that there was no vomitiug from 
the time she was admitted until alter tha 
operation ; neither was there any tenseness. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

The Reporter. 

St, George’s Hospital, Jan. }9th, 1831. 
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COUNTRY BONE-8ETTER8. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — Although I have read every Num- 
ber of your excellent periodical, I do not 
recollect that you have ever alluded to a 
peculiar class of interlopers who designate 
themselves bone-setters, and who infest more 
particularly the county of Lincoln. 

When an accident happens, a surgeon is 
sent for on the spur of the moment, who ex- 
amines the limb, and perhaps finds the in- 
jury to be nothing more than a severe con- 
tusion or sprain, and accordingly orders 
leeches, evaporating lotions, &c.; but in 
the course of a few days the surgeon is 
surprised to find that his patient has de- 
camped and gone to consult a bone-setter, 
when he is sure to be told, if the injury 
occurred to the fore- arm, that the splinter 
bone, or the main bone, is broken ; or if it 
is the hip which has received an injury, 
then the hock is sure to be out. No matter 
what the nature of the disease or injury, 
those sagacious animals are sure to discover 
a fracture or dislocation ; for if they fail to 
do this, there is no fee for them to receive. 

The first thing a person applying to a 
bone-setter is told, is, that Mr. so-and-so 
has treated the case very improperly, and 
that if it were not for the ignorance of sur- 
geons and apothecaries, bone-setters would 
have nothing to do. In fact it is customary 
with them to give an opposite opinion to 
any regularly-educated medical practitioner, 
ana the annoyance which the general prac- 
titioner experiences in consequeuce, may 
be easily imagined. 

Patients frequently take up their abode 
with bone-setters for several weeks, or as 
long as they con be persuaded to remain 
with them, to be rubbed with green oils; 
and many paupers, when they meet with 
accidents, are sent to bone-setters, by order 
of their respective parishes. 

The truth is, in some parts of Lincoln- 
shire, bone-setting, as it is called, is almost 
monopolized by the aforesaid individuals ; 
and so infatuated are the lower, and even 
some of the higher classes, that they seem to 
think that surgeons can know nothing about 
the nature and treatment of fractures and 
dislocations ; however, it is impossible to 
convince them to the contrary. They con- 
sider bone-setting quite a separate depart- 
ment, with which surgeons ought to have 
nothing to do ! 

Sir Astley Cooper in bis Treatise on Dis- 
locations and Fractures of the Joints (p. 19, 
edit. 6), speaks of bone-setters in the follow- 
ing terms : — 

“ A child was brought to me from one of 
the counties north of London, for whom re- 
peated extensions had been made by one of 
those people called bone-setters, but who 


ought rather to be called dislocat&rs , for a 
supposed dislocation of the hip-joint. Upon 
examination, 1 found the case to be that 
disease of the hip which is so common in 
children; and for this only was a child 
wantonly exposed to a most painful exten- 
sion. That in this enlightened country men 
without education should be suffered with 
impunity to degrade a most useful profes- 
sion, and torture those who have the folly 
or the simplicity to apply to them, is a dis- 
grace to our laws that calls loudly for pre- 
vention.” 

Here I may mention the names of some 
of the most notorious bone-setters, viz. 
Mason of Coningsby, who attends Sleaford 
market ; old Roads of Mareham, who was 
formerly a butcher , and Trolly, who lives in 
the wolds and attends Boston market, 
j Cases similar to the above are of almost 
every-day occurrence, and yet the council 
of the College of Surgeons does not make 
the slightest effort to remedy the evil. Why 
is the surgical the only profession unpro- 
tected by law 1 How much longer are his 
Majesty’s subjects to be butchered ? I do 
not exaggerate when I assert that there is 
not a medical man of respectability in the 
extensive county of Lincoln, who would not 
gladly sign a petition to obtain an act of 
Parliament to prohibit unqualified persons 
practising surgery, for the college charter 
protects neither the profession nor the pub- 
lic from the injurious effects of surgical 
empiricism. 

I remain, Sir, 

Your constant reader and admirer. 

One of the Annoyed. 


SIR GILBERT BLANg’s GOLD MEDAL* 

To the Editor o/Thk Lanckt. 

Sir, — There is no man who entertains 
a higher respect for the above talented 
| physician than myself, and I feel pride and 
I exultation that the naval medical service 
has produced so bright an ornament as the 
philosopher, the man, and the physician. 
Sir Gilbert Blane. jf His zeal for science in 
general, his regard for the naval service of 
his country, I know to be unbounded ; but 
“ to err is human and I am sorry to say 
that I think this distinguished man has done 
so with regard to his gold medal, which is 
to be awarded on the 12th of August, 1831, 
to those two naval surgeons, or assistants 
acting as surgeons, who shall produce the 
best journals of practice kept during the 
three preceding years ; such award to be 
made afterwards every two years. (Vide Ad- 
miralty Circular of the 7t)i of May, 1830, 
addressed to the medical officers of the royal 
navy, in Murray's Navy List for October , 
last). 
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Now, Mr. Editor, ray man knowing how, 
rad for what purpose, the naval surgeon’s 
“ Fair Journal" is got up, must smile at the 
shore proposal to test his abilities. 

It pleased “ the wisdom of our ancestors " 
of former naval medical boards (and our 
present medical commissioners being good 
and thorough -paced Scotchmen like not in- 
novations, and have therefore kept up the 
“ gude custom"), that the naval surgeon on 
passing his “ annual account" should trans- 
mit a journal of his practice, as one of the 
necessary documents for enabling him to 
obtain the usual certificate that he had fur- 
nished all things needful required of him 
by his instructions. 

Mr. Editor, I crave your patience a little, 
while I enter upon some dry details, which 
I consider necessary to elucidate andstrength- 
en the force of my objections. The surgeon 
of one of his Majesty’s ships is required to 
keep a “ Rough Journal." This, of course, 
he will do for his own information , and as a 
book of reference, and the notes are gene- 
rally made by one of his assistants under his 
dictation. He is required, when any dis- 
ease of an epidemic, or even suspicious, 
nature, shall appear in the ship, to fully re- 
port the same with his observations there- 
on, and the mode of treatment adopted, to 
the Board. In case of any death happening 
on board the ship, he is in like manner to 
send a detailed statement of the case, the 
treatment pursued, and the appearances on 
dissection. He is to keep a daily “ sick 
book** with the date of entry, name, age, 
quality, disease or wound, time put off the 
Ust, and how disposed of, of every man he 
shall see cause to excuse from duty, which 
book he is to present to the captain every 
morning, and a true copy of which he for- 
wards annually to the Board, as one of the 
documents necessary to obtain the certifi- 
cate to enable him to receive the balance of 
liis pay. And now to the point. He says, 
“I must have this d— — d nonsensical 

* Fair Journal * I have reported every case 
worth relating to the Board, in my monthly 

* Nosological Returns and now I must 
copy off a farrago of catarrhs, gonorrhoeas, 
pneumonias, and rheumatisms, which no 
tyro would take the trouble to peruse, or I 
cannot get my arrears of pay;" and down 
he sets ; to copy — what ? His notes 1 no 
such thing : he takes up his daily ** Sick 
Book," of which I have before spoken, and 
he finds, u Dec. 31, 1828, J. Thompson, 
tetcU. 3b, ab. catarrhas ; Jan. 8, 1829, dis- 
charged to duty." This is a nice abort case, 
and suita him to a T. Catarrh has such and 
suck symptoms, and the treatment is so and 
so, and on he passes to another and another, 
and thus in a few hours finishes the required 
document, not from facts, but from imagina- 
tion, well knowing that before the gold 


medal business, it was ten to one if the 
journal was ever looked at, except by the 
passing clerk to see that it was the proper 
document required by the rules of office. 
Again, what guarantee have the commis- 
sioners, that the journal was even written 
by the surgeon whose name it bears ; for 
very often , indeed, it is not written by him, 
the surgeon having hitherto looked upon his 
4 ‘ Fair Journal" as something like a custom- 
house oath, that would neither do him good 
nor harm, hut which he “ must have." If 
the Admiralty are really serious in sup- 
porting Sir Gilbert Blane’s proposal to cause 
a spirit of emulation among the surgeons of 
the navy, in the compilation of their “ Fair 
Journals," — if, I say, they are really anxi- 
ous to do this, honestly and impartially 
(and I doubt them not) , let them amend 
their resolution, and give notice that jour- 
nals from the l$f of January , 1831, are 
those to be examined for the gold medal ; 
and that the surgeon will he required to cer- 
tify upon his Uouour, that the subject matter 
of the journal is entirely his own, unaided 
and unassisted by any other person. 

How easy, Mr. Editor, under the exist- 
ing regulation, for a stupid fellow to say to 
his talented friend, “ li I could get thia 
gold medal it would serve me much ; I wish 
you would write up my journal in your best 
style, and I must be certain of it." 

Under any circumstances I much doubt 
the utility or advantage of the said medal- 
Perhaps the man who has the heat tact in 
practice is a bad descriptive writer, and 
it is at the bed-side that he shines. 1 think 
the criterion after all, as to the surgeon best 
entitled, should be the ratio of mortality 
shown by his journal or annual returns, 
rather than his descriptive powers in relat- 
ing a case. Then would the man of sound 
practice and discrimination triumph over 
the theorist, and florid author, and the re- 
ward of the industrious and tulented writer 
fall with double lustre on the deserving 
parties. 

I am. Sir, yours obediently. 

An Old Naval Surgeon. 

Dec. 1830. 


DEFENCE OF THE TREATMENT OF A 
CASE OF TYPilUS. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sib, — A s your valuable pages are always 
open to freedom of discussion, 1 have, ven- 
tured to send you for publication the follow- 
ing statement of a case which occurred in 
my practice a short time since. In the ob- 
servations about to he submitted to you, I 
disclaim all personal feeling ; nor should I 
hare deemed it incumbent upon me to soli*. 
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ME. KNOWLES’S CASK OF TYFHUS' 


cit yobr attention to the subject, bad not 
assertions been recently and publicly made, 
tending to affect my professional character. 

CssK.^-On Sunday the 29th August, 
about seven o’clock in the evening, I was 
sent for to Mr. Oeo. Sp&rkes, who had been 
ill, under the care of Mr. William Addison 
Of this place, for some time. The moment I 
aaw him, it struck me he was in articulo 
mortis , evidently sinking in die list stage 
of typhus, and I expressed myself to thst 
effect, vis , chat he was beyond all boman 
art to restore. The symptoms were these : — 
complete state of collapse, quite insensi- 
ble ; pupils dilated to their full extent; cold 
perspiration ; irregular distribution of heat 
m the extremities; subsultus ' tendinum ; 
pulse 50, intermitting and feeble; tongue 
perfectly black and horny ; teeth crusted 
over, and the power of deglutition nearly 
gone. On elevating the eye*lids, I found the 
eye had lost all sensibility to light and 
touch. The inode of treatment that sug- 
gested itself to me at this advanced period 
of the disease (in order to uphold what 
little of the vital spark remained), was the 
administration of winp, cordials, blisters, 
warm applications to the feet, and etherial 
lotion to the head. Notwithstanding my 
anxious and strenuous efforts to restore him, 
he gradually sunk, and expired on Tuesday 
morning, about thirty-four hours from the 
commencement of my attendance. Mr. Ad- 
dison considered that leeches were proper 
at this critical stage of the. disease ; and 
actually upon my arrival, there were nine or 
tan upon the temples ; my ideas were cer- 
tainly not in anison with his upon the oc- 
casion ; I considered the time had gone by 
for their application ; the excitement pro- 
duced by the disease had not been subdued 
by an early depletion, the consequence was, 
inflammatory action, congestion, and subse- 
quent effusion. Notwithstanding symptoms 
presented themselves that appeared to me 
declaratory of the latter affection, Mr. Ad- 
dison expressed himself perfectly satistied 
that it was sanguineous apoplexy, and that 
his brain (to use his own or similar words) 
was suffused with blood. Under this im- 
pression he called an inquest to ascertain if 
the means I had used had not facilitated the 
death of tjie patient : the result of the ex- 
amination was both interesting and satisfac- 
tory to me ; the brain was nearly divested 
of blood, and assumed a character difimetri- 
daily opposite to that which he had antici- 
pated. 

‘ Inwpectio Cadaver is. Wm. Clark, M.U. 
Prof, of Auat. to the> Univ. of Cambridge 
was the gentleman appointed to inspect thi 
body. The evidence given by him at the 
inquest was as follows:— 


“ I this day (Sept 1) examined the b«fly 
of deceased. The cavity of the abdomen : 
found his bowels and stomach nearly empty 
of all fluid and solid matter, but a good deal 
distended with air ; the coats of the sto- 
mach and bowels of a higher colour than 
natural, and the calibre of the intestines, in 
many plsces, considerably diminished; an 
intussusception of one part of the bowel, 
of about three inches, without adliesion to 
the parts ; the vessels of the intestines much 
loaded with blood, as were also bis splenic 
veins ; there were three gall-stones in gall- 
bladder, larger than a bean ; liver healthy* 
Cavity of the thorax : the lungs were sound, 
except that they adhered to the pericar- 
dium io some places ; the pericardium con- 
tained half an ounce of fluid; the heart un- 
usually large, and the right side of it con- 
tained very little blood, the blood appear- 
ing to have been collected in large veins. 
Cavity of the erhnium : veins of the dura 
mater turgid; the second arachnoid waa 
altered in colour and texture, was thick and 
tough, and of a milky appearance, and con- 
tained beneath it, as it passed from one con- 
volution of the cerebrum to another, a serous 
deposit. The substance of the brain was 
natural in consistence. I tbink the arteries 
were, when you made a section of the sub- 
stance of the brain, somewhat more distend- 
ed with blood than is, in my opinion, natu- 
ral ; there was fluid in the ventricles to the 
amount of au ouuce and a half, as near as 
I can guess. Cerebellum was sound, but 
on its surface the same milky appearance 
as of the arachnoid. From these appear- 
ances, 1 conclude that the patient laboured 
under fever, of which lie died, or its con- 
sequences. Undoubtedly the thickening of 
the arachnoid membrane was the conse- 
quence of inflammation, the effusion of the 
serouB fluid was the’ means by which na- 
ture relieved the vessels, unnaturally con- 
gested, and the f effusion upon the sur- 
face and into the cavities of the. brain,, is 
sufficient to account for the symptoms de- 
tailed, and also the death of the patientr 
The intussusception was caused by irrita^ 
bility of tbe muscular coat of the intestines^ 
and did not appear to me to have any- thing 
to do with the death of the patient ; deceased 
died clearly from natural causes. 1 should 
say, ho one can judge of tbe treatment of m 
case of fever who has not seen it himself 
in its progress. I should say, that when the 
patient was declining l should cense bleed- 
ing ; when active, inflammation prevailed I 
apliceive bleeding would be adopted; there 
was one stage of the illness when bleeding 
WM.Jaecessary." 

• 1 beg leave to state, that the two respect- 
able practitioners 1 called in on my behalf, 
perfectly coincided with no in sentiment; 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL^- DEMONSTRATORS. 


upon tli* feature of tile malady knd the plan 
Of treatment I adopted. 

I am, Sir, yow obedient eery ant, 
& L. Knowles, Surgeon* 
Scbtftn, Cambridgeshire, 

Sept* 15, 1830. 

\* The above communication, as will be 
supposed by the date, was forwarded to us 
aome months since, at which time, as the 
case did not present any particular features 
of interest, we did not feel called upon to 
insert it, hut we have since been informed 
by Mr. Knowles, that his professional repu- 
pu tat ion has been placed in jeopardy by 
charges of mistreatment ; and as the cftse 
was made the subject of judicial (inquiry, 
•nd as Mr. Knowles appears to think the 
publication of this letter will clear him of 
fhe imputation, we cheerfully afford space 
for it.— Ed. L, 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 

7b the Editor of The Lancet. 
SiRjrr-If you find the following extract 
from Dngdale’s Monasticon, relative to St. 
Thomas's Hospital, of sufficient interest, you 
will oblige me by inserting it. Yours, &c. 

John P e. 

st. Thomas’s hospital. 

“ Manning has given the following list 
of the Principals of this College, whom he 
Calls masters or wardens, priors or rectors 
u Amicius, 15 Job. a.d. 1214.— Adira de 
Mevtoo, 19 Hen. III., 1236.— Thomas de 
CodehaiH, 38 and 36 Hen. III.— Fulcher, 45 

Hen.Lll. — Adam . Richard da By kelps* 

wade resigned in 1283.— Richard de Hulur, 
el. 1295 ; he occurs again in 1317. — Stephen 
de Bykeleswade,13l7 ; he occurs in 1321. — 
William de Stanton, 1338 and 1342. — Wal- 
ter de Merlawe iu 1350 and 1351.— John 
de Bradewyn or Erode way, 1356.— Henry 
Yakesley, 1361 ; he died in 1377.— William 
de Welford cl. 1377.— 1 Thomas Goday was 
npp. by the Bishop 13 Dec., 1381 ; he died 
17 Dec. 1392. — Henry Grygge or Brygge, 
plias Clerk, 15 Jan. r 1393. — Henry Reed el. 
10 July, 1414.— Nicholas Bokelaodel. 1427. 
*— William Crosse el. 1447.— WilHam BCele, 
3 July, 1478. — John Burnham app. by the 
Bishop, 22 Nov., 1487.— Ricbasd Richard* 
iolt eh 26 Nov., 1501. — Richard Mabbett, 
22 May, 1528 ; he was the last master. The 
names of William de Crege, John Cbaloner, 

Robert , appear among the masters 

of the hospital, but without dote.” 

The following extract shows the value of 
the hospital at the seizure of the church 
property by Henry the Eighth : — 

** Abstract of Valofr Ecclesiasticus, 26 
Hen. viij. — Hospitals Sancti Thomse Mar- 
tyris in Southwark. 
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Com. Sdrr. £ & 

Southwark. Redd* et ten* ..246 It O 
Soutliwatkin eampo ShGeorgii 3 16 8 

Oxford et Chsl ford 2 0 0 

Dona fold.. 14 0 

Bodley, Lmmby et at* 7 6 8 

Hedrowe ...» 0 3 8 

Camerwell . 3 0 0 

Mychame et Wymbleton .... 3 6 8 

Katerham at Chaldon .... .. 1 0 O 

Sandoo; Manner’ red* .... 3 10 2 

Aacher 0 10 11 

Claygate 0 12 4 

Long Ditton et Tayl worth ,, 0 5 3 

Cheaingdon 0 17 4 

Kingeaton super Thamisiam, . 16 1 

Weston 1 7 3 * 

Thamys Ditton Q 0 6 

A P»e 0 1 10 

Harsham 0 14 74 

Walton super Thamis 0 4 0 

Penge 0 1 <j 

Bodley. Bose’ 0 10 0 

San don. Bose’ .» 0 10 'O 

Katerham. Bose* 0 10 0 

Ischer. Rector’ ........ . . 9 18 2 

Southwark. Rector S. Thom. 

Mart 9 0 0 

London. Redd’ et ten’ .... 37 16 1 

Westm* 0 4 0 

Com.’ Leic. 

Poston — Terr 4 0 O 

Com’ Kane’, 

Clyff Redd’ et firm’ 0 13 4 

Depford | 16 8 

Com* Bucks’. 

Goosham. Redd’ assis’ et .. 0 10 0 

Burner Manner*. 2 13 4 

Marlowe Redd’ et ten* .. .. 0 6 8 

Burnier Bose* .......... 0 10 0 


£346 19 9 


st. thomas’s hospital. 

At a full Meeting of the Pupils of the And* 
tomical Class of St. Thomas’s Hospital, 
held in the Dcmonstrotiiig Theatre, Jan. 
15th, 1831, 

Mr. Wm. Inglis Ferrar, in the Chair, 

It was proposed by Mr. Wm. Clark, se- 
conded by Mr. Hodges, and carried unani- 
mously, that — 

“ We, the undersigned Pupils of the 
Anatomical Class of St. Thomas’s Hospital, 
who have dissected and attended demonstra- 
tions during the present season, do most 
distinctly deny the charges brought against 
the Demonstrators, in The Lancet of this 
day, and do express our great satisfaction at 
the zeal and attention of the Demonstrators, 
during the prssent season.” 

J. F. Hastie ; I. It. King ; I. A. Ram* 
sey; G.Buryj M. B. Collins ; B. M. Bred. 
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ford; fy'. Sutcliff; I. Humphrys; H. Wa- 
terworth ; R. R. Roberta ; John Mitchell ; 
John Crouch ; Francis Bennett ; E. B. Med- 
hurst; Edw. Hodges.; Geo. Strong ; T. J. 
Bell ; Geo. Todd ; Geo. Turner ; £. Dukes ; 
W. Dalby ; Henry Hall ; Edward Griffin ; 
Chas. Cookesley ; Chas. Humphrys ; John 
Hodgson ; F. T. Fagg ; H. Jackson; Jn. 
Tomkins ; Win. Marriott ; Wm. Clark ; J. 
West ; H. L. Weddell ; Ar. Huffington ; 
R. T. Pellowes ; F red. Shury ; I. W. Jeans ; 
E. P. Parker; H. C. Day ; E. Young ; H. 
Scott; Thos. Ward; John Steele; C. A. 
Crosswell ; F. W. Brookes ; Robt. Hicks ; 
B. Crompton ; Robt. Mitchell ; E. S. Hall ; 
James Dixon ; F. C. Howard ; William 
Wyatt; I. D. Stuart ; A. A. Brett; E. T. 
Hodder ; I. B. Martin ; C. Trustram. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL. 

LEPRA VULGARIS. 

In No. 371 of this Journal (Oct. 9th), we 
related the case of Thomas Marigold, who 
was admitted on the 25th of September with 
lepra vulgaris of “ sixteen years' duration." 
He has now left the hospital cured, and we 
proceed to give the progress of the case 
from the date of our last report. 

Oct. 9. The skin covering the entire sur- 
face of the body appears very much in- 
flamed, and he says it feels very hard, pain- 
ful, and hot. He is better after taking the 
bath, but the improvement lasts only a few 
hours. Gums are somewhat sorer. Con- 
tinue the mercury ; let him have a warm- 
bath every other nighty and use twice a day 
a lotion composed of two parts of lime- 
water with one of olive oil, 

15. The skin is much less inflamed, per- 
fectly soft, and motion is not productive of 
pain. He states that, on the evening of the 
12th, he omitted using the lotion, and that 
on the following day the skin, particularly at 
the flexures of the joints, was hard, dry, and 
painful, and the least motion caused it to 
cruck and bleed rather freely. Since we 
last saw him, the eruption on the forehead 
and scalp has increased considerably. He 
has continued the mercury, but his gums 
are now perfectly well. Take the blue pill 
three times a day, and continue the lotion 
and bath , and let him have his head shaved, 

21. The same in every respect. Continue 
the same treatment , and take an ounce 
and a half of the decoction of dulcamara 
three times a day, 

Wov. 3. The eruption has increased. The 
spots on the arms and thighs have coalesced, 
and the skin now resembles that which covers 
the trunk. About the wrists and ancles, 
however, the spots are at some distance 
from each other, and strictly circular. * His 
general health is good, and his bowels per. 


fectly regular. The lotion affords a tempo- 
rary relief, but in a few hours the skin is as 
hard and painful as ever. Gums not sore. 
Ordered to continue the bath and decoction, 
to take ten grains of blue pill three times 
a day , and to -use the lotiop, except to the 
left arm , which is to be dressed with the fol- 
lowing cerate twice a day, 

R Mellis. 

Oliva: olei , singulorum libram dimi • 
diam. 

CercejiavtE, 

Emplastri plumbi, singulor. uncias 
quatuor, 

10. The skin of the arm, which has been 
dressed with the honey cerate, is perfectly 
natural, with the exception of its being a little 
red. The eruptiou on the other parts of the 
body is the same. The mercury has not 
produced the slightest effect ou the system. 
Discontinue the lotion , apply the cerate all 
ovei' the body twice a day , and continue the 
other medicines , and the bath, 

25. Skin soft and cool, but covered with 
small white scales. Mouth not sore. Dis- 
continue the mer cury and decoction of dul- 
camara, and take a draught composed of 
a- scrupfeoftar, half an ounce of mucilage, 
and an ounce of water, twice a day. Con- 
tinue the cerate , and have a warm-bath 
once a week only . 

Dec. 4. Improving fast. Let the draught 
contain a half a drachm of tar instead of a 
scruple , and continue the same treatment . 

Jan. 8. The skiu over the whole body has 
resumed its natural appearance, and not the 
slightest vestige of lepra remains. He says 
he is as well as he ever was in his life. 

Has now left the hospital. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

E ptorduv, Length of service does not in any 
I way affect the question. It would not be Safe for 
him to practise avowedly as an apothecary, and to 
dispense the prescriptions of legally-authorised 
physicians ; but, being a member of the College of 
Surgeons, he may attend and prescribe for patients 
without dread of interference from the Apothe- 
caries* Company. 

Studiosus, Beck’s. 

The Society of Apothecaries is not empowered to 
compel students to reply to questions in midwifery, 
and they can only demand certificates relating to 
the education of an apothecary. It has been de- 
cided that midwifery is a branch of surgery. 

Mr. Robert Whitelaw is informed that the book- 
sellers have told him that which is untrue, and that 
upon his directing any friend to call at Tub LaKCKr 
Office with full particulars of the numbers he wants, 
he may immediately obtain them. 

Mr. Dobson’s paper next week. 

An Enemy to the Old Bags. No. They have 
only power to enter the shops of apothecaries. The 
physicians would not allow their percentage friends 
to be molested. As chemists do not generally pre- 
scribe, the legislature wisely considered that they 
were deeply interested in not keeping adulterated 
drugs and chemicals. 

Tue case of fracture accompanied with delirium 
traumaticum, at St, George’s Hospital, shall be in- 
serted next week, 
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Dublin Medical Transactions ; a Series of 
Papers by Members of the Association of 
Fellows and Licentiates of the King's 
and Queen s College in Ireland. New 
Series. Vol. 1., Part 1. Dublin : J. M. 
Leckie. 1830. 8v6. pp. 383. 

Although the volume before us is not, 
perhaps, equal in importance to some of ils 
predecessors, its contents are still, for the 
most part, of considerable interest, and de- 
serve a long notice. We shall not, how- 
ever, attempt an analysis of the whole, but 
shall select those articles which will proba- 
bly be most acceptable to our readers, com- 
mencing with two cases by Dr. Collins, of— 

LACERATION OP THE UTERUS AND VAGINA. 

In the first case, the patient, «tat. 25, 
the mother of two children, was, when ad- 
mitted into the hospital, “ in a very debili- 
tated state, with a feeble quick pulse, ghastly 
countenance, expressive of much anxiety. 
It was evident she had suffered some most 
serious injury, and, from the symptoms 
present, rupture of the vagina or uterus was 
too apparent.” The child, which was dead, 
had its arm protruded from the vagina as 
for as the elbow, and its position was such 
as to preclude all possibility of turning; 
the thorax being, therefore, perforated and 
broken down, and the breech brought down 
with the crotchet, its removal was effected 
without the least difficulty, and an exten- 
sive laceration was then found at the junc- 
tion of the cervix uteri with the vagina 
posteriorly. 

In the second case, the woman was 30, 
and in labour with her sixth child. The 
accident occurred, after her admission into 
the hospital, very unexpectedly, and when 
the head of the child seemed on the point 
of being expelled. Immediate ' delivery 
being necessary; the perforator and crotchet 
No. 387. 


were employed in this case also, and though 1 
“ the uterus assisted strongly in expelling 
the child and placenta, on introducing the 
hand into the vagina afterwards, a most' 
extensive laceration was found at the junc- 
tion of the cervix uteri with the vagina an- 
teriorly , and the intestines had fallen through 
the opening into the vagina.” The treat- 
ment was nearly the same in both cases, 
and consisted in a careful adaptation of the 
edges of the wound, the application of 
leeches to the abdomen in considerable num- 
bers, and at short intervals fomentations and 
warm bath ; a strong dose of calomel and 
jalap at first, and afterwards gentle but fre- 
quently-repeated laxatives, which latter Dr. 
Collins considers of great importance in such 
cases. In both patients the tenderness of 
the abdomen, and most of the other unfa- 
vourable symptoms, subsided on the fourth 
day, and the first was discharged cured on 
the 23d, the second on the 32d day after 
her admission. The result of these esses 
is highly creditable to the author, for there 
can be little doubt that under a less ener- 
getic and judicious treatment the accident 
would have proved fatal, as it in too many 
instances has done. 

Pulmonary Apoplexy. — A paper by Dr. 
Ferguson on the above subject (as the effu- 
sion of blood into the substance of the lungs 
was somewhat inappropriately denominated 
by Laennec) contains two cases of this dis- 
ease, the one remarkable for the extent of 
the effusion and the state of the lungs, the 
other as illustrating the value of the stetho- 
scope, which we are happy to say seems to 
be much more generally employed in Dub- 
lin than in this metropolis. Both patients 
had been for some time subject to chronic 
bronchitis’ accompanied by great constipa- 
tion. In the first, a robust man, aetot. 36, 
the principal symptoms were, increase of 
cough, oppression of the chest, and bloody 
PP 
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expectoration ; tbe stethoscope not baring 
been applied, no very serious disease was 
suspected ; a purgative only was prescribed, 
and the fatal attack occurred about 36 hours 
afterwards, death being suddenly induced 
by the disorganisation of the upper lgbe pf 
the left lung and the effusion of about three 
quarts of blood into tbe cavity of the pleura. 
The second patient, a woman, ®tat. 56, was 
attacked during the night with profuse he- 
moptysis, which continued on the following 
day, when the pulse was 110, weak, and 
small, sad the loss of strength considerable, 
and on examination with the stethoscope, 
m the respiratory murmur in the greater part 
of the superior lpbe of left lung was either 
absent or very feeble ; in points, a well- 
marked rale crepitant was heard, and more 
particularly around the part where respira- 
tion is absent : puerile respiration in the rest 
of same lung, with heavy mucous rale about 
the leading bronchi. In the right, in spots, 
tbe rale sonore was heard.’* From these 
signs Dr. Ferguson concluded, that the dis- 
ease was pulmonary apoplexy, either exist- 
ing or imminent, and treated it by bleeding, 
SO active purgative, and tartar emetic in 
frequent doses. Under this treatment the 
bmmoptysis quickly diminished, so that on 
the second day the sputa were only at 
times slightly Upjjed with blood, and on the 
4th the crepituB had entirely ceased, and the 
affected aide of the chest pounded much 
clearer on percussion, and her recovery 
afterwards proceeded uninterruptedly. Al- 
though Dr. Ferguson l^ya, perhaps, too 
much stress uppn these casf.s, as proving the 
value of the stethoscope, we entirely agree 
with him when he states, that the relative 
force of the pulse, and that of the heart, as 
indicated by this instrument, is a very im- 
port ant criterion, and one by which weoqght 
to be especially guided in our treatment of 
internal hemorrhages. 

A very remarkable Case oy Malform- 
ation of the Heart is described by Dr. 
Cramp ton. Externally the right ventricle 
was pushed out in such a manner aa to pre- 
sent somewhat of n sugar-loaf shape ; within 
the two yentricles communicated by a de- 
ficiency in the septum, and the two auricles 
by the open foramen ovale, the right ven- 
tricle communicated also with the append- 
age or pouch forming the external projec- 
tion} the pulmonary artery slightly cpntr act- 


ed at its base, mid considerably dilated 
beyond it, was destitute of valves, and had an 
opening into it, “ a separate cavity* bound- 
ed by distinct walla, which, however, was 
attached to tbf right ventricle, and com- 
municated with it hy mtsns ai an opeuing 
capable of admitting tbe little finger, formed 
under the columns earners of the ventricle/* 
Tbe patient, a boy ten years old, who lived 
for nearly a month after bis admission, had 
been subject to palpitation from birth, and 
was admitted with anasarca of the whole 
body, dyspnoea, inability to lie dpwn, &c t 
The pulse was 14(), and irregular ; the ate- 
thoscopic signs were, a very loud bruit de 
soufflet pver the whole thorax, but loudest 
over the left ventricle, and a violent im- 
pulse. We are not aware of any other in- 
stance where life has been maintained for 
so long a period with such extensive mal- 
formation of the heart, and in this respect 
the case is particularly interesting. 

From a paper by D. Beatty on w The Use 
op Instruments in difficult Parturi- 
tion,” it would hppear that the perforator 
is used much too frequently in Ireland ; it 
is unnecessary, however, for us to notice 
his very just arguments against this prac- 
tice, as tbe principles which he advocates 
are those of the great majority of practition- 
ers in this country, very few of whom# wo 
arp certain, would think of opening that 
head of a living child, except where the use 
of the forqeps or lever were inadmissible. . 

Obstetric Auscultation. — We have 
lately inserted several papers on the stetho- 
acopic signs of pregnancy, and although the 
authors of these articles are at issue with 
respect to ope, of the signs, the supposed 
placentary murmur, yet they entirely agra* 
with regard to the other, the pulsations of 
the foetal heart. It is therefore needless for 
us to beatow so much space aa we should 
otherwise have done on the valuable paper- 
of Dr. Ferguson, who states bis conviction 
that the pulsations of the fcctal heart may 
almost always be heard after the fifth month 
of utero-gestaiion, that they cap be simu- 
lated by no other sounds whatever, and -that 
their presence, therefore, is alone a positive- 
land unequivocal sign of ’ pregnancy. OS 
more than a hundred pregnant women whom, 
he examined, in one only was he unable t<* 
detect the sounds in question ; and in several, 
cases which he has. related, the pregnancy, 
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wn bo Crtfblly eMenlod, that It would bare 
beta impossible to hart given a decided 
opinion, when guided only by the ordinary 
s y mpto ms , and m one instance the attend- 
ing practitioner, a gentleman Of great ability 
and long experience, bad not even suspected 
its existence ; yet tbe real natnre of all tboae 
cases 'was shown st once by the stethoeeope, 
tbe value of which was confirmed by the 
Jesuits. We trust, therefore, that those who 
are accustomed to employ this instrument 
in thoracic diseases, will be induced to ex- 
tend its use tom case in which, while the 
other signs are but too often fallacious, the 
detection of the truth is f reqtteatly of grest 
importance, especially since it can be 
employed without tbe least offeoee to tbe 
delicacy of the patient, and often, indeed, 
without even exciting in her a suspicion of 
the object of tbe investigation. 

A Case of Cancer or the Uterus, by 
Dr. Bestty, contains nothing very remark- 
able, except the circumstance of there hav- 
ing been an ulcerated opening between the 
ileum and vagina ; the concluding observa- 
tions, however, are worth attention, as being 
made (by a practitioner of great experience) 
for the first time. 

“ This case is in perfect accordance with 
an observation I have made for a great num- 
ber of years, that in almost every instance 
where I have been consulted for cancer of 
the uterus, the disease has arisen in persons 
who, while yeung, had either lost the hr hus- 
bands, or separated from them. I do not 
remember to have met with an instance of 
the disease, in which an early interruption 
of connubial intercourse had not taken place. 
A remarkable case occurred to mein 1814, 
in which 1 acted upon this principle, and by 
recommending a restoration of conjugal 
riglus, succeeded in checking the disease. 

“ A lady and her husband, after having 
had children, had lived very much asunder 
for some years, and at the time 1 have men- 
tioned, 1 warn consulted by the lady, in 
whom incipient cancer was now evident. 
She .oo mpWim ad of pain and. weakness in the 
loins, so great as almost to incapacitate her 
from walking ; this was accompanied with 
n sense of hearing down, and a leucorrhceal 
discharge .—Acute pains shot from time 
K> time- acres* the pelvic, end the digestive 
or ga n s were, very much deranged. The. oe 
uteri wya found lower in the vagina than is 
natural, and presented a thickened, irregu- 
lar, and indurated surface, painful to the 
tottChf. The upper port of tne vagina was 
ate# 4Mfd to the k*b tnd the regwwere 
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considerably obliterated. A consultation 
was held with two physicians of the most 
extensive experience in this kingdom, to 
whom I reported the result of my examina- 
tion. One of the gentlemen having made a 
similar examination, continued my report 
and opinion, and they both agreed in recom- 
mending a total separation of beds, as the 
plan most likely to prolong a life which 
must become a sacrifice. 

“ I mentioned the observations I had 
made on patients labouring under cancer of 
the uterus, and expressed a hope, that if 
connubial intercourse were restored, the 
progress of the disorder might be arrested. 
The idea was new to them, but they readily 
acceded to my proposal. The husband re- 
turned to his wife’s bed, and the result was 
tbe birth 6f a healthy child in less than a 
year. 

u A perfect restoration to health followed, 
which has continued without interruption, 
though fourteen years have elapsed since 
the child was born. The lady* from having 
been emaciated and worn down, recovered 
her flesh and good looks, and has mixed 
freely in the upper class of society ever 
since.” 

A REMARKABLE CASE OF OVARIAN DIS- 
EASE is related by Dr. Montgomery. The 
patient, aetat. 45, in whom the disease had. 
commenced, about seven years before, by a 
tumour in the right iliac region, sought for - 
admission into the hospital, chiefly on ac- 
count of ascites, which, though not very 
considerable, appeared to cause great dis- 
tress. She had at tbe same time cauliflower 
excrescence from the os uteri, and her 
countenance strongly indicated the existence 
of some serious organic disease. On her 
death, which occurred about five weeks 
after her admission, though much temporary 
relief had been afforded by tapping, and by 
the medical treatment, which consisted 
chiefly in the exhibition of diuretics, the 
abdomen was found to contain at least two 
pints of pus, besides the serum witb which 
it was distended, and 

“ On turning aside the integuments, a 
very singular appearance presented itself ; a 
tumour/ chiefly composed of fine membranes, 
dividing it into innumerable cells, which, 
with their fluid and transparent contents, 
resembled, at first sight, hydatids ; the 
membranous septa dividing the cell* were 
supplied with blood-vessels of a consider- 
able fixe funning along their edges, so that 
the whole tumour presented a clear red co.- 
krar. At its upper and left part there was 
a deep deft or fieetrre, into which the opeto 
hand might be passed without any force, 
PP t 
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and when carried downwards, end towards 
the right side, it entered a round sac equal 
in size, and much resembling a large flat 
turnip j this was the right ovary which lay 
just uuder, and was filled with the same 
structure as the part of the tumour first 
brought into view. In fact, it seemed as if 
the peculiar structure had at first grown in 
the ovary, which thereby became greatly 
enlarged, until at length the coat of the 
ovary had given way, and out of the fissure 
so formed, the morbid growth continued to 
enlarge, turning over the edges of the fissure, 
and covering the front ajid sides of the ovary 
in which it had formerly been contained , so 
that the tumour was in a great measure 
turned inside out. The tumour 

was of such a size, that while its inferior 
extremity was in the pelvis, its superior 
border was as high as the ensiform cartilage, 
its length being twelve inches, and its 
breadth nine.” 

The very valuable and interesting paper 
by Dr. Corrigan, on the Motions and 
Sounds of the Heart, we have already 
reviewed at some length, in our 368th Num- 
ber.* We cannot, however, refrain from 
again expressing our opinion of the justice 
of his conclusions, and our hope that they 
will not be rejected as hasty or ill founded, 
but be every- where examined without pre- 
judice, and with the attention which they 
deserve. There is, perhaps, no surer test 
of the truth of a physiological theory, than 
a comparison of it with pathological pheno- 
mena ; and the more we reflect upon the 
subject, the more are we disposed to believe 
that the stethoscopic symptoms of heart 
diseases may be better explained by the 
new than the old theory of the action and 
rhythm of this organ. A remarkable confir- 
mation of this may be found in a case de- 
scribed in the present volume by Dr. Clin- 
ton. In this case the auricles, especially 
the left, were considerably dilated and hy- 
pertrophied ; the parietes of the ventricles 
were natural, but the tricuspid, mitral, and 
aortic valves were more or less ossified ; the 
principal obstruction was, however, at the 
left auriculo- ventricular opening, which 
was reduced to a small chink, just large 


• While speaking on this subject, we take the 
opportunity of noticing an insinuation which has 
lately come from the pen of l)r. Hope, that the 
review of Dr. Corrigan’s paper, was the production 
of Dr. Corrigan himself. It is sufficient for us to 
•ay, that that gentleman has never written any 
paper in this journal, to which his name was not 
distinctly attached. 


enough to admit the blade of a oommofe 
scalpel, while the point of the little-finger 
could be passed into the aorta. The prin- 
cipal stethoscopic symptoms were, slow eon- 
| traction of the ventricles, accompanied by 
loud bellows sound, and very considerable 
impulse. These symptoms it is difficult to 
explain, according to the generally -received 
theory, but with tbe aid of that now pro* 
posed by Dr. Corrigan, they become per- 
fectly intelligible. Tbe first sound (th» 
auricular) is naturally lengthened by the 
obstruction to the passage of the blood from 
the auricle into tbe ventricle. For the 
same reason it is accompanied by the bel- 
lows sound, while tbe increased impulse is 
accounted for by the hypertrophy of the 
auricles. With respect to the purpose for 
which we have noticed it, this case is espe- 
cially valuable, as being written without any 
reference to the theory in question. 

Polypus of the Heart. — Though for- 
merly considered as of frequent occurrence, 
this phenomenon has been altogether re- 
jected as a disease by many modern patho- 
logists, who have regarded the fibrinous 
concretions so often found in that organ as 
formed in every case either just before or 
after death, aud as incapable therefore of 
giving rise to any morbid phenomena daring 
life. More recently still, the occasional ex- 
istence of true polypi or organised growths 
within the cavities of the heart has been 
satisfactorily established, but no marked or 
constant symptoms have hitherto been de- 
scribed, which might be considered' as in- 
dicative of their presence. This deficiency 
Dr. Ilarty has attempted to supply ; and 
after relating two remarkable cases of the 
disease, has pointed out several symptoms 
which seem to be almost peculiar to it ; and 
one in particular, which, though not noticed, 
may probably Lave existed in the other 
similar cases on record. In the first of Dr. 
Harty’s patients, a young lady, aetat. 14, 
who had been subject for several years to 
repeated attacks of chorea, the cardiac affec- 
tion appeared to have commenced about 
four months before her death, after a violent 
fright. In the second, a boy, retat. 13, it 
was of shorter duration, and came on during 
the acute stage of measles. In both, how- 
ever, the fatal attack lasted only eleven days. 
Notwithstanding the difference of the cir- 
cumstances under which the disease ©c* 
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ctnred, the symptoms were, in many re- 
spects, the same. In both cases the pulse 
was very frequent but regular, and “ a pe- 
culiar thrilling, whizzing sensation” was 
communicated to the finger on touching 
any artery which could be felt; in both 
there were, constant palpitation, hurried and 
difficult respiration, and oedema of face ; and, 
contrary to what is observed iu almost all 
the other diseases of the heart, the patients 
were to the last easiest in a horizontal posi- 
tion. As they both occurred more than ten 
yrears ago, the stethoscope rvas not employ- 
ed. The treatment consisted chiefly in 
bleeding, purgatives, and digitalis; the 
former always afforded temporary relief. 
In the first.case, on opening the body, J 
“ The pericardium exhibited some little ! 
appearance of inflammation ; it contained 
about six ounces of clear serum, without 
any coagulable lymph, The heart itself 
was enlarged, with increase of muscular 
substance — the vessels on its surface much 
distended ; a small incision effusing a good 
deal of blood; on opening its cavities, the 
following appearances presented themselves 
to view: — a distinct polypus of a whitish 
colour, unconnected with any coagulura, 
nearly fried the right ventricle and auricle, j 
its branches extending into the great ves- 
sels, one branch being more than eight 
inches length ; the whole polypus ad- 
hered so slightly y as to be readily drawn 
out by the fingers ; but a thick membrane- 
ous substance of the same colour adhered 
with mbch firmness to the external side of 
the ventricle penetrating into its iuterstices,' 
and bypieans of both membrane and poly- 

J )us the; Valves were bound down, and must 
lave been altogether ftnpeded in their ac- 
tion — both auricle and ventricle were of a 
vivid cblour, and of an inflammatory aspect. 
Tlie left ventricle and aorta, however, pre- 
sented ^ a far more singular phenomenon. 
The ventricle w r as divided into two nearly 
equal cavities by an adventitious whitish 
membrane firmly adhering to the internal 
apex, itnd to the sides of the ventricle in a 
line nearly parallel to the septum, and ter- 
minating, as it approached the aorta, in a 
rounded organised polypus, tapering to a 
point, and entering above an inch into the 
aorta, which communicated very obliquely 
with the ventricle — the two cavities into 
which the ventricle was thus divided commu- 
nicated with each other very partially, where 
the membtance terminated in the rounded 
polypous concretion. The side of the mem- 
brane towards the left auricle was uneven, 
towards the aorta smooth. That auricle 
bad the same inflammatory appearance as 
the light, and its valves were impeded by 


membraneous layers, as those of the aorta 
were by the polypus — three of the carnem 
columns were much enlarged, one of them 
being more than twice the size of a goose- 
quill.” 

In the second case, 

“The left ventricle 'and auricle of the 
heart contained a large and singular polv- 
pus, unconnected with any coagulum, and 
adhering firmly in some parts, and more 
loosely in others. In the auricle (properly 
so called) it adhered firmly throughout, 
maintaining a perfect union therewith by a 
number of lateral projections, and thence 
descending into the ventricle by a long and 
narrow neck, it formed a flat and firm adhe- 
sion to the side of the ventricle, throwing 
out at the same time a band, whereby it 
was connected to the polypous concretion 
which loosely occupied the apex and body 
of the ventricle, and extended thence into 
the aorta. The body of the auricular poly- 
pus branched largely into the pulmonary 
veins, and in its thickest portion contained 
a distinct, dense, and compact clot of blood, 
enveloped therein.” 

The peculiar thrilling of the pulse is re- 
garded by Dr. Harty “ as the great diag- 
nostic sign of the existence of polypus in 
the heart, or at least in its left ventricle.” 
He adds, however, “ when it does occur, I 
am disposed to conclude that the polypus 
has entered the great vessels issuing from 
the heart, thereby obstructing the action of 
the valves and the free flow of the blood.” 
Of the other symptoms he does not venture 
to speak so decidedly ; the perfect regu- 
larity of the pulse is, however, very remark- 
able, as being directly opposed to the state- 
ments of most writers on the subject, who 
have mentioned an irregular pulse as one of 
the principal symptoms of the disease. 

A considerable portion of the volume is 
occupied by an excellent Report of the 
Cork Street Fever Hospital for the year 
1829. The whole number of patients ad- 
mitted during this period was 3153, of 
these, however, a small proportion only 
were affected with continued fever, which 
is stated since the epideray of 1826, to have 
become of comparatively rare occurrence in 
Dublin. The remaining cases consisted of 
other inflammatory diseases, including rheu- 
matism, and of intermittent fever, which, 
after having almost disappeared for about 
twenty years, became again very frequent 
(succeeding as it were to continued fever) 
in the beginning of 1828, and only began to 
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decline towards • the end of the following 
year. The number of deaths was only *32, 
Mo that the mortality appears to have been 
less than in any other similar institution 
whatever. The number of deaths was al- 
ways in an inverse ratio with that bf the 
admissions ; the latter were most numerous 
in April and May, the former in December 
and January. With regard to the nature of 
fever, the author, Dr. O’Brien, agrees very 
nearly with Dr. Soutliwood Smith ; lis di- 
vides, however, all idiopathic continued fe- 
vers into two classes, inflammatory and ty- 
phoid : the former including those types in 
which the heart and arteries, the latter those 
in which the brain and nervous system, are 
primarily and essentially affected. This 
arrangement seems liable to as great objec- 
tions as that of Cullen, of which it is only a 
modification, for, as . indeed the author ad- 
mits, not only will “ various intermediate 
Shades of type occur, the allocation of which 
to this, or that genus or class, it will be 
difficult to determine but in very mpny 
justances, a fever which, on its commence- 
ment* may be considered as decidedly in- 
flammatory, will, in a very short time^ be- 
come BS decidedly nervous or typhoid ; and 
yve capnot agree with Dr, Q’Brien, ** that in 
every case pf. typhoid fever*” especially as 
he include* under this denomination * the 
synocba and typhus of Cullen. “ The pro- 
minent features of the disease, from first to 
, last, pud the character pf its symptoms, are. 
nervous, modified >y the various degrees of 
arterial and vascular action by which they 
are accompanied.” Of the practical part pf 
the report, however, it is impossible to 
speak othejwise than in laudatory terms, 
ppd although we do npt particularly aotice 
the wjell - selected and concisely - related 
cases of fever, we cannot iorbear to extract 
from the observations on them, those re- 
lating to, that particular modification .of fe- 
ver* which 11 proved a false light to M. 
Broussais.” From the cases related, as 
well as many others that have occurred to 
him* Dr. O’Brien concludes, 

“ That there exists a primary gastro-ente- 
rite, attended by a fever of a peculiar kind, 
approximating in some respects to the 
typhoid character, like all intense phleg- 
saasise of the gastrointestinal canal, yet 
differing from typhus by some obvious and 
Striking properties.— The following is the 
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train of symptoms peculiar to this disease* 
viz.:— Pain, uneasiness, and generally fulness 
of the epigastrium, or abdomen , or both ag- 
gravated by pressure, and accompanied by 
bead-ach, nausea, or retching, and, in many 
instances, by frequent vomiting* particular- 
ly after the introduction, even of the small- 
est quantity of fluid or solid aliment, into 
the stomach. The appearance of the tongue 
is peculiar and characteristic ; it is either 
of a vivid or datk-red colour over its entire 
surface, or it is red at the edges and point, 
but covered with a dark-white fur in the 
centre, through which specks of red are 
occasionally visible ; the centre, however, 
is also frequently brown, or even of a yel- 
lowish htie, whilst the edges are dark-red, as 
above described, and the papillmall over the 
surface unusually prominent; and this or- 
gan, on the whole, presents a more striking 
appearance of irritation and sub -inflamma- 
tion in this disease than in any other typo 
of fever. The pulse is usually deficient in 
fulness ; it is small, frequent, and compres- 
sible, and approximates more to the typhoid 
than the synochoid character. It is also 
accompanied by a lower temperature of the 
skin ; and, in a word, displays none of the 
sign? of that strong reaction which marks 
the early stage of synochus. It is distin- 
guished, however, from typhus,' by the com- 
parative mildness of the cerebral affection ; 
the author has, indeed, been frequently sur- 
prised at the clearness and integrity of the 
intellectual faculties, in the midst of that 
extreme depression of the' muscular powers 
which characterises this type offevet. This 
disease is slow and gradual in its access as 
well as its progress ; the patient feels him- 
self ill for some time, affected with loss of 
appetite, costive bowels, uneasiness, and 
occasional twitches of pain at the epigastrhim 
and in the abdomen , which Continue until 
the febrile movement is developed, when the 
train of symptoms before described sets in 
with all its violence. The progress is also 
remarkably slow, the disease being frequent- 
ly protracted to U& eixth or seventh' week 
before convalescence ji^Tes place. It is fur- 
ther distinguished from typhus by the ab- 
sence of petechiae,. a black crust on the 
tongue* or black sordes of the teeth and 
gums, which the author has never observed 
in any of the clearly -marked cases of this 
disease he has witnessed. The bowels are 
either constipated, or too relaxed, and occa- 
sionally these two states alternately succeed 
each other. The abdomen is tumid, resist- 
ing and tender to the touch, when pressure is 
employed externally’; — the sleep is uneasy, 
interrupted, aud delirious ; but when awake 
the patient Seems to suffer little diminution 
of his intellectual powers. 

“ As a further proof of the real nature of 
this arfectfon, it may be stated that (he an* 
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to m to ItvuruMy e b bs w e d that in propor- 
tion ti the ibdoaiiial tjrnpHnu were miti- 
gated or subdaed, the affection of the head 
aad the febrile symptoms suffered a simul- 
taneous mitigation or removal. The colour 
of the akin in thia diaeaae is commonly one 
of the abedea of yellow occasionally the 
tint la deep and dark, aa in the case of Kitts 
(see the volume), where it approached to a 
lighter shade of mahogany. The intense 
bright- yellow colour of the akin, peculiar to 
jattodioe, and, we presume* to yellow fever, 
has not occurred in this hospital since the 
epidemic fever of 1836 ; hut* from the au- 
thor's recollection of the cases .which then 
occurred* he is inclined to oonaider them as 
modifications of the disease we have been 
considering.” 

' We have observed that with regard to the 
feature of fever, the author agrafes very near- 
ly with Dr. S. Smith. In the treatment, how- 
ever, he differs from him considerably, for 
while the Utter recommends copious bleed- 
ing at the very commencement, or during 
the Stage of nervobs depression, the latter 
abstains altogether from this remedy during 
ihe first stage, in which he states, 

_ “ That his practioe is merely palliative ; 
he is satisfied with administering a moderate 
emetio or purgative, enjoining rigid absti- 
nence and confinement to bed ; if possible, 
S. warm bath ; and he waits a little, uutil a 
further development of the disease shall 
have given a probable insight into ita nature 
and type. As soon as reaction has com- 
menced, if it be vivid, and accompanied by 
ipcre&aed heat, Unshed countenance, fre- 
quent and full pulse, blood-letting it then 
resorted to. A single venesection of ten or 
twelve ounces is at first practised, and if this 
prove insufficient to reduce the pulse, the 
heftnod flush of the skis, and the general 
excitement, the process is repeated ; but 
beyond this, unless under very peculiar cir- 
cumstances, the author seldom thinks it safe 
to proceed.” 

* Except in the gastritic fever be appears 
to place but little confidence in calomel, em- 
^loyinglt only in very small doses, combined 
with sntimonial powder. As our limits will 
hot allow ns to notice the remaining sections 
On focal inflammatory diseases, we shall eon- 
dude with another extract from that on the 
treatment of fever, relating to a very im- 
portant remedy in the Utter atage of all the 
typea of the diteaae, vis., wine 
“ The administration of wiue in fewer has 
Been die subject of various discussions and 
dispute# among physicians, according ns its 
pffects appeared to favour or oppose the 
particular theory they advocated. Thus our 


Gallie brethren, hi ortfortnity to M< Brous- 
sats’s principles, wholly reject it from their 
therapeutics of fever, and regard it almost 
in (be light of a poison ; while the patrons 
of the humoral doctrine look upon it as their 
great resource. — We shall state the facts 
furnished by the cases above recorded, in 
[illustration of this important subject, la 
the three first cases of primary gastro-ente- 
rite, from two to four ounces of wine wero 
allowed, from about the tenth day of the 
disease to the establishment of convales- 
cence. In the fourth case (an exhausted 
old woman), wine was allowed on the sixth 
day after adtpUsiop, at her own request 
after two daya, she acknowledged it did her 
more harm than good, and refused to con- 
tinue it. In seven cases of typhus, three of 
which were typhus mitior (Boy lan, Valeo - 
tini, and Lowry) , and four typhus gravior, 
vix., Farrell, Doyle, Martin, and Brad- 
shaw, no wine was allowed until the febrile 
symptoms had suffered an abatement, tbai'is, 
until convalescence had just commenced ; 
yet all these patients appeared to go onsi 
well without it as could have been expect- 
ed, bad it been allowed. The four faial 
cases, whose histories hare been given, re- 
ceived each from six to twelve ounce* of 
wine on the five days previous to their dis- 
solution. They were, of course, extreme 
cases of typhus gruvior, but wiue seemed to 
have no effect in retarding or preventing the 
fatal event. The author had always been ant 
advocate for a moderate and regulated allow- 
ance of wins in the last stage of typhoid 
fever, for, in the first and second stages its use 
is wholly inadmissible he confesses, how- 

ever, that liia confidence in it lias been 
shaken by the facts here adduced. It ap- 
pears from thede facts, that many essfea ttt 
exquisite typhoid fever will recover without 
the aid of wine, and that many will die, how- 
ever large the quantity be in which it may 
be administered. The general inference, 
then, is, that it is either useless or injurious 
as a remedy. The data, however, it may 
be said, are too few to overturn the resnlte 
of long experience, and, according to the 
strict role of induction, that they ought to 
be considered as exceptions restraining the 
conclusion, not overturning it. This is the 
light in which the author wishes them to be 
considered, and in which he regards them 
himself; but it should be well considered 
whether the experience alluded to be un- 
shackled from the prejudices of theory, or 
whether it be guided by a blind adherence 
to a sect or party ; for, in such case, expe- 
rience is of no value— it is worse— it con- 
firms error. With respect to primary gta- 
tro-enterite, the author is more decided in 
his opinion, namely, that wine is seldom ne- 
cessary or useful, though the three first cases 
prove that a small quantity may be given 
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with impunity. In the very last or final 
stage of fever, when deatli is impending, 
something must be done, some stimulus 
must be given, and we possess none more 
powerful than wine ; bat, in such cases, the 
author has always found it unavailing, how* 
ever large the quantity administered.” 


A Treatise on Fever . By Southwood 
Smith, M.D. London : Longman, 1830. 
8vo. pp. 436. 

Clinical Illustrations of Fevei\ By Alex- 
ander Twee die, M.D. London: Whit- 
taker and Co., 1830. 8vo. pp. 204. 

Memoir e sur le Traitement des Fievrcs 
Graves ; connue sous les dhferses denomi- 
nations de gastro'enierite, dotliinenterite. 
8(c . Par M. Dance. Archives Gen. de 
Medecine. Sept. 1830. 

Dr. Smith commences his treatise by ob- 
serving that on his appointment to the office 
of physician to the London Fever Hospital, 
he was expressly requested to direct his 
attention to the accumulation of facts by 
Vvhich the true nature of fever might be 
ascertained, and to the cautious trial of re- 
medies, by the use of which a more success- 
ful plan for the treatment of that disease 
might be established. In pursuance of that 
duty, he lias laid the present work before 
the public, and he proves that on many 
accounts such an effort was by no means un- 
necessary ; especially from the still hidden 
natore of many circumstances connected 
with the origin and propagation of fever, and 
the difficulty of discriminating, amongst its 
multifarious phenomena, which are essential, 
and which are adventitious, and not neces- 
sarily present. In the prosecution . of this 
inquiry the author considers that he enjoyed 
peculiar and amply sufficient facilities from 
his office of physician to the Fever Hospital, 
which institution he thus briefly describes : 

“The London Fever Hospital is capable 
Of receiving sixty-two patients : in most 
seasons of the year its wards are full : often 
there are numerous applications for admis- 
sion which cannot be received for want of 
room: there pass through the wards from 
Six to seven hundred patients annually. 
Two physicians are attached to the institu- 
tion, under whose care the'patientsare placed 
alternately in the order in which they are 
admitted : there is one assistant-physician, 
whose duty it is to perforin the office of the 


ordinary physicians when either of these may 
be incapable ef attending, and there is besides 
a medical officer resident in the house. A 
history of each case, containing an account 
of the age, occupation, and residence of the 
patient, together with as full a statement of 
the symptoms of the disease and of the 
order of their succession as can be obtained, 
is entered in the journal by the resident 
medical officer. Each of the ordinary phy- 
sicians attends daily and enters in his journal 
a daily report of each of his own cases. 
The resident medical officer goes round the 
wards twice a day, namely, early in the 
morning and late in the evening, to observe 
if any change requiring attention may have 
taken place in any patieut ; and if any such ^ 
change be observed by the nurses during the 
interval between these visits, they are re- 
ported to him by the head nurse without 
delay ; all such events, with the modification 
of treatment they may have required, are 
entered in the journals. Every case that 
terminates fatally is examined after death, 
and an account of the morbid appearances is 
entered in a book kept for the purpose. In 
this manner, in the progress of years, a mass 
of facts accumulates relating to the statistics, 
the types, the symptoms, the causes, the 
diagnosis, tue pathology, and the treatment 
of the disease, whether successful or unsuc- 
cessful, which both on account of the ful- 
ness and accuracy of the record, and of the 
extent of the period it embraces, cannot but 
be of great value.** 

The author next presents us with an in- 
teresting and well-sketched outline of the 
several doctrines of fever, whether ancient 
or modern. It is unnecessary to accompany 
him through his notice of the opinions of 
the ancient authorities. Of the modern he 
commences with Cullen, and explains the 
theory of debility of the extreme vessels, 
which this author asserted, and in which 
he has been to a certain extent followed by 
Browne, and still more recently by Dr. 
Stoker, physician to the Dublin Fever Hos- 
pital. Others also, it appears, coincide 
in some measure with this belief j and seve- 
ral, late writers particularly, consider the 
fluids as primarily affected. In opposition 
to this opinion, we find Dr. Clntterbuck, 
who contends that fevers are all referable 
to local disease in one organ ; and Broua- 
sais, who supposes fever to be abstractedly 
“ the result of a primitive or sympathetic 
irritation of the heart, through the effect of 
which its contractions are quickened, and 
I that every irritation sufficiently intense to 
| produce fever, is inflammation.” Dr. Clut- 
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terboek further asserts the local organ to be 
tbe brain ; but Broussais contends that the 
primary and essential seat of inflammation 
in fever, is tbe mucous membrane of the 
stomach or intestines, or both. Finally, 
Dr. Smith thus sums up his epitome of the 
rival opinions : — 

u The prevailing doctrines relative to the 
nature and seat of fever at present then are 
two, tbe direct reverse of each other : one, 
that it is a general disease affecting the entire 
system ; that this affection of the system 
consists of debility, which is manifested first 
in a loss of energy of the brain, but which 
rapidly extends to every organ and every 
* function, and that consequently the absence 
pf any primary local disease, ought still to 
form, as it has so long formed, an essential 
part of the definition ; the other, that it is 
in the strictest sense a local disease ; that its 
primary seat is invariably fixed in some one 
organ ; that the affection itself consists of in- 
flammation ; and that that inflammation is 
seated, according to one opinion in the brain ; 
according to the other in the stomach. As 
must necessarily be the case, these different 
and opposite theories are found to have the 
most important influence on the practice re- 
commended by their respective authors in 
the treatment of the disease. The advo- 
cates of the first deprecate all active inter- 
ference : the grand evil to be contended 
with is debility : the physician can easily 
weaken, but he cannot easily strengthen : 
he can depress to any extent he desires, but 
he cannot communicate power as he wishes. 
In a malady therefore of which the very 
essence consists in loss of energy, the main 
duty of the physician is to husband the 
strength of the patient with the most anxi- 
ous care, this being the chief means, as 
Cullen expressively termed it, of obviating 
the tendency to death. The important in- 
ference is, that every kind and every degree 
of depletion that can add to the primary 
cause of the malady, must be abstained from 
with the utmost caution. By the clearest 
and shortest deduction this will necessarily 
be the result to which every mind must 
come that really believes that debility is the 
essence offerer, while he w’ho admits its in- 
flammatory nature must think it criminal to 
stand idle by and allow the most extensive 
derangements in the structure of vital organs 
to proceed, without even an attempt to 
check them, as long as it is in his power to 
use tho lancet or to procure leeches.” 

Dr. Smith, in the next place, proceeds to 
prove that the several theorists have fallen 
into peculiar errors, which he labours to 
point out, and the essential nature of which 
Ue thus describes, * 


44 AH the partial and imperfect views of 
fever which have now been brought before 
the eye of tbe reader, originate ih one or 
other of the following errors, obvious as 
they all are : either that of assuming as a 
fact what is merely a conjecture ; or that of 
assigning to the genus what belongs only to - 
the species ; or that of characterising the 
disease by what appertains only to a stage ; 
or that of mistaking the effect for the cause. 

On careful examination, it will appear that 
one or other of these errors, which are as 
serious as they ore palpable, has vitiated in 
a greater or less degree every generalisation 
of fever that has hitherto been attempted.” 

The believers in debility, therefore, ac- 
cording to Dr. Smith, are mistaken in as* 
signing to all tbe stages of fever what is 
only true with regard to the first and last, 
and what may be true “ in particular sea- 
sons, climates, or constitutions,” but which 
is false when affirmed generally. The writers 
who refer the disease to s morbid condition 
of the blood, err in arguing positively on 
the premises which have not been proved, 
and in support of which they adduce no 
evidence whatever. Lastly, the followers 
of Clutterbuck and Broussais commit the 
common error of 14 assigning to the genus 
what belongs to a particular species and 
the latter, moreover, by describiug as a 
cause that which should, accordiug to the* 
succession of events, be considered as an 
effect. These several errors Dr. Smith pro- 
poses to avoid, and he sets out in his study, 
by ascertaining what the precise objects of 
inquiry should be, the common phenomena 
of fever, and the Older in which these phe- 
nomena occur. 

44 When these two points have been made 
out, what is essential and what adventi- 
tious, as well as what is the cause and what 
the effect, become at once dear and certain. 
But the difficulty lies in discerning amidst 
the infinite diversity and contrariety of 
symptoms which the different modifications 
of fever present, when we may safely assure 
ourselves that we are in possession of all 
the essential phenomena. Our guide is in- 
variableness of concurrence, if we can 
ascertain that a certain number of events in- 
variably take place in every form and every 
degree of fever, these events will give us 
the particular phenomena which are oommon 
to all the varieties of the disease. If we 
can further ascertain that these events in- 
variably concur in a certain order, we shall 
have discovered what events bear to each 
other the relation of cause and effect. 
And the establishment of this relation of 
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vr«aitj tWt constant connexion with each 
other, this uniform antecedence and se- 
quence, appears to me to be the only theory 
after which it is consistent with the pripfei- 
plea of sound philosophy to search. If I 
beae endeavoured to establish this con- 
* nexion, and hare, thus ventured, as I con- 
ceive, in a strictly philosophical senes to 
propose a theory, in doing so I have care- 
fully restricted myself to the attempt to de- 
duce a legitimate conclusion from facts pre- 
viously ascertained. It does not appear to 
■le that these three points, namely, the 
common phenomena, the invatiabkiieas of 
their concurrence, and their mutual relatioU, 
are satisfactorily established. - - - . 

” Whatever be the phenomena of fever, 
they depend upon certain states of the or- 
gans. Whatever be the ndxidus agents or 
the exciting sauses of the disease, and how- 
ever they operate, they can induoe the dis- 
ease only by bringing about a certain con- 
dition in a certain number of organs, the in- 
dividual events constituting the disease being 
aothing hut certain chaoges in these organs. 
It is therefore of paramount importance to 
ascertain what the organs are which are im- 
plicated ; what the conditions are which 
are induced in them ; what organ sustains 
•the first assault, and what organs art! attack- 
ed- in succession. The pathology about to 
be -laid before - the reader will demonstrate 
the first two points : the establishment of 
the last two will be attempted by an exami- 
nation of the history of the cases.** 

We now pass on to the second chapter, 
in which is to be found the most remark- 
able, and, at the same time, the concluding, 
link of this chain of assertion. In this divi- 
sion of his work, the author principally 
notices the varieties of fever and their com- 
mon phenomena ; he enumerates the organs 
always diseased and functions always de- 
ranged, and declaring that fever is not in- 
fiammatxon, he draws a line of demarcation 
between both these states of disturbance. 
Under the first head he cursorily mentions 
(He several diseases which, under various 
denominations, have prevailed in different 
Season* and countries, and which present 
Mich innumerable shades of difference hi 
the detail of symptoms and adventitious cir- 
curastauces. Nevertheless, in all their di- 
versity, they are found to retain such a 
general resemblance, that “ there is no phy- 
sician who would not, in each. case, pro- 
nuance the diseased© be fever/' What- 
fever, therefore, are the common phenomena 
on which this resemblance depends, these 
we what constitute the identity and essence 
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ef the disease.* Various attempts; Hr. Midi 
shews, bare bean son tin trsiy made, by tbs 
most celebrated men, to ascertain by ana- 
lysis what these common features are; and 
tlife want of success attendant on their efforts 
sufficiently evinces the difficulty of the task. 
Thus, heat was regarded by Hippocrates as 
the essence of fever; shivering, frequent 
pulse, and heat, by Boerhaeve ; while to this 
catalogue Cullen adda “ languor, lassitude, 
and other sigtfs of debility, &c.> without 
any primary local affection!.” That all these 
definitions are exposed to striking excep- 
tions cannot be denied. Thus, in a whole 
tribe Of fevers, and a most important one , 
the fitvre atuJrvfue of the French writers, 
the heat seldom or never rises above the 
natural standard, and is usually far below it. 
In the same fever too, the pulse, so far from 
being increased in frequency, is generally 
slow, irregular, and feeble. Neither does 
it unfrequently happen, that in these cases 
uo feeling of lassitude exists, and the ordi- 
nary observer would find few circumstances 
indeed by which lie could explain why he 
termed the disease “fever,” except the mus- 
cular twitchings, and the peculiar, indescrib- 
able, countenance of the patient. This total 
failure in the construction of a precise de- 
finition, Dr. Smith ascribes to an erroneous 
mode of analytic investigation, of Which he 
treats as follows . 

** Without doubt, before it is possible to 
succeed in any scientific investigation, it is 
necessary to form a distinct conception of 
the object of inquiry. Fever is not an en- 
tity; not a being possessing a peculiar na- 
ture ; and the object of investigating it, is 
not to discover in what Such nature con- 
sist*, or what it is that constitutes its es- 
sence: but fever is a series of events, and 
the object of inquiry is to discover what the 
events are ; what tne events are that inva- 
riably concur in the series, and in what or- 
der they constantly succeed each other. 
When we have discovered this, we have 
ascertained all . that we can ever know of 
what is termed the nature of fever, as it is 
this, and only this, that we can ever know 
of any objector process.” 

Dr. $mith will pardon ns for saying, that 
this entire passage is rank nonsense. What 
disease does not consist of a “ series of 
events t* Those « events,” of coarse, con* 
stittite the legitimate object of inquiry in 
eve#y instance of disease. Fever, in reality, 

« sa much an “ entity" a* any otWr nti 
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lady ; but foot itr peculiar nature, phyai- 
caans have failed to discover it, and conse- 
quently to describe it ; at least it lias been 
of such chameleon character, that the hues, 
from the suddenness of their changes) have 
bsen repeatedly confounded 4 — the shadow 
has been mistaken for tbe substance j effects 
for causes. 

He next arrives at the most important 
stage of his inquiry, and proceeds to exa- 
miue what are the events which invariably 
occur in (ever, and in what aeries of succes- 
sion they arise. To this point we would 
particularly direct the render's attention, as 
it constitutes the pivot on which the author's 
peculiar opinions are balanced. According 
to the correctness of this position must his 
arguments either stand or fall. 

“ The evidence is as complete as obser- 
vation during life and inspection after death 
can make it, that a morbid change does take 
place In' a certain number of organs in every 
case of fever, from the most trivial intermit* 
tent to the most alarming continued (ever, 
from the mildest plagne to tlie most malig- 
nant typhus : that at the two extremes of 
this scale, and at all the intermediate grada- 
lions of it, there are certain organs which 
are always affected, and that tbe affection in 
all is similar. [And yet Dr. Smith says there 
ia no entity.] The identity of the organs is 
inferred from the indications they give of 
disordered function during life : the idea- j 
tity of the affection is inferred from the] 
similarity of morbid appearances which they ! 
exhibit on examination after death. The 
organa affected are those which constitute 
the nervous system, those which constitute 
the circulating system, and thote which con- 
stitute the Systems 6f secretion arid excre- 
tion. The spinal chord arid the brain ; tbe 
heart and the arteries, especially their capil- 
lary extremities; tbe secreting arid tbe ex- 
creting organs, which in fact are composed, 
Essentially, of tbe capillary extremities of 
the arteries ; the secreting and the excret- 
ing extremities of these arteries, especially 
St they terminate in tbe external skin, and 
in the mucous membraftet, which form tbe 
internal skin, this is the chain of diseased 
organs : derangement in the nervous and sen* 
Serial functions; derangement' in the circu- 
lating function ; derangement in the secretory 
and excretory functions; this is the circle of 
morbid actions. There never was a case of 
fever in which all these organs and affections 
were not more or less in a morbid stole ; 
there never was a concurrence of this mor-> 
bid state, in this complete circle of organs^ 
without fever. . The events which invaria* 
hi# concur in fever, then, are a certain de- 
flation from the hefskby state ia the nervous 


and the sensorial fenotton* j • certain devia- 
tion from the healthy state in the circulat- 
ing function ; a certain deviation from the 
healthy state in the functions of secretion 
and excretion. A deviation from the healthy 
state in one circle of actiona will not pre- 
sent the phenomena of fever ; a deviation 
from the healthy state in two circles of ac- 
tion will not present the phenomena of fever: 
there must be a deviation in the three cir- 
cles before fever can exist. Snch then arfe 
the common phenomena of fever* But it is 
not tbe invariable concurrence of a particu- 
lar number of events that is alone sufficient 
to constitute fever : to this must be added 
invariableness of concurrence in a particular 
order. As will be shown in a proper place, 
there is complete and irresistible evidence 
that these. events do occur in one invariable 
order. Derangement in .the functions of 
secretion and excretion never comes first in 
the series : derangement in the nervous and 
aenaorial functions never comes last in the 
aeries : derangement in the function of the 
circulation never oomes either tbe first or 
the Jest in the series, but is always the 
second in succession. The order of events 
then is first, derangement in the nervous and 
sensorial functions; this is the invariable 
antecedent : secondly, derangement in tbe 
circulating function j this is the invariable 
sequent ; and thirdly, derangement in the 
secreting and excreting functional this is 
the last result in the succession of morbid 
, changes/’ 

The only speculative topic remaining for 
us to consider st present is the opinion en- 
tertained by tbe author on the disputed 
question, whether fever be or be not iofletn- 
matiou, and if it be not, what constitutes the 
difference between them. In inflammations, 
though many or all of tbe phenomena be the 
Same, yet the order of their occurrence Dr. 
Smith aaSerts to be invariably different ; and 
this, according to the present state of know- 
ledge, he declares to be tbe true and only cri- 
terion between both these morbid conditions. 
We Shall take another opportunity to notibe 
his opinions on this subject with more, espe- 
cial attention. His allusions to mriariaand 
contagion will also be then taken into consi- 
deration. 

We have that presented a fair outline of 
the leading theoretical speculations which 
Dr. Smith has advanced. In these resides 
the chief novelty of his walk. 

We shell not withhold ear willing assent 
to bis opinions concerning the errors into 
which his predeoefisore in this dep ortment 
of literature, hate fallen ; further, sen on* 
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-tirely agree with him, that the only mode 
in which the truth can be arrived at, is by 
investigating the subject according to the 
mode of analysis in which he proceeds. 
Finally, we give him credit, to the fullest 
extent, for the advances be has made towards 
completing an able abstract of the disease. 
We shall now briefly examine whether this 
abstract be as perfect and free from every 
decided fallacy as its author supposes. It 
may be perceived that Dr. Smith’s view of 
fever, taken as he propounds it, constitutes 
a syllogism, or logical proposition, consisting 
of the usual parts or members, all of which 
individually and collectively must be con- 
structed on the surest foundation, and of the 
firmest materials, or the whole edifice majr 
he readily upset. If there be a fault in bis 
first proposition, the whole is impaired ; if 
his second be defective, the validity of the 
first does not strengthen his position. The 
inquiry then simply resolves itself into this 
simple question, Is there no other disease or 
form of morbid action in which the same 
phenomena occur, and in the same order as 
that which distinguishes Dr. Smith’s defini- 
tion, or rather description, of fever! We 
believe there is. 

The simplest condition in which we would 
presume the same circle of morbid actiens 
might take place, may be considered to exist 
in a wound of the head. A bullet traverses a 
soldier’s brain, or he receives a sabre cut, 
which penetrates to, and injures the cerebral 
substance ; inflammation speedily comes on, 
and the man eventually dies : here then we 
have, or we mistake much, Dr. Smith’s 
identical circle, “ derangement in the ner- 
vous and sensorial functions , derangement 
in the circulating functions ( inflammation 
of the brain), derangement in the secretory 
functions.” Is not this the order of action 
resulting from a wound of the head ? 

' But it may be objected to this argument, 
that we quit the limit of internal disease, 
and proceed to external and mechanical 
interferences* We will therefore suppose 
a case of another kind : — An individual 
breathes the sulphuretted hydrogen gas, and 
becomes immediately senseless ; he awakes 
in a few minutes, giddy, and with severe 
feeadach, shortly his pulse labours and be- 
comes irregular; he shivers, and, as Dr. 
Sigmond haa aptly described it, undergoes 


the several symptoms of a paroxysm of tn- 
termktent fiver* Again, alcohol is intro- 
duced into the stomach of a rabbit scarcely 
does the poison reach that organ, before 
symptoms of disordered nervous action ap- 
pear ; in some hours, if the dose have not 
been so large as at once to exhaust the ner- 
vous power, the usual phenomena of dis- 
turbed circulation are evinced, in the form 
perhaps of gastric inflammation, and, finally, 
the secretory functions are disordered. To 
select another example, but of a widely dif- 
ferent kind, a gradually increasing spicula of 
hone presses on the brain, and induces epi- 
leptic paroxysms, the initiation increasing, 
chronic inflammation at length supervenes, 
and the secretions are, lastly, disturbed. 
We might particularize several such in- 
| stances of occurrence and succession of mor- 
j bid phenomena. If these, then, are to be 
j considered in the light in which we regard 
them. Dr. Smith’s definition ceases to be 
perfect ; if these oases which we have de- 
scribed be not fever themselves , which we 
presume can scarcely be asserted, we might 
strengthen also our denial of the, exclusive 
application of the author’s description, by 
the narration of certain analogous occur- 
rences. We know a gentleman who canuot 
see a seaman at the mast-head without 
growing dizzy ; he feels nausea, his mouth 
waters, he speedily vomits, aud not unusu- 
ally bilious diarrhoea supervenes. Here are 
the chain and circle of actions again, — 
disordered nervous condition, deranged cir- 
culation, and disturbed secretion. 

There is no doubt, too, but that the majo*. 
rity of medical men, especially those in tex- 
tual practice, will be inclined to repudiate 
Dr. Smith ’8 suppositions on other grounds* 
They will argue, for example, on the phe- 
nomena of the yellow fever, which appa- 
rently attacks the digestive organs alone, 
and aflfords, in its devastating progress, no 
8ign of any primary affection of the senso- 
rial functions. To quote Dr.S, Smith’s de- 
scription — 

“ At another time the disease may seize 
with peculiar violence upon the organs of 
secretion, and especially upon those which 
belong to the digestive apparatus ; hence 
the liver may suddenly pour forth' an im- 
mense flow of bile, so vitiated in quality as 
to irritate and inflame whatever it touches, 

* Brodie. Philosophical Transactions. ' 
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aid m abundant in quantity aa rapidly to 
diffuse itself over every part of the body, 
and to tinge almost every tissue and every 
fluid ; at the same time the stomach and in- 
testines may be involved in such acute dis- 
ease, that the powers of life may be ex- 
hausted in a few hours by incessant vomit- 
ing and unconquerable purging : thus may 
be formed another type of fever, and such 
a concourse of symptoms actually occurs in 
the yellow fever of the West Indies." 

Dr. Smith, it is evident, perceived that 
the phenomena of this disease were apps- 
rently at variance with hit ideas. We re- 
gret that he did not canvass the question as 
candidly and vigorously as it required ; the 
only allusion we can And to it, cousists in 
his affirmation, that *' in such cases /the 
most urgent symptoms have their eeatonly 
in one set of the organs that compose the 
circle, but in every case, all the other or- 
gans are as really, though not as intensely 
diseased." And again, at page 56, where 
he thua observes 

u In like manner, when the organs of the 
digestive apparatus form the strong-hold of 
the disease » the morbid condition of the 
spinal chord and brain, and the altered ac- 
tion of the hearf and arteries, rosy attract 
less notice ; but that morbid condition will 
be not tlie less real, and will contribute its 
portion of disease to the general derange- 
ment of the ay8tem not the less certainly, 
because the indications of its existence may 
be less obtrusive." 

It is perfectly clear, we believe, that this 
is little better than a “ petitio principii,” or 
an assertion of the contested thing. That in 
the yellow fever the brain is primarily af- 
fected, may be the case, we do not deny it ; 
but we do not know it, there is no evidence 
of it, and, consequently, we are not entitled 
to argue upon the supposition. To prpve 
his case, Dr. Smith should have pointed out 
to us the single symptom, or set of symp- 
toms, of deranged sensorial power. Where, 
we would ask him, in the picture he has 
sketched above, can this group of pheno- 
mena be found 1 

For these reasons we cannot admit the 
universality of Dr. Smith’s description. Our 
limits oblige us to defer the prosecution of 
this subject to a subsequent number, when 
we ahall examine into the practical merits 
of Dr. Smith’s treatise, iu conjunction with 
those of Dr. Tweedie and M. Dance. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 

CLINICAL LECTURE 
DELIVERED by 

Dr. ELLIOTSON, 

Jan . 17, 1830. 

CASES.— BRONCHITIS. — IMPERVEctf 
DIAGNOSIS. 

I took in some very interesting cases on 
Thursday, Gentlemen, of affections of the 
surface of the body, which I am anxious to 
show you, and I am now waiting for the 
patients that I may show you the cases; 
they will be here presently. 

1 may state, however, in the mean time, 
that lost week seven cases were presented ; 
three among the men and four among the 
women ; one case terminated fatally. 

Reapecting the ease that proved fatal, it 
was one in which a circumstance occurred . 
that very rarely happens in the now-im- 
proved state of medicine with any one who 
is at all acquainted with his profession, and 
takes proper pains with his cases ; that is, 
a satisfactory diagnosis was not made. 
I could not satisfy myself about the whols 
outlie man’s complaint. The man was ad- 
mitted about a fortnight belore in a state of 
great confusion of mind, so that he could, 
not give me any account ef what his suffer- • 
ings were. He told me at first (before I 
was aware of his being in a state of deli- 
rium) that he had got the ague, that he 
shivered violently, and that his shivering* 
came on at particular times ; that he bad a 
shivering every other day at ten o’clock, 
and that he then had & high fever, but with: 
very little sweating. This of course, I be-' 
lieved, and I ordered him the French pre- 
paration from the willow, which has an- 
swered so exceedingly vyeli in another case 
of remittent fever— five grains every six 
hoars. The next day, however, when I 
went to see him, I found be had difficulty of 
respiration. He complained of no pain; 
he declared he had none, but he said he had 
coughed, and it was very evident hit breath* 
ing was deranged. I applied the stetho- 
scope, and it became instantly evident that 
the affeotion in the organs of respiration was 
bronchitis ; a loud sonorous rattle was dis- 
tinct all over the chest ; every part of the 
chest gave a snoring sound. The ague, if it 
existed at all, or the remittent fever rather—, 
for it appeared by his own account that 
though he shivered every other day, ha 
never was free from morbid beet— this re- 
mittent fever, then, became apparently un- 
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important, for the disease to be treated was 
the bronchitis. He was bled freely til) he 
appeared to faint ; about a pint of blood 
answered the parpose. He was very touch 
relieved, and I did not judge it at all ne- 
cessary to give him any medicine ; W con- 
tinued the willow as before, for I have not 
found that sulphate' of quinine has any ten- 
dency to increase any inflammation that 
may be prebent. When I have seen a per- 
son labouring under inflammation of the 
lungs, or of the eye, or of any other part 
indeed except the stomach (and I would 
not give it then, for then it would come 
directly in contact with the very part in- 
flamed), I have not found' this remedy at all 
interfere with the inflammation. 1 have 
not found it interfere with the treatment, 
and 1 have made it a rule to carry on the 
treatment of the ague, and that of the in- 
flammation that may be present, at one and 
the same time; therefore 1 continued it here. 
It is also of great importance not to let a 
person with ihe ague have another fit. He 
is generally greatly exhausted, and the ex- 
citement that comes on after the fit in the 
last stage is greatly increased. 

This patient went on for four days more, 
when the breathing became much worse. 
Unfortunately people catch cold very quickly 
here, on account of the great draught there 
is through oar wards, particularly when 
the doors are open. ITound it necessary to 
bleed him again ; it required’ me to take 
away about auother pint of blood from him ; 
•Iso to give mtdieine to co-operate with the 
depletion-— five grains of the ‘mbnmiriate of 
mercury ; and the salnriae was now* omitted, as 
I coaid not discover from the account of the 
sister of the ward he bad really any shiver- 
ing* at all. It was now evident that at the 
same time he was disturbed in his mind, 
that bis intellect was very much impaired, 
•ad he complained of pain in his head. He 
was cupped the next day to fourteen ounces 
upon the back of the neck, blistered there, 
sod the calomel was given every four, in- 
stead of every six, hours; bis breathing 
very Soon - again became healthy, but stilt 
ho wandered in bw mind. There was no 
ferocious delirium about him, but he Pan- 
dered ; and it appeared now, from aH in- 
quiries that co* Id he made, that he who in 
this state when be came in of wanderings in 
hit mind, and very likely was the subject of 
chronic inflammation or the brain ; lie ra- 
pidly grew emaciated and died. Oh open- 
ing the body there was no diseased appear- 
ance in the lUBgg beyond congestion Of 
the hack part as often is usual. Of eourse 
there is always great blackness and conges- 
tion at the back part of the lungs, arising 
from the natural gravity, but this blackness 
was more than usual. The bronchitis seemed 
to have bees vary much got rid of. The 


brain, however, sha med mirki of tbronta’ 
inflammation ; it was exceedingly hard * 
throughout. Chronic inflammation of the 
brain frequently induces an induration of' 
the brain-— sometimes, however, the reverse ; 
and acute inflammation again, induces a ' 
softening of the brain much more frequently 
than au induration. When you see indu- 
ration of the brain, in general ( 1 belie vs almost 
always) it is the result of chronic inflam- 
mation. Diseased thickening, and indura- 
tion in patches, are continually seen without 
any marks of inflammation ; but when 
general, this is allowed by most patholo- 
gists, I believe, to hare been preceded by 
chronic inflammation. I am quite satisfied 
with the treatment of the case, for the ague 
did not appear to have existed in any con- 
siderable degree ; but the grand disease ' 
which came on, bronchitis, was folly treat- 
ed, and successfully treated. With respect* 
to the other, the affection of the brain, I 
imagine he must have been more or leu 
insane for a considerable period. 

mtenoHms. 

There was, in the same ward, a case pre- 
sented among the women of bronchitis, 
which Was treated 'without any medicine — 
simply by bleeding. The case presented 
nothing remarkable in itSelf, but as it was 
treated simply by bleeding and starving, it 
may be a good illustration of the absence 
there frequently is of any necessity for giv- 
ing medicine in moderate inflammatory affec- 
tions. 

The woman bad rapid respiration, but she 1 
could He down perfectly, and had no pain. 
There was sonorous rattle all over the ehest. * 
She was Vied merely to twelve ounces ; the 
blood became buffed and cupped. She Was 
put upon slops, and next day bled again. 
She was so mudi better within five minutes 
of being hied, that it was evidently unne- 
cessary to give her any medicine ; and: 
though it was thought right to take a little 
more blood from her next day, it was con- 
sidered unnecessary to do more. 

^pw I have no doubt that it has happened 
in many of those coses, that pessone who 
would give a few drops of antiuxmial wine, 
or of ipecacuanha wine, or a saline, have 
thought they were doing well, when it really 
is the bleeding that does the good. When 
the case is at all severe, ft is necessary, of 
course, to do something move than tabs 
; blood add starve the patient ; but if soti- 
; mpny is given, it should be in full doses, so 
as to nauseate; if colchicum, it must be 
given so as to purge or nauseate ; if mer- 
cury Is given, it should not be in batf-granr 
doses every few hours, but a law grains 
every hoaj But Some make it a rule in 
every cans that should be treated with 
bleeding and starving/ to give some mess or 
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oAtr : twenty dtops of antintoakd will, or 
of the ipecacuanha wine; ov (ho camphor 
mixture, or sometbing'of that sort, and thick 
they do all the good. This is a sort of 
fiddle-faddle practice, which u sufficient (o 
make a pupil laugh at physio and laugh at 
phyaieiane, Whenever medicine if not ne- 
cessary, it is perfectly absurd to.gire. tri> 
fling doses — it cau neilher.do good nor harm. 
I have a very high opinion of a large num- 
ber of our drugs, but not of the trifling use 
of them which some persona adopt. 


BF1LBPSY. 

A oate of epilepsy went out from the 
man's not being satisfied with my treatment. 
It was a case illustrating the occurrence of 
epileptic aura , and the occurrence of it was 
singular. The epileptic aura undoubtedly 
arises irons affectiou of the head ; here it 
had arisen from a blow, on the head; the 
man had fallen nod pitched upon bis head, 
yet the aura commenced in the great toe, 
and ascended the head before the disease 
came on. It was treated with mercury and 
by bleeding about the bead— giving him 
mercury, and putting him on low diet. He 
was exceedingly relieved, and no fit came 
on. Soon after he was in the house, no fit 
appearing by means of the prussic acid, or, 
at least, under the use of the prussic acid 
the vomiting had entirely ceased, which, 
he said, had been incessant before. I will 
not say the prussic acid stopped the vomit- 
ing here, because l have no doubt that the 
state of the stomach was sympathetic with 
the state of tbs head ; and as the bleeding 
fion the head lessened the state of excite- 
meut there, so the sympathetic state of the 
stomach gave way. However, I was not 
so sure that treating the head would he so 
successful over the stomach, therefore I gave 
him ihe prussic acid, but I do not think that 
tne exhibition of it in this case affords an 
argument m fovour of that arresting the 
vomiting. After a time, when the fits had 
ceased to come on, and the vomiting was put 
an end to, the mao thought it was quite 
right that ha should have a good deal, of 
meat and porter ; I knew if he was allowed 
this, he would soon he brought back to his 
former state, and, indeed, worse than be was 
at first, and because X would not yield, he 
marched away. 

JN*LAM!MT0UY DR0P8Y.. 

In. the same week, there was a case of in- 
flammatory dropsy, which presented nothing 
unutua), hut whiyk was treated successfully 
in the way in which you have seen so many 
oases treated during the winter. The hie* 
tory of the case was precisely that which 1 
detailed to you on a former oocasion when 
giving a clinical lecture, particularly on in- 
flammatory dropsy. The haemal inflamma- 


tory affection here was a slight bronchitis, 
for there was dyspnoea and cough, and sono- 
rous rattles. There was likewise an inflam? 
matory state ef tits head, for he had head- 
ach. The blood was buffed, but hie uriaw 
was not albuminous. After a bleeding or 
two, the urine became albuminous. He got 
perfectly well after three bleedings from the 
arm, and a good purge firat by the super- 
tartrate of potash and jalap, and afterwards 
elateria. 

The case is interesting, particularly as 
that account. After the case waa nearly 
well, hit ancles only swelling, and the. 
swelling of them deereasing every day under 
a continuation of low diet and purging, ha 
was seized wi A inflammation of the velum > 
pendulum pahti, the tonsils, and all around 
those psrts ; in this, which is very un- 
ususl, the tongue was implicated — the sub- 
stance ef the tongue. In those inflamma- 
tory affections of the throat, you generally 
find the tongue covered with a foul yellow 
mucus, but bore its substance became in-, 
flamed. This was not an ordinary affection 
of the covering of As tongue, but the sub- . 
stance of the organ became inflamed, and 
there was set up a regular glossitis. The 
tongue swelled to a very large extent, so 
that you could put nothing into the mouth,, 
and in a very few hours the man waa 
threatened with complete obstruction by 
the mouth. He could only breathe by Ins. 
nose. This I believe ban been considered, 
rather a dangerous affection. 1 never saw - 
an instance of it befoce^ It came on almost 
instantaneously. There was inflammation 
the night before ; in the morning At tongue 
begun to swell and increase rapidly, so that 
in a few hours the tongue was glohelar and 
exceedingly tense. I never saw any- thing 
come on so rapidly, exoept in a case of urti- 
caria. I know the throat then will swell, 
then the toasik, and so on, and the person 
feel almost strangled, but here the disease 
of the tongue was not superficial *, the sub-, 
stance of the organ was swollen consider- 
ably. . . . 

Nqw we all know the great effect of in- 
citioe&in what is called erysipelatous phi eg- 
moooides, that is to aay, where inflamma- 
tion of the shut and cellular membrane under 
it, or inflammation of the cellular membrane 
under the akin alone, causes an extreme' 
induration of that membrane ; a free incision 
through it affords great relief. I have never 
had .occasion to practise in that way myself, 
for such cases fall not to us, but rather 
under the care of the surgeon. I n cis i ons 
are not necessary in cases of common erysi- 
pelas, but when there is great tenseness of 
the pacta, they become very useful. Know- 
ing the good effects of this practice, sn<L 
knowing that whenever I r had plunged *§ 
lancet into a gum boil, or into an inflamed 
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tonsil, under the idea that there was matter 
to be let oat ; and you very frequently can- 
not be certain whether there is mattcT or not 
in gum-boils or in inflamed tonsils, when 
the gums become exceedingly tense, or the 
tonsils swell and become exceedingly tense, 
it is not easy to say whether matter has ac- 
cumulated or not; but when I have put a 
lancet into it, under the impression that 
there was matter to be let out (which I have 
done often in my own case), the same relief 
has been afforded when no matter has 
escaped, as if I had let out matter. Know- 
ing, then, the good effects of this practice in 
that form tif erysipelas, its use in inflamma- 
tion of the tonsils and of the gums, I deter- 
mined that this mail's tonsil should be scari- 
fied. It may be useful for you to know, for 
the practice is not adopted, generally, that 
in inflammation of the tonsils, plunging a 
lancet into the tonsil itself affords great re- 
lief. You cannot get leeches very well ap- 
plied to that part, and the object is far bet- 
ter accomplished by plunging in a lancet, 
than by the detraction of blood breeches, 
even if you could get the leeches applied. 
If the leeches were to take, and you could 
get them applied, their bites might increase 
the irritation as much as in cases of inflam- 
matory tension of the extremities, or of parts 
of the surface of the body. If you make o 
plunge into the tonsil with a lancet, the 
parts gape immediately, and the patient 
finds great relief, so that frequently the ton- 
setites will subside from that rudiment. It 
was recollecting this, that I prescribed sca- 
rifying the tongue of this man. The tongue 
was scarified, and the relief was almost in- 
stantaneous ; in a very few hours the tongue 
was greatly reduced, and the patient much 
batter. An attempt was made to apply 
loeohee, but the tongue was so glary and so 1 
thiokly covered with some sort of stuff, that I 
the leeches would not take ; a few scarifica- 
tions were made, and the relief was speedy 
and perfect. 

1- You will not often meet with a case of 
this kind, but you will continually meet 
with casds of inflammation of the tonsils, and 
the use of plunging a lancet into them is 
well worth your knowing, for inflamed ton- 
sils are very inconvenient, and by adopting 
this plan, you may speedily overcome the 
disease. I am sure one gentleman at this 
hospital recollects the use of it this season 
after leeches had been applied outside; and 
they are among the best means in that way 
of combating the affection we possess. 
Leeches bad been applied in that case, but 
they had uot the desired effect, and the 
affection had always gone on to suppuration. 
I plunged a lancet into that tonsil, and from 
that moment the disease went back ; the 
gentleman had a good night and speedily got 


This case, then, of Harry man, in Wfl~ 
Ham’s Ward was interesting, on account of 
the treatment of the glossitis* 

A woman went out, who came into the 
hospital with a number of nodes ; but from 
my thinking it necessary to employ mercury, 
she decamped. 


PARALYSIS. 

A man, too, came in, who was admitted 
with paralysis of some of the muscles of the 
face and of the tongue. You may “recollect 
1 spoke of the case before. He Was admitted 
into Jacob’s Ward with an imperfection of 
speech, so that he could not fully pronounce 
all his words. There was psoris of one eye- 
lid, and an affection of both eyes ; so that he 
had, with a degree of amaurosis of one eye, 
ptosis of the other, paralysis of part of the 
muscles of the cheek, and a certain degree 
of paralysis of the whole of one side of the 
face. By keeping him well mercurialised, 
and giving him low diet, he soon lost the 
affection of the eyelid, and he improved,' 
but his mind was affected ; he had more or 
less aberration of mind. He was very trou- 
blesome in the ward. Being uxorious, he 
once ran home to his wife ; and being very; 
violent in the ward if he was not allowed to 
go out, it was necessary to take his clothes 
from him. He continued very anxious to go 
home to his wife, and the loss of his clothes, 
or the detention rather of his clothes, caused 
him to go away altogether. But there are 
two cases to which I wish particularly to 
draw your attention; the one case is a 
case of 

ICHTHYOSIS. 

I merely mentioned the name of the case 
when it was admitted. This is a rare dis- 
ease ; I never bad an opportunity Of treating 
it before. 

Thomas Swaddley, setat. 17, came m in a 
state of ichthyosis. He said he had l^ad the 
disease four years, that he had been at sea 
four years, and that just before be w$nt to 
sea, he had the complaint in a very slight 
degree. He said he had two brothers and 
one sister, and that one of those twfir bro- 
thers (one younger than himself) Jas it 
likewise ; that it began in that brother when 
he was three years of age. The brother is 
now in the hospital,- and you shall see him 
presently. The boy says be has had it all 
his life-time, but it is very probable that he 
cannot remember beyond the period when 
he was three years of age, and that having 
had it then, he now thinks he must always 
have had it. This little brother is eleven 
years of age : they were both born at Sheer- 
ness, and have lived at Greenwich. The 
patient’s skin was rough, with hard thin 
scales of a dirty greyish or brownish oolour* 
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On the extremities, particularly the outer 
parts where the skin and cuticle are naturally 
thicker and rougher than any-where else, 
the disease is the most intense. The front 
of the thighs and side of the hips have it 
very severely, but particularly the knees 
and the elbows. He had it slightly, too, up 
the front of the body, and the head even was 
scurfy, but the upper part of the trunk, 
where the skin is naturally very smooth, 
had it least ; there was none on his face, 
which is still smoother, nor was there any 
on the organs of generation. 

This disease is placed among the scaly 
diseases by Dr. Willan, but Rahere (which 
cannot properly be done, I think) endea- 
voured to associate it with Jepra and psori- 
asis. I had not read Rahere till lately, and 
I was very much pleased to find that he 
classed a great number of diseases of the 
skin under the head of inflammatory affec- 
tions, for it appears to me that a large num- 
ber of diseases of the skin are merely in- 
flammatory, and will yield to nothing but 
anti-inflammatory treatment. Now lepra 
and psoriasis are decidedly so. If you take 
blood aw^fy from a patient with either of 
those diseases, you will find that it is buffed ; 
the skin is unnaturally red, hot, and smart- 
ing, but in this ichthyosis there is no mark 
of inflammation whatever. 'The skin is not 
hot; the skin does not tingle, and if you 
take blood away, it is not buffed. There is 
no pain in the head, no thirst, — nothing that 
could lead you to say there was auy- thing 
present, more than an affection of the cuti- 
cle. It appears to me to be as unconnected 
with the disturbance of any organ as corns 
or warts are. The disease has been de- 
scribed very well by Dr. Willan. You will 
find it divided in Dr. Bateman's synopsis of 
diseases into two forms, and those two 
forms, the ichthyosis simplex (which occurs 
in this boy), and the ichthyosis cornea, 
which i® by far the most intense. 

Pertiaps before I read the description of 
this disease by Willan and Bateman, and 
Rahere, I had better show you the brother 
of the patient I -am speaking of, who is at 
present in the hospital. I luckily cured this 
lad completely, and I was onxious, therefore, 
to have his brother in the house, that if pos- 
sible T might cure him also. The brother, 
whp has bad the disease now eight years, 
ha* hjad it as intensely, 1 think, as the bro- 
ther who was cured, and who had it only 
four^ears. The brother, who is five, com- 
plained of no thirst, nor any sense ofinflam- 
maticm, but 1 took away blood from him 
that{ might see the state of it, and it was 
perfectly natural. He always complained of 
coldpgss, but this brother does not. After 
he hW been in the hospital a short time, 
however, he never felt that coldness which 
lie mentioned he had before experienced. 

No- 387. 
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[The boy was now produced undressed, and 
exhibited to the class.] The boy is other* 
wise in the most perfect health as you see. 
The outer part of the thighs, where the skin, 
is very rough, the outer part of the upper 
extremities, where the skin is rougher, and 
ou the kuees, the affection is very consider- 
able. It is like the integument of some of 
the lower animals. Notwithstanding all 
i this, the palms of the hands and soles of the 
feet are not affected with the disease at all. 
The skin in the palms is hard enough, but it 
is of a different quality, and the difference 
in structure of the skin there from the other 
parts of the body, is such as to prevent tbe 
disease. With that exception, however, the 
harder and rougher the skin, the more the 
parts suffer. 

You will observe that the disease is im- 
properly called ichthyosis, because tbe scales , 
if you can call them scales, do not lie one 
upon tbe other, — do not lie as the scales of 
a fish do ; they are all separate — they all 
stand detached one from the other. The 
furrow along the spine of this boy’s back is 
not at all exempt from the disease. The 
description given is this : — [The learned lec- 
turer read the description given both by 
Bateman and Rahere.] 

Now there is another form of the disease 
which is decidedly hereditary, and far more 
severe. I cannot ascertain that in this case 
there has been any hereditary tendency, but 
it certainly is constitutional. Whether the 
father or mother gave them this disposition 
to the disease from any disposition they had 
themselves to it, or which they acquired 
from their progeniture, I do not know. The 
boys themselves can give no account as to 
I whether their parents, or any relations, bad 
I the affectiou ; but that it is constitutional in 
them is pretty clear, I think, from having 
come on in the two brothers; it has fre- 
quently been known to be hereditary. There 
is one case mentioned as having occurred at 
Woolbury (I think in Sussex), where the 
mother had the disease as well as one female 
| child. The disease, however, I may men- 
tion, is far more frequent in males than in 
females. In the child in the instance to 
which 1 have just alluded, it began at the 
age of three months ; in the mother it began 
at the same age. The case is mentioned in 
one of the volumes of the Med. Chir. Trans. 
There is a family now living whose ancestors 
were described many years ago (and I be- 
lieve came from Stoke) by Tallisieus, in the 
Philosophical Transactions ; one of them I 
myself saw ; the man was exhibited in Bond 
Street, a shilling a piece ; there the disease 
was ten thousand times more intense than 
iu this individual. All the sort of warts 
which you see here were really horny , so 
that in striking the nail against them a noise 
was made as if you had been striking against 

QQ 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



594 


DR. ELLIOTSON ON ICHTHYOSIS. 


one of the animals which are supplied by 
nature with thick scales for protection ; it 
covered the most part of this individual ; 
bis bqdy was one smooth, contiguous, horny 
surface ; but if lie bent the parts so as to 
withdraw the horny warts (for really that 
was the proper expression to be applied to 
them) from each other, you saw then very 
cle%rly that they werq horny warts arising 
from the surface of the body, laid side by 
side with each other, and so close that one 
continuous surface was produced. This man 
said he shed the disease, or the horny sur- 
face, every summer, and that it had gone 
qn through very many generations. The 
first ancestor whom he recollected to have 
heard stated to have had it, was an Ame- 
rican savage; it had appeared regularly in 
all the males, but never in the females of 
the family. The swollen parts of the body 
were not affected, the face nor glans penis, 
but all the other parts of the body ; neither 
the palms of the hands, nor the soles of the 
feet had it* 

I shall now pass on to the treatment of 
ibis disease. And I should remark in 
starting, that Rahere says ichthyosis is sel- 
dom oured,' unless it is slight and acci- 
dental. Now it cannot be considered acci- 
dental here, as it appeared in two brothers 
without any external cause, and at different 
times, the one many years after the other. 
The same author says, that emollient appli- 
cations long continued, tepid baths, friction, 
mucilaginous and mollifying lotions, are use- 
fully employed to disencumber the skin of 
the scales which covep it, but that is all. 
Some writers, be says, have recommended 
persons with ichthyosis, who lived at the 
pea-shore, to go into inland parts. Dr. 
Willan, he says, has recommended pitch as 
an excellent remedy — half an ounce a day. 
By this he assures us (he says) he has not 
pnly detached from the skin the epidermic 
layers, but'given to it a softness or supple- 
ness which the persons have not had before. 
More recent experience has not confirmed 
this experiment. He adds, arsenic has been 
given, but (he likewise says) with such 
dangerous effects, as to preclude its being 
tried again. However, I have no reason to 
doubt Dr. Willan’s statement, because he 
was, as undoubtedly appears from his 
works, a very accurate ana a very honest 
man, and I have no reason to suppose he 
would tell an untruth. 

[The learned lecturer then read a further 
statement from Bateman's work.] 

Now it is very evident that in the treat- 
ment of this disease it would be right, if 
. possible, to soften the skin. I therefore 
ordered the boy in question to go into the 
hot-bath every day. I also, to procure a 
constant effect of this kind on the skiu, ap- 


plied oil every day. After he came out of 
the bath, he was treated like an ancient Ro- 
man, and properly anointed. He rubbed 
himself twice a day well with common olive 
oil all over, after coming out of the bath. 
He began at the same time with the pitch 
in doses of ten grains three times a day. 
This dose was every day or two increased, 
till he took ten scruples three times a day ; 
that is to say, he took two pills of five 
grains each five times a day ; and at last he 
took forty pills three times a day. He was 
admitted on the 2nd of December, having 
had the disease four years. Ia a very short 
time a great improvement was manifest ; 
the skin became less rough, aud on the 13th 
of January I presented him perfectly well 
to all appearance. His skin had become as 
soft as that of a girl ; there was no vestige 
of disease ; it was far softer and smoother 
I am sure than my $kin is. I supplied him 
with a good quantity of pitch and oil, to 
pitch himself within and oil himself with- 
out for a length of time lest the disease 
should return, and he went away. I bad 
him clothed with flannel, and to|d him not 
to wipe off the oil after he had used it ; so 
that he was living in a constant state of 
grease ; he wo?e the same flannel drawers, 
same waistcoat, and same stockings, con- 
stantly. 

Now it is impossible for me to say whe- 
ther it was the emollient treatment, or the 
exhibition of pitch, that cured him, but be- 
tween the two the result was what I have 
stated. He was, in fact, well for a fortnight 
before I let him go out, and this was un- 
doubtedly a very rapid cure. He was ad- 
mitted on the 2nd of December, and 1 may 
say he was well on the 2nd of January — at 
any rate he was perfectly well on the 12th 
of January. 

With respect to the pitch it had no sen- 
sible effect whatever on him; his bowels 
remained the same as they were before, and 
there was no appearance of pitch in his 
evacuations, nor had they any smell of that 
description. 

Respecting Dr. Willan’s testimony in 
favour of the pitch, I may mention that in 
going round, one gentleman mentioned to me 
that he knew a lady with this disease who 
was attended by Dr. Willan, and who he 
knew took as much as an ounce of pitch 
every day — she got well. Since that a 
gentleman in the hospital told me he also 
knew a lady who was attended by Dr. Wil- 
lau for the same affection ; and lie said she 
took an ounce of it every day. If the gen- 
tlemen are present who told me they will 
correct me if I am wrong — I believe I am 
right. Under such circumstances it is pos- 
sible that the pitch has cured this boy, and 
not the unction, but 1 should think the unc- 
tion, and particularly the bath, must have 
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had considerable effect on account of the ra- 
pidity of the eure. It is not mid by Wiilsn 
end Bateman that the cure is effected rapidly, 
aad as that is an important point, if it had 
been eflfeoted rapidly with them, one may 
snppoee it would hare been mentioned ; nor 
was the rapidity of the cure alluded to by 
the gentlemen to whom 1 hare just referred. 
In this ease the cure was so rapid that I am 
inclined to aay the unction must have had 
an effect. However, for the purpose of 
being able to draw the inference, I am treat- 
ing this boy with only part of the plan ; I 
give him merely the pitch — I do not oil his 
skin nor send him t^ the warm- bath — I 
merely pitch him. ( jEaughier .) It is an 
object to know what it is that has the effect. 
It*is said that half an ounce was taken in the 
course of the day, but I found the thing so 
very innoxious that I went on increasing the 
dose till it amounted to thirty scruples a day 
— ten scruples at a time three times a day — . 
m ounce and a quarter a day* The only 
difficulty I expected to have experienced 
was the swallowing of the pills, but he swal- 
lowed them twenty at a time, as one would 
gulp marrowfat peas. ( Laughter .) This 
little boy has no difficulty in swallowing 
■them either. I began by giving him four at 
a time, but they will be increased as in the 
other case. It is possible that the celerity 
of the care was owing to the large quantity 
of pitch I gave ; however, the thing will fo 
carefully noticed, and we must wait the 
event. 

The swallowing of the pills you may ge- 
nerally facilitate in persons who have a diffi- 
culty in swallowing them, by making them 
chew a piece of biscuit or bread, and when 
their mouth is full of pap take the pills and 
throw them into it. I can myself swallow 
six or eight at a time in that way, though 
one pill thrown into my mouth at a time 
without the pap, is to me more nauseous than 
the filthiest draught. 

Here is a drawing of the disease by Wil- 
lan. Here is another where the disease was 
more intense. [Exhibiting the drawings.] 

• ST. VITUB’s DANCE. 

There was a case of St. Vitus' dance in a 
girl, which was cured under the exhibition 
of iron. I have no time at present to speak 
* at length on the case, I will merely point it 
out to you. The girl I should say was 
in Mary's Ward. The case was interest- 
ing on account of its long continuance. She 
bad had the disease two years. She was 
14 years of age, and it was almost confined 
to the left side. She took merely the sub- 
carbonate of iron — two drachms three times 
a day, and the dose was not increased. She 
was admitted on the 25th of November, and 
was perfectly well at the beginning of J anuary, 
m that she could then do needlework. I kept 


her in till tbe 15th, and aba went away with 
an allowance of the remedy. I hare not yet 
failed in curing a single case of thia disease. 

It is to be remarked, that many oases of 
this disease will eease of themselves after n 
certain period, but in some it is long before 
it does cease — many months. In thispa- 
tient it had existed for two years. However, 
with the subcarbonate of irou, as I have 
ssid, I have never failed in curing a ease. 
Now and then the disease has been obsti- 
nate, and I have been obliged to give the 
medicine for ae long as twelve weeks, bat by 
perseverance I have never yet failed. This 
girl, in about a fortnight after she had been 
under my care, was mucb better, and even- 
tually got quite well. She was able to do 
needle- work, which is one of the greatest 
signs of the absence ef the disease, on ac- 
count of the difficulty of threading a needle, 
or passing it. No aperients were given her : 
she took the ordinary medicine of the house. 
There was no sign ef nay inflammatory af- 
fection ; she was not put upon low diet, and 
her bowels were allowed to take their own 
course. There is now a boy in the hospital 
going through the same treatment, and be 
is improving rapidly, la him a degree of 
idiotcy was exhibited at tbe commencement, 
and vou will find that he will be perfectly 
cured. I shall be able to speak particularly 
of his ease when be is eared. 

There were eight persons admitted on 
Thursday, among which was a case of 

’ BALDNEBS. 

I am very anxious to show you this esse, 
because you may not often see it. The effeot 
here is baldness. The baldness occurs ge- 
nerally in circular patches, which spreads 
till the greater part of the head becomes 
bald. [The female patient was now pro- 
duced, apparently about ten years of age.] 
You perceive that the skin, where tbe hair 
has been removed, is particularly pale and 
smooth. It is even said to be smoother than 
the skin is in other cases, and so it appears 
here. No shaver could have accomplished 
any-thing like it. There is no sign of dis- 
ease, only a falling-off of the roots of the hair. 
Rakers objects much to this name, because 
there is no porrigo— no pustules — no vesi- 
cles of the skin. He therefore does not 
class this with bis porrigo inflammatory 
affections of the skin, but pats it with the 
diseases of the appendages of the skiq. 
Porrigo too is a contagious disease, but it 
does not appear that this is by any means 
contagious. She has slept with her sister ; 
she hss had it three months, and Bke has 
been at school, but nobody has had it where 
she has been but herself. 

I may only remark on this little girl’s 
case further, at present, that there are signs 
(which is very curious) of internal affec- 
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tion of the head worth your notice. She 
has drowsiness, and occasional pain of the 
upper central part of the occiput, and pain 
also in the frontal region. Sometimes* «be 
is so confused that she appears lost. Now 
I did not expect there would be internal 
affection here, but these are her symptoms. 
She has also vertigo, and would fall down 
occasionally if not supported. Her bowels 
sire opened every other day. She sleeps so 
aoundly as to snore like an old man. This 
disease began at the left parietal bone. On 
account of the internal state of the head I 
took six ounces of blood from the arm, it 
was not buffed, but the symptoms were much 
relieved by it. She has been less giddy, 
and much more comfortable, since its ab- 
straction. 

SEA. SCURVY. 

Another of the cases that I took in on 
Thursday, occurred in a :man whom I will 
show you, for perhaps you will never see 
again a case of sea-scurvy . The, disease 
will be cured most probably before next! 
lecture. This is a disease separated by Ra- 
here from those with which it is associated j 
by Willan. [Here the patient was intro- j 
duced to the class.] You will observe the 
petechia all over the thighs. There are 
livid spots and large ecchymosis — large livid 
patches as if produced by bruises, particu- 
larly on the thighs, and of considerable hard- 
ness. 

Now this may be considered a chemical 
disease. There is no fault at all in his 
organs and functions ; they are all ready to i 
do their duty, if they had proper chemical 
-materials. He has had. unwholesome food ; 
nothing but salt meat for seventeen weeks. 
He now requires no medicine — nothing but 
proper food. He has fresh meat every day, 
and greens twice a day, and is amending 
very rapidly. If the case had been more 
severe, so that there was any fear of not 
curing it rapidly enough in this, way, I 
would have given him lemon-juice, or nitre 
into the bargain. His gums have bled a 
great deal. He came in only on Thursday ; 
.he had afterwards to go out for some linen, 
and the ecchymosis was directly and in- 
stantaneously aggregated, both in point of 
colour and extension, from the use be made 
of his limbs ; the hardness was greatly in- 
creased. I shall detail the whole case to 
you hereafter. 

LEPRA VULGARIS. 

There was a cose presented also which I 
shall not speak of till the patient is cured — 
a case of lepra vulgaris. When I inquired 
of the patient the state of his head, he said 
he had no pain— nothing at all the matter 
with it ; but after a little while, he told me 
ho had » great want of recollection, Since] 


the disease lied begun, he had found hU 
memory greatly impaired — that, of course, 
was from the cerebral affection, and from 
the circumstance of his not mentioning it at 
first,- we may ceosider that the omission 
arose from the want of recollection. He was 
bled, aud felt well directly. His head was 
much ^better ; he had no inflammatory sign 
about the head ; nothing but the loss of me- 
mory, which was very curious, showing 
cerebral affection. 

THE LANCET. 

London , Saturday , January 29, 1831. 

iNxspeaking of the disgraceful trading 
connexion which has so long existed be- 
tween the Colleges and the Hospitals, we 
omitted to animadvert upon the practice of 
permitting the lecturers to be themselves 
the examiners of the candidates for the di- 
ploma. A priori, such an arrangement is a 
tacit admission that the lecturers are gentle- 
men well qualified tor discharge their respec- 
tive duties. This is a sad mistake. The 
lecturers are appointed td their offices, be- 
cause they have undergone the initiatory 
process of hospital naturalisation ; they have 
paid the highest apprenticeship fees ; and 
the Court of Examiners and the hospital 
surgeons will all tell you, that wherever 
there is a pocket full of money, there must 
be a head full of brains. At least it would 
be uncandid if they were not to make this 
acknowledgment, as it is the predicat upon 
which they found all their more important, 
charitable, and scientific, regulations. A 
surgeon is not deemed eligible for the office 
of hospital surgeon, if he have not been a 
hospital surgeon’s apprentice. He is not 
eligible for the chair of the teacher, if he be 
not a surgeon to the hospital. He is not 
quite eligible for the Council of the Col- 
lege in Lincoln’s Inn Fields, if he be hot a 
hospital surgeon, and not at all eligible if 
he be not a «' pure” (purely ignorant) 
surgeon ; but if he happen to be both hos- 
pital surgeon aud lecturer, then is be eiigi- 
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Me Meed, end competent net only to bold 
s seat amongst the Council, but to fill’ 
a place in the Court of Examiners. What 
follows? The hospital surgeon is the pupil’s 
master, and pockets the money for his 
“ walking” through the wards, and the same 
surgeon is the pnpil’s lecturer, and pockets 
the fees for the regular courses. Thus far 
lie filches the fees as surgeon to the hospi- 
tal, as lecturer on anatomy, as lecturer on 
surgery, and as demonstrator ; for at Bar- 
tholomew’s and the Borough Hospitals, the 
monies paid for “ demonstrations,” invari- 
ably chink in the pockets of the lecturers. 
Mark, farther! This surgeon, lecturer, and 
sinecure demonstrator, takes his station 
amongst the Council of the College of 
Surgeons, where he manufactures the “ re- 
gulations” which are to enforce attendance 
upon his lectures and hospital practice ; and, 
finally, he steps into the Court of Examiners, 
where he himself examines the candidate 
for the diploma as to his knowledge of the 
twaddle and trash which have been gabbled 
over to him during a course of not less than 
six months' duration, and, by way of climax, 
plucks from the unhappy, stripped, pigeon, 
his last feather, as a consideration for certain 
ten worthless autographs upon a dirty carica- 
ture. These are ingenious contrivances for 
promoting the utility and respectability of 
the medical profession. What, we would 
ask, can be more disgustingly preposterous 
than such a system? Where is the protec- 
tion for the publio ? Here is an avaricious, 
ill-informed lecturer permitted to inquire 
into the competency of his own stadents, 
and as the youth is not admitted to the pre- 
sence of his august examiner, until after the 
secretary has fully and satisfactorily ascer- 
tained that the hopeful youth has charged 
his purse with the requisite quantity of gold, 
the moment the young gentleman appears, 
the worthy, disinterested, examiner, sees 
in the bright and polished aspect of the 
candidate, twenty •two sound and sufficient 
reasons for granting tW diploma* 


m 

In order to allow bow the machinery, by 
which this union between the College and 
Hospitals is msintained, works for the pub- 
lio, the profession, and the pupils, let us go 
back for one moment to 18*3, when the 
Court of Examiners, in its wisdom, promul- 
gated e “ regulation,” in which it was de- 
clared that "certificates” of dissections 
would not be received unless those dissec- 
tions were performed in London, under a 
surgeon of one of the London hospitals, or a 
person sanctioned by him, and in the ‘‘ winter 
season.” To be sure, there were no sub- 
jects in London to dissect ; they could not 
be procured at any price from the resurrec- 
tion-men. Ho matter, " the bond ” must be 
fulfilled ; the “ pound of flesh ” was to be 
sternly and unyieldingly demanded, although 
there were neither fiesb, akin, nor even 
bones;— certainly none in the dissecting- 
rooms of London. Fortunately, subjects at 
that time were plentiful in Paris, and the 
students, really believing that the College 
was actuated by a strong desire to promote 
“ sound chirurgical,” repaired in great num- 
bers to the French metropolis, and returned 
to London i iohly stored with the treasures 
of professional knowledge. High were the 
commendations whioh they expected would 
be bestowed upou their zeal and industry, 
in having travelled so great a distance 
to acquire information. On presenting 
themselves at the College, what was their 
horror end mortification on being told that 
they could not be examined ; that their la- 
bours in Peris availed them nothing ; that 
they inight have dissected there until doom’s 
day,— but never could be examined at that 
College unless they produced “ certificates ” 
of attendance upon the “ recognised ” 
teachers ; in a word, upon the teachers of 
the London hospitals ! The unhappy students 
deolared that they had endeavoured to com- 
ply with the regulation, but were unable in 
London to procure subjects for dissection, 
upon which they were sneeringly told that 
" certificates ” ytetp procurable (on being 


Digitized by i^ooQle 



598 


THE LATE MR. JAMES LAMBERT. 


paid for) If subjects wore not. The luckless 
student* desired to know of whet on were 
the “ certificates ” if there were no subjects 
to diaseet. A satisfactory reply oonld not 
be obtained, and by way of finale, they were 
requested to go their ways, with their 
fbreigit testimonials, to exchange some of 
their remaining cash for London <* recog- 
nised ** hospital “ certificates/* when they 
would become more enlightened, and call at 
the College with a better chance of success. 

How any set of gentlemen , haring the 
slightest claims to respectability, could hate 
acted in the manner attributed to the Court 
of Examiners in the College of Surgeons in 
1823, we are at a loss to comprehend. The 
Whole “ regulation ” system of that period 
was a piece of anblushiog, corporate kna- 
very and trickery, such as is seldom seen nr 
heard of, we believe, even in this nation of 
corporate jobbing and corruption. These 
things, however, hate partially passed away. 
The student is not now compelled to pro- 
duce “ certificates** of attendance upon dis- 
sections performed in London ; neither is it 
absolutely required that he shonld purchase 
a tieket of admission to a London Hospital. 
The “ regulations/’ howeter, are so non* 
Btrncted, that he is almost compelled to 
fortify himself with the hospital certificates > 
and even' now, notwithstanding the march of 
mind, the vast improvements — notwithstand- 
ing “ the schoolmaster/' and hie rod and 
broom, the examiners are still hospital sur- 
geons, still hospital lecturers. Hence, as 
the examinations are altogether conducted 
ia private, no check whatever is interposed 
between the cupidity of the diploma-monger 
and the candidate for his wares. Public 
health sinks into nothing, whan placed in 
comparison with the profits of a worthless, 
avaricious. College. 

However much the timid may dread the 
Word, we hesitate not to say, that in our 
profession a revolution is much wanted-— a 
complete breaking up of the restrictions and 
monopolies by which the members of the 


different colleges have bean plundered of 
their rights, aid the public persecuted by 
abuses. One would suppose, that had men 
any sense or feeling of decency, they would 
not, at the same time, hold three such de- 
cidedly incompatible offices as those of lec- 
turer, surgeon, and examiner. Under the 
operation of such a system, the three are 
certainly not equal to one, supposing that 
one to be properly occupied. The members 
of the profession should duly investigate 
! such facts as these, when they will aeon be 
: taught that evils of such vast magnitude can 
| only be efifeotually, radically, removed, by 
| the establishment of a N xw Medical Col- 
Ileue. 


MR. JAMES LAMBERT. 

We record, with feelings of indescribable 
regret, the death of this excellent man and 
scientific surgeon. Mr.. Laxbeet was the 
son of a gentleman who formerly resided at 
Lewes, in Sussex, and was apprenticed to 
his unde Mr. Clapham, a highly respect- 
able surgeon of Thorney near Peterborough, 
in Lincolnshire. The term prescribed by 
hie indentarea having expired, he became a 
pupil of the Borough Hospitals, where he 
studied with great diligence and asaidqity. 
Having become a licentiate of the Apothe- 
caries' Company, he wan elected, solely in 
consequence of his professional merits, apo- 
tkeeary to the Middlesex Hospital. His 
residence in that institution, as is already 
well known to the profession, wan bat of 
short duration, sad soon afterwards having 
obtained his diploma from the College of 
Surgeons, he settled at Walworth, where he 
purchased a practice, worth about ldOi. per 
annum. Whilst engaged in the pursuit of 
his profession in this pfeee, he regularly at- 
tended the Borough hospitals, where he took 
notes of the more interesting cases, for pub- 
lication in this Journal, until March, 1828, 
when having written an acooont of an ope- 
ration of lithotomy* in strict conformity 
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with troth, in perfect acserdsnce with the 
dictate* of hit own conscience, and to the 
entire satisfaction of the great mass of the 
profession, and of the whole of the humane 
and intelligent portion of the public, he gave 
offence to the surgeons of those hospitals, 
to whom publicity had long been an annoy- 
ance ; and in consequence of an intimation 
conveyed by these personages, Mr. Lam- 
bert discontinued his attendance at the hos- 
pitals, and there terminated his engagement 
with this Journal. 

Mr. Lambert now applied himself with 
the utmost assidnity to the duties of his pro- 
fession, and so far succeeded, that, at the 
time of his decease, his practice was pro- 
ducing an income of nearly 800/. annually. 

In 1827 be signalised himself by tying 
the carotid artery in the neck of a female 
who was suffering from aneurism at the root 
of that vessel. The artery, of course, was 
tied upon the distal side of the aneurismal 
tumour, on the principle so successfully 
pursued by Mr. Wardrop. So far as the 
cure of the aneurism was concerned, no ope- 
ration was ever more successful than this, 
for the tumour was completely consolidated, 
as may be seen in the preparation now in 
our possession. The ligature, however, 
having been composed of silkworm-gut, it 
unfortunately became absorbed before the 
artery had entirely separated, and at the 
expiration of nine weeks the woman died 
from haemorrhage. The dissection proved, 
beyond all question, beyond even the possi- 
bility of a doubt, the power which ligatures, 
applied on the distal side of anearismal tu- 
mours, exercises in completely arresting the 
progress of these swellings. Had this poor 
woman ultimately recovered, there were 
persons, even amongst the “ heads ” of the 
profession, who would have contended that 
aneurism had not existed at all, but the ie- 
6uH of the post -mortem examination silenced 
all illiberal cavillers ; an aneurism had exist- 
ed, and that aneurism was cured, complete- 
ly cured, by a ligature applied beyond the 


swelling. The hemorrhage from which the 
poer patient expired, proceeded from the 
upper portion of the vessel, the blood having 
been obtaiued from anastomosis with the 
arteries of the opposite side. The aneuria- 
mal tumour was not only consolidated, but 
the portion of the vessel between the liga- 
ture and the swelling had become impervious. 
Mr. Lambert acquired considerable cele- 
brity from his treatment of this case, and 
his practice rapidly increased up to tha 
period of his illness. His suocess, however, 
did not arise from one fortunate result, bat 
from a long-continued course of scientific 
practice ; he was unremitting in his atten- 
tions to bis patients, always judicious in 
prescribing remedies, and ever delicate and 
soothing in their administration. In a word, 
he was not only a highly-gifted practitioner, 
bat a most humane, kind-hearted, honour- 
able man. In the surgeon, the patients ever 
saw one of their best and dearest friends. 
His manners and conversation were at all 
times particularly lively and agreeable ; bis 
mind was richly stored with anecdote; he 
divested the chamber of sickness of itd 
gloom and melancholy, and the oppressed 
victim of ennui arose with a cheerful, elated, 
heart, at Ms invitation. The extent to 
which Mr. Lambebt had won the eeteem of 
his patients, may in some measure be con- 
jectured, when it is stated, that In every 
family circle, from the highest to the lowest, 
of his professional connexion, the announce- 
ment of his death was followed by involun- 
tary tears of sorrow. 

Mr. Lambert never enjoyed what might 
be termed robust health, tmd the cruel, fiend- 
like persecution to which he was subjected 
in 1828, very sensibly affected bis health. 
The poisoned arrow of calumny had trans- 
fixed his heart. After this inhuman assault 
upon his character, he at no time qn- 
joyed a long period of mental repos? ; the 
| powers of his constitution thus invaded, and 
his health further pressed upon by the in- 
| creasing labours of his profession, he was so 
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far obliged to yield to the influence of dis- 
ease in May last, as to* confine himself to bis 
room for a supposed attack of meningitis . 
A few days before his death, he attempted 
to draw up an account of his own case, — a 
task which, from a cause we shall presently j 
state, he was unable to execute. He com- 
mitted to paper, however, the following 
particulars : — . 

“ At the latter end of the month of May I 
was attacked with symptoms of meningitis, 
for which I was bled in the arm, and freely 
leeched. For a few days I recovered from 
the disease, but remained so very much de- 
bilitated, and continued in this condition so 
long, that I was advised to try the effects of 
country air and relaxation from business. 
I went to Gosport and the Isle of Wight 
in the month of July, and remained about 
threq weeks, and by sailing in an open 
boat, with occasional moderate exercise on 
foot, I recovered my health in a surprising 
degree. It is worthy of remark, that when 
I first went to Gosport I had palpitation of 
the heart on exertion, and especially on 
going up stairs, but this subsided so much 
that at the time I left I was able to as- 
cend Fortsdown Hill without inconvenience. 
Shortly after my return home I was attacked 
with violent pains in the head, with great 
tenderness of the pericranium, especially on 
the frontal bone, and my general health soon 
became much disordered. Leeches were 
applied with benefit, and quinine was ad- 
ministered. 1 occasionally felt palpitation 
after much exertion, but not to a remarkable 
degree, and I attributed it to simple de- 
bility, as there was no irregularity of pulse — 
merely accelerated upon exertion. I went 
to Ramsgate for a few days, where the 
neuralgia of the scalp, or rheumatic affec- 
tion of the tendon, was much relieved by 
the change of air and warm bathing. I 
still felt palpitation on using violent exer- 
cise, or going up a steep ascent ; but as a 
proof of its slightness, I may mention that I 
used to walk briskly on the sands and about 
the town ; that I walked to Pegwell Bay, a 
distance of two miles, aud to Broadstairs 
and back, a distance of three miles each 
way. When I returned, the pains of the! 
head had left me. On Saturday, the 4th of! 
September, a few days after my return from 


Ramsgate, I reoeived a letter from my 
much esteemed friend, Mr. Hodgson, of 
Lewes.**— 

He could write no more. The recollec- 
tiop of the loss of his father overpowered 
his feelings. 

Mr. Hodgson’s communication, of the 4tli 
of September, announced to Mr. Lambert 
that his father was in an extremely danger- 
ous state. Weak as he then was, he in- 
stantly departed for Lewes, which place 
he reached only in time to behold the eyes 
of his parent close for ever. This cata- 
strophe added greatly to our unhappy friend’s 
sufferings. The palpitations of the heart 
returned with renewed violence, and the 
dyspnoea progressively increased. He re- 
turned to town, but was too enfeebled to 
enter upon the active duties of his pro* 
fession, and still continuing to decline, he 
left Walworth for Thorney in Lincolnshire 
where he went on a visit to the house of 
Mrs. Lambert’s father, in the hope that 
change of air might invigorate his constitu- 
tion. Every effort, however, to alleviate 
his sufferings failed, and after a long-pro- 
tracted, painful struggle, he expired at that 
place, in the 29th year of his age. Mr. 
Lambert died childless, hut he has left an 
amiable and excellent widow to deplore a 
loss which can never he repaired. 

The following is an account of the appear- 
ances observed at the post-mortem exami- 
nation : — 

« We found the body apparently not greatly 
emaciated ; the hack, the posterior part of 
the arms, and the points of the fingers, of a 
dark-livid colour, less rigid than usnal, and 
even the surface (thirty hours after death) 
not yet completely cold. 

On dividing and dissecting back the in- 
teguments of the chest and abdomen, the mus- 
cles appeared rather full and florid. Turn- 
ing back the sternum, the cellular substance 
covering the anterior part of the peri- 
cardium, the portion of the pleura forming 
its outer layer towards the left cavity of the 
thorax, and the whole visible surface of the 
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diaphragm wu of an txnasually bright florid 

colour. 

The whole of the right lobes of the lungs 
adhered to the costal, mediastinal, and dia- 
phragmatic surfaces. On the left aide, the 
edges of the lobes were confined to the op- 
posing surfaces by adhesions. In the left 
cavity of the chest, a little bloody serum; 
in the right no space capable of containing 
fluid, in consequence of the complete ad- 
hesion of the opposite surfaces of the pleura. 
On separating the adhesions, we found the 
posterior, and, indeed, by much the larger 
portion of both the right and left lobes, 
hepatized, not crepitating upon pressure, and 
incapable of collapse. On dividing their 
substance, we fouud in both lungs many 
portions of a calcSreous deposit, several as 
large as a horse-bean, and most numerous 
at the root of the lungs, among the primary 
ramifications of the bronchial and pulmonary 
▼easels. 

The pericardium being laid open, the 
heart appeared in situ, bat considerably 
larger than usual, and its surface of a deeper 
red, — the internal surface of the pericar- 
dium, however, presenting no unusual ap- 
pearance. The right auricle distended, and 
within the cavity of the pericardium about 
two table -spoonsful of bloody serum. We 
now removed the heart, by dividing the 
aorta about the sixth dorsal vertebra, the 
kmominata, the left carotid, and subclavian 
at their origin, and the pulmonary vessels, 
&c. Close to the heart, on slitting up 
the aorta, its internal surface was of a 
bright scarlet hue ; and this appearance we 
found, upon subsequent examination, to ex- 
tend as far as to the bifurcation of the com- 
mon iliacs. The same very characteristic and 
unusually deep tint pervaded the internal 
surface of the cavities of the heart, which 
we severally laid open, and in doing so a 
tumour became apparent about the size of a 
large lime, occupying the septum betweeh 
the two auricles, and consequently pro- 
truding into their cavities. It was soft, in- 
elastic, and its outer surface covered by the 
lining membrane of the auricles of a still 
deeper crimson than the rest of their cavity. 
On laying it open from the right auricle, it 
proved to be an aneurismal sac, communi- 
cating with the aorta by an opening large 
enough to admit the tip of the little finger, 
immediately behind the semilunar valves, 


nearest to the right auricula propria, the 
two coronary arteries being apparently sound, 
and opening into the aorta behind the two 
other semilunar valves. The .mouth of the 
sac of such a size, and in such a situation, 
as to be completely covered by the valve 
when in its perfect state of collapse, as dur- 
ing the contraction of the ventricle. The 
contents of the sac were, about five drachma 
of coagulum, grumous in its centre, but be- 
coming more dense, snd'of a lighter colour, 
as it approached the surface of the sac, the 
immediate lining of which was the con- 
densed layers of lymph. The whole of the 
abdomiual viscera appeared sound and in situ, 
except that the liver was of a lighter colour 
than usual, and that the spleen (enlarged to 
nearly twice its proper size) was connected 
by bands of adhesion, apparently not of re- 
cent formation, to the diaphragm and neigh- 
bouring viscera.’* 


(Signed) 

Thorney. 


T. Walker, 

H. Oliver, Jun./ 


\ Surgeons. 


I Thus has terminated the life of a most 
honourable, single-hearted, upright man. 
Liven his base and relentless calumniators, 
with all their anxiety to stab and wound liia 
reputation, were unable to lay hold of any 
pretext, whereon to hang their persecuting 
calumnies, except the alleged “ unprofes- 
sional report,*’ — they themselves forgetting 
that it was an unprofessional operation . 
Heedless of their own honour, they de- 
manded a scrupulous observance of etiquette, 
to the utter violation of the dictates of all 
charitable feeling, and the total bauishment 
of professional acquirement. Only one ex- 
cuse can be made for his scandalous re- 
vilers they knew him not. Had they been 
acquainted with his private worth, with the 
uniform kindness of his disposition, the in- 
variable excellence of his heart, his unbend- 
ing integrity, — they would not, with all the 
malice they have displayed, at least we 
think not, have attempted to break the heart 
of such a man. But of a broken heart, that 
estimable and excellent man expired. 
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m INSULT OFFERED TO THE PROFESSION BY THE KING. 


EXCLUSION OF 

NAVAL MEDICAL OFFICERS 

FROM THE KINOES LEVIES* 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — The Lancet has always professed 
that its pages were and should be open to 
Support the respectability, the honour, and 
the dignity of the medical profession. You 
have now, Sir, a glorious opportunity be* 
fore you of wielding that mighty engine, 
the press, in behalf of twelve hundred of 
your oppressed medical brethren of the 
fcavy, who have had the “ mark of Cain" 
set upon them by a <* Sailor King ” and his 
Board of Admiralty* Yes, Sir, have patience 
while I repeat it, that the medical officers of 
the royal navy, the members of a dignified 
and learned profession, have been declared 
by an Admiralty Circular, unfit to be ad- 
mitted into the presence of their sovereign. 
Gracious God ! Is it in this age ( called 
the enlightened ) that such an edict issues 
forth by sovereign command, to stigmatise, 
to auathematize, a whole corps of officers, 
the majority of whom have for twenty and 
thirty years and more, served that sovereign 
and their country with a zeal and ability that 
may be equalled, but cannot be surpassed. 
Will you, Sir, will the* profession at large, 
sit tamely by, and see so degrading a stig- 
ma, so atrocious an insult, passed ( through 
them ) upon the profession at large? Will 
you, toy country !— for to you I will fearlessly 
appeal, and cry aloud for justice— will you, 
I say, allow that twelve hundred of your 
servants, who have served you faithfully and 
honestly, zealously and willingly, whose 
profession alone gives them the claim to 
gentlemen and a passport into every society, 
shall be branded and proscribed as a caste ; 
unfit to be admitted to the levees of their 
sovereign, thereby endeavouring to lower 
them in the scale of that society to which 
1 humbly maintain they are entitled, both 
by their profession, and their rank in the 
service to which they belong ? Believe me, 
my professional brethren, this insult falls 
not upon us alone ; it is a proof in what 
light our “ Sailor King" views a learned 
profession. Every student, every practi- 
tioner, public and private, is stigmatized 
•nd degraded by this sovereign edict. Who 
after this, with one grain or talent, with one 
iota of respectability, will enter the naval 
medical service ? If any should do so, what 
follows? Why the mark of Cain is set 
upon his forehead, and he walks forth from 
Somerset House one of the degraded , the 
proscribed caste. Oh “ Sailor King!" Oh 
dear Lords Commissioners of the Ad mi* 


rally ! Host could you be so weak us to 
suppose you could at this time of day, in- 
sult with impunity a large body of eaucat- 
ed men ? Poor deluded Whig Lords ! it ean 
only bring upon you the contempt and de- 
testation of all well-informed and liberal* 
minded men. 

So to persuade ns to enter your service, 
you issued an order in council some twenty- 
five years ago, giving to surgeons in the 
navy' liberal pay, with the rank of captains 
in the army j and now you, and your ** Sailor 
King,*' turn round upon us, and say, not- 
withstanding our rank, notwithstanding our 
servitude, that we are unfit associates for 
gentlemen, unfit to enter the presence of our 
sovereign. Is not our coat splendid enough? 
Make it so ; give us the uniform our rank 
entitles ns to, or none at all ; but put ns in 
sackcloth, my Lords Commissioners, and 
we will find our way into society— aye, and 
into the best too, in spite of you. And now. 
Sir, for a little proof of the prejudice in the 
upper classes of the navy against the medi- 
cal officers, and which onr King has im- 
bibed. Look at the rales and regulations of 
the Royal Naval Club in Bond Street, and 
there you will find that chaplains of dock- 
yards, and chaplains of naval hospitals, are 
eligible to become members ; but not so the 
surgeons of natal hospitals or navsl dock-* 
yards* No* Sir, surgeons of hospitals, mak- 
ing up from one thousand to two thousand 
beds (Haslar and Plymouth to wit), are not 
fit company to be admitted into a club, with 
officers holding the rank of majors in the 
I army ! ! ! But, Sir, you and your readers 
may assist us, lend us your powerful aid, 
and with the aid of the press this obnoxi- 
ous edict “ must and shall be repealed." 

Yours, 

OjIe of the Proscribed, 

JVho has served his Country Twenty four 
Years * 

Jan. £2, 1831. 

%• A few words on this subject next 
week. — Ed. L. 


ON THE ACTION OF THE HEART. 

MR. DOBSON IN REPLY TO MR. DERMOTT. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — Mr. Dermott having advanced cer- 
tain objections (in a recent Number of The 
Lancet) to my viewB on the heart’s action, 
in reply I beg to state, that as the object of 
that paper was not specifically to establish 
the doctrine alluded to, but was ouly to 
illustrate another phenomenon, many argu- 
ments were omitted which might have been 
adduced in support of it. It was stated, 
that the action of the heart was dependent 
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totally da the sympathetic nerve, — that no 
atimalus, such as the blood, was requisite 
to excite the organ to contract,— that it main- 
tained a continuous alternate contraction 
and dilatation, quite independent of the 
blood's agency. Mr. Dermott, after ex- 
pressing his surprise at the opinion, affirms, 
that “ it is contrary to every-thing in na- 
ture’s economy of organized life.” Now, I 
would ask, What is the cause of the con- 
traction of the diaphragm ? Is it the effect 
of some external impression? Or, Does it 
not contract by virtue of a principle resident 
in its nervous supplies ? Does it not de- 
pend on the nervi phrenici ? Is it not the 
function of these nerves to excite the mus- 
cles of the diaphragm to a contractile action? 
When • considering the nature and peculi- 
arities of- muscular motion 9 we universally 
have referenoe to their nervous supplies. 
Thus, muscles are considered as voluntary, 
involuntary, and mixed ; the voluntary mus- 
cles being characterised by their actions, 
resulting from volition, deriving their nerves 
from tbe eerebro-spinal system, and oapable 
of maintaining their actions for only a very 
limited deration ; the involuntary muscles, 
fay their carryiag on regular and incessant 
alternate contractions and relaxations, their 
nerves being derived from tbe ganglion 
system, and their actions removed from the 
dominion of tbe will } those muscles of the 
mixed olsss obtaining their nerves from two 
sources, from the ganglionic and the oere- 
bro-apinal systems, the former giving the 
power of moving, independent of ihe will, j 
the latter bringing them under the control 
of its mandates. 

• The special actions of tbe diaphragm are, 
contraction and relaxation. The final cause 
which brings the action of the diaphragm 
first into play, is perhaps beyond tbe reach 
of philosophy, but tbe efficient cause which 
ipduces that action, and which maintains 
that action, from the moment of birth to 
old age, ia undoubtedly,. J conceive, seated 
in the nerves. Of whatever nature this prin- 
ciple may be, and however developed, the 
effects which ensue are proofs of some 
wonderful existing agency. Whether this 
principle be originated in the “ tractus 
respiratorius ” whence the phrenic nerves 
arise, or in the nerves themselves, does 
not invalidate the general position. 

The muscles of the diaphragm are includ- 
ed in the mixed dans, possessing a power 
of action independeat of the will, as during 
sleep ; yet so far under the will's influence, 
as to be accelerated or impeded by volition. 
That peculiar sensation experienced in the 
chest when the respiration is voluntarily 
suppressed, is obviously attributable to the 
instinctive desire of the diaphragm to re- 
new its contraction. 

It would appear that the phrenic nerves 


possess an analogous endowment to what I 
assign to the sympathetic, enabling the 
organs, in which they are distributed, to act 
independently of the will, and to continue 
those aotions without the necessity of sti- 
muli being applied to their nerves. 

So far, I think, we have a fair analogy, 
that ** the action itself, and the eiciting 
cause of action, exist together in the same 
structure;” hence Mr. Dermott’s first as- 
sumption must be erroneous. 

How far we are warranted in asserting, 
'that because “ there must be a stimulating 
cause for the contraction of the voluntary 
muscles, there must be the same for the 
contraction of the heart and all other invo- 
luntary muscles,” admits of doubt. When 
we know that in their motive effects there 
is such an important disparity, is it not pre- 
sumable that, in their sensitive qualities, 
they are equally dissimilar? The differ- 
ences which exist between the voluntary 
and involuntary muscles Beem to consist, 
essentially, in the former having a principle 
contained in the eerebro-spinal system, viz., 
volition , for their excitant ; the latter, a dis- 
tinct agency in the ganglionic system; the 
voluntary muscles being destined to move 
at will, the involuntary ones to be ever in 
motion. 

Had I not been reminded, that •* the 
heart was still working in a very stimulat- 
ing foreign fluid, the air, oxygen gas,” I 
should oertainly have “ forgotten,” and I 
cannot even now imagine the oxygen gaa to 
have been the cause of the heart’s action 
alter its removal from the body, because it 
equally occurs when inclosed in the thorax* 
The next objection is one (if Mr. Dermott’s 
opinion he correct) which leads strongly to 
corroborate the view I have taken. 4 ‘ Tor 
I believe,” says be, 44 that as sentient parts 
acquire a capability of containing sensation 
for a certain time after tbe cause has been 
removed, which I would call the habit of 
sensation, so involuntary parts, I believe, 
acquire a habit of action which is not got 
rid of at onoe ; and the immediate cause of 
this is the ageocy of the living principle of 
organie scatter — life, whatever the proxi- 
mate nature of that agent may be ; ft is a 
part of what I would term organio instinct/' 
What is here applied to explain the cause 
of the heart’s action after its removal from 
the body, is precisely analogous to tbe prin- 
ciple which I have assumed, as existing and 
inducing that actiou while tbe heart is con- 
nected to the living body, a principle resi~ 
dent in one of the nerves of the heart — the 
sympathetic. If the nerves in a part be the 
residences of seosatiou aud the agency which 
excites to motion in that part, and the other 
components, merely the apparatus, then the 
agent, “ organic instinct,” and “ a princi - 


Die . by 


Google 



604 


THE PERCENTAGE SYSTEM. 


pie resident in the nerves of the part,** will 
be identically the same. 

If the brain and its nerves can excite the 
voluntary muscles to motion at will — if the 
phrenic nerves and their connexions can 
imbue the diaphragm with a power of spon- 
taneous action, is it presumptuous to as- 
sume that the sympathetic furnishes the 
heart with a special power of continual mo - 
tion 1 This assumption is more especially 
warrantable, when we remember that the 
heart will contract, though no blood enter 
its cavities, and that the heart contracts 
when removed from the body. In some 
auimals, as the frog and the newt, the 
heart has been known to continue its action 
for twenty-four hours, or even longer, after 
the death of the animal. 

It is curious to observe when the heart* 
soon after its removal from the chest, is 
divided into small pieces, each portion car- 
rying on the alternate actions of shortening 
and lengthening of the fibres; as a worm 
when divided, each part performing inde- 
pendent motions. 

My object is to endeavour to establish by 
fair conclusions from correct data, that there 
is a principle in that portion of the sympa- 
thetic supplying the heart (this principle 
may be contained in the ganglia), by virtue 
of which this organ executes alternate con- 
tractions and relaxations — that this principle 
is the efficient cause which excites the heart 
to act, and that no stimulus in the heart’s 
cavities is requisite ; it is essential, as in 
every other organ of the body, that blood 
should circulate through its structure for 
maintaining the integrity of its funotion. 
If it can be proved, either by demonstration 
or by analogy, that the muscles of the dia- 
phragm have a stimulus applied to their 
nerves antecedent to each eoutractile effort, 
and that this stimulating agent is not con- 
tained in the diaphragm or its nerves— that 
is, not a part of, or resident in, their organi- 
sation, then the idea of a vis insita in the 
heart's struoture will be rendered dubious, 
however stroDgly it may appear to be sub- 
stantiated by the arguments adduced. I 
believe no oue entertains the idea that the 
dilatation of the heart is dependent oa the 
stimulus of the blood ; it is known to be a 
spontaneous action, and to precede the en- 
trance of blood into its cavities ; yet the 
energy with which thisQctioQ is effected, is 
infinitely greater than the contraction ; and 
it may be noticed, that wheu the two ven- 
tricles are simultaneously dilated, the central 
portion of the heart is considerably aug- 
mented, and that when the ventricles are 
contracted, the organ appears in -the natural, 
and apparently in the quiescent condition — 
in that condition which it preserves after 
death. If that powerful action, noticeable 
when the ventricles are dilatmg , con be 


executed independent of the blood, surely 
so simple an operation as (what is termed) 
the contraction requires not a stimulant to 
excite it to act, for it seems, actually, little 
more than a return of the muscular fibres to 
their natural state. 

W. Dobson. 

9, Belgrave Street, South Pimlico. 


PUFF-AND-KILL-SHOP PERCENT- 
AGE SYSTEM. 

MIGRATORY BATS. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

SrR, — In compliance with the request 
contained in your 385th Number, page 532, 
that such of your readers as could point oat 
individual cases in which a connexion exists 
between physicians and druggists, would do 
so, I beg to forward the following particu- 
lars of a most flagrant instance of this kind. 
It is only one of several with which I am 
acquainted ; but as I think one quite enough 
for one letter, I select thi3 only, and as I 
particularly deprecate all such unworthy 
and dishonourable compacts, and think a 
fearless editor ought to expose them, I 
shall not conceal from you the names of 
either of the “ partners," or the situation of 
the “ accommodation rooms" which they 
visit. Acting also upon a very proper prin- 
ciple which you have adopted both in Tiie 
Lancet and elsewhere, 1 think it right to 
transmit to you both my name and address, 
learing you to comment upon the facts, un- 
less you think they need it not. 

On Holborn Hill, No. 118, there is a 
chemist’s shop — or, rather, a druggist’s — or 
indeed it is hardly fair to call it even a 
druggist’s; it is, more correctly speaking, 
a slop-shop ; for together with his drugs, 
the proprietor sells matches, tooth-brushes, 
smelling-bottles, quack medicines, and “ all 
that sort of thing." The name of the shop- 
keeper is Wray, though whether this be 
really the name I am unable to say, for I 
never could see any-body standing behind 
the counter, but a dirty-looking, uncombed, 
lad. On the panel of the door-way of this 
shop or hole, for it is such a shop that a 
stout man can hardly turn in it, is a notice 
in gold letters, stating that •* two physicians 
attend alternately every day to give advice 
gratis,’’ and that “ a surgeon aud apothe- 
cary are in constant attendance;" and at 
the back of the “ shop," elevated a few 
steps, is a little glass -door leading into a 
half-lit accommodation room," the win- 
dow of which looks out upon a privy or shed 
of some kind, which any-body may see who 
passes in the street. Into this shop or 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



ME. KIRKMAN ON XHE LUNATIC ACT* 


605 


“ Institution,” as I believe it is called, 

11 for the recover y of health/* I walked a 
short time since, and accosting the lad be- 
fore mentioaedi inquired if it were true 
that I could really have advice for nothiug. 
I was answered *• Yes.” — “ And who pray,” 
I asked, “ is it that attends here?” To my 
astonishment he informed me— that Dr. 
George Siomond, of 24, Dover Street, 
Piccadilly, attended there regularly on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, from 
twelve till one o'clock ; that Dr. John 
Garthshore Thomson, of 66, Margaret 
Street, Cavendish Square, attended there on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, at the 
same hour; that Mr. George Jewel, of 24, 
Sackville Street, Piccadilly, attended there 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 
from one till two o’clock (the Mr. Jewel 
of “ perfectly-justifiable ** Hampton-In- 
quest notoriety) ; and that the “ house-sur- 
geon” was a Mr. Mathias, who gave ad- 
vice every morning from nine till eleven 
o’clock. The apothecary I presume waa 
the lad himself, whom I then asked as to 
medicines, when he told me that the doctor 
for the day would be sure to prescribe for 
me, that I should then bring the prescrip- 
tion into the shop, and that it would there 
be “ made up ” for me, and that for this I 
should have to pay. 

I told him it was really very kind of the 
physicians, and that when 1 was ill, I would 
think of it. 

I have thus, Sir, answered the call made 
upon honest men, and I hope that all other 
persons who may be acquainted with simi- 
lar “ institutions for the recovery of health,” 
will follow my example, and transmit to you, 
as I have done, the names and addresses of 
the active supporters of all such disgusting 
humbugs. 1 should like t to know if the phy- 
aiciaua and surgeons who figure in Mr. 
Wray’s back parlour, would be allowed to 
remain upon the list of members of your new 
Medical College. If they would, permit me 
to say, Mr. Editor, that your “ institution ” 
would never purify the ranks of the profes- 
sion. Believing, however, that no such : 
contemptible or quackish practices would be 
sanctioned under such a scheme as you| 
might promulgate for regenerating the pro- 
fession, I am most anxious to see it an- 
nounced, and am prepared to give it my 
fullest support. 

I am, Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, - 

Chirurous. 

London, Jan. 24th, 1831. 


PRIVATE LUNATIC ASYLUMS. 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE LUNATIC ACT. 

By J. Kirkman, Surgeon, New Cross, 

The recent legislative act relative to the 
cure and treatment of insane persons (if 
that may he called so, which has now run 
rather more than two years of ita course), is 
likely to be attended, and in some instances 
has been attended, with the most beneficial 
results ; and the medical treatment which it 
takes cognizance of, by the weekly register 
required to be kept in each licensed house, 
for the more immediate inspection of the 
professional commissioners, is not the least 
of the advantages which society in general 
may derive from the superintendence of a 
watohful committee. As it is expected, how- 
ever, that this Act will shortly undergo some 
revision (for in many respects it is extremely 
faulty), the present notice, which ia taken of 
such portions of it as seem to be oppressive 
and injurious, is from a desire to call the 
attention of some persons who may have 
greater opportunities of judging, and more 
talent in staling those objections to which 
I would simply allude in the present in- 
stance. There are few public duties which 
devolve upon the official performers of them, 
where the scales require to be so delicately 
balanced between safety to the individual, 
and protection to the public, as those which 
rest on that body called commissioners in 
lunacy, which makes it the more strange, 
that however weighty and extended their 
power as a body may be (und it is enor- 
mously so), it can only exhibit itself in 
punishment , it has no power whatever to 
pi otect. The proprietor of a licensed house 
| finds himself under the present Aot, and 
by the authorities at present coustituted, 
amenable to a body holding by law the 
power to ruin him and his family for ever, 
by a revocation of his license, but not pos- 
sessing the slightest influence to protect 
him, if his conduct in his public capacity 
should even be such as to compel its appro- 
val. It ia nothing to say that he ia protected 
by law Established * the commissioners ore 
distinctly a law unto themselves, and being 
empowered to exercise it to an unlimited ex- 
tent on the one hand, it is strange that they 
are prevented from displaying it iu any de- 
gree on the other. All public bodies, as far 
as I know, have some means of protecting 
those under their more immediate cogni- 
zance; and as fur as the sane man is a more 
useful member of society than the insane 
muu, it is uot right that the security of the 
latter should only be affected by oppression 
to the former. The iusiances are not rare 
where it is so, and under the present form of 
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the Act it must be so ; for however neces- 
sary it may be thought to tighten its reinn in 
order to curb anything like inhumanity or 
quackery on the part of those to whose care 
insane persons are committed, still common 
justice requires that opportunities of com- 
mendation should be sought after more 
eagerly than occasions for censure ; and if 
censure may bring with it heavy depriva- 
tions, commendation should bring with it 
freedom from suspicions, for constant suspi- 
cions are oppressive, and it is galling for any 
man to live under them. When it is re- 
membered that the party above alluded to is 
in every way responsible for his duty to his 
patients, to their friends, to the public at 
large, and to the commissioners as public 
functionaries, how liable he is to have his 
ablest treatment fail on the one hand, and his 
best endeavours thwarted on the other, and 
both to be mistaken ; it is surely not too 
much to allow him to claim some protection 
iu the fulfilment of his duty, from those who 
can bring so heavy a bill of pains and penal- 
ties agaiust him, if he should fail in it, if in 
any-thing he should be guilty of what may 
be construed into a misdemeanor ; a word 
which this body may interpret as they please, 
and for which they may inflict pretty nearly 
what punishment they please. The cry 
against places of restriction at all, hag of late 
been extensive and violent : whether it has 
been a well-meaning or an unnecessary cry, 
is not now the question ; if they are con- 
ducted with regularity, humanity, and cor- 
rect feeling, they are what they ought to 
be, — places of public good and of public 
safety, and the office of the conductors of 
them, medically or morally considered, must 
of necessity be one of great responsibility 
find trust. It is so easy to intimidate the 
fearful into acquiescence, to irritate the 
passionate by uncalled-for resistance, and to 
suffer the melancholy to sink into silence; 
that character and conduct should be fully 
investigated, before such a trust is com- 
mitted to the hands of any one ; and the 
call is likewise so imperative to show firm- 
ness to the fearful , coolness to the passion- 
ate , cheerfulness to the melancholy , and, 
in short, rationality before the irrrational ; 
for there can be little doubt that the more 
insane persons are treated like sane ones, 
the more likely is their malady to be re- 
moved ; that it would be well if the entrust- 
ed persons resided in their own houses, and 
better if those houses were kept entirely by 
medical men ; for it is not to the medical or 
moral treatment alone, that the friends of 
those bereft of reoson are to look for their 
anticipated cure or amendment; but it is to 
the conjunction of these, carefully and cau- 
tiously adopted. The moral treatment of 
any patient must in a great measure depend 
on arrangements, over which no body of men 


can exercise contrd, for though die Act 
commands me to have prayer in my house, 
night and morning, who shall direct what 
form of worship I choose to adopt 1 And 
the medical treatment is constantly mere 
matter of opinion, likewise amenable to 
no public or private tribunal. Let the 
commissioners, tbeo, hate a protecting 
clause in the amendment of their Act, 
that those discharging an entrusted duty 
conscientiously, may also do so fearless- 
ly, and with respectability; or medical 
men will cease to render themselves respon- 
sible to non-medical functionaries, and a 
flat contradiction will be given to the asser- 
tion which is made in the preface of the 
act as it stands, viz. “ that assistance should 
be given to improve the treatment of insane 
persons, and place this hitherto- neglected 
branch of the healing art upon an equality 
in the practice of medicine, with other dig*- * 
eases to which the * human frame is sub* 
jected.” 

This will lead me to notice what I con- 
ceive to be one of the greatest defects in 
the present act , which is the power given 
to persons who must be totally unacquaint- 
ed with medical cases, their symptoms, 
modes of cure, or auy-thing else, to examine 
patients towards whom the most cautious 
investigations, and the most guarded in- 
quiries, are necessary. Out of twenty-one 
commissioners, five only are medical men— 
only jwe who can be supposed to be ac- 
quainted with the nature of that disease, 
which they are called on to inquire into. 
Sixteen private gentlemen are bound nil 
oath by this act “ to regulate the can and 
cure of insane persons." It is not necessary 
to go into any technical definition of in- 
sanity here ; the cases brought into li- 
censed houses now, are those in which 
wrong impressions are conveyed to the 
mind, tending frequently to the commis- 
sion of wrong acts upon the body, and 
these require delicate tact and discernment 
to discover— that which medical men ought 
to possess, and which none but medical men 
are expected to possess. Now, setting aside 
the absurdity of private individuals investi- 
gating medical cases at all, it is frequently 
greatly prejudicial to the patient that they 
should do so. I have known an unguarded 
expression cause suffering for weeks, abd un- 
do the caution and the care of months. I have 
known a patient going on well, and getting 
her cure, and from attention to her domestic 
comfort remaining in ignorance altogether 
of being in any place of confinement what- 
ever, when the question, “ IV hat brings 
you here ? Are you mad ? ” from a non-me- 
dical querist, has done greater mischief than 
a hundred visits could do good. The state- 
ment of this fact was a short lime back made 
in an official quarter, and the reoqedy pro- 
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posed with the utaaost gravity wu, u either 
that a aet of questions should be written 
down that the non-medical officers might 
ask, or that their medical coadjutors should 
prompt their inquries.’’ 1 believe that a 
large majority (if not all the Lundon Com- 
missioners) should be medioal men, for they 
alone are competent to the task required, 
and I am sure that no others should be 
visitors ; at any rate, the instance 1 have al- 
luded to, is of itself sufficient to establish the 
truth of the assertion. 

There is also great injustice done by this 
act in the money whioh is charged for a 
license, it is unequal in its amount accord* 
ing to the number of patients allowed, and 
grossly oppressive to such as take only a few. 
Fifteen guineas are required to be paid for 
permission to take thirty patient#, and fifteen 
guineas also for two patients; this is so un- 
just that one would nope that some amend- 
ment must be made without the aid of any 
lengthened observations. 

Now, as the avowed object of any intend- 
ed alterations in this present form’ of the act, 
is to prevent improper, that is, bad treat- 
ment, it signifies little comparatively whe- 
ther that treatment arises from within or 
from without; if it is bad it should be cor- 
rected. If 1 am expected to promote my pa- 
tient’s cure by attending to the requirements 
of a body who particularise that divine wor- 
ship should be sacredly performed in my 
liouse, that body should not break in upon it 
(unless it is unavoidable) by sabbath visits, 
the thing is inconsistent, and the patients 
Sec it to be so, and will tell you so to your 
face^ as they have done to me. These notices 
may appear trivial, but I cannot think them 
altogether unimportant, on a subject like 
the present, and at the present time, when 
I believe it is generally allowed that insane 
cases are alarmingly on the increase, and 
when the instances of recoi'tfed insanity on 
coroners’ verdicts are more numerous than 
ever. It i9 not more than a few weeks back 
that three several juries sat on three suicidal 
cases in one day t and a verdict of insanity 
was returned upon each ; yet had these cases 
lived, 1 suppose no one would have thought 
of placing them under any guardianship 
whatever. The suicidal attempt, however, 
is often the first overt act of insanity. It 
has happened to me often to be called ta 
suicides who had not fully effected their ob- 
ject, and who were not before supposed to 
be insane, and I have never known a single 
instance in which decided symptoms of in- 
sanity did not speedily become manifest* al- 
though in many cases they may have been 
considerably modified or kept under by loss 
of blood, and the medical treatment which it 
has been found necessary to adopt. I bave 
also been repeatedly called to persons who 
have been attacked quite suddenly and with- 


out any previous disease, with furious deli- 
rium, snd in many of these instsaces there 
has been s -violent propensity to sets of 
rashness which would have destroyed them, 
had they not been immediately placed uuder 
restraint. When we reflect, on the one 
hand, on the unwillingness with which we 
subject ourselves to pain (which is never 
done voluntarily and in the exercise of a 
sound mind, but to avoid a greater evil or to 
attain some supposed adequate good), and 
advert on the other hand, to such pain as it 
would be natural to imagine many suicides 
must feel, such especially as destroy them- 
selves by cutting their throats, or inflicting on 
themselves other mortal wounds, it is difficult 
to believe they would have courage and en- 
durance enough to go through their attempt, 
were not that morbid insensibility to bodily 
suffering, which is almost peculiar to insanity, 
first produced by, s disordered state of the 
brain.. Of this I could furnish some singular 
instances. Two shall suffice. “ A woman out 
her throat severely, but not fatally; her friend? 
could not be prevailed on to believe she was 
insane. She recovered, but showing such 
evidences of that unhappy condition, through 
the whole progress of the cure, as were 
sufficiently unambiguous to every competent 
judge. She had speculated unsuccessfully, 
and to disappointment the rash act was saij 
solely to be ascribed. Soon after she was 
well, and when her affairs had resumed a 
more comfortable train, she went up one day 
into her bed-room, and being thought to 
stay longer than was necessary a person went 
to see al ter her, and found her sitting before 
her dressing- glass with a bason uuder her 
chin and a knife in her hand, cutting her 
throat again as deliberately as a surgeon 
would have performed an operation. 1 may 
add that she recovered this time also, and 
afterwards made a third aud effectual 
attempt." 

“ A maniac, who was extremely turbulent 
and had evinced a strong propensity to de- 
stroy himself, was confined and every-tliing 
taken from him which could be imagined in 
any way capable of being instrumental for 
such a purpose. He was remarked on one 
occasion to be unusually quiet, and on lookr 
ing through an aperture in his apartmeut 
he was discovered scooping out one of hi? 
own eyes with a bit of broken china that he 
had found in the straw of his mattress, 
which he had torn to pieces, and with his 
face full in the glare of the suu, he had com- 
pletely accomplished this horrid act before 
the door could be opened to secure him." 

Now insanity is often as complete ou its 
first attack as at any subsequent period ; 
and if we judge, as we often rightly judge, 
some strongly inconsistent act, and a repeti- 
tion of such acts, to be evidence of this dis- 
ease, surely this most exttav&gaut, most iur 
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consistent and unnatural of all actsmu&t, in 
all fair argument, be admitted as the strong- 
est presumptive evidence of the existence of 
such a deplorable condition that any single 
act can furnish. As to the prevention of 
the self-destruction of insane persons, a little 
consideration will be sufficient to show that 
it is quite out of the reach of any criminal 
code, and must depend upon a wise and 
judicious management, both medical and 
morai , of the unfortunate suffer ei's." To 
secure, or rather to obtain which, places of 
restraint are necessary, and if properly regu- 
lated they are greatly beneficial to society, 
but it is through medical agency chiefly, if 
not solely, that any real benefit can be ex- 
pected. 


DIABETES IN HORSES. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — In your excellent publication, I 
observed, a short while ago, a paragraph 
respecting diabetes in horses. It is very 
common amongst hcrrses that are fed on oats 
that have been kiln dried, and particularly 
so with the horses employed in tbe collieries 
in the north of England. Medicine, how- 
ever, is rarely necessary to cure it, as a 
change in the food generally removes the 
complaint almost immediately. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

v X# 

' The provincial name is the "jaw • 
piss.'* 


At, a highly respectable meeting, of sur- 1 
geons, held- at Wakefield on the 3rdf inst., a ( 
vote of thanks was given to the Editor of 
The Lancet, and the Editor of the Medico - 
Chirurgicai Review, “ For their exertions, 
and successful exposure of the mah practice'’ 
of the quack John Long. ■ 
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lock, M.tt.C.S. Second Edition. London Under- 
wood, 1829. pp. 2*6. 
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1,1831. Four plates. Published monthly. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

. Onr correspondent, Mr. F. D , of Pershore, will 
have appreciated before this our motive for not in- 
serting his communication. The controversy had 
ceased, and the publication of Mr. D.'s letter would 
have been the certain cause of its renewal, an effect 
very opposite to that which our correspondent was 
desirous of obtain ing. 

A correspondent r Veritas) wishes to know why 
the physicians of the Surrey Dispensary do not de- 
liver the clinical lectures which in their prospec- 
tus they promise to give. He observes, that .al- 
though he has attended the practice of that institu- 
tion for twelve months, he has not heard of one 

instance of that promise having been fulfilled. The 

prospectus further states that weekly examinations 
are made by the apothecary, in materia medica, 

{ diarmaceutical chemistry, etc., which, he adds, 
tave not been instituted. 

The Son of a Citizen.— We deeply regret to be 
obliged to state, that all the attempts hitherto 
made have failed. ‘ 

An Old Subscriber.— The practice of which he 
speaks has been adopted, aud in a few instances 
with success. 

FFF.—ln all probability the law will be venr 
materially modflted, if not altogether abrogated. 
The term may be reduced to three years. U now 
all the circumstances, in order to be on tne sate 

side, we should recommend a compliance with tne 

terms of the Act. The indentures can be trans- 
ferred, 

A Druggist.— The druggists were not in aov way 
affected by the Apothecaries* Act of 1815. Before 
that time there was no law to prevent the practices 
to which he refers ; nor is there now. 


L 1 TR 8 AAY INTKLLI6KNCK.— A Translation from 

he German Anatomical Atlas, Farts I. and II., 1 J 
Jr. M. J. Weber, Professor at the University of 
3onn, is about to be published. 

Errata. — I n Mr. Windsor’s paper, p. 4 S 0 , 1. 15 
rom bottom, for “ as,” read of; foot note fur 
‘ every wgek,” read very weak ; col. 2, 1 . 40, 4 j, lor 
* tingeing,** read tinyinyi p. 431, 1* 38, read pure. 
iucynns. e 

In Dr. Nagle’s paper, page 398, col. 2, 1. 4, for 
‘Surgeon R. Robinson,” read Surgeon Georss* 
Robinson ; page 499.; col. 1 1. 15, after circulation 
idd two inverted commas. 

fage tfi, vol. 2, 1. ill dele e < in “ honor **. 9 . 
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DETECTING POISONS. 

NITRIC ACID— NITRATE OP POTASH — IODINE 
— HYDRIODATE OP POTASH. 

Though^ the several subjects of the pre- 
sent paper have already been treated of at 
considerable length in some articles by Dr. 
O’Shaughnessy, published in the last vo- 
lume of The Lancet, yet, in order to 
render the present series complete, we 
shall present an ample abstract both of the 
methods of Dr. Christison, and of the im- 
provements upon those methods which have 
been suggested by Dr. O’Shaughnessy, ac- 
companied by some critical remarks, which 
we consider applicable to the whole. 

Dr. Christison thus describes the nitric 
acid in its pure or diluted state, and the tests 
by which it may be recognised : — 

“ When concentrated, nitric acid is easily 
known by the odour of its vapour, which is 
peculiar. When pure, the acid, as well as 
its vapour, is colourless ; when mixed with 
nitrous acid it is of various tints, and gene* 
rally yellow or orange. The acid of com- 
merce is also at times rendered impure by 
sulphuric acid, a circumstance which must 
be attended to in applying the subsequent 
teats. The simplest test for the nitric or 
nitrous acid is the action of copper, lead, or 
tin. If any of these metals in small frag- 
ments, or tin powder, be thrown into either 
acid previously diluted with an equal volume 
of water, an effervescence takes place, whidh 
in the case of lead or copper is much acce- 
lerated by heat ; nitric oxide gas is disen- 
gaged ; and ruddy fumes of nitrous acid gas 
are formed when the gas comes in contact 
with the oxygen of the air. Many other 
No. SO 3. 


characteristic tests might be mentioned, hot 
the one described is amply sufficient. In 
its diluted state it is not always so easily 
discovered as the other mineral acids, be- 
cause it does pot form with bases any inso- 
luble salt or precipitate. Professor Liebig, 
however, has lately discovered a very cha- 
racteristic and elegant test, provided the 
acid is not dilated with more than 400 parte 
of water. . His test is taken from the effect 
of this scid on the sulphate of indigo. A, 
solution of indigo in sulphuric acid is to be 
added to the suspected fluid till it commu- 
nicates a perceptible blue tint, care being 
taken not to make the tint too dark, parti- 
cularly when the suspected fluid is presumed 
to contain but little nitric acid. A drop of 
sulphuric acid is next to be added, and the 
mixture being put into a glass tube, heat is 
to be applied till it boils. As soon as it 
reaches the point of ebullition the blue 
colour is either discharged altogether, so 
that a colourless liquid forms, or it gives 
place to a faint straw-yellow tint. The latter 
effect is remarked when the proportion of 
nitric acid is small, and the indigo tint 
rather deep.” 

On the preceding observations, and on 
the value of the indigo solution as a test for 
nitric acid in small quantities, Dr. O’Shaugfr- 
nessy commented at considerable length.. 
When the nitrio acid is in sufficient quan- 
tity, say ten drops, he believes the mode of 
examination by the metals recommended by 
Dr. Christison to be entirely adequate, but 
he denies that it is equally efficacious, 
when, as in the majority of cases, scarcely 
so much as one drop of the pure acid can 
be obtained. When so minute a quantity as 
this only can be procured, it is perfectly 
evident that no such examination can be 
made. To remedy this defect, Dr. O’S.bas 
recently proposed an entirely new re- agent, 
namely, morphine, which, when brought 
into contact with nitric acid, in the minut- 
est quantity, immediately produces a bril- 
liant vermilion colour. The mode of per- 
forming the experiment requires attention. 
HR 
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A capillary tube should be used to absorb 
the minute drop of suspected liquid, which 
should then be gently expelled on a parti- 
cle of morphine placed on a white porcelain 
surface, when 4he characteristic tint is in* 
stantly produced* ... 

Dr. O’S. has also satisfactorily shown, in 
his first paper, that the evidence of the 
sulphate of indigo is entirely fallacious ; as 
chlorine, the chlorides, the chlorates, the 
muriate of iron, muriatic acid, and many 
other re • agents possess a similar decoloris- 
ing power. 

We proceed to consider the means de- 
vised for the analysis of impure mixtures. 
Dr. Christison recommends that the acid 
fluid be neutralised with the carbonate of 
potass, filtered and evaporated to crystal- 
lisation, that the crystals be heated with 
strong sulphuric acid, in order to asoertain 
if nitrous fumes be evolved. “ Sometimes/' 
Dr. Christison adds, " the nitrate of potass, 
when mixed with animal matters, will not 
crystallise. On that account it will be pro- 
per, when erystals are not formed, to eva- 
porate gently almost to dryness, and to treat 
the residue with alcohol. The nitrate of 
potass is thus dissolved, and so much of the 
animal matter left behind, that the solution 
is capable of crystallising/' Again, in a 
separate chapter he thus notices the chemi- 
cal properties of the nitrate of potass : 

“ Its chemical properties are character- 
istic ; it animates the combustion of burn- 
ing fuel, yields nitrous fumes when heated 
with strong sulphuric acid, and in solution 
is precipitated yellow by the chloride of 
platinum.* The salt of commerce contains 
some muriate of soda, and hence the odour 
disengaged by sulphuric acid is often mixed 
with that of chlorine or hydrochloric acid 
gas. If it is mixed with any vegetable or 
animal infusion by which it is coloured, it 
will be necessary, before applying these 
tests, to destroy the colour with a stream 
of chloiino, to remove by filtration any floe- 
culent matter that may be formed, and then 
to evaporate the solution till it crystallises. 
It will not always crystallise, however, when 
mingled with vegetable or animal matters ; 
hut it may even then be known by the defla- 
gration which ensues on the residue of the 
evaporation being dried and heated nearly 
to redness." 

In opposition to these remarks, Dr. 
O’Shaughnessy asserts that the deflagration 

* This re-agent merely indicates the base, and 
emu on that lives ovt act with any delicacy. 


is by no means sufficiently characteristic, 
since the chlorates, bromates, oxalates, and 
iodates, are similarly affected. He then pro- 
poses a modified, and, as he conceives, more 
accurate method, for examining the nitrate 
of potaah. To this we shall presently advert ; 
but we must previously mention a fallacy in 
Dr. Christison's process which has escaped 
the notice of our correspondent; namely, 
that the nitrate of potassa is not soluble in 
alcohol, aud that white fumes are evolved 
by the action of sulphuric acid on animal 
matter alone. These fumes are sometimes 
sulphurous acid ; more frequently an animal 
vapour, the nature of which we are not able 
to determine.* It is true that Dr. Christison 
speaks of the examination of the crystals ; 
not of an amorphous mass ; but it will rarely 
happen that crystals can be obtained so pure 
that they wiH contain no organic matter, and 
the slightest particle is sufficient to invali- 
date the process by producing the sulphur- 
ous acid. The muriate of soda contained in 
organio matter or food, will also frequently 
crystallise with the nitrate of potash, or 
even by itself ; which affords another source 
of probable mistake. 

We have here also to recommend a mode 
of filtration which we first adopted in experi- 
ments on nitric acid, and which has proved 
of such great utility that we have since em- 
ployed it in several analyses of another sort. 
It consists of an application of the syphon 
principle, by folding lengthwise a slip of 
bibulous white paper (about three inches 
broad and eight long) into a plaited strip 
about half an inch broad. One end of this 
should then be passed down to the bottom 
of the suspected mixture, aud the other ex- 
tremity bent over into a receiving glass, which 
should be placed some inches below the 
level of the glass containing the mixture for 
analysis. The annexed wood-cut exempli- 
fies the apparatus ; a . the glass containing 
the impure mixture ; b. the paper syphon ; 
c. the receiving-vessel. The entire may 
be covered with abelf-glass to prevent any 
unnecessary evaporation. 


* They are invariably associated with the odorous 
principle of the substance acted on; thus, blood 
evolves so characteristic a smell, that Mr. Banuei 
pretends to ascertain in this manner the nature of 
suspected sanguineous stains. No confidence, how- 
ever, should be reposed on such a process, unless 
the analyst be on a par with the Numidian blood- 
hound in point of dslieacy of until* 
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By this method m extreme degree of 
pority is obtained in the filtered fluid. Its 
only disadvantage is the time consumed in 
the filtering, which will be at least twenty- 
four hours for four ounces of fluid. Every j 
mechanical impurity must, it is evident, be 
entirely removed, because the fluid passes 
through at least 200 times the thickness of 
filter it would in the ordinary mode ; in fact, 
itjis filtered through the length, not the 
thickness of the paper. In the case of the 
nitric acid its effects were decided by the 
following comparative experiments : — six 
ounces of thick pea-soup were divided into 
two portions, and ten minims of nitric acid 
Were added to each ; they were allowed to 
stand for twenty- four hours, and then 
ascertained by litmus paper to be acid; both 
Were then neutralised, and one thrown on an 
Ordinary filter, — the paper syphon being 
Employed with the other. In a few minutes 
'a thick glutinous paste of farinaceous matter j 
so beset the pores of the first that the liquid 
passed through with extreme slowness, and ; 
the filtration was not completed for twelve 
hours. In the second the filtration occupied 
twenty-six hours. The two liquids were I 
very different in point of transparency ; that 
filtered in the usual way being dark-brown, 
the other as limpid as distilled water. On 
evaporation a further difference was soon per- 
ceived, the fluid of the first deposited flakes 
of vegetable matter, and could not be crys- 
tallised ; the second deposited no flakes and J 
afforded several prisms as thick as needles, 
and an inch long. 

We must now cursorily notice the mode 
in which Dr. O’Shaughnessy, in his first 
paper, proposed to examine these crystals. | 
lie directs a drachm of them to be introduced 
into a very small retort with sulphuric acid, 
distillation to be performed* and the product* 


tftt 

nitric acid, to be condensed: a part of this fa 
to be tried with morphia for the red colour; a 
second to be boiled with alcohol and par- 
ticleaof metallic silver, in order to obtain 
the fulminating silver $ the third ia to be 
dropped into a concentrated solution of urea, 
which cauaea a precipitate of the nitrate of 
urea. 

I In proposing these processes, it is evident 
I that our correspondent fell into several, and 
by no means trivial errors* In the first 
place, it is quite idle to talk of a drachm of 
the nitrate of potass, in eases where great 
good fortune wifi scarcely supply the analyst 
with one-tenth of that quantity ; secondly, 
the silver test is certainly inapplicable, be- 
cause the nitrate of potash must always in 
these cases contain muriate of soda, and mu* 
riatis acid gas must, therefore, be disengaged 
along with the nitric, in Dr. O’Shaughnessy’s 
I process of distillation. A chloride of silver 
will consequently be precipitated, which 
will inevitably preclude the formation of n 
particle of the fulminating cyanate ; more- 
over, the process is extremely difficult of 
performance, even with the purest materials. 
We think also, that wherever a drachm of 
nitre could be obtained, it would yield 
enough of nitric acid to show its decompo- 
sition by the metals, and the production of 
the brown nitrous acid fumes, which Is of 
course the best evidence of tbe entire. 
Lastly, we do not place any confidence in 
the indications of the urea, for this reason, 
that the precipitation is apt to be prevented 
by muriatic acid, which we have already 
shown will usually be present. 

We are, however, indebted to Dr. 
O’Shaughnessy for a much more complete — 
a perfectly satisfactory method, described in 
his account of tbe analysis of a suspected 
stain in oar S64ih Number. We quote tbe 
description, as we consider it perfectly un- 
exceptionable, and a curious specimen of 
the analysis of almost inconceivably minnte 
quantities of matter. Coupled with the mode 
of syphon filtering, we conceive this process 
to be amply adequate for the moat compli- 
cated eases, for there is certainly no salt yet 
known which acts ia tbe same way on mor- 
phine. 

« The fragment of doth was about am faah 
square, and was unaltered in cohur round 
the margin of the corrosions ; on being 
.moistened With distilled water, it tasted 
RR2 
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ocid, and reddened litmus paper; it was 
then agitated in a stoppered phial, with ^ij 
of distHled water, and a solution of caustic 
potash added, till Htmus paper was no longer 
reddened. Three drops of this solution 
were then placed on a bit of glass > apart 
from each other ; one was touched with a 
thin glass rod moistened with the nitrate of 
barytes, the second with the nitrate of silver; 
no precipitate took place in either instance, 
and thus the absence of sulphuric and muri- 
atic acids or their salts was satisfactorily 
proved. 

t( After filtering the solution through a 
small glass funnel, the throat of which was 
obstructed by a pellet of lint, it was then 
evaporated to dryness on a watch crystal, 
when a white saline crust remained, which 
weighed 1% of a grain. The lint, when dried 
and touched with a lighted taper, burnt 
slowly like match paper or moxa, indicating 
that the salt which passed through it in so- 
lution, was either a chlorate or nitrate of 
potash. To determine this point, the saline 
residue was carefully scraped together, and 
placed in a minute drop of pure diluted 
sulphuric acid on a fragment of white porce- 
lain ; on dropping a particle of morphia into 
this, a brilliant vermilion stain was imme- 
diately produced, which afforded a beautiful 
contrast with the pale surface of the porce- 
lain beneath. Decisive proof was thus af- 
forded of the corrosions having been pro- 
duced by nitric acid. The rationale of the last 
experiment, however, requires explanation : 
on placing the particle of nitrate of potash 
in the dilute sulphuric acid, sulphate of 
potash is formed, and nitrous acid expelled, 
which immediately produces its beautiful 
and characteristic effect on the morphia. 
In repeating this experiment, it is also es- 
sentially necessary to use white porcelain, 
since it is not acted on by the dilute sulphu- 
ric acid, and the production of the vermi- 
lion stain is thus rendered much more 
striking than it could be by any other mode 
of proceeding.” 

The same remarks may be readily applied 
to poisoning by the nitrate of potass itself. It 
must be Temembered, however, that in cases 
where putrefaction has taken place, evidence 
must he given with great circumspection, as 
nitric acid is invariably formed by the de- 
composition of animal matter. To conclude 
our notice of the nitric acid. If only the 
small quantity of nitrate of potass described 
by Dr. O’Shaughnessy can be procured, still 
the analyst may rest satisfied with the indi- 
cations afforded by morphine, coupled with 
the deflagration of the filter-paper or lint. 
In the case of stains it wouhf be wrong to 
nse the syphon-filter. Finally, if a large 


quantity of nitre be obtained, it may be de- 
composed by sulphuric acid in a small retort, 
and the product condensed, and treated with 
a few particles of copper, when the ruddy 
fumes of nitrous acid will be disengaged. 

IODINE AND THE HYDRIODATE OF POTASH. 

Iodine . — Thehydriodic acid and the hydri- 
odate of potash are important poisons, and 
deserve serious attention, although Dr. Chris- 
tison has passed over the first without propos- 
ing any method by which it may be detected, 
and he treats of the last in far too superfi- 
cial a manner. The characteristic chemical 
property of iodine in the free state is, that 
it forms with a cold solution of starch a blue 
! compound, the iodine of starch, which, by 
I the action of heat, is rendered transparent 
[ and colourless, and which, by a current of 
sulphuretted hydrogen gas, is also bleached 
| and converted into hydriodic acid. This acid 
| has no effect upon starch, and with alkalies 
it forms a class of neutral salts, the hydrio- 
dates, of which the most important is the 
hydriodate of potass. This salt in solution 
is capable of dissolving a considerable 
quantity of free iodine, and thus forms an 
ioduretted hydriodate. When an oxygenized 
acid, such as the sulphuric, is added to it, 
iodine is set free, which may be detected by 
starch. The hydriodates are decomposed 
by many neutral metallic solutions, viz. 
those of platinum, lead, silver, and mercuiy, 
an iodide of the metal being precipitated. 
The iodide of platinum is soluble in ether 
and ammonia, and when evaporated to dry- 
ness, yields free iodine on the application 
of heat. 

Iodine, when taken into the alimentary 
canal, remains there but a very short time 
in a free condition* If the poisoned animal 
have recently eaten bread, potatoes, or other 
amylaceous matters, the iodine is almost 
immediately converted into the iodide of 
starch, and this again is, by some inexplica- 
ble digestive process, transformed into the 
hydriodic acid. So rapidly do these changes 
take place, that in one instance in which we 
administered a drachm of solid iodine to a 
dog, though vomiting took place in fifteen 
minutes, yet'not a trace of free iodine could 
be detected by starch in the rejected mat- 
ters, though hydriodic acid was found in 
large quantities, 
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Again, the hydriodic acid once fonned, is 
rapidly eliminated through the several excre- 
tory channels* In forty minutes we have 
found it in the urine, in which, in the dog 
just alluded to, it was detected occasionally 
for five days; viz., on the first and second, 
and on the fourth and fifth, when he died. 
Strange to say, though the same process 
was performed with every precaution on the 
third day, it gave no indications whatever of 
any compound of iodine. We found it, how- 
ever, in the saliva, which was secreted in im- 
mense quantities on that day. After death 
not a trace existed in the contents of the ali- 
mentary canal. It is also worth recording, that 
in this instance and four others no trace of in- 
flammation existed in the intestines,with the 
exception of a few ulcerations of the glands j 
of Peyer and Brunner ; but the air-cells of 
both lungs were infiltrated with pus, and 
their substance was preternaturally soft. 

This case we consider of great practical 
importance, as we have strong reason to be- 
lieve that it affords an exact parallel to the 
chemical facts to be attended to in the hu- 
man subject. We believe that wherever 
death occurs later than sixty hours after 
poisoning by iodine, it will be sought in 
vain in the alimentary canal, while it may 
have been readily detected during life in 
the urine. One of the first chemical duties 
of the practitioner called to a suspected case 
should, therefore, be to secure that excre- 
tion for analytic examination. 

In Dr. Christison's observations on the 
iodine poisons, these facte are entirely omit- 
ted as far as the analysis is concerned, and a 
mode of detecting the hydriodates is pro- 
posed, which would inevitably lead to total 
failure if applied to any complicated mineral 
fluid, such as the urinary excretion. We 
shall not, therefore, transfer it to our 
oolumns, but proceed to detail the process 
which Dr. O’Sbaughnessy has proposed, and 
which, we have had repeated opportunities* 
of examining since his paper was published 
to this Journal. 

He sets out in his chemical examination, 
on the supposition that some combination of 
iodine has been taken. In order therefore 
to ascertain whether any free iodine is pre- 
sent, the contents of the alimentary canal 
are triturated with a little cold solution of 
Starch, which would immediately cause the 
^mixture to assume a blue colour* If the 
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blue colour appear, the mixture is, if ne- 
cessary, diluted with water, and exposed to 
a current of sulphuretted hydrogen, by which 
the iodide of starch is decolorised and con- 
verted into hydriodic acid. If no blue colour 
have been produced, the mixture is merely 
boiled with water and filtered. If the filter- 
ed fluid redden litmus paper, it should be 
neutralised with caustic potassa, and then 
reacidulated with acetic acid. He next adds 
the solution of the chloride of platinum, 
which, with the most minute quantities of 
hydriodic acid, either causes a dark-red pre- 
cipitate, or changes the fluid to a port-wine 
colour. It is then to be agitated with an 
ounce of ether, which dissolves the iodide 
of platinum, and separates it from the other 
fluids swimming on their surface, from 
which it may be removed by a suction tube. 
The ethereal solution is, finally, to be eva- 
porated to dryness, and the iodide of plati- 
num heated by the spirit-lamp flame in a 
small glass tube, when the iodine is disen- 
gaged in its characteristic violet vapour, 
and condenses on tho sides of the tube in 
dark dendritic crystals. 

The above process we have found to be 
extremely delicate and easy of execution. It 
is especially applicable to the urine or saliva* 
Occasionally in the urine, the simple addi- 
tion of cold solution of Btarch and sulphurio 
acid will strike the peculiar blue colour, 
which may be considered sufficient evi- 
dence. This experiment, however, is by 
no means so delicate as that just detailed, 
aud it is, moreover, exceedingly liable to bo 
interfered with by the animal matters whioh 
the urine contains* 


REGENERATION OF THE LENS. 

Some years ago, MM. Cocteau aud Leroy 
d’Etiolle published in Magendie’s Journal a 
series of experiments, from which they were 
led to suppose that the lens, after having 
been extracted, is reproduced. The follow- 
ing is a brief account of these experiments. 
The extraction of the lens was always 
made on both eyes by an incision at the up- 
per part of the cornea, and was generally 
attended by prolapsus of the iris, and fol- 
lowed by violent inflammation. 

First Experiment .— This was made on a 
rabbit three months old. The lens could 
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not be made to prolapse, except by means of I 
the curette ; the eyes became violently in- 
flamed, and when the animal was killed, a I 
fortnight after the operation, the right eye 
was found almost destroyed by infiamma- j 
tion, and without any trace of the lens ; but 
in the left, where the inflammation had been 
less intense, the capsule is stated to have 
contained a small lentiform transparent 
tody , of less consistence than the healthy 
lens, and in that respect almost similar to 
its external portion. Of the size of the re* 
generated lens nothing is mentioned. 

In the Second Experiment , which was also 
performed on a young rabbit, the same re- 
sults were obtained, viz. in the right eye, no 
trace of a reproduced lens was discovered on 
the 33rd day after the experiment, but in 
the left eye the capsule was found to con- 
tain a transparent lentiform body, of less 
consistence than the lens in its natural state. 

In the Third Experiment , the animal was 
killed on the 38th day after the operation ; 
no lens had formed on either eye , and the 
capsule contained only some grumous matter 
of rather more density than the vitreous 
body, but in no respects resembling a lens. 

Fourth Experiment . — During the opera- 
tion, which was performed on a cat, consi- 
derable haemorrhage .took place, in conse- 
quence of a wound of the iris, which also 
prolapsed. Violent inflammation ensued, 
and when, on the 30th day after the experi- 
ment, the eyes were examined, the mem- 
branes were found firmly adherent to one 
another, so that their contents hardly ad- 
mitted of any distinct examination. Nothing 
m s^id about the lens in the right eye, but 
in the transparent centre of the left eye, the 
experimenters found a small body of almost 
lenticular form and amber colour , which 
firmly adhered to the surrounding parts , 
and was pf great consistence , so as almost to 
resemble a dried portion of the lens , or a 
piece of thick membrane. (Analogue du 
reste a une membrane £paisse ou a une por- 
tion du cristaUin dess6ch6.) 

The Fifth Experiment was performed on 
a dog of middle size ; considerable inflam- 
mation ensued, and when the animal was 
killed, about six weeks afterwards, no trace 
of any lens could be discovered in the left 
eye, but in the right the capsule was found 
to contain a transparent lentiform body , of 
less size and consistence than the lens in its 
healthy state . 

T he Sixth Experiment was performed on a 
rabbit, and it is stated that when the animal 
was killed, six months after the operation, 
the capsule of both eyes was found to con- 
tain a transparent lens of the same size and 
consistence as those which had been ex- 
tracted • In order to obtain still greater 
certainty about the result, the reproduced 


lenses were put into boiling water, by which 
they became opaque, hard, and friable, like 
those which had been extracted, except that 
the lamellous structure of the new lenses 
was evident in their external portions only. 
It is to be regretted that the last expe- 
riment is related in a few words only, 
while in the five former a detailed descrip- 
tion is given of the operation and its imme- 
diate consequences up to the death of the 
animal. 

From these experiments, MM. Cocteta 
and Leroy conclude, that no doubt can be 
entertained with regard to the reproduction 
of the lens, an inference which might appear 
extraordinary, if the experimental physiolo- 
gists of the Magendie school had not the 
exclusive right of forming hasty conclusions 
from imperfect experiments. Fortunately, 
the above experiments have been lately re- 
peated by M. Backhansen at Berlin, under 
the superintendence of M. Rudolphi, and 
we must state, that the manner in which his 
experiments are conducted and described, 
entitles them to much more confidence than 
those of MM. Cocteau and Leroy. The title 
of the work in which M. Backhansen has 
published his experiments, is, De Rege - 
neratione Lentis Crystallines Script . Oph- 
thalm . Min. ed Radius , vol. iii. 

M. Backhausen begins his treatise with 
a few comments on t^e experiments of his 
predecessors. “ It will be remarked,” he 
soys, M that, on the whole, twelve eyes were 
i examined, in which the lenses had been ex- 
tracted ; of these, six did not exhibit any 
trace of a reproduced lens ; in two (fourth 
and fifth experiments), after very intense 
inflammation, so as to produce a complete 
concretion of the tunics, lentiform bodies 
were found, of which the one * resembled 
a dried portion of lens, or a thick membrane/ 
and the other was ‘ less in size and consist- 
ence than the lens in its healthy condition.* 
With regard to the first and second experi- 
ments, in which rudiments of the new lens 
were found after slight inflammation, I 
I must observe, that the lenses of rabbits are so 
very large, as to render it extremely difficult 
to extract them entirely, and without leaving 
some portion of them, and if the removal of 
the lens requires the assistance of the cu- 
rette,. I am convinced that some divi- 
sion of it cannot be avoided. The pieces of 
lens which were found in the two expert* 
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Blent* in question, most consequently ra- 
ther be considered as remains of the parti- 
ally extracted lens, than as rudiments of 
reproduced ones. Lastly ; the sixth expe- 
riment is entitled to no confidence at all, for 
the description of it merely states the fact of 
its haring been performed, and attended 
with oomplete success.” 

We now give an abridged socount of M. 
Backhausen’s experiments. The incision of 
the cornea was always made at the upper 
segment with Beer’s knife, or in very young 
rabbits with a smaller one. 

Exp. I.— In a rabbit of four months both 
lenses were extracted ; a small portion of 
the corpus vitreum of the right eye pro- 
truded, but the iris was not wounded t in 
either eye, nor did it prolapse. Slight in- 
flammation followed, but was speedily sub- 
dued by cold lotions ; and after twenty-two 
days, when the animal was killed, both eyes, 
with the exception of the cicatrix of the 
cornea, were found healthy, without any 
effect of inflammation, but also without any 
trace of long in the capsule, the posterior 
portion of which was healthy and trans- 
parent. 

. Exp. II. — A rabbit of two years was sub- 
mitted to the operation, which, however, on 
account of the violent contractions of the 
in fundib aliform muscle, proved unsuccess- 
ful. In the left eye almost half of the lens 
could be made to protrude, and was ex- 
tracted ; in the right the extraction could 
not be performed at all. On tlm death of 
the animal, twenty days after the operation, 
the left eye was found in a healthy con- 
dition, without any signs or effects of in- 
flammation - y the capsule was perfectly 
closed, and contained a portion of the lens 
in a semi-transparent state ; the right eye 
was entirely destroyed by inflammation. 

Exps. II L and IV.— In a full grown rab- 
bit, tbo lens of the right eye was extracted ; 
during the operation, a small portion of the 
iris prolapsed, but within a few days spon- 
taneously went back, merely by (keeping 
the animal in a dark place. After a week 
the lens of the left eye was extracted ; nei- 
ther of the operations was followed by any 
inflammation ; and when the animal was 
killed on the 25th day after the extraction 
of the lens, the cornea of the right eye was 
found to be rather opaque, but the other 
tunics, as well as the humours of the eye, 
were in s healthy state ; of the capsule and 
lens no trace could be discovered '. The 
same was the result of the examination of 
the left eye , except that in it the posterior 
lamina of the capaule was found. 


Exps. V. and VI. — On a young rabbit tbo 
left lens was extracted without difficulty; 
slight inflammation followed, but having 
almost subsided on the seventh day, the* 
operation was performed on the right eye ; 
the section of tne cornea was, however, un- 
fortunately, not large enough, so that only 
part of it could be removed ; the iris also 
prolapsed, and could not be reduced. 
Twenty-five days after the first operation 
the animal was killed ; the left eye, with 
the exception of a slight opacity of the 
cornea, was perfectly healthy, but without 
any trace of lens ; in the right the effeete 
of iritia were visible, and the capsule con- 
tained a email portion of lens* 

Exps. VII. and VIII.— The extraction Of 
the left lens offered nothing of interest? 
that of the right was performed after an in- 
terval of a week, though not with complete' 
success, for the lens did not prolapse en- 
tire, but was removed in several pieces. 
However, on the examination of the eye 
eighteen days after the second operation. 
nothing of the lens was found in it, so that 
it was either removed entirely by the ope- 
ration, or what remained had been absorbed 
afterwards. In the left eye no trace of the 
lens could be found, 

Exps. IX. and X.— -In a rabbit of fourteen 
days, both lenses were extrqpted, the one 
six dayB after the other; hardly any in- 
flammation took place ; and when, after 
twenty-three days, the eyes were dissected, 
they were found perfectly healthy, but 
without any trace of lens. 

The extraction of the lens was then per- 
formed on two other rabbits of the same age, 
with exactly the same result. 

All thb eyes on which the experiments 
had been made, were placed in spirit of 
wine, but even by this method no traces 
of lens could be discovered in any .except 
those which had been the subjects of the 
second and sixth experiments. 

The researches of M. Backhausen appear 
to us to be almost conclusive against MM. 
Cocteau and Leroy ; we should, however^ 
wish to see them again repeated by as ac- 
curate experimenters as M. Backhausen, 
with the precaution of letting the animals 
live in some cases for six months after the 
operation, as wqb done by MM. Cocteau 
and Leroy in one case. 
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PUNCTURE OP THE SKULL I* 
HYDROCEPHALU8. 

A late Number of the Lancctte Fran • 
fcdse mentions a case of hydrocephalus in a 
child of fourteen months, on whom a Dr. 
Bedor, of Troyes, performed the puncture 
of the skull with complete success. The first 
puncture, which was performed on the 12th 
of December 1827, gave issue to about a pint 
of limpid serum, and was followed by the 
cessation of the effects of pressure on the 
brain, as coma, squinting, hemiplegia of the 
left side, and contraction of the left thigh. 
These symptoms having however returned, 
it was found necessary to repeat the opera- 
tion, by which a smaller quantity of serum 
was evacuated with considerable relief. In 
this manner the operation was performed 
nine times within four months, after which 
period the child seemed to be perfectly well, 
and remained so for a year, when it died of 
pneumonia. On examination the right ven- 
tricle was found larger than usual, with at- j 
tenuation of its parietes. At its upper part 
an infundibuliform impression was found, at 
the bottom of which were three fistulous I 
points, probably the consequence of the! 
punctures. 
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SCIRRHUS UTERI, 

WITH MALIGNANT ULCERATION OP THE UTE- 
RUS, AND EXTIRPATION OP THAT ORGAN. 

By D. Evans, Esq., Surgeon , Belper, 
Derbyshire. I 

[Communicated by Dr. Blundell i 

and Dr. Calvert.] 

Joseph Haslam’s wife, stat. 47, of light 
complexion, stout, and not of unhealthy ap- ! 
pearance, the mother of thirteen children, 
applied for relief in the beginning of April 
under the following circumstances : — 

She states, that in Feb. last, during the 
severe frost and snow, she exposed herself 
to the cold at the time she was menstruat- < 
ing ; the discharge disappeared suddenly, 
and ever since she has felt great uneasiness, 
and occasionally very severe pains in the 
region of the uterus, sometimes extending 
to the loins and down the thighs. She has j 


a very offensive discharge from the vagina* 
On examining with the finder by the vagina, 
the os uteri felt of a scirrhous hardness. 
With the assistance of a speculum, an un- 
healthy-looking ulcer, somewhat larger than 
a shilling, wss discovered on the posterior 
edge, and rather within the os uteri ; with 
the finger by the rectum the uterus felt 
harder than natural, and apparently some- 
what enlarged. Her general health was 
pretty good : she had menstruated regularly 
since she left off suckling her last child. 

She was directed to use a lotion, consist- 
ing of one part of the solution of chloruret of 
soda, and sixteen of water ; to have the ulcer 
touched daily with a strong solution of ar- 
genti nitras, by means of a camel-hair 
pencil ; to take the extracts of byosciamua 
and cicuta three times a day, an opiate 
| when the pain was violent, and to have the 
bowels regulated by means of castor oil. 

This plan of treatment was continued until 
the time she underwent the operation, with- 
out any material alteration. She was seen 
by Drs. Calvert and Bent, who considered 
her case to be hopeless. The latter recom- 
| mended the muriated tincture of iron to be 
used in the same manner as the nitrate of 
! silver, which was to be discontinued, 
j In the beginning of July she took to her 
bed. Not deriving any material benefit from 
the treatment above mentioned, and being 
aware of the malignant nature of the disease 
from which she was suffering, she inquired 
if it were not practicable to have the dis- 
eased parts removed by an operation, and 
stated her willingness to submit to any mea- 
sures, however painful, that would afford her 
a chance of recovery. She was told that no 
operation short of removing the entire womb 
could possibly benefit her, that this was an 
operation attended with extreme danger; 
j that every possible means should be taken to 
I palliate her sufferings, and with this assur- 
ance she had better be resigned to her fate* 
This, however, was far from satisfying her ; 
she continued to urge an operation at every 
succeeding visit. Her solicitations were par- 
ried for some time, bat at length consented 
to. With the assistance of Mr. Bennett, I per- 
formed the operation at one o’clock on Sa- 
turday, October 16th, in the following man- 
| ner : — Before proceeding with the details of 
! the operation, it may be proper to state the 
alteration that had taken place in the pa- 
tient since her first application. Her gene- 
ral health was impaired, but not more than 
might have been expected from the long 
confinement and the suffering she had under- 
gone r she was not much emaciated, bat 
very pale. For the last seven or eight week* 
she had had a considerable discharge of 
blood, which she called being unwell. Tho 
ulceration had extended considerably; th* 
os uteri had quite a ragged appearance. In 
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the upper portion of the vagina there w a* a 
little hardness, but no ulceration. Her pulse 
was small, and quicker than natural; her 
tongue was pretty clean, and her appetite 
not bad* 

Operation . — The patient was placed on 
her back with the legs bent, as in the opera- 
tion for lithotomy ; the hands and feet were 
not bound, but each leg was supported by 
an assistant. Weiss's speculum ani was in- 
troduced by the vagina, and a portion of the 
neck of the uterus seized with a pair of 
Lisfranc’a forceps, which were passed be- 
tween the blades of the speculum, and held 
by Mr. Bennett. The speculum was now 
withdrawn, and the uterus pulled down into 
the vagina, so as to be visible when the labia 
were separated. Another portion of the 
uterus was taken hold of by a second pair of 
forceps similar to the former, and likewise 
held by Mr. Bennett. He was requested to 
raise the uterus towards the pubes, so as to 
separate it as far as possible from the rec- 
tum, by which means the operator had a 
better chance of seeing the parts he was 
about to divide, and was also in less danger 
of wounding the rectum. The first incision 
was made with a common scalpel idto that 
portion of the vagina which lies between the 
uterus and the rectum, dividing the mucous 
membrane and the fibrous substance of the 
vagina, but not penetrating the cavity of the 
eritoneum. The index finger of the left 
and, armed with a straight probe-pointed 
bistoury, was passed into the wound, and 
the incision continued first as far as the right 
lateral ligament, and then as far as the left. 
Thus the posterior half of the vagina was 
divided. The uterus was now drawn down 
towards the anus, by Mr. Bennett altering 
the position of the forceps, so as to expose 
the parts between it and the bladder. I then 
proceeded to make a small aperture in that 
portion of the vagina situated between the 
uterus and the bladder, into the cavity of 
the peritoneum. Through this opening the 
index finger of the left hand was introduced, 
and the incision extended each way as far 
as the lateral ligaments, in a similar manner 
to what has been mentioned in dividing the 
posterior parts. At this period of the ope- 
ration the bladder was unfortunately punc- 
tured, and from three to four ounces of urine 
escaped at the opening. This was partly 
owing to a fold of the bladder being dragged 
down with the uterus from its natural situa- 
tion, and partly to the quantity of urine 
which the bladder contained. It was in- 
tended that the catheter should be intro- 
duced prior to the commencement of the 
operation, but as the patient stated she had 
just evacuated the contents of the bladder 
as well as the bowels, it was deemed unne- 
cessary. There now only remained to be 
divided, the lateral ligaments and the parts 


contained in them. The forcapa being re- 
moved, and, the hand carried into the vagina 
(which was easily effected), two or three 
fingers were passed through the anterior 
incision, and the fundus of the uterus hoqked 
down by them. A strong tenaculum waa 
deeply fixed into the uterus, by which it 
was drawn down, so as partially to protrude 
at the os externum ; the left index finger 
was passed behind the right lateral ligament, 
it was then divided, with the round ligament 
and fallopian tube, and afterwards behind 
the left, which, with its contents, was di- 
vided in like manner. The uterus was now 
completely separated — it was removed with- 
out any difficulty. Two or three small por- 
tions of hardened vagina were left in 
pelvis, to be removed at some future permd 
if necessary. 

The operation was borne with very great 
fortitude ; it lasted about twenty minutes, 
and not more than five or six ounces of blood 
were lost. The patient appeared somewhat 
exhausted, but not more than might have 
been expected after so severe an operation. 
A little brandy and water were given, after- 
wards she was put to bed, and took sixty 
drops of laudanum. 

Examination of the Uterus . — The uterus 
was rathe/ larger than natural, and the os 
uteri a complete mass of ulceration. On 
cutting open the uterus, its walls were found 
to be thickened aud exceedingly bard. The 
ulceration had not extended beyond the 
neck ; the mucous membrane lining the 
body of the uterus had a healthy appear- 
ance. 

Eight p.m. Complains of occasional pains 
in the lower part of the abdomen, which 
she attributes to wind, but without any 
tenderness or distension. Countenance 
rather anxious ; pulse 120, and feeble. 
Ordered fomentations to the belly, and 
thirty leeches if the pain be not relieved in 
the course of an hour ; the female catheter 
to be introduced and allowed to remain in 
the urethra. 

Second day. Nine a.m. Sunday. Has 
slept several hours during the night ; pain 
relieved by the leeches and fomentations ; 
took half an ounce of castor oil at her own 
request, which was rejected in a few 
minutes ; still complains of sickness, and 
flying pains in the lower part of the abdo- 
men ; has had no stool ; uriue passes freely 
by the catheter ; tongue slightly furred in 
the centre, and dry, but moist on the edges; 
pulse 120, and feeble ; no fever. Apply 
twenty leeches to the lower port of the 
belly ; let her take the saline effervescing 
medicine every three or four hours, and a 
second dose of castor oil immediately. Her 
diet to consist of milk-porridge and barley- 
water. 

Nine p.m. Her general appearance ianot 
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bo favourable m in the -morning ; counte- 
nance rather anxious ; complains of feeling 
low, and has been troubled very much with 
Biokneas ; has slept at intervals daring the 
day. She is free from pain ; the belly is 
toft, and pressure is borne without pain. Or- 
dered twenty drops of liq, opii sedativus, 
with a little mint- water, and the dose to be 
fepeated in two hours if necessary ; to have 
a little weak brandy and water, and to be 
kept very still and quiet. 

Third day. Monday. Nine a. m. Some- 
thing better; slept well till four o'clock. 
When the pain returned ; she then took a 
second dose of liq. opii sedativus, after 
which she became easy, and fell asleep ; 
pulse game as last niglit ; tongue rather 
more furred, and drier ; countenance more 
natural ; is free from pain ; has only had 
one evacuation ; belly a little too full, but 
not tender. To take half an ounce of castor 
oil directly, and to repeat the dose in three 
or four hours if necessary. Continue the 
effervescing medicine. 

Nine p.m. Scarcely so well. Complains 
of a pain in the right hip and groin, which 
bas continued for the last two hours ; the 
bowels have been purged rather Violently 
(seven or eight times), which, has produced 
a good deal of lowness ; has been sick for 
the lastlhour ; pulse 120, and feeble, as yes- 
terday ; has taken food several times, and slept 
at intervals. Repeat the anodyne draught. 

Fourth day. Tuesday. Nine a.m. Some- 
thing better this morning. Slept pretty well 
during the night ; belly soft, and not at all 
painful; pulse same as last night ; still com- 
plains of sickness ; has not purged since last 
night. Continue the effervescing mixture. 

Nine p.m. Not so well ; has been dis- 
turbed by the family. Belly a little fuller 
than natural, rather painful, but not tender ; 
sickness has not returned since morning; 
pulse 115, and rather stronger. Has had no 
stool since last night. Ordered fomentations 
to the belly; to take another composing 
(fraught to-night, and three drachms of castor 
oil the first thing in the morning. 

Fifth day. Wednesday. Nine a.m. Some- 
thing better ; pain relieved by the fomenta- 
tions; pulse 120; tongue rather furred in 
the centre ; countenance more natural ; belly 
still too large, particularly about the pubic 
region ; has had no stool. The urine has 
passed by the vagina since last night. The 
catheter was withdrawn, and found to be 
quite stopped up with thick mucus ; it was 
cleaned and again passed -into the bladder, 
when about an ounce and a half of healthy 
urine came away. Has had a slight return 
of sickness this morning. A common glys- 
ter to be administered immediately. She 
had a return of pain in the middle of the 
4ay ; it was relieved after the bowels had 
been moved, and twenty leeches applied. 


Nine p.m. Much better ; quite free from 
pain ; a little urine passes by the catheter, 
but more by the Vagina. Repeat the ano- 
dyne draught. 

Sixth day. Thursday. Nine a.m. HtS 
had a good night, and continues better in 
every respect. 

Nine p.m. Not quite so well; catheter 
has got plugged up again, and the urine has 
come sway by the vagina, causing severe 
smarting. In Other respects she is quite as 
well as in the morning. The catheter was 
removed, cleaned, and replaced. To take 
another opiate to night. 

Seventh day. Friday. Nine a.m. Has 
passed a good night ; complains only of the 
smarting pain in the vagina ; catheter quite 
stopped up ; no urine has passed by it for 
some hours. The nurse was shown how to 
introduce the catheter, and requested to 
withdraw it frequently, clean it, and intro- 
duce it again. 

Eighth day. Saturday. Nine a.m. Mnch 
better ; pain quite gone ; has passed a good 
night ; bowels quite open. 

Nine p.m. Continues better. 

Ninth day. Sunday. Still better. 

Tenth day. Monday. No material al- 
teration. She takes milk -porridge several 
times during the day. From this time she 
has continued to improve. On the 30th of 
October a speculum was passed into the 
vagina ; the parts appeared healthy ; but,, 
on examining with the finger, the cicatrix 
felt hard and scirrhous. The puncture in 
the bladder was not perceived ; hut as the 
urine continued to pass by the vagina, it 
was too certain that the wotmd in the blad- 
der was not healed. She was requested to 
lie upon her belly as much as possible, so as 
to allow the edges of the wound to be in 
contact with each other; by this means it 
was hoped that union might take place. 
On the 5th of November, she had a slight 
return of pain in her back striking down 
her thighs and into the groins ; it was re- 
lieved by the application of half a dozen 
leeches, and the hip-bath. At the present 
time, Nov. 16th, she appears better than she 
was before undergoing the operation. Her 
tongue is clean, her appetite good, and her 
countenance animated. She is unconscious 
of any other discharge from the vagina, ex- 
cept the urine ; to-day she has been re- 
quested to discontinue the catheter alto- 
gether, and to wear a piece of sponge in the 
vagina. 


Arsenic in Aoub. — D r. Dakin, of Co- 
lumbus, states, that he has given Arsenic in 
large doses in Ague with great success, — in 
pills, in doses of £ gr., 4 times a ‘day ; — in 
one case, 5 grs. in 3 days, and without any 
lerious injury. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON HERNIA, 

Mg Job* Lizars, Etq., Surgeon to the 
Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh, /k^ 

Wbw we twS^nteivej of the cases re- 
corded in the medical periodical! during 
the last few years, we cannot refrain from 
coming to the conoluaion that we have not 
data sufficient to decide the propriety of 
operating in thie perplexing diaeaae ; and 
these caaea must convince every unpre- 
judiced observer, that peculiarities occur in 
hernia which overturn all our anticipations 
and prognostications ; while they seem to 
prove that little short of a life-time spent 
in a hospital is requisite to amass a suffi- 
cient number of cases to guide us in our 
diagnosis. From these cases, then, together 
with those which have fallen under my own 
immediate observation, as also from con- 
sidering what has been written on hernia by 
some of the ablest systematic authorities, I 
am induoed to offer a few observations on 
the subject, together with the reports of 
cases which appear to me worthy of atten- 
tion in a practical point of view. 

There are four species of hernia which, in 
my opinion, demand an operation, vis., the 
acute or inflammatory strangulated; the 
slow or chronic strangulation ; the incarce- 
rated hernia; and the obstructed hernia. 
Mostly all authors are agreed that an opera- 
tion is indispensable in the acute kind of 
strangulation, and very few dissent from its 
necessity in the chronio species ; but s diffe- 
rence of opinion exists amongst our greatest 
apthorities regarding an operation being ne- 
cessary in either the incarcerated or the ob- 
structed hernia. 

The incarcerated Is considered synony- 
mous with the strangulated, by Mr. Law- 
rence; and according to etymology he is 
nearly correct, as both of them mean an 
impediment or interruption to actions or 
functions. The term incarcerated , or im- 
prisoned, applied commonly to an individual 
who is prevented from extending his actions 
beyond a given extent or boundary, is ob- 
viously employed by way of metaphor in 
surgery ; whereas the word strangulated, as 
used in surgical linguage, means, when 
applied to the intestines, that they are suffo- 
cated or unable to circulate tbeir contents. 
By Professor C. Bell, accordingly the in- 
•ca roe rated is considered distinct from the 
strangulated hernia ; and it may be viewed 
as analogous to the chronic kind of strangu- 
lation in its first stage, that is, before the 
inflammatory symptoms have begun. In the 
writings, then, of the two authors now 
named, there is no difference between the 
incarcerated of the one, and the incipient 
*tpge of the chfeoio kind of itjaDgulatioB of 


the other ; nor, strictly speaking, would 
there be any difference between these, sod 
the obstructed of Mr. Stephens, did not thin 
last author insist oo adhesions being a con- 
dition of the obstruction. Mr. Lawrence 
himself allows that the symptoms are often 
of suoh a mixed and indefinite nature, as to 
allow of their being arranged without impro- 
priety under either the acute or the ohronio 
species ; and Mr. Stephens considers mixed 
cases, that is, cases of obstruction and strand 
gulation, to be of much more frequent occur- 
rence than those of simple obstruction* 
These three species, the chronic kind of 
strangulation, the incar oe rated, and the ob- 
structed hernia, all prove fatal if not re- 
lieved, by inducing, first, impediment to the 
muscular or peristaltic action of the intes- 
tine; secondly, inflammation; and, lastly, 
exhaustion, or gangrene. “ Surgeon,” says 
Professor C. Bell, “ should put this simple 
question to themselves : Does it not happen, 
that when there is obstruction in circum- 
stances which do not prevent the blood pass- 
ing to the diseased or obstructed part, when 
consequently there is not gangrene from 
deficiency of circulation, yet the patient ia 
carried off with the seme train of symptoms, 
and in the seme period, and with similar ap- 
pearances after death, as in what is called 
strangulated hernial Ilia the obstruction 
of the canal, than, which kills the patient, 
not the strangulation and injury to a part of 
the intestine ; and the obstruction kills by 
the violence of the iafltmmation occasioned 
by the accumulation in the upper parts of 
the canal, and the violent working of the 
muscular coat of the intestines/’ So much 
for Professor C. Bell's clear definition of 
incarcerated hernia. 

I “ The slow strangulation,** says Mr. 

I Lawrence, *< takes place in large and old 
ihernise, which hare been often protruded 
and replaced, or which have been long un- 
reduced. The contained intestines, removed 
from their natural situation, and no longer 
supported by the pressure of the respiratory 
muscles, are probably rendered somewhat 
indolent in performing their functions.— 
Irritation and obstruction, and a consequent 
accumulation of the intestinal contents, 
supervene/* 

Air. Stephens, again, is of opinion, that 
adhesion of the intestine to the sac produces 
the same fatal result as the incarcerated 
hernia. u The character,” says he, “ which 
the disease assumes, is that of peritoneal 
and general abdominal inflammation the 
symptoms are not clearly those of strangu- 
lation : dissection, however, shows a very 
extensive inflammation of the intestines, 
&c., and more especially among the con- 
tents of the hemia. The inflammation here 
occurs as a consequence of the adhesions 
and morbid conditions which the parts, in a 
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rupture acquire ; and therefore a hernia, 
besides the risk of its becoming strangulated, 
has other mischievous and fatal tendencies/’ 

This preternatural adhesion of the pro- 
truded intestine in the last species, or ob- 
structed hernia, it is obvious, must bind 
down the gut, so as to prevent its muscular 
or peristaltic action ; — thenoe it becomes an 
obstruction to the course of the feces, and 
ultimately excites the contiguous portion of 
the intestine to inflame ; just in >the same 
way as, only in a milder degree than, Gim- 
bernat's ligament binds down a small part 
of the paries, not the whole cylinder, of the 
intestine in crural hernia, and produces in- 
flammation, with inverted action of the 
intestinal canal, and all the concomitant 
symptoms of strangulation. The adhesion 
of the gut, then, in this species, or obstruct- 
ed hernia, must impede its natural functions 
more than in either the incarcerated or the 
ajow kind of strangulation ; for, in the first, 
or the obstructed, there is the adhesion com- 
bined with the removal of the intestine from 
its natural situation, together with the want 
of pressure by the respiratory muscles. 

4 ‘ It may be a question,” says Mr. Law- 
rence, “ whether the stricture produces its 
injurious effects, that is, the peritoneal in- 
flammation which supervenes sooner or later 
by direct irritation of the ports included, or 
more indirectly by obstructing the intestinal 
contents j” and Mr. Travers observes, “ that 
the symptoms of strangulated hernia cannot 
be distinguished from those of mechanical 
obstt'uction, unconnected with pressure.” 

Having made these preliminary obser- 
vations, I shall proceed to detail two cases 
of obstructed hernia, one of which, not ope- 
rated on, proved fatal ; while the other, 
which had been operated on, was successful. 

In the session of 1823 and 1824, I was 
requested by one of my pupils to visit a 
man about seventy years of age who was 
labouring under strangulated scrotal hernia. 
I proceeded to reduce it, and in my attempt 
beard a gurgling noise, and found the tu- 
mour so collapsed that I naturally consider- 
ed I had succeeded in the reduction. I 
ordered a cathartic enema, and afterwards 
half an ounce of castor oil. The injection 
operated indifferently, but the oil copiously ; 
still there remained a tenderness of the ab- 
domen, with some febrile action, but no 
pain in the tumour. The patient died the 
fourth day from that on which I first saw 
him ; fortunately an examination was allow- 
ed. To my surprise there were fully four 
inches of the ileum contiguous to the caput 
caecum coli without the abdominal canal, in 
the herniary sac, extremely dark-coloured, 
and coated with recently -formed coagulable 
lymph, besides some old adhesions; and 
between the intestine and the sac, nearly 
four ounces of sanguineous serous fluid were 
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effused. Within the abdomen, the intes- 
tine for some inches, both shore and below 
the seat of obstruction, was of a dark colour, 
and much thickened in structure. The peri- 
toneal surface of the rest of the intestines, 
where these rested or touched each other 
with their convex margins, was studded 
with patches of inflamed vessels. 

Since the above case occurred, I have 
operated with success on several similar 
cases, which I feel confident would have 
proved fatal had no operation been perform- 
ed. The next ease whioh I shall relate, 
occurred in the Royal Infirmary, and I shall 
detail it at length from the Reports : — 

“ Janet Sutherland, aged 35, admitted on 
Saturday evening, November 5, 1830. She 
1 was a patient in the same ward about six 
weeks ago. On her admission, on that oc- 
casion, she had a crural hernia of the left 
! side, which had been down for eight days, 
and was accompanied with obstinate con- 
; stipation of the bowels, tenderness of abdo- 
I men, nausea, vomiting, and acceleration of 
pulse, but no pain of the tumour, although 
there was some tension. From the history 
of her case at the time, a portion of the 
tumour was known to have been constantly 
down for upwards of a year. The size of the 
tumour was considerably diminished by the 
taxis and the bath ; and then by the use of ; 
purgative injections the bowels were freely 
opened, and their functions continued natu- 
i ral, the other symptoms disappearing. She 
states that, after leaving the hospital, the 
tumour still further diminished, and one 
day went np entirely. Nine days before 
her present admission, after costive ness of 
the bowels, the tumour again increased, 
somewhat beyond its former bulk, since’ 
which period the bowels have not been 
opened, and she has been troubled with 
pretty frequent vomiting of green bilious 
matter. There is much distension of abdo- • 
men, with pain on pressing the lower or 
sacral part of the epigastric region, also 
considerable distension of the tumour, but 
no tenderness of it whatever ; the tongue is 
furred, and the pulse small and wiry. The pa- 
tient was immediately put in the warm -bath, 
and on grasping the tumour with the hand, 
the contents of the intestine went back into ; 
the abdomen with a gurgling noise. The 
tension and size of the tumour being di- 
minished to the same extent as when she > 
left the hospital last,, no further attempt 
was mode at reduction. A turpentine in- • 
jection was then given, which produced a 
very scanty dejection of hardened feces. A 
draught of salts and senna was next given, 
which was vomited ; afterwards twelve 
leeches were applied to the abdomen. — 
6th. A turpentine injection was adminis- 
tered this morning, but was not retained ; 
no stool; the symptoms continue unabated. 
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with vomiting of • greenish fluid, having a 
itercoraceous smell : no tenderness of the 
tumour. Mr. Lizars. in absence of Mr. 
Liston, again placed the patient in the 
warm-bath, and attempted the taxis, but 
without success; pressure on the tumour 
produced no diminution in its size, and no 
gurgling noise ; the abdomen was remark- 
ably tense and tender when pressed; the 
tongue brown, and the breath emitted a 
stercoraceous smell. A consultation was 
then held, when Professors Kussel and Bal- 
lingall, and Mr. Lizars, were of opinion, 
that an operation should be immediately 
performed, which was done by Mr. Lizars 
in the following manner: — a T incision was 
made through the integuments, the fascia 
superficialis, an4 the cellular tissue, which 
were dissected aside, when the herniary sac 
was exposed, adhering extensively to the 
intestine, which was about three inches in 
length. There were two small cysts, con- 
taining a serous fluid, formed between the 
■ac and the intestine, in consequence of 
these adhesions, which was evacuated. The 
intestine was of a dark livid colour. Gim* 
bernat’s ligament was now divided horizon* 
tally towards the pubes, when the contents 
of the intestine were attempted to be emp- 
tied, bat in vain. A portion of the neck of 
the sac, therefore, in the contiguity of Gim- 
bemat’s ligament, was carefully dissected 
off from the intestine, and the gut was then 
emptied of its contents, which could not be 
done before. The intestine and sac, in con- 
sequence of their extensive adhesions, could 
not be returned, and were consequently left 
in their position ; they were covered with 
the integuments, which were brought toge- 
ther by stitches ; a compress was applied, 
together with a bandage, and the patient 
carried to bed. Half an hour after the ope- 
ration, a purgative enema was administered, 
when the bowels were freely opened, an 
effect which could not be accomplished be- 
fore. Twenty- four leeches were applied to 
the abdomen, and half an ounce of castor 
oil taken by the mouth. By the evening 
she had had two motions from the castor 
oil, and expressed herself free from pain; 
the abdomen was flaccid, and not painful on 
pressure ; the pulse full and soft ; and the 
tongue moist.” From the hour of the ope- 
ration she progressively recovered, and was 
discharged this day, January 6, 1831,. cured. 
Upon an examination before her dismissal, 
there was no appearance of either the her- 
niary sac or the intestine, in the inguinal 
region, both having retired into the abdo- 
minal cavity, and thus admitting of the ap- 
plication of a rupture truss. 

This last case, in my opinion, is very in- 
structive. It shows clearly the nature of 
Stephens' obstructed hernia ; for it will be 
observed that no injections! no purgatives, 
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no warm-bath, no taxis, had the slightest 
effect in unloading the bowels, in lessening 
the pain in the abdomen, or in reducing its 
tenseness, until a portion of the sac was 
dissected off the intestine. At the same 
time I do not mean to deny that the con- 
striction produced by Gimbern&t’s ligament, 
and the neck of the sac, contributed to pro- 
duce this obstruction. From the fatal cases’ 
which I have wiineBsed, together with their 
dissections, I am decidedly of opinion, that 
in all cases of hernia, where there remain 
tenderness and tenseness of the abdomen, 
with inflammatory or febrile symptoms, 
after apparent reduction of the protruded 
viscera, or their contents, we are justified 
in operating ; and it is my belief that the 
peculiar condition of the viscera, which will 
be found to be still protruded, form the 
chief, if not the sole cause of the fatal symp- 
toms. If I am correct in this opinion, the 
motion of the bowels should be totally dis- 
regarded, as being equally deceitful with 
the apparent return of the protruded viscera. 
What do those, who object to operating in 
such cases as the preceding, say to the cases 
of hernia detailed by Sebatier, Dupuytren, 
and others ; where, after returning the her- 
niary tumour by the taxis, the symptoms of 
strangulation have continued — the patient 
has been made to cough so as to again pro- 
trude the herniary tumour — the integuments 
then divided and dissected back — the sac or 
its neck found to be the cause of strangula- 
tion — and where, on this being divided or 
dissected off, the intestine was relieved 
from all strangulation, and returned together 
with the sac, with success 1 

Edinburgh, 34, York Place, 

Jan. 12, 1831. 


OBSTETRIC AUSCULTATION. 

LETTER FROM DR. CLINTON ON TtlE SlIBJECt 

of dr. Kennedy’s reply to dr. naole. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — In Dr. Kennedy’s reply to Dr. Na- 
gle’s paper On obstetric auscultation, certain 
charges are preferred against me, which are 
neither founded in fact, nor, as it appears to 
me, in the slightest degree warranted by 
that passage in Dr. Nagle’s paper, which, 
as far as I know, furnishes the only ground 
for the accusation. In Dr. Kennedy’s re- 
ply, it is insinuated that I have unthink- 
ingly intrusted myself into the hands of Dr. 
Nagle ; that I have acquiesced in his views 
without the trouble of inquiry ; that I have 
not read Dr. Kennedy’s paper, which my 
name is brought forward to overthrow ; and. 
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lastly, that I bare wilfully countenanced 
misrepresentation and ignorance. If it be 
a fact, as Dr. Nagle states, that 1 agree 
With him in opinion, Dr. Kennedy seems to 
argue that the truth of these charges must 
inevitably follow. It will be my business 
to show, that my own innocence of the above 
charges, and Dr. Nagle’s veracity, are quite 
Compatible with each other. 

It will appear, on referring to Dr. Nagle’s 
paper, that the only one of his views and 
Statements in which he says that I coincide 
with him, is that which relates to the 
site of the souffiet. It is, therefore, un- 
warrantable to impute to Dr. Nagle the de- 
sire of identifying himself with me in all 
bis views, and it is perfectly gratuitous to 
assert that the one opinion in which Dr. 
Nagle says we agree, was adopted by me on 
bis authority, without previous examination. 
The contrary is the fact. 1 have long enter- 
tained the opinion, that the sound which is 
Called the placental murmur is not Seated in 
the placenta itself, but in the large arteries 
around the uterus. In this opinion I have 
been confirmed by the facts and arguments 
contained in Dr. Nagle’s paper j for he was 
so kind as to communicate them to me, when 
be was making that point the subject of 
particular investigation. He was therefore 
perfectly correct iu stating that I agreed 
With him in opinion respecting the site of 
the souffiet. But it does not by any means 
follow, that the charges brought against me 
by Dr. Kennedy are true ; for it appears that 
there is no ground whatever in Dr. Nagle’s 
paper for the charge of my adopting all his 
views, as that paper mentions Only one in- 
stance of an agreement in opinion between 
us, nor any ground for the insinuation that 
such opinion was received by me without 
inquiry, at it, in fact, was previously enter- 
tained by myself. It is true, however, that 
the opinion in question was formed without 
consulting Dr. K.’s paper, and what perhaps 
will surprise Dr. Kennedy much more, it is 
Equally true that it still remains the same, 
although I have since considered it with the 
advantage of all the lights afforded by Dr. Ken- 
nedy ’sable production. Perhaps the know- 
ledge of this circumstance will induce Dr. 
Kennedy to change his opinion respecting 
the facility with which 1 may be led to 
adopt the views of others without due ex- 
amination. It is not very probable that the 
opinions of a man who could resist the 
force of his arguments would yield to those 
of another, whom Dr. Kennedy considers 
very ignorant ; nor is it likely that such a 
man would unthinkingly intrust himself into 
the hands of any writer, even though it 
were Dr. Kennedy himself. 

As to the supposition that my name was 
brought forward to overthrow Dr. Kennedy’s 
fcaper, it scarcely deserves a serious refuta- 


tion. It can hardly b% Smagfaftl Ait Of. 
Nagle could expect to derive any support to 
his opinions, from the authority of a mail 
who was not known to have paid any atten- 
tion to the subject in dispute between him 
and Dr. Kennedy. Besides, Dr. Nagle is 
well aware that facts and arguments alone can 
decide a disputed question in science, and 
that the authority of any individual, how- 
ever respectable, scarcely deserves any con- 
sideration. I therefore ascribe the use 
which he has made of my name to a very 
different motive, to a desire of making it 
known that I was not inattentive to a branch 
of medical science, which all those who know 
me might suppose to be wholly neglected by 
me. To me it is a matter of wonder, that 
those who know Dr. Nagle, who is one of 
the most accurate auscultators with whom I 
am acquainted, should suppose he could de- 
rive any advantage from appealing to my 
authority in support of his particular views 
regarding obstetric auscultation. 

It is obvious that, as I had not read Dr. 
Kennedy’s paper before Dr. Nagle’s was 
published, I could not be a party to the 
alleged misrepresentations contained in the 
latter ; and this I hope will preserve me 
from the calamity of forfeiting Dr. Ken- 
nedy’s good opinion, which I shall be Very 
happy to retain as long as I can do so, 
without the hazard of losihg my own. 

It will also be granted that, as I have 
now attempted to correct the unintentional 
misrepresentations of Dr. Kennedy, it is 
not very probable that I would sanction the 
wilful misrepresentations of Dr. Nagle, if 
I knew of any such. It appears, however, 
that as far as I am concerned, the charge of 
misrepresentation against the latter is quite 
unfounded ; and I may now add that I do 
not know any man who is less capable of 
wilfully misrepresenting another than Dr. 
Nagle, and least of all a gentleman for whom 
he entertained a high respect, as I know he 
did for Dr. Kennedy, at the time of publish* 
ing his first letter. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

P. Clinton. 

Dublin, Jan. 21, 1831. 


REPLY OP DR. NAOtfi TO DR. tENVSDT. 

** Neque ego ill! detrahere ansitn, 

* Hwreret * capiti ' si ulla’ cum laude, corona*. 

To the Editor of Thb Lancet. 

Sir, — If in his letter, published in Th* 
Lancet of the 8th inst., Dr. Kennedy had 
confined himself to facts and arguments, in- 
stead of resorting to intemperate and un- 
courteous declamation, lie would have act- 
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ed belter for Me own respectability at 
least. Indeed, could I condescend to aim 
at 44 victory in dispute” over him. the vitu- 
perative language in which he has been 
pleased to indulge, would furnish the very 
best proof, that he felt himself deficient in 
argument. To “ misrepresent” him inten- 
tionally, would be not only the extreme of 
folly on my part, his paper having gone be- 
fore the profession, but quite inconsistent 
with the feelings and principles by which 
X hope I have hitherto succeeded in regu- 
lating my conduct. 

He has been pleased to say that I affixed 

M.D.” to my name! The pages of The 
Lancet prove the contrary ; and I can as- 
sure him, that I should be extremely sorry 
to take 44 M.D.” as a substitute for M.B. 
Though I admit that, 44 a rose, by any other 
name would smell as sweet yet, if there 
be any-thing in a title, it will be conceded, 
by the intelligent at least, that those who 
enjoy the privilege of attaching M.B. to 
their names, need not be anxious to sacri- 
fice it for even Dr. Kennedy’s M.D.” 

His creditable attempts to prove me 
** ignorant of anatomy/' I am sure that you, 
Sir, and gentlemen of your cultivated un- 
derstanding, have read with that pity and 
forbearance towards him which are always 
the characteristics of a superior order of in- 
tellectual endowment. 

Does it follow that, because I said 4< the 
murmur from the epigastric arteries can be 
beard at the mesial line,” the vessels them- 
selves must necessarily be situated there ? 
1 shall prove even to him, that I at least 
have not fallen into a mistake of that kind. 
In The Lancet, p. 398, col. 1, sixth last 
line, I laid it down as an incontrovertible 
fact, that “ the resonance extends a con- 
siderable way from the point de depart, or 
centre of radiation.” On this principle let 
us examine my words, of which he so very 
judiciously (!) attempts to avail himself 44 I 
w as unable to detect the murmur under the 
mesial line, except when it proceeded from 
the epigastric arteries, from which it can, 
in such a case, be easily (mark !) proved to 
arise.” Lancet, p. 397, col. 2, line 24. Now 
when we move the cylinder from the mesial 
line outward, the murmur faintly heard at 
that line gradually increases until we come 
on the trunks of those Vessels, and it is 
heard with loudest intensity over that trunk 
only ; and this intensity can be traced a 
little outward and downward towards the 
internal abdominal ring. So much for his 
judgment and accurate stethoscopic re- 
searches! It is very unlikely that I, not 
intending myself for a 44 mere accoucheur,” 
should, during my anatomical studies at the 
admirable schools of this house, and the 
College of Surgeons, have neglected so im- 
portant a part qf anatomy as the course of , 


the epigastric arteries. For a mere ac- 
coucheur such knowledge I admit may not 
be requisite, and Dr. Kennedy might be 
prudent in excluding from the “ store-house 
of his memory ” all unnecessary 44 lumber.” 

Equally unsuccessful shall I prove him 
to have been in the other, as it were, but 
yet is not, instance of my ignorance of 
anatomy. Suppose me unacquainted with 
the course of the lateral uterine artery, 
would that instance he sufficient to establish 
my ignorance of the important parts of ana- 
tomy to he learned in the dissecting-room 
alone, and not from the convenient inspec- 
tion of casts and plates 1” But even such in- 
spection might satisfy Dr. Kennedy/ that 
“ the lateral uterine artery passes forwards, 
inwards, and runs between the laminte of the 
broad ligament to the inferior part of the side 
of the uterus, where it divides into a num- 
ber of branches, which anastomose with those 
of the opposite side, and are all greatly en- 
larged during pregnancy and disease of the 
uterus.” (Harrison on the Arteries, Vol. II* 
2nd edit. p. 82.) This extract may not only 
silence Dr. Kennedy, but prove to him that 
when the gravid, or diseased uterus ascends, 
the murmur may be traced “ upward.” in- 
ward, and forward, towards the mesial line. 
So much for my 44 ignorance ” of anatomy ! ! 

How Dr. Kennedy can reconcile it with 
prudence to say, that the feeble murmur, 
occasionally audible in the 44 stillness only 
of night,” and to which description of mur- 
mur alone did I allude, 44 is at least * ten 
times' louder than the foetal pulsation!” I 
am perfectly at a loss to account for any 
other principle than this, — that his stetho- 
scopic ear may be endowed with the rare and 
enviable faculty of magnifying sounds in a 
proportion scarcely less remarkable than had 
that augmenting power possessed, as we are 
informed, by the celebrated ear of the sus- 
picious tyrant Dionysius, who converted 
into a stethoscope his ingeniously- con- 
structed prison, sarcastically denominated 
the 44 ear of Dionysius/' and thus, like Dr, 
Kennedy, had recourse to 44 mediate auscul- 
tation,” for the purpose of ascertaining 
murmurs, aye, and the workings of the hu- 
man heart. 

That I have not even attempted to 44 mis- 
represent ” Dr. Kennedy, will appear evident 
to any one who is pleased to take the trou- 
ble of consulting The Edinburgh Medical 
and Surgical Journal for January, 1831. 
Where (page 151) it will be found, that he 
entertained the following opinion : — 44 Ano- 
ther advantage resulting from the use of the 
stethoscope in ascertaining the existence of 
the placental thrill is, that it enables the 
accoucheur to pronounce on the life or deatla 
of a foetus in utero.” (See D. H. Rep. vol. ▼* 
p. 267.) Not a word said here respecting 

the necessity of taking into consideration 
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“ the pulsations of the foetal heart.’* The the' advanced stages of gestation,” I used 
editor, forsooth, had some unworthy mo- only the expression “ test. of pregnanpy,” 
tive for “ misrepresenting him.” Again, (p. 399, col. 1, line 5, of Tk* Lancet.) 
Journal , p. 148, “ The placental sound is Also in p. 396, col. 2, line 16, I said merely 
present in pregnant women only when the that “ the placenta has, in my mind, nothing 
utero-plaoental circulation exists, and ceases to do with the production of the, murmur, 
when, the vessels which perform this office though 1 know the contrary opinion is con- 
become impervious (D. H. Hep. vol. v. fidently maintained by Dr. Kennedy.” He 
p. 242), where, in continuation, Dr. Ken- will not deny that, under certain restrictions, 
nedy soys, a fact which we can ascertain he does “ consider the placental” souffiet a 
by examining a woman shortly before partu- “ test of pregnancy.” How could I .say 
ntion, when we observe this phenomenon “ unquestionable test,” when , (Lancet, 
in full energy; and again, wheu the uterus p. 501, col. 1, line 22 ) the words “ their 
is empty and perfectly contracted after deli- knowledge of practical midwifery in a very 
very, or when the foetus, having died in questionable shape,” taken fromhis .paper, 
utero, an obstruction in this system of ves- show that the point is levelled directly at 
sels is produced, in all which cases not the him, as not considering auscultation the 
slightest vestige of the phenomenon can he “ only unequivocal sign of. pregnancy,” 
discovered.” Now mark how inconsistent which ( 202 ) he should admit if he deemed 
is all this with what follows, “for the death even the souffiet an unquestionable test of 
of the foetus in utero and consequent ceasa- it. Thus, Sir, can I easily repel. even this 
tion of the foetal circulation, do not of ne- charge which he (I will not say so disinge- 
cessity cause the discontinuance of the souf- nuously) would endeavour to fasten upon 
flet, although they slter its characters.” (D.H. me.” 

Rep. vol. v., p. 244.) This is but one in- Having through the middle of his paper, 
stance of the numerous inconsistencies with (D.H. Rep. vol. v. pp. 241-2-4-6-7-9) laid 
which, 1 must take the liberty of saying, his it down that, the abrupt murmur indicates 
paper is replete ; and which justify me in the death of the foetus in utero, he attempts 
having said that “ I regretted to think it to support such theory by giving cases, illua- 
would scarcely stand the test of serious ex- trative of his views. Then, by way of pero- 
amination.” The Edinburgh Journal, p. 149, ration, and to make certainty doubly sure, 
sect. 3, says, “ From several cases, two of he comes to the following conclusion (H. 
which are given in detail, the author shows Rep. pp. 268-9) — “ We have elsewhere 
that, when the foetus expires within the treated of the manner by which the placen- 
womb, and before the placenta is detached, tal souffiet affords us an indication of the 
there still continues a thrill, abrupt, how- death of the child, viz., either, by ceasing 
ever, and short and void of the sibilous entirely after having been previously heard, 
lengthened sound by which the placental or having its character altered from the 
circulation in its healthy and entire state is continuous murmur with its lengthy sibilous 
distinguished.” (D. H. Reports, vol. v. termination, to an abrupt, defined, and much 
p. 245.) shorter, sound.” So much for the certainty. 

This is part of the “ dangerous theory” and that too elsewhere. Now for the doubly. 
I have taken the liberty of combating, with- sure. 44 This,” he very sapiently subjoins* 
out, lhope, condescending to have recourse (< together with the impossibility of detect-, 
to unbecoming observations. It will be seen ing the foetal heart's action, particularly if 
evidently from these extracts, that 1 have such had been before observed, pistols the 
neither misrepresented nor unfairly sup- fact of the child’s death beyond a doubt.” 
pressed any part of Dr. Kennedy’s opinions. What valuable information this ! He then 
yet he has been pleased to do me the iujus- asks, — “ Why was the concluding portion 
tice of insinuating, at least, that I am guilty of this quotation so cautiously, so unfairly, 
of both. If at any time I can succeed by suppressed!” My answer, I hope, iWill 
facts and arguments in establishing my po- appear quite satisfactory to the profession, 
sitions, I am sure the profession will con- First, because no such concluding pur tion 
cede that I need not envy Dr. Kennedy that can be found in the part where he else- 
singular species of felicity derivable from where treated of the manner, &c<$ se- 
undeeervd vituperation and assertions, un- condly, he himself dyl not eons^der it 
supported by a single satisfactory argument, absolutely necessary ; . thirdly, even ' the . 

I deny, in the most unequivocal terms, Edinburgh Journal could not find it given, 
having said in any part of my paper on “ ob- by Dr. Kennedy as a necessary adjunct ; 
Metric auscultation,” that Ur. Kennedy, at fourthly, 'his own friends have beep giving 
least, considered the placental souffiet as an out (for I discussed the question with some. 
** unquestionable test of impregnation.” of them), as an important ‘‘ discovery,” that 
When showing that ** the presence of a the ** abrupt” murmur (see Lancet, p. 496, 
placenta is not necessary for the production col. 2, last lines) is sufficient to indicate the 
of a murmur, such ns we ordinal ily hear in [ death of the child ; fifthly and lastly, he 
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ought to recollect thit I disputed the very 
point with himself in the presenoe of some 
pupils of the hospits! (Lancet, p. 500, col. 
2 , 1. 15 from bottom) ; that I then, followed 
by some of the pupils who were present, 
took him up to one of the labour* wards to 
eonTinee him, by an instance, that his 
theory was not correct ; that he still per- 
severed, and made use of these very modest 
words — “ Read my paper, and you will 
then be convinced ! ” He cannot deny all 
this. How then could he assert, 44 for I 
have given a case (p. *50, D. H. Rep.) 
where the sound was not abrupt, although 
the foetus was dead ? * Well, then, the ab- 
rupt murmur is no longer to be considered a 
diagnostic mark of the infant’s death ! 

Now, I hope I shall be able to convince 
even Dr. Kennedy himself, that he did con- 
sider the sound abrupt in the very case he 
alludes to, for there he says — 44 No foetal 
heart’s action could be discerned ; the pla- 
cental sound was, however, audible in encli 
iliac region, less abrupt, and approaching 
more to the natural soufflet than in those 
above described.” Here a clear admission 
is implied, at least, that the murmur was 
abrupt, but les* so; was not natural, but 
approaching more to the natural than in 
those above given ; and that he himself 
considered it abrupt will appear evident 
from* the following observations relating to 
this very case too (pp. *50-1, D. H. Rep.) 
“ From these observations, let it not, how- 
ever, be supposed, that the placental sound 
is always observable, even of this modified 
character.” So much for the applicability 
of his logical crotchets, the supprcssio veri 
and the assertio fat si f 

With respect to the soufflet he found { 
produced by an enlarged liver (D. H. Rep. 
vol. v. p. *6), I thought it really undeserv- 
ing of attention ; first, because he does not 
even say in what part of the abdomen it 
ooeurrea ; secondly, he, without adding 
even a qualifying term, says, “ it resembled 
the placenta! soufflet,” which, in the next 
page, he admits to be 44 quite distinct in 
its nature, and easily recognised by persons 
at all conversant with it, resembling a sound 
quite distinct, and one easily recognised.” 
What consistency ! I must be pardoned for 
taking the liberty of dissenting from two 
assertions of bis in p. *67, D. H. Rep. ; 
first, that 44 the placental soufflet can be 
heard indifferently over the abdomen se- 
condly, that the soufflet produced by a 
tumour can be removed by altering the 
position of the patient.” For in Corrigan’s 
case (Lancet, p. 399, col. 1) the soufflet 
continued, no matter what position the pa- 
tient was put into. In the same esse there 
.was heard by me and others, as I stated, 
44 the self-same, identical description of 
xnarmar, which usually occurs in the ad- 
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vanced stages of pregnancy.** I am, there- 
fore, warranted in withholding my assent to 
Dr. Kennedy’s assertion, that 44 the placen- 
tal soufflet is in its nature quite distinct aud 
easily recognised and, iudeed, one of two 
coosequences must follow from this asser- 
tion of his, namely, that either his opinion 
is incorrect, or the soufflet placental, as he 
calls it, must be considered as 44 infallible” 
proof of pregnancy, 44 if it be owing to the 
presence of a placenta, and if it be of such 
a quality as to be, in its nature, quite dis- 
tinct and e^ily recognised by persons at all 
conversant with it.” For, if it be 44 owing 
to the presence of a placenta,*’ as he thinks, 
but I take leave to deny, we can have it 
only where there is a placenta, and, conse- 
quently, pregnancy ; and, if 44 it be in its 
nature quite distinct and easily recognised,” 
as he says (p. *67), I should like really to 
know how he can reconcile it with right 
reasoning to deny, that it, when heard, 
should not be considered an 44 infallible 
test” of utero- gestation. But, talented and 
accurate logician as he is, I apprehend he 
will find it rather difficult to extricate himself 
from such a dilemma. It must strike every 
rational man, as a manifest absurdity, that 
this soufflet should be designated 44 quite 
distinct in its nature,” and also placental, 
yet be denied as an 4 4 infallible test of utero- 
ge8tation.” He, however, denies it ! and 
is found to have expressed himself to the 
following effect (vol. v. D. H. Rep. p. 257): 
44 When a perfect placental soufflet exists 
in any part of the abdominal tumour (par- 
ticularly if the foetal heart’s action also can 
be detected), we may pronounce the woman 
pregnant.** Suppose the foetal heart cannot 
be heard, and that, however, 44 a perfect 
placental soufflet** is audible, it must, ac- 
cording to his theory, appear to any one, 
that 44 we may pronounce the woman preg- 
nant.** 

I cannot condescend to notice his obser- 
vations on the expression 44 ninety-nine in 
a hundred,*’ a very general phrase in oar 
language, and never used in its strict, lite- 
ral sense. Though Dr. Kennedy evidently 
prides himself on the perspicuity of his 
style, for he is astonished how even 1 could 
misconceive his meaning, yet he is, I am 
sorry to think, often contradictory, unclear, 
and unhappy in his mode of expressing that 
meaning, aa in the following (p. 496, col. 2, 
of Tub Lancet) : — “ I would, however, and 
with justice, have been to blame, as well 
upon my own account as on that of the pro- 
fession generally, had I allowed such a 
tissue of misrepresentation to remain un- 
coutradicted. Having now done so, I must,” 
&c. Having done what l Why, having 
allowed such a tissue to remain uncontra- 
dicted. Besides ; a tissue uncontradicted ! 

It is true I cannot prevent him from— 

SS 
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41 doubting whether I am capable of recog- 
nising tbe phenomenon of which l treat;” 
but he ought to have recollected, that I am, 
however, the first in these countries, at 
least, who detected, by means of ausculta- 
tion, the existence of twins in utero (p. 232 
of The Lancet) ; — what he, with all the 
facilities afforded him by one of the most 
splendid hospitals in Europe, was never yet 
able to accomplish ; else we should have 
beard something of that “ discovery” also — 
“ Jffinc UUe lacJiiymce inanesque ululatus 
in auras / I am sure it will he conceded 
by the profession, that he has done me 
great injustice even respecting my much - 
valued friend Dr. Clinton, whom, as will 
be seen by reference to p. 400 of The 
Lancet, I nave not even attempted to iden- 
tify with any one of my views and state- 
ments, further than by merely saying, I 
felt gratified having my opinion coincide 
with his, as far as related to the •* site of 
the soufflet.’* 

Thus far, Sir, have I endeavoured to 
jne6t candidly, fairly, and fully, t hope, the 
unmerited imputations thrown out against 
me in Dr. Kennedy’s letter ; and I shall 
take leave to avail myself of this opportunity 
of assuring bira, that should I, in future, 
have occasion to speak of the contents of 
his valuable paper, it shall be done in the 
words, but not in the spirit, of the sarcastic 
Roman poet — “ Kuge , omnes , omnes , bene 
mirce ei'itis res f” 

Believe me, Sir, sincerely yours, 

David C. Nagle. 
33, Trinity College, Dublin, 

January 18th, 1831. 


THE LANCET. 

Bvndon , Saturday , Feb. 5, 1831. 


To the scandal and deep injury of the 
public, and to the insult and degradation of 
the members of the medical profession, at- 
tornies, grasp-alls, or land-sharks — or what- 
ever other term may be used to denote ava- 
rice, conceit, and ignorance,— continue to 
occupy the office of Coroner. Public 
opinion, however, has at last decided that 
attorneys ore not cotfi potent to discharge 
the high and mighty functions of the Coro- 
ner’s Court; and powerful and cunning as 
are the parchment-mongers, they are not 
•uo&g enough to bear up against the torrent 


which is opposed to them, and on they 
must swim upon the surface of t)ie stream in 
all sorts of company, or sink to the bottom 
never more to rise. The latter catastrophe 
would be a great loss, a sad misfortune to 
the public. Attorneys are so reverenced by 
the public, their labours produce so much 
wealth, their demands are always so mode- 
rate for their kind and attentive services, 
they are so charitable withal, constantly 
providing for the poor and houseless the 
most secure of lodgings — in a word, their 
labours are of such value, that society would 
long deplore the loss, if by any sudden and 
unforeseen calamity the whole race of attor- 
neys were to be swept from the face of the 
earth. Mark us well ! — we refer to, attor- 
neys — to the practical, the operative attor- 
ney ; not to the men as a body of social and 
intellectual brings — not to the man who 
feels delight in reprobating the abuses of 
the law, who refuses to employ the law as 
an instrument of extortion and vengeance 
against the victim of misfortune ; we repro- 
bate the trade , and not the men, unless the 
man, or all that should be excellent in the 
man, be absorbed in the villany of the 
occupation. In denouncing the sanguinary 
character of our criminal code, in reprobat- 
ing the uncivilised and barbarous executions 
for the crime of forgery, the voice of hu- 
manity is not directed against the men, but 
against the legislators — not against the in- 
dividual who carries into effect the remorse- 
less decrees of the law — not against the man, 
but the hanger of men. The occupation is 
condemned. So we, in speaking of attor- 
neys, refer to the character of their profes- 
sion, and not to the private and individual 
characters of the gentlemen themselves. A 
horse in a mill is compelled to proceed 
within the limits of a certain circle, because 
he is confined to the lever; and attorneys, 
in a great measure, are bound by the un- 
yielding fetters of the law, and causot 
escape from their trammels. When, how- 
ever they do contrive, either by the infiu- 
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•Ape of extseordfonry talent, or by the e*e»? 
cite of that well-known legal acquirement 
denominated impudence, to leap without 
the boundary of statutory limitation, it were 
well could they coutrne to take footing 
UPOU a position more congenial to their 
habits, qualities, and wants, than upon the 
bench of the Court of Inquisition, where 
they are always ill-at-ease, and where, in 
their rarious movements, they produce little 
benefit fox themselves, and effect much mis- 
chief for the public. Here they are deplor- 
ably out of their natural professional ele- 
ment. Attorneys are aq commonly hired to 
pervert the truth, they are so constantly 
hired to lie, and so continually lie to be] 
birod, that they are never so much pp?zled 
as when they have only to deal with truth, 
present a Veen-sighted, thorough-going, 
quirk-and -quibble-eyed lawyer with the 
most prominent features of a really juat 
cause } |et bjm see ip the entire view of the 
case nothing but accuracy of representation 
and honesty of purpose ; — he at ouce feels 
shocked, uncomfortable, and indicates pretty 
strongly his doubts of final success, being 
well experienced in the kind af obstruction 
he may receive from an infernal array of | 
Shuffling, fraud, and perjury. The mere 
practical ” attorney, therefore, divested of 
the high attributes of haman nature, di- 
vested of squad judgment and acute con- 
scientiousness, will never make an excellent 
equity judge. Who, for example, would 
place Anoi.ppua or Scarlett in the seat 
now occupied by Lord Brouoham — in the 
seat once so admirably filled by the vene- 
rable Eldon I No, no. Your mere pro- 
fessional lawyers are not the best calculated 
jfo preside over courts where truth , when it 
can be discovered, is law, and where law, 
before a really learned judge, and au honest 
and intelligent jury, would never be per- 
mitted to enjoy an unhallowed triumph 
over truth. If this position be tenable con- 
cerning questions with which the mere trad- 
ing attorney may be supposed tg be well 


acquainted, bow macbmqf* if it atjrsngtfiea- 
ed when he is called upon to preside ever an 
inquiry, of the intricacy of which lie fan 
have no possible knowledge 1 Still, thus is it 
with attorneys when they are unthinkingly 
thrust into tlie office of Coroner. Bqt, thank 
Heaven ! the public have at last decided 
against their competency. 

Events connected with soma resent in- 
quests have called forth these remarks from 
us, but our attention has been more parti- 
cularly directed to the subject of meta-dr*'* 
matic inquisitions by perusing a very co- 
pious report of the proceeding! at ah In- 
quest held at the Guidhalli Rochester, 
whiok terminated on the 25th vlt. The 
account is exceedingly voluminous, and 
runs to such an extent as to defy a verba - 
tipi publication in this journal. The frets, 
however, connected with important public 
questions are but few, and these we w*l? 
endeavour to throw iuto a condensed, but 
readable and intelligible account of the most 
prominent features presented during the 
three days’ scrutiny. 

The Coroner and Jury assembled at the 
Guildhall, Rochester, on $Otli of Jgn, 
The inquest was on the body of a female. 

The Coroner, TnoafAs Patten, Esq., 
commenced by stating that he had received 
an anonymous letter, attributing the death 
of the pauper, Caroline Gilb&'t , to her im- 
proper removal to Cranbrpok in defiance of 
a medical certificate. 

Mr. Newson, Surgeon, of Rochester, 
immediately declared that he was the author 
of the letter. 

Mr T Furrell, examined; U assistant 
overseer. Deceased became chargeable tp 
that parish (St. Margaret’s) on the Slat 
December 1830, by her husband applying 
tp the Select Vestry for relief, when he 
Said that his wife w^s near her confinement. 
On the 12 ti» January last he was sworn lohfr 
Parish, and an 44 order ” was signed for their 
removal tp Cranbrook; I applied for the sus- 
pension of the order, on the ground that the 
woman was near her confinement, as speci- 
fied ip the surgeon’s certificate, which was 
laid before end read by the mayor. The 
removal order however was made out, and 
the mayor said he would inquire further 
info the case before he would suspend **• 
t)U Friday fbe 14th yrenl tp thq Towp 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



628 INQUEST AT ROCHESTER. 


Clerk's office, when Mr. Prall gave me the 
removal order, and said the magistrates had 
not impended the order, and that the mayor 
had seen tfie woman, and saw no reason 
why she should not be removed. The 
overseer consequently said the blame would 
be with the magistrates, and the woman was 
removed in Baker*s light cart to Cranbrook. 
The carriage in which she was conveyed, 
is alight spring care, with a cushioned seat, 
and a rail at the back. 

'Mr. New so n, surgeon. said he was in- 
structed by the relatives of deceased to act 
as counsel for the interest of the husband. 

Mr. Lewis, solicitor , on behalf of the 
overseers, called upon the Coroner to resist 
the application, and observed that, as medi- 
cal men were ignorant of the practice of law , 
their thus daily stepping forth as counsel in 
courts of justice would cause *< anarchy and 
confusion.” 

Mr. Newson having asserted his right to 
act on behalf of the relations of deceased, 

The Coroner observed, that Mr. New- 
son’s admission, that he was the author of 
the anonymous letter, incapacitated him, in 
bis opinion, from acting as counsel, and 
added, “ I decide, therefore, that he shall 
not be permitted to do so/' 

Mr. Newson. I enter my protest against 
your decision. 

James Baher • On the 15th of the pre- 
sent month, 1 conveyed deceased and her 
husband to Cranbrook. They left at 3 p. u ., 
and arrived there at 8 o’clock, when the 
overseer ordered a bed for Gilbert and his 
wife at the White Lion. The next morn- 
ing deceased expressed a wish to be with 
her mother at the period of her confinement, 
and accordingly at her own and her hus- 
band’s request I agreed to take them back 
to Rochester. I asked her whether she 
.was capable of going back? when she said. 

Oh, yes.”— I brought them back. I heard 
no expression of illness from her until we 
reached Maidstone, when deceased was 
sick, and had some brandy and water, and 
biscuit. Having become a little better, her 
husband was anxious that they should be 
moving as soon as possible. Before 1 could 
get the horse into the cart she was sick 
again, had some more brandy and water, 
and was removed bv the servant-maid to a 
room in the New Inn where there was a 
bed. Her husband said he wished to get 
her home if possible ; I therefore put some 
straw in the cart, and assisted him to lay 
her thereon. I walked the horse from 
Maidstone to Rochester, and while passing 
Fort Clarence, she said “ For Goa’s sake 
make haste ; I am so sick.” On her arrival 
at her own home, her husband took her in 
his arms and carried her in. 

By the Court.— “ I had a reason for ask- 
ing at Cranbrook, whether she was able toi 


go back, having had a job of this kind he* 
fore, when a woman was delivered of her 
child in my cart, while removing her by a* 
order of a magistrate, about five years ago.” 

After some discussion, 

Mr. Newson addressed the Coroner. “ I 
now apply again. Sir, to be allowed to adt 
as counsel on tbe part of the husband, who 
is now present, and who, through me, 
desires your consent. I come forward with 
! a desire to promote justice and humanity, 
and on this ground I demand to be beard/' 

Mr. Lewis then submitted to the Coroner 
that tbe inquest be adjourned, that the 
husband and the servant-maid be summoned 
to attend, and that the certificate bo pro- 
duced. 

The Coroner assented, and an adjourn- 
ment took place to 1 1 a. m. on the next day, 
when, the jury having been sworn, Mr. 
Newson again presented himself before the 
Coroner. 

Coroner. — * { I adhere to my first deci- 
sion, and will not allow you to act even for 
the husband.” 

. At this moment, Mr. Robertson* sur- 
geon, Chatham, entered the Hall, and ad- 
vancing to the table of the court, addressed 
the Coroner. He said, that the husband 
being denied the benefit of Mr. Newson *8 
I services, had authorised him (Mr. R»): to 
appear for the purpose of seeing that foil 
and ample justice was done to him. . > 

Mr. Lewis. — “ Certainly there oatt be no 
objection to Mr. Robertson 1” 

Coroner .— 1 u Mr. Robertson, I accede 
to the point.” 

Mr. Robertson begged it to b* under- 
stood that he appeared there as ootraaebfer 
the husband as a matter of right. 

Mr. Richard Prall, clerk to the magistrates 
of Rochester, sworn ; produced the certifi- 
cate of the surgeon of the parishes to the 
unfitness of deceased for removal. 

Mr. Lewis. — “ This certificate is merely 
waste paper — it is not legal evidence. I 
cannot receive it.” 

Mr. Robertson observed* that before the 
close of the inquest, Mr. Lewis would learn 
the true value that might to be attached 
to it. 

Examination continued. — The certificate 
was read — Mr. Prall corroborated the’ evi- 
dence of Mr. Furrell. Tbe Mayor, he said, 
having interrogated the husband of deceased 
as to his willingness to be removed, the 
husband said be did’nt wish to be seat to 
bis parish ; that he only wanted work, or a 
little assistance. The Mayor having seen 
the woman, said he could not oonseim&ti- 
ously sign the order of suspension. 

Cross-examined . — The Mayer is always 
reluctant to sign orders of “ suspension,” 
because he thinks that in seme parishes the 
medical mea frequently contract with the 
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parish in thehope of making up the dtfiei- 
ency by suspending orders. The Mayor » 
in the hebit of never signing a <“ suspen- 
sion order” till he has himself seen the 
bodily ooadition of the pauper; and he 
went in this instance to see the state of 
health of deceased, and to ascertain the ne- 
cessity of the suspension of the order for re- 
moval. 

JVUliatn Gilbert .— I am the husband of 
deceased. When I applied for relief, I told 
the select vestry of the state of my wife ; 
that she was *' over her time, and did not 
know one hour from another.” I attended 
the magistrates on Wednesday, and told 
them I did not wish my wife to go to Cran- 
brook, as she > was over her time. The cer- 
tificate was produced, but the Mayor said 
he should not abide by that — he should go 
and pass his opinion upon her himself. He 
came to my bouse on Friday; he asked 
my wife how she was. She said, 4< Very 
ill, "and had been so several days.” She 
told him she waa over her time. The 
Mayor said he would speak to the overseers. 
On Saturday, about one o'clock in the after- 
noon, Farrell and Baker came to my house, 
and asked what time I should like to go 1 
I said at two, or a little after. I said to my 
wife, I think you are not fit to go, and told 
her if sheidid not wish to go, she should 
not. She said sbo had no money, and could 
not pay for a doctor if she should be taken 
ill while I was gone, and therefore wished 
to go with me. Whilst we were talking, 
Baker sett to say he was ready. I asked 
Baker whether he had any allowance for re- 
freshment on the load. He said. No. He 
told me to go and see the Mayor about it. 
The Mayor eras not at home, sol went to 
Furred, who gave me a half-a-erown. I 
then went to Baker, assisted my wife into 
the eartfr.and we aet out upon the journey. 
I frequently asked her how she felt. She 
said she was not well in her head. All the 
way down she complained of her inside. 
• 0 • S At the Boll Inn, where we 
stopped, she was 'up and down all night, 
sick, and complaining, and wishing for day- 
light. ' In the morning she wished much to 
return to Rochester, to go bock to my mo- 
ther* as all around her were strangers. 
Baker asked me if 1 thought mr wife would 
be abletogo home. I said she hardly knew, 
but wished to get home if she oeold. On 
our return, we stopped at the New Inn, and 
in the stable-yard sue was sick, and fainted 
in my arms. All the way heme she com- 
plained of her inside. (Here the evidence 
was a corroboration of Baker’s.) When we 
got home, I took my wife in my arms, car- 
ried her in-doors, and laid her on the bed. 
I ran for the doetor immediately. Mr. Tribe 
not being at home, Mr, Ely came instead. 


My wife was delivered of her first ohUd » 
twelvemonth ago lest August. 

Cross-examined . — She fainted after she 
was delivered, and said her inside was shook 
all to pieces by the jolting of the cart, and 
she was afraid she could not get over it. 

Mr. Ely, Surgeon . — I attended the de» 
ceased in her labour on Sunday evening last. 
I found, on visiting her, that the membranes 
bad been previously ruptured, and was given 
to understand by the mother, that they were 
so on the preceding Friday night. I sup- 
posed they had been so, by not finding the 
usual discharges. I was with her a short 
time, during whieh she had several pains of 
a languid nature, but in a quarter of an hour 
had three or four severe ones, during the last 
of which the child was expelled. The pla- 
centa osme away shortly after by a natural 
effort. The patient, after her delivery, said 
she was very comfortable, and pateful to 
me, but also expressed herself very de- 
spondently ss to her hopes of recovery. She 
said once she felt ** jolted to death,” and 
several times “ jolted to pieces.” These 
expressions were before her delivery. 

Mr. Tribe, Surgeon . — I saw the de- 
ceased about twelve o’clock on the day after 
her delivery. She oomplained of pain in 
the stomach, which I considered the com- 
mon symptom after delivery. I waa with 
her five minutes and then left, and went to 
Brompton to visit a patient § but on my re- 
turn home, I heard that the sister had been 
down, saying that the deceased was sud- 
denly taken in a fit, and was dying. I went 
immediately, and found her dead. She had 
not died a quarter of an hour after I waa 
there. She was ss well as women usually 
I are after delivery. Upon opening the ab- 
domen, no marks of disease. The contents 
of the chest were equally healthy. I then 
examined the head, and in paring down tbs 
brain, I opened one of its cavities, and found 
a large quantity of water, which gushedout. 
I proceeded deeper in the brain, and there 
discovered a large quantity of coagulated 
blood, the effect of a rupture of a vessel at 
the anterior part of the base of the brain. 
It was quite sufficient to, and did, cause 
death. Rupture of vessels may arise from a 
variety of causes. I consider it most pro- 
bable in this case to have arisen from the 
journey whioh she undertook. I should 
think it occurred on her journey to Craa* 
brook. 

Gross-examined . — I did find fluid blood, 
and also coagulated blood. Having found 
fiuid blood, I consider the rupture to have 
been a recent one. It is deemed by the 
profession, that a medical certificate ought 
to be acted upon. 

Charlotte Hamden.-— My sister died on 
Monday, the 17th inst. She told me before 
she was removed, the waters had come 
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*My* I Ms there Men this happ«we** 
She was ayersfi lo go to CHinbroek* 'I'M 
Waters bame aWOjr on Friday evening. She 
was at home. Did hbt aav she wished tlm 
doctor to he feefit for. 1 did not propose it* 

Mr. Rye, Svtrg proved his cettififeate.* 
I sk\V her ok tile 6th and 11th of January. 
She complained to me that she had lingetin| 
pains every half hour. She bad one while I 
Ms With her. I wbrded my certificate ac- 
cording to her 6Wn words, that she '* ex-i 
pec ted hourly to be confined/* I have bfeen 
twenty-six years in practice, and my cer- 
tificate! have been numerous, and always 
inspected by the magistrates, With this ex- 
feeptiori. 1 conceive that the rapture com- 
menced ph the journey drifts. 

Mf. W. Belt., sdrge&n. Attended post- 
mortem examination I believe, that in the 
Closing period of gestation, there is a pre- 
ternatural fulness Of the vessels. I COnChf 
hi the Opinions Of Messrs. Tribe and Ilya, 
tbttt the jbUrney MS the cftfise of the fop; 
tui-e of the teSfce). 

' Crttss -etdrtimed. J- I think, in airy case, 
such a rupture Of the Vessel may have oc- 
curred hfter delivery, but, viewing every 
Symptom ahd UircUrtiStimce connected with 
the situation of a patient at so advanced a 
period of gestation as the deceased * I infer 
that the Vulture of the vessel was produced 
by What the deceased termed “ that killing 
or jolting motion/* There may be an effu- 
sion of Serum* 

Cb do# £ a .-^seeu-ruin ! How do you epeli 
It? WlthdriSbraC? 

Mr. ttoBfcittSotfi— i- 8. 

* Or there may he coagulated 
Mood iu the Sinuses, 

* CondNfea.-k-Pray, Sir, do net use learned 
tobrtt * ; Use expression! which the jury can 
Understand i Tell the gentlemen what «• Bi- 
buSes w ar«; 

frttteSs*—! Will* Gentlemen, there are 
compartments in the brain, which 

CoirohEiti — 1 Thetev gentlemen of the 
jtiry, you hoar w Sinuses*’ are cempari- 
Now we an understand it. 

Mr. RoBEfetsON.^-Stop, Mn Balk Nowj 
Mr* CorOfeCr, you add the jury know aa much 
•bout Muse’s as this peh does. [Witness 
hem described the Sinuses in a very satis- 
fefetory mahnor.] 

O'obs kxathinatim continued, saw co- 
agulated^ aS Well al fluid* Wood, from which 
I concluded that the vessels had been slowly 
pouting out their contents fbr some time. I 
believe the patient might have felt quite 
comfortable, atfd that five minutes Would 
have been quite sufficient time for the effa- 


* \ This is to certify that Caroline Gifoert ek* 
ectt Itouily to be conSht-Uj whtefa $re«*ata her 
amg removed tp her parish for tpe present 

•Ita.MktMi* ’*Ab. RV4, Surg. 


sion t» haws so for incr eas ed as to destroy 

life. 

F. Fuur*ll renWted.— Hasbaod of de- 
ceased applied for relief on. 31st December* 
Stated that he belonged to Crsmbrook pa** 
Hsh. He did not say that his wife was 
u ever her time did not Say that she “ did 
not know one hour from another/* 1 believe 
tlie husband said that she was near her con- 
finement. He did not say any-thing more. 

R. PfcaLLrccoifotf.— Gilbert told the ma- 
gistrates that his wife was near her con- 
finement. He said nothing further. 

[Here the proceedings of the second day 
closed, with an agreeweat amongst all par- 
ties that no more witnesses should be called. 
The inquest wot then adjourned to Monday 
the 25th. At the meeting of the Court on 
this day, Mr. Lfewts declared that he did aoc 
e oh aider that the ends of justice wUukl be 
completed if all the medical gentlemen were 
riot recalled. 

Mt. Roberts©* offered his decided oppo- 
sition to the adoption of saeh a course. 

Mr. Lewis never knew an instance in 
which the judge refused* 

Mr. Robertson protested that it was an 
inftwetios of the agreement entered into on 
Friday, 

The ConoNBit decided that the witnesses 
might be recalled. 

Mt* Robertson here complained, that 
two of the Select veBtry were amongst t We 

Coroner said that the objection 
came too late* 

Mr; Belc rtmUed.— I stated before in 
my evidence, that effooien to a cemis 
tent was compatible with the existence of 
sensibility. Half an hour is not a long time 
for a person to remain Sensible after an effu- 
sion df blood in the head. Large abscesses 
may exist for a long time in the brain with- 
out produeinginseriSibiHty. The cavities of 
the brain were fitted -with Wood* and serum 
that had -separated from it. Judging from 
the previous symptoms and the extent of 
the effusion, I should think that the vdtaet 
had beeli pouring out its contents for a con- 
siderable time before death* 1 ought to re- 
mark, tliht frequently in oases of sudden 
death, tlmra is no coagulation of the Mood. 
There was considerable difficulty in ascer- 
taining the eise of the vessel. 

Cress -examined . — Commencement of in- 
sensibility would in great measure depend 
or the size of the vessel and the quantity of 
Wood effused* A person may take a jour- 
ney Unconscious of the rupture of such a 
vessel-— serum forms slowly* The clot of 
Wood may sometimes suspend the bcemor* 
rhage* It again takes place — a clot again 
forma, Which is again forced away by the 
pulsations of the heart, until the extent of 
the effusion becomes incompatible with the 
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existence of life. I before stated it as my 
belief, that the rupture of a blood-vessel was 
occasioned by the journey. 

By a Jury mmn,~ What reasons have you 
for believing that the rupture took place 
during the journey? — I stated before that 
there was great fulness of the vessel? at that 
period of gestation, and there is a close sym- 
pathy betweeu the vessels of the brain and 
uterus, which would render it, in my opi- 
nion, Very unsafe, that a journey should be 
undertaken at such a period. 

Both Mr. Lewis and Mr. Robertson de- 
clined to' ctdl any more witnesses. 

Mr. Robkrtson now addressed the jury 
at considerable length. In the course of 
bis remarks, In^con tended that it was con- 
trary to law to remove a sick pauper ; that 
medical certificates had been received, iu 
that parish, as sufficient evidence of incapa- 
city for removal, during twenty-six years ; 
he dwelt with much emphasis on the cir- 
cumstance of the mayor himself having been 
to She the pauper after the surgeon had 
signed the certificate declaratory of her 
illness. What question could be put to this 
unfortunate woman ? for he was not a medical 
man, ‘and, more disagreeable still, he was a 
magistrate. Was his visit delicate I Was 
it decent? Was it consistent with the 
ieSpectdue even to the lowest woman in her 
peculiar situation? Every man knew the 
repugnance which women near the period 
of their delivery had to the presence of 
strangers. The same feeling prevailed iu- 
attaotiVely in the brate creation. They re- 
tired from the observation of their own spe- 
cies, and in solitude and sorrow brought forth 
tbeit* ycsng. But why did the chief magis- 
trate thus violate the respect due to one 
said to be ** hourly expecting labour ?” 
Because, said Mr. PraU, be suspected that 
the parish-surgeons frequently contracted 
to attend the sick poor at a low rate, trusting 
to make up the deficiency by ‘‘suspended 
twders.” M I deny (eaW Mr. Robertson, em- 
phatically), on the part of my profession, 
that this is the case ; but if it were true, let 
the odiuni be fairly divided ; let the over- 
seers, who are bound to look after the poor, 
bare their just share in thiB disgraceful 
conduct. Let them pay their medical at- 
tendants as gentlemen ought to be paid, and 
the system will be immediately destroyed. 
Mr. Rye's certificate was dated on the 12th 
instant. Did the magistrate visit her on that 
•day? No. Not until the 15th did he ex- 
ercise bis judgment on the state of the pau- 
per, and on the same day he ordered her 
instant removal.” Need he ask if this delay 
did not greatly augment the danger and 
render her removal more improper ? Re- 
viewing the evidence, lie asked the gentle- 
men what* wtts the condition of this woman 
before she was removed 1 Mr. Rye awore 
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that when he last saw her she was in the 
pains of labour. The sister said the waters 
were broken. Was this woman, then, in h fit 
condition to be earned a journey of twenty 
two miles, over rough roads, and in an open, 
cart? The actual condition of the deceased, 
and the state of her feelings on the journey, 
are to be gathered from the evidence of her 
husbuud, rntlier than from that of Baker, for 
the latter has a deep interest in the result 
of this inquiry. He styled it a “ job.” 

I proclaim it a transaction disgraceful to a 
Christiau country. 

Now, what was the cause of her death ? 
Doubtless, the rupture of a blood-vessel, 
and all the medical witnesses concurred in 
the opinion that it took place during tho 
journey, and not after the labour. The his- 
tory, symptoms, and dissection, all formed a 
medical demonstration of the fact. Death 
could neither have been caused by conges- 
tion, nor by interrupted circulation. The 
appearauces of death from apoplexy, aud 
those from sudden rapture of a blood-vessel, 
were very different. The countenance of 
deceased was serene, as if the soul had left 
its tenement without a pang. There was 
none of the loathsome appearance of the 
apoplectic— no distorted features — no froth 
covering the lips. The brain and the mem- 
branes covering it were healthy. The con- 
sequences exf the rupture of a blood-vessel 
were modified by circumstances. The po- 
sition of the vessel— the spot where its con- 
tents were deposited — the quantity of blood 
effused, and finally the rapid or slow forma- 
tion of the coagula, would all tend to have 
their effect in terminating existence, some 
of these causes acting much more rapidly 
than others. 

lie had thus laid before the jury, the 
condition of the pauper previous to her re- 
moval ; the medical history of her case dur- 
ing her journey from Rochester to Cran- 
brook and back again ; the appearances on 
dissection, and the medical opinions relative 
to the cause of her death. And he had now, 
in conclusion, to tell them what was his 
prayer. It was that they would say the de- 
ceased was improperly removed. 

Before he sat down, Jie begged to as- 
sure them that he did not come there from 
any vindictive feelings against the chief 
magistrate— far from it — a mere respectable 
or humane character he did not know ; he 
was the last person from whom an unfeel- 
ing action might be expected ; but notwith- 
standing that strong impression, this in- 
quiry was imperatively called for, and he 
had yielded to the request of the husband 
to conduct it on kis part, because he wan 
poor and friendless, and was denied the 
helper whom he had originally selected. 
He had felt convinced that none hut a 
medical gentleman coaid conduct it, and 
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the important facta elicited during the in- 
quiry with regard to the medical evidence, 
■were very convincing arguments that the 
Coroner himself should be a medical man. 
Mr. Robertson concluded by thanking the 
Coroner and Jury for the attention with 
which they had listened to his observations. 

Mr. Lewis eddresaed the jury on behalf 
of the parish officers. He strongly disa- 
vowed on the part of the chief magistrate 
that the case was selected as an isolated 
one, and said that the act of removal was 
entirely a discretionary one on the part of 
the magistrates. “It is a matter of dis- 
cretion, precisely the same as other matters 
of discretion. There is no doubt that there 
is a variety of forms acted uoon by the 
several benches of magistrates in these in- 
stances. Some are satisfied by evidence 
from the paupers ; others by a medicnl 
certificate ; others by the oath of the parish 
officers ; others, again, by a personal view 
of the sick pauper, yet still these various 
modes and acts are all strictly legal, pro- 
vided they have no improper motive.*' ' 

Mr. Lewis displayed great ingenuity in 
his attempt to throw discredit upon the me- 
dical evidence, assuming as a fact that it 
was entirely conjecture, and concluded by 
calling on the jury to return a verdict of 
natural death. 

The Coroner summed up, detailed the 
evidence very minutely, and also called for 
a verdict pf natural death . 

The Jury retired at midnight, and at two 
o’clock in the morning returned the follow* 
ing verdict:—** We are of opinion, that the 
deceased came by her death in consequence 
if a rupture of a blood-vessel in the head, 
produced by the fatigue of a long journey ; 
and we cannot but deeply regret, that under 
the peculiar circumstances of the deceased, 
a medical ceitificate of her incapacity to be 
moved having been given, an order of sus- 
pension was not signed by the chief magis- 
trates/’ 

The Hall was as crowded at two o’clock 
lifter midnight as it was during the early 
part of the day. 

Such are the principal facts which were 
proved upon oath in the progress of this in- 
teresting inquiry. The proceedings were 
conducted in an exceedingly irregular man- 
ner, and hence it was that the inquest did 
not terminate until after three days had 
been fully occupied in the examination of 
witnesses. Thia, however, must always be 
the case, so long as non-medical men are 
permitted by law to preside over institutions 
which involve medical inquiries. The at- 


torneys in this case proved themselves to be 
singularly incompetent, not only from the 
ignoraoce they exhibited in matters purely 
medical, but also in their acquaintance with 
the law relating to medical testimony. This, 
we believe, is the first instance in which ad- 
vantage has been taken of the precedent 
which was furnished to the profession by the 
appearance of a medical counsel at the 
inquest held on the body of Miss Cashix. 
On that occasion a brow-beating, bull- 
beaded, Old Bailey barrister, was twisted 
round the finger with all the ease and sup- 
pleness of a newly-grown reed. The attor- 
neys can talk and prate confidently enough 
upon a medical or upon any other question, 
until they are opposed by persons acquaint- 
ed with the subject under inquiry, mid who 
are actuated by no other motive than that of 
the public good. An attorney is not equal 
to the task of conducting an adequate me- 
dical examination ; hence, he not only .fails 
to extract the truth from the witnesses, hut 
be is incapable of exposing the ignorance of 
his attorney adversary, or of detecting a like 
deficiency in the attorney -coroner 5 the en- 
tire proceedings, therefore, under the direc- 
tion and management of such men, is a 
mockery— is a delusion; or worse, it is 
positively injurious, by diverting the public 
mind from some investigation to satisfy the 
ends of justice, and afford security to the 
people. The coroner’s court is a legitimate 
arena for medical candidates, and we hope 
that medical men will never again be found 
wanting, when their presence is required 
either by the dictates of humanity, or consi- 
derations connected with the respectability 
of tbeir own profession. Attorney •wtonexz 
will shrink from presiding over inquiries 
where their ignorance is sure to be proved, 
and where they must become the eft'ete ob- 
jects of heroism before even ill-informed 
spectators. The day for attorney-coroners 
is gone by ; the ground is open to the mem- 
bers of the medical profession, and if they 
do not step forward to occupy it, the blame 
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of the omission most ever remain with 
themselves. 

The verdict which terminated this in- 
quest will, we hope, act beneficially upon 
the minds of magistrates, parochial offioers, 
and others ; for the poor are often carted 
about the country over the roughest roads, 
and in the most severe weather, with as 
little care and consideration as dead cattle. 
If the cause of death could, in the instance 
before us, hare been clearly traced to the 
circumstance of the journey from Rochester 
to Cranbrook, we hesitate not to say that 
the rerdict ought to hare been one of man- 
slaughter against the Mayor, for not haring 
suspended the order for remora). We say 
tbs journey from Rochester to Cranbrook, 
because the Mayor, legally, could not be re- 
sponsible for any occurrence after the pau- 
per had been properly and safety lodged in 
her own pariah. The journey hack — that 
is, from Cranbrook to Rochester, was the 
roluntary sot of herself and her husband. 
She reached Cranbrook, be it remembered, 
at eight o’clock on the Saturday night, and 
she made her election to return to Rochester 
sixteen or eighteen hours after her arrival in 
her own parish. This, therefore, in any 
court, woald be taken as legal evidence 
confirmatory of the fact, that during the 
journey to her parish under the authority of 
the magistrate's order, she had received no 
injury. The fact may be otherwise, but it 
does not admit of proof ; and for ourselves, 
we must in candour state, that the course of 
induction, by which it is inferred that the 
injury to the head was sustained during the 
journey to Cranbrook, is both unsound and 
illogical. Nevertheless, the journey home 
was the act of herself and her husband, for 
the oonsequenoes of which, neither in law 
nor iu justice, should the Mayor be made 
answerable. Women have an instinctive 
feeling which binds them to the spot where 
the pains of labour are upon them ; and if 
she had felt such pains when at Cranbrook, 
we believe that so consideration would have 


induced her to return to Rochester. If her 
head were injured at all during the journey, 
which we think is more than doubtful, it is 
probable that the damage occurred on the 
return home, while the poor creature was 
extended on the floor of the e*rt. But, as 
it is distinctly given in evidence by two 
witnesses, that the labour was in every re- 
spect natural, and that she was quite well, 
and comfortable within an hour of her death, 
it is manifest that her dissolution must be 
attributed to a cause entirely unconnected 
with the journey. This is our opinion, and 
to withhold it would be uncandid in the ex- 
treme. In stating thus much, let it not be 
supposed that we approve of the conduct of 
the Mayor, who, we think, acted officiously 
and unwisely, if not most unfeelingly. The 
neglect with which he treated the certificate 
of Mr. Ryb was most unpardonable, and it 
might have cost him a verdict of mem- 
slaughter, tie has received, however, a 
correction, which will sting him to the last 
hour of his life. The medical men have 
done themselves real honour by their con- 
duct in this transaction ; they have made 
the attorneys feel their importance, and 
have shown the public how to appreciate 
their knowledge and utility. The exertions 
of Mr. Robertson in particular cannot be 
too highly commended. 


W b refrain from entering into the ques- 
tion connected with the expulsion (for it is' 
nothing less) of the surgeons of his Ma- 
jesty’s navy from the levee-chamber of the . 
“ Sailor King," because we hear that the 
subject^ is to receive the consideration of 
the Lords of the Admiralty. Sir James 
Graham, who holds the rank of First Lord, 
is a man of spirit and mettle ; further, he 
is a scholar and a frank-hearted gentleman, 
and we believe that he will not lend him- 
self to any act which can have the effect of 
offering the surgeons of the British navy 
a deliberate, cold-blooded, insult. If the 
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prohibition be not qqiekly rescinded* there 
ought to be ad aggregate meeting of the 
Profession to take the matter into consider- 
ation* and to agree to a petition for presen- 
tation to his Majesty upon the subject. 



DR. SIGMON D. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — I beg you will do me the justice to 
state, that I most distinctly disavow all 
connexion With the house to which your 
Correspondent “ Chirurgus” alludes, and 
that if my name has been employed in the 
way he states, it is a most shameful and 
unjustifiable breach of truth, in the year 
1699, when Dr. Milligan quitted England, 
I undertook his practice ; a pupil of his, 
Mr. Wray, called on me, and requested me 
to visit for that gentleman, aa establishment 
be (Mr. Wray) had formed, similar to the 
Maisons de Santi of Paris ; 1 saw for him 
^>nr or five patients, and paid about five 
visits, since which period I have never 
been near the place, nor did I at any time 
receive either directly or indirectly, the 
dighteftt remuneration. 

1 bare the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

GEOfTGfc G. SlGMOND. 

• Jan. doth, 1881. 

We feel much satisfaction in giving a 
place to this letter, because it is evident 
that a most unwarrantable use has been made 
of Dr. Sir. mono’s name. A printed card, 
however, upon which that name has ap- 
peared, is in our poss e ssion, and it can be 
forwarded to Dr. Sigmon d, in order to sa- 
„ tisfy his mind that we did not publish the 
former communication on the subject with- 
out just grounds. 

It will be seen that Mr. Jewell has also 
addressed us on the same subject, but not 
with the same effect as Dr. Sigmon d. We 
apprehend that Mr. Jewell’s communica- 
tion will not prove very agreeable to the 
admirers of professional etiquette. 

MR. JEWELL. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir I can have no possible objection to 

Mat** in reply to your very courteous cotro - 


| spondent “ Chirurgus,” that I have, until 
'lately, attended the institution in Holborn 
| Hill, and to which several of the most 
I eminent ntea in the profession have been 
also attached. I believe the plan of the in. 
stitntion to he precisely that adopted by the 
Mnvnrn de Santi in France, and the Asylum 
for the Recovery of Health in this country, 
except its being on a more confuted scale. 
L beg to deny, in the most positive terms, 
having been remunerated in any way bat by 
such fees as are usually giveu to medical 
men. 1 have the honour to remain, Sir, 
Your Obedient servant, 

Georc* Jewell. 

Sackville Street, Feb. 1. 

LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. .. 

Mondap, January 31, 1831. 

Mr. CalIawav in the Chair. 

PATHOLOGY OF HOOPING-COUGH. 

Dr. Burne brought forward the subject 
of the pathbYogy of booping-cough. 1 Many 
reasons, he said, bad concurred in concealing 
the morbid changes cqnnected with this dis- 
ease from the notice of the profession. 
Children seldom die absolutely of pertussis; 
ih most cases, therefore, the appearances 
are not single, but are complicated with 
other pathological phenomena, disease of 
more than one tissue being present. Goes* 
sionalty also the true pathological signs of 
pertussis are not so prominent in their cha- 
racter. His fitst post-mortem investigation 
of a cate 6f pertussis took place in 1824, 
and he theu noticed appearances which 
struck him a's peculiar to that disease, name- 
ly, hepatization of the lobules of part of the 
lung, generally of its external border, fre- 
quently of the middle lobe of die right lung, 
and iti that part of the left lung wliete the 
lobes foes each other, especially in the fis- 
sures. Why changes should occur in these 
particular spots it was difficult to decide, 
but a peculiar locality of morbid changes is 
not infrequent in diseases of the lungs, ia 
phthisis for example, in which, as it is well 
known, the superior lobes are most usually 
affected. One peculiarity which he-betieved 
to exist in the hepatization of hooping- 
cough, is, that instead of die increase or 
fulness in the volume of the long Which 
occurred in the ordinary of pneumonic hepa- 
tization, there is in pertussis a contraction 
or diminution in the affected parts. The 
degree of hepatisathm was Small and cir- 
cumscribed, confined to the lobules alone, 
the septa shrinking in, as it were, and leav- 
ing superficial furrows on the external sur- 
face. It appeared as if it aroce from **b- 
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sente inflammation, and consequent dfpoat> ! 
Hon of orgaaifeable matter in a part of die ! 
lung to which air was not previously ad- 
mitted. 

Dr. Burne exhibited a specimen, which he 
eooaidered a very good oue, of the changes 
iu question. The morbid parts were taken 
from a child who had been hut a w eek ill, 
and in whiah a violent attack of bronchitis 
bad superveued on the original disease. Dr. 
Burne .then entered at some length into a 
discussion oil the question whether the depo- 
sition in the hepirtiaed lung took place in 
the ruinate lobules or io their interstitial 
cellular tissue, and he concluded from vari- 
ous reasons that it occurred in the latter. He 
explained also the respiratory process in 
hoopitig -cough, and expressed his belief 
that the circumscribed nature of tbe hepati- 
nation which he considered peculiar to this 
disease, Was occasioned by the extreme ex- 
haustion of the lungs from the protracted 
and convulsive expirations. In reference 
to die respiration and coughing, he express- 
ed his belief that the extent of tbe expira- 
tions afforded a good eriterioti of the danger 
of the disease,and that the popular belief was 
entirely correct, that as long as the child 
could «« cough out ” effectively, there was 
Httle or no dsnger to be apprehended. Dr. 
Burne said he had made nine or ten dissec- 
tions of this kind, and in all the same patholo- 
gical appearances occurred. His colleague, 
Dr, Aide won, had already published accounts 
of some of these coses iu the Medico- Chi- 
mrgicml 1'rutisactioru. Dr. Burns con- 
cluded by inflating the preparation and send* 
ing it round Cor examination. 

Dr. Stewart inquired if Dr. Burne had 
attended to the condition of the brain and 
nervous system, in hi* investigation ef these 
cases. 

Dr. Burns replied, that it appeared to 
him that the phenomena which iu fatal cases 
of pertussis are occasionally noticed in the 
bead, arise entirely from difficult transmis- 
sion of blood through the lungs, and that 
they were seldom or never noticed except 
in the instances in which bronchitis had 
supervened. In the present case, the brain 
bras rather hard; ia tiie lateral ventricles 
tbete was about half an ounce of serous ex- 
travasation j the centrum ovale had besides 
an unusual marbled appearance. In fine, 
be believed that permanent congestion of 
the brain only took place io oases compli- 
cated with bronchitis. It might exist in a 
transitory degree in simple instances, it 
was true, but on the Whole he considered 
the brain as secondarily engaged. 

Dr. Stewart said, that from the convul- 
sions which so commonly occurred in hoop- 
ing cough, and from its suspected contagious 
nature, he was inclined to attribute it to an 
affection of the nervous system. 


*f* 

Dr. Writing, in consequence of tbe epi- 
tbet “ suspected," which fell from the pre- 
ceding, sf leaker, expressed his decided con- 
viction, that no disease was more certainly 
contagious than hooping cough, and in proof 
of this belief he adduced some very con- 
vincing cases. In reference to the views 
laid before the Society on this occasion, he 
was obliged to say that he did not consider 
them at all satisfactory he thought they did 
not distinguish between the cause and the ef- 
fects of the disease, and he was still inclined 
to consider the subject obscure* He believed 
the origin of the disease to be, an impres- 
sion on the nervous system, which induced 
a specific irritation in the lungs ; that tko 
occurrence was analogous to the coatagiouq 
oiigin of the inflammation of the salivary 
glaads or the '* mumps." It was not com- 
mon irritation, or inflammation, but specific, 
by which term he of course only meant to 
designate a thing, the nature of which was 
not understood. Tbe evidence of the pecu- 
liarity of the impression was to be found ia 
the unusual action of the respiratory muscles, 
Moreover, that the disease was not attribut- 
able to hepatisatioe, as Dr. Burne believed, 
wss, he thought, furtlier proved by the very 
mild course which some esses ran, and the 
rapid, audden convalescence which was so 
frequently observed, and which, he believed, 
would be incompatible with suc.h serious 
organic derangement. 

An explanatory conversation then ensued, 
but it possessed no additional interest. One 
gentleman, whose name we could not learn. 
Stated that lie had witnessed several dis- 
sections in fatal cases of pi rtussis, and ia 
all had remarked the appearances described 
by Dr. Burne. Tbe discussion was then 
adjourned till the next meeting, when the 
treatment of the disease will be brought 
under consideration. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Saturday , January 22, 1831. 

Mr, Ciiinnock in the Chair. 

ON THfe EMPLOYMENT OP 6ECALE COBNUTUM 

IN VARIOUS HEMORRHAGES. 

Da. Negri read a lengthened and inte- 
resting notice of the papers published by 
Dr. Spsirsni, in the AtmcUi Universali , on 
tbe efficacy of the geceie eornutum in arrest- 
ing various hemorrhages, as well from the 
luogs, nostrils, and urinary organs, as from 
the uterine apparatus, on which its peculiar 
action has been hitherto most frequently 
observed. Dr. N^fri detailed eight cases 
of menorrhagia, in .which the remedy had 
been successfully employed. We select two 
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shore eases, which at the same time exem- 
plify the efficiency of the remedy, and show 
one of the usual causes of the distrust of its 
powers which some practitioners still per- 
severe in maintaining : — 

“ E. M., «t. 36, had been delivered in 
the 8th month of pregnancy of her sixth 
child ; the lochial discharge stopped a month 
afterwards; the catamenia appeared again 
for four days ; after two mouths .it again 
stopped, which gave reason to suppose she 
might be pregnant again. However, at the 
end of Feb., 1828, after suffering pain at the 
abdomen and surrounding parts, a bloody 
discharge began, which at last was very 
profuse, and mixed with clots of blood. 
Bloodletting, at first, and other means were 
employed, but with little, and that not per- 
manent, relief. She went on in this preca- 
rious state till March the 30th ; when the 
blood beginning to flow as profusely as 
before. Dr. Spairani was called for, who, 
in examining her per vaginam , found the 
os uteri half open, swelled, and in a venous 
state. He ordered one drachm of ergot of 
rye, divided into six powders, two of which 
were taken the same day, the 30th. The 
bloody discharge and the pain speedily di- 
minished under the use of this remedy, and 
she was permanently cured by the 3d of 
April.” 

“ N. F., after a long and painful labour, 
was delivered of her sixth child. Eight 
days afterwards she was taken ill with pain 
in the abdomen and loins, and a profuse 
menorrhagia took place, which more or less 
continued for two days, when Dr. Spairani 
was called in. He ordered the usual dose 
of secale comutum , but no effect took place ; 
another dose was directed, but without any 
relief ; a third dose was ordered to be 
bought at another chemist’s. The first pow- 
ders of the new parcel speedily diminished 
the haemorrhage, and it was completely 
stopped before the whole quantity was con- 
sumed ; the remedy was as usual continued 
for some time afterwards to secure the good 
effect of it.” 

Four cases of uterine congestion follow, 
in which the same plan of treatment was 
followed, and with the same results. By 
uterine congestion, Dr. Spairani means that 
state of local irritation of the vascular sys- 
tem of the womb, which is not, properly 
speaking, a state of inflammation, bat which 
may be considered as the first step towards 
it. Instances of this kind are to be met 
with in cases of irregular menstruation, 
which are very often accompanied by great 
pain in the hypogastric region and loins, 
with other symptoms of greater or less gene- 
ral disturbance. 

Two cases of epistaxis are related in Dr. 
Spairani's paper; Dr. Negri considered 
them very interesting, as being quite novel 


in regard to the employment of this remedy. 
An epistaxis took place from the left nostril 
in a child five years old. Cold applica- 
tions to the head quickly reduced the loss 
of blood, but it did not prevent the irregu- 
lar recurrence of the haemorrhage for seve- 
ral days. Eight powders, of Four grains 
each, of the secale comutum, mixed with a 
little sugar, were ordered to be taken every 
two hours. The haemorrhage stopped in a 
few hours, and did not appear again. An- 
other packet was ordered to be given at 
longer intervals, which insured the cure of 
the disease. The Becond case was that of a 
girl 15 years of age, not yet menstruating, 
who was kept in bed with gastric fever. To- 
wards the 15th of August, 1829, epistaxis 
took place from the left nostril, which she 
had previously been subjected to. Her bead 
being relieved by the loss of blood, no- 
thing was at first done to check it. Relaxing 
however for too long a time, means were, 
applied which had been found beneficial in 
other instances. In spite ofthem, however, 
the haemorrhage continued till the morning 
of the 16th. Dr.’ Spairani was called in: 
about seven o’clock a.m. ; he ordered 24 
grains of secale cornutum, divided into sic 
parts, one powder to be given every ten 
minutes. As the nostril contained clots of 
blood, and cold lotions were still applied to 
the forehead, he suspended the latter, and 
the nostril was well cleaned before the re- 
medy was exhibited; but a dot of blood came 
away, and the haemorrhage went on with 
greater violence. Almost all the first dose 
was consumed in half an hour, and the hae- 
morrhage did not 8 top. Another dose was 
ordered, and the epistaxis was checked after 
the seventh powder was taken, via. the first 
of the second dose. The femedy was con- 
tinued through all the day, and no more blood 
flowed. On the next morning, however, 
Aug. 17th, and on subsequent days, a few* 
drops of blood appeared again almost at the 
same hour, which was constantly stopped 
by the administration of some portions of 
the remedy. The fever went on through its 
regular course, and in March, 1830, the 
girl was enjoying perfect health . 

" Case. — A girl of twelve years of 
age VvaS subject to an obstinate habitual 
catarrh. On the morning of the 26th of 
January, 1829, she had sn attack of cough 
followed by haemoptysis, which afterwards 
continued, mixed with mucus. Half a 
drachm of the ergot of rye in eight parts, 
taken in the firet 24 boars, reduced very 
much the quantity of blood, which then only 
slightly tinged the expectoration. The re- 
medy was augmented to two scruples and 
a half in the twenty-four hours. On the 
fourth day qo more blood was to be seen in 
the spittle, and, what was surprising, the 
mucous expectoration at first diminished on 
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the subsequent dtys, and ceased at last, so 
as to leave the patient quite cored on the 
eighth day, having from the fourth gradu- 
ally diminished the quantity of the remedy. 

Two cases of hematuria cured by the same 
remedy are the last which are recorded io 
the Aqnal. Uaiversali. Dr. Negri consider- 
ed them of deep surgical interest. 

1st. A gentleman of 70 years old had an 
attack of k ischuria which required the use of 
the catheter. This operation had at first no 
bad consequences ; but after having been 
employed for many times, it was followed by 
haematuria, which at last becoming rather 
alarming, Dr. Spairani thought proper to 
have recourse to the secaie comutum. This 
experiment succeeded so well as to permit 
afterwards the use of the catheter without 
any loss of blood at the time of the opera- 
tion or afterwards. 

The seoond is a gentleman who was la- 
bouring for many years uader chronic dis- 
ease of the hladder. The great discharge of 
mucus which passed with the urine was at 
last mixed with blood. Many remedies 
were employed to arrest the haemorrhage, 
but without success. Although it was 
rather difficult to believe it possible to stop 
a haemorrhage which was the consequence 
of an organic lesion of the mucous mem- 
brane of the bladder, yet it was thought 
proper to try the secaie comutum, were it 
only for the purpose of satisfying the mind 
of the distressed patient after having failed 
in other attempts. • To the astonishment of 
the other medical gentlemen who attended 
the patient, the haemorrhage ceased a few 
hours after the new remedy was employed. 
This, however, could not save the life of the 
sufferer. 

' Dr. Negri also noticed, briefly, the histo- 
rical details connected with the use of the 
seealeoomutom, he also noticed the principal 
writers who have testified to its therapeutic 
value. 

The secaie comutum, which by chance 
was originally known. for its pernicious 
qualities when taken mixed with food, and 
as having produced abortion in pregnant 
women who ate bread which contained it 
in small quantity, was at first used empiri- 
cally by the common people to promote 
labour- pains, and to dimmish the immode- 
rate loehial discharge, and sometimes crimi- 
natty to produce abortion. It was after- 
wards taken into consideration by obstetri- 
cal practitioners, and its elective action upon 
the uterus being ascertained, it has been 
successfully employed by them to excite the 
too languid contractions^* this organ. 

Professor Bigesehi ial823, in Italy, and 
Dr. Guillemoot in France, in 1829, employ- 
ed ibis drug as the most convenient remedy 
for uterine haemorrhages occurring from 
want of eentractsbility after delivery. In 
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1822, Dr. Aslee of Philadelphia, and Dr. 
Balardini in 1826, used it to arrest haemor- 
rhage occasioned by deficient uterine con- 
tractions. Dr. Shallcross recommended it 
in menorrhagia occasioned by partial detach- 
ment of the placenta. Professor Dewees in 
1826, expressed his belief that it would have 
an influence over hemorrhages in general ; 
and Dr. Marshall Hall at last mentions in 
the London Medicsl and Physical Journal 
May, 1829, a esse of menorrhagia cured by 
this remedy after three months’ trial: he 
recommends it also in leucorrboea. 

Four other cases, two of menorrhagia and 
two of haemoptysis, were afterwards pub- 
lished in the subsequent number for May 
and June of the same year, by Dr. Pigualla ; 
and another case of menorrhagia subsequent 
to parturition, cured by the secaie comutum , 
which was given in the dose of ten grains 
every two hpurs, for three times, by Dr. 
P. L. Manrage, was extracted from the 
Archives Gin . de Mid. Avril 1030, and in- 
serted in the number of Omodie r s Annates 
for March, 1830. 

In respect to the mode of employing this 
remedy, Dr. Spairani makes, at last, the 
following general remarks : 

To obtain good and speedy effect from it, 
it is necessary to get the remedy of the best 
quality, or it will fail, as in the case of 
menorrhagia. The dose of it must be gene- 
rous, and often and regularly repeated, from 
xxiv grs. to lxxij, distributed through the 
24 hours. If the haemorrhage be violent, it 
mutt be given every ten minutes in re- 
fracted quautities ; if not, every two hours, 
or longer, will be enough. 

Dr. O’Shaughnessy related a case of ute- 
rine hemorrhage consecutive on premature 
parturition, which had recently fallen under 
his observation, in which he used the se- 
caie comutum with considerable success. 

Dr, Blicke denied that the ergot possess- 
ed any anti- haemorrhagic properly ; he had 
used it in the most abundant doses, and had 
rocured it from the most respectable sources, 
ut never could find it to produce any effect; 
be considered cold the most efficacious mode 
of arresting uterine haemorrhage. 

Dr. Barry said, that in Rust’s Maga- 
zine there was an account of experiments 
instituted on men, for the express purpose 
of 4ociding whether the ergot possessed 
any and what physiological action. After 
a few drachms had been consumed, vehe- 
ment tormina and flatulent discharges in- 
variably succeeded, and the ergot was ob- 
liged to be discontinued. This he consi- 
dered sufficient proof that it did possess 
some action, and he moreover thought that 
numerous proofs had been afforded, by ex- 
perience, of its control over the uterine 
functions. Perhaps its arresting haemor- 
rhage might receive a mechanical explana- 
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lion from the distention of the adjacent 
hollow viscera, by the copious production 
of flatus, which, in the German experiments, 
had been seen to be a oonstant effect of the 
use of the ergot. He further alluded to the 
diseases it was known to produce, via., the 
dry gangrene of the feet, and concluded by 
expressing his conviction of the great auti- 
hemorrhagic virtues of the remedy. 

Mr. Gilbert Burnet alluded to the epi- 
demic injury produced by the eaters of the 
ergot in bread, one of the effects of which 
was the induction of premature labour. He 
did not agree with Dr. Barry’s flatulent 
theory ; for example, he eould not see how 
it could explain the cure of hemorrhage 
from the nose. 

Dr. O’Shaughnessy stated, that a speci- 
men of suspected ergot of rye had some 
months since been given to him for analysis, 
and he found it to be composed of the 
Sulphate of lime, which had been cast in a 
mould and coloured, so as to imitate very 
closely the natural ergot. This circumstance, 
he believed, would account for many of its 
supposed failures. He believed all contro- 
versy might be readily terminated by expe- 
riments instituted on pregnant animals of 
the lower grades. Mr. Evans, of Beak 
Street, a gentleman in extensive obstetric 
practice, had recently informed him, that 
lie had lately used the ergot of rye in seve- 
ral coses of amenorrhoea and menorrhagia, 
and with the best success. 

Mr. Kino conceived, that concerning the 
action of the ergot nothing had yet been 
determined, and it should therefore be used 
with, the utmost caution. He wished the 
experiments alluded to by the last speaker 
to be performed, but in this country there 
was no encouragement for any scientific man 
to devote bis time or trouble to these inves- 
tigations. He thought it not improbable 
that the ergot might act as an irritant on 
the mucous membranes to which it was 
applied, and that by the contraction thus 
wet up, hemorrhage from the uterus might 
be arrested. 

On the 29th, Mr. Qua in brought forward 
some valuable observations on the diagnosis 
of cerebral affections. The discussion on 
this subject was adjourned to the 6th of 
February. We shall notice Mr. Quain’s 
paper in our next. 


ST* GEORGE’S HOSPITAL. 

COMPOUND FRACTURE OF THE LEG. 

Edward Evans, etat. 52, admitted De- 
cember 30th, 1831. In passing along the 
street he slipped and fell. The tibia and 
Atari* were fractured ; theft was some •*- 


travasatia* of blood, and (be fane tune was 

comminuted. He is a collector far a brewery, 
has lived freely, and is of au irritable habit* 
The leg was placed in a junk ; lotion ordered 
to be kept constantly applied, and to have 
an anodyne draught. 

31. Has passed a restless night; is 
fidgeity and talkative $ incoherent on somo 
points; skin cool; pulse irregular, slaw, 
and full ; tongue moist ; has vomited threw 
or four times. Ordered beef-tea; gin; and 
the following draught to be taken at bed-, 
time. Compound spirits of juniper , &m 
drachm and a half ; sedative liquor of opium; 
25 minims ; camphor mixture* 11 drmkms* 

Jan. 1, 18S1. Has passed another bad 
night ; no sleep ; his countenance still ex-» 
presses anxiety, is very talkative, his mind 
continually wandering ; pulse soft and full, 
84 ; tongue dry, and very slightly furred ; 
vomited several times in the course of the 
day. Gin to be continued ; the anodyne 
draught to be. repeated at bed- time. 

Jau. 2. Still greatly excited ; delirium # 
came on suddenly in the night, and in aa 
violent a manner as to require several mew 
to hold him, while a strait-waistcoat was 
placed on him. He had during the night a 
draught as fallows ^Sedative liquor of 
opium one drachm ; wine of tarlarixed an • 
timony, half a draehm ; camphor mixture, 
eleven drachms ; after which he rested bet- 
ter than in the fore part of the night ; this 
morning he does not complain of pain, ex- 
cept in the leg, which was produced there 
by his disturbing the junk during the fit of 
delirium ; pulse quicker, 96 ; tongue more 
furred ; the pupils of the eyes contracted. 
Ordered— Jj, Carbonate of ammonia , six 
grains ; sedative liquor of opium,ten minims ; 
camphor mixture /one ounce and a half. 
Mix. Ixt this draught be repeated every 
four hours. The gin to be continued, and 
to have some fish far dinner. The anodyne 
draught to be repeated at bed-time. 

3. Has passed a better night. No return 
of the delirium; pulse slower, full, and 
soft. Bowels not opes since his admission. 
Ordered— Compound extract of colocynth. 
eight grains t Castile soap, three grains ; 
blue pill, three grains . Mix ', make turn 
pills to be taken immediately. An anodyne 
draught at the hour of steep. Gin to be in? 
creased. 

4. Has passed a bad night, is exoited; 
has disturbed the junk during the night; 
his mind is wandering on bis family cea-r 
corns; his bowels have been opened; face* 
dark-coloured and offensive ; tongue drjr 
and furred ; pulse not increased. Sedative 
liquor of opium, half a drachm ; sulphuric 
ether, wine of tarlarixed antimony, of each 
fifteen minims ; camphor mixture, eleven 
drachms . Mix ; to be taken direetly ; (A? 
anodyne draught 4« be repeated at bed-tim* 
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5. I* better, lias slept well; complains of 
thirst, and has vomited dark matter several 
times; tongue furred, but moist; pulse 
increased ; perspires ; bowels confined. 
Ordered, calcified magnesia , rhubarb , of 
each Jive grains ; carbonate of soda , twenty 
grains ; simple syrup , one drachm ; water, 
one ounce . Let it be taken with half an 
ounce of lemon juice after the vomiting, and 
repeat it if requisite . 

7. The vomiting has been cheeked for a 
abort time by the effervescing draught, but 
it has returned ; he keeps nothing on hia 
stomach ; he seems however much easier. 
Obscure tenderness of the abdomen. Let 
a common enema be administered daily . 
Jk Best mosch, five grains ; opium, one 

f rain, Mir ; form a pill to be taken at 
ed-time. To have some port-wine every 
day . 

13. There has been no variation in the 
Symptoms for the last five days ; the vomit- 
ing still continues, and purging occasionally ; 
* what passes is very dark-coloured and off *n- 
sire; the tenderness of the abdomen is rather 
increased ; has an exacerbation towards 
night; no delirinm; he has been ordered 
burnt brandy for the sickness of his sto- 
mach. A Jeremy, with chalk , three grains ; 
ex tract of hyoscyamus , James's powder , of 
each three grains. To be taken at bed-time 
every night . A blister to be applied over 
the epigastrium. To have a starch enema 
with one drachm of laudanum. 

13. There Las been no vesicatiou pro- 
duced by the blister ; cannot pass his water ; 
vomiting continues;, purging has ceased 
The catheter to be used • Eight leeches 
to the epigastric region, 

14. The symptoms do not vary ; pulse 
.fuH, and measures 90 ; very little urine has 
.passed; slight purging ; vomiting continues. 
Mercury , with chalk , extract of henbane , 
of each six grains, to be taken at bed-time. 
To be cupped on the right side to the extent 
of six ounces. A blister to be applied after • 
wards . . TUg effervescing draught as be- 
fore, to be taken every six hours , 

lo. The vomiting is violent ; rejects 
every-thing he takes. Pulse iic? gular, quick, 
and febrile ; countenance anxious ; tongue 
.very much furred ; miud continues incohe- 
rent relative to his business and family con- 
cerns; is ordered arrow-root and beef-tea ; 
no urine passes- Brandy tfo be given as 
usual . The anodyne draught to be repeated 
.at bed-time, 

16. Died. 

Post-Mortem Examination. 

Brain unusually healthy. 

Thorax.— -The lungs were also in a very 
healthy state. The heart was loaded with 
fat. 


m 

Abdomen. — Liver healthy. No traces of 
inflammation in the stomach or kidneys. 
The smtll intestines were, for the most part, 
in a high state of inflammation. Their mu- 
cous coat wa* loaded with vessels gorged 
with dark blood ; they were also very much 
ulcerated. The bladder waa contracted to 4, 
very small compass. 


REMUNERATION FOR PROFESSIONAL 
ATTENDANCE ON PAUPEM. 


To the Editor of The I^ancxt* >> 

Sir, — Having been for many years n 
reader of your valuable book The Lancet, 
and an admirer of the spirit of rectitude 
which generally pervades it, 1 feel greatly 
desirous to trespass upon you for an insert 
lion, to obtain, if possible, correOt informa- 
tion on a subject which involves iu It the 
interests of a large class of country practi- 
tioners, who, with myself, I can answer for 
it, would feel highly gratified by its perusal. 
The subject is the difficulty with which 
medical men obtain remuneration for pau- 
pers out of the parish in which they reside, 
in extreme casps, before bn order can possi- 
bly be received from the overseer. It Is 
exceedingly lamentable that a pauper should 
die from want of medical attention, and very 
hard that humanity on the part of medical 
men should not be rewarded, and particu- 
larly if they advise the parish of the circam- 
stance as early as possible. The following 
recent occurrence, in my own experience, 
will illustrate what I mean. I was called 
suddenly to a case of peritonea! inflamma- 
tion, in a pauper whose parish was seven 
miles off ; it being a second attack, I sup- 

r sed she would not recover. The next day 
wrote to the parish per post acquainting 
them with the extremity of the case, the 
impossibility of the pauper paying for at- 
tendance this time (she having, with great 
difficulty, discharged her former bill), and 
soliciting their immediate order for attend- 
ance, informing them, at the same time, 
“ that l should continue my attendance, and 
do what was proper , until I heard from 
them.** These gentlemen took no notice of 
my letter, and 1 took it for granted that I 
was in the path of duty in attending until 
the patient w as out of danger, after which 
I sent my bill per post, which these worthy 
gentlemen refused to pay, alleging, as an 
excuse, that I had no order from them. Now, 
I should be exceedingly glad to know, whe- 
ther the above parish is not liable from the 
date of my letter. I remember a similar 
case being tried a few years ago, I think 
before the excellent Lord Tenterden, and it 
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was decided hi favour of the medical man . 
I am sorry it was not then generally pub- 
lished. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

John Hoars, M.R.C.S., &c, 
Warminster, Jan. 21, 1831. 


SPONTANEOUS COMBUSTION OF FINELY- 
DIVIDED CHARCOAL. 

CAUTION TO GUNPOWDER MANUFACTURERS. 

In the last number of the Annales de 
CfUmie, which has arrived in this coun- 
try, we find a paper on this singular subject 
by M. Aubert, colonel of artillery. He de- 
tails the several circumstances of the spon- 
taneous combustion of charcoal , which took 
place in the powder mills at Metz, in 1828. ; 
and he also gives an account of the experi- 
ments instituted in order to investigate the 
nature of the occurrence. The following are 
the results of the inquiry : — 

Charcoal in the stute of minute division, 
to which it is reduced by trituration on a 
large scale, assumes the appearance of a 
thick unctuous liquid, and in this condition 
it occupies considerably less space than it 
does in the undivided state ; it also absorbs 
air with much greater rapidity. This ab- 
sorption is accompanied by an intense dis- 
engagement of heat, which must be regarded 
as the true cause of the spontaneous com- 
bustion. The combustion often takes place 
within twenty-four hours after the tritura- 
tion, and commences towards the centre 
of the mass of charcoal. 'Jftie variations of 
the thermometer, barometer, or hygrometer, 
have no apparent influence over the occur- 
rence. The charcoal most readily affected 
in this manner is prepared by distillation, 
and in order that the spontaneous inflamma- 
tion should happen, it is necessary that there 
should be at least 30 lbs. weight of charcoal 
together. The combustion usually occurs the 
more certainly in proportion to the short- 
ness of the time between the carbonization 
of the wood and trituration of the charcoal. 
Free access of air is essentially necessary. 
During the trituration, the air in the appa- 
ratus undergoes no change, neither is air 
decomposed till the combustion commences. 
Sulphur and saltpetre added to the charcoal, 
prevent the spontaneous combustion, though 
the temperature of the charcoal, neverthe- 
less, experiences a marked elevation ; but 
though this increase is not very great, M. 
Aubert considers it dangerous to leave these 
mixtures exposed to the air in large masses 
after trituration* 


Caution.-— Medical men are cautioned to b*d| 
their guard against an impostor who is in the habit 
of calling at private houses, when he is certain that 
the master is out, and inquiring if Mr. — - is^ 
home. On being answered in the negative, be re- • 
quests to be furnished with pen, ink, and paper, to 
write to the gentiemau whom he pretend* to he* 
most anxious to see, but few* he shall not be able 
to call again. He is, therefore, showd into ^an 
apartment for the purpose of writing, and watches 
for an opportunity to pocket whatever appears to 
him worthy of that distia^ion. .^lavm8Lwritten a 
few lines describing himself to be J.medufcl man m 
embarrassed circumstances, and requesting some 
pecuniary assistance, he leaves the house. This 
i man having watched Mr. Dixon, surgeon, of New- 
man Street, out of his house on Monday last, took 
advantage of his absence, and gained admittance 
under the pretence above mentioned. The servant 
very foolishly showed him into the drawing-room 
for a few minutes, during which time he contrived 
to pocket, unperceived by her, a medallion that 
had been presented to Mr. Dixon some years ago 
by the Duke of Sussex, as president of the Humane 
Society, for having restored a youth who had been 
in a state of suspended animation from drowning. 

Surrey Dispensary, Feb. l, 1831. To the Editor 
of Thk Lancet. Sir,— I beg to coirect the mis- 
statement made in the last number of your Journal 
respecting the Surrey Dispensary. The promises 
in the prospectus made to the pupils have been fully 
performed, as will be testified by those gentlemen 
who have availed themselves of all the opportunities 
this institution affords for information. 

The examinations have been conducted with only 
one exception (and that was on Christmas day) on 
Saturday evenings at half-past six o’clock ; and 
clinical lectures on the cases present have been 
given regularly on Wednesdays and Saturdays be- 
tween the hours of eleven and one. Will you have 
the goodness to insert this in your next number, as 
the misstatement requires immediate correction. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient humble 
servant, John Staddon, apothecary to the DU- 
pent ary. 


TO OUR READERS. 

The present Number contains an extra half sheet* 
paged from 689 to 596, which half sheet we shall be 
obliged if our readers will substitute for the leave* 
containing corresponding pages in our last week'* 
Number. The lecture contained in that Number 
was, by a singular mistake, put into the printer** 
hands before the short-hand writer’s notes had 
undergone the customary corrections, and the error 
by another rare mistake passed through the press 
unamended. We accordingly now present our 
readers with a perfect copy of the lecture in such a 
form as will permit of their cancelling the old 
leaves, and inserting the new ones in place of them. 


CORRESPONDENTS. 


To the Editor.—' There are several men practis- 
ing in this neighbourhood (Evesham) who have re- 
cently inoculated scores for the small -pox;, if you 
wish I will send their names, and get all properly 
authenticated : can they be punished l 

Chirubgus. 

There is no law to prevent the practice of inocu- 
lating for small-pox, but it is a most disgraceful, and 
dangerous practice, and the promoters of it cannot 
be too severely reprobated. The publication of 
their names, however, would be useless, as they 
must already be insensible to every feeling of 
shame.— Eu. L. 

I A Pupil of St. Thomas's must send us his name 
and address in confidence. 

The letter oi Mr. J ohnson next week* 
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A Treatise on Fever. By Southwood 

Smith, M.D. 

Qmieal Illustrations of Fever • By A lkx- 

ANDEJl TwEEDIE, M.D. 

Memoir $ sur le Traiiement des Fievres 

Graves , Sfc. Par M. Dance. 

(Continued from page 589.) 

In out previous notice of Dr. Smith’s 
Treatise, we laid before our readers a faith- 
ful abstract of his theoretical speculations 
on the nature of fever, and its close con- 
nexion with inflammation. We also en- 
deavoured to show, that the course of reason- 
ing adopted by Dr. Smith was by no means 
a# unimpeachable as the profession had been, 
by certain medical and non-medical com- 
mentators, taught to believe. We shall se- 
lect for our present consideration the chapter 
of this treatise which relates to the treat- 
ment of fever. It is a peculiarity in the 
entire work, that each chapter forms, as it 
were, a separate and individual memoir, 
which may be pemsed without disadvan- 
tage apart from the rest of the publication. 
The first sentence in the chapter on the 
treatment of fever is deserving of much atten- 
tion, as by it we shall have to measure, 
subsequently, some practical points of sig- 
nal importance. We shall offer no obser- 
vation, however, on the assertion it con- 
tains, until we have completed the analysis 
of the rest of the chapter. 

u yfe have seen that the first indication 
of disease in fever is traceable to the ner- 
vous system ; that the nature of this primary 
affection of the nervous system is unknown ; 
that it may possibly be the commencement- 
of inflammation , modified by the* nature of 
the nervous substance, in which the inflam- 
matory action has its seat, and by the nature 
*ke cause that excites it, namely, a pecu- 
liar poison ;.or, on the other hand, it may 
possibly be something distinct from inflam- 

No. 389. , 


mation, but having a peculiar tendency to 
excite it. In either case, the inflammation 
that is present in fever is peculiar and spe- 
cific, differing essentially from ordinaiy or 
simple inflammation.” 

A little further on it is stated, « that febrile 
and ordinary inflammation are not identi- 
cal, and that the difference is snch as to re- 
quire a very considerable modification in the 
treatment appropriate to each.” We are 
next told, that the only morbid condition 
in fever of which we have any know- 
ledge, is inflammation , and in the same 
sentence the author states, unequivocally, 
that “ inflammation is the only condition of 
fever over which the medical art possesses 
any control.” Though inflammation does 
not take tho lead in the author's chain of 
morbid action, yet he considers it the first 
which admits of treatment, and he says, that 
the remedies proper for it “do not diflfer 
from those which are adapted for ordinary 
inflammation, but they differ materially in 
| the mode in which they ought to be applied 
and the extent to which they ought to ba 
I carried.” 

| The next observation of importance, con- 
sists in the author’s assertion, that fevers 
cannot be arrested in their commencement, 
or “ cut short,” as it is quaintly termed. 
On this point Dr, Smith declaims, for in 
truth he does not argue, at considerable 
length ; he contends for the impossibility of -i 
the' occurrence, and also mentions the im- 
minent danger of even making Jthe attempt. 
Fever, he asserts, may be moderated, “ but 
cannot be instantaneously cured.” 

We then arrive at the author's remedial 
measures, and commencing with the mildest 
fever " of this country,” he says it requires 
little or no treatment; but that whenever 
the fever passes beyond this, it becomes a 
serious disease, and either proceeds to, or has 
arrived at, a peculiar inflammation. Tho 

TT 
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author’s own words are here important to 
the development of bis particular ideas. 

* c If excitement be set up in an organ 
which has as invafiable a foadeney fo te*. 
min ate in inflammation as 4 stone to fall to 
the ground, brhat is 'tbe proper remedy to 
prevent the transition of excitement into 
inflammation? Bleeding. Before we can 
say that inflammation is established we may 
foresee that it will come ; if the preceding 
excitement be not stopped, we know that 
it will as surely come as that blood will flow 
from a woabded blood-vessel. Because we 
cannot tell the precise moment when in- 
creased vascular action passes into actual 
inflammation, are we quietly to look on and 
do nothing until we have made tbat discovery? 
We know that inflammation is at hand ; we 
know what will prevent it, or, at any rate, 
what has a powerful tendency to prevent it: 
shall we not bring into immediate and vigo- 
rous use our means of prevention, or shall 
we wait until the inflammatory action shall 
have given unequivocal and alarming indi- 
cations of its presence and operations before 
we interfere ? To trifle in Such a manner, 
to lose the£e precious moments when we 
have such a fearful, such an active, and, if 
once it he allowed to become active, such 
A masterless enemy to contend with a? fever, 
is as j^reat a folly as it would be when a 
building is on fire to stand idle by as long 
as the fire is smouldering, ahd to take no 
measure to extinguish it until it has burst 
into, flame, nay, not until the flame has 
spread -from the floor to the ceiling, and 
from tbe ceiling to the roof. • - - - The 
physician, in the first stage of fever, armed 
with his lancet, ifc to bis patient what the 
fireman with bis engine, before the flames 
have had tim» to kindle* is to a building 
tli at lias taken fire. At this early stage, 
the former can check inflammation with al- 
most as much ease and certainty as the latter 
*can prevent the flames from bursting out.” 

So much for the prevention of inflamma- 
tion ; with respeqt to the cure of febrile in- 
flammation, he speaks in (he following im- 
pressive terms 

“• When inflammation has actually come 
on. there is then not & moment to be lost j 
tbat inflammation must he stopped ; tbe 
accomplishment of this object is tbe great 
end which the practitioner should' aim at in 
eyery-thing be attempts; until die has done 
this he has done nothing ; until ha has done 
this he; , ought to give neither sleep to his 
eyes nor slumber to his eyelids; until he 
has done this, he ought to feel that there 
should be do rest for himself, beciuSe there 
is no safety for bis patiebt. Until the in- 
flammuftiCn u subdued blood mupt<bo taken ; 
be the quantity U. .may be necessary to ab* i 


street, in order to accomplish this object, 
what it may ; be the bleedings it may be 
requisite to repeat what they may ; the 
vein must be allowed to flow, and it must be 
openfed again add again until this object js 
sebumd” 

In a subsequent page Dr. Smith declares 
that he does not with to countenance large 
bleedings in fever, as febrile inflammation 
can be subdued with less loss 4? blood than 
tbe common. We must, however, look to 
tbe quantity which be considers, on the 
average, to be correct, and accordingly we 
find the following estimate at p. -386 >— 

. “ If, affor tbe abstraction of sixteen oneas* 
of blood at the commencement of the attack, 
the vascular excitement he not completely 
subdued, In the coufse Of three or four hours 
the same quantity must be again taken ; and 
if, the next morning, tbat excitement con- 
tinue, it will probably have already passed 
into inflammation ; and. therefore, .the mein 
must he once more opened, and the blood 
allowed to flow until the pain, wherever 
seated, be entirely removed/* 

After a ** due impression” has thus befell 
made, purgatives are to be given, to tbe ex- 
tent of producing three at foUr stools d flay * 
cold sponging, if tbe skin be hot, perfect 
quiet, &6. Such is the method of treat- 
ment Which Dr. (Smith considers appropriate 
to the common fever of London. The em- 
ployment of wine next attracts thfe authored 
attention, and he admits its Occasional effi- 
cacy in conditions When the* powers dt life 
have beeh exhausted by Inflammatory dk- 
citemen L. In doubtful cases, he j udiciotihTy 
states that the experiment may be made Of 
a few ounces, the effects of which may be 
ascertained before any morels allowed. The 
Severest forms of fever are to be treated 
after the same maimer, ** the most power- 
ful remedies are to be employed immediate- 
ly,”— “the delay of an hour is pregnant 
with danger,” — “ exceedingly few of these 
cases would be lost were these remedies 
employ ed with due vigour at the commence- 
ment of the attack.” Proceeding a little 
further, we find that Dr. Smith con to det n 
some modification of this method essential 
incases where the affection of the head ,tlm 
thorax, or abdomen,, becomes eminently 
prominent. When the attack commences 
with severe cerebral pain, the bleeding 
must be proportion ably large and early, as it 
; is copiqus.” A case is quoted ih illustration 
of this opinion, in which the quantity of 
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fpm offerer the author also recommend. *u 'in. e aalbc,r exaggerates here alit- 
tbe “cold daah/— that water should hi Jk* “ J ‘" CJ !' t0 rttap4e »»<«*<* ha* 

Pouted r ro ,u . o^nsiderahle heLt aod £ 

a small stream, ou the head of the Datienr • “® ? r ; Smlth 8 °P Inlons «* t6 the 

Of the value of this remedy he aoeaL ? - pr,n I ?‘ p *f 8 of the treatment of fever. The* 
glowing terms. P n PP lc *tion, he. illustrates by a description 

xmrt - _ I of fire of the mixed cases. * 


glowing terms, 

When aa abdominal affection preponde. 

ttpa rip fimifl. - 1__ a “ . 


of fire of the mixed casese 

rn^i“Dr' , sZ^T ,, “ I .*“®r CU0 “ p “P° n< M t HaWn « « d candidly, we trust, 
’T**? 011 “ ‘ mitted tWs ontline t0 ‘he. reader’s attend 
S.v’!* ^ hleedmg has but lit- ‘ton, we proceed to comment on it, ex in. 

SeX ^vZd* <K * e “ e - If »»P ^j-lcepto, in . critical, but not in I ’caption* 

CenSe ^ctToufim £ V® P "' W ® mike “ ser tion wfthout 

i»“u, occurring, but when ‘he support of rational argument, so that'Dr 

2?"^ Iar 8* bleeding. .J Smith and his admirers will hive at a nv 
pasted U hlSri * T *° *“ a11 *" d r - r * ,e ' 1,0 C ““" br be * D S displeased with ou'f 

Ctes-^SlL sh* 7,“ eff6CtUaJ We feeI * the “> »o hesitation in 

•DDlied mnJ^k^ »« ehoold, he consider*, be I “ierting, that this treatise is, as far as 
PP most abundantly as long as the abdo- 1 t ^ leor J is concerned, replete with *rm* ; 

- Cr zx; -s " — In p i““ r 

mtnmonm * * P° wd8f » W1 & occasionally glased; m several parts altogether fe fi hlo 

ooejrSIutTiT'*^ “ “ od ^r‘ D . d im . perfect ; webelive that the 

WhT' T tteUmeai Prescribed. P r,nci P l <‘ a of treatment laid down 9r8 

Aeroi, £ ““* d blood, or *‘“Sbe with danger to the patient Th’ 

intestiH. A '' *?*■ ,UB “ orr bage from the dr8 f count « ‘his indictment we have, we 
with a few’ d^* *“!“*!*“ roses acidnlsted j beli * te ’ already substantiated : we proceed 
wuh a lew drop. of sulphuric aaid, and some. to * dduce oor evidence in support of the re- 

ml*.s d ^: ^° W “ d U * eD * ho oh- dre,01 7- » proved by his statement in 0 „e 
. * ’ “ at, “>U»at has * greater effect in pait * that in ‘he “ intensest" form of ftvdr 

«*eok»f the hmmosrhage than an aatri.J^® faction of the smallest quantity 0 f 
fwt.tudamntheoluumurebiuthinmictt, » fttal (p. 40T), and by the ndmis'. 
•eet remedy. I toon of the inutility of general bleeding ift 

I* thoncio fever, Dt. Smith relies almost I * oW f io * nd obdomina! complhmtion§. 
enelusively mt the tartar-emetie treatment; fer both these accord with the prinef- 
and say a of bleeding, that in the severe P ® S do ff nutica,1 y and strenuously pro . 
MMiehid affectiOB, it is of Httfo argil • ** it po “? ded m the foregoing quotations, it is 
W«ak€®ithe patisot without making a de* ( P^tocUj* easy to detarmihe. Logio is not 
wded nsprmidn os tho disease.^ necessary to show that they are as opposed 

The to each other as the ntframou nf . 


wunout m 

wded naprsssion ou tho disease. 4 
^The fotegoing bbservations are next ap. 

» »f the • re,tae, ‘ t of scarlet fever. 

Bloodletting may be carried to a greater 
extent, and will be attended 1 with stiH more 
dbc1d«tt and more certain efficacy, than in 
tne ordinary feTer.” 

^ Finally, the treatment during the pe- 
riod of convalescence is briefly adverted to. 
In this division, however. Dr. Smith ad- 
vances no peculiar views, with the exception 
of the startling assertion, that 14 of the 
great tendency to relapse during the whole 
of this periods few mftdiVai 


y ore opposed 

to each other as the extremes of a perfect 
antithesis* Again, that some parts arfe 
feeble and imperfect, becomes manifest 
when the treatment of intestinal haemor- 
rhage is taken into consideration. Infusion 
of roses, and a few drops of sulphuric a c id, 
with sometimes a drachm of the tincture of 
byosciamus ! Who that has eter treated 
fever, and witnessed the tortures thin coth*- 
plication engenders, would cofttent hixuaeff 
with such inert, srtch useless, internal 
remedies. No practitioner of greater «**fe*gy 
than a superannuated nurse wo trig cKlopt 

k tnCnrf* rtf wUtm 


. “7 !° rela P se durin g ‘be whole than a superannuated nurse wotriri a^nat 
of MU* period, few medical men are sufi-jsnch a mode of proceeding, while opi^ J 
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morphine, or astringents, pr the acetate of 
load, could be procured. 

Again ; in the treatment of the common 
fever, we find no allusion to the use of tartar 
emetic. Blood is drawn, and drawn again, 
but the production of nausea, that state so 
incompatible with inflammation, is not at 
nil recommended. We are told in one place, 
that the abstraction of an ounce of blood 
more than is absolutely necessary, does mis- 
chief. What mischief, we must ask Dr. 
Smith, would tartar emetic produce in these 
cases? Or is it that the learned author is a 
concealed localist, and inclines, with Brous- 
sais, to dread the irritation of the mucous 
membrane of the intestinal tube. Though 
bis words repudiate, yet his treatment occa- 
sionally favours, such a suspicion. ' Had we 
space to prosecute the argument, we could 
adduce numerous additional instances of 
contradictory assertions,, and injudicious 
treatment. Let us next investigate the last 
charge we brought against the treatise, 
namely, that it is fraught with danger to the 
patient. It is particularly necessary to re- 
mind our readers, that though Dr. Smith 
professes to giro a systematic treatise on 
fever, yet he acknowledges that he does not 
apyak of the treatment proper for the disease 
as it exists elsewhere ; he has seen only the 
common fever of London and its neighbour- 
hood. 

It is our bounden duty to state, that we 
dissent .entirely from the extravagantly bold 
depletory treatment recommended by the 
author. It is necessary particularly to cau- 
tion the young and inexperienced on this 

int ; the stropg metaphorical language in 
which Dr. Smith not un frequently indulges, 
is imposing; it is apt to mislead, but he 
evidently labours too hard to produce effect. 
His simile of a house on fire with a good 
engine at hand, is certainly unhappy, espe- 
cially as he intimates, that it is in vain to 
)»ope to terminate feyer by a stroke of art, 
an assertion which speaks but little for the 
authors experience of the disease. 

Though Dr. Smith tells us that the mild- 
est form of continued fever in this coun- 
try requires little or no treatment, we are 
'surprised to find this the only cautioD 
given. Bloodletting seems to be the chief, 
the only remedy. Has he witnessed no epi- 
.deiqic in which this evacuation in the early 
.Mage would be almost fatal, and certainly 


fatal, if carried to tha prodigal extent he 
advises? Has he never heard of the pre- 
cautions given by the immortal Sydenham 
on this practical point, who states that on 
some occasions he lost two or three patients 
before he became acquainted with the parti- 
cular character of the malady? Dr. Smith 
surely cannot be ignorant of the fact, that 
in particular years, nay, at particular periods 
of the same year, there is an unknown con- 
dition of the atmosphere which renders 
blood-letting less called for, and even posi- 
tively dangerous. Yet the most indiscrimi- 
nate adoption of this powerful and often 
dangerous practice is enjoined. No limi- 
tation as to form of fever, age, habit, sex, 
or idiosyncracy, is even hinted at. Bleed- 
ing is the passport to the salvation of every 
patient. Would the Doctor allow of no re- 
straint to his bold adoption of the lancet, 
according to the circumstances of each case ? 
Would lie bleed a starved pauper, or a 
Spitalfields weaver, with the same un- 
sparing hand as he would use on a city 
alderman, a fatted Duke, or stall-fed Bishop? 
Or would he recommend the same amount 
to be drawn in the typhoid forms as in the 
more acute varieties of fever? ’ ‘ 

In short we should have expected some 
didactic precepts from one of the physicians 
of a fever hospital, who writes with no small 
pretensions to dictatorial superiority, some 
leading principles to guide the young prac- 
titioner, but we are compelled to say there 
are none. For these reason's we hold this 
work to be in every respect improper for 
the young practitioner ; it will give him the 
most fatal notions of the principles on which 
blood should be abstracted in fever. 

The treatment of scarlet fever is ground- 
ed on the same principles. Bloodletting is 
the comer stone. It is even enforced here 
to a greater extent from there being less 
nervous and sensorial depression, while there 
are no precautions as to any peculiar epi- 
demic. Would bloodletting be expedient 
in some forms of the malignant disease 
which has prevailed for two or three sea-, 
sons past? No allusion is made to this 
most important principle, — the occasional 
occurrence of a malignant epidemic, which, 
as last year, swept off many children of the 
same family, and was attended by such pe- 
culiar symptoms that an inexperienced ob- 
server would scarcely have imagined the dis- 
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eue to hate been the same which appears in 
ordinary seasons. We have to notice also, 
that the appearance of the blood when 
drawn is not alluded to as a good criterion 
of the propriety and safety of its abstraction. 
In short the treatment would lead us to sus- 
pect that the author considers fever and in- 
flammation as identical, though, from some 
passages in the work, he denies this opinion. 

Although we have thought it necessary 
to criticise the indiscriminate adoption of 
bloodletting iu all types of fever, without 
respect to the circumstances which are 
occasionally observed in particular epi- 
demics, and the occurrences in each indi- 
vidual case, we nevertheless are strong ad- 
vocates for the occasional and prudent anti- 
phlogistic treatment of the disease. Blood- 
letting forms only one item of this mode of 
treatment, and though imperiously called 
for in some epidemics, and necessary to 
subdue particular symptoms, we are satis- 
fied that its indiscriminate employment can 
only result from an imperfect experience of 
the principles on which the treatment of 
fever should be conducted. 

Finally, we dissent entirely from the 
assertion that ** the only morbid condition 
in fever of which we have any knowledge, 
and over which the medical art possesses 
any control, is inflammation." Surely Dr. 
Smith will not deny that we know something 
of congestion, or that debility sometimes 
occurs in fever, and he can scarcely contend 
that over debility we have no control. 
Again, it does not follow, that because we 
Lave no knowledge of the nature of a mor- 
bid action, we are therefore not to treat it in 
the manner which experience, sage though 
empiric experience, has taught us to be cor- 
rect. What do we know of the morbid 
condition of the system in intermittents 1 Is 
inflammation the first condition to be com- 
batted there ? Yet this is fever, and for it 
we suppose Dr. Smith himself, if he were 
prescribing in the close lanes of Barmond- 

— “coelum, non animum, mutans” — 
would desert the lancet and venture on the 
sulphate of quinine. 

But we have allotted space enodgh already 
to this treatise, and we shall pursue its 
exaggerations no further. Before we con- 
clude, however, we have to notioe the ad- 
mission in the eighth chapter of the author’s 
belief in contagion, and as we must again 
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postpone the notice Of Dr. Tweed!*’* Cli- 
nical Illustrations, and M. Dance’s Memoir,' 
we shall defer our concluding notioe until 
another number. 


PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS ON TBS 

PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT 

OF 

JDEJFNESS. 

No. II. 

By John Fosbroxi, A/.D,, %c. 8fc. 

! In my first com m u n ication on deafness 
(Lancet, Jan. 15), 1 stated, that the exclu- 
sive subdivision of the profession under the 
denomination of pure aurists was absurd 
and superfluous, as well as useless to the 
public, except fo r picking their pockets ; 
that the histories of cures performed by 
aurists, whether stationary, sham, or va- 
grant aurists, and whether their cures be 
printed in catchpenny books, in placards on 
whipping or other posts, chalked on walls, 
or advertised in venal country newspapers, 
are, for the most part, nothing but lies .to 
catou ignorant credulity ; I wish to impress 
on the general practitioner, whose avocations 
are. too numerous and various to admit 
always of his divided attention to a particu- 
lar subject, the circumstance that there is 
nothing relative to the ear to which he is 
not competent, and I recommend him to 
avail himself of extracts from the remarks 
of others and myself, for insertion in the 
provincial press, as far as its system of ab- 
ject servility, venality, and interested sup- 
pression of truth, will admit, wlietever those 
remarks may serve to expose the pretenders 
who come across his path as ear •doctors. I 
have tried this plan myself with consider- 
able success, in weeding out several de- 
scriptions of quacks ; for in the despicable 
state of tbe medical institutions and medi- 
cal legislation of this country, the press (and 
even that is bound hand and foot by an un- 
principled libel law more calculated for the 
defence of scoundrels than the protection 
of honest men) is tbe only means we have, 
of affording security to the profession and the 
public, against .the successful swarms of these 
mountebanks. “ A caution to the public” 
in a local journal upon the spot, is to them 
an excellent lift to general practitioners, a 
body to which I account it honourable'to 
have belonged seventeen years, and from 
which I am separated, as far as a dome 
goes, only in compliance with my particular 
interests. A simplified discussion, with the 
views I have stated, may he useful, and if, 
as on former qpcaeions, some of them can 
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-assist me withfhe communication offacls, I impression produced by the extreme bn* 
shall be glad to receive tliem. midity of the climate of that part of Ife- 

Syrhptoms . — Deafness varies from a di- land, 
minution of hearing, to an almost total ex- The ear is exquisitely sensible of cold, 
tinction of the sense. A noise im the. ears, A deaf man going abroad at dewfaU, finds 
resembling either the roar of the Bea, the his hearing instantly affected for the worse, 
ebullition of boiling water, or the rustling The observation generally is, that, as soon 
of the wind among trees, accompanied some- as the sole of his shoe is wetted, ** he feels 
times with noise in the head, exi$t^ in ^he cold fly to his ears.” The balance of 
a/most every case of deafness, to whatever the circulation being disturbed by a cause 
causa the deafness map. be owing. The applied to one part, the effect may be felt 
patient, if deaf in both ears, may be deafer at a more remote and weak part.* 
on one side than the other. The left ear isal- Heariug is sometimes influenced accord- 
most always the least deaf, though the mem- ing to the medium and quality of sound, 
brane of the tympanum on that side may Some hear better amid a loud and uniform 
have been ruptured. If the deafness of noise than in perfect stillness, because, pro- 
both ears be attended with inflammation of bably, the torpid nervous system of the ear, 
the external porches and discharge, the and especially the nervous expansions which 
discharge is generally most from the right supply nervous influence to the membrane 
ear. of the tympanum and its muscles, require 

From obvious causes, the deaf hear better being excited generally to a ’certain pitch to 
at some times than others, according to the raise their sensibility to the ordinary stand- 
weather, temperature of the air, the state of ard requisite for. receiving vocal impres- 
tbeir bodily and mental health, and various 8 ions, and distinguishing one class of sounds 
Other circumstances. Some hear better in from another. Others, who cannot com- 
foggy weather, when the air is most deuse, prebend a strange voice at a bawling pitch, 
moist, and elastic ; on account, perhaps, of can interpret a voice to which they aroused 
the increased force with which the air, in habitually and familiarly, just raided above 
that state, is vibrated by sounds; sudden moderate loudness. Tbit circumstance ahowo 
changes from fine and settled to cold and the nicety with which some individuals are 
irregular weather, increase the difficulty of able, by constant attention, to recognise par- 
hearing. Analogously, almost all local, and ticqlar forms or figures of impression. Others 
most general diseases, Vary from the same hear only sharp and acute sounds, being 
impressions. Parts injured or weakened in much more forcible than long And diffused 
structure or function being more suscepti- sounds. 

ble, as we all know, than the sound parts of Since morbid impressions of ell kind* 
the frame, experience the presentiment of strike most heavily upon injured parts, 'at- 
changeable weather with talismanio viva- most all incidental deteriorations of health 
city. Deafness is generally increased dar- and derangements of other parts'of the body 
ing spring and autumn, through the rapid produce an aggravation or teOewal of tin* 
and extreme changes of the temperature and infirmity. Some deaf people find their «s» 
moistnre of the atmosphere at those seasons, colder and deafer post eoitum , an effect p#o- 
which excite peculiar temporary movements duced by other causes of general diminution 
of the circulating and nervous systems in of vigour. Irregular actions of the akio* 
man, as of the first of these systems in heat, ary ness, and cold sweats, for instance, 
plants. Indeedit is often brought on at are, in this respect, unprop! tioua,- and Often 
these seasons from the greater suscepti- conjoined with deafness in hypodtomlriasis, 
bility of the body, which then exists, to and certain diseased conditions of tho ms- 
diseases in genera), and affections about the cous membrane of the alimentary tube* 
throat especially. Our climate, in conse- which I have described iu my observations 
qoence of its variability, is very productive on the kidneys. Those two important tis- 
of deafness. M. hard, the physician to the sues, the skin and mucous membrane, as 
Deaf and Dumb Institution of Paris, and forming part of the structure of the ear, and 
a writer of a very able work ou the diseases as connected and continuous textures, par- 
of the ear, informed me, that the deafness of ticipate with each other in disease. Local 
the majority of English who apply to him, it affections of every kind go wrong, when 
caused by polypi in their nostrils, the fre- either of these tissues is out of order- 
quency of which growths he ascribes to their The state ; of the mind, that mighty 
climate. I became myself hard of hearing influence upon health,- and the' cause* 
in one ear, with scantiness end iudumtion of when wrong, of the decay and dismantling 
wax, whilst at Trinity Coll. Dublin. A of the frame, gte*% affects the bowing 
young Englishman, who went over to Dub- the deaf. The depressing passions aggra- 

iin, with whom 1 was acquainted, was 

affected m the same manner. I know of 
no other cause of these affections, than the 
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▼at* deafness, and sometimes even call it 
into existence, whilst the exhilarating pas- 
sions alleviate it, so long as the valient is 
under their influence. Lady Bagnot, who 
was subject at times te deafness, had al- 
ways a renewal of it after every cause of 
m^ntyd ■ depression. On one occasion, a 
latter, merely stytiqg the death of a re- 
lation, renewed the difficulty of hearing. 
Th* liev. Jeremiah Lowe, a patient of 
mine, states, 1 find that any trouble or 
anxiety inoreases my difficulty of hearing, 
and that feelings of a different nature im- 
prove it If I take more wine than usual, 
or if aay-thing exhilarates the spirits or 
braves the frame, I am the better for it.” 
These facts indicate the direct operation of 
the mind in altering the balance of rascular 
and nervous action. 

The period of the day has sometimes an 
influence. Some deaf persons bear better 
in the morning then at night ; sometimes 
the reverse. 

Deafness is generally gradual in its pro- 
gress. The voice is often very much 
obaaged, the deaf not being able to regu- 
late it. One patient writes : “ From not 
hearing my voiee, it is to strangers difficult 
to understand me, which considerably ag- 
gravates my affliction.” 

Exeiting Qtmes . — These are very diffi- 
cult te be ascertained. The most universal 
are, catarrh, exanthematous cases, fever, local 
affections in neighboaring parts, as ab- 
scesses and suppressed eruptions of the 
scalp, syphilis, abuse of mereury, tbe ac- 
tion of leed, remote affections especially of 
tbe bladder and urethra, and external Vio- 
lence ; but the chiefest of all is catarrh. 

Catarrh, scarlatina, amall-pox, measles, 
eynanohe tonsillaris, excite deafnecs, not 
only by simple extension ef inflammation 
fVom the throat to the eiittachian tube, but 
by striking at the internal ear at once, per- 
haps by determining an irregular flow of 
blood to the brain aud internal ear. 1 sus- 
pect, in many of these eases, s permanently 
congested state of the veins of the internal 
ear.* At all events, in numerous examples, 
it has been impossible to trace the continu- 
ous nod consecutive progress of local dis- 
posed action from pert to part. 

The exposure Of tbe ears to cold, and 
from neglect of proper apparel about the 
head, as is now the fashion among rout- 
going women at night and in the open air, 
ear-achs, with which the patient may be 
affected three or .four years previously, the 
fbraation' of abscesses periodically about 

* Catarrh' is preceded by headach, determination 
of blood tp the head. unpleasant and* restless sen- 
sations, and certain feelings of the skin, which are 
always relieved When the nose begins to run. I 
regard- tbs catarrh- -<hst is. the increased efflux 
fcpm the nqstriU, not as the diseas-.* tisdC but as 
tne secondary affection* and a salutary process. 
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the h?&d apd behind the cars, and ^specially 
the improper suppression of local affections 1 
pf the scalp by local treatment alone, are 
constantly followed by deafness. 

(t Among tbe accidental causes of otitis 
and inflammation, which very rapidly spread 
to the interior pf the ear, and so often in- 
duce caries of the bones, permanent deaf- 
ness, and fatal affections of the brain itself, 
cold applied suddenly to the ear through the 
medium of a stream of air, is one of the 
most common.” — M. Jjallemand sur VEn- 
cephahte . 

The action being suppressed in one part 
near the ear, is succeeded by another in the ear 
itself. Sometimes abscesses follow in this 
manner behind the eafs, which penetrate 
into the meatus externus through a hole in 
the bone large enough to admit a gold-wire 
probe ; at others, discharges from the mea- 
tus externus, with ringing in the ears and 
hardness of hearing. My case-hooks are 
full of facts, which prove the dreadful con- 
sequences to the ears and eyes from en- 
trusting cases of the pature thus described to 
the pernicious treatment of the various de- 
scriptions of certain wholly uneducated, o$ 
half-educated men, who are permitted to 
practise in England, especially of that class 
whom 1 call drug gist -surgeons, and to whom^ 
along with others of the St.-John-Long 
school, 1 shall shortly call public attention^ 
by a full development of their merits. 

Tbe, permanently debilitating influence of 
the venereal disease updn many, although! 
that disease may be cured in all its local 
forms, may lead to deafness, by the tendency 
of reduction of power to increase the sus- 
ceptibility of the ears to morbid impression : 
and sometimes, it is said, the disease itself 
produces deafness by causing venerea) actioq 
at the anterior orifices of the eustachian 
tubes. Mercury also, since it debilitates 
numerous constitutions, when injudiciously 
administered, and most of all acts upon the 
more minute and susceptible organs, is simi- 
larly injurious. 

Dearness, I have reason to think, may 
follow the incautious use of water impreg- 
nated with lead. One of my patients used 
water brought through lead pipes, for every 
domestic purpose, in his diet, and washing 
his head. He was subject to colic, very 
slow bowels, and stitches in different parts of 
his body, especially the muscles of his chest, 
under which he found it difficult to breathe. 

Affections of the bladder and urethra ap- 
pear particularly to bring on deafness, or 
produce a relapse of it. In two cases of 
stricture of the urethra* attended with ex- 
treme irritability of the part affected, and 
participation p( the whole constitution in 
the local affection, and iff. s third case of 
diseased bladder under my* care, deaf- 
ness took place, but gradually disappear - 
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ed with the amendment of the original dis- 
ease. Mr. F. came to me in 1828 for stric- 
ture of the urethra, and spontaneous emis- 
sion every morning, seemingly from the 
vesiculs seminales. The emission ceased 
after the cure of the stricture, and he was 
immediately seized with singing of the ears 
and deafness. An habitual hemorrhage 
from the nose had also ceased. He heard 
very well when he was swallowing , and I 
therefore ascribed his deafness to his throat ; 
leeching relieved his head but not his ears. 
In this case 1 think the deafness was owing 
to change of determination consequent on 
the ceasing of the discharges. 

Other causes of deafness are local and 
mechanical, as in deafness caused by the 
sudden explosion of cannon, and that by con- 
tinued noise, as blacksmiths 1 deafness. The 
former is ascribed to rupture of the mem- 
brane of the tympanum by the force of the 
vibratory impulse, wheu the ear being taken 
by surprise the membrane consequently is 
not regulated and prepared by its muscles to 
encounter the shock. I conceive that this 
accident is most likely to happen, as we 
know the structure of the ear to be various 
in that respect, where the meatus is very 
straight in its course, and the membrane of 
the tympanum is less oblique than com- 
monly in its position. “ Nonnulli statuunt,” 
says the learned Sennert, “ membranam 
hano et acutissimo et vehementissimo sono, 
et bombardarum et campanarum ingenti 
sonitu, sicut et a frigore vehementi, non 
dolore solum affici, sed et rumpi posse. 
Alii tamen nimis saltern tendi a talibus 
vehementibus objectis membranam hanc 
existimant, atque ita nimis tensam laxiorem 
reddi, ut sonum amplius edere non possit.” 
Dr. Parry records two cases of deafness from 
extreme noise ; that of Lord Rodney after 
the eighty broadsides fired from his ship the 
Formidable, iu 1782 ; a second from the re- 
port of a cannon close to the individual at 
the battle of Copenhagen. The blacksmiths’ 
deafness is a consequence of their employ- 
ment; it creeps on them gradually, in gene- 
ral at about forty or fifty years of age. At 
first the patient is insensible of weak im- 
pressions of sound ; the deafness increases 
with a ringing and noise in the ears, slight 
vertigo, and pain in the cranial bones, pe- 
riodical or otherwise, and often ‘violent. No 
wax is formed. It has been imputed to a 
paralytic state of the nerve, occasioned by 
the noise of forging, by certain modern 
writers, and by the old writers, to perma- 
nent over-tension of the membrane, which 
they compare to fixed dilatation of the pupil. 

- Sudeley Place, Cheltenham, 

January 17, 1831. , 
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CASE OF HYDROCEPHALUS, 

IN WHICH THE OPERATION OF TAPPINO WAS 
PERFORMED. 

Treated by W. Marsden, Esq., of London, 
M.R.C.S. 

On the 16th Dec. last, an infant, aged six- 
teen months, was brought to me, which had 
been afflicted upwards of a year. Her ap- 
pearance and symptoms were, tumid abdo- 
men ; Desk flabby and spare ; skin colour- 
less, soft, and relaxed ; eyes full and bright; 
pupils greatly dilated, and the retina insen- 
sible to light. Nausea, with occasional vo- 
miting, had existed for a considerable period ; 
the alvine evacuations were -pale, watery, 
and frequent ; urine scanty and high-colour- 
ed ; tongue dry and dark ; respiration and 
pulse both very quick and feeble, and for 
several months the child was generally in a 
comatose state. It had short intervals of 
screeching, with occasional convulsive fits* 
but neither of these symptoms was violent; 
had taken the breast and other food freely 
till within the last three weeks ; and during 
the last two days bad rejected every- thing, 
except a little barley-water given in a tea- 
spoon. The extremities were cold ; the 
skin was damp, and, to all appearances, life 
was fast drawing to a close. 1 had- no doubt 
respecting the nature of the- case, nor any 
with regard to the impropriety of relying 
solely on medicinal treatment. I therefore 
concluded that it was a proper case for the 
operation of tapping, although by no means 
a favourable one for recovery,— -other visce- 
ral disease existing, and the vital power 
being already too much enfeebled by the 
long continuance of pressure on the brain. 

Having stated my opinion to the child’s 
parents, they consented to any plan I might 
think proper to adopt : 1 therefore at once 
proceeded to the operation of tapping, 
assisted by my friend Mr* Greville Jones. 
The child being placed on a table in a supine 
position, its head half inclined to the left 
resting on a pillow, with a common hydro- 
cele trocar, a perforation of the membranes 
was made at the left coronal suture, midway 
between the fontanella and the temporal 
bone (the suture at this part being open) ; 
and having introduced the instrument One 
inch nnd a half into the brain, the stiletto 
was withdrawn, when about sixteen’ ounces 
of transparent colourless fluid were gradually 
drawn off, after which the canals was with- 
drawn, and the wound left open. A band- 
age was applied to tbe child’s head, bat 
the sutures being generally dosed, this was’ 
of little or no utility. The operation was 
performed within tl>e space of five minute*, 
and not a drop of blood wtrspilied* Tks- 
; chil4 was then placed in tbe cradle, in * 
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position to allow the evacuation of any fur- 
ther accumulation of fluid. 

During the ensuing night, about four 
ounces of fluid like the former came away, 
and three days afterwards] the external 
wound was perfectly healed. The effect of 
. the operation immediately after drawing off 
the water was very doubtful ; the extremi- 
ties continued very cold, and the surface of 
the body was covered with a cold watery 
exhalation. The lips were livid, the eyes 
sunken, respiration and pulse scarcely per- 
ceptible. The following mixture was or- 
dered : — One ounce of French brandy , and 
two of gruel ; a table- spoonful of the mix- 
ture to be given immediately , and a tea- 
spoonful to be repeated every ten minutes,— 
the extremities being wrapped in warm 
flannel. 

Vitality now gradually increased, and, 
after forty-eight hours, slight fever eame on, 
with inflammation of the conjunctiv*. Three 
grains of calomel, with six of rhubarb, were 
given, which produced three or four eva- 
cuations. A saline mixture followed, and 
was continued for several days. The febrile 
symptoms subsided, the child took its food 
well, urine and stools were regular and na- 
tural, respiration free, sleep sound, and to 
all appearance the child was perfectly reco- 
vered from the effects of the operation, and 
its general state of health much improved. 
At the expiration of ten days, a second ac- 
cumulation of water was discovered, which, 
by shaking the child’s head, waa distinctly 
audible, and, from the sound, I supposed the 
ventricles were not much diminished, this 
latter circumstance, no doubt, arising from ! 
the cranial bones being for the most part 
united. Three weeks afterwards, symptoms 
‘of nervous debility came on, rapidly in- 
creased, and the infant expired at the end 
of three days, without any appearance of 
pain. 

On opening the head, the external mem- 
branes were found to be perfectly united, 
as was also the perforation through the 
brain ; but the perforation of the membrane 
lining the ventricle was distinct, slightly 
dilated, and free from any appearance of 
disease. About three or four ounces of 
transparent fluid were found in the cavity, 
but the brain was of a healthy appearance. 

This case, in my opinion, satisfactorily 
proves, that by the operation of tapping, in 
cases of hydrocephalus, when done soon 
after the fluid has begun to accumulate, and 
before the constitutional powers have suf- 
fered too much from that cause, the lives 
of many children may be saved. And had 
the present case been treated six or eight 
months earlier, I have little doubt but it 
would have been attended with success ; for 
when this disease is fully developed, we 
have not on reooxd a single instance in which 


the child has recovered by medicinal treat- 
ment alone ; indeed I believe medicine to 
be of no use, till the pressure is removed 
from the brain. .Mr. Callaway, I have 
heard, is the gentleman who first ventured 
on performing the operation, and I regret 
much that a man of his talent should have 
discontinued a practice which, in all proba- 
bility by thia time, would in his hands have 
been attended with the most beneficial re- 
sults. Dr. Armstrong, I believe, performed 
the operation in several cases, but I fear 
that delay on the part of the parents, in giv- 
ing consent to permit the operation, has been 
the chief cause of failure. The trocar used 
by me iu the case above described, waa the 
common one, but in future I shall use one 
which I have contrived, the stiletto of which 
is spear-pointed , the canula of an elliptic 
form, three inches and a half in length, a 
section of the calibre, perpendicular to 
its axis, being somewhat larger in area than 
that of the common hydrocele trocar. I 
see no necessity for so small an instrument 
as that which some surgeons recommend, 
since that part of the brain which I perfo- 
rated sustains no injury from the instrument. 
Moreover, I consider this part of the brain 
to be the safest, in consequence of the in- 
strument’s passing anterior to the great 
meningeal vessels. 

Thavies Ion, Jan. 37, 1831. 


ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL. 
CLINICAL LECTURE 

DSLIVXRBD BY 

Da. ELLIOTSON, 

Jan . 34, 1830. 

VARIOUS CASES. MERCURIAL DISEASE 

IMPETIGO— CHRONIC BRONCHITIS, Ac. 

One of the cases which were presented 
last week, Gentlemen, was of so much more 
importance thau any of the rest, on account 
of its rarity, that I intend to devote the 
chief part of the lecture this morning to it, 
and will speak in a more cursory manner 
of the others. The case 1 allude to was that 
of scurvy , which I showed you in the thea- 
tre when we last met. 

Respecting the other cases, I would briefly 
meotion that they were seven in number ; 
three of them cases of rheumatism ; two of 
that peculiar state of the system which is 
seen after syphilis and mercury, and which 
some persons call a mercurial disease and 
others a pseudo- syphilitic state, — one that is 
not very well understood, and the treatment 
of which is by no meson satisfactory, though 
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many place great confidence in the treat- taste it j and that the othpr had been djvid- 
ment of it by sarsaparilla. The case 'or tm- ed among* the whole crew of thirteen, and 
peligo of the' hands, to Which I directed your was a very little pig, so that eaoh had' 
attention in endeavouring to draw the diag- but a mouthful or two. With that exeep- 
nosis between it and pustular itch, did wefl. tion he had eaten nothing bet salt-beef and 
I said the treatment was to be antiphlogis- salt-pork on board for seventeen weeln ; 
tic, and tbat she would be cured ; the wo- so that yon might almost say he had bad no 
man was cured by bleeding and purging, low fresh meat at all. They had no lemon- 
diet, and the application of cold water and juice on board nor citric acid, nor any medi- 
oxyde of zinc : fehe went out with her bauds cine of any kind, nor a doctor. Hie appear- 

E erflectly well. I believe if I had not bled ance you saw last Monday; there were pete- 
er, no focal application would have been of chiae on different parts of the body, partv- 
any use. There was the case too of remit- culariy on the legs ; spots and specks inna- 
te nt fever, in which I gave the salicine, and merable, of a very purple and dingy-red, 
which was speedily cured ; and one of bron- down the thighs and tegs. You observed 
cbitis also cured. But another case of bron- that on die inner and lower part oif the 
chitis proved fatal ; it was chronic. Nothing thighs there were large ecchymoaes, large 
is more unpleasant to treat than chronic black and blue patches, as though he had 
bronchitis. When you consider the vast been severely bruised* You observed, like- 
extent of mucous membrane that must be wise, tbat there was considerable hardness 
affected when every tube is diseased, and there ; the thighs felt there as bard as a 
in this man, I believe, there was not a sin- board. His gums were a little aflfeoted, not 
g|e tube not diseased : and when you recol- materially. The fact, I believe, was, that 
lect what a small portion of mucous mem- he was already much better when he cam© 
brane lines the urethra, and yet liow difficult into the hospital. He said his gums had 
it is to cure gleet or old gonorrhoea in the been very bad ; that bis month and breath 
male or leucorrlidea in the female, — you may had been very offensive ; and that his sums 
easily imagine the resistance offered to a had been so severely affected that he must 
cbre when the whole bronchiae ate diseased, have lost altogether about a pint of blood 
particularly when you also reflect, that that from them. He felt exceedingly weak ; his 
surface Is 'continually exposed to irritation spirit* were very much depressed, 1 and the 
from the admission of cold air, or air stiffness and pain of the thighs mode farm 
of variable temperature.' It is hardly pos- lame. When became here he bad hid fresh 
sible, unless you could change the climate meat fbr a week : he had been so near shore 
or procure a perpetual summer here, to do fora week, i.e. after his arrival in the itow**, 
a great deal of good in many of those cases, that be had had an allowance of fresh meat 
That every part of the tabes vm effected, and had improved considerably. The day 
I concluded from having heard a sonorous on which he was admitted, it Was necessary 
rattle at every spot on applying tire ate- for him (for the purpose of making some 
thoscope. At last the case resembled arrangements) to go out again, aud be had 
phthisis, and no ode could have said, ex- to walk some distance. Through the exer- ' 
cept by the use of the ear, that it was not a tion the inside of his thighs became very 
case of phthisis. He was spitting up a great much more ecchymoBed and hardened than 
deal of pus, aifd.was'greatly emaciated ; the before ; they wefe dreadfully hard ; hi Dm t 
ends of the fingers wera not enlarged, but the insides of his thighs were little more thaw* 
otherwise every symptom of phthisis ap- one great mass of ecehymoSis and perfectly 
peaced. When I examined him there was no unyielding substance ; the ctifKieas had be- 
pectoriloquism, nor cavernous respiration, come so great that he walked very lamely, 
nor gurgling rattle. A case of erysipelas of being unable to extend his left k*ee, 
the head also proved fatal. The patient had Symptoms . — The usual symptoms of 

not come to the hospital till the eighth day scurvy, as you will find them stated in book s, 
of the disease. are petechim, vibices, and ecchymoses ; pe- 

’ I proceed, however, to the case of techiae being, as you know, the most minute, 

SB a scurvy. the vibices larger, and the ecchy mooes being 

Robert Ifainea, aged 25, was admitted on the size of bruites. You will find likewise 
the 13th of January, with scurvy. He said mentioned, that the thighs particularly are 
he had been ill a month ; tbat he had that rery hard. Where the case is severe, there 
morning lapded, after having been seven- is always induration of the thigba. The 
teen weeks on his passage iu the Lavinia of surface of the whole body, too, is hi severe 
London, from Buenos Ayres hither ; that cases swollen, and the person altogether 
he had had salt-beef and salt-pork all the pas- looks very 'unheal thy —moated. If yoa 
sage, together with bread j that two pigs examine the gums, yon find them to be 
had been killed on the passage, one only spongy, and the teeth fall out. This man’s 
sp recently as Christmas -day, when he had teeth were loose, sq that yon could move 
bpen ill «ome time* and was not able to .some of them about; be said they hid s ft 
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beta quite loose Wore be obtained fresh perhaps, result. So it is in sentry,— if yon 
meet. The gums sometimes ere exceedingly compress the fungus, you give a tendency 
swollen, sad of quite s fungous appearance, to gangrene ; you produee swelling of the 
I recollect distinctly, when -a pupil, seeing extremity, which will also grow much 
a man with scurry that hsd been to one more spotted than before. Any part of a 
medical man, and had taken out sereral person labouring trader scurvy, may; if 
teeth for'bim. He had been also to a very bruised ever so slightly, become ulcerated, 
eminent surgeon, who' bad pronounced it a and when an nicer is produced, it assumes 
case of cancer— a esse of fungous hmmitsdes the characters which I have already de- 
of the gums. NowaH these blunders arose scribed to you. Old wounds in this dis- 
from a ease of scurvy being so exceedingly ease will break out afresh, showing that 
rare— So rare, that many even m the nary those parts of the body which bare been 
hare never seen a case. It is necessary, once injured and repaired, are still weaker 
therefore, that I should on the present oc- than other parts. Not only so, but the callus 
cSsioA particularly draw your attention to it, of bones that bare been broken will soften 
for tbodgh some of you may never meet with down, and the solntion of continuity again 
a case of the kind, yet others may meet with occur. A very extraordinary symptom 
one, and If yon had never seen such a esse, sometimes takes place in this affection, 
you might treat it as the case I hare men- which one would not be prepared to expect, 
tioned was treated, and pnll out the tooth ; and that is nyctalopia. It has been spbken 
or you might despair of curing it — consider of, for example, by Mr. Bamfield, who 
it a hopefes! C8se, and' let the patient die ? practised abroad, and by Sir Gilbert Bl&ne. 
Whereas by recognising the disease, yon will Cause . — Respecting the causes of this 
be able to cure it with the greatest ease. It disease, the case before os as fully illustrates 
is on this account that I consider the pre- the cause as the symptoms of the affection, 
sent case the most important of the set. It is always, 1 believe, a want of fresh ani- 
‘ There are also mentioned in books, de- mal and fresh vegetable food ; consequently 
ptesston of spirits, general weakness of the it was formerly very common at sea, where 
body, and absolute fainting. There is such there were not fresh, but salt provisions, and 
debility, that persons cannot get out of bed, bad management. So great was the havoc 
and the least effort will make them faint, by this disease hr former times, that Lord 1 
and the pulse, under such circumstances, is Anson in 1741 lost one half of his crew in 
fcehld. This man was low-spirited, weak, and six months: 9ffl sailed with him, and of the 
faints and Im pulse feeble, and the surface 961, 335 only were alive at the end of the 
of his body cold. It frequently happens, year ; at the end of the second year, of the 
too, that them are ulcers upon the surface 961, 71 only were fit far the least duty, — 
of the body, and these discharge a thin, fctid, not for any, but for the least duty. For- 
bloody fluid. The discharge from them is merly deaths were so common, as to amount 
as ffetid as the breath and the discharge to eight or ten every day in a moderate 
Bom (he gums, and, at last, what was a ship’s company ; and bodies sown up in 
bloody fluid, becomes, both in the juicers and hammocks, lay washed about upon the deck 
in the gums, rest blood — coagulated blood, for want of strength and spirits on the part 
Which is separated With considerable dif* of the miserable remaining sufferers, to cast 
fhJdhy, and after you hare removed it, you their old shipmates overboard. Formerly, 
find the parts below, dark, soft, and spongy; too, it was common in London, so that in 
for the sblids of the body, as well as the the seventeenth century from o# to 90 deaths 
fluids, become affected, and if you remove were stated in the bills of mortality as oc-. 
this coaguhim of blood, it is iustftntly re- currhag annually; and in the year of the 
newed, and at length a fungus sprouts out, plague, 105 deaths took place, 
dnd wilt spring up as fast as you cut it away, I might also give you another illustration 
just like a case of fungus of the brain after of its prevalence in the navy by stating, that 
an injury to the head, where the bone hai in 1726, Admiral Hosier sailed with seven 
beeh fractured and a fungns arises, and is ships to the West Indies; that he buried 
reproduced as fast as it is removed. This is his ships’ companies twice, and then died 
called, in the cacse of scurvy, by sailors, bul - himself of a broken heart. You wilt find 
lock's Ifoer , bom its resemblance, I sup- in Roderick Random, and in Smollett’s His- 
pose, to that organ ; and many’ of those fan- tory of England, a good account of the 
guses acquire a monstrous size. If you re- mode in which sailors were supplied for- 
tress them by pressure, a gangrenous tend- merly with food. Smollett gives ah account 
dney is observed, the less will swell, grow of the armament that was fitted oat to Car- 
spotted and painful, and mischief is pro- thagena, much about the same time at which 
duced. Yon know, too, that in the case of Lord Anson’s voyage took place ; and he 
fungus from the head, if it is compressed says the provisions consisted of putrid salt 
carelessly, and without precaution, coma- beef, — to which the sailors gave the name of 
tose sym pt o ms will come on, and death, Irish horsey— (I suppose the contractors 
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lived in Ireland, and that it looked like 
horse •flesh), — Salt- pork, and musty bread. 
The salt pork came from New England, and 
was neither fish nor flesh, but savoured of 
both. The bread came from the same 
country, and every biscuit was like a piece 
of clock work, moved by its own internal 
impulse, occasioned by tire myriads of in- 
sects that dwelt vrithin it. As to their but* 
ter, it was served out by the gill, and ex- 
ceedingly like train oil thickened with salt. 
You cannot wonder, then, that the men 
should have the scurvy. He also adds in 
proof of the bad management, that though 
there was water enough on board for every 
man to have half a gallon a day for six 
months, each was allowed only a purser's 
quart, in the torrid zone, where a gallon 
would have been hardly enough to repair 
the loss by perspiration. 

As regards the cause of it in England in 
former days, the food was very different 
amoug the common people to whatit is now. 
They lived on salt-beef and pork, and veal. 
The lower orders of society had very little 
else in the time of Henry the Eighth. Land 
was then but very little cultivated ; the 
chief were pasture lauds ; and even hay was 
not made as extensively as it is at present. 
The consequence of aH this was, that the 
cattle were all killed as soon as they were 
fattened, or ready for killing, and salted. 
Beef and pork were salted, and put up as 
provision for the winter; no more cattle 
were killed during lire winter ; for there 
were little means of supporting the cattle 
after the grass season was over ; every-thing 
was salted at the beginning of winter, and 
the people lived during the winter, on tlw 
cattle so killed and so salted. In those 
days, too, there was hardly any garden 
stuff: for, in 1700, a cabbage cost three- 
pence, which, in 1760, cost only a half 
penny. Other greens were at first propor- 
tionally dear; and garden stuff was only 
used then as a dainty, when people had 
Company. Queen Catherine, of Arragon, 
one of the numerous wives of Henry the 
Eighth of blessed memory, in the beginning 
of the sixteenth century, had actually a 
gardener sent for from the Netherlands to 
raise her a salad, there not being a man in 
England who could at that time manage 
such a matter. ' It is also said, that in 
Henry the Eighth's time, the price of 
salt-meat was fixed at one-twentieth, and 
wheat at one-tenth of the present prioes, 
because salt-meat formed the chief support 
of the people, and the attention of govern- 
ment was directed principally to it, for the 
purpose of affording a cheap supply to them. 
However, it is not the salt-meat that pro- 
duces the scurvy, nor is it putrid meat ; for 
the disease will oceur where there is no 
•alt-meat used, nor any meat at all. It is 


not owing to. this kind o&nssat being eaten, 
but through fresh meat and fresh vegetables 
not being eaten, that scurvy i* produced. 
It is the want of other fbqd-^- 1 be. Waut of 
fresh aoimal and fresh vegetable fond.-. You 
will find in the second volume of the Trans- 
actions of the College of, Physician#, two 
cases, published by Sir Francis Miinaau, of 
women who had the scurvy in the country 
(I think Derbyshire), who had eaten, no 
meat at all, but lived merely on . tea and 
bread and butter, having formerly been ac- 
customed to better food. 1 myself had a 
poor man in the hospital with scurvy,, in 
January, 1828, who had fallen from good 
circumstances into, the most abject .poverty, 
and lived on tea and gruel for, ions, time. 
I may remark that sea and laud scurvy are 
the same, though once considered different- 
Other cases of th%Jcihd I might .refer; Jo ; 
for many persons have had theiscutvy who 
have had no salt meat, who -have had jm 
putrid meat, but who have been merely 
living in a state bordering on starvation. ; 

It is also men honed by writers, JUUat tha 
scurvy was not only common in Lon^o# j(«s 
you might well suppose from the tied .1 have 
mentioned) ; but in a work publiahe din. 1705 
by Dr. Musgrave on the Gout, if issaidfo 
have been common in Somersetshire and 
we read in Pliny that iLp»v&ikd in the Ro* 
man armies when in. Germany, sqd inihe 
armies which served in thfrv^aia impiously 
called, like some other things, holy- ^ 

Predisposing Cavsex^w-Akhuugh this went 
of fresh animal and fresh vegetable jEpednp” 
pears to be the cause, ryet many; other 
cumatances increase the tendency to scurvy. 
Cold, and want of exercise, greatly, gvedin* 
pose to it. This -is proved. by the fact,; that 
sailors will suffer it iia cold climates under 
all the other circumstances in wisohfbey 
escape it in warm -climates. .As AQ exer- 
cise, Sir Gilbert Blane mentions that .the 
prime seamen only, of a ship's company 
used to suffer, who were -excused ftoes 
working the pump, the ship being leaky; 
while those who worked it escaped. Cap- 
tain Cook informs us* that the KMWtfbaAhwtfi 
who are habituated to hard Iwhour have no 
•curvy, jwhile the Russian and Cossack in 
garrison are indolent *nd subject* to ijL Tkp 
disease was first particularly noticed in 
1497, in the men of Vasco di Guns- : 

The difference ia ships* crews,, now and 
formerly, as regards scurvy, ia .very strik- 
ing. In the . two accounts of Lord Ar- 
son's. voyage and Capt. Cook’s, you will 
find that while Lord Anson's crew suffered 
in the way I have mentioned^ Capt. Cook's, 
in going round the wodd, suffered nothing, 
because they had a good supply of portable 
soup, sour orout, anc| fresh meat* They 
were kept regularly ©xerejsad^ ex trem e 
cleanliness and proper ventilation attended 
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to ; and they wore only out about three tion — the body would be in good health if 
week* at a tine on their longest cruise, net deprived of Ha proper external supply, 
though absent so tong. I therefore gave this man fresh diet* and he 

* IVeatment . — The remedy for this state at once became wed ; fresh meat every day* 

is fresh food, vegetable and animal food, and and fresh vegetables twice a day*— greena 
particularly lemon-juice. With respect to night and morning, for farinaoeous vegetable 
the man whose case I have been consi- food is insufficient. An improvement was 
dering, I gave him no medicine ; tbe esse visible every day; and, in fact, in four or 
was hot so severe, but that I fek satisfied a five days after 1 showed him to you be felt 
change to healthy diet would entirely cure so well that he would not remain to tbe hos- 
him. If I had given him lemon-juice, no pital any longer, but determined to loee no 
inference oould have been drawn as to tbe time in going into the country to his /Hands 
virtue of it, for, of course, it was my duty whom he bad not yet seen ; he felt that he 
to give him proper food. had nothing to do but to live out of tbe boa- 

Scurvy is adiseaae (if any disease is Ipure- pital as be lived in it, sod then that he would 
ly chemical. The body, structure, anti fuse- get rid of the very alight remains of the 
tions are not in the least ia fault; in ooe sense, complaint that were still perceptible, 
each pert of’ the system is ready toper* The power of lemon-juioe over the disease 
form ail its Tuactiem, but one of the exter- is said to be very great — its offsets speedy 
nbl things necessary far its doing so is taken and marvellous. Tbe compiler of Lord 
awky. * In ‘Use ease of euffh cation , the body Anson's voyage, seeing the dreadful appear* 
is not at all id feuk, but it suffers from a mice of tbe body in this disease, seeing how 
wentcof fresh sir-; so in scurvy, the fane* feta) the disease was, and how horridly it 
ttaiveare'all^rigbt, but the food which the disfigured sod disabled the body, making it 
body Immature requires, is withheld from it. a loathsome offensive mass of corruption 
Givs the body thm proper food, and it will (perhaps more than any other disease wbat- 
Msflce proper use of it ; give it a good sound ever), declared that a cure was impossible 
raw 'article,* if Imay so speak, and it will by any remedy or bv any management that 
msnUfecture properly, and the diseased state could be employed, and no hope of ever 
win disappear. This is very different from curing it oould be entertained ; and yet now 
tbe state frf some other eases in which she* we know that such a state as that may be at 
mfcal romedtss have bseto employed. For oace- removed by a change of diet, and by a 
example, you know that in cases of softness little lemon-juice 1 . This circumstance, I con* 
of - the 1 banes, seine 1 have recommended a fees, gives me greet hope of the improvement 
good supply ( of bone earth— of phosphate of of our profession. Many diseases certainly 
time, as' though the-bony substance was oaly can aow be cured which were formerly con- 
wanting. If ore tbbre his been no want of sidered hopeless, from our sounder patholo- 
pvopfer Supply- of anything, but the sys- gical views. By looking out for inflamma- 
tem in wrong; and give it what phosphate of tioa lor example, generally, and by treating 
lime you will, that wiH not -put the body it vigorously and steadily, we cure any 
In order. The disease does not coasist in affections that formerly were despaired of 

• Wtmr of bote north, but in the want of the (for inflammation is now known to be the 
proper function! which make the bone, or foundation of numerous diseases). There 
evolve ft ffora the materials they receive, can be no doubt also that a number of drugs, 
ffo iU^tlie esse of diabetes ; it is not that tbs both mineral and vegetable, have greater 
tody is overloaded with an excessive supply power over diseases than is yet knows. I 
wf shear, or been deprived of a due quantity consider the marvellous effeots of lemon- 
of ammid food, but that tbe functions of the juice ia this, the most horrid state of the 
tody which form the compound fluid called body that can be well conceived, sufficient to 
tdrine are diseased, that oocesions the din- justify s hope that a number of. drugs may 
totes; in ’ which sugar appears, and urea, be knows in the course of time that may cure 
fitbfifr^aeid, and asks, are deficient ; sod a number of diseases, which even at present 
yet ytiu’ may keep a person exclusively appear to us to be hopeless. Let me again 
-to snhtra) food, but very rarely 1 believe mention that formerly the scurvy appeared 
cure diabetes in that way. You may assist to be entirely incurable, and the attempt to 
somewhat by giving only animal food, in cure it absolutely ridiculous. 

making it more difficult for tke diseased The, power ot lemon -juice over this affeo- 
fuftetiott to manufacture the peculiar urine, tion is said to have been known twohun- 
but as lo curing it by animal diet, I believe dred years ago. It is said to have been 
'that, in general, you wilt find this impoasi- mentioned in a book called Woodall's bur- 
ble— I, at least, bits found it impossible. peon's Mate, or Military and Domestic 

To take a chemical view of such affec- Medicine, by John Woodall, Master in 
tions is not even countenanced by cbe- Surgsry, which was published in 1636 ; and 
mists themselves. .The case of scurvy is he ends his praises of it by saying ha dare 
fxuctly like the <4ne of impending suflboa- not write how good n sauce it is at meat, lest 
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Jfes chief t* thoeahiu should -waste ittosavs 
vinegar. it is arid even to bare been kaow* 
purlier, and been mentioned in Purchase’* 
Pilgrim, published in the year 1900; and 
vd, lotwkheteading aU that, it appeared to 
Mbe been almost forgotten- And this is 
again a vary i—tnirrirr circumataace to m. 
It teaches its not m despise a medicine 
wkbeut very good reason. If a medicine is 
recommeaded on good authority, we are 
bound, be the authority old er new, to 
ascertain whether what is said of it is true, 
vetoes we hate other medicines that fully 
answer evety purpose; I hate no doubt 
4hatmaay medic inns were onee used and are 
now forgotten, which would be very good in 
eertaih eases, or certain elates of eases, and 
hate been thrown aside without any reason 
whatever. As to the colchieum, when I 
was a pupfl, I recollect that it was not em- 
ployed — I neter aaw H used, — I heard it 
mentioned undoubtedly in lectures, but as a 
temedy that was highly dangerous, and yet 
this is ms old a medicine as there is in the 
Pharmacopoeia, praised by eery old writers 
for its powers of cleansing the joints, in 
abort for its power in gout and rheumatism. 
The lemon juice was, though so well appre- 
ciated so long ago, so little known as a 
remedy in oburty in the last century, that 
Bit Gilbert Blase states (and hie select dis- 
sertations, as weU as bis other writings, are 
foil of excellent information) that when the 
London College of Physicians was applied 
to by Government for a remedy in scurry, 
they advised the use of vinegar, which has 
very little power : and that in 1753 a Fellow 
of the College wrote a book on the subject 
of scarry, and never even mentioned lemon - 
juice, it Was owing to Dr. Lind chiefly 
that the knowledge of lemon-juice was re- 
vive!. Above a century after Woodall pub- 
lished, be statedits peculiar power. 

The Navy, however, suffered very severe- 
ly from sciirvy till 1795* when Lord Spencer, 
the father of the present Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, was at the head of the Admi- 
ralty, nod at the recommendation of Dr. 
Blair and 9» Gilbert Plane, established a 
full supply of it to the NaVy; in which 
from that time scurvy has been scarcely 
known. Sufch has been the difference of the , 
disease that though so late aa in 1780, near- 
iy two centuries after the publicatioh of 
Purchase’s Pilgrim, there were 1754 cases' 
of scurvy ht Hosier Hospital, in 1866 there 
was but one, and in 1807 but one ! 

I believe that the lemon* juice itself is 
considered mete efficacious than the citric 
add. I* of course, can apeak from no expe- 
rience of my own, but some people imagine 
foot the tomom-jaiee itself in more efficacious. 
It is preserved Very weU, I believe, by 
Fating about ono-tentb part of spirits to it. 
AU the Hesperideei have the same virtue,-— 


the lime, tfce Seville sad unripe Chinp 
orange ; malt and sour clWnt are also thought 
good. An ounce of lemon-jeioe «4t$» an 
ounce and a half of sugar d*uy is the navy 
allowance ; and sow scurvy is never known on 
the longest voyage, nnleis in an Stance of 
gross neglect, tike that of the mah whose 
case I have bow considered. Before the 
supply took place which is now served out, 
the average of patients sent to hospital, was 
in the preceding sine years, one* third of the 
whole Navy. In the succeeding nine years 
hut eighty-four cases oeesrred. • 

I may mention as a good illustration of 
the use of lemon-jutce, that T/u Suffolk 
left England in April, 1794{ that she had 
no communication with land for twenty-four 
weeks, and yet only fifteeu of her craw went 
slightly sick, and were soon curod by an 
augmentation of tha usual allowance of two- 
thirds of an ounce, and not one had tho 
scurvy on her arrival. In 1800 the Channel 
Fleet had no fresh provisions for sixteen 
weeks, but plenty of lemon-juice, and not a 
case of scurvy occurred; whereas, in 1708 
the Channel Fleet could not keep at sea be- 
yond ten weeks, and was wont out with tha 
scurvy and fever. 

The best application to the ulcers is also 
the lemon-juice,— a elite oflemoa, ms Pert 
Lebat appear* to have pointed out in his 
voyage to the Antilles. Fain in the breast 
and limbs is often felt during the scurvy, 
especially, it is said, if rapidly cured by 
lemes -juice. 

In 1606, on the 2nd of April, Commodore 
Lancaster sailed ftdm England with three 
other ships for the Cape of Good Hope, ana 
arrived at Sakl an ha Bay on the 1st of August, 
the Commodore’s Own ehip being kept in 
perfect health by the idmiutstrauofi of three 
table -spoonfuls of lemon-juice every morn- 
ing to each of his men 5 whereas the other 
ships WeTe so sickly as to be unmanageable 
for want of beads, and the Commodore was 
obliged to mend his own men on board to 
tske in their arils, and hoist out their boats. 

With respect to tha time at which the 
aedrvy begins, I think tliia mpn begin to 
have the disease at the end of five 07 sit 
weeks. He told me, but I have not made 
a note of it. Sir Gilbert Btone (to whosi I 
myself, and Mr. flerscbell evidently also, 
am much indebted for information on this 
subject) says that the disease usually begins 
oa tha 6th 6r f th week of sea victualling. 
Some have of late doubted whether tha 
lemon-juice has any such power as has Been 
ascribed to it. A moat excellent man, a 
friend of mine, Dr. Stevens, foe gentleman 
who in the West Indhia first tied foe .ex- 
ternal iliac artery, has peculiar fdpimosa 
respecting fever, and contends foot the blood 
is in a diseased state in this debase; and 
that after a time the proper remedy is, cer- 
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tain substances to altar the ptefe fit Urn bad B# idea « £ toa Stotor’a disease being 
W°od; minute deem of Atufral spits. Ac- caUedMnrvy, 

nardiag to hit account (and Jm* statements - »r »» - % , 

are all to be 4 speeded upon), in the yellow Respecting the easts that were admitted 
and fit km £$ wars, nfter the first attach this week, there worm among the women, a 
h over, whey the blood has fallen into this case of continued fever — a ease of toeumor 
depraved condition, life is saved by aflmi* turn— a. cape of bronchatis-rSnd a cus of 
nisteriag minute dopes of neutral salts, and bjsteritis. Among the men, a caps of nm- 
vomedyiag this defect in that fluid. 1 have phritia, and two of bronchitis. Apu mg the 
seen them in his experiments render the woman thane was also a case of 
Wood very florid out of the body, and Acids pssonakcy xuTsanx fqh D&opgy. - 
make it blacky Ha contends that acids, there* When I asms to the hospital X found that 
fore, must be injurious ia scurvy, and citric one of my beds appropriated, 19 women way 
acid among the rest* and advises nitre i but filled with a female with, s large abdomen* 
1 must sav, that when we have ao many ev i- who laid that her doctor (Dr. fiddle) hyd told 
daocaaof toe tosanf ships’ crews without the her she had got the dropay 9 and had better 
use of lemon.jsioe. and of their remaining come here to bo cured. Wow, when I was a 
healthy under the use of the juice, I think pupil* I aaw a very sharp, clever phy si- 
re ore evidence must be brought forward cian admit two eases of women with t»g 
thap fie gives to indue# persons to egreo bellies, and prescribe fur them sqmHs» 
with him. However, his work on fever will superacetate of potass* asf other anti-hy- 
he well ivortb reading j J re pore mend it to dropics. and in due time* indep d before top 
your notice ap soon as it is publishtd. and week was out. each of those persona had a 
you will judge for yourselves. In Mr. little one sucking at her aide. ( Laughter y) 
HerschehY works on the cultivation of the However, this would have been a very am- 
Physical Sciences, just published in Dr. noying and discreditable circumstance now. 
LardnerVEucyclopmdiathementions.among in these days of diagnosis, and therefore j 
the great improvements that bate been condescended, or my physitiapship conde- 
intrpdused fpr the good of society, the pea- sanded, in this case to use mechanical 
option of scurvy. He mentions this as oat me tut of invpstigsting her state. I not only 
of thy greatest blessings that have been inquired whether there wag fluctuation or 
accomplished for mankind in modern limps, not, as physicians are allowed to do. and 
You will find him saying, that “ at present ascertained that there wsa not any, out I 
scurry is almost completely eradicated in had her undressed, as I make it a rule in 
the Navy, partly, no doubt, from increased all cases of disease of the trunk ; whenever 
and increasing attention to general clean- there is a suspicion of organic disease, 
lineas, comfort* nod diet, but mainly from I believe it ia considered ywy discredit- 
the constant use of a simple and palatable able by some for a physician to 0*a hip 
beverage, the ncid of the lemon served out hands or bis ears; hut as nature has given 
in daily rations. If,” he adds, “ the gra- us both pur hands and ears, I for one am 
ftitude of mankind bp allowed on all hands very grateful for the sift, and wherever 
to be *he jupt meed of the philosophic phy- the phenomena of touch or sound occur, 
aician, to whope discernment in seizing, .and I consider them equally worthy notice as 
perseverance in forcing it on public notice, phenomena of sight or as detajls given, and 
we.pwe the great safeguard of infantile life, despise not the assistance afforded by Ba- 
it ought not to be denied to those whose ture. I therefore mechanically examined 
skill and discrimination have thus strength- the whole abdomen of this young lady, and 
enea the sinews of our most powerful arm, found a considerable tumour of tfle abdomen, 
ana obliterated one of the darkest features quite hard ; it yr*» broader and broader 
ip ope of thp most, glorjous qf all proles- upwards, till at the commencement of the 
sioum”, epigastric region I felt it well defined; its 

Jo rqgard to, the etymology of the word edge rounded off, and its shape something 
scorbutus, 1 believe it 19 scharbock , corrupt- like the segment of a circle. On looking at 
ed and latinised, and that scharbock itself the breast, the areola appeared to be of the 
qqmfi fjrom tchorf-pockt, sharp or violent darkest brown. This of course made mp very 
poqkftOr schorf-pocke, scab or scurf-pock; suspicious. At one part of the tumour of 
tliough ecurvy is Ibe mediasl English name the abdomen, the lipper part, in the right 
for the disease scorbutus , and common peo- bypochondrium, I found a smooth, dense, 
pie designate any cutaneous disease, with globular projection, as if toara was a lobule 
scurf or scabs, by the torn scurvy , You there; while my fingers were qponit, how- 
may remember that when 1 desired the sister ever, the lobule diaappeared—away it went, 
of the ward to bring .the man pot with the On applying my fingers there a, second 
leprosy but with toe scurvy, she brought time I found it again, but more in the con- 

S e the man with the lepra, assuring me tre ; thqn t it receded, and ) felt it lpwjpr 
at that was the man with the scurvy, and down ; while I was feeling it theroi it gave 
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such a kick that I started and withdrew 
my hand. The nature of the • case was per* 
fectly clear, but I said nothing about it; 
and asking the maiden how long she had had 
the dropsy, she replied a month. I asked 
her if she still menstruated, and she re- 
plied that nothing of that kind had hap- 
pened for ten months ; I asked her if she 
was ever sick, and she replied, “ Sick all 
dayand every day.” 

I think it very likely from all this, and 
from what I have often observed, that she 
had no idea of being pregnant. I believe that 
many women become with child and are not 
■aware of it ; not that they are not conscious 
of having taken the proper means of getting 
into that state, but that they have no idea 
that those means have taken effect. It is 
so common for women to indulge and think 
no harm will come of it, because so fre- 
quently no harm does come and they per- 
haps themselves hare so long iudulged with 
impunity. It is so common for women to 
suppose that no harm can come, and not to 
know that in these matters very little some- 
times goes a great way. {Mach laughter,) 
From earnestly hoping that no harm will 
come, some will really go on in pregnancy 
for a long time, without at all suspecting 
their situation, and at last are taken by sur- 
prise. I know that some are impostors, 
declare themselves not to be with child 
when they know they are, and protest and 
pretend they are so virtuous, that the thing 
is out of the question, or quite impossible. 
Yet I do believe many women are them- 
-selves deceived.' This woman, I think, must 
have been deceived, and for this reason— -that 
she told me very honestly and frankly, that 
she was continually sick, and had not men- 
struated for many months. Now I think, if 
she had really wished to deceive, she would 
not have admitted all this. I have been told 
by- gentlemen who practise midwifery, that 
single women frequently are so little aware 
that they are with child, that they will be 
taken with their labour pains, and not even 
then believe the real nature of their state. 
I have been told of women who suffered 
the commencing pains of labour, without 
being at all convinced that they were, still 
persisting that they could not be with child ; 
of course it must then be absurd fora woman 
any longer to attempt deception, and I think 
it must generally be from not believing it. I 
tbink that women wbo are in the family way, 
frequently bave not the least idea how very 
easy it is for them to become so. ( Much 
laughter,) A man cannot be too tender 
towards the other sex, and I therefore did 
not reproach her with imposture, nor even 
declare her state to her iu express words. 
I said nothing more than that she had not 
got the dropsy, and requested you to listen 
to the little one's heart, which beat dis- 


tinctly 130 in a minute, while the mother’s 
pulse was 76. 

The case was interesting, particularly on 
this aocount : — When we applied the stetho- 
scope to the abdomen low down on the left 
side, the child’s heart was heard distinctly 
pulsating with a double bent. I myself, and 
several of you, counted it 130, while the 
mother's pulse was 76. If was perfectly 
distinct ; there could be no doubt at aH 
about it, and several gentlemen examined 
it as well as myself. I never heard a 
foetus's heart pulsating before. 

Respecting the treatment of the case, the 
prescription I wrote was “ Exeat — Let her 
depart in peace.” 

The case is also important, as showing 
the necessity of taking- pains to make a 
careful diagnosis. Any one might suppose 
that a mistake at this advanced period of 
pregnancy could not be made ; but, as I 
have said, I do recollect, when a pupil, two 
cases admitted into a hospital, but not ex- 
amined in bed, prescribed for, where, after 
an examination with the clothes on in the 
admission room, diuretics, and other reme- 
dies of dropsy, were employed. Though, 
luckily, no harm was done, yet it made the 
physician look exceedingly ridiculous ; it 
occasioned a laughing and a talking among 
the pupils, and must have made the patient 
herself think, at all events, that be was no 
conjuror. , 


MODERN SURGERY. . 

To the Editor of The Lancit. 

Sir,— The very horrible narration which 
you gave in a late number, of the case 
of the poor boy who was so unscientifically 
mangled at Bartholomew's, is enough to 
chill the blood, even of a Hospital-surgeon 
himself. If the nail bad been driven into 
the petrous portion of the temporal bone by 
a hammer, then perhaps we might bave sup- 
posed such violence as was used in this case 
justifiable, but, most certainly, unwarrant- 
able in tbe present instance. I am an old 
practitioner, and have met with many cases 
in which substances have been introduced 
into the meatus auditoriiae, but have al- 
ways succeeded in extracting them by in- 
troducing beyond them the eye-end of a 
silver probe slightly curved. 

I cannot help taking this opportunity of 
saying, and I do it with grief, that I think 
the art of surgery, especially in the metro- 
polis, is fast declining, aad that it wiH con- 
tinue to do so, whilst some of tbe most emi- 
nent surgeons are content to keep their 
hands in their breecbes-pocket (except to 
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receiT* tlteir fee*), • rad ntisfy them- 
selves by looking at their patient's tongue 
and prescribing medicines, of the composi- 
tion of which moat of them art ignorant. To 
amputate a, leg. to apply a roller, jmd to 
perform the minor operations, sre too car- 
penter-like for the scientific surgeon, who 
seldom takes up a knife now-a-days, but when 
about to tie an aorta, or to perform some such 
desperate deed* 1 would ask what' surgeon 
of the present day in London is there whose 
fame will out-1 ive him as many weeks as that 
of such men as Cheselden, Pott, Hunter, &c. 
has outlived them years ' 1 

I studied in the day when the cure of an 
ulcer of the leg was thought mainly to de- 
pend upon the skilful application of a roller ; 
but I am informed by a late apprentice, who 
lias recently returned to this part of the 
country, having finished his medical educa- 
tion (as it is called) at Bartholomew’s Hos- 
pital, that a surgeon in Londou never de- 
grades himself by applying an outward re- 
medy, that being left to the patient ora 
nurse ; bgt that he prescribes a blue pill 
every night, and a black do*e occasionally 
in the morning, which does the whole busi- 
ness. Upon inquiry, I found that this young 
man, although he had acquired little more 
(except of anatomy) than he ought to have 
been, in possession of before the expiration 
of his apprenticeship, had not performed 
one operation beyond that of bleeding, 
tooth-drawing, opening an abscess, or mak- 
ing a seton or an issue. 

Is this th* tray, Mr. Editor, to advance 
the art of surgery 1 Or is the number of 
certificates and diplomas which a ypung 
man brings with him from the centre of me- 
dical knowledge, to be considered as a suffi- 
cient warranty of being capable of meet- 
ing witl^'dueeffqct the serious eases which 
he may be early caHed upon to treat, the 
whole responsibility of which, in the country 
generally falls upon himself 1 ’ 

The country is - the school for a general 
prsetitiouer; he. has no meins of slmkine 


LITHOTRXXY. / 

1 To the Editor s/'Thb Lancet. 

Sir, — I beg to transmit for insertion in 
your popular Journal, some additional cases 
of stone, treated by Baron Heurteloup ac- 
cording to the . litbon critic system. I for- 
ward them immediately on, their, receipt, : 
from his present translator, Mr. Biggs. 

I am. Sir, your most obedient servant, 

D, O. Edwards* : 

Westminster Hospital, Feb. 8, 1831. 

VIVE CASES OF STONE 

TREATED BT 

baron heurteloup. ; 

o First Casc.~ Mr.Goldsmitb, solicitor, about 
30 years of age, residing at Watford, was pre- . 
sented to me by Mr.Bransby Cooper, who, 
having sounded the patient and discovered • 
a stone, advised him to have recourse to 
lithotrity, which mode of treatment Mr. . 
Cooper thought advantageous, on account of . 
the . age of the patient, his good constitu- 
tion, and the favourable state of his bladder* . 

T he “ perce-pierre ” seemed most suitably 


off the responsibility which a practitioner in 
London, has, Vvho is too much in th* liabit of 
relieving himself from the exercise of his 
own judgment by calling in the aid ©fan 
hospital physician- or surgeon ; • thus 4 be- 
getting an indolence of mind, incompatible 
with a zealous disposition towards the ad- 
vancement of his profession; 

Your spirited journal has already done 
much, and I trust will do still mote in 
weeding and laying out, to the best advan- 
tage, the garden of medical knowledge, 

I have tbte honour to be. Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 

A n Old Country Practitioner. 

Brighton, December, 1830-. 


No, 389, 
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adapted to this case on account, of the small 
size of the stones, two or three of which 
were immediately seized and comminuted ; 
but one of them, although laid hold of by the 
branch, eluded the grasp several times: as. 
soon as the perforator was put into action* 
this clearly denoted' a flat stone, and I re-’ 
solved tp destroy it with the '•/ brise-coque” 
with which instrument it was instantly, 
seized and crushed. J 

A circumstance worthy of notice in this 
ebse is, that Mr. Goldsmith, having some • 
business to transact which required his at- 
tendance, went to Watford between the 
second and’ third operation; while ho was 
absent, a 'fragment became enlarged in the 
urethra, and harassed the patient consider- 
aW / * he returned to Loudon immediately, ‘ 
and I pushed the’ fragment hack into the 
bladder, employing means so as not to lace- 
rate the passage y when he had obtained re- 
lief from the removal of this fragment, ths 
operation was continued, and the portion , 
which remained was extracted, ( 

The shape of the flat calculus deserves *c- 
tention : it consisted of two small stones, 
each of whicli resembled a large lentil ; they* 
were joined together by their edges, so that, 
although separately they did not exceed six 
lines in diameter, together they formed an 
elongated, smooth, flat stone, which the 
9€ perce-pierre” found great difficulty in 
seizing, and could not maintain with suffi- 
cient firmness to allow the perforator to act 
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upon it. The patient passed a fragment where he was operated on> end walked back 
which corresponded to the part where these again without incoo yen ience. 
two calculi were united. Mr. Brodie was present at the operations 

Mr. Goldsmith was operated on in the performed on the worthy baronet* 
presence of Messrs, Brans by Cooper, White, t — — — 

Warren, Biggs, &c. Third Case.— Mr. Archer, 52 years of 

■ ■'■■■ ■ age, residing a little out of town, feeling the 

Second Case.— A baronet, 63 years of age, inconveniences resulting from stone in the 
after having observed for more than a year bladder, consulted Mr. HeeliSi who sounded 
the symptoms which denote the existence of him, and thought he discovered a calculus, 
a. calculus in the bladder, consulted Mr. but he felt it so indistinctly, that he could 
Brodie, who sounded him, and discovered not affirm positively that there was one. In 
a stone ; this gentleman, considering this this state of uncertainty, Mr. Heelis was 
a fit ease for lithotrity, did me the honour to kind enough to apply to me ; I found Mr. 
call me into consultation, and plaoed Sir Archer in the enjoyment, of pretty good 
*««*•** m y health, but the urine was rather thick, and 

By means of the sound, a spherical stone, deposited at times a little catarrh. I sound- 
of about ten lines in diameter, hard, smooth, ed the patient carefully, and experienced the 
and easily displaced, was discovered. Judg- same difficulty in feeling the stone as Mr. 
ing that it was composed of uric acid in Heelis ; in the same manner as that gentle- 
concentric layers, and of a friable nature, man, I had a faint sensation of having 
from the sound produced when it came in touched a stone, but so imperfect, that I 
contact with the instrument, I thought the could not affirm that a calculus existed. The 
perce-pierre *' might be employed with bladder was irregular^ covered with cells, 
advantage. In three applications of this and during its contractions it was intersect- 
instrument, the calculus was reduced iqto ed by fleshy columns, between which the 
powder or fragments, sufficiently small to be stone could lie bid, and he secure from any 
voided by the urethra, and the patient was contact with the sound. Taking into consi- 
restored to health. deration, however, the symptoms of stone. 

The case of Sir ******* is simple ; the which were well characterised, and $he sen- 
atone was a spherical uric-acid calculus* the sations which had been felt, however im- 
two most favourable conditions for allowing perfectly, and being at the same time fully 
the patient to be speedily relieved; its persuaded that the introduction of an instru- 
spherical shape facilitates its seizure by the ment could not be productive of the slight- 
** perce-pierre,” and its chemical composi- est inconvenience, I resolved to operate on 
tion renders its destruction easy by means Mr. Archer ; for it was evident, that if 
of the drill. This operation was, however, a stone did exist> it must be small, and 
attended with difficulty, on account of the would be immediately seized and commi- 
violent contraction of the bladder. nuted ; by examining the bladder with an 

I must here make mention of a circiim- instrument, I should also be taking prompt 
stance of some importance, which proves measures to relieve the patient, at tbn&ame 
how little inconvenience patients some- time that I was obtaining exact know- 
times feel from the operation of lithotrity. ledge of his complaint. I put the plan 
Sir ****** was liberated from the stone into execution, and employed a “ perce- 
withouthis family being aware that he was pierre ” with only one claw, on account of 
treated for so serious a malady, and even inequalities of the bladder ; notwithstanding 
now they are ignorant of the fact, for the these inequalities, the varicose and fungous 
patient, notwithstanding the pain and unea- state of the cervix, apd a high degree of 
siness he must occasionally have felt in the contraction, a small round uric-acid stone 
course of the disease, never communicated was seized and reduced to powder, 
its nature to them. After every opera- This case is interesting for various reac- 
tion be returned home on foot in the same sons ; it proves that a calculus cannot 
manner as he came, and presided at his table always be detected by means of ceth?teriam, 
in the midst of his friends. I mention this apd that an instrument of lithotrity, when it 
circumstance as being curious and novel, is well handled, is not only better adapted 
This is not, however, an exception to the than a sound to discover a calculus, but that 
generality of cases, for every patient in the a surgeon may, in some c^ses, convert, a 
came favourable condition as Sir ******, simple examination into an immediate ope<* 
and, under the same circumstances, will ration. 

suffer as little ; for the most part, they walk Mr. Archer’s case is also ourious, from 
to my house to undergo the operation, and his having had a bladder with avaricoao 
return home in the same manner directly neck, which swelled to such a, degree after 
after its termination ; Mr. Wattie, my first the introduction of the instrument, that.it 
patient, 64 years of age, came three times presented an almost insurmountable obata- 
©n foot from Chelsea to Parliament Street, cle to the expulsion of the urine j for four 
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at fire days the patient could not piss a drop 
of urine without the assistance of a catheter, 
which it was found necessary to introduce 
seeeral times e day to empty the bladder. It 
had the two-fold advantage of bringing out 
the urine, and enabling the patient to expel 
his fragments immediately, and without the 
least difficulty. In the course 6f a few days 
he was able to make water in a full stream, 
hut for a fortnight after continued to pass a 
little glairy mucus. 

I operated ou Mr. Archer in the pretence 
of Mr . Heelifl, my pnpil Mr. Biggs, See. 

Fourth Court * — Captain Armstrong, from 
Bangher, Ireland, sixty-four years of age, 
after having suffered for about two years and 
a half, consulted Mr. Crampton, who having 
discovered a atone, was kind enough to give 
him the same advice as he had given to 
Mr. Rodgers and Major Moore, to come up 
to London, and put himself under my care. 

The captain immediately proceeded to 
London ; 1 sounded him, and detected a 
large, smooth, oval atone, which could be 
easily displaced, but did not roll ; the blad- 
der was capacious, but contractile ; the 
urethra wae large, and the patient’s health 
was pretty good, with the exception that he 
ate with little or no appetite. 

Two days after the examination, Captain 
Armstrong appeared to be in a favourable 
condition for undergoing the operation ; the 
“ troia branches a virgule, ” which is suit- 
ably adapted for breaking down oval stones, 
was employed. 

In the first sitting, the <( virgule " acted 
twice on the stone, and produced much de- 
tritus; and I discovered that there were 
two ealculi in the patient’s bladder; for 
whilst one was held fast between the 
branches, another was distinctly felt. 

The seoond operation was performed with 
the same instrument ; the oval stone which 
had been before attacked, was again seized ; 
and the “ virgule,” acting upon the very 
centre, reduced it into fragments, some of 
which were immediately secured and com- 
minuted. 

At the third operation, the " troia branches 
a virgule ” was again employed, in order to 
destroy the stone which still remained en- 
tire ; in trying to accomplish this, several 
fragments were seised and pulverised ; but 
when I griaped the entire calculus, the more 
special object of my operations, it escaped 
from the branches as soon as the rill which 
contains the ( ‘ virgule” was rotated ; this 
circumstance led us to conclude that the 
atone was too fiat to be comminuted by the 
tbree-braaehed instruments ; and we were 
the more confirmed in our opinion, from 
the patient having passed a fragment de- 
tached from the edge of the stone in one 
of the imperfect attacks of the feme* ope- 


ration. This fragment evident]/ correspond- 
ed to a fiat calculus, which required the 
action of the “ brise-coque” to be destroy- 
ed ; with this instrument, in three applica- 
tions of four minutes each, a calculus, which 
had been refractory to the action of all the 
other instruments, was reduced to fragments 
and powder. 

After the second operation with the 
“ brise-coque,” I waited a few days to see 
if Mr. Armstrong would feel any sensations 
indicative of the existence of a fragment in 
the bladder, observing that the stream of 
water was not so regular as it should be. I 
examined the patient with a “ perce-pierre,” 
which had but one claw ; a small fragment 
was apprehended and crushed; from this 
time the patient made rapid progress to- 
wards his recovery, and soon after returned 
to Dublin. 

The quantity of stone in the patient's 
bladder, and the rapidity with Which he 
was relieved of it, render this case interest- 
ing; it shows the comparative advantage 
of two different instruments, the “ brise- 
coque" and the “ trots branches a virgule ;** 
the latter of which was found to he applica- 
ble in the case of an oval stone, but proved 
to be very unfavourable when used in rela- 
tion to a flat one. 

Mr, Armstrong resided, during his stay 
in London, at No. 16, Chapel Place, Oxford 
Street, and was operated on at my house, in 
the presence of Sir Astley Cooper, Messrs. 
White, Key, Prober t, Copland Hutchison, 
Bransby Cooper, Sayer, &c. 

Fifth Cast . — Mr. Spencer, sixty-one years 
of age, after suffering upwards of three years, 
consulted Mr. White, who recommended 
him to apply to me, and wished me to un- 
dertake the case, although the unfavourable 
state of the patient raised some doubts in 
his mind as to the success of lithotrity. 

In fact, Mr. Spencer, notwithstanding a 
pretty good state of health, presented a com- 
plication of evils, which rendered his reco- 
very uncertain. Besides two imguinal her# 
ni® and a hydrocele, his bladder created 
many serious and additional obstacles. For 
a long time he had laboured under consider- 
able hematuria ; his bladder, which was 
badly conformed and overrun with partitions, 
was lined with a soft spongy membrane, 
which bled at the mere contact of a sound, 
his prostate was large ; his urine deposited a 
large quantity of muco- purulent catarrh, and 
was often bloody ; he could not make water 
without experiencing great pain, and the 
stream was small and without force, which 
led me to conclude that he would not pass 
his fragments. Notwithstanding all these 
difficulties, 1 thought that lithotrity might 
be applied with advantage, for although 
ttoetoAM wore numerous they were small. 
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and I was the more readily led to this con- 
clusion from a perfect persuasion that such 
an accumulation of unfavourable circum- 
stances must necessarily render the success 
of lithotomy still less doubtful. 

I therefore consented to operate on Mr. 
Spencer, and employed a “ perce-pierre ” 
with only one hook on account of the irregu- 
larities of the "bladder. After several appli- 
cations of this instrument we had the satis- 
faction, not only to relieve the patient of all 
the stones which his bladder contained, but 
to see the urine become clear, and retained 
in larger quantities; the desire to make 
water was less frequently felt, and was 
accompanied with little or no pain ; the in- 
ternal membrane was even and firm, and 
did not bleed at the introduction of a sound ; 
the hematuria ceased entirely, and, in a 
word, there was a cessation of all the bad 
Symptoms which had before existed. 

The stream of water, though considerably 
better, is not, even now, quite as it should 
be ; this depends on the enlargement of the 
prostate gland. 

^Vfr. Spencer’s case is remarkable for the 
happy change effected in hiB urinary organs, 
which were in a deplorable state before 
the operation ; and, on account of the nu- 
merous difficulties which attended the man- 
oeuvres during the operation ; for, before 
the instruments could be applied, it was ne- 
cessary to open the hydrocele,; during their 
application we were obliged to compress 
the hernia ; the calculi concealed themselves 
in the lateral pouches which existed in the 
patient’s bladder ; it was, therefore, neces- 
sary to find them out and place them with a 
sound on a smooth surface, before I could 
attempt to grasp them with the instruments; 
the bladder being lined with a soft, fungous 
membrane, it was very difficult to seize the 
stones, and more especially the fragments, 
without coming into close contact with this 
membrane, in the folds of which the frag- 
ments were entangled; finally, since the 
urine was not expelled with sufficient force 
to bring out the particles of stone, it was 
necessary to relieve the bladder of them me- 
chanically by means of a large sound. 
Lithotrity, however, surmounted all these 
obstacles, and has proved successful in re- 
storing to a favourable state of health a pa- 
tient on whom lithotomy could not have been 
practised without the greatest risk of its 
proving fatal. 

Mr. 3pencer is now in the enjoyment of 
good health, and his bladder continues in the 
same favourable condition, with the excep- 
tion that now and then there is a gravelly 
formation of phosphate of lime, which is for 
the most part expelled, but if it be too large 
to pass through the urethra I immediately 
comminute i t. This tendency to form gravel 
will very probably cease ia a short time, 


either, as I before remarked, from a change 
in the constitution of the patient, or else by 
means of suitable draughts and injections. 

I operated on Mr. Spencer in presence of 
Messrs. White, Gillet,my pupil Mr. Biggs, 
See. 


cases op] 

CALCULUS IN THE BLADDER, 

IN WHICH LITHOTOMY WAS PERFORMED. 

By George Morris, Esq ., of Rochdale , 
M R. C.S. , London . 

On th© 27th of September, 1830, I was 
consulted by Thomas Lowe, aetat. 76, collier, 
of Crankey-Shaw in this place, on account 
of suffering from stone in the bladder. He 
stated that he had been troubled with the 
complaiot for many years. On inquiry, I 
ascertained he was labouring under violent 
irritation and pain in the bladder, which 
caused him to void his urine and faeces in- 
voluntarily ; these attacks generally lasted 
from five* days to a week, and came on at 
intervals of about the same time. On ex- 
amination per rectum, I found the left lobe 
of the prostate gland very much enlarged. 
Four years , ago he was admitted an in- 
patient of the Manchester Infirmary, where 
he remained some time ; he was sounded by 
the surgeons of that institution, who candidly 
told him (to use the old man’s own words) 
that if was cut he would die ; on account of 
which, they advised him to return home and 
bear his sufferings with patience. I cannot 
imagine for what reason they refused to 
operate, unless it was from his advanced age 
and enlarged state of the prostate ; but I 
have no doubt the gland was perfectly 
healthy, and merely enlarged from the long- 
continued irritation kept up by the foreign 
body. On the 29th of September I sounded 
him in conjunction with my friend and late 
master Mr. A. Wood, surgeon, of Rochdale 
(whose kindness and liberality on occa- 
sions I am proud to acknowledge), and Mr. 
E. Grundy, surgeon, of Bury. We were all 
perfectly convinced of the presence of the 
stone, and I proposed to operate on him the 
ensuing 5th of October. To this he readily 
consented, and he said he had rather die than 
continue to live in such misery. In conse- 
quence of a violent degree of irritation taking 
place on the day after he was sounded the 
operation was postponed, and I ordered him 
the following mixture Shdoe cmrh., 

5iij ; ext. hyoscyam., 3i ; aq . month ., f. jj ; 
mist . et camph. f. ^ii. Mi Of which he 
took two large table-spoonsfbl every four 
hours for the first day, and afterwards three 
times a day ; ^this treatment completely re- 
moved bis urgent symptoms. It is worthy 
of remark, that during these violent pa- 
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roxysms hit pulse was never more than 
73 in a minute, and bis digestion was al- 
most completely suspended ; for after taking 
food, the stomach became distended with 
flatus, and ouly by ejecting the contents was 
be able to obtain relief. On the 9th of 
October I performed tbe lateral operation in 
the presence of Mr. A. Wood, Messrs. 1 
Rayner and Grundy, Surgeons, of Bury, 
and Mr. Bott, surgeon, of Ringley. The 
instruments used were, tbe straight staff, 
large-sized scalpel, and common stone for- 
ceps. Tbe stone weighed 7 drachms ; the 
surface was very rough, and of a dark-brown 
colour. On tbe 16th the wound was so far 
healed, that be voided bis urine per urethram, 
on which day 1 allowed him to leave his 
bed. On tbe 22d 1 discontinued my attend- 
ance, be having perfectly recovered without 
any untoward symptoms ; he has since re- 
mained quite well, with the exception of 
slight palsy of the superior extremities, 
with which be has been troubled for many 
years. Prom the difficulty I experienced in 
making tbe point of tbe scalpel slide in the 
groove of the staff, I had a knife made very 
similar to the one invented by the late Mr. 
Thomas Blizard, with this exception, that 
tbe extremity of tbe blade was merely round- 
ed off, instead of being probe-pointed ; this 
instrument I used on the 3rd of January, in 
tbe case of A. Tempest, of Rochdale, a boy 
ten years of age; from the facility with 
which it alided in tbe groove of tbe staff, 1 
should strongly recommend a trial of it to 
surgeons in tbe habit of operating for stone. 
In twenty-three hours subsequent to the 
operation, the urine passed per urethram ; on 
the 6th be left bia bed ; on the 17 tli, a fort- 
night after tbe operation, he had completely 
recovered. .The stone in this case weighed 
3iijss, and was similar in appearance to the 
former. Neither of these stones has been 
submitted to analysis, consequently 1 cannot 
speak as to tbe chemical composition. This 
I deem a matter of little moment. On this 
occasion my friends Messrs. A. Wood, 
Raynsr, Grundy, and Mr. T. Wood, sur- 
geon, of Halifax, kindly assisted me. My 
object in publishing the former of these 
cases, is to show that neither advanced age 
nor enlarged state of the prostate is a real 
objection to the performance of the opera- 
tion, provided the constitution be otherwise 
healthy. 

Rochdale, Jan. 22, 1831. 


Leprosy.— D r. R. J. Thornton has for- 
warded iff us an account of a case of leprosy, 
from which it appears “ the vital air was 
successful in effecting a cure, after the pa- 
tient bad been dismissed as incurable from 
some dozen or two of hospitals. The patient 
it is alleged at one time “ skinued” to the 
amount of many pounds daily. 


THE LANCET. 

London , Saturday , February 12 , 1831 * 

Tub subject of medioal jurisprudence, 
within the last eight or ten years, has, in a 
variety of forms, been almost constantly en- 
gaging tbe attention of the profession. 16 
was introduced as a new branch of science ; 
arguments to prove its “ vast and dignified 
utility'* have been displayed upon the pages 
of numberless volumes, from the ponderous 
quarto down to the unpretending duode- 
cimo, aud a knowledge of it has been re- 
garded by many as tbe acme of professional 
attainment. It was to convert the medioal 
practitioner into a new character, and to 
place him before society as one of tbe most 
exalted of human beings ; and to make him 
the monitor of the judge, tbe instructor of 
tbe jury, and • demoostrstor to tbe counsel. 
But to what does all this bombastic phra- 
seology amount 1 Fudge; mere fudge! 
“ Medical jurisprudence," as it is termed, 
is not in itself a science, neither has it 
added to tbe stores of our knowledge one 
single fact ; nor, considered in the abstract, 
does it require the possession, on the part 
of tbe medical practitioner, of one particle 
of information of which it would be unne- 
cessary for him to be possessed, were there 
no such institution in existence as that 
which is denominated “ forensic medicine." 
State medicine demands, in certain cases of 
death, in cases of suspected violence to fe- 
males, accidents, and injuries arising from 
personal conflicts, that a practitioner should 
communicate in clear, distinct, and intelli- 
gible language, before a coroner and jury, 
or before a judge of assize and his jury, his 
knowledge of those circumstances of which 
he may be cognisant, connected with the 
oase; — that he should be well acquainted 
with the anatomy, physiology, and patho- 
logy, of those parts of the body to which 
his attention may have been more particu- 
larly directed by the retd or imaginary in* 
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jury that he should be intimate with the 
effects produced by poisons, the most ap- 
proved agents for counteracting those effects, 
and the most successful methods adopted 
for the detection 6f poisons, Now we ask, 
what species of knowledge is called for 
here, which is not demanded from the phy- 
sician and surgeon in their every-day oourse 
of practice ? Not, indeed, that the variety 
of information here contemplated will be 
always in actual requisition ; hut it is abso- 
lutely necessary to the welfare of patients, 
that their medical attendants should be 
armed, and fully too, by this species of 
knowledge. If it could be proved that an 
acquaintance with anatomy, and all the col- 
lateral branches of medical science,— in- 
cluding chemistry, of course, as one of the 
most important— he not necessary to the full 
discharge of the duties of physician and 
surgeon, then we would admit, without de- 
mur, that u medical jurisprudence,” as it 
k tensed, embraces many subjects which 
ought to be deeply and attentively treasured 
in the mind of the student of medicine. It 
should always be remembered that a medi- 
cal witness is required only to testify con- 
cerning those facts or circumstances, of 
Which he ought to possess an accurate, if 
not a profound knowledge, as a medical 
practitioner ; and it were strange, indeed, if 
he had not common sense and good taste 
enough to teach him the propriety of offer- ] 
ing nothing more than straight-forward 
answers to simple questions ; for, of course, 
he must be conscious that he cannot be re- 
quired by his oath as a witness, to reply to 
a question which be does not understand, 
otherwise than by an admission to that pur- 
port. In a word, we may safely hazard thus 
much : that if a medical practitioner be in 
every respect well qualified to discharge the 
obligations imposed upon him by his profes- 
sional duties, he would not Bink beneath the 
interrogatories of counsel in a witness-box. 
Knowledge gives confidence, unless it be 
thu knowledge of guilt ; and when people 


fail as witnesses, it is either in consequence 
of their ignorance, or from'their being con- 
science-stricken. Much stress is laid upon 
timidity— upon the effects of fear in its 
operation on the mind. This fear it in itself 
the result of a sense of incompetency ; for 
if an individual felt well assured that he 
should he required to discharge no other 
duty than one which be knew he was fully 
adequate to perform, there would be little 
or no dread of consequences. An experi- 
enced practical surgeon, for example, would 
give evidence concerning a fracture of the 
leg with great clearness and precision ; and 
there is no alteration observable in his 
manner, or in his countenance, when he is 
at last subjected Co a raking cross-examina- 
tion. His self-possession leaves him hot ; 
the subject is familiar to his understanding : 
he is accurately acquainted with the nature 
of the injury, its effects upon the consti- 
tution, and the anatomy of the park in 
which it occurred; therefore he speaks 
without hesitation or dismay. But, change 
the subject ; interrogate him upon the action 
of medicine on the internal parts of the 
body, question him on points in pharma* 
ceutical chemistry, and he is no longer thd 
same man. Confidence has vanished, and 
intelligent replies are at an end. 

What branch of knowledge, then. Is 
taught by the lecturer on medical jurispru- 
dence, which [is not taught by lecturers out 
anatomy, physiology, pathology, surgery, 
the practice of medicine, materia medics, 
and chemistry ? Not one, if we except that 
which is called the “ law of evidence,” and 
with which a medical practitioner or a me- 
dical witness can legitimately have no more 
concern than with the decrees of the greet 
Chinp-Chong. 

Our attention has been particularly di- 
rected to these subjects, by reading the 
published reports of a couple of introduc- 
tory lectures, recently delivered by a brace 
of professors in the University of London, 
and (heaven help us!) if these perioim- 
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•tides ate fo be takes aa specimens of the 
instructive powers of the teachers, medical 
men who stand in need of snob inane twad- 
dle for their information and guidance, «re 
in a nine predicament. The ehair of juris* 
prudence in the above institution, is now to 
be occupied conjointly by Mr. Amos, t bar* 
rister, and Dr. A. T. Thomson, a physician. 
Thus the physician acknowledges that he is 
not possessed of the requisite modicum of 
law to instruct the pupil in the * law of evi- 
dence and the barrister acknowledges (in 
which admission he is, in troth, well jostl* 
fled) that he is guiltless of any acquaintance 
with the principles and practice of medicine. 
Thus gifted, the two professors hare set 
off upon their “ course,** and “ sure such 
a pair were nerer seen.* 9 The barrister 
sets out by inquiring, '* what questions a 
medical witness may refuse to answer,*’ and 
then generoosly condescends to instruct 
young gentlemen jost oat of their swad- 
dling clothes (for certainly the pupils ' of die 
London University could require no such 
information), that * a man is not bound, 
under the obligation of an oath, to criminate 
bimaelf,** a fact, wo think, pretty wfH un- 
derstood by any labourer residing between 
Land’s End and John o* Ghost’s. The 
mind disburdened of this stupendous fact, 
Mr. Amos passes to the consideration of 
professional secrets ; hut m the printed re- 
port before as* which, for aught we know, 
may he a garbled and inaccurate affair, it 
is not stated whether a medical witness may 
refuse to communicate secrets confidentially 
imparted daring professional intercourse. 
This is an important omission. We know 
not whether the lecture, as delivered ex 
cathedra , were equally defective ; but we 
apprehend not, as there is a reference to 
the trial of the Duchess of Kingston. In 
order to fill up the hiatus thus left, we may 
state, for the benefit of a few*of the medical 
profession (and we are of opinion that there 
are not many of the members of that body 
Who stand in need of such information), and 


for the benefit of • very Ittfe number Of tbtf 
members of the legal profession, that not 
only on the trid of the Dotbcm of 
stow, but long enough previously to that 
event, bad it been determined, and wisely 
too, that the oath was imperative, and that 
mediod men were hot at liberty to Withhold 
evidence, however confidentially they might 
have become possessed of a knowledge of 
the circumstances. In this respect there Ut 
a distinction drawn between (be rule of 
conduct to be observed, at regards the festN 
mony of a mediod, and that of a legal, ad* 
viser. The latter not befog bound to reveal 
the secrets of his client ; while the Oblige* 
tion upon the former it peremptory, at fo tbsi 
disclosure ef the secrets of hit patient. Thfo 
is a distinction, in our opinion, more nice 
than wise, and it attended with no praotfoal 
benefit, except to lawyers and fogtrtS. If id 
be the object Of just law to obtain punish-* 
meet for crime, why does It plant a gag? 
upon the mouths of the most competent 
witnesses 1 If the criminal have vohrtttarily' 
i confessed his crime to the attorney, fhM 
must the evidence of (be attorney be tiro* 
next best to that of the culprit himself* 
" Oh ?” it will ha replied, " a matt ecfcd rf 
not properly instruct hfs lawyer, if tie dtm* 
fidentid adviser were compelled to reveal 
all that bad been stated under the operation 
of an oath.” True ; but If the men bad 
acted honestly, he would have nothing to/ 
dread from disclosure ; and if hewdre resfly' 
a criminal, it surety Will not be contended 
that he ought, through the fostnhnett tali ty‘ 
of secret confessions, lying, shafting, and 
perjury, to obtain a Verdict in his fhvotfr,— * 
the reward due alone to innocence and fitif 
dealing. The practice of ottrkw in tfltg 
respect is revolting to every dictate of hu* 
inanity and good sense. A wretch commits 
murder, and by fully confessing the crime 
to an attorney, and two or three other hired 
pleaders, he is enabled to ooncoct a defence 
by which his escape from justice fo effected* 
Further ; a murderer, on entering the dock 
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will sometimes openly confess bis crime — 
that be bas offended equally against the 
lews of God, and the institutions of his 
country, when the humane law -judge im- 
mediately interposes, by desiring that the 
poor creature will not thus commit himself, 
urges him to withdraw his plea, and to plead 
'< not guilty,” thus putting a lie into the 
mouth of a wretch, only a few hours before 
that same judge sentences him to hanged. 
Can there be better evidence of guilt than a 
qxan’s own confession, especially when com- 
municated to the judge and jury without the 
intervention of a second or third person? 
Obviously not ; and if the blockhead were 
to confess without being guilty, hanging 
would be almost too lenient a punishment 
fipr his folly. 

Mr. Amos, like the rest of his profession, 
touches this part of the subject with a ten- 
der and delicate hand; he is not unmindful 
of the interests of his craft. As a barrister, 
he knows full well that, if the confidential 
communications of clients were not held to 
be inviolate by the court, the 'gentlemen of 
the law would lose about three-fifths of 
their present enormous emoluments, and if 
this horrid system of screening scoundrels 
from punishment were not abundantly pro- 
fitable to gentlemen of Mr. Amos's profes- 
sion , why is it that the members of that pro- 
fession, who alone are the authors of this 
decision, are the only individuals in the 
country in whose favour this reservation is 
made ? Mr. Amos seems to sneer at medi- 
cal men because they know so little of the 
* ( law of evidence.” He forgets, however, 
Ut the same time, that it is a subject upon 
which no two members of his own profession 
are agreed ; that it is one, the limits of 
which can never be defined ; for this simple 
reason, that the facts which must influence 
evidence are unknown, and consequently 
cannot be calculated ; and the quibbles ever- 
lastingly raised upon this point, are merely 
thrown up as barriers to obstruct the inves- 
tigation of truth. If a little too much testi- 


HIS ATTEMPT 

mony be admitted, whatsis the harm if the 
whole of it be not relevant evidence 1 For 
the judge still directs hia eye to the law, and 
the jury confine their attention to the facts, 
and ultimately nothing that is irrelerant^- 
in strict justice irrelevant— bears in the 
slightest degree upon the decision of the 
court. For instance, when Mr. Stanley 
was prosecuted in consequence of his having 
mistaken a piece of flint for a fragment of 
the patella, while that flint was situated at 
the distance of one inch from the entire 
patella, the evidence of seven or eight of the 
“ heads ” of the profession, could not con- 
vince the jury that this was “ sound chirur- 
gical.” The jury would not receive all 
that was so unblusbingly sworn to respect- 
ing- the skilful practice of the defendant, the 
vast superiority of hospital surgeons, and 
such-like stuff, as evidence to prove that to 
mistakea piece of fiintfor a portion of the en- 
tire patella, was proof of professional skill. 
Hence, although this irrelevant testimony 
was freely received , the jury did not hesitate 
to return their verdict for the plaintiff. As 
to the “ law of evidence,” therefore, medi- 
cal men need not trouble themselves much 
on the subject. Their own good sense must 
teaeh them to reply only to such questions 
as are propounded, and then always as briefly 
as maybe consistent with the elucidation 
of truth. If they feel a difficulty at any time, 
they may appeal to the judge, who will at 
once state whether the question be proper 
or not, and if there be any medical men 
standing in the predicament conjectured by 
Mr. Amos, i.e. who may be in daager of cri- 
minating themselves, for each persons we do 
not profess to entertain any friendly sym- 
pathy, and probably the sooner they expose 
their delinquency, the better will it be for 
the profession and the public. 

In noticing the evidence of Dr. Gban- 
ville given in the “ Gardiner peerage ” 
cause, Mr. Amos remarks, — “ It consumed 
a great portion of time, but in the end near- 
ly the whole of it was struck out. This 
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most have hid a very bad appearance in die 
eyes of bystanders* — and yet the fault will 
not on consideration be foond to lie in any 
defect of professional skill or common sense ; 
still less in amoral defect ; but in the miser- 
able state of darkness in the witness’s mind 
with regard to the rules of medical evidence.” 
This is altogether a very strange passage, 
and indicates pretty decisively that Dr. 
Granville’s is not the only mind in which 
there reigns “ a miserable state of darkness.” 
Cannot Mr. Amos perceive, through the mist 
of legal sophisms by which his intellect ap- 
pears to be encompassed, that the error was 
committed, not by the witness, but by the 
tribunal before whom that evidence was de- 
livered 1 The judges should have refused 
to hear Dr. Granvillb, if tbsy Considered 
that his was not legal evidence. The ques- 
tions, however, were not propounded by the 
witness, sod, in replying to interrogatories 
put -by Lord Eldon and other learned 
judges. Dr. Granville could have little 
reason to believe that he was taking a course 
which was contrary to law . Besides, we are 
not at all convinced that Mr. Amos is him- 
self right upon this mooted question of legal 
evidence in this case. It will be recollected 
by many of our readers thst, ia the “ Gardi- 
ner peerage” inquiry, the greet point to be 
determined was, whether pregnancy could 
be protracted beyond the usual period of I 
gestation, and upon this very important 
qpeetioa Mr. Amos objects to the “ hearsay 
evidence” of Dr. Granville— evidence 
which he had derived from the women after 
delivery, or at an advanced period of preg- 
nancy. “ Hearsay evidenoe ” in such a 
oase 1 Will Mr. Amos oblige the profession 
by stating how Dr. G ranville or any other 
oentleman could offer aught but “ hearsay 
evidence,” while attempting to solte such s 
problem 1 The learned barrister must know 
that all really valuable information relating 
to the precise period of gestation, must pro- 
ceed originally from the fair sex ; and that 
the channel of inquiry is too deep to be fa- 


thomed by our blunted powers of penetra- 
tion. To ns the phenomena are inexplicable; 
it is an inquiry, the full investigation of which 
is suited alone to the peculiar qualifications 
of women, who, however unpretending and 
humble day be their position in life, are 
wholly, and without reservation, complete 
mistresses of the subject. 

Here, then, we shall take our leave of 
Professor Amos, by assuring him that a 
deeper research will point out to him the 
important error into which he has fallen. 
The unkindness, too, of his conduct towards 
Dr. Granville is the more unjustifiable, 
as it must be confessed that, with all its 
blemishes, that portion of the Doctor's 
testimony derived from actual experience , 
was by far the most telling sod “ home ” 
that was offered to the assembled peers. 

In allusion to the evidence of medical wit- 
nesses relative to “dying declarations,” Mr. 
Amos remarks that, to make these declara- 
tions receivable as evidence, “ it is not ne- 
cessary that the deceased should have ex- 
pressed any apprehension of danger; for 
his consciousness of approaching death may 
be inferred from the nature of t(ie wound, 
or the state of illness, or other circumstances 
of the ease. This imposes upon the medi- 
cal man who has occasion to give evidence 
respecting a dying declaration, the neces- 
sity of giving a very clear account of what 
was the situation and degree of danger of 
the deceased at the time the declaration was 
made.” Now, how n man's consciousness 
of approaching death can be inferred from 
“ the nature of his wound, or the state of his 
illness,” we are utterly at a loss to imagine ; 
and Mr. Amos, upon this point, is directly 
at issue with the doctrine laid down in the 
excellent work on Medical Jurisprudence, 
by Paris and Fonblanqub, where it is 
said (Vol.I. p. 165), “The declarations of 
a dying man are evidence, when related by 
a third person on oath, though the party 
making them was not sworn, for the law pre- 
sumes that the solemnity of foe occasion 
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may dispense with the form, and that a 
man, trembling on the brink of eternity, 
will never risk salvation by falsehood. To 
give this weight to a declaration, it is ne- 
cessary, however, that the party should be- 
hot e himself to be dying.’ 9 Nothing can 
be more clear, therefore!, than that we meat 
have words , or mental signs of some descrip- 
tion or other, to furnish ns with the grounds 
for enabling us to testify upon oath, that the 
patient really believed himself to be in dan- 
ger, and that he should not recover. These 
dying declarations are often deemed of the 
highest importance in courts of lsw, and 
medical practitioners would do well never 
to omit taking notes of them as soon as it 
may be possribl* after they have been ut- 
tered. In eases ofpersoaal inj ury, the ends 
of pubUe justice often rest entirely upon 
What the injured party may have declared 
when he was in the momentary expectation 
of expiring. But they amount to nothing 
if the medical witness cannot distinctly 
swear that the patient was really conscious 
of his danger. On the trial at the Old 
Bailey session in Jnne 1821, of Mr. George 
Patmore for the murder of Mr. John Scott 
in a duel, the law on this point was thus 
laid down by Mr. Justice Bails*. The 
deceased bad been attended by Dr. Dab- 
lino, who, therefore, was summoned to 
give evidence:— 

u Dr. Darling had heard Mr. Scott on 
his death-bed say, — 

“ Mr. Justice Bailey . Did Mr. Scott at 
that time think himself in danger 1 Did he 
give up all hopes of recovery 1 

u Dr. Darling . No. To the last he en- 
tertained hopes of recovery. 

“ Mr. Justice Bailey. The declaration 
made by a dying man cannot be received as 
evidence, unless the party, at the time oi 
making it, were satisfied that recovery was 
impossible.'* 

Mr. Justice Bailey, therefore, goes fai 
beyond Mr. Amos, who thinks that it is not 
necessary that the deceased should have 
<f expressed airiy apprehension of danger.” 


Indeed it were truly absurd, if the opinion 
laid down by Mr. Anns were correct i for it 
is the apprehended danger which, in thd 
eye of the law, renders unnecessary the 
obligation of an oath. At the last moment, 
without hope of life. It is not presumed that 
an individual would utter a wilful falsehood. 
We may, therefore, suggest to medical 
practitioners not only the propriety, hut the 
absolute necessity of ascertaining, by direct 
questions, the state of patients’ minds white 
they are giving utterance to what are called 
“ dying declarations.” They may be inter- 
rogated thus : — “ While making this state- 
ment, do you believe that you are in ex- 
treme danger 1 Have you no hope of reco- 
very r 

We shall here take our leave of Mr. 
Amos, and we must defer making our bow 
to his colleague until next week. 

One word on another subject before we 
close this article, lu the same page of the 
work of Paris and Fonbla^que whence 
we have extracted the decision of Mr. Jus- 
tice Bailey concerning “ dying declara- 
tions,” we find the opinion of this excel- 
lent judge respecting the responsibility 
incurred by medical practitioners in attend- 
ing professionally at duels. It was elicit- 
ed in the trial to which we have already re- 
ferred, and we think the part is of sufficient 1 
importance to be extracted, as it may possi- 
bly have the effect of protecting medical men 
from much obloquy and inconvenience. The' 
law on this important subject is not gene- 
rally known. 

“ Mr. Pettigrew , surgeon, Called. 

“ Mr. Justice Bailey . Mr. Pettigsarw, I' 
think it necessary to five you this cauftwa* 
If you think the evidence which you are 
about to give, likely to expose you to & 
criminal prosecution, you are not bound to 
give it. 

; “ Mr. Pettigrew . My Lord, I am not 
competent to form any optnietr of my legal 
guilt; I have not taken the' part of prine^pal' 
lor second. The part which I have taken 
iwas merely to exercise, my professional 
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* Mr* JmHm Bailey* If yon went/ 
knowing that a dnel was to take place, 
fo the purpose of giving’ surgical assist- 
ant, I apprehend that you are liable to 
a criminal vaoasovTioN. 1 recollect hav- 
ing seen a surgeon of eminence tried in this 
court on a similar occasion.” 

If such be the stem decree of the law, it 
is only right that it should be made known 
to the profession. Fortified by a knowledge 
of this fact, surgeons will probably feel 
more interested in preserving their own 
neck ' from dislocation than in rendering 
assistance to individuals who but too fre- 
quently hazard tbeir own lives for the grati- 
fication of a blood-thirsty, guilty, indefensi- 
ble, revenge. 


A notice of the first sessional meeting 
fbr 1831, at the College of Physicians, will 
be found at page 670. It was characterised 
by rather mors than the usual portion of 
Court humbug, finesse, and intrigue. The 
Loan Chancellor, it will be seen, was 
one of the visitors. Was the invitation a 
mark of respect paid by the President to 
the splendid, to the exalted talents of Lord 
Brougham! We answer. No. Because 
when they ornamented the mind of the 
“ Opposition ** Mister Brouoham, that 
learned and excellent gentleman never, we 
believe, received any such mark of common 
courtesy. But the once Opposition Mr. 
Brougham is now Lord Chancellor of 
England, sod Sir Henry Halford is a 
thorough-going, eel-backed, deep courtier ; 
and this explaiai the apparent mystery. 
The all-penetrating eye of the Chancellor 
must have piereed the courtly veil of hy- 
pocrisy, and it is only to be regretted that 
the Lord did not that exhibit contempt for 
his sickening adulatQr, which must have 
been so keenly, so bitingly felt by the 

MAN. 


NAVAL SURGEONS AND THE 
LEVEES. 

HUNTERIAN ORATION. 

“ Naval Surgeons.— The surgeons of 
his Majesty’s navy have received an official 
circular from, the Admiralty, requiring them 
to state the length of their services as assist- 
ants and as surgeons, both afloat and ashore, 
distinguishing the different periods and em- 
ployments, that the Admiralty may be cor- 
rectly informed as to the amount of their 
actual services, They are also to state 
their age, if fit for active service, and whe- 
ther desirous of employment or not ; and, 
moreover, they are to be particular in com- 
municating to the Admiralty whether or 
not they are in private practioe on shore* 
It would appear, from this strict inquiry, 
that some regulation is contemplated to Re- 
strain officers who enjoy half-pay as sur- 
geons in the navy from practising on. shore, 
unless they may be considered to htve earn- 
ed their privilege by long employment im 
active service. In all probability thoaeme- 
dical officers who have . not been employed 
a certain number of yeara in both capacities, 
as assistants and surgeons, will be appointed 
to sea-going ships, and, being fit for duty, 
will be required to save, or resign their 
half-pay.” 

The above notice was taken from a morn- 
ing paper ; we scarcely know what to makb 
of it.— Ed. L. 

A memorial has been submitted to the 
Lords of the Admiralty on the subject of 
the late insult. The memorial, which has 
been very numerously signed, ns well by 
medical officers in the service, as by mem- 
bers of the profession unconnected with 
it, prays that the order of which they com* 
plain may be withdrawn, as far as regards 
surgeons of his Majesty’s navy. No answer 
has as yet been received to the memorial ; 
bnt it is intended, in the event of its want of 
success, to call a general meeting of the pro- 
fession, to consider the propriety of address- 
ing his Majesty on the matter.” 

In our opinion the matter should be taken 
into consideration on Monday nbxt, at the 
College of Surgeons, when the members 
will meet to hear the Hunterian Oration. 
The theatre belongs to the members, and 
surely they could not employ it for a better 
purpose than in making an attempt to rescue 
from insult a most important branch of the 
profession. W e hope to be enabled to attend. 
— Ed, I* 
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CEREBRAL DISEASES. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Saturday , January £8tA,1831. 

Dr. Granville in the Chair. 

DIAGNOSIS IN CEREBRAL DISEASES. 

The following is a brief abstract of Mr. 
Quain’s able observations on the symptoms 
peculiar to various cerebral affections : — 

He commenced by observing, that accord- 
ing to the expressed opinions of the leading 
authorities on this subject, it was altogether 
impossible to distinguish by symptoms be- 
tween the various morbid actions to which 
the cerebral system was liable, especially 
that it was impossible to discriminate dur- 
ing life between meningitis Or arachnitis, 
and the inflammation, or other organic de- 
rangements, of the cerebral substance. Such 
is the opinion distinctly expressed by Aber- 
crombie and Georget, at which he, Mr. 
Quain, felt not a little surprised, since in 
the work of the first of these authorities, 
numerous cases are to be found altogether 
subversive of such an assertion. He was, 
indeed, prepared to show, that there were 
certain symptoms most distinctly character- 
istic of each of these peculiar conditions,' 
and by which their diagnosis might be cer- 
tainly determined. He, moreover, did not 
consider this subject one of mere matter 
of refinement or scientific nicety, but also as 
likely to become of much practical import- 
ance, and conducive to the discrimination 
of various other diseases, besides those 
which originate in the cerebral system alone. 
Mr. Quain then proceeded to say, that in 
order to ascertain clearly the nature of the 
question now under investigation, it would 
be necessary to inquire in the first place, 
whether there existed such a condition . of 
disease as pure and un mixed cerebri tis, or 
inflammation of the substance of the brain ; 
secondly, whether there had been noticed 
any cases of pure unmixed meningitis, or 
inflammation of the investing membranes ; 
thirdly, were there any well-marked in- 
stances of mixed affections, in which both 
tissues were concerned ; and lastly, were 
these several states characterized by any 
peculiar or pathognomic symptoms. To 
prove that the first condition existed, Mr. 
Quain related the particulars of the case of 
a gentleman who, after a trifling injury of 
the head, had, in the course of fifteen days, 
the symptoms which he, Mr. Quain, consi- 
dered peculiar to acute cerebritis, namely, 
touic muscular contractions, with loss of 
motive power; and on dissection, the cor- 
rectness of the diagnosis was established. 
In arachnitis, he thought that convulsions 
and delirium were the diagnostic symptoms, 
and he related a case which completely il- 


lustrated this position. He then narrated a 
third case, in which the mixed ©flection was 
exemplified, aud was characterised by the 
alternate, occurrence of tonic contractions of 
the muscles, delirium, and convulsive move- 
ments. The pathological details here also 
confirmed the diagnosis. 

Mr. Quain next alluded to the conflict- 
ing opinions respecting the “ ramollisse- 
raent” of the substance of the brain, depre- 
cating, in the first place, the nonsensical 
custom of assigning a foreign nomencla- 
ture to diseases which might he just as 
appropriately denominated in oommon En- 
glish terms. He adverted to the opinions 
of .Abercrombie, who originally taught, that 
** softening’* of the brain was the result of 
inflammation, but who has subsequently 
modified his opinions in consequence of the 
publication of M. Rostan, who attributes 
the change of structure to a process of de- 
bility, identical with the gangrama senilis, 
and, like it, usually dependent on calcareous 
deposition in the external 1 vessels. Now, 
he (Mr. Quain) was still inclined to Aber- 
crombie’s original opinion. Some persons 
derived an argument against the inflamma- 
tory origin of softening from the absence of 
redo ess, but it was sufficient to remark in 
reply to this, that in other white structures, 
in tlie cornea for example, ulcerations, or 
other consequences of inflammation, are seen 
without any redness being perceptible. 
Again; it should be recollected that M. 
Rostan was physician Xo an establishment 
provided for the relief of aged females alone., 
Mr. Quain further alluded to some patho- 
logical conditions of the brain and the ce- 
phalic nerves, not ao closely connected with 
the present inquiry; and he finally noticed 
the attempts recently mode by Bouilland 
and others to illustrate the theory of Gall 
and, Spurzheim by pathological data. He 
dwelt too at some length upon the facta 
which had been recorded of the loss of me- 
mory of names and words consecutive on 
organic disease of the, anterior lobes of the 
brain. 

Dr. A. T. Thomson felt obliged to differ 
from Mr. Quain, when he assigned loss of 
memory to organic changes in the anterior 
lobes of the brain ; such a circumstance had 
been recorded of many eminent literary 
characters, otherwise in perfect health, and 
he himself laboured under it to a great 
extent, so much so that he frequently could 
not remember the name of some old ac- 
quaintance with whom he was conversing. 

Mr. Quain replied that he had merely 
adverted to recorded oases, and had not in- 
dulged in any speculative conjectures upon 
them. Dr. Thomson’s case, however, was 
by no means in point. If loss of memory 
were to be applied to tho location of disease, 
and if a diagnosis were to be established upon 
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it, it 10 clear that a oomptrtson would be in- 
stituted between the condition of the pa- 
tient's memory while he was m previous 
health, and tbe state to which it was reduced 
by organic disease. In other words, A. B. 
would be compared with A. B. not with 
D. E, the representative of another person. 
In reply to a question, Mr. Qaain again enu- 
merated the symptoms he cousi tiered pecu- 
liar to, and diagnostic of, meningitis and 
cerebritis, vis.; in acate cerebri tig tonic 
contractions and rigidity of the muscles, loss 
of motive power, and of sensatioo ; in scute 
meningitis, delirium, convulsions, twitch - 
ings or startings, no complete paralysis 
occurring. Finally, both these states con- 
curred to s certain extent in mixed cases. 

Mr. King agreed with Mr. Quain’s views, 
but he thought it essential to distinguish be- 
tween “ramollissemeat” and inflammation. 
He had been assistant to M. Rostan in tbe 
institution alluded to, and had had abundant 
reason to coincide in many of that author's 
opinions. 

Dr. Blicke made some objections to the 
application of one of the cases related by 
Mr.Quain. 

Mr. North wished to know what was the 
practical use of this discussion at all, and if 
it were of no practical use, wbst was the ob- 
ject in oontinuing'it. Mr. North's question 
immediately elioited a sharp reply from Mr 
Qaain, who ridiculed very forcibly the idea 
that scientific pathological discussions were 
useless if they did not point out some imme- 
diate curative measure. Mr. Quain was 
warmly supported by Drs. A. T. Thomson, 
Gregory, and Granville, and by Mr. King. 

Mr. Hunt considered the discussion of 
very great importance, and related an in- 
teresting case, which aptly illustrated the 
question at issue. He had been recently 
attending, with other practitioners, on a no- 
bleman who had suffered from a fracture of 
bis skull. In a few days, various alarming 
symptoms arose ; an operation was proposed 
by other gentlemen, but s contrary opinion 
was offered, in consideration of the peculiar 
symptoms of the case, which rather indi- 
cated au affection of the membranes than of 
the substance of the braio. The event 
proved this view to have been correct, and 
corroborated Mr. Quain's opinions ; for on 
removing the dressings that day, a bit of 
dried lint was found adhering to, and irri- 
tating the dura mater, and when this was 
removed, all the untoward symptoms speed- 
ily disappeared. 

• The discussion was then adjourned to the 
next meeting. 

Saturday t Feb, 5th, 1831. 

Mr. Qv ain again renewed the discussion 
on the diagnosis of cerebro-spinaL diseases. 


He related the details of three cases, exem- 
plifying peculiar and strikingly-marked mor- 
bid conditions, with tbe mode of ascertain- 
ing the situation of the morbid action by 
the symptoms. The first was that of a 
young lady, who, after suffering from fright, 
experienced intense pains in the left mamma 
— pains closely resembling those produced 
by cancerous affections, to which, indeed, 
they had been referred. There were no 
convulsive motions ; and, on examination, 
Mr. Quain found that the pain could be 
very accurately traced along some of the 
nerves of the axilla, and down the external • 
thoracic and its branches. He decided that 
tiie pain proceeded from an affection of the 
spinal chord, at the place where these nerves 
were given off, and it was accordingly found 
that considerable relief was obtained by 
suitable remedial measures applied to the 
suspected region. 

Dr. Epps entirely coincided in Mr. Quain's 
opinions, and related a case which bad been 
treated for rheumatism, but which he re- 
ferred to nervous derangement, and cured 
by antiphlogistic measures directed to the 
part of the spinal column from whioii those 
nerves originated, which he considered to 
be concerned in tbe disease. 

Drs. Copland and A. T. Thomson also 
coincided in Mr. Quain's views. The lat- 
ter speaker begged to ask Mr. Quain his 
opinions on the connexion of spasmodic 
asthma, with spinal derangement. He had 
several times experienced tbe advantage of 
applying cupping glasses between the sca- 
pulie in that disease. Mr. Quain, however, 
had not been able to collect any data on 
this subject 

Mr. Kino observed, that by the beat 
authorities no such disease as spasmodic 
asthma was admitted. The continental pa- 
thologists especially agreed in referring the 
affection to the heart At this observation. 
Dr. Thomson was very angry. 

After some further remarks from various 
speakers, Dr. Granville gave notice that at 
the following meeting he would occupy the 
preliminary half hour (beginning at eight 
o'clock) , by noticing a paper which he cha- 
racterised as aome “ Calumnious statements 
contained in the report of a lecture on medi- 
cal jurisprudence, delivered at the Univer- . 
sity of London, by Mr. Amos, professor of 
English law." in the report of that leoture. 
Dr. Granville said he was grossly attacked 
for his evidence given on a late celebrated 
investigation. The announcement was warm- 
ly applauded. 

Mr. King considered that Dr. Granville 
need not be surprised at any-thing which 
issued from so corrupt an institution as that 
to which Professor Amos was attached. He 
gave notice also, that on the same evening 
he would bring before the Society the sub- 
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ject of the late disgraceful exclusion of 
naval surgeons from his Majesty’s levees ; 
but the chairman declined to receive the no- 
tice, whioh was accordingly referred to the 
Council. 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. 

TUB LATE KINO. 

The first meeting of the College of Phy- 
sicians was held on Thursday evening last. 
It was attended by a vast number of the 
learned and celebrated of all professions. 
Among the more distinguished visitors we 
observed the Lord Chancellor, the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, the Bishop of London, 
Earl Stanhope, Lord Tenterden, the Vice- 
Chancellor, the Master of the Rolls, Mr. 
Justice James Parke, the Attorney-General, 
together with many gentlemen well known 
in the literary world. We should think 
that there were present quite as many bar- 
risters as members of the medical profession. 
Sir Henry Halford read to his learned audi- 
ence a paper, of which the subject was, 

The effect of diseases upon the mental 
faculties.” In the course of it, Sir H. Hal- 
ford took occasion to speak of what course 
be considered it prudent for the physician to 
adopt towards a patient of whose recovery 
no hopes were to be entertained. He said, 
that, for his own part, he always kept in 
view that it waa his duty to preserve the 
life of a patient as long as possible, and 
that for that reason he did not communicate 
to the patient himself the extent of the 
danger that impended him. From the 
friends and relatives of the patient, however, 
he never concealed the melancholy troth ; 
they had a right to know the worst : but if 
to prolong the life of a patient were the duty 
of the pbysieian, it waa obviously as incom- 
patible with that doty, as it was inconsistent 
with humanity, to alarm the sufferer, and to 
aggravate his disorder by exhibiting to his 
view the awful image of approaching death. 
The learned president then adverted, in 
illustration, to the ease of his late Majesty. 
The Prime Minister, he said, had been in- 
formed as early as the 27th of April that the 
seat of bis Majesty’s disease was the heart, 
and that an effusion of water upon the lungs 
we s to be apprehended. This fact, however, 
waa not commonieeted to the King; nor 
was it deemed advisable, for the sake of the 
royal patient, that u the information of it 
should be disseminated in any way from 
which it was Kkety to be conveyed to him. 
It was not until the month of May that he 
had an opportunity of explaining to his Ma- 
jesty the nature of the disease ; and this 
opportunity was furnished by the inquiries 
of his Majesty Ktmself, who desired that be 


might be informed of the came of the softer - 
ings he endured. The King, upon learning 
the danger of the disorder, immediatelypre- 
pared himself for death. Having set his 
house in order, he received the sacrament, 
[and, from the administration of that holy 
office, declared that he had received the 
! greatest comfort and consolation. Nothing 
could be more happy than this disposition of 
his Majesty’s mind, and he (Sir H. Halford) 
then betook himself to explaining, an favo ur- 
ably as possible, every new Bymptom which 
the disorder presented. By pursuing this 
course his Majesty's cheerfulness was pre- 
served, and he died without being disturbed 
by the prospect of approaching dissolution. 
Indeed, it might be said of his Majesty, as, 
it had been said of one of the Roman em- 
perors, that he appeared not to have died, 
but rather to have fallen into a deep and 
placid slumber. 


ROYAL INSTITUTION. 

EXPERIMENTS ON VEGETABLE ALKALIES. 

The second evening's meeting for the 
session took place on the 4th inst., and was, 
in many respects, exceedingly interesting. 
Professor Brande read a paper on the 
vegetable alkalies, and many proximate 
principles resembling them, in which be 
detailed some new and curious facts in their 
chemical history. He exhibited the decom- 
position of a solution of the sulphate of qui- 
nine by galvanism, by introducing the oppo- 
site poles of the battery into a solution of 
the salt in a glass-cell, when showers of 
crystallised quinine were deposited at the 
negative side of the apparatus. Professor 
Brande stated, that he was at first led to 
believe that this fact might be applied to 
the preparation of the vegetable alkalies, 
but he found on experiment that the pre- 
sence of the other vegetable principles pre- 
vented its success. He exhibited daring 
the evening some splendid specimens of the 
alkalies and other crystallisable vegetable 
principles, prepared by Mr. Morson. One 
of these was exquisitely beautiful, namely, 
the alizarine or crystalline principle of the 
Rubin Tinctorum or madder. He also an- 
nounced the discovery, and showed a spe- 
cimen, of a new crystallisable principle ex- 
tracted from elaterium by Mr. Henley, of 
the Apothecaries’ Hall. 

In the library we noticed aa admirable 
wax-model of the head of Voltaire. A 
striking but simple mode of restoring 
crumpled feathers to their natural form waa 
also shown, by introducing them into boil- 
ing water, when, in a few minutes, their 
original arrangement becomes as symmetri- 
cal as ever. 
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, BXTI19ATIQN OF AW OSSEOUS TUMOUR 
FROM TBS ORBIT* 

A girl, about 1? years of age, received 
a blow with a fake, the handle of which en- 
tered the left orbit; she immediately fell 
down insensible, but soon recovered her 
senses, end on examination a deep wound 
was found between the upper paries of the 
orbi; end the eye, the upper eyelid haring 
been lacerated » fiber# was not much haemor- 
rhage, and the eye did not seem to be affect- 
ed, and remained free from inflammation 
during the healing of the wound, which took 
place within a short time, and without any 
particular treatment. About eighteen months 
after the accident the girl, who in other re- 
spects wss perfectly well, felt s tumour 
forming below the upper eyelid, but sa it 
was not accompanied by pain or any other 
inconvenience, she did not do sny-thingfor 
it until the tumour had acquired a large 
volume. At the time when Dr. Salzer saw 
her, it was four years from the occurrence 
of the accident ; the tumour was seen very 
herd, immoveable, and protruded through 
the orbit, but was still completely covered 
by the eyelid; the globe of the eye wss 
forcibly pushed aside and downwards, so as 
almost to touch the left nostril ; sight was 
not completely destroyed. The upper eye- 
lid was divided, and the tumour having been 
laid bare in its whole breadth, was found to 
be of osseous tissue and attached to the 
orbit, but not as was anticipated by a pedi- 
cle, but by a broad base. The substance of 
the morbid growth was so dense as to ren- 
der the application quite ineffectual, and it 
was actually found necessary to use a ham- 
mer and chisel to remove only portions of 
it. Towards the end of the operation, which 
lasted several hours, it appeared that a large 
piece of bone was loose, but this could not 
be extracted, though several attempts were 
made. The patient was bled, and had ice 
applied over the forehead ; she complained 
of violent pain, apparently from the pres- 
sure which the loose piece of bone exerted 
on the eye ; for as soon as by a proper ap- 
paratus this pressure was lessened, the pain 
and inflammatory symptoms subsided. The 
osseous fragment, ana what remained of the 
exostosis, having been subsequently re- 
moved by the application of the trephine, 
the muscles and vessels of the eye were 
found to have been so much flattened as 
almost to resemble ligaments ; however, 
after some time the globe began gradually 
to reascend into the orbit, and in six weeks 
after the operation recovered its natural 
position ; the sight had not suffered at all. 
The quantity of bone removed, after having 
been dried, weighed about two ounces— 
JVene Zeitschr.f, Nat. u. Heilk. 


LITHOTOMY IB EGYPT. 

It appears that urinary calculus is very 
frequent in Egypt, for during a residence of 
four years in that country M. Clot, chief 
surgeon of the hospital Aboa Zabel (of which 
we made mention in a former number), has 
witnessed sixty operations, of which he 
himself performed forty. From his report 
on this subject, it appears that of forty 
patients on whom the operation was per- 
formed, two only died ; of the others, eleven 
were cured between the 7th and 10th day ; 
sixteen between the lltb and 20th ; eight 
between the 22nd and 30th ; four between 
the 32nd and 40th; and one on the 50th 
day after the operation* In three gases of 
five, in which Varra’a method waa employed, 
a recto- vesical fistula remained ; in twenty- 
four, the lateral operation was performed ; 
and in sixteen, the section was made through 
the raphe* This extraordinary success is 
perhaps principally to be accounted for bv 
the mildness of a climate in which all 
wounds heal very easily, and by the absence 
of all tendency to iaflammetion in most of 
the individuals operated upon, two circum- 
stances which have already been remarked 
by some of the suTgeons of the French ex- 
pedition, end particularly by M. Larrey 
himself— Lane. Franf. 


Olf THE DETECTION OF LEAD. 

To the Editor of The Lancet* 

Sin,— On reading a late Number of The 
Lancet, I find that Dr. ChriStiaon recom- 
mends the employment of hydriodste of 
potash as a test tor lead and its preparations) 
and that although he does notice the import- 
ant objection against its use, yet he does not, 
s s you justly observe, pay it that ” special 
attention whieb the strictness of their invent 
tigations demands*’* Of course I allude to 
the property which nitric acid possesses 
of strikiug a yellow colour with liydrio- 
date of potash, very similar to that pro- 
duced by the action of hydriodste of pot- 
ash on the salts of lead. As, however, 
uu&r particular circumstances, this teat ia 
perfectly free from fallacy, I shall trouble 
you with the plan which I consider best 
calculated for the detection of small quanti- 
ties of lead by means of hydriodste of pot- 
ash, should that reagent be selected; not 
that I am foolish enough to claim the merit 
of an original investigation, for I am well 
aware that the facts I am about to state must 
be familiar te every chemist. Obtain a 
sulpburet of lead by the soli on of sulphuret- 
ted hydrogen gas, decompose this sulphuret 
by nitric acid, thus obtaining a nitrate of 
lead, following thus far the directions of 
Dr* Cbivtiiw* W& then, instead of apply- 
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ing hydriodate of petasb, add to a solution of 
the nitrate of lead, a solution of carbonate of 
soda ; a carbonate of lead will be precipitat- 
ed, and which, after the necessary adulter- 
ation, is to be dissolved in acetic acid, em- 
ploying a gentle heat to accelerate the ac- 
tion. This acetate of lead may now be ex- 
amined by means of the hydriodate of pot- 
ash, when the characteristic appearance will 
be immediately presented, even if the quan- 
tity operated upon be extremely minute. 
I recommend this process chiefly, because 
it gets rid of one great source of fallacy, viz. 
the accidental presence of nitric acid. Acetic 
acid does not interfere with the operation of 
the test, although it be in considerable ex- 
cess ; and this to the inexperienced must be 
an immense advantage. If, therefore, a sus- 
pected fluid yield a black precipitate by tbe 
action of sulphuretted hydrogen soluble in 
nitric acid, — if this nitric solution, on tbe 
additiou of an alkaline carbdnate, afford a j 
white precipitate, soluble in acetic acid ; 
and, lastly, if this acetic solution strike a 
bright-yellow colour with hydriodate of 
potash, we have a perfect chain of evidence 
proving the existence of a saturnine prepa- 
ration. 

In writing this notice, I have no wish to 
supersede the necessity of the reduction pro- 
cess, for, after all, that is the most accurate 
test. My object is to present the tyro with 
a method of employing the hydriodate of 
potash, should he prefer that mode of inves- 
tigation, with certainty and success. . 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

R. Johnson. 

London, Jan. 29, 1831. 

Mr. Johnson’s process is exceeding- 
ly valuable, and will be tyell worth adopting 
in any case that may be met with. We may 
add, that in acting on the sulphuret of lead 
with nitric acid, heat should not be employ- 
ed, 'otherwise a sulphate of lead will be 
formed. After the application of the hy- 
driodate of soda, it is perfectly easy to re- 
duce the iodide of lead on charcoal with tbe 
blow-pipe flame, when the iodine will be 
expelled, and metallic lead remain, surrodnd- 
ed with the concentric circles of red and 
yellow oxide, as before described in this 
Journal. 


SUSPICIOUS PRACTICES. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— K nowing (from constantly reading 
your valuable periodical) your detestation 
of all qu&ckB, and having noticed in your 
last number the praiseworthy mauner in 
which you have exposed some of the per- 


centage-mongers, I am induced to think the 
following facts may not be unworthy of your 
notice. First; 1 should wish to inquire 
whether you think it very honourabte of Sir 

C. S«“- — to fold up and direct all his 

prescriptions to Mr. Garden, (^Oxford 
Street, telling his patientsthat it isjhe only 
place where the drugs can be had geuuine ; 
and secondly, I wish it to be k|H>wn that 

Mr. V , a surgeon of some notoriety 

at the west end of the town, is constantly in 
the habit of forcing lifs patients to take their 
prescriptions to a certain chemist’s situated 
in Bond Street, between Grosvenor Street 
and Bruton Street, at the same time telling 
them that if they go any-where else he will 
not be answerable for the consequences. Do 
you consider this plan of proceeding re- 
spectable, or do you believe he would take 
this trouble unless lie had an interest in it)? 
But this is not all, for I have seen several 
instances in which he has translated the pre- 
scriptions, and desired the people to prepare 
them at home, by way of depriving apothe- 
caries or druggists of the advantage of dis- 
pensing them. Had he only adopted this 
plan for poor persons it would be excusable, 
but in all the instances which have come 
under my knowledge it has been done for 
rich people who could well afford to have 
them dispensed at proper places. 

Amicus Justitiaev 

January 31, 1831. 


STEPHENSON AND CHURCHILL’S BOTANV. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. Sir, — I observe 
in the last number of The Lanckt you have no-, 
ticed in terms of commendation, Messrs. Stephen- 
son and Churchill’s work on Medical Botany. I' 
have taken it in from the first number, and agree 
with you, that it is generally well-executed, though 
I think the editors might have omitted some of 
the plants, which cannot be strictly called medi- 
cinal, or such at least as are introduced into modern 
practice. By these omissions much expense would 
have been spared, and the work rendered not less 
useful. But the principal cause of my troubling, 
you on this occasion is to state, that I wrote some,, 
time since to the editors, making a few remarks 
ou one or two of the articles, and reminding them 
of a pledge they gave to the public, that on the 
completion of the work they would give an intro-, 
duction to the study of botany, free of expense to 
the subscribers, and which the high price of theit 
publication would amply have enabled them to do. 
They would by this have increased the utility of 
their work, and facilitated and promoted the study 1 
of this pleasing science. They have not thought 
proper to notice my letter, and I therefore address 
you, requesting you to make what use of this you 
may think necessary. With best wishes, believe 
me. Sir, yours truly, 

Staines, Jan. 20. Robert Huntley. • 


Attorney -Coroners.— A correspondent observes 
on this subject, ** As a member of the law I would 
say that the knowledge which is requisite to the 
due execution of the office of coroner may be ac- 
quired by a perusal of the 14th chapter, vol. iv, of 
the learned Blackstone’s Commentaries, and from, 
which, ! have no hesitation in asserting that the 
medical coroner wilt aeqnire more information on 
the subject than is possessed by three-fourths of the 

legal ly-educated coronet s. 

“ Temple, January, 1831. * 


Digitized by v^. ooQle 



ANCET. 



V' 


Vol. I.] 




SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19. 


[1830-31. 


The Philosophy of Sleep. By Robert 

Macnish, &c. &c. Glasgow. W. R. 

M'Phun. 1830. 12mo. pp. 268. 

From the author of the Anatomy of Drunk- 
enness, we had expected some tiling much 
better than the work before us, which is 
rather an amusing than an instructive pro- 
duction, and one which contains but little 
to render it worthy of the title which has 
been given to it. It is, indeed, calculated 
tnucb more for the general, than for the 
philosophical, reader, who will find for the 
most part, instead of deep research or in- 
genious speculation, only common -place ob- 
servations and amusing stories, the latter of 
which form a very considerable portion of 
the book. On the other hand, the style, 
though occaeionally inflated, is, for the 
most part, easy and agreeable ; and the 
practical observations, though familiar to 
every medical man, would doubtless be of 
▼alue to those numerous persons who have 
never studied or reflected on the sobject, so 
that had the work appeared with a different 
title, and with slighter pretensions, we 
Should perhaps have been more disposed to 
praise than to blame it. 

After some general observations, which 
have more of a poetical than a philosophical 
character, and a very brief acoount of the 
modern doctrine of the nervous system, the 
author proceeds to- consider the nature and 
causes of sleep, and some circumstances 
connected with it. On the first of these 
points, we find nothing worthy of notice ; 
the second are all referred to diminution of 
the sensorial power, or its concentration on 
some particular organ (the stomach, for in- 
stance, after a full meal), so that the brain 
haa no longer the quantity of power requi- 
site for the due performance of its ordinary 
functions. 

Ko. 390. 


" When, therefore,” says he, “ the senso- 
rial power which keeps our faculties in acti- 
vity is exhausted, we naturally fall asleep. Aa 
the exhaustion of this power, however, is 
a gradual process, so is that of slumber. We 
glide insensibly into it, as from life into 
death ; and while the mind remains poised, 
as it were, between sleep and the opposite 
condition, it is pervaded by a strange con- 
fusion which almost amounts to mild deli- 
rium : the ideas dissolve their connexion 
from it one by one; those which remain 
longest behind are faint, viaionary, and in- 
distinct; and ita own esaenoe becomes so 
vague and diluted, that it m^lts away iuto the 
nothingness of slumber, as the morning va- 
pours are blepded with the surrounding air 
by the solar heat. Previous to the aocession 
of sleep, a feeling of universal lassitude 
prevails. This sensation heralds . in the 
phenomena of slumber, and exhibits itself in 
yawning, heaviness of the eyes, indifference 
to surrounding objects, and all the charac- 
teristics of fatigue. , • If the person be seated, 
his head nods and droops ; and, in all eases, 
the muscles become relaxed, and the limbs 
thrown into that state most favourable for 
complete muscular inaction. The lying po- 
sition is, consequently, that best adapted 
for sleep, and the one which is intuitively 
adopted for the purpose. The organs of the 
senses do not relapse into simultaneous re- 
pose, but suspend their respective functions 
gradually and successively ; sight, taste, 
smell, hearing, and touch, parting with sen- 
sation in the order in which they, here stand, 
and gliding insensibly away. In the same 
manner, the muscles do not become simul- 
taneously relaxed — those of the limbs, giving 
way first, then those of the neck, and, lastly, 
the muscles of the spine. Wor do tlie ex- 
ternal senses, on awaking, recover all at 
once their usual vigour. We, for some se- 
conds, neither hear, nor see, nor smell, nor 
taste, nor touch, with our usual acuteness. 
Ordinary sights dazzle our eyes ; ordinary 
sounds confuse Qur ears; ordinary odours, 
tastes, and sensations, our nose, our tongne, 
and our touch. They awake successively, 
one after its fellow, and not iu the same in- 
stant.” 

XX 
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MACNISfl ON SLEEP, 


The diminution of the temperature of the 
ski a during sleep, the increased perspira- 
tion, and activity of the digestive and nu- 
tritive functions, with other points men- 
tioned by the author, are ail doubtless 
equally famftiar to Our readers; but al- 
though it seems sufficiently obvious, we do 
not remember to have seen before the ex- 
planation which he gives of yawning, viz. 
that it is an effort to restore the equilibrium 
between the flexor and extensor muscles, 
the former of which, it is well known, .al- 
ways prevail over the latter in a sitting or 
recumbent posture* Gaping, however, which 
id a much more complicated action, and more 
difficult to be explained, is not even men- 
tioned. 

We have already observed, that the 
author has not often given opinions or con- 
clusions Of his own ; he has done so, how- 
bver, once in this chapter, and certainly not 
yery happily. 

' *' Generally speaking, the larger tbs brain 
af any animal is, in proportion to the sise of 
his body, the greater is his necessity for a 
considerable portion of sleep. Birds and 
fishes, which have small brains, require less 
indulgence in this respect than most land 
fcnimfcls. Carnivorous animals, also, sleep 
inore than those of the herbivorous race/* 

• We are at a lots to imagine how a con- 
clusion , which appears to be so directly op- 
posed to established facts, could have been 
arrived at. Man, who has, with some few 
exceptions, proportionally the largest brain, 
Sleeps less tham most other animals* With 
regard to fishes, so Httk is known of their 
habits, that any statement of the length of 
jtheir sleep, can he scarcely more than con- 
jecture,; bat of reptiles, especially the ser- 
pent tribe, it is well known that they sleep 
much ; and though it is true that birds in 
general sleep less than quadrupeds, yet that 
circumstance only tends to invalidate the 
kuthor's hypothesis ; for, in a great number 
of them, the proportional size of the brain, 
Exceeds that of most mammalia. From the 
corporeal, We pass to the mental pheno- 
mena of sleep, to dreams and visions ; the 
occurrence of these the author attributes 
to an unequal distribution, of the sensorial 
power in the brain, to that while the les- 
soning faculties are altogether, or in a great 
measure, torpid, the imagination has free 
acope, or, in hi» own words, «« the imagi- 


nation is at work, while the judgment is 
asleep, and thereby indulges in the maddest 
and most extravagant thoughts, free from the 
salutary check of the latter more sedate and 
judicious faculty.'* In support of this opi- 
nion, he subsequently adduces the total ab- 
sence of surprise, eveh where the objects of 
the dream are represented in the^trongest 
and clearest manner. For this part of his 
task he appears in one respect to be pecu- 
liarly well fitted, having been the subject of 
almost every kind of dream or vision ; and, 
together with a great number of instances, 
copied from published works, he has given 
several very remarkable ones from his own 
experience. One effect of dreams, which he 
describes, is new at least to us, and we re- 
gret that he has not stated whether he 
speaks merely from his own feelings, or 
from the accounts of others. 

* * 1 must also mention,” ha observes, “ ano- 
ther circumstance of a somewhat similar kind, 
which, though it occur in the waking condi- 
tion, is produced by the peculiar effect of 
previous sleep mpqn the mind* Tims, , when 
we awake in a melancholy mood, the result 
probably of some distressing dream, the 
remembrance of all our former actions, es- 
pecially those of an evil character, often 
rushes upon us as from a dark and troubled 
sea. They do not appear individually, one 
by one, but come linked together ,in a close 
phalanx, as if to take the conscience by 
storm, and crush it beneath their imposing 
front. The whole span of our existence, 
from childhood downwards, sends them <m ; 
oblivion opens its gulfs and impels them 
forwards 5 and the mind is robed in aeloud 
of wretchedness, without one xay of hope to 
brighten up its gloom. In eommon ctreumn 
stances, we possess no such power of group- 
ing so instantaneously the most distant and 
proximate events of life : the spell of me- 
mory is invoked to call them successively 
from the past ; and they glide before ua lik® 
shadows, more or less distinct according to 
their remoteness, or the force of their im- 
press upon the mind. But in the case of 
which I speak, they start abruptly forth 
from the bosom of time, end overwhelm tho 
spirit with a crowd of most sad and appal- 
ling reminiscences. In the crucible of our 
distorted imagination, every-thing is exag- 
gerated and invested with a blacker gloom 
than belongs to it ; we see, at one glance, 
down the whole vista of time; ana each 
event of our life is written there ia gloomy 
and distressing characters. Hence the men- 
tal depression occurring under these circum- 
I stances, and even the smmm which Mta, 
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Hke bNter and i rarefre shtog dews, upon Hie 
heart." 

We much doubt whether such a state of 
thind he of so frequent occurrence as he 
supposes, and still less are we inclined to 
believe that the dreams of children are 
often of a frightful kind, and that they are 
“ tortured by scenes more painful and over, 
whelming than almost ever fall to the share 
of afiter-Hfe." That even alight physical 
causes will produce dreams which can easily 
be referred to them, is an undoubted fact, 
but we think the author most absurdly 
loquacious when he states that — 

“ The dropsical subject has the idea of 
fountains, and livers, and seas, in his sleep ; 
jaundice tinges the objects beheld with its 
own yeUew and sickly hue j hunger induces 
dreams of eating agreeable food j an attack 
of inflammation disposes us to see all things 
of the colour of blood ; excessive thirst pre- 
sents us with visions of parched oceans, 
burning sand- plains, and immitigable heat ; 
a bad taste in the mouth, with erery-tbing 
bitter and nauseous in the vegetable world ; 
a mercurial course perhaps with the mines 
of Spain, from whence that mineral is ob- 
tained." 

It has been maintained by some physio- 
logical writers that the mind is never en- 
tirely at rest, and that though we are more 
commonly unconscious of it we never sleep 
Without dreaming. In support of this hypo- 
thesis, one writer (Mr. Hazlitt) has stated, 

that if a person is suddenly 
awaked at any given time, and asked what 
he has been dreaming about, lie will be at 
•oca recalled to « train of associations with 
Which his mind had been busied previously. 
This experiment,” says Mr.Macuish, •« has 
been tried upon myself, and I have tried it 
upon others ; and I am satisfied, from the 
result, as well as from reasoning, that the 
•tateasent is not correct. In some few in- 
stances, the persons could reeolleot ideas 
passing through their minds, but, in a great 
majority of cases, they had no recollection 
whatever of any such circumstances." 

That dreams can really have any prophe* 
tic power he of course denies, though he 
has related some very singular cases (of 
one of which he was himself the subject) 
which would almost induce a belief that 
such was the case. As he, however, very 
justly remarks, we have very frequently 
dreamt of events to happen, but only pay 
'attention to them when, aa must necessarily 
now and thenocenr, the even to ie«tfj eome 


to pass. The circumstance alto Of hidden 
events being revealed in dreamt may be 
explained in another way, viz., by circum- 
stances long totally forgotten being then re- 
called to the memory, as the knowledge of. 
a language spoken in childhood has hewn 
suddenly revived doting the delirium of 
fever or other diseases* 

The subject of nightmare U separately 
treated of, and its horrors certainly much 
exaggerated; the immediate cause of thia 
affection is referred, in every case, to im- 
peded or hurried respiration, whether this be 
iuduoed by aa overloaded or enfeebled 
stomach, or by any other cause. The au- 
thor denies that this affection occurs only 
whan the person is lying on the back, and 
observes,— 

« l have frequently had attacks of thia 
disorder while sitting in ap arm-chair, or 
with my head leaning against a table. Iu 
fact, these are the most likely positions to 
bring it on, the lungs being then more com- 
pletely compressed than in almost any other 
posture, I have also had kb most distinctly 
while lying on the side^ and I know many 
cases of a similar description in others." 

The meaps recommended for its preven- 
tion are qlmost entirely m e dfoal, and are 
only such as are generally known. The 
much rarer affection denominated “ day- 
mare ” is also noticed by the author, and of 
this also he relates an instance of which he 
himself was the subject. 

“ During the intensely hot summer of 
1825, I experienced an attack of this affec- 
tion. Immediately after dining, I. threw 
myself on my back upon a sofa, and, before 
I was aware, was seised with difficult re- 
spiration, extreme dread, and utter incapa- 
bility of motion or speech. I cogld neither 
move nor cry, whije the breath came from 
my chest in broken and suffocating parox- 
ysms. During all this time, I was perfectly 
awake $ J saw the light glaring in af the 
windows in broad sultry streams ; I felt the 
intense heat of the day pervading my frame * 
and heard distinctly the different noises hi 
the stieet, sod even the ticking of my own 
watch, whfeh I had placed on the cushion 
beside “me. I had, at the same time, tbo 
consciousness of flies buzzing around, apd 
settling with annoying pertinacity upon my 
face. During the Whole fit, judgment wag 
never fee a moment suspended. I felt as- 
sured that I laboured under incubus. I even 
endeavoured $Q rea son mysplf qut pf. the 
feeling of dread which filled my mind, mid 
longed wi^h insufferable ardour Tor some one 
to Open the door, and dissolve" iStotMi 
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which bound me in itg fetters. The fit did 
not continue above five minutes : by degrees 
I recovered the use of speech and motion ; 
and as soon as they were so far restored as 
to enable me to call out and move my limbs, 
it wore insensibly away.** 

The chapters on sleepwalking and talk- 
ing are* chiefly filled with cases and anec- 
dotes, but as the explanation of these occur- 
rences is taken entirely from Dr. Mason 
Good,’ we need not notice it here. 

When speaking of “ sleep from cold,” 
be observes, that the torpor of hybemating 
animals may jbe referred to this head. In 
one sense, perhaps, it may be so, but not 
in that in which the author would intend. 
Such animals are, in fact, in almost every 
case/ well protected from cold, in their 
winter quarters, and the snugness of the 
nests of the marmot, hamster, dormouse, &c. 
has been often remarked. Though he makes 
the assertion we have just contradicted, the 
author does not attempt any explanation of 
the torpor of such animals, and a great part 
of the chapter is very unnecessarily occu- 
pied by the well-known case of Dr. Solander. 

We are unwilling to occupy our space 
in noticing the remainder of the work, which 
is only equal to the portion we have already 
gone through, and conclude at this point, 
therefore, by recommending the book to 
those who may seek for amusement and a 
popular view of an interesting subject, 
while we warn our more studious readers 
not to expect to find in it any-thing relative 
to the philosophy of sleep. 


Annates de Chimie et de Physique . Par 
M.M. Gay Lussac et Arago. Oct. 1830. 

We regret much that the publication of 
this excellent periodical has for some time 
back been extremely irregular* The October 
number, for instance, only reached this 
country on the 1st of February, and when 
we shall have another number is as uncer- 
tain as the return of a comet. The value, 
however, of its articles is always such as to 
make amends for the disagreeable irregu- 
larity which attends the publication of the 
work. 

CHEMICAL CONSTITUTION OF THB RETINA 
ANb OPTIC NERVES. 

- the present number we find two very 


THE RETINA, &c. 

interesting papers, one on the chemical con- 
stitution of the retina and optic nerves, by 
M. Lassaigne ; the second on a new (Eno- 
meter, or instrument for the purpose of 
ascertaining the quantity of alcohol con- 
tained in spirituous liquors, 

M. Lassaigne commences by observing, 
that as yet bat few tissues have been auffi-* 
ciently studied with regard to their chemi- 
cal relations. In the examinations, how- 
ever, which have been made, lie justly ob- 
serves that it is not unusnal to find the 
opinions of anatomists and physiologists, 
concerning the nature of certain products 
of organization confirmed by chemical re- 
search ; thus demonstrating, that in the 
study of the natural sciences it is by no 
means rare to arrive at the same truth by 
different modes of investigation. At the 
request of Magendie, M* Lassaigne under- 
took the analyses of the retina and optic 
nerves of the horse. 

The retina was first gently washed in dis- 
tilled water, to separate any adherent vitre- 
ous humour, and then dried between folds of 
blotting paper and weighed. Itshygrome- 
tric moisture was next expelled by expo- 
sure to a sufficient temperature, after which 
operation the membrane was again weighed, 
and the difference iudicated the quantity of 
water it contains in the natural state, and 
which amounts to 92.9 per cent. The retina 
was next treated with boiling alcohol, which, 
on cooling after filtration, deposited white 
flocculi on the sides of the vessel, which 
flocculi finally united into a white unctuous 
mass, soluble in toiling, insoluble in cold 
alcohol, neutral, insipid, dissolving ' by a 
gentle heat, and partly soluble in caustic pot- 
assa, by which it was converted into soap. 
The insoluble portion, wben deflagrated with 
fused nitrate of potassa in a silver crocihle, 
afforded with lime-water a precipitate of the 
phosphate of lime. 

Finally, the portion of retina undissolved 
by the boiling alcohol was treated with 
pure concentrated muriatic acid, which dis- 
solved it entirely, and the solution assumed 
a violet tint— an effect produced on all con- 
crete albuminous matters. 

From these .experiments M. Lassaigne 
concludes, that the retina is formed of the 
same elements as the cerebral and nervous 
substance, and is composed of * 


- * * 
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N£W CENOMETER.— TARTRATE OF LEAD. 


Water : 0*520 

Saponifiable fatty matter, and fatty 
matter containing phosphorus 0.005 
. Albumen., .... • 0.035 


The optie nerves aimilarly examined, af- 
forded nearly the same results, together with 
proofs of the presence of osmazone, muriate 
of soda, and gelatine. 

NSW (ENOMETBR. 

Of the new cenometer invented by M. Ta- 
barie, the distinguished editors speak in 
very favourable terms, and recommend it for 
its simplicity and facility of application, to 
the notice of all persons engaged in the ma- 
nufacture of alcoholic preparations. Instead 
of collecting the alcohol contained in the 
specimen for examination, M.Taharie allows 
it to be dissipated in the air, and he calcu- 
lates its quantity by ascertaining the differ- 
ence in specific gravity between a standard 
specimen, and one of which the alcohol has 
been expelled by boiling, and the loss of 
quantity replaced exactly by distilled water. 
The apparatus is extremely simple, merely 
consisting of a small vessel heated by a 
spirit lamp ; a horizontal traverse near the 
bottom of the vessel, indicates when the 
boiling lias been carried to a sufficient 
length, by its appearing above the level of 
the fluid : a hydrometer and thermometer 
complete the apparatus, and M. Ta bardie 
has added calculated tables, which ensure 
the utmost precision in the results of the 
experiment. The cenometer is used exten- 
sively by tbe distillers in the south of 
France, and may be purchased for 40 francs. 

. In thia number, we may add that M. Gey 
Luasac points out the curious fact, that silver, 
which is not oxidizable on exposure to air 
at ordinary temperatures, absorbs oxygen 
in great quantities when heated to fusion, 
and again evolves it when cold. The expe- 
riments of Gay Lussac satisfactorily account 
for the vegetations of fused silver familiar ! 
.to assayers, and for the loss which is fre- 
quently sustained during the cupellation of 
silver, by absorption of the oxide by the 
bone-ashes during the heating of the assay. 

An Essay on Combustion . By Gilbert 

Hump., Esq., Student of Medicine in the 

Univ. of Lon. Taylor. 1831. 8vo. pp. 19. 

We are extremely unwilling to discou- 
rage the exertions of young authors in any 


department of medical literature, but can- 
dour compels us to declare, that there is 
very little to approve in this publication. 
Young writers err deeply in venturing into 
print until diligence or chance have afforded 
them materials of their own for coming be- 
fore the public, or until they are equal to 
the correction of error, the reconciliation o£ 
disputed points, or possess a very superior 
ability for re-arranging the facts of others. 
In the pamphlet before us we find no evi- 
dence of these qualifications, for, with the 
exception of a single page, in which Mr. 
Hume describes some peculiarities connected 
with the tartrate of lead pyrophorua, we 
cannot find a solitary sentence which is not 
to be met with in any class-book of Repu- 
tation, clothed in more appropriate language. 
We quote the passage to. which we allude, 
and from the evidence of minute observation 
which it contains, we think that if the author 
directs his attention to more original pur- 
suits, his researches may by-and-by ensure 
him cousiderable reputation as a scientific 
chemist. 

“ We now come to another, viz., the 
tartrate of lead pyrophorus. The tartrate of 
lead is procured by mixing, in a state of 
solution, grains of acetate of lead with 
sixty-seven of tartaric acid. The precipi- 
tate is collected, consisting of small crys- 
talline grains. . This salt ia put into a tuhe, 
and heated precisely the same as Homberg's : 
the result is the pyrophorus. 1 am of opi- 
nion tLiat the tartrate undergoes the follow- 
ing change: we have tartrate of lead, com- 
posed of one proportion of acid and one of 
oxide of lead ; And the constitution of both 
ultimately ia, — 

Oxygen (five proportions in tcid and 


one in oxide of lead) .......... 6 

Hydrogen (two in acid) 2 

Carbon (four in acid) 4 

Lead (one in oxide) 1 


“ The lead unites with one atom of car- 
bon, forming carburet of lead ; two atoms 
of carbon unite with four of oxygen, and fly 
off as carbonic acid ; tbe remaining two of 
oxygen unite with one of hydrogen, forming 
deutoxide of hydrogen, while the remaining 
atom of carbon unites with the hydrogen, 
forming carburetted hydrogen : this is the 
inflammable agent which burns on leaving 
the tube. The reasons why I think that 
the pyrophorus is a carburet of lead are— — 
1st, Because, on exposure to air, the lead, 
being in a state of minute subdivision, at- 
tracts oxygen from the atmosphere ; these 
being in opposite electrical states, the spark 
passes, inflames the carbon, which decom- 
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metallic lead; the heat increasing, it is con- 
verted into litharge, then into deutoxide, 
and, lastly, is left as protoxide. I mention 
thjs as assisting the electro-chemical theory ; 
at the same time I would add some other 
facts relative to pyrophorus, which perhaps 
ftiay also tend to confirm it. I find that the 
combostion differs as to the substances on 
which the powder is allowed to inflame. On 
good conductors the combustion is very much 
weakened, and indeed sometimes does not 
take place at all ; whereas, on silk, linen, 
and, above all, ofi paper, it takes place very 
vividly. These are rather curious facts. I 
was led to make the observation by acci- 
dentally letting the tube fall on a plate of 
iron ; 4 broke, and*the pyrophorus was only 
partially inflamed merely at the surface ; I 
then tried it on metals, as platinum, on 
which it inflamed better than on iron, bat 
not equal to paper. This property is not 
exclusively confined to tartrate of lead, for 
I have observed that tartrate of silver and 
tip, apd nickel, when fresh prepared, pos- 
sess the property; tartrate of antimony 
does not, either with potassa or without. 1 ' 


Royal Irish Transactions, Vot. XVI . Jin 
Accoidti of cl peculiarity hot hitherto de- 
scribed xn the Ancle or Rock-joint of the 
Horse ; with Remarks on the Structure 
of the Vertebra in the Species of Whale 
entitled Delphinus Diodcm. By Robert 
O. Graves, M.D. Dublin, 
to the /comparative anatomist the above 
paper by Pr, Graves must be of consider- 
able interest, and we are induced, therefore, 
to publish a short analysis of it. Dr. G raves 
commences by observing, that during the 
dissection of the horse, on examining the 
hock-joint, he found that its flexion was im- 
peded by. a. considerable resistance, which 
continued until the limb was bent to a cer- 
tain extent, after *rMch, ** suddenly and 
tnthout the aid of any external force," it 
attained its extreme degree of flexion. To 
its extension he also foupd a similar oppo- 
sition, until the same period was passed, 
*' when the limb suddenly snapped into its 
exfremd degree Of extensibn fit this joint/* 
That this phenomenon depended not on the 
tendons or muscles, but on a peculiar me- 
phanism of the joint itself, Dr. Graves 
ftand’on dissecting off the former, when the 
peculiar motion was still found to continue. 
Dr. Graves remarks, before he proceeds to 
the description of the mechanism of the 


Di( 


the power the horse possesses of rieepibg 
standing, fbr it serves the purpose of keep- 
ing the hock-jointin tire extended position, 
so far as to counteract the oscillations of the 
body without the aid of muscular exertion ;• 
and in this respect it resembles the provi- 
sion made to effect a similar purpose in cer- 
tain birds, as the stork and others of the 
grallfo, which sleep standing on one foot." 

Dr. Graves then enters into an elaborate 
description of the joint, from which we col* 
lect, that the causes of the phenomenon he 
illustrates are two -fold ; first a peculiarity in 
the shape of the articulating surface of the 
astragalus, which « is not that of a given 
circle throughout, for towards either extre- 
mity, the descent is more rapid , or, in other 
words, answers to an arc of a smaller circle. 
Hence, when one of the projections of the 
tibia has arrived at its corresponding cavity 
in the astragalus, which hap pecs when the 
limb is either completely flexed or com- 
pletely extended, the rapid curve of the ar- 
ticulating surface presents n eouriderabfe 
obstruction to change of portion ^ To this 
conformation the occurrence is partly refer- 
able, though principally to the tibio-astraga- 
lar ligaments, which exist at both sides of the 
joint, and which, from their X-litoe shapes 
are most stretched at the moment when the 
| greater circle of the astragalus has just been 
turned by the tibia, when the ligaments, by 
their elasticity, bring the tibia into the 
! locked state by a sudden contraction, 
j Dr. Graves was originally disposed td Te- 
fer the disease of string-halt to something 
connected with this structure ; subsequent- 
ly, however, on examining tho horses la- 
bouring under this affection, he was disposed 
to refer It rather to a spasmodic affection of 
the flexors of the limb generally, than to any 
derangement in the structure of the hock- 
joint. 

Dr. Graves's remark on the structure of 
the vertebrae of the whale are remarkable, 
inasmuch as they point out a mode of deter- 
mining the age of an individual of this spe- 
cies, independently of its size* Dr. Graves 
observed, on examining the skeleton of a 
whale which had been captured near Dublin, 
that after the spinal column had undergone 
macev&!ti6n for a few days, the iflt^fver- 
tebral substance could be ttftHy detached 
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firm tbe bodies ef tbi dectebra, «»d tbit It 

carried with it, firmly attached to each of 
its extremities, a flat circular bone, about a 
quarter of an inch in thickness, and exactly 
corresponding in the extent and shape of its 
surface to the surface ef the body of the 
vertebra from which It had been separated. 
The separation was effected with facility, 
and took plaoe spontaneously and complete* 
ly when the maceration had been continued 
a sufficient time. 

A slight examination of the surface of the 
vertebra is sufficient to show whether this 
epiphysis has been detached or not ; in the 
former case, the surface is marked by Unes, 
diverging from the centre towards the cir- 
cumference ; in the latter the surface is 
marked with concentric circular forrows or 
Unes, which disappear towards the centre, 
leaving the hone quite smooth. 


BE. nun's FEAOTJCAX CHEMISTEY. 

Wj have carefully perused Dr. Reid's 
exposure of the criticisms to which his work 
wss subjected in a lata number of the PM- 
4mophic«i itffegwri**, and we have we hesi- 
tation in asserting, that a more disgusting 
display of ignorance and malice waa never 
made public in a journal of reputation. Dr. 
Reid is fully borne est m the redaction* he 1 
has passed upon the reviewer. 


ON THS SfECtXS OF 

CONVULSION IN INFANTS, 

PARTICULARXY DESCRIBED BY Dtt, J. CLARKE, 
AND HEREIN DENOMINATED , 

DY8PN4EJ SPA 8M ODI CA. ! 

By Hsnby R&es, Esq., M.R.C.S. 

I am rather surprised, that 01 a pecu- 
liar species of convulsion, described by 
tbe late Dr. John Clarke,” should be treated 
of as at all unoommon or unknown. Scarcely 
a week elapses but a case of this species of 
convulsion comes under my notice ; at the 
present moment I have two very interest- 
ing specimens of the kind under my care. 
For years past, as I can prove by my case 
book, I have denominated the disease 
“ dyspnoea spasm odica,” being unwilling, by 
Homing it spasmodic croup, to confound it 


6?9 

with an affection from which It is totally 
distinct. It it by this species of convulsion 
that I believe most children are carried off 
who die suddenly, often in the apparent 
enjoyment of perfect health. In one day, 
at the City Institution for Diseases of Chfl* 
dren, I saw three children expire before 
my free, apparently from impeded inspire* 
tiom arising from spasmodic closure or the 
rims glottidis. It is with this convulsion, 
I believe, that children me frequently at- 
tacked in the night, when placed to lib 
horizontally, with the head almost. envelop^ 
in downy pillows ; and tbe temporary relief 
conferred by medicine is often vaunted as 
the cure of a far more unmanageable com- 
plaint, tbe real croup. The following obser- 
vations, hastily written, may prove useful 
to those unacquainted with the diseases, and 
at least possess the merit of being founded 
on experience. 

The disease • generally occur* in rickety 
children, or in those children who have large 
heads compared with the size of the eheat, 
who have the bones of the cranium widely 
separate, with large and numerous vein* 
ramifying on the soAp; the disease is also 
common to the children of parents of irri- 
table temperament, although no peculiarity 
be evident in their organization or external 
conformation. 

The disease it moat frequent and most 
feud during the prevalence of northerly and 
easterly winds, the characteristic spasm 
being readily induced by any irritation of thu 
larynx, as incipient coughs ; the spaam, fre- 
quently, altogether subsides as tbe cataifM 
inflammation ascends along the windpipe, 
and terminates in the more diffused form d 
bronchitis ; the spasmodic attack is also rea- 
dily induced by a sudden and violent inspiw 
ration, as after crying or laughing ; by irri- 
tation of tbe epiglottis, as in swallowing 
medicine or food; by mental agitation; ok 
even, in bad cases, by sudden movement. 

The disease is remarkably fatal should It 
precede or accompany hooping-cough. I 
have bad many children under my care 
whose death, or recovery, I have prognos- 
ticated as entirely dependent on their being 
affected or not with hooping-cough. The 
disease Is generally fatal when It attacks 
children with imperfectly expanded or de- 
formed chests ; the prognosis most chiefly 
r be formed according either to the visible 
organisation of the child, or the predispeei* 
tion to irritation or inflammation of the ner- 
vous system inherited from the parent. I 
may illustrate the latter assertion by the 
following brief narrative -A woman, re* 
siding in one of the courts in Brshopsgatfe 
Street, brought to the City Institution two 

* I must apologise for the frequent repetition 
of the word *• disease.” I hare consulted accuracy 
rather than elegance of style. 
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children, the only survivors out of a family 
of eleven; nine had died in convulsions; 
the mother was affected with incurable ner- 
vous deafness, and the father with epileptic 
fits. By the strictest attention, and by 
.management hereafter to be detailed, the 
.elder of these two patients arrived at a more 
.advanced age than any other child of the 
family bad yet attained, and the general 
health of the younger appeared, for several 
.months, quite as good as that of most other 
.children born in London. The hopes of the 
parents were mticli excited, and in their 
joyful anticipations .1 was, scarcely listened 
to when I informed them, that all our anxiety 
and care would little avnil should the chil- 
dren be attacked ;with hooping-cough ; to 
be brief, both were attacked with hooping- 
cough 'and both died within twenty-four 
hours of each other. 

The disease is often present in a more or 
less violent degree during the whole period 
of dentition, or until the time that twenty 
teeth have made their , appearance. The 
disease, though unmarked by its more im- 
mediate and dangerous symptoms, difficult 
and striduloys inspiration, may still be re- 
cognised as present by a particular contor- 
tion of the extremities, especially of the 
1J PP er 9 Ihe hands being almost constantly 
twisted inwards, with the thumb doubled 
and pressed against- the palm ; the disease, 
therefore, will sometimes continue for more 
than two years, frequently commencing so 
insidiously as to he unnoticed till too late, 
and often continuing when, judging by the 
absence of the spasmodic dyspnoea, it is 
•aid to be subdued. I have known many 
instances of children being brought to the 
Institution, not as patients, but as compa- 
nions, in whom I have heard the slightest 
momentary sound characteristic of the com- 
plaint, the warping and audible note of im- 
minent peril, w hose danger I have in vain 
pointed out to the heedless parent, my pre- 
dictions being disregarded, till fatally con- 
firmed ; it does, indeed, occasionally occur, 
that the dipease will never proceed beyond 
.this degree of trivial and transient spasm. 
During each period of dentition the disease 
is in general more violent, and proves jnost 
fatal vplien the child is catting the anterior 
molares. In the greater number of cases I 
have found hut little difficulty in arresting 
the complaint when the child has been out*, 
ting the incisor teeth. 

. The spasmodic difficulty of breathing is 
generally preceded, for several days, by de- 
tective action of the liver, as indicated by 
constipation, by the high colour of the urine, 
and the whiteness of the intestinal evacua- 
tions. In most instances the tongue is foul, 
the membranes At the foutanelles tense and 
elevatid, the scalp hot,, the feet and hands 
cold. From the consideration of these symp- 


toms, principally, I deduce the rtiionaU of 
the treatment. 

I have only had the opportunity of ex- 
. mining three children, after death, from 
dyspnoea spasmodica ; in two of them there 
was evidence of arachnites in milky, opacity 
and serous effusion, both into the ventricles 
and beneath the arachnoid; in the third I 
could detect do morbid appearance iu any 
part. 

The essential symptom of the disease 
appears to depend on spasmodic closure, or 
constriction of the rima glottidia, resem- 
bling, though with shriller sound, the stri- 
dulous inspiration of hooping-cough, or the 
inspiration consequent upon food entering 
the larynx, or going the wrong way, ac- 
cording io the popular phrase. Sometimes 
the closure is so complete, that after expi- 
ration in coughing, crying, or laughing, the 
child is suddenty seized with violent con- 
vulsions, indicative of abortive attempts at 
inspiration ; not the slightest sound is aud- 
ible, and the patient dies in a few moments. 
The spasm is probably dependent on in- 
flammation or irritation of some part of the 
nervous system, such irritation, &c., being 
preceded (at Isaat in its obvious effects) by 
disorder of the digestive organs, especially 
by disorder of the hepatic functions, as shown 
by the evacuations, i may remark, en pas- 
sant , that most of the violent, fatal, and in- 
flammatory diseases of children are preceded 
by defective or disturbed action of the liver, 
I may mention the real croup, or, as Mason 
Good has pedantically termed it, a Empres- 
ma bronchlemnitis,” as an instance. 

The exciting coasts of thedisease, though 
not essential .to its existence when predis- 
posing causes powerfully exist, are, impro- 
per food, improper clothing, and cold bath- 
ing. That improper food is an exciting 
cause of this, as of many other diseases of 
children, is evident from the following cir- 
cumstances : the disease is common to chil- 
dren. brought up by hand, and to those chil- 
dren whose parents are iu the habit of gorg- 
ing them with thick indigestible food, with 
strengthening food, as they term it— bread 
and milk, for instance. Now in children 
brought up by hand, or incessantly distend- 
ed with indigestible food* the intestinal 
evacuations are frequently for a considerable 
period .unnaturally white, the tongue being 
foul, and covered, to a greater or lesser ex** 
tent, with a greenish or yellowish costing : 
then supervene, in some instances, perpetual 
vomiting, ceasing only when a quantity of 
green ; bile is passed wkh the faeces; in 
others, what are popularly termed the wa- 
tery gripes: in others, jaundice; and in 
others, predisposed to the affection, die pe- 
culiar species of convulsion characterized 
by spasmodic dyspnoea. In mentioning im- 
proper clothing as an exciting cause, I aU 
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Jude ter t^MbsaH; yt universal cotton, of 
exposing the arms, legs, and bosom of the 
delicate iafaat to a wintry atmosphere ; the 
growth of tbe animal body depends almost 
as much on warmth as that of tbe vegetable 
body, at will be evident from the effects of 
treatment presently to be described. An- 
other exciting cause is bathing or washing 
with cold water, by which unnatural pro- 
ceeding tbe body of the susceptible infant 
is chilled during the whole of the succeeding 
day ; spare clothing and cold bathing will 
induce rickets, or that particular affection of 
the system characterized by disproportionate 
growth of the cranial and abdominal viscera, 
and imperfect development of the osseous 
and muscular systems, such affection de- 
pending, as 1 believe, in great measure, on 
debility of the heart, that important organ 
being incapable of freely carrying on the 
circulation iu those parts of the body chilled 
by exposure to tbe air. 

Treatment of Dyspnoea Spasmodica . 

Immediate death may sometimes be pre- 
vented; by opening the jugular vein, whilst 
the child is struggling for inspiration ; an- 
other means I may mention, because in one 
case always successfully adopted by the 
mother, though questionable in its general 
propriety — that of immediately lifting up 
the child’s clothes, and putting it to sit on 
a cold marble hearth ; when the danger is 
less imminent, leeches must be applied to 
the temples ; it is often necessary in the 
first instance to apply them in considerable 
numbers; in renewing their application, 
however, we must be cautious of inducing 
debility ; by debility, irritability is increased, 
though its energy is diminished ; the fits, 
though less violent, will become more fre- 
quent. I consider leeches as temporary 
auxiliaries to more general measures. The 
ultimate and perfect recovery of the child 
will depend on the effects of active aperients, 
and oq the power they possess of rendering 
the tongue clean and moist ; calomel should 
be given every two or three hours, combined 
with very small doses of ipecacuanha or an- 
timony when the tongue is dry, or with 
jalap or scammony when the tongue is foul 
and slimy. The dose must be repeated at 
longer intervals as the disease subsides; 
powders possess this advantage, that they 
may be smeared on the tongue in currant 
jelly or treacle, without exciting irritation 
or consequent spasm. When the child will 
swallow readily, an aperient mixture may 
be administered alternately with the pow- 
ders, containing very small quantities of 
ipecacuanha and ammonia; sometimes the 
dreaded fit takes place directly the liquid 
is introduced into the mouth, either from 
choking or subsequent crying ; we must then 
depend entirely upon the powders. This 


medicinal treatmeotmnst often be continued 
for several weeks, tbe effect' being indi? 
cated, as I would affirm of almost all the 
diseases of children, by* tbe appearance of 
tbe tougue— » if beneficial, by its becoming 
moist and clean. When tbe tongue is in this 
favourable condition, when perfectly cleau 
and moist, then, and not till then, narcotics 
may be given in small doses, and of all nar- 
cotics, I consider the hemlock, in the form 
of extract, the best in these cases. When 
there is great irritability of tire nervous 
system, blisters, so often empirically and 
irrationally prescribed, are extremely dis- 
tressing, and often destructive to the pa? 
tient. Mustard poultices, or mustard baths, 
should be made use of to the feet, night and 
morning, the feet being afterwards wrapped 
up in flannel. Immersing the whole body in 
hot water is dangerous, as I have known a 
child die from the experiment. 

Lancing the gums, I have reason to 
think, is far less beneficial than is generally 
imagined. I never lance them in any case, 
unless the gum be prominent or tender, hav- 
ing seen much greater irritation induced by 
deep and ulcerated incisions, than was pre- 
viously occasioned by the invisible and 
questionable distension of the periosteum, 
or what might be termed the periodoateum. 

Not less important than the measures ten*, 
dered necessary by the presence of the dis- 
ease, a re those to be adopted in counteract- 
ing, as far as possible, the disposition to 
future attacks; the greatest attention must 
be paid to the state of the digestive organs as 
indicated by the tongue and the evacuations ; 
the parent should daily inspect the tongue, 
which will often, by a central streak of 
morbid deposition, or by foulness more 
deeply situate towards its base, give notice 
of the coming danger ; the urine at tbe same 
time is generally lessened* iu quantity, less 
frequently voided, and sensibly reddened, 
even when little change is discernible in the 
appearance of the faeces. The lightest food 
only roust be habitually giveu; the child 
should fast rather than feast, it being con- 
tinually remembered, that the fat and florid 
cheek so admired by the parent, is chiefly 
to be dreaded by the medical attendant. 
The child shohldbe clothed in a high dress f 
with long sleeves, wear long thick stockings 
in cold weather, and never have its bead 
sweltered in beaver or fur bonnets, a straw 
bat in all seasons is sufficient. When the 
feet are constantly cold, mustard baths to 
the feet should be made use of in tbe even- 
ing, flannel socks being put on for tlve flight, 
and worn during tbe day. When tire child 
is rickety, I have seen the greatest benefit 
derived from the use of salt-water baths at 
night, the child being immersed for two or 
three minutes, aud then gently rubbed “be- 
fore the fire, and put to bed between flannels 
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the elothifcg 6f the following day being 
equally warm and uniform, i could illus- 
trate the propriety of this management in 
the health of living instances, but -fear to 
encroach further upon your valuable pages. 
I shall merely generally state, that by this 
management I have known the limbs be- 
come uniformly warm, the Skin (once pale 
nerd flabby) firm and florid, the muscles 
large and efficient inaction, and the bones 
capable of tapporting without yielding their 
Incumbent 'weight: deformity will be ar- 
rested by position and regulated exercise, 
and Will be eventually rectified by the in- 
creasing energy of the constitution. 1 have 
seen, whilst the general health is improving, 
the aize of the head sensibly diminish, the 
bones gradually approaching to each other, 
as well as enlarging in size, till firmly united 
In one compact and continuous arch, when 
the danger of convulsions is almost past. 
That the size of the head does sometimes 
perceptibly diminish, was first pointed out 
to me by a woman who for several succes- 
sive weeks was obliged to draw in still 
more the strings of the child’s cap, in order 
to make it fit the wearer. 

Jan. n t 1831. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL* 

CLINICAL LECTURE 

DELIVERED BY 

Da. ELLIOTSON, 

Jan, 51, 1831. 


FsaroARoiTrs. 

Five cases were presented, Gentlemen, 
last week : one of pericarditis, one of St. 
Vitus's dance, ofle of universal paralysis be- 
low the neck, one of rheumatism, one of 
chronic gastritis. One patient died — an old 
woman, who had had chronic bronchitis for 
seversl years, and came in three or four 
days only before her death, almost in a 
dying state. Of those cases, that of peri - 
car&tit is the one to which I will first di- 
rect your attention. The case occurred in 
a man, aged 44, who had been ill, he said, 
two months. He ascribed his complaints 
to lying in a damp bed. I may mention 
here, that there is not a more dangerous 
thing in the world than for a person to lie 
in a damp bed. The late Dr. Heberden 
wrote a paper in the Transactions of the 
College of Physicians, to make people be- 
lieve that it was not so dangerous as had 
been represented, and brought forward a 
numbeTr of specious arguments in favour of 


hie opinion ; bctt I think the experience of 
all the world who hive beds is decidedly 
against him. How many persons do we 
not see lose the use of theit limbs — how 
many suffer severe inflammatory complaints, 
from the carelessness, I may sly wicked 
carelessness, of those who have the charge 
of beds at inns and lodgings ! This man’s 
illness is an illustration of the eflfectB of h 
damp bed. 

From the time that he lay in a damp bed 
he never could get himself warm, and in 
about a week acute pains in his limbs came 
on. In about three or four weeks these 
were succeeded by difficulty of breathing 
and palpitation. So that you observe not 
only the immediately injurious effects <tf 
the damp bed, but its effect in producing 
rheumatism ; and you see the further fact 
of the rheumatism being followed by dif- 
ficulty of breathing and palpitation.. H$ 
came here to be an oflt-patient, thinking be 
could have something given to hup-*-# little 
stuff as they say— a little something or 
other to do him good and get him well* 
But he was too 5 1 to be about; I fonqft 
his breathing very short, that he looked 
excessively ill, and that his pulse was irre- 
gular in force. 1 immediately applied the 
stethoscope to his chest, and Found that 
the heart Was beating rapidly, violently, 
and irregularly. He had not complained of 
his heart, but of his chest altogether. The 
left ventricle, however, was heating with a 
bellows-sound, and on pressing the cheat f 
found the whole of the cardiac region 
tender, and, indeed, the whole of the epi- 
gastrium was tender. The bellows-sound 
which I heard took place at the moment of 
the pulse, and it was heard loudest in the 
left half of the heart's region. Bat the 
whole of the heart beat with equal loudness 
and strength, and with an irregularity of 
force. It beat quite regularly with respect 
to time, hut the force of the different bears 
varied. I had him put immediately to bed. 
Now I consider this a decided case of peri r 
carditis, I believe that the usual signs of 
pericarditis are such as I have detailed them 
in the lectures which I have published, and 
in tolerable accordance with the relation of 
this man. 

“ Pain in the region of the heart, some- 
times severe and lancinating, generally dart- 
ing through to the left scapula, upwards to 
the left clavicle and shoulder, and down the 
arm a certain way, and, what is remarkable, 
rarely extending quite so far as the elbow. 
In this man tliere was pain in the region of 
the heart, but it was not very acute, not 
lancinating. But you must remember that 
the disease was only aubaculq, or aubchro- 
nic, whichever you choose : jit had existed 
tw o months. The pain did mot dart in any 
direction, either to the scapula or the ciovi- 
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nfeither <Rd ft extend dofra the arm ; but 
in really acute pericarditis, frequently yon 
aril) find It go through to the scapula, Up to 
th'e clavicle, and down the arm a certain way. 
It is m singular tiling, that if it does go 
down the arm, it Seldom reaches the felbow- 
joint. I hate said, ** I lately had a case iri 
which the paid extended down the forearm, 
but it did not quite reach the wVist/’ ** The 
pain/* I continue, ** is increased by press- 
ing forcibly upon, or between, thte ribs and 
cartilages over the heart/* That was the 
criae here ; ** and by pressing with the points 
of thd fingers upwards against the dia- 
phragm under the cartilages of the left ribs— 
frequently even bv pressing the epigastrium 
find left hypochonurium in the usual manner/* 
Here the pain was felt in pressing with the 
fingers forcibly Upon, Or between, the ribs 
and cartilages over the heart, and by press- 
ing with the points of the fingers upwards 
against the diaphragm under the cartilages 
of the left riba. “ The pain/’ I continue, 
a Is often increased on inspiration and by 
tying ofi the left side. I tbifik patients are 
usually easiest *on their back/* That was 
the case frith this man. 1 observed that 
be lay constantly upon his back. You will 
find it a general rule, io affections of the 
heart, that persons Sre much less easy on 
their left side, and that they all prefer lying 
either on tlieir back or on their right side. 
I presume the cause is, that when they lie 
on the left side, the heart being so much 
nearer the ribs, the tender pericardium is 
forcibly pressed^ or driven, against them ; and 
even if neither the pericardium nor heart be 
tender, the heart thumps so much the more 
Violently against the ribs, and a greater feel- 
ing of palpitation is experienced. It is s 
Comparatively rare thing for persons with a 
diseased heart to lie upon the left side. 
** The respiration,** I have Said, “ is rapid, 
but less so than in affections of the lungs ;'* 
here it was rapid. *• There is sometimes a 
cough, which is dry ;*’ I believe this man 
had a little dry cough. “ Nearly always 
palpitation, frequently violent, at least 
upon exertion ;'* this man had palpitation. 
** Sometimes, though more rarely, a dispo- 
sition to syncope this rtan felt sometimes 
faint, hut nothing more. M The pulse varies 
exceedingly ; it is necessarily quick, and 
often, but not always, small, in proportion 
t6 the heart*s action, and only sometimes 
intermittent and irregiilnr, neither is it 
always hard Or even full ;** here it was quick, 
not particularly small, nor was it full ; there 
was nothing to be noticed in the pulse but its 
Quickness aud the irregularity 6f the force of 
it’s beats; it was not intermittent. u The 
countenance is described as anxious and the 
features contracted ; but this, 1 imagine, 
happens only when the pain is acute, and is 
fcqoiily the case in pleuritls the man had 


anxiety of febtmfefeittce and shar p* # — of hi* 
features, but ohiy enough to- be accounted 
for by tbe difficulty of respiration and the 
pain. 

Then I have said respecting auscultation^ 
11 The whble heart is found acting more for- 
cibly, find with a clearer sound, than in 
health/* Here it acted more forcibly", and 
with rather a clearer sound. u Auscultation 
appears to me, however, of negative use* 
We do not discover tbe loud m*ratui-> bo# 
the sOnoroUs or sibiloua rattle of bronchitis; 
The crepitous rattle, or obscure respiratory 
murmur of pneumonia;** I should haV* 
frritten peripneumonia, “ nor the aegophony 
of pleuritic effusion. unless these diseases 
are combined frith tlie pericarditis-/* Tbe 
absence of these various symptoms led me 
to exclude so many affections, under the 
paiticnlar local symptoms, that the peri* 
carditis was the dnly one left. 11 Neither 
have we the partially excessive or defettive 
impulse or sound, or preternatural sounds 
of organic disease of tbe heart. In all on* 
combined cases, therefore, light is thrown 
on the disease.** There was here no par- 
tially excessive impulse or sound, nor was 
there any defective sound or impulse. The 
whole heart was equally excited. I think 
if you attend to the particular marks which 
I have now mentioned, particularly path' on 
pressure over the heart and under the ribs 
on tbe left side up agaifist the diaphfegm, 
you will rarely mistake s case of pericardi- 
tis. “ The diagnosis of pericarditis Is) how- 
ever/* I have said, “ thought by many to 
be extremely difficult. Laennec declares 
that he has frequently suspected it where it 
was not found, and round it where he bad 
not suspected it. By a close inquiry into the 
existence of kll the 'marks just mentioned, I 
confess tlie diagnosis has never appeared 
difficult to me.** 

** I would particularly lay atress upon the 
extension of the pain from the region of tbe 
heart to the scapula, shoulder, ana a certain 
way down the arm — symptoms which pa- 
tients will not always mention, unless ques- 
tioned respecting them ; and its increase on 
strong pressure upon or between the ribs and 
cartilages over the heart, and upwards under 
the cartilages of the left false ribs/* I have 
added, 44 These two points I do not remem- 
be'r to have seen mentioned any- where, and 
the others are not dwelt upon in some of the 
best books. In A adral’s Clinique Medicate * 
pain of the epigastrium is said to have oc- 
curred in some cases ; hut the qjoint ia not 
spoken of as if inquired into. In one case 
only is the extension of pain along the arm 
mentioned, and its extension even to thb 
shoulder, does not seem to have formed an 
object of inquiry/* 

Biit you will observe, that in this man, 
besides the symptoms which I hare here 
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given ofperfoatdjtisin general, there.wes a 
be How* -sound. ; This is now .and then. un- 
doubtedly beard in scute pericarditis* The 
pericarditis of this man, however, was not 
exactly scute ; it. had lasted two month* ; 
bow long, therefore, the bellows sound had 
existed* I cannot ted. In chronic pericar- 
ditis this is exceedingly common, because in 
chronic pericarditis the internal membrane 
often becomes affected, particularly at the 
valves, and particularly again at the mouth of 
the aorta, and therefore you have an.evi. 
deni reason for the hallo ws-sound ; im acute 
pericarditis this sound is rarely heard ; hut 
now and then you hear it. I have heard it 
in two or three cases within the. first few 
dpy* of the disease, hut in general, when I 
have heard it in saute pericarditis, the dis- 
ease was becoming, chronic, and the sound 
continued after the disease ceased. With the 
pericarditis there had been an inflammatory 
affection of tho internal membrane about the 
valves ; these had become diseased, and an 
organic affection of thehyartset up* so that 
it was not the pericarditis, but another cir- 
cumstance united with it that caused the 
sound. .. Where it, has begun in acute 
pericarditis, I have generally heard, as I 
baveiust now said, it continue after the pe- 
ricarditis was completely cured': and when 
an opportunity has been afforded of examin- 
ing a body under such circumstances, there 
has generally been found a disease of the 
valves causing obstruction,. or a disease of 
the substance of the heart so that the 
cavities were eularged and the openings 
had become relatively too small. But now 
and then it undoubtedly happens, that the 
hello ws-sound which is heard, ceases as you 
cure the pericarditis. In this man, as soon 
as he was well cupped, the bellows-sound 
ceased. I presume, that iu such cases tbe 
internal membrane of the heart is inflamed ; 
that thelining membrane of the heart within 
is inflamed, as well as the. pericardium with- 
out, aud, that being the, case, a spasmodic 
constriction takes place at one qf the open- 
ings of the heart. We know that where any 
canal , is inflamed, it is very liable to he 
thrown into a spasmodically constricted 
state. When the urethra, for instance, if 
inflamed, nothing is more common than 
constriction, such as to interrupt the fipw of 
the urine. When it is slight, it may be 
removed by immersing the penis in warm 
water ; if more severe, by putting tire pa- 
tient in a warm bath, bleeding, leeching, 
cupping, and purging. I imagine that some, 
thing of this kind occurs in the constriction 
of the mouth of the aorta, when the bellows- 
sound is heard in acutejpericarditis ; because 
that it is not essential to pericarditis, is proved 
by pericarditis occurring continually without 
it ; and it is proved slap by the frequent 
continuance oft) ouadlong after thepe- 


rioniditjs isoured- Ifc if ^erefbre, eply an 
incidental circumstance, and think, in ell 
probability seise* ,f{om tbft,ftfonn4 fUte of 
the lining membrane, ahpu^nmfith.of the 
aorta. • ... r • f , - 

I may remark,, , that in aU flaw in which 
1 have heard the beUows-sonnd during the 
acute disease, whether, it, has ceased with 
the disease, or coutinned afterwards, it has 
always been at the time of the .pulse* You 
will find, I believe, in nineteen. cases, out of 
twenty of the bellows, sound .under all cir- 
cumstances, that it; takes pi ace. at the time 
of the pulse ; th*t is jto say^either at the 
very moment, or ft a most mi note interval 
before it. It either takes piece at tf»o very 
moment of the pulse, or spues? iedt* t^gt ypu 

may say it is at .the same moment*,, Jt 4*kes 
place certainly w hen the ventricles, contract. 
This winter there must have been- seven, or 
eight or nine instances of bellow* sound 
among my patients, hqt in all i,t h**, taken, 
place at the moment oft the pulse. ; : jaotpne 
moment before the pub$,.aqd. decidedly JWt 
after the pulse. It is generaUy prpdjuced— 
I believe, it. is always, produced* bX. *n ob- 
struction, absolute or rt'lati.ve f ,apd : thgl ob- 
struction generally occurs ft. thp flpjpMth. of 
the aorta; that is, usually fro/ma&fljpqUy 
to the escape of the blood from ,tf»q Jgft; ven- 
tricle into the aorta. 

In the cafe of the woman wJio I said died 
of chronic bronchitis, besides the ^sonorous 
rattle all over the chest, and the great con- 
gestion of dark blood In the face an(| every- 
where else, there was abelloyrs-sound of the 
hea^t at the moment of the pulse, and loud- 
est in the situation of the left ventricle. I 
could discover nothing more about the heart 
than that; and it was eyideptly not disease 
of the heart that produced all t^e symptom*, 
but chronic bronchitis, which she bad had 
for many years, . and from which she had 
suffered very severely, this winter. , On 
opening the heart there was jdncidedly a 
constriction at the mouth of t]b e *pcta-~*uo 
thickening, hut at. the base of one of Jhe 
val ves a considerable iaai^ftioUt . a*$ , U*a 
valve altogether contracted ; so jthqt, up^pd 
of its base forming a segment, of a circle Sait 
should have done, it was quite s^ar- point- 
ed, and this occasioned a diifdnutjoDcvi tbe 
whole circumference of th? the 

aorta quite sufficient to eiplqip ?h^ 
sound. I have no doubt, tha^ fo(rjietWd M 
very minute examination, and froup . the 
want of comparative observation o£he^lp)y 
hearts, many persons , pass over; 
of a diminution of 

exists. Put I can conceive a dimiqujmft to 
take place without aoy tluckeping eg 
parts, without any] OKWe.dis^n^;!^- 
ever, and simply from a spib?n?c[|£ sC ^|. 
striction. As loog as irjjtguon. jU kept up 
by inflammation of. the intqfnal membrane, 
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at or about the valves, I conceive it wy 
possible tfatft a coMftrtotfan rflay decor* 

This ease“etortaittry Uffeids no instance of 
a bellows-sotrad hr subacute, or inbcbronic, 
or acuto-clironic pericarditis. As 1 Imre 
said, ftOtkhtgns Mote common tkah to hate 
the bellows sound ifc chronic pericarditis, 
for this form of the disease is the foundation 
of most diseases of tbe heart ; at least, they 
begin most frequently as the consequences 
of inflammation ; that inflammation exists 
generally also in the pericardium, so that pe- 
ricarditis is one of tbe earliest things which 
occur in diseases of tbe heart, and is cer- 
tainly the forerunner of most of structural 
affections of that organ. 

It has been known only of late years that 
rheumatism is c o n n e c t e d with disease of 
the heart. As far as 1 am aware, Dr. Pit- 
cairn, of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, first 
pointed Out the circumstance. He was a 
very timid man, though a very sound phy- 
sician— highly educated and informed, and 
never could be induced, I believe, to pub* 
lish on any subject, being unwilling, proba- 
bly, to have his opinions criticised and him- 
self laughed at and censured, as all persons 
must make up their minds to be who render 
themselves public characters. But though 
it was not published by himself, he men- 
tioned it to his friends, and a very early no- 
tice was given of it by Dr. Baillie in his 
Morbid Anatomy. Sir David Dundas, of 
Richmond, wrote a paper on the subject in 
the Medico - Chvrurgicu l Transaction * ; and, 
wjiat is very extraordinary, never made the 
slightest allusion to what had been written 
by Dr. Baillie and first pointed out by Dr. 
Pitcairn. Dr. Wells, of St. Thomas's Hos- 
pital, who, though considered a little proud 
and cross, was one of the most acute men 
that evmr lived (and his integrity, independ- 
ence of spirit, and honour, were equal to 
bis acutenefcs), remarks in a paper in the 
Transaction* of a society for the improve- 
ment of niedtdaFand surgical knowledge, and 
in which be bat given a great number of 
eases Ofthis description, that it is extremely 
difficult to suppose Sir David Dundas could 
have been ignorant of what had been writ- 
ten on the Subject in so popular a book as 
Dr. BaHliu's Morbid Anatomy. Sir David 
wrote with' all the air of noveky, and his 
paper was printed by the Council of the 
MpdfcO-Chlrurgrcal Society, though he bed 
not thfe slightest pretence to originality. 

At that time it was said merely that rhea* 
mutism was frequently followed by disease 
of thb heart. I believe the truth is, that 
rheumatism is frequently fallowed by, or 
joined, or accompanied from the first, by 
pericarditis. As fat as I have been able to 
observe, it is pericarditis which is first in- 
duced in most diseases of the heart. Peri* 
Iftrditt* being induced, mid the pericarditis 


continuing, all other diseases of the- heart 
follow. If you look into the eases of dis- 
eases of the heart, which have been pro- 
duced by, or rather have followed, rlteuma*. 
tism,you wilt find I think* in almost every one, 
that there have been marks of inflammation 
of the pericardium. They hoye all seemed 
to begin rn this way ; and where there baa. 
been no dissectiou, the history of the cases 
has shown that the first symptoms were, 
those of pericarditis. And certainly, as to 
ray own experience, all the diseases of the 
heart which I have been able to see as the 
cooseqnences of rheumatism, have been de- 
cidedly pericarditis in tbe first instance. 
The cases that I see at the very first are all. 
pericarditis. 1 believe it is an inflammatory 
state of the pericardium which is induced ;• 
and when that is inflamed (just as is the 
course with inflammation in any other part), 
every kind of organic disease will follow. 

The disease is called pericarditis, whether 
it affects the parietal portion of the mem- 
braoe or that portion which closely invests 
tbe heart. Perhaps if we were to follow 
the analogy of the names of inflammations 
in the abdomeo, we should call tlie one car- 
ditis and the other pericarditis . If that por- 
tion of the peritoneum is inflamed which 
covers the liver, we do not call h peritonitis 
but hepatitis. It is only when the inflamma- 
tion sfiectsthatpartof the peritoneum which 
is loose, that we call it peritonitis ; there- 
fore, whenever the close portion of the peri- 
cardium is inflamed we might call it carditis* 

| But in speaking of it I have generally used 
the tetm as other authors have done, apply- 
ing the name pericarditis to inflammation of 
the pericardium wherever situated; and. 
carditis to inflammation of the substance of 
the heart. This too is analogous. to the 
names of the inflammations of the pleura; 
for if tbe pulmonary pleura is inflamed, we 
do not call the disease inflammation of the- 
lungs; but still pleuritis. The same custom 
prevails in regard to the arachnoid. 

Inflammation of the substance of the heart 
itself, as an acute disease, is a rare thing. I 
have never myself seen it. You will find a 
case mentioned by Mr. Stanley, of St. Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital, in a paper in the Med. 
Chir. Trans., in which the substance of the 
heart, however, had been inflamed as well 
as the pericardium. Iu that case pericarditis 
had taken place, together with rheumatism 
of sn extremity. The pericardium became 
inflamed, and contained several dunces of 
turbid fluid with flukes of lymph. It was 
covered in various situations with a reticu- 
lated layer of lymph. The substance of the 
heart was almost bluek with congested blood 
—very soft and studded with little collec-* 
tions of pus. Nothing could be more clear 
than that this was inflammation of the sub- 
stance of the organ, for extreme acute in- 
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flamtfcatloA i»4»the effect ofaofaeafng parts, 
and producing pul. Two or three ether 
M are on record, bat k I* comparatively 
amredlSeuse. 

• TYeatment . — As regards the treatment of 
this case.it was no more than that of inflam- 
mation. of auy other part— the means, how- 
ever, being directed to the heart itself— to the 
■eat of inflammation. The man was imme- 
diately cupped to twenty ounces over the 
region of the heart. The relief was almost 
instantaneous ; the next day the heart beat 
Teas violently ; his breath was less short ; 
the pulse was more regular in force — he was 
altogether better; there was no bellows 
sound. 

I think I have generally observed that 
teoal bleeding in these affections is better 
than general bleeding. It must, however, 
be a local bleeding equal in quantity to what 
would be a general bleeding ; a few leeches 
would bO nothing. By local bleeding I do 
tfotmeahto say, therefore, a trifling bleeding, 
but as great as you would perform in the 
atm, only performed locally. The man in 
question was therefore cupped to twenty 
Ounces. 1 think the result of the local 
bleeding frt>m the region of the heart itself 
(I will not be certain, but I think so) in 
these cases is very much superior to general 
bleeding. Although this man was so ill, he 
in this way got perfectly well in a short time. 
I gave him From the moment of the cupping, 
five grains Of calomel three times a day. 
The next day liis mouth was, he thought, a 
Httle tender, so that the calomel was then 
given him only twice a day. It was con- 
tinued for three br four days and then en- 
tirely omitted ; bis mouth became rather 
more sore — there was a decided mercurial 
effect on the constitution, and no relapse of 
the disease took place. 

The disease here, therefore, was subdued 
by the free local bleeding ; and, as I have 
dfien said before, no Inference can be drawn 
from any one case as to the good effect of 
mercary, unless the symptoms instantly 
remit when the mouth becomes sore— if there 
h not that simultaneous occurrence of the 
tender moath and remission of the symp- 
toms, of course we are not justified in any 
one case in saying the mercury did any good ; 
it is only from a series of cases treated with 
it, compared with a series of cases not treat- 
ed with it, that on inference can be drawn. 
However, this, man did perfectly well. If 
the bleeding relieved him at first, it is to be 
remembered that no subsequent aggravation 
dr relapse took place. He was of course 
put entirely on slops ; be bad gruel, tea, 
barley-water, and toast and water, allowed 
bim for five days. At the end of that time 
a little milk Was added to his diet. The 
tenderness of the epigastrium went quite 
tf**y~>the tenderness over the heart was 


rdmdved. The phlse bedfett# tatiitta! Ifi 
strength and forfle ) thebeH6ws s6uhd ceased 
for good ; so that I must suppose fbe don- 
sttiction here which impeded the blood arose 
from inflammation. He was admitted on the 
6th of January; on the f th‘ I could hear 
no bellows sound, and from that time after- 
wards as often as I listened 1 never could de- 
tect the sound again. This was a very satis* 
factory case. The man went awfty en (he 
27th of January (of course £ bad kept bim 
till he recovered his strength) , be went away 
then perfectly well and at his own desire. 

When persons, however, have once bud 
this complaint, if they are exposed to eoht 
they are very liable to have it again, just as 
it is with rheumatism Or any inflammation of 
any other part. It ia therefore requisite 
that you should tell the patient that it is 
necessary for him to take great care to avoid 
cold, and for a length of time to avoid much 
exercise. But though the medical man 
cures the disease thoroughly, he, of noune, 
can have no control over the Subsequent 
conduct of the patient, and if the disease 
occurs again in the same individual from a 
subsequent cause, that can be no discredit 
to the practitioner or to his art. 

st. vitus’s dance. 

The next cose, Gentlemen, td Which I 
beg leave to direct yonr attention, ia that 
of St. fetus's Dance* I last week stated 
that I had cured a patient who had had the 
disease two years ; that patient was a girl, 
this a boy. The disease occurs much more 
frequently in girls than in boys. The pro- 
portion of girls to boys who labour under it 
is very great. Dr. Heberden says, that, iu 
his experience, of the patients who had this 
disease^ a Quarter only were males ; three- 
fourths were females. I made a calculation 
from my own experience of cases of this 
sort during six yeafs in this hospital, tad I 
found the proportion about (he Saute as that 
given by Heberden. In the course of that 
time I had twenty *two females with the dis- 
ease and but eight males. This is the oppo- 
site to what occurs in epilepsy ; vcm will 
find the greater proportion of persons Who 
have epilepsy are males. 

The boy was fourteen years of age. Yta 
will find the greater number of individuals 
who have St. Vitus’s dance are between six 
or seven years of age and pexhapa sixteen 
or seventeen ; it is about the period of pu- 
berty, and some years before, that tbisr dis- 
ease ia the most prevalent ; this boy had it 
also three years ago. Ydu will find tbs 
recurrence Of the disease very courts otr. I 
have frequently Been persona who have had 
the disease two or evfen three times.' T think 
that 1 have observed the recurreuce^tor take 
place mure frequently In the taring than at 
any other time, Ttive ntntiMiflfa, Dial hi 
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bad no ot her symptom than that of Si. 
Vitus's xleace, excepting a iittla fatuity of 
look ana mind. It Is vary oommoa in thin 
disease far children to look n little fatuitous, 
and to bo ao, I believe » but a a the disease is 
cured, ihia etate of the countenaaoe usually 
gives way. Nothing is more common than 
to find no other symptom than St. Vitus’s 
dance present. In epilepsy you continually 
have headach, giddiness, and a variety of 
symptoms of that kind. In many diseases 
of the nervous system you have constipation, 
or tenderness of the abdomen, congestion, 
and so on, but in St. Vitus’s dance very 
generally no such thing. Children have 
their bowels regular ; they have no diar- 
rhoea— -of course they will sometimes have 
that from accidental causes, or be costive*— 
end sometimes have fulneea about the head, 
but none of these are essential to the disease. 

Symptoma.— With regard to the symp- 
toms in this boy, be wee more or less in 
constant motion ; he could not walk straight, 
continually twisting himself from one side 
to the other \ his arms would fly about in 
•very direction, aud he would make such 
feces, and so wriggle hie head, while you 
were looking at him, at almost to make you 
laugh ; he waa in perpetual motiou. This is 
the ehsraeter of the disease. Catching of 
the fingers, twitching of the head, corruga- 
tions of the brow, and coavukions of all the 
muscles of the face ; extensive flexions, ex- 
tensions, and rotations of the limbs ; perpe- 
tual motion j e rolling also of the eyes, and 
as the patient walks, you will generally see 
one foot dragged after him ; such catohing 
of (he tongue continually and muscles of the 
mouth, that speech end deglutition are dif- 
ficult. This boy could not only not hold his 
head still, but he could not speak for a con- 
siderable time after coming into the hospital 
with any distinctness. In severe cases they 
cannot lie in bed, and in still severer cases 
the convulsions continue during sleep, but 
generally they cease when the individual 
falls asleep. The will has some little power 
over the motions ; and it appears there is a 
strong inclination to those different motions, 
which the patient cannot easily resist, and 
which he finds some pleasure in giving 
way to. At any rate, for a moment, if vou 
give them some strong inducement, they 
can arrest the motions, though only for a 
moment. If they are at oil frightened the 
irritability is increased, and the motions be- 
come very much aggravated. You will fre- 
quently observe that one side of the body is 
affected much more than the otlier, as in 
many nervous diseases. Sometimes the dis- 
ease is almost confined to one side. Yon 
will very frequently find, that if yon seise 
one arm and nold it still, the other will be 
the more agitated ; the same with the legs, 
find with a leg and an arm. 


. Tba duration of the disease Is eery va- 
rious, sad if left to itself will ne doubt 
generally cease, bat frequently not for a 
very long period. The girl spoken of last 
week had had it two years ; this boy, how- 
ever, only a month. 

Treatments In regard to the treatment, 
the boy took at his admission two drachms 
of the subcarbonate of iron every six hears. 
He never took any other medicine. After 
he had been ia some time, as the disease 
did not go nway with great rapidity, I in- 
creased the dose to half an ounce every sig 
hours; but if tbe two drachma had been 
effecting all that was neoeasary I should of 
conrae not have given him more. It was 
given him mixed with double its weight of 
treacle, and no aperient medicine at all was 
required. His diet was thst of the bouse ; 
there was no reason to lower his diet, for 
there was no sign of fulness of tbe abdomen, 
no tenderness of the abdomen, no fulneea of 
the head, nor headach, except what chil- 
dren may accidentally have from time to 
time ; nothing to make me lower his diet ; 
indeed he was a spare little ebap. Under 
that one prescription he got well, just as 
tbe roan with Derioarditis got well with oos 
prescription or another kind. 

I have had now many dozens of eases of 
St. Vitus’s dance, which have been all cured 
by this one remedy. There are other re- 
medies which are exceedingly useful in the 
disease, and will cure it, but I think, com- 

E ared with all others, this will cure the 
irgest number within a given time. I have 
not yet had a case in which I have failed 
with it; I mean to say, a case which has 
existed for only a few months, and occur- 
red in a very young person, and been pretty 
general. The disease will sometimes affect 
only the head, or one particular limb in 
adults, and continue foT life in spite of every- 
thing. It will sometimes be general too in 
adults, and continue for life, but it is then 
usually united with some other nervous af- 
fections, perhaps with insanity or epilepsy, 

I Except in tbe partial form of the disease, 
and when it is united with other disease of 
the nervous system, you may cure it, I am 
convinced, almost always with the subcar- 
bonate of iron. 

There is a great difference as to tbe time 
ia which the remedy will cure it. You may 
in general cure it in from one to two months ; 
but I have found it sometimes necessary to 
continue the. remedy for twelve weeks be- 
fore the disease gave way, but then it 
yielded. A person should not at all be dis- 
couraged, if he has to continue it for many 
weeks ; and it would be wrong to say the 
remedy hod failed, unless in an obstinate 
case it had been continued for three months. 
However, if I found the case waa not yield- 
ing to the remedy so qoicMy no 1 soutd 
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wish, aad yet I was giving it in full doses, 
I should have recourse to other remedies at 
the same time. As the power of the remedy 
is now well established, and the power of 
other remedies is also well established, it 
would not be absurd to bare recourse simul- 
taneously to several remedies, if that used 
was not answering the purpose with suffi- 
cient quickness, so that there might be no 
impropriety in having recourse, at the 
same time, to the cold shower-bath and 
electricity. 

The sulphate of sine has great power over 
the disease, and will cure a great many 
cases. 1 Would only say with respect to it, 
that in whatever disease it is given, it re- 

S uires to be gradually increased from a grain 
iree or four times a day upwards, apd you 
will be surprised to find how many grains 
tome persons will take without nausea. I 
should certainly, if I gave the sulphate of 
zinc, increase the dose as long as I found it 
did not produce nausea. 

, With respect to the bowels, I paid no 
attention to them in this case. Undoubt- 
edly they were open every dsy ; and had 
they not been so without aperients, 1 should 
have looked to it. That these cases will 
get well under purging, I think there is no 
doubt ; but I hare had a great number of 
caaes brought to the hospital, of patients, 
who had been briskly and long purged, with- 
out having beeu at all better, and some had 
even grown worse by it, through the in- 
creased debility and irritability, and in 
which the disease gave way to touics. I 
believe in this hospital, iron used to be re- 
commended as the best remedy, long ago by 
pld Meade. 

I should state, that the subcarbonate of 
iron, if given in gruel or in mucilage, would 
generally constipate the bowels, but it is 
most likely that the treacle which is given 
with it here, counteracts that effect. Trea- 
cle is no aperient, and if taken alone in the 
doses I give of it, would often produce 
diarrhoea; but being mixed with the car 
bonate of iron, it has not that effect. One 
might fear that the sulphate of zinc would 
Constipate, being a powerful astringent — it 
is one of the most powerful astringents we 
have, but it does not produce constipation. 
I have frequently given from ten to twenty 
grains three times a day iu epilepsy, chorea, 
etc., without the slightest constipating effect 
'J’li ere is a form of this disease which I 
myself have never seen, but which is very 
extraordinary ; and gentlemen will recollect 
that I gave a full account of it in my general 
lectures on the practice of mediciue. It is 
s form of the disease where persons are 
seized with a violent impulse to regular mo- 
tions. Here, in common chorea, the im- 
pulse is to irregular motions, but in the 
other the movements are regular, so that 


patients have fits of dancing for hours toga* 
ther (some say for days) till they can re- 
main upright no longer, and down they go. 
Some have fits of running ; they will run 
from their house straight forward, till they 
reach a particular place fixed in their mind, 
and then drop down exhausted ; others will 
be seized with whirling round, and pirou- 
ette admirably, so that women, who have 
never been taught to dance, will be seen 
dancing in the most, graceful manner. That 
this is true, there can be no .doubt* Mr. 
Kinder Wood has given the description of 
a recent case of . this sort in the Medico- 
Chirurgical Transactions . The name was 
originally given to the disease from . this 
circumstance. Chorea t 1 need not .tell you, 
signifies a dance ; and the disease was first 
particularly noticed in some women in Ger- 
many, who were seized with fits «f dancing , 
and who went to the chapel of St. Vitus, 
ueur Ulm, and there danced till they were 
cured. “ Chorus Sancti Viti, or St. Vitus’s 
dance,'* says Burton, in his Anatomy of 
Melancholy, that everlasting source of amuse- 
ment, “ the lascivious dance, Paracelsus 
calls it, because they that are taken with it, 
can do nothing but dance till they be. dead 
or cured. It is so called, for that the par- 
ties so troubled were wont to go to St. Vitas 
for help, and after they had dapped there 
awhile, they were certainly freed. It ia 
strange to hear how long thev will dance, aed 
in . what manner, over stools, forma, tables. 
Even great- bellied women sonietimes (and 
yet never hurt their children) will dance so 
long, that they can stir neither hand nor 
foot, but seem to he quite dead. One ia 
red clothes they cannot abide ; music, above 
all things, they love, and therefore magi- 
strates in Germany wBl hire musicians to 
play to them, and some lusty sturdy com- 
panions to dance with them. This disease 
hath been very common in Germany, as ap- 
pears by those relations of Sbenkius, and 
Paracelsus, in his book of madness, who 
brt£g how many persons he cured of it. 
Felix Plater reports of a woman in Basil 
whom he saw, that danced a * whole 
moueth.’” 

Now if these cases bad been described 
only in old books, we might have toned 
from them with ridicule. , But a great num- 
ber of things in old books 1 believe are per- 
fectly true, and it is only the explanation 
that ia given which is ridiculous. You witt 
find a case related by Dr. Watt, a moot re- 
spectable roan, in the fifth volume of the 
Medico- Chirurgical Transactions- l Tb« pa- 
tient, a woman, had various morions at va- 
rious times. She would roll over fifty or 
sixty times in a minute, and sometimes 
would be seized with a violent tetanic ri- 
gidity, all the time being perfectly con- 
scious. You wil( find, as I just said, a caan 
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in the time Transactions by Mr. Kinder 
Wood, in the seventh volume. Tbe patient 
hero also was a female. Most queer cases 
happen in women. She danced with grace, 
and was delighted with music. When a 
dram was beaten, she danced up to it as close 
as possible* and yet (as I believe I also 
mentioned) she never before bad learnt to 
dance in her life. This woman would also 
take great pleasure in darting her finger into 
a hole in a screen, or upwards against a 
given part of the ceiling. She would some* 
times kneel down with her hands behind 
her/ spring up suddenly, aud strike the 
ceiling with her hand, so that her friends 
were obliged to remove all the nails from 
the ceiling of the cottage (she was a poor 
cottager), lest her'hand should bo lacerated. 
It was observed, too, in her case, that there 
was m great fondness for music. exactly like 
what Burton has noticed. In her it was ob- 
served that a tune was to be heard breathed 
from her mouth, if persons stood near her; 
they therefore got a drum and beat it. at 
which she was delighted beyond measure ; 
and it was by perverting her musical ideas, 
that her disease was put a stop to. They 
fdund that if they beat out of time slie in- 
stantly stopped. They found that if, in- 
stead of beating a tune,' they beat a con- 
tinued roll, it had the same effect. Now I 
presume tbafhll these phenomena are effects 
of irritation of certain parts of the brain 
pnly, and as I think every part of the brain 
has its own particular purpose, I cannot 
•but think these effects are explained by 
certain individual parts of the brain, destined 
for individual functions, being under a vio- 
lent state of excitement in these affections. 
Great light has been thrown on the subject 
by Magendie, who, by cutting a certain part 
of the brain of ah animal, found the animal 
Vtt seized with a fit of rolling. I recollect 
myself seeing him diride a certain part of 
the brain of a rabbit, and it immediately 
rolled round and round till it got to the 
end of the table and fell off. On cutting 
another part of tbe brain of another animal, 
it darted forth, and made the greatest pos- 
sible effort to proceed, extending its head 
and paws, and taking the attitude of pro- 
gression. In some cases it has been ob- 
served that persons with an affection of the 
brain had a violent desire to run forward, 
others to run backward. 

* II i 

HAMAT£M£8I8. 

. Respecting the otliej cases that were pre- 
sented, I shall not detain you by detailing 
them, for they, are comparatively of little 
importance. One was a case of haem ate me sis 
in a female, as mostfrequently happens, and 
in whom the menstruation was suppressed. 

No. 390# 


Very frequently a suppression of the men- 
struation is not the cailse but tbe effect of 
disease. If a woman become very ill, the 
menstruation is put a stop to, but women 
ascribe all their complaints to that suppres- 
sion. ■ 

The c a8e of rheumatism I need not say 
any -thing about. • 

As to the universal paralysis, if the case 
coaid haVe been cured, success must have 
been slow^-it would have required a year or 
two, but he longed to return home, and went 
out as he came in. 


OLANBERS. 

I will take this opportunity of metllifitl* 
rng that I have received a letter from a gen- 
tleman respecting the treatment of glaftdferft 
in horses. In consequence of being honour- 
ed (and I do consider it a great honour) 
with the publication of these lectures, I re- 
ceive continually a great uumber of letters, 
most of them — all of them, I am hhppy to 
say, in the highest degree friendly. I have 
among others received one from a gentleman 
of the name of Pedduck, but whom I have 
not the honour of knowing, who says that in 
consequence of the case I hare published on 
glauders in the human subject, he thinks it 
right to give me the information which bia 
note contains; and I may as well take this 
opportunity of giving it publicity as any 
other, by. reading the letter. It is as fol- 
lows : — 

“ Dear Sir, — Your very excellent paper 
on glanders in the human subject, published 
in the Med, Chirur, Tmns.y of which an 
analysis is given in the Med, CAtm/v Rev., 
has called to my remembrance a remedy, 
mentioned to me by the veterinary surgeon 
oS the 13th Regiment L. G. at Canterbury, 
in 1820, for the cure of glanders in horses. 
It consisted simply of Venice turpentine 
diffused in steam. The mode of application 
was by putting a quantity of scalded bran, 
mixed with Venice turpentine, into a horse- 
hair bag, and tying it over . the horse's bead, 
wrapping his whole body at the same time 
in a large blanket, wrung out of boiling 
water, and covering him with several horse- 
cloths. This threw him into a profuse 
sweat, promoted free discharge from the 
frontal sihuseB and nostrilB, and the hbaling 
of the ulcerations. A cure was the conse- 

uence of this plan of treatment continued 

aily, when the booies had not already be- 
come carious. 

“ Having myself employed the general 
vapour-batli, with terebinthinate medica- 
tions, in many cases of malignant sores, both 
in private and dispensary practice, with suc- 
cess, you will pardon me for recommending 
to you a trial of the same remedy, in the 
event of mdre cases of glauders in the ha« 

YY 
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I W subject presenting themselves to your 
notice, 

“ I hare the honour to be, dev air, 

“ Your faithful fervent, 

“ H. P&dduck, M.D.” 

Of course I know nothing at all of the ac- 
curacy of these observations any more in- 
deed than the gentleman. It is right that 
atfth a thing should be made public, more 
especially at this moment, when the in- 
halation of various substances is undergoing 
the test of experiment. I myself am trying 
the inhalation of iodine end chlorine to 
phthisis; I cannot cure phthisis; I shall 
therefore put to the test any-thing that I 
hear of from a respectable source, or which 
appears in itself plausible. I have persons 
inhaling iodine \ apd when a sufficient num- 
ber have tried it, so that I can draw any 
conclusion from the cases, I shall, of course, 
lay the result before the public. 


The cases admitted since the last lecture 
were seven. Two of secondary ayphiha, 
and one of inflammatory dropsy, among toe 
women; two of rheumatism, one of hemi- 
plegia, and one of neuralgia of the leg, 
among the menu 


THE LANCET. 

JLmdm, Saturday, Ftb. 19, 1851. 


The Hunterian Oration was delivered 
In tike College of Surgeons by Mr. Anthony 
'White, on Monday last. The theatre was 
overflowing, and there were numerous visit- 
ors of distinction. Mr. Headington, the 
^President of the year, was absent, from 
illness, and Mr. Keats endeavoured to 
All the chair in bia stead. Of the ora- 
tion it is unnecessary to speak, as it 
Was a performance which, in truth, not 
only defies, but ia utterly beneath,, criti- 
cism. There wen, however, some pro- 
ceedings before and after this ceremony 
which we think will be deemed of the 
highest importance, not only as they relate 
to the dignity of the profession generally, 
but to the prerogatives of the members of 
the College in particular. The latter gen- 
ti$$aes, % top first timeift tos toW« of 


theii own College, pressed the emuidera- 
cion of a professional sbuse upon the atten- 
tion of .the President and Council. An ac- 
curate report of the proceedings will be 
found in another part of our Journal. If 
the stigma under which naval surgeons and 
assistant- surgeons now suffer be not re- 
moved, and that almost instantly, the fault 
will rest with the Presideat and Council of 
our College, whose influence at head-qnar- 
ters ia almost irresistible, from the close 
manner in which several of them are officially 
connected with the Court. 


Mr. Amos, the half-occupier of the chair 
of medical jurisprudence in the University 
of London, has found an able coadjutor in 
tiie person of Dr. Anthony Toqd Thom- 
son. If wo felt diapoeed to be bypereritw 
cal, the Doctor’s brief introductory lecture 
would furnish materials for a commentary 
which might run through two er three entire 
numbers of this Journal. His materials are 
altogether crude aud undigested, end tire- ar- 
ranged in tiie very worst manner; and the 
language in which he has endeavoured to con- 
vey his opinions to his hearers and! to his 
readers is truly execrable. Reprehensible 
and disgusting, however,, as are these de- 
fects of matter and of manner, the spirit in 
which Ibis lecture is sent forth to the pub- 
lic is, in our opinion, still more despicable ; 
for it is dedicated to the Hags of Rhubarb 
Hall, end, avowedly, because those bel- 
dames have raised their wand to drive tiie 
pupils from their portals, unless the candi- 
dates for to* license present themselves 
with certain costly insignia entitled •« cer- 
tificates.” The following ia a verbatim 
copy of the dedication. How the unfortu- 
nate writer must have cud gelled , his brains, 
before be delivered himself of such s piece 
of composition 1 He must literally have 
beaten them tq pap ! _ Now, gentle lender, 
yov 
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"To die Worshipful Company of Apo- 
thecaries, teho, by rendering imperative the 
study of medical jurisprudence, and by de- 
manding scientific qualifications from the 
candidates for if# license, has j ustlyj merit- 
ed the gratitude of the medical profession 
and of the public, this lecture is inscribed 
by the author/* 

A complete rope of sand, no two atoms 
bearing towards oath other the slightest 
affinity. The Worshipful Hags hate not 
41 tendered imperative ” the study of me- 
dical jurisprudence ; but they hate, agree- 
ably With their Constantly ■'displayed spirit 
of exaction, declared in feeif regulation*, 
that students, after a Certain period, must 
produee csitfincATts ef attendance upon 
lectures On medical jurisprudence. And 
this Constitutes a very Wide distinctiott, Dr. 
ArrtfKt Nt Todd. If the Society had re- 
quired that students Should display in their 
examinations almowfedge of those subjects 
Which arc usually comprehended under the 
des?gfcitiOU Of medical jurisprudence, We 
should hard been tbe last to bare com- 
plained of their conduct, or to hare con- 
demned Dr. Thomson for String Stated 
that such a body justly merited the ** grati- 
tude ” of the medical profession. It is the 
certificate system, howerer, which We always 
hire condemned, and which we always shall 
condemn; for it imposes Upon fee student 
the necessity ef yielding to a barefaced and 
unqualified practice of extortion. There 
can be no objection to the Society’s re- 
quiring from fee candidate for the license, 
proofs of " scientific qualifications ; >y but it 
Id objectionable, highly objectionable, and 
dishonest too, tb compel the student to lay 
out a certain sum of money in the purchase 
of worthless pieces Of paper, and to require 
ef Kim in addition, that he make those puf- 
dbases in particular places, and from parti- 
enfer'iftdfridutds: Here it is (bit we find tbe 
powerful and selfish spring wMchbas moved 
F>r Awrnowv Tobn to anter&iW such a feel- 
b*g of **griirifteds ** towards fee extortionate 
Mugs* hi fee popMbm ef fee GempaWy 


issued previously to 1827# there wet the 
following 

“No testimonials of attendance on lec- 
tures on fee principles and practice of medi- 
cine, delivered in London, or within seven 
miles thereof, will render a candidate eligi- 
ble for examination, unless such lecture's 
were given, and tbe testimonial 2d sighed, by 
a Fellow, Candidate , or Licentiate, of tub 
Royal Coll tot enr Physicians.” 

And towards tbe conclusion of the regula- 
tions ef the Company, issued in September 
1828, we find fee following paragraph : — - 

“ Students are enjoined to observe feat 
after tbe 1st of November, 1828, these cer- 
tificates, so filled up, will be required from 
candidates for examination. Auer fee same 
day no other testimonials of attendance oh 
lectures and medical practice wHI be ad- 
mitted, except such as bear the seed Of a 
university or college# and the signature of 
an officer belonging to such university «f 
college, whose duty it is to sign certificates 
of attendance on fee lectures' given therein : 
of such other certificates as have heretofore 
been received, if tbe same were obtained 
prior to fee 1st of February# 1828.” 

Yes! It wae necessary the certificate* 
should beer fee seal of a umiOersity <n col- 
lege, if the lectures were delivered ia Low- 
eon, or within seven miles thereof# if the 
certificates were not granted by FoHo ws or 
Licentiates of tbe Royal College of Phy- 
stoians. 

Here# then, we discover fee cause, es the 
probable cause, of Dr. Thomson's “ grati- 
tude ” to the Worshipful Company; Tho doc- 
tor wad neither fellow nor Hecntiate of the 
College when he was elected tea professor’s 
oharr in fee University ef London Heaea 
his certificates weald have been prohibited 
had it not beds for the exception ns favedr 
ef the seal of a university. That this ckate 
Was Written purposely to fevomr fee medical 
professors of the London University, them 
cannot bar fee least doubt, SweS fears waS no 
•deb reservation previous to the amotion of 
fee University la QowendKfedb Led «h 
not be misunderstood. We condemn net 
fee ******* of prMlegd frioftatid to Df. 

YYJ 
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Thomson and other gentlemen, who, from 
deficiency in Latinity, thought it prudent to 
refrain from applying for the license sold in 
Pall-Mall East ; but we do condemn, and 
"bitterly too, the regulation which restricted 
the delivery of lectures in London, and 
within seven miles thereof, to the fellows, 
candidates, and licentiates of the College ; 
and equally reprehensible do we consider 
the conduct of that man, be he who be may, 
who, because an exemption has been made 
in his favour in the operation of a base and 
infamous law, would have the world believe 
that his heart is overflowing with gratitude 
towards his despicable benefactors, for pre- 
tended advantages conferred upon the com- 
munity at large. 

Without going further into the subject of 
abuses connected with the government of 
the Apothecaries' Company, we may be 
allowed to ask why that body has made a 
special enactment in favour of the fellows 
and licentiates of the Royal College of 
Physicians. For, as we have already shown, 
certificates of certain lectures delivered in 
London, and within seven miles, are not 
deemed eligible by the Worshipful Court of 
Examiners, if those certificates do not bear 
the signatures of fellows or licentiates. If 
n surgeon, for example, be a thousand times 
more competent to lecture on the . princi- 
ples and practice of medicine than those 
personages, yet this resolution prohibits 
him from exercising his talents for the 
benefit of medical students, and for the 
welfare of the community. The same re- 
mark applies to graduates of the Edinburgh 
College of Physicians, of the Dublin Col- 
lege, and of the continental universities. 
Certificates of lectures on the principles and 
practice of medicine are not acceptable to 
the sight of the Hags, if those lectures be 
delivered in London, or within seven miles, 
unless the 4 * certificates” be signed by 
fellows or licentiates of the Royal College 
of. Physicians in London. This is a com- 
pany! is it* to be lauded by a .professor of the 


University of London ? In troth, the miser- 
able Hags, acting always upon the princi- 
ples of their trade, carry ou their traffic iu 
what they have the impudence to denomi- 
nate medical knowledge, in the very worst 
spirit of the vilest monopoly corporation of 
retail traders. If the student challenge an 
examination, why should he be required to 
show that he has expended a certain sum 
of money? What connexion is there be- 
tween wealth and knowledge ? .And, fur- 
ther, why should he be compelled to pro- 
duce a “ certificate” to show that he has 
acquired his information from one particular 
class of persons 1 If he be well grounded 
in all the elements of hia profession — be 
qualified to undergo an exunination and 
challenge inquiry, what can be more infa- 
mous, what more disgraceful, in a country 
which boasts of its high civilisation and 
learning, than to repel such a candidate by de- 
claring that he can neither be questioned, 
nor granted a license, because be is des- 
titute of evidence to show that he baa 
not expended or sacrificed some two or 
three hundred pounds 1 The opportunities to 
acquire knowledge should bs as free and as 
equably diffused as the air we breathe. Base, 
indeed, must be the wretch who would erect 
a toll-baron the high road to science. In 
order to expose the infamy and the injuri- 
ous consequences which must result from 
imposing such restrictions upon the opera- 
tions of the mind, let us look for one mo- 
ment at the effect which is really produced 
by laying similar restrictions on the ope- 
rations of matter when it assumes the form 
fcf food. Wheat, if it he the produce of 
England and Ireland, is free from tax, and 
bread made from it may be eaten, by those 
who have money, without restraint. Not ao 
with foreign wheat; for grain received from 
the continent is subjected to a heavy tax, and 
this is done to benefit the landed proprie- 
tors of England. The poor are half starved, 
are compelled to subsist upon potatoes, that 
the ash wty ride in. their carriages sad 
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wvfcl in luxury. This tax upon the stomacha 
of the poor for the benefit of the land- 
owner*, exactly resembles the tax upon the 
minds of medical students made in favour 
of the leliows and licentiates of the Royal 
College of Physicians. Let us try the 
Worshipful Company's regulation, by the 
test of the argvmentum ad absurdum . The 
Duke of Bedford is proprietor of Covent 
Garden Market, and he has the power to 
issue “ regulations" to be observed by the 
market-gardeners. Suppose then his Grace 
were to publish the following 

*' N.B. No cabbaqe shall be deemed 
eligible to be sold in this market, unless it 
be accompanied by a satisfactory certificate 
signed by the Churchwardens and over- 
seers, that such cabbage has been grown 
in the parish of Fulham, or within seven 
miles thereof." 

The restrictions' imposed by the Worship- 
ful Company upon the acquisition of know* 
ledge, are ten thousand times more injurious, 
and not in the slightest degree less ridicu- 
lous, than would be such an unprincipled 
imposition as this. A new College would 
relieve the plundered medical student from 
such a barbarous tax, and a new medical 
college he shall have. 

Leaving Dr. Anthony Todd Thomson, 
then, to the full enjoyment of the “ pleasure 
of gratitude " towards such an enlightened 
and liberal body as the Worshipful Com* 
pany of Apothecaries, we must call the at- 
tention of the reader to a few passages in his 
lecture. The learned gentleman commences, 
4is he well might, by craving the indulgence 
of his singulariy-gifted auditory. " When/* 
•ays he, “ I perceive around me individuals 
distinguished to r the extent of their learn- 
ing, others for the stores of practical infor- 
mation with which they have enriched 
(themselves; when I also see among my 
Auditors, gentlemen deeply versed in the 
jpi'ofession of the law, and imbued with the 
roundest legal opinions , I cannot avoid 
feeing deeply impressed by the peculiarity of 
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the position in which I am placed.” We 
should think not ! 

Such is the dootor*s position while deli- 
vering the first sentence of his lecture, and 
in the next he contrives to place medical 
science in a position not less imposing ; for 
he says, •« Medical jurisprudence obtains 
for medical science a dignified attitude.” It 
is a sort of Dutch-Sam position, whence 
errors in our courts of justice are laid pros- 
trate in all directions. 

In running through the history of medical 
jurisprudence, the Doctor expresses his sur- 
prise that it should have been so long ne- 
glected in this country. As a distinct braach 
of science it certainly baa not obtained much 
attention in England ; but in distinct de- 
partments, all those branches of knowledge 
which can constitute a Well-qualified medi- 
cal jurist, have been cultivated with a de- 
gree of ardour which has only been * aur-' 
passed by a few of the physiologists and 
toxicologists of France. The medical col- 
leges and companies have been the only 
barriers opposed to a greater degree of per- 
fection. At page 10, the Doctor informs us, 
that the chair of jurisprudence is vacant in 
the University, “ on which account the 
coarse of lectures, which I have the ho- 
nour of introducing to your notice, . has 
been ordered to be delivered this session, 
with the view of enabling the students of 
this establishment to comply with the regu- 
lations of the Society of Apothecaries:-— 
that corporate body, with praiseworthy soli- 
citude for the improvement of the general 
practitioner, requiring a course of medical 
jurisprudence, as a part of the qualifications 
of a candidate for a license to practise as an 
apothecary in England and Wales.” A 
“ course of medical jurisprudence " is rather 
a curious “ qualification ” for a candidate 
to take with him. 

In the 11th page, after briefly adverting 
to medical testimony, as it is usually given 
in civil and criminal courts, the doctor comes 
to this logical conclusion. — “ Consequently 
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the general welfare of the community ought 
not to be permitted to rest on the medical 
evidence as usually delivered on trials, nor 
on the manner in which attempts are made 
to elicit the £ruth from that evidence.” It 
would, indeed, be rather a hard case for the 
nation, if Its welfare rested upon the evi- 
dence usually given by a lew half-educated 
Aberdeen dubs, and the unmannerly beha- 
viour. of brow-beating counsel. “ What 
(says the doctor) are the qualifications ne- 
cessary to constitute a medical jurist ? ,r — 
** .Were 1 (he replies) to sketch out his cha- 
raeter in its most perfect form, there is 
scarcely a single point in the circle of science 
with which he ought not to ha familiar/' 
This Is true enough, and the doctor must be 
a‘ modest man to have assumed the office of 
toother white such a conviction remained 
upon bis mind. But genius is ever retiring. 
The- lecturer, with nil his research, has not 
been enabled to determine whether a coroner 
ought to he a medical man. Yes, gentle 
reader; Dr.THOMSoar is in the chair of medi- 
cal jurisprudence, and confesses in u that 
position^? that he has net '< sufficiently re- 
flected an the subject to hazard a very de- 
cided opinion.” Posterity will suffer deep- 
ly irons tins neglect. The doctor’s decided 
Opinion would have been invaluable, because 
he is evidently “ imbued with the soundest 
legal opinions/’ and entertains the most 
profound sentiments concerning' the quali- 
fications and (duties ef medical witnesses. 
** The evidence is required to be given in 
an open court, the eyes of the world are 
Upon the witness, and it is presumed tbathe 
is expert * 9 Pomp fellow l ** He should know 
as much of the law of evidence as will enable 
him ’to penetrate the intentions of counsel ! ” 
Clever fellow ! — “ To foresee the conse- 
quence* of hie answers,” — these are the 
very words of the writer—** and to have 
|pme idea beforehand of the uature of the 
question* which he will be required to 
answer.” The doctor is a strange being. 
Wo had always thought,— foolishly enough 


it seems,— that witnesses were bound to 
speak the truth ; to answer such questions 
as might be propounded, distinctly and with- 
out reservation, to the best of their ability; 
but we knew not that they were to look to 
consequences. Acting on the doctor’s prin- 
ciple, juries would not return verdicts in con- 
formity with evidence, hut agreeably with 
their wishes, or from yielding to the dread 
of consequences ; they would forswear 
themselves in order to screen culprits from 
certain degrees of punishment. 

But really there is no dealing with such 
a farrago of nonsense mtfun a moderate 
space. W,e have only yet reached the 13th 
out of 31 pages, and here we shall threw 
down the lecture, dedication and *H, with 
feelings of disappointment and disgust. 
There are, however, some oth$r t€ points in 
the circle,” which will demand a few con- 
cluding words U our next number* 


RQ)TA£ COLLEGE OF Sp^QEpNS. 

February 14, J.831* 

HUNTERIAN O^ATION.-t-INSULT TO NAVAL 
SURGEONS. 

In consequence of the notice in the last 
Number of The Lancet, which intimated 
that the exclusion of naval surge od 8 frpm 
his Majesty’s levees might lead to a discus- 
sion amon gst the members of the College on 
this occasion, the theatre was crowded to 
excess at an early period, and by a little 
after four o’clock, the steps leading to the 
doers were all fitted by members anxio us to 
gain admission, (hough by that, time not » seat 
could be procured. 

Gn Mr. Wakley’s entering the theatre, 
about half ea hour before the commence- 
ment of the oration by Mr. WaiT*, he yas 
received with loud cheers, intermingled with 
a few lueses. Shortly after 4»« bad taken 
his seat, he ro#e ,to .address .(he College, and 
thanking the members for the kind and flat- 
tering manner in which * they had been 
pleated to receive him, he proceeded to ob- 
serve, that two or tlyree qipsuagtencee of 
great importance had induced him to stand 
forward to address the assembled College. 
He presumed that every gentleyign in that 
theatre was as anxious' for me preservation, 
the welfare and prosperity' of the profes- 
sion aa Utmqel^ and he was sure, that. no 
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gentleman then present, whatever might be I 
his feelings relating to matters connected 
with the government of the College, would , 
for one moment tolerate an insult offered to 
any individual member of the profession, 
much less to such an important and numer- 
ous branch of their body, as that of the naval I 
surgeons. He wished to call their particu- 
lar attention to an order which had recently 
been issued by the Lords of the Admiralty, 
prohibiting the attendance at the King's 
levees of the surgeons and assistant-sur- 
geons of his Majesty’s navy. (CVies of 
shame.) He hoped, however, that there were 
gentlemen present who had served in the 
navy, and if there were, those gentlemen 
must be much more competent to discuss 
the tendency and merits of that order than 
himself. He would sit down, therefore, and 
wait patiently, to give any or every such 
gentleman an opportunity or coming forward, 
in order to rescue his brother officers from 
unmerited degradation and insult, though, 
if there were no such gentleman present, 
nor any one who might not feel an equal 
interest in the subject with himself,*— if, in 
a word, no other gentleman came forward, 
then be (Mr. Wakley) as forming an inte- 
gral part nf the most important of the pro- 
fessiona which existed in any civilized coun- 
try, woutd consider it to be his duty to sub- 
mit one or two resolutions to the notice of 
the gentlemen of the College then assem- 
bled. {Loud cheers.) 

Having waited several minutes, Mr. 
Waklby was called for from different parts 
of the theatre, when he again rose and said, 
that with their permission lie would read the 
resolutions which he thought it would be 
right to propose ; afterwards it would be for 
the members to determine whether it would 
be right to discuBSthe propriety of adopting 
those resolutions before or after the delivery 
of the oration, {Cries of Now, now.) . He 
proceeded to read the proposed resolutions, 
which were as follows : — 

1. *• That the surgeons and assistant- 
surgeons of the British navy, are gentlemen 
of the highest respectability and piofessional 
attainments, and that by their talents and 
perseverance in the faithftil discharge of 
their arduous duties, these gentlemen have 
rendered tbe most eminent services, not 
troly to their brave brother seamen, but to 
the whole of the people of England. 

“ 2. That this meeting has seen with the 
utmost astonishment, and with feelings of 
deep-rooted regret, an order issued from 
the Admiralty to exclude from the levees 
of the King the surgeons and assistant- 
srttrgeona of his Majesty's navy. That the 
President and Council of this College be, 
'therefore, respectfully requested to memo- 
rialise the Lords of the Admiralty on the 
ahhjeet of this order, and to enforce in tbe me- 


m 

I atonal the claims of the surgeons end assist 4 * 
ant-surgeons of the British navy to the fe- 
spectful attention of all classes of his Majes- 
ty's subjects, and to pray that the o titer 
under which they have been excluded from 
the presence of their Sovereign, may he 
I immediately and wholly rescinded.’* (Loud 
applause followed the reading of these re- 
solutions.) 

You know, gentlemen (continued Mr. W.), 
that old birds are not to be caught by chaff, 
and I need not tell you that it is most mate- 
rial to determine whether these resolutions 
should be adopted now Or not, because if 
the subject be postponed until after the 
delivery of the oration, the President and 
Council may then very unceremoniously 
walk off, and leave us to address the closed 
doors. ( Laughter and cheers.) There is 
not time, certainly, to go fully into the merits 
of the question, unless we Interfere with the 
regular proceedings of the day, butwhat- 
eyer may have been tbe warfare which I 
have carried on against the system of go- 
verning this College,. I can assure my bro- 
ther members, that nothing U further from 
my intention than to annoy or inconvenience 
thoae gentlemen who are about to attend 
for the purpose of assisting in the ceremony 
connected with tbe delivery of the oration. 
I merely come forward to assist in vindicat- 
ing the rights sod characters of those gen- 
tlemen who have been so grossly insult- 
ed by tbe order from tbe Admiralty, God 
knows that they have had insults enough 
offered to them already; and if there be any 
delay in asserting their rights and honour, it 
is impossible to say what they may pot 
have to submit to hereafter. {Hear, ktat.) 
1 would therefore ask tbe Lords of tbe Admi- 
ralty this question Why btc not the sur- 
geons of his Majesty's nsvy entitled to equal 
respect with the surgeons of his Majesty's 
army 1 . ( C/ieers ,) The latter medical officers 
are not excluded. Yet in toy opinion there 
is not any- thing more pleasing in the ap- 
pearance of a red coat, than there h in that 
of a blue one. For my own part I prefer the 
latter, for if there he any importance to he 
attributed to the colour of the coat, I must 
say that we ought all to entertain a higher 
respect for the wearers of the blue. If it 
had not been fbr the latter heroes, we 
might at this moment have been the slates 
of some foreign nation. Probably it will 
now be better to ascertain the opinion of the 
meeting on tbe subject of the resolutions. 
Any discussion may be gone into after the 
oration has been delivered, without inter- 
fering with the specific business of the day. 
Possession is nine points of the law, and 
there is no place so proper for the members 
to discusB such questions as in the theatre 
of their own college. ‘ {Chters, andhedr , 
hear.) Tbe members sorely form a p o r tio n 
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*f tbe, College, even if they be excluded 
from the benefits grisiog from a participa- 
tion in ita “ eireulgtiog medium *’ (hear 
and laughter) . I eannot see why they should 
be excluded from taking part iu the move- 
ments of their own College. I will conclude 
by proposing the first resolution (already 
given above), adding, that I have come here 
without having acted in concert with any 
one. There have been no secret, no hole- 
and-corner proceedings. I have drawn up 
the resolutions roughly and hastily, and 1 
do not even know whether they will be se- 
conded. I think it my duty, however, to 
submit the first tp tbe meeting, (dpplause.) 

Mr. Garland said he felt great pleasure 
in aecondiug the resolution. In doing so he 
begged to state, as an old member of the 
College, who had in days gone by, himself 
t worn a red coat, that the red coats had sIbo 
been insulted, though it was a long time ago. 
In Egypt and in some other parts, where 
they Jxaud undergone the severest and most 
arduous duties, Lord Huntingdon, or some- 
body about him, did not consider the mili- 
tary assistant-surgeons worthy of wearing 
the medals which had been distributed to 
other officers, even though some of those 
others were only ensigns and cornets. 

Mr. Waxley said, as they had no chair- 
man the proceedings might be a little irre- 
gular, but the members would recollect that 
( it was by no means unusual for affairs in 
that College to be conducted without a head, 
(floors of laughter.) . 

Acting as chairman, he then put the reso- 
lution to the meeting, and it was carried 
with acclamation, not a single hand being 
Laid up against it. 

Having moved the first resolution, Mr. 
Wakley hoped some other gentleman would 
propose tbe second, and he should feel much 
pleasure in passing it to him for that pur- 
pose. 

. Mr* Kino rose and said he should feci 
bappy in proposing it. {Cheers.) Iu doing 
so it was scarcely necessary for him to ad- 
vance esy-thing on the subject which had 
called for these proceedings, as it must be 
deeply interesting to every member of the 
profession. The “ order ” alluded to could 
either only have been issued with an inten- 
tion of offering the grossest insult, or from 
downright negligence. He was inclined to 
ascribe it to the latter cause, for he could 
not be induced to think the Lords of the 
Admiralty could have been seduced from 
shy cause whatever, into an act calculated 
tQ put so great a blot on the surgeons of the 
British Navy. Where would Lord Nelson 
have been when he received the wound 
which required the amputation of his arm, 
had there not been a naval surgeon close to 
him to amputate. {Cheers.) , The thing 
•poke for itself, and he had no doubt that as 


TO NAVAL SURGEONS. 

soon as a proper representation of tbe sub- 
ject was made to tbe Admiralty, the “ order’* 
would be rescinded. Mr. King concluded 
by reading the resolution, and sat down 
amidst loud applause. 

Mr. Georoe Wilkins seconded the reso- 
tion. 

At this moment considerable merriment 
was caused by some gentlemen on the stairs, 
who were unable to gain admission, loudly 
exclaiming, “ The opposite side move on a 
little,” when some respondent within imme- 
diately replied, “ There *s no opposite side ; 
there ’s only one side here.” 

Mr. Waxley took the sense of the meet- 
ing upon the resolution, which, like the for- 
mer, was carried amidst tbe loudest cheers, 
when Mr. Wakley said, that having so far 
succeeded, it was now their duty to complete 
the work which had been so well begun, he 
would therefore move that Mr. King be de- 
puted to state to the President and Council, 
immediately on their entering the College, 
and in their official capacity, the nature of 
tbe proceedings, and the request contained 
in the seeond resolution. Several gentlemen 
immediately rose to second this resolution, 
which was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Waxley, amidst much laughter, con- 
gratulated Mr. King on his “ accession to 
the high office which had just been conferred 
upon him.” 

Mr. Kino thanked tbe members for the 
honour, and said he would endeavour to 
discharge bis duty in an efficient manner, 
but he thought it might be more respectful 
to the Council to send a message to them in- 
forming them of what had passed, or to wait 
upon them on another occasion. 

Mr. Waxley objected to this course, bat 
would leave it to tbe decision of the meet- 
ing. He then put the question, when it 
was resolved unanimously that the commu- 
nication should be made to the President 
and Council immediately on their entering 
the College. 

In a very few minutes afterwards, the 
president (Mr. Keate) having taken tbe 
chair, surrounded by the Council, and a 
large concourse of distinguished visitors, 
Mr. King immediately rose (amidst cries 
of “ Mr. King”) and said — Mr. President, 
it is. Sir, with feelings of great pleasure, 
and of profound respect, that I am the hum- 
ble interpreter of this meeting, in staring 
to you that two resolutions have been 
passed respecting an order lately issued 
from the Lords of the Admiralty to exclude 
the surgeons and assistant-surgeons of his 
Majesty’s navy from the levees — 

The President. — Sir, I am very sorry to 
interrupt you in any- thing you have to say, 
but I think the business of the day ought to 
be attended to before any -thing else. The 
only notice we have, is to attend here for 
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th* purpose stated in tbs paper : and I think 
it would be extremely irregular to enter 
upon any other subject, while the order of 
the day atanda undischarged. 

A gentleman inquired — Will the Presi- 
dent and Council remain after the oration 
it over 1 

The President.— I hare no tort of ob- 
jection I am sure. Before, however, the 
orator comes in, 1 beg to make one sugges- 
tion, and that is, that if there be any state- 
ment to be made of any-thing for which 
the assistance of the Council is required, 1 
am sure the Council will be extremely 
happy to receive it ; and I should beg to 
submit to the meeting, whether it would not 
be better to present the statement to them in 
another way. It cannot be very interesting 
to the visitors, to have any matter dis- 
cussed here. (Crier of *• O yes, yes — 
“ iff exceedingly interesting ” — tf It's most 
interesting to us ”). 

Mr. Wakley. — If it be likely that the 
discussion will prove disagreeable to the 
visitors, we can wait very patiently till 
those gentlemen have retired. (Laughter.) 

The President having agreed to wait after 
the oration was over, the Council at the 
same time making no objection to his 
assent to this proposition, Mr. White, the 
appointed orator, was introduced, and com- 
menced reading his — God knows what to 
call it. It was a most extraordinary jumble. 
Names, places, events, dates— in fact all 
sorts >nd manners of things were thrown 
together in most admirable disorder, and 
with the exception of the fact, that Mr. 
Abernethy had retired from the active 
duties of the Council in consequence of in- 
disposition, it contained not a single parti- 
cle of newt which could interest the merest 
tyro in the profession. O, yes ! We had 
forgotten. The orator informed the mem- 
bers, that Sir William Blizard was the 
Nestor of modern surgery; and for con- 
veying this intelligence, he was pretty well 
coughed at, and hooted by his auditory. 
But Mr. White was in an eulogistic hu- 
mour. He lauded every-thing and every 
body, from Mrs. Belfour's tea-kettle up 
to the College mace, and from Sir Anthony 
Oyster up to Sir Astley Cooper. It was 
a caw oaw oration, and we should not be 
surprised if Mr. White, the orator, were 
hereafter to be recognised by the cognomen 
of Caw White. Nothing could have been 
conceived in worse taste, and nothing could 
have been more disgusting in practice, than 
the aliogelher-out-of-place, and, in most of 
the instauces, unmerited praises, which were 
bestowed upon the members of the council 
then present. It was really a most sicken- 
ing exhibition ; nor was Mr. White’s man- 
ner one whit better than his matter. He 
delivered the thing called an oration in the 


voioe of a Gnome. One was almost forced 
to believe that the sound issued through a 
crater from the bowels of the eattb, ao un- 
alterably, so profoundly, ao rumblingly mo* 
notonous was the tone of the orator's voice. 
He commenced in G, three lines below the 
stave, and he ended in G, three lines below 
the stave. We recommend him to take the 
part of Ninus, the ghost in Semir amide, 
or the part of the monster in Franken- 
stein ; not, however, as the latter cha- 
racter has been represented in the drama of 
that name, but as described in the extraor- 
dinary metaphysical novel so called. If 
there be a scarcity of patients in Parliament 
Street, and if the worthy orator be gifted 
with a taste for theatricals, from the speci- 
men of bis peculiar powers exhibited on 
Monday last we are of opinion that he 
would be pre-eminently successful in re- 
presenting the non-naturals. We must take 
a more extended range in our search after an 
orator than the ranks of the Council. Mr. 
White having, after much labour, delivered 
himself of the contents of his paper — 

Mr. King rose and said — Mr. President, 
I rise, Sir— - 

The President, turning to Mr. King, I 
shall return, Sir, in a minute after I have 
conducted the visitors out. 

The President now left the theatre accom- 
panied by a few, and only a few, of the 
visitors. He himself certainly returned in 
about two minutes, but not so Air gown, for 
he had left that behind him. The greatest 
interest was now excited. With a faltering 
voice the President then addressed himself 
to the members thus .—I beg to sty that I was 
placed in this situation unexpectedly, for in 
consequence of the illness of Mr. Heading- 
ton, I was obliged to take upon myself the 
office of President for the day, but I now 
consider myself totally unauthorised to act 
as President, bat as an individual of the 
Council ; having stripped myself of the robe, 

I am ready to hear any-thing that you may 
be pleased to state. ( Strong marks sf dis- 
approbation) 

Mr. W akle Y,with considerable emphasis , 
I hope, Sir, there will not be committed, on 
the part of yourself, or of the Council, a 
violation of any real or implied contrast 
which was entered into with the members be- 
fore the oration began. I understood, pre- 
vious to the commencement ofthat ceremony, 
that there waa a distinct and solemn engage- 
ment entered into between the President, 
Council, and Members, that the President 
and Councit would remain after the oration, 
and consent to be addressed as such, and I 
decidedly object to their being now ad- 
dressed in any other character. (Loud- and 
continued cheers.) 

The President.— I think it would be very 
unreasonable to suppose the Council are met 
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Ht this moment to hear any-thing you may 
have to say. I, as an individual, am per- 
fectly ready to hear it, and communicate it to 
the Council. ( Much dissatisfaction was 
again expressed on the part of the members, 
many declaring that such conduct was per- 
fectly in accordance with the previous acts 
of the Council.) 

' It was proposed by some gentlemen that 
a deputation from the members should Wait 
upon the Council in private. 

Mr. Wakley objected to such a proceed- 
ing, and at the same time sarcastically said, 
that the engagement entered into to hear 
Mr. King had not been made between the 
Members and the President’s gown t but be- 
tween tbe Members and the President him- 
self, when he first entered the theatre. 
(• Cheers and hisses .) 

The President. — I did not very distinct- 
ly bear the latter part of that gentleman’s 
observation, but I have no hesitation in say- 
ing that the Council wi)l receive such a 
deputation, and that they will consider it as 
official, 

Mr. King.— I was about, Sir, to say when 
you entered this assembly, that it was with 
feelings of profound xespect and great plea- 
sure that 1 was tbe humble interpreter of the 
wishes of this meeting, who desire to ex- 
press to the Council their astonishment at 
au order issueu, or said to have been issued, 
by the Lords of the Admiralty, respecting 
the surgeons and assistant-surgeons of his 
Majesty’s navy. This meeting has passed 
two resolutions which, for the sake of saving 
your time and our own, I think I had better 
read at once. (Mr. King here read both the 
resolutions, and then cootinued.) I beg 
leave to observe, Sir, that the meeting 
regretted that they were obliged to pro- 
ceed somewhat irregularly ; but if ever there 
was a coup $ eclat necessary, it is on this 
occasion, when such a monstrous order has 
been issued to the injury of our profession. 

The .President. — Now may I beg to ask 
whether you wish me to present this as a 
memorial from this meeting to the Council, 
dr whether you will be good enough to ad- 
dress the Council officially with a copy of 
these resolutions 1 With great submission I 
should say, if you were to address the Coun- 
cil with a copy of them regularly, it would 
be the better way. 

A Gentleman said they were the unani- 
mous resolutions of a meeting of the profes- 
sion. 

The President.— The next meeting of 
the Council will be in April. 

Mr. King.— I believe the meeting could 
not intrust them, to a mote able person than 
yourself, since we well know the confidence 
Our well-beloved Sovereign has placed in 
you, and therefore I propose that you be 
kind enough to present them as an official 


document issuing from the members of the 
College here assembled. 

Mr. W aklby. — That would be an import- 
ant deviation from the spirit of one of the 
resolutions. It is there stated, that the Pre- 
sident and Council of the College should be 
requested officially to address the Lords of 
the Admiralty; and 1 distinctly understood 
the President to say, that, as one of the 
Council, he would consent to receive the 
notice officially. 

The President. — I beg your pardon. I 
must have been perfectly misunderstood 
then, because I stated, that as an individual 
I could do nothing hut receive it from you as 
an individual, if you wished it to be laid 
before the Council. The Council are not 
assembled now. Many even of the Council 
who were here have left. I suggested, that 
the better way would be, that the resolu- 
tions should be addressed officially to the 
Council*. I am ready to interfere as an in- 
dividual just as you may direct; but it 
seems to me not to require one moment's 
discussion. If any application be made to 
the Council, they are bound to receive it, 
and to act upon it. I cannot, as a member 
of tbe Council, say wbat the Council would 
do upon it ; that |s impossible. It is for 
the Council to say what they .will do when 
they are assembled for the purpose of con- 
sidering what is proposed to them. But 
with a view to something like regularity, I 
should take the liberty of suggesting again 
that the better way will be for you to ad- 
dress the Council, and I am sure they will 
give you an answer. I can only say, as an 
individual, I shall present it to the Council 
if you think proper, but if you address the 
Council, they must receive your application. 

SirAsTLEY Cooper. — Gentlemen, 1 shall 
detain you only fora moment. I feel with yoa 
entirely the impropriety, if I may so ex- 
press myself, of the order that has been 
issued by the Lords of the Admiralty. 
( Cheering , and cries of “ Bravo, bravo, ) 
Our profession has been gradually rising in 
rank, and if you follow the. steps which have 
been pointed out to you in this day’s lec- 
ture, you must become proportionately ele- 
vated as you become scientific. ( Laughter .) 
To become scientific, is the only mode by 
means of which you can arrive at the high 
character which our profession ought to hold. 
I know of no reason in the world why a 
divine or a lawyer should be better received 
at Court than an English surgeon, ( Great 
applause .) I shall not enter now into their 
comparative merits, but I Will say, that if 
there be one person more useful than ano- 
ther to the state, whether in peace or in war, 
an English surgeon is that man. {Hear, hear, 
and cheers .) But, gentlemen, if you will 
permit me to give you one word of advice, 
if will be this. I will answer for it, there 
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i# not t member of oaf Council who wilt 
sot be very happy to meet a deputation from 
you for the purpose of considering the best 
mode of carrying your wishes into effect. If, 
therefore, you will have the goodness to 
depute six individuals to meet tbe Council, 
I could almost say that 1 can promise for 
the Council that they will he proud and 
happy to meet them. If so, all you have to 
do will be, as I say, to select six gentlemen 
to meet the Council, and to send to the Col- 
lege to see when it will be convenient for 
the Council to assemble. {Applause, with 
marks of disapprobation .) 

Mr. Wakley. — I agree most cordially 
■with Sir Astley Cooper in every- thing 
the hon. Baronet has advanced which re- 
lates to the unparalleled utility and re- 
spectability of our profession, a conviction 
Which prompted me, in the absence of a more 
Competent individual, to bring forward the 
resolutions which I have had the honour of 
submitting to this assembly j but it should 
be remembered, that if we meet for the 
purpose of supporting the honour of tn ab- 
sent branch or our profession, we ought not 
to be unmindful of what is due to ourselves 
ih this placp (hear, hear ) ; if a contract 
has been entered into with ua this day, it 
is our boqnden duty to have that contract 
ftitfifyed. (Hear.) It was agreed that the 
President and Council of tbe College should 
rematQ after the oration was concluded, to 
bear “ officially* 1 the resolutions which had 
been fgreedtoby this assembly. But now we 
ire told that the President and Council are 
not here in their official capacities, and under 
Such conditions I for ope will make no ap- 
peal, nor take any step for the purpose of 
addressing the Council of the College after 
I quit this theatre. (Cheers.) 

The President. — I bad no intention of 
taking the chair to enter into this dis- 
union. 

Mr. Wakley. — I am not answerable for 
what that gentleman intended to do. 1 only 
kn6w what he stated he would do. The 
resolutions were carried unanimously, and 
it was agreed that they should be submitted 
to the Council qgfytalty on this occasion. 
Gentlemen, you have spoken this day in 
pour own theatre , a circumstance which is 
extremely objectionable in certain quarters. 
(Hear and laughter.) You have been told, 
too, that if you follow the doctrines incul- 
cated in the oration you have just heard, 
you yourselves will become exalted and re- 
spectable ; but I ought to tell you, that the 
very individual who was the subject of that 
Oration, John Hunter himself, would have 
been excluded from the profession, had he 
commenced his 'career under the existing 
ljy-laws of this College. (Loud cheering 
cmd confusion amongst the Council.) I wish 
not, however, now to enter in to that subject. 


The Peesident.— If I am to be consider- 
ed for one moment as entitled to the respect 
that ought to be paid to the chair, I beg to 
say that I consider the business of the day to 
have been finished by these resolutions hav- 
ing been put into my band. I asked the 
question, afterwards whether I was to con- 
sider that they were put into my hands for 
me to lay officially before the Council, and 
as I have had no specific answer to that 
question I shall conclude that I am to do so, 
and shall do it accordingly. Besides, the 
business of the day I oonsider to be finish- 
ed, and I really think the suggestion of Sir 
Astley Cooper ought to be adopted. Tbatt 
however, is for the members to determine 
upon ; but I think there pan be no necessity 
for my stopping any longer, and I hope, 
therefore, I shall be allowed to make my bow, 
professing myself ready, as I have alwaya 
been, to do any-thing as an individual that l 
possibly could to forward your wishes. 

Mr. Wakley. — Will tbe members of the 
Council who are present receive the resolu- 
tion officially, and set upon it accordingly t 

The Psesident,— I think 1 have stated 
my answer to that question already. 

Mr. Thomas (oue of the Council).— A 
misunderstanding has taken place respaoU 
ing the Council, as it appears to me, whieh 
1 Slink I shall he able to explain in a few 
words. The members of our College have 
thou glit proper to address us as if we were 
here as members of tbe Council. Now, on 
this occasion, we are no more to be taken as 
a delegated body from the Council than any 
other number of the members of the College 
present at this meeting. It would be neoes- 
sary, therefore, that we should be called to- 
gether and meet as the Council, if we are 
to he addressed as such. Under these cir- 
cumstances I should say that the suggestion 
pf Sir Astley Cooper ought to be adopted by 
the meeting, As to ouijtaking cognizance 
of any-thiqg passing here as the Council, it 
appears to me to be clearly impossible. 

Mr. Wakley. — I should have no objection 
to meet the Council in this theatre publicly 
in the presence of the members. 

Mr. Thomas,— But, Sir, if you recollect, 
the proposition of Sir Astley Cooper was, 
that a deputation of tbe members of the 
College should be appointed to meet the 
Council, 

The President.— I have stated thus 
much that I will act officially in laying the 
resolutions before the Council, ana l have 
no doubt the President and Council will be 
ready to receive them. At the same time, I 
think the first resolution is perfectly uncalled 
for ; because nobody could for a moment think 
of making it a question, that the surgeons 
of his Majesty’s navy are respectable i the 
second one is the only one requiring the 
consideration of the Council. I have, how- 
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ever, received tfae*e resolutions to lay. them 
before the Council, end which l shall do, un- 
less I am informed that you will present 
them in another way. 

Mr. Wakle*.^— It is quite clear that the 
second resolution only was intended for the. 
President aiidCouncil. The first resolution is 
merely expressive of an agreement amongst 
ourselves upqn a particular point, and it 
was the natural fulcrum upon which the 
second was founded. 

The President. — I can only say that 
both have been put into my hands. 

Mr. IV ablet.— Are we then to under- 
stand, Sir, that you consent to receive the 
second resolution officially 1 
The President.— Undoubtedly (.Cheers,) 
Mr. Waxley. — Very well. We have done, 
our duty, and it remains for the President 
and Council to discharge theirs. Further, 
I feel great satisfaction in having been 
enabled to diversify the annual entertain* 
ipent. (Applause and laughter, — - amidst 
which the President, Council, and member, 
retired from the theatre ; the latter appa- 
rently in high spirits, and much pleased 
with the result of the proceedings.) 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Saturday , February 14 th, 1831. 

. Mr. Bacqt in the Chair. 

SB. GRANVILLE AND ME. AMOS. — LIGATURE 
• OF THE INNOMINATA AND SUBCLAVIAN. 

Dr. Granville rose pursuant to notice, 
to call the attention of the Society to the 
impropriety of intrusting lawyers with the 
important duty of teaching medical juris- 
prudence, a branch of science of which, he 
said, they must be utterly ignorant ; and 
Was proceeding to refute the statements 
made in the London University by Mr. 
Amos, when a member spoke to order. Dr. 
A. T. Thomson followed on the same side, 
stating, that medical men should “ mind 
nothing but medicine,’* and not “ presume 
to interfere in public matters connected with 
the interests of their patients.*' 

Mr. King, who was sitting in a part of 
the room where he could not catch the eye 
of the President, immediately rose to reply 
to Dr. Thomson ; but as the decision of the 
Chairman had instantly been given against 
hearing Dr. Granville, Mr. King said, he 
had only to ask whether, in a case of such 
urgency, he might not be permitted to show 
that, with the very beet intentions, the 
Chairman hod fallen into an error ? ( C/utir , 
chctjir,) If not, he should move that the first 
regulation of the Society be read. After ai 


pause, the President declared Ibis proeeed-< 
ing to be irregular; upon which Mr. King 
gave noties, tba; on an early day he would 
introduce a new regulation respecting mat- 
ters to be discussed in the Society. After 
these preliminaries, Mr. King read an ex- 
cellent paper on a new plan for tying the 
innominate and subclavian arteries, the latter 
between tjieir origin and the scaleni mus- 
cles, which we hope to be able to give en- 
tire in our next number. Tbe paper was 
received by a very large atteadance of mem- 
bers with great applause, to which tbe ex- 
cellence of the anatomical details and the 
operations . founded upon them well enti- 
tled it. 

Mr. Bushbll said be had frequently tied 
the innominate in Mr. Brooks’s theatre by- 
the same process ; but he should consider 
it madness to take up the subclavian arte- 
ries so near their origin upon the living sub- 
ject. J 

Dr. Gbanvillb suggested, that as the 
last speaker had been accustomed to these 
operations only for the purpose of putting a 
syringe into the vessels, he bad, perhaps, 
proceeded with less caution than was neces- 
sary to enabW him to judge of tbe practica- 
bility of taking them up scientifically. 

Mr. Costello, Dr. Stewart, and' seme 
other gentlemen agreed, that if the pleura 
were wounded in the process, it would not 
be sufficient to cause the operation to be 
rejected, as there was abundant evidence 
that such lesion was not of necessity mortal. 

Dr. Epps wished to move a vote of thanks 
to Mr. King for his paper, but, at the wish 
of Mr. King, it was not pressed. 

It was understood that a paper would be 
.read next week by Dr. — — , on the influ- 
ence of the imagination and the passions in 
disease. 


BBFORM IN THE DUBLIN COMPANY OF 
APOTHECARIES. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— It has often surprised me hour it 
came to pass that the Apotheosriea* Hal! of 
Dublin should have eluded your observation, 
it being a body, of all ‘others (not even ex- 
cepting the “ Old Hags of Rhubarb Hull* 
in London) requiring the indispensable aid 
of your antiphlogistic weapon,' whichhas 
been used with such decided nod marked 
success in various instances not now ne- 
cessary to recapitulate. For a period of 
forty years has the profession of pharmacy 
in Ireland been groaning under .abuses 
heaped upon it by’ a body of men ycleped 
** the governor, directors, and proprietor* of 
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the Apothecaries’ Company^ from the 1st- 
ter of whom the governors sad directors are 
chosen, who go through the form of so elec- 
tion in the month of August of each y ear- 
ths ssmd men (with one or two excep- 
tions perhaps) being invariably re-elected, 
whence it happens as a matter of course that 
no change or improvement is to be expect* 
ed — such being, to all intents and purposes, 
a perennial, and not an anuual directory. 
In order to become eligible for the office of 
n director, you must be a shareholder 
(i. e. a proprietor) , for which your pocket 
must be accountable in the sum of 3301 . or 
350/. Now it so happens that the poverty 
of the profession is so great, that few, very 
few indeed, can command that sum, the re- 
sult of which is, that many highly- talented 
and eminently-gifted men are debarred from 
taking a part in the management of their 
profession — a man's capability for taking 
office in that august body, being rated 
according to the dimensions of his purse, 
and not of his understanding. Were I but 
to mention the various charges and com- 
plaint* made against this “ ruling power," 
your patience would be exhausted, and roy 
time unprofitably spent ia entering into dis- 
graceful details. Suffice it to say, that at 
last a spirit of reform baa evinced itself 
amongst us ; for our leader, we have gotten 
a man of the most unflinching, upright, and 
uncompromising- principles. A man who 
ia the most eminent in the profession of this 
country, and whose name ha* shed lustre on 
the pages of science at home and abroad. 
Professor Donovan ia the individual I al- 
lude to, who, disgusted with the illiberal 
line of policy pursued by the Mary Street 
junto towards his professional brethren, and 
finding their understanding so stultified in 
that corrupt corporation (except so far as 
regarded pounds, shillings, and pence), de- 
clined acting aa their governor, when he 
found «H his efforts towards remedying the 
abuses so loudly complained of, were treated 
with neglect and scorn j hia liberal and 
highly -cultivated mind oould not tolerate 
or countenance their selfish and narrow- 
minded form of government. Under his 
anapicea, therefore, 350 out of 1000 apo- 
thecaries in Ireland are now appealing, and 
with confidence, both to the mperial parlia- 
ment and an enlightened administration, for 
a redress of great grievances and for free- 
dom from the degrading bondage in which 
they- have been fettered by the inefficiency 
and ignoraaoe of a lew doses of overbear- 
ing and purse-proud monopolisers. On a 
future occasion I shall again incur to this 
subject, and ia the mean time subscribe 
myself, yours, &c., 

A Zealous Irish Medical Reformer. 
Dublin, Pnb. 1, 183U- . * •- 


HOirOtJJtABLE CbKDUCT OF ADDtSOlf At 
' OUY*S HOSF1TAL. 

To the Editor of Th« Lancet. 

Sir,— Believing that nothing which in the 
slightest degree affects the interest of the 
medical student will be considered unworthy 
of notice by you, I shall not apologise for 
addressing you upon the following subject. 
You are aware that the lecturer on materia 
medics at Guy’s Hospital professes (in the 
hospital prospectus annually published) to 
give lectures twice a week, vis., Tuesday 
and Friday evenings. Finding, however, 
soon after the commencement of the conrse, 
that he could not get through the series of 
lectures in the prescribed term of > four 
months, and at the same time do that am- 
ple justice to his subject which he wished 
(and which every one in the habit of head- 
ing Dr. Addison will allow that lie does), 
he determined to give a third lecture every 
Wednesday morning ; and this he continued 
to do till, in consequence of having received 
some intimation from a portion of his class, 
who were attached to another school of ana*- 
tomy and medicine in the neighbourhood, 
that the hour of lecture (half- past niue a. m.) 
on Wednesdays, prevented their attending 
another oourse of lectures which was de- 
livered at the said school, but that if it 
were altered to nine o'clock, it would not 
interfere with such course of lectures, I 
say, in consequence of an intimation of this 
kind, Dr. Addison proposed to the class, on 
Tuesday evening last, that the Wednesday's 
lecture should commence at nine instead of 
half-past, and this proposition he put to the 
vote, promising, that if the majority were 
against the measure, he would return the 
money of those with whose arrangements 
(made under an idea of there being but two 
lectures delivered in a week) the Wed ilea*- 
day lecture of half-past nine interfered. The 
majority. Sir, (influenced, perliapB, by that 
spirit of party into whi6h it is *o natural foe 
young men to enter without much consider- 
ation) decided against the alteration ; and 
the consequence which must result from 
tbit decision is, that the lecturer (acting, ak 
he doubtless will, up to his promise) : will 
have to return upwards of a hundred guineas 
(the number of the minority exceeding 
twenty-five), solely and entirely through 
Ilia honourable hnd conscientious conduct in 
resolving to treat his subject in the fullest 
and most satisfactory manner, since by cut- 
ting off the extra lecture he might of codrsh 
have retained the whole sum. It is not 
often, Mr. Editor, that we kee lecturers ex- 
ecuting, or desirous of executing, more than 
they professed or engaged to do ; nor ia it 
an example very likely to be followed*, 
when, as in this instance, a lecturer will 
lote a considerable sum mdrely becaiie *(to 
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presenting the students with s better article 
then they bargained for. I am aware of the 
unpopularity of materia medica. lectures in 
general $ no one, 1 think* however, who 
attends these will fail to allow them to be in 
the highest degree practical, comprehen- 
sive, and interesting. In addressing you 
upon tbe subject, Sir, in this very imper- 
fect and hasty manner, I am actuated by ne 
other motive than an earnest desire to see 
endeavours of so disinterested a nature to 
add to the acquirements and benefit of tbe 
opil, encouraged rather than repressed, and 
y a sense of regret at witnessing the silent 
appeal made to the liberality and good feel- 
ing of the class rejected . I have not the 
pleasure of Dr. Addison’s acquaintance, 
neither am I attached to any other school 
than Guy's, Will you, Mr. Editor, with 
our accustomed kindness, give some slight 
int upon this subject in an early number of 
yoar truly valuable periodical, and by so 
doing prove youroelf to remain (now as well 
as before being so great a politician) the 
pupil'* friend. Yours respectfully, 

Gueensis A. 


tClENTlflC BONE-SETTERS* 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sift,— -Seeing in your valuable publica- 
tion an account of Drs. Trolly, Mason, and 
Co., I give you a super-excellent case of one 
of thebe worthies. A tradesman, an inha- 
bitant of a market town ten miles from 
Boston, took a son about ten years old to 
Dr. Trolly; when be went into the room, 
the Doctor was torturing a lad, a pauper 
(sent by the parish authorities from the 
same place), by attempting to straighten a 
contracted knee with diseased bone. When 
it oame to the little patient’s turn the father 
stripped him, and took him forward to the 
Doctor, who immediately exclaimed, with- 
out making any inquiry as to the cause or 
situation of the injury, or taking an exami- 
nation, that the left shmUder was out ; end 
after pulling him about fpr .five or ten 
minutes, told him, “ he had set it,” placed 
the arm in a sling, received his- fee and 
dismissed him. When he returned, his 
mother perceiving that the sling. was < not 
put upon the arm that wan injured (which, 
by- the* by, had escaped the notice of 
the father)* sent for me, when k found 
the right clavicle waa fractured, which 
being treated in the usual manner, soon 
enabled him to use hi* arm as before, prov- 
ing that “ the regular doctors know some- 
Hung ; of bow-setting ” I am, Sir, Yours, 
A SuBOBON-AeOTHECAHV. 

ww fiariAi n ^ , 1 li n ontoiti i M. » 


CASE III WftSCft 

A FfETUS WAS PASSED BY 
THE ANUS. 

Bg John Davies, Esq., Surgeon f ColeshitL 

I was required for tbe firsf time, May 
the 10th, 1826, to visit Mrs. G*, ®tat. 39, a 
thin delicate -looking woman, on account of 
an accession of febrile symptoms, whea I 
received frem tike patient and her attend- 
ants the following history of her ctse. 

She had been married several years, and 
enjoyed uninterrupted health until the month 
of February, 1825, when sbe had reason, 
from the signs usually indicating that state, 
to believe she was pregnant for the first 
lime. Sooa after the commencement of tha 
second month,, according to her calculation, 
she received a sudden shock from a fftH*, 
whiob waB speedily followed by uterine dis- 
charge, that continued in variable quantity 
for three weeks, at the end of which period 
pahm came on resembling those of labour, 
accompanied with frequeat desire to make 
water ; and a tumour, supposed to be the 
child, could be felt on the left side of the 
abdomen, so that it was considered the pa- 
tient was about to miscarry; the pains 
however went off, though she continued 
very unwell until the middle of the seventh 
month, when they returned with redoubled 
violence, attended with most distressing 
sickness* Tim tumour was now, by bet 
own account,- most perceptible on the oppo- 
site aide of tbe abdomen to that it first occu- 
pied, to whieh place it moved during tho 
pains, and here it ever afterwards continued. 

She was, at this' stage of her complaint; 
attended by Mr. ■■ ■ -> ■ , a surgeon of ac- 
knowledged talent and ability, who stater, 
in answer to my inquiries on this subject, 
that he was unable, on examination by the 
vagina, to detect the os uteri p that bet 
pains were violent, 'resembling those of la- 
bour, and that they continued for soma 
space' without producing any other effect on 
the system than that Of reducing her 
strength very much; indeed, the patient 
herself asserts, that at this period of her 
sufferings; she was unable to turn herself m 
bed for at least a month without assistance, 
and that the pain* never entirely loft her 
until November, when,} fort the first tamo 
since January,. she experienced a retara of 
the menstrual discharge, which continued 
to appear at intervals of five weeks or a 
month, till she became an inhabitant of 
Coleshill in February, 1826, and from this 
period until I first Waited her, which, aa 1 
before mentioned* was he tbe May of rim 
same year. Hearing this history of bat 
case, and from her leucophJegmatic appear- 
ance, I was induced to suspect she was la- 
bouring under noma Mmmm o&tim merits. 
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Sad iImkIin instituted t ctvefal eilernal 
examination, as well as one by the vagina. 
By the former I discovered a tumour situ- 
ated on the right side Of the abdomen, about 
the size of the foetal head, hard and painful 
to the touch ; by the latter I could not de- 
tect the oe uteri, thoagh 1 was unable to 
identify any other important change or de- 
viation from the natural state of the parts. 
As the cate was so obscure, 1 treated the 
patient with palliative remedies only, and 
she continued with little alteration in her 
symptoms, and with slight hopes of her re- 
covery, until August, when her mother one 
day is formed me that the menstrual dis- 
charge came by the anus. On examination, 
however, by this passage, as well as by the 
vagina, I could gain no additional informa- 
tion as to the nature of her complaint. Soon 
after this occurrence, a horribly foetid dis- 
charge became permanent from the rectum ; 
but her case still continued in the same ob- 
scurity, and her health was apparently sink- 
ing under the constitutional irritation in- 
duced by the disease. She contrived, how- 
ever, to go on in this state for many months, 
end it was not until the mooth of October, 
1Q?7, that any change worthy registering 
took place ; but about this period she be- 
gan, for the firat time, to complain of severe 
cutting pain on evacuating the bowels, 
which led me to examine her motions fre- 
quently, by which proceeding I discovered 
at different times, between this month and 
January, 1838, most of the large bones of a 
foetus, apparently of about six months ; I 
also extracted several from the rectum. 
These bones, which I have in my pos- 
session, consist of tbe temporal, parietal, 
occipital, humeral, costal, femoral, the ver- 
tebrae, &c. During the process of their 
removal from the system, the tumour of the 
abdomen very sensibly diminished in sise $ 
the discharge from the rectum gradually 
ceased, and the patient's health progress 
lively improved, so that I took leave of her 
in March with every prospeot of her ulti- , 
mate recovery ; and upon inquiry of her 
mother some days since, 1 find she has 
gained flesh and strength with the perfeot 
am-aateblishmeat of her health. 

Colesh ill,, Warwickshire, Nov. 1830. 

{The above case, with Mr. Davies’ note, 
was only received last week. — Ed. L.] 


SITUATION OP HYDATIDS IN THE BRAIN 
OB SH BRP. 

At a meeting, of the London Medical So* 
eiety a short time since, the following ex- 
periment on a sheep, which was subject to 
tteifbnmAtum o£ hydatids in the head, was 
related by Mr. Stephens, in *b» users* of; 


some remarks which weft made on the 
greater success which might be expect* 
ed to attend tapping in cases of acute than 
in chronic hydrocephalus. He observed 
that he had once been led to think that hy- 
datids always formed upon the brain in 
sheep, but he had since found them occur 
within it. On one sheep he made the fol- 
lowing experiment : — he took out a portion 
of bone with the trephine, and on cutting 
through the dura mater, a very large hy- 
datid partially protruded. This he attempt- 
ed to extract, but the cyst broke in the trial. 
He afterwards extracted the cyst, and upon 
looking through the opening made with the 
trephine, he found the interior to present a 
large, empty, cavity; the brain appeared 
completely gone. He then let down a light 
through the opening into the cavity of the 
skull, by which it appeared that nearly the 
whole of the cerebrum was wanting* The 
opening being afterwards cloned, the sheep 
got up. and fed, and seemed batter, for the 
three following days, bat on the morning eif 
the fourth he found it lying convulsed, in 
which state it soon died. Upon open- 
ing the head, he found a little of the cere- 
brum at the base, and some remains at the 
sides, forming an imperfect shell of brain; 
there were several other smaller hydatids 
remaining. From this Mr. Stephens con- 
cluded, that when an operation succeeded 
in these cases, it must be where there was 
only a single hydatid, and wheat these was 
but little disorganisation of the brain; he 
agreed in opinion, therefore, with those 
who thought there was a better prospeot of 
success in operating in acute than in chrome 
hydrocephalus, because in tbe former there 
was ns particular disorganisation of tbe 
brain accompanying the collection, of fluid, 
whilst in the Utter, portions of the brain 
were in many instances destroyed, and in 
such cases, even if yon could proserve lifet 
you could not preserve or repair the intel- 
lect. bur AstUy Cooper onon showed Me. 
Stephens a ewe of hie. whore he had open- 
ed an hydatid and discharged the water, 
aod in which case the animal had recovered*, 
and bad afterwards borne a lamb* 


HOTEL DIEU. 

NEURALGIA VROM PRESSURE ON THE FN I U* 
MOO AST StC NERVE. 

J u lib L., aetat. 96, was admitted on the 
17th March, 1839, in the following state 
She complained of bad taste in the mopth ; 
sickness ; pain in tbe region of the heart, 
to which she referred all her sufferings and 
frequent cough ; sensation of being choked, 
with muoous expectoration ; the tongue was 
clear r the epigastrium free from pain ; the 
pelstt we* vary imgtUne^ end msp i w flis* 
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accompanied with a loud wheezing noise ; 
she had not menstruated for the last six 
mouths ; at tlie left sterno-clavicukr articu- 
lation there was a tumour of the size of a 
walnut, which was free from pain and with- 
out pulsation. She stated, that at the be- 
ginning of March she had, without any ob- 
vious cause, been seized with violent cough, 
hoarseness, and a sensation as if she was 
strangled ; the cough she described as bear- 
ing a great resemblance to hooping-cough ; 
she had been bled, and the symptoms had 
in consequence become less violent. In the 
hospital she was also bled, and had leeches 
and blisters, but without any effect ; typhoid 
symptoms soon acceded, and she died on 
the 23d of March. As to the diagnosis of 
the esse, it appears that the practitioners 
under whose care the patient was, hesitated 
between softening of the mucous membrane 
of |he stomafch and hydrops pericardii, 
neither of which opinions was confirmed by 
the post-mortem examination. The lungs 
were healthy, with the exception of the 
lower p*rt of the right lung, which exhibit- 
ed a slight inflammatory “ edgooement.” 
The bfonebi, and their larger ramifications, 
were filled with purulent mucus, similar to 
what had been expectorated during life ; 
the heart, pericardium, oesophagus, stomach, 
and the other abdomiual viscera, were per- 
fectly healthy ; the tumour, at the upper 
portion of the sternum, consisted of euce- 
phaloid mass ; and a similar tumour, but less 
in size was found at the jlower portion of 
the trachea at its anterior surface, commu- 
nicating by a small aperture with the canal 
of the trachea ; another encephaloid tumour 
was situated between the pulmonary artery 
and the arch of the aorta, close to the car- 
diac nerve and the ganglions ; a fourth tu- 
mour, which also communicated with the 
tiachea, was found to have pressed on the 
xigbt recurrent nerve, and another encepha- 
loid mass was closely adherent to the left 
-recurrent nerve, so as to be almost con- 
founded with its tissue. — Jaunt. Hebdom . 


MR. KSY*3 NWGLBCT OF HJ8 DUTY AT 
GUY’S HOSPITAL. 

To the Edtlor oj Thr Lanckt. Sir,— I am sorry 
that it is necessary I should have recourse to the 
plan made use of bjr medical students at most of 
the other London hospitals? but the nature of my 
grievance will, I am sure, induce you to allow me 
a comer in your valuable publication. 

What I have to complain of is the irregularity of 
the attendance of the senior surgeon of Guy’s Bos- 

S ital (Mr. Key). The importance both to the stu- 
ents and patieuts that the surgeon should be punc- 
tual in the time of visiting the wards I need hardly 
point out to you, yet I can assure you, we are kept 
waiting by that gentleman from twelve (the appoint- 
ed time) until one, and frequently till half- past one 
o’clock. Now, as most of the students that attend 
the practice of this hospital have an auatomical 
lecture at two o’clock, it must be obvious that they 
must either miss their lecture or not go round the 
wards at all. Mr. Key, no doubt, has a large pri- 


vate practice, but then, I would say, let hhn attend 
to it at the expense of his own tim^ and not at that 
of the students, from eadh of whom he receives the 
third of 26/. 6s., the sum, paid by the student for the 
privilege of witnessing- the surgical practice at this 
institution; and 1 must say that, considering the 
enormous sum which Mr. Key receives from the 
pupils, he ought to pay a little more attention to 
their instruction; and not, through negligence 
of his duty, allow his pupils to, be deprived not 
only of their money but also of their time. I can- 
not, nor do 1 fhii.k any student can, complain of 
the other medical officers* attendance at this Insti- 
tution,— Mr. Morgan and Mr. Cooper being regu- 
larly at their post within a few minutes of twelve 
o’clock. Hoping that what I have said may have 
some little influence towards the pupils of this insti- 
tution acquiring their rights, 1 remain. Sir, your 
obedient servant, 

Feb. loth. A Pupil of Gut’s. 
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fessor at Bonn ; containing engravings on sheets of 
a front and hind view of the male skeleton, the 
organs of hearing, speech, and taste, and a posterior 
view of the pectoral viscera of the full size, with an 
explanation and references. London: 'A. Schloss. 
1831. 

A Supplement to the Pharmacopoeia, and Treatise 
on Pharmdtology in general; including not only 
the drugs and preparations used by practitioners, 
but also most of those employed in chemistry, with 
a selection of medical formulae, an explanation of 
the contractions used by physicians and druggists; 
being a complete dispensatory and manual for me- 
dical practitioners and retail druggists, &c. By 
Samuel Frederick Gray. London : Underwood. 
1831. 8 vo. pp. 580. Fifth edition. 

Manual of Operative Surgery, translated from the 
third edition of the French of J. Coster, M.D.P. 
By George Fife, M.D., Surgeon to the Northern 
Public Dispensary. Edinburgh : Maehlachlan and 
Stewart, 1831. pp. 408. 

A Manual of Analytical Chemistry, by Henry 
Rose, Professor of Chemistry at Berlin*. Translated 
from the German by John Griffin. London : T. 
Tegg. 1831. 8vo. pp, 454. . 

The Veterinarian for January and February. 

Illustrations to Cooper’s Surgical Dictionary. 
No. 4. 

Dr. A. T. Thomson’s Introductory Lecture on 
Medical Jurisprudence, delivered in the University 
of London, January*, 1831. London: Taylor, pp.si. 


CORRESPONDENTS. 

We do not feel that it would be right to publish 
the letter signed A I.ovei • of Justice. The surgeon 
against whom it is directed, did not in his commu- 
nication make an attack upon any individual, and 
is not therefore open to the insinuations, whether 
just or not, contained in our correspondent's tetter 
which, we may also add, does not contain a denial 
of any of the statements made by the gentleman in 
question, while its publication would involve as in 
a controversy to which it would be hardly possible 
afterwards to put a limit. 

Van. Moderate diet and lauatfve m u M dati . 

A Reader of The Lancet, must authenticate his 
communication. 
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Clinical Illustrations of Fever . By Alex- 
ander Twee dib, M.D. 

Memoire sur le Traitement des Fievres 

Craves , &c. Par M. Dance. 

Dr. TwBEDiE’soopretending volume forms, 
In every respect, t happy contrast to the 
declamatory aud laboured treatise on the 
same subject which we have recently no- 
ticed. The style is simple, but impressive ; 
the arrangement exceedingly judicious, the 
theoretical speculations few and well set 
forth, and the therapeutic facts copious and 
of unusual value. In short, we know o f no 
volume on this subject to which the young 
practitioner might more safely refer for as- 
sistance in the boor of need. We shall 
presently adduce ample evidence in sup- 
port of these assertions. 

Dr. Tweedie divides his work into nine 
chapters \ the first and second of which are 
occupied with some sensible preliminary 
observations regarding the nature of the 
disease, a brief but interesting history of 
the origin of fever hospitals, especially of 
the Londoo, to which institution the author 
is attached, and tabular and statistic re- 
cords of the London fever. 

Concerning the nature of fever, we find 
him judiciously describing the disease as 
originally functional, commencing in the 
nervous system, and then inducing derange- 
ment of the circulatory and secretory func- 
tions. In this his views, though apparently 
the same, differ materially from those of 
Dr. Smith, inasmuch as while the latter 
insists that his febrile circle should be re- 
ceived as a logically perfect construction, 
Dr. 'Tweedie confines himself to the obser- 
vation of a general occurrence, ond founds 
upon it no dogmatic or exclusive propo- 
sition. 

The third chapter is of great value, con- 
Ko. 391. 


taining tables of the monthly admissions 
and mortality, and of the comparative ages 
of the patients treated during the period 
comprised in his report ; via. one year, end- 
ing September; 18$9. To these wo refer 
the reader as sources of much valuable in- 
formation ; they do not admit of transference 
or condensation. 

We next meet with remarks on the gene- 
ral characters of the cases, divided into 
simple and complicated. On the disputed 
occurrence of simple fever, he speaks in 
these appropriate terms : — 

“ 1. Of the Cases of Simple Fever. — I am 
aware that manv distinguished pathologists 
not only doubt, but positively deny, the ex- 
istence ef what has been termed fever— that 
is, fever without evident symptoms of local 
inflammation. On this point, I may state 
that I have daily opportunities of observing 
cases, which correspond with the description 
of the simple fever of many writers, in 
which there is no preponderance of action in 
any organ that can be detected by symp- 
toms ; but when we recollect how often 
organic disease steals on, undetected by 
diagnostic signs, how much we are at times 
deceived by latent local diseases, the con- 
dition of the organs in what is termed sim- 
ple fever, requires minute diagnostic in- 
vestigation. Of the whole number of cases 
which occurred at the hospital within the 
period of this report, more than 100 came 
under the description of simple fever — that 
is, the disturbance in the system was gene- 
ral ; there was no evidence by symptoms df 
affection, either in the head, chest, or belly. 
The character of this class of cases was, in- 
creased heat, accelerated pulse, thirst, aird 
general functional disorder. The danger in 
such instances was comparatively trifling, 
and the mortality small ; if danger arose, it 
was always to be traced to some local mis- 
chief, whioh had supervened in the course 
of the disease." 

Of the 521 cases hetied during the year 
in the Fever Hospital, 184 presented well- 
marked cerebral affections; and of these 
ZZ 
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many ware simultaneously attacked by tho- 
racic and abdominal inflammations. In 26 
the bead and, chest, in SO the bead and belly, 
and in 14 the head, chest, and abdomen, 
were together fcfffedted. Dr*. Tweedid takes 
particular notice of the obscuring jniuenfeej 
often exercised by cerebral disorders over 
other concomitant affections, a point which 
has escaped the attention of many eminent 
writers, but which is of the utmost import- 
ance in many respects. Amongst others, it 
displays the immense value of the stetho- 
scope as a diagnostic instrument, and si- 
lences, effectually, the indolent cavillers, 
who still exclaim, “ CuibonoV* whenever 
the stethoscope is praised as an auxiliary 
to practical medicine. On its utility in la- 
tent pleuritis, Dr. Tweedie makes the sub- 
joined observations 

•• The pain, cough, and hurried breathing 
in general, readily pointed out the disease 
when it occurred. In a number of instances, 
however, the symptoms in the chest bad 
been entirely overlooked before the patient 
was admitted ; while in others, the disease 
assumed a slow insidious form, without any 
very well-marked symptoms, except a little 
acceleration in the breathing, and a slight 
increase of the fever : when there had been 
much disturbance in the nervous system, it 
was very often so obscure as to be entirely 
overlooked. It is well known, that in la- 
tent pleurisy, unconnected with idiopathic 
fever, there are often few or none of the 
ordinary symptoms to point out its exist- 
ence ; and when it occurs in fever, with 
much cerebral disorder, it is evident how 
much this condition of the brain must tend 
to conceal, still more, the symptoms in the 
chest. The application of the stethoscope 
is, in Birch cases, the only sure method of 
detecting the state of the lunp, and under 
such circumstahces its utility is unquestion- 
able. It is to be regretted that a know- 
ledge of its distinctive Bounds is not more 
easily attained.** 

In the fourth chapter the author gives an 
excellent description of typhus, which he 
subdivides into simple and complicated, and 
by which he means “ those fevers in which 
thb brain and nervofis system are early and 
severely affected, accompanied with symp 
toms denoting a morbid condition of the 
mucous membrane or skin, and a tendency 
to what is known by the term putrescency.*’ 
The following cases and observations are 
of the highest ptadticftl importance, and well 
illustrate some of our strictures on Dr. 
Smitb*s vene sectary operations • 


«< I have treated several cases of adyna- 
mic or simple typhus fever, both in public 
and private practice, within the last twelve 
months; but certainly the proportion of 
these cases has been small, compared with 
the more acute fornfii of fever which hav® 
cotaae under my care* Jjvas balled into con- 
sultation , by my able friend Dr. Marshall 
Hall, a short time ago, in a case precisely of 
this description ; indeed it was an excellent 
illustration of its general character— great 
prostration of the muscular and. nervous 

S owers, delirium, haemorrhage from the 
owels, a few scattered petechiae, soft fluent 
pulse, while the state of the skin, as to heat 
and moisture; deviated little from the natural 
state. I attended another case, with Mr. 
Duffin; about the same period. In this pa- 
tient, the description of fever was purely 
adynamic; the most remarkable features 
were, the greatest muscular prostration, with 
nocturnal delirium, so that she lay sunk in 
the bed, passing her stools involuntarily 
without the slightest pliin, or any symp- 
toms of local disturbance. It was necessary, 
in the very first stage of the disease, to ad- 
minister wine and stimuli very freely ; under 
which treatment she slowly, though even- 
tually, recovered; but her convalescence was 
retarded by that pepuliar swelling of the 
lower extremity which I have elsewhere 
described. **• 

This lady certainly was saved by liberal 
doses of wise ; and so great was the * tend- 
ency to death,* that for 48 hours it was 
necessary to sit by her bed-side with the 
finger on the pulse, and to administer stimuli 
whenever it appeared to become soft and 
compressible ; in fact, the heart’s action 
seemed to be completely under the control 
of diffusible stimuli. 

“ If such treatment were applied to cases 
of epidemic fever in general, I need not an- 
ticipate the result; or, bad antiphlogistic 
measures been adopted in the case of this 
patient, I can safely say, that the abstrac- 
tion of a few ounces of blood, or even a 
brisk purgative, would have been instantly 
fatal. The necessity, therefore, for discri- 
mination in the treatment of fever is evident ; 
for although much information and assist- 
ance may be obtained from the prevailing 
character of the disease, yet every individual 
case must be treated perse ; with due refer- 
ence to its particular and individual circum- 
stances.** 

The three following chapters are devoted 
to the consideration of the causes of fever, 
its general mortality, and the history and 
treatment of the fatal cases. Under the 
first head we find the subject of conta- 


* “ See my paper in the Edinb. Med. and SOf. 

Journal* October, 18 S 8 .” 
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giou justly occupying a prominent place, 
and its agency proved by the most satis- 
factory reasoning, and an apposite assort- 
ment of striking fa^ts, observed by the 
author, and bia friend and former teacher, 
Or. Alison, of Edinburgh. We, however, 
pass over Dr. Tweedie's views on this sub- 
ject on the present occasion, as we shall 
shortly take an opportunity of noticing them, 
when we shall be occupied in investigating 
the merits of the numerous controversial es- 
says which have been recently published on 
the late Gibraltar epidemic. 

To the 7th chapter on the history and 
treatment of the fatal cases, and the morbid 
appearances observed on dissection, which 
comprehends 60 pages' in a minuter charac- 
ter than the rest of the volume, we would 
especially direct the attention of the profes- 
sion ; in it the practitioner will find numer- 
ous valuable facts in aemeiology, therapeu- 
tics, and pathology, and the student a useful 
teodel for the construction of cases and clini- 
cal reports* It is here that the contrast 
between Dr. Smith's Treatise and Dr. 
Tweedie's illustrations is most prominent. 
In the one, we find attempts without end to 
support a favourite syllogistic definition of a 
disease; in the second, we see a close ad- 
herence to its natural history and practical 
details. In the first, the frebtment is either 
entirely suppressed, or noticed but with a 
cursory and occasional glance, while in the | 
other, the treatment is properly placed in 
the most relieved position, so that its effect 
upon the symptoms of the disease may be 
readily understood. This, if we mistake 
hot, should he (he particular object of trea- 
tises on such a subject. 

On the utility of blood-letting in fever, 
the restrictions with which it should be 
practised, and the examples in which it is 
detrimental, we find excellent remarks in 
Uie 8th chapter, in which the general treat- 
ment of the disease is considered. From 
this chapter we extract the following prac- 
tical remarks . — 

“ Fully convinced as I am of the advan- 
tages of employing the lancet judiciously in 
fever, still it is not a remedy that should be 
fadiscrirnfahtely adopted, as if fever were 
identical with inflammation. I feel it incum- 
bent on me to give this caution as a check to 
those who abstract blood in fever, with the 
riew of extinguishing it. The only stage of 


ro 

the disease at which this can he accomplish- 
ed, and it is rarely accomplished, is at the 
very first onset, and before any decided im- 
pression on the various organs has been 
made. From my own observations, I. can 
bear testimony to the practical import of the 
following doctrine as applied to fever. The 
aged, infirm, and habitual free livers, in all 
diseases bear bleeding ill. But, besides 
these more familiar classes, there is another, 
in which phlebotomy must be cautiously and 
sparingly practised. It consists of men, 
perhaps not above the middle age, whose 
minds and bodies, either from the circum- 
stances in which they are placed, or from a 
natural ardour of temperament, are unceas- 
ingly taxed to the very utmost of their 
powers. With this class of persons, and 
medical men themselves too frequently be- * 
long to it, we must deal tenderly, or the 
mischief will speedily be irretrievable.* It 
is also a well-established fact, that ih some 
epidemics, and even at particular seasons, 
fever is not only more fatal, but does not 
bear blood-letting so well as at other times. ' 
We also know that in complicated ffever, the 1 
local symptoms Vary in degree, and therefore 
require tbs discriminating hand of expe* 
rience to apply, with advantage, a modifica- 
tion of this class of remedies. 'The expe- 
rience of epidemic puerperal fever has 
shown, that though this severe, and often 
fttal, disease generally depends on inflam- 
mation of the peritoneum, and is most sue-^ 
cessfuliy treated by the early and free ah-" 
straction of blood, and other antiphlogistic 
measures, yet in some epidemics, or even 
in Sporadic cases, these measures would he 
speedily destructive. This is owing not so 
much to nay variation in the symptoms in 
the disease, as to Some unexplained Btafe of 
the system, at certain periods when puerpe- 
ral fever is prevalent." 

Again, at page 175, Dr. t'weedie thus 
further adverts to this important topic : — 

* ( As far, however, as my experience of. 
the epidemic fever of London for the last ten. 
years has enabled me to judge, the symp- 
toms have generally required the employ- 
ment of bloodletting at the commencement; 
yet, from the facts stated, and from what 
has been observed by many practical writers, 

1 think it should be kept steadily in mind, 
that an epidemic may appear, which will 
not bear the same bold treatment which has 
been recommended in tbis report; and I 
would 'again take the liberty of reminding 
those who scarcely draw any line of distinc- 
tion between complicated fever and common ^ 
inflammation, that there are modifying cir- 
cumstances in fever whicji render the sys- 


• 44 Medioal Essays on Fever, Inflammation, &c., 
by Joseph brown, M.D.” 
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tern unable to withstand large losses of 
blood without great hazard. ..... 

“ In short, much judgment and discrimi- 
nation are often required in the use of the 
lancet in fever, since, after it has advanced 
beyond a certain stage, the measures which, 
at a more early period, would have been 
proper, are not only inapplicable, but often 
positively injurious, if not fatal. When the 
indications lor bloodletting in fever, to abate 
the violence of general excitement, or to 
subdue organic inflammation, have been 
fulfilled, or, in other words, when a decided 
impression on the general and local symp- 
toms has been made by bloodletting, the 
system should be left pretty much to its own 
resources. We are not to bleed because the 
general symptoms of fever continue, but en- 
deavour to guide the patient through the 
disease, carefully and minutely watching 
the recurrence of inflammation.” 

The several other modes of treatment, and 
the various remedies, are discussed in this 
chapter in an equally judicious manner ; and 
the author’s observations ou the use and 
abuse of wine in this disease, are particularly 
valuable. 

i 

Cordially recommending Dr. Tweedie's 
“ Illustrations” to the attention of our profes- 
sional brethren, we turn to the u Memoirs ” 
of M. Dance 

Of these papers three have already appear- 
ed in the “ Archives Gen. de M4decine ; 99 
the fourth and last will be published shortly. 
Taken as they stand at present, they are as 
sigular productions in their way as we have 
ever perused. The author starts with the 
inuendo that the recent fashion for strict 
pathological researches in this disease, is 
detrimental to the early acquisition of prac- 
tical curative knowledge ; that it is a tardy 
and a roundabout mode of arriving at the 
legitimate object of inquiry, and that the 
best means of acquiring this practical know- 
ledge is by the empiric observance of the 
eflfects produced by the most opposite me- 
thods of treatment. In his third page M. 
Dance anticipates the conclusion of his re- 
searches, by announcing his impression that 
the best of all treatment is the “medico ex- 
pectants hygeienique ; ” in other words, 
letting the malady work its own way ; and 
lie then proceeds to gallop over a multitude 
of cases, as Major Head did over the Pam- 
pas, scattering rough notes of observation 
and illustration as he goes, on the different 
groups of objects which he posses. One 


thing it especially worthy of notice, namely, 
that the cases are not affiliated on any par- 
ticular physician or institution, nor are we 
afforded any data by which we may refer 
them to M. Dance himself. So much the 
better for M. Dance's reputation, for a more 
melancholy exhibition of absolute and per- 
nicious quackery we have never examined ; 
many of the cases are disgraceful to the 
practitioner by whom they were treated. 
In one paper we are presented with a aeries 
of examples of fever treated exclusively by 
tonics; in another, by venesections and 
other evacuations of blood ; in a third, by 
purgatives and emetics, and to each class we 
find observations appended, reasoning on 
the success, or want of success, of a certain 
mode of treatment, and rejecting or adopting 
it, according to the evidence afforded by re- 
sults. But the degree of faith which may be 
reposed on these conclusions may be readily 
estimated, when we see leeching and bleed- 
ing practised in the most advanced stages of 
low typhus fever, and bark administered 
when the abdomen is exquisitely tender to 
the touch. 

We have been induced, on Several ac- 
counts, to offer these cursory remarks on M. 
Dance’s production. In the first place the 
periodical which contains them, stands in 
high repute amongst the “ compilers” of our 
medical contemporaries, and this notice may 
be the means of cautioning the profession 
against attaching any faith to such official, 
authoritative, tabular statements of M. 
Dance’s results, as may appear in an English 
dress, neatly arranged ip rank-and-file order, 
very captivating to the eye, but calculated 
to mislead the judgment ef those who are 
not prepared to suspect the true character of 
the documents. W e have of late repeatedly 
noticed compilations of this kind ; general 
results being extracted from foreign journals 
and put forward as guides for our practice, 
while the cases from which they have been 
deduced have been, either not at all, or, at 
most, very superficially examined. 

Having published this caution, however, 
we may venture to recommend the Memoirs 
to the notice of the pathologist, on account 
of the abundant and admirable necrotomic 
observations which they contain ; for though 
M. Dance boldly contends for the superiority 
of empiric clinical Experiments, yet, to en- 
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fore© his positions, ho advances pathological 
facts of much ? aloe, and with groat anatomi- 
cal precision. 


The Edinburgh Medical and Surgical 
Journal , January, 1831. 

We hare already spoken in compliment- 
ary terms of the current number of the 
Edinburgh Journal, and we have made 
lengthened extracts from its first article on 
tiie state of medical science in Constanti- 
nople. We now proceed to an analysis of 
the remaining original papers, passing over 
a voluminous Essay on the Gibraltar Epi- 
demic by Dr. Smith, which we reserve for 
future consideration. 

Framb^sia. — The third paper is by Mr. 
Mason, on frambaesia, or yaws, which dis- 
ease he describes with great apparent fide- 
lity ; but as the subject is comparatively 
unimportant to the British practitioner, we 
shall pass it over with a superficial notiee. 
A similar disease to the yaws, if the affec- 
tions are not altogether identical, has been 
long prevalent in the south of Ireland, where 
it ia termed the “ button scurvy.** Like 
the frambaesia, its diagnostic character is a 
pale-coloured, granular, compound tubercle, 
capable of propagating by inoculation ; like 
yaws it runs a chronic and lingering course, 
and either induces or predisposes to various 
constitutional disorders, of which the aggra- 
vation of the scrofulous diathesis is of very 
frequent occurrence. We have, however, 
never heard of its affecting the soles of the 
feet in the manner of the crab y^w, though 
that it does do so we have little doubt. We 
are not aware of the existence of any de- 
scription of the “ button scurvy.** Bate- 
man contains no; notice of it, Mr. Plumbe 
is equally silent on the subject, and \re 
cannot find in Alibert’s bombastic, though 
accurate volumes, any description of such 
disease as being endemic in France. We 
would, therefore, call the attention of our 
Irish readers to the disease. The infirma- 
ries of Clare, Cork, and Limerick, afford 
abundant opportunities for investigating it 
in all its stages. We shall be much disap- 
pointed if no further information be elicited 
by this intimation. 

- We cannot leave Mr. Mason*s paper with- 
out transferring to our pages the following 


extraordinary statement respecting the Anti* 

EBULLITION PROPERTIES OP AFRICAN LEG8. 

u An African practice, however, still in 
use among the ignorant negro empirics, 
ought not to pass unnoticed. It is always 
attended with danger, and in some instances 
within my own knowledge has proved fatal. 
It consists in immersing the feet in a medi- 
cated hot-bath, composed of a watery decoc- 
tion of various herbs, and which, by means 
of a slow fire, is kept constantly near the 
boiling temperature. In this state the pa- 
tient’s feet, closely wrapt round with woollen 
cloth, are retained in it for the period of 
nine days with barbarous perseverance, 
often in spite of the cries and supplications 
of some of the more sensitive sufferers, 
while others undergo the process with cal- 
lous indifference. There are instances, as 
I observed above, of the former class of 
unfortunate individuals who have expired 
on the spot. The effects of this dangerous 
practice on the local affection tend to re- 
move the hardened skin from the soles of 
the feet, and with it most probably the crab 
yaw tubercles; but of the permanency of 
the cure I am not sufficiently informed.** 

Now, we should, perhaps, believe every 
word here quoted, did we not recollect that 
Mrs. Glass cooks a leg of mutton thoroughly 
in three hours ; the nine days’ decoction just 
spoken of woulci convert any animal tissue, 
living or dead, into perfect bouilli • 

Quack Medicines.— -The next article is 
by Dr. Hancock, on the Mai d’Estomac, or 
Cachesia Africans. The paper, notwith- 
standing its obsolete and disagreeable phrase- 
ology, # may be read with some advantage in 
the West Indies, but in this country it is 
only interesting for the following valuable 
note/with'tbe observations in which, from re- 
peated experiments, we entirely coincide:— 

“ Certain empirical remedies are occa- 
sionally found to have great efficacy, and 
deserve more attention than has yet been 
bestowed in discovering the nature of their 
pharmaceutical composition. Dr. Paris has 
justly observed, that they not unfrequentiy 
afford instances of some of our best com? 
pounds, whilst the modern mania, for sim- 
plicity in prescribing, has robbed us of many 
of the more efficient remedies formerly in 
use as officinals. Some twenty years ago a 


* On which account, as it was very long, wo 
were induced to decline, several months since, the 
publication of Dr. Hancock's paper in this journal; 
and while mentioning this circumstance, we take 
the opportunity of stating, that wjthin the last year, 
there have been published twenty worthless papeis 
in the pages of a certain characterless and vernal 
periodical, which had previously been rejected by 
The Lancet. 
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eertaha nostrum Was used in tbs cobmfes, 
end with great success, in Med (TEstomac, 
as reported by certain practitioners. It was 
Sent home to some eminent chemist for ana- 
lysis, and reported to contain arsenic . l^his 
Was not improbable, although I have learnt 
to place butlittle confidence in the pretend- 
ed examination of quack remedies. We see 
in several late works a display, or professed 
disclosure, of shell secrets, and in which the 
domponfents are ifaentioned without the least 
doubt ad being indicated by chemical ana- 
lysis. The reports we have hitherto seen 
published in some magazines, and repeated 
in the Pharmacologia of Dr. Paris, Rennie’s 
and Gray’s Supplements, &c., are little 
worthy of regard ; they have for the most 
part been got up merely under k show of 
science. The old nostrum, for instance, 
called ‘ Spilsbury’s Drops,’ is said, in 
these reports, to contain two drachms of 
corrosive sublimate to a pint of the men- 
struum ; but several samples I have examin- 
ed showed no traces of this mineral. One 
of these I bought expressly for examination 
from the proprietors in Soho Square, but 
the sense of taste alone would show this 
absurdity. ***** With respect to such 
false reports, some will exclaim, * It is 
right to put people on. their guard against 
quack medicines.’ Mow, it has no such 
effect, but is liable to produce the moat fatal 
results. Gentlemen who give publicity to 
such mistatements are not aware they are 
entailing much greater evils on society them 
touM arise from all the quackery which they 
ere desirous to defeat. They should consider 
that the more saleable postrums are pre r 
pared by many other persons besides the 
proprietors, and that the prescriptions thus 
published will be followed by numerous 
imitators. Let ns suppose, then, that a 
person who has been in the babit of taking 
large doses of Spilibury’s Drops , gets a 
bottle of that prepared with 5ij of sublimate 
io a pint of menstruum, and takes bis usual 
dose, the result, rt is plain, might prdve 
fatal.” 

SotSfS OF TIip CHAN<frS8 PRODUCED IK TUB 

COATS OF the. Eye by inflammation. 

The 5th Article is one of much practical 
Value and pathological interest. The author, 
3VIr. Watson, sets out by observing, that 
the investigation of tlie morbid changes of 
Structure in the eye has not jet received 
much elucidation from the labours of the 
morbid anatomist, an assertion in which he 
is borne out by the testimony of all eminent 
writers on the subject, and which is ac- 
counted for by the rarity of a fatal termina- 
tion fiom diseases of the eye. Mr. Watson 
then proceeds to describe the ebangfs ef- 


fected by inflammation 1ft the various tunics. 
The annexed observations on the inflamma- 
tion of the sclerotica are well worth atten-’ 
lion : — 

“ Sclerotica , — Two changes of structure 
of sa opposite nature take place in the scle- 
rotic coat from inflammation : the one con- 
sisting of an increased thickening of the 
coat* the other of a diminution of its natural 
thickness or thipnjng of it. The former of 
these takes place in those cases where this 
coat is alone the seat of inflammation, or 
partakes of the inflammation affecting other 
parts of the eye. The latter appears to take 
place in cases where the other coats of the 
eye are chiefly affected. Increased thick- 
ness of the sclerotica from interstitial depo- 
sition is probably of common occurrence in 
aggravated cases of ophthalmia, though it 
has been rarely observed, owing to its not 
giving rise to any peculiar- morbid pheno- 
mena, and opportunities for dissection rarely 
occurring. Diminished thickness, or inter- 
stitial absortion of the sclerotica, ^ives rise 
to an appearance known by the ndme staphy- 
loma of this edat. Staphyloma sclerotica! 
consists of a part of this coat projecting be- 
yond the rest, and having a bluish colour* 
which is dark in proportion to the thinnesq 
of the part. This blue colour arises from 
the choroid coat being seen through the 
semitransparent conjunctiva and sclerotica. 
It seems to me probable, that the thinning 
and yielding of the sclerotic coat take place 
in coo sequence, of increased pressure from 
morbid accumulation of fluids within the 
eyeball, upon an inflamed portion of this 
coat. It occurs most frequently near to the 
cornea, where the coat is thinnest, and 
where it is most apt to become inflamed, 
from its proximity to the iris apd ciliary 
ligament. * In most of the cases in which f 
have seen this affection', the eyes may be 
said to have been dropsical; dud in none 
of them had an opening been previously 
formed in the cornea or other parts, by 
which any of the humours could have been 
evacuated. In some cases the cellular tissue 
of the hyaloid membrane, containing the 
vitreous humour, has become disorganised 
and absorbed, leaving the eyeball filled with 
limpid fluid, and the lens floating loose 
amongst it. Id others, a morbid accumu 7 
lation of fluid haq taken place between the 
retina and choroid coat.” 

Speaking of inflammations of the iris, the 
author contends, that simple iritis is ex- 
tremely rare, but that ip a vast majority of 
cases the choroid coat, ifi also affected. In 
some rare, cases, Mr. Watson has noticed 
the growth of a red fsngous-lookisg sub- 
stance from the surface of the iris, |n 
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psartnct which occasionally inducea the 
inexperienced to apprehend malignant in- 
curable disease of that organ, when a few 
soothing remedies would remove the affec- 
tion. Two cases of mixed iritis and cho- 
roiditis are related, which tend to show that 
elusion not unfrequently takes place in the 
rstina-clioroid cavity. For the cure of this 
the author recommends puncturing the scle- 
rotic and choroid coats by means of a grooved 
needle, in one of these cases Mr. Watson 
records the curious fact, that cholesterine 
was found in the vitreous humour. 

Follicular Origin of some Vaginal 
Tumours.— Some brief but important obser- 
vations on this subject, by Mr.G. O.Hem- 
ing, follow. In two cases which he exam- 
ined after death, he thus describes the pe- 
culiar appearances to which he calls the at- 
tention of the profession : — 

“ Sir Astley Cooper has, in a very inte- 
resting paper, shown that some encysted 
tumours consist in enlargement of cutaue- 
ous follicles; and in the course of his work 
upon hernia, that gentleman has described 
a.similar tumour originating in enlargement 
of a mucous follicle, situated just below the 
meat 14s uriuat'iu* in women. 

“ It has not, I believe, been hitherto 
conjectured, that some of those tumours 
which are known occasionally to occupy the 
pelvis and obstruct parturition bare a simi- 
lar origin. This fact appears, however, to 
be distinctly established by cases which 
have fallen under my observation ; and it is 
the more important, because it immediately 
suggests the propriety and safety of the 
treatment by free incision. 

“ I have carefully examined the bodies 
of two women, in whom I found tumours of 
tliis description projecting into the vagina ; 
in one there were two of these tumours, in 
the other there was a tingle one as large as 
an egg. On a minute examination of their 
internal structure, it was evident that they 
consisted of obstructed lacunae, which had 
thereby become dilated into a cyst, and dis- 
tended by a gelatinous fluid. I was enabled 
to trace distinctly in the smallest tumour a 
continuation of the mucous membrane of the 
vagina into .the tumour, and a reflection of 
this membrane forming the lining to the 
latter. I can have no doubt that the tumour 
in Mrs. Hollingsworth, the particulars of 
which I am about to detail, was of the same 
nature. Mr. Vincent, as well as myself, 
was convinced of this fact ; and it is pro- 
bable that the greater number of those tu- 
moars which obstruct parturition, and which 
have been described by the authors who 
have written on this subject, were of similar 
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origin. If this be thp cw, I think no one 
would doubt that when they existed in la- 
bour, so as to obstruct the descent of the 
child, the best practice is to evacuate, and 
thereby diminish them by a very free 
opening •’ 

In the case alluded to, Mr. Heming dis- 
sected out the tumour. The operation was 
attended with very considerable haemor- 
rhage, but this was stopped by plugging the 
vagina with lint, and in three weeks the 
patient was quite well. We should remark 
she was not pregnant. Mr. Heming cor- 
rectly attaches much importance to a just 
diagnosis, and this he considers may be cer- 
tainly established by tracing the origin of 
the tumour, and taking into consideration 
the circumstances of the case. Thus, hi 
the instance he describes, “ it could not be 
prolapsus, for the neck of the uterus could be 
felt above the tumour in its natural situation, 
and the same circumstance, together with 
the absence of the symptoms of pregnancy, 
proved that it could not bq retroversion of 
1 the uterus/* 

Operation for Restoring the Column 
na Nasi. — Mr. Liston describes the opera- 
tion in these words 

: *« The patient’s head being held back- 

wards, the under surface of the point of the 
nose is pared, so as to present a raw and 
concave surface ; a bistoury is then twice 
passed through the upper lip, close to the 
root of the original columns, and each time 
carried forwards to the mouth in a straight 
directioq, and with little sawing motion, so 
as to include a slip about a quarter of an inch, 
in breadth. This slip, composed of skin, 
mucous membrane, and the interposed tis- 
sues, is then deprived of its prolabium, and 
elevated without twisting, so that its oral 
margin is placed in contact with the raw 
surface on the tip of the nose ; and in tbi« 
position it is retained by a point of convo- 
luted suture, a pin being passed obliquely 
through the point of the nose and the upper 
part of the new columns. The raw edges 
in the wound of the lip are brought into 
accurate apposition by two points pf twisted 
suture, as the operation for harelip/* 

Mr. Liston operated in this manner ip 
five cases with complete success, He in- 
sists particularly on the circumstance, that 
the slip removed from the Up should not be 
twisted at its attachment, but that it should 
be simply raised, is if on a hinge, the mu- 
cous membrane remaining external. In a 
few weeks, he states# this membrane be- 
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comes assimilated to the cutaneous texture, 
and no inconvenience is sustained by the 
growth of the beard internally, as the hairs 
from moisture and want of cropping soon 
lose their rigid character, and entirely re- 
semble the hair peculiar to that situation. 
In a case in which Dupuytren lately ope- 
rated without success, Mr. Liston considers 
the principal cause of failure to have been 
the twisting of the fleshy attachment to 
the upper lip. He also shows satisfactorily 
that the loss of part of the lip in these cases 
does not cause, but rather remedies, a de- 
formity, inasmuch as from wanting the sup- 
port of the columns nasi, the lip hangs down 
in the manner seen in scrofulous persons, j 

On the mutual Action of Blood and 
Atmospheric Air. — We now arrive at the 
essay on this subject by Dr. Christison, 
being the first of an intended series of in- 
quiries on some disputed points in the che- 
mical physiology of the blood and respira- 
tion. This article is fraught with interest- 
ing matter, and we accordingly subjoin an 
ample abstract of its most important parts. 

■ Dr. Christison declares his object in this 
part of his inquiry to be, to ascertain “ what 
changes really take place, and whether the 
arterialization of the blood in the lungs is a 
■vital or a physical process,” observing that 
from the well-known phenomena of respira- 
tion, as far as it concerns the colour of the 
blood, and the effect on the inhaled air, it has 
been generally considered to be dependent 
on physical rather than on vital causes. Very 
lately, however, Dr. John Davy has, from ex- 
perimental researches, been induced to con- 
tradict this opinion, and to state that air and 
recently-drawn blood have no mutual action 
whatever, that the colour of blood is not 
changed, that no oxygen disappears from 
the air, and that no carbonic acid is formed 
in it. Dr. Davy also asserts that the emi- 
nent chemists and physiologists who brought 
forward these doctrines, fell into the error 
by using blood in a state of incipient putre- 
faction. 

On Dr; Davy’s statements our author 
makes the following remarks : — 

“ I shall first consider the question as to 
the change the blood undergoes in colour 
by being placed in contact with air, and 
then the question ks to the change the air 
undergoes in its turn. The effect of agita- 
tion with air in changing the colour of blood 


has always appeared to me obvious and 
unequivocal. Dr. Davy says the change is 
more apparent than real, is produced by the 
blood being converted for a time by the agi- 
tation into bloody froth, and gives place after 
repose to the original dull purple colour 
peculiar to venous blood. I have not been 
able to observe what is here mentioned, 
provided the blood used was fresh and not 
decayed. The purple venous blood always 
became by agitation with air brightly crim- 
son, and remained so for more than a day, 
sometimes for four days ; and the difference 
in tint was so great that no one could mis- 
take the two varieties of blood at the dis- 
tance even of five-and-twenty or thirty feet. 
Dr. Davy adds, that agitation in hydrogen 
gas had the same effect on venous blood as 
agitation in atmospheric air. But in this 
respect also my experiments differ from his. 
When I agitated venous blood in hydrogen, 
which had previously been entirely freed 
from oxygen by a ball of spongy platinum, 
no change whatever could be remarked in 
the colour ; and when the same blood was 
then agitated in atmospheric air, it became 
bright crimson as usual. In all the experi- 
ments I have been mentioning, the blood 
was drawn not more than three hours, and 
sometimes only one hour, before it was used. 
There appears to me, therefore, no reason for 
doubting that venous blood acquires the 
colour peculiar to arterial blood, after being 
agitated with air out of the body.” 

On a former occasion we ventured to 
speak slightingly of some of Dr. Davy's 
chemical researches, and we should not be 
surprised if Dr. Christison has now put an 
"extinguisher” on his investigations. At 
least the public will not for the future 
sacrifice so much to a name as they have 
hitherto done, but, like Dr. Christison, will 
perhaps experiment for themselves, before 
they subscribe to any opinion no matter bow 
authoritatively it may be set forth. 

Dr. Christison next examines into the 
correctness of Dr. Davy's assertion, that 
" the colour of the blood is not changed, 
that no oxygen disappears from the air, and 
that no carbonic acid is formed in it.” Of 
his results he speaks in these terms 

“ I am sorry, however, that my experi- 
ments on these points compel me again to 
differ from so eminent and accurate a che- 
mist. I have tried the effect of agitating 
venous blood iu air no less than thirteen 
times, in expectation of meeting with some 
fact which might reconcile my previous ob- 
servations with those of Dr. Davy, but 1 
have not been able to remark in a single in- 
stance that want of action on the air which 
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he believes lift has established. I shall de- 
scribe the experiments here alluded to in 
detail. For they seem to afford more pre- 
cise information than any hitherto possessed 
respecting the arterialization of the blood 
out of the body ; they prove completely 
that the process of arterialization, so far as 
regards the changes which the blood under- 
goes in colour, and the air in composition, is 
a chemical and not a vital phenomenon ; and 
they will contribute afterwards to explain 
some doubtful points in the physiology of 
the blood, which it is otherwise extremely 
difficult to comprehend.*' 

The experiment* alluded to are perfectly 
satisfactory. 

On the important question of the absorp- 
tion of nitrogen by the blood, the author 
•peaks as follows 

“ The quantity of azote in the residual air 
appeared in general to be exactly the same 
as that in the air originally. In three ex- 
periments the azote in the residual air and 
that in the original air were as follows : — 


1st, 10.10 cubic inches 10.12 

2d, 10.26 do 10,27 

3d, 10.33 do 10.35 


Here then certainly no azote was absorbed 
or given off by the blood. In two experi- 
ments, however, a very small quantity ap- 
peared to be given off by the blood. But 
of this I am by no means satisfied, as the 
present method of experimenting is on too 
small a scale to justify any safe conclusion re- 
garding such small differences as I obtained/* 

On this subject M. Collard de Martigny 
has recently made some interesting experi- 
ments ; he found in four trials with 244 
cubic inches of air, that azote was exhaled 
to the amount of 1-9, 1-8, 1-6, 0-1, cubic 
inch ; in an equal number of experiments 
with 2 IS cubic inches, the quantity evolved 
was 4-1, 3-6, 1-8, and 1-3 cubic inches; 
and lastly, in a single trial with 183 cubic 
inches, the quantity was four cubic inches. 
Notwithstanding these experiments, we 
would still incline to Dr. Edwards’s opinion, 
that the absorption or evolution of nitrogen 
depends chiefly on the age of the animal, the 
climate, and the season of the year. 

Dr. Christison next advances some im- 
portant facts and speculations concerning the 
different rate* of absorption of oxygen by 
Tenons blood, which he has noticed to take 
place, — differences which he considers, and 
proves to be, too great to be dependent on 
the degree of exposure of the blood while 
issuing from the yein. 

44 The first cause of this different degree 


of absorption of oxygen, is A difference in 
the degree of venosity or veoalization of the 
blood in passing through the capillaries. 
That such a difference exists, is partly indi- 
cated by varieties in the colour of venous 
blood, which no medical man can have failed 
to remark. The usual colour of venous blood 
while issuing from a vein is dark purple ; 
but in many febrile diseases, where the cir- 
culation is much excited, and especially iu 
severe cases of acute rheumatism, its colour 
is unusually florid ; and I have several times 
seen it issue of so bright a tint, that the 
operator was for an instant afraid he had 
opened an artery. This peculiar state of 
the venous blood will be naturally ascribed 
to the arterial blood having been less venal- 
ised in passing through the capillary circu- 
lation. - - - Accordingly, the least alteration 
of oxygen invariably occurs in those febrile 
diseases where the circulation is much ex- 
cited, and the respiration at the same time 
free. These conditions exist most especially 
in acute rheumatism ; and it was therefore 
in cases of this disease that the instances of 
slight action formerly mentioned have oc- 
curred. On nil these occasions the blood 
was evidently more florid than usual, and ia 
the instance where the loss of oxygen was 
only 0.57 of a cubic inch, the stream from 
the vein was so bright, that the gentleman 
who opened it had at first some suspicion 
that he had opened the artery.” 

Another material cause of different ab- 
sorption, Dr. Christison consider* to be 44 a 
difference in the proportion of colouring 
matter in the blood : — 

44 Every physiologist is aware that the 
proportion of solid matter contained in the 
blood, and consequently the proportion ofita 
colouring matter, differ much in different 
circumstances. This is a subject, however, 
upon which very little precise information 
has been collected, and very few experi- 
mental inquiries have been made. It is 
therefore one of the topics which it ia my 
purpose in the present series of investiga- 
tions to endeavour to elucidate, by establish- 
ing what are the conditions of the body iu 
which the colouring matter and other prin- 
ciples of the blood abound or are defective, 
and what relations their abundance or defi- 
ciency bears to diseases and their progress. 
My experiments in this department of in- 
quiry are still too few in number to admit of 
being mentioned particularly. But I may 
anticipate the results which will be stated ou 
a future occasion, by observing, that a very 
great difference does really exist in the pro- 
portion of solid ingredients, or in what may 
be termed the richness of the blood, and that 
its colouring matter appears to be peculiarly 
deficient in the advanced stages of fever, and 
in some forms of dropsy.” 
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A case of dropsy it lien described, in 
which this deficiency of colouring matter 
was found to exist, and in which the absorp- 
tion of oxygen was proportionately minute, 
f he author then concludes his paper by cha- 
ritably offering some excuses for Dr. Davy's 
u failure,'* which he attributes to the small 
quantities of blood and large volumes of air 
on which that gentleman made his experi- 
ments. We leave them to arrange these 
compliments between them, and conclude 
our notice of Dr. Cbristison's paper, by ex- 
pressing our hope that he will not long with- 
hold the continuation of his researches. 

Venereal Diseases. — The lltli article 
by Dr. Donnelly, surgeon of the Hussar 
frigate, on the treatment of the venereal 
disease, presents an elaborate series of 
facts respecting that disease, collected dur- 
ing his service on board the Hussar and the 
Sparrow-hawk, and during his superintend- 
ence of the Bermuda and Halifax naval 
hospitals. The sum of his observations he 
presents chiefly in the tabular form, which, 
of course, precludes any attempt at analysis 
qn our parts. His therapeutic conclusions, 
however, are briefly told, and possess much 
practical value. 

“ Iff then, the data I have furnished are 
consider^ sufficient to warrant any deduc- 
tion, I can only conclude, that, as far as 
shortening the time of cure is important, 
the advantage is much in favour of the non- 
mercurial treatment, which is at least gra- 
tuitous, where sores heal without its aid, 
whilst the inconvenience to the patient and 
service is infinitely less. With regard to 
secondary symptoms, I am inclined to think 
that five out of eighty-one is a smaller pro- 
portion than would have followed full mer- 
curial courses in them all, or perhaps would 
succeed to such a liberal use of mercury in 
any equal number of persons, ns happened 
to some of the secondary cases of the Hussar 
and Sparrow-hawk. As in all the others, 
from eighteen months to two years have on 
an average elapsed since their cure, I see 
little reason to apprehend the development 
of any sequelae, considering also, that in the 
five cases in which secondary symptoms 
have occurred, the average time subsequent 
to the primary disease was only four months 
and a half.*' 

Filaria Medinensis. — The last article 
consists of extracts fipm a correspondence 
on the JUaria medinensis between some of 
the medical officers in the honourable East 


India Company's service at Bombay, and a 
letter from Dr. R. Grant, professor ofi com- 
parative anatomy in the University of Lon- 
don. The nature of the correspondence 
may be expressed in a few words. In order 
to amuse themselves while under the influ- 
ence of the dog-star, the East India officers 
debated the question, whether the sub- 
stance protruded in cases of dracuncle is 
an individual animal, or a dead portion of 
lymphatic yessels. Party raged so high on 
this vital affair, that a box containing spe- 
cimens was sent- to Edinburgh for investiga- 
tion, with copies of all the arguments pro 
and con. The matter has been referred t° 
Dr. Grant, who has ascertained the sqb- 
stance to be a living /Uat'ia medmensis • 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 
CLINICAL LECTURE 

DELIVERED BY 

Da. ELLIOTSON, 

Feb . 7, 1831. 

cancer of the womb. 

I have to show you, Gentlemen, this 
morning, a horrid specimen of cancer of the 
womb. [Here the lecturer exhibited the 
womb and adjacent parts in a dreadfully 
diseased state.} You observe here the 
uterus. The body of the womb you observe 
is very little enlarged, but Exceedingly 
hardened, quite of scirrhous hardness, and 
the neck is nearly consumed by ulceration ^ 
the os uteri is perfectly destroyed- Thai 
induration is greatest at that part which is 
nearest the ulcerated portion ; and as you 
ascend towards the fundus, the induration, 
is less, till at last the structure is compara- 
tively healthy, but still, more compact than 
it ought to be. This is the urinary bladder, 
which has been cut into. The disease had 
not ulcerated into that organ, nor into the 
rectum. Here is the bladder: and here the 
rectum, which also, you observe, is entire, 
excepting at one minute part, where the 
coats are exceedingly thin, and there is now* 
a small aperture ; but I rathe* think this has. 
been made after death, in withdrawing the. 
parts from the pelvis. You see that on the 
other side the ulceration has penetrated so 
as to thin the parts very much, but whether 
the aperture took plaoe during life as not,. 
I will not ptetsnfl to sag. . Hqpfytt, if tho 
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pat i en t had Hfad a week U>Rg«r t there cer- 
tainly would hare been an aperture into the 
rectum. The bladder appears thickened, 
but there is no ulceration of it. The 
vagina is more or lest implicated. The 
discharge was of the most fetid description ; 
it was hardly supportable to those standing 
near the woman, when the bed-clothes were 
turned up. This case follows the general 
l*w of tbose parts of cavities which are 
nearest to their opening, being the most 
liable to disease. The larynx is particu- 
larly liable to disease ; the cardia, the py- 
lorus, the ileum just where it enters the 
ocsoum, and again the rectum, are all far 
more liable to structural disease than any 
other parts of the alimentary canal. With 
respect to the oterns, you see here that the 
fundus is comparatively healthy ; the nearer 
you approach the neck, and, still more, the 
nearer yon approach the situation of the os 
uteri, the greater is the havoc. This is the 
front of the uterus ; here is the vagina. 

You observe that, externally, adhesions 
have taken place. The fallopian tubes are 
adherent to the uterus in about half their 
length, and all the surrounding parts are 
more or less in a state of adhesion to that or- 
gan similar to what is observed in phthisis. 
Whenever there is a large collection of tu- 
bercular substance deposited in the sub- 
stance of the lung near the surface, the cor- 
responding spot of the surface is almost 
always found adherent to the costa) pleura. 
Natnre’a view in this, as a general rule, is, 
dearly, to prevent mischief as much as pos- 
sible. As ulceration goes on within, the ad- 
hesions without, prevent the ulceration of 
the organ from coming into connexion, and 
forming a communication with, the cavity of 
the serous membrane, be it the cavity, of the 
peritoneum, of the pleura, or whatever else. 

I shall now cut iota the fallopian tube of 
the left side, and yon will see that it is la- 
bouring under the same scirrhous affection 
precisely as the womb itself. Here is the 
fallopian tube opened, and you observe 
scirrhous deposit even here. It is all thick- 
ened together, in a state of great induration 
and some enlargement. Here are two 
patches of circumscribed hardness, which 
are beginning to soften in their centre. 
This is a very good specimen of the course 
of scirrhus. Scirrhus. bard as it may he at 
first, after a time softens down ; when soft- 
ened, the substance is sometimes oalled cti- 
cephaloid substance. It is said by some to 
soften down, into an encep haloid mass. But 
that is inacour&te. There is no appearance 
of that brain-like matter which you see in 
the psrticular disease called encepbaloid 
affection. 

There is frequently, in these cases, a 
deposit of black matter— a degree of meUmo- 
ms.; and hers, accordingly , is a collection 


of hkek matter ; it is rather extensive, and 
quite black. You sometimes find, in various 
parts of the body, scirrbus, encepbaloid, 
melanosis. The last is now generally con- 
sidered to be an innocent disease ; to da 
no barm, except as far as the balk of the 
black deposit may. produce mechanical in- 
convenience ; but though of itself it is not 
malignant, it, like others in themselves 
malignant, may be united with malignant 
diseases. 

Here is s large encysted tumour filled 
with iuid, or s large collection of fluid, - 
at the side of the womb, giving an ap-, 
pearanoe of wbat was. formerly called an 
hydatid, though the term hydatid should be 
restricted to those formations which consist 
of vesicular animals, and should not be ap- 
plied to mere encysted tumours. The one 
looks exactly like what is oalled a wind egg, 
an egg without a shell — merely membranes 
without any calcareous deposit. Here is 
another scirrhous tumour excessively hard, 
indurated like cartilage. All around by the 
side of the womb yon see that the more 
external part of the section is of s light* 
grey colour, while the more central is of s 
yellow colour, and between the two you 
observe it is red — of an excessively vascular 
appearance. This is a very beautiful ap* 
earance of disease. The tumour which I. 
ave now shown you might he taken for an 
ovary, but I never saw an ovary, when cut 
into, present that appearance. Uere is the 
ovary itself at the exterior of the fallopian 
tube, which I have cut open, and it is in a 
state of ulceration . Y ou observe something 
like the granular vesicular character which 
we see in ovaries. It is undoubtedly that 
organ, hut adherent to the neighbouring 
parts. The fallopian tubes, the uterus, and 
the ovaries, are all grown together. It is 
very common to fin d in the ovaries a black 
moss such as you see here. 

On the other aide of the womb you no- 
tice, corresponding to the part 1 have shown 
you, another mass of soirrhua, which is white 
without, but within the whitened part k is 
excessively red, and there is also a dark 
colour in some parts. It is in the progress 
of softening-down towards the centre, but 
is still tough. At the moment of cutting into 
it, it was excessively offensive. This mass, 
I presume, is merely s very great deposit in 
the left side of the womb, projecting and 
forming a globe. There is a great part of 
the cavity of the womb left, but you notice 
a substance excessively hard st one spot, 
forming a tubercle. 

You observe that the uterus is not muck 
increased in size, but it has become very 
irregular ; that is to say, it has bosses here 
and there, according to the degree of change 
or new deposit ; it has become irregular in 
shape in various parts. This sptcimef 
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illustrates also the fact, that when organic 
disease advances, it is not confined to one 
structure. Here is the mucous membrane 
in a state of rapid ulceration, and here is 
the substance of the womb itself, and here 
the peritoneum in a state of consider* 
able hypertrophy, in a scirrhous state ; 
in fact, this which is external is the peri- 
toneum fallen into a state of great hyper- 
trophy, enlargement, and induration. 

From the obstruction that takes place at 
the termination of the ureters in the bladder, 
you will very frequently find the pelvis of 
the kidney enlarged, and very frequently even 
the iufundibula too. You remark that one 
of these kidneys has a large cavity formed in 
it, and this is solely by the accumulation of 
tlie urine. Here is the pelvis of the kidney 
not much enlarged, hut here is one of the 
infundibula of very great size. Frequent- 
ly, as the termination of the ureters in the 
bladder becomes diseased, — becomes scir- 
rhous, and the peritoneum and cellular mem- 
brane all around are indurated, the urine 
does not readily enter the bladder. •< The 
consequence is, an accumulation of urine all 
the way up the ureters, in the pelves and 
infundibula, so that the whole kidney is 
sometimes almost reduced to a bag. The 
other kidney I will now open. You 
perceive that its pelvis is larger than that 
of the other, and the infundibula also are 
dilated. This kidney would soon have be- 
come a complete bug, instead of being a 
pretty solid organ, as it is naturally. 

In scirrhus, I believe there is in general 
both a transformation and a new formation. 
I believe that the structures are changed 
into other structures, and that a new kind 
of substance is deposited among them. In 
this disease, parts which are naturally soft 
become cartilaginous, particularly the cel- 
lular membrane. There is a transformation 
to a sort of cartilaginous substance; but 
besides that, a new substance appears to be 
deposited within the fibres of this cartilagi- 
nous mass. In general this disease is not 
very distinctly circumscribed. You see 
here that the disease runs imperceptibly 
into all the surrounding parts. The cellu- 
lar membrane around the uterus is more or 
less in an indurated state, and the surround- 
ing parts areall grown together. 

Scirrhus is generally at first of a light- 
grey colour, and semi-transparent if cut into 
thin slices. I have now cut a thin slice of 
it and you perceive its translucency. You 
may consider the exterior of this specimen 
as exemplifying what scirrhus is, in colour 
at the beginning a little greyish, and, when 
cut thin, rather transparent. 

You will observe in scirrhus two parts, a 
fibrous, and a softer 'inorganic substance ; 
but the fibrous structure forms the chief 
part. In this part of the womb which has not 


become ulcerated, you observe this fibrous* 
structure, and really it here to the eye cuts like 
a turnip. The part I now point out, is in the * 
first stageof the disease, and here is anotlier 
whicl^ is becoming very scirrhous, where 
the bard white fibres are more numerous 
nnd bulky, and the fibrous substance, as I just 
said, is the chief part. Here you observe 
a number of the fibres running in various 
directions forming septa. These are opaque, 
aud whiter thou the rest of the substance. 
The septa thus produced occasion it to cut 
like a turnip, and run in all directions, now 
and then forming cells. 

The proportion of the fibrous structure to 
that which is deposited within the septa 
formed by it, is very various in different 
instances ; and according to its distribution 
and proportion you have the various appear- 
ances of these scirrhous tumours ; some look 
like the breast, and are colled mammary ; 
some like the pancreas, and are called pan- 
creatic ; some like tubercles— -not sorofulous 
tubercles, but granules and tubera, and then 
they are called, though with some confusion 
of terms, tubercular. After a time, the less 
hard Substance deposited within the septa, 
between the fibres, softens down into some- 
thing like jelly, sometimes like syrup or 
gum ; and this change is always first ob- 
served in the centre, which originally was 
the hardest part. YVhen the parts ulcer- 
ate, then the disease is called cancer . Sup- 
puration of the surrounding cellular mem- 
brane takes place ; the edgesof the ulcerated 
part are everted and elevated, and sometimes 
hard cauliflower excrescences grow from 
the centre of the ulceration, and as this 
extends very deep, great irritation of the 
constitution takes place, and an intoler- 
ably foetid discharge ; sloughing occurs, 
and the neighbouring lymphatic glands gene- 
rally become contaminated. Here is a mass 
of glands taken off the spine. You see that 
they are enlarged, are almost scirrhous. 

If the patient had lived, these glands would 
have gone through the same process as the 
uterus itself, Boftening down and ulcerating. 

This particular disease generally attacks 
parts originally which are not necessary to 
life, and especially parts the functions of which 
have been interrupted, or have never been 
performed, or parts that have been injured. 

It attacks the breast, the uterus, the ova- 
ries, the testes, and the thyroid gland chiefly. 
The four first of these are parts which are 
not necessary to life, but are possessed by 
individuals for the sake of another race to 
succeed them. Life would go on just as 
well without them, as healthily, though not, 
you will perhaps say, so merrily and so hap- 
pily. (Laughtei\) However, other parts, 
which are for the individual himself and some . 
of which are important to life, become affect- * 
ed secondarily, the lifer, the lungs, the 
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spleen, if one cm say it is necessary to 
life — the pancreas, if it too is necessary to 
life ; the brain and its membranes, the omen- 
tum, the mesentery, the medullary mem- 
brane of the bones, and even the skin ; that 
is to say, al though parts which are decidedly 
not necessary to life, or so much for the 
individual himself, those oftenest origi- 
nally affected, yet the disease will spread to 
other parts intended for the individual him- 
self, and even to parts most important to 
the system. 

You are perhaps aware that it affects 
the bones ; that persons who have cancer 
have sometimes their bones softened, friable, 
and broken. Women who have had can- 
cerous breasts have broken their legs in 
bed, and on inspecting the parts, a bloody 
mass has been found in the medullary cavity 
and the cancelli, and the surrounding parts 
all blended together, the muscles blend- 
ed with the bone and cartilages, and a 
morbid mass produced, in which spicula of 
bone are occasionally found. You will find 
cases of this kind mentioned by Mr. Salter, 
a surgeon, in the 15th volume of the Med. 
Chirur. Trans. There are specimens of this 
sort in the Museum of this hospital which 
1 ought to have ordered in, but it escaped my 
retollecdon before lecture that we had any. 

This disease is generally attended with 
great pain, pain of a sharp stabbing charac- 
ter. It seldom occurs before the middle 
period of life. It must be a very extraor- 
dinary thing to see it in a child. Now and 
then 1 certainly have seen it in young per- 
sons, but as a general rule it does not occur 
before the middle period of life, and then 
it will sometimes remain inert for many 
years. In other persons, however, it soon 
augments and softens, and irritation, sup- 
puradon, ulceration, and sloughing, take 
place. Besides its remaining occasionally 
inert for many years, nature will sometimes 
effect a cure j the diseased part will com- 
pletely slough out, be turned out, and the 
individual get well ; but this is a rare occur- 
rence. 

Whan the irritation has become very 
great, the patient iu this, as in other malig- 
nant diseases, acquires a particular straw- 
coloured hue, and this state of the body has 
beeu called the cancerous cachexia. It is 
not the paleness you see in cases of exces- 
sive loss of blood or enlarged spleen, hut it 
is a particular straw- colour look ; it is not 
like the appearance in ague, that is a dirty 
straw-colour ; it is a clear straw-colour, a 
pale sallow hue, a sallowness which is very 
characteristic, and which is considered as 
indicative of cancerous or malignant ca- 
chexia. 

Now the patient from whom this mass of 
disease was taken, was admitted into the 
hospital about two months before her death. 


Her name was A. M , she was 47 years 

of age, and had had the complaint two years. 
She said she had laboured under excessive 
menorrhagia during the whole of this time, till 
the last four weeks, since which a green 
water only had come away ; but till the last 
four weeks she had had excessive and con- 
stant discharge of a bloody fluid. She also 
complained of strangury, continually desir- 
ing to make water, and voiding it with very 
great pain. She always had a hearing down 
forwards, and it would have been extraordi- 
nary if she had not, when you consider the 
proximity of the bladder to the parts af- 
fected. The pain which she experienced 
was constant and severe — in the hypogastric 
region, in the region of the womb, and like- 
wise across the upper p&Tt of the thighs. 
There is almost always an extension of the 
pain to the hips, and frequently down the 
thighs. In the uterus there was not only a* 
constant sharp pain, but a throbbing and prick- 
ing ; and she said that in every respect her 
sufferings were like those of labour, only 
that she had little pain in her loins. I beard 
from her, that at the time of her admission 
she had a discharge of clear water from the 
uterus, particularly in the morning ; and that 
during the menorrhagia she had always felt 
pain in the left breast, shooting down to the 
pelvis, and showing the sympathy between 
the two organs. I need not say that, having 
been ill for two years, she was excessively 
weak, and confined to her bed. She never 
got out of it here I believe, at least 1 
never saw her out of it after her admission. 
Sbehad oedema of the legs, and, after deatb y 
oedema of the hands was observed. On ex- 
amination per vaginam as soon as she came 
in, I found the neck of the uterus exces- 
sively hard, as hard as &uy cartilage, and 
immovable. It was impossible to make the 
least impression on the Bubstance with the 
fingers, or produce the least movement. 
There was one hard solid mass stuck in the 
pelvis. You see now that that must have 
been the case from the extreme adhesions 
of the organ to all the surrounding parts, 
and on looking into the pelvis, at the 
autopsy, the solidification had extended on 
each side of the uterus and broad liga- 
ments, so that there was one solid mass 
in the centre of the pelvis, joined to the 
parts immediately adherent to the bones. 
The os uteri was very irregular. At the 
examination I made during life, ulceration 
had begun, and on withdrawing my fingers, 
I found them covered with blood. This is 
what is commonly found in the advanced 
stage of scirrhus of the womb — the os uteri 
rugged, the neck of the womb excessively 
hard, and on withdrawing your fingers, 
they prove bloody. The examination gave 
her great pain, whenever the os uteri was 
touohed* . ‘ 
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This case was perfectly incurable. The 1 
patient was at the period of life I have al-, 
ready mentioned, namely, 47. She illus- 
trated the age at which cancerous affections 
usually take place ; and she illustrated the 
qther fact I have already alluded to, — that 
the disease most frequently occurs in parrs 
that are not necessary to life, and which 5 
have done their office in the economy. She 
had been ill two years, and was 47 years 
of age, and 45 is about the time at which; 
women in this country cease to menstruate, < 
and ought, one would think, to give over 
employing their generative organs (!!) 
However, she did not illustrate another 
fact ; that is to say, she had had plenty of 
children ; and therefore did not illustrate the 
fact, that parts indisposed to perform their 
functions are the most liable to the disease. 
Certainly the disease occurs more frequently 
in wpmen not married, or if married, in those 
who have had no children ; but still the organ 
in this case had become inert, had furnished 
its share of function, when it fell .into dis- | 
ease. ,1 understand too, though I do not j 
know that that had any-thing to do with it 
(at the same time it might be well if all 
women thought it had), that she was a great 
^in-drinker — never drunk, but always bib- 
/ bin g- 

It was impossible to think of curing the 
disease, or even of lessening it ; and as to 
the extirpation of the uterus, there was such 
a solid mass fixed in the pelvis, that extir- 
pation would have been impossible. If ex- 
tirpation had been possible and resorted to, 
you see some portion of the disease must 
have been left; for all the surrounding parts 
were in a state of scirrhus, as well as the 
womb itself ; the fallopian tubes, ovaries, 
and the broad ligaments, were all scirrhous 
together. She was admitted on the 2nd of 
December, gradually sunk, and died on the 
31st of January. 

Although, however, no good could be done 
in the way of curing the disease, she was 
made exceedingly comfortable, and spent the 
time she passed in the hospital in the great- 
est degree of tranquillity. I gave her imme- 
diately two grains of opium every night, 
and that entirely lulled the pain, so that 
from having suffered dreadfully — having 
been sleepless generally every night, and 
writhing in agony, she passed her nights 
with very great comfort, and lay without 
complaining all the time she was here. 1 
allowed her a pint of porter daily, and the 
house diet. When the opium appeared to 
begin rather to lose its effects, at the end of 
three weeks I allowed her three grains every 
night, and that proved quite sufficient ; she 
never took more. I understood that her 
bowels were regularly open, and when- 
ever I asked her how she was, she always 
replied, «» Very comfortable indeed.” It is 


certainly a great satisfaction that when- you 
cannot save life, you still can mitigate suf- 
fering, and I do not know whether it is not 
upon the whole more important, a greater 
blessing, to make life happy while it lasts, 
and to remove suffering, than to save life. 
She was brought into a state of comparative 
freedom from pain, and certainly one of the 
greatest delights is freedom from pain after 
suffering severely. $he sank very gradually 
and died free from pain. Qne of the great 
ends of our profession is to effect an 

6V0C tVCUTUt. , 

With respect to the power of opium, I 
may mention that Sydenham used opium 
abundantly, perhaps too abundantly, not only 
to relieve suffering in many cases, but as a 
curative means : and he had so high an opinion 
of it, that he used to say it was one of the 
greatest blessings bestowed upon us, and 
that without it medicine would be almost 
nothing. Sine illo manca sit ac claudicet 
medicina , I think are his expressions. I 
would remark that common opium with me 
answers all purposes so well that I very 
rarely think of giving acetate of morphine, 
black-drop, and other peculiar preparations 
of it. I have used them all, and I will not 
deny that now and then a patient may be so 
peculiar as to have one of them agree with 
him better than common opium. But I am 
certain that this is not so very common a 
thing, and there is a great deal of fancy and 
caprice and habit amoug those, who employ 
such preparations, some actually fall iuto 
such a habit as always to prescribe one of 
them. I can only say that in my practice 
common opinm almost always answers every 
purpose that I see answered by them ; and. 
it would be well if all our medicines were of 
as uniform a strength as common opium and' 
its tincture. 

W ith respect to the fcetor of the discharge, 
this poor woman employed a solution of the 
chloride of lime to the vagina. This, or 
some other chloride, is an article that ought 
uever to be omitted, I think, when there is a 
discharge of an offensive nature from a pa- 
tient. If applied assiduously and constant- 
ly, it takes away the smell entirely ; and I 
generally direct it to be applied not only to 
the source of the discharge, and to the dis- 
charge itself, but to be sprinkled around the 
bed of the patient, so as to destroy as much 
as possible the fcetor altogether. I do not 
think that the chlorides are yet by any means 
employed to the extent they deserve. If 
they were used in dissecting-rooms, and 
where any contagion or any effluvium, 
vegetable or apimal, exists, I am satisfied 
that much disease would be prevented— 
innumerable cases of disease that arise 
solely from one emanation or another. The 
destruction of offensive smells is compare* 
tirely n trifle, important a* it is, and some 
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think tli© tmell of the chlorides so disagree- 
able, that they like it as little as an original 
stench. But we should remember that 
chloride is innocent, while the emanation 
that stinks is generally deleterious. You 
cannot do better than read the translation of 
Labarraq ue’a work on the chlorides by my 
friend Mr. Alcock, who has added facts to 
those of the work itself. 

You might have imagined that the 
opium would cause constipation. Yet, 
though a small dose constipates when 
given occasionally, if people take it fre- 
quently and in large quantities, it has often 
no constipating power at all — I do not say 
always, hut very often. 

You are aware that the uterus is subject 
to another disease, called the malignant 
ulcer of the womb. This occurs, I believe, 
more particulatly in the same circumstances 
as scirrhus and cancer of the womb. It be- 
gins, like scirrhus, in the neck, or, indeed, 
some say, in the os uteri itself ; hut the 
uterus is pot indurated around, there is 
merely a dreadful ulceration. Frequently 
the patient complains of very little pain, 
and if you press upon the part you do not 
produce any agony, sometimes hardly any 
pain at all. When you examine a woman 
with scirrhus of the womb, you find ex- 
treme hardness, and that ah© complains 
of excruciating pain ; but in malignant ul- 
ceration of the .womb ' there is no indura- 
tion, and if you press the parts, the .patient 
merely complains of a little smarting. I 
believe there is no new deposit. It was 
known to Dr. William Hunter, and, conse- 
quently, you will find it well described by 
Dr. Baillie ; yet it is singular that, though 
he speaks of soirrhus, he never speaks of 
ulcerated scirrhus of the womb, or open 
cancer of it, at least in the edition that I 
have. All he says is, that M ulceration is 
sometimes discovered upon the internal sur- 
face, hut I believe it is generally wanting 
The omission is hardly to be accounted for. 
This is the view of what is called malig- 
nant ulceration of the womb by Dr. Baillie, 
and which was mentioned by t)r . Willism] 
Hunter in his lectures. (Showing the draw \ 
ing.) Here is the neck of the uterus. The j 
body of the womb is not affected, but some- j 
times it is slightly enlarged. Both malig- 
nant ulcer aud cancer may extend to the 
rectum aud to the bladder. Sometimes 
the cavities are all thrown into one, and then 
the suffering is horrid. 

You are also to remember, that the 
uterus is subject to a hard deposit; some- 
times in large quantity, without any dan- 
ger whatever. Tubercles, are produced 
in the organ, sometimes in the sub- 
stance, sometimes under the peritoneum, 
sometimes under the inner coat,^ and some- 
times hanging into the uterus ; at least Dr. 


Baillie said he once- found a large mass of 
this texture within the uterus and scarcely at- 
tached. These are exceedingly hard, fibrous, 
and white. They consist of small collections 
of fibres heaped up, into little balls, and you 
may distinguish them from one another* 
Sometimes the uterus is so enlarged with 
them, that it may be felt above the pubes, 
which is not the case in true scirrhus, and 
these do no hprm whatever, except the in* 
convenience that may result from their size 
and pressure. I think some one says, who 
has made the subject a matter of inquiry, 
that in examining the bodies of about 10Q 
women, from 45 and 50 years of age, depo- 
sits of this kind were found iu no fewer than 
twenty. They remain inert during the rest 
of life, and produce injury only by their 
bulk, by compressing the neighbouring parts. 
These are called by Dr. Clarke the fleshy 
tubercle ; but that, perhaps, is an improper 
expression, if fleshy means muscular. Yet 
we must remember, that our established 
word Sarcoma is derived from <rop£, flesh, 
and that an abdominal gland is called pan- 
creas from Kpcas, flesh. 

Besides this patient, gentlemen, no other 
has died since I had the pleasure of seeing 
you, but five have been presented : one case 
of acute rheumatism , which was rather ob-. 
stinate, but yielded at last to perseverance 
io local bleeding and mercury ; a case of 
continued fever , which yielded to the same 
treatment ; and a case of 

PALSY OF THE frltlSTS FROM LfcAt), 

Which yielded exactly as the other case 
did about which 1 spoke, in the beginning 
of the season, as illustrating the great use 
of electricity . We have here a good many 
patients labouring under palsy of the wrists, 
on account of the white lead manufactories 
in the neighbourhood, and the number of 
painters in the metropolis, but particularly 
the former. You know that the parts affect- 
ed drop, and the person cannot extend bis 
hand, fingers, or thumb; and they are en- 
tirely useless, if it is severe. I have tried 
a great many things, and certainly nothing 
has answered so well internally as sbych • 
nine, and externally as electricity . The 
other man was cured rapidly by electricity, £ 
this man was cured also by electricity. 1 be 
cure here was much too rapid for one to 
ascribe it to the patient’s removal from bis 
ordinary poisonous business, to tbe resto- 
rative powers of nature, or to any-thing but 
the electricity. The electricity was latterly 
given in sparks, but originally in shocks. 
As the man used to assist when others were 
electrified, one of his hands had a far greater 
share of electricity thau the other, and was 
recovering much faster ; for that, besides 
the shocks it received in common with 
the other, had thus also an abundance of 
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sparks. Hie Aah finding this Land recover 
so much faster than the other, ascribed the 
greater benefit, not to the greater dose of 
electricity, but to the sparks. He requested 
that both hands might now have shocks no 
longer, but sparks ; and as there could be 
no harm in indulging him in his predilec- 
tion for sparks, I ordered him no longer 
shocks, but sparks, and he continued to 
amend, and more rapidly, as he thought, 
under the sparks than before ; however that 
might be, he went out nearly well. He did 
not wish to stay here any longer, being 
satisfied that he was recovered sufficiently’ 
to go to work. He could extend his hand, 
fingers, and thumbs, and grasp very firmly, 
so that he felt he could now gain his living 
again. J am glad to say he found some 
other occupation, and did not return to the 
poison. 

Dr. Pemberton, in his work on diseases 
of the abdominal viscerae, when speaking of 
colic , takes occasion to speak of palsyu>f the 
wrist from lead, the same poison whifch fre- 
quently produces colic, and he recommends 
the hand to be extended on splints. For 
many years, at his recommendation, I caused 
the hand to be thus extended, but I cannot 
say I have had reason to think the practice 
did good. Friction, with various stimulat- 
ing substances, and placing the wrist and 
band in hot water (as hot as it can be borne) 
is very good, but certainly no stimulant is 
equal to electricity or galvanism : we em- 
ploy common electricity here. Electricity 
goes much deeper than any liniment, if you 
use any liniment, of course the stimulus is 
applied merely to the surface, though un- 
doubtedly the friction, and perhaps external 
heat, may affect the parts within. It is the 
parts within that you wish particularly to be 
affected, and electricity will penetrate to the, 
inmost parts ; you may send it where yon 
like ; it is very natural, therefore, to sup- 
pose it much more powerful than any 
external application. The electricity was 
applied from the elbow downwards, all over 
the forearm, wrist, hand, and fingers. 

There is another patient now in the hos- 
pital with the same disease, who is likewise 
improving very much under the same treat- 
ment. 


PROLAPSUS OF THE VAGTNA. i 

There was a woman presented with pro- 
lapsus of the vagina ; she was said to have 
some horrid disease or other of the womb, 
but on examination I found it was nothing 
more than prolapsus of the upper part of the 
vagina. That part appeared so relaxed above, 
that on making the least effort it descended, 
and formed a large globular tumour at the 
upper part, forcing its way downwards and 
forwards, and the uterus descended a little 
with it. The disease appealed to be merely i 


an extreme relaxation of tbe upper and art*- 
teriorpartof the vagina. Upon giving her 
a pessary she was able to go home. 

The patients admitted last week were 
ten ; three females, with hysteria, bronchitis, 
and gastritis ; seven males, with bronchitis, 
chronic dysentery, chronic peritonitis, neu- 
ralgia, palsy of the wrists from le&4> and 
two of secondary syphilis. 


I PROFESSIONAL ATTENDANCE AT DUELS. 

To the Editor of The, Lancet. 

Sir, — Y ou will, perhaps, allow me to in- 
form your readers, that tbe late Mr. Heavi- 
side was the surgeon alluded to by Mr. J us- 
tice Bayley, as having been at the bar of the 
Old Bailey for attendance at a duel. The 
facts of the case were these : — Two gentle- 
men, named Montgomery and M‘Namara, 
upon a very trifling occasion, quarrelled, and 
engaged with inveterate animosity in a duel ; 
they were both known to be;excellent shots, 
and were determined to do business. They 
went to the field attended by their seconds 
and surgeons. When all preliminaries were 
adjusted, the principals fired together ; 
Montgomery fell dead, and M'Namara was 
unhurt. 

The survivor, seconds, surgeons, &c., 
were apprehended and taken to Bow Street. 
M*Namara was committed to Newgate to 
be tried for the murder. Heaviside was 
strongly reproved by the magistrate for 
being present upon such au occasion ; he 
answered in a very grand style, justified his 
conduct, asserted bis right to exercise his 
profession whenever and wherever he was 
called upon to do so, and avowed his deter- 
mination to attend upon any similar busi- 
ness, if, in future, he were called upon. 

“ If that be the case. Sir,” tbe presiding 
magistrate (I think it was Bond) said, “ I 
must teach you to understand the law better, 
and immediately committed him to New- 
gate to be tried as an accessory before the 
fact. M'Namara was tried for the ^murder 
and acquitted. Heaviside was likewise ac- 
quitted and liberated. I conversed with 
him a few days after he was liberated ; be- 
tween ourselves he still insisted upon his 
right to attend upon duels when he was 
called upon to do so, but avowed his deter- 
mination to be very careful how he exer- 
cised that right in future. 

1 I am yours, &c., 

T. Sheldrake. 

No. 73, Upper Berkeley Street, 

Portman Square. 
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THE LANCET. 

London t Saturday, Feb . 26, 1831. 

Wiibn we were so unpolite and indiffer- 
ent last week as to retire from the com- 
manding eloquence and forcible arguments 
of Dr. Anthony Todd Thomson, half- 
professor of medical jurisprudence in the 
University of London, the " grateful” ad- 
mirer of the worshipful hags was enforcing 
the expediency of " erpertness ** and the 
necessity of the powers of prophecy in medi- 
cal witnesses. His words were these; — 
u He is presumed to be an expert witness ; 
to foretee the consequences of his answers; 
to hate some idea beforehand of the nature 
of the questions which lie will be required 
to answer, and to prepare himself accord- 
ingly.” Further j the witness was required 
to *• know as much of the law of evidence as 
would enable him to penetrate the intentions 
of counsel to mislead him.” It certainly 
were to be wished that medical evidence 
were on all occasions unexceptionable. 
Counsel, however, are allowed such vast 
latitude in cross-examination, and medical 
frets and theories are so innumerable, that 
that querist must, indeed, be a dull-headed 
fellow who could not puzzle, or apparently 
Confound, the most learned and philosophical 
• member of our profession. When the doctor 
talks of a witness •* foreseeing the conse- 
quences of his answers, of penetrating the 
intentions of counsel, and of having some 
idea beforehand of the questions he will be 
required to answer,” he reminds us of a pro- 
position made in this metropolis by a cele- 
brated jurist in an annual oration. It was 
toothing more nor less than this That med- 
ical witnesses, that is those for plaintiffs 
and defendants, should meet before going 
into court, and agree <( beforehand upon the 
evidence they should give.” This practice, 
it was stated, would save the profession from 
much reproach and sarcasm, and shield it 
No. $91. 


from those • lamentable exposures of incom- 
petency which are so frequently presented 
to the public in our courts of law. The 
scheme was loudly cheered by, we suspect, 
the Thomsonian portion of the auditory, 
and the exhibition passed off with the great- 
est eclat. On a subsequent occasion, having 
met the learned lecturer in company, be said, 
" Well ; what think you of my plan for 
deciding upon evidence before going into 
court ? Is it not a settler for the brow -best- 
ing counsel, a regular bit ; a knock-down by 

? ” — *• As part of a plan,” we replied, 

"it is probably unexceptionable. A point, 
however, of some importance is requisite to 
make the thing complete. You must agree 
also upon the questions to be propounded by 
counsel in their cross-examinations .” This 
seemed, too, almost a "settler,” for the 
querist concluded the conversation on the 
subject by exclaiming,— " My stars! thi 3 
did not occur to me, we never thought of 
that** So it happens, we believe, with Pro- 
fessor Thomson. It never occurred to bis 
vicious understanding that gentlemen less 
gifted than himself would never be enabled 
to " penetrate the intentions of counsel,” or 
to " foresee the consequences of answers.”. 
We fear it must be confessed, that if the 
failures in the witness-box are equal to the 
failure of Dr. Thomson in this lecture of 
bis, the profession is in but a sorry plight. 
It is really surprising, that a man possessing 
ten grains of commoii sense,, should have 
omitted to perceive that he was inditing 
some of the vilest trash ever ushered into 
public notice, even in the imposing form of 
an " introductory ” lecture. 

Here we had reached the bottom of a page 
(would it had been the last !), when we 
hoped to be relieved for a moment from 
the further inspection of this most sickening 
professorial twaddle. Alas ! disappointment 
is our lot, for at the conclusion of the very 
next sentence, one which relates to the dqty of 
medical witnesses in cases of lunacy, our au* 
thorsays," Without some acquaintance with 

3 A 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



THE TH0MSONIAN CODE OF EVIDENCE. 


the legal object of the inquiry, the evidence | 
of the medical practitioner will not only be | 
defective, but he will scarcely be able to 1 
understand the questions that he may he 
asked.’.’ Thus again intimating, that the 
attention of the witness should be abstracted 
from the immediate and obvious reply to the 
question, by contemplating the objects for 
which the legal inquiry had been instituted* 
or to the consequences which might result 
from the investigation. The cases put by 
the doctor in illustration of the position are 
these : — “ Lunacy, whether it be that 
lunacy which exempts from criminal respon- 
mbilty, or that which incapacitates an indi- 
vidual from the management of his own 
affairs.” Now then, doctor, let us place 
you in the witness-box, in each of these 
cases, and in replying to our questions, we 
beg of you to “ penetrate ” the intentions of 
counsel, and at the same time to devote par- 
ticular attention to the objects of the inquiry. 

First Case • 

The Kino versus Sturdy Press. 

The prisoner was charged with the wilful 
murder of Aberdeen Dus. The case for 
the proseoution having closed, Dr. Thom- 
son was called for the prisoner • 

Question. — Is the prisoner capable of 
managing bis own affairs 1 

Witness.— Yes. 

Ques. — Does be know right from wrong ? 
Is he, do you think, a responsible being 1 

Wit.— No. 

Now reverse the inquiry, the object being 
to prove incapacity merely. 

Quss. — Is Sturdy Press a responsible 
being ? Does he know right from wrong? 

Wit.— Yes* 

Ques. — I s be capable of managing his 
own affairs ? 

Wm— No* 

To say nothing more, it is to be hoped 
that the mere fancied absurdity of a position 
like this, will be sufficient to deter the doc- 
tor from hasarding a repetition of such mon- 
strous arguments, though it were idle to ex- 


pect much in the way of rationality from 
him if he continue' in the state of mind 
which possessed him when he penned this 
lecture. Look here, reader “ In address- 
ing the law-student and the young karrislei', 
I would press upon him the opinion, that 
without some knowledge of medical science 
be cannot do justice to bis client ; (be might 
in a few cases we should think ;) by pos- 
sessing it (some knowledge), he will be 
enabled to probe the skill of medical wit*, 
nesses (probe the skill!) to unmask igno* 
ranee (query after our present fashion ?) to 
ascertain what ought to be stated (that is, 
the evidence which would suit his side of 
the question), to detect false represents* 
tions, and,” gentle reader, what further think 
you? — " tosuFPLY neglect, or correct omis- 
sions, and thus fully to elicit truth” This 
is an original idea ; it is, at the same time, 
an original operation, and, by the way, not 
a little curious one. The counsel, poor 
wight, is to “ elicit truth,” by “ supplying 
neglect.” .Passing over about half a dozen 
lines, we come to a passage occupying up- 
wards of two pages. It commences thus 
“ The chief qualification of the medical 
mau, when placed in the witness-box, inde- 
pendent of professional attainments, is a 
sacred love of truth, a determination to 
sacrifice for it every opinion, theory, or 
hypothesis, and to admit nothing as proofs 
as I have already stated, which is not capa- 
ble of demonstration .” The doctor goes a 
little too far here; nevertheless the lan- 
guage indicates correct feeling, and a con- 
siderable share of sound sense. The points, 
however, were too obvious to be neglected 
or obscured. “ Another qualification of 
great importance is patience.” And now 
let us see bow tbe other parts of this para* 
graph will square with tbe sensible intro- 
ductory passage just quoted. “ A third 
qualification is secrecy; for without the 
power of keeping a secret, the medical wit- 
ness may inflict, unintentionally, the utmost 
misery upon individuals.” The lorer of 
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truth, we suspect, when in the witness-box, 
must find tits office of “ secret keeper'’ 
father a disagreeable one. 

But now for the climax : — 

“ I have heard it stated that an eminent 
barrister obtained the acquittal of a mur- 
derer, who, previously to trial, had acknow- 
ledged to him. his guilt- The acquittal 
arose from his address in the cross-exami- 
nation of the medical witness. This gen- 
tleman, the witness who at first gave such 
a clear and distinct testimony as would 
have convicted the prisoner, was rendered 
afterwards so confused by impatienoe and 
dread under his cross-examination, as to 
lose the power ©/COMPARING one part 
of his testimony with another ; which was 
thus so much weakened, as to render it of 
no value in the summing up of the judge, 
nnd in determining the verdict of the jury.” 

Loet the power of comparing l Is evi- 
dence to be guided by first impressions, or 
first statements 1 Comparing 1 Why, is it 
not the duty of the witness to give distinct 
end true answers to all questions, without 
reference to what might have been said 
previously, either by mistake or by others 1 
f 1 Comparing ” what? If a witness, in his 
examination in chief, were to swear that 
arsenic was the only poison which could 
destroy the mucons membrane of the sto- 
mach, would the doctor have him continue 
to swear the same thing in his crosa-examins- 
. lion, and after he had discovered his error, 
merely because his first and last testimony 
■ should harmonise in “ comparison V* 

Such is the conclusion of the paragraph 
which commenced so favourably. The 
.practice inculcated by this language, is op 
posed to every principle of justice, of pro- 
priety, and of truth, and if pursued would 
bring upon eur profession the just and last- 
ing reproaches of every honest and intelli- 
gent man* Dr. Thomson ought to -know, 
- that this system of comparing words with 
words, of rendering the answer in cross-ex- 
amination suitable to the answers in the 
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examination in chief, is the peculiar trade 
of perjured scoundrels, of men who lend 
themselves] out to the hire of rascally attor- 
nies to swear any- thing which they may be 
instructed to swear; and that villain is 
deemed the most expert” who may bo 
gifted with the best memory. 

From these “ important qualifications ” of 
witnesses, we turn to a print of pathology, 
in which we had certainly some reason to 
expect that the doctor would prove more ott 
fait at his subject. 

'< It is true,” he remarks, “ that the ap* 
pearances in certain cases of poisoning can- 
not be mistaken ; as for instance, the pulpy 
state of the stomach when oxalic, acid has 
been swallowed ; and the dissolution of the 
mucous, nervous, and muscular coats, whilst 
the peritoneum remains little affected when 
arsenic is the poison, leave no room for 
doubt." 

This is a roost extraordinary passage, and 
it seema to prove that the doctor is not much 
better qualified to treat this part of his course 
of lectures, than he is any other of 
those branches which we have already con- 
sidered. In truth, there is something ap- 
palling in the carelessness, the extreme 
inaccuracy which are so exhibited in the lan- 
guage now before us. ** The pulpy state of 
the stomach when oxalic acid has been 
swallowed ! ” This would lead the pupil to 
infer without any qualification whatever, 
first, that a pulpy state of this organ is proof 
that oxalic acid has been swallowed ; and, 
secondly, that when this poison has been 
taken, the fact is proved by a pulpy state Qf 
the stomach ; whereas, this condition of the 
organ may exist without being caused by 
the contact of oxalic acid, and oxalic acid may 
destroy, and does destroy, without produc- 
ing the effect which the doctor has describ- 
ed. Again; what is his language in relation 
to the action of arsenic 1 “ The dissolution 
of the stomach,” he says, “ leave no room 
for doubt.” Now the coats may be dissolv- 
ed independently of the influence of ar- 
3A2 
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s*nical actfbn riponthestomaeb, and, far* J 
flier,' arsenic ihay kill without destroying 
even the mucous d6h£ Hen*d Wetfrrled 
to infer that the doctor has nearly as" unieh 
to learn in this deportment iof pathology as 
his pupils, who are to take to the old htags 
•*a course of medical jurisprudence,” as a 
<* qualification ** for their “license.** We 
Ifiall, therefore, bid adieu tb 1 the doctor, in 
order that he may pursue his studies undis- 
turbed by a more lengthened criticism cm 
his first unfortunate performance in the 
<v half-chair ’* of medical jurisprudence. 


John Long, quack, and felon, has been 
triad at the Otd Bailey, on a charge ofhav- 
ing killed Mrs. Colin Campbell Lloyd, 
and — hear it, ye powers ! he haa been ac- 
quitted I The evidence on the part of the 
prosecution was similar to that which wos< 
adduced at the coroner's inquest. Asthis 
was reported at the time in The Lancet, 
it would only be a waste of time and 
apace for ua to give a repetition of it here. 
We cannot, however, refrain from directing 
attention to a reply given by the chief medi- 
cal witness : — 

“ Mr. J ustice Bailey. * Would a man of 
common prudence or common judgment 
have used an application likely to have pro- 1 
duced sucli^fatol consequences ? * 

“ Mr. Vancb, surgeon . ‘ I think not.* 

“ Question repeated. 
u Mr. Vance again. * I think not ?*** 
Let those who are anxious to condemn the 
judge and jury, reflect for a moment upon 
what must have been the effect produced by 
this evidence — evidence delivered by the 
chief medical witness for the prosecution — 
upon the feelings and mind of the Court. 
Its prisoners are always entitled, and more 
especially in criminal cases, to the benefit 
of a doubt, if any he entertained, upon the 
question of their guilt, and we know not how 
any jury, coupling this thinking testimony 
of Mr. Vance, with the aatouading facts in 


LONG THE QUACK. 

[ ptsofhf thepiise*e& * ability,?. sworn to , 
bythe ravjnbenioftbe 
cootd habe^r omitted, i to? fetJiBt **** 4 ^, 0 / 
“ Ndt guiltyj' n Martin WMoa** coofjtfm 
Mri V ance for eotnfouvfng. ftndgroA were 
positive testimony sgaiest LoeOylui ? Wi4p 
condemn him, and . severely too, 4bfr^fi«g 
gi vdn sAch an oasWer te ' aplafoi, ftndgbt- 
forward, question, \* , v ?' - 

Judge. Would a man of ©oimmoo pru- 
deuee ec common judgmenthaveusvd an 
application ’LIKELY* to prod ntie smMm*. 
geroussmi fatal consequences? ^ 
WiTNiui. I TUINK net > v/,, 

• Jvdoi. , Gentlemen, it it a doubtful 
case, yon see* . •• v . ,, 

Juav. '‘blot guilty J’r /,> Ti t> . , 
After the first step, no&ing squid hare 
been more asturs), more sttaight-fomrurd, 
than tlie aeoend ted UMrdvfofjbo jt 
remembered, that the ** suck [ dsugMens 
aad fatal consequences" to which v. Mr. 
Justice Bailby referred, had just keen 
proved by Mr* Vance nmoxhr, and were ae 
follows : — Alii nicer from- one srm-pk to the 
other*— mortification— the bre&st-bone laid 
bare— the wooed extending seventeen inches 
io length, and eleven in kreadtk, — and doeth. 
“ Would a man of common prudence use an 
application LIKELY te psoduee such ef- 
fects?'* “ I think not." 

It is unnecessary to say more. Mn Vance, 
we dare swear, believe* tliat he discharged 
his duty admirablyy and so fchfrk the jury. 
We shall not say that the perms who pro- 
fess to lmve been eared by Long, came for- 
ward te swear falsely, er that Long ^himself 
is an impostor, a doubly -ataioed ahmghtorer, 
and ought to bate been tranaported for life. 
Thus much, however, we must declare, that 
if there he deceptfoe, the public mtad ought 
to be disabused, and if the cla morou s id- 
hereiits of Long be sincere in their belief of 
his 44 profound skill," their sincerity ought 
to be established, and Long's abilities ac- 
knowledged. We have proved on more than 

* This Is tbs paint 
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irtWbft** pisnls 
■sett 1 keH v t>f ' gmf # ptdte*sians< upon lAeir 
ofcn^dUfldj ift4 lte ljabr»3'l«inr«l »by^ 
p«tfdtod#, J Hhht^wWr» ; kW£ miud’ba* betn 
decdPr^bJf ! ftaft -inajtreSaional mad* CpoD 
pittfcfaldt' tied*#*,' fo pnlyby »co»rrt tract- - 
ifegite^fe&UftHf mad* upo* the tame seKsea- 
tbvtlhfc taiadcia be 1 ntduesavtd. The: fate 
of Monsieur Chabbrt, of prussic acid moto*. 
rfcty, %ttJM y he fresh in- the recollection of 
thfe in^OrHyoof eupJjssdew. : Now we here 
a^ifchy'ltoptu proposition io-jiiike toJFouN 
Long and las ^ - adawresre.” The 

latter hare swoAMh*t'1tib ** lotion,-’ when 
ftikl$ed%p<Jli rilin’ which totmrd a dittoed 
part, will immediately produce * 4&«c*<»$f6 
from that akin. That*h* M k>tiot>,” 
*bteh Tubbed with equal fore eatpoo. skin 
cerbHttg MM«f)mrt»,^ w^l produee no sure, 
dis<Aurge,iofl*auMati©»* or mark whatever* 
ftotbOK Long has published * book,, in 
Which there is a letter from Lord I^gmtiIle, 
eontaihiag the following? passage * — s * I am 
trilling* to hear mmpU testimony to tbe : fact 
of your having extracted a ftuid like MER- 
CURY from the head of one of your pa- 
tient* ro my presence on one or two occa- 
sion*. if these remark* can be of any use 
to you as being those of an eye-witness, 1 
hope you will make what use you please of 
them/' 

Again. “ W«, the undersigned, have 
been : personal witnesses of the effects pro- 
duced hy Mr. Long’s mode of treatment on 
one of his patients* whom we visited at. her 
re*id*»ce. She was immediately excited 
and irritated at our being admitted to her 
apartment, and did not recognise her pa- 
rents, while her conversation gave mupb 
’.pcopf of her being ... insane. Mr. Long ap- 
plied hia remedies to hor head, which IM- 
MEDIATELY produced a flow of liquid 
matter from the temples. A short time only 
elapsed, till aim came to her reason, recog- 

* Mr' PSkndbrgast, M.P., pave evidence to 
this ellect:— The lotion “ immediately produced a 
discharge between hiB shouldeis, tor bad no effect 
when rubbed upon bis forehead or his thorax.” The 
applications of Long toad some effect upon his chest. 


nissfl rat o*c* her friend*, and spoko 
rsMPo 41 y/ as»«Jnio^ « different tone of 
voice node placiddemeanour^’ Thi* certi- 
fi4ChC f ^§igfl?d " l^ii^wpon, Dartmouth, 
H/cwx»Twwas Lf>vft^pn, ,, . 

. P#ca more* ,. 4 , : . ; . 

. ‘^London* Jfqnul#, 1829. A W«, the un- 
deraigevd, wljp are patient* of Mr. Long, , 
give our teatimQnyr to an extraordinary 
fwet.. tl It relates, |o a patient of Mr. LoNG r 
We sftw about a fortnight siac^* pn three 
different occqsions. a quantity of kattf.il 
extraeUdiiQ.v^y™ temples, and produced by 
the same external remedies that we were 
applying t o~3ifferenT parts bf our bodies for 
the ppipoae of removing inflammation.’* 
$igned.— " Peter O’Brien, Limerick ; 
S. If . Pughto?*, Manchester; G. Dsnzi, 
Paleripo; lNGESTRiE, London; and W. 
A rii^gdon,. I ndia House.” 

Jo this certificate Long adds the follow- 
ing paragraph. 

** This gentleman, now in his visits to me, 
frequently makes use of the same remedies 
he employed while labouring under his com- 
plaint, for THE SAKE OF THE REFRESHING 
SENSATION THEY AFFORD.” 

Well then, the case stands thus. Long 
alleges, in common with several noble lords 
and other persons, that by means of a lotion* 
he has immediately extracted “ a fluid like 
MERCURY,” “ alarge quantity of matter,” 
“ and an acrid fluid,” from the temples and 
various other parts of the body, and that the 
“ same lotion ” had no effect whatever when 
rubbed upon the akin of a sound person. 
Further, his witnesses swore at the inquest 
held on the body of the late Miss Cashin, 
that this “ same lotion” might betaken 
“info the mouthy and swallowed with im- 
punity^ Our offer, therefore, to Mr. Long 
and his “ admirers,” is simply this ; — that 
the Editor of this journal, accompanied by 
only one witness, will attend at anyplace 
that Mr. Long and his admirers may appoint, 
or if that be objected to, he will attend 
alone; and that if Mr. Long will, in his 
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presence, produce those effects by 'means of 
his lotion which have been sworn to by his 
witnesses at the inquest, and which have 
been attested by the noblemen and gentlemen 
in the above certificates, the Editor will 
then acknowledge to the assembled com- 
pany, and afterwards to the world, that Mr. 
Long has been basely calumniated, that he 
is the most talented secret operator in the 
Universe ; and, further, the Editor will consent 
to pay one hundred pouuds to any charity 
which may be named by the Earl of Hare- 
wood, the noble Earl of course being him- 
self present at the exhibition,— a public duty 
from which we are certain this excellent 
nobleman would not shrink j because, as one 
of the attesting witnesses to the extraction 
of the matter from the temples, his certifi- 
cate may have bad some effect in inducing 
those unfortunate victims, Miss Cashin 
and Mrs. Lloyd, to place themselves under 
Mr. Long’s “ system ” of treatment. 

Here, then, the question stands fairly 
before the public and the medical profes- 
sion on the one side, and Mr. Long and 
his “ admirers ” on the other ; and if this 
challenge be not accepted, as it embraces 
nothing, according to the witnesses, which 
is not perfectly easy and* practicable, Long 
must henceforth be considered as one of the 
vilest and most scandalous jugglers that ever 
disgraced society, and his “ admirers,” if, 
to the imminent danger of the public health, 
they afterwards continue to support him, 
must be prepared, notwithstanding their 
high titles, to be stigmatised as the willing 
dupes and fools of a dishonest and tricking 
|cnavo. 

A proposal to establish a public dispen- 
sary ip. the important and populous town of 
Nottingham, lias led to some public meet- 
ings, and, by an unexpected course of 
events, to much excitement and dissatis-' 
faction among the members of the medical 
profession. The gentlemen who attended 
the first meeting, including some physicians, 


and surgeons, were named as the committee'. 
At the second public meeting an amended 
list of the committee was read, farin which 
there were excluded the named of those 
medical gentlemen who had been previously 
appointed. This occasioned a discussion 
and correspondence, which, in great mea- 
sure, terminated, by the introduction of 
the nameB of the three senior surgeons, and 
the three senior physicians. Mr. JFOwett, 
however, a highly respectable and abfc bur- 
geon, who bad been most strenuous in his 
endeavours to establish the dispensary, is 
even now excluded from the committee, and 
| the mode by which that exclusion has been 
effected, is, we are bound to state, of a 
highly personal character. The committee 
or subscribers appear to have been inftoenced 
in their proceedings by a Mr. Thomas 
Wakefield, a cotton spinner, and sort of 
busy body, residing in the town. This gen- 
tleman and his followers profess to think 
that a medical institution can be heat regu- 
lated by gentlemen who are entirely igno- 
rant of ail medical subjects. Now we would 
ask Mr. Tiiomas Wakefield, cotton spin- 
ner, and those who think with bins, this 
plain question : — If a manufactory for the 
spinning of cotton were to be erected in the 
town of Nottingham for the benefit of the 
poor, what would Mr. Wakefield and his 
friends say if surgeons, physicians, cleigy- 
raen. and ironmongers, were to resolve that 
no cotton spinner should be allowed to ait 
upon the committee of management ? The 
answer to this must decide the question as 
to the propriety of excludiag medical gen- 
tlemen from participating in the government 
of a medical institution. 

From the ungentlemanly and illiberal 
conduct displayed by the committee to- 
wards the members of the profession re- 
siding in NoTXiNG^ir, and more particu- 
larly towards Mr. Jowett, we think those 
gentlemen would have best consulted their 
own dignity, and even the interests of the 
public, by withdrawing altogether from the 
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undertaking. Strong evidence of an etprit 
Su corjy in such a ewe, is highly commend- 
able, and even salutary. 

Of the policy of estabtiabing tbe dispen- 
sary we entertain very great doubt. In 
truth we hgve long been of opinion that 
the** institutions, wbilat they effect little 
or nothing for tbe poor, are ailently, but 
certainly, working tbe min of tbouaanda of 
tbe profeaaion. Medical men in these es- 
tablishment* work gratuitously. For whose 
benefit) Not* as it is pretended, for tbe 
benefit of the poor. Not even for the bene*- 
fit of the subscriber*, but for the benefit of 
those who would be compelled by the laws 
of the land to supply medical attendance on 
the afflicted, at a proper rate of payment, 
if there were no pretended charitable medi- 
cal institutions in existence. Why should 
medical men be tbe only individuals in 
the community who are required to exeroise 
their talents, and devote their labours, for 
nothing) Do the attorneys come forward 
to supply law gratuitously) Are linen- 
drapers required to supply calieoes gratui. 
tously ) Are ironmongers required to sup- 
ply tea-kettles and sauoepans gratuitously ? 
Yet medioal men in tbe “ public cha- 
rities," as they are called, work and 
slave themselves to death, without , receiv- 
ing a farthing in the shape of pecuniary 
recompense, or even the paltry acknow- 
ledgment of thanks from one in forty of tbe 
subscribers. In fact, the annual payments 
made to these institutions have become a 
species of profitable trade to those who 
bestow them, while the whole of the gain is 
wrung from the pockets of the members of 
a deserving, but not over-rich, profession. 
We shall continue to direct attention to the 
proceedings at Nottingham, and if neces- 
sary shall recur to tbe subject. 


The statement published in some of tbe 
newspapers that a Charter has been granted 
tq tbe London' University. is. entirely 


I without foundation. Indeed, we deeply re« 

I gret to find, that difficulties on this subject 
I have presented themselves in a quarter 
! where they might least have been expected* 
This Institution is likely to prove a blot on 
that escutcheon of which it ought to form 
one of the brightest ornaments. It is in 
very many respects a splendid and useful 
establishment, and the support of the go. 
vernment, which cannot now be justly with* 
held, will render it of incalculable advantage 
to inhabitants of the not-over-educated in* 
habitants of this metropolis. 


COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. 
NAVAL SURGEONS. 

Wn are npt aware that the president and 
Council of the College have yet received any 
reply to the memorial which, in compliance 
with the unanimous call of the profession, 
they have presented to the Lords of the Ad- 
miralty. After the very kind and appropriate 
spirit displayed by Sir Astley Cooper, 
and other Members of the Council, at the 
Theatre in Lincoln’s Inn Fields, no one can 
doubt that, on this occasion at least, these 
gentlemen will omit to adopt any measure 
which may appear calculated to uphold the 
dignity and respectability of the members of 
the profession. 

Just as this sheet was going to press, we 
received the following communication from 
Mr. King 

To the Members op the Royal College 
of Surgeons. 

Gentlemen, — I lose no lime in laying 
before you the subjoined communication. 
As we transacted business without pens and 
ink and almost without paper, the resolu- 
tions were not signed when handed to Mr. 
Keate, to whose politeness I am indebted for 
the honour of, authenticating them by Signs* 
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turf. Jo, the, hope tb^just^cf^iH^e ^i^, 
I hare the honour to remain. 

Your flutjiful BetVsht *nd confrere, 

. , T.Kinq* 

10, Hanover-street, Hanover- square/ 
February 24, 1831. 

• g IR> —l think it my duty to inform you, 
that 1 have this day laid before the Council 
<5f thfe Rd)al College of’ Surgeons, 1 the se- 
cond resolution and its duplicate, signed by 
the mover *nd seconder, and inclosed to me 
hi your letter of the 18th instant. 

1 am, Sir, 

Y'ourmoat obedient humble servant, 

It o debt Keate. 

15, Albemarle-strcet, 

Februaty 22, 1831. 

T. King, Esq. 
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residing a4 4ioD WL«DQWNf -ifaadef a dof er- 
ttioed stand Idit #e*ft 4 dt ‘tin 'id^udift ftelfr 
before Mr. Carter, the Cgrener for, Spjp- 
bby , against giving hia evidence vded he 
hadbefcn paid for bis attendance. 'the ' co- 
roner, at last, threatened to enforce thelaw, 
and Mr. Bayes was obliged to yi^ld: It 
ought to be known that a surgeon is liable 
to be commited for contempt} if lie refuse to 
gtv^ evidence before a coronet 'wlietf fie libs 
been duly summoned. In sults otnis\p%ius 
the law is different. - A witness mar then 
successfully refuse to give evidence until ho 
has been paid his “ just ejpensfcB.f’ juod * * 

..i a’yirrxornoJ bsuaoi*, 
v- i. ! ..T! Mi! 

*K WAX >ft«| tWP.no wssi « 'W 
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GERY. 

The difficulty encountered by the mem- 
bers of the Committee in their endeavours to 
establish this Society, have induced them to 
recommend that it should be dissolved j and 
we are authorised to state, that a general 
meeting of the subscribers is to be forthwith 
convened for that purpose. 

We always contended that this Society 
was based upon a defective foundation, and, 
simultaneously with the announcement of 
its establishment, we predicted its fall. As 
it is possible that the export at the general 
meeting may afford some useful bints to 
the profession, we shall report the .proceed- 
ings in The Lancet. Tbe majority of the 
members of this association are sincere and 
zealous medical reformers, and their exer- i 
tions in the attempt now about to be made to 
establish a national College of Medicine, 
which will open tbe doors of a medical asso- 
ciation upon tbe broadest and most efficient 
scale, will now be called into action by the 
impolitic arrangements of a defective insti- 
tution, ________ 


TIIE LATTER BETWEEN YHEfll ditldlj^^N'b 
THE SCALENI MUSCLES. * ** . 

r , . .M, <, Uj'JO \Ok ItiiiJ 

By Thomas Ktvo.Esq., 

Surgery . ■ -’M ^ 

I think it was iu 1824 that, being lea* 
gaged in teaching anatomy and surgery in 
Paris, my attention was first called to the 
superficial situation of the arteria inaomh* 
nata, and the facility of tying it. To Mr. 
O’Doooel, now an eminent practitioner in 
Liverpool, belongs the merit of having dis- 
covered the quickest, safest, and best mode 
of tying this vessel, and to him I am solely 
indebted for the notion 1 formed afterwards, 
of applying the same operative process to 
the ligature of the subclavian arteries print 
to their passage between the sealeui must 
cles. One day, this gentleman, a znost aa- 
complished anatomist sad expert operator, 
undertook in my closs-room to tie the inno- 
minate without dividing a single muscle or 
important part, and that iu an inoredibiy 
short spaee of time, I think two minute*. 
A body was placed on the table j Mr. O’Don- 
nel laid bare the trachea, passed his finger * 
down upon it .towards the chest, and em- 
braced the vessel in a ligature. The opera- 
tion was completed in a trice, to tbe asto« 
nishmeut of ail present. But the simplicity 
of the plan, when once executed, was so 
striking, that far from surprise being 
evinced at the success of the operator, 
every-body wondered, is is often the case, 
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•t the sttaiQtnynt of a new objeot, that it/had 
never been thought of before. Still the 
anbjbct; lay dovnant in my memory till I 
h# ^ccmipB ja perform the operation of 
Ury ngo- tracheotomy , upon a woman for oede- 
ma of the glottis ; when feeling the large 
vf sSfSlft thump away superficially at the bot- 
tom of the nepk, my attention was faced 
more than ever upon the anatomy of this 
region-. The more I considered the matter, 
the inure was I ate loss to account for the 
opinion entertained respecting the situation 
of tne innominate artery and the mode of 
taking it up ; for Mr. O'Donnei’s operation, 
and that 1 had performed upon the air* tube, 
made what may be termed a practical im- 
pression Upon me ; they impressed me with 
the superfieial and open situation of the arch 
of the aorta, apd. consequently, of all the 
large vessels springing from it. Wbat Mr. 
O’Donnel had done for one of these, it 
seemed to me might be applied to them all, 
and tf so , I bec ame - a t -once Ac adrocate of 
this gentleman's operation, and the inventor 
of a new one founded upon it — one for tying 
the subclavian arteries between their origin 
and the scaleni muscles. 

In commanding the cross of the aorta, 1 
could tie, these vessels, nearer their origin 
than had ever been supposed possible, and 
therefore somewhat extend the boundary of 
operative surgery. I soon satisfied myself 
that ray opinion was correct, and sometime 
afterwards, did not hesitate to lay it before 
the professors of the school of medicine in 
Paris, in th* presence of some of whom I 
performed these operations on the dead sub- 
ject ; and as they have not been published 
in England, I shall submit them to this 
Society, first recalling the anatomical rela- 
tions upon which they are founded, and after 
describing them, take a cursory view of the 
objections to which they are liable. 

It is at the superior aperture of the chest 
that an instrument, or the finger, passed 
downwards upon the trachea, necessarily 
comes in contact with the cross of the aorta. 
This vessel arises from the anterior part of 
the left ventriole at its base, opposite the 
centre of the fourth dorsal vertebra, and 
from this point to the lower part of the left 
side of the third, it forms wbat has been 
termed its arch. The most elevated part of 
this arch corresponds to the lower part of 
the second dorsal Vertebra, and it consti- 
tutes more than three parts of a circle of 
about three inches in diameter. The cur- 
vature is far from being regular ; the vessel 
first proceeds forwards and to the right 
without any ascent, then ascends almost 
vertically, and, finally, it curves acrosB from 
left to right, and from before backwards, to 
terminate in a vertical direction. 'Die an- 
terior and posterior planes are, therefore, 
ipjdjned, the former to the left, the latter 


to the right side, and in one-fourth or fifth 
of its extent, it is contained within the pe- 
ricardium* Its relative position, which we 
now have to consider, is of the greatest 
importance. Ita auterior region, concealed 
at first by the origin of the pulmonary artery, 
is covered by cellular tissue, through which 
some mediastinal vessels run, sometimes by 
the thymus gland, and finally by the ante- 
rior wall of the chest, that is, principally, by 
the sternum, from which, in its most ante- 
rior part, it is distant only about half an 
inch. its posterior region is in relation, 
first, with the right branch of the pulmo- 
nary artery, further on with the trachea 
near its bifurcation, and, finally, with the 
left aide of the third dorsal vertebra ; its 
right side, or region, corresponds to the su- 
perior cava ; the left is in relation with the 
left lung ; its inferior region corresponds to 
the heart, the bifurcation of the pulmonary 
artery, the ductus arteriosus, and left 
bronchus. The superior region of thp aorta, 
to which I wish particularly to call the at- 
tention of the Society, and which it is most 
important to consider on this occasion, cor- 
responds to the superior aperture of the 
chest, an aperture offering about two inches 
and a half in its antero-posterior, and four 
and a half in its transverse diameter ; it is 
there lodged under a sort of triangular vault, 
which is bounded anteriorly by the deep 
layer of the cervical fascia, the inferior ex- 
tremities of the stexoo'hyoid and sterno- 
thyroid muscles, and the sternum; and 
bounded posteriorly by the trachea. This 
region of the arch of the aorta is a little in 
relation with the left subclaviau or innomi- 
nata vein, which, as it advances to the right 
side, somewhat overlaps its anterior region. 

The superior aperture of the chest bound- 
ed behind by the spine, and anteriorly by 
the sternum, with the sterno-hyoid and thy - 
roid muscles attached to it, is occupied in 
ita three posterior fifths by the trachea and 
oesophagus, whilst the aorta, with the large 
branches springing from it and the left sub- 
clavian vein, occupy its two anterior fifths. 
The aorta, in formiug its arch, traverses this 
aperture on a level with the inferior part of 
the second dorsal vertebra, passing obliquely 
from right to left, and from before back- 
wards. In consequence of this disposition 
there is, on the left side, between its ante- 
rior region and the sterno-hyoid muscle, a 
space sufficient to admit the finger, and on 
the ri^ht side a similar space between its 
posterior region and the longus colli muscle. 

The left phrenic and pneumo-gastric 
nerves pass before the left portion of the 
arch around which the recurrent branch of 
the first winds. The oesophagus and tho- 
racic duct are found to the right of its ter- 
mination, the former situated anteriorly to 
the latter, Most of the cardiac nerves creep 
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upon the stab of Abe sorts, betwten whioh | 
and the btfursstiom of the pulmonary artery, 
sad before the said of the trachea, is the 
cardiac ganglion. Excluded from either 
pleura the sorts winds from the entesier to 
the posterior mediastinum, which it may be I 
said to unite at the upper part of the ehest, I 
embracing in its arch a portion of the left | 
amide of the heart, the right pulmonary 
artery, and the left bronolius. I 

The innominate' arises from the arch be- 
fore fiie trashes, the left subclavian on a ! 
level with the intervertebral substance be - 1 
tween the seoond and third dorsal vertebra, 
and the left carotid st the junction of the | 
inner, with the middle third of the space 
between the two first-mentioned vessels. 
The 'innominate extends as far as a line 
drawn from the right sternoclavicular 
joint to the centre of the body of the first 
dorsal vertebra, where it rests immediately 
Upon the right side, but anterior part of the 
traohea. In this place it seems rather to 
continue as subclavian, after furnishing the 
right carotid, than to form these by its bifur- 
cation. Thus the passage of the innomi- 
nata in in an oblique direction, upwards, 
outwards, and backwards. Its anterior re- 
gion it covered by the left subclavian, and 
unfortanately by the inferior thyroid veins, 
a little by the thymus gland, the deep layer 
of the fascia of the neck, the lower part of 
the stemo-hjroid,uterno-tbyroid,andetenio- 
mastoid muscles, the sternal extremity of 
the clavicle, and the platyama myoides ; its 
posterior region is in relation with the tra- 
chea, and at its termination separated from 
the longus colli muscle, by a space admit- 
ting the end of the finger. On the right of 
the artery are the pneumo- gastric nerve, the 
internal jugular vein, and the pleura, from 
which last it is separated by cellular tissue 
and lymphatic glands ; on ill left, between 
it and the left carotid, is a free space, at the 
back of which the thyroid veins run close 
upon the trachea ; its inferior region corre- 
sponds to the pleura, and is somewhat in 
relation with the superior eava. The left 
subclavian vein passes immediately before 
the vessel opposite its upper part ; some 
cardiac nervous filaments creep Qpon its an- 
terior region. In general it gives off no 
branch, but sometimes one which runs upon 
the trachea to the thyroid gland. The right 
subclavian artery extends from the right 
side of the trachea on a level with the mid- 
dle of the first dorsal vertebra to the exter- 
nal edge of the first rib, which, in my mind, 
ought to indicate the distinction between it 
and the axillary artery. It is intermediate 
in size to its fellow of the opposite side and 
the innominata. A line drawn from the 
right of the trachea to the tubercle of the 
rib for the attachment of the scalenus an- 
ticuB muscle indicates it course, but being 


obliged to descend * Mighty* Midi at Ab* 
same time to pass over » epnvexpaflt,it 
curves over tfae summit of the right ilttag, 
forming a sort of vault to.J&e , pkuoi P Pita* 
lie, with which it is in immediate contact. 
Ita anterior region is covered -from within 
outwards by the pneumo-gas trie and pfaftftio 
nerves, and some filaments of the gresteyaa- 
pathetic, by the vertebral, internal, jugular* 
and subclavian veins, by the deep layer of 
the fascia of the neck, the lower part of t lie 
sterna* hyoid, sterno-thyroid, endcfio-Uyoid 
muscles ; mere externally this segio&ofjtbo 
artery is covered by the scalenus aptistts 
muscle, and is; finally, placed - between, ttfae 
subclavian muscle and the first rib*, ►The. 
posterior region of the vessel is separated 
from the longus oolli muscle and first ©qator 
vertebral joiut, by a space occupied the 
great sympathetic and recurrent nerves, 
lymphatic glands, and cellular tissue l fur- 
ther on it is in relation with the bnioh*4 
plexus, which' separates it from the soekeuus 
posticus muscle, and, finally, still in content 
with the plexus, is lodged with it at the sum* 
mit of the axilla, in the epees bounded enter* 
i nally by the hl subseapalaris, and internally*: 
by the serretus mags us; its inferior regie** 
rests upon the pleura, first rib, and first .ex- 
ternal intercostal muscle. The superior r Or 
gion, which we have most to do with in 
this description, lies at first in s free space 
bounded anteriorly by the deep layer of 
the fascia of the neck, and the inferior at- 
tachments of the sterno-hyoid and stereo-thy- 
roid muscles, and bounded behinll by the lon- 
gus colli musole ; more externally it is placed 
between the scaleni muscles, and at last in 
the suprascapular space, the ©mo-hyoid 
and platysma myoides muscles, the trans- 
versal es "colli and supra scapular vessels, 
with the external jugular vein, are, to a cer- 
tain extent, in relation with it. 

The right subclavian veiu is situated 
rather Uferiorly to the artery ; the pneumo- 
gastric nerve, some filaments of the great 
sympathetic and the phrenic nerve, pass 
between the two, the first near the origin of 
the artery, the last near the scalenus anti- 
cus muscle. The left subclavian artery 
differing iu its origin and extent from the 
right, has not the same relative position gud 
direction as the latter. As we have stated, it 
arises from the end of the arch of the aorta on 
the left side of the intervertebral substance, 
between the second and third dorsal vertebras, 
and ascends almost in a straight line outwards 
to the inner edge of the first rib, where it 
takes the same direction as the right. Its 
anterior region is covered isferioriy by the 
pleura and lung, and then by the left sub- 
clavian and internal jugular veins, the deep 
layer of the fascia of the neck, an4 the in- 
ferior attachments of the aterno-bjoid and 
sterno-thyroid muscles ; its posterior region 
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a« firitf rests ou tlj#' ftft rideof the spfad 
and longus eollt muscle, but as the vessel 
aftfcftttdft, ft Spacer i i left between them, which 
is occupied by the great sympathetic ami 
retetWreut nerves, lymphatic glands, and 
neat frequently the thoracic duct; its in- 
tertill region is separated from the left ca- 
rotid artery by a space fn which the pneumo- 
gaatrio ner re, which lies anterior to it, pass* 
eft down to the oheftt ; its external region 
or left side is intimately united to the 
pleura. The pneumogastric nerve runs pa- 
rallel to the artery, the phrenic nerve 
crosses it anteriorly very obliquely, and the 
filftSaents of the great sympathetic embrace 
it, is its fellow, the right subclavian. The 
direction of the leftsnbclavian artery is such 
as hot to admit of distinguishing a superior 
and inferior region ; but superiorly it is 
lodged id the same space as the right, 
the space limited anteriorly by the deep 
layer of the fascia of the neck, and inferior 
attachments of the sterno-hyoid and sterno- 
thyroid muscles, and posteriorly by the Ion* 
guft colli muscle. As soon as the left sub- 
clavian artery reaches the inner edge of the 
first rib, its relations, as well us its course, 
are exactly the same as those of the right. 

In Order to understand how the blood 
reaches the upper extremity, when a liga- 
ture is applied to the subclavisn artery, it is 
necessary to hear in mind the branches 
it furnishes. These are, in general, five in 
number; the vertebral, thyroid axis, inter- 
nal mammary, superior intercostal, and pro- 
Arada cervicis, all of which arise on the car- 
diac side of the soaleni muscles, or between 
them. 

I have not yet met with an opportunity 
of performing the operations here treated of 
upon the living subject ; indeed, the cases 
requiring them are fortunately not very fre- 
quent. There are, however, some cases of 
anenrism and Wounds in which the lives of 
patients might be saved by them. Hitherto 
the distinction between subclavian and axil- 
lary artery has been ver^ indefinite, and not 
the same in every country ; what is com- 
monly called the subclavian artery has fre- 
quently heed tied with success; that is, 
me artery just passing out from, or lying 
between the soaleni muscles ; but the ope- 
rations I am proposing, apply to the vessels 
before they arrive at, or on the cardiac side 
of, the scaleni muscles. Perhaps it would 
be as well to distinguish these operations, 
giving to the former the name of extra- 
thoracic, and to the latter that of intra- 
thoracic, which terms might also be applied 
to the arteries themselves. A ligature was 
applied to the intra- thoracic portion of the 
right subclavian artery by Mr. Collis in 
1813, but the operation, performed in a 
manner very different to my plan, was un- 
successful. 1 know of no other attempt to 


tie the fotra*thoxacio sobdariau arteries/ 
ithicli haVe been taken up frequently be- 
tween the Soaleni, but never except in the 
above instance on the thoracic aide of these 
mbsdes. Neither am I acquainted with 
any suacftssfal case of ligature of the inno- 
minate. Graefe, of Berlin,- and Mott, of 
Philadelphia, attempted it ; the first patient 
lived three weeks, and the ether a fortnight 
after the operation. It is scarcely neces- 
sary to observe, that hi both cases a plan 
widely different from that of Mr. O’Dtmnel 
was adopted, and I do think the unfavour- 
able result attributable in some measure te 
that circumstance. 

It is so general and important u rule in 
tying arteries to attack them by their moor 
accessible regions, or to cut down upon them 
tbrohgh the most superficial and least im- 
portant parts covering them, as to amount 
to an axiom in surgery, and it is hr a great 
measure the teat by which operations of 
this kind should be estimated. In attempt- 
ing to lay bare the innominate, operator* 
did not follow this rtfle, bat carried their 
incisions towards its anterior region. Mr. 
O'Domtel, on the contrary, attacks its su- 
perior region. Judging the question by the 
above test, we have then only to determine 
which region is the most accessible. Ana- 
tomy clearly shows that the superior region 
is that by which the vessels can be ap- 
proached with the greatest facility, and least 
disturbance of important parts ; and, on the 
contrary, that it is almost impossible to un- 
cover its anterior region, since the latter is 
concealed not only by the left subclavian 
and inferior thyroid veins, the fascia of the 
neck, the sterno-hyoid, stern o- thyroid mus- 
cles, and superficial parts, bat also by the 
sterno-mastoid muscle, and the sternal ex- 
tremity of the clavicle. 

Now the superior region of the vessel 
may be said to be covered by no important 
parts ; it lies in that space to which allusion 
has so frequently been made, between the 
deep layer of the fascia of the neck lining 
the sterno-hyoid and thyroid muscle, and 
the trachea. On the medium line this space 
may be cut into by merely dividing the skin 
and fascia of the neck, aud when once in it, 
the surgeon has only to follow its posterior 
boundary — that is, the trachea, in order to 
reach the innominate. These observations 
apply with double force to the research of 
the subclavian arteries which lie in the 
same space; to arrive at the right sub- 
clavian the surgeon has only to follow the 
trachea, and to pass his finger along the 
trachea and spine to find the left. The last 
vessel, it is true, is deeply seated-; but it 
must be recollected, that as the. surgeon's 
finger exceeds the extent of the bodies of 
two vertebras, the artery can be commanded 
even at its origin ; and were it still deeper, 
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To tie (lie Ytinbrhjiihfa, fclje. Operator plate* 
himself ontheYeft of the patient tafefcr tli> 
head, which is extended,snct Wakes 4n fa- 
cial on about two inches long from the upper 
eod of the .Bteroam on the mediapline, Or 
obliquely (which I think preferable} along 
the mtaer border of the left Sterno-mastoid 
muscle, dividing successively " the skinaud 
cellular tissue,, perhaps some. , fibres' of the 
pfetysra® mypides, and the middle part Of 
the cervical fescita ; the finger jfe theta passetH 
into the Cellular interstice, between the 1 
corresponding edges of the opposite sterno- 
hyoid tad , thyroid muscles, . and directed tl- ( 
tlreroWiqaefy and^r the right sterno- thyroid 
muscle, between which ahd tbe trachea is 
the deep layer of the ctrvica! fascia. This 
fascia must be divided with ’the nail, br a 
b | unt -pointed bistoury, and then the left 
fore- finger may be passed down along the 
trachea, bearing a little to the right, where 
it necessarily fells Upon the artery, Which, 
as we have so often mentioned ? lies opon 
the air-tube in this place. "Hating well 
ascertained the precise position of the ves- 
sel, the surgeon directs the patient's headj 
to be inclined forwards, in order to relax 
the muscles, and afford as much room as 
possible ; he takes care to protect the left 
subclavian and internal jugular veins, by 
carrying them towards the sternum with the 
same finger, which is never removed frdm 
the vessel, and which serves to guide the 
ligature. The ligature is conducted by a 
blunt-pointed hook-needle, and drawn tight 
by the two fore- fingers passed into the hot 
tom of the wound. 

In tlxis operation, the anastomotie veins 
placed under the sterno-mastoid muscle are 
sometimes wounded, if so, they must be 
secured by ligature. The rnuominota may 
thus be tied in the place of election ; the 
ligature will be found at first near its bifur- 
cation, but it may be easily moved by draw-' 
ing it inwards upon the trachea. Neither 
thd pleura nor the pneumo-gastric nerve is 
in danger ; but some of the cardiac filaments 
of the great sympathetic, which run along 
the vessel, are necessarily included in the 
ligature. . . 

No operation can be more easy and sim- 
ple, or more iu conformity with the true 
principles of surgery, than this, and it will 
be fbutadt with very slight. modification* to 
be applicable to the ligature of the right 
subcluvian artery, which we have now to 
consider. To tie this vessel, the same inci- 
sion may be made j onIy 4 when the finger is 
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.ileura. The first may he avoided bye 
ing 1 I in«rards, < 2Uc^rekllUiii)a 8 ei A . 
outw'torde, knit ^aS thbtecTiVreii^ndl^e^tftky 11 
be felt wittfliog; rOlirfd ’fli. irtWV, 1 H mby’lHP 
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passes his finger Undbrthe lefl 
roid muscle, along the lefty rfide'df 
chea, overthb loft carotlfd arfce^y^lnf! 

* ‘ “ Mb 


the left side of the spTne.YjU udCIMv 
the vessel. Tlie pneump-gastrieftatoi Wl 
be left in iftu on the inside ' Hf Khe*w§g$fcf 
w hilst the phrenicnerve/the liftieftfffjd 
ltfr and left subclavrah VHtts, ifW pimtcP 
wards and outward#, 
required to work the fiiigt 


and safely through the ceThrlar \.«F«^ , 
operator must proceed very sloWly^ , st£g 
step, and with extreme care V'w’fcb'tms 
not only to avoid lnjurfoj^tbr0 : ^ebta^f , *®3 r 
nerves which are' here iff 
must .detach tjie pleuTd front the tipper '4nlJ 
hack part of the chest, and tlbflr^ig is.Mtths 
easy than to rupture thisfaembr&rief fa&taif 
the difficulty of detaching it WHh<^ Ut? brartff 
tion, constitutes with some sufgboiti', M Ve 
shall have occasion to state, a saHbdil t lSW r 
jectiou to v ahy attempt to tie yxvJ 

’When the artery itf disthii?fly 
cleared, so that the durgeob bwf , BfW I !iiW 
finger round it, a ligature rndy be'WplfOT 
by means of a lbtig bmnt nebdle/hUrVe yi^ t 
hook -shaped one exYreitai# 5 i! bf ,, %y 

sault I 8 aiguille & ressort . To tie 
metallic tubes may be usbif, 'sdb^bsifi| 7 ftBt8 
fingers top short. Great 
that the way be ' clear; i aiid taiftlHhf’-ihfljKf 
posed' between tlta 7 first? and tactadf^t**™ 
accident which I bnbe^ VritbessWdih all'ifb^ 
ration for tying Uie lextertiaTIlidtf’, sWVlfe y 
required a seebtid ligiture. / Td'a^dftTOif 
great sympathetic* nerve aUd Yhfe' 
duct^ the ligature ehbuld he 
to the origin of the ortery than tb Ufe' kAdefi^ 
muscles. ' . » * - ' ve,nr--ir 

1 do not foresee flWrt fiilv 
be made to thik ttadde’ 1 
vessels, bectaiitas if is 
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ne«wtt> 

frj^# 

iu w ^i 






«mjb ‘* ; w ,<mmt*ta 

Suu, M ip iqwu ep»v» of wujmd»-»Md «n<-u 

'swfcihat »?“' A.*# <?»>; Mm 

°5 W*?»* HW» W) e *«W «M will b « justified 
in Jjpepy if there be some chance 

or» ( cur« l i>r uo proof that a cure it irapot- 

aitye,' i i ’ t . . / 

i yVi^b,' jespert Ip the ligature of tbe inno- 
min^ta, W objection founded upon the diffi- 
culty of performing it can be taken ; the 
le^qn of every important part, with the ex* 
cppUO^ of soma cardiac filampata, ro ay be 
avoided by a careful ana to mi at ; the left 
subclavian and right internal jugular reina 
ca» Im jpored mu of tbe pea y by tbe finger, 
and uyury pf the minute nerves, run- 
ni^g npOff tbe vessel, ought no^ of itself to 
)y^re^ an operation wbere it is the only 
m?an* it preserving life. A strong objec- 
tion at i*m from the difficulty with which 
the eircuiatfoa is kept up in the head, neck, 
mid right arm ; but the arteries of the souud 
aide me sufficient for tbe two former, sod. 
wpuld parry the blood to tbe latter by their 
amftninTnm with their fellows of the oppo- 
site side* which, in their turn, anastomose 
With vessels arising from the anbolavian ; 
these last, particularly the first intercostal 
and internal mammary, would receive blood 
also from the descending aorta by means oi 
tbe other intercostal arteries. Besides, expe- 
rience has answered this objection in tbe 
cases operated upon by Graefe and Dr. Mott, 
where one patient survived a fortnight and 
the other three weeks, and in neither of 
which tbe circulation was seriously impeded. 
Indeed, there is every probability Dr. Mott 
would have been successful, had he operated 
according to the plsu here laid down. 

The difficulty of tying the iutra- thoracic! 
subclavian arteries, furnishes an objection to 
the operation being undertaken by any but 
a skilful anatomist and well-educated sur- 
geon, because parts are exposed the lesion | 
of which would instantly cause death. The 
possible lesiau t of tbe internal jugular, ver- 
tebral, and subclavian veins of the phrenic, 
pueuino- gas trie, mod great sympathetic' 
Beeves ; that of tbe thoracic duct on the left 
side, and the rupture of the pleura, consti- 
tute formidable obstacles to the safe accom- 
plishment of the operation. But it must be 
recollected, that the injury of most of these 
ports can be avoided by protecting them 
with tbe finger. Tbe thoracic duct is a se- 
rum obstacle, but as it is in direct relation 
with the artery only opposite the junction 
of the internal jugular aud subclavian veins, 
it may be avoided by respecting the parts in 
the immediate viciuity of its termination. 
Some of tba filaments of the great aympa- 
■ thetie must inevitably be injured* but got in 


y >r Wi’finnrw^nr jjrrqrr 

Vw «r wl i v 

lg rupture tb^ pTejjry. f I ^rfpt that it is a 
fre^uyiif opcprri-ace ,lh« *fo** (1 sub- 

let, bo} i| if not unavoidable if tl»e surgeon 
| Wi|l hut yliow liim^elf time-- time , the great 
: requisite of a sound operation. If it cannot 
be .avoided by the plap 1 propose, which has 
the advantage of laying the artery bare to a 
grestj extent of its circ.uinferenee without 
touching it / there is certainly no other by 
Which it can possibly be spared. The sur- 
gepu has the opportunity of detaching it fioot 
the nudiHstiuLuu out wards, just as the peri* 
toneum is separated in the ligature of tbe 
iliac arteries. I admit, that the two cases 
are not pt rfectly analogous, for the pleurae, 
which are of extreme tenuity, have not the 
cellular tissue that lines the peritoneum, and 
are closely applied to the subclavian arteries, 
especially to the left, Nothing js' mprb 
difficult tlian their separation, sttjUt |s pos- 
sible without the lesion of either* Suppos- 
ing the lesion of the pleura inevitable, would 
this accident be sufficient to cause the ope- 
ration lobe rejected l For my own part, I 
should answer negatively. Tbe membrane 
would be ruptured by the finger, and the 
lung would not be exposed to iujury, there- 
fore the lesion would be much lass serious 
than certain penetrating wounds of the chest 
which admit of recovery. A nether circum- 
stance weakening the chances of success in 
these operations, especially that proposed 
for tlie right subclavian, is the proximity 
of large branches, which receiving fluid 
blood constantly, might prevent the formation 
of a coaguiumin the artery, aud consequent- 
ly expose the patient to secoudary hemor- 
rhage from its uot being obliterated after the 
ligature ; but as long as the obliteration is 
not proved to be impossible, the ligature is 
justifiable in all cases where death is certain 
without it. 

The Society* will perceive that I have in 
no wise conceited the difficulties attending 
these operations; and, considering that the 
cases requiring them are of necessity inortsl.it 
will, I doubt uot, desm them justifiable also. 
In my own practice, I should, tfler s con- 
sultation, have recourse to them, aud should 
any of my colleagues meet with a case Aud 
decline operating himself, 1 should be very 
grateful for the opportunity of giving these 
operations afeir trial. 

Hanov er-atreet, H mover-square, 
February, 1831. 


• This paver was re ad before tbe Westminster 
Mefaleal Society. 
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8TBPHEN80N AND CHURCHILL 8 
MEDICAL BOTANY. 

To the Editor of Tv* Lancet. 

S t R,— Having being a little “behind the, 
scenes,” and witnessed how the machinery, 
of medical criticism has in general been sus- 
tained, I bo highly value the impartiality 
with which you conduct your labours in that 
department, that 1 should consider it my 
duty to writhe under your lash without a 
murmur, were you to think it right to inflict 
punishment. But when I find you make 
remarks of an injurious tendency, which are 
evidently the result of incorrect data, you 
will readily concede my right to explanation. 
In No. 385 of The Lancet, you have given 
a favourable notice of “ Medical Botany, 
but remark, “ that you cannot say that you 
think the publication a cheap one. Wow 
that it will cost the purchaser rather more 
than eight guineas, is quite true, but not- 
withstanding this, I am bold to affirm, that 
it is net a dear work in the general accepta- 
tion of the term, having cost the authors the 
labour of five yearn, and nearly two thou- 
sand pounds to complete it. How they are 
to be repaid, excepting by die commendation 
the work has received, your knowledge oi 
the almost universal poverty of the profes- 
sion, of the complete ignorance °*> an< * jv®* 
neral inattention to, the subject, will readily 
suggest* Wishing to look with a complacent 
eye on my own labours, and with an admir- 
ing one on those of my coadjutor, I intreat 
you to come round to my opinion, as the 
publication, instead of containing t( altoge- 
ther nearly a hundred and fifty plates, * has 
nearly two hundred, which addition to the 
number you have assumed as the ground- 
work of your remark respecting the pnee, 
adds nearly five hundred pounds to the 
author’s expenses. 

I might add, that previously to the ap- 
pearance of our work, Woodville’s was sell- 
ing for eight pounds eleven shillings, and 
that it is now unsaleable. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

James Morss Churchill, F.L.S. 


CUE* OF HYDROPHOBIA BY ASPHYXIA. 

In the same Number you have designated 
M. Cbardon’s plan of producing asphyxia as 
a cure for hydrophobia, a new method ; so 
far from this being the\case, I beg^to inform 
you, that there are fishermen at Southamp- 
ton who regularly, and secundum artem^ per- 
form this operation, by holding the bitten 
person under water with forked sticks, till 
the “ blood is turned ” os they term it. 
They have cards announcing their residences, 
skill, success, &c. ; and nearly twenty years 
ago (1 shall never forget it) I saw a man of 
the name of Corey row bis boat about a 


hundred yards from the quay, and there hold 
a man under water in the manner described, 
for about three minutes. He was then quick- 
ly conducted to shove, and put to bed at the 
nearest public house. On the same day I 
saw nineteen pigs driven down to the water 
to undergo the same process >, thejr came out 
of Bark- shire, ia which county this homing 
of the current of bleed is highly thought of. 

*" * Mr. Dewhnrst will excuse me by 
reminding him, also. *“ that there is nothing 
new under the sun.” In another letter I will 
state my reason for supposing that acetic 
acid was John Long’s counter-irritant ; if 
so, Mr. Dewhurst’s humane assumptions in 
his concluding sentence, have bat a sandy 
foundation. 

I. Mi CL 


CHARGES OP PLAGIARISE, 

The Number of The Lancet for Febru- 
ary 12th, contained an abstract of a paper 
read by Mr. Quain to the Westminster Me* 
dioal Society, purporting to Communicate 
original information on the subject of the 
diagnosis of affections of the cerebro-spimd 
system and its membranes. 

In it the names of Georgetand Abercrom- 
bie are first quoted, apparently wifh most 
laudable candour, as though the best or the 
only authorities on the subject ; bu£,in fact, 
merely for the purpose of intimating that 
they have failed to accomplish that in which 
the author ba 9 succeeded. In this proceeding 
there are two circumstances calculated to 
excite surprise ; the one, that the essayist 
should have reckoned so confidently on 
the ignorance of his hearers and the public, 
as to lay claim to originality; the other, 
that none of the members of a medical so- 
ciety in the metropolis should have had the 
ability or the firmness to expose the attempt- 
ed deception, and pluck the daw of his bet- 
rowed plumes. 

To those who may not be acquainted with 
all that has been done in this pari of patho- 
logy, it is sufficient to state, that the diag- 
nosis in question, between the symptoms 
produced respectively by affections of the 
brain and of its membranes, is borrowed 
without acknowledgment from two F retooh 
works, vie. Martinet and P. Duchatelotfs 
Treatise on Arachnitis, and Lallemand’s Six 
Anatomico-Pathological Letters on the Ka- 
cephalon and its Dependencies. 1 he latter 
in particular, a work of great merit and 
originality, has been pillaged without scru- 
ple. 

Martinet and Duohatelet, however, have 
no cause for gvattU&tion; they had already 
paid their tribute to English plagiarism. 
One Dr. Hawkins, some two or three years 
ago, treated the College of Physician* to a 
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series of lectures 09 the pathology of the 
hraiu and of its membranes, iu which the 
descriptions) the anatomic*! researches, and 
the curioesly -minute statistics of the two 
Frenchmen, are appropriated with all ima- 
ginable corapfoeeftcy, without a shadow of 
acknowledgment, or die escape of an ex- 
pression which might indicate whence they 
were derived ! This system - is clearly “ too 
bad the more so, as these cases, though 
gross and glaring, are far from being solitary 
or unparalleled. If people of this mediocre 
stamp feel their incompetence to observe and 
expound the laws of nature, and if their in- 
troduction to public animadversion be neces- 
sary or desirable, let them have recourse to 
imagination or any other faculty they may 
ossess ; but at best, let us request them to 
e honest enough to abstain from laying 
their hands on other people’s property. If, 
however, principle and honour should be 
wanting to ensure men this small virtue, the 
public have a right to demand that the trans- 
gressors shall not escape the castigation of 
Tug Lancet, pledged as it is to expose 
fraud and false pretences in whatever shape 
thty present themselves. 

Cuiqub StTUM. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 

ABSCESS IN THE CEREBELLUM. 

Elisa Port, mtat. 19, was admitted into 
Faith’s Ward, on the 13th of January, un- 
der the care of Mr. Lawrence. She has 
paralysis of the portio dura of the right 
aide; during sleep the eyelid of the affected 
aide is but half closed ; and when she 
laughs, the muscles of that side remain 
motionless, and thus a rather ludicrous ap- 
pearance is produced. She suffers severe 
pain in her head, but none of the functions 
of the body are disturbed. There are two 
excrescences in the meatus auditorius ex- 
ternua of the right side attended with pu- 
rulent discharge. 

She states that she has been subject to 
lieadach for the last twelve months, and that 
lately excrescences have appeared in the 
meatus. She has been married a fortnight, 
since which the pain in her head has in- 
creased to such an extent, as to compel her 
to come here to seek relief. 

The treatment which was adopted was 
antiphlogistic, and consisted of five copious 
bleedings from the arm, the application of j 
leeches to the head, a blister to the nape of ( 
the neck, and active purging. These reme- j 
dies were attended with considerable miti- 
gation of her sufferings ; a portion of one of 
the excre* oences same away, which also 


was productive of relief. The pain being 
still severe, her head was shaved, and ice 
applied to it. She was then submitted to a 
course qf mercury, which affected her sys- 
tem in a few days. These measures were 
not capable of arresting the disease* and 
she died on the £7th of J auuary, - 

Post-Mortem Examination seven hours 
after death , 

Head. — Membranes of the brain perfectly 
healthy ; the convolutions appeared pale? 
than usual, and were much flatteBed,,£*pSr 
daily on the right side. There wer,e no 
evidences of inflammation in the substance 
of the brain. Three ounces of very trans- 
parent fluid were found, in the lateral ven- 
tricles. On dividing the tentorium* the. right 
half of the cerebellum appeared enlarged, 
and its anterior part felt as if it contained 
fluid. When it was cut into, about half. an 
ounce of thin, and very fetid, pus escaped $ 
the parietes of the abscess were of a bfeokr 
ish- green colour, and the cerebellum wag 
adherent to the meatus auditorius internes. 
On stripping off the dura mater from the 
petrous portion of the temporal bone, thick 
pus was seen on the upper surface of the 
superior wall of the tympanum. This was 
washed off, and ulceration of the bone be- 
neath it was observed ; there was an open- 
ing in it through which a probe was passed 
into the tympanum, whioh, when its supe- 
rior wall was removed, was fouod full of 
pus. There were two excrescences in tlio 
meatus auditorius externus ; one attached 
to the lower part of the meatus, the other to 
the membrana tympani, and in this mem- 
brane there were several small holes. The 
portio dura was examined, and exhibited 
its usual appearance. 

The thoracic and abdominal viscera were 
healthy. 

Pelvis . — The uterus and ovaries were 
enlarged, and in a state of congestion. The 
labia of the os uteri were prominent, and 
the posterior one more injected than thp 
rest of the uterus. Several small eminences 
were seen on the surface of the ovaries, 
which Mr. Lawrence supposed to be ova 
ready to escape. Sections of the ovaries 
were made, and in the one on the right aide 
a very beautiful corpus luteum was found. 

SYPHILITIC VLCJtR OF THE EYELID. 

Ellen Cole, aetat. 22 , was admitted into 
Fauh’s Ward on the 27 th of January, under 
the care of Mr. Lawrence. The superior 
lid of the right eye k so much swelled as to 
prevent her elevating it ; is of a dark-rose 
colour, and a slight ulceration is seen on its 
ciliary margin, near the external canthus. 
When the lid is everted, a sore of a circular 
figure, and about half an inch in diameter, fs 
seen on its conjunctival surface. The but- 
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face of the ulcer is of a dark-ash colour, 
as are also the edges, which are raised and 
slightly irregular. The conjunctiva lining 
the lid is highly inflamed, but that cover 
ing the eye is not. There is a alight puru* 
lent discharge from between the lids, and 
with the exception of being unable to open 
the eye, she experiences no inoonvenience. 
There are two syphilitic sores on the scalp, 
and one of them is rather extensive. Her 
tongue is white, bowels open, pulse natural, 
catamenia suspended during the last eigh- 
teen months. 

She states that the is s servant, and that 
she had a clap three years since, but denies 
having ever had any other affection of her 
genital organs. 7 *• take a dose of the com- 
pound senna mixture directly , and two 
grains of catomely with a third of a grain 
of opium every eight hours . 

31. Swelling of the lid less than when she 
was admitted, hut is atill considerable ; vas- 
cularity of the conjunctiva diminished. The 
surface of the ulcer is of a much lighter co- 
lour, and small red granulations are seen at 
several porn Is. The discharge has nearly 
•ceased, and the ulcers of the scalp are im- 
proving. Tongue clean, bowels open ; pulse 
TO end soft? her gums are rather sore, and 
there is an increased secretion of saliva. 
-Continue the calomel and opium . 

Feb. £. The swelling of the lid has much 
decreased ; the ulcer looks more healthy 
than it has hitherto done, and those on the 
scalp are also better ; her mouth is very 
sore ; she is in other respects the same. 
Discentsmte the calomel and opium . 

6. The ulcers are healing fast ; her mouth 
continues very sore. Let her use an alum 
gargle, 

14. The improvement has been rapidly 
progressive ; the swelling of the lid lias sub- 
sided ; the ulcers are healed ; the vascu- 
larity of the conjunctiva has disappeared, 
-and she says she feels perfectly well. 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 

' Mr. E. W. Tuson, teacher of Anatomy at the Little 
Windmill Street School, is preparing for the press a 
fofio Fasciculus ou the Anatomical and Surgical 
Farts of Inguinal and Femoral Herniae, illustrated 
by plates on a similar obstruction to those that 
have beat already publishes by that author. 

- - - • 

BOOK RECEIVED. 

A Description of the Diseases and Accidents in- 
cidental to the Horse, wherein the Rock Oil ol Bar- 
'badoes. or Green Mineral Naphtha, has proved apar- 
•ticelarly useful remedy, with directions for its 
general use. By B. Hart, Zoatrist London: Sher- 
wood. 1831. pp. 46. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Mr. B. M, Bradford will find in our 388th No., 
that we had already inserted a reply on the subje<* 
of the Surrey Dispensary. 

Medieus. In both case* he is safe. ». 

Judicut . The market in that quarter is complete- ’ 
ly overstocked, and the pay has of late keen so much 
reduced as to be considered a very inadequate re- 
muneration. 

Mr. Litchfield. Unfor tunately surgeons .Cannot 
recover by legal means fees for attendance- on coro- 
ners' inquests. 

Probably J. H. had better forward his suggestion 
to the editors themselves 
We should be very glad to comply with the wish 
of Veritas and his friends, had we more space, but 
an introductory lecture can hardly be expected to 
afford sufficient novelty to justify our publishing one 
at this moment. 

A Pupil of St. Thomas's denies that the resolu- 
tion of pupils attending the demonstrations at that 
hospital exculpate the demonstrator from the charges 
brought against him. He states that the resolution 
itself was proposed by the acting demonstrator, that 
not more than one-fourth of the students would sign 
it, and that manv of those who did wen old students 
who are not in the rooms above once a month. Ho 
repeats his statement ihat there are no demonstra- 
tions on a Thursday, that at Christmas there were 
none for fifteen days, and that for many hours in the 
week there is but one instead of two demonstrators 
present. 

A Correspondent informs us that arrangements 
have been made between Dr. Addison of. Guy’s 
Hospital, and Mr. Cooper of the Webb Street 
School, which will permit the coarse of lectures 
delivering by the former gentleman to centinao un- 
disturbed. 

Discipuhts Esculapii. We believe the examina- 
tion is, in Gregory’s Conspectus, restricted to the 
first ten books, and to the first and third books of 
Celsus. 

Mr. Gates. It is not necessary that he should be 
a medical practitioner ; bat, of coarse, a meaabet of 
the medical profession must be deemed best quali- 
fied for such an office. 

C. W. M. We regret to pay there is no remedy. 

The annual dinner of the teachers and pupils of 
the Aldersgato Street School took place ou the 18th. 
We have not room for a report of the proceedings in 
our present Number. 

J. J?., S — : d. It would have afforded us sin- 
cere pleasure to have rendered him assistance in 
the controversy in which he was engaged, but we 
feared that his position was not maintainable. 
Another communication, containing an account of 
the subsequent proceedings would be acceptable. 

We beg to acknowledge the pot He notes of tbe 
editors of several medical journal and we regret 
that our arrangements will not allow of our accept- 
ing their offers to exchange. The business at our 
office is already too weighty to bp managed without 
considerable difficulty, and we have hitherto found 
it inexpedient to exchange journals with any pe- 
riodical whatever not from any unfriendly feeling, 
bnt on the ground that we are averse to add to the 
number of our already complicated arrangements. 

11. C. The clerks are certainly allowed to make 
the additional charge for the supplemental numbers, 
but Dr. C. may spare himself any further uneasiness 
on the subject, as the opportunity for making the 
dcipand is not likely to recur. We value his friend- 
ship. 

Inquirer. Tbe disease is not dangerous, but we 
would earnestly recommend him to apply to a sur- 
geon. There is not a man in the profession who, if 
our correspondent’s circumstances are such as he 
states them to be, would withhold his gratuitous 
assistance. lie may rest assured that this is the 
safes! course, and a ill tend most to kis advantage. 

We are compelled most reluctantly to omit the 

insertion of Mr. Garden’s note until next week. 
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smooth ; the median line formed an abrupt 
termination of the enlargement. Pulse 100, 
very hard and fall; some thirst. The ab- 
straction of twenty ounces of blood gave 
some relief, and enabled hip to swallow a 
brisk cathartic immediately ^ftex. The next 
day the tumefaction and pain seemed to be 
again on the increase ; five large leeches 
were applied to the tougue, and the cathar- 
tic was repeated. The leeches gave imme- 
diate relief, aud from this time the disease 
rapidly abated, leaving the organ in a healthy 
state on the fourth day after the attack. 

“ Case 3. — July, 1828. J. B., a woman 
from the country, applied to me with glos- 
sitis affecting the whole organ, and termi- 
nating in suppuration of the right half. She 
was relieved by scarifications, by letting out 
the pus, by the lancet introduced at the side 
of tire tongue, and by cathartics. Some 
months after she was again attacked with 
the same complaint. As I was hurriedly 
called away when she came to me she went 
to another surgeon, and I never learned the 
result. In this case, likewise, there was a 
peculiar lividity and smoothness at the tip, 
on the side which suppurated. 

“ Remarks . — In none of these cases could 
the patient assign an adequate cause for 
the oomplaint, unless we consider as such 
the only one that Kenmuire could give. At 
the first bite of a very sour apple, which he 
had been eating two days before the attack, 
he felt as if a needle had run into his tongue, 
and a sudden flow of saliva followed. In 
the 4th vol. of the Dublin Hospital Reports, 
a case of idiopathic glossitis, affecting the 
left half of the tongue, is related by Dr. 
Graves, and is, apparently, the only case, on 
record in which the inflammation was limit- 
ed to the half of the organ. In the first two 
cases related above, the disease was con- 
fined to the left half also ; this of course 
must be considered as an acci dental coinci- 
dence, for we can hardly conceive why the 
left half should be more liable to inflamma- 
tion than the right. ' Perhaps the lividity on 
the tip in the first and last cases may be 
conquered as symptomatic of the suppura- 
tion which took place ; if so, this would en- 
courage us, iu a similar case, to have re- 
course to incision as practised in these cases 
with so much success. I believe it will be 
found very difficult to detect the presence of 
pus by the feeling of fluctuation which gene- 
rally guides us in other cases. The tongue 
fills the mouth so completely, and the intro- 
duction of the fingers gives so much pain, 
that putting out of the question the un- 
steadiness of the organ, its peculiar texture, 
and the deep seat of the pus, it may be con- 
sidered a matter of some "importance to fix 
on some appearance as indicative of the 
formation of an abscess. So far as these 
cases go, the livid colour of the tip of the 


tongue may be considered as symptomatic 
of suppuration.” 

CESOPHAGOTOMY IN THE HORSE. 

By J, P. Ckeetham , Vtt binary Surgeon . 

u On -the 9th of August I was called to 
attend a bay ' mare at the Horse Barracks, 
the property of an officer of the 4th Dragoon 
Guards; when I entered her loose box, I 
found her discharging masticated food by 
the nose ; and 1 perceived on the nigh side 
of the neck, in the situation of the oesopha- 
gus, a swelling of the size of my arm, com- 
mencing about six inches below the pha- 
rynx, and gradually increasing in size until 
it reached the sixth cervical vertebra, where 
it terminated abruptly. From the history 
of the case, it would appear there b*<L 
been a partial obstruction offered to the 
passage of the food ever since she had been 
purchased, which had been progressively 
increasing for a period of about nine months.’ 
On several occasions of late, the oesophagus 
had become so obstructed, that it was ne^ 
cessary, in order to remove the contents, to 
wash these down with water ; in other in- 
stances a probang was used. Last spring a 
blister was applied over the diseased part, 
and she was afterwards turned out to grass. . 
While at grass, it was observed that, the 
food, when it happened to lodge in the. 
lower part of the dilatation, was frequently 
passed up towards the mouth, aud again re- 
turned towards the stomach. This action 
went on in many instances, till the food, an 
it were, accidentally passed on to the sto- 
mach. She was taken from grass on the 
6th of August, and, on the following day, 
was given a considerable allowance of corn, 
in order to ascertain if she had recovered from 
the disease. An accumulation of the food 
as formerly was the result ; and the mean* 
formerly used having been tried without 
effect, I was sent for, and finding by the 
previous history that a permanent stricture 
existed, I resolved to perform the following 
operation. Having had her cast on her 
right side, 1 made an incision opposite the 
sixth cervical vertebra into the oesophagus, 
about four iuche^in length, the knife pass- 
ing between the levator humeri and the 
vessels and nerves (namely, the jugular 
vein, carotid artery, aud par vagum) ; on 
opening the oesophagus, it seemingly was 
divested of its muscular fibres, the cuticular 
coat being the principal part that here com- 
posed the tube. Having exposed part of 
the masticated food which it contained, it 
was, from its density, removed with some 
difficulty, and she was afterwards given * 
little warm water to wash out the oesopha- 
gus. The dimensions of the dilated portion' 

1 could not correctly ascertain, but its infe- 

rior part I imagined, when distended* to W 
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three or foot inches in diameter* On ex- 
amining the cyst, I found the tube so much 
contracted at the opening downwards, that 
it would only admit a probang half an inch 
in diameter to pasa, and that not without 
rotatory motion and some degree of force. 
After withdrawing the probang, she was 
allowed to get to her feet; she then drank 
freely of warm water, which, by applying 
pressure on the wound, passed on to the 
stomach without interruption. But when 
the pressure was removed, the greater 
quantity passed out by the wound; her 
pulse, which at first was 65, having risen 
to 75 after the operation, I abstracted from 
the jugular vein five quarts of blood, ad* 
ministered. a laxative drench, and 1 left her 
at five p.m. At nine p.m. I again visited 
her, and found the pulse 90 ; the wound in 
a foul-like state, an ichorous discharge, 
with an offensive smell ; fomentations of 
tepid water were then applied to the parts 
all night, and a solution of the chloride of 
lime injeeted into the wound every half 
hour. In the course of two hours she was 
much relieved, pulse fallen to 80 ; she took 
freely of gruel through the night, and by 
four next morning the wound had lost the 
offensive smell ; the discharge much less ; 
pulse 75. I now left her, a poultice having 
been applied over the wound. At eleven 
a.m. the symptoms much the same; the 
wound was bathed with tepid water, and a 
fresh poultice applied. In the evening, 
pulse 65, at which it continued for two 
days. With the wound, similar treatment 
was pursued ; her regimen was gruel, 
mashes of bran, and a decoction of linseed 
of a thin consistence. On the 12th a 
sloughing in the wound commenced, ex- 
tending to the oesophagus, part of which 
was detaehed in a week, when the wound 
assumed a healthy condition, and the fever 
abated. I now introduced a probang of a 
similar sine as that mentioned formerly, 
through the stricture, and repeated it two 
and three times a day for ten days, increas- 
ing its size gradually. After the first in - 
troduotioa the probang passed every day 
more easily, till at length it could beintro- 
duced with the greatest facility. By these 
means the stricture, which appeared to have 
formed where the tube enters the chest, 
was overcome ; but since that time the pro- 
bang has been occasionally introduced by 
the owner. To assist the mare in swallow- 
ing, the dilated part is aided in its action by 
pressure, which is accomplished by means 
of a collar similar to that of a martingal, 
with a pad attached to it, and the whole 
being fixed to the roller by straps properly 
adjusted, a regular degree of pressure is 
kept up. 

** Sept. 26* I now find the dilated por- 
tion greatly diminished in calibre; the 


wound nearly closed; she is lively and ioi, 
good spirits, taking daily exercise, and eat- 
ing her regimental allowance of corn and, 
bay. 

‘f The mare bas now, 30th of December, 
1830, been for a considerable time quite 
well, is in good condition, and bas been 
frequently hunted since the operation.’ 1 

PATHOLOGY OF TF.TANUS — REMARKABLE 
DISSECTIONS. 

The 8th article consists of an account 
of the yellow fever which prevailed on board 
H. M. S. Iphigenia in 1822. We shall no- 
tice this essay on another occasion. The 
last paper from which we shall make an ex-, 
tract, is a report of cases treated in the 
Glasgow Royal Infirmary, by Dr. Perry. 
In this report, two cases of trauhiatic teta- 
nus are detailed, in both of which peculiar 
morbid appearances were detected. We 
extract the account of the dissections, which 
appear to us to be of the utmost importance. 
The symptoms or treatment require no ob- 
servation : — 

Case 1 . — *' Inspection 24 hours after 
death. — The whole spinous processes and 
calvarium were removed ; the brain and 
thecre vertebrarum fully exposed. There 
was a little serous fluid at the base of the 
brain, betwixt the tunica arachnoidea and 
pia mater. The brain was considerably more 
vascular than usual, and on the posterior part 
of both lobes of the cerebellum there exist- 
ed an ecchymosed appearance, which could 
easily be removed by raising the pia mater. 
The medulla spinalis had a perfectly healthy 
appearance, but a considerable quantity of 
partly fluid, partly coagulated blood, existed 
betwixt the theca and the vertebrae. The' 
vesicated surfaces occupied the lower half 
of the left leg, and the outer and lower half 
of the right leg. Both had a green sloughy 
aspect, and the cellular substance was much 
inflamed. The veins did not appear •» 
vascular than natural, and the arteries ap- 
peared healthy. The nerves were also care- 
fully examined ; the cutaneous of both legs, 
particularly the commuhicans tibialis, and 
the communicating branches of the peroneal 
nerve with the tibialis communis, were in* 
flamed at the sent of the injuiy ; tracing 1 
them upwards above this point they were 
perfectly healthy, except that portion of the' 
peroneal which turns over the head of the 
fibula, there it was again distinctly very 
vascular , thus leaving an intermediate por- 
tion perfectly free from the appearances of 
inflammation. The vascularity appeared to 
be confined to the sheath of each nerve ; the 


[deep-seated branches appeared to be quite 
3B2 
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natural. No other morbid appearances were 
detected. 

“ Cass 2. —Inspection 74 hours after 
death .— The body was allowed to lie the usual 
way on the back till the time of inspection. 
The calvarium and spinous ridges were re- 
moved, fully exposing the theca vertebra- 
ram, down to the cauda equina; there was 
no effusion on the brain or its membranes, 
and its substance was natural throughout. 
No effusion existed between the theca and 
the vertebrm ; the theca was heulthy, and 
betwixt it and the spinal chord was a preter- 
natural quantity of serum. The chord itself 
was of a pale colour. The nerves on each 
side of the remaining phalanx of the ring- 
finger were very vascular . On tracing up- 
wards the ulnar nerve from this point to the 
elbow, it was of its natural colour, but here 
again it became very vascular for about the 
extent of two inches. In the axilla it again 
presented a similar appearance as at the 
elbow, the portion df it intervening betwixt 
these two points being healthy. Tracing 
the median nerve in the same way as the 
ulnar, it was found perfectly natural, from 
its digital branch, which supplied the radial 
side of the ring-fioger (and which, as stated 
above, was much inflamed), till about the 
middle of the arm, when it again presented 
an inflamed appearance for the extent of an 
inch and a half. The portion of it interven- 
ing betwixt this part and that confined to 
the axilla, where it again became vascular, 
was natural. This vascularity throughout, 
was not confined to the sheaths of the 
nerves, but occupied their substance ; the 
radial and superficial nerves of the arm, 
along with its veins and arteries, were per- 
fectly natural ; the lumbar nerves were un- 
affected ; the ccsophagus was examined, and 
found healthy ; the trachea appeared in- 
flamed, and contained a large quantity of 
greenish -coloured mucus ; the other thoracic 
viscera and digestive organs natural.” 


PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE 

PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT 
op 

DEAFNESS. 

No. III. 

By John Fosbroke, M.D. , Cheltenham. 

The predisposing causes of deafness are, 
hereditary transmission ; unknown imper- 
fections of the structure of the organs of 
bearing ; debility arising from other dis- 
eases, and especially weak and disordered 
states of the pulmonary organs. The doc- 
trine of predisposition, though it has been 
limited to particular diseases, is applicable 


to almost all. Diseases, whetlier of the 
liver, lungs, brain, or of other organs mMl 
tissues, are seen continually to descent^ 
through families, and, in fact, to form family 
diseases, derived from one side or the other. 
Deaf patieuts very frequently trace iheir in* 
firmity in this manner from their progenitors. 
1 have been consulted upon deafness by 
more than one member of the same family 
at the same time, us in the instance of Lady 
B. and her daughter Miss G. B. A lady, a 
friend of the late Colonel James Smith, of 
Cheltenham, fell out of a window at Nor- 
wich, in astate of pregnancy, and instantly 
became deaf in oue ear. The child produced 
by this pregnaucy was born deaf in the cor- 
responding ear. 

lu the absence of hereditary predisposition, 
as indeed in the majority of those who go 
deaf, there would appear to be some original 
condition of the oigans, which renders them 
in a particular degree susceptible of being 
acted upon by the exciting causes. Other- 
wise, wby should it occur that under all the 
same conditions of the case, the same remote 
causes should produce it not in one indivi- 
dual immediately excite it in another ? This 
original condition consists probably in some 
original imperfection in the constitution of 
the ear in structure and function. Also the 
ears, comparatively with other organs, are 
constructed with a superior delicacy, and 
more exquisite sensibility of impressions of 
all kinds, and, from that circumstance alone, 
are more liable to .be affected by all the 
general exciting causes of disease. Hence, 
bodily and mental disorder, general constifU'* 
tiona! derangements, co-operating with th* 
disposing cause, may either induce deafhees, 
or returns of it. I have known many pa- 
tients who entertained a notion that short- 
ness of breathing, or “ weak lungs,” had led 
to their deafness. General debility is fol- 
lowed by an enfeeblingof this sense. Hence, 
deafness frequently occurs in the last stage 
of consumption. It comes on as a monitor of 
old age, often goes away, * and retains again, 
till it becomes fixed. An old lady, now set. 
85, became hard of hearing at 75 sat., reco- 
vered, became deaf again, at last perma- 
nently. $he loses her hearing totally when 
attacked with catarrh or other amart indis- 
position. The aged freqyently grow deafer 
and deafer imperceptibly to themselves, 
marking the participation of the failing 
sense in the progressive wearing out of the 
whole frame* 

Very little certain knowledge has been 
obtained of the proximate causes of deafness, 
or of the pathological conditions of the parts 
of the ear after death. Examinations Imre 
been very rare. In the museums pf the 
School of Med icine of Paris, Trinity jCollege, 

* These disappearances generally coincide wkh 
thfe coming on of some other affection. 
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Dublin, Abu University «ud CoUege of Sur ducing deafness, doec not always extend to 
geoo • of Edinburgh, where the stores of in- disorganisation of the parts, or permanent 
struotion in morbid anatomy are so abundant injury of the sense, for 1 have seen very ob- 
and excellent, I found no preparations of im- stinate and long-continued deafness dis- 
portance, except of diseases of the brain, of appear upon the occurrence of diseased, 
which deafness was oaly one of the symp- action in another part of the body. Mr. 
toms. Some few examples are scattered Giller, a young man who applied to me in 
through the medical journals. They exhibit 1827-8, had been deaf five years in the left 
changes of structure, which, for the greater ear ; he had sounds in this ear like the boil- 
part, from their nature and situation, afford ing of a kettle, and a continual discharge 
very little prospect of successful treatment from the external auditory’ canal; the Eu- 
of the class of cases to which they belong, stachian tube was pervious. Sometimes he 
Tl»e physicians of that extraordinary and could hear a watch with the deaf ear, at 
magnanimous people the French, with their others he was so totally deaf with it, that 
accustomed seal and superior perseverance when lying in bed with that ear towards the 
in pathological anatomy, have recorded door he could not hear persons entering the 
numerous aural examinations of persons room. He was liable to constant spitting, 
dying deaf. The morbid appearances were and once every three or four months to 
chiefly accumulations of pus in the cavity of spontaneous diarrhoeas with blood, attended 
the tympanum, caries of the bones of the with great pain and weakness. Three weeks 
ear, inflammation of the membrane covering before he came he had had spitting of blood, 
the cochlea and semicircular canals, and which was relieved by Mr. Averill. He was 
erosion and opening of the fenestra rotunda, subject also to pains in the back and side. 
In deafness of a single ear, the membrane After trying other remedies for the deafness 
just mentioned was found opaque and thick- some time, he took the tinct. of iodine. The 
eaed, and its proper fluid was wanting, deafness went off, but inflammation of the 
(See Archives, Oct., 1824.) M. Blandin, chest followed immediately , after which, 
supplementary professor of anatomy in the upon his convalescence, the deafness re- 
Ecele de M6decine, to whose attentions 1 turned . Dr. Parry relates the case of a 
am indebted, found in a man born deaf an lady 50 set., who, being affected with jaun- 
ossiform concretion in the labyrinth, whilst dice, dropsy in two forms, and total want of 
the optic nerve waaatrophised to a simple urine, had also been deaf for two months, 
cellular filament. “ The most common spe- Twelve hours before her death her natural 
cies of deafness,” ssys the very able patiio- hearing returned. “ This must be ascribed,*' 
logist. Professor Macartney, of Dublin, says he, “ to the diminished activity and 
" arises from inflammation extending from fulness of the vessels.*' He gives ano- 
the auditory passage to the membrane of the ther case of noise in the ears and deaf- 
tympanum. An immense effusion of mucus ness in a lady aged 76 (she lost the noise 
into the tympanum takes place; ulceration when in a carriage), with cough, shortness 
follows; the chain of bones is thrown out. of breath, threatening of suffocation in the 
The patient is rendered incapable of regu- night, and swelliugs of the legs. She hap - 
lating the impressions of sounds ; he some- pened to lose thirty ounces of blood by henmor - 
times finds them too loud, aud cannot dis- rhage from an issue and the deafness left 
eern them when low. The impression is he%\ [Posthumous Works , Vol. I. p. 554.) 
produced on the organ without his having I do for my own part believe firmly that if 
the power of regulating it.** — MS. notes of deafness were treated like aoute ophthalmia, 
Pathol . Led.) 1829. — J. F. with decisive bleeding at its first coming on 

All the above changes, and the deafness in plethoric subjects, it might be cured and 
to which they gave rise, were ascribed to prevented from establishing itself. 
inflammation, in almost every case of a lemand observes, 4 * Occasionally in otorraoea 
chronic nature. Scanty as are these facts, the discharge from the ear ceases in conse- 
they bear powerfully and obviously upon quence of some other operation going on in 
the principle of practice to be observed at the system, as the epoch of puberty, preg- 
the commencement of deafness, when only, nancy, &c., or some pathological fluxion or 
there is much hope of success. Though determination to a particular organ. Some- 
aware of the difficulty of investigating times these discharges alternate with attack# 
structure so minute as the ear, and of the of rheumatism, catarrlius yesicae, leucor- 
necessity of a practised anatomical hand and rhoea, &c. In some cases the new disease is 
pathological eye, I cannot but regret that so violent that it is necessary to produce a 
opportunities are neglected of examining drain near the ear by seton, and to adopt 
those who die deaf in our large institutions, the rigid antiphlogistic system of treatment." 
No private practice, I am sorry to say, can No certain rule of practice can be inferred 
ever afford sufficient opportunities. always, or even often, from these spontane- 

One thing is certain, that the morbid ous evolutions or changes of determination, 
nctiou going on in the internal ear and pro- Professor Asdral, jut, an authority of the 
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first class, remarks that though preternatural 
sfccumolations and' congestions of blood in 
the capillary vessels may exist independent* 
ly of organic alterations, they cannot be 
removed by bleeding or other means, be- 
cause the local congestion is merely the 
effect of the exciting cause, and so long as 
that cause exists, though we leave but one 
drop of blood in the body, that drop will | 
obey, in despite of all our bleedings, the 
Summons of the irritating cause and fly to 
the part affected. It is, therefore, he adds, 
the exciting cause which we should endea- 
vour to investigate and counteract, a prin- 
ciple so fully recognised by the Italian 
school as the basis of their counter-stimu- 
lant system. 

The above facts prove the occasional dis- 
appearance of even old deafness, and also 
show that the diseased action, however pro- 
tracted or obstinate, is not such as always 
to produce alteration of structure. The 
question is, in these cases, In what can the 
diseased action have consisted 1 Some say 
in a nervous affection, but I am disposed to 
believe it is far more probablyin congestion 
of the venous capillaries. We see a slow, 
writable inflammation of the eye, especially 
of its conjunctival membrane, which con- 
fipues p length of time, creates some depo- 
sition on the iris and retina, but not the 
same rapid and destructive changes as in- 
flammation from increased arterial action. 
May not the ear be similarly affected! Con- 
gestion is an interesting, and a by no means 
Well-defined action.. After venous congestion 
of the intestines, we see the veins tortuous, 
the parts blue and green, like an English 
snake, and an attempt at effusion of coagu- 
lable lymph, with but little effusion and 
little adhesion; the appearances quite dif- 
ferent from those of the same part after 
pcute or chronic inflammation ; and we say, 
this person died in congestion, not of in- 
flammation ; but what are the characteristic 
and discriminating symptoms! There is 
less pain, and it comes on more in paroxysms. 
The inquiry is important in relation to the 
treatment of deafness. 

Whatever may he the proximate cause, or 
pathological conditions, which constitute 
deafness, no such characteristic symptoms, 
1 apprehend, will ever be ascertained in dif- 
ferent cases as yvill enable practitioners to 
discriminate, with precision, during fife, the 
different morbid conditions to which the 
internal ear is subject. Most, or all, the 
symptoms which I htivk described may 
occur either together, or at separate periods, 
m the same case. Indeed the symptoms in 
.every case of deafness are remarkably uni- 
form, notwithstanding the refined distinc- 
tions of many scientific and disinterested 
writers and the pretences of aurists , who 
are mere traders in the diseases of the ear. 


Abiding strictly by all that Qftn he kflqwrt 
by the operation of flie w ^efl8ei qf the mor- 
bid conditions of the oV»an during life, and 
preferring rather to confess my own igno- 
rance than take advantage of that of others, 
by ascribing these cases to causes of which 
I can have no ocular or other demonstra- 
tion, I consider that deafness is divisible, 
generally, into only two kinds, deafness 
with and deafness without discharge . 

In cases of deafness with discharge, I 
have observed, that the inflammation only, 
not the discharge, affects the hearing. The 
deafness, which is worse during the con- 
tinuance of the inflapmatory symptoms 
alone , as also the pain and' throbbing, which 
are often in that case very severe, are ame- 
liorated on the appearance of the discharge. 
The discharge in different castes, and in the 
same cases at different times, varies in qua- 
lity and appearance. M. Xallemand says, 
with truth, that — “ The'smeH, Colour, and 
consistence of the discharge, vary much in 
different individuals, and in the same indi- 
viduals, under different circumstances/* — 
Deafness, with discharge, is sometimes pe- 
riodical. In the case of a tradesman*® son 
at Cheltenham, who applied to me, it came 
on anuually. About the middle of the last 
century, M. Mery published an account 
of a very severe case of deafness, with 
discharge, in a girl, which came and de- 
parted periodically. The patient, when 
lying upon the grass, was seized with ex- 
cruciating pain in one ear, which was fol- 
lowed by paralysis bn one side of the face. 
An insect, like a large grub, was extracted, 
and other means being used, the girl is 
reported to have recovered’, though small 
portions of carious bones were discharged 
from the tympanum. 

! All cases of deafness without discharge, 
have received the general appellation of 
\“ nervous deafness/* The application of 
this hypothetical term is merely a, proof of 
our complete ignorance of the real causes, 
seated so deeply and interiorly as they are 
in the several varieties of deafness, if such 
there be, and of the discriminating symp- 
toms, if any, by which such supposed varie- 
ties are to be dfistinguished. But under the 
simple division which 1 have chosen, those 
parts of the ear, and its appendages/which 
come within the scope of tectudl observation, 
present some morbid phenomepa in deafness 
worth detailing. 

In cases of deafness without discharge, 
the sensibility of the external porch of the 
ears, and even of the Eustachian tube, is 
often so much diminished, thatf the injection 
of water, almost boiling, cate be borne with 
pleasure. In passing probes into the tym- 
panum, I have found the mucous membrane 
of the tube more sensible, on one side than 
the othej. So kindly, indeed, is wftrmth to 
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life wr, that Eaat Indians, in Cheltenham, | 
have told me, that deaf people frequently j 
lose their deafness on arriving in the East 
Indies; and I have known some of the 
Company's officers recommend an East In- 
dian voyage to relations to get rid of their 
deafness. “ A chronic discharge from the 
ears, with inflammation,” says M. Lalle- 
mand, “ is generally diminished under the 
influence of a dry and warm temperature, 
exercise, and low living. In simple cases, 
it will entirely disappear under these cir- 
cumstances; it is easily renewed or aug- 
mented by the revei'se , and especially by 
cold and moisture , too much intellectual ex- 
ertion, and excesses of the table. Bonet 
states, that “ A nobleman from the climate 
of Rome, which is very damp to live in, 
having removed to the climate of Naples, 
especially on the sea-coast, found his sight 
and hearing much improved. Indeed he 
became perfectly well after going for his 
recovery to the sulphureous watering-places 
and to the sudatories (cells in baths for et- 
ching perspiration without washing), which 
are hot-houses in myrtle groves.’*— Sepitl- 
chretum de Auricum affect Urns, tom. I. 
p. 435. Mrs. Macklyn, the sister-in-law of 
(he stote-aurgeou of Irelaud, four days before 
her death, when under my care, had so 
much insensibility of tbe ears, that she ex- 
perienced sensations of severe cold from the 
ipjection of hot water, till it was raised 
to a degree at which 1 could not bear my 
fingers in it. She had ear-ach from a ca- 
rious affection of the lower jaws. Quite 
different is the effect of cold water ; it 
Causes painful frigidity, catarrh, and even 
an increase of deafness. After warm injec- 
tions, the rush of cold air is felt more sen- 
sibly, and increases tbe liubility to colds. 
I ascribe to this circumstance that instinct 
of the deaf which renders them so generally 
averse ffbm subjecting their ears to treat- 
ment during winter. These phenomena are 
all explained by the exquisite structure and 
Sensibility of the organ to both impressions, 
hot and oold. 

Enlarged tonsils contribute to deafness 
even when those glands, in their enlarged 
state, are not so adapted as to compress and 
dose the Eustachian tubes ; for I have 
found the hearing often improved by the 
reduction of large tonsils, though they did 
not obstruct the passage of probes through 
the Eustachian tubes when at their greatest 
magnitude. Whether in these cases the 
tonsils contribute to deafness by defeating 
the impulses of the air, or by modifying the 
reverberations of sound in the posterior 
palate and nares, or by association of func- 
tion wi,th the ears, or by the relative posi- 
tion of the posterior part of the enlarged 
tonsil to the Eustachian tube, is not ascer- 
tained. In deafness of one ear, generally, 


In single gland only is enlarged. It should 
ibe understood, that simple tonsillar enlarge- 
ment in deafuesa coincides, and is compli- 
cated, with other causes of deafness, and 
that such simple tonsillar enlargement often 
. Occurs without deafness. The brother of a 
j respectable druggist here, and another per- 
son, lately came to me with tonsils immense- 
ly enlarged, without any effect on the hear- 
ing. Apparently enlarged tonsils often give 
Hse to dyspepsia and disordered states of 
the stomach, for I have known those affec- 
tions yield, in deaf persons, in proportion 
as the tonsils were reduced to their natural 
bulk. 

Feb. 1831. 


REMARKS ON THE MECHANICAL MEANS 
EMPLOYED IN THE TREATMENT Of 

FRACTURES OF THE LOWER 
EXTREMITIES. 

B y W. II. Neville, Esq. t Surgeon. 

( With two Plates .) 

It often happens in fractnres of tlie leg, 
where both bones are broken nearly in the 
same relative part of their shaft, that, whe- 
ther the limb be laid on its side, in a state 
of semiflexion, or extended in th.e straight 
position, it is found difficult to keep the 
broken ends of the bones respectively in such 
accurate contact, as finally to preserve the 
proper figure of the limb. The weight of 
the foot, and the hollow form of the leg at 
its back and lower part, together with the 
projection of the heel, constitute some of 
the difficulties both in shn'ple as well os com- 
pound fractures, and a reference to the aua- 
tomy of the bones as well as of tbe soft part* 
will show us that such difficulties are to be 
expected.' In compound fractures too, a ne- 
cessity may arise for frequent changes of 
dressings and bandages, and this is seldom 
accomplished without some disturbance' 
which it would be very desirable to avoid. 
The absolute necessity of occasional!^ mov- 
ing the patient in bed, is another source of 
disturbance to the fracture, and the pressure 
of splints against some prominent part of 
the limb in order to give proper stability to 
the whole, is a matter very annoying, and 
yery often complained of. 

In tbe endeavour to obviate some of these 
difficulties, and to fulfil tho primary pur- 
poses of the surgeon simply and effectually, 
1 have constructed a new sort of splint lor 
theleg, the utility of which 1 have proved 
in some very bad fractures, to the satisfae - 
tion of several professional friends, besides 
having received the complimentary tests- 
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mony of other surgeons who have employed 
the same plan in their own practice. I 
hare shown the splints to many surgeons of 
great experience in military, naval, and 
private practice, and in every instance they 
have expressed the most decided approbation 
of them, both in regard to the accuracy of 
their mechanical power, and their ability to 
meet the pathological requirements of frac 
ture. I am therefore induced to publish this 
account of them, in the hope that they may 
become useful auxiliaries in many instances, 
and I shall be highly gratified to find that a 
more extensive trial may confirm the favour* 
able opinion which so many have already 
expressed of them. The plan of the instru- 
ments is very simple, and the materials of 
which they are composed exceedingly dura- 
ble. Mr. Thompson, of Windmill Street, to 
whom 1 have given the plans and any ad* 
vantages that may arise therefrom, has taken 
great pains to manufacture the splints neat* 
ly, and he has spared neither trouble nor ex* 
pense in procuring a set of engravings which 
accompany this paper so as to exhibit and 
explain the matter pretty accurately. 

I need only say , therefore, that the splints 
are made of iron, and the padding of flannel 
eight times folded, and enveloped in a cover 
oflinen or of chamois leather. The sub* 
stance of the under splint, is such as to bear 
the weight of the limb easily, and yet to 
bend so as to meet any shape that may be re- 
quired; the substance of the side splints is 
almost the lightest that is to be obtained, 
and such as will enclose the limb laterally 
with great exactness, and maintain its shape 
without any painful pressure ; the padding 
is sewed on the splints, through holes bored 
in pairs at proper distances. 

It is thus assumed that a flexible splint 
with soft and regular padding will perform 
its office more accurately, and with less pain 
to the patient, than an inflexible splint and 
graduated cushion. 

Several different sizes will of course be 
required, to meet the length and width of 
different limbs from childhood to the adult 
age, as the object is— to provide a firm and 
easy resting-place for the limb, additional to 
the pillow, by carrying a splint at the back 
of the limb from the point of the toes to half 
way up the thigh — to retain the limb there- 
upon in its natural form by fastening the 
foot and ancle to one end by a figure -of* 8 
bandage — and to extinguish for a time the 
action of the knee-joint, by binding it with 
a broad linen roller, moderately tight only, 
upon the other end of the splint, carrying 
the roller a little below the knee and as far 
above on the thigh as the splint extends. 

The side splints will assist in maintaining 
the accurate position of the limb, as from 
their flexible nature they will accommodate 
themselves to the existing state of the limb. 


and having a bearing on the foot part of the 
under splint, and extending thence above 
the knee, /they will yield an efficient ami 
accurate support in their whole line. 

A little oiled silk being laid on the back 
splint, under the fractured part of the limb, 
and the eighteen-tailed bandage upon this, 
the latter may be changed at pleasure by 
[ means of a spatula ; or what iu many cases 
is easier, the eighteen-tailed bandage may 
| be altogether applied under the back splint, 
and yet encircle the limb with sufficient 
power. 

This arrangement of the fracture will 
provide for — 

1st. The easy and natural position and 
i length of limb. 

2nd. The necessary change of dressings. 

Sd. Passive motion, without disturbing 
the fracture. 

But as there is a great variety in the na- 
ture of fracture, and as all mechanical means 
are limited in their power, so in those which 
I have now the honour to submit, there will 
arise occasional difficulties in adapting neatly 
the means to the end we have in view. 

In putting up a fractured leg, as it is 
termed, some surgeons make use of an 
upper splint to lie along the anterior part of 
the limb. In order to obtain much advan- 
tage from this, it should probably extend 
through the whole course of the tibia ; but 
as the foot rises from the end of this bone, 
at an obtuse angle, there is often much in- 
convenience felt by the end of the solid 
splint pressing against the instep. To ob- 
viate this I have suggested a flexible splint, 
mode of very narrow strips of thin metal 
sewed on a pad, in imitation of the wooden 
splint. This may be turned up at the, end, 
so as to accommodate the instep, and, as 
Mr. Thompson manufactures it, the splint 
has a very neat appearance. 

Of Fractured Thigh-Bone. — From the 
diversity of means proposed for the manage- 
ment of fractured thigh-bone, it may be 
inferred that this accident is a matter of 
serious consideration for the surgeon, aud 
of this fact every man’s experience will 
sooner or later convince him. .Every eligi- 
ble proposition for managing such cases is, 
therefore, a matter of interest to him who 
desires to perform his work neatly as well 
as securely. Those who have been accus- 
tomed to use the long splint, as it is called 
(a plan, 1 believe, emanating from French 
surgery), and who have witnessed the suc- 
cessful results of its operation, will not rea- 
dily be persuaded to abandon it, in the ma- 
jority of cases, for any other means. Ad- 
mitting then the preference which many 
surgeons entertain for that instrument, I have 
ventured to think that the alteration I have 
made therein will be received as an improve- 
ment ; such at least is the assurance which 
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1 hire received from persons practically 
competent to offer an opinion. 

The instrument described in Mr. Thomp- 
son’s plate is made of iron and padded 
throughout, on the simple plan already de- 
scribed ; it is strong enough to maintaiu the 
length' of the limb when duly applied, and 
requires, like the old splint, the agency of 
additional short splints to compress the 
powerful muscles of the thigh. In the con- 
struction of the old splint, a separate one 
was required for each limb ; in this of mine 
the shaft is movoable on the foot-piece, and 
the instrument is thus convertible into right 
or left at pleasure. In the old splint a 
great distress was generally experienced 
from the pressure of the lateral foot-board, 
or from the stricture of bandages required 
to preserve the foot motionless ; in miue, by 
providing an easy and accurate resting-place 
lor the heel and lower part of the leg, and at 
the same time the sole of the foot having 
a support accommodated to its shape, the 
whole of these parts may be bound easily, 
yet securely, so as to constitute the one 
grand point d'appui. The shaft being then 
added the ancle will be received against 
cushion, and will escape all violent presnK 
whatever be the form or size of the mal- 
leolus. In making the upper point of re- 
sistance against the ischium, one end of the 
bandage, pierced by the hook, may be thus 
neatly fastened thereon, and the few other 
turns will he easily received into the sinus 
which the hook makes with the shaft, and 
kept secure from sapping. The two prin- 
cipal points for giving the limb its due 
length being thus secured, it will naturally 
occur to the operator, that the next part re- 
quiring attention will be the centre of the 
shaft, viz., that in contact with the knee. 
To those who may prefer wood to iron for 
the shaft of the thigh splint, I beg leave to 
say, that Mr. Thompson has manufactured 
both, having adapted the iron foot- piece to 
n wooden Bhaft of the same size as in the 
old splint. 

In conclusion, I may say that I have mode 
a variety of experiments with different sorts 
of metal, and also with the same metal, in 
various states of ductility, for the purposes 
above mentioned, and I have preferred such 
as are here described. In what I have done 
my aim has been merely to be useful, and 
if in the endeavour to multiply useful means, 
or to simplify such as would admit of im- 
provement, I have effected any-thing worthy 
of imitation in principle, or of adoption in 
practice, I shall he sufficiently rewarded for 
the pains I have taken. 

Esher, Surrey, Feb. 1st, 1831. 


MEDICAL EDUCATION AND GO- 
VERNMENT IN IRELAND. 

To the Editor of The Lanckt. 

Sir, — I did expect that the letter signed 
“ A. J.,” which appeared in a late number 
of your excellent Journal, would have been 
noticed on this side of the water, although 
in many points of view it appears not worth 
the trouble of a rejoinder. **** Say what 
ou will of the venerable few in the big 
ouse in Lincoln’s Inn Fields, their prac- 
tices, as concerns the student at least, are 
excellent compared with ours. They have 
declared the law, and have bound themselves 
to respect that law, such as it is. Any one 
producing the qualifications specified in their 
printed paper, may claim his examination 
as matter of right, and those claims will he 
allowed. But here there is a discretionary 
power, a judge-law to be made for the oc- 
casion, which, under similar circumstances, 
may or may not be allowed as a precedent, 
without cause shown in either case, where 
whim or interest can inflict injury on a 
faultless individual, where the agents are 
irresponsible, and against whom there is no 
appeal. The by-laws relating to education 
begin thus : — “ Candidates shall be admitted 
to an examination for letters testimonial ns 
apprentices, and shall be entitled to the 
privileges reserved for apprentices, if they 
shall have been duly registered as such on 
the College books. Every apprentice so 
registered shall be admitted to an examina- 
tion for letters testimonial, if he shall have 
laid before the Court of Censors the follow- 
ing documents.” Then, after requiring a 
certificate of a previous examination in- 
classics, his indentures, with the master's 
certificate, and his bank receipt for thirty 
guineas lodged to the College account, it 
continues : — “ 4th. Such certificates of at- 
tendance on the practice of a hospital or 
county infirmary, and on lectures on anatomy 
and physiology, surgery, praotice of medi- 
cine, chemistry, materia medica, midwifery, 
and medical jurisprudence, and of the per- 
formance of dissections, and attendance on 
anatomical demonstrations, as may satisfy 
the court that the candidate has had suffi- 
cient opportunity of acquiring information.” 
Such certificates as may satisfy the Court ! 
“ Aye, there's the villany,” as some one 
says in the play : there are no specific 
foims- — no specific number and class of cer- 
tificates for the exclusively privileged. 
How does this work I in various ways, but 
always to the advantage of the junta; at 
least if it is not so, they do not lack the 
power to make it so at pleasure. A young 
man, say, indentured to a member or licen- 
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tiate in the country , produces % certificate j 
for three or four years* attendance on^a 
county infirmary, besides those for lectures, 
dissections, &c. This infirmary attendance 
takes so much money from the Dublin Hos- 
pital (each of which has its representa- 
tive in either of the courts) , that such prac- 
tice must be discouraged ; he is told he 
wants one certificate in chemistry ( two of 
which, hy-the-hy, are required by the laws 
for non*apprentices) ; the candidate says he 
was an apprentice, and did not think he was 
bound by laws made for others, and from 
which he was exclusively exempted by the 
published regulations ; he is told the court 
does not care what he thinks — that he has 
bad his answer. “ But,’* rejoins the de- 
spairing candidate, “ I sent in my certifi- 
cates last October, it is now February, and 
the court hare but taken them into con- 
sideration, when it is too late to attend the 
second chemical course this year. I live a 
hundred miles from Dublin, and I think I will 
be fouad prepared in chemistry if now ex- 
amined.” “ The court have decided/* re- 
plies Peter C-oertney, the clerk of the Col- 
lege, shutting the door in his face, and de- 
nying further parley by the addition of some 
of that vulgar insolence which he never fails 
to exhihit to every one who has occasion to 
apeak to him, and thus the candidate has 
fourteen months longer to wait before he 
oan present himself again for examination ! 
Here ie one of the exclusive privileges which 
the members of the Irish College of Snr- j 
geons have permitted to be made law, for 
tbe exclusive advantage of that junta or 
their exclusive favourites. Do I state a 
thing which may occur? No, I would not 
ineult the public understanding so far. 1 
apeak ef a thing which has occurred. J speak 
of a power above the law, of which a junta 
of seven men have possessed themselves — 
mho, according to certain unmentionable 
peculiarities of the case, could do irrepara- 
ble injury to the character and prospects in 
life to a faultless individual, for a reason 
whieh they can waive in favour of, perhaps, 
a roach less estimable person ; they can do 
this, and “ say it is their humour /* where 
is the redress? . If they never used this 
judge-wade law, the suspicion is upon 
them, and will remain so as long as the 
power remains ; they are irresponsible for 
any injustice in such cases — they are not 
bound by oath in such cases— their discus- 
sions in such cases are strictly private, and ; 
tbe decision in such cases has often been 
partial and oppressive. 

I have but touched the first link of those 
by-laws, but intend, if you afford me space, 
to bring more of them before you hereafter. 

Yours, &c., , 

Nemo. 

Dublin, Feb., 1831. 


MEDICAL EDUCATION 
GOVERNMENT IN IRELAND. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — In a former letter I endeavoured to 
explain the operation and effect of the system 
of surgical education by apprenticeship in 
Ireland. I have now to contrast it with 
another plan, and, in doing so, to refute the 
charges of partiality and shuffling brought 
against the College, by the very person who 
has for years been endeavouring to goad its 
members into the adoption of measures of 
such a character. The charges to which I 
allude are contained in a letter published in 
The Lancet of the 20th of November, and 
dated, with befitting atate, from Palace 
Row, Rutland Square. It will scarcely be 
credited, that tbe article in which this letter 
appears, and which teems with such extra- 
vagant praises of the “ laudable exertions,” 
u liberality,” “ pungent reasonings/* “ dig- 
nity,” “ Berlin celebrity,” and so forth, of • 
the writer, was actually composed by the 
party himself, or immediately under his 
eye. I state this advisedly, inasmuch as a 
copy of this celebrated letter could not, have 
been obtained from any other source. I may 
also be allowed to quote the following pas- 
sage from the same article : 4 ‘ W by does Dr. J • 
wince at thought of the publicity of Mr. 
Carmichael’s letter? He can reply to con- 
fute its calumnies publicly* and I predict he 
will not ” Well, I have replied to confute 
those calumnies publicly, and how have I 
been met ? By hired abuse and abortive 
attempts to stifle me and tiie discussion to- 
gether, beneath a dunghill of scurrility. 

It has been already stated, that tbe Col- 
lege of Surgeons in Ireland was not author- 
ised by the first charter to examine any but 
those who had served an apprenticeship. In 
1828 a new charter was obtained, enabling 
them to grant their diploma to those also 
who should be educated according to a sys- 
tem to be laid down in future by by-laws. 
This wise and just measure was agreed to al- 
most unanimously by the senior members of 
the profession, who unquestionably risked, by 
doing so, the income derived from the for- 
mer system. There was, however, one, 
who, if not actually a dissentient, gave no 
cordial assistance towards the accomplish- 
ment of the object, but, afraid or ashamtd 
openly to oppose the measure, attempted to 
embarrass it by prophetic expressions of 
doubts of its results. . Yet did he, the fol- 
lowing year, with experienced confidence in 
the temporary value of a bold assertion ^ tell 
his introductory-lecture class, “ that he 
should not snv what great effects from trivial 
causes spring, but so it was, that after his 
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introductory lecture of the preceding year,”, 
—for there were annual prologues to these 
unacted dramas, — “ the College was sud- 
denly convened for the purpose of attaining 
this object/* Thus attributing to his efforts 
the accomplishment of a measure which he 
feared, ana which he attempted to baffle by 
sidewind manoeuvring. 

Whatever may have been the motives of 
the parties for or against the measure to 
which I have alluded, the old charter was 
withdrawn and the present one substituted, 
by which the College is authorised to grant 
its diploma, as well to students who serve 
an apprenticeship as to those who pursue 
another specified form of education. It was 
surely just and wise that the advantages 
which the experience of forty years proved 
to attend the education by apprenticeship, 
should hot be rashly sacrificed, because it 
was desirable that the College should be 
enabled to enter into a fair competition with 
the College^ of Edinburgh and London, or 
because they wished to remove the complaint 
that the students were compelled to seek 
professional honours in other Colleges, in 
consequence of not having served an appren- 
ticeship. All this, say the enemies of the 
Colleges, may appear very just and very 
wise, but it is a mere subterfuge ; and in 
that same resigning epistle the writer insi- 
nuates >vhat he has repeatedly, openly, as- 
serted, that the College did seek and obtain 
a power which they determined never to 
exercise, aud that they never intended that 
the non-apprenticed pupil should be enabled 
to obtain the diploma, in other words, that 
the College, in possession of full power to 
refuse the diploma to ony one but those who 
served an apprenticeship, and deriviug large, 
safe, and steady incomes from that system, at 
a great risk, and at an expense of 800/., sur- 
rendered this power and endangered this 
incorpe, for the purpose of making a hollow 
display of candour, or to avert the thunders 
of introductory lectures. The tendency of 
this charge is obvious; it is calculated on 
the one hand to perpetuate the system of 
apprenticeship exclusively, by deluding the 
pupils into a belief that they could not enter 
the profession by any other road, and, on 
the other hand, to drive the students to seek 
professional honours in another college, to 
d’bich the path is not, perhaps, so toilsome, 
long, and rugged. The manner in which 
this charge w r as adopted, urged, and reiter- 
ated in certain quarters, stiengthens this 
impression. Never was there raised so 
unanimous, cordial, and joyous an outcry as 
upon, the promulgation of these new regula- 
tions. Feelings, views, and speculations 
long pent up, got vent, and all burst forth in 
one wild halloo of vituperation of the Irish 
College, But those gentlemen who pretend 
to take sq much interest in our affairs! will 


do well to stipk to the shearing of their own 
lambs, which are more docile and have heavier 
fleeces ; in Ireland they will most assuredly 
meet with great cry and little wool. Let 
them not suppose that we are so dead to our 
own interests as to reject the advantage, 
distinction, and pride, of being the Collegeof 
Surgeons of Ireland, or so silly as to drive 
the pupils of this country to take shelter in 
other colleges, and thus convert friends and 
adbereuts into enemies and rivals. 

But let us appeal to facts and to those re- 
prehensible laws which have caused so much 
distress to virtuous legislators. The regis- 
tered apprentices of the College are required 
to produce, in addition to the indenture of 
apprenticeship, such evidence of sufficient 
hospital attendance as the examiners may 
consider necessary, as well as certificates 
for dissections, and attendance on lectures 
on anatomy, surgery, practice of medicine, 
chemistry, materia medica, medical juris- 
prudence, and midwifery. The precise 
limits of these exercises are not assigned, for 
a reason to be stated presently. The non- 
apprenticed pupil is required to produce 
certificates of an education of six years’ du- 
ration, of hospital attendance of five winter 
seasons, or three entire years, of three 
courses of dissections, three courses of lec- 
tures on auatomy, three on surgery, two on 
chemistry, one on the practice of medicine, 
oue on materia medica, one on medical juris- 
prudence, and ene on midwifery. The 
charge against the College is two- fold ; that, 
leaning to the apprentice, they have made his 
education less expensive and less laborious 
! than that of the non-registered pupil. The 
{falsehood of these charges I am now to 
prove. I will, for example, contrast the 
expense incurred by an apprentice of the 
seven- thousand- five-hund red- guinea pren- 
tice - abhorring - introductory* lecturer, with 
that iucurred by a non-apprenticed pupil. 
The former pays in fees to his master 1 ho 
guineas, to the College 40 ; he pays nothing 
for his hospital attendance, his master being 
a hospital surgeon. I am at a loss to assign 
the expense of his dissections and anatomi- 
cal and surgical lectures, he being quartered 
on a neighbouring private school at a mode- 
rate rate, in consequence of certain weighty 
considerations ; it may perhaps amount to 
about twenty guineas ; he pays about twelve 
guineas for his other lectures, all which 
being added together, amounts to a sum of 
2331. 1 2s, But an apprentice may be edu- 
cated for a smaller sum than this. If, foe 
instance, he be bound to a gentleman who 
engages to defray the expenses of his educa- 
tion in those branches in which he, the mas- 
ter, cannot afford him the requisite instruc- 
tion ; he pays 1>0 guineas fees, and 40 to 
the College, in all 199/. 10s. Two hundred 
pounds may therefore he considered the 
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lowest expense of an apprentice's educa- 
tion. The expenses of the non -registered 
pupil must vary, because the fees paid for 
instruction are greater in some establish- 
ments than in others. The following may 
be considered a high attrage. He puys 60 
guineas to the College, 50 for hospital at- 
• tendance, 18 for dissections, *24 for the dif. 
ferent courses of lectures required, twelve 
in all, at two guineas each, total 153/. 
So much, then, for that part of the 
charge ; so much for the imputation that the 
College has heaped unreasonable expenses 
on the non-apprenliced pupil, to deter him 
from adopting any other mode of education 
than that by apprenticeship. If these 
figures be correct (and correct I vouch them 
to be), the apprentice is the person who has 
the most reason to complain of the unequal' 
allotment of expense : his education costs 
him at least forty-eight pounds more than 
it costs the non -apprenticed pupil. 

The next charge is embodied in the re- 
signing epistle above alluded to in the fol- 
lowing words : — “ The College, instead of 
laying down one system of education for 
bvith classes of pupils, has enacted a distinct 
system for each, and this is done in such a 
manner as must convince any disinterested 
person who peruses the by-laws relating to 
this subject, that the object af the College 
is to discourage all pupils from entei'ing 
into the profession by any othci' route than 
that of an apprenticeship.** That charge is 
just as false as the last. The College de- 
fines the precise line of education to be 
adopted by the non-opprentited pupil, but 
leaves that of the apprentice, to a certain ex 
ten t, to the discretion of the Court of Examin - 
ers. N ow whal is the fact l The College, for a 
period of 45 years previous to 18?9, adopted 
the system of education by apprenticeship 
exclusively, the pursuits, habits, and op- 
portunities of the pupils, being notorious ; 
and at a more recent period, the extent and 
nature of these pursuits being more dis- 
tinctly proved by the voluntary production 
of certificates. The results of this very 
simple plan of education I stated in a formei 
letter. The pupil, unshackled and uncon- 
trolled bv laws or regulations defining the 
precise limits of bis studies, adopted, in 
obedience to custom and opinion, a course 
of education, in nine coses in ten more ex- 
pensive and valuable than auy laid down by 
any college in these kingdoms. An expe- 
riment, in fact, heretofore untried in modern 
times, has been made in Ireland, well 
worthy of the attention of medical legisla- 
tors. The examiners sit as a jury ; the 
pupil is called upon to afford evidence of 
capability, which he does as well by his 
answering, as by the proofs he affords of 
diligence and opportunity of acquiring in- 
formation. I am aware that, in other col- 


leges, the pupil produces more certificate* 
than those required by the regulations, but 
in no case has the jam tier been left so much 
to the discretion of the parties, end with 
such good effect, as in Ireland; - Nowhere 
was a system which, as tile politicians say, 
worked well, cepitally well, and wa* it to 
be given up in obedience to the wishes of 
any individual, especially of one who plainly 
showed that be did not at all comprehend 
the bearing of the question ? But there was 
another reason for BOt assigning precise 
limits to the education of the apprentice. 
The opportunities of instruction afforded by 
different masters ore various; owe -may be 
surgeon to a large hospital, another to a 
small one, or to a county infirraary^or dis* 
pensary, or he may be a teacher atfordiog 
peculiarly valuable opportunities in some 
particular branch. A Court' of Essftnhiers 
might, therefore, if bound by a precise #u!e, 
often find that rule inapplicable io a par- 
ticular case, and* be compelled toreftisO au 
examination to a pupil wbo bad enjoyed 
good, though not the required, means of ac- 
quiring information. 

The r»on-»pprenticed pujfil net-being so 
immediately under the control of tfcn Col- 
lege, or under the superintendence of any 
one responsible to the College fb'r the di- 
rection of his education, lias a defined sys- 
tem laid down for him, which ay Stein, it is 
insinuated, enjoins exercises much more la- 
borious and protracted than those expected 
or required from apprentices, for the pur- 
pose, as it is said, •* of discouraging them 
from entering the profession by any other 
route than that of an apprenticeship. I 
think I have heard that the old King of 
France, when he wished to conciliate the 
students of the school of medicine, ordered 
that they should be allowed cfedit for a 
year’s Btudy, and I suppose if they had been 
good boys would have ‘ ordered them di- 
plomas without further trouble; but I 
scarcely think that the Irish College is 
likely to act on the same prinoiple. If 
there be any leaning to the apprentice, it is 
assuredly to secure for him a high pro<- 
fessional character by the care bestowed on 
his education, and not to allow any other 
class of students to go abroad claiming su- 
periority on the best of all possible grounds, 
a better education. ’ 

It is proved by reference to existing 
documents, that the appren lice, although not 
compelled by precise regulations ter produce 
the same exact number of certificates As tbo 
iion-apprenticed pupil,' does actually, in the 
majority of cases, produce more ; and it ap- 
pears now settled, that the education as- 
signed for the non-apprenticed pupil, may 
be considered the minimum of that expected 
from the apprentice. I candidly admit that 
there are some causes which may, in a very 
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few instances, operate to lower the education 
of the apprentice, below the scale assigned 
for 4 lie uoh- apprenticed pupil* A hospital 
surgeon, for example, may enjoy no other 
means of instructing hie pupils than the 
wards of hit hospital, and may be so 
enamoured of that only source of instruct 
tiou, that he may liold it up as au equiva- 
lent to every other* For instance, he may 
suppose that when Ida apprentice strolls 
after him in his morning visit through the 
wards, he is not only learning practical sur- 
gery* hut chemistry, materia medica, prac- 
tice of medicine, midwifery, and medical 
jurisprudence, and that therefore it is alto- 
gather unnecessary to attend lectures on 
such a asbjeot. It is also barely possible 
that seme master may be found who baa 
en|*ged; to hear the expenses of his pupils’ 
education on account of (he fee paid, and 
may consider it waste of time aud mouey 
that hs should attend lectures on the above, 
subject* But these causes can be only 
temporary and partial in their operation, 
competition aud publicity will soon remove 
them. 

There is ooe other point which must not 
be forgotten. The apprentice serves five 
years, the non -apprenticed six. This it is 
seid is unjust and partial, adding to the 
facilities afforded the apprenticed, aodtothe 
difficulties presented to the non-appreuticed 
pupil. But the fact is. that not one in ten 
of the apprentices is examined at the ex- 
piration of the apprenticeship. Most of 
thsm postpone the examination for bi'x or 
twelve months, and many for even a longer 
period. Also, it will surely be admitted, 
that there is so much value in the opportu- 
nities, instruction, and responsibility in 
practice, afforded by the master to the ap- 
prenticed, as may be fairly set off as an 
equivalent to the difference in length of 
service imposed on the non-tpprenticed pu- 
pil. Upon the whole, it is quite certain 
that there is no such difference between 
the two systems as to deter the pupil from 
adopting one in preference to the other ; on 
the coatraiy, the advocates for the exclu- 
sive education by apprenticeship, entertain 
well ‘grounded apprehensions that the facili- 
ties afforded for the admission of those not 
apprenticed, will ultimately greatly di- 
minish the number of apprentices. 

I have now. Sir, endeavoured to show 
Mr. Richard Carmichael that 1 “ could re- 
ply to confute the calumnies” contained in 
his vapouriag letter. I accepted his chal- 
lenge, but he has ffed like a craven from the 
field, placing in bis saddls such an ugly, 
gaunt, hollow-eyed, leaden-headed spectre, 
that i mast fly in my turn. 1 will have 
nought to do with Longman’s newly im- 
ported Irish Gazetteer. There is one point 
upon which X moat contradict this Phantom 


of Medical Literature. He asserts, with true 
“ high-life-below-stairs” assumption of ac- 
quaintance with medical men and medicat 
affairs in Dublin, that the profession there 
is torn by paltry dissensions. Nothing hut 
bis total ignorance on the subject acquits 
l him of deliberate falsehood! I will venture 
to say, that there is not a great town in 
Europe in which there exists a better feel- 
ing between the members of the profession 
than in Dublin, or less of that shabby 
jealousy which embitters social intercourse 
elsewhere. The controversy upon which f 
have been engaged lias been reluctantly 
undertaken, and on public grounds alone’ 
and after long waiting for some one else to 
perform so disagreeable a duty. I never 
bad the slightest canse, on any other ac- 
count, for a personal unfriendly feeling 
against the gentleman with whom I have 
been at issue ; and have replied to his per- 
sonalities in kind , in order to deter him 
and others from attempting to patch up an 
ephemeral reputation at the expense of 
other men’s chaiacters. 

Ah. J. 

Dublin, Feb. 15, 1831, 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON. 

ACCOUNT OF SOMF. RECENT EVENTS IN THE 
MEDICAL SCHOOL. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Si r, — The firm and independent manner 
in which you have ever advocated the cause 
of justice, and the interest which yon have 
always evinced for the welfare and prospe- 
rity of the medical profession, will suffici- 
ently justify any intrusion of which I may 
be guilty, in requesting that you will give 
insertion in your valuable Journal to the 
following statements, the subject of which 
is intimately connected with the success- 
nay, even the reputatiou of a medical 
school, which, although yet in its infancy, 
has bid fair, from the extent and superiority 
of its advantages sad facilities for study, to 
rival the most renowned in this or any other 
metropolis — 1 mean that which has been 
founded in the London University. 

Some account of the proceedings, which 
have been passing within the walls of this 
institution for the last fortnight, may havs 
fallen within the notice of many of your 
readers. That reports of the most exagge-* 
rated nature, attaching tome degree of 
blame to the conduct of the medical stu- 
dents, have prevailed, there is no doubt, 
and it » only justice to them that a foil and- 
correct statement should be laid before the 
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public, that tbeir conduct may be exonerated 
from any imputation which prejudice or 
malevoleuce may have fixed upon it. 

You are already, Sir, aware of the pro- 
ceedings which were instituted during the 
last session by a part of the medical stu- 
dents against one of the lecturers upon 
anatomy, Mr. Pattison. Fully aware of the 
importance of attaining a correct anatomi- 
cal education, and equully aware of the in- 
efficient manner in which it was taught in 
that branch of the department which was 
under the direction of Mr. Pattison, they 
came forward in a spirited and manly man- 
ner, and sent in a memorial to the Council 
freely expressing their sentiments upon the 
subject, and calling upon them to institute 
such inquiries as might lead to a permanent 
redress of an evil, so evidently calculated to 
injure their prospects, and sully the rising 
fame of this institution. 

The Council, however, not being fully 
satisfied of the validity of the charges 
brought against Professor Pattison — or per- 
haps not choosing to enter into the subject 
in the manner it deserved, or give it that 
attention it so imperiously demanded — did* 
not take those decided steps by which the 
grievance could alone be redrpssed — they 
contented themselves by agreeing to the 
\ suggestion of Professor Pattison himself-— 
that Mr. Bennett should be associated with 
him in the chair of anatomy — and that those 
parts should be allotted to him, the in- 
efficient execution of which, on Professor 
Pattison ’s part, had given rise to the just 
remonstrances of his class. Thus, at the 
opening of the session, the following was 
the arrangement of the anatomical part : — 
the general anatomy of the tissues, and the 
descriptive anatomy of the viscera and or- 
gans of sense, by Professor Bennett ; the 
descriptive anatomy of the bones, muscles, 
blood -vesasls, and nerves, by Professor Pat- 
tison ; demonstrations by Mr. Bennett, as- 
sisted by Mr. Quain and Mr. Phillip. 

With this arrangement the students have, 
in a great measure, had reason to rejoice ; 
the taleoted and interesting lectures of Pro- 
fessor Bennett, of whose qualifications and 
exertions it would be impossible to speak 
too highly — the attention and assiduity of 
Mr. Quain and Mr. Phillip in the dissect- 
ing-room, and their systematic mode of per- 
forming their respective duties, cannot fail 
to impart to the students that information 
which it is so necessary for them to possess. 

But unfortunately the same encomium 
cannot be passed upon the remaining, but 
by no means least important, part of the 
division — that of descriptive anatomy under 
the .direction of Professor Pattison. What- 
ever may be the professional knowledge 
or the intrinsic talents of this gentleman, it 
is but too evident to every one who attends 


his class, that he fails in conveying his in-, 
formation in a manner sufficiently impres- 
sive, either to excite the interest, attract 
the attention, or improve the knowledge of 
his pupil* '• the consequence of this is easily 
imagiped ; both his surgical and anatomical 
lectures are deserted, and the students either 
study these important departments of tbeir 
profession iu the theatres of other schools, 
or they neglect to study them at all. 

This unfortunate but undeniable fact, 
which is so evidently calculated to strike at 
the very foundation of those grounds upon 
which this University mainly rests its claim 
of superiority, has long been perceived and 
deeply felt by those whom it more imme- 
diately concerns — the pupils themselves ; 
but being unwilling to remain* longer pas-, 
give under its unjust and impressive influ- 
ence, they came to the .determination to 
perform what they had long contemplated — 
viz. to send in another memorial to the 
Council, respectfully requesting - them to 
take the subject into tkmt most serious 
consideration. In order to carry this object 
into effect, several meetings have been held, 
both within and without the walls of the 
University. At these meetings no invec- 
tives were thrown out against Mr. Pattison— 
no personal feeling was expressed — no party 
spirit was evinced. Deeply impressed with 
the importance of the object in which .they 
were engaged, and actuated only and solely 
by a high sense of doty,, both as regarded 
themselves and the prosperity of the insti-* 
tution to which they belonged, they ulti- 
mately came to the resolution of presenting 
the following memorial to the Councils— 

(t To the Council of the London 
University. 

“ My Lords and Gentlemen,— In pre- 
suming to lay before you this memorial, we, 
the undersigned students of the London Uni- 
versity, are sensible of the many difficulties 
we have to encounter to dear oar proceed- 
ing from every suspicion that may arise as 
to tbs correctness of our judgment, the 
purity of our intentions, or the sincere de- 
sire we have to approach you with tbs most 
unbounded deference and respect. 

“ Your exalted rank, acknowledged wis- 
dom, and unremitting exertion in forwarding; 
the interests of an institution of which we 
individually feel proud in being enrolled ns 
students, embolden us in the course we me 
pursuing, and assure us that an investiga- 
tion of the truths we advance will sufficient- 
ly attest the honourable motives by which 
we are actuated. We have long struggled, 
my Lords aad Gentlemen, between a seine, 
of what we considered due to ourselves, to 
the interests of this institution, and to him 
whom these proceedings might affect ; and 
it is not but with feelings of the greatest 
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pain, that we come to the resolution of re- 
spectfully soliciting the attention of the 
Council to the difficulties and disadvantages 
uuder which we are placed. Influenced and 
encouraged by the prospects of a superior 
plan of education, we have been induced to 
enrol our names as students of this Univer- 
sity ; and ill deserved would be the honours 
already acquired by some of us, and aspired 
to by others, did we not possess a grateful 
and just sense of the very ample means of 
instruction afforded us in every department 
but those of descriptive anatomy and sur- 
gery. 

“ The kindly bearing of Professor Patti- 
son who fills these respective chairs, his 
urbanity of manner and disposition, we one 
and all acknowledge and subscribe to. Truth 
and necessity, however, compel us equally 
to declare that, from a want of systematic 
arrangement of his lectures, from the super- 
ficial manner in which he treats of the rela- 
tive connexions of parts, from the frequent 
commission of palpable errors, which are 
left unnoticed and uncorrected, from the ab- 
sence of every- tiling that can give interest 
to instruction, and from an inaptitude in 
conveying information, we are unable to de- 
rive correct anatomical knowledge, and are 
driven to seek improvement in our chambers 
rather than submit to what must otherwise 
be a sacrifice of time. In proof of these 
statements we need only mention the fact, 
that not one half of the class usually attend ; 
nor can we help expressing our sorrow in 
finding that there are almost daily seceders 
fVom our ranks to other schools, where lec- 
turers possessed of greater endowments, 
but by no means better intentions, give 
more efficient anatomical and surgical in- 
struction. 

“ These, my Lords and Gentlemen, are 
the grounds of our intrusion, — these the 
reosons that influence our conduct ; we de- 
sire not to prejudice or injure the interests 
of any individual, but we cannot endure that 
the welfare and reputation of an institution 
so enlightened, so noble, so emulous of fame, 
should be endangered, without a zealous, hut 
we trust consistent expression on our part of 
the cause most likely to lead to it, and should 
this our prayer for inquiry into the facts we 
have stated, be deemed by the wisdom of 
the Council deserving that consideration 
we humbly conceive requisite, we feel our- 
selves prepared to give the necessary infor- 
mation in any manner best suited to main- 
tain the dignity of the Council, and the re- 
spect and duty we owe to them as students. 
Finally, we shall ever pray for the perma- 
nent prosperity of this University, and sub- 
scribe ourselves, 

“ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“ Your obedient servants.” 


To this memorial, within two days after it 
was drawn up, sixty names were affixed* 
and in order to save time it was immediately 
sent into the Council. But whilst the stu- 
dents were engaged in the performance of 
this duty, Professor Pattison suddenly 
changed that tone of conduct which he had 
usually borne to bis class ; he began to 
evince feelings of irritation, and to adopt 
measures which were neither called for by 
the occasion, nor authorised by his situation 
as professor. He twice addressed bis class, 
informing them that he “ should not suffer 
any meetings to take place to canvass At# 
abilities , or to blast that reputation which 
had taken him twenty years to attain.** 
And, moreover, intimated that be should 
discover the names of those gentlemen who 
instituted these proceedings, and procure 
their expulsion from (he University ! In 
addition to this, he informed his class that 
he “ should call over the names of his pupils 
every morning, and that he should not grant 
certificates of attendance to those who were 
not regularly at his lectures, or who did not 
submit to his weekly examinations .** Now, 
Sir, what are we to infer from this conduct 
of Professor Pattison? Does it not indicate 
a fear on his part of an inquiry into the 
charges alleged against him, and that the 
present line of acting was instituted to in- 
timidate his class, and prevent them from 
signing the memorial ? That this is the 
case, is proved by the fact, that he actually 
did refuse to sign the certificates of a gen- 
tleman who had attended him for two years, 
and, as can be proved by his fellow-pupils, 
as diligently as the majority of the class. It 
may be asked, and naturally enough, why 
tills unjust, this illiberal, I may say ungen^ 
tlemanly conduct was resorted to. This ia 
easily explained, Sir, when it is known that 
this gentleman, the evening previous to the 
day when he applied for his certificate, bad 
presided at a meeting of the students which 
was held for the purpose of drawing up the* 
above memorial. This, Sir, was evidently 
the cause of Professor Pattison refusing to 
sign his certificate ; he was the first to 
whom a refusal had ever been made, and 
surely it must be considered by every im- 
partial observer as unworthy the dignity of 
a professor, or the character of a ‘gentleman. 

These proceedings could not fail to excite 
the indignation of the class against the pro- 
fessor, and there was certainly now evinced.' 
more of party feeling than had, before exist- 
ed ; but as Professor Pattison bad com- 
menced personal hostilities, so be seemed 
determined to continue them, and endeavour, 
to intimidate the fearful, or prevent tiro 
.vaccillating, from the performance of tbeir 
duty ; this is shown by the events wliicla 
I am about to relate, and which certainly 
do not reflect much credit upon the pro- 
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fessor, white rer they may do upon the 
pupils. 

At the first lecture after Professor Patti- 
son had given notice that he should call over 
the names of his class, there was a more 
numerous assemblage of pupils than usual, 
some drawn hy curiosity, and others by the 
rule which he had given notice that he 
should enforce. Upon coming into the 
theatre he immediately requested that those 
upils who were seated on the top row of 
enches, should come down into the body of 
the theatre ; this being done in a rather 
peremptory manuer, there were some who 
did not choose to obey it, and three gentle- 
men remained; he then spoke to them in a 
still more commanding tone, hut they still 
remained where they were seated ; he then 
insisted upon them coming down, but with 
as little success as before. Upon this he, 
with considerable warmth, observed that 
either the pupils or himself should l>e master 
in that theatre, and that he should not again 
lecture until the questiou was decided by 
the Council, and so saying he withdrew. 

This was the first open expression of 
feeling on both sides ; but whatever may 
have been felt by the professor, it is ceitain 
that the pupils felt still more indignant at 
his conduct. By order ing them to sit in 
what part of the theatre be thought fit, he 
had committed a gross and unwarrantable 
outrage upon their liberty as men, and their 
feelings as gentlemen ; he had broken 
through that bond of courtesy which ought 
to exist between the lecturer and his pupil, 
and he had evidently assumed a privilege in 
doing so to which be had no just claim. 

In’ the evening of this day, he placed a 
notice in the cloisters to the following effect: 
(t That as he did not wish that any of his 
pupils should be depiived of the benefit of a 
Single lecture, owing to the insubordination 
of a Tew individuals ; he should again meet 
his class at eleven o’clock the following 
morning.” The pupils feeling that the ar- 
bitrary conduct of Professor Pattison had 
directly insulted their fellow Students, were 
determined to prove their right and inde- 
pendence to act in what manner they thought 
fit in the choice of their seats, nnd accord- 
ingly between forty and fifty of them took 
possession of the top seats at the usual hour 
appointed in the above notice. Mr. Patti- 
son again immediately ordered them to come 
down into the interior of the theatre : this 
they unanimously refused to do, aud the 
consequence was, that the beadle was or- 
dered to come down and give him the name 
of each gentleman. This was done amid the 
^strong marks of disapprobation of this class. 
The list of names was that day sent into 
the Council, and the result was the follow- 
ing resolution : — u That owing to the re - 
presentations of Professor Pattisou, of the 


I gross insubordination of a certain portion of 
his class, it was resolved that those gentle- 
men, whose names had been sent in, should 
be suspended from Professor Patiison’s lec- 
tures on anatomy aud surgery, uutil further 
notice ! ” This resolution was next morn- 
ing put into force by the beadle's verbal in- 
formation, referring those gentlemen who 
were suspended to the warden for an ex- 
planation. All the beadles in the Univer- 
sity were collected at the door of the lecture 
room to enforce this, should it be requisite, 
and to project Mr. Pattison from the intru- 
sion of his insubordinate pupils ! And some 
geutleinen having again the. spirit to take 
the top seats, and refusing to leave them, 
he actually ordered the beadles (who are 
special constables) to do tbeir duty ! But 
why, it may be asked, did the students 
submit to this insult 1 Why did they sub- 
mit to the injustice of being excluded from 
their lectures'! It was. Sir, because they 
did not choose to follow the example of tbeir 
professor ; they did not choose to disgrace 
a cause in which they knqw they. were sup- 
ported by truth aud justice — by pursuing 
any violent measures; they immediately 
sent in another memorial to the Council, 
which was convened for Saturday last, 
expressing to them their feelings upon 
the subject, and calling for an inquiry 
into their conduct, and into the causes 
for which they were excluded from tbeir 
lectures. This appeal received the at- 
tention of the Council, and many of the 
pupils who voluntarily attended for the pur- 
pose, were called into the council room, and 
allowed to state their version of the pro- 
ceedings which had occurred ; the result of 
this was a resolution of Council to the fol- 
lowing effect: — “ That the students be 
immediately re-admitted to the classes of 
descriptive anatomy and surgery.” 

Such is a faithful account of the scenes 
whicli have lately taken place within our 
walls. Upon them I think it useless to make 
much further commeut ; they speak for 
themselves ; and I am sure every impartial 
observer will allow, that the students have 
acted with the utmost forbearance. They 
have endeavoured as much as possible to 
divest their actions of all party feeling ; 
they have not allowed even the example of 
their professor to mftke them swerve from 
the line of conduct which, upon principle, 
they are pursuing; aud, firm’y convinced 
of the correctness of their judgment, they 
are resolved that nothing shall deter them 
from proving their right to complain of the 
incompetency of a professor — from proving* 
their right, if requisite, to demand that in- 
struction which Was promised them. The 
success, the reputadOn of the University, in" 
a great measure, depend upon the decision 
of the Council upon this subject. It can be 
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proved, tbit upwards of thirty students have j pointed out to me a tumour occupying a 
left the school to attend other anatomical situation between the fangs of the last molar 
and surgical lectures ; and does not this, tooth and the base of the lower jaw ; it was 
Sir. speak more than volumes that I could about the size of a split hazel nut, and gave 


say upon the subjeot 1 There is not a pupil 
in the University who does not feel proud 
in mentioning as his preceptors, the name of 
a Bennett or a Grant, a Thomson or a Tur- j 
ner, a Davis or a Conolly ; and surely. Sir, 
there are other lecturers, men of eminence 
and talent, by whose appointment to the 
oiisirs of anatomy and surgery the splendid 
hopes of the London University might be 
realized. It might then fear no competition ; 
no rivalling would then dim ita lustre, or 
detract from ita merit, for it would be 
founded upon the talent and the industry of 
those wliw have devoted their lives to the 
cause of science, and to the benefit of man- 
kind, I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 

A Seniob Student of thb London 
University* 

Loads* University, Feb. 22, 1831. 


two cases of 
OSTEO-S ARCOMA. 

By James Douglass, Esq., Surgeon • 

To the Editor qf The Lancet. Sir,— Should 
you deem tbe following cases of osteo -sarcoma of 
sufficient importance, 1 shall be obliged by your 
giving them a place in The Lancet. I consider 
the first case interesting in a practical point of view, 
by showing to what an extent the disease may pro- 
ceed and affieet the adjacent soft parts, without 
rendering the operation inadmissible, and by show- 
ing how little danger is to be apprehended from 
haemorrhage, even when uo precautionary means 
arte used topreveat it. 1 remain, Sir, yonr obedient 
servant, 

James Douglass. 

Quebec, Nov. 27, 1830. 

Case 1 . — Archibald Mack in non, a stout, 
healthy -looking man, of light complexion, 
and 46 years of age, applied to me in Decem- 
ber, 1826, on account of a cancerous ulcera- 
tion of the right half of the lower lip, which 
he said had existed eighteen months, and 
for which different remedies had been used 
externally and internally, without in the 
least checking its progress. 1 recommended 
the removal of the diseased part, which was 
done the following day. A triangular por- 
tion embracing half of the lip was removed, 
the edges were brought together by two 
stitches, and the wound healed by the' first 
intention. 

During tbe following year, 1827, 1 saw 
him repeatedly, lie enjoyed good health, 
attended diligently to his business (that of 
Stevedore), and there appeared no tendency 
to return of disease. In February, 1828, he 
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no pain on pleasure ; he referred it to a 
received on the part with a crow-bar two 
years before. Considering it to be a case of 
osteo -sarcoma, I recommended the removal 
of the tumour together with the portion of 
bone to which it was attached, but to this 
measure he would not consent. Iu May the 
tumour had extended in every direction, and 
had greatly interfered with the opening of the 
jaw ; the submaxillary and sublingual glands 
were enlarged and indurated, but moveable, 
and an opening had formed at the fangs of 
the second molar tooth, from which he daily 
squeezed out a quantity of very offensive 
cheesy matter, occasionally intermixed with 
minute spicuhe of bony matter. In August 
the jaws were firmly closed, the glands on. 
the right side were greatly enlarged, and 
firmly attached to tbe bone. The integu- 
ments covering the tumour were very thin, 
and in one place ulceration had taken place, 
and from the opening the cheesy matter was 
subsequently discharged ; liis general health 
had begun to suffer, he had become emaciat-. 
ed, ana passed sleepless nights. Iu Decem- 
ber Dr. Caldwell saw him, in consultation, 
and as the only chance of prolonging his 
existence, urged him to submit to the ope- 
ration, to which, after some delay, he con- 
sented, and then suddenly became extreme- 
ly anxious to have it performed. The tu« 
mour at this time extended from the right 
incisor to the angle of the jaw, the external 
ear was pushed backwards, downwards the 
tumour reached to within two inches of the 
clavicle, and by removing two molar teeth 
which lay loosely embedded in the diseased 
mass, the finger was introduced into tbe 
mouth and the tumour found nearly filling it, 
pushing the tongue upwards and to one side.. 
The submaxillary and sublingual glands did 
not seem consolidated, though both were) 
firmly attached to the hone, and the latter 
involved the base of the tongue. 

On the 20th of January, 1829, 1 proceed- 
ed to the operation, assisted by Drs. Cald- 
well and Puinchaud, and in presence of 
Messrs. Pearson and Nowland, students. 
The patient being seated with his head re- 
clining a little backwards, and supported by 
Dr. Caldwell, an incision was made from the 
left commissure of the lip* to the base of the 
jaw, this incision was coutinued alotig tbe 
base to the angle, another incision was then 
made commencing above the zygoma and 
continued downwards, crossing the last at 
right angles, and extending two inches fur- 
ther down the neck. The flap thus formed, 
consisting of the whole of the cheek and 
lower lip, was dissected from the surface of 
the tumour and thrown upwards; during this 
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stage of the operation the coronary and facial 
arteries were m succession divided, and the 
bleeding promptly arrested by Dr.Painchaud, 
whose ready and effective assistance mainly 
contributed to the success of this part of the 
operation, for, independently of the vessels 
under his fingers, the whole exposed surface 
of the tumour bled profusely. The flap 
being held up, the left incisor was extracted, 
and the bone very readily sawn across by 
means of the common saw. The origin of the 
masseter was then divided, and the temporal 
muscle freed from its attachment to the 
coronoid process, the difficulty of accom- 
plishing this was much diminished by the 
previous division of the bone. The lining 
membrane of the mouth being separated 
from the bone, as well as the morbid attach- 
ment of the glands, the symphysis was pull- 
ed outwards, the pteregoid muscles divided, 
and the bone dislocated and removed, hav- 
iug the greater part of the parotid adherent 
to it. On dislocating the Done the patient 
tainted, and, being reclined, was in moment- 
ary danger of suffocation by the insinuation of 
blood into the larynx. On his recovery the 
remainder of the parotid was dissected but ; 
the submaxillary was then removed, but 
being much enlarged and extensively at- 
tached it was found necessary to tie the ex- 
ternal carotid ; the sublingual was then re- 
moved, by cutting it and the muscles sur- 
rounding it, from the base of the tongue, and 
by dissecting out a prolongation which was 
firmly united to the right side of the thyroid 
cartilage. The ulcerated portion of cheek 
was filially removed. 

Before dressing, the wound presented an 
appalling appearance ; the upper jaw, tongue, 
larynx, and pharynx, were exposed; the 
pteregoid processes, the mastoid and styloid 
processes, were cleanly dissected. The 
Wound was dressed by retaining the edges 
together with sutures and slips of adhesive 
plaster, after which he walked firmly, and 
without assistance, to bed. 

21. Had passed a tranquil night with 
some hours sleep ; pulse 108 ; slight thirst ; 
the lower lip was livid, and its circulation 
seemed very languid. 

24. On removing dressings, found the 
corner of the lower lip had sloughed, the 
rest of the wound, with the exception of 
the part whence the ulceration of the cheek 
had been removed, healed by the first in- 
tention. 

27. Performed the operation for hare-lip 
to remedy the loss of substance by slough- 
ing, which succeeded. From this period he 
continued daily to improve ; on the 15th day 
from the operation lie walked out, and on 
the 27th day he returned home, a distance 
of two miles from the city, much fatter, 
bealtliier, and more comfortable than when 
lie entered it to undergo the operation. 


During the summer, until the beginning 
of October, he worked bard at bis business 
and without any appearance of return of dis- 
ease, although he had difficulty in speaking 
loud in consequence of the existence of a 
sinus when the ulcerated portion of integu- 
ment had been taken away. In October, a 
gland situated over the right clavicle in- 
flamed and suppurated, and soon after the left 
subm axillary gland inflamed and suppurated 
freely. In February, 1830, matter had 
formed behind the mastoid process on the 
right side, and a sinus extended upwards 
under the zygoma, from which a copious 
purulent discharge issued. In March he 
was confined to the house with difficulty 
of breathing and cough, and considerable 
weakness. In May, about twenty ounces of 
arterial blood were suddenly lost from the 
sinus under the zygoma ; from this time he 
failed rapidly, his cough and the accumula- 
tion of matter in his mouth kept him constant- 
ly awake. He lingered on until the begin- 
ning of July, and died suddenly, apparently' 
from suffocation occasioned by the entrance 
of matter into the windpipe* Hie death 
was not known until, owing to the extreme 
heat of the weather, putrefaction had far 
advanced, and become such as to render a 
post-mortem examination of his body im- 
practicable. 

Case 2. — John Glover, a robust, healthy- 
looking farmer, 28 years of age, consulted 
me respecting a tumour on the right side of 
the lower jaw, whioh he said had existed 
nine months, and was latterly increasing 
very fast. On examination I found a tumour 
as large as a walnut, very firm and resisting, 
involving the fangs of the three molar teeth, 
and covered by the anterior portion of the 
masseter muscle, the jaws were closed so as 
with difficulty to admit of the insinuation of 
the bowl of a tea-spoou between them.; 
there was some though not great pain on 
pressure ; I removed one of the molar teeth 
which was carious, its extraction was fol- 
lowed by considerable haemorrhage, but no- 
thing satisfactory could be learned respect- 
ing the state of the jaw. Having called Dr. 
Caldwell, assistant-surgeon of the 15th 
Regiment, in consultation, it was resolved 
to try the effects of iodine externally and in- 
ternally ; the patient was accordingly sup- 
plied with a quantity sufficient to last a 
month, and went to his home, a distance of 
sixty-five miles, with the intention of re- 
turning again after the lapse of that period 
of time. On his return, on the 17th of Sep- 
tember last, the tumour was found to have 
increased in size, and the jaws to be more 
firmly closed ; when, he being very anxious, 
it was determined to remove the tumour 
and correspoding portion of jaw-bone on the 
following day, with the assistance of Dr, 
Caldwell ana Mr, Darnford^The ^patient 
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being seated, and his head reclined back- 
wards. an incision was made extending from 
the chin to the angle of the jaw. and a second 
from the anterior part of the zygoma to the 
angle, this triangular flap was then dissect* 
ed upwards from the surface of the tumour, 
which was found to consist of a dense serai- 
cartilaginous stiucture with bony deposi- 
tion ; the lower edge of the jaw-bone being 
found to all appearance perfectly healthy, it 
was proposed by Dr. Caldwell to endeavour 
to save sufficient to serve the purpose of 
a natural splint by which the divided ends 
of the bone would not only be kept from ap- 
proaching each other, but the cheek also 
from falling in. Acting on this sugges- 
tion. the connexion of tbemasseter with the 
jaw being removed, the latter was sawn 
nearly through, and so far back as to include 
a portion of the lower part of the ascending 
plate. In making this section considerable 
difficulty was experienced; the bone was 
again sawn almost through behind the small 
molar tooth, and by means of a fine Hey’s 
saw ; the two sections were united by an 
horizontal one. and the tumour and portion 
of jaw-bone to which it was attached, re- 
moved together. The portion of bone left 
by this mode of operating, was the inferior 
edge of the jaw, and was about the one- 
eighth of an inch in depth. Great care was 
used in making the horizontal section, being 
apprehensive of fracturing the portion it was 
intended to saw. The wound externally 
healed by the first intention ; extremely 
little deformity was produced, and Mr. 
Glover returned borne on the ninth day from 
the operation. 

He has not visited Quebec since. I beard 
from him four days ago ; he was quite well, 
and tbe trifling paralysis of the right aide of 
the mouth, occasioned by the division of the 
portio dura in making the second incision, 
was diminishing. 


ON 

WELL-TIMED BLEEDING. 
jBjf Thomas Jeffreys, M.D., Liverpool . 

Perhaps there ie no point in the whole 
range of medical practice, which is some- 
times loaded with greater doubt and diffi- 
cnlty than the abatraotion of blood about 
the crisis of inflammatory diseases of vital 
organs; and in no instance does tbe phy- 
sician evince greater proofs of critical 
acumen, and accurate observation, not 
only as regards tbe propriety of the step, 
but also as to the extent to which it should 
be carried, than when he has recourse to 
such a remedy, and its effects prove favour- 
able. In no disease is it more promptly and 


vigorously called for than in pulmonic in- 
flammation, which is so apt in large towns 
to be changed in its character by typhoid 
debility. Tbe treatment of this disease may 
almost still be considered as the “ oppro- 
brium medicine/* Notwithstanding this, I 
almost shudder when I daily see and hear 
I some of our junior brethren confidently ex- 
| press opinions on the nicest practical points 
with an affectation of unerring certainty, 
while men who are deservedly at the very 
summit of their profession dare only hazara 
a cautious conjecture. 

With these brief prefatory remarks, I 
will endeavour to illustrate what I havo 
hinted at, by giving an outline of a few 
cases, which have mainly called forth what 

1 wish to convey. I say an outline, for I 
could f>e much more minute in my detail of 
them, from the materials in my possession, 
were it not that prolixity might prove irk- 
some to the readers of your Journal. 

It is now full thirty years since (when a 
medical practitioner in the environs of Lon- 
don) I bad an opportunity of attending a 
patient with (the now venerable) Dr. Bab- 
ington, in a case which made such an im- 
pression upon my mind, that I have often 
referred to the fact to prove, by what a 
slender thread medical skill and medical 
reputation may sometimes be suspended. 
The case I give from memonr. Mrs. W., 
an old lady about 73 years ‘of aee, of very 
spare habit, had a severe attack of pneu- 
monia, which required all the skill and prac- 
tical tact which Dr.Babington was. then 
well known by me to possess. When the 
crisis of the disease was close at hand, it 
became a matter of fearful doubt whether, 
the active treatment which had been em- 
ployed would terminate the inflammation 
favourably, or whether effusion into the 
cavity of the chest, or typhoid debility, 
would supervene and obliterate all hopes of 
recovery. A few hours before Dr. Babing- 
ton’s evening visit, such urgent symptoms 
came on as induced me to apply leeches on 
tbe seat of disease. During the application 
of these be came in, and was so struck with 
the change for the worse, that he proposed 
the immediate removal of the leeches, under 
the impression that the patient was “ in 
articulo mortis ; ” they were accordingly in- 
stantly taken off, and a plaoebo was pre- 
scribed. On the following morning, instead 
of finding our patient dead, as we fully ex- 
pected, there was such & change for the bet- 
ter as permitted us to cherish every pros- 
pect of recovery. Nor could we solve this 
singular enigma until we were told that 
both the body and bed-linen were deluged 
with blood, which, upon more close exami- 
nation, we found had proceeded from a 
single leech-bite. This had continued *9 

002 during the whole night, unfelt by the 
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patient and unobserved by the attendants. 
The gradual and continued evacuation of 
blood was evidently the sole means of sub- 
duing the inflammatory action, without oc- 
casioning such debility as half a dozen leeches 
at once applied might have effected , and 
afforded us the gratification of witnessing a 
recovery when we were tremblingly appre- 
hensive that an unfavourable construction 
would have been put upon our practice, 
bad she died soon after the leeches were 
applied. 

The next cose I have to record is one 
which I attended with the late Dr. Vande- 
burgh of this town, expressly for the pur- 
|>ose of determining how for further bleed- 
ing was to be had recourse to. The patient 
was a gentleman, aged o4, of regular habits, 
subject to a chronic cough, who had been { 
ill seven days. The complaint commenced 
with a nephritic attack, for which bleeding, 
purging, and demulcents, were used with 
good effect ; but as the nephritic complaint 
Subsided, the pectoral affection commenced, 
as if by metastasis, and increased to a high 
degree of pulmonic inflammation. A second 
Copious bleeding was again prescribed, but 
with only temporary relief; and although 
the pulse was at 120, it was more feeble 
than full, which, together with the state of 
the tongue, cough, and dyspnoea, threw a 
fearful doubt upon further venesection. I, 
however, urged its use, and with similar 
good effect, for from that moment all unfa- 
vourable symptoms declined. We continued 
Our attendance for a fortnight, during which 
time we found it necessary to modify our 
Antiphlogistic treatment. This proved suc- 
cessful, and although five years have now 
elapsed I have never heard that this gentle- 
man has had any return of this complaitit. 

In the year 1824, 1 was sent for to Bangor 
in North Wales to a similar case which had 
been skilfully treated by Dr. Mason of Car- 
narvon, and Mr. Roberts of Bangor. The 
patient was a young geutleman, ©cat. 10, 
who had been ill of pneumonia for eleven 
days ; he had been oace bled freely, and 
bad had four dozen of leeches applied ; the 
name difficulty, as to the propriety of using 
the lancet, was here also felt, more es- 
pecially on the part of Dr. Mason. The 
case appeared to call for judioious caution. 
I had, however, no hesitation in urging Mr. 
Roberts to venesection, which was repeated 
with good effect after a lapse of three days. 
This patient, however, hud a tedious re- 
covery ; it was some months in effecting ; 
and although I continued attendance upon 
him at Wrexham with Mr. Griffith, an in- 
telligent surgeon of that town, it would be 
trespassing oa your readers to give further 
tetaiL 

I come now to relate another instance 
*fcich occurred to me so lata at the last 


month) where 1 attended with Mr. Houghton, 
of this town ; and the patient being our 
muual friend, we took a mere than ordinary 
interest in ihe case. Mr. T. met with a 
fall upon the steps of his door during the 
first week of January 1831, which shook 1 
him much, and for which leeches were ap-[ 
plied to his side. Some Cdoling physic also 
was given, which entirely removed all in- 
convenience. But he imprudently exposed 
himself to inclemeut weather without k great- 
coat, and was, on the same evening, attack- 
ed with pulmonitis, for which he was bled 
to twenty ounces, waa purged, blistered, 
and had febrifuge medicines given him by 
Mr. Houghton. It was not till the sixth 
day of ''the disease that I stfw him, When I 
found his mind very irritable. Pulbe only 
60, and intermitting ; his tongue thickly 
coated ; much dyspnoea, but little or no 
pain of the chest. In addition to antimony, : 
digitalis, and salines, he had twelve leeches 
applied to the chest, and the next day wd 
found him relieved.' with less brOncho-' 
phonism, but his pulSe was so fallacious; 
both as to strength and frequency, that no 
opinion could be formed from it; add had 
it not been for the use of the stethoscope ; 
we should not hare been able to judge of 
| the action of the heart at all. This instru- 
ment, however, never failed to convey a 
sensation of a high degree of acfioh of the 
liearE and arteries, which the feebleness of 
the pulse at the wrist never allowed us td 
suspect in the most distant manner. But t 
did not feel satisfied, and morb than once 
proposed venesection to Mr. Houghton; 
who, however, knowing the irritability of 
our patient's miud, and having a well- 
grounded dread of typhoid debility in Such 
cases, induced me to yield to his fears, and 
the maturity of his judgment and experi- 
ence. The good effect of our antiphlogis- 
tic plan and decision was further confirmed 
by n gradual abatement of those symptoms 
which indicate danger, the state of the 
tongue, the skin, respiration, and bloody 
expectoration, — except the peculiarity of 
the pulse beiug both feeble aud intermit- 
ting, while the action of the heart was 
vigorous. Being thus carried on to the 
sixteenth day of disease, he felt himself 
so well as to think of sitting up ; the seve- 
rity of the weather, however, induced him 
to take bis dinner in bed, which he did with 
a greater relish than he had experienced for 
weeks — but almost immediately afterward* 
he suddenly expired. 

Permission being given to inspect the 
chest, we found the heart quite healthy, hut 
the lungs a mass of disease, congested with 
blood, and of a dark bepatised colour, with 
an effusion of bloody senum into tbs cavity 
of the thorax to the extent of at least a full 
pint, which at once aooounted for his and* 
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den death. I must own that I regretted in 
this instance I had not more warmly urged 
the uae of the lancet, although there may 
be well-grounded doubts whether it would 
bare saved our irritable patient. The fol- 
lowing caae, however, has somewhat re- 
lieved my regret, if not my doubts. 

On the sixth of this month 1 was re- 
quested to visits Mr. P., ®tat. 55, attended 
by Mr. Shaw, a surgeon of this town. He 
also had been ill for seven days, and his 
complaint had arisen, as in the case of Mr. 
T., at a time that he was convalescent frbm 
a slight bronchial inflammation, to which he 
was much subject. I foand him labouring 
under sharp pyrexia, with a full pulse, 80 ; 
tongue greatly coated, and inability to lie 
horispn tally. In this instance I urged vene- 
section t perhaps with greater determination 
on account of what I had witnessed in Mr. 
T/s case, and my wish was instantly com- 
plied with by Mr. Shaw. Only twelve or 
fourteen ounce# were however directed, 
filling three tea-cups, in each of which 
very #tjrong inflammatory action was con- 
spicuously indicated, being both cupped 
and buffed, as is usual in every species and I 
variety of pulmonic inflammation. He felt I 
immediate relief. He was ordered anti 
mony, with digitalis, and a saline mixture, 
which he took steadily ; but in the morning 
we found him labouring under such a ty- 
phoid debility, as left no doubt of the 
speedy termination of life, and allowed jno 
tune for further remedies. He died about 
four o’clock p.m. 

Inspection of the chest was here also 
permitted. We found the heart sound but 
small. Marks of inflammation were evident 
in the upper part of the right lung, but the 
whole of the left was pregnant with it; 
there was no effusion, but there were such 
strong adhesions of the plura pulmonalis 
to the plura costalis, that the hand could 
scarcely be introduced between them, and 
it required great force to separate them ; 
this was, evidently, the effect of former dis- 
ease. The branches of the bronchial tubes 
were cartilaginous, almost to ossifi cation. In 
pursuing my inquiries as to the habits of this 
patient, although he was not accustomed to 
intemperance in drinking, I had some rea> 
sen to think his situation in life exposed 
him occasionally to the temptations of liquor, 
and although these may have been slight 
and not frequent, I am inclined to believe 
that his debilitated constitution was unequal 
to the effect, and that this may have Veen 
one cause why bleeding in this instancy bftd 
not its usual good effects. 

Bold Street, Liverpool, 

Feb. 14th, 1831. 
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MR. QU AIN’S RBPLY TO A CHARGE OP 
PLAGIARISM. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— I have just read a letter in The 
Lancet of this week, arraigning me on a 
charge of plagiarism. There is iu this pro- 
duction so much personality, and the stylo 
of it is so totally unlike that of a dispassionate 
person, that. I shall take leave to consider it 
as divisible into two parts, viz., the matter 
and the manner. With the latter I shall 
have nothing to do ; any notice of it by mo 
would necessarily lead me into a mode of 
expression too nearly a-kin to that which 
your correspondent employs. I feel very 
little disposed at any time to follow such an 
example. I shall confine my reply to the 
matter of the letter, and the allegations it 
puts forward ; merely premising that those 
persons are generally foremost to cast impu- 
tations of fraud and falsehood” on others, 
who feel conscious that they are capable of 
dealing in both themselves. 

The object of the paper alluded to (if that 
can be called a paper which was merely a 
statement made orally, and not read), was 
not to communicate original information. 
Debating societies, which do not publish, 
transactions, are not the places generally 
selected for making originaLcommunicatious; 
— its object was merely to excite discussion, 
and lead to an interchange of opinion amongst 
the members. The subject in the first in- 
stance proposed to be discussed, was, “ the 
circulation in the brain — its peculiarities,* 
and this was the question announced from 
the chair. Finding, however, as I entered 
upon it that anatomical details did not attract 
I attention, and therefore did not seem likely 
I to lead to a discussion, I passed on to the 
second question,—' “ Can inflammation exist 
separately in the brain and its investments, 
both being supplied* by the same vessels, 
and can such inflammations be distinguished 
during life V* This question I did not in- 
tend to dwell on, — I introduced it merely 
in order to lead to another on which I was 
anxious to canvass the opinions of the mem- 
bers. Assuming the second question to be 
answered in the affirmative, and supposing 
that inflammation can exist in detached 
parts of the brain, and that these parts hap- 
pen to coincide iu situation and extent 
with the organs indicated by the phrenolo- 
gists, “ do the symptoms and progress of 
such inflammations determine any- thing for 
or against the doctrines of the phrenolo- 
gists 1 ” 

You are well aware that in such matters 
the discussion frequently turns on some in- 
dividual point, to the exclusion of the rest. 
Though the first and third were the ques- 
tions to which I felt anxious to call atfcea- 
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tion, the second being introduced merely as 
preliminary to the third, still it alone excited 
interest amongst the speakers, and as the 
intended purpose was answered, that of ex- 
citing discussion, I did not interfere to 
change the current ofit. 

As to the charge of plagiarism which has 
been made in such h&rsh and uncivil terms, 
it so happens that I am the very last person 
in the community that could have ventured 
to appropriate the opinions of Lallemand or 
Martinet, relative to the point of diagnosis 
in question. I some years ago published an 
edition of Martinet’s Manual, which con- 
tains a summary of his Essay on Arachnitis ; 
and in some of the notes I have given the 
diagnosis which Lallemand draws between 
arachnitis and cerebritis ; this book ha* gone 
through three editions, and it is read by 
most of the junior members of the profession, 
and by not a few even Of the seniors. (See 
Manual of Pathology, p. 138.) Though 
this diagnosis has been given by Lallemand, 
it has not received a general, much less a 
universal, assent ; it does not accord with 
the experience of Abercrombie ; it is still 
disputed, and therefore may form a legiti- 
mate subject for discussion in a medical 
society, where members have an opportunity 
of stating the result of their observation, and 
supporting that side of the question with 
Which it accords. 

I believe it will not be deemed going too 
far to say that if “ fraud and false pretenoes” 
have crept into this matter, they did not 
qriginate with me, nor do they rest with me. 
I consign them back to the source from 
which they have flowed, and with them the 
inscription so appropriately chosen . Each 
of us will then stand in his proper position as 
each resumes his own, — “ Suum caique.” 

L I am, Sir, your very obedient servant, 
Jones Quain. 

14, Compton Street, East, 

February 27, 1831. 

P.$. — I think it right to add that I had 
nothing to do with the publication of the 
report of the debate in the Westminster 
Society, nor did I in any way sanction or 
authorise it. 


Me. GARDEN. 

To the Editoi' of The Lancet. 

Sir, — Having read in your Number of 
the 12th inst., an article impugning the 
honour of Sir C. Scudamore in connexion 
with my name, I feel it due to that gentle- 
man and to myself most distinctly to de- 
clare that t}ie statement thereto contained, 


,as far as regard* Sir C. Scudamore tnd nqy* 
self, is most grossly false . ' 

That several members of the medical pro- 
fession, both physicians and surgeons, do 
occasionally honour me with their recom- 
mendation I am proud to acknowledge, and 
I hope in all such cases without disappoint- 
ment to the public, as to the faithful prepa- 
ration of their prescriptions ; hut I do most 
unequivocally assert, that such recommen* 
d&tion can in no instance have been pro- 
duced by such unworthy motives as are but 
too plainly insinuated to exist by the writer 
of the article to which I allude. It would 
be paying but a bad compliment to the phy- 
sician in question, were I to imagine that hi* 
conduct required any vindication beyond the 
simple declaration I have just made. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

A. Garde*. 

Feb. 17, 1831. 


MEDICAL SCHOOL, ALDERSGATE 

STREET. 

i 

ANNIVERSARY DINNER* 

The Anniversary dinner of this Institu- 
tion was held on Friday, the 18th ult., at 
the London Coffee House, and was attended 
by a very numerous assemblage of gentle- 
pan “» Mr. Jones Qoain in the chair. 

The cloth being removed, and the usual 
loyal toasts drank, 

I The Chairman proposed, V The Alders- 
I gate Street Medical SctbeoL” Gentlemen, 
this day reminds us of the past and point* 
to the future, and judging from the peeseut,- 
I say the future will bo prosperous. It is 
in meetings iikethis that we recognise, at 
a glance, the peculiarities of our syeteea, — 
not chilled down to the cold faimality of 
official duty, but oerryiog with it tU the seel 
and the warmth of pereonal friendship. It 
is a fact deserving of particular notice, that 
in this country the means and the manage- 
ment of medical education, have at aU times 
been left, like our trade and our comnem. 
to the exertions of individuals, to oar own 
private resources. Elsewhere, more parti- 
cularly on the Continent, the meant are pro- 
vided, by the abate, and are disposed of ac- 
cording to some ftxad and methodical ton* 
tine. Here we study the wants of the com* 
m unity and seek to supply them, no stimu- 
lus to exertion being necessary save that 
which fair competition can give, — no re- 
sources being requited beyond those which 
men of energy and industry. can readily com- 
mand. (Cheers.) Our neighbours on the 
Continent may appeal to the annals of lite- 
rature, and point to the many splendid con- 
tributions they have inscribed on their pages} 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



OF THE ALDERSGATE STREET SCHOOL. 7*9 


our literary man used now ahrink from 
that ordeal ; it will prove that they hare at 
all time# contributed their foil proportion to 
the ad ranee me nt and diffusion of knowledge. 
Our Continental brethren may boast of their 
Desaaulta, their Bichat*, their Boyers ; we 
can pair off against them our Harveys, our 
Hunters, our Coopers. They mty cite the 
names of Lavoisier, of Fourcroy, of Tiienard ; 
we oan instance those of Black, of Priestly, 
of Davy. But it it not restricting these 
distinguished men too much, — is it not con- 
fining them within too narrow s limit, to 
consider them as citisena of thia country or 
of that merely 1 Ought they not rather to 
he considered ae citisena of the many coun- 
tries that are indebted to them for their emi- 
nent public services? (Cheers.) If the 
▼slue of systems be estimated by their in- 
fluence on individuals, on classes, or on the 
community, we should find no reason to wish 
that the tree and open system of medical 
education which prevails here should he 
exchanged for any that exists elsewhere. 
It never required, or sought for, the patron- 
age of power ; it rests for its support solely 
on the good sense of an enlightened com- 
munity; it never drew on the. public purse, 
and yet it has raised the chancier of our 
kteratutfB and of our education to as high 
a poiat aa they could be elevated in any; 
oouotry, no matter bow intellectual or how 
cultivated it aaa f be. { Cheers.) The Chair- 
man then adverted to the convivial and 
friendly purposes for which they bad met ; 
and concluded by proposing u The Alders- 
gate Medical School’ 

Mr/ Smith proposed the health of Dr. 
Ckitcerhuck, which, having been drunk with 
applause, 

’ Dr. Clotvrrbvck returned thanks, and 
observed, that in maintaining and inculcat- 
ing ihe principle* of medical practice which 
he bad done, and which be admitted were 
peeuiiar» he could assure the company that 
be was guided only by a conviction of their 
troth and importance. Having said so much 
for himself, he would take the liber ly of 
proposing the health of Mr. Tyrrell, the 
fbunder of fheestablishnient. 

The heeHb of Mr. Tyrrell was drunk with 
enthusiasm. As soon as -the applause sub- 
sided, 

Mr. Tyrrell heartily thanked tlm com- 
pany lev- the manner in which bit health 
Lad been drunk. He did not take to him* 
aelf alone the credit of founding the Alders- 
gste SUreet School. Dr. Clutterbuck, his 
friends Quaia. Cooper, in short, bis brother 
lecturers, were all, in common, founders of 
the School, winch must ever flourish, for it 
contained the seeds of its own prosperity. 
It was the principle of their system of in- 
struction for the professors to treat the 
pupils us friends (cheers) , not confining 


their intercourse with tlieir classes to the 
mere time of lecturing, but rendering them* 
selves accessible at all hours, and this 
was tbe source of the success which had 
attended the school. It fell to his lot last 
year to propose tbe health of a gentleman 
who, lie was proud to say, was now pre- 
sent, hut who was then absent on account 
of indisposition. “ I mentioned hit name 
(said Mr. Tyrrell) at the time, as being that 
of a gentleman to whom I mainly attributed 
the success of the Aldersgate Street School. 
(Much cheering .) Gentlemen, I believe it 
will be fbtmd true, that few medical men can 
be said to be good judges of their own 
cases, and an illustration of this fact ia fur- 
nished in the person of my friend Mr.Quain. 
I told yon, on the former occasion, that my 
friend would return, although tbit was in 
opposition to his own raeknoholy forebod- 
ing, for I used to receive from him letters 
filled with the most serious misgivings mid 
the most gloomy expressions of despair; 
but I replied, that I always thought that 
St. Patrick had kicked all venomous crea- 
tures from the happy plains of Ireland, and 
I only wonder that the knowing Saint had 
forgotten to kick out the noxious reptiles 
called the “blue devils” from the same 
country. ( Cheers and laughter .) Now, 
Gentlemen, whether or not my friend Qoaifc. 
made a tardy petition in this matter to his 
patron Saint I am unable to tell you ; I am 
only glad enough at the assurance, that he 
is here amongst us in health and strength. 
Gentlemen, I ean with truth assure you* 
that if there were nothing else to repay the 
trouble 1 have had in my shave of tbe task/ 
of founding this school, the acquaintance 
and co-operation of such a man as Mr* 
Quain would be an ample recompense for 
all. During the few years that I have known 
him, I have learned the sterling and sound 
qualities of bis heart, and fee) for him tbe 
attachment that is due to a sineere and kind 
friend. Let us then, Gentlemen, drink if 
you please, to the contiaued health and suc- 
cess of our exoeHent Chairman. (Applause.) 

The Chairman returned thanks in the 
following words : — I beg you to accept my 
moat sincere acknowledgments for the man- 
ner in which you have received the men- 
tion of my name, by my respected friend 
Mr. Tyrrell ; to him I feel deeply indebted 
for the terms in which he has noticed it, and 
to yoo for the way in which you have re- 
sponded to his feelings. You have added 
another to many previous obligations. One 
of tbe highest you could have conferred on 
me, was that of placing me here this even- 
ing as your representative; an honour which 
I the more sensibly feel, considering the 
occasion on which it is conferred — the an- 
niversary day of the institution of which we 
are members; an institution within which 
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power or authority can confer no place, — ' 
influence no station. {Cheers,) Place and 
station depend solely on your suffrages, and 
can be retained only so long as your con- 
fidence and esteem are merited in prime as 
well as in public 

The healths, of Messrs. T. J. Cooper, 
Roberts, Waller, and Evans, were re- 
spectively proposed by Messrs. Williams 
(of Birmingham) , Park, Froizel, and Quin, 
students, and the toasts were received 
with the warmest cheers. 

Toast, “ The pupils of the Aldersgate 
Street Medical School.” 

- Mr. Barrow shortly returned thanks. 
He said, that the pupils would, indeed, be 
very ungrateful, if, treated as they uniform- 
ly were by their lecturers, they did not act 
in a manner to deserve the approbation of 
the latter. ( General cheers,) 

The Chairman then proposed “ The 
Metropolitan Medical Schools,” — the branch 
banks of the great treasury of knowledge. 
The toast was drunk with great applause. 

Mr. Richard Quain having been loudly 
called on, returned thanks in a forcible 
speech. 

The next toast was “ The Private Schools 
of the Metropolis,” for which Mr. Cos- 
tello, the litbontritist, in compliance with 
the general feelings of the meeting, returned 
thauks. Though a lecturer at one of the 
private schools of the metropolis, he ven- 
tured to presume, that it waa his humble 
services in the cause of lithotrity, which 
were the real cause of this compliment. He 
took no credit to himself for skill in per- 
forming an operation of such transcendent 
importance, because be doubted not but 
that the same opportunities which he had 
enjoyed, would enable any surgeon to ar- 
rive at dexterity. Though devoted occa- 
sionally to the necessary details of anatomy, 
he felt that the promotion of lithotrity was 
his first duty, as it was his strongest incli- 
nation ; and it waa not without feelings of 
peculiar satisfaction, that he formed one of 
a professional assembly, whose enlightened 
minds and feeling hearts gave him an as- 
surance, that an improvement, which was 
alike recommended by justice and huma- 
nity, would receive that encouragement 
from the medical world it had so well de- 
served, {Loud applause,) Mr. Costello 
subsequently returned thanks on behalf of 
the visitors. 

The Chairman. Gentlemen, we have 
a .tribute to pay to the members of the pro- 
vincial medical schools ; they are in every 
way entitled to it. Nothing more clearly 
shows the anxiety that every-where exists 
for the acquisition of knowledge, than the 
eitahlis^ment of these excellent institutions ) 


they are in strict accordance with the spirit 
of the agei - When m every town means are 
deviaed.for the diffusion of information in the 
different branches of science, the members 
of the medical profession mast necessarily 
participate in such undertakings ; and if any 
proof were wanting of the effect and the 
influence of our system of education, it is 
abundantly supplied by the now-ascertained 
fact, that in every town in England there 
are to be found men capable oflecturing on' 
every department of medical aoienee. What 
may not be expected from the rising gene- 
ration, when they can avail themselves of 
thfe instruction of such men ns Dr. Riley in' 
Bristol, Mr. Cox in Birmingham, Dr. Tur- 
ner and Mr. Jordan in Manchester, Dr. 
Fornhy and Mr. Gill in Liverpool, and Mr. 
Overend in Sheffield 1 I propose to you 
“ The Provincial Medical Schools — prospe- 
rity to them.” 

The toast was drunk with enthusiasm. 

Mr. Hickman returned thanks, and paid 
a very handsome tribute to the Birmingham 
School, of which he was a member. 

The Chairman then said. Amongst our 
public institutions, there are none with 
which medical men are so intimately con- 
nected as the public charities. If there be 
any who doubt the beneficial influence of the 
healing art, let them visit the wards of a 
hospital, there they will see its influence 
exhibited on a large scale ; and if they look 
into the registers of these establishments, 
they will learn what they otherwise may 
not be disposed to believe, that no order of 
these possesses stronger claims on the con- 
sideration of their fellow citizens, for none 
give up to the public so much of their time — 
none confer on the poor so much practical 
relief. One of the oldest of these institu- 
tions is St. Thomas’s Hospital ; I select it 
not only because it may be considered a fit 
representative of its olass, and that class the 
highest, hut because I have the pleasure of 
seeing amongst our visitors, some of its 
ablest " and most distinguished members. 
This institution is invaluable to the public 
as a refuge for the sick poor, and to the 
members of our profession, age seminary of 
medical education. 

Toast, “ St. Thomas’s Hospital and its 
Medical School.” 

Mr. John F. South, lecturer on anatomy, 
returned thanks. 

After proposing the health of “ The 
Stewards,” the Chairman retired at half 
past eleven o’clock, and was succeeded by 
Mr. T. J. Cooper, when the hilarity of the 
meeting was fully kept up to a late hour, or 
rather to an early hour in the morning. 
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THE LANCET. 

London, Saturday, March 5, 1831. 

The exclusion of nival surgeons from the 
levees of bis Majesty, has produced through* 
out the profession s degree of excitement, 
rad, we may say, of indignation, which was 
never before experienced. Regarding the 
impolicy of the regulation, there are not two 
opinions. That the officers who are thus 
insulted are men of the highest attainments, 
have rendered the greatest benefits to their 
country, are gentlemen both by education and 
habit, there are none to deny. Neither are 
there any to assert that they have conducted 
themselves with impropriety on any occa- 
sion, and much less that they have done so 
when assembled in the presence of their 
sovereign. If a general conspiracy had been 
entered into by men of power to inflict 
degradation and disgrace on the members 
of the medical profession, they could not 
have more fully sucOeeded in their object 
than by pursuing the course which has 
been adopted towards the profession by the 
government of this country. It were diffi- 
cult to understand the reason for treating 
the medical profession with neglect or dis- 
respect, for surely the object in cultivating 
medical science is one of the highest which 
can be aimed at in a civilized community. 
Relief to the siok is not the only benefit 
which mankind derive from the deeply - 
traced researches into the nature and orga- 
nization of human beings. Physiologists 
are compelled , even by the demands of their 
professional duties, to know more of the 
human mind, to • be more intimately ac- 
quainted with the springs of its ac- 
tion, and the circumstances which con- 
trol it, than those individuals who arro- 
gate to themselves the privilege of domi- 
neering over a profession, the utility of 
which they are incompetent to appreciate, 
and the intellectual attainments of which 
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they have not the capacity to understand* 
If we were not distraeted by petty jealou- 
sies, if we were not tormented and pestered 
by the all-pervading spirit of grasping medi- 
cal corporations, our profession as a united 
body would be incomparably more influen- 
tial in the state than any other. The public 
has had ample experience of the value of 
medical knowledge, and it is by them most' 
fully appreciated. Each member of the 
profession carries with him a powerful in- 
fluence in the sphere in which he moves. 
Individually, in society, we are everything ; 
collectively, we are nothing. From what 
cause springs such an extraordinary ano- 
maly 1 Disunion arising from defective in- 
stitutions. In Lon don alone, for example* 
we have three medical bodies, each arrogat- 
ing to itself peculiar privileges, as relate to 
statute-law and to fiscal regulations. Each 
college or company claims advantages exclu- 
sively for the members attached to its own 
body, and is utterly regardless of the rights 
and privileges of the individuals who may 
happen to he attached to any other institu- 
tion. Nor is this all ; for each institution 
divides its own “ Fellows’* u Members,” 
or“ Associates, ” into two classes ; the first 
deriving many benefits and prerogatives 
which are scrupulously withheld from the 
second. Thus in the Royal College of 
Physicians, the M Fellows” only, enjoy the 
right of exercising the elective franchise, 
the licentiates being excluded entirely from 
taking any share in the management of tl»e 
affairs of the College — having no right what- 
ever to interfere in conducting the examina- 
tions of candidates, to elect the president or 
censors, or to investigate the accounts.— 
In the Apothecaries’ Company the master, 
wardens, court of assistants, and members, 
have privileges which are perfectly dis- 
tinct from those of the licentiates. That 
is, distinct from those of the gentlemen 
who obtain a license from the examiners, 
authorising them to practise as apothe- 
caries in any part of England mid 


Digitized by Google 



SIR J. 4 GRAHAM AND THE NAVAL SURGRONS. 


Wales; ti*e 

or distribution, of there Uc$rw$* are placed 
entirely at tbt disposal of tbs bead* pf tbe 
Company, or tbs person* « wtitoting tbs 
Court, .Tbs rendidate baring eared him- 
self of tbs fees, from tbst moment there 
exists between bun end the Company no 
personal cAmmuniostion, no kindred sympa- 
thy, By obtaining tbs Hrenre be doss not 
become one of tbf Comply, but, ig fast, 
be is merely bcmed to poetise* aa other 
persons am lirepred* busfiar adiflereut pur * 
poas, at Smirtet Rrere, At tbs College of 
burgeon* it LiueoleV lug- Field* tbs tarns 
narrowHuiodfidaud disfloadast priuaiplesaas 
in full epsrstioa, but tbs result* are known 
by different names, Inalsad of “ Xetiows ” 
“ smut of assistants,” and « tioeutiaUs,” we 
bars here Frretdsut, Council* and common 
malty, or ^ members, ”-*-membsrs truly of a 
moat extraordinary body, The Council is self* 
perpetuating , tbatis, tbs individuals com- 
puting tbit jwta elect each giber. They 
war appeal to tbe members for tbsir suf- 
frages, and tbess latter gentlemen, although 
denominated members by tbe CquecH them- 
seises, and although they are styled tbs 
M Commonalty v in tbs charter granted by 
G to bob III, are excluded from every kind 
of interference in tbs government of tbs 
College in tbs examination of .candidates 
lor the diploma, in tbe distribution of the 
funds, and even from an examination of 
the accounts. How can institutions thus 
organized, or, rather, malformed, be pro- 
ductive of harmonious action throughout 
such a profession as the medical 1 Colleges 
and companies are pulling in adverse direc- 
tions s the fellows and licentiates , of the 
same college, arc opposed to each other; 
the fellows of one e stablis h me nt, the coun- 
cil of another, and the Court of Assistant* 
*f a third, are all contending for exclusive 
and peculiar privileges ; the licentiates feel 
indignant gt the neglect shown to them, and 
at the claims to superiority and rank which 
•re. set up by the »« fellows and the mem- 


bers of the College in Lincoln's Inn Fields 
have for yeara past been subjected to a 
species of tyranny, which even tbe most ig- 
norant individuals in the community would 
not have suffered, without exhibiting the 
most pointed signs of disquietude and re- 
sentment. If the medical profession had 
been controlled by a government which ac- 
knowledged the voice or echoed the senti- 
ments of the whole of that body— which had 
united in one powerful bond Qf union the 
interests of the whole of its petitioners, 
would there not have appeared, lopg ere 
this, a simultaneous movement in, all its. 
branches, and in every district, in order to 
relieve naval surgeons from the marked in- 
sult wbiph has lately been offered to th,em. 
by the agent or agents of royally* This, 
deeply important subject was brought be- 
fore the House of Qommqns on Monday 
evening last, by that patriotic s*d inestima- 
ble member of Parliament Mr. Hum*. The, 
following is a report of what passed between 
thif honourable gentleman and tUp First 
Lord of thp Admiba^tt s— : . 

«« Mr, Hums called the attention of the’ 
right bon. Baronet to a aubjett which had 
given great pain and offence to a large body 
of meritorious officers in the navy. He 
meant the regulation by which warrant 
officers in the navy wore not showed to f ap- 
pear at his Majesty’s levees. In this class 
were included surgeons, masters, and purs- 
ers, but ha epafiued bhurelf at present to* 
the first named. It was of great importance 
to the naval service to raise the character or 
its surgeon*. They were near at much su- 
perior body of men, in point of qualifies-, 
tions, to what they were formerly ; yet, let 
a man be ever sO Well qualified as a doctor 
or surgeon, be wee aaw excMeAfrom ap- 
pearing at Court at Levees. This was am 
extremely unfair distinction, for he thought 
they ought to be placed oh terms of equality 
with su^pons in, the army. • 

w Sir J. Grabam said, that thissubjeet 
was threat, in his opinion, which tbe House, 
ought to take up. It properly befonged to 
the consideration of the Lord Chamberlain.' 
If it were tbe object to prereatJUwees from 
being too crowded, he did not know where 
the line could be better drown, with respect 
to the navy, than between officers wbo held 
commissions and those, wbo did not. 
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“ Mr* Ham mid there wu an inconsist- 
ency in the regulation ; for a man who was 
excluded one day as t naval surgeon might, 
on the next, if his name were struck off, be 
resented at court, and a case of the kind 
ad actually occurred. 

'< Sir J. Graham said, that in that ease 
the party would hare to send his card a few 
days previously to the Lord Chamberlain, 
who would exercise his discretion with 
respect to his admission.” 

Of course Mr. Hows was too well Terse d 
in the constitution of Parliament, too well 
acquainted with the aristocratic sod con- 
ceited feelings of whig Lordlings, to expect 
any measure of relief from such a quar- 
ter; but he has discharged his duty, and 
conferred another great benefit upon the 
profession and the country, in giving ad- 
ditional publicity to the transaction, by 
bringing it under the consideration of the 
Honge. Mr* Hum has himself been a 
medical practitioner, and therefore it well 
qualified to speak upon any occasion which 
relates to the respectability and importance 
of our profession. His sentiments, how- 
ever, little aeeord with those of the indi- 
viduals hy whom ha is surrounded*— persons 
Who, for the moat pert, are indifferent to the 
wants of the community, and whose views 
are alien to tbo opinions of the intelligent 
Glasses of society. Why is not our pro- 
fession adequately represented in ParKa- 
menSl How can improvements be effected 
in the construction of medical statute laws, 
unless there be returned to the House seme 
dosen or two of medical practitioners 1 The 
feult rests with the profession. Our con- 
duct in mattOBB relating to the election of 
members of Parliament has been mpst 
cjrimipaUy negligent. We have been at. 
tempting to porify tha kiltie stseams, but, 
at the tmt time, have left, tbe fountains, 
tha springs of corruption, altogether un- 
touched. The discussion of this subjeot is 
not, however, proparly included in tha topic 
which ought at this moment, almost exclu- 
sively,, to engage public, attention, and, wa 
should not have introduced it to tha notice 


of our madam, had it not been for the pur- 
pose of intimating to the members of our 
vilified, calumniated, and persecuted, pro- 
fession, that the vote upon the motion now 
before the House of Commons, will, in all 
probability, lead to a dissolution of Par- 
liameni—whcn, should medical men again 
neglect their interests, pud those of their 
College, hy omitting to return a few of 
their brethren to tbe House, they will 
richly deserve aU tbe calamities wftfeh may 
hereafter befall them through the rastru* 
mentality of imperfect laws. Medical men 
only are competent to prescribe adequate 
remedies for the prefeat defective and rot. 
teg coadition of the medical constitution. 
If, therefore, the House reject the whig 
reform bill, surgeons, physicians, and apo- 
thecaries; should instahtly prepare for ac- 
tion— prepare In the first place to support 
candidates who have been educated in 
medical science, and, in the second place, 
to support only those non -medical candi- 
dates who wiH pledge themselves to advo. 
cate the cause of medical leferm ; for if the 
House of Commons bo even but partially 
amended', our claims are such that they can* 
not be resisted, if adequately enforced by 
competent and sincere reformers. Not npock % 
pretended, or trimming, advocates, but 
patriots, who, actuated by a thorough love 
; of their profession, and an unflinching' de- 
termination not to be diverted from the 
path of ihahr duty, wiH contend, at all 
hasaids, and in defiance of aU opposition, 
to claim for the whole of the profession, 
just laws and equal rights. 

To return, however, to naval surgeons. 
From what has already been stated it if 
but too evident that these excellent ofikarn 
have nothing to expect, either from the 
House of Commons, ox from the Lords Of the 
Admiralty, hut the language of Sir James 
Graham, even if it gave no luope of telsef, 
might, we think, have indicated a more im- 
partial, if not a mure respectful feeling. The* 
terms fo which the first Lord of the Adtti-' 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



T6 4 THE COLLEGE COUNCIL 

ralty thought proper to exprtan himaelf, 
have added greatly to the injury which hne 
been already inflicted upon these highly- 
deserting officers. But die honourable 
baronet may hate presumed thtt there was 
little danger in treating ’With negfect sitfese 
Of gentlemen wkoke injurtetivcrk'MeWed' 
with indifferent* nv tm* *akd 

Gouwcii/or tiibiii ewtCiAiBOfc Power 
goon produces activoeud dnfluWHial^ajiiipa* 
thy ; butAemands for joattcemadebyiiklirl- 
dnale who ere Weak and' frieindleas; generate, 
m Mr. Baum a j* Well earpresseeit, oalytbe 
«« sympathy of neglect* * v 8iv> JaWsb may 
hate heard previously toilet Monday fetffeft^ 
ing of die fact communicated in tba felklW- 1 
ing letter:— : s ,, "‘ v '^’' v 

“To th* Members of the K oj,aj. jCo^jd^ 
of Surgeons in London^ 

" G*NT|.mMBii # — Haying applied to Mr, 
Keate tp leam the decision pf the Council 
of the College relative to the resolution 
unanimously adopted by you on behalf of 
otrr -colleagues in his Majesty ? a NdVy on the 
14th ult., I hate now to inform yon that the 
Council, consid#ring pur proceedings tp hate 
been * irregular/ hate found it * 
sible * to act upon that document. 

“ Deeply regretting this impossibility in 
a case so urgent, I have the honour to remain, 

** Yoflr faithful servant and coniVere, 
T.Kinw. 

t( 10, Hanoter-street, Hauover-wiuara, #.• 

** March 2, 1831.” 

After this we may well excess Bhr Jah£s 
Graham for the feelings which A* efltet* 
tains on the subject; bat 'were the mem- 4 
bers cf the College prepared for thik an- 
nouncement 1 The proceedings of the 14th 
ult. are fresh in the recollection of<m¥ 
readers. An overflowing theatre of mem- 
bers unanimously voted/ that the Coundl 
should be respectfully requested to metoo- 
rislise the Lords of the Admiralty ; and the 
President of the Council, in the presence of 
the whole assembly, agreed to communicate 
that request to the Council officially . Mark, 
reader ! The Council themselves were then 
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preterit, they hoard every-thing tbatpkssed. 
They were fully aware of the unanimity 
| wbietr prevailed. ' They saw the crowded 
stale Of the theatre, and were perfectly ac- 
quainted with the extent of the request 
made; *-*-tbe meeting, be it remembered; 
having merely petitioned the ’ Council to ^iis 
effect,— That they, the Council, would ap- 
ply to the Lords of the Admiralty on behalf 
of ths naVal surgeons. Wad there any- 
thing unreasonable kf this request 1‘ There 
was no deaird on the^ part df ihe* member# 

! that the Ceunsitf should communicate to thw 
Lords of the AdistmltyUhttet the- memorial 
had emanated^ from iguaUeoteW hot • of the 
Gouncii; it Was *df€; indeed, 1 by the mem^* 
bdrs/fos the propoaiaicn ^o appear to have 
originated with tbvr PTesident 4fod Council 
thmnaekeRL'^ This^whs^’ mark Of‘Wdpect 
shown to the eaecetiveofthe College, for 
itaursly werb d reproach to- that depart- 
ment’to have it considered, that they re- 
quiced any cdmuhisiu suuhe eausefrom the' 
members of the profession geaefktty. The' 
members Were ttto disinterested in their 
motisss, >aiid>were too liberal, to place im- 
proper coast factions on the" motives of 
othera^OF to tike • any credit to themselves' 
for hating origititfted thO measure* AndnoW 
what is the reward* proffered in return for 
tlte respect they have displayed towards 
the . Council I Why, r they are coolly* fold, 
tlmt thoisatf-peipotuftting junta of the Col- 
lege iad it'‘*mposatWe”to«et upon the* 
re«blRtio»v in eodseqtienee*of the ittegn» 
lavity of the r p*ooeedings.” Impossibility ! 
Whence does the imposetMlky arise l The 
inquest made fy Hlmmeinbets was most 
simple^ aftd' most> easy- of accomplishment ; ' 
that is, hRd the c Council been disposed to 
stand* forward as the natural champions of* 
the 'insulted mambtef, or had they been in-’ 
dined to yield 3 a friendly or 'respectful at- 1 
teatkm to the voice of the profession. It * 
was acknowledged at the meeting on the * 
14th, that the proceeding#, considered in 
relation to those of public meetings in gene- 
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ral, were somewhat irregular, inasmuch at 
ibe gentlemen then assembled bad not been 
convened by public notice expressly with 
a view to Jake the. grievance in question 
into oonaidcratioa, , and also from its not 
having been thought necessary k> gleet a 
chairman. But, of couj *e, it was never in- 
tended that the" resolution’’ of that meeting 
should be laid before the Lords of the Ad* 
miralty, as it contained merely a request la 
tkf Council that they would act in a eer* 
tain manner. Aa we before observed, the 
members of the Couacil were then present, 
and hade full opportunity of witnessing the 
feeling wbieli prevailed, and the undisturbed 
unanimity which existed. The dedication, 
therefore, of “ impossibility,’’ is another 
added to the thousands of intuits With 
which the members have been visited by 
this College, If the Council felt for dm 
respectability of ths profession, for tbs com- 
fort, for the happiness, for the honour of the 
members of tbe College, would they have 
waited to be petitioned upon ouch a subject? 
Wotjld they- have hesitated before making 
application to tbe Admiralty? Would not 
their own generous feelings have irresistibly 
impelled them to take the moat effectual 
steps to relieve Rom unmerited odium the 
insulted and calumniated surgeons of the 
British Navy ? Not only, however, do they 
now declare that they are devoid of such 
feelings, that they are stimulated by no auch < 
desire, but they also announce, that a re- 
solution adopted by a vast assemblage of tbe 
members is not sufficient, that even that 
document is not potent enough, to urge 
them to useful action. 

The members, doubtless, gave offenoe to 
the worthy and liberal-minded Council, be- 
cause they presumed to disturb tbe awful 
silence, which has so many years prevailed 
within tbe walls of tbe College, by discuss- 
ing a professional grievance in their own the • 
atre . But the spell lias been broken, and the 
members came forward like honourable and 
upright men to assert tbeir Tights in a place 
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| where they never ought to Lave remained 
! dormant, and to declare in a voice which could 
not be misunderstood, that they were no 
longer the miserable tools of a despicable, 
dark-minded oligarchy. Having engaged 
in the contest, will they now tamely submit 
to defeat? Will they permit their bene- 
volent intentions to be frustrated by men, 
the pride of whose lives 4 has been to 
trample down and oppress those members 
of an honourable profession for whose pro- 
tection they wore installed in their offices 
by the law of tbe land? If tbe Council 
refuse to apply to the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty, if thit body cannot sympathise with 
the oppressed, is it for the members, who so 
nobly commenced the work of retributive 
justice, now to shrink back with dismay, 
because they are not supported in their 
metsures by the wretched, self- perpetuat- 
ing junta in Lincolu’s-ion-fields ? No ! It 
is the duty of tbe members to proceed, and 
not to allow their ardour to be checked. 
Tbeir own theatre is still open to them, and 
as tbe Council have refused to apply to tbe 
Lords of the Admiralty, the members have 
now Oily to select a deputation from amongst 
themselves in order to accomplish the object 
of tbe resolution which was adopted on the 
14th ult. The “ lectures” for the session have 
now commenced ; they are delivered on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays; the 
doors leading to the theatre are opened, at 
S o’clock, and the lectures commence at 4. 
Let those members, therefore, who are of 
opinion that the naval surgeons should not 
be deserted, should not be left to their fate, 
should not be suffered to be laughed at by 
underlings, and sneered at by haughty cox- 
combical lieutenants, attend at the College 
at the opening of the doors on Tuesday 
next, when there will be sufficient time to 
agree to other resolutions, if they should be 
deemed necessary, and to appoint a deputa- 
tion of three, four, or fire members to wait 
upon tbe Lord Chamberlain, who, we axe 
now told by Sir James Graham, is the 
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most proper person to be consulted on the 
subject. This is the only course now open 
to us ; it is the only course which can be 
adopted with the least hope of procuring 
for naval surgeons a reinstatement to that 
position from which they have been so un- 
justly, so unthinkingly, and so insultingly 
expelled. 

The resolution,” we understand, has 
tyeen very warmly debated by the sapient 
gentry of the Council, and it was not dis- 
covered until after three or four lengthy 
discussions, that it was “ impossible to act 
upon it, in consequence of the irregularity 
of the proceedings ” We have been further 
told, that when it was put to the vote, the 
motion for receiving and acting upon it was 
rejected by a majority of fifteen to three j 
the minority having consisted of Sir Astley 
Cooper, Mr. Lawrence, and Mr. Brodie. 
If this report be correct, the members may, 
of course, calculate upon receiving the sup- 
port of this enlightened portion of the 
Council on Tuesday next; and it cannot 
be doubted that they will attend in the 
theatre, to aid by their presence and sug- 
gestions the praiseworthy exertions of the 
meeting. The Council are bound by their 
own by-laws, to protect the “ rights, inte- 
rests, prerogatives, and immunities,” of the 
members ; but it would appear that these 
laws, just enough in themselves, exercise 
but little influence over the minds of men 
who hold their offices independently of the 
will in all cases, and in direct defiance in 
a great number of instances, of the wishes, 
of the great body of the members of the Col- 
lege. Let us prove that we are not to 
be checked ; that we are not be defeated 
in our efforts, by this miserable, self-con- 
ceited, self-perpetuating, oligarchy ; but let 
us meet like men of rank and character, 
and of education and of knowledge, in our 
oum theatre , and there discuss in the pre- 
sence of our charter-protected tyrants, 
those measures which we may deem best 
calculated to uphold the honour, and main- 


tain inviolable the rights and privileges, of 
our profession. 

In conclusion, we take leave to remind 
the members that they should be at tbe 
College by three o'clock on Tuesday next, 
as the proceedings relating to naval sur- 
geons ought to be commenced within ten 
minutes or a quarter of an hour after the 
opening of the theatre in order that they 
may be concluded, if possible, before the 
peiiod allotted for the commencement of the 
lecture. It should be our earnest desire 
to avoid any just ground of offence, and it 
is highly important not to interfere with 
what the Council denominate the “ regular 
business of the day.” If necessary, how- 
ever, the encroachment of a quarter — or 
< half an hour, upon the time appointed for 
the lecture, could not be a ground for giv- 
ing offence to any reasonable beings, if they 
were to consider the nature and object of 
the proceedings. The members ought to 
be informed, that the tickets of admission 
can only be obtained on application at 
the College daily, between the hours of ten 
and three ; and it is highly important that 
tbe members should be provided with the 
means of securing the entrie as speedily &9 
possible. On Monday or Tuesday, for ex- 
ample, Mr. Belfour may announce that 
there are “ no more tickets for diatribe 
tion.” 

The naval surgeons are so circumstanced 
that they dare not move in their own be- 
half. One step obnoxious to their supe- 
riors, might prove their irretrievable ruin ; 
they look to their brethren for protection, 
and it were a libel upon the character of 
Englishmen, — upon the honour and spirit of 
the members of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons in London, to give one moments cre- 
dence to the supposition, that these gentle- 
men would neglect to discharge a duty which 
is calculated to relieve from obloquy, a great 
body of officers who have been guilty of no 
possible offence. The Editor of this Jour- 
nal, if he have life and health, will certainly 
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attend the meeting, and co-operate to the ut- 
moat of hit power with those gentlemen 
Who may he of opinion that an application 
on behalf of the naval surgeons, should he 
forthwith made to the Lord Chamberlain. 
If the majority of die members should be of 
a different opinion* he would in that case 
wait upon the Duke of Devonshire him- 
self, rather than not endeavour to relieve 
the surgeons of the British Navy from the 
weight of odium and insult nnder which 
these officers are now suffering* 

Ths Fothergillian gold medal, value 
twenty guineas, has been awarded this 
year, by the Medical Society of London, 
to Mr. William Augustus Guy* a medi- 
cal student, for the best dissertation on 
u Asthma.” The medal will be presented 
to die successful candidate on Tuesday, the 
8th of March, at the anniversary meeting 
of the Society. 

WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Saturday , February 19, 1831. 

Mr. Cn innock in the Chair. 

Mr. Forbes Winslow read a long essay 
on the influence of the passions over disease. 
In the collection and arrangement of his 
materials, the author evinced the utmost 
industry, but the want of novelty in the 
details renders the paper unsuitable to our 
columns. 

An animated discussion ensued, partly on 
the subject of the essay, and partly on an- 
tipathies and monomaniac delusions. Dr. 
Epps and Mr. Evans bore a prominent part 
in the debate, and their speeches were much 
applauded. 

Towards the close of the discussion, Mr. 
King announced his iutention of submitting 
to the consideration of the committee a 
resolution to the effect, “ That the discus- i 
sions of the Society should be thrown open 
to all subjects connected with the interests 
of the medical profession/* Mr. King wished 
the notice to be immediately received by 
the committee, in order that the question 
might be laid before the general body of the 
Society at the following meeting. It was 
found however, on reference to the laws, 
that the committee could not receive the 
notice till that evening, and it was then de- 
termined that the debate on Dr. Winslow’s 
essay should be further adjourned. 


EXTRAORDINARY RESULT FOLLOWING TUB 
ADMINISTRATION OF CftUDE MERCURY. 

Mr. Ch innock related the following ex- 
traordinary case, communicated to him by 
Dr. James Blundell. , A patient, attendee! 
by Mr. Eccles of Ro|berhitke, bad suffered 
from obstinate constipation. Every remedy 
usually resorted to under such circumstances 
bad been administered by that gentleman 
without effect, when Dr. Lister’s attend- 
ance was requested. He ordered half an 
ounce of crude mercury to be administered, 
and to be repeated twelve hours after if the 
bowels were not relieved. The ounce was 
given by Mr. Eccles himself; the object 
was not merely to produce action by its 
specific weight, but the Doctor hoped some 
chemioal change might occur. A blister 
had been applied to the scrobiculis cordis, 
and complete vesication was produced pren 
vious to the exhibition of the medicine. 
An enema was also administered. Very 
shortly after the administration of the second 
dose of quicksilver, the intestines were emp- 
tied. There was an appearance of mercury 
in a state of oxydation in the stools. The 
patient complained of great uneasiness in 
the blister, and begged Mr. Eccles’ attention 
to it. On examination, he found there were 
“ scores of globules of mercury the rise of 
pins’ heads, scattered over the blistered 
surface some of these, subsequently, were 
collected by Mr. Eccles to form a large one, 
tlms proving without doubt, that it was 
mercury in its metallic form. This case 
was observed narrowly by Dr. Lister, and 
Mr. Owen, s respectable surgeon of Chan- 
cery Lane, as well as Mr. Eccles. The de- 
tails, as before mentioned, were given to 
Mr. Chinnook from Dr. Blundell’s note 
book, with permission to relate it to the 
Society. 

HOSPITAL SHIP GRAMPUS. 

CASE OF ERY8IPELA8 OF THE PENIS AND 

SCROTUM, WITH REMOVAL OF THE OLD* 

AND FORMATION OF A NEW, SCROTUM. 

! (Communicated by Mr. Bennett, Assistant 
Surgeon .) 

Daniel Clarke, etat. 30, a seaman, was 
admitted on board this hospital. Sept. 10, 
1830. His complaint, stricture of the urethra 
of two years’ duration. The strictured part, 
which occupied the membranous portion of 
the urethra, would admit the passage of but 
the smallest size cat-gut bougie. The bougie 
was passed daily, and on alternate days; 
the hip-bath, and occasional aperients, were 
employed. Three weeks subsequent to his 
admission, a No. 4 bougie passed with fa- 
cility, and the urine was voided in a corre- 
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spooding stream. About this time the pa* 
tient obtained leave of absence for the day, 
and upon hia return in the evening, com- 
plained of bis having experienced a severe 
rigor followed by heat, but without sweat- 
ing ; a warm-bath and active aperient were 
given with relief. On the following day 
(Oct. 2) he complained of a recurrence of 
shivering, attended with pain in the head 
and thirst ; liis akin was hot, and tongue 
thickly coated with a white fur ; an emetic 
was exhibited, and magn . sulph ., ; ant. 
tart. gr. ##, continued every four hours. On 
the 3rd the prepuce, ana afterwards the 
integuments, generally, of the penis, ap- 
peared considerably swollen, and assumed a 
florid erysipelatous hue, attended with much 
pain in the part, and great febrile excite- 
ment. The pulse strong and wiry ; tongue 
ftyded ; skin hot. He complained of much 
pain in the head, and in the penis. Urine 
passed In a stream as free as usual. Blood 
Was taken from the arm to $xx. Leeches 
and fomentations were applied to the penis, 
and nausea was kept up by regulated doses of 
fartarised antimony. 

Oct. 4. Undimini shed inflammation con- 
tinues in the integuments of the penis, 
which are distended, elongated, and present 
a tortuous appearance ; febrile excitement 
continues the tame. Venesection repeated 
to Jxvj (blood intensely buffed and cupped) ; 
salnies and purgatives exhibited, and the 
penis freely punctured in the bip-bath, fol- 
lowed by the further application of leeches 
and fomentations. 

Oct. 5. Penis continues swelled, and of 
a highly florid hue ; patches of a sloughing 
tendency appear in three or four distinct 
situations ;* pulse moderated ; constitutional 
excitement less ; poultice of linseed mesl to 
penis; saline effervesc. mixt. every 4 hours. 

Oct. 6. Pulse quick and irritable; some 
increase of fever. Integuments at the upper 
and front part of the scrotum present an 
erysipelatous blush, and have an indurated 
feel. Twenty leeches were applied to the 
scrotum, and fomentations continued. 

Oct. 7. Scrotum much distended and in- 
flamed; discoloration of the integuments 
threatening sphacelus ; pulse quick and 
irritable; countenance flushed; skin hot; 
tongue dry and brown. Free incisions were 
carried through the entire length of the scro- 
tum, and poultices of linseed-meal applied. 

- Oct. 8. Sloughing of the scrotum has ex- 
tended ; the incisions through the integu- 
ments expose a thickened state of those 
parts, with cembination of lymph, pus, and 
•loaghing cellular tissue, without any traces 
df urine, which passes through the urethra in 
its usual stream, and in* natural quantity. 
Takes an anodyne at night, two grains of 
quinine three times in the day, and six 
dunces of wine daily. 


Oct. 9- The scrotum, which presented a 
mass of slough from the perinaeum to within 
half an inch of the root of the penis ante- 
riorly, and about the same distance from 
the groius laterally, Was removed by the 
knife to within n line of the liv&g parts, 
which appear io have a disposition to resist 
the further progress of the disease. The 
tunicas vaginales of both testicles when ex- 
posed were found to be implicated in the 
sloughing, and* were separately removed* 
leaving the testis exposed, uninjured,' bat 
of a flabby appearance and pale hue. / The 
dilute nitric acid was applied to the portion 
of scrotum and penis between thy living 
and dead parts, and lint wetted wllb a com- 
bination of the tinctures of myrrh and opinm 
kept applied over the whole surface. In 
the course of a few days all inflammatory 
action had, in a great measure, subsided; 
the alougha were separating, and a healthy 
surface appeared beneath. Milder stimu- 
lants were now employed, sad a nourishing 
diet continued. The sloughing of the penis 
was confined to the integuments, and formed 
three distinct pstches, each about the siae 
of a shilling. The scrotum was almost to- 
tally destroyed, and the teates bereft of 
their investing membrane remained exposed 
with a small portion of healthy septum 
scroti between them. On the complete 
separation of the -sloughs, the sores on the 
integuments of the penis healed rapidly ; 

I the testicles threw up numerous and healthy 
granulations to a level with the remaining 
portion of scrotum at the root of the penis, 
whence the process of cicatrization com- 
menced. Dressing with simple ointment 
was now used, but caustic and dry lint were 
subsequently found necessary to check the 
superfluous granulations. 

Oct. 28. A small spot, about the size of 
a sixpence, remains unCicatrized in the 
centre of the new scrotum. The scrotum is 
small in its dimension, but presents no de- 
formity, and during the process of cicatri - 
zation liai drawn contributions so freely 
from the neighbouring integuments, as to 
present nearly a natural appearance. The 
testicles, over the greater portion of their 
surface, can be felt loose within the scrotum, 
and appear adherent only at that part of the 
scrotum which remains uncicatrized. The 
patient is in excellent health, and thinks he 
passes his urine more freely than be baa 
done for two years. Discharged cured. 

The latter progress of the cure was un- 
pleasantly interrupted by symptoms of dis- 
ease in the kidneys, indicated by pain ia 
the loins increased on pressure, frequent 
rigors, and a muco-purulent deposit in the 
urine. These symptoms were removed by 
the application of cupping-glasses to the 
loins, and the free use of friction, with tartar* 
emetic ointment over the same part* 
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si? ittOWA'slS HOSPITAL. 
CLINICAL LECTURE 

DELIVERED BY 

Da. ELLIOTSON, 

Feb . 14, 1831. 


There were bat three cases presented, 
Gentlemen, last week; the patients were 
all women one case of inflammatory 
dropsy, another of hysteria, aad a third of 
disease of the heart. 

INFLAMRY MATODROP8Y. 

The case of inflammatory dropsy arose 
from cold. The swelling began in the face 
as early as in any other part, and there was 
a degree of bronchitis present. On listen- 
ing to the chest, a sonorous rattle was heard. 
These are all points ou which 1 have treated 
before in the course of the winter ; they all 
illustrate what 1 have stated to be the usual 
character of the complaint. She was cured 
by bleeding, low diet, and moderate purg- 
ing. 


The case of hysteria occurred in a little 
girl, and illustrates one of the causes of the 
disease which I believe is not very infre- 
quent — the propensity to irritation. 

The previous history of this girl I know 
perfectly well. Her name was Sarah Ire- 
land ; she was 16 years of age, and had had 
hysteria for nine weeks.' It so happened 
(she was a servant maid) that I was sent 
for to one of the family, a few months ago, 
a very interesting and excellent young lady, 
who was in a state of hysterical delirium, 
partly unconscious of what passed around 
her. Singing continually, and talking inco- 
herently. This young lady died. After her 
death, 1 understand that another female in 
the family (of what description I do not 
know, whetherone of the daughters or ano- 
ther servant, I cannot Say), became hysteri- 
No, 393. 


cal ; and this young girl, who came into the 
hospital, likewise fell into the disease; so 
thee from one being hysterical, two others 
became affected in the same family ; and the 
character of the hysteria in two of the three 
was alike— they took to staging and talk- 
ing incoherently. This patient was 4 ad- 
mitted on the 1st of February, and the dis- 
ease in her continued up to the very mo- 
ment of her admission, for soon after she 
came into the ward she had a regular fit — a 
fit of hysteria; therefore the disease had 
not ceased — nay, it had not declined in the 
least. I had her, on admission, cupped in- 
stantly on the loins to 16 ounces, and being 
excessively flatulent, she took two drachms 
of the confection of rue three times a day, 
and was put on low diet : she never had a 
fit of the disease from that moment . She 
! had had the disease unceasingly for nine 
weeks ; she had had a fit after coming into 
the ward in about an hour, or an hour and 
a half, and from this moment it entirely 
ceased. 

* Now it would be very wreftig for me to 
assert that 1 had cured this patient. Had I 
known nothing of her, I should certainly 
have thought I had cured her by cupping 
her well on the loins, giving her rue, and. 
putting her on low diet. It is possible that 
I did cure her, but I think it is also possible 
that the disease ceased in consequence of 
her being removed from home. In the house 
where she was, another person had hysteria. 
In that house she had had the disease so 
long, that she had no command at all over 
herself, and was not at all influenced by the 
fear of those around her. Here she was re- 
moved from the sight of the disease, and 
placed under and among strangers, of whom 
she was more or less afraid ; not that her 
symptoms were voluntary, hut in many of 
those nervous affections, if patients can be 
uncousciously induced to exert a degree of 
restraint over themselves, the nervous affec- 
tion is lessened, and will frequently cease. 
Therefore I think from the fear she had of 
those around ker, of being cupped and doc- 
tored without any ceremony, and being ob- 
liged to submit to all the treatment which 
we might think proper in our wisdom to 
adopt, I really can believe the girl’s disease 
3D 
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ceased from the impression thus made upon 
her mind. 

• I will say a few words on hysteria. I need 
not tell you the characters of it. You know 
that women are seized with a fit of more or 
less complete insensibility, with irregular 
convulsions: So that they feel choking, 
they sob, laugh, and cry ; and go out of one 
fit into another. All this was the case here. 
Frequently, too, patients are incoherent, 
sometimes sing songs, and sometimes 
psalms. But these cases illustrate the fact, 
of which 1 am certain, that the disease does 
not, as some pretend to say, necessarily 
arise from the sexual organs, nor from sexual 
feelings. In the young lady who was the 
first subject affected in the House, it was 
quite certain, I think perfectly certain, from 
a number of circumstances with which I 
am ’acquainted, that it arose entirely from 
her extreme assiduity in charitably superin- 
tending some schools, and in superintending, 
likewise, the education of her little brothers 
and sisters. Her extreme anxiety, with an 
excessive degree of attachment to her fa- 
mily, induced all this. 

From the character of the young lady, I 
am quite sure there was not a sexual feel- 
ing, either pore or incorrect, about her; 
that she had no attachment even to any in- 
dividual beyond the domestic circle. Dur- 
ing her delirium, she never once uttered an 
improper expression — never made a single 
allusion to any one human being excepting 
to her father and mother, and her little 
brothers and sisters. When she sang it 
was always a hymn, or some little thing of 
4m innocent description. I have no doubt 
that in her the hysteria was brought on by 
her state of mind— her attachment to her 
family— the extreme anxiety which aim had 
for some time experienced with regard to 
them, and with regard to the success of a 
nnmber of poor children with whom she 
took much pains. What occurred in the case 
of the second patient I do not know, except 
that the symptoms were precisely the same ; 
but in the third (the girl that was here), 
there was no reason to suppose any-thing of 
the kind that is usually alleged as the 
cause. In the first place the uterus was 
unaffected, for the catamenia w'ere perfectly 
. regular ; she was sixteen years of age only, 
and had menstruated four months ; but from 
the commencement of the menstruation, the 
catamenia had regularly appeared, and abun- 
dantly. Then with respect to her mind, 
there was no reason — not the slightest rea- 
son, to suppose any- thing at all of that de- 
scription. If there had been, I think the 
disease would not have ceased the very 
day she was brought into this hospital. It 
is right to be remembered, however, that she 
• bad had a fall on her forehead, but I cannot 
Jhink that that had anything to do wtth it, 


for the complaint had occurred in two 
others of the family before ; and when I re- 
collect that the character of the ’hysteria was 
precisely the same in this as in the other 
cases, and ceased as it did, I cannot but 
ascribe it entirely to the impression made 
oa her mind by witnessing the other two in 
their disease. 

In regard to the fatal case of hysteria, it 
was the first instance I ever saw of hysteria 
proving fatal. In' general, hysteria is a 
very innocent disease. It is troublesome— 
it is very annoying, or ought to be very an- 
noying to a woman certainly, to make such 
au exhibition of herself as they do in a fit 
of hysteria ; but I never knew it dangerous 
or fatal in my life before. In that young 
lady certainly was of an inflammatory 
character; the pulse was quick, tbb skin 
hot, and the tongue dry and white. Anti- 
inflammatory measures were freely had re- 
course, to, and she was considerably better. 
She frequently talked intelligibly after- 
wards ; she was seldom, indeed, for any 
length of time, unconscious of what passed 
around her, but at length she became torpid, 
a degree of stupor supervened ; she was 
unconscious of what went on ; she had a 
kind of muttering, and an inflammation of 
both hands and wrists came on, and we 
thought (the medical gentleman who, con- 
stantly attended her, and I myself) that a 
fluctuation could be perceived; however, 
when this was the case, the pulse was ex- 
ceedingly feeble and fluttering, and to have 
made an incision there would have been 
altogether useless — at any rate when the 
thing was mentioned before the family, a 
determination to prevent auy-thing of the 
sort was expressed, and she died . in a few 
hours afterwards. Unfortunately, no ex- 
amination of the body took place, and I do 
not, therefore, know what was the internal 
state. 

But I should mention that since then I 
have known another case of hysteria which 
proved fatal; one which I did not attend, 
but the circumstances of which were related 
to me, and 1 was present at the examina- 
tion of the body. I believe those gentle- 
men who attend my lectures on the prac- 
tice of medicine have heard me detail this 
case, but I am sure they will pardon my 
mentioning the circumstances here again, 
on account of its very extraordinary nature. 

Two young ladies of a very nervous die* 
position, of very active minds — very excit- 
able feelings — twins, had for some yeats 
been subject to fits of hysteria — choking 
and convulsions, and in the fits they would 
continually be seized with a motion of the 
head and arms regularly occurring in accu- 
rate time, and accompanied by the words 
“ tic — tic” — just like a clock. This 
would Bometime* bo with wnaibility, aad 
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Sometimes uricowciouely. So&etipBes tbej her some, and she ate it ravetloosly, and 
would be eonectous of it, and would say, then went off again. I was once present 
“ Now bene is the tie owning again, but I when she became conscious, and evinced by 
cannot help it.” And now and then they moaning and moving her arms that she 
would say in distinct words, “ I cum/’ *' I wanted something ; she shook hands with 
cun,” or hi cum, ha cum, I do not know »U around her, with me among the rest, and 
which, and what it meant I do not know ; I am Sure was perfectly conscious of her 
but they both at last fell into a sort of trance situation, but in a few minutes she wont 
into a state of perfect insensibility, as off again, 
though they were in a deep aleep, but with- Now, I allude to these cases for the pur- 
ont any snoring, and the breathing was pose of showing that hysteria is sometimes 
■stand, though feint. It was not an apo- fatal. The sister whom I did not see alive, 
plecttc state, but really a state of sleep, and who lay dead in the house, had, after 
and this continued fora length of time. One being kept a fortnight, undergone very little 
of them died, and I was sent for to the other; change; it was thought right to open the 
there was then preeent a symptom very body, but nothing could be observed ex- 
common in by stetics, extreme sensibility of cept extreme paleness. I never saw the 
the sutfece of the trunk, so that the slightest membranes of the brain— the pia mater par- 
touch gave her exquisite pain, caused her to ticularly, more destitute of blood ; and the 
groan and nearly shriek, and say hicum a brain itself was excessively exangueous. 
few times, and then the bead to begin mov- The general character is the same exactly 
ing from aide to side, and the hands and with that extraordinary disease called cata • 
forearms to semi-rotate in regular time, the iepsy ; I believe catalepsy is a variety of 
motion being accompanied by the words, hysteria. As in hysteria, so in catalepsy, 
tic— tic, tie — tic, the second word tic being thp patient ia generally a little sensible, 
pronounced, as usual, some notes lower than though insensible in a very high degree, 
the first. This morbid sensibility oftbe sur- You can mould them into any form. If you 
face has frequently been mistaken for in- place them upon their back and raise one 
iammation : but it is a state of the sentieut leg, they lie with that leg raised : so 
nerves. If I opened her eyes they remain- with the arms. This is a disease which 
•d so for a minute, fixed as if she was look* very few people have seen ; I have never 
ing at something on the left of her, and then seen it myself ; but it occurs, like hysteria, 
the eyelids quietly shut. Seeing her lie in most frequently in women. Like hysteria 
this trance, in which I was told she had it will come on in paroxysms. It likewise 
been for a considerable time, I recommend- agrees with hysteria in this, that generally 
ed that she should be well nourished. Wine it is only a troublesome complaint, but 
nnd strong broth were got down, and when sometimes is of a fatal nature. There was a 
•he appeared sinking, large quantities of sul- case in this hospital last year, I did not see 
paste of quinine. But at one time there it, from a paroxysm never happening when I 
was such debility that when a teaspoon-ful was in the house, for some weeks, and was 
of wine or soup was put into the mouth, we considered to be a case of catalepsy without 
bed to squeeze the larynx at the arytenoid any deception ; it occurred in a woman, and 
cartilages, to cause irritation enough lo pro- the fits came on at irregular periods; she 
dwse deglutition. In this way, and by the was fully unconscious at the time, and 
extreme assiduity of the gentleman who might be- moulded into any shape. She 
regularly attended her — who, in feet, gave went out well, I believe, or at least no worse 
bimself entirely up to the case, and staid than when she came in. 

With her day and night, feeding and watch- There is a case described by Dr. Ileber- 
ing her, she survived. * At the end of three den which occurred at this Hospital, and 
weeks I saw her again. Since my first visit which he came here to see. You will find 
fulness of the head had taken place, indi- it stated in his Commentaries . It occurred 
oated by heat, and by throbbing of the tern- in a woman. The paroxysm usually came 
pies ; it was found necessary to apply on morning and evening, and lasted from 
leeches, and at the end of some weeks from one to three hours ; but upon one occasion 
this time even, the was still alive though the paroxysm lasted twelve hours. It would 
•till in a trance. During this time she come on suddenly, the pulse and breathing 
had once or twice half awakened for a few remaining natural ; the eye was fixed as 
minutes; in one of these moments of con- though looking at spme object, and the arm 
sciousness she made motions as if she would remain as it was placed for twenty 
Wanted to write, and they gave her a pencil, minutes together, and it once did so for one 
and sire wrote down distinctly what she hour, precisely as if it belonged to a statue, 
wanted in regard to her affairs, and went off and it would sustain seven pounds weight, 
again into her slumber. On another oCca- The jaWB were shut, and it was observed, 
sion she became conscious and opened her that if the nostrils were closed, the lips 
inegth aaifshe wanted food} they gave opened, and a respiratory effort was made, 
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After a time there wm nearly, but not per- 
fectly, complete insensibility, and generally 
in hysteria the insensibility is incomplete. 
It was noticed that a slight winking occur- 
red on the approach of the finger to the eye, 
and that a contraction of the iris occurred 
on the approach of a candle. Dr. Gregory, 
I recollect, used to mention a case of cata- 
lepsy that occurred from mental distress, in 
a lady whose history resembled the affect- 
ing tale of Isabella in the Fatal Mat'riage , 
and she appeared insensible except when 
her child was brought to her, and then faint 
signs of perception instantly took place. In 
a case not exactly of catalepsy, but in some 
degree of analogous nervous affection, — of 
trance, mentioned I think in the Psycholo- 
gical Magazine , a young lady lay so long 
senseless and without any sign of life, that 
she was not only laid out, but laid in her 
coffin, and at length, while they were plac- 
ing the lid upon it, a general sweat from 
horror broke out upon her, and revealed 
that she was still alive. She recovered, and 
declared that she had been sensible to things 
around her all the while, though unable to 
move a feature. What was the result of the 
other case I do not kuow, that is not men- 
tioned by Dr. Heberden ; but that catalepsy 
is sometimes fatal is proved beyond doubt. 
A deserter who was caught, suddenly 
shrieked, lost his voice, and became im- 
moveable and unconscious ; he then became 
cataleptic ; neither ate nor drank, nor dis- 
charged urine nor faeces, and died in twenty 
days. 

Now, I think it is important that you 
should know there are cases of this descrip- 
tion, because both catalepsy and hysteria 
are for the most part devoid of danger ; both 
you find prove fatal occasionally. I never 
knew, till within these few months, a case 
of hysteria prove fatal. One within that 
time has proved fatal in my own practice, 
and I was present at the post-mortem ex- 
amination of another. 

There is a case of hysteria in my female 
ward, illustrating another variety of the dis- 
ease, unaccompanied by singing, but where, 
besides the Tegular symptoms of hysteria, 
the right side of the body is much more 
affected than the left, so that in the fit the 
action of the muscles of the face on the right 
side draw the left side of the face in such 
a way that you would imagine the patient 
to be paralytic on the left side. The right 
hand is clenched, with the thumb bent 
in upon the palm, the abductor pollicis 
acting so powerfully, the right arm drawn 
violently behind, the right leg drawn back, 
and the right foot turned in. In this case 
other muscles are affected, so that the girl, 
who 1 understand could speak very well J 
before the disease presented itself, can speak I 
aow but very imperfectly ; for instance, 


for •« so,** she will say “ toe;** for “ yes/* 
“ yet and so on. She speaks exactly as 
many children do who have defects in their 
speech; this is entirely the effect of the 
disease. The mind too is frequently in this 
disease peevish and silly, and so it is in 
this girl — this woman rather, for she ia 
twenty-five years of age — she answers ab- 
ruptly and snappishly ; she has had the 
complaint for two years. In her, l believe, 
there is no doubt the disease has arisen 
from disappointed attachment; I believe 
there has been a little love in her case. I 
understand that she has a sweatheart (as 
most women have before they are five-and- 
twenty), but that that sweatheart is two 
hundred miles off, a calamity quite sufficient 
to make any girl go into fits. ( Laughter .) 
However, she is already considerably better. 
1 had her cupped on the loins to a pint, and 
ordered her an injection every day, coosist- 
i ing of three ounces of the oil of turpentine 
and a pint of gruel. She has been cupped 
at the occiput also to a pint, and the fits 
have become much less violent and leas 
frequent, and the menses have appeared 
after not occurring for three months. It 
was not the cessation of the menses that 
caused this disease, for she has had the 
disease two years, and they had only ceased 
for two or three months. Immediately after 
the cupping and the very first injection, the 
right hand opened completely, although it 
had been closed, as I said, for a fortnight 
before she came here. She will be soon 
perfectly well. 

I may mention here, that formerly it was 
supposed that a great number of diseaaes 
arose from suppressed discharges and sup- 
pressed irritations ; it seemed never to be 
thought that the occurrence of another dis- 
ease might put a stop to a natural discharge,, 
and to a morbid discharge or irritation. Now, 
I think there can be no doubt, that in very 
many cases, perhaps in the greater number 
in which the suspension of the catamenia 
takes place, and other complaints appear, it 
is not the cessation that occasions the other 
disease, but the occurrence of tbs other dis- 
ease that causes the cessation. With re- 
spect to eiuptive diseases, diseases of the 
skin, you know, very well it frequently hap- 
pens, that in scarlet fever, or the measles, 
for example, the eruption will not oome 
forth, or will decline too soon. It was gene- 
rally supposed there was a defect in the 
power of the constitution iu all those cases, 
and an indication that stimulants should be 
given. I believe we ewe it to the French, 
and perhaps particularly to Broussais, that 
we now know, that when cutaneous erup- 
| tious do not come forth at the proper time 
lit is generally owing to an internal inflam- 
mation — certainly more frequently to in- 
flammation in the cheat or abdomen than 
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an v- tMng else, and that the best mode of 
bringing oat the eruption is to subdue the 
internal inflammation. So it is with respect 
to a great many instances of the cessation 
of a disease, or the cessation of a discharge. 
If another disease, if a new excitement of 
the system takes place, you may expect 
that an action which previously existed in 
the body will not go on so vigorously as it 
did before ; that a chronic eruptive com- 
plaint may disappear, the catamenia may 
stop, or the discharge from a sore leg may 
dry up. Certainly I think the occurrence 
of a new disease within the system is quite 
as frequently the cause of the cessation 
of discharges both morbid and natural, 
and of tire cessation of many diseases of 
irritation, as that the sudden suppression 
of discharges — the sudden cessation of 
discharges from a disease and irritation 
which previously existed, gives rise to 
the new diseases. This is very important 
in pathology, for if in every ease where the 
catamenia have stopped ana another disease 
has begun, we were merely to direct our 
attention to the forcing back of the menses, 
we should very often fail ; whereas by at- 
tempting to cure, and by curing the new 
disease, the catamenia will return as a mat- 
ter of coarse, though while subduing the 
other disease, it might be sound practice 
also to endeavour to excite them. You know 
that when an acute inflammatory disease 
takes place, the bowels, for example, will 
become very much torpid, the natural func- 
tions of the alimentary canal will cease or 
diminish, so that costiveness is a common 
circumstance in many acute diseases. So 
it is precisely with the catamenia, and often 
with discharges from issues and sore legs. 
You know that when a person has a sore leg 
discharging profusely, if an inflammation of 
the lungs or brain occurs, the sore imme- 
diately puts on a different appearance, the 
discharge perhaps lessens and dries up. 
Now, it is not the cessation of the discharge 
from the leg that causes the complaint in 
that case, but the complaint that causes the 
cessation. These things were once but little 
known ; one side of the question only was 
viewed by most oldf writers, and I think that 
side is less frequently in fault than the side 
to which they did not look ; consequently 
they took too limited a view of such cases, 
and were often wrong in their practice. 


DISEA8ED HEART. 

There was a case presented, Gentlemen, 
of affection of the heart, which was exceed- 
ingly interesting from the good that was 
done. A large number of diseases of the 
heart are undoubtedly of an inflammatory 
character; they begin at inflammation of 
the pericardium and heart, and the organic 
affection which remains is merely the conse- 


quence of the previous inflammation. There 
are others of an opposite character, which 
are attended by debility of the whole con- 
stitution ; with flabbiness of the muscles and 
paleness of the face, which are. removed or 
lessened, we will say, by the opposite plan 
of treatment. 

The case to which I allude, was that of 
a woman admitted on the 13th of January. 
She was 43 years of age, was anasarcous ; 
the face was swelled, the legs were swelled, 
and there was a strong action of the left 
ventricle of the heart over a considerable 
space. At the moment you felt the stroke 
of the heart, and felt the pulse, a bellows- 
sound was heard, which every now and then 
became the sound of a saw. It was ge- 
nerally a bellows-sound, hut now and then 
the hello ws-sound became very shrill, ex- 
actly like that of a fine saw. She had suf- 
fered from palpitation for four years, though 
she said she had been ill only six months. 
She was pale, and on feeling the arm the 
muscles were quite flabby. My impression 
was, that if I bled this woman and put her 
on low diet, I should certainly have in- 
creased the mischief. I could not but be- 
lieve that this was a case of dropsy, arising 
from disease of the heart, attended with de- 
bility and flabbiness of its texture. With 
respect to the state of the heart, I con- 
ceived, that as it heat over a very consider- 
able space, and, as there was a dull sound 
to unusual extent, upon percussion of the 
cardiac region, that it was dilated. If the 
heart is merely hypertrophied and not dilat- 
ed, you have not much extent of dull sound ; 
if it is dilated, then the dulness on percus- 
sion is extensive. There was evidently 
obstruction to the passage of the blood into 
the aorta; hut it was impossible to say 
whether that obstruction arose from con- 
striction of the aortic opening, or the dilated 
state of the left ventricle. The latter might 
be quite sufficient to account for the symp- 
toms : the cavity having become too large 
relatively for the natural dimensions of the 
aortic opening. I am satisfied that there 
was dilatation, as well as thickening of the 
heart, hut the disease was not of an inflam- 
matory character ; on the contrary, it was 
a disease of debility. 

I gave her strengthening medicine ; I ex- 
hibited iron ; hut that she might have some- 
thing, on account of the dropsical effusion, 
that tended to increase the discharge hy 
the kidneys and by the bowels, she took the 
tartrate of iron in treacle — two drachms of 
the ferrum tartarizatum three times a day. 
In two or three days 1 made it three drachms 
three times a day, and in two or three days 
more, half an ounce three times a day. By 
this time she began to make a considerable 
quantity of water, indeed the quantity of 
water was increased more or less after the 
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third day from her admission.' The bowels, 
too, became exceedingly purged from the 
ferrom tartarizatum and the treacle. While 
dhe had these discharges, however, ahe re- 
gularly gained strength, so far from becom- 
ing weakened. The palpitation of the heart 
declined — the dyspnoea diminished — the 
sound of the* left ventricle of the heart less- 
ened from a sawing sound to only a bellows- 
sound. She could lie on either side, from 
having been able to lie only on the right 
She became much stronger, and likewise 
regained her colour. However, as the me- 
dicine was purging her too actively, the 
dose was reduced to two drachms three 
times a day ; and as I was anxious that 
though she should not be purged excessive- 
ly, site should have as much of the iron as 
possible, I gave her, in addition to the two 
drachms of the ferrum tartarizatum, two 
drachms of the subcarbonate of iron, mixed 
with each dose. The oedema went entirely 
away ; she felt much stronger on the 25th of 
January (having been admitted on the 13tb), 
and in every respect better. When she 
came in, she was so ill that she could not 
walk ; she was imrnediately put to bed, and 
I almost thought that there she would lie till 
she died; but on the 8th of February, the 
report says She felt quite strong and quite 
well. No oedema of any part, no dyspnoea, 
no palpitation : but of course the heart was 
not cured ; on listening, I still perceived a 
hellows-sound, hut there was such a diminu- 
tion of it and of all the symptoms, that she 
thought herself well, found herself strong, 
and went about and looked rosy, and would 
be treated as a sick woman no longer, but 
*ent home. When dilatation of the heart 
arises merely from its texture having be- 
come Soft and flabby, I have no doubt it 
may sometimes be cured. Voluntary mus- 
cles, from being very relaxed, soft, and 
flabby, do every day become, by strengthen- 
ing the system, firm and hard again. This, 
therefore, may happen in the case of the 
heart, and if the flabbiness of the heart has 
given rise to dilatation (and dilatation is 
most frequently attended by softness of the 
heart) if not united with, and resulting from, 
hypertrophy), this dilatation may cease on 
the return of tone. Dr. Piorry says, that by 
means of percussion on the plessimetre, he 
has ascertained the fact of a dilated heart 
, recovering its natural dimensions. 

The case was very satisfactory, because 
the treatment of diseases of tire heart is, for 
the most part, difficult ; if you cannot dis- 
cover tenderness, if you cannot make out a 
decided local inflammation : if you cannot 
make out any fblnesa of the system, the 
utmost yon can do is to palliate the symp- 
toms, and to increase the quantity of urine, 
if any effusion have taken place. But I be- 
lieve, if there is reason to suppose there A 


great debility of the heart, flabbineas of the 
muscles, paleness of the surface, and if the 
heart is found dilated, and we see consider- 
able effusion, under these circumstances a 
great deal of good may be done by giving 
preparations of iron* They are mentioned 
by acme foreign writers, and I have seem 
very much good done by tbeir administra- 
tion. Of all the preparations,, I consider 
tbe tartrate is one of the best, on account of 
its having no tendency, when given in trea- 
cle, to oonstipate the bowels, but rather to 
open them freely, and keep up a discharge 
also from the kidneys. I think this was one 
of the most satisfactory cases I ever treated. 
A few yean ago, I certainly should have 
been quite at a loss la such tease. I should, 
perhaps, have applied leeches, or given s 
quantity of mercury, or only diuretics ; at 
any rate 1 should have palliated only, and 
that in a very imperfect manner, or perhaps 
done barns, and eertainly should have omit- 
ted this very important remedy. 


ANEURISM OF THE AORTA IN A FEMALE. 

Only four cases have been admitted since 
our last lecture : two in females. One a case 
of ohronic bronchitis, or rather of acuto- 
chronic bronchitis, which had existed for 
two months, and where there was a sonorous 
rattle in various parts of the cheat. But 
the other was a cate of aneurism of the aorta* 
Aneurism of the aorta is a disease which we 
very seldom sea in women ; but I think you 
wili agree with me, that though it is rare in 
females, the patient whom you shall pre- 
sently see, really labours under tbe diseMe. 

Her name is Ann , she is 31 years of 

age, and has been ill two years. Her pulse 
on admission was rapid, 136, full and strong. 
Thera was a strong and diffused pulsation at 
tbe cartilages of tbe right lower true ribs, a 
constant cough, and some mucous expecto- 
ration. The week before her admission, ahe 
had spit up blood. Where the pulsation is 
observed, there is tome tumefaction and 
great tenderness. At all times sbe has shoot- 
ing pricking pains there, nod likewise pain 
in the right shoulder and down to the elbow. 
This is a perfeotly well-marked case of the 
disease. Whenever the aneurism arrives at 
a certain size, I have noticed pricking pains 
to take place.. 1 presume that they arise 
from the inflammation going on exteriorly to 
the artery, producing adhesions between the 
vessel and the neighbouring parts, and pro- 
ducing adhesions after the vessel is obstruct- 
ed between more exterior parts in succes- 
sion ; a beautiful provision of nature, that 
life may be preserved as* long as possible. 
There is extreme tenderness of course also, 
through this same inflammatory process. 
She bas an ashing in the right shoulder. 
As such an aneurism goes to the right aide. 
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I hare usually observed pains in the right 
extremity, pains about the scapula, clavi- 
cle, axilla, and down the arm ; and here the 
pain extends as low as the elbow. With 
respect to the constant cough, there can be 
no doubt that that arises from the inflam- 
mation which is set up in the lungs imme- 
diately in contaot with the aneurism. The 
longs of course are glued to the aneurism, and 
the broncliiae are inflamed. She has spitting 
of blood ; a degree of bronchitis is esta- 
blished, from the inflammation going on 
around the aneurism, the mucous mem- 
brane suffering also, being excited into an 
inflammatory and ' haemorrhagic state. She 
fyas, 1 need not say, great dyspnoea on mov- 
ing. She is also very oostive, and says her 
motions are black. The catamenia are quite 
regular, and at the time of her admission 
were present. She cannot lie on the left 
aide ; she lies on the right aide, and lies 
easier there than even on her back. I believe 
this circumstance arises from two causes ; 
first, that when she lies on the left side, 
there is a dragging down to the left side of 
the parts that are adhering and diseased ; 
and, secondly, that if she lies on the left side, 
the heart beats the more violently,as it always 
must, if hypertrophied, or even merely ex- 
oited, against the ribs, from its closer proxi- 
mity to them when we lie on the left side, 
and dtps increases the inconvenience. That 
there is disease of the heart, I have no doubt, 
and I am sure it ia hypertrophied to a certain 
extent ; for it beats violently in the left part 
of the cardiac region, without any noise ; 
k gives a violent blow on the ribs, and that 
blow would be quite sufficient to make it 
painful for her to lie on the left side. 

With respect to the bronchitis, there is 
sonorous rattle as well as expectoration. 
The chief seat of the pulsation ia between 
the fourth and the sixth right ribs near the 
sternum. If you put your lingers upon the 
space between the fourth, fifth, and sixth 
riba, you will find the pulsation very great 
there. 

Causes . — I can have no doubt that the 
disease has arisen from violent exeroise. 
Many of the diseases of the heart and arte- 
ries arise from inflammation, which pro- 
ceeds from causes connected with rheuma- 
tism. Some again take place merely from 
an inexplicable disposition to organic dis- 
ease of the coats, and chiefly of the lining 
membranes of the aorta, and of the lining 
membrane of the heart. But sometimes 
you will see disease of those parts arise 
from excessive muscular motion. This woman 
has led what one might consider a very un- 
natural life for a woman. She has travelled 
with her husband over the country as a sort 
of saleswoman--- selling articles, and fi re- 
cently walking eighteen or twenty miles a 
ay, nnd.yery oftenin billy countries. 


I need not say that a case of this kind 
can have but one termination. But great 
relief may be obtained by purging, keeping 
the patient perfectly at rest and upon low 
diet, and resorting to repeated bleedings. I 
bled her, when the was admitted, to about 
twenty ounces; and next day the pulse 
was reduced to 120; the breathing was 
better, and she was much easier. The 
cough continued, and I ordered her another 
venesection to twenty ounces, and house 
medicine to be taken every day. I have 
desired that she may be brought in, fo{ 
some gentlemen may wish to inspect her, 
who may not have the opportunity of seeing 
the case again. 

[The patient was now brought in, and the 
pupils severally had an opportunity of ex- 
amining the tumour.] 

I conclude that, in this case, the aneu-. 
rism must rise from the aorta, just after it 
has left the pericardium* If the aneurism 
occurs within the pericardium, it generally 
bursts before it has attained any consider- 
able sise. You know that, in the peri- 
cardium, there are no means for the aorta 
to form adhesions around ; it therefore sim- 
ply distends ; there is nothing for it to ad- 
here to, heing loose like the heart ; after 
the external ooat has been dilated to a 
certain extent, the vessel gives way. The 
usual coarse of the cpmplaint is for the in* 
ternal and middle coats, or both, to split, 
and then for the blood to be diffused below 
the external coat ; end it will extend this, 
and the patient live for some weeks — or, 
for what I know, a few months. But at 
last, as the escape of the blood becomes, 
greater and greater, the external coat is 
more and more distended, till it suddenly 
gives way, and the patient die* in a mo- 
ment. 

I bis is a drawing [exhibiting it] taken 
from a patient of mine, a woman in the 
hospital, who came in for another com* 
plaint — pain in the head, and for which she 
hadleeeltea applied. Within a few (tours 
after her admission, while the leeches were 
applying, she fell beck and died as if she 
had been shot. You will observe that here 
the artery is split just as it arises from the 
heart; here are the internal and middle 
coats of the aorta together ; they have split 
transversely ; the blood was effused under 
this the external coat. Thus external effu- 
sion into the pericardium was prevented 
from taking place for a considerable time. 
In one part of the inside of tbe external 
ooat, you see regular layers of fi brine— layer 
upon layer. The external coat was pro- 
digiously distended, and at last a crack 
through it took plaoe longitudinally— the 
very reverse direction of the split in the 
internal and Buddie coats* Whence a*r 
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ternal thus gave way, slie of course died in 
a moment. 

It is very curious that the same thing 
occurred in George the Second. You will 
find the account of that king's death in the 
Transactions of the Roynl Society. He 
died of a rupture of the right ventricle of 
the heart ; but they found the aorta exactly 
in the first stage of the state in which this 
woman's was ; that is to say, the internal 
and middle coats had ruptured ; there was 
a large coagulum under the external coat 
which had not given way ; and if his heart 
had not ruptured, he would have died in a 
few weeks I presume, from rupture of the 
external coat of the aorta itself. 

This, therefore, is not an aneurism of the 
aorta, so low down as to be within the 
pericardium ; it is an aneurism of the aorta 
soon after it has left the pericardium. I 
conclude this from its situation. You ob- 
serve the chief part of the tumour — the 
most prominent part of it, is between the 
cartilages of the fourth and sixth true 
ribs. The disease sometimes takes place 
higher up ; it sometimes takes place at the 
arch ; and when at the arch, sometimes at 
the superior part of it, and sometimes at 
the anterior part of it. If the disease were 
situated in the arch itself, there would be a 
tumour formed much higher up, or perhaps, 
indeed, just above the sternum ; but it must, 
therefore, be situated, no doubt, in the as- 
cending aorta, not in the arch itself, for the 
tumour to be in the situation in which yon 
see it in this case. This,' of course, will at 
length rupture. There is no probability of 
death from its pressing upon the oesophagus 
or trachea ; probably from the extreme ten- 
derness at its prominent part, rupture will 
take place there into the pleura, and she 
will die of haemorrhage. The rupture of 
the thoracic aorta must frequently take 
place into the left pleura, but sometimes 
into the oesophagus, sometimes into the 
pulmonary artery, and sometimes into the 
substance of the lungs and various other 
parts, but generally it takes place into the 
left pleura. 

Diagnosis.— Now when the disease has 
not advanced as it has done in this woman, 
I believe it to be a very difficult thing in- 
deed to recognise it. I do not pretend 
myself to be able to recognise an aneurism 
of the aorta before it has produced a tu- 
mour, or strong pulsation in some one part. 
There is a French writer (Dr. Bertin) who 
says it may be discovered by applying the 
stethoscope over the sternum. He says, 
that even when it has not given rise to any 
tumour or pulsation that may be felt , you 
may hear a pulsation under the sternum, 
and that he has three times thus discovered 
the disease before it had produced any tu- 
mour, *r any external pulsation at all. Whe- 


ther he was fortunate in those cases, or 
whether he was justified in the first instance 
in saying they were aneurism of the aorta, 
I do not know. 

Symptoms. — Respecting the symptoms, I 
believe that what you have beard this 
woman say [sAe merely answered questions 
corroborating the Doctor* s statement made 
before she was called in], and wbat I have 
detailed from the case-book, agree with 
what I have mentioned in the book I have 
published upon these diseases. I have said, 
“ There is frequently cough, mucous and 
bloody expectoration ; dysphagia ; dyspnoea, 
even orthopnoea ; attacks of spasmodic suffo- 
cation ; pain in the right shoulder, axilla, 
inner side of the arm, in the course of the 
nerves, which may be tender, and up the 
right side of the neck and hand. Pricking 
pains may be felt in the tumour." These she 
experiences severely. — I bad a patient 
labouring under tbis disease whose axilla 
was so tender from an aneurism of the aorta 
that lie could not bear it pressed upon. 

With Tespect to the situation of the 
tumour, 1 have said, — <* When a certain 
size is attained by an aneurism of the ascend- 
ing aorta, a tumour is usually found at tbe 
fifth and sixth ribs of the right Bide ; when, 
at the anterior part of the arch, the tumour 
is at tbe third and fourth of the right side ; 
when at the superior part of the arch, it is 
above the sternum and clavicles. The 
strongly pulsating character of the tumour 
shows its nature, even should the tumefac- 
tion subside considerably for a time, as hap- 
pened by repeated venesection in three cases 
of this disease that I treated, and in one of 
which tbe tumour once actually pointed.*' 
This case, in which the tumour pulsated, 
was ono in which I expected rupture to take 
place within a week or two ; but by repeated 
bleedings, the tumour that was not ouly 
very large, but had begun to be pointed — 
receded, and at last the part became level. 
This patient, however, died suddenly, when 
in about six or eight months afterwards be 
came into the hospital a second time, of rup- 
ture into the left pleura. But from lessen- 
ing the volume of blood in the system, 
the tumour became so much reduced, that 
though a strong pulsation existed, still 
the part became quite level; therefore 
I was not surprised to bear a gentleman 
remark this morning, in examining the 
patient whom you have just seen, that 
he thought the tumour in the present in- 
stance was less than at tbe woman's ad- 
mission. She has lost forty ounces of blood 
since last Tuesday, been living low ever 
since, and that easily accounts for it. It 
must be mere conjecture how long this poor 
woman may live ; it may be a few weeks. 
Of coarse if she was to take violent exer- 
cise, she might soon die suddenly. If she 
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will consent to be kept quiet, and take low 
diet, she may live a considerable time—' 
that is, considerable compared with the 
time she would live, if she were to walk 
about. 

The other two patients admitted were 
men; one laboured under peritonitis, the 
other under acute rheumatism. 


PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE 

PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT 

OP 

DEAFNESS. 

No. IV. 

By John Fosbrokb, M,D ., Cheltenham. 

In cases of deafness, with obstruction of 
the Eustachian tube, the indistinctness of 
sounds and noises in the deaf ear are increas- 
ed apparently by the impulse of the air on 
the membrane of the tympanum being ren- 
dered more forcible from without, than when 
that membrane is counterpoised by the free 
access of air from the mouth of the Eusta- 
chian tube to the cavity of the tympanum. 
But the continuance of this noise after the 
external auditory canal is plugged, shows 
that it is owing but partially to this cause. 

Incapability of distending the membrane 
of the tympanum by closing the mouth and 
nostrils, and expiring forcibly, is no certain 
proof of permanent obstruction of the Eus- 
tachian tube, where that difficulty has oc- 
curred, aud also where plugging of the mea- 
tus externus has rendered the patient com- 
pletely deaf, I have passed properly* curved 
probes with the greatest facility from the 
nostrils into the cavity of the tympanum. 
When the Eustachian tube is clear, the deaf 
certainly hear best through the mouth, per- 
haps because the cavern of tbe mouth and 
the nasal cavities cause the sounds to come 
louder from that direction. But, also, in- 
ability to hear through the mouth is not 
always a proof of permanent obstruction of 
the Eustachian tube, for I passed the probes 
into the middle cavity of the ears of a gen- 
tleman, whose mem bran a tympani Sir A. 
Cooper had punctured, and who “ could not 
always hear a watch when placed in his 
mouth/* A patient may be able to perflate 
the tympanum at one time, and not at ano- 
ther. Dry and fine weather is most favour- 
able for it. 

Apparent obstruction of the Eustachian 
tube occurs very frequently in those cases of 
deafness which are connected with that state 
of chronic disease which consists in con- 
tinued and vitiated discharges of mucus 
from the mucous membrane of the bowels, 


with irregular determinations of blood to 
different parts of the body, and disordered 
nervous action. In these cases it is probable 
that an over- secretion of mucus from recip- 
rocal diseased action of the mucous mem- 
brane lining the tube of Eustachius may 
often preclude the approach of sounds to 
the internal ear by that avenue. 1 do not 
think that the deafness in these cases is 
always caused by local obstruction, for there 
isasense of tumult in the head, a con- 
fused and muddled state of mind, and con- 
comitant noise iu the ears. I published the 
following remarks five years ago on this sub- 
ject : — “ But in different individuals the 
hearing in this disease (the morbus muco- 
bus) is .powerfully acute, whilst in the ad- 
vanced stages some are almost deaf. The 
deafness is not always caused, as one would 
at first suppose, by obstruction in conse- 
quence of mucus being accumulated in the 
Eustachian tubes, or of occlusion of their 
pharyngeal apertures, for they have been 
pervious to inflation, when, in the more ad- 
vanced stages of the disease, the acoustic 
sense was greatly impaired. According to 
observation, both sight and hearing shall be 
preternaturally acute, or preternaturally dull 
in this disease, at different periods of its ad- 
vancement. When the eyes are morbidly 
susceptible, and noise and tumult in the 
head are complained of, the hearing at such 
times is more dull aud confused. It must 
he remembered that in diseases which in- 
volve the whole constitution, as well as par- 
ticular parts, of the human fabric, the ears, 
as possessing an eminent degree of organio 
sensibility, take a prominent place as to 
original susceptibility/* # 

It is a curious circumstance, that in these 
raucous cases, those nerves are chiefly, in- 
deed primarily, nffected, which arise from 
and about the tuber annulare, viz., the fifth 
pair, which supplies the appendages of the 
eyes, nose, teeth, and parts about the face, 
and the eighth and ninth (portio mollis and 
dura), the nerves of the parts of hearing and 
expression. 

In 1822, Mr. M., a general practitioner, 
came to Dr. Jenner on his own account, 
having the mucous disease with deafness. 
The deafness could not be traced to obstruc- 
tion of the Eustachian tube, or of the meatus 
auditoriu9, by inference from symptoms or 
the usual tests. He had a painful and per- 
manent headach, great dejection of mind, 
torpor of habit, and every symptom incident 
to those who pass vitiated mucus from the 
bowels. His mind had been under the in- 
fluence of the depressing passions some 
years. I attribute his deafness to the dimi- 
nution of energy which the sense of heating, 
as well as the brain and nervous system, had 


• Pathology of the Kidneys, p. 107. 1825. 
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undergone in oonieqnonoe. August, 18 <t% h 
I took these notes just as they stand, two 
years before I paid any particular attention 
to the subject of deafness. In June, 1825, 
Mr. M. called on me at Cheltenham $ his 
hearing and constitution had improved, but 
the susurrus aurium continued. 

There appears to be a morbid condition of 
the Eustachian tube of the same nature, 
which is purely local. In such cases I have 
found the Eustachian tube sometimes closed, 
sometimes open, sometimes extremely irri- 
table when touched with a probe, at others 
possessing little sensibility. The more irri- 
table thb membrane may be, so much the 
greater is the sense of cold and torpor of 
hearing. In such cases the membrane is 
lax and thickened, and clammy with an 
albuminous mucus, as far as I can judge 
from the introduction of the probe, and from 
observing this condition of the soft palate at 
the same time. Dr. Parry describes a spe- 
cies of deafness which he thinks cannot be 
imputed to torpor of the nervous system, 
the hearing being at ope time dull, at another 
too acute. * This species is connected with 
a morbid oondition of the Eustachian tube. 
u There is a common species of deafuess,’’ 
says he, •* of which Dr. James Sims has 
spoken, if not first, at least best, in an excel- 
lent memoir read before the Medical Society 
of Edinburgh. Like many other disorders 
of circulation, it is usually called nervous. 
It, however, seems evidently to arise from 
obstruction of the Eustachian tube. Accord- 
ingly, when it is simply of this kind, the pa- 
tient can hear well, when the tube is dis- 
tended by strong blowing, with the nose, 
mouth, and cheeks closely shut. He can 
usually aUo, atall times, hear acute sounds, 
but not the more grave ones. In this case, 
there is so far from being any real paralysis 
of the nerves that acute or very low sounds 
are even painful, and what demonstrates 
that this is a disease of increased vascular 
fulness, or impetus, t and not of nervous 
sensibility, is, that I have known it first 
removed on the occurrence, in the.respective 


# After hysteria, phreritis, and some other dis- 
eases, the hearing is often too acute ; the nerve is 
sometimes morbidly sensible after apoplectic affec- 
tions, which appears to denote too great fulness of 
the vessels of the head. A case of morbid irritability I 
of the auditory nerve following an apoplectic seizure, 
is related in the London Medical and Physical 
Journal , about 18*22. The late Dr. Jenner was 
similarly affected after his first apoplectic seizure, 
and incapable of bearing any “ clicking/* or sharp 
sounds without flushing of face, determination to 
the head, and great pain, for he sometimes put both 
Bis bands up to his head and rushed out of the room. 
It ceased a few days before his death, which arose 

h i "“h:s.h. p vi' g ectic “ izurei wwut sii ' in * 

+ Here, and in the remainder of the sentence. Dr. 
r. introduces his favourite doctrine, but I am not 
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examples, of hepatitis and hemiplegia, and 
return as those complaints were diminished 
[These facts agree with a case of deafness 
disappearing on the occurrence of a thoracic 
affection, which I have already related, and 
are instances of John Hunter's doctrine, that 
“ two actions," &o. — F.J — “ secondly, en- 
tirely cease in two instances, forty -eight 
hours before death ; and thirdly, completely 
cured for more than a year of the remainder 
of life by an accidental haemorrhage from the 
humeral artery. This species of deafness is 
very commonly produced by colds in the 
head, in which it is evidently owing to a 
communication of disorder from the mouth 
and nose along the membrane, which is con- 
tinued into the Eustachian tube. It is pro- 
bable, however, that, on many occasions of 
deafness, the malady is not confined to this 
part ; but it is worthy of inquiry, whether, 
tn such cases, the effect does not originate 
in a similar excessive impulse of blood acting 
on some other essential part of the organ of 
hearing." 

Diminution of nervous influence, and loss 
of animal heat, are observed, in cases of 

DEAFNESS WITHOUT DISCHARGE, in the tis- 
sues which line the Eustachian tubes, as 
well as in those of the external auditory 
passage. At the same time, the Eustachian 
tube may be excessively irritable to the touch, 
and more irritable on one side than the 
other. Obstruction of the Eustachian tnbe 
rarely occurs unconnected with other causes 
of deafness. M. Lallemand describes otor- 
rhrna of the Eustachian tube as the most 
rare and insidious variety of inflamma- 
tion of the ear with discharges. Dali 
pain in the aural region, fixed or shifting, 
constant or intermitting, tinnitus aurium, 
in a buzzing or cascade-like form ; hardness 
of hearing, increased to complete deafness, 
succeeded by sudden recovery, the two last 
phenomena being ascribed to the accumu- 
lation and discharge of matter from the 
tympanum ; a bitter taste, foetid breath, nau- 
sea, vomiting, expectoration, or violent 
coughing up of foetid matter; distaste of 
food, loss of appetite, emaciation and de- 
spondency, caries of the bones, cerebral 
affection, and death, mark the progress of 
the affection. The disease is generally as« 
crihed to the stomgch and lungs, and treated 
accordingly without effect. 

The ceruminous glands in deafness are 
generally torpid, or cease entirely to secrete, 
and, sometimes, instead of healthy wax, 
produce a thin fluid. The suspension of 
their secretion is said to cause deafness. 

I have known audition becomd gradually im- 
paired at the same time that the wax be- 
came very bard, nodulated, and small in 
quantity, whilst there was, at the same * 
time, some chronic soreness of throat, and 
pain in tha course of the Eustachian tube* 
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J« many eaies I have seen these glands much 
irritated by any mechanical stimulus; hence 
Professor Macartney conceives it best to 
let them alone when diseased. It is. sup- 
posed that the secretion of these glands is 
intended to prevent the intrusion and poi- 
son of insects. I do not believe the asser- 
tion, for numbers of persons whom I have 
known having dry porches experienced no 
such accidents. It is more probable that 
the moisture has something to do with the 
cooduot of sound ; in function, as well in 
health as in disease, they appear to act in 
concert with the other parts of the organ. 

Destruction of the membrane of the tym- 
panum causes different degrees of deafness, 
which are incurable. Cold air and moisture 
obtaining, in consequence, ready admission 
ioto the delicate iuterior structure of the 
ear, render the individual more obnoxious 
to catarrhs. The preservation of the inter- 
nal ear from the effects of cold is a most 
important use of this intercepting mem- 
brane. Deafness, when owing to this in- 
jury, may exist without noise in the head, 
except during the catarrh. Mr. Cruik- 
shanks observes, that when the membrane 
is perforated the hearing is irrecoverably 
lost, for the air, getting through the breach, 
so affects the delicate periosteum and mus- 
cles of the bones and the pulpy sacs, that 
the parts are rendered unfit to perform their 
functions, though in the same pnjje he ad- 
mits that the membrane has been destroyed, 
and that the small bones have come away 
without destroying the sense. I have seen 
three cases in which it was destroyed by 
external violence or disease : all these par- 
ties were deaf. A B irl of the name of Drum, 
set. 24, became deaf at the age of four years, 
in consequence of violent cold and sore throat. 
The catarrh was attended with a discharge 
from one of the ears, which — she could not 
say. She had always noise in the ears when 
labouring under a cold. The membrane of 
the tympanum had an old nicerated open- 
ing, through which, when affected with 
catarrh, she inspired, but not at other times. 
On the right side the Eustachian tube was 
permeable, and tbe m. t. uninjured. Both 
ears secreted bealthy cerum. Cold injec- 
tions caused violent heat and noise in the 
ears. Alteratives, counter-irritants, stimu- 
lants of ammonia and volatile oil, in short 
every means failed to benefit her hearing. 
A boy was brought to me from Presburgh, 
near Cheltenham, who had produced his 
deafness by partial destruction of the m. t. 
by introducing substances into tbe external 
porch, and exciting inflammation and ulcer- 
ation. 

Patients frequently observe that the ex- 
ternal auditory tube becomes contracted in 
deafness. It seems certainly to undergo 
some change of form, to wind in « move 


narrow and angular course towards the m. t» 
These changes may increase the reflection 
of sound from angle to angle, and concen- 
trate tbe impressions into a narrower focus at 
the drum. Ambrose Pare has a poetical 
theory of the passage of sound as affected 
by collision. “ Such a collision is spread 
over the air as the water, which, by the 
gliding touch of a stone, produces many 
circles and rings, one as it were rising from 
another. So as in rivulets running in a 
narrow channel, the water stricken, and, an 
it were, beatea back in its course against 
broken, craggy, and steep rocks, whirls 
about into many turnings, the collision of 
the beaten air flies back divers ways from 
acute and hollow roofed places.” 


NEW MINERAL RESIN. 

The last Number of Brewster's Edin- 
burgh Journal, contains an interesting no- 
tice by Mr. J. F. W. Johnstone, of Porto- 
bello, of a substance which he describes aa 
a new mineral resin, and which occurs 
amongst the refuse of an old lead mine in 
Northumberland. The author describes the 
mineral in the following terms • 

“ Colour . — Externally, red of various 
shades, black, and sometimes pale yellow, 
approaching to the colour of amber. Inter- 
nally, red, or brownish- red, except in the 
yellow rarieties, and by transmitted light of 
a brilliant deep-red colour. It yields to the 
knife, but is hard, brittle, and has a bright 
glassy small conchoidal fracture. The frag- 
ments are transparent, and the fractured 
surfaces exhibit a pale greenish tinge (an 
opalescence), which becomes more decided 
after the lapse of a few weeks ; the trans- 
parency at the same time diminishing in a 
slight degree. The specific gravity varies 
from 1.16 to 1.54 iu the dark-red varieties. 
In the flame of a candle it burns with consi- 
derable smoke, and an aromatic, slightly 
empyreumatic, odour, leaving a small coaly 
residuum. On the sand bath, in a close 
tube, it gives off a small quantity of a trans- 
parent, colourless, and highly volatile naph- 
tha, having a peculiar odour, resembling 
that of some kinds of strong cheese. Heated 
to 400°, it does not melt, but assumes a 
bright black colour, though, when broken 
into fragments, it still transmits a rich red 
light. Over a spirit-lamp it fuses, gives off' a 
colourless naphtha, a red empyreumatic oil, 
and leaves much charcoal. It is insoluble 
in water, and is very slightly acted on by 
alcohol or ether. By hot concentrated nitrio 
acid, it is slowly, but entirely dissolved. 
When rubbed, it exhibits strong negative 
electricity. Dr. Brewster informs me, that, 
like amber, it baa no no crystalline struc- 
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ture. This substance occurs along with 
brown spar (carbonate of iron), and carbon- 
ate of lime, either in the form of little drops 
on the surface of the brown spar, where 
cavities occur in the vein, or in the midst of 
the massive brown spar, as if it formed part 
of the solid stone. In one specimen it rests 
upon carbonate of lime, containing crystals 
of Galena, and is covered with a mass of 
brown spar." 

On the probable origin of this substance, 
Mr. Johnston offers some plausible specula- 
tions favourable to the Huttooian or pyrog- 
nostic theory concerning the formation of 
primary strata. He then observes 

M The only mineral resin resembling the 
present, of which I have seen any descrip- 
tion, is the mineral copal, or Higbgate resin, 
found at Higbgate in blue clay. The latter, 
however, melted by heat into a limpid fluid, 
a character which shows it to differ very 
much from that above-described. 

“ The vegetable origin of amber seems 
now established beyond dispute. The col- 
lection of embalmed insects belonging to the 
University of Upsala, or the equally splendid 
private collection exhibited by Dr. Berendt, 
of Dantzick, at the late meeting in Ham- 
burgh, appearing sufficient of themselves to 
convince ,the most sceptical. Yet it is not 
surprising that the occurrence of resinous 
substances like the foregoing, whose origin 
is incontrovertibly mineral, should be suf- 
ficient to lend plausibility to the opinion, 
that amber is of mineral origin also.” 

We believe the generic term of bitumen 
would be more appropriate to this substance 
than that of resin, inasmuch as one essential 
character of the latter class of compounds, 
viz. solubility in alcohol, is here absent. 


DREADFUL RAVAGES OF TITS CIIOLERA 
MORBUS IN ASTRACHAN. 

Though the cholera had made its appear- 
ance at the mouth of the Volga about six 
weeks ago, it was not till Friday the 30th 
July, that its being actually in the city was 
ascertained. Ho sooner was this made 
known to the public authorities, than a 
council was summoned to make the neces- 
sary arrangements for giving all possible 
medical aid, and directions to such as might 
be seized with it. Papers were instantly 
printed and circulated, with a statement of 
the precautions to be taken for avoiding the 
distemper, and a sketch of the means of cure 
to be employed in the first instance, till 
medical assistance could he procured, with 
a list of the names and places of residence 
of all the physicians in town : and that no 
delay might be occasioned among the poor 
who had not servants at command, the senti- 
nels, who are stationed night and day in all 


parts of the city, were instructed instantly 
to report the name and residence of the in-* 
dividuals seized with it. to the police officer* 
of the different quarters of the town, who, on 
their part, had orders to send the physician 
in waiting at the office, or if abseut to find 
one. At first it was whispered tbat the 
doctors and the council were making a 
greater noise about the cholera than the 
case demanded ; but a few days showed 
that it was not by any means a heedless 
alarm that had been sounded. In two or 
three days accounts poured in upon us from 
all quarters, from which it appeared that the 
disease was of a much more malignant and 
alarming nature than the cholet'a in 1323. 
Some were cut off almost instantaneously ; 
many in the course of two hours ; and with 
the exception of such as bad been instantly 
bled, it was said that most of those who bad 
been seized with it expired. On Wednesday 
Aug. 4, being the sixth day of the cholera, 
it made its appearance in the Mission House, 
in the case of our*friend Mr. Becker; on 
calling, I found him iu great agony, often 
convulsed in a most extraordinary manner; 
lie was seized about four o’clock, and in a 
few minutes past ten be expired. The next 
of our friends who fell a victim to the cho- 
lera, was Mrs. L . She was seized 

about nine o’clock on Saturday evening, and 
died in about twenty-four hours. Her bus- 

band, Mr. L (Serepta commissioner), 

died in the course of three or four days after, 
on his way to Serepta Colony, to which he 
was conducting his three motherless chil- 
dren ; his death took place on the aide of the 
public road, three stages from Astrachan. 
On Monday morning Mr.' J. S., who is now 
recovered, was reported to us as having been 
seized. I instantly called down, and was 
happy to find that having been bled with 
success, and taken other precautions, bis 
situation was not peculiarly alarming. About 
mid-day the governor’s son was seized with 
it, and expired before the close of day. The 
death of the governor's son on Monday was 
followed by that of the governor himself of 
the same disease on Saturday. 

Having thus giveu you a sketch of the pro- 
gress of the cholera in the circle of our En- 
glish and German friends, &c., in their indi- 
vidual or family capacities, permit me to 
bring the scene before you as s whole, 
which the progress of the cholera pre- 
sented to our view. In general, business of 
every kind was at a stand ; the bank sus- 
pended its operations ; in the bazaar not a 
whisper was to be beard, and scarcely a 
face to be seen ; even the cabacks (tippling 
houses) were abandoned, and a general 
gloom was spread over the countenances of 
the few solitary individuals that were to be 
seen walking through the streets. This 
gloom was heightened by their attitude— 
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moving; pensively along with handkerchiefs 
at their noses, perfumed with or containing 
camphor, to counteract the infection with 
which, it was supposed by medical gentle- 
men, the air was in a manner saturated. 
According to the best accounts, when the 
disease was at its height, the number of 
funerals on one particular day was 500, and 
on another day 480. More than a thousand 
were buried about that time in a large sand- 
pit for want of graves, which could not be 
got dug so fast as required, nor at a rate 
that the poor could afford to pay for them, 
twenty-five rubles being demanded for each. 
Such a time we have never seen, nor do I 
suppose that such a time was ever before 
seen in Astrakhan. On the roads leading to 
the burial-grounds which are out of the city 
scarcely any-thing was to be seen from 
morning to night but funeral processions. 
During its progress more thau sixty officers, 
from the governor of the city, the com- 
mander of the fleet, &c. downwards, fell 
victims to it, and the number of the dead of 
all descriptions in the city aloue (the resi- 
dent population of which is not more than 
40,000), is calculated at about'6000 indivi- 
duals, besides 1000, or, according to some, 
nearly 2000 of those from the interior of 
Russia, that were passing the summer here, 
and fled to the towns and villages up the 
Volga, in the hopes of escaping it. Of these, 
above forty were found lying on the road 
side unburied on the first three stages, till 
notice was given of the circumstance to the 
commanding officer of the district. But the 
greater part of the fugitives who fell victims 
to it, met their fate on the Volga. Nearly 
10,000, it is said, left the city in great con- 
fusion, and being ill- provided with food and 
other necessaries, were reduced to such in- 
describable hardships on their passage up 
the river, that Calmucks, on its banks, 
would have uo intercourse with them. It js 
said that one or more of the crews of these 
boats perished entirely from the cholera, 
and having none left to man them, were at 
last carried down the stream with the resi- 
due of the dead on board, and that in oilier 
cases the ravages were dreadful. From the 
above statements it would seem that a sixth 
or seventh part of the population of Astra-, 
chan, chiefly adults, have been cut of by the 
cholera ; and it is supposed that the one 
half of the adults have been more or less 
affected by it. Some children that were 
seized with it died ; but the proportion of 
these in comparison of adults was small. 

Mr. J. S ’s youugest child died of it, 

after having been abandoned by its nurse. 
The cholera is now as far up the Volga as 
Saratoff, and as far west as Kieb . — Abridged 
from the Scot • Mis, and Phil, Register, 


ON THE ASSOCIATION* OF MEDICAL PRACTI- 
TIONERS AT NEWCASTLE, AND THE ESTA- 
BLISHMENT OF SCALES OF MEDICAL FEES. 

To the Editin' of The Lancet. 

Sir, — When I invoked the assistance cf 
your pen in support of the objects of the 
Association of General Practitioners estab- 
lished in this place, you will readily believe 
that I anticipated not your opposition instead 
of your support ; that I little expected you 
to designate the principle of our proceedings 
unsound, aud to impute to us the very es* 
sence of monopoly. I have to thank you, 
however, for the readiness with which you 
have given a place in your Journal to the 
communication I sent you; and though I 
hope, with some confidence, that on the 
profession generally it will make a very dif- 
ferent impression from that expressed by 
yourself, yet knowing as 1 do the influence 
of your opinions on many of its members, 
I feel myself called upon to endeavour, 
either to alter your view of the subject by 
farther explanation, or to neutralise the 
effect it is calculated to produce iu prevent- 
ing the adoption of the course recommended 
by other practitioners throughout the king- 
dom. It does appear to me strange to ac- 
cuse the Association *bf monopoly, when, by 
one of its fundamental laws, every legal 
practitioner is not only admissible, but is 
actually invited to become a member; and 
surely you would not recommend us to in- 
vite the St. John Longs of the neighbour- 
hood to join our fraternity. Where then is 
the monopoly? It is as extended as the 
numbers of practitioners at least (and they 
are certainly not a few), and I am at a loss 
to know how its basis can be more extensive 
or more liberal ; it is neither our wish to 
limit the existing number of practitioners 
nor to prevent their increase. On the score 
of monopoly then I am able to see no want 
of soundness in the principle. But you say, 
“ It is further unsound, in its being an en- 
deavour to estimate the value of mental 
acquirement and skill by the gross inefficient 
test of a metallic standard.” Base, indeed, 
would be the attempt (muteri&list as 1 may 
be) to bring the intellectual exertions of a 
high aud noble mind into comparison with 
the glittering dross which is too frequently 
the effective stimulus to buraau efforts, and 
which has unfortunately become the medium 
of compensation for all human services. It 
is indeed a subject of deep regret that it 
should be so ; and of yet deeper regret that 
medical practitioners, however exalted may 
be their principles of action — however gene- 
rous and philanthropic, and disinterested 
their desire to save life and to relieve suf- 
fering— that those humane and enlightened 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



ON SCALES Of MEDICAL F4ES. -ATTENDANCE. 


7U 


men should yet need food and raiment, and 
wherewithal lobe lodged ; that those things 
are only to he obtained by means of gold, 
and that their only means of obtaining -the 
latter necessary ingredient in their inter* 
course with the world, is by receiving it in 
exchange for their professional services. If 
all this be true (as I fear it is, howsoever 
its truth may be deplored), where is the 
uasoundness of the principle, I would ask, 
which proposes to receive this golden com- 
pensation in direct exchange for the mental 
skill snpplied, instead of under the false 
pretence of a physical equivalent? You 
apeak of the lawyer’s fees as not being fixed 
by any regulations ; but still they receive 
fees (and pretty large ones too, as I believe 
is not unknown to yourself), and as the 
direct reward for their mental labours. As 
to the greater or smaller sum which any 
practitioner, whether a member or not of 
the Association, might choose to charge for 
his services, this must be regulated by his 
own ideas, by those of bis patients, by their 
power of rewarding him, and by his repu- 
tation ; it is neither our wish to limit nor 
to enhance the amount of compensation, 
but to place it on its proper ground, that it 
snay be a professional and not a trading 
■compensation. As to your remarks about 
young practitioners being deprived of the 
opportunity of making their way amongst 
the poorer classes of society, I confess I 
cannot see their pertinency. The scope 
given to our table provides amply for such 
cases, and in the preamble care was taken 
to protect them from suffering loss by any 
auch compromise of their interests. I have 
endeavoured to compress these remarks into 
the smallest possible compass, because they 
will thus more conveniently claim the at- 
tention of practitioners; I trust they may 
also induce you to reconsider the case, and 
that your view of it may alter. I believe 
you to be the sincere friend of the General 
Practitioner, and that you will have candour 
enough to confess that your remarks in The 
Lancet of last week were hasty and ill- 
considered, should they hereafter (as I can- 
not but believe they wHl) appear to you in 
that light. I shall watch for your further 
sentiments on the subject, and will prepare 
myself to reply to them should they be ini- 
mical to the views of our Association. In 
conclusion, I invite opinions from other 
quarters, which I will not doubt your rea- 
diness to insert in your Journal ; and that 
the true spirit of the Association may be 
fully understood, I would suggest to you 
the propriety of your publishing the code 
of laws for its regulation with which I fur- 
nished you. I remain, Sir, your very obe- 
dient servant. 


T. M. GreenhoW. 

Newcastle, Jan. 23 , 1831 , 


Tbs foregoing totter, though dated Jan, *3, 

did not reach us Until a few days back. We 
embrace the first opportunity of giving it in- 
sertion. Mr. Grernhow does as no more 
than justice, in believing that our remarks 
ware not dictated by a spirit of hostility to- 
wards the interests of the surgeon in. gene* 
ral practice whose cause we have advocated, 
and not we hope unsuccessfully, from the 
first moment that The Lancet appeared 
before the publie. 

With regard to the policy, and even tbb 
practicability, of the tC Regulations ** pro- 
posed by the Newcastle and Gateshead 
Association, our opinions remain un- 
changed, and Mr. Greenhow, without 
| being aware of the nature and extent Of 
his own convictions, formed by circum- 
stances in medical practice over which he 
neither has had, nor ever can have any 
control, concurs with us most fully in all 
that we have advanced on the Subject, when 
he says, that “ as to the greater or smaller 
sum which *kny practitioner^ whether a 
member Or not of the Association, might 
choose to charge for his services* this must 
be regulated by his own ideas, by those Of 
his patients, by their power of rewarding 
them, and by his reputation/’ 

Now, as it is not in the power of the As- 
sociation to .regulate the ideas of the prac- 
titioner, the reputation of the practitioner; 
or the pecuniary capabilities of the patient, 
how can definitive “ regulations’* for. spe- 
cific charges be rendered available in a 
profession like ours ? 

In eoneluaion, we may observe that our 
pages shall be open for the full discussion 
of this question. 


MEDICAL ATTENDANCE ON PAfetSH PAUPERS. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— Observing in I^ie Lancet, No. 
388, a letter from Mr. J* Hoare on the above 
subject, and having had* some little eape* 
rience in this matter, I bog leave to offer him, 
through the medium of the same useful and 
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excellent periodical, what little information 
I may have upon the subject of his claim, to 
which I will confine myself as closely as 
possible, the Bubject, generally, of medical 
attendance on parish paupers being too volu* 
ruinous for one communication. Indeed, it 
ought to be dealt with under different and 
distinct heads, as there is great room for 
amendment, and medical men have grievous 
causes of complaint, although I am willing 
to allow that in many instances they bring 
them upon themselves. 

I should presume that Mr. J. Hoare was 
not the medical attendant on the poor of the 
parish in which his patient lived. Did 
she apply to the officers of the parish in 
which she resided for medical assistance, 
or receive relief from thertl in any way 
whatever? If not, I conceive the amount 
of his bill becomes a private debt between 
the medical man and bis patient, as a per- 
son cannot be considered a pauper until 
applying for parochial relief. The proper 
course would have been for the patient to 
have applied for relief to the officers of the 
parish hi which she resided , which they 
are bound te give if required ; they wouid 
then (she having become chargeable to them), 
lor their own projection, swear her to her 
parish, and if she were unfit for removal, the 
order would be suspended until she became 
well. The patient having recovered, and 
the order being renewed, thd medical man 
is paid his just demand by the parish to 
which she legally belongs. Poor people 
who reside out of their parishes seldom like 
to apply to the officers for medical relief 
only because they know that they will be 
sworn to their parishes, and, as soon as 
they are able, removed home, to which, 
generally speaking, they have an insur- 
mountable objection. The consequence is 
that the medical man is called upon to 
attend (and from motives of humanity he 
cannot refuse) , without the remotest chance 
of remuneration. Had Mr. Hoare’s patient 
applied to the officers of the parish in which 
she resided, snd had they neglected to 
afford her relief, then I conceive he could 
have recovered every shilling for his attend- 
ance, &c., from the time of her application 
to them. I recolteet a case of this descrip- 
tion occurring a 'few years ago to Thomas 
Osbaldeston, Esq., sen., a bighly-reapect- 
able and talented practitioner in the town of 
Hatfield, Herts ; and I make no doubt should 
this meet his eye, he will not hesitate a mo- 
ment to afford the particulars ; it was tried 
about seven or eight years since at Hertford, 
and the medical man succeeded. The case 
wm “ Osbaldeston v. The Parish of St. 
Peter* s t St . Alban's, Herts.” Except at the 
particular request of the patient to the con- 
trary, the parish officera usually send their 
own contracting medical pauper attendant, 


who, it is well known, frequently contracts 
at a very low salary, calculating upon deriv- 
ing some considerable pecuniary advantage 
from suspended orders: it is a system of 
robbery and prostitution of principle, to 
which, I am sorry to say, a certain class of 
medical men too often lend tllemeelvee. 

As the season is now fast approaching 
when parishes will be called upon to appoint 
medical attendants on the poor, it will be a 
source of pride and satisfaction to me to 
take an early opportunity of exposing, as 
much as in me lies, -the present unjust wad 
odious system, and the grasp-all and exclu- 
sive conduct of the unprincipled part of the 
medical profession themselves. 

I remain. Sir, your obedient servant. 

W. S. Bowen, M.K.C.S* 
Isleworth, February, 1831. 


’rROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH a LONDON 
PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY. 

7b the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — The advantages which medical sci- 
ence has derived from your columns are only 
equalled by the desire which you possess to 
extend a knowledge of all its branches. I 
have for some time anxiously watched the 
proceedings of the various scientific bodies 
of this vast metropolis, and no one has pre- 
sented greater attractions than the Medico- 
Botanical Society, so far as therapeutics are 
concarned ; but it appears to me that this 
Society has not, and does not, advance the 
practice of medicine, by enabling the prac- 
titioner to understand more fully, or to em- 
ploy more advantageously, the various arti- 
cles enumerated in the catalogue of the Ma- 
teria Medica. Consequently, it is to be re- 
gretted that a more efficient society for pro- 
moting pharmaceutical science does not 
exist. I shall therefore, with your per- 
mission; propose that a ** London Pharma- 
ceutical Society” should be forthwith es- 
tablished, and the members of the medical 
profession iu this and other countries in- 
vited to become members. If, through the 
medium of your useful and widely circulated 
journal the sentiments of the profession 
could be ascertained, and a place of meet- 
ing fixed upon, much good might he done j 
and if to this society a library of reference^ 
a museum of speoimens, and a class-room > 
could be added, many persons could come 
forward to unite their efforts in behalf of 
such a useful undertaking. 

Should you consider such a Society likely 
to advance pharmaceutical science, 1 hope 
you will lend your valuable support in its 
behalf. I am, Mr. Editor, your great ad- 
mirer and constant reader, 

PflAMfACOPOMJS, 

London, Feb. 1831* 
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SURGICAL QUERIES.— DR. HANCOCK. 


DISLOCATIONS Of THE SEMILUNAR CARTI- 
LAGES OF THE KNEE-JOINT. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — Will you allow me to ask the pro- 
fession, through the medium of your widely - 
circulated and invaluable periodical, the fol- 
lowing questions 1 I am, Sir, your obedient 
servant, 

Samuel Mitchell. 

Kingston, Feb. 1831. 

Whether they have met with dislocations 
of the semilunar cartilage or cartilages of 
the knee-joint ? 

How the accidents have been produced ? 

What are the peculiar symptoms ? 

What the best mode of reducing them? 

And wliat the after treatment? 

Whether they can refer me to any mu- 
seum in the metropolis containing prepara- 
tions of the above accident? (Simple dis- 
placement of the semilunar cartilage or car- 
tilages.) 

Can they refer me to any author who has 
written on the subject from actual experi- 
ence ? 

In extensive inflammation, injury, or dis- 
ease of the knee-joint, where they expect 
the case will terminate in anchylosis, what 
is the most desirable position of the limb 
during treatment? 

Where anchylosis of the knee-joint has 
taken place in the straight position, is it ad- 
visable by the continued or occasional ap- 
plication of mechanical force to disturb it 
for the purpose of re-establishing anchylosis 
with the limb in a bent position ? 


LETTER FROM DR. HANCOCK. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — I have noticed in the last Number 
of The Lancet (Feb. 26th), your remarks 
on a paper of mine inserted in the Edin- 
burgh Medical and Surgical Journal . I 
esteem the criticism of one who can impar- 
tially view his subject, and, at once, with- 
out prejudice, bestow both praise and cen- 
sure. 

The iutention of that paper was, in part, 
to show the mistakes which prevail in the 
colonies, in respect to the nature and treat- 
ment of mal d'estomac, and, in part, to show 
that the disease does not essentially differ 
from the common leucophlegmasia, or drop- 
sical habit of other countries. The paper 
may be worthless in respect to its execution ; 
the subject, however, as a specie* of ca- 1 


ehexia, cannot be altogether destitute of in- 
terest, either in the colonies or elsewhere. 
It should be considered, I presume, of more 
importance than the tedious discussions 
lately put forth regarding the dracunculus or 
guinea-worm, a subject little dreaded, and 
now rarely seen, even in the West Indies 
or South America. Still more rarely shall we 
meet with cases of “ boiled African legs,” 
noticed by you in The Lancbt of Saturday 
last, a subject quite new to me, although an 
immersion of the soles of the feet in warm 
alkaline leys, and subsequent applications of 
poultices, are successfully resorted to for the 
removal of the crab-yaw, or tubboes, so 
called in Demerara. 

1 must beg leave, Sir, to observe, I had 
confided the revision of many papers to a 
person who pretended to great dexterity in 
literary pursuits, which was subsequently 
verified only in respect to the work of cut- 
ting, pasting, and making a display, which, 
in his agreement, he termed correcting, ar- 
ranging, and revising for the press. I 
should state to you, that I had a large mass 
of MSS., consisting of memoranda, journals, 
and detached notes, which had accumulated 
duriag a residence and sojourn, of twenty- 
five years in South America, written under 
all the different circumstances in which tra- 
vellers find themselves occasionally placed, 
whether in the plantation, hospital, or the 
open savannah ; in the thickets of the fo- 
rest, in the courial upon the rivers, or in the 
huts of the natives. I had vainly hoped to 
get rid of the trouble of revising and reduc- 
ing them to order ; but I have found to my 
cost the truth of the old remark, that he 
who would have work tolerably performed, 
must do it himself. The said paper on 
cachexia, to the bad language of which you 
have objected, is one .of those arranged by 
the literary professor in question, with the 
exception of the note , the only part you 
have extracted, and which note I had sub- 
sequently added. I shall trust to your can- 
dour and liberality to insert these remarks 
in your next Number, as containing some 
apology for the uncouth language aboot 
which you have with reason complained, but 
the proof of which I had not the opportuni- 
ty of correcting, as in papers printed here.' 

1 herewith take the liberty of forwarding 
for your inspection, a small pampbleton the 
" Siruba, or Native Oil of Laurel for the 
many, defects of which I must myself be 
responsible, as no one else was concerned 
in its revision. I am, Sir, with sentiments 
of the highest regard. 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

I. -Hancock. 

13, Nelson Street, Commercial Road, 

3rd March, 1831. 
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THE LANCET. 

London , Saturday , March 12, 1831. 


Members of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons in London! Read with care, and 
with as much coolness as you can command, 
the report contained in the following pages. 
For ourselves we shall only state on this 
occasion, that the infamous authors of the 
diabolical outrage shall be speedily brought 
to jultice. In the mean time, they must 
stand condemned at the bar of public 
opinion. 

Before giving the report, we deem it 
right to insert in this place, the names and 
addresses of the members of the council, — 
that council which caused the members to be 
attacked in the theatres of their own college, 
by a body of men armed with staves, and 
hired for the occasion from one of the 
public offices of police. These names ought 
to be as well known to the public as they 
are to the profession. More we shall not 
say, as the course to be adopted with re- 
gard to legal proceedings is not yet defini- 
tively settled. 

NAMES OF THE COUNCIL. 

Robert Keate, Albemarle-street. 

John P. Vincent, Lincoln*s-inn-fields. 
SirWm. Blizard, Knt., Devonshire- square. 
J . A. Hawkins, Great Marlborough- street. 
William Lynu, Claphara. 

John Aberuethy, Enfield. 

Wm. Luoas, Grotes-buildings, Blackheath. 
Sir Astley Paston Cooper, Bart. Serjeant 
Surgeon to his Majesty, Conduit-street. 
Sir A. Carlisle, Knt., Langham-place. 

H. L. Thomas, Leicester-place. 

Geo. Jas. Guthrie, Berkeley-street. 

Anthony White, Parliament-street. 

John G. Andrews, St. Heten’s-place. 

S. Cooper, Great Russell-st., Bloomsbury. 
Thomas Copeland, Golden-square. 

John Howship, Saville-row. 

James Briggs, Edgware-road. 

Wm. Lawrence, Whitehall -place. 

Benj. C. Brodie. Saville-row. 

Benj. Travers, Bruton-street. 

Hen. Earle, George-stroet, Hanover* square. 


No. 393. 


The proposal which was made by the 
Editor in the last Number of this Journal, 
that the members of the College of Surgeons 
should meet in the theatre of the College oil 
Tuesday the 7th instant, an hour previous to 
the delivery of the lecture; was received by 
the profession with the warmest approval ; 
aud a more numerous, respectable, and sin- 
cere body of gentlemen, prepared to support 
their insulted brethren, never acted toge- 
ther in any institution. The proposal was 
made in the following terms : — 

“It is the duty of the members to pro- 
ceed, and not to allow their ardour to be 
checked. Their own theatre is still open to 
them, and as the Council have refused to 
apply to the Lords of the Admiralty, the 
members have now only to select a depula - 
tion from amongst themselves, in order to 
accomplish the object of the resolution which 
was adopted on the 14th ult. The “ lec- 
tures" for the session have now commenced ; 
they are delivered on Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and Saturdays; the doors leading to the 
theatre are opened at three o'clock, and the 
lectures commence at four.* Let those 
members, therefore, who are of opinion that 
the naval surgeons should not be deserted, 
should not be left to their fate, should not 
be suffered to be laughed at by underlings, 
and sneered at by haughty lieutenants, at- 
tend at the College at the opening of the 
doors on Tuesday next,. when there will be 
sufficient time to agree to other resolutions, 
if deemed necessary, and to appoint a depu- 
tation of three, four, or five members to 
wait upon the Lord Chamberlain, who, we 
are informed by Sir James* Graham, is the 
most proper person to be consulted on the 
subject. This is the only course now open 
to us ; it is the only course which can be 
adopted with the least hope of procuring for 
naval surgeons a reinstatement to that posi- 
tion from which they have been so unjustly, 
so unthinkingly, aud so insultingly ex- 
pelled. "—Lancet, March 5. 

Annoyed by this judicious announce- 
ment, an advertisement, of which the fol- 

* ** Days of lecture, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Saturday, at four. Tne doors will be opened at 
three . *' — Ticket of admission issued by the Council. 

3 E 
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lowing is a copy, was published by tlie 
Council of the College in the morning pa- 
pers of Tuesday last, and a circular con- 
taining a similar ** intimation ” was sent 
to several members residing within the cir- 
cuit of the twopenny post. 

" Royal College of Surgeons, 

" An intimation having been given that 
it is proposed, by certain individuals, to 
make the theatre of this College a place for 
publicly discussing a question relating to 
the surgeons of his Majesty’s navy, previous 
to the lecture on Tuesday, the 8th instant, 
the President and Council deem it proper, 
in the discharge of their duty, strictly to for- 
bid any such attempt being made, and to 
apprise the members that the theatre is 
opened for the sole purpose of the lectures. 

«' While the President and Council earn- 
estly recommend to the members of the pro- 
fession at large to abstain from any public 
discussion of the subject in question, from 
regard to the interests of those whose cause 
it is professed to serve * they at the same 
time give this notice of their determination 
henceforth to prevent discussions on any 
subject from takiug place in the theatre of 
the College. 

“ The doors will be opened to-morrow, 
and in. future, at a quarter before four 
o’clock, and the lecture will commence at 
four. 

“ By order of the Council, 

“ Edmund Belfoub, Sec* 

“ March 7.” 

Scarcely, however, believing this docu- 
ment to be authentic, or ignorant of its ex- 
istence, a very considerable number of gen- 
tlemen attended at the doors of the College 
at the time originally appointed for admis- 
sion, where evidence was immediately 
presented to the members, that the adver- 
tisement had reaUy emanated from the 
office of Mr. Belfour* One half of the 
front door was open, and in the porch was 
placed the porter of the College in his 
official robe. The other half was closed, 
and upon it was posted a copy of the “ in- 
timation.” The back door of the College, 
by which th© members were compelled to 


ENCE HOSTILITIES. 

enter until the spring of 1827 , and through 
which the students are even now obliged to 
pass, was entirely closed, and presented a 
similar notice. The members who first ar- 
rived of course immediately presented their 
tickets and demanded entrance, but this the 
porter refused, saying he had orders to let 
«« no person ” in until a quarter to four. 
Protests against this treatment were made 
in vain, the members continuing to increase 
in number every minute ; and although it 
was then raining fast, accompanied by a 
wind which exposed the Mrhole of the gen- 
tlemen assembled at the doors to the effects 
of the weather, admittance even to the hall 
was sternly denied, while a number of the 
Council and their friends were seen looking 
and laughing at the windows above. 

This state of things lasted until about 
twenty minutes to four, wheu Mr. Waxley 
arrived, and passing through the crowd, the 
porter at the door immediately drew back, 
but said, “ You cannot go in, Sir Mr. W ., 
however, proceeded without experiencing mo- 
lestation. A curious scene occurred on the 
approach of Mr. Waxley and the members 
through the passages. The door of the hall 
leading to the theatre having been sudden* 
ly and violently closed, there were heard 
in the hall various exclamations, and the 
chairs and tables amidst the disorder seemed 
to be thrown about in the utmost confusion* 
Some of the members believed that the per- 
sons put to flight - consisted of individuals 
with whom it had been designed to-pack the 
theatre. The hall door being thus closed, 
the members remained in the passages until, 
by the College clock, thirteen minutes to 
four, when, the bolts and bars haViag been 
removed, the members were generously 
permitted to enter their own theatre, which 
in six or seven minutes was crammed in 
every part, and a vast number of gentlemen 
were unable to obtain admission. 

When silence was obtained, Mr* "Waxley 
was called for from every quarter of the 
theatre amidst acclamations, and immediate- 
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ljr also eigfcteeh or twenty individuals com- 
menced hissing with great vehemence. A 
person who hissed violently, on being chal- 
lenged by Mr. Wakley, was compelled to [ 
acknowledge that he was not a member, 
and was desired to leave the place, when, | 
amidst the sneers and execrations of the J 
members, he left his seat and went below 
amongst the Council and visitors, where he 
was instantly recognised by Mr. Mayo, with 
whom he shook hands with all the familiarity j 
of established friendship. Two others of 
the most prominent of the hissers acknow- 
ledged that they did not belong to the Col- 
lege, and were obliged to decamp. It is 
said that they were clerks of the solicitor 
to the Council, There were some noise and 
confusion occasioned by the acclamations 
which arose whenever some of these persons 
hissed : at the same titan numberless were 
the exclamations on the part of the members, 
that as they bad been kept waiting in the 
open street, the President and Council 
should now be made to wait for them. 
They complained in bitter terms of the 
insults to which they had been subjected. 
Mr. Wakley, however, agreeably to his 
notification in Tiie Lancet, declared that it 
was not liis iu tendon to interrupt the 
** regular ” business of the day, and that 
on the President's entrance he should 
merely put a question to him reladng to a 
circular signed •* Edmund Belvour,” when 
he should quietly resume his seat undl after 
the conclusion of the lecture. Notwith- 
standing this announcement, the exclama- 
tions u Proceed to business,” “ Now is the 
time,” «• The Council have used us in- 
famously and they ought to be kept wait- 
ing,” were frequently repeated. 

Precisely at four o’clock, the President, 
accompanied by many members of the 
Council, and a j possd of Bow Street officers, 
entered the theatre. The only members of 
the Council whom we recognised were, 
Mr. Travers, Mr. Vincent, Mr. Guth- 
rie, Sir Astley Cooper, Sir William 


Blizard, Mr. Brodib, Mr. Howihip, Mr. 
Copeland, Mr. Briggs, and Mr. Earle. 
Mr. Keate acted as presideut. There may 
have been others, but we do not recollect 
to have seen them. The number of visitors 
was unusually small, and did not compre- 
hend, so far as we could discover, a single 
individual of note or reputation. The ruling 
powers were received on their entrance, 
with very unequivocal marks of dissatis- 
faction, the hissings and complaints of in- 
sults having been almost general through- 
out the theatre. Mr. Kbate had no sooner 
taken his seat than he rose, and waiving bta . 
hand, seemed to request silence, but we 
j were unable to hear a single word that he 
uttered. Mr. Wakley rose at the same 
' time, holding the college circular in his 
hand, in order to ascertain whether that 
[ document had been issued by the authority 
of the Council. Mr. King, Dr. Morson, 
and other gentlemen, also rose to addrese 
the assembly, but no person succeeded in 
obtaining a hearing. There were, still, con- 
| tinued cries that the Council had offered a 
gross insult to the members, and that the 
lecturer ought not to be allowed to proceed, 
while others as forcibly contended that the 
lecture should he heard, and that the 
question of the naval surgeons should 
be considered afterwards. Mr. Guthrie, 
from the motion of his lips, appeared to 
say something, but his voice did not reach 
the upper part of the theatre. In the midst* 
of the confusion. Smith, the Bow Street 
officer, was sent up to Mr. Waklby, and- 
this attempt to intimidate the members in 
the exercise of their just rights, caused the* 
utmost uproar. There was a general move- 
j meat towards the centre of the College, 1 
where Mr. Wakley -was seated, and the’ 
members crowded around, in order to pre- 
vent the approach of the officer. Mr. Wax- 
ley, however, requested that no obstruc- 
tion might be offered, and that the officer 
might be allowed to approach him, observ- 
ing, that there could be no doubt that both 
3E2 
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of them knew their duty. Smith, having 
reached Mr. Wakley, said he had come 
to request that gentleman to withdraw, a re- 
quest with which, however, Mr.W. refused 
in the most peremptory terms to comply. He 
said, “ Officer, take notice, I am perfectly 
quiet; I am committing no act of violence, 
I am committing no breach of the peace. I 
am sitting here in the part performance of 
an important duty, and you know, as well 
as I, that you have no right to make an at- 
tempt to remove me from this theatre.” 
Smith acknowledged the accuracy of this 
assertion, and returned to his worthy em- 
ployers, who were in high dudgeon ; he was 
urged again and again to go in the obnoxious 
quarter j but he said, “ Gentlemen, it is of 
no use, I hove no right to interfere if there 
be not a breach of the peace, and Mr. Wax- 
ley knows perfectly well what he is about.” 
The solicitor, Wilde, seemed to be most 
anxious for the employment of the consta- 
bles’ staves. After this scene had conti- 
nued for about a quarter of an hour, the 
President and his precious colleague^ 
quitted the theatre amidst loud and genera] 
cheering. Mr. Wakley observed, it was 
to be regretted that they had not listened to 
the lecture on hernia , as rupture was cer- 
tainly a very appropriate subject to be con- 
sidered on such an occasion. This, for a 
time, restored the audience to good humour. 

Several gentlemen again endeavoured to 
obtain a hearing, but were unsuccessful. 
Mr. King, Dr. Morson, Mr. Dermott 
and Mr. Sleigh, made vigorous efforts, but 
failed to make themselves audible from the 
noise which prevailed on one side or the 
other. The hisses* however, which is rather 
curious, always appeared to proceed from 
the same quarter. No matter whether it 
was the President speaking, the lecturer, or 
any of the members, the hisses came from 
one spot or from one knot of persons in the 
upper range of the building, and not from 
the members’ department. In a short time 
the lecturer returned, and handed the pre- 


parations which he had left, to the servants 
and attendants, when he made his bow and 
finally retired. 

The demands for the discussion on the 
naval question were now renewed more 
loudly than ever, when Mr. Waxley rose 
and remarked, that as it still wanted twenty 
minutes to five, they had better not proceed 
until the hour had expired. This sugges- 
tion obtained approval, and the assembly 
remained perfectly quiet, free alike from 
! agitations caused by cheers and hisses* until 
within a few minutes of five, when the calls 
were repeated with so much earnestness 
from every part of the theatre, that, 

Mr. Kino rose and said, that as they 
were about to discuss a subject of the deepest 
importance to the profession, he would take 
the liberty of moving, that the oldest mem- 
ber then present should take the chair. 

Mr. Dermott seconded the proposition, 
which having been put to the meeting was 
carried with acclamation. 

Mr. Stanton was soon pointed out as 
the venerable and respectable gentleman in 
whom the meeting would find an able pre- 
sident. That gentleman, however, not from 
aay lack of zeal in the cause, but from ae» 
vere ill health, was obliged to decline the 
intended honour. 

An elderly Gbntleman on one of the 
lower seats inquired if there were no naval 
surgeons who would come forward, and if it 
were well known that the naval surgeons 
themselves complained of their grievances! 

Mr. Wakley stated, that he had received 
innumerable communications on the sub- 
ject: the naval surgeons felt deeply in- 
sulted, but they did not dare to come for- 
ward in their own behalf, as by so doing 
they would sacrifice every hope of prefer- 
ment. The first agitators of the question 
would not be forgotten. A naval surgeon, 
who had been in the service nearly twenty 
years, had been with him that morning, and 
declared, that he dared not take one open 
step in the matter, and that when a man 
entered the navy, such was the arbitrary and 
tyrannical nature of the service, that he 
could not hope for advancement unless be 
consented to relinquish every right and pri- 
vilege as an independent man. 
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In consequence of the indisposition of 
JUr. Stanton, 

Mr. King moved, that Mr. Geobge 
.Walker should take the Chair. 

This motion having been carried unani- 
mously, 

Mr. Walker rose and said, that as it 
was a question of such immense profes- 
sional importance, he thought it was the 
duty of every practitioner to lend his assist- 
ance, in order to relieve the persecuted 
naval surgeons from the disagreeable effects 
of the “ exclusive ” regulation, and there 
fore he would comply with the wishes of the 
meeting, and take the chair. {Jpplause.) 

On turning round to go towards the 
President’s seat, which is formed by a 
couple of elbows fixed upon the front bench, 
Mr. Wakley remarked that Mr. Walker 
. had better take his position at the summit 
. of the members’ seats, for that the Presi- 

• dent’s u chair M was only a “ stool.” Mr. 

* Walker then amidst considerable laughter 
proceeded to take his place at the upper 
part of the theatre, and it was fortunate for 
him that he followed the advice which had 

, been proffered, otherwise he might have 
been the first to have suffered from the 
staves of the President’s congenial friends, 
the Bow Street officers. 

Mr. Wakley now rose and spoke to the 
following effect : — Mr. Chairman, and mem- 
bers of the Royal College of Surgeons, when 
this subject, — the exclusion of naval sur- 
geons from attending his Majesty’s levees, 
was brought before the attention of the Col- 
lege the other day for the first time, it 
stood as a detached subject, — one which 
was entirely unconnected with our rights as 
members of this College. Unfortunately 
from very untoward circumstances, the ques- 
tion has now become involved with many 
others which seriously, — most seriously 
affect our rights ( Cheers ); and. Gentle- 
men, from the insults we have all just re- 
ceived from the Council of this College 
{hear, hear , hear), I fear we are not in a 
temper to discuss the question relating 
more immediately to ourselves, with that 
coolness and moderation which its impor- 
tance demands. I certainly feel those in- 
sults strongly, {hear, hear, and cries of « So 


do we all”) and were it not that I might 
injure the cause of others, 1 would freely give 
vent to my feelings respecting this outrage. 
( Immense cheering.) Gentlemen, wheu 
the President and Council of the College 
entered the theatre, I merely rose for the 
purpose of asking whether they would au- 
thenticate a letter (as it is called) which 
bears the signature of the secretary of this 
institution. After having put a question 
to them to that effect, it was my iutention 
instantly to resume my seat, and to allow 
the lecture, as far as I was concerned, 
quietly to proceed, without any interruption 
whatever; thus much I intimated iu The 
Lancet of last week.* But the opportunity 
was not afforded, and as the Council have 
now retired, and with them the lecturer, 
the benefit of whose talents we cannot en- 
joy to day, I think we had better pass only 
two resolutions — the first of which I am 
about to move, expressive of our regret 
that the Council refused to act upon our 
“ resolution” of the 14th instant on the 
ground of " irregularity,” and the other 
upon the subject of appointing a deputation 
to wait upon the Lord Chamberlain; and 
when we next meet the Council, we had bet- 
ter then address them upon the subject of 
their insulting conduct {hear, hear, hear)’, 
for if we were to discuss that topic in their 
absence, they might lose much valuable in- 
formation — information regarding the feel- 
ings of the members, and the laws by which 
the College ought to be governed, for they 
know as little of the law under which they exn 
ercise their authority, as does the table upon 
whioh that young man is writing. ( Cheers.) 
You saw a Bow Street officer advance to 
me. {Cries of“ two,” “ three,” “ four .”) 
Well, three or four Bow Street officers; 
but the one who came first, in particular, 
knew his duty. He would not put his 
hands upon me— if he had, he knew what 
would have been my duty. I hope when 
we see the Council again, they will come 


* “ In conclusion, we take leave to remind the 
members that they should be at the College by 
three o’clock on Tuesday next, as the proceedings 
relating to naval surgeons ought to 'be commenced 
within ten minutes or a quarter of an hour after the 
opening of the theatre, in order that they may be 
concluded, if possible, before the period allotted for 
the commencement of the lecture. It should be our 
earnest desire to avoid any just ground of offence, 
and it is highly important not to interfere with 
what the Council denominate the * regular busi- 
ness * of the day.’* 
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forward and make as manly and ample an 
apology for their conduct as the circum- 
stances demand. (Hear, hear , hear , and a 
few hisses from the Knot,) Gentlemen , it was 
not my intention to read this circular to you, 
but as there are some persons hissing (me* 
of" pupils" — “ pupils only") , 1 will read 
it, and you will say whether animadversion 
upon such a document calls for a hiss from 
any being bearing the form of man. It 
is signed ** Edmund Belfour, Secretary/* 
and is one of the most extraordinary speci- 
mens of composition ever met with. It can- 
not be the production of the Council, but 
must have been indited by Mr. Belfour*s 
cook, (Laughter.) You are aware that 
■ the theatre was to have been opened at 
three o’clock ; and I intimated that soon 
after that hour, in the absence of a more 
competent individual, I would bring forward ! 
a motion on the subject of the exclusion olH 
the naval surgeons from the Kino’s levees, j 
I had not the least intention of interrupting j 
the “ regular** proceedings of the day. 1 j 
knew too much of the law to give our ene^ 
mies such an advantage. This is the circu- 
lar. [Mr. Wakley then read the document 
headed “ Royal College of Surgeons in Lon- 
don,** already inserted, and made some cri- 
tical remarks on it, which produced much 
laughter.] t( The President and Council 
earnestly recommend to the members of 
the profession at large, to abstain from any 
public discussion of the subject in question !’* 
Why, you see, Gentlemen, there is their 
own chronicler; he is the author of the pub- 
licity ; (pointing to a short-hand writer , 
who was taking notes at the lecturer's table.) 
The Council have made it public, and they 
are about to celebrate this College by mak- 
ing it the last monument of expiring profes- 
sional despotism. ( Cheers.) I recollect a 
certain aged gentleman, one of the Council, 
who entertained a strong antipathy to Hats. 
When this worthy sage entered the theatre 
one day, he saw a gentleman sitting with his 
hat on in the gallery; on observing it, life 
got into a tremendous rage, and sent the 
officer to remove the obnoxious object from 
bis view. Some one exclaimed, ** Oh, sir, the 
gentleman is a Quaker.’* (Great laughter.) 
Now I think the cause of the offence in that 
instance was as contemptible as the cause of 
the offence of which we are the unwiliingau- 
thors, and the explanation will have just th^ 


same weight; however,* few days will febow. 
“ While the President and ths Council ear- 
nestly recommend to the members of the 
profession at large to abstain from any pub- 
lic discussion of the subject in question,'* 

deeply, no doubt, feeling for our interests, 
and as deeply for our pockets — ( Hear, 
hear) — t( from regard to the interest of those 
whose cause it is professed to serve, they at 
the same time give this notice of their de- 
termination” — determination — (laughter) 
I wish I only knew the author of this com- 
position, I would employ him; I would 
give him a handsome salary — (continued 
laughter) — u henceforth to prevent dis- 
cussions on any subject from taking place 
in the theatre of the College.** Now, Gen- 
tlemen, you are to come and see that monu- 
raent, {pointing to the bust of Mr. Hunter), 
and get all the information from it that you 
can. (Hear, hear.)— That piece of marble is 
to reflect the light of science into your minds, 
and you are to go away and congratulate 
yourselves for enjoying such an extraordi- 
nary advantage. {Hear, hear.). Now, Gen- 
tlemen, I wish to know whether you think I 
was not perfectly justified in asking the 
President, whether this jumble bad or bad 
not issued from the Council ?— (Hears hear, 
and eries of “ Yeo, pes”)—* And if I hid 
been answered in thevaffirmative, I should 
have required a list of the names which are 
attached to this order; and further, I. was 
about to demand that those names should 
be printed for the information of the mem- 
bers at large. (Cheers.) I shall say no 
more now on this recent insult, neither shall 
I propose a vote of censure on the conduct 
of the Council, for I think that measure 
ought to be carried in their presence. 
(Hear, hear , ht- r ) 

A Member called out, It had indeed been 
passed to-day. 

4Mr. Wakley— Really I think so ; and if 
the members will attend here on a future 
day, 1 believe the work of purification may 
be judiciously left to them ; but at present 
we will confine our attention to what has 
transpired relative to our fellow- sufferers 
— the navy surgeons ; our companions in 
science and persecution. (Cheers.) When 
we meet here again on Thursday next we 
shell have ample time to adopt measures in 
support of our own rights. However, the 
whole affair rests for your judgment, and I 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



791 


MR. WAKLEY MOVES A RESOLUTION. 


beg leave to prapoie this resolution for your 
consideration ; and I trust that some gentle- 
man will be found to second it. Before 
putting the resolution, I ought to state, that 
iu 1805 surgeons in the navy were placed 
on an equality of rank with captains in the 
army, and lieutenants in the navy. At that 
time we were at war, and this, I suppose, was 
held out as a bait to catch those meritorious 
gentlemen ; but having now little occasion 
for the services of naval surgeons, these 
officers have been prohibited from appearing 
in the presence of tbeir King ; and what is 
most extraordinary, in the presence of a s 
jSai/or-KiNG. {Loud cheers.) Probably the 
less we dwell on this point the more advan- 
tageous will our proceedings prove to those i! 
whom we are anxious to serve ; besides, we 
may not yet be in possession of all the facts \ 
connected with this extraordinary transac- 1 
tion ; but I must say, that the insult offered i 
to these officers in this circular is a far ! 
greater insult than even that which lias! 
been offered to them by tbd Lords of 
the Admiralty. Is not the language ex- 
hibited here an insult to naval surgeons ! 
( Cries of Yes , yes.) Have they committed 
any faults! ( Cries of No.) Then how 
dare any man, or any set of meD, insinuate 
that they have been guilty of any impro- 
priety to deserve such an insult as this from 
the Council 1 ( Hear , hear.) These officers | 
do not shrink from, but court, inquiry. Itj 
is the imperious duty of the members of this ! 
College to demand that their conduct be 
publicly discussed, so that the stigma at- 
tempted (o be cast upon them shall be as 
publicly remove'd. ( Loud cheers.) And 
it ought further to he made known that 
it has been cast upon them by some mis- 
take or by some circumstance other thun 
improper conduct on the part of the Naval 
Surgeons themselves. It is said they are 
Only IVarrant Officers. It i‘s Very true 
they art warrant officers, but they are not 
warrant officers of the class you would ex- 
pect, being in fact placed with the ship's 
-cook, with the gunner, the carpenter, and 
the boatswain. {Hear, and Shame , shame.) 
Gentlemen, I ought further to tell you, 
that the surgeons of the army are commis- 
sioned officers, and that the palace of the 
King is oped to them djerely from the 
rank they hold ; add it was only in July 
last that a new arrangement was made in ; 


favour of those officers by increasing their 
pay. But now that we have a sailor King the 
sailor surgeons are to be excluded from the 
palace, and visited with the sneers and scoffs 
of their fellow-officers. I ask you whether 
it were just or reasonable or manly in us to 
allow this stigma to tarnish the character of 
these meritorious officers, without using 
every effort in our power to get it removed. 
{Hear, hear , and cries of Certainly not.) 
Nor, Gentlemen, is this all, for in order to 
increase the injury that has been done by 
affixing this stain to naval surgeons, it is 
now intended that the army surgeons shall 
very soon share the some fate. (Shame.) 
Under these circumstances it is our duty to 
act promptly, actively, and decisively. If 
meetiogsin this college prove not sufficient, 
we must hold meetings elsewhere {hear, 
hear), and never rest satisfied until jus- 
tice is fully established. {L&ud cheers.) I 
may remind you that the Couuoil would not 
act On our former resolution, on the alleged 
ground of irregularity. I suppose they do 
not consider their own by-laws irregular. 

I shall read you one of them. If they de- 
clined to act on our resolution, they might 
have acted on their own by-law. I should 
tell you that these by-laws are of no avail 
whatever, unless they are signed by three of 
the judges, therefore you may judge of the 
value Of their by-law of yesterday. Undoubt- 
edly many of the ** Orders” which have 
been signed by the judges are hot legal, and 
should they ever bd considered by tliese 
learned persons while sitting in banco , they 
will discover that they have signed their 
names to clauses Which can never be con- 
verted into law. The by-law I allude to is 
this : — “ The College will, at all times, 
protect and defend every member who may 
be disturbed ib the exercise and enjoyment 
of the rights, privileges, exemptions, and 
immunities, acquired by him as a member 
thereof.” Is this by-law “ irregular!” Al- 
though, too, they will not protect the mem- 
bers, yet they like you so much that they will 
not allow you to throw up the diploma with- 
out paying “ the sum of teb guineas.” {Hear, 
hear , hear.) I would ask, What gave the 
naval surgeons the right to hold their offices 
in the navy, if not from the diplomas received 
in that and other colleges; and yet, when 
these excellent surgeons are insulted, this 
is the mode adopted by the President and 
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Council to support them. {Hear.) I beg 
to more this resolution. 

•* Resol red, — That the members of thf 
Royal College of Surgeons in London no* 
present, deeply regret that the President 
and Council hare sympathised so little with 
the feelings of the members assembled at 
this theatre on the 14th ult., as to hare de- 
clined to act upon the resolution unani- 
mously adopted at that meeting, on the al- 
leged ground that the proceedings were 
irregular; and that this refusal is another 
added to the already innumerable existing 
proofs that the President and Council are 
alike indifferent to the honour, happiness, 
and respectability, of the commonalty oi 
this chartered College/’ 

Mr. Complin seconded the resolution. 

The Chairman put it to the meeting, 
when it was carried, only two hands har- 
ing been raised against it. 

Mr. King rose to address the meeting. 
He thou'ght he might direct a few obser- 
vations, in the first place, to some of the 
young gentlemen in the gallery, who, in all 
probability, would by and by be colleagues 
of the members then assembled. He thought 
he had obserred thatj the pupils who had 
hissed what had been proposed and done 
by the members, were many of them young 
gentlemen attending St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital. ( Cries of t( No, no,” “ St. Bat'- 
tholomew*s pupils are not opposed to the 
proceedings'*) 

The Chairman felt bound to call Mr. 
King to order. The members were met for 
the purpose of discussing their rights ; and 
if any gentleman rose to addiess the meet- 
ing, he must address himself to members of 
the College, and neither to pupils nor visit- 
ors. {Cheers.) 

Mr. King was just beginning to prooeedf, 
when, 

Mr. Belfour approached Mr. Wakley, 
and put into his hands a paper, having writ- 
ten upon it the following words : — " Mr. 
Wakley, you are required by the President 
and Council to quit the theatre." 

Mr. Wakley then read the notice to the 
meeting, and refused to withdraw. The 
mandate was received with loud marks of 
disapprobation, nor were these diminished 
when Mr. Belfour exhibited over the lec- 
turer's table a large paper, having inscribed 
upon it the following courteous intimation : 


•'The President and Council require the 
members and students to quit the theatre.” 

The ink on this paper was not dry, and 
| the short-hand writer had not time to copy 
! '.he words, before a number of police officers 
| rushed into the theatre, from the door lead- 
I ing to the museum, and at once going up to 
| Mr. Wakley, three of them seized that 
gentleman by the collar, arms, and legs. At 
the same instant the gentlemen in the 
theatre rushed towards Mr. Wakley, and 
while the officers were dragging at his legs, 
his friends were retaining him by the arms 
to prevent his attempted removal. While 
in this defenceless position, and stretched 
across the benches on hiB back, one of the 
cowardly Bow Street ruffians aimed a despe- 
rate blow at bis forehead with a brass staff, 
and had not Mr. Wakley at that instant 
suddenly turned his head on one side to 
avoid the blow, it must have fractured his 
skull. The theatre was now in the greatest 
uproar, and the officers behaved in a brutal 
manner to the gentlemen with whom they 
came in contact. The fellows at last dragged 
Mr. Wakley from the grasp of his friends, 

, and when he recovered his legs, Ledritter 
still holding him by the collar, (be also hav- 
ing fast hold of the officer), officers, members, 
and all, descended suddenly over several 
benches towards the floor of the theatre, and 
at one time there could not have been less 
than the weight of half a dozen persons di- 
rectly on the back of Mr. Wakley, who, it 
was thought by many of the gentlemen 
present, would he crushed to death. He 
contrived, however, to retain his footing, 
and was extricated by the larger portion of 
the party tumbling upon the floor. Smith 
the officer, who, as well as Ledbitter 
and another of the officers, is a man of 
enormous bulk, not being accustomed 
to the abruptly-elevated seats of this 
College, missed his footing near the 
bottom, and Ml upon the floor with the 
force of a fat ox, and cut his eyebrow 
slightly against the edge of one of the seats# 
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Immediately on Mr. Wakley’s getting into 
the hall, outside the door of the theatre, the 
officers loosed their grasp, and Mr. Wakley 
immediately directed another Bow-Street 
officer, who was standing by, to take Led- 
bitter into custody for the assault. With 
this order, however, he refused to comply. 
On getting outside the College, Mr. Wax* 
ley instantly demanded that Ledbitter 
should go with him to the Police Office. 
Ledbitter refused, and declared that he] 
had nothing further to do with Mr. Wak- 
ley j but Mr. W. stated, that he had some- 
thing further to do with him , and that be 
would not quit him until he had taken him 
before a magistrate. Accordingly he re* 
quested some of the members by whom he 
was surrounded to go in search of police 
constables, two of whom soon reached the 
scene of contention, and Ledbitter was at 
last taken, accompanied by an immense mul- 
titude, and amidst the greatest uproar, to 
the police station-house near St. Paul’s 
Church, in Covent Garden Market. Such 
was the crowd of persons, and so densely 
were they congregated, that there was the 
greatest difficulty in reaching the door. 

The scene here was one of considerable 
violence, and the Council of the College 
were bitterly denounced. Mr. Thomas, the 
inspector, having heard Mr. Wakley’s 
charge, detained the peace-making officer 
in the station-house until 7 o'clock, when he 
was taken, in the custody of two police con* 
stables, before the magistrates at Bow-street, 
where Mr. Wakley attended at the same 
time to prefer his charge of assault. The 
crowd in Bow-street outside the office con- 
sisted of many hundreds of persons, including 
a great number of members of the College, 
and medical students. The officers experi- 
enced the greatest difficulty in obtaining 
admission for the witnesses, and owing to 
the density of the crowd and the excite- 
ment which prevailed, there were several new 
cases of assault ; for many who had attended 
merely as spectators, unexpectedly found 


70S 

themselves in custody of officers of poliee 
on charges of having broken the peace. 

We must now return to what passed at 
the College after , Mr. Wakley and the 
officers had left the theatre. - 

In order to complete the chief business of 
the day, the chairman and a large body of 
the members remained in the theatre, where 
the indignation which was felt at this unpa- 
ralleled outrage was most vehemently ex- 
pressed. In a few minutes, however, at- 
tention was directed to the second resolu- 
tion, and Mr. King briefly addressing the 
members, proposed the appointment of a 
deputation to wait upon the Lord Cham- 
berlain in the following resolution, which 
was carried unanimously 

Resolved, — That this meeting, viewing 
the' marked exclusion of the surgeons of his 
Majesty’s navy from the King’s levees as 
an act of unmerited harshness and injustice 
towards those excellent officers, and as a 
reproacli to the character of the whole pro- 
fession, that a deputation consisting of three 
members be appointed by this meeting to 
wait upon the Lord Chamberlain, to place 
before his Grace such arguments as may ap- 
pear best calculated to effect the removal of 
the obnoxious regulation, or to render it in- 
operative in as far as it may relate to the 
surgeons and assistant- surgeon a of his Ma- 
jesty’s navy. 

The names of Mr. Wakley, Mr. Walker, 
and Mr. Kino, were then submitted to the 
meeting, and those gentlemen were unani- 
mously appointed to make known the feelings 
ofthe profession to his Grace the Duke of De- 
vonshire. This arrangement was succeeded 
by three hearty cheers for Mr. Waeley. A 
vote of thanks was then passed to the chair- 
man ; and the members having learned to 
which office Mr. Wakley had proceeded 
with the prisoner, there was a general cry 
of “ To Bow Street,*' and immediately ar- 
ranging themselves in threes, the members 
and students, to the number of about three 
hundred, and occupying a line of immense 
length, walked in procession to the Office. 
The Council of the College bad an oppor- 
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t unity of seeing this mark pf respect paid to | 
the members, whom they had so infamously I 
assaulted. It is a fact, however, that all the j 
members and students felt that they had 
been assaulted. 

When Ledbitter was taken into the 
office. Sir Richard Birnie, Mr. Halls, 
and Mr. Minshull, were the. magistrates in | 
attendance, and they appeared astonished ia 1 
no small degree, when they saw the chief ; 
pf their men in custody on such a charge as 
the one preferred against him. The ease 
being called on, 

Michael Kearney , policeman F. 21, was 
sworn, and asked what he knew of the case, | 
and we feel it no more than justice to state | 
of this man, who admirably performed his j 
duty, that he was regularly brow- beaten by | 
Sir Richard Birnie and Mr. Halls. It I 
was evident that he had given great offence, | 
and, probably, because he had presumed to j 
take into custody one of the officers of the j 
establishment. j 

Sir Richard Birnie . Well, §ir, what’s j 
your charge ? 

Keaf-ney. One of assault, please your 
worship. 

Sir Richard . Why, I ask, did ye take 
this officer into custody ! 

Kearney . Because he had committed an 
assault on this gentleman. 

Sir Richard . Did ye See the assault 
committed ? 

, Kearney. Why, Sir Richard, I was • 

Sir Richard. Tell me, man, yea or no ; 
(lid ye see the assault committed ! 

Kearney . Why, your worship, I 

Str Richard. Tell me at once, yes Or no, 
and remember that what ye say shall go be- 
fore the commissioners. I dou’t wish to 
hurry you, for ye’r bread's in danger. Did 
ye see the assault. 

Kearney. Mo, y'er worship. 

Sir Richard. Very well. Take down 
bis words; his exact words. NoW why did 
you take him into custody, Sir 1 

Kearney . Because I'd an object in it, 
Sir. This gentleman had Mb clothes all 
tom, and he insisted upon my taking. the 
man into charge, and there was a great 
noise and riot with the gentlemen, and this 
man seemed the cause of it all. 

Sir Richard . An object in it, had ye ? 
Mind, take down that. 

Kearney. I mean I had a cause for it. 
I considered there was a reason for it. 


Sir Richard. Mind, be said, “ an ob- 
ject” for it. How long have you been a 
constable! 

Kearney. Ten months. 

* Mr. Halls . And don’t you know tiiat 
you have orders not to take a person into 
Custody for assault, unless you saw th6 
assault committed 1 

Kearney. Ye3, your worship. 

Sir Richard. Then why did you do so ? 

Kearney. For the reasons I have stated, 
your wprsbip. 

Sir Richard . What did the officer say 
when you came up to him! 

Kearney. He said that he weuld’nt go, 
and I said that he must, and he took out his 
staff, and said he would break my head if I 
laid hands on him, and I said I had already 
laid hands on him enough. 

Sir Richard. Then , it is a pita that he 
didnt breah your head before. Where did 
you take him ! 

Kearney . I came to tMa street, your 
worship, and coming by the public house at 
the Corner he ran into it. 

Sir Richard. What then! 

Kearney. He refused to go to the star 
tion house unless I used force, and then I 
sent for assistance, and Sergeant Stuart 
came, and through the remonstrance of the 
Sergeant he complied to come. 

Mr. Halls (to Mr. Wakley). Did you 
not know Ledbitter to be an officer! 

Mr. Wakley. The man never uttered a 
word to me. He had a staff in his band, 
but that does not justify a personas coming 
and seizing me in my own house. 

Mr. Halls , I don't say that it does, but 
you being in his custody, did you not, in 
order to get released yourself, give him ip 
charge to another! 

Mr. Wakley. Most certainly not, fot 
he acknowledged outside the College, that 
he had no charge whatever against toe, and 
would not detain me. 

Mr. Halls. Very well. Now, wberd 
did he assault you ! 

Mr. Wakley . In the theatre of the Col- 
lege of Surgeons. 

Mr. Halls . And did you mention when 
you gave him in charge to the police con- 
stable that it was for an assault committed 
on you by him! 

Mr. Wakley. Most undoubtedly. 

Mr. Halls. In the College of Surgeons ! 

Mr. Wakley. I do not know that I did 
say that it was in the College of Surgeons 
that the assault was committed. I do not 
know this other man’s name {pointing to 
Smith), but hp acted very properly, and 
acknowledged that be had no power to feonok 
me in the theatre. 

Mr. Halls. Well, now it’s very clear 
to me that the police constable had no right 
to take the officer into custody, as he did 
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not tee the tnttiK committed, end Ledlntter 
'must be discharged. 

Sir R. Birnie . What, without hearing 
the defendant? 

Mr. Halls. Yes ; I think so, upon the 
complainant’s own statement. I think he 
is wrongfully put into custody for this, but 
I should explain to Mr. Wakley that it will 
be quite open to him to take any further 
coarse he pleases, and that the officer shall 
be ready to meet any other charge. 

Mr. Minshull. I never did agree to the 
doctrine that the constable ought to see an 
assault committed before be takes the party 
into custody. 

'Sir R. Birnie. I go further even than 
Mr. Halls, for I say that these men have 
orders from their officers, not from us, but 
from their own officers, not to take a party 
into custody unless they see the assault 
committed. 

Mr. Minshull. Well, bot I remember 
what happened in Covent Garden once, a 
police constable was directed to take a per- 
son into custody for having committed an 
assault upon another ; the constable would 
not take the person into custody because 
be had not seen the assault committed, so 
the man who was charged went up and 
knocked the complainant down again, and 
then said, ** There, now, you have seen it,’* 
and then he was taken into custody imme- 
diately. So that a poor man is to stop till 
he is killed before he is to be protected by 
. obtaining aid from an officer 1 

Sir Ricltard. Wlmt ! Take a person 
into custody against his official orders? 
However, 1 think that the assault, whatever 
it was, committed in the College of Sur- 
geons, makes a distinct case. 

Mr. Hails. I have thought so all through. 
.1 base discharged Ledbitter, thinking he 
was wrongfully taken into custody. That 
does not preclude Mr. Wakley (aud 1 wish 
Mr. Wakley distinctly to understand thatj 
from making any other charge against Ledbit- 
ter, or any one else, but in doing so he must 
take the proper course — he must moke oath 
to the facts, and then the magistrates will 
determine upon that deposition, whether 
they will grant a warrant or not. 

Mr. Wakley. Then shall I make a depo- 
sition now against this man ? 

Mr. Halts . Yes, if you please. If you 
go into the Clerk’s Office you will have an 
opportunity of doing so, and then we shall 
decide upon the propriety of granting a war- 
rant. 

Mr. Wakley then retired, and soon after- 
wards re-entered the office with the deposi- 
tion he had made, accompanied by tlie clerk, 
who read the document lothe Bench. 

Mr. Halls. Well, now, Mr. Wakley, you 
tender this «ft a charge against Ledbitter? 

Mr. WetkCey. I do. j 
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Mr. Halls ; And do you meato to charge 
him only ? 

Mr. Wakley . I do not thiok it will be 
necessary, in my view of the case, to charge 
any others; besides, I do not know the 
names of any others. (Looking round.) 
Here is one who also assaulted me. 

Mr. Halls . Very well. Upon the face 
of the deposition , 1 do not see that he has 
done wrong. If he have, he is amenable in 
another way to the laws of his country. As 
far as it appears, and I take the case only 
from what Mr. Wakley swears, it seems, 
that constables seized him and dragged him 
out of the theatre. It is to be presumed they 
were properly authorised in doing so ? atfd 
really, if a constable is to obey bis orders, I 
do not see how it is possible to grant a war- 
rant in such a case as this. 1 do not see by 
this deposition that the constable was wrong. 

Mr. Minshull. (To Mr. W skley .) 1 think 
the better way will be for you to indict the 
constables at the sessions. 

Mr. Wakley. 1 certainly think that I have 
a right to apply to you for a warrant, because 
a more gross outrage never was committed 
on any human being. 

Mr. Halls . Well, I do net think tkst we 
ought to grant a warrant. 

Mr. Wakley . Is a person to be assaulted 
in his own house, without giving the slight- 
est offence ? 1 am a member of the College, 
and 1 was sitting in my own theatre quietly, 
without disturbing any one, without offering 
to assault any one, and without utteriugone 
single word at tlie moment I was seized. If 
I had ordered Ledbitter to take the Council 
into custody, aud he had done so, aud an 
application had been made to you after- 
wards by the Council, would you have treat- 
ed that application in the same way that yoa 
hate treated this ? 

Sir R . Birnie . No, certainly not. 

Mr. Wakley • No, indeed. Geutlemen, 
1 ebufess that I feel myself in a peculiar 
situation here. It is not quite consonant 
with my notions of propriety to apply lot 
justice to this bench ; for wheu 1 gate Led- 
bitter in charge, he stated that he had acted 
under the orders of Sir Richard Birnie; that 
what he had done, he had done directly 
under his authority. If this statement be 
correct, the magistrate himself is the author 
of the assault, and I cannot expect that he 
will interfere to punish the culprit. 

Sir Richard. My name, then, was im- 
properly used. I knew nothing of the 
business. Indeed, 1 have not even seen 
Ledbitter to-day until now. 

Mr. Minshull. The only constable who 
came to me was Gardner ; and he said, 
“ With your permission I am going to the 
College of Surgeons.” 1 said, 44 Very well, 
with all my heart.” That was all that 
passed . 
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Mr . Wakley. I am a member of that. Col- 
lege ; and it is specified in the charter, that 
the College is a body consisting of the 
council and copimonalty, of which I am 
one ; and further— 

Mr. Halls . 1 beg pardon, but if the pre- 
sident, or council, or superior officers, have 
done wrong, they are amenable, you know, 
to the laws in another way. 

Mr, Wakley. Yes, but if they were not 
present when the assault was committed, 
how am I to get at them ! The officers said 
they were sent by Sir liichard Birnie. 

Sir R. Birnie . Really, my name has been 
introduced into this case, and I do not know 
why. I had nothing on earth to do with the 
BeuUing of these men. This is the gentle- 
man [ turning to Mr, Minshull] who was 
spoken to on the subject. The officer said 
to Mr. Minshull, “ Five of us have been 
applied for, to go to the College of Sur- 
geonB, ,, and he said, “ Go.” Whenever 
such an application as this is made, we sup- 
pose it is to prevent a riot. 

Mr, Minshull . — I really thought it was to 
prevent pickpockets from committing depre- 
dations. He said, there was to be a lecture, 
or something of that sort, and I thought 
there would, perhaps, be a good many per- 
sons there, and that he was going merely to 
vr event a breach of the peace. 

Mr. Wakley, — Yet I was assaulted and 
struck by other officers also most severely. 
Against Smith I have no charge, for he 
knew his duty, and as far as I saw, acted 
with great propriety. lie said he had no 
charge against me, and saw me assaulting 
no man. 

Smith, — I beg pardon. I went to Mr. 
Wokley, and endeavoured to persuade him 
to leave the theatre, and he would not; 
when we appeared, and I went to him, there 
was the most tremendous noiae I think I 
ever heard. I never heard any-thing to 
compare to it except it was at the theatre at 
the O. P. I went back to the gentlemen 
(the Council), who ordered me to take Mr. 
Wakley out, and they ordered me to go to 
him again. I went to him again, and asked 
him to go, but he would not ; then I returned 
to the gentlemen ogain. They then said, 
they would diaw up a memorial, and report 
me to the bench as being insufficient for the 
discharge of my duty : that I was not wor- 
thy of being an officer of Bow-street, and 
that we disgraced ourselves ; and, being so 
urged, I said, that if they would indemnify 
roe, 1 would lake him out, but not other- 
wise. They did indemnify me, and the other 
officers, and then we proceeded in getting 
him out. 

Mr, Minshull (to Mr. Wakley). — Do you 
not think that the authority of the President 
of that society, as well as the Presidents of 
all other societies, is absolute'! 


Mr., Wakley, — No, Sir,- I do not; but 
even if it were, it might be absolute with- 
out being brutal. • These are not times for 
encouraging or acknowledging the existence 
of absolute authority any-where. Besides, 
the President and Council had left the the- 
atre, and the members quietly remained 
merely with a view to adopt certain mea- 
sures for protecting the rights and privileges 
of their brother members, the naval Bur- 
geons ! 

Mr. Halls. — The President had left the 
theatre ! 

Mr. Wakley. — Yes. 

Mr. Minshull . — Well, now I am only 
asking for curiosity — but will you allow me 
to inquire, if it is the custom for the ipem- 
I bers to debate questions after the President 
has left! 

Mr. Wakley. The question has been re- 
cently introduced, but it does not follow 
that because the members have not exer- 
cised tbeir rights, that those rights do not 
exist. 

Sir R. Birnie. Well, but what is the use 
of debating! If the King issues an order 
that it is not convenient to see certain par- 
ties at the levee, what can be done! 

Mr. Wakley . We were passing a reso- 
lution to appoint a deputation to wait upon 
the Lord Chamberlain on the subject. 

Mr. Halls. Well, but I think we had 
really better not enter into that question. 
As to the charge that is before us, your affi- 
davit does not go to the extent that is ne- 
cessary, for calling upon us to issue a 
warrant. 

Mr. Minshull. \ r ou would gain nothing 
by the warrant, nor will you lose any-thing 
by not having it. 

Mr. Wakley . I am to understand, then, 
that I shall lose nothing by your not grant- 
ing the warrant ! 

Mr* Minshull. Certainly not. You can 
indict the officers, or take any other course, 
just the same as if the warrant were granted. 

Mr. Wakley. Very well. 

Sir R. Birnie. I heard something of an 
application to the home department, in con- 
sequence of the officers refusing to obey 
their orders at the College. 

Mr. Halls . I just wish before you go, 
Mr. Wakley, for your satisfaction, to read 
you the order that has been issued for the 
conduct of police constables in arresting in- 
dividuals ; and you will find that they are 
not authorised to arrest, or to assist ip ar- 
resting, nor to receive into custody, a party 
charged with having committed an assault, 
unless they have seen the assault committed. 
[Mr. Halls then read the regulation, which 
was a repetition of what he had said,] 

Mr. Wakley. True, these may be the 

orders from the Hojne Office, and yet net 
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be in conformity with the conditions of the 
act of Parliament. 

Mr. Halls. O yes, it is. 

Sir R. Birnie . It quotes the Act of Par- 
liament, so that there can be no doubt 
of it. 

Mr. TVdkley. Well, l ean only say, that 
a more gross and atrocious assault never 
Was committed on any person. See how my 
clothes are torn. ( Showing his shirt and coat , 
or, rather, the fragments that remained of 
them)* — Very well, Gentlemen, I must of 
course submit to your decision, but I shall 
follow up vigorous pioceedings elsewhere 
against the whole of the parties. The assault 
committed upon me was one of the most 
brutal description ; and had -I not been as 
strong as a horse, I must have been crushed 
or torn to pieces. I was also struck most 
violently; but. Gentlemen, I really am at 
a loss to understand your law. Mr. Halls 
lias said, that when the constable appeared, 
it was my duty to submit without resistance 
to an officer, even if 1 knew that 1 had done 
no wrong; while, on the other hand, Sir 
Richard Biiuie has stated, that when the 
police constable received Ledbitter in charge, 
it was a pity that Ledbitter had not broken 
bis head with his staff ! Again ; the police 
constable is to be reported to the Commis- 
sioners, and probably discharged, for having 
taken a man into custody on a charge of an 
assault, without having seen the assault 
committed, while Ledbitter and his compa- 
nions, who struck and dragged me while I 
was quietly sitting in my own College, are 
considered to have committed no assault 
at all. 

Mr. Halls . Well, I can only assure you, 
Mr. Wakley, that I regret as deeply that an 
assault has been committed upon you, as 
upon any man in the country ; but judging 
from the affidavit, the only document upon 
which we can act, we do not feel that we 
ought to grant a warrant, especially as our 
not doing so, cannot affect ulterior proceed- 
ings. We can only act on what is brought 
before us. We are accustomed here to de- 
cide upon facts, and these do not in the pre- 
sent case call upon us to grant a warrant. 

Mr. Wakley . I again repeat, that a more 
unjustifiable, a more unwarrantable assault, 
was never committed upon an unoffending 
body of gentlemen. The officers seized me 
before I even saw them. Although Smith had 
previously done so, Ledbitter and his com- 
panions did not speak one word before (hey 
attempted with brute force to drag me from 
my seat. 1 only regret that I was not fur- 
nished with arms, for I would have shot at 
least one of the officers dead on the spot. If 
such violence is to be tolerated, no English- 
man is safe from murder. 

Mr. Halls . I am extremely happy that 
you were not so provided, or you might 
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have been standing here under far different 
circumstances. 

Mr. Wakley, accompanied by a host of 
friends, then lett the office. 

Wilde, thosolicitor to the College, had 
been in the office standing behind the clerk, 
and on Sir Richard Birnie inquiring who 
he w as, one of the officers said that ‘*he' y 
bad given them an indemnity on the part of 
the Council, which leads us, on closing the 
report, to put a question to the magistrates. 
— Had the officers killed either of the mem- 
bers, could this man, Wilde, or any one of 
the Council, have “ indemnified” them for 
suffering the punishment awarded by the 
law for the crime of murder 1 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

PUBLIC MEETING. 


In consequence of 

THE ATROCIOUS ASSAULT 

committed upon 

THE MEMBERS OP THE COLLEOE OP SURGEONS, 

IN THEIR OWN THEATRE, 

BY BOW-STREET OFFICERS, 

acting under and by the authority of the 

PRESIDENT AND COUNCIL, 

A PUBLIC MEETING OF THE 
PROFESSION 

is appointed to be held in the 

Great Room of the Crown and Anchor, in 
the Strand, 

On Wednesday Evening next, 

March the loth. 

The Chair to be taken at half-past six for 
Seven o'clock precisely. 

A Plan will be introduced for the 

INSTITUTION OF 

A NEW MEDICAL COLLEGE, 
founded upon the moat 

ENLARGED AND LIBERAL PRINCIPLES, 

and in which $ 

ALL LEGALLY-QUALIFIED 
PRACTITIONERS, 
whether 

rnYSICIANS, 8URGEONS, OR APOTHECARIES, 

TV ill he associated upon equal terms, will 
Enjoy equal rights , and 
Will he recognised by the same title • 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



79B NAVAL 8tTRG EONS— ADDRESS TO THE PROFESSION. 


As tills Institution, if final y established, 
must break down the Collegiate and Hospi- 
tal Monopolies, and must relieve the poor 
from the dreadful consequences which too 
often result from the operations of incom- 
petent practitioners, it is calculated to exer- 
cise a MOST BENEFICIAL INFLUENCE OVER 

tub public ubalth, and thus prove of 

INDESCRIBABLE ADVANTAOB TO THE COM- 
MUNITY. 

The examination of students tor the 
Diploma will be conducted openly in the 
presence of the public and the press, in a 
theatre constructed for the purpose. 

In every respeot it will be a public in- 
stitution, established for tub public good, 
and for the honour and protection of 
medical practitioners, and erected for 
the attainiltent of such beneficent objects, it 
must command and receive the unqualified 
support of our pr om t jus t and wise 
government. 

Tme Council of the College feared to 
encounter the members on Thursday, not- 
withstanding the support of the magistrates 
and their armed police, and they published 
in the papers of the next day the following 
advertisement. 

“ Royal College of Surgeons in London, 

“ In consequence of the riot and confu- 
sion which prevented the delivery of the 
lecture on Tuesday last, and which the 
President and Council have reason to ap- 
prehend will be repeated, the lectures are 
postponed until farther notice. 

** Edmund Bel four, Sec.” 


NAVAL SURGEONS. 

The Members of the deputation* which 
was appointed in die theatre of the College 
on Tuesday last, have written to the Duke 
of Devonshire, to know when it will be 
convenient for bis Grace to honour them 
with an interview. The reply of the Lord 
Chamberlain had not been received when 
our Number went to press. 


ADDRESS 

TO THE 

MEDICAL PROFESSION OF GREAT 
BRITAIN AND IRELAND, 

Agi'eed to at a Meeting of Members of the 
College of Surgeons . 

George Walker, Esq., in the Chair. 

Gentlemen,— We feel it to be our im- 
perative duty to call upon you to unite with 
us in an endeavour to save the honourable 
profession wbjcb we exercise from the 
shame and ignominy with which a few ma- 
lignant and misguided men hsve endea* 
voured to tarnish it. We entreat of you to 
reflect upon the extraordinary event it is 
oar duty to record. A foul, unprovoked, 
and illegal assault, has this day been com- 
mitted upon the whole of the members of 
the Royal College of Surgeons, by order 
of— we blush to say it — by order of their 
Council . We were waiting in our own 
theatre for the purpose of discharging an 
important duty to a branch of our brother 
members, when, by order of the Couneil, a 
band of armed men from Bow Street Office 
were let loose upon us. These men, bran-' 
dishing their bludgeons as if they had to. 
encounter a gang of assassins, laid violent 
hands upon us, wrenched us from our seats, 
and expelled us from our theatre by brute 
force. Thus have our rights been trampled 
upon, our lives endangered, our feelings 
outraged, and our profession insulted, by 
our own Council. Gentlemen , we know not 
what atonement can be made for so criminal 
and wanton an act of treachery; but we 
[feel that the whole profession will join us, 
heart and hand, in our endeavour to rescue 
the government of the College of Surgeons 
from a council which could so groasly and 
premeditatedly pervert the duties of their 
office. At any rate they will immediately 
be brought to justice, and we trust that all 
connexion between them and every honour- 
able member of the profession will soon 
cease in law, as it now does is fact. We 
| hope that no medical student will present 
himself for a diploma stained with the 
blood of his senior colleagues. This lan- 
guage is strong, but it is lamentably inade- 
quate to express the abhorrence you must 
i have felt had you witnessed this atrocious. 
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violation of every moral and professional 
feeling. For ourselves, whose persons and 
liberties were attacked in the most ruffian - 
like manner, we are determined to exercise 
every means at our disposal to prevent a 
recurrence of such an unprincipled outrage. 
Need we say, that measures must instantly 
be taken to place the rights of the profession 
upon a secure basis, or we shall become ob- 
jects of feebleness and contempt. 

(Signed on behalf of the meeting) 

G. Walker, Chairman. 


OUTRAOE AT THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — Our very excellent teacher, Mr. 
Waller, at the close of his lecture this even- 
ing, expressed himself nearly in the follow- 
ing words ; and from the very warm marks 
of approbation which followed his address, 
it is quite clear that the sentiments of the 
class were in unison with his own, and, 
therefore, you will no doubt oblige them by 
putting it on record : — 

“ Gentlemen," said Mr. Waller, “I have 
an apology to make for this short lecture ; 
I came in late, 1 leave off early ; but really 
I am this moment labouring under excite- 
ment at some events I have just witnessed, 
which unfit me for the continuance of my 
duty. 1 am just returned from the College 
of Surgeons, and have there witnessed a | 
scene which must excite and irritate every 
one who has the misfortune to be a member 
of such a College. I have seen. Gentle- 
men, the members of that College sitting in 
their own theatre, quietly and dispassion* j 
ately advocating their own rights, forcibly j 
ejected, turned out vi et armis, by a set of j 
police vagabonds, acting under the direc- i 
tion of the self-elected corrupt junta, the 
President and Council. Whether the law 
will protect its own myrmidons, or whether 
justice will be administered to those upon I 
whom this base act has been committed, 
remains to be seen ; but 1 understand that a 
charge of assault will be preferred against 
them. But, Gentlemen, such a state of 
things ought not, will not, cannot, be suf- 
fered to exist. If the members submit 
quietly to these insults, they will deserve 
every indignity which may be heaped* upon 
them ; it was a proceeding, Gentlemen, dis- 
graceful to the age in which we live *, an 
act, in fact, which would disgrace any civil- 
ized society, an act unparalleled in the his- 
tory of any body having the slightest pre- 


tensions to be called a scientific one," (Im- 
mense cheering.) 

I remain, Sir, yours obediently, 

A Pupil of Mr. Waller. 
Tuesday evening, March 8th, 18S1. 


COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. 

LECTURES AND ACCOUNTS. 

7b the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — I am this moment returned from 
the College of Physicians, to which I was 
invited by the President and Fellows (as 
their card expresses) “ for the purpose of 
reading medical papers, and holding medical 
conversations," and never do I remember 
to have attended a medical society with so 
little benefit or satisfaction. A paper was 
read to be sure (the production of one of the 
learned fellows), but it contained so many 
self-evident facts, and so Uttle instruction, 
that I believe there was not a physician 
present who did not feel disappointment and 
regret at the loss of the time he had spent is 
listening to it. Immediately after the read* 
ing of the paper the President left the chair, 
and thus concluded the business of the 
evening. I cannot help thinking, that 
through your valuable Journal, some mesa* 
might be suggested for better regulating the 
concerns of this monopolising President and 
Fellows. 

I have always considered, Mr. Editor, 
that When a man becomes a licentiate, he 
should attend all medical meetings in the 
College as a right, that he should be allowed 
the use of the library, and have access to the 
museum, without laying bimeelf under a 
personal obligation to any fellow who may 
happen to be elected librarian or curator of 
the museum. It should be remembered, 
that on his becoming a licentiate, certain 
fees are exacted, as, for instance, a fee to 
the president, a fee to each of the censers, 
a fee to the registrar, a fee to the beadle, a 
fee to the porter, besides stamps, &c., and, 
lastly, a fee of 32f. to4he College. All these 
fees (whether rightly exacted or not I will 
refrain from inquiring) speak for themselves, 
excepting the last, which I cannot under- 
stand. As the College chooses to exact this 
latter sum, I think licentiates have a right 
to inquire what becomes of it. I am quite 
sure there must be some liberal-minded men 
among the fellows, who would scorn to take 
a fee in this way, without explaining w^pat 
becomes of it, if they could ; but the only 
answer I could get to my private inquiries 
was, that every -thing was correct according 
Lto the regulations of the College, and ac- 
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cording to tbe present Charter. This ex- 
planation to me is auy-tbing but satisfac- 
tory, and the sooner the present regulations 
are altered, the better for its credit ; let 
the worm-eaten Charter be brought to light 
from the hole or corner where it has so long 
slumbered in peace, either to be re-modelled 
or cancelled altogether. I am, 'Mr. Editor, 

Your very obedient servant, 

A Licentiate. 

[As in the case of Mr. Greenhow’s let- 
ter, and indeed two or three others, we have 
to complain of the late delivery of the above 
communication, which has only just come to 
hand.— Ed. L.] 


THE ANATOMICAL SCHOOL, BREWEK-STilEET, 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — At tbe commencement of this season 
you showed yourself the pupils’ friend, by 
cautioning them to beware to whom they paid 
their money, a caution which all who have 
entered to tbe new anatomical school, 
Brewer Street, regret having disregarded j 
for the loss of time I consider a greater loss 
than tbe waste of money. This school was 
ten weeks before it bad any subject at all, 
and then only a small one covered with pus- 
tules of small-pox, which had no doubt been 
refused by tbe other schools. Alter this, a 
very old emaciated subject was procured, 
price eight guineas, the muscles of which 
were so had, that the fibres gave way in 
many parts, and would not bear dissection ; 
aud this is all that has been attempted to 
be dissected at the new anatomical school ; 
there has never been one specimen of good 
dissection on the table of the lecturer 
or demonstrator, the latter person coming 
twice or thrice a week at twenty minutes, 
a quarter, and even ten minutes to nine, 
though his appointed time is every morning 
at eight. Could you. Sir, point out any 
way by which the pupils may recover their 
money, which I conceive they have a right 
to demand 1 It is impossible that gentlemen, 
who feel that responsibility which those who 
teach this important branch ought to feel, 
could act in this manner ; for, in fact, they 
have never yet had any part of the hpman 
subject fit either for demonstration or lec- 
ture. Be kind enough to let this, which 
contains the sentiments of the remaining 
class, appear in your valuable Lancet. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

A Pupil, j 

February, 1831. j 


LAW OF THE FRENCH SOCIETY OF PHARMA* 
COPOLISTS ON THE SALE OF SECRET RE- 
MEDIES. — / 

% ; + 

■ ^ . -s -S- 

As the Society is in the higltfrat degree 
jealous of the dignity of the profusion 
which its members pursue, any apothecary 
who shall compromise that respectability by 
announcing himself as the author or deposi- 
tary of secret medicines, by causing himself 
to be puffisd in the papers, by associating 
the dutie* of the apothecary with a trade to 
which the former should remain ji stranger, 
&c«, such a person cannot become a member 
of the Society, and if he be already a mem- 
ber, the secretary shall send him a copy of 
this article, when, in case of his continuing 
the proscribed traffic or practice, he shall 
be expelled upon sufficient proof of the of- 
fence.”— General Law, Arti 36. 

THE SISTERS OF CHARITY — PARIS 
QUACKERY. 

The apothecaries of Paris have presented 
a memorial to M. Odillon Barrot, prefect of 
the Seine, requesting the suppression of the 
dispensaries of medicine connected with tbe 
charitable institutions, in which it appears 
the medicine is vended, prescribed, 
and compounded by the Sisters of Charity, 
land other religious societies of females, 

[ The principal grounds on which the memo- 
rialists take their position, are, the total 
want of medical education in these persons, 
and the inconveniences and dangers result- 
ing from their refusal to sell medicines after 
certain hours, and on the Sabbath day. Tbe 
memorialists add, that “ Either the apothja-r 
caries should no longer be compelled -to un- 
dergo a lengthened period of study and sub- 
sequent examinations, or the shops kept by 
totally unqualified individuals should be im- 
media tely suppressed.” 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

T* ie letter of Dr. Morrison, and those of manv 
other geutlemen, have been unavoidably postponed 
until ulxt week. ir*-* 
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PRACTICAL COMMENTARIES ON 


DR. CHRISTISON'S PROCESSES 


DETECTING POISONS. 


COPPER.— ZINC. — BARTTA.— OPIUM. — NUX 
VOMICA. — PRUSSIC ACID. , 


recommended for the detection of copper, 
zinc, baryta, opium, strychnine, and hydro- 


' \ v * mens prepared in vessels ascertained to be 

MEDIAL JURISPftIJi)£NCE. free from cupreous ingredients. 

' o» " Before proceeding further we may remark, 

practical commentaries on in the paper already alluded, to, the 

estimation of the atomic equivalents of cop- 
DR. CHRISTISON'S PROCESSES p^j. j g not fructioTuHiy correct \ for prao- 
F0R - tical purposes, however, it is more useful 

than a precise calculation, inasmuch as the 
DETECTING POISONS. relative quantities are more easily under* 

_ stood, and, what is of almost equal import- 

copper.— zinc. — bartta. — opium. — nux w*® 6 ? m ° r * explained. 

vomica.— prussic acid. , 2iNC.-The following description of the 

_ _ , .. . . chemical relations of zinc is individually so 

The only processes described by our au- _ 

_ r . / r A . .. ., 7 .v™ complete, that we extract it without note or 

thor, which remain to he noticed, are those ^ w i, 

, . , .. . . .. c comment. We must remark, however, tnat 

recommended for the detection of copper. inflnence o f metallic emetic orer 

zinc,, baryta, opium, atrychnine, and hydro- Dr.Christi.on doc 

cyanic acid. On the tot of J BOt a JL» which the .object 

not dwell long, at we this week publish, in r j in 

. , T , i_ -_u demands, although from the observation, in 

another part of our Journal, an article which * 

we have received on the same anhjct, the *• ^ *n JSSTfSTt 

author of which (Dr. O’Shaughneaay) e,- he ^ow. hundf Mly aware of .m, 

. _ ' . . , . a /. portant modifications emetics may Tender 

tiTely follows Dr. Chnstison s method of r .... - , 

. . . , - . necessary m inquiries of these descriptions. 

examining suspected, mixtures, with the ex- J n _» 

ception ofuring ‘J 1 * poi.‘nd/of ti^h^h.^^ong^ 

acetic, estimating the quantity of the sul- J^ €Wlgi 4 BIlbto doses in medicine, . have 
phuret and reducing this to the metallic sometimes caused serious and even fatal 
state, a consummation of the experiment on effects. Pertly on this account, and partly 
which Dr. Christison does not iosist. The because one. of them, the sulphate of zinc, 
existence of copper in various organic sub- the emetic most commo^ly used m 

. . . vtr ^ , the treatment of poisoning, is apt to corn- 

stances is a cunons phenomenon,and further ^ y&riou8 me 5 ic0 .l e gal analyses, it will 

researches on the subject seem extremely ^ to notice both its physiological 

desirable, either to extend the list of sub- properties and the mode of detecting it by 
stances in which it has already been found, chemical means. The only important com- 

or to point out thoae in which it ii altoge- of *J“» 

A w u a ° vitriol. Aa usually sold in the shops,, it 

ther deficient. We would recommend, to formt >nuill) priam.tic crystals, tianeparent, 
those who have leisure to prosecute the coloariegSf 0 f a vat y styptic metallic taste, 
subjeot, the institution of experiments on an d exceedingly soluble in water; that 
various kinds of cheese. We have found which is kept by the apothecary is generally 
copper in the Stilton and Parmesan, but as pure, but the salt of commerce comma? y 
.. r JV . , , contains an admixture of sulphate, of iron, 

it remains doubtful whether in these in- pregence 0 f which the natural action 

stances the copper has not proceeded from ^ the ^ estg f or miterisUy modified, 

the vessels used in the manufacture of the qq, e solution of the pu re salt is precipitated 
cheese, it would be well to examine sped- white by the caustic alkalies, an, oxide being 
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thrown down, which it soluble in in excess 
of ammonia. The alkaline carbonates also 
precipitate it white, the carbonate of am- 
monia being the most delicate of these re- 
agents; the pssefpitato is soluble in as 
excess of carboiate of srihmonift, and is not 
thrown dowif again by boiling. 'lb e "preci- 
pitate produced both by the alkalies and bj 
their carbonates becomes yellow, when 
heated nearly to redness, and on cooling it 
becomes again white. This is s very cha- 
racteristic property, by which the oxide of 
nine may be known from every other white 
pbvder. The ferro-cyasste of potass also 
causes a white precipitate. A stream of 
sulphuretted hydrogen likewise causes a 
White precipitate, the snlphufet of zinc, the 
Colour Of which distinguishes the present 
genua of poisons from dl those previously 
mentioned, at well as from the next genus, 
the poisons of lead ; the precipitate is apt 
to be suspended till the excess of gas is 
expelled by ebullition. When the sulphate 
of shaC oon tains iron, the alkalies throw down 
U g ree n lah+wlrite preeipitule, the alkaline 
carbonates a grayish or reddish white, the 
frrrwcyaaate of potass a light blue, but sul- 
phuretted hydrogen the usual white preci- 
pitate. Tincture of galls, which merely 
rend e rs the /pure salt hazy,* eanaes a deep 
violet eoagnlum* if there is say ferruginous 
impurity. The sulphate of sins is acted on 
by albumen and milk, precisely in the same 
manner as the sulphate of copper ; the salt 
is decomposed, and the metallic oxide forms 
an insoluble compound with the animal 
m a tte r. When the sulphate of abac has been 
■used with vegetable and animal subetauoe*, 
the action of the tests mentioned above is 
modified. In such circumstances I have 
found the following process convenient:— 
The mixture being strained tbroigb gsOzej 
is to be acidulated with acetic acid, and 
filtered through paper. The see tie acid <ttt- 
ootvee my oxide of sine that may have beau 
threw* do#* in onion with animal matter* 
The filtered fioid k then to be evaporated 
to a convenient extent, and treated when 
cool With selphureMeddtydrogea gas* upon 
which a grayish or white milkiness, or pre- 
OipiWrte, will be lamed. The exeeae of gas 
frinst now he expelled by betting, end tbs 
precipitate washed by the preeess of snbsi* 
deuce end affueicM, tad cptteoted m a filter. 
It h die* to be dried end heated to redness 
i* 0 tube* When it has cooled it is to be 
acted on by sfreag nitric acid, which dis- 
selves the ziac and leaves the sulphur. The 
nitrons eofatien should next be diluted, and 
neutralised with carbonate of ammonia; 
after which the liquid test* formerly men- 
tioned will aet characteristically. The effect 
ef cafbenate of ammonia, and that of heat, 
e* the Carbonate «f seine, which is thrown 
d#w*, ought to ha particular!/ relied on. 


I hay® tried this process with the matter 
vomited after the administration of sulphste 
of zinc, in a case of pretended poisoning, 
snd found it to mnswer exceedingly well." 

Baryta.— The following process, like the 
former, is, to for as it goes,- entirely unex- 
ceptionable. There is one point, however, 
which the author has neglected to notice, 
and which we shall endeavour to remedy. 
Before it can be understood it is necessary 
to study the quotation itself. 

" Three compounds of this substance msy 
be mentioned, the pore earth of oxide, the 
muriate Or bydrochtorste, snd the carbonate. 
The pure earth, however, is so little seen, 
that it k tmneeessary to describe its chemi- 
cal orphysiological properties. 

a The emrbonate of baryta is met with 
in two states. Sometimes it is native, and 
then commonly occurs in radiated crystal- 
line masses, of different degrees of coarse- 
ness of fibre, nearly colourless, very heavy, 
and effervescing with dilated muriatic acid. 
It is also sold in the shops in the form ofa 
fine powder of a white colour, prepared arti- 
ficially by precipitating a scriuMe salt of 
baryta with an alkaline carbonate. It m best 
known by its ooiour, insolubility ia water, 
solubility with effervescence in muriatic 
acid, and the properties of the resulting mu- 
riate of baryta. 

" The mteriatie, or hyiiroehlorate, is the 
most common of the compounds of tins 
earth, having been for some time used ia 
medicine for scrofulous and other constitu- 
tional disorders. It is procured either by 
evaporating the solution of the carbonate 
in hydrochloric acid, or by decomposing a 
mere cokmoa mineral the sulphate, by 
means ef cbarcod sided by best, dissolving 
in boiling water the sulphuret so formed, 
and decomposing this sulphuret by hydro- 
chloric acid. It is commonly met with i* 
the shops irregularly crysttfllsed In tables. 
It has an tdrid, imtatiag take, is perms* 
seat is the air, and dissolves in two parts 
sad a half of temperate water- The solu- 
tion is distinguished from other substances 
by the following chemical characters. From 
all other metallic pokeue hitherto mention- 
ed, it ia easily aktingm&ked by mesas ef 
•ulpbrnretted hydrogen, which does net 
cause any change in harytic solutions. From 
the alkaline and magnesian salts, it is dis- 
tinguished by the effects of the alkaline 
sulphates, which' do hot set oh the former, 
but cause in all sehttkae of baryta a h e a vy 
white precipitate, which is iaanluhle in ni- 
tric acid. From the bydrocblorates of lime 
and strontia, it is to be distinguished by 
evaporating the solution till it crystallizes. 
The crystals ere knewh hot tube hydro- 
ehlprase ef time, hemmed tftfeyr «rt net Ms- 
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queseent. The hydwchlortte of ■troutia 
(which resembles that of baryte in many 
properties, bat which most be carefully dis- 
tinguished as it is not poisonoas) differs in 
form of the crystals, which are delioate six- 
sided prisms, while those of the barytic 
salt are four-sided tables, often truncated on 
two opposite angles, sometimes on all four, 
—by its solubility is alcohol, which does not 
take np the bydrochlorate'of baryta,— and by 
its effect on the flame of alcohol, which it 
colours rose-red, while the barytic salts 
colour it yellow. The hydrochlorste of ba- 
ryta is known from the other soluble barytic 
■•Its* by the action of nitrate of silrer, 
which throws down a white precipitate. 
Vegetable aad animal flaida do not decom- 
pose the solution of the hydrochlorate of 
baryte, except by reason of the sulphates 
and carbonates, which most of them contain 
in small quantities. But the action of its 
teste may be disguised, although the salt 
has not undergone decomposition. In that 
case the most convenient method of analysis 
is to add a little nitric acid, which will dis- 
solve any carbonate of baryta that may have 
been formed, —to filter and then throw down 
the whole baryta in the form of sulphate, 
by meant of the sulphate of soda, and to 
collect the precipitate, and calcine it with 
charcoal for half on hour in a platinum spoon 
or earthen crucible, according to the quan- 
tity. A sulphuret of baryta will thus be 
procured, wbioh is to be dissolved out by 
boiling water, and decomposed after filtra- 
tion by muriatic acid. A pure solution is 
thus easily procured." 

The omission we have' alluded to con- 
sists in this, that Dr. Christison overlooks 
the effect of the antidote, tit., sulphate of 
soda or magnesia, which must be adminis- 
tered by the modicid attendant, and which 
will convert all the soluble barytic salt- into 
an insoluble sulphate. Dr. Christison’a 
procem, performed on vomited matter con- 
taining tins compound, wiH not afford a trace 
of the poison. We would, therefore, pro- 
pose to dry the suspected substance, and 
heat it to redness in a silver or platinum 
crucible for half an hour. In this way the 
esvbon of the organic animal or vegetable 
matters reduces the sulphate to the state of 
sulphuret, a compound soluble in dilute mu- 
riatic acid, with disengagement of sulph. 
hydrogen gaa. The filtered fluid may then 
be examined according to the properties of 
the earth described in the preceding extract. 

The next poiapn we arrive at is 

Owum, and its alkaloid principle, mor- 
phine*— -In his description of the chemical 


properties of these substances, s ad of the 
mode in which they may be detected, the 
author is exceedingly successful. Notwith- 
standing the facility with which vegetable 
poisons are removed beyond the reash of 
analysis by digestion, and other causes, in 
many fatal eases opium may be detected 
by the subjoined experiments, and they are 
equally applicable to its recognition in por- 
ter or other fluids of this description. 

It is necessary to premise that opium is a 
concrete vegetable exudation composed of 
various proximate principles ; viz., morphia; 
meconic acid, narcotine, resin, caoutckou, 
lignin, &c. Of these the two first are alone 
important, as far as the process for the de- 
tection of opium is concerned. They co* 
exist in opium in the state of the meconate 
of morphia, and from its wateiy infusion or 
alcoholic solution the first may be precipi-i 
tated by ammonia, and the second by the 
subacetate of lead, the meconate of lead 
being thrown down, which, when decOm** 
posed by sulphuretted hydrogen, sets free! 
the meconic acid — . 

“ Of the Tests for Meconic Acid. — Meco- 
nic acid, as procured by evaporation* is in 
little scales of a pale-brown or yellowish 
tint, being rendered so by adhering resin or 
extractive matter, from which it has hitherto 
been found impossible to free it altogether; 
1. When heated {in a tube; it is partly ’del 
composed and partly sublimed, and the sub« 
limate condenses in filamentous radiated 
crystals. 2. When dissolved even in a Very 
large quantity of Water, the solution acquires 
an intense cherry-red colour, with the p et* 
muriate of iron ; the sublimed crystals have 
the same property : only one Other neid is 
so affected, namely, the sulpho-cyanic, d 
very rare substance. 5. Its Solution gives 
a pale -green precipitate with the sulphate 
of copper, and, if the precipitate is not tod 
abundant, it is dissolved by boiling, but re* 
appears on cbolfng. ' • 

“ Of the Tests for Morphia. — Morphia} 
when pure, is in small, beautiftil, white 
crystals. Various forms have been ascribed 
to them ; but » the numerous crystal! iza* 
tions I hare made, it has always assumed 
the form of n flattened hexangular prism; 
It has & bitter taste, but no smell* A gentle 
heat melts it, and if the fluid maker is then 
allowed to cool, a crystalline radiated sub* 
stance is formed. A stronger heat reddens 
and then chars the fused mats, white fumes 
of a peculiar odour are disengaged, and at 
last the mass kindles and burns brightlyt 
Morphia is very little soluble in water. It 
is more soluble in ether. But its proper 
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solvents are alcohol, or the diluted acids, 
mineral as well as vegetable. Its alcoholic 
solution is intensely bitter, and has an al- 
kaline reaction. From its solutions in the 
acids, crystallizable salts may be procured, 
and morphia may be separated by the supe- 
rior. affinity of any of the inorganic alkalies, 
more particularly by ammonia. Morphia 
becomes instantly orange-red when treated 
with nitric acid. When suspended in water, 
and then treated with a drop or two of the 
permuriate of iron, it is dissolved, and forms 
a dirty indigo-blue solution. A concen- 
trated solution in acetic acid is similarly 
acted on. - - - - - 

“ Of the Process for detecting Opium in 
mixed fluids and colours . —Having stated 
these particulars of the chemical history of 
opium and its chief component ingredients, 

I shall now describe what has appeared to 
me the most delicate and satisfactory me- 
thod of detecting it in a mixed state. 
1. If there is any solid matter it is to be 
Out into small fragments, water is to be 
added if necessary, then a little acetic acid 
sufficient to render the mixture acidulous, 
and when the whole mass has been well 
stirred and has stood a few minutes, it is to 
be filtered and evaporated at a temperature 
somewhat below ebullition to the consist- 
ence of a moderately thick syrup. To this 
extract strong alcohol is to be gradually 
added, care being taken to break down any 
coagulum which may be formed ; and after 
ebullition and cooling, the alcoholic solution 
is to be filtered. The solution must then 
be evaporated to the consistence of a thin 
syrup, and the residue dissolved in distilled 
water and filtered anew. 2. Add now the 
solution of subacetate of lead as long as it 
causes precipitation, filter and wash. The 
filtered fluid contains the morphia, and the 
precipitate on the filter contains meconic 
acid united with the oxide of lead. 3. The 
fluid part is to be treated with sulphuretted 
hydrogen to throw, down any lead which 
may remain in solution. It is then to be 
filtered while cold , and evaporated suffi- 
ciently in a vapour-bath. If, notwithstand- 
ing the action of the salt of lead and that 
of the sulphuretted-hydrogen, the liquid is 
considerably coloured, the colour must be 
destroyed by filtering it through animal 
charcoal. The solution thus eventually pro- | 
cured is to be subjected to the tests for mor- 1 
phis formerly mentioned; and when the 
quantity is very small, the tests which 
ought to be chosen are — the taste, the sc- 
tion of perchloride of iron on the fluid, and 
the action of nitric aoid on the residue of its 
evaporation. 4. It is usefnl, however, to 
separate the meconic acid also; because, as 
its properties are more delicate, I have re- 
peatedly been able to detect it satisfactorily, 
when I did not feel satisfied with the result 


of the search for morphif. Dr. Ure made 
the same remark in his evidence on the trial 
of Stewart and his wife. He detected the 
meconic acid, but could not separate the 
morphia. Suspend, therefore, in a Httle 
water the precipitate caused by the subace- 
tate of lead ; transmit sulphuretted hydro- 
gen till the whole precipitate is blackened ; 
filter immediately without boiling; then 
boil, and if necessary filter a second time. 
A great deal of the impurities thrown down 
by the subacetate of lead will be separated 
with the sulphuret of lead, and the meconic 
acid is dissolved. But it requires in general 
farther purification, which is best attained 
by again throwing it down with snbacetate 
of lead, and repeating the steps of the pre- 
sent paragraph. The fluid is now to be con- 
centrated by evaporation, and subjected to 
the tests for meconic acid, more particularly 
to the action of perchloride of iron, when 
the quantity is small. If there is evidently 
a considerable quantity of acid, a portion 
should be evaporated till it yields crystal- 
line scales, which have always a yellowish 
tint ; and these are to be heated in a tube 
to procure the arborescent crystalline sub- 
limate formerly described. About a sixth 
of a grain of meconic acid, however, is re- 
quired to try the latter test conveniently .” 

Before we leave opium we may remark 
that in Dr. A. T. Thomson’s Conspectus of 
the Pharmacopoeias, appendix on poisons, we 
fiod its chemioal properties noticed thus,-~ 
“ Opium. — Test, none, if we except the 
peculiar and familiar odour of the drug.” — 
We need offer no remarks on this strange 
assertion. 

Closely allied to the foregoing in chemical 
properties is the 

Nux -Vomica, and its alkaloid strych* 
nine, for the detection of which we find the 
following process recommended : — 

“ Tests of Nux -Vomica. — Nux- vomica, 
the most common of the species, is a flat, 
roundish kernel, hardly an inch in diameter, 
of a yellowish or greenish-brown colour, 
and covered with short silky hairs. In pow- 
der it has a dirty greenish-gray colour, an 
intensely bitter taste, and an odour like 
powder of liquorice. . It inflames on burning 
charcoal, and when treated with nitric acid 
acquires an orange-red colour, which .is 
destroyed by the addition of protochloride 
of tin. Its infusion also is turned orange- 
red by nitric acid, and precipitates grayish - 
white with tincture of galls. Orfila and 
j Barruel have made some experiments on 
the mode of detecting it in the stomach, and 
the following is the plan recommended by 
them : — The contents of the stomach, or the 
powder, if it can be separated, must be 
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boiled in water aeidnlated with tulpbnrie 
acid. The liquid after filtration is neutra- 
lized with carbonate of lime, and then eva- 
porated to dryness. The dry mass is then 
acted on with successive portions of alcohol, 
and evaporated to the consistence of a thin 
syrup. The product has an intensely bitter 
taste, precipitates with ammonia, becomes 
deep orange-red with nitric acid, and will 
sometimes deposit crystals of strychnia on 
standing two or three days. These experi- 
ments it is important to remember, because, 
contrary to what takes place in regard to the 
vegetable poisons generally, nux- vomica is 
very often found in the stomachs of those 
poisoned with it.” 

We have now arrived at the last of Dr. 
Christison's processes, namely that for the 
detection of 

Hydrocyanic Acid.— The author’s de- 
scription here is exceedingly good, and ad- 
mits of no condensation 

“ The tests for the hydrocyanic acid have 
been lately examined by M. Lassaigne of 
Paris, by Dr. Turner of London, and by 
Professor Orfila. They are, its odour, the 
salts of copper, the salts of the protoxide of 
iron, and nitrate of silver. The peculiar 
odour of the acid is a very characteristic 
and delicate test of its presence. Accord- 
ing to Orfila, the smell is perceptible when 
no chemical reagent is delicate enough to 
detect it. But I must observe, that I nave 
known some persons who were nearly in- 
sensible of any smell, even in a specimen 
which was tolerably strong. Hence when 
the odour is resorted to as a test, it ought 
to be tried by several persons. The sul- 
phate of copper forms with hydrocyanic 
acid, when rendered alkaline with a little 
potass, a greenish precipitate, which be- 
comes nearly white, on the addition of a 
little hydrochloric aoid. The purpose of the 
hydrochloric acid is to redissolve some 
oxide of copper thrown down by the potass. 
The precipitate is then the cyanide of cop- 
per. This test, according to Lassaigne, 
will act on the poison when dissolved in 
20,000 parts of water. But as the precipi- 
tate is not coloured, the test is an insigni- 
ficant one compared with the next. If the 
aoid is rendered alkaline by potass, the salts 
of the protoxide of iron produce a grayish- 
green precipitate, which, on the addition of 
a little sulphuric acid, becomes of a deep 
Prussian-blue colour. The common green 
vitriol answers very well for this purpose. 
The salts of the peroxide of iron will also 
often answer, because, unless carefully pre- 
pared, they are never altogether free of 
rotoxide. But, contrary to what is stated 
y Lassaigne, — by MM. Thenard, Vauque- 
lin, and Magendie, the reporters of the 
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Academy on bis paper, and still more re- 
cently by Orfila, the salts of the pure per- 
oxide of iron have no sueh effect. They 
cause with the potass a brownish precipi- 
tate, which is re dissolved on the addition of 
sulphuric acid, leaving the solution limpid. 
These errors have been rectified by Dr. 
Turner, who also shows, contrary to the 
statements of Lasssigne, that the protosul- 
phate of iron is a more delicate teat than the 
sulphate of copper. This I have also had 
occasion to remark. 

“ The nitrate of silver is considered by 
Professor Orfila a very delicate and charac- 
teristic reagent for hydrocyanic acid. A 
white precipitate is produced in a very di- 
luted solution; and this precipitate is dis- 
tinguished from the other white salts of sil- 
ver, by being ♦ insoluble in nitric acid at 
ordinary temperatures, but easily soluble 
in that acid at its boiling temperature. A 
more characteristic property is, that the 
precipitate when dried and heated emits 
cyanogen gas, which ia easily known by the 
beautiful rose-red colour of its flame. Some- 
times it it necessary to determine the strength 
of diluted hydrocyanic acid, because, on ac- 
count erf its tendency to decomposition, 
doubts may be entertained whether a mix- 
ture which contains it is strong enough to 
be dangerously poisonous. According to 
Orfila, the best method of ascertaining the 
strength either of a pure eolation or of n 
mixture in syrup, is to throw down the 
acid with the nitrate of silver and dry the 
precipitate ; a hundred parts of which cor- 
respond to 20.33 of pure hydrocyanic acid. 

“ Process for mixed fluids. — Some im- 
portant observations have been lately made 
by MM. Leuret and Lassaigne on the effect 
of mixing animal matters with hydrocyanic 
acid. The most material of their results are, 
that if the body of an animal poisoned with 
the acid ia left unburied for three days, the 
poison can no longer be detected ; and that 
if it ia boned within twenty-four hours, the 
poison may be found after a longer interval, 
but never after eight days. The reason is, 
either that the acid is volatilized, or that it 
is decomposed. For detecting the poison in 
mixed fluids, Orfila has lately advised the 
following process. The fluid may be treated 
with animal charcoal without heat. The 
colour being thus generally destroyed, the 
tests will sometimes act as usual. Or, 
without this preparation, a slip of bibulous 
paper moistened with pure potass, may be 
immersed in the suspected fluid for a few 
minutes, and then touched with a solution of 
sulphate of iron ; upon which the usual blue 
colour will be produced on the paper. If 
neither of these methods should answer, the 
fluid is to be distilled. Distillation of the 
fluid is, on the whole, the best mode of pro- 
cedure. It was proposed some time before 
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by Laataigfle and Lmt for detecting the 
poison In the stomach after death. The 
stops of their process, which appears to me 
the boot yst proposed, are as follows t — The 
contents after filtration are to be neutralised 
with sulphuric acid if they are alkaline, in 
order to fix the ammonia which may bare 
been disengaged by putrefaction $ the pro* 
dost is then to be distilled from a vapour- 
bath, till an eighth part ha a passed orer into 
the receiver ; and the distilled fluid is to be 
tested with the proto-sulphate of iron in the 
usual way. By this process Lassaigne eonld 
detect the poison in a cat or dog killed by 
twelve drops, aad examined twenty-four 
er forty-eight hours after death. But Dr. 
Schuberth has objected to it, —and the same 
objection will apply to every process in 
whioh heat is used, —that hydrocyanic acid 
may be formed during the distillation by the 
decomposition of animal matter. His ob- 
jection, however, appears only to rest on 
conjecture, or presumption at farthest: and 
I doubt whether, supposing the distillation 
to go on. slowly in the vapour-bath, the heat 
is sufficient to bring about the requisite de- 
composition. Tbs fbroe of the objection 
must be decided by future researches.’ 1 

The process recommended above by Or- 
filo deserves attention, on account of the 
serious fallacies to which it exposes the in- 
experienced analyst. Paper moistened with 
potash produces by itaelf, with the solution 
of sulphate of iron, a bluish-green stain, so 
like that caused by prussic acid, that it will 
certainly deceive any inexperienced exam- 
iner. This stain in the hydrated protoxide 
of iron, aad may he distinguished from tha 
hydroeysnate by exposure to tbe air for a 
few minutes, when, if the first, it continues 
blue, or even deepens in that colour ; if tbe 
second, it attraota oxygen rapidly from the 
air, and changes into the red peroxide or 
iron mould, as it is popalarly termed# 

Another point well deserving of exami- 
nation, is the question of the spontaneous 
generation of prussic acid during the heat- 
ing ef animal matters. We have some 
grounds for supposing that Schabartli’s 
speculations are well ftxmded, and for be- 
lieving that the acid may even be formed as 
a product of putrefaction at ordinary tem- 
peratures. 

lu our next Number we shall, as an ad- 
dition to tbla series of processes, describe 
an improved method by which iron may be 
recognised, and its quantity estimated in 
malt liquors. Wa shall also state tbe method 
of detecting bismuth, a poison whioh has 


recently occasioned some fatal accidents, 
and for whioh we find no process recom- 
mended by our author ; and, lastly, we shall 
take into consideration the several antidotes 
which produce a cure by the influence of 
chemical decompositions. 


ON THE RECENT DISCOVERT OP 

COPPER IN ORGANIC MATTERS, 

CONSIDERED WITH RESPECT TO CASES OP 

POISONING, OB THE ADULTERATIONS OP 

FOOD. 

( Read before the Westminster Medical 
Society, Saturday , March 5 .) 

By W. B. O’Shaughnesst, Af.2>. 

The manifest importance of the subject 
to which I have taken tbe liberty of request- 
ing tbe attention of this Sooiety, will 1 trust 
relieve me from the imputation of consum- 
ing their valuable time in idle and profitless 
speculations. An inquiry into tbe medico- 
legal value of chemical evidence in deciding 
on the presence of any deleterious substance 
in a suspected compound, no matter what 
the poison may be, most, if properly con- 
ducted, be attended with a certain degree 
of advantage to the public remotely, and 
more immediately to the medical profession* 
The interest of the inquiry is of course pro- 
portionate to the virulence ofthedestnc* 
tive agent, and in this respect the prepara- 
tions of copper undoubtedly occupy a very 
prominent piece. 

In the brief remarks which I proceed to 
offer, I mean entirely to restrict myself to 
the value of chemical evidence in deciding 
on cupreous poisoning or adulteration. 
With the aemeiology or pathology of these 
eases, I shall net interfere, partly because 
these subjects have already been investi- 
gated with an ability and precision which 
scarcely admit of any improvement, hut 
principally that I should not distract atten- 
tion from a point in itself of sufficient im- 
portance. Moreover, for many reasons, 
chemical evidence of poisoning constitutes a 
distinct and insulated subject ; for example, 
it not unfrequentiy happens, that from the 
unfortunate lack of analytic habits in the 
general body of practitioners, a suspected 
substance is sent from a distance for analysis, 
in which case the examines is usually urn- 
aided by tbe history of the case in arriving 
at his conclusions. Again, in cases which 
do not prove fetal, as in feigned or imputed 
poisoning, or in accidents from spoiled food, 
or io casual concmrrent vomitings or sporadic 
cbolera.ii) individuals, tbe chemical analysis 
ia almost of exclusive importance. Lastly, 
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in id alterations of food we bare scarcely 
any other guide to conduct us to a correct 
decision, inasmuch as it but rarely happens 
that adulterators are so incautious or unskil- 
ful ;as to add suck quantities of any per- 
nicious ingredient, as might indicate the 
fraud by its speedy physiological effects. 

Haring premised thesa general remarks, 
I proceed to state that the object of the 
succeeding observations, is, to prove that 
from the natural existence of the oxide of 
copper in various organic substances, first, 
that the detection of minute quantities of 
that metal in suspected cases affords, per se, 
no grounds of imputation ; secondly, that in 
all cases of analysis it is absolutely neces- 
sary that the quantity of the copper detect- 
ed should be accurately estimated. As far 
as my limited information extends, no atten- 
tion has yet been paid to these circumstances 
by medico-legal authorities. At least, the 
latest and best work of this description is 
totally silent on the subject. 

The existence of the oxide of copper in 
organic matters was first noticed and demon- 
strated by the celebrated Assessor Gahn, of 
Fahlun, who was accustomed to exhibit the 
production of distinct particles of metallic 
copper* reduced by him with the mouth- 
blowpipe from a quarter of a sheet of burnt 
paper. Singular as was this fact, it seems 
to have for some time attracted but little 
attention. The next experiment worthy of 
record on the subject, is staled by Bucholz , 
who detected copper in the ashes of the 
amomum zedoaria , in the galanga root, in 
others of the Bame family, and in various 
other vegetables of distinct kinds. These 
researches were pursued by Meisnei' with 
further success ; and, lastly. Af. Sarzeau 
bus shown in the Annalei de Chimie for 
July, 1830, that not only does copper exist 
in the plants enumerated by Meisner, but in 
various products of the animal department 
of organization. I should also say that in 
the admirable and bighly-useful translation 
of Rose’s Manual of Analysis, just published 
in this country, it is stated, that copper may 
be detected in solutions of Bugar by a re- 
agent to which I Bhall presently have occa- 
sion to revert. 

Of these experiments, those of M. Sar- 
zeau are, in a medico-legal point of view, 
by far the most important, lie enumerates 
cinchona bark, two kinds of coffee, cheese, 
and blood, as substances in which he has 
detected minute quantities of the metal; 
and in coffee, be states it t 6 exist to the 
extent of a grain in the pound. The 
process by which M. Sarzeau proceeded, 
was by arying and incinerating the sub- 
stances for examination, treating the ashes 1 
with dilute nitric acid, saturating the solu- 
tion with ammonia, which throws down se - 1 
Teral foreign matters, still retaining the 
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copper in solution. The mixture is then 
slightly acidulated with acetic acid, and the 
few drops of ferrocyanate of potash added. 
The first effect occasioned is the production 
of a brownish tinge, which deepens in tome 
hours, and in the coarse of twenty-four 
hours (in some cases longer) , * brown floen* 
lent precipitate is deposited, the ferrooy- 
anate of the oxide of copper. 

To obtain the metal from this precipitate 
is exceedingly easy. It consists in heating 
the precipitate to redness on a porcelain 
capsule, by which the hydrocyanic acid id 
partly expelled, and partly retained in com- 
bination with the oxide of iron, leaving on 
the capsule a mixture of the peroxide of 
copper, and the bine hydrocyanate of iron i 
on this you act with a little dilate sal* 
phuric acid, which dissolves both metal a* 
and by the addition of ammonia the iron if 
precipitated, and the copper retained ta 
solution as before. You have now but to 
filter, acidulate with a little sulphuric acid* 
and introduce a bit of pure iron wire, which 
shortly becomes coated with metallic copper. 

Since the publication of M. Sarzeau 7 * 
paper, I have repeated the process with 
every precaution against fallacy I could 
deviae, being impressed with the idea, that 
if I obtained similar results, they should 
induce medical jurists in this country to b* 
cautious iu deciding on poisoning or adul- 
teration by copper on chemical evidence. 

I first procured a sufficient quantity of 
nitric acid and ammonia to serte for *11 my 
experiments, and lest the copper might be 
contained in either of these fluids, I nee* 
tralized a portion 6 f one with the other, 
dropped in the solution of ferrocyanate of 
potash, and patiently allowed them to stand 
for ten days, and not the slightest ©fleet 
was produced ; no fallacy was therefore to 
be apprehended from the materials em- 
ployed, and this, I may remark, is by no 
means an unnecessary precaution, for 1 have 
more than once known a reagent to test 
itself, if I may be allowed to use the ex* 
pression. 

1 st. The first experiment was with 10 3 
of unroasted Berbice coffee ; in 24 hours a 
dense precipitate occurred, which, by the 
necessary manipulations, coated two inched 
of harpsichord wire with metallic copper. 

2 nd. Fourteen ounees of white bread were 
similarly treated; a cupreous precipitate 
showed itself in minute traces in 24 hoars, 
and in three days was sufficiently consider- 
ble to admit of decantation, incineration, 
and reduction by the iihmersion of the iron 
wire. 

3rd. Eight onnees of black mustard-seed 
gave a similar result. 

4th. One pound of beef afforded a faint 
metallic crust. 

bthi From 16 3 of human blood,' didgnet 
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races of copper were obtained at the end of 
six days. 

6th. Three pounds of potatoes gave no 
cupreous marks ; 1 lb. of pine charcoal 
seemed equally devoid of metallic impreg- 
nation. 

7th. The last experiment I instituted, 
was one to which I would especially request 
the attention of the Society. I prepared an 
alimentary mass, such as 1 conceived might 
exemplify tiie rejected matters after a meal, 
perhaps, attended with suspicious circum- 
stances. The mass consisted of two eggs, 
three cups of strong coffee, and eight ounces 
of bread and butter. . On drying and inci- 
nerating this mass, and subjecting it to the 
other steps of the process, metallic copper 
was distinctly obtained. 

Concerning the source of the copper thus 
detected, I shall not at present enter into 
any speculations, further than to remark, 
that with respect to bread, some difference 
Of opinion may arise whether the copper 
actually exists in the corn, or i s accidentally 
Or designedly introduced during the subse- 
quent steps of the preparation of bread. In 
support of the natural existence of the cop- 
per in corn, we have, first, the analogy of its 
undeniable existence in other vegetables; 
aecpndly, the evidence of M. Lefebure, a 
Dutch chemist of high reputation, who de- 
clares that he has found it#in corn ; and, 
thirdly, I may add my ,owu experiments oh 
bread, in which no adulteration of this kind 
has, in this country, been suspected. In 
opposition to these opinions, and in support 
of the designed adulteration, I may adduce 
the recent conviction and , confessions of 
several bakers in , Belgium, for practising 
this adulteration ; secondly, in myr own ex- 
periments, I have never succeeded in tracing 
copper in corn itself, although I have ope- 
rated on a specimen growing over an ex- 
tensive stratum of copper' dre. That the 
copper may occur,, in bread accidentally, J 
conceive may arise from tbe detritus of 
miil-atones, which, in come districts, are, 
I pm told, incorporated with malhchite or 
the carbonate, of. copper ; and, lastly, from 
the evidence of M. Lodibert , who, in a 
debate on this subject at the Acadhnie 
Jioyale de Medecine , seance de Janviet •, 
1830, stated that the sulphate of copper 
Was used for the. prevention of the malting 
of grain. My own, impressions on the sub- 
ject are, that copper usually finds its way 
into bread by accident. The. Belgic bakers 
used it by mistake for blue &}umn. How- 
ever, my experiments as yet Lave been too 
limited to enable me to pronounce & posi- 
tive opinion on the subject. 

: However this question be decided, it is 
manifest that the natural existence of cop- 
per in- the other substances I have de- 
scribed, must exercise an important influ- 


ence over medico-legal analysis. One illus- 
tration I will advance on this subject. The 
Society, perhaps, are aware that a work under 
the odd appellation of ** * Disease and Death 
in the Pot and the Bottle ” was published 
iu London [last year. Amidst other adulte- 
rations, it announced that the greening of 
Stilton cheese was sometimes effected by 
the use of verdegris; I accordingly pro- 
cured a quantity of the green cheese, in- 
stituted on it nearly the same experiments 
recommended by M. Sarzean, and detected 
metallic copper. I can only say, that the 
appearance of M. Sarzean’s paper prevented 
my denouncing the supposed adulteration 
to the local authorities, and on repeating 
the process with cheese not greened at all, 
an equal quantity of copper was obtained. . 

I have now, I trust, advanced enough to 
bear me out in my assertions ; 1st, that on 
chemical grounds alone the detection of 
minute quantities of copper affords no 
grounds of imputation; and, 2nd, “ that 
in all cases of analysis it is absolutely ne- 
cessary that the quantity of the detected 
copper should be accurately estimated.” I 
proceed, in conclusion, to detail a process 
bv which the last object may be accom- 
plished. 

The points to be attended to in tbe quan- 
titative detection of copper are fourfold. 
1st. To bring all the copper in the sus- 
pected mixture into a state of solution. 
Sadly. To free that solution from organic 
matter as much as possible. 3dly. To throw 
down from the solution an insoluble com- 
pound of copper, the combining proportions 
of which are well known; and lastly, to re- 
duce that insoluble compound to the metal- 
lic state. 

The first of these objects, namely, the 
dissolving of the copper, is readily and cer- 
tainly effected by boiling the suspected ma- 
terial; in dilute nitric acid for an hour in a 
porcelain vessel glazed with porcelain. The 
best vessels of this description, I may re- 
mark, are imported from Hamburgh, and no 
others should be used when these can be 
obtained. 

The second point, viz., "the freeing the 
solution .from organic matter, is best ob- 
tained after tbe necessary mechanical filtra- 
tion by the addition of caustic ammonia, 
which throws down caseum, albumen, the 
oxide of iron (which is often present), and 
various earthy matters, such as tbe phos- 
phate of lime, while it retains the oxide of 
copper in solution. 

The third step consists in the transmis- 
sion of sulphuretted hydrogen through the 
mixture previously acidulated with acetic 
acid. An insoluble sulphuret of copper is 
formed, which readily subsides after boil- 
ing, and may be collected on a small filter. 
However, as tbe sulphuret of copper thus 
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obtained is always associated with organic 
matters, it should be incinerated on a little 
porcelain capsule oyer the spirit-lamp flame, 
and the residue redissolved in dilute sul- 
phuric acid. This fluid is again to be neu- 
tralised with ammonia, a little acetic acid 
added, and sulphuretted hydrogen again 
transmitted. The eulphuret is now quite 

S ure. It should then be washed, removed, 
ried in a water-bath, and carefully weighed. 
Of tbis black sulphuret — 

100 Parts correspond to 64 metal 

Grs. 80 peroxide 
1 Grain.... 2 anhyd. sulph. of copper 

crystallised ditto 

14 neut. anhyd. per acet. 

crystallized ditto 

1$ anhyd. carbon, copper 

l§ crystallized. 

Lastly, tbis Bulphuret should be reduced 
to the metallic state by boiling it with a 
little dilute nitric acid in a test tube, neu- 
tralising with ammonia, which strikes a 
beautiful blue colour, reacidulating with 
sulphuric acid, and introducing pure iron 
wire. 

The reasons why I prefer this process to 
that of incineration and precipitation by the 
ferrocyanate of potash, are briefly, because 
the sulphuretted hydrogen does not indi- 
cate copper in the substances in which 
that metal naturally exist; and secondly, 
because the combining proportions of the 
ferrocyanate of potash have not yet been 
ascertained with sufficient precision. 

Before I conclude, there is one point 
which I would remind the Society , is of 
vital importance to be attended to in our 
inquiries on any fatal case of poisoning by 
this metal; it is, whether a cupreous eme- 
tic has not been administered before death, 
and if it has been, what was the precise 
quantity of the dose? It is obvious, that 
a professional poisoner might endeavour .to 
protect himself from suspicion and convic- 
tion by the open administration of a copper 
emetic, under the pretence of ridding the 
stomach of auy deleterious and unknown 
substance. In such a case it is evident, that 
if to our question as to the quantity of 
copper contained in the emetic, he replies, 
five grains, and that on analysis we find sul- 
phnret of copper equivalent to twelve grains, 
that the chemical evidence is as conclusive 
as if seven grains had been detected where 
no emetic had been given. 

London, 5th March, 1831. 


ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL. 

CLINICAL LECTURE 

DELIVERED BY 

Dr. ELLIOTSON, 

Feb. 21, 1831. 

DISEASE OF THE HEART, LUNGS, AND 
LIVER. 

Since my last lecture, Gentlemen, one 
patient has died of chronic bronchitis and 
disease of the heart. The case was that of 
A. B., aged 40, whe said he had been ill a 
year. Most of the cases which now termi- 
nate fatally among us, I am happy to say, 
are cases of long -continued organic disease. 

His symptoms were, difficulty of breath- 
ing, cough, and mucous expectoration. The 
expectoration was frothy, and sometimes, 
he said, dark. There is a great variety in 
the character of the expectoration in chTonic 
bronchitis. Sometimes it is dear, some- 
times opaque, sometimes frothy, sometimes 
blackish, grey, or bluish, sometimes yellow. 
I have seen it of a bile yellow. Sometimes 
glary, sometimes nearly solid. Indeed 
there is in different cases, and in the same 
case at different times, no end to its varieties. 
There was likewise oedema of the legs. On 
listening over the chest, there was sonorous 
and 8ibilou8 rattle in various parts. The 
man clearly laboured under bronchitis. Sono- 
rous rattle there was in almost every part 
of the chest. The Chronic bronchitis was 
inferred from this rattle, in combination 
with the other Bjmptoms, and it was quite 
sufficient to give rise to the difficulty of 
breathing, to the expeotoration> and to the 
oedema of the legs. 

Notwithstanding, however, the chronic 
bronchitis was sufficient to explain all these 
symptoms, I, of coarse, examined his abdo- 
men, and 1 found there was more or less 
fluctuation in it, and the liver was decidedly 
enlarged and hardened. He therefore had, 
besides chronic bronchitis, ascites and dis- 
ease of the liVer. 

On listening to the heart I found that it 
beat too strongly, and that at the moment 
of the pulse a hellows-sound was heard, 
loudest in the situation of the lefbventricle ; 
that is to say, to the left of the' sternum. 
This bellows sound occurred at the moment 
of the pulse, and immediately 1 afterwards 
there was a short clear strong sound, such 
as is ascribed by Laennec to the auricles, 
but much louder and clearer than the sound 
which is perceived in health. It was not 
loudest at the part where the hellows-sound 
was heard, bat higher up. The auricles are 
situated above the ventricles, and this sound 
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was in tbe region of tbe auricles. I con* 
eluded, therefore, that there was an im- 
pediment to the passage of the blood from 
the left ventricle into the aorta, and that an 
auricle, or the auricles, were dilated, if La- 
ennec was right in ascribing the second 
sound to the auricles. 

The state of the pulse justified me in 
taking away a moderate quantity of blood. 
I bled him to twelve ounces, put him upon 
slops, and on account of the great difficulty 
of breathing he experienced, and the degree 
of sonorous rattle, I carried the antiphlo- 
gistic plan still further, and gave him two 
grains of calomel three times a day, with 
a scruple of tincture of digitalis. On the 
23d I bled him again, but only to twelve 
ounces, as the disease was chronic. He 
seemed to have suffered an aggravation of 
the complaint from a fresh cold he caught, 
and was labouring under an acute attack, 
but as this acute attack was superadded to 
a chronic disease, I considered it dangerous 
to have recourse to active depletion. His 
diet was a little increased ; that is to say, 
he was allowed a portion of milk. Still the 
symptoms continued, and the pulse did not 
decline at the end of a month (the 21st of 
December), and afresh attack then appear- 
ing to come on, liis breathing being more dif- 
ficult, and the sonorous rattle increasing, I 
bled him again to twelve ounces. His pulse 
bore this so well, that, his symptoms still 
continuing, I bled him again toabout a pint, 
and in about a week more I cupped him on 
the chest, and then he went on well till it 
was found necessary to have recourse again, 
from the state of the pulse, to bleeding, 
and on the 12th of January 1 bled him again 
to ten ounces. His mouth, which was for- 
merly sore, being now well, and another fresh 
attack coming on, I gave him the calomel a 
second time, iu doses of three grains twice 
a day. It was necessary, however, still to 
go on with small bleedings, which always 
afforded him very great relief, and the blood 
was always much cupped and buffed. He 
was bled on the 2lst of January to eight 
ounces, on the 27th of January to twelve 
ounces, and on the 3d of this month (Feb.) 
another acute attack took phfce, making it 
necessary to cup him on the chest to ten 
ounces; the windows of the ward I found 
had been set open to let out the smoke, and 
he had in consequence another severe at- 
tack of acute bronchitis. However, tbe 
disease having lasted so long, I could not 
bleed him more than once, and this afforded 
him as usual great relief. He was obliged 
to sit up in bed ; and he sank in the most 
gradual manner, and died on the 14th of 
this month. He was not inspected in the 
hospital, but some gentlemen were so kind 
as to go to his residence, and make the ex- 
amination there* 


I understand that the longs showed chro*. 
nio bronchitis in every part; that the bron- 
chial tubes throughout the organ were very 
much thickened, showing the nature of the 
disease ; that the lungs, too, were very’ 
heavy, and filled with frothy fluid, so that 
on lifting up a section of them, a serous fluid 
poured forth, as it would from a sponge. 
The lungs were pervious in every part, as 
they generally are in bronchitis ; but there 
was a large collection of fluid in the tubes 
and air-cells, and perhaps in the cellular 
membrane, too, of the lungs ; and conse- 
quently, on squeezing them, the fluid not 
only ran out, but ran out frothy. There 
was no effusion into the cavity of the chest 
on either side ; that of course could not be, 
because respiration was heard distinctly on 
each side, even to the lowest part. But in 
examining the heart, the evidence of disease 
was very strong. There was more or less 
hypertrophy of the left ventricle; it was 
also dilated, and very considerable valvular 
disease existed, as you will see. The left 
ventricle is in a slate of hypertrophy and di- 
latation ; the substance is not thickened, but 
the cavity is larger than it should be, and 
yet the thickness of the parietes is not dimi- 
nished, consequently there must have been 
more or less additional substance to main- 
tain the natural thickness ; and this accounts 
for the original violence of the pulse, and 
the strength of the heart's action. 

The pericardium was found coherent 
throughout. I wish particularly to direct 
your attention to this, because some have 
an idea that adhesion or cohesion of the pe* 
ricardium is very dangerous ; and some 
have the very same idea of cohesions of the 
costal and pulmonary pleurae. Now I do 
not believe that any harm in general arises 
from these adhesions. Some people think, 
if they have a pain in the side, they have 
adhesion of the pleura, and make themselves 
very miserable. If they have, I do not 
think any harm usually results froth it ; and 
!l believe that most of us, if we were ex- 
amined now, would be found to have some 
adhesions, though we are in good health ; 
and so it is with the pericardium. For my 
own part, I have never seen the least symp- 
toms from even complete cohesion of the 
pericardium. I know very strong adhesion 
at a single spot will keep the heart there so 
close to the parietal pericardium, that when 
a person lies in a direction to draw the heart 
from that situation, it will be put upon the 
stretch, and give rise to a smarting pain. 
This roan had no symptom about the heart, 
but what was all referable to the hypertro- 
phy and valvular disease. 

A patient of one of my colleagues was ex- 
amined last week , who died of chronic pleu- 
ritis, with empyema, and in him the peri- 
cardium was quite coherent in every point. 
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•ad yet he bed experienced no sign of oar* 
disc disease. My colleague bad carefully 
examined him, and no symptom of cardiac 
disease hid been detected, nor had the man 
made the slightest complaint that could be 
referred to the heart, and yet the cohesion 
must hare been of long standing. However, 
the oohesion of the pericardium in this par- 
ticular ease, illustrates another fact, that 
where there is organic cardiac disease, as the 
result of inflammation 5 where the internal 
membrane, for instance, is diseased from 
previous inflammation, the pericardium is 
generally affected also. Here there incon- 
siderable valvular disease, as I will show 
you, of the membrane within, and the cohe- 
sion of the pericardium without. I presume 
that pericarditis existed at one time, and had 
glued the two portions of the pericardium to- 
gether. 

I have mentioned over and over again, 
that I believe the greater number of diseases 
which occur in the hearts of young persons, 
that is, in persons not past the prime of life, 
begin as inflammations, and inflammations, 
too, of the pericardium. That appears to 
have been the case here. There was no 
pericardial cavity externally to the heart, 
for the pericardium cohered at every point. 

The part which I now show you, is the 
left ventricle laid open. Here are the aortic 
valves, rather thickened; but the mitral 
valve is the seat of great disease, thickened, 
cartilaginous, and ossified. The two portions 
of whioh the valve consists, are completely 
grown up together all around, and form 
a pouch. That portion of the internal mem- 
brane of the heart which proceeds from the 
aortic valves to form the mitral valve, 
which you see is continuous, is diseased, — 
grown up together into the form of a pouch. 
The opening of the valve is here necessarily 
rather smaller than it should be. It is not, 
however, by any meant so reduced as you 
frequently see it. The aortic valves are also 
thickened and fleshy to the feel. Notwith- 
standing the opening of the mitral valve is 
necessarily diminished, it is by no means so 
diminished as in many cases I could show 
you. Here it is from beneath, and here you 
see it from behind. Instead of opening 
immediately forward, there is a sort of 
channel from a cohesion, a growing up of 
the two leaves of the valve. There is ossi- 
fication here of the valve ; and the bone is 
very well seen if you look at the valve from 
the auriole. It has been deposited, as usual, 
under the lining membrane. The bare bone 
here has been in contact with the blood, the 
internal membrane having given way and 
exposed it. 

I have said that frequently the diminution 
of the opening is more considerable than 
what you have just seen, and here is a spe- 
cimen of the same disease precisely, w^ere 


the opening it much mete reduced. You 
see the poueh-like appearance of the mitral 
valve ; the opening here is very inconsider- 
able ; I should say it is not more than a third 
or a quarter of its natural dimensions. Here 
is another instance of the same effect, whioh 
unfortunately is very common ; you see the 
opening from the left auricle behind into 
the left ventricle. It is well to look at 
these things, because I know that many 
persons who are not in the habit of opening 
hearts do not easily discover what is dis- 
ease and what is not. Persons easily fall 
out of the wav of detecting morbid appear- 
ances in the distractions of private practice. 
Although this is familiar and common te 
us, yet when persons are not in the habit 
of opening hearts, there is great difficulty 
in detecting even considerable morbid opt 
pearances. Here is a third specimen of the 
same thing. 

When it is in the very highest degree* 
as you notice it here, the opening is a mere 
chink ; you would hardly suppose this to 
be the mitral valve ; the blood must have 
had extreme difficulty in passing through, 
and the patient could not have lived a 
moment if the disease had become more 
intense than in this specimen. The man 
from whom this was taken came tq the 
hospital in a dying state, and died before 
the end of the week ; you will find these 
appearances in accordance with the account 
I have given to the public. It is the sub* 
ject of my second engraving* I hare said* 
that 

“ In the natural state the valves are trees* 
lucent, fine, and flexible ; when the subject 
of chronic inflammation, they become opaque 
and yellowish, thick and rigid* These 
changes are seen in dead subjects in various 
degrees, and may be considerable without 
reaching such a point as sensibly to diatuib 
function,” You cannot tell by any sign, 
during life, that a valve is much thickened or 
opaque, or even diseased in any way ; you 
can only say there is an impediment to the 
passage of the blood. If a valve is ever SO 
much diseased, and does not afford impedi- 
ment to the passage of the blood, or cease 
to prevent its retrogression, it is impossible 
for any one to tell, before death that it is 
diseased ; it is only a change that impedes 
function which can bo discovered, which 
obstructs the course or ceases to prevent 
regress. 

t( Their progress (I continue) also ad- 
vances with various degrees of celerity- 
The surface of the valve may retain its 
smoothness, though frequently we observe 
asperities from excrescence or deposition,”. 

In this preparation the valve, for exam* 
pie, retains its smoothness; it is particu- 
larly smooth, whereas in the heart I bow 
show you the valve has numerous ssptxir 
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ties from deposition. This is the ease with 
all the valves ; sometimes they are perfectly 
smooth, Ter y hard, and thickened ; in other 
oases they crow rough. 

“ The induration varies in different points, 
so that one portion is partly translucent, 
while another is not only opaque and rigid, 
but even bony.” That is the case here. 
There is a spot here which is translucent, 
quite smooth and thin, while in another 
part of the same valve it is not only opaque 
and rigid, but even bony ; it varies in differ- 
ent points. 

“ The induration at length amounts to 
cartilage, and the part creaks when cut ; 
the last stage is complete ossification. As 
the thickening and induration proceed, the 
opening becomes narrow, both from the 
thickening of the edges and from the ap- 
proach of the portions of the valves towards 
each other.” The mere thickening of the 
edges will of course lessen the opening, but 
the opening is lessened also from another 
circumstance, namely, as the valves approach 
eaeh other they become rind, and will not 
yield to tbe stream of blood . 

« The several portions of the tricuspid 
and bieuspid or mitral valves grow up 
completely into a membrane with a very 
small aperture in its centre.” Here you 
see they have grown up completely into a 
membrane with an aperture in its centre. 
I have not an instanoe of it in the tricuspid 
valve, for disease in the tricuspid valve is 
comparatively very rare. 

“ And this aperture is sometimes, as 
seen from the ventricle, and generally when 
viewed from the auricle, not circular but 
longitudinal, a mere Blit. When seen even 
from the ventricle it ia sometimes longitu- 
dinal ; in this specimen the aperture, as 
seen from the ventricle, is longitudinal; 
sometimes, however, it is round, as is here 
seen, hut generally when viewed from the 
auriele it is not circular, but longitudinal. 
If you look, in the present instance, at it 
from the anriole, it it not circular but lon- 
gitudinal; and if you look at any of the 
preparations I have shown you from the 
aunele, you will find the openings of that 
shape.” 

In manj' eases it is a mere slit. Respect- 
ing the particular longitudinal form, — the 
are$eent torn of it, and the direction of that 
creaoeut, aa far as 1 know, the observation 
was made first by Mr. Adam of Ireland ; 
and that gentleman remarks that this slit is 
usually of a crescent form, with the con- 
cavity towards the root of the aorta, and the 
convexity backwards. Now, you observe 
here that the conoavity is towards the root 
of the aorta, and the convexity backwards. 
Mr. Adam's remark I believe to be perfect- 
ly accurate. The aorta is neareT the septum 
than the opening of tbe mitral vai? e, and 


you see the concave part of the slit towards 
the root of the aorta, and its convexity back- 
wards. 

I have said — ‘‘And the extension of the 
valvular membrane is sometimes so con- 
siderable that it appears to project into the 
ventricle in the form of a pouch ora funnel.” 
This the French have described. “The 
semilunar valves stand firm and convex, as 
if distended by repletion of their sacs, and 
grow up so as to leave only a small round or 
triangular opening in their middle.” In 
this preparation which 1 have already shown 
you, here is the aorta and its three semilnnar 
valves ; they have grown up so as to leave 
a tricornered opening. You see that this 
preparation exemplifies what I mentioned 
of the valves affording an impediment to the 
fluid, from becoming bo rigid that they cannot 
get out of the way. Y ou see that their con- 
vexity is just as if they were distended with 
wool. Wheu the impediment to the pro- 
gress of blood is considerable, I have said 
“ the auricle behind is usually dilated and 
sometimes attenuated, sometimes of its 
natural thickness, sometimes, though rarely, 
thickened. Whether it be an auriculo-ven- 
tricular opening or a ventriculo-arterial, this 
effect is the ssme. Occasionally, when a 
ventriculo-arterial opening is narrowed, the 
ventricle behind is dilated or thickened, or 
both ; but frequently this is not the ease. 
The aurioles suffer from being muscular to 
only a certain extent, and throughout of only 
insignificant thickness compared with the 
ventricles.” Now, in this instance, behind 
the diseased spot the auricle is very much 
dilated, —much larger than it ought to be. 
It is not, however, through an impediment 
necessarily of tbe mitral opening that the 
left auricle will become dilated. If the ob- 
struction is at the mouth of the aorta, still 
the auricle will often* become dilated just 
as if it were at the aurioulo-ventricalar open- 
ing, and that is the case in the present in- 
stance ; sometimes you will see that it is the 
right auricle that suffers dilatation, though 
the obstruction be at the mitral valve, or 
even at the mouth of the aorta ; at so great 
a distance will obstruction produce dicta- 
tion. 

The adhesive process exterior to the heart 
frequently binds down the proper auricles, 
so that they cannot be discovered till torn 
up. That is the case here, though the sinus 
of the left auricle is greatly dilated. 

Let us now consider the symptoms in this 
case. In the heart there was heard a very 
loud clear sound after the pulse, just when it 
is supposed by Laennec that the aurioles con- 
tract. This loud and clear sound not only was 
beard after the pulse immediately, and was 
t followed by a pause, but it was heard loud- 
est at the upper part of the cardiac region ; 
that is, where the auricles are situated. Of 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



DR. ELLIOTSON ON DISEASE OF THE HEART, &c< 


813 


tills there could be no doubt : it was heard 
by several gentlemen as well as myself, arid 
among others by a physician who is very 
familiar with auscultation, and he was very 
much struck with the loudness of the sound 
in the auricular region immediately after 
the pulse; he concluded with me that of 
course the auricle would be found dilated, 
and so you see it is. After this loud clear 
sound came a pause. 

Some difference of opinion exists as to the 
time of the contraction of the auricle ; some 
maintain that it takes place immediately after 
the contraction of the ventricles, some im- 
mediately before. Now, I do not mean to 
make any positive assertion on the point, 
but one reason why I think Laennec is right, 
is this, that the sound ascribed by him to 
the auricles, is loudest in the situation of 
the auricles, — that affords a great probability 
that he was right. Here was a case of dila- 
tation of one auricle, and the sound was 
particularly loud in the situation of one of 
the auricles, and occurred after the pulse 
and the heart’s stroke. 

Respecting, however, the other sound — 
the sound that took place when the pulse 
occurred, it must have arisen from an ob- 
struction to the blood leaving the left ven- 
tricle on its way into the aorta. Now, 1 
think you will see clearly that though the 
disease was here chiefly in the mitral valve, 
the aortic valves being only slightly thick- ; 
ened, not sufficiently to cause any impedi- 
ment, yet it is evident that the disease in 
the mitral valves must hare greatly impeded 
the flow of blood from the left ventricle into 
the aorta. I do not know that this has ever 
been attended to, but there being a great 
deposit of bone midway between the root or 
ring of the mitral valve, and its edge, there 
is a great projection'of bone from the out- 
side of the pouch of the mitral valve into 
the left ventricle, below the aortic valves, 
and this must have presented a very con- 
siderable impediment to the exit of the 
blood from the left ventricle. If I bring 
the cut portion of the ventricle together, you 
will find it difficult or impossible to pass your 
finger from the aorta into the left ventricle, 
or the reverse ; that you meet with great dif- 
ficulty from this bony, solid, immoveable, 
side of the mitral valve, though from no dis- 
ease of the aortic valves ; your finger passes 
them easily. The bony valve stands out into 
the left ventricle just there, and must have 
occasioned great obstruction during life. 

I do not recollect to have seen this noticed 
any- where,— the circumstance of disease of 
a valve of one aperture, affecting a different 
aperture ; indeed the Obstruction is not 
really of the aortic opening, but just before 
it. This quantity of bone offered no impe- 
diment at all to the progress of the blood 
through the mitral valve; -for the deposi- 


tion has taken place in an outward direction, 
and caused the pouch of the mitral valve to 
be permanently extended. This shows the 
truth of what I said before ; that ausculta- 
tion will not tell you what valve is diseased, 
or how much it is diseased, or whether any 
valve is diseased at all ; it will only tell you 
that there is an obstruction, and where that 
obstruction is, but not what that obstruc- 
tion arises from. 1 recollect having had two 
persons under my care, with a strong bel- 
lows sound at the moment of the pulse, and 
in both instances londest in the right half of 
the cardiac region, and not in the left. I of 
course concluded there was an impediment 
to the blood from the heart into the pulmo- 
nary artery, which is a very rare occurrence. 
On opening the parts, the pulmonary artery 
was sound— the valves perfectly sound; but 
there was a mass of cartilage extending 
from the pericardium down into the sub- 
stance of the heart, and pressing on the right 
ventricle just below the origin of the pul- 
monary artery, precisely where this mass of 
bone does in die left ventricle. The only 
difference between the cases was, that in 
the others there was a mass of cartilsge in 
the substsnce of the heart, encroaching 
upon the right ventricle, impeding the pas- 
sage of the blood ; and here it is the mitral 
valve become bony, and encroaching upon 
the left ventricle, close to the spot of the 
blood's exit. It is impossible to force the 
finger from the aorta into the body of the 
ventricular cavity, and the bellows-sound at 
the moment of the pulse is folly explained. 
The disease of the mitral valve has also cer- 
tainly lessened Us opening, but not very 
considerably, as the chief disease is not 
towards its edge ; and the auriculo-ventricu- 
lar openings are in health so much larger 
than the ventriculo-arterial, that they will 
bear some reduction without any impedi- 
ment to the flow of blood, and without bel- 
lows-sound. Whereas the ventriculo-arte- 
rial openings being smaller, afforded impedi- 
ment and bellows-sound, from the least loss 
of their proportion to the cavity of the ven- 
tricles. 

You see that the disease has not been con- 
fined to the heart, but has extended to the 
aorta. Here are points and patches of yel- 
lowish substance under the inner coat of the 
aorta, which would have been followed by 
ulceration of it, or have become bony. In the 
latter case, the inner coat would then have 
given way, and the blood would have rushed 
over the bare bone, as it must have done in 
the interior of the mitral valve. 

A circumstance noticeable here, and which 
you will observe in . many diseases of the 
heart, was, that some little time before death, 
little or no bellows-sound was to be heard, 
nor was ‘ there > any strong impulse of the 
heart. When the person becomes very match 
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enfeebled, the blood Is impelled with such 
Slight force from the different cavities of the 
heart, that the opening, though diminished, 
is nearly large enough for the passage of the 
quantity of blood that has to escape, and 
little ornobellows-sound is heard ; and often 
when the hypertrophy is considerable, you 
will Just before death by no means find the 
impulse strong ; so that if you had not made 
examinations earlier, you could not say the 
person was labouring under hypertrophy of 
the heart, at least not say so positively. 


OASTRITIS. 

There were some patients presented, 
Gentlemen, amongst whom were three 
women, and one of those had laboured un- 
der gastritis. The patient*s name was Mary 
Turner, aged 22, and she had been ill four 
days. She came here on account of pleuri- 
tis it was Said, and I was desired to see her 
on account of pleurisy. On examining her, 
I found that she had no sharp pains about 
the chest ; she had experienced these, she 
said, before she came in, but on examining 
thejr were not then presefnt. She had great 
pain at the epigastrium, increased on pres- 
sure. It was very tender, and there was a 
burning sensation in the stomach, especially 
when* she tobk any -thing into ft. There 
was great tenderness in the left bypochon- 
drfum. You will very frequently find ten- 
dehfcsi in the left hypochondriuhi when the 
stomach is affected, from the larger curva- 
ture being situated tliete. She had head- 
•eli, and felt exceedingly drowsy and weak. 
Her pulse was full and soft; it was not hard 
aad'sharp as it frequently is in pleuritis ; but, 
as in affections of most rtlueeus membranes, 
it Was foil and soft. Tile tongue dry, and 
faintly brown. Though it was a case of 
gastritis, the tongue was not red at the back, 
•i tbe edge, or at the tip. It is by no 
mean# a necessary consequence when there 
is affection of tbe stomach that the tongue 
should be ted, either generally or at any 
particular spot, though it frequently is so. 
She told ms she had been ill just in the 
same way last year for four months. Her 
faee and neck were universally and deeply 
flushed. I cured her very shnply by bleed- 
ing her to a pint, putting her upon slops, and 
giving her a dose of castor oil every day. 
That waa the Whole of the treatment, and 
from being exceedingly ill she was perfectly 
well, and presented on the 17th, having 
been inexactly a fortnight. There were no 
sudorific# given,' no sntimonials, no mer- 
cury — nothing at’ all but starvation, one 
free bleeding (bleeding till she fainted, and 
a pint was neeessary for that purpose), and 
castor oil daily. 

LEUCORRHCEA. 

Thera wasllkewite a case of leucortbcea, 


Which it may be useful to consider, ts show* 
ing that one treatment is not always required, 
in cases of discharge from mucous mem- 
branes. Leucorrhcea is very often an effect 
of mere general debility of the system, and 
particularly of the vagina and uterns ; but 
it sometimes is attended with very consi- 
derable irritation, — even inflammation of the 
vagina, and that inflammation may extend 
to the womb. Many cases of leucorrhcea 
begin as an active inflammation of the va- 
gina, and it is impossible to distinguish 
them as far as I know from active gonorrhoea 
— perfectly impossible, except that you may, 
from the situation and life of the ’party, 
sometimes conceive gonorrhoea to be impos- 
sible. In this case, I have no doubt, it was 
inflammatory leucorrhcea; for whilst the 
woman was menstruating, she was exposed 
to cold and wet. The symptoms were, a 
frequent desire to make water, and invaria- 
ble relief on making it. She bad a bearing 
down both backwards aad forwards, and a 
profuse yellow discharge from the vagina. 
She had nausea, which is very common in 
all affections of tb# womb, and the cata- 
menia had suddenly stopped. The bypo^ 
gastrium, indeed the whole region below the 
stomach, was excessively tender, and site 
was very costive. Here were aU the signs 
of aetive inflammation— great eostiveness, 
great quickness of pulse, heat, sod even 
pain ; and that inflammation waa undoubt- 
edly most in the pelvis, from tbe pail being 
there, and increased oU pressure immedi* 
ately above the pubes. It of course waa low 
down in the pelvis, from the beariog down 
both backwards and forwards ; and clearly 
in the vagina or uterus, on account of the 
profuse discharge from the vagina. 

Notwithstanding this was a case of leu- 
corrhcea I had her bled immediately to 
twenty ounces ; had bar put upon slops, and 
a number of leeches were applied to tb# 
epigastrium day after day, and she was 
purged regularly With castor oil; twenty 
leeched were put on agafb And again. When 
all tbe inflammatory symptoms were got 
the better of (and sometime afterward they 
re-nppeared, and leeches were again ret 
quired) 1 ordered her au injection of tb# 
nitrate of silver, two grains to an ounce of 
distilled water. She wss going on well with 
this, and 1 kept her on milk, when, on 
catching cold, she was seized with a relapse, 
paid and tenderness, and a bearing down, 
so that I found it necessary on the 4th, and 
again on the 8th of this mouth, to have re- 
course again to venesection. Thin got rid 
of the inflammatory. symptoms, and nothing 
but a profuse discharge bow remained. I 
had no hesitation in coatiouiug thS nitrate 
of silver, for it never gave her any pain ; 
indeed in a short time 1 increased it to 
three 'grata to the ouncfe* and that stareely 
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produced the least pain, but it checked the 
discharge. She now got up, and the dig* 
charge lessened so much, and she felt so 
Strone and well, that she told me she did 
not think it necessary to stay here any 
longer, and she went out, taking a quantity 
of injection with her. I am quite sure that 
the nitrate of silver forms one of the best 
Injections you can employ in these cases. 
I will not say it is better than any, but I 
fttn quite sure that it is inferior to none, and 
better than many. 

ACUTE BSEUM ATI8Sf. 

Were was a woman presented who earae 
in with acute rheumatism, and she had also 
paii) in the cheat, particularly over the re* 
gion of the heart, and a dry cough. I had 
recourse, not to local bleeding, but to gene- 
ral bleeding, and vinum colcliici, half a 
drachm three times a day, under which 
treatment she got well, but the case pre- 
sented nothing novel to you. 

There was a case of bronchitis , in a man, 
sent away cured, and one of rheumatism. 
Rut the most interesting cases were, — the 
disease of the heart, the gastritis, and the in- 
flammatory leucorrhoea. 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON. 

REPLY TO A SENIOR STUDENTS ACCOUNT OF 
SOME RECENT EVENTS IN THE MEDICAL 
SC If 06 L. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sib,—'* Audi alteram partem,” fs so pe- 
culiarly characteristic of your useful and 
valuable journal, that I shall make no apo- 
Idgjr fbr Intruding the following observations 
wpeff your notice. 

Conscious, Sir, aS I am, that any publish- 
ed accounts oP intestine dissensions taking 
place amongst any part of the members of an 
Institution (which, although rising, is hot 
yet In its infamy) most be detrimental to 
its interest, I should have been the last per- 
son to open s correspondence on the sub- 
ject Which occupied the pages of your last 
Number. But the lists hnving been entered, 
the gauntlet thrown dews, I lose no time in 
accepting the challenge, and I have no 
doubt of being able to prove the party feel- 
ing, and incorrectness, of at least some parts 
of “ the fbll and correct statement 4 ’ given 
by your correspondent. 

Lest session, as your informant has stated, 1 
eertain gentlemen, seventeen iti number 1 
believe* did make complaints to the Council, 
df tits defective state of part of the anatomi- j 
csl i ws t rsotion given in the University of 
Lot d m* Bet what wars those omqplaiats tj 


They did not then pretend to say, that Pro- 
fessor Pattison was unable to teach any part 
of anatomy. No ! they dared not then make 
so unblushing, so groundless a charge. The 
spirit of turbulence and disaffection had not 
tnen risen to such a height ; it had not then 
broken down all the mounds and bulwarks 
of decency, decorum, and respect. . They 
only said Mr. Pattison had given an incom- 
plete course of general anatomy, which, I 
believe, was not then much cultivated in 
any of the metropolitan schools ; that he 
had not given the descriptive anatomy of 
the viscera and some other organs; in a suf- 
ficiently comprehensive manner. Whetbet 
there was or was not a cause for these re- 
monstrances, I will not undertake to deter- 
mine;, but what Was the result 1 Why; in 
order, if possible, to satisfy even the most 
captions trad discontented, Mr. Bennett was, 
at Mr. Pattison* t request , made a joint pro* 
feasor with him ; and in order fully to meet 
the wishes of these gentlemen, the above- 
mentioned branches were comprehended in 
Mr. Bennett’s division, whilst Mr. Phttison 
continued lecturing upon that department of 
the course in which he had given the great- 
est satisfaction. But the demon of mischief 
once raised, was not so easily to be exor* 
cised. Many of these same gentlemen again 
came forward, and entered their formal pro- 
test against the total ineompeteney of their 
Professor, and demanded bis immediate ex- 
ulsion. What a goodly set of judges I I 
ad, indeed, imagined at the commence- 
ment of the present session, that the storm 
was finally hushed, for fn a conversation I 
hsd witli a gentleman who was very active 
in the affair last year, he expressed himself 
quite satisfied with the new arrangements! 
But, alas ! the tempest, though partially 
quelled, had not finally subsided. “ A Se- 
nior Student ” says, “ meetings were bold, 
at which no personal feeling Was expressed^ 
no patty spirit evinced.” Could any meet- 
ing be designated by such terms, when the 
opponents of the measure, the advocates for 
their Professor; were denied a hearing I Yet 
such was the case. At the first meeting on 
the subject, the arguments of those who 
were the friends of impartiality and order, 
the foes of injustice and confusion, were am 
ewe red, net by calm debate, but by noise 
end clamour, and the open modest svowah, 
“ We are determined to do it, and wo will 
have no opposition.” The address thus mo- 
destly proposed and carried, taxes Mr. Pat- 
tison with “ a want of systematic arrange- 
ment, a superficial manner of treating the 
connexion pf parts, the commission of pal- 
pable unconnected errors, a want of sufficient 
interest, and an inaptitude in communicat- 
ing information.” I shall speak of these 
charges separately. 

Fei i refutation of the first* a pltis state- 
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ment of facts will be quite sufficient for 
your medical readers. Mr. Pattison first 
gives us the anatomy of the bones, then the 
ligaments, next the muscles, afterwards the 
blood-vessels, and, lastly, the nerves. If 
this be not system, I know not the meaning 
of the term. In rebutting the second charge, 
I would merely refer any student to the 
manner in which he demonstrated the rela- 
tive connexions of the carotid artery, and 
then state, that Professor Pattison did not 
promise giving us the relations of parts so 
minutely in the first division of his course, 
as in the second, where he devotes his at- 
tention especially to surgical anatomy ; and 
I would ask any person who has attended 
bis lectures on the bones, which are just 
concluded, whether he has not amply ful- 
filled his pledge. 

The commission of palpable and uncor- 
rected errors, is the next great crime. What 
lecturer is there, I would ask, who does not 
now and then make use of a term he does 
not exactly mean? Should a man with the 
scrofula in his hand, call it the clavicle once 
in three times, what tyro in anatomy would 
be deceived? Certainly, should any one be 
so misled, he would deserve to be so for his 
pains. 

The next, namely, want of sufficient inte- 
rest, is almost too frivolous to be mentioned, 
as it mustbe known to all, that the descrip- 
tive anatomy of the bones, muscles, &c., & 
a dry study indeed. 

But now comes the “ ne plus ultra” of 
accusations, “ inaptitude of communicating 
information.” Now it seems to me, that 
this inaptitude may attach itself quite as 
readily to the accusers as to the accused. I 
confess myself to be one of those ignora- 
muses who do reap some benefit from the 
lectures of our excellent Professor. True, 
I have heard some of these puissant judges 
say, they were just as wise after one of his 
lectures as before ; and verily I believe 
them, and with this belief is mingled no 
small a portion of commiseration. 

Perhaps your readers may be convinced, 
that there was not that great excess of 
kindly feeling existing, when I inform them, 
that one of the clauses of the address at the 
time it was passed (though afterwards pri- 
vately erased) was, that the defect in his 
articulation rendered him unfit for his chair. 
A more unkind and unfeeling imputation 
could not have been made. That Professor 
Pattison does labour under a little natural 
defect of utterance cannot be denied, but no 
man, with the least tincture of veracity, would 
for one moment contend, that it prevents his 
being perfectly understood. 

This address was certainly supported by 
some gentlemen of distinguished talent, 
whom I was sorry to see in so bad a cause ; 
but many junior students (excellent judges 


no doubt) were foremost in the ranks ; and, 
indeed, the first resolution was proposed by f 
a student of this session’s. growth. . Where 
these gentry picked up their vast stock of 
anatomical knowledge, I cannot even guess ; 
nothing, however, less than. a miracle could, 
in so short a space of time, have made them 
such critics of their professor’s abilities. 
Tho transformation of surgeon’s apprentices 
into first-rate anatomists, assuredly needs the 
aid of something quite as wonderworking as 
Harlequin’s wand. 

When “ a Senior Student” said the ad- 
dress was signed by sixty ., students, he 
should also have stated the full number at- 
tending the class, which I think is 160, 
forty of whom immediately signed a memo- 
rial in favour of their professor. Sixty stu- 
dents therefore remain neutral, many of 
whom, to my certain knowledge, are friendly 
to Mr. Pattison ; and when, from the sixty 
signatures, you subtract those wbo can 
know very little about the merits of the 
case, and the number of those who are car- 
ried away by the tide of influence be also 
considered, I think it will appear tbat the 
voice of the students is not so unanimous on 
bis side the question as “ A Senior Stu- 
dent ” would intimate. 

Your correspondent then proceeds to con- 
demn the feelings Professor Pattison ex- 
hibited, on finding what was going on. Can 
you, can any person, wonder at a manly 
expression of indignation siiowp by a pro- 
fessor, on discovering that liis own pupils 
were holding meetings to decide upon, bis 
eligibility to fill a chair, conferred upon him 
by such a combination of illustrious indi- 
viduals as compose the Council of the Uni- 
versity of London? Was it not natural, 
that, placed in so peculiar a situation, he 
should exert all the power vested in him ? 
Was it not perfectly justifiable in him to 
tighten the reins of scholastic discipline as 
much as lay in his power ? I leave it to any 
candid, unbiassed mind, to answer these 
questions ; and I shall be much surprised if 
the conclusions come to will not be, that it 
“ indicated any fear of inquiry ,” or that it 
proceeded from a wish to intimidate any 
member of his class. Irritated, vexed, 
harassed, and even bearded by those whom 
be was engaged in instructing, was this the 
time for the chairman of one of these unruly 
meetings, to demand a certificate of attend- 
ance? Surely not! “ Nemo mortalium om- 
nibus horis sapit.” He must have « been 
fully aware of the result of his applicatioa 
before he made it. Had be waited a more 
convenient opportunity, his errand would 
not have been bootless. “ A Senior Stu- 
dent” next taxes Professor Pattison with 
“ peremptorily ordering” the students to 
descend from tbe top seats, and dwells very 
much upon die reiteration of the -command* 
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One would really imagine, that both the 
eyes and ears of this gentleman were 
blessed with a very high magnifying power. 
Our Professor did not u peremptorily re- 
quest.’* The words he used were, as nearly 
as I can recollect — “ Gentlemen, may I re- 
uest you will hare the goodness to come 
own, and fill the lower port of the theatre 
first! J he greater* part immediately com- 
plied,. but three or four maintained their 
places as immoreal^y as if they were brazen 
statues. Then follows a great deal about 
being €t ordered ” to sit in a certain part of 
the theatre, committing an insult upon them 
as “ men and gentlemen” and so on. Now 
whatever may be the opinion respecting the 
judiciousness of Mr. Pattison’s request in 
the first plape, there can be but one upon 
the propriety of compliance on the part of 
his pupils; but if, as ** men” and as pupils 
they were too spirited to obey a “ com- 
mand” as “ gentlemen” they ought to have 
known enough of politeness to comply with 
a moderate request made in a gentlemanly 
manner. 

We read afterwards a great deal about the 
determination of the students to assert I heir 
independence, by placing themselves in an 
insulting row of defiance. Was this u gen - 
tiemanlyV ’ Mr. Editor! it seems to me 
that, in the present enlightened times, stu- 
dents are not content with being students. 
No ! they must rise superior to such a vulgar 
station, and put themselves at any rate upon 
a par with, if they do not take precedence 
of their instructor. Now I am of the old 
fashioned opinion, that whatever the rank 
in life of a pupil may be, as long as lie is a 
learner, there is a broad line of demarcation 
between him and his teacher, and that a 
certain degree of respect should be enter- 
tained by the former for the latter. Mr. 
Pattison very properly took down the 
names of these high-spirited gentry, and 
then such hissings and bootings followed, 
and such refined behaviour was exhibited, as 
would have disgraced a bear-garden, much 
more such classic ground as a Univer- 
sity. What followed, you will immediately 
see, was only a matter of course. 

One part of the address 1 bad nearly 
'omitted ; it relates to the desertion of the 
students to attend anatomy elsewhere. 
Such may be the case to a greater extent 
than I am aware of, but 1 do know some 
who entered the class of anatomy at St. Bar- 
tholomew's, because they were attending 
surgical practice there, and could not return 
to the lecture at the uuiversity in time. 
This was before Mr. Pattison’s hour was 
changed. 

And now, Sir, allow me once more to de- 
precate the motives which led to the publi- 
cation of the above transaction in the pages 
of The Lancet. ft A Senior Student’* 
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would have us believe that a paramount 
regard for the interest of the institution 
above all other considerations, induced the 
measure. If such be his feelings, the mode 
of expressing his attachment was indeed a 
remarkable one. The exposure of any inter- 
nal jarrings to the world, far from raising the 
establishment in which they occurred, in 
the public estimation, would only tend if 
possible to crush it in the dust. But I am 
very much afraid that such praiseworthy in- 
tentions did not prompt the pen of your in- 
formant. Some of the agitators iti this 
revolutionary proceeding have even said in 
my hearing “ they did not care a curse for 
the University,” and such warm advocates 
would of course do all in their power to fur- 
ther its interests. But happily the perma- 
nent and triumphant success of the Univer- 
sity of London does not depend upon such 
lukewarm friends or disguised enemies; 
Founded by the great advocate for liberal 
education, and established, upon the broad 
basis of science, it shall, it must, it will, 
eventually overcome all obstacles. Far be 
it from me to deny any person the right of 
private judgment ; it is the glorious boast of 
an Englishman ; but I must enter my pro- 
test against the unheard-of proceedings 
carried on during these last few weeks, by my 
fellow-students. Picture to yourself, Sir, 
an assembly of mere youths, many of whom 
have but just commenced their medical 
studies, met together to decide upon the 
ability or inability of a professor who was 
engaged in teaching anatom v before many of 
them had an existence. The very idea is 
preposterous, its most prominent features 
are cruelty and injustice ; for what can be 
more unjust thau for them to make any for- 
mal decision at all 1 What more cruel than 
for them to drive a man ignominiously from 
the high station he at present fills, and blast 
his " hard-earned reputation ” for ever. 

But your correspondent would have the 
public believe that ull the talent and industry 
of the students are ranged on his side. This 
is a decided misstatement. Our worthy 
Professor can number amongst his adherents 
I mauy highly-talented and laborious indivi- 
duals, whose names have not been undistin- 
guished at the awards of prizes, &c., in the 
medical classes. 

The statement of incompetency is com- 
pletely overthrown by the high testimonials 
Professor Pattison brought with him, and by 
his great reputation as a teacher in the 
American and other schools. For myself 
(and perhaps I can lay equal claim to the 
title of a senior student with the gentleman 
upon whose observations I have now finish- 
ed my comments) I can only say that I have 
regularly attended Professor Pattiaon’s lec- 
tures for two sessions, and have always 
found him diligent, attentive, and laborious 
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in the discharge ofhis duties, and confident 
am I that dny student who pays sufficient 
attention to his lectures, cannot fail of 
reaping an abundant store of anatomical 
knowledge. 

la conclusion I beg leave to state tbat I 
have no personal ends to gain in writing the 
above. I have not the houour of being even 
personally known to Professor Pattison, 
never having had five minutes’ conversation 
With him in my life. My sole aim has been 
to divest the circumstances of their false 
colouring, and to set the affair in its proper 
light. With regret for occupying ao much 
of your valuable hebdomadal, 1 have the 
honour to be your obedient servant, 

Veritas. 

University of London, 

March 7, 1831. 


THE LANCET. 

London , Saturday , March 19, 1831. 

The assault committed Upon the members 
of the College of Surgeons, under the direc- 
tion of their President and Council, has 
elicited from the whole profession the most 
unqualified expressions of indignation. The 
extent of the pernicious and horrible power 
enjoyed by the Council is now fully under- 
stood by the profession and the public, 
though not, it would seem, by the Pre- 
sident and the Council, who appeCr to 
be Somewhat deficient id this respect, as 
they will find ere long that they have ex- 
ceeded moat unwarrantably the legitimate 
bounds of their authority. Many are the 
unsuspecting and kind-hearted creatures 
who hate believed that the Council in pub- 
lishing their restrictive regulations have 
been influenced rather by errors of judg- 
ment, than by improper feelings towards 
the profession and the public. But this 
delusion now no lodger exists, one feeling 
every- where prevails, and it is universally 
acknowledged that the President and Coun- 
cil have intentionally treated the members 
with the grossest insults, have passed the 
mos^ restrictive and infamous regulations for 
adjusting the payments made by students, 


EXISTS BETWEEN 

and that they had determined* even at the- 
hazard of human life, to hold no open or free ■ 
discussion with men whom they had so long 
treated as their servile inferiors. The out- 
rage committed in the theatre of the Col- 
lege on Tuesday ae’nuightis an event worthy 
of record in the most important pages of the 
history of this country, for few circum- 
stances have ever occurred in connexion 
with the affairs of a learned profession 
more decidedly calculated to excite astonish- 
ment in the miuds of informed men. If the 
despicable aud self-perpetuating Council 
will take the trouble to look into thejr 
charter, they will find that the Royal Col- 
lege of Surgeons in London is a body corpo- 
rate, consisting of President, Council, and 
Commonalty, or members, and that the 
PROPERTY of the College belongs to 
these three estates. Well, then, these 
tyrannical ruffians have the impudence to 
assert thst the members who form the im- 
mense majority of the corporation, have no 
right to discuss quietly in their own theatre 
a subject relating to the interests of an im- 
portant portion of their brethren ! Further, 
will these impudent upstarts have the un- 
paralleled folly and impudence to assert, 
that the members have not a right to enter 
the College at any period of the day, ao 
that they do hot interrupt the performance 
of those public duties which the College was 
designed to execute 1 If the members choose 
to take possession of the College, and turn 
the present occupants into the street — if 
they choose to lead the fellows out add 
throw them into the Thames, how could the 
junto proceed agaiost the members, except 
by an action of ejectfhettt? True it is that 
the charter sanctions the self-electing prin- 
ciple by which the members of the College 
are placed in their offices ; and, further, de- 
clares tbat the President and Council are 
empowered to make by-laws for the govern- 
ment and regulation of the College ; but 
the charter does not declare thattfc© pro* 
pert y of Ihb College b?lo&|s to tye govern- 
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itf Bo8y exclusively, but » common With 
the members at large. Further, the regula- 
tions of the President and Council are not 
valid, if they be in opposition to the com- 
mon or statute la# of the land ; and We 
know of no law by which the member* of a 
corporation can be excluded from their own 
property, unless the minority be deprived, 
under agreement, of the privileges of pos- 
session; by the sanction of the great majority 
of incorporators. Here, a miserable and 
contemptible knot of worthless men, be- 
cnuse they are placed in the possession 
of a little brief authority, have so far lost 
tbeir WitS as to believe that they may lord 
it over fitre or air thousand of tbeir equals 
in rank, and tbeir superiors in talent. There 
is a wide difference between the power to 
make by-laws for the government of an in- 
stitution, and tbs power to shut out from 
possession in such an institution. Let the 
members of this worthy Council examine the 
bond under which they hold the Hunterian 
Museum, and they will find that the Mu- 
seum is to beopened'twodays in each week, 
four hours on each day, for the admission of 
“ Fellows of the College of Physicians,” and 
of ** Members of the College of Surgeons/’ 
tfnd of persons properly introduced by them. 
Here there is s term specified for the admis- 
sion of axemhers, and it might be question- 
able whether the parties have a right to enter 
at any other period. But in the charter 
tbere is no time specified for admission into 
tbe College, and we contend, therefore, that 
tbe members bavs a right to enter that in- 
stitution as frequently as the Council them- 
selves, so that they do not interfere with the 
ministerial or executive duties of the indi- 
viduals who are appointed by the charter to 
frame by-laws for the government of the in- 
stitution. From the terms of the bond to 
which we have already adverted, it is ob- 
vious, beyond all dispute, that the members 
may meet in any number in the museum 
(00 that they do not injure the preparations) 
and consult upon any question relating to 


the welfare of the College' ; and if the Pre- 
sident and Council . continue to clOad the 
doors of the theatre and of the College, the 
members will do well to exercise this right 
for the common benefit of the institution 
and of the public. In the same bond it is 
expressly stipulated, that twenty-four lec- 
tures, explanatory of tl>e preparations in 
tbe museum, shall be delivered annually’ by 
some MEMBER of the College. Now, as 
the Council when they are elected think 
proper to repudiate the title of “member ” 
— think proper to strike their names from 
the list of the commonalty (for they ever 
speak of themselves as the “ .Council," . in 
contradistinction to “ members ”), we ask why 
these lectures are not delivered by one of 
the commonalty , hy one of the inembers, in- 
stead of one of the Council ? If the Coun- 
cil will not answer these questions now, 
they shall be made to answer them on a 
future day. It was never intended by the 
legislature that the smaller body, the 
twenty-one, should enjoy tbe power of 
making by-laws for their own advantage, 
and to the degradation and injury of six 
thousand members. If those laws cease to 
operate for the general good, — are contrary 
to the general convenience of the immense 
majority of the corporation, — they are con- 
trary to law, and cannot be enforced against 
non-contents. It was illegal to keep the 
members out of the College on Tues- 
day se’nnight until a quarter to four 
o’clock ; and, in the absence of riot, of a ■ 
breach of the peace, or a prospect of a breach 
Of tbe peace, it was illegal, in the highest 
degree illegal, to use force to expOl the 
members from the theatre after the lecturer 
had finally retired. Be it remembered that 
the commonalty had not assembled to op~ 
pose the President ; they had dot assembled 
to subvert any of the legal regulations which 
the Counoil had adopted for the government 
Of the corporation ; but they remained after 
tbe final Withdrawal of the lecturer, for the 
purpose of upholding a privilege which bad 
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long boon enjoyed by • Tory large portion 
of their brethren. Thus they were acting 
for the benefit of the corporation, and not 
against its interests . Besides, as the lec- 
ure was one of those delivered in conformity 
with the bond, the theatre on that occasion 
was specially placed in possession of the 
members, for whose advantage the museum 
had been granted to the College, and the 
lecture was appointed to be given. | 

But who shall contend that the members 
have not a right to meet in the theatre at 
any time to discuss a professional grievance'! 
Is there any man to be foqpnd outside the 
walls of a lunatic asylum so disgustingly 
stupid as to assert that the theatre was 
intended exclusively for the benefit of the 
President and Council, or that the Presi* 
deat and Council are invested with the legal 
power to exclude members from meeting 
there to adopt beneficial public measures 1 
Let the President and Council show by the 
charter that they enjoy such power before 
they again employ a band of ruffians to 
assault the bona-fide proprietors of the pro- 
perty. It cannot be forgotten that when 
the recent most atrocious outrage was com- 
mitted, there was no charge whatever of 
nriseonduet made against any of the mem- 
bers. The paper exhibited to the members 
was merely inscribed, “ The President and 
Council require the members and students 
to quit the theatre;” and that sent to Mr. 
Waklby was thus worded : — “ Mr. Wax- 
ley, you are required by the President and 
Council to quit the theatre.” There was 
no allegation to the effect that he had 
created a disturbance ; that be had endan- 
gered the property of the building; that 
he had threatened to commit any breach of 
the peace. But while seated in perfect 
quietude, and listening peaceably to the 
cool and dispassionate remarks which Mr. 
Kmo was then adddressing to the members, 
be wss seized, — seized, because he did 
not instantly comply with the insolent man- 
date of the minor part of the corporation, — 


of the twinty-ohXj — and was dragged from 
the theatre, and repeatedly struck by armed 
fellows hired expressly for the occasion. As 
legal proceedings liars been commenced, 
time will show whether the assaulters were 
justified in their conduct by the enactments 
of the law under which they profess to ex- 
ercise their authority. Meanwhile the 
members must be resolved not to be back- 
ward in asserting and vindicating their 
rights. To all intents and purposes they 
are as much justified in occupying that the- 
atre for professional purposes as the Presi- 
dent and Council ; the charter not affording 
to these latter personages, any, the least, 
pretension to exclusive possession. When 
the Council was entrusted with the power 
to construct regulations for the government 
of the corporation, it was, of course, pre- 
sumed, that the prominent features of those 
regulations would be in conformity with the 
welfare and convenience of the great majo- 
rity of the incorporated. Hence it is ex- 
pressly declared, that those regulations 
should not be framed in opposition to the 
existing legislative statutes; or, in other 
words, that they should not be contrary to 
the laws of the land. If it were not intended 
that the commonalty should be partakers of 
the benefits arising from the corporation, 
why were they mentioned in tbe charter? 
Why were they mentioned as forming one of 
tbe three estates, which, united, were to be 
one body corporate for ever? The Council 
have inferred that they hare the power to 
exclude the commonalty from the foil enjoy- 
ment of the property, because they tbe 
Council happen to be empowered to make 
the regulations. They must be taught* 
however, a lesson of a for different descrip- 
tion. They must be made to know that the 
Council are as much bound to observe the 
by-laws as the members, and that they are 
not binding upon either party, if they be 
framed to operate adversely to the general 
good, or if they be opposed to the attain- 
ment of that object for which the charter 
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itftrif was originally granted. It ia true 
that not one of the members has any indivi- 
dual right to any, the smallest, portion of 
property to be found in the College ; but 
not one of the Council in his individual ca- 
pacity enjoys a higher claim. With respect 
to the property of the College, they stand 
upon the same footing ; with respect to the 
possession of the College, they stand upon 
the same footing ; but with respect to the 
adoption of laws and regulations, the Coun- 
cil enjoy an exolusive privilege; that is, 
they cau frame these without the advice or 
consent of the commonalty, tho’ at the same 
time there is no power to enforce them if 
they are in opposition to the spirit of the 
charter, or contrary to the laws of the 
realm. Invested with this power, the 
twenty-one appear to imagine that they 
have the power to exclude from the property 
the six thousand, or that the six thou- 
sand cannot enter the College, unless at 
such times and seasons as may be specially 
napaed iu the decrees issued by the twenty- 
one! 

Here, again, they will be taught a dif- 
ferent lesson, and they shall, before long, 
be made to show, how they have appro- 
priated the immense sums of money which, 
from time to time, have been deposited iu 
their over-loaded coffers. 


LONDON COLLEGE OF MEDICINE. 

In consequence of a sudden call from 
town to attend an important medical trial 
at Maidstone, we have only time briefly 
to call attention to the brilliant meeting 
which took place at the Crown and Anchor 
in the Strand, on Wednesda}' evening, for 
the immediate establishment of this national 
institution. The work of medical reform is 
now, for the first time, fully in operation in 
this country, and we have altogether mis- 
taken tho character of British medical prac- 
titioner^ if it do not go on with wonderful 


celerity to a splendid and triumphant con- 
clusion. 

In our strictures published last autumn 
on the anomalies which exist in medical 
law, we repeatedly pointed attention to a 
projected plan for founding a new College, 
wherefe there should exist equal rights, 
and equality of titles. That proposal will be 
fully developed in a report of the proceed- 
ings of this great meeting, over which Mr. 
Hume kindly and ably presided, in the next 
Number of this Journal, when we shall 
point out at some length the endless advan- 
tages which must result, both to the profes- 
sion and the public, from a College founded 
upon such pure and unmixed principles of 
justioe. 


PUBLIC MEETING 

OP THE 

MEMBERS OF THE PROFESSION 

At the Croum and Anchor, on Wednesday, 
March 1 6th, 1831. 

The great public meeting of the profes- 
sion which was announced iu page 797 of this 
Journal, to be held this week in London, took 
place, as advertised, on Wednesday last ; 
Joseph Hume, Esq., M.P., in the chair ; 
the arrangements for the proceedings having 
been made by a committee of*twenty-one 
medical gentlemen who previously assem- 
bled in consequence of the announcement. 

The lengthened space which a report of 
this most important and almost unequalled 
meeting must necessarily occupy, prevents 
us, at this period of the week, from pub- 
lishing the full account which so deeply in- 
teresting an event in the history of the 
medical profeasion demands; we shall, 
therefore, give in our present Number only 
a very brief detail of the proceedings. 

The occasion was marked by the most 
absorbing interest, and as early as six 
o’clock, the hour at which the doors of the 
great room at the Crown and Anchor were 
opened, many gentlemen had arrived. By 
seven some hundreds bad assembled, and by 
the time the proceedings had fully com- 
menced, nearly a thousand gentlemen were 
present ; and it is estimated that on the 
whole not less than thirteen hundred mem- 
bers of the profession and other gentlemen 
interested in the progress of science, at- 
tended the meeting. 
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In consequence of the detention at the 
House of Commons on parliamentary duties, 
of Mr. Hume, who had in the most kind pud 
prompt manner promised to take the chair, 
it was half-past seven before the public 
business of the evening commenced. On 
entering the room, Mr. Hume and the 
members of the committee were received 
with cheers, and iu * few second*. l||b. 'plat- 
form was covered with surgeons aud physi- 
cians of the highest respectability. 

The phairman having opened the meet- 
ing, a resolqtioq to the following effect was 
proposed by W. S. Bowen, Esq. : — That in 
consequence of the defective, unjust, and 
dangerous stat^ of the law. relating to medi- 
cal scieuce, it is absolutely essential to the 
security of the public health that measures 
be forthwith commenced to obtain from the 
legislature an improved constitution for the 
government of the medical profession. 

The resolution Was seconded by Mr. 
Wakley in a speech which occupied, nearly 
an hour and a half in the delivery, aud 
which was ‘listened to with the deepest at- 
tention. At its conclusion,. tlje meeting 
rose in a body, aud carried the resolution 
with the loudest acc|aip*tions. It may be 
briefly stated that Mr. Wakley took a re- 
view of the present stale of medical law 
and the medical colleges \ the abuses which 
distinguish them ; their injurious aud op- 
pressive effects upon medical education, the 
members of the profession, and the public 
health ; the remediul advantages which would 
be derived from the establishment of a new 
college of mediciue, aud the principles on 
which such a college (conferring upon its 
members equal rights, and the one general 
title of “ Doctor," and embracing iu its 
scheme thfe formation of a fund for the 
widows and children of its members) should 
be established. 

The second resolution, to the following 
effect, was moved by Thomas King, Esq., 
and seconded by Dr. Epps, iu speeches of 
great truth and force That the establish- 
ment of a new medical college ou principles 
in accordance with the progress of science, 
presents, 'at the same time, the rapst practi- 
cable means, of obtaining a general and com- 
plete reform in the system of medical legis- 
lation, is calculated to afford the greatest 
security to the public health, aud will most 
effectually increase the utility, and advance 
the rank and respectability, of the general 
body. of the medical profession. (Carried 
with only one dissentient voice.) 

At the close of Dr. Epps's observations, 
Mr. W. W . Sleigh presented himself to the 
notice of the meeting, and moved an amend- 
ment to the following effect : — That an in- 
stitution called “ I he British Collage of Sor- 
geoqs in Loudon ” was cqinmenoed in 1829, 
and that the laws of tha$ institution being 


fully adequate for all the purposes to which 
the resolution just passed wap intended t9 
apply, that a committee be appointed to 
examine into the circumstances connected 
with it, and report thereon to another pub- 
lic meeting. 

This amendment, which was seconded 
by Mr. Jones, was prefaced by an attack oa 
the character qf Mr. Wakley as a public 
journalist, for haviug been the means of 
destroying an institution which wak •* bora 
in dishonour and perished in disgrace.’* The 
opportunity for a reply was afforded to Mr. 
Wakley, who, after expressing hi* astonish- 
ment at the brazen impudence of his assail- 
ant, disclosed to the meeting such a state* 
ment of facts in justification of hi* conduit 
towards the institution in question, as co- 
vered Mr. Sleigh with disgrace, and called 
down upon him the strongest spark* of coar 
tempt from the meeting. The amendment 
was instantly negatived. 

The third resolution, moved by Georg a 
Wai.ke a, J£sq., and seconded by Dr. Jtfoa* 
son, was to the following effect : — That a 
committee of five, With power to increase 
their numbers to twelve, be appointed to 
examine deliberately into the best plap for 
the formation of a new institution. Ttal 
this Committee do frame a code of laws and 
regulations for it* general govprpment aw} 
operations, and that they be required to re- 
port minutely on its several details to a 
general meeting, to be held within six weeks 
from the present day. Further*, that bo 
resolution shall be adopted by sucli Com- 
mittee, unless it have received the sanction 
of two- third* of the members preseat. 

The following gentlemen werq subse- 
quently proposed and appointed the five 
members of the Committee : — Mr. Wakley, 
Mr. Waller, Mr. King, Pr. Eppa, apd Dr. 
O’Shaughnessy. 

The fourth resolution, moved by William 
Marsden, Esq., aud seconded by — Burt, 
Ksq., was to the following effect: — That 
the Council of, the College of Sutgeoni 
in London have, by. * long and continued 
system of arbitrary oppression and vexatious 
conduct towards the members of the Col- 
lege, assumed a jurisdiction which can novel 
be constitutionally vested in epy corpora- 
tion, and that by the adoption of by-laws 
and regulations inconsistent with the in- 
terest* of the institution, and by tha exer- 
cise of repeated acts of authority subversive 
of it* objects, they have, in the opiniou ot 
this meeting, lost tbe confidence of the 
profession, and justly forfeited their privi- 
leges aud charters ; — that a petition, there- 
fore, be presented to the legislature, pray- 
ing the appointment of a Committee to iat 
ouire into the conduct of tl*e President and 
Council of the Royal College of* Burgeons 
in London, in (far gdmtatstWtwm ; of theif 
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doties, and tlie prelent state of medical 
knowledge, sad to adopt a remedy for the 
abuses which this meeting believes to exist 
in its government and constitution. That 
such petition do lie for signature of mem- 
bers of the College at ( Carried 

Unanimously.) 

The filth resolution, moved by J. Baxn- 
b it i dg e, Esq., and seconded by Mr. Love- 
kin, was to the following effect : — That 
temporary chambers he token, and a secre- 
tary engaged, for the accommodation and 
service of the committee appointed to report 
on the New Medical College. ( Carried 
unanimously.) 

After a few observations from Mr. Der- 
mott, and some suggestions from gentlemen 
around the room, a vote of thanks was pass- 
ed to the chairman with acclamation ; three 
cheers were given for Mr. Warhurton, as 
the friend of the medical profession, and an 
enthusiastic round of applause for the gen- 
tie men to whom the profession and the pub- 
lic were principally indebted for the esta- 
blishment of a new medical college. 

The meeting did not break up until near- 
ly 12 o’clock. 


PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE 

PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT 

OF 

DEAFNESS. 

No. V. 

My John Fosbroke, M. /)., Cheltenham . 

The injections which I have mentioned 
may be used by patients as frequently as 
convenient' to themselves. Mr. Buchanan 
recommends an injection of vinegar and 
water, which was Gulen's. Galen used in- 
jections of scales of iron, boiled in vinegar, 
to the consistence of honey ; or ox-gall, dis- 
solved in strong vinegar, and dropped in 
warm, and certain troches dissolved in vine- 
gar. Of the injurious effects of instilling 
solutions of lunar caustic, and other irritants, 
into the ear, examples constantly occur. 
The case of a young lady, a patient of mine, 
which I shall give hereafter, is one instance, 
and that of an illustrious military comman- 
der aud statesman is another. The case of 
this last personage was as follows : — Some 
new cannon were tried, close to where he 
was standing, at Woolwich ; being taken by 
surprise, and the membrann tympani not 
being prepared for the explosion by the 
regulating action of its own muscles, it was 
ruptured at the instant, probably by the 
irregular contraction of tne tensores, un- 
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restrained by their antagonists. Much pain 
followed, and a pure adjust was sent for, 
who ascribed the symptoms to totpor of the 
nerves !!! and dropped in a solution of lunar 
caustic into the meatus. Fiuding its way 
through the ruptured drum, it produced ex- 
cessive irritation arid violent agony in the 
iuternal ear, followed by otorrhoea [inflam- 
mation aud discharge from the ear), with a 
succession of abscesses and discharges for 
two years subsequently, as ^ell us deafness 
on one side. The injury also exerted an 
irritable state of the brain and nervous sys- 
tem, attended with constant restlessness and 
vigilance, and loss of tone of the stomach. 
After being at Cheltenham, and adopting an 
alterative system, he returned to London, 
where a spontaneous diarrhoea came on, 
which critical occurrence, thnugn it excited 
apprehension, was followed by recovery of 
his general health, but not of his hearing. 
We are taught, by the effects of this hap- 
hazard application of a violent and empiri- 
cal remedy, to take heed how we proceed 
with an organ charged with the highest de- 
gree of sensibility, which is not only affect- 
ed easily by external impressions' of pn in- 
jurious nature in health, but liable to ex- 
quisite pain and injury, perilous even tq 
life from injudicious assaults in an irritable 
State. The ear is to bd coaxed by gentle 
and gradual methods, not storied by direct 
attacks and empiricol violence. 

Introduction of Probes and Injections 
into the Tympanum. — The Eustachian tube 
opens a passage for the introduction of in- 
jections into the most important cavity of 
the ear, viz., the tympanum. The practice 
of probing and injecting the tympanum 
through the Eustachian tube has been 
brought up recently in France, and intro- 
duced to English notice by Mr. Bucha ian, 
of Hull, who is not au aunst, hut a general 
practitioner. It is, however, nothing mo^q 
than an old practice, used long since in Eng- 
land, and now again revived. It was first 
proposed for trial to the Royal Academy of 
Sciences, in Paris, by M. Gugot, about 
l7o5, and rejected. It was then proposed 
aud practised hy Mr. Jonathan Watuen, sur- 
geon, in Devonshire Square, not a pure 
aurist, who gave an account of it, with a 
plate, in ttxe Philosophical Transactions of 
fhe. above year. states that he had 
cured one case by probes, after every other 
pieans had proved ineffectual., “ This ex- 
cited his further endeavours, so that he had 
pipes of different sizes adapted to a syringe, 
with which he has since injected the mea- 
fas exteruus with success/’ 

The celebrated aurologist, M. Itard, of 
Paris (who is also not a pure aurist , but 
W&s educated as a physician and surgeon, 
for the French government, very properly, 
pill suffer no man to practise as oculist, 
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anrist, or as any other species of impostor, 
who has not been educated regularly as 
physician or surgeon in the first place) 
showed me, April 8, 1828, his mode of 
practice at the Deaf and Dumb Institution 
of the French capital. His assistant was 
employed in compressing a body of air into 
a huge cylinder of brass, by drawing up 
and down a central piston. To this cylinder 
was affixed a long tube of gum, orindian 
rubber, which was regulated by a valre. 
This tube communicates at its centre, if re* 
quired, by a branch tube, with a vase filled 
with aromatic herbs infused in spirits of 
wine. The process of introducing the air 
from the cylinder and tube into the cavity 
of the tympanum, was performed as follows : 
A deaf gentleman was seated iu a chair, at 
the back of which a piece of wood, covered 
with leather and hollowed out, was fixed, to 
steady and receive his head ; a serve tete, 
a collar of brass, lined with leather, was 
placed round his forehead ; from its centre 
there projected downwards a brass for- 
ceps, by which the ear-catheter, after its 
introduction into the Eustachian tube, was 
fixed. Dr. Itard first introduced into the 
Eustachian tube, with extreme facility, an 
elastic gum catheter, containing a wire. 
He then withdrew this catheter and passed 
a silver one of the %ame form ; he screwed 
this last fast into the forceps of the serve 
tete , and then joined its free extremity to th$ ; 
end of the tube proceeding from the air-pump. 
The valve of the tube being turned by an 
assistant, the medicated air rushed in with 
a loud hiss into the cavity of the tympanum. 
But, by means of the valves, it was admit- 
ted into the ear more or less freely, accord- 
ing to the sensations of the patient and 
judgment of the operator. The patient pro- 
nounced the impregnated air very pungent. 
M. Itard observed, that the cold air became 
warm in its passage into the tympanum. He 
lias another apparatus, which consists of a 
huge bellows pieced under the ceiling of a 
low room, and made to communicate with 
a perpendicular tube, through which the air 
is conveyed to a metallic apparatus for qpn- 
taiuing warm fluids. These fluids are pro- 
pelled by the blast through another tube 
into the ear-catbeter. In this opeiation, 
the patient is covered with a skin of leather. 

M. Itard’s apparatus, as he observed, is 
much more forcible than the common sy- 
ringe and ear-catheter used iu this country. 
Iq the several cases in which I have used 
the latter, the patients experienced from it 
not the least benefit whatsoever. The deaf- 
ness experienced no change, however long 
or carefully the process was persevered in. 
I think, nevertheless, that it deserves fur- 
ther trial. 

Probes should always be introduced into 
the Eustachian tubes before any opinion is 


pronounced affirming the exietence of ob«, 
struction of those tubes, or before tbe ope- 
ration of puncturing the membrane of the 
tympanum be meditated. The usual crite- 
rions of obstruction of the Eustachian tube 
by symptoms, as I have said, are so falla- 
cious, that no dependence can be placed 
upon them. 

Mr. Buchanan has laid much stress upon 
previous bleeding and purging, to prevent 
irritation of tho soft parts of the tube aud 
internal ear from tbe use of the probes and 
injections. Gentleness and a correct hand, 
appear to me to supersede the necessity of 
these precautionary means ; at least I have 
found no occasion to have recourse to them. 

I have introduced the probes into both my 
own ears, at the same time without any 
sensible inconvenience, except very brief 
and trifling throbbing and soreness. I did 
the same in the case of Mr. Shedden, a re- 
spectable tradesman in Cheltenham, a per- 
son of rather full habit and robust health ; 
and others. Ear- probes require very flue 
bulbs to pass the narrow part of the Eusta- 
chian tube, and sometimes should be blunt- 
ed merely. They are bent to a double curve, 
like an italic S. Two are required ; as is 
demonstrable by recourse to the skull, with 
the membrane of the tympanum preserved 
the oblique position of that membrane, and 
the oblique facing of the small bones, and of 
tbe handle of the malleus especially, towards 
'the Eustachian tube, expose both to the 
bearing of the probe, llude contact may, 
therefore, injure both, but the sensibility 
of the tympanum generally gives warning 
of the fullest extent to which the probe can 
be introduced with prudence. The French 
pupils habituate themselves to tbe use of the 
probes on the dead subject. 

Students, endeavouring to form some 
judgment of this practice upon the dry 
bones, should be aware, that the angle from 
the base of the anterior plate of the ptery- 
goid process to the ear, is more acute in the 
skull than in the living parts ; so that the 
insertion of the probe into the tract of the 
tube, after passing tbe nostrils, requires a 
curve, which renders the introduction ex- 
tremely difficult; also tbe tract of the tube, 
when preserved after the bones are dried, 
is actually narrower tbau in the recently 
dead or living subject. 

The passage of the Eustachian tube is in 
the line of the styloid and vagiual processes; 
it is roofed over by the root of the latter, 
and at the place of these processes the tract 
is very narrow. A small gold-wire probe, 
flattened at tbe end, may be passed, and, in 
the recent skull, when it is approaching the 
tympanum, there is a sensation of breaking 
through some intercepting membrane ; at 
that moment it is actually in the tympanum, ' 
and close to the manubrium of the malleua. 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



DR. FOSBROKE ON DEAFNESS. $*6 


The introduction, therefore, requires cure 
sod attention to minute circumstances, 
which qualities are the parents of success and 
precision in the manipulations of surgery. 
The distance from the inner edge of the 
square bone of the palate to the tympanum, 
averages about 2$ inches and Jth, aud 
from the nasal bones to the tympanum, 
about inches. So much for planuiug 
the operation on the skeleton. 

In introducing the probes in the living 
subject, it is first necessary to get the pre- 
cise curve, otherwise the probe will be ob- 
structed in the passage of the nostrils, by 
touching against the sides, and exciting 
sneezing. If the double curve he correct, 
having the concavity of the first curve turn- 
ed outwardly, its passage from beginning to 
•nd will be uninterrupted. In passing the 
probe, the hand should be. raised to the 
level of the nostrils. The point of the 
probe should be kept close to the alre of the 
nostrils, and the hack inclined towards the 
septum and vomer without contact. When 
arrived at the base of the inner plate of the 
azygous process of the sphenoid bone, and 
extremity of the square plate of the palate 
bone, it is inclined rather outwards and up- 
wards in the direction of the, articular pro- 
cess of the lower jaw., Having eutered the 
tube, it passes into the tympanum, giving 
notice of its situation by the sensation pe- 
culiar to the membrana tympani when 
touched. Insinuated gently onwards in this 
manner, like a bougie into the urethra, its 
regular progress is intimated by its unim- 
peded transmission. 

The puncturing of the Membrane of the 
Tympanum . — With respect to the punctur- 
ing of the membrane of the tympanum, os 
far as individual conclusions, from a certain 
number of facts, and a deliberate considera- 
tion of all the circumstances connected with 
deafness, enable me to give an opinion, that 
opinion is unfavourable to this operation in 
almost every case. The inlet of cold air 
and moisture into the ear, on the view of 
sound experience, incurs the most unfa- 
vourable consequences to the hearing in ex- 
change, for prospective benefits are very 
rarely realized. Puncture of the m. t. can 
seldom be of use, for it does not often hap- 
peu that the obstruction of the Eustachian 
tube is the sole cause of the deafness iu any 
case. In order to reach the middle cavity 
of the ear with injections, before I was ac* 
quainled with the practice of injecting the 
Eustachian tube, I punctured the m. t. of 
one ear twice in a case of extreme deafness, 
where the operation, under any result, could 
add little or nothing to the evil. The hear- 
ing was quickened for a few days, and then 
rendered worse. One patient wrote to me : 
“ I applied unfortunately to a celebrated 
surgeon, who, without makiug any inquiry, 


whether the operation were applicable tq 
my case or not, punctured the tympanum 
of the right ear, of which, from that time to 
the present, I have had no use, 1 would 
observe, that I heard for about two days 
after the operation, when I became infinitely 
worse than I was before.” Iu extenuation 
of the blame imputed to this personage, it 
must be observed that experience of the re- 
suits of puncturing the m. t. was then too 
new and scanty to have indicated to the 
operator the probability of permanent in- 
jury. M. Itard told me that he had per- 
formed the operation a hundred times with 
none but injurious consequences, and de- 
cisively condemned it. He intimated that 
he had been misled by Sir A. Cooper’s 
statements. One of Sir A. Cooper’s pa- 
tients informs me, that Sir Astley should 
now say, that “ where it has been of ser- 
vice in one case, it has doue mischief iu 
twenty.” It may improve the hearing for 
a time, though the Eustachian tubes are not 
obstructed. The improvement arises pro- 
bably from the conveyance of sound within 
the cavity of the tympanum, and nigher to 
the more exquisite structures of the laby- 
rinth. After puncturing the membrane, a 
crack is heard by the patient like the tear- 
ing of parchment. The smaller the open- 
ing the better. There is a case where it 
may be of use — namely, where matter ia 
collected in the tympanum. A very good 
case of this kind occurred lately in the prac- 
tice of Mr. Liston of Edinburgh, and was 
related to me by Mr . , Mackenzie, the de- 
monstrator at the university of that place. 
The patient was Professor Wallace’s son; 
the morbid action was changed after the 
operation, and he entirely recovered hia 
hearing. 


No. VI. 

It is impossible to discover the membrane 
of the tympanum in all deaf patients with 
the naked eve, with all appliances andmeaus 
to boot. But the external ear and head 
ought to be moved in various directions, 
and a full light thrown in, before the attempt 
is abandoned. 

As the hearing becomes imperfect, so also 
does the associated action of the auricle. 
By drawing it almost over the concha, the 
voice is heard more loudly and distinctly by 
the deaf. When injecting the outer porch, 
with warm fluids, 1 have observed a free 
and curious movement of the concha and 
skin of the passage like that of the scrotum , 
in warm water. When the auricle is cut 
off, Sennerts says that the impressions of. 
vibrations on the ear resemble the rushing 
of waves. 

In some cases of deafness without dis- 
charge or disease of the external auditory , 
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passage and Eustachian tube, I have observ- 
ed a want of force and vivacity in the im- 
pressions referred from the auditory nerve 
to the brain, with a corresponding dulneas j 
in the mental perception of sounds. The 
obscuriiv of impressions from without sp- 
ars to be owing to the auditory nerve 
ing occupied by sounds or sensations from 
within, created by au action existing in the 
brain itself, and producing sonitory impulses 
on the nerves of bearing. Since this form 
of deafness occurs generally in conjunction 
with nervous diseases, as hypochondriasis, 
it is probably owing to participation of 
the auditory nerves in the morbid condition 
of that system to which they belong, and 
not to any local affection of the ear. 

It is fortunate that the functions of the 
auditory nerve are seldom or never so com- 
pletely destroyed that some power of hear- 
ing is not left. It is also singular how sel- 
dom tire nerve is injured in general paraly- 
sis. It must be remembered that there is a 
branch of the fifth, as well as the proper 
nertea, the portio dura and mollis, all which 
have three origins, and form three media of 
connexion with the brain. This circum- 
stance, and the fact that deafness occurs with 
the general decay of the energies of the 
braiu oftener than from local injury of the 
brain, suggest a probability that the audi- 
tory impression is received by the brain 
itself, or ascertain ancients believed, by the 
cerebellum, and that the sense resides 
chiefly in it. 

Singing in the ears occurs indiscriminately 
in all cases of deafness with or without 
discharge . l)r. Grapengeisser observes 
that the susurrus aurturn is a symptom 
which may form a distinct eomplaint with- 
out having the least influence upon hearing; 
that, it may arise from the same cause as 
deafness; that, difficulty of hearing may 
frequently but not always attend it; that , it 
may be of short duration, and originate 
either from inexplicable causes, or in ple- 
llioric persons, from cerebral congestion, 
from some change in the auditory nerves 
themselves, from topical debility of the 
auditory organ, or from au exanthematous 
eruption of the ear. The tiukiing of the 
ears also supervenes to some species of 
fevers, and is not infrequent after apoplexy. 
In* the last case it is generally concomitant 
todeafbess, without being, however, a con- 
stant symptom of every species of that com- 
plaint, as it is sometimes not observed in 
the most complete deafness. Professor 
Hope, of Edinburgh, has suggested in 
examinations that some diseases, as hysteria, 
msy produce tinnitus aurium, by setting 
the small museles of the tympanum danc* 
ing. The auditory nerve after entering the 
cochlea and spreading over the vehicle in the 
veatibulum, is covered, according to modern 


anatomists, with a sheath of f>U miter. 
May not these fixed sounds arise from mor- 
bid determination to this vascular membrane 
and consequent pulsating of its over excited 
vessels upon the fine organ of sense, as ob- 
jects upou the retina ore produced by the 
increased impulse of the vessels in the first 
stages of amaurosis 1 

PRINCIPLES OF TRRATMRXT AND 
CURATIVE PROCESSES. 

It is said, “The instructed scribe wiH ! 
resemble the householder, who brings forth 
out of bis treasure new things Rod o)d. w 
The manner in which the ancients treated 
deafness is not unworthy of notice. Their 
remedies were chiefly external. I hare 
collected the following list from several old 
authors. — 1. External applications *. — The’ 
leaves of the dipsacum and jew’s-ear . f . As- 
injections : — Ale -hoof or ground ity : “The 
essence dropped into the ears helps the deaf- 
ness or noise there ; ” hyssop : “It taketh 
away noise in the ear by injection/’ — 3. To- ' 
bacco : “The essence of it made with wine* 
being dropped into the ears helps deafness.” 
— 4. Juice of poplar or aspen tree. — 5. Juice* 
of liquorice , *ii ; soft bedettium, *ss ; sugar- 
candy, Jii, dissolved ; juice of leeks, Jiv; 
juice of celandine, jj, mixed and 4< dropt 
into the ears, helps imposthumes, noise, 
and pain there/*— 6. Contmon turpentine, 
turpentine of the larch : a combination of 
turpentine, olive oil, essential oils, and sul- 
phur, was used with “ happy success.”— 7. 
Urine of men and animals, dropt into the 
ears.— 8. “ The galls of all creatures,” says 
Salmon, ore “ specifics for deafness, noise, 
and pain in the ears, with running matter. 
Of beasts the bull’s gall is the strongest, and 
of birds, that of the partridge and heron, 
the gall of birds being accounted stronger 
than that of beasts. Waters, extracts, or 
tinctures, may be made of them, but the 
most famous hi the tincture or powders of 
ox-gall.” [The preparations now commonly 
Used by aurists. — F.) An “ extract made 
of human gall aud ox-gall mixed with breast- 
milk, dropt into tbe ear, being stopped with 
cotton dipt into the same, cures pain and ’ 
noise in the ears. Dog’s gall dropt in warm 
oat’s milk, with honey, wolfs, mice’s, to 
ring out insects; butl*s, mixed with honey 
or balsam, sheep’s, with breast-milk, and 
injected with a syringe,” are alt recommend- * 
ed by the old authors. Such is the origin ‘ 
of the nostrums which aurists and “ auld 
wives ” now prescribe. — 9. Miscellaneous : 
Powdered horse-dung (which contains am- 
monia) , fat of dormice, lion's brains made 
into an oil, musk put into the ears stopped 
with cotton, heron’s and goose grease, hog*s 
lice and earwigs (!) boiled in oil and mingled 
with hare’s urine, and put into tbe esrs 
morning end '.eteningr* Moths. 3. As 
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masticatories and errkints Masticatories 
of mastich, pyrettrum, cummin, and cloves, 
twice a da y, and errhines of the betonica 
and melissa, aa., Jsa ; vel. alb. a*., Ji, M. 
To be drawn up the nostrils in fragments. 

Salmon, in his “ above seven hundred 
eminent cures in the most usual diseases 
happening to humane bodies, done by seve- 
ral famous physicians and performed by the 
author hereof” (1685), gives eight cases 
of deafness, which were treated chiefly by 
bleeding, purging, dry cupping, steaming 
the ear with herbs put into solutions of 
fixed alkali, and hot fomentations of the 
head.. It ia interesting to msrk the progress 
pf therapeutics, by comparing the ancient 
with modern practice; I shall, therefore, 
give brief abstracts of the most striking par- 
ticulars in these cases. The whole tend to 
prove, that however erroneous were the 
theories which they entertained of old, their 
general plans of treatment w r ere equally 
aeund, if not more energetic and deoisive, 
than the systems laid down in modern 
books on deafness. Instead, indeed, of the 
practice being better than formerly, it has 
rather grown worse ; it is more feeble, and 
less direotly applied to the general cause, 
if it be, as we think, a pathological condi- 
tion mostly consisting in congestion of the 
capillaries of the ear. 

Case 1. Romish priest, 48 set., cured by 
purging with antimony, “ agreeable to the 
judgment of Hippocrates, who says, that 
deafness is cured by purging,” and “ by 
potential cauteries to the thigh to repel the 
humours from the ears to the inferior parts,” 
and by the essence of thyme and cloves 
instilled into his ears morning and evening. 
“ Cured in a month.” 

Case 2. Gentleman, 60 set., deaf from the 
excessively penetrating cold of the Pyrenean 
mountains. ( Yet n lady, a ahe-ass no doubt, 
lately went from Cheltenham to the Pyre- 
nees to get well of deafness!— F.) Cured 
by the same remedies. 

Case 3. A nun, 34 tet., (t very thick of 
hearing, and “ had a great and frequent 
poise in her ears.” “ By God's assistance 
J cured her with the following things : — Io 
the morning before meat, her body being 
exonerated of its excrements, her head was 
washed in a lie, ip wliich was boiled a band- 
fill of ipint, penny-royal, and asarum roots, 
fbcn well rubbed with hot cloths, dried, 
and covered.* ? A stimulatory of white hel- 
lebore, &£., was “ blown up her nostrils, 
by which much thick and clammy sueevel 
wa# cast forth ; bleeding plentifully from 
the head veins ip. each arm. 

Case 4. Ulcer in thfe right ear, with dif- 
ficulty of hearing. Cured by bleeding in 
the cephalic on the hand, and afterwards in 
the medial* pp the arm, using stimulatories, 


and applying five drops of oil of sulphur 
night and morning to the meatus extemus. ‘ 

Case 5. Perfect deafness in a senator, 
76 set. The stimulatory and oil of sulpliut 
practice. “ This man, by the grace of 
Cod. was cured hy me. After the samfc 
manner, praise be io God, we have cured 
many others of deafness.” 

Case 6. Woman deaf of one ear, and thick 
of hearing in the other. •• Often let blood, 
but was still worse.^ “ Cupping glasse* 
without scarification to her shoulders, three 
days together, every month ; this did much 
good ; washing the head with a lixivium of 
cephalic herbs ; pills for fourteen days, with 
rubbing and combing; chewing a mastica- 
tory, which made her spit much, so that 
a great revulsion was made from her ears 
carp gall, dipped in fennel and caraway* 
water aud spirits of jumper, dropped ifatO 
her ears ; fuming her ears through a funnel 
with the fumes of origanum, rue, marjorum, 
lavender, juuiper, bay berries, fennel, ca- 
raways, ana cummin, boiled in wine.* 

Case 7. A woman, many years thick df 
hearing. Purging ; fuming of the ears \ 
three drops of a mixture of water Of galls, 
honey, turpentine, fennel, and sulphur', 
with eye-bright, mixed and dropped into the 
ears. 

Case 8. Difficulty of hearing and noise i ft 
the eats, from a fall. Three cupping glasses 
.applied on both sides; one under the ears 1 , 
the next oo the top of the shoulder, and the 
lowest on the shoulder-blades, with fire \ 
the next day the seme again, and the third 
day with scarification ; purging ; “ she 
sweated, fasting- in a hot- house ! and after, 
washed ht<r head and feet with a lye of 
oak-ashes and a little lime, in which werfc 
boiled lavender and spikenard. By the us* 
of these things the noise in the ears ceased, 
and came no more.” 

These cases show that deafness is not fc 
bit better treated now than a century and 
half ago, nor so efficiently. 

The modern curative processes employed 
in deafness are both local and constitutional. 
The same agents, with little difference, are 
applicable to deafness with, and without dis*> 
charge . The local remedies, commonly used 
ip this country, are gargles; injections, medi- 
cated tents, external irritants, and leeches'. 
M. itard, of Paris, spoke contemptuously of 
these methods, and of our practice in deaf- 
ness generally, as extremely imbecile, com* 
paratively with the French. It is the ©pi*- 
nion of the intelligent and thinking part of 
the English, who have resided long id 
France, that the French physicians, though 
less decided and vigorous in acute diseases; 

• The French still pse aromatic herbs in foment 
tationa wi;h more effect than if they were meet 
hot water or vapour. We have carried theory apd 
Simplification too far in these and other respects. * 
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treat chronic diseases with much more skill, 
much more attention to detail, than English 
practitioners. Let us have an English doc- 
tor for an acute disease, and a French one 
for a chronic disorder, is a common saying 
among them. The French physicians, Irom 
being incomparably superior as anatomists 
and physiologists, and tar more conversant 
with morbid anatomy, which is the great 
foundation of properly directed treatment, 
penetrate much more acutely and analyti- 
cally iuto the nature, seats, and causes of 
diseases, aud instead of taking a sweeping 
and general view, and giving a random defi- 
nition at a coup d’oeil, trace the diseased 
action patiently from part to part, separate 
its difficult aud entangled links, and combat 
it wherever they find it. The French trans- 
lator of “ Thomson on Inflammation” ob- 
serves, in bis preface, that an English phy- 
sician’s knowledge consists in bleeding, 
purging, and giving mercury for every 
thing , after which he is at his wit’s end. 

In deafness with discharge , injections are 
of the greatest service. In deafness without 
discharge, in which the ceruminous glands 
are in a torpid or generally morbid state, 
the stimulus is frequently salutary. The 
patient finds his hearing morO coufused for 
a time after the use of them, but it soon 
becomes clearer. Whether moisture supply 
the place of wax as a conductor of sound; or 
act on another principle in its immediate 
effect in improving the hearing, i cannot 
decide. In all cases, with or without dis- 
charge, with or without injury of the mem- 
brane of the tympanum, or whether they be 
transmitted by the external porch, or through 
the Eustachian tube into the tympanum, the 
rule has been established from the earliest 
periods that injections should he mild in 
quality. They should also be warm ; cold 
injections cause catarrhs, violent beadachs, 
noise in the ears, and lower the sensibility 
of these organs. Water softened and made 
oily with castile soap, a weak solution of 
lead in distilled water (for example — 
K> Fin. opii, 3S8 ; plumbi super ac., gr. viii ; 
aquae dist., ^vi) or milk, tepid lime-water 
and milk, constitute the usual injections for 
the meatus extemus. The French surgeons 
use a decoction of the stems of the soap- 
wort ( saponaria officinalis) > the brook dan- 
delion, and other herbs, which they inject 
with a forcing pump to the quantity of 
seven pints daily. To show their method, 
and to signify several other interesting 
points, I shall here detail a case. Under- 
standing that Mrs. R,, a lady of Lymington, 
Hants, had gone to France in 1824 , and had 
placed herself under the care of an eminent 
French practiser for deafness, and, after a 
long course of treatment, by means of these 
injections, the frequent use of vapour-baths 
medicated with elder, chamomile, and laven- 


der, flowers had recovered the sense, I ap- 
plied for the particulars of her. case from 
ihe lady herself, through Messrs. Moody 
and Gauntlett, surgeons 1 iustiument makers 
at Bath, who first mentioned it to me. The 
plan consisted in the constant application of 
leeches inside and behind the ears, and lin- 
seed poultices, until all appearances of the 
local inflammation ceased. She goes on ia 
her letter: — 44 I used also 0 syringe-pump 
at the same time. The injection was s 
luke-warno decoction of soapwort made with 
soft water. This was continued for some 
months. I then began a course of vapour 
baths, in which I am now persisting. My 
instructions were to resume the bath during 
the next three summers. My deafness ori- 
ginated from violent colds, with redness, 
inflammation, and hardness of the skin.” 
To give solidity to my statements, it has been 
usual on my part to suffer two or three 
years’ elapse, before I give out cases to the 
public as cures performed. I have seen 
enough of the ultimate results of boasted, 
cures by this or that marvellous personage 
of the trading curc-monget'ing nnd John 
Long school, after, as the wonder always 
goes, the poor noodle-headed patient 44 had 
been under the first men in the country,” 
who bad failed and been utterly discom- 
fited, to know how to estimate the first 
temporary and deceitful appearances of re- 
lief in old aud chronic cases, and to be con* 
vinced of the fallacious nature of the popu- 
lar impressions which they produce at the 
time. After the expiration of two or three 
years, something like a reasonable conclu- 
sion may be formed, whether a man have 
made any real impression or none upon s 
disease ; whether he have made what peo- 
ple call ** a Jh'm cure,”— a cure that will 
stand. Bat whenever an individual or his 
puffers go trumpeting about, that the 
former has cured a chronic disease upon 
the ground of changes, which have stood 
the test of merely days or weeks ; time, in 
nine cases out of ten, exposes the hollow- 
ness of these boasts and puffs, and the real 
purse-milkiDg motives of them. Therefore 
it is that the watering-place doctors, who 
seek 44 the &w6Me-reputation % at the liar's 
mouth,” and who know their trade , but not 
their art , take care to send their patients 
away in time , from certain glorious decoys 
for gulls. It ought to be the rule of every 
patient who has the faculties of a rational 
being (aud such patients, I admit, are very 
few in number), when told of a cure, to ask 
the great actor how long ago it happened; 
and if a short rime only has elapsed, lie may 
set it down that no dependence is as yet to 
be placed on its permanency, knowing the 
necessity of deferred testimony ; but with- 
out personal feelings towards the French 
physician, which would ho applicable in 
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tliis case, I was curious to know Low far 
this cure stood firm in the end, and there- 
fore made it a matter of particular inquiry. 
As she herself relates in 1824, she had reco- 
vered, though her deafness was so complete, 
that she could not hear the noise of carriages 
in the streets of the town. It had coine on { 
in the coarse of a scaly cutaneous disease, 
with strumous discharges near the ear. The 
treatment of the French phjsician cured the 
deafness and cutaneous disease after great 
perseverance, and she grew corpulent dur- 
ing the use of the baths from the improve- 
ment of her constitution. After she return- 
ed to England, a vapour bath was construct- 
ed for the purpose of steaming her body 
with the vapour of vinegar and water passed 
through camomile and lavender flowers. 
This stimulus softened and separated the 
scales, and restored the skin to its healthy 
action and natural perspiration. But mark 
the sequel! In 1826, the artificial amend- 
ment had given way, and the cutaneous dis- 
ease and deafness had rctw'ned , with all 
the manifestations of a confirmed strumous 
habit \ We hear of more cures in the world 
than were ever performed. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 

Stranoulated inguinal hernia. 

Mary Robinson, a delicate-looking 
Woman, fetat. 45, was admitted into Sitwell’s 
Ward, on Friday, Feb. 11th, at noon, under 
the care of Mr. Vincent. 

She has a tumour of the shape and about 
the size of a pigeon’s egg, in front of the 
external abdominal ring. She vomited im- 
mediately before she came here, but has not 
since. She has excessive nausea, her abdo- 
men is rather tense, and very tender to the 
touch, particularly in the vicinity of the 
umbilicus. Countenance anxious j tongue 
white ; pulse frequent and small, with oc- 
casional hiccup. She states, that about 
twelve years since, during a difficult labour, 
a rupture took place j it did not produce 
much inconvenience, and she returned it 
herself. The hernia has frequently de- 
scended since, and she has succeeded in 
returning it in every instance without much 
difficulty, and has never worn a truss. Last 
Tuesday week , while engaged about her 
domestic concerns, but not using more than 
ordinary exertion, it again protruded, and 
she was unable to return it. Her aliment- 
ary canal continued to perform its functions 
until Monday last , since which her bowels 
have not been relieved, and she has suffered 
from incessant nausea and vomiting. At- 
tempts were made, previous to her coming 
here, to reduee the hernia, but were unsuc- 


cessful. Immediately' after her admission, • 
the taxis was had recourse to, and the her- 
nia returned into the canal, but cotild not 
be passed through the iuternal ring ; as 
soon as the pressure was discontinued* the 
gut again protruded. She was then put 
into a warm bath, and remained in it twenty 
minutes. The taxis was again employed 
while she was in the bath, with the same 
result as before. Mr. Vincent saw her at 
two o’clock, and proceeded to perform the 
operation directly, and did it in the usual ' 
manner. When the sac was opened, a por- 
tion of ilium, about three inches long, and 
of a dark-rose colour, was exposed. The 
stricture was at the internal ring, and was 
formed by the neck of the sac. As soon a? 
the stricture was divided, some fluid, hav- 
ing a peculiar odour, escaped. The intes-* 
tine was drown out of the abdomen for about 
two inches, and appeared healthy beyond 
the stricture. In the line of the stricture 
an opening was seen in the gut* with a her- 
nia of the mucous membrane, capable of 
admitting the extremity of the little-finger, 
through which some very fetid, whey-like- 
looking fluid escaped. Two small ulcers 
were seen close to this opening, but it was 
thought that they did not extend to the 
mucous membrane. Mr. Vincent then held 
a consultation with his colleagues as to the 
propriety of closing the opening by means 
of a ligature. Mr. Lawrence and Mr. Stan- 
ley each related a case similar to the pre- 
sent, in which the opening had been closed 
by a ligature, and the termination of the 
case had been such as to induce them to 
recommend the adoption of the same prac- 
tice in the present instance.’ Mr. Vincent 
immediately closed the opening with a fine 
silk ligature, and cut offits extremities close 
to the knot. When this had been done, 
fluid was seen escaping through the two 
small ulcers, which were close to the one 
which had been just closed. Another liga- 
ture was then tied around the one already 
applied, and its extremities left undivided. 
The intestine was then returned into the 
abdomen, and the ulcerated portion retained 
opposite the external opening by means of 
the ends of the silk being brought through 
the wound, which was then closed by adhe- 
sive plaster. A bandage was applied in the 
usual manner, and the patient removed from 
the theatre. Her pulse flagged a good deal 
during* the operation, and when she was 
put to bed, it was so feeble as to be 
scarcely perceptible, and some wine was 
given to her. Mr. Vincent saw her again at 
three o’clock, she had then rallied, and her 
pulse was much more distinct. She was 
ordered to have an enema immediately, 
which was administered, but returned di- 
rectly, unmixed with faecal matter. 

Seven o’clock p,m. She wu seen at fire' 
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o’clock, And ordered to takfe two' dr dchms 
of the sulphate of magnesia in a saline 
draught t every second hour* She has had 
one copious evacuation, which was dark 
coloured, but not very offensive $ there has 
been no recurrence of the vomiting ; her 
pulse is small and very rapid ; tongue 
whitish snd moist; abdomen tense and 
painful to the touch ; skin moist. Let her 
continue her medicine. 

12. Ten o’clock a.m. Has had three 
copious evacuations since our last visit; 
slept till three o’clock, when she was awoke 
by au attack of pain in the region of the 
umbilicus. The sister of the ward fomented 
her abdomen, which relieved her very much. 
Her abdomen is now very tense, and the 
slightest pressure on it is productive of ex* 
treme pain. Pulse 130, and rather full ; 
skin moist ; tongue white and dry ; no 
vomiting. Thirty leeches to be applied to 
the abdomen, after which the fomentations 
to be repeated, and the medicine to be con- 
tinued . 

One o’clock p.ac . Pain and tension of 
tfie abdomen much relieved , leeches have 
bled very freely ; she appears faint ; has 
vomited twice since ten o’clock ; pulse fre- 
queut and feeble; respiration laborious, and 
performed by the chest alone ; bowels not 
open since ; about an hour ago she ex- 
pressed a wish for an enema, which was ad* 
minis* red, and returned in a few minutes. 
She says she felt much relieved alter it.' 
To discontinue the draught , and to take 
three grains of calomel with a quarter of a 
grain of opium every second hour. 

Three o’clock p.m. Has taken two doses 
ot calomel and opium ; the pain and tension 
ot the abdomen are much increased ; pulse 
very small, add so frequent as to preclude 
tne possibility of couuting it ; countenance 
expressive of anxiety ; difficulty of respira- 
tion much increased ; skin bedewed with 
cold clammy perspiration ; occasional hic- 
cup, and great prostration of strength. To 
take an ounce of port -wine directly, to re- 
peat the leeches, fomentations, and enema . 

IS. She died last uight at six o’clock, 
»6d was removed from the hospital within 
half an hour afterwards, consequently no 
post-mortem examination was made. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 

, Arrangements are about to be made at 
this hospital for the delivery of clinical lec- 
tures to the medical pupils. Dr. Hamilton 
Roe, the junior physician, upon whom this 
duty will devolve, proposes to have a ward 
appropriated to such patients as are suf- 
ficiently interesting to be made the subjects 
of comment, (February.) 


The tfnnual aeeoontfc have been lately 
closed, and the result is certainly creditable 
to the care and attention of the officers. In 
the medieal department especially, the ex- 
penditure of medicines has greatly dimi- 
nished, whilst the number of patients hys 
progressively augmented. This will be mode 
clear by the following little table # 
No. of Patients. Cost of Medicines. 

1827 .. 2183 £o5H 3 3 

1828 .. 2432 386 1 11 

18*9 .. 2515 323 13 O 

t830 .. 4015 356 4 O 

This remarkable reduction of expenditure ' 
is chiefly ascribable to the vigilance and 
frugality of Mr. Edwards. 

Since the defeat of the scheme for re- 
moving the hospital to Charing- cross, the 
directors of the institution have been 'active- 
ly engaged iu search of a site in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of the present building, 
but hitherto no definitive arrangement has 
been proposed. Negociotions have been 
some time ou foot lor a site in Prince’s- 
street, opposite the west end of the abbey,, 
and this plan seems to unite all suffrages in 
its support, as it presents an improved situ- 
ation in the very heart of old Westminster. 
We shall lay before our readers, historical 
sketches of the most interesting cases which 
may be treated by the physicians and su r* 
geons of (his establishment, together with 
Such .clinical comments as these gentlemen 
may make upon them. 

Owing to the injudicious construction,, 
imperfect ventilation, and crowded state of 
the wards, where scarcely 400 cubic feet of 
Respiratory space is afforded to each pa- 
tient, relapses frequently occur, and as may. 
be supposed from the depletion effected in 
the treatment of the first attack, are very 
intractable. The rooms being long and nar- 
row, and warmed by oue large fire-place only, 
their temperature is rendered unequal; it* 
produces at each end the extremes of beat ‘ 
find cold. The windows are so ioconve- ‘ 
niently sitdated that a sash cannot be lower-' 
ed to purify the atmosphere, without direct- 
ing a current of air upon one of the patients. 

HEPATITIS CHSONICA. 

Richard Harrison, ®ta$. 38, splinter, 
was admitted the 17th November, 1830, 
with chronic hepatitis aod other sequelae of . 
Colica pictonum . His constitution was ori- 
ginally good, but it has been severely sha- 
ken by repeated attacks of this disease, to 
which he first became subject in his twen- 
tieth year. After this he experienced in 
attack annually, until about six years ago, 
when he was first exempted from it, Severe 
bilious attacks, however, followed in the 
train ot the old disease, and t he has hardly 
tver been free from hepatic symptoms* 
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These have ever and anon been relieved 
by cupping, and turpentine and Castor-oil 
draughts. 

On admission, the skin and conjunctivas 
were of a light yellow hue, the countenance 
anxious, and the features sharp, indicative 
of that mental prostration which is charac- 
teristic of the chrouic stage of painter’s 
cholic. 

The tongue is furred and flabby, the 
bowels are confined, the pain of abdomen 
relieved on pressure, and occasional lanci- 
nating pains in the elbows and knees an- 
noy him. The patient was early married, 
and he does not appear to have ever been 
inordinately addicted to sensual pleasures. 
— Opium , two grains ; calomel, four grains. 
Make a bolus to be taken at bed-time. 

18. This morning he is much better ; he 
has slept well, the first time for ten days ; 
his sympathetic pains have abated ; bowels 
eoufined ; pulse 108, and feeble. — Castor 
oil , one ounce , to be taken every two hours 
until the bowels be opened. 

19. The bowels have acted well, and be 
has slept profoundly ; at present he fins no 
pain whatever. — het him take the pill twice 
a-day. 

20. Somewhat better ; he is annoyed with 
nausea ; the emunctories do their duly tote- 
fably, and he sleeps well. 

27. He has continued without much vari- 
ation since the last note ; he has been en- 
tirely free from pain, but has experienced 
a gradual diminution of strength and loss 
of appetite ; to-day the pulse is 102, rather 
voluminous and feeble ; and it is deemed ex- 
pedient to give him the following tonic. — 
Sulphate of quinine , two grains, to be taken 
three times a- day, in the Jorm of a draught. 

Dec. 2. He suffers great inequality of 
spirits ; at one moment they are buoyant, 
at another miserably depressed ; bis rest is 
again disturbed, and be complains of dull 
paiu in his bones ; lie bas tenderuess in 
bis right hypochondrium, and his counte- 
nance is more sallow than before. Pulse 
moderately full and regular ; bowels scantily 
open ; and he has scarcely strength to sit 
op in bed. — Opium, one grain ; blue pill, 
jive grains. Make a pill, to be taken every 
night. — Vecoction of dandelion, one ounce ; 
castor oit, half an ounce , to be taken eve>~y 
morning. 

6 . His health has varied like &n April 
day; the tenderness extended from the 
right hypochondrium over the whole abdo- 
men, and a blister was consequently applied 
to that region, and afforded signal relief: 
this was followed by au amendment in the 
general state of the patient, and the consti- 
tution seemed for a while to rally with suf- 
fteient force to throw off all its ailments j 


m 

but the poor fellow again soon relapsed into 
a state of depression, and the disease again 
resumed its ascendency. - He new sleeps 
indifferently; the bowels are open scantily ; 
there is an evident fluctuation of fluid in 
the abdomen, aqd his legs have becofie 
(edematous : pulse 100 of moderate force.* 
— Extract of colocy nth, ten gi'ains, imme- 
diately. 

11. The colocy nt|i *cted freely upon the 
patieut’s bowels, and there was a faint ame- 
lioration in his condition. On the subse- 
quent day, however, a slight sore throat su- 
perveued, which consisted of a mere rubes- 
cence of the internal fauces. The strength 
of the patient gradually diminished, the 
quantity of fluid in the abdomen increased, 
and was attended with pain and tendeinesa : 
for this a blister was applied, and temporary 
relief afforded ; but the . fulcrum of his con- 
stitution was gone, and its permanent reani- 
matiou was hopeless. To day he is ex- 
ceedingly feeble ; he has adifficulty of swal- 
lowing, owing to a copious secretion of 
viscid mucus in the throat; his counte- 
nance however is tranquil, aud his pupils 
are dilated ; the pulse 120, and very feeble. 
Fait wine, four ounces daily. 

13. The difficulty of swallowing increas- 
ing, a sinapism was applied to the throat* 
the tongue became excessively swollen* r 
but did not materially impede respiration: 
this organ was scarified and its size reduced ; 
lie had difficulty in swallowing his wine, 
became gradually exhausted, tihet expired 
this afternoon. 

* Autopsy twenty -four hours after death: 

The patient was much emaciated : imme-> 
diately on opening the thoracic and abdo- 
minal cavities, considerable vesceral disease 
was evident. , In the abdomen, adhesions, 
between the organs were very general ; the 
liver and stomach were both covered tfith a 
thick coating of coagulable lymph; flakes of 
which were floating in a large quantity of 
serum which existed in this cavity. . Tb& 
substance of the liver was condensed 
throughout, and its functions io several 
parts obliterated ; the mucus membrane of 
the alifnentory canal presented vestiges of 
inflammation. In tbe thorax old adhesions 
existed between the proper and reflected 
pleurae, and the substance of the lung was 
studded with tubercles of various ages. 
The mucous tunic of the larynx and bronchia 
was considerably injected ; but the jnucous 
membrane of the pharynx was quite healthy, 
and the substance of the tongue exhibited 
only the appearance of * simple tumefaction* 
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NAVAL SURGEONS. 

The following letter was received at tbe 
Editor’s residence at the moment the Jour- 
nal was going to press. 

RESULT or THE DEPUTATION TO THE 
LORD CHAMBERLAIN. — 

THE ORDER OF EXCLUSION 

FROM HIS 

MAJESTY'S LEVEES RESCINDED. 

To the Members of the Royal College 
of Surgeons. 

Gentlemen, — In obedience to your reso- 
lution of the 8th inst., we have this day 
waited on his Grace the Duke of Devonshire, 
on the subject of the exclusion of the sur- 
geons and assistant-surgeons of the navy 
from his Majesty's levees. His Grace said 
he had great pleasure in being able to au- 
thorize us to communicate to you the fol- 
lowing answer : — 

“ That his Majesty entertained the kind* 
eet feelings towards the surgeons and assist- 
ant-surgeons of his navy ; that the order 
ootnplained of was rescinded, and that in 
future those officers would be admitted to 
the levees through the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty." 

Offering you our warmest congratulations 
upon this result, we have the honour to 
remain, your faithful servants, 

Georoe Walker, 
Thomas King. 

209, Piccadilly, March 17, 1831. 

P.S. Mr. Wakley having been subpoenaed 
to attend a trial at Maidstone this day, he 
was deprived the pleasure of joining the 
deputation. 


college of physicians. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — W ill you have the kindness to in- 
form the discontented author of the letter 
signed “ A Licentiate" (page 799 of your 
last Number), that the College of Physi- 
cians exacts nothing beyond what it is en- 
titled to exact by virtue of the act of Par- 
liament aud the College charter, — that all 
tbe students at each of our universities have 
just as much right to complain of the Col- 
lege and other /<r?es exacted from them there. 

So again, in all public and government offi- 
ces, he will find that whoever applies for 
their advantages, is subject to demands on 
his purse, — thut in law he is drained of fees 
at every step, — and, in short, that there 
must be a thorough revolution in all these 
institutions and proceedings, before his quid 
pro quo accounts can be satisfactorily audit- 
ed, — that if he be an Aberdeen or other 
Dub, he cannot expect to enjoy the privi- 
leges of better educated men, and must 
submit to the privation, and stifle his 
l.s.d. murmurs, satisfied with the privi- 
lege, that his paltry ,c 32L” gives of mak- 
ing Liis fortune (as many licentiates do), 
by the power which he cannot otherwise 
obtain of practising as a physician at all in 
or near London. As to his discontent at 
the paper which he heard at the College — 
if it contained many “ self-evident facts'* 
they are surely preferable to lies which 
elude detection. If it yielded but “ little 
instruction," let him supply the College (if 
he can !) with one that yields more! If he 
felt “ disappointment," he was quite at 
liberty to walk out, without, probably, the 
fear of any one missing him ! And if he 
“ regret the loss of time," advise him to go 
aud employ it in future more to his “ bene- 
fit or satisfaction." 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Agrestis. 

! [For a letter on tbe same subject, but of 
la very different tenor from the above, we* 
have not room this week. — E d. L.] 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

We ire again most reluctantly compelled to post* 
pone the insertion of several communications van 
we have long had on hand ; but we shall speedily 
be enabled to discharge all the claims our corre- 
i dpoudents have on us,— we hope to their satisfaction. 
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MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 

PRACTICAL COMMENTARIES ON 

DR. CHRISTISON'S PROCESSES 

FOR 

DETECTING POISONS. 

( Concluded .) 

BISMUTH AND IRON. 

Sevbral cases of poisoning with the 
subnitrate of bismuth having been recently 
recorded in the continental journals, a short 
account of the chemical history of this sub- 
stance, and of the mode by which it may 
be detected, may not be altogether devoid 
of advantage. 

The metal bismuth is of a reddish-white 
colour, brittle when cold, but malleable 
while warm ; heated to 30? Wedge wood, it 
takes fire, and burns with a bluish-white 
flame, discharging copious fumes of the oxide 
of bismuth. It is difficultly soluble in sul- 
phuric or muriatic acid, but is readily dissolv- 
ed and oxydieed by the nitric acid. A satu- 
rated solution ofbismuth in this acid is decom- 
posed by the addition of water, by which a 
beautifully-white precipitate, the snbnitrate, 
is thrown down. The soluble and insoluble 
compounds of this metal are all decomposed 
by sulphuretted hydrogen, which converts 
them into the black sulphuret. Finally, the 
white snbnitrate is, by the application of 
beat, converted into a transparent yellow 
glass. 

These striking properties render the com- 
binations of this metal sufficiently easy of 
detection in organic mixtures. The best 
mode of proceeding is by evaporating the 
suapeeted mixture, if fluid, to the consist- 
ence of an extract, drying this thoroughly 
before the fire, and finally charring it on a 
No. 395. 
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porcelain capsule. It is important here to 
note the difference between charring and 
incineration , — terms which are not unfre- 
qaently confounded in chemical treatises. 
By charring then, we mean the slow heatiug 
of the Bubstance under examination to a 
point below that of redness, but still suffi- 
cient to destroy various organic matters. 
The operation is exemplified by the toasting 
of bread, roasting of meat, &c., and is of 
vital importance in many analyses, inasmuck 
as it enables us to free from organic admix- 
ture many substances, which are either 
volatile, or would be decomposed by a full- 
red heat. In the present case, if we em- 
ployed a red beat, the carbon of the organio 
matters would, in the first place, reduce the 
subnitrate of bismuth to the metallic state, 
and then a continuance of the heat might 
occasion the partial, or even the total, loss 
of the metal in the form of the volatile 
vapours of its oxide. 

After charring, our next object is to bring 
any bismuth present into a state of solution. 
This is most easily accomplished by treating 
the charred mass with moderately strong 
nitric acid, boiling, filtering when cold, and 
evaporating to dryness on a crystal. On 
the residuum (the nitrate of bismuth) we 
pour water, which generates the insoluble 
white subnitrate ; and this we further ex- 
amine, after washing, by exposing it to 
a gentle current of sulphuretted hydro- 
gen, expelled from a small bladder with a 
stop-cock and tube, such as we have already 
described ; the black sulphuret is thus at 
once obtained. 

A chain of evidence is hereby procured 
which admits of no contradiction. A solu- 
tion of antimony might, it is true , imitate 
tbe results of the action of nitric acid, and 
the treating of tbe residuum with water; 
but sulphuretted hydrogen would cause an 
orange precipitate in an autimonial com* 
1 3 H 
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pound. Again ; there are many black sol- 
phurets, but none but that of bismuth is 
capable of being formed from a subnitrate, 
precipitated by water alone. It is of course 
essential that the water employed be per- 
fectly pure, especially that It be free from 
sulphates or carbonates, as these salts would 
cause a white precipitate in solutions of lead, 
which white precipitate would subsequently 
be blackened by the sulphuretted hydrogen 
gas. 

We have next to notice the mode of de- 
tecting Iron in malt liquors, a subject of 
considerable interest, and which at present 
is the daily theme of judicial investigations. 
It is altogether foreign to the object of 
these papers to enter on any explanation of 
the motives which lead to the designed adul- 
teration of malt liquors with iron prepara- 
tions; it is, however, important to remark, 
that iron not unfrequently is present, and 
that in considerable quantities, from acci- 
dent alone. No beer is absolutely and logi- 
cally free from the metal, inasmuch as malt 
contains iron as a natural ingredient, and 
this iron being freely soluble in excess of 
carbonic acid, is taken up by the water in 
the process of fermentation. Again ; the 
nails and the hoops of the vessels in which 
the beers are kept, not unfrequently add to 
the impregnation ; and, finally, the use of 
iron tubs and cans in tile cellars and tap- 
rooms, are not unusual sources of the 
metal. Of this last fact we observe a striking 
example recorded in the last revenue prose- 
cution, and in whioh, nevertheless, a con- 
viction was obtained. The analysis of beer* 
suspected to contain iron as a designed adul- 
teration is twofold, vis,, the qualitative , or 
that by which the presence of the metal is 
inferred ; and the quantitative, or that by 
Which its quantity is ascertained. 

For iron in a state of pure solution, and 
at its maximum of oxidation, there are vari- 
ous satisfactory tests or reagents. Of these 
we may enumerate the tincture of galls, 
whioh strikes a black colour. The sulpho- 
cyanntes,adeep red; the meconic acid, ditto; 
the succinic acid and succinates, black ; the 
benzoic acid and benzoates, ditto ; lastly, 
the ferrocyanates, which form with the per- 
salts of iron the beautiful pigment Prussian 
blue. Of these reagents, the last alone is 
applicable to the detection of iron in mall 
liquors, since either, from Similarity of tint, 


PROCESSES.— IRON. 

the necessary colours are not equally ob- 
vious with the former tests, or the organic 
matters of the beer exert a solvent influ- 
ence over the resulting compound, and pre- 
vent the striking of the new eolbur. 

The reagent, which till very recently 
was exclusively used, was the common yel- 
low ferrocyanate of potash ; but this, though 
the best, was found to be very defective, so 
that many beers contained large quantities 
of the iron, which were not indicated by any 
change of colour. This defective action 
partly depended on the variable condition 
of acidity, freshness, or staleness of the 
beers under examination. 

The progress of chemical science has 
however provided us with a new reagent of 
far greater certainty and delicacy in the red 
prussiate of potaah. It Was accidentally 
remarked, that chlorine added to any solu- 
tion -containing iron, increased very mnch 
the delicacy of the indications of the com- 
mon prussiate, and on investigating the 
phenomenon, it was found that this salt was 
changed by the chlorine into one possessing 
a different atomic composition, and to which 
the name of the red prussiate has befen ap- 
plied. To prepare this test is very easy— 
viz. by transmitting a cfirrettt of chlorine 
through the solution of the ordinary prus- 
siate, filtering, evaporating to dryness, and 
redissolving in distilled water ; or the beer 
to be examined may be impregnated with 
chlorine, and the common prussiate added, 
or wbat we have found the simplest of all, 
is to add a little of the chloride of lime iu 
powder to the beer, or drop in a little of 
any of the disinfecting solutions of chloride 
of soda, &c., then add the common prtw- 
siate, and the blue precipitate will be pro- 
duced if iron be present, iu any quantity 
greater than that whioh the malt naturally 
contains. 

We have thus obtained evidence that 
iron is present. The bulk of the precipitate 
and the depth of the colour will afford ui 
some idea of the extent of the admixture. 
But to ascertain this, we must proceed td 
examine another portion of the beer in 
question. 

For this purpose a little nitric acid should 
be added to about a pint of the bear, and it 
should be evaporated tb dryaess ; the ex- 
tract should then be charred, by degrees, am 
a porcelain C*i>sttle, a little dilate nitric arid 
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then added, and the mixture filtered. Am- 
monia is next to he dropped ih, and the 
precipitate is to be removed to a small 
porcelain capsule previously weighed, it is 
then to be heated to redness and Weighed 
again. The increase of weight is finally to 
be carefully noted. 

The theory of this process is simple t— a 
per nitrate 6f iron is first * formed (if the 
metal existed in the liquor as a carbonate), 
or a persulphate, if the adulteration were 
the common green vitriol of commerce. 
Again, any peroxide or colcothar formed 
during the charring, is redissolved by the 
nitric acid. The nitric acid is also useful 
by preventing the formation of any per- 
muriate of iron, by the decomposing influ- 
ence of the muriate of soda present. The 
muriate of iron thus formed is so volatile, 
that a considerable loss would inevitably 
ehsue on the heating of the mixture. 

From this nitrate, ammonia preoipitales 
the peroxide of iron ; but as this peroxide 
rapidly absorbs carbonic acid from the air, 
and would of course increase considerably 
in weight, it is essentially necessary to host 
it and weigh it at once in the manner above 
described. 

Of this petoxide of iron, 

40 parts are equal to persulphate . . . . 100 

. percarbonate .... 7 3 

— — — — • pretosulpbate an- 
hydrous 76 

— - 1 1 ■ crystallised .... 139 

We need not afford space at present for the 
formula necessary for the estimation of the 
proportions expressed in grains and in 
small quantities* The foregoing table pre- 
sents the necessary proportions to be at* 
tended to in the calculation. i 


ON TUB CHEMICAL TBBATMBNT OB 
CASES OP POISONING. 

In the preceding papers we have occa- 
sionally noticed the influence of chemical 
antidotes over the .operations of some par- 
ticular poisons, hut we did so rather with 
reference to the alterations consequently re- 
quired in the mode of analysis, than witb 
respect to the therapeutic powers of the 
antidote in question. We now proceed to 
enumerate seriatim the few effectual anti- 
dotes with which cfyeipistry has supplied 
the practical physician. 

: To the general principles which regulate 


the operations of the chemical counter- 
poises, Dr. Christisou alludes in these 
terms : — 

“ In the instance of internal poisoning, 
the great object of the physician is to ad- 
minister on antidote or counter poison. 
These antidotes are of two kinds. One 
kind takes away the deleterious qualities of 
the poison, before it cdmes within its 
sphere of action, by altering its chemical , 
nature. The other controls its poisonous 
action after it has begun, by exciting a con- 
trary action in the system. In the early 
ages of medicine almost all antidotes were 
believed to be of the latter description, but 
in fact very few such antidotes are known* 

" The chemical antidotes act in several 
ways, according to the mode of aetion ef 
the poison for whieh they are given. If 
the poison is a pure corrosive, suoh as s 
mineral acid, it will be sufficient, that the 
antidote destroy its corrosive quality : thus 
the addition of an alkali or earth will neu- 
tralize sulphuric acid, and destroy, or at. 
least prodigiously lessen, its poisonous pro- 
perties. Ju applying ibis rule, cafe mUBt 
be taken to choose an antidote which is 
either inert, or, if poisonous, is like the 
poison for which it is given, a pure corro- 
sive or local irritant, and one whose pro- 
perties are reciprocally neutralised. If the 
poison, on the other hand, besides possess- 
ing a local action, likewise acts remotely by 
an impression on the inner coat of the ves- 
sels, mere neutralization of its chemical 
properties is not sufficient; for we have 
seeu above that such poisons act through- 
out all their chemical combinations whieh 
are soluble. Here, therefore, it is neces- 
sary that the chemical antidote render the 
poison insoluble or nearly so, and that not 
only in water, but likewise in the animal 
fluids, more particularly the juices bf the 
stomach. The samo quality is desirable 
even in the antidotes for the pure Corro- 
sives ; for it often happens that in their 
soluble combinations these substances re- 
tain some irritating, though not any corro- 
sive power. When we try by the fore- 
going criterion! many of the antidotes 
which have been proposed for various poi- 
Bons, they will be found defective, as pre- 
cise experiments have in recent times ac- 
tually proved them to be.” 

The first group of individual poisons for 
which an antidote is required, is that of— 

TUB MINERAL ACIDS. , 

Of these Dr. Chris tiabn speaks as fol* 
lows !— 

'* Since the mineral acid! act entirely a! 
local irritants, it may be inferred that their 
poisonous UffieeU will be prevented by noli* 
3 H % 
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tralizing them. But in applying that prin* 
ciple to the treatment, it is necessary to 
bear in mind their extremely rapid opera- 
tion ; for if much time is lost in seeking for 
an antidote, irreparable mischief may be 
caused before the remedy is taken. Should 
it be possible then to administer chalk or 
magnesia without delay, these are the anti- 
dotes which ought to be preferred. But if 
it will consume time to get them, then 'a 
solution of soap, an article more likely to 
be at hand, should be administered, and 
while it is in preparation the acid should be 
diluted by the free use of any mild fluid, 
milk or oleaginous matters being preferred. 
The carbonates of the alkalies are by no 
means eligible antidotes, being themselves 
possessed of corrosive properties. After 
the proper antidote has been given to a 
sufficient extent, the use of diluents ought 
to be continued, as they render the vomiting 
more easy. 

“ The treatment of the supervening in- 
flammation does not differ from that of ordi- 
nary inflammation of the stomach. 0 

On this subject we may remark, that chalk 
is, for many reasons, the best remedy here ; 
and it should never be forgotten, that it is 
always at hand in the ceiling and walls of 
every apartment. The first thing, then, to 
be done is, to break off a piece of plaster 
from the wall, grind it to coarse powder in the 
quickest manner, and administer it in sus- 
pension in water or milk. It must, however, 
be recollected, that in the case of the nitric 
and muriatic acids, the resulting compounds, 
the nitrate and muriate of lime, are them- 
selves highly destructive to animal life ; we 
should, therefore, as soon as possible, fol- 
low up the administration of the chalk by 
draughts of broth or milk containing the 
phosphate of soda in solution ; an insoluble 
phosphate of lime is thus generated, and 
every trace of the poisonous agent is re- 
moved. 

We perfectly agree with Dr. Christison’s 
condemnation of the alkaline carbonates ; bat 
what shall we say of Dr. Thomson’s direc- 
tions in the Conspectus, to which we have al- 
ready more than once alluded, and in which, 
under the head of sulphuric acid, our readers 
will actually find the “ fixed alkalies” re- 
commended as one of the means of coun- 
teracting the effects of that poison! He 
might as well prescribe nitric acid as an an- 
tidote to the alkaline carbonates. One re- 
medy is just as harmless as the other. 

In Dr, Christison’a treatise, phosphorus, 


chlorine, and iodine, are next treated of, but 
no chemical antidote is mentioned. Dr. 
Thomson, in the work just spoken of, recom- 
mends copious dilution and the use of mag- 
nesia, “ to impede the combustion of the 
phosphorus in the stomach,” and to neu- 
tralize phosphorous and phosphoric acids, 
which, he states, are rapidly formed in these 
cases. The practice recommended is cer- 
tainly very judicious ; but nothing can be 
more absurd than to talk of combustion tak- 
ing place in the stomach. 

The corrosive effects of Iodine may be 
considerably alleviated by the immediate 
use of starch in its ordinary form, or in that 
of any amylaceous substance, as wheat, flour, 
potatoes, &c. An iodide of starch is thus 
formed, which may be extricated by vomit- 
ing more easily than the iodine itself, and 
which being rapidly converted into hydriodic 
acid in the alimentary canal, is eliminated 
quickly through the various excretory chan- 
nels. 

In poisoning by Chlorine taken in solu- 
tion into the stomach, or by chloride of lime, 
the use of the bicarbonate of soda in water 
as hot as it can be borne, seems to afford 
some encouragement, by converting the ex- 
cess of chlorine into muriate of soda. No 
experiments, however, are yet recorded, to 
prove .the.effidency of this treatment. 

Oxalic Acid, the next poison enumerat- 
ed by the author, finds a certain antidote in 
the carbonate of lime or magnesia. It is to 
be remarked, however, that the oxalates 
(which are nearly of equal virulence) are not 
thus decomposed. We are, therefore, happy 
to be enabled to recommend, as an invalu- 
able remedy in these cases, the solution of 
the bicarbonate of magnesia, invented by Dr. 
Murray, of Belfast, which precipitates the 
acid itself and all its soluble combinations. 
In the treatment of poisoning with the 

Fixed Alkalies, we find two certain 
chemical remedies in acetic acid and oil; 
the latter appears to be preferable, as it 
combines the effect of a mechanical demul- 
cent with its chemical virtue. It is almost 
needless to observe, that a soap is formed 
by the combination. In poisoning by Am- 
monia or its carbonates, acetic acid is prefer- 
able, as the ammoniacal soaps are of a very 
irritating nature. A very important set of 
poisons comes next in order, viz., the Sul- 
pnuRSTS of the Alkalies# These, it will 
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be {ecolletited, long held great reputation as 
antidotes themselves, but it has been of late 
satisfactorily established, that in such small 
doses as three drachms, they are capable of 
inducing fatal symptoms, depending, it is 
probable, on the rapid disengagement of 
sulphuretted hydrogen gas. Dr. Christison 
cites a case, according to the results of 
which it would appear, that the use of the 
chloride of lime or soda will effect a cure by 
decomposing the sulphuretted hydrogen as 
quickly as it is evolved, — the chlorine uniting 
with the hydrogen, and the sulphur being 
set free. 

Notwithstanding the decided proofs that 
recently-prepared sulphurets are themselves 
strong poisons, yet we think there is much 
reason to regret that in the revolutions of 
fashion, they should have nearly been dis- 
carded from the list of our chemical auxili- 
aries in the treatment of metallic poisoning. 
Besides their own poisonous energy, it has 
been alleged, that the insoluble compounds 
which they generate in all deleterious metal- 
lic solutions, are also poisonous themselves. 
The sulphuret of arsenic for example, is in- 
stanced as being an agent nearly as virulent 
as the arsenious acid. 

Now we believe that the outcry against 
the sulphurets is not founded on sufficiently 
comprehensive views of their various rela- 
tions. In the first place, it is evident that 
the quantity of the sulphuret of potash, 
which would prove fatal per se t would pro- 
duce no bad effect if it encountered in the 
alimentary canal a metallic solution, lead, 
bismuth, copper, silver, or tin, for example, 
with each of which it enters into combina- 
tions insoluble in the intestinal fluids. It is 
thus manifest, that if we are called to a case 
in which we are told that half an ounce of the 
acetate of lead has been swallowed, we may 
safely administer the sulphuret of potash 
beyond the dose in which it would by itself 
prove fatal, inasmuch as all the sulphuretted 
hydrogen extricated from it, is instantly 
absorbed by the acetate of lead, and an in- 
soluble sulphuret of that metal produced. 

Secondly, we believe it to be an error to 
suppose, that the metallic sulphurets are ge- 
nerally poisonous themselves. The source 
of ibis mistake is, we believe, to be traced 
to the ascertained fact, that the sulphuret of 
arsenic is beyond all doubt nearly as de- 
structive as the arsenious acid ; but this we 


are inclined to regard as the exception, not 
as the general rule, and it unquestionably de- 
pends on the solvent power which the gas- 
tric fluids are capable of exercising over this 
sulphuret, but which they do not exert in 
any other instance. Thus Orfila has esta- 
blished, that half an ounce of the black sul- 
phuret of mercury has no effect whatever on 
dogs. The red or orange sulphurets of anti- 
mony are also inert, compared with the 
other preparations of this metal. Dr. Dun- 
can of Edinburgh, is every year accustomed 
to prove this fact to his clinical pupils, by 
giving it in scruple doses twice or three 
times a day. We have ourselves given 
twice that quantity without any effect, be- 
yond slight nausea, and it is probable that 
as much brick -dust would have been equally 
energetic. The case of Dr. Duffin, too, is 
fresh in the recollection of the profession ; 
tbis gentleman having accidentally taken a 
poisonous doseof tartar emetic, was. success- 
fully treated by Dr. Duncan with the sul- 
phuret of potash. We had ourselves a pre- 
cisely similar case in one of our own ser- 
vants, who accidentally swallowed a solu- 
tion of forty grains of tartar emetic; no 
vomiting had ensued for fifteen minutes 
when she was first seen ; ten grains of the 
sulphuret of potash were administered every 
quarter of an hour till the sixth dose, when 
she vomited a large quantity of the red sui* 
pburet of antinstg^ and in six hours was 
perfectly well. 

The sulphuret of copper still more deci- 
dedly exemplifies the correctness of oar 
opinions. Orfila gave an ounce of it to a 
dog, without any effect being produced. If 
long kept it becomes oxidated, it is true, 
but it will be remembered, that the sul- 
phuret of potash forms it at once in the 
stomach, where it is effectually beyond the 
reach of oxidation, at least for the short 
time it remains within that viscus. 

The same observations apply with in- 
creased force to tin, zinc, bismuth, silver, 
gold, platinum, and lead. Not one of the 
sulphurets thus formed acts as a poison, 
and though the sulphuret of potash would, 
it is true, produce dangerous symptoms if 
given in large quantities to a person whose 
alimentary canal is free from those metals, 
yet if the metallic solution or compound be 
present, the noxious influence of both is 
counteracted, and a harmless compound 
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results. For these several reasons we do 
not hesitate to recommend the sulphuret of 
potash as an effectual antidote to the pre- 
parations of copper, zino, antimony, tin, 
lead, bismuth, mercury, platinum, and gold. 
It Will be valuable, especially, in the nume- 
rous instances in which we are without any 
information respecting the actual poison 
which has been taken, and in cases where 
a mixture of different metallic poisons has 
been given * (and such an instance of atro- 
cious cunning is on record), it is our most 
comprehensive, if not our only, auxiliary. 
It will seldom or never be necessary to 
* employ more than a drachm or two of 
the sulphuret, which should’ be given in 
divided doses of ten grains in solution, re- 
peated every ten minutes or quarter of an 
hour. The effects produced must be care- 
folly watched, and nothing can justify the 
'practitioner in leaving the patient while the 
antidote is employed. 

We proceed to enumerate the several 
other antidotes which have acquired reputa- 
tion in the treatment of poisoning by metal- 
*lic preparations. 

' Albumen possesses undoubted efficacy in 
; cases of poisoning by corrosive sublimate, 
'which it reduces to the condition of calomel. 
In poisoning with the soluble salts of copper 
*it exerts a somewhat similar but less decided 
action, for while in the former a proto- 
chloride is formed, a compound insoluble in 
the acids of the stomach, in the latter an 
~ oxide is produced, which is readily separated 
by weak acetic or muriatic acid from the 
coagulated albumen with which it is com- 
bined. Albumen is, however, of essential 
service in this, as in many other forms of 
poisoning, by mechanically enveloping the 
noxious substance, and causing it to be more 
readily ejected from the alimentary canal. 
With zinc, tin, bismuth, gold and silver, 
albumen acts in both ways, thus specified, 
and it is especially useful in cases where 
•foe stomach-pump) is applied : it does not 
cause any decomposition of the salts of lead, 
'platinum, or arsenic, or tartar emetic, and is 
consequently less universal in its applies- j 
tions than the sulphuret of potash. 

The Ferrocyanate of Potash is ano- 
ther substance which exerts a very extended 
action over the metallic poisons, and which 
has not received from toxicologists in gene- 
ral the attention it deserves^ For copper in 


all its forms it affords a perfect antidote. It 
likewise decomposes the soluble salts of 
mercury, lead, tin, antimony, silver, and 
gold, causing with them insoluble precipi- 
tates ; but it does not decompose some of 
the more insoluble preparations of these 
metals, which are nevertheless capable of 
acting as destructive poisons. The ferro- 
cyanate of potash has itself no poisonpus 
properties. 

The Alkaline Carbonates once obtained 
general confidence as antiddteff to the me- 
tallic poisons ; they should, however, never 
be resorted to, because all the precipi- 
tates which they occasion in metallic solu- 
tion are soluble in the gastric fluids and 
weak acids, and, moreover, their operation 
does not extend to the insoluble poisons. 
Thus, if we treat . a patient who has taken 
the acetate of lead with the carbonate ef 
soda, carbo nate of lead is thrown down, but 
this, from its free solubility in the gastrie 
fluid and acids, is quite as deleterious as 
the acetate itself. Moreover, the carbonates 
are themselves dangerous poisons. 

Of Vegetable Glvtbn it is sufficient to 
observe that its virtues are similar to, but 
weaker than, those of albumen. 

We have next to consider a few indivi- 
dual metallic poisons which have antidotes 
peculiar to themselves. The soluble salts 
of lead are thus effectually counteracted by 
the phosphate or sulphate of soda, which 
throws down a thoroughly insoluble phos- 
phate or sulphate of lead. These antidotes, 
however, do not operate on the carbonate of 
lead, or the yellow er red oxides ef that 
metal. 

The soluble barytic salts are rendered 
innocent by the sulphates, which throw 
down an insoluble sulphate of baryta. The 
carbonate, however, is not interfered with 
by these reagents. 

Of the antimonial salts, Tartar Emetic 
is said to find an antidote in Bare, and some 
striking cases are recorded of the success of 
this remedy. It is, however, rather incon- 
sistent with the virtues of the bark in this 
respect, that Dr. Duncan and many other 
physicians are in the habit of prescribing 
tartar emetic ln a decoction of bark without 
the antimonial action being at all impaired. 
We would, in every instance, prefer the 
sulphuret of potash. 

Lastly, though many remedies of this 
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kind have been assigned for Arsinic, yet 
none has reoeived the slightest corrobora- 
tion, and we therefore pass by this subject 
without further comment, and proceed to 
the consideration of the few organic poisons 
which are asserted to possess antidotes pe- 
culiar to them selves. 

The first in order of these is the Hydro- 
cyanic or Prussic acid, for which ammonia 
and chlorine have been strenuously recom- 
mended. When we recollect, however, that 
prussic acid is one of these poisons which re- 
tains its destructive power in all its soluble 
combinations, we cannot repose any confi- 
dence on ammonia as a chemical antidote , 
though we consider it of the utmost value 
as a powerful diffusible stimulant, by which 
the narcotism induced by the acid is opposed. 
The second remedy, chlorine, combines 
high chemical and physical powers ; by the 
first it decomposes the prussic acid, and 
prevents it doing further harm, while, by 
its stimulating properties, it contributes to 
obviate the effects the poison has already 
induced. The best mode of using this an- 
tidote is by inhaling the vapour of its solu- 
tion in water sufficiently diluted. The 
chloride of lime in solution may at the same 
time be taken into the stomach. It should not, 
however, be forgotten that insensibility will 
usually have occurred before medical assist- 
ance is obtained ; in this case inhalation is 
isspessible j we oan only inject the solution 
of the chlorine into the stomach. It would 
he eMy, however, to contrive an apparatus 
hy which artificial respiration might be 
carried on, and chlorine mingled with the 
nil introduced. • 

For Opium we possess no antidote of any 
effect. The alkaline carbonates have been 
recommended on the grounds of their pre- 
cipitating morphia from its solutions. They, 
however, leave the narcotine dissolved, and 
the precipitate which they do occasion is 
itself a poison of great energy. 

The lost class of poisona for which we 
have reason to believe an antidote to eaist, 
is thus alluded to by Dr. ChriBtison 

*• Very lately M. DonnS of Paris has 
stated that he has found iodine, bromine, 
and chlorine, to be antidotes for poisoning 
with the alkaloid of nux vomica, as well qs 
fbr the other vegetable alkaloids. Iodine, 

* The best of all remedies is the cold affbsion, 
aqd it should be used along with tl»e antidote just 
described. 


chlorine, and bromine, he says, form with 
the alkaloids compounds which are not dels-* 
terious,— two grains and a half of the iodide, 
bromide, and chloride of strychnia, having 
produced no effect on a dog. Animals 
which bad taken one grain of strychnia, or 
two grains of veratra, did not sustain any 
harm, when tincture of iodine was admin* 
istered immediately afterwards, But the 
delay of ten minutes in the administration 
of the antidote rendered it useless. In the 
compounds formed by these antidotes with 
the alkaloids, the latter are in a state of 
chemical union, and not decomposed. Sul- 
phuric acid separates strychnia, for example* 
from its state of combination with chlorine, 
iodine, or bromine, and forms sulphate of 
stryebnia, with its usual poisonous qualities. 
It remains to be proved that the same ad- 
vantages will be derived from the adminis- 
tration of these antidotes in the instanoe of 
poisoning with the crude drug nux vomica, 
as in poisoning with its alkaloid.’* 

We have now presented our readers with 
a sufficient summary of all that U yet known 
on the chemical treatment of poisoning. 
The mechanical and physiological treatment 
does not fall within the objects of these pu» 
pers. W e may remark, however, that o as e s 
daily occur in which the utility of the sto- 
mach-pump is more and more established, 
and which seem nearly to prove the univer- 
sality of its application. Within the lost 
month we hsve known a case of poisoning 
by oxalio acid cured by its use ; and seven 
instances of arsenical poisoning have boon 
detailed in the public journals, in which life 
was thus preserved. Yet, with the excep- 
tion of the mineral acids, arsenic and oxalic 
acid have hitherto been considered, as poi- 
sons which lay beyond relief by mechanical 
aid. Decidedly the best mode of treatment 
in the great majority of cases will be foend to 
consist in a combination of the mechanical 
and chemical practice, followed subsequent- 
ly by the application of the ordinary prin- 
ciples of therapeutic soienoe. 

Before we conclude, we are sorry to be 
obliged to remark, that the orime of poison- 
ing has of Ute become fearfully prevalent in 
this country. In Woolwich, an attempt has 
lately been made to poison fifteen persons 
at once, but as no death took place, the exami- 
nation was conducted in so slovenly a man- 
ner, that no satisfactory information w&s 
i disolosed concerning the poison employed, 

I and no analysis appears to have been made of 
the vomited matters. In Lancashire, • a cou- 
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▼ictkm has just taken place for the murder 
of a child by sulphuric acid. Of the Put- 
ney case, as it is still under investigation, 
we shall say nothing. Several other in- 
stances have recently occurred. Amongst 
others, it is whispered that an atrocious at- 
tempt has, within the last month, been made 
to poison a whole family in Judd Street in 
this, city. This affair ought to have been 
at once thoroughly sifted'; but in this 
country, uuless death take place, there is no 
regular mode of investigation ; and it is 
with pain we declare, that the imperfect 
state of the laws relating to medical police, 
combined with the disreputable ignorance 
on medico-legal chemistry in the profession 
itself, almost offer immunity to the poisoner 
in the pursuit of his cowardly designs. 

' The immediate causes of this danger to 
the public health are twofold. 1st. The 
appalling facility with which the most ener- 
getic poisons can be procured ; and, Sndly, 
•the deplorable state of medical law and 
snedifcal police, wbich permit life to be tri- 
fled with, and destroyed, in a manner as 
scandalous to the legislature as it is dan- 
gerous to the public. 

We shall perhaps return to this topic on 
another occasion, and now quit the conside- 
ration of Dr. Christison's Treatise with sin- 
cere respect for the great talents of its 
eminent author, and gratitude for the in- 
formation we have derived from his mas- 
terly publication. 


8T. THOMAS *8 HOSPITAL. 
CLINICAL LECTURE 

DELIVERED BY 

Db. elliotson, 

Feb. 2 8,1831. 

DISEASED HEART. 

I have here, Gentlemen, a heart, taken 
not from a patient of my own, but from a 
patient of one of my colleagues, which illus- 
trates a very interesting point in ausculta- 
lion. I did not see the individual to whom 
this heart belonged during life, but I have 
been told that there was a bellows- sound 
beard after the pulse ; that there was a 
strong impulse of the left ventricle of the 
heart, on the left side at the moment of 


the pulse ; that after that a bellows-sound 
was heard, and then, a pause took place. 
Nowit is supposed by Laennec, that, when 
there is a constriction of one of the auri- 
culo- ventricular openings, a bellows-sound 
is heard after the pulse ; — that if the blood 
finds a difficulty in getting into the ventricle 
when the auricle contracts, it then issnes 
into the ventricle with a bellows-sound. 
There can be no doubt, however, that a 
bellows-sound can be beard after the pulse — 
after the contraction of the ventricles, from 
another cause, and that is from the blood 
regurgitating into the ventricle again, from 
the pulmonary artery or aorta. You know 
that nature baa prevented all regurgita- 
tion through the pulmonary artery, and 
through the aorta, by three semilunar valves, 
which, with the assistance of the corpora 
aurantii, completely #lose the opening. 
If however these valves are torn or become 
imperfect, if any part of the opening is left 
unclosed, a part of the blood will rush back 
into the ventricle ; and it is to be presumed, 
that, if a portion does go back into the ven- 
tricle in this way through a small opening, 
it will go back with a bellows-sound. These 
changes would occasion no bellows-sound at 
the moment of the heart’s stroke, or at the 
moment of the pulse, when the blood was 
rushing from the ventricle; but at the mo- 
ment when the ventricle dilates, after its 
contraction, after the stroke, after the pulse : 
that is to say, the moment the auricles are 
snpposed to contract to fill the ventricles, 
at that same moment would the blood rush 
back into the ventricles from the aorta or 
the pulmonary artery, and therefore yon 
would hear from this cause a bellows-sound. 
I should therefore expect to find, if any of 
the three valves were imperfect — if corru- 
gated, inverted, retroverted, or if torn, that 
you would hear a bellows-sound as soon as 
the ventricle began to dilate — that is to say, 
at the moment the auricles are supposed to 
contract for the purpose of filling the ven- 
tricles, at the same moment would the 
blood rush back through the opening from 
the pulmonary artery or aorta, and you 
would hear the bellows-sound. Now look at 
these three valves which I show you— 
here is the left ventricle and here the 
aorta. The aorta is more or less diseased. 
You see white specks uponit. What I now 
direct your attention to is whst may be 
called an embryo aneurism. This would in 
time have become a large aneurism. Here 
is the commencement of the coronary artery. 
Here is a portion of the aorta so diseased, 
that a little pouch is beginning to be 
formed ; and here yon see what, on u 
large scale, would be an aneurism. Now 
the disease of the internal membrane of the 
heart and aorta close to this and below 
it— that is to say, in the situttioo of the 
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▼alvea, has been so considerable, -that the 
central valve has uut only become very 
much thickened, but it has become short- 
ened, so as not to correspond with the 
others, and fill up the- opening ; it is only 
about half the depth it ought to be, and 
that alone would have allowed a portion of 
the blood to pass back into the ventricle. 
But there is more to be observed than that, 
for a part of it is torn away, and one fila- 
ment only remains, binding the lacerated 
portion to the side of the adjoining valve, 
so that through such an opening as this the 
blood would have rushed back into the ven- 
tricle at its dilatation. It is an exceedingly 
interesting, and a very curious specimen. 

(You observe also tbe process beginning 
which nature adopts to strengthen the parts, 
and to prevent as much as possible the 
effects of rapture of an aneurism — little 
adhesions forming of all the parts without. 
This is an amazingly beautiful and delicate 
illustration of the first days of aneurism.) 

That circumstance gives rise to a bellows- 
sound after the pulse ; and I have no doubt 
wbetever, that very frequently the bellows- 
sound after the pulse arises, from the aortic 
valves not being sufficiently perfect to 
close the opening when the ventricle con* 
tracts, and to prevent the regurgitation oft 
the blood. This is a circumstance which, 
as far as I have been able to examine 
Laennec's book (and I have done it very 
carefully), was unknown to him ; and the 
first knowledge 1 had of it was from Dr. 
James Johnson, the writer of the Medical 
and Chirurgical Review. He told me that 
he bad beard a bellows-sound from the re- 
Juxof the blood into the ventricle, and that 
I should be sure to find it mentioned in 
authors, either in Laenneo or Bertin. I find 
only one notice of it, and that is in Bertin ; 
but he evidently does not understand the 
point, for be says that the bellows-sound 
took place at tbe time of the contraction — 
now it is clear that it must be at the oppo- 
site time, namely, when the ventricle be- 
comes dilated. You will find this fully 
stated in my book on the Diseases of the 
Heart, at pages SO and SI, therefore I shall 
-not occupy your time with it. 

DISEASED BLADDEB. 

I have here a very interesting specimen 
taken from a patient not of my own but of 
another person, of a diseased bladder. The 
individual from whom this bladder was 
taken had laboured under cystirrhoea, or 
discharge of mucus from tbe bladder, for a 
great number of years. He discharged such 
a quantity of mucus that it might be col- 
lected at tbe bottom of the pot, and drawn 
out into strings of great length. He went 
on in this way for a great number of years. 
Various remedies were used, but their effect 


was all frustrated I believe, from his not 
taking care of himself— taking considerable 
exercise. Any remedy that was at all irri- 
tating did him a great deal of harm. Mild 
means only were suited to him ; and I am 
not sure that they ever did him any good— 
at any rate they did him no harm ; but 
whenever any-thing irritating was taken by 
him, great harm was produced. The con- 
sequence of all this was, and from his not 
taking care of himself, that that which was 
at first only excessive secretion, became 
excessive irritation of the bladder, and at 
last absolute inflammation. Her^ is the 
bladder [exhibiting it], amazingly thicken- 
ed, its cavity greatly reduced, and the coats 
in a high state of hypertrophy. The mus- 
cular fibres have been greatly increased. 
So that the interior resembles the interior 
of the heart. There is such hypertrophy of 
the two muscles described by Mr. C. Bell, 
as running down from the openings of the 
ureters, and inserted into tbe prostate, and 
of the mucous membrane covering them< — 
of the trigone vesicate, that a triangular fold 
exists with a pouch or cavity behind it. 
The stones which you see here have nothing 
to do with it ; they came from the gall- 
bladder. This person had 300 or 400 stones 
in the gall-bladder, but never experienced 
any inconvenience from them. This man 
had no stone in the bladder — no stricture of 
the urethra — no difficulty in passing bis 
water. 

The symptomt at last were, extreme pain 
— great agony indeed ; a constant desire to 
make water, and the discharge of blood as 
well as of mucus, which at last rather bore 
the form of pus. The agony I understand 
at last was dreadful. From chronic exces- 
sive secretion, there came ou chronic in- 
flammation of the substance of the bladder, 
and at last tbe chronic inflammation becfcme 
at different times acute. Nothing is more 
common than for acute inflammation to su- 
ervene upon chronic. The mucous mem- 
rane is very red. The pain, the blood, 
the puriform discharge, tbe emaciation, 
might have caused suspicion of ulceration, 
but none existed, and mere chronic inflam- 
mation of any of the mucous membranes 
will cause these to a degree ; 1 do not be- 
lieve it possible from such symptoms ever 
to declare with certainty, that any mucous 
membrane is ulcerated. 

ULCER OP THE PHARYNX. 

In regard, Gentlemen, to the patients who 
have been presented, there was one who 
went out not well, but unable to remain 
longer in the house— a woman who had an 
ulcer of the pharynx. I am not aware that 
it was syphilitic. She had been married 
several years, and had no other symptoms 
whatever about her, but an ulcer of the 
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pharynx to he seen quite at the back on 
opening the mouth. She eaid she had had 
the complaint at different times for two 
years and four months, that she had been 
married eight years, and that she had never 
had any-thing like syphilis. The tonsils 
were affected as well as the pharynx. 

In this kind of ulceration, I believe one of 
-the very best lotions is verdigris — the aerugo 
as it is called— the subaoetate of copper 
made into a gargle with honey, aud properly 
■diluted. This, I believe, cleanses those 
parts better than any.thing else, aud is an 
excellent application to foul ulcers on differ* 
oat parts of the body. 

In a oase of this kind it was necessary 
to support the system well, therefore the 
woman had not only the house diet but a 
good allowance of porter. She likewise 
took Peruvian bark. The appearance of 
the ulcer was much improved at last, though 
the parts were not well, but her family con* 
cerns compelled her to go out of tb6 hos- 
pital. 

VBVER. 

Among the men there was presented a 
-ease of fever which presented nothing at all 
peculiar, and which arose as all or nearly as 
all the casee that I see arise, from change of 
temperature, -T-from heat to cold. It is 
very rare indeed to see any fevers here 
which are connected with contagion ; and 
certainly you have never seen a single case 
■ throughout the whole of the winter of fever 
where the fever has spread to any other in- 
dividual in the hospital. 

The symptoms were, headach, pain and 
tenderness of the epigastrium — the two 
•parts most commonly affected. The tongue 
-was red at its edges, white and yellowish 
on the back. He had diarrhoea. 

He was treated by local bleeding and the 
•exhibition of meroury till his mouth was 
affected. He had three grains of calomel 
^very four hours ■; he was put upon slops ; 
had twenty leeches applied to the epigas- 
. trium ; and aa the diarrhoea continued, the 
hydrargyrum cum creta was substituted for 
the calomel, and the leeches applied twice 
wgain. Under this treatment be got well. 

PERITONITIS. 

There was likewise a patient who oame 
in with peritonitis. He had had the disease 
more or less for seven days. It came on sud- 
denly after very herd work. Probably he had 
keen sweating and exposed to cold. The 
whole of the abdomeq was tender — every part 
of it, and he had had np stool for three days. 
This would have led me to think it was en- 
teritis alone, but that the tenderness extend* 
ed to every part of thejabdoroen. I presumed 
therefore, that there must be inflammation 
of the peritoneum, and likewise of the in- 


testines. He was hied to fainting, and forty 
leeohes were applied without delay to the 
abdomen. I gave him a scruple of calomel 
and then half an ounce of castor oil e*ery 
two or three hours. When he had taken 
two or three doses of the oil, his bowels 
not having been moved, it was judged right 
to give him another seruple of the calomel, 
and, in the evening, a glyster. After he 
had taken all this his bowels were opened 
by the evening. Sixteen leeches were again 
applied also in the evening, and the next 
day he was considerably better. In two or 
three days more, some little tenderness 
existing of the abdomen, twenty more 
leeches were applied ; he had another dose 
of calomel, some more oil, his mouth grew 
sore, and he then got quite well. Yon 
may judge of the rapidity of the cure from 
this, that, though the complaint was exceed- 
ingly severe, having come in on the 7th of 
the month, he went out on the 84th, not- 
withstanding all these evacuations and ths 
free exhibition of mercury. 

SYPHILITIC LICHEN AND LEPRA • * 

In the same ward was presented a man 
with a cutaneous disease which 1 believe 
was syphilitic, and the case was very ia» 
teresting, for he had had the complaint 
two years. He was a married man, and 
there were on different parts of the fooe, 
particularly on the forehead, large patches, 
rather of a dingy red, paler tqwards the 
centre, and of a deeper colour at thecir- 
cumference, so aa to look almost like ring- 
worm. I found that his head ached very 
much, that he was drowsy and giddy, and I 
had him bled to sixteen ounces and purged. 

On further inquiry next day, though he 
had Ho pain in his limbs, I began to sus- 
pect that there most be something syphilitic 
about it. I observed a little scurfiaess upon 
the patches, making it look like lichen ; and 
in one or two parts at the back ef the neck I 
observed something like scales. It appeas- 
ed to bo like lichen or a very slight osse of 
lepra, and lichen and lepra are the moat 
common forms of syphilitie eruptions. I 
found he had had syphilis two or three 
years ago, and. that be had not taken safi- 
cient means, I conceive, to get rid of it; I 
then concluded that it was syphilitic, and 
determined, in addition to the antiphlogistic 
treatment, to put him on a course of mer- 
cury.. The blood waa always huffed, I should 
have said. He was admitted on the 4th of 
January, and was then bled. I found it 
necessary to bleed him again on the ?th to a 
pint, and as the blue?pill which he wan 
taking in ten-grain doses torioe a day, did 
not affect his mouth in a day or two, I in- 
creased the dose to a scruple. On the 11th 
he was bled again to twenty ounces ; on the 
2 1st he waa bled again to twenty ounces j 
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mi the mouth and bowels remaining un- 
affected, 1 increased the dose of the blue -pill 
to half a drachm ; on the 28th I increased it 
again (the mouth and bowels being still the 
same) to thirty-five grains twice a day ; and 
from the same circumstance on the 51st I 
increased it to thirty-fire grains three times 
a day. There is no rule for the administra- 
tion of this medicine. You will find that 
some persons will hare sore mouths very 
soon from taking five grains twioe a day, 
while in others it will take the large doses 
that I hare just mentioned, and it would 
have been as absurd to have continued to 
give this man only fire grains twioe a day, 
as it would have been to hare given him 
thirty-five grains three times a day, at first, 
without knowing his insusceptibility. His 
mouth now became tender, but not particu- 
Jarly so \ so slightly tender that I did not 
omit the blue pill altogether, but reduced it 
to ten grains twice a day. On the 8th of 
February, and the 11th, his mouth was still 
a little tender, and 1 reduced it to five grains 
twioe a day, wishing still to keep up the 
effect on the mouth. After all this the man 
became i perfectly well. I kept him here 
till the twenty -fourth of February, and he 
Went, away quite free from headaoh and 
from eruptions. 

1 presume this was a case of syphilitic 
lichen and lepra, but attended with conges- 
tion and inflammation about the head. 
The blood J took away was every time 
buffed and cupped. I should mention that 
extreme itching attended this oomplaint; 
that as soon as he was bled, that itching 
went away, but gradually returned again, 
and was removed again by the bleeding ; so 
that at last he had no itching nor headach, 
nor any other symptom. The oase was one 
of interest, on account of the difficulty of 
making out its syphilids nature ; but consi- 
dering the circumstances — considering that 
he had had primary symptoms before, and 
that the patches were of a dingy coIouf, 
somewhat resembling ^lichen or lepra, lieb- 
enou? lepra, or leprous lichen, which yon 
please, something between the two ; con- 
sidering these circumstances ull together, 1 
conceived that anti-venereal treatment was 
that which would be proper, and in the re- 
sult it turned out to be so. But the head- 
nch and drowsiaeas on tbe one hand, and 
the beat and itching of tbe skin on the 
other, made me conceive that antiphlogistic 
treatment would be proper, in addition to 
‘mere mercutv. 


INFLAMMATORY HEADACH FOLLOWING A 
BLOW. ULCERS ON THB LEGS, AND EF- 

FICACY OF LIQUOR POTASS.®. 

There was a case of headach presented in 
Jacob’s Ward, which was just like the last 
case, as far as it was inflammatory ; but it 


had prooeeded from • very different teaser 
from a blow. Michael Murphy was admit? 
ted for pain of the head, produced by a rap 
with a shillaleb. He had been at play with 
some of his gentle countrymen, and got a 
Blight thump, just sufficient to cause a con- 
stant pain of the head, and make it hot and 
throbbing. He was very drowsy, and had 
considerable pain on the left temple, where 
the rap had been given. The character of 
the pain showed that it was entirely infiam? 
matory, being attended with heat, throbbing, 
and drowsiness ; being of a 6harp character, 
and not extending, like rheumatic pains of 
the scalp, down the face. The cause also 
proved sufficiently that it was of an inflam- 
matory nature. 

Tbe treatment was simple enough, but 
required to be energetic. I bled him to 
twenty ounces, put him immediately on low 
diet, and physicked him with salts and senna 
every day. On the 7th of Jan. he was bled 
again ; on the 11th he was bled again till he 
fainted, but without very much relief. On 
finding the bleeding was not relieving him 
very much, I gave him five grains of calo? 
mel night and morning. In two or three 
days his mouth became tender, and I gave 
him the calomel in five-grain doses every 
night only. On the 18th it was omitted 
altogether, as the mouth had become very 
tender. He was now a great deal better—* 
indeed free from complaint. On the 25th, 
however, 1 found still some fulness of the 
head, and as he was a very strong lusty 
fellow, and only 26 years of age, I took 
away one more pint of blood from him, and 
that proved quite sufficient, and he ever 
after seemed perfectly well. He then thought 
he might as well inform me that he had lor 
many months had sores upon his legs. I 
found that these sores were dark-coloured 
blotches, in considerable numbers, upon his 
legs, and that some of these were disoblige 
ing matter, and covered by hlack crusts. To 
soften the musts, poultices were applied, 
and when they came off, they left very pale 
unhealthy-looking ulcers, aah*caloured, end 
foul, about tbe size of a silver penny-mahout 
a dozen on eaeh leg. 

I believe this is a state in which many 
persons give sarsaparilla, and I ought to 
suppose often with very good effect. But 
it is very well known, that while surgeons 
have great faith in sarsaparilla, physicians 
have very little faith ; this is a strange ano? 
maly. Surgeons laugh. at dootors and phy* 
sic, except when they are ill, and, in return, 
are laughed at by doctors for their extraordi- 
nary faith in sarsaparilla. I myself am an* 
tisfied of ibis, that sarsaparilla is used both 
by physicians and surgeons in a great num- 
ber of cases where it does no good, and 
where it is not calculated to do any good. 
At the same time I am not prepared to say 
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sarsaparilla Las no virtue at all— it would 
be presumptuous in me to say so after all 
that has been stated by various individuals 
in favour of it. I .only know, that in organic 
diseases many very eminent physicians have 
habitually prescribed large quantities of it 
without doing the least good, and not only 
without its doing any good, but from op- 
pressing tbe stomach, and taking away the 
appetite, doing actual harm. I could men- 
tion man) old-established men, and highly 
skilful practitioners, who are in the habit 
of prescribing sarsaparilla in almost every 
ebronic complaint ; however, as surgeons 
who have greater experience than myself in 
tbe treatment of ulcers of this kind, are 
generally satisfied that it possesses very 
considerable power; therefore it would 
very ill become me, having had much less 
experience in that department than they, to 
deny its utility ; but I must say, that I have 
too often used it in such cases, without be- 
ing able to find any benefit from it. In one 
or two cases it seemed unquestionably to do 
good, and then in eight or ten it did harm, 
and all ray doubts were renewed. 

I have frequently given patients, in the 
condition supposed fit for sarsaparilla, de- 
coctions of bark, or bitters, and found the 
same benefit; and frequently when they 
have appeared to be deriving benefit from 
sarsaparilla, I have left it off suddenly, 
and tbe patients have gone on just as 
well 'afterwards as before ; therefore I do 
doubt, having made a great many experi- 
ments of this kind, its having such great 
power as it has been said to have. I should 
be sorry to say it has no power at all ; I can 
only say , that I am satisfied it is not so ge- 
nerally useful as many imagine, and that 
the regular living, and diet, and tbe warmth 
of confinement to the wards, frequently 
effect what it has tbe credit of doing. Many 
give it with blue pill or Plummer’s pill ; but 
surely no inference can be drawn, when so 
powerful a remedial agent as mercury is 
simultaneously exhibited. 

I recollect attending a gentleman who had 
bad different internal complaints, and at last 
ulcers such as appeared on this man, came 
on the bead, neok, and joints, and were ex- 
ceedingly troublesome ; I got him much bet- 
ter by putting bis general health in order, 
but the ulcers proved obstinate. I tried a 
variety of ways, and having no extraor- 
dinary faith in sarsaparilla, determined it 
should be the last. After some time ne 
wished for a consultation, and I of course 
threw no difficulty in tbe way. The moment 
a patient or his friends propose such a thing, 
it is expedient and politic to assent ; and 
at the same time, when a case is obstinate, 
it is pleasant to one’s self to consult with 
others. A very eminent surgeon and ex- 
cellent mail was called in, and he said this 


was a case in which he should give sar- 
saparilla. I very willingly consented, as 
my list had been pretty well got through, 
and as I had intended resorting to sarsapa- 
rilla as a last resource, had he not been 
called in. It was given with the liquor 
potass®, 20 drops three times a day. In 
two days the ulcers began to heal. In a 
week they were perfectly well, and the 
gentleman has been well ever since. Since 
then, 1 took up sarsaparilla again, but griev- 
ous and numerous have been my disappoint- 
ments. However, I cannot think this was 
clear proof that the cure was attributable 
to the sarsaparilla, because it was given with 
the liquor potass®. I know the liquor pot- 
ass® has a great effect in similar cases ; and 
I am determined to ascertain what is the 
comparative effect of liquor potass® alone, 
of sarsaparilla alone. It is worth knowing, 
and that John Hunter accidentally learnt that 
liquor potass® is the best remedy in cases 
of boils. You will find in Sir Gilbert Blane’s 
Select Dissertations, that he was told by 
John Hunter he had been in tbe habit of 
trying every-thing in boils, and never did 
any good. That has been my case; and 
I have been in the habit of saying, Yon 
can do nothing bat poultice, and then wait 
till yon have another crop [laughter), and 
poultice again. Sir Gilbert Blane says, that 
John Hunter was giving a person this medi- 
cine for a nephritic complaint, who also had 
boils, and that the boils and the disposition 
to them were completely cured; and that he 
always succeeded in such cases afterwards 
with this remedy. 

I have had no great opportunity myself of 
trying this. I recommended it to a friend 
of mine, and he took it for three weeks. He 
had been tormented by boils at Intervals for 
a long time, and has had none since. Three 
weeks is a short time, and I do not know, 
therefore, whether he may be considered 
entirely cured. However, I gave the pre- 
sent man the liquor potass® without the 
I sarsaparilla, and he got well rapidly. It is 
right, however, to say, that he had the red 
precipitate applied to the parts, and I can- 
not, consequently, say that the liquor pot- 
ass® effected his cure. However, he got 
well with the liquor potass® for his internal 
medicine, just as rapidly as he could have 
done with tbe sarsaparilla ; and liquor pot- 
ass® is rather the cheaper of the two. 1 hope 
you will try it, not only in cases of boils, 
present and likely to come, but of sores that 
occur in that unhealthy state which has 
been sometimes called pseudo-syphilitic. 


; EPIJ.EPSV. 

Two cases were presented of epilepsy, 
both of which had done exceedingly well. 
The one was the case of a boy — I beg his 
pardon for calling him a boy— he was 24 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



EPILEPSY AND HYPOCHONDRIASIS, 


845 


years of age, bo 4 gentlemen of that age are 
sometimes, I believe, still called boys 
( laughter ) ; it is in print that yon are all 
boys. He had been ill three weeks ; he 
had a constant throbbing of the temples, of 
the forehead, and at the vertex; he had 
tightness of the forehead as if it was bound 
round by a hoop, and a sensation of weight 
upon it ; constant vertigo, and some little 
dimness of sight; his sleep was disturbed 
by frightful dreams ; his hands and feet felt 
benumbed and tingling, as if they were 
asleep. Besides all these symptoms, which 
were constant, he had fits of epilepsy. He 
was in the hospital some six years ago with 
similar symptoms of disease about the head, ' 
and was troubled then with faintings ; now 
be had regular fits of epilepsy. I mentioned 
before, in speaking of epilepsy, that the 
mildest degree of it very much resembles 
fainting, and is mistaken sometimes for it. 
This was decidedly a case, however, of 
inflammatory epilepsy, and to be remedied 
only by rigid antiphlogistic means. He was 
brought in, I think, on the 23d of Decem- 
ber ; he was cupped on the occiput to a 
pint, put on spare diet, and took ten grains 
of blue pill three times a day ; he was bled 
on the 20th to a pint ; on the 4th of January 
twenty leeches were applied to the temples, 
and continued every other day, with cold 
washes ; and on the 12th of January, the 
leeches were applied to the number of 
twenty every dav, to the end of the month. 
At the 1st of February, they were applied 
every other day ; the patient bad no more 
fits ; indeed be had not one after he came 
into the hospital^ and all the painB and other 
symptoms in the head had diminished, so as 
to be almost reduced to nothing, and there 
was no occasion to keep him any longer in 
the house. Of course he took aperient me- 
dicine* every day, or every other day, as was 
necessary. This was one of those numerous 
cases of epilepsy entirely inflammatory, and 
to be subdned only by the adoption of anti- 
inflammatory means. 

■ 

EFILIP8Y AND HYPOCHONDRIASIS. 

There was a patient likewise presented 
from the same ward of whose case I formerly 
epoke ; it was the instance of the union of 
epilepsy and hypochondriasis. The patient 
eras the lad who, in addition to having epi- 
leptic fits, was troubled with extreme appre- 
hensions about the state of his health, and 
bad been addicted to masturbation. I found 
in him fulness in the head, exactly as in the 
case to which I have already alluded, but 
with that he complained of extreme debility ; 
common antiphlogistic treatment was adopt- 
ed, just as in the last case. But after the 
epilepsy appeared to have been entirely sub- 
dued, he frightened the sister of the ward 
dreadfully, by complaining that he was going 


to die, and that he could not walk. Every 
time I visited him he had always some 
terrible complaint, and he walked just like 
an old mau, tottering as he went; but find- 
ing there was a sufficient pulse, and recol- 
lecting that his head had been in a full in- 
flammatory state; I persevered with bleed- 
ing and cupping, and under copious deple- 
tion from time to time, and low diet, I got 
rid, in a very great degree, of his appre- 
hension, and m a measure removed his tot- 
tering walk. When he came in he was bled 
to twenty ounces, which was upon the 11th 
of November. On the 11th, and on the 
13th of December, he was cupped on the 
occiput to twenty ounces. On the 18lh, he 
was cupped on the left side to ten ounces ; 
on the 26th, he was capped to sixteen ounces 
in the occiput ; on the 28tb, he was cupped 
to sixteen ounces in the occiput ; and on the 
25th of January he was oupped again in the 
occiput to a pint ; on the 1 1th of February, 
cupped to a pint ; and on the 18th, cupped 
to twelve ounces. Under all this he got 
better and better ; bis spirits became roused, 
till at last, I believe, they prevailed upon 
him to sing a song, and now and then occa- 
sionally to laugh, and a lively Frenchman 
in the ward once nearly got him to dance ; 
but these were great efforts ; at one time he 
did not conceive it possible to get out of 
bed. When I saw him last he still had some 
complaints to make ; he had no pain ; but 
what he spat up when he chanced to cough, he 
thought was of a very bad colour. ( Laugh - 
ter.) I believe he coughed either two or 
three times in the course of the day, and 
the little phlegm he spat up he considered 
to be of a very alarming character. (Laugh* 
ter.) As it had come to that, I thought it 
was unnecessary to keep him any longer ; 
I did not think it right that a bed should be 
kept filled by him. He was able to walk 
up and down stairs, though drawing his 
legs a little, as if he were afraid of tumbling 
and breaking to pieces. 

I may mention, that while I carried on 
depletion, I thought there was no impro- 
priety in endeavouring to strengthen the 
patient by giving him iron, because though 
his pulse was full, the muscles were flabby, 
and he was pale. 

He took tne sulphate of iron, fire grains 
at first every eight hours ; then ten grains,, 
fifteen grains, eighteen grains, and at last 
twenty grains, three times a day, his bowels 
being regular. He was taking this at the 
time he went out of the hospital, and was 
then very considerably improved. 

There was one circumstance in this lad 
worthy of attention, but upon which I shall 
not dwell, as I shall have occasion to speak 
of it again, in a future clinical lecture upon 
the case of a woman. In him there was 
an extraordinary development of what phre- 
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nologiats call the organ df cireUmspeetidD, 
caution, Of fear ; that is, the corresponding 
part of theskull was ofa most inordinate si*e; 
not only much larger than any other part 
of the skull, but of a far greater dispropor- 
tion than I ever Saw it before in any other 
individual) What I state is no exaggera- 
tion, for moat gentlemen in going round 
with tne felt it> and found* what really you 
will not often see, an absolute bump ; while 
what phrenologists call the organ of com* 
bativenesa, courage, was unusually small. 
HiS natural disposition* I have no dOubt, is 
exceedingly timid) 

The cases winch Were admitted last Thurs- 
day among tile women ware three ; a case 
Of erysipelas in the last stage, and a case of 
bronchitis, likewise in the last stage) It has 
been With great difficulty that both patients 
are still pfefierred alive. Among the men 
a ease of ague, a case of rheumatism, a case 
of enlarged spleen, indurated peritoneum 
and dropsy ; a case of ascarides, and a case 
of Chorea or Sh Vitos’ dance. 
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nnpoitT or tnn * nooxsoixos Of the 

PUBLIC MEETING OF MEMBERS OF 
THE MEDICAL PROFESSION, 

■ ELD Ilf THE OBBAT BOOM AT THE 

Crown and Anchor Tavern, 

LONDON, 

On Wednesday , March the 16/A, 1831* 

JOSEPH HUME, Esq*, MJP,, 

In the eft ai a* 

Tun meeting having been advertised for 
half past sin, and the chair to be taken at 
seven precisely, an immense number of 
gentlemen had Collected by that hour $ but 
Mr. Hume having been detained by his par- 
liamentary duties, that honourable gentle- 
man bad it not in: his power to attend until 
nearly half past seven, at which time he 
entered the room, accompanied by the gen* 
tlemen of the provisional committee, amidst 
the loudest acclamations. Mr. Hume was 
immediately voted into the chair ; and oh 
entering upon the duties of >liis office Was 
again greeted with the hearty cheers of the 
whole assembly. At this time there Were 
present upwaids of one thousand gentle- 
men, oad the number. greatly increased be* 
fore the Oanoluaion of the proceedings. 


The Ch aieman* I attend here, Gentle- 
men, at the request ef your Committee, 
with the full hope that the proceedings of 
this evening may lead to the objects which 
you have so anxiously at heart. I need not 
state, that having been bred to the profes- 
sion, being myself a member both of the 
London and the Edinburgh Colleges of Sur- 
geons, and having for many years practised 
medicine, I cannot be indifferent to the 
honour and brilliant prospects which I think 
open to you at tbe present time. (Cheers.) 

I am well aware of the complaints that have 
existed for a long period against the Royal 
College of Surgeons in London, and the 
charge of monopoly Which has for many 
years very generally existed, I fear with too 
muGli justice, against them ; hut as I have 
had so Very little time to make myself ac- 
quainted with tbe purport of the resolu- 
tions, I have to request, that as yQu have 
been pleased to place me here, you will also 
enable me to support the' authority of the. 
ohair, and. sesond my endeavours to obtain 
for every gentleman who may address you 
a full and fair hearing. The Committee, I 
understand, have prepared resolutions to b» 
submitted to you, — .resolutions Which I have, 
no doubt are well adapted to carry into ex- 
ecution tbe objects of the meeting, and I 
trust we shall be permitted to proceed in 
the courso prepared by them, and that yon 
will assist me in preventing any extraneoun 
subjects from being introduced uotil the 
Committee have submitted , to the meeting 
what they have prepared for your attention*. 
( LoudvheerSi) I might express an opinion 
on the subject on which we are now met,— 
an opinion matured, perhaps, by the obser- 
vations of many years, but I think it would 
bs better for me, situated as 1 am, to re- 
frain from stating it at the present moment, 
and wait to bear the opinions of the vaiioua 
speakers who will address you ; and if after- 
wards I am called upon to offer an opinion, 
1 am sure 1 shall give a candid and honest 
one as to the course that ought to be pur- 
sued. ( Hear , hear.) .One thing only I 
would' say, and it is this* that 1 think we 
hate now * government which is disposed 
to attend to complaints of abuses in your 
profession, (Laud cheers.) 1 think, there- 
fore, that we should be prepared, to present 
to them the whole Of your grievances. I 
am satisfied that they would afford every 
assistance in their power to promote the 
important objects of the medical profession* 
I shall now be happy to bear tbe Gentle- 
men who are to bring forward the resolu- 
tions. 

Mr* W* S. Bowen* Mr. Chairman and 
Gen tlefoen 5 perhaps it may he necessary for 
me to make some apology to you for intre^ 
duoieg mjrself so early upon the notice of 
the meeting ; i&tkuft Coming forward 1 bar# 
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in view only the advantage and honour of 
the profession to which I belong, an honour 
which, however, I am sorry to say, I con- 
sider materially neutralised by my attach* 
ment to the London College of Surgeons, a 
connexion with which institution 1 cannot 
but consider to be rather a disgrace than 
otherwise to a member of the medical pro* 
fession ; in this feeling I am sorry there 
should be occasion for so many to join me. 
Without further detaining you, I shall pro- 
pose the following resolution, with the 
fullest expectation that it will meet with 
your approval, and be immediately se- 
conded r — 

“ That in consequence Of the defective, 
unjust, and dangerous state of the laws re- 
lating to medical science, it is absolutely 
essential to the security of the public health, 
that measures be forthwith commenced to 
obtain from the legislature an improved 
constitution for the government of the medi- 
cal profession .” 

Mr. War lbt came forward amidst War- 
ing of hats and the loudest cheers. When 
silence was obtained, he spoke as follows ■ 
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, — Having 
been requested by the Committee to second 
this resolution, I stand forward for the .pur- 
pose of complying with their request. I 
must, however, in doing so, express my 
deep regret to you, that they have not been 
enabled to find a gentleman (one whom they 
might easily have found) more competent 
to have executed this duty. {Cries of 
No, no, no, it is impossible.) But 1 shall, 
as on all previous occasions, attempt my 
best, and if I fall I know you will take the 
will for the deed. {Cheers.) Gentlemen, 
this resolution goes to state that the laws 
relating to the medical profession are in a 
defective condition, and the rational infer- 
ence is, that both the profession and the 
public at large must materially suffer in con- 
sequence of that condition. Gentlemen, it is 
not necessary for me to explain to you, as 
medical men, the utility, the vast, the para- 
mount utility, of medical science. It ia not 
necessary that I should explain to you the 
manner in which the study of that seience 
©Marges and invigorates the mind of the me- 
dical Btudent and medical practitioner, and 
the manner in which it ultimately leads to 
the amelioration of all those sufferings 
which are incident to human nature. 
{Cheers ) In the earliest ages, medical 
science was duly appreciated. You know 
that when Hippocrates lived, even in those 
days the advocates and professors of medi- 
cal science were deemed worthy of deifica- 
tion — were objects of reverence and wor- 
ship; and instead of dwelling, therefore, on 
the early history of the selence, I will more 
particularly advert to* those laws trader 
which the members of the medical profes- 


sion now exercise their function, and under 
which both the medical profession and the 
public so severely suffer. With this view of 
the subject I will enter on a full explanation 
of the laws which relate to riiecticine, in 
order to prove to yon the absolute necessity 
for establishing not Only a neiV college of 
medicine , but a totally dew medical coruti • 
lution {hear, hear) ; for the requited refer* 
motion, if obtained, will leave no particle 
of the existing medical constitution to in*’ 
flict further mischief Upon the public, or to 
visit further degradation upon the profession* 
( Hear , hear, and much cheering.) We have, 
first then, in London, a College of Phy- 
sicians. {Laughter.) 1 am not here for 
the purpose of making an attack upon the 
physicians of this metropolis, but 1 attend 
partly for the purpose ef explaining to you 
the defective laws under which the pbysi- 
oians themselves exercise their functions, 
and to lament— sincerely to lament, in 
common with yon, that a class af gentlemen 
so learned, and calculated to prove of such’ 
utility to society, should not have better 
laws for their protection — more rational 
statutes for their security. {Hear, hear.) 
The •' charier” of the College of Physi- 
cians, Gentlemen, was granted to that in* 
stitution — you will scarcely believe it when 
I tell you the fact— in the reign of Henry 
the Eighth. From that period to the present, 
it has undergone not the slightest modifica- 
tions principle. {Hear, hear.) And I would 
ask you whether it be consistent with the pre- 
sent vastly improved state of knowledge, whe- 
ther it be consistent with the increased degree 
of medical learning, whether it be consistent 
with the advancement that has been made 
in the cultivation of medical science, that a 
charter which was granted in the reign of 
Henry VIII. should remain even to the pre- 
sent hour in full operation! (CWex of “ No , 
no,no”) However, such is the case. ( Shame , 
shame.) And what are the terms of that 
charter 1 The chief of its enactments states, 
that after a gentleman has graduated at the 
Universities of Oxford or Cambridge for 
eleven years, lie may bo admitted to a fei '«*• 
low ship ia the College of Physicians ! and a 
very pretty fellowship it is. (/firor* hear, 

« tnd laughter.) To a fellowship in the Col- 
lege of Physicians, after eleven years of term 
eating at Oxford or Cambridge ! But you 
will aar that is not (lie case With all the 
fellows* of the College. I answer, Yes, it 
is. True, there are other physicians con- 
nected with the College of Physicians of 
London; but who are they! Gentlemen who 
have graduated for the most port in Scotland 
or Ireland— gentlemen of tho highest intel- 
lectual attainments— gentleman who have* 
received, especially in Edinburgh and Dub-- 
lin, a first-rate medical education ; who when 
they present thentsolVea at tba Coflaga of 
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Physicians in London, and undergo their 
examination there, instead of being admitted 
to an equality of privileges with the fellows, 
merely become licentiates ; which means, 
in fact, that, they hold a license from the 
College of Physicians to empower them to 
practise, as physicians in London, without 
incurring a penalty of 51. a month. {Hear, 
hear, hear,') Yes, and this College closes 
its doors. against, admitting any other in- 
dividuals ; and even the licentiates . them- 
selves are refused the use of the mu- 
seum — are refused the use of the library — 
are denied the power of enacting in the Col- 
lege, or of participating in the slightest de- 
gree in enacting, any of the by-laws which 
are formed for the governraentof the fellows 
and of the licentiates ; and the lioentiates 
remain, from the moment of their admission 
till the hour of their death, the servile ser- 
vants of the fellows. ( Hear, hear, hear.) 
Gentlemen, is that a consistent state . of 
things 1 Is it possible that the licentiates 
can be satisfied with such an institu- 
tion! It is admitted on all sides that they 
are not, but too many of them are afraid to 
come forward and .openly express their dis- 
sent. (Cheers.) About the year 1700, there 
was an apothecary, or a surgeon-apothecary, 
in London, who presumed to practise &b a 
physician, that ie, he attended and pre- 
scribed for the sick. The charter of the 
College prohibits any such interference; bat 
this man, being a courageous and fearless 
individual — relying on public expediency — 
relying on what he considered useful to the 
public, contested the question with the 
College of Physicians, but lost his action in 
the Court of King's Bench, and the penal- 
ties were obtained against him. He appealed 
to the House of Lords, and the Peers upon 
lieariog the question argued, on a writ of 
error, decided against the College (hear, 
hear, hear) ; thus throwing open medical 
practice to surgeons and apothecaries 
throughout London mid the United King- 
dom. The College of Physicians still , how - 
ever, retain in its charter the restrictive 
claase, which precludes any man from prac- 
tising in medicine as a physician, unless he 
be a licentiate or fellow of that institution. 
In the year t815, however, a sad innova- 
tion took plaoe, or at least it is presumed 
to be so, by the passing of wbat is called the 
Apothecaries' Act. I should tell you, that 
from lTOO to 1812, things went on nearly in 
the same state as they were about three or four 
years after the question bad been decided in 
the case of Rose and Searle— apothecaries 
were allowed to practise as physicians— 
surgeons were allowed to practise as physi- 
cians, and the latter felt themselves by the 
decision in the House of Lords, to which I 
have referred, unable to compete with the 
opposition to which they were thus ex- 


posed ; they found they durst not attempt to 
disturb the apothecaries . in those right*, 
which they had long been taught to. believe, 
were exclusively, their, own. In 1812 rk the, 
general practitioners finding their • number, 
greatly multiplied, and that they were mucA 
annoyed in practice, thought that & new 
institution — a new corporation, was de-, 
manded ; they raised the : question of their 
rights — they continued to debate their griev-. 
apces for three years (at least for two years), 
when, boding that the pliysicians^resisted 
the proposition, the apothecaries sa\d, We 
will go to the legislature — we will get a. 
bill, — and a bill they Aid get. '{Hear, hear .) , 
The physicians endeavoured at first to pre- 
vent the passing of tb&t bill in the House of. 
Commons ; indeed they opposed it most 
violently, but ultimately it passed, and what , 
was the result ! The bill passed the legis- , 
lature, and what was the effect of it!, To, 
throw money into the pockets of a corpora- . 
tion consisting of the Society of A potheca-, 
ries, without producing to the. public the 
slightest benefit whatever* (Hear, hear,- 
hear, and one " No”) A gentleman says no, 
but I shall convince him before I conclude, 
that I have stated no more than the trut|u ; 
{Cheers.) 1 am sure you will all odmit.with . 
me, mat when a bill with restrictive clauses 
is enacted to protect the public from the , 
operations of incompetent ineo; if these . 
clauses are not binding on incompetent men, , 
the bill must be useless. Now that those 
clauses are inoperative upon incompetent 
men is clear enough, because incompetent 
individuals are practising iu every street, 
{hear, hear) ; impostors are existing in all 
corners ; and peed I do move than appeal to 
the heart-rending inquests which have lately 
been held (hear, hear ; bravo , bravo), to 
bear me out in that assertion. If the gen- 
tleman be a friend to the Apothecaries’ Com- 
pany, I take his “ no, no, to be the strong- 
est satire that can be passed on y that body ; 
for if they have had the power~.to prevent 
incompetent men from practising, why have 
they not protected our fellow -creatures ^id 
the public against the atrocious proofed- - 
ings in Harley Street! (Hear, hear, hear ;) 
However, the singeing operations havegoato 
on, and are still going on,. but I dohppe the 
public will at last burst -forth info an 
sistible opposition to all such base imposi- 
tions ; at all events, I shall assist to the. 
utmost of my power in endeavouring to 
“ rub out” such disgraceful Hransactionf. 
{Loud cheers and laughter.) The Apothe- 
caries’ Bill was passed in; the. year 1815^ 
and, curious enough, though it. was called, 
“ A Bill for the better regulation of ^ the 
Practice of Apothecaries jhrottghoat Eng- 
land and Wales,” the Warshipm^ Company 
have considered that4]iey'hage ajrjght n imp . 
particularly to interfere ateafop. 
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of tb» College of Surgeon* /than with any 
individual! whatever; and whenever the 
members of the College of Surgeons hare 
endeavoured to recover a charge made for 
medicines and medical attendance, the Wor* 
•hipful Society has been very expert indeed 
in sending emissaries to the defendants, 
telling them, “ O, such a man is not a mem- 
ber of our Company, therefore he cannot 
recover ; he has no legal claim upon you.” 
(Hear, hear.) Such has been the kind and 
benevolent conduct the Company has thought 
proper to adopt for the benefit of the pro- 
fession. You may remember the case of 
jiUison v. Hayden: the plaintiff brought 
an action for the recover y of the amount of 
hit bill, and Chief Justice Best (now Lord 
Wynford) decided that typhus fever not 
being a surgical case (much laughter ), the 
gentleman who attended and supplied the 
medicines had no right to recover for those 
medicines (shame, shame ); presuming, I 
•appose, that though he was a surgeon, he 
was not competent to prescribe in a case of 
typhus fever. ( Hear , hear.) This was the 
decision of Chief Justice Best. The case 
wss very seriously argued afterwards by the 
judges sittiog til banco ; but even there they 
epuld make nothing more of it, though these 
learned personages laid it down as law, 
that surgeons might recover for medicines 
supplied as auxiliary treatment to a surgical 
ease. They saw not, however, that every 
ease might become surgical. The judges 
said it was quite proper that the practi- 
tioner should be considered competent to 
prescribe in a case where it might become 
surgical, but yet in a case of typhus fever 
be could not be deemed competent ! (Loud 
laughter.) I suppose the judge thought 
that any-thing like abscess could not arise 
in typhus fever, tnd therefore it was not 
reasonable to suppose that a surgeon was a 
competent practitioner in web % disease. 
There was another case, that of “ Steed v. 
Henley/* Mr. Steed was a surgeon — had 
been a member of the College of Surgeons 
two years before the Apothecaries’ Bill was 
passed. He supplied the defendant, a wo- 
man, with medicine ; she afterwards, as is 
not very unusual io our profession, refused 
to pay his just demand. He brought an 
action for the recovery of the amount. That 
action was tried also in the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas, and it was held that the plaintiff 
could not recover, because he was not a 
member of the Apothecaries* Company, 
and because he was not in practice before 
the 1st of August, 1815, "when the Bill 
came into operation. Mark! he had been 
a member of the . College of Surgeons 
during two years before that measure was 
eanctioned by the legislature. (Shame, 
shame,) The Chief Justice on that occa- 
sion said, “ Be ally this is a most unfortu- 
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nate thing ; I feel the hardship of the case—* 
it is exceedingly cruel, but I cannot help it. 
and the hardship is the greater, becauserthi^ 
Bill was avowedly passed to protect the 
public from the operations of ignorant and 
incompetent men. Now as this gentleman 
is a member of the College of Surgeons, and 
as he was a member of it for two yeara be- 
fore the Bill came into operation/it cannot 
be presumed that lie is an incompetent man ; 
still, however, he muat be nonsuited!” 
(Hear, hear.) Now, Gentlemen, these aib 
a few specimens of the effects of those laws 
which are still in existence. These deci- 
sions are still fresh in the recollection of the 
judges ; these are the decisions they have al- 
ready come to, and which they are ready to 
come to again. 1 should tell you further. 
Gentlemen, that to-morrow at Maidstone, 
the Apothecaries’ Company will try an ac- 
tion against a member of the College of Sur- 
geons, for merely having prescribed and sent 
his medicines to his patients from his own 
surgery. ( Hear, hear ; shame , shame.) A 
trial of that description will take plaoe even 
to-morrow. In the Apothecaries’ Bill of 
1815, there are two clauses to this effect-- 
I believe the 28th and 29th ; they run thus 
in the first, “ that nothing in the Act herein 
contained shall bo construed to extend to 
any of the rights, privileges, or immunities, 
which have been enjoyed by the members 
of the Colleges of Physicians hr Surgeons.’* 
The enactments were not iu any way to affect 
the rights, privileges, and immunities, of the 
members and fellows of those institutions ; 
aud yet you see how the judges have allow-, 
ed that Act to encroach upon and utterly to 
destroy nine-tenths of the rights and privi- 
leges heretofore enjoyed by those gentle- 
men. (Loud cheering.) Further, it is stated 
in the 29th section of the Act, that chemists 
and druggists are not to be affected by the 
Bill ; that they are to carry on their trade 
as fully and to all intents and purposes after, 
as they had carried it on before the passing 
of the Act. Pray attend to this point — che~ 
mists and druggists were not in any way to 
be affected by the Act; they were to be 
permitted to prescribe and to dispense their 
drugs afterwards, precisely as they had doue 
before the passing of the Act ; but the mem- 
bers of the College of Surgeons, whose pri- 
vileges were also to remain untouched aud 
not to be affected, they cannot, agreeably to 
tire decisions of the judges, now recover for 
medicines which they may prescribe, unless 
in diseases clearly surgical ; nay, more, tho 
Apothecaries* Company are pursuing sur- 
geons under a penal statute, for prescribing 
and dispensing at all in medical cases. 
(Loud cries of shame.) Under these cir- 
cumstances, looking at the laws relating to 
these subjects, is the call not imperious on 
us to demand with voices as powerful as w* 
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can raise to the legislature, tbat those laws 
should he totally and radically changed 1 
(Laud cheers.) 

Gentlemen, let us now, for one moment, 
pass from the Worshipful Company of Apo- 
thecaries to that redoubtable body the Col- 
lege of Surgeons, in Lincoln’s* Inn-Fields, 
of « sound chirurgical” police celebrity. 
(Bear, hear, hear, and loud cheering.) This 
is a curious institution ; one of the most 
extraordinary, I believe, that ever was 
formed by our late curious government— 
late government, I might almost say defunct. 
(Hear, hear.) Gentlemen, respecting the 
two bodies I have already spoken of, I should 
tell you, that the College of Physicians 
hold the charter as it was granted originally 
by Henry the Eighth, and the Apothecaries’ 
Company were originally connected with 
the Grocers' Company. (Laughter.) Rhu- 
barb and sugar, however, could not agree ; 
they separated ; one remained in the heart 
of the City, and the other settled near Black- 
friars Bridge. Rhubarb carried on its 
operations very comfortably till 1813, but 
then it was found to be a little . too astrin- 
gent in its nature ; it entertained a great 
desire for gold, and accordingly applied to 
the legislature in pursuit of its favourite 
object, and it is to be regretted, that the 
petitions of Ibis body were not answered 
with more talent and prudence. On the 
other hand, the College of Surgeons in Lon- 
don remembered that it was originally con- 
nected with the Barbers’ Company — with 
the company of shavers (much laughte r), 
and curious enough, the two charters under 
which we now live and exercise our pro- 
fessional duties— -those two enlightened and 
revered charters — the two charters which 
are now in full force, are identically the 
same charter which the surgeons and apo- 
thecaries possessed when they formed inte- 
gral parts of the grocers and shavers' com- 
panies ; yet they are designated now — at 
least the College of Surgeons — by l&e name 
of College, and the master is transformed 
into a president. Gentlemen, the charter 
of the College of Surgeons — indeed there 
has been a variety of them granted, from 
Henry the Eighth’s time to the Jameses, 
eight or nine altogether — but the whole of 
these were incorporated, and all their re- 
strictions and improper clauses continued 
by the 18th of George II, till, I think, 
1790 ; and at that period a portion only of 
the surgeon’s company found it convenient 
to allege that the company was dissolved, 
and they made the legislature believe that 
the Act of Parliament had dissolved also— 
(much laughter)— that the parchment had 
expired with the mastership (hear, hear) ; 
in fact they went to the legislature for a 
new Aet, being desirous of removing from 
the neighbourhood of the Old Bailey, where 


they bad carried on thair operations for twa 
or three hundred years; indeed it appeared 
they had been plaeed there for the purpose 
of assisting, in his avocations, a friend of 
tbelrfe, a very respectable gentleman, named 
Jack Ketch. (Much laughtet'.) They re- 
moved to Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields. The Hun- 
terian Museum, which was purchased for 
the members of the college with public 
money, was attached to the institution (hear, 
hear)— aye, purchased. Gentlemen, with 
public money (hear, hear) — and they went 
to Parliament praying for a new Bill, be- 
cause they found the Hunterian Museum a. 
remarkably heavy clog upon their necks, 
possessing at tbat time no funds for ite 
maintenance. They went to the legislature 
and petitioned for a new Act. In this they 
partially succeeded, for the Bill passed the 
House of Commons ; it went through the 
House, through the Committee, into the 
House of Lords, aud passed even the second 
reading in that House before the character 
of the measure was fully understood. It 
then happened to catch the scrutinising eye 
of Lord Thnrlow, and upon taking it up, his 
Lordship said, “ Why really this is one of 
the most scandalous documents I ever saur 
in the whole course of my life; and the 
countenances of these petitioners for the 
Bill in coming here— the brass in their 
faces, must be as hard as the steel in their 
scalpels, or they never would liafe had. the 
insolence to come to this house to ask the 
legislature to bestow upon them such an 
iniquitous instrument of monopoly.” (Hear, 
hear , hear.) It was a Bill to render the 
whole profession subservient to these men ; 
and of the very petitioners on that occasion, 
some of them are existing at the present 
moment ia full perennial freshness in the 
Council of the College of Surgeons in Lin- 
coln’s* h»n- Fields. (Hear, hear, hear.) Af-i 
ter my Lord Thuriow's exposition they 
became so completely abashed — he flung 
with such contempt the shatteied fragments 
of the Bill into their faces, that they for m 
while slunk back into their boles and cor- 
ners, and for a period were silent. However, 
being of the true baltish breed, one summer's 
evening they came out again, and thought 
tbat by making a very humble request to 
the Privy-Council they might be able to get 
the ear of the King; and would any one 
believe it, after the disgraceful defeat they 
had suffered on that occasion, they, with 
the whole of the frame-work, and with aU 
the internal machinery of the very same Bill, 
got that Bill gAnted to them by the King 
in the form of a Charter 1 That very Bill 
which they went to the House of Lords 
with, and which Lord Tburlow deprecated 
in 6uch severe and reprehensible terms, is 
now the charter undef which we are insulted 
by the President tad CfeqneU o/ the College 
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of Surgeon*. (Hear, hear, hear,} Tb*t 
charter, Gentlemen, gives to the colleger- 
first of all let me tell you that the charter 
expressly states that the college belongs to 
three bodies, the President, the Council, 
and the Commonalty, or Members — they 
represented to the Privy Council, that they 
were asking nothing for themselves, that 
they were the most disinterested set of peo- 
ple on earth, such as their successors have 
been. ( Loud laughter.) They solicited 
nothing on their own account ; they were 
making the entire of their requests for the 
general benefit of the community. / (Mach 
laughter.) But there was one request 
which, unhappily, was not founded upon 
any well-known principles of justice, for it 
especially prayed that the power to make 
by-laws for the government of the college 
should be invested in the President and 
Council alone. (Hear, hear , and hissings.) 
They have exercised the rights which they 
obtained under that charter, butl can boldly 
assert, in the presence I am sure of many 
lawyers who are now here, that that charter 
having been obtained by fraud, if we could 
have full and complete justice, it would 
prove to be worth not a tingle straw. ( Hear, 
hear , hear.) No charter, if \t be obtained 
by misrepresentation, is valid ; and 1 know 
that our enlightened Chairman will confirm 
me in what I am stating, that this charter 
was obtained by means of misrepresentation, 
because it was alleged in the preamble, that 
the Act of the 18th of George the Second 
had expired ; it had not expired ; it was in 
operation at that moment; but they were 
anxious to have new powers, they were 
anxious to thrust the commonalty from their 
gates, to degrade those very gentlemen 
whom they pretended to be desirous to de- 
fend, and from that moment the President 
and Council have degraded them, and step 
by step have robbed them of all those rights 
and privileges which, as learned men, they 
ware fully entitled to enjoy. (Immense 
cheering.) Now, Mr. Chairman and Gen- 
tlemen, it must be clear to you by what 
trickery aud what deceptions they obtained 
their charter. They were anxious tP be 
quiet, and to remain as dormant bs possible, 
wutil what is called the hour of memory had 
passed ; that is, they were anxious not to 
be disturbed in their close and unjust posr 
session, and therefore, with the exception 
of extracting from each London member one 
guinea annually, they allowed the com- 
monalty to go on quietly enough until about 
the year 1823, when under their charter in 
1823, what think you was the by-law which 
they enacted 1 It was one of the most dis- 
graceful regulations that was ever enacted 
by any corporation— a by-law disreputable, 
restrictive, and degrading, in the whole of 
fee obnoxious principles. ( Hear , hear*) J 


should say, that upon the face of it there 
does not appear any- thing so very objection* 
able, but you will 80on perceive hqw it must 
work when in action. The regulation was 
to this effect — That the Court of Examiners 
would not receive certificates of attendance 
on lectures on anatomy, aqd in prpof of the 
performance of dissections, unless the lec- 
tures were delivered and the dissections 
performed in the winter season. This must 
appear to you to be a most extraordinary 
by-law, and one which contains a most as* 
founding proposition. They state that in 
the discharge of their duty, and in order to 
promote the cultivation of “ sound chirur- 
gical ” knowledge, it was necessary foy 
them to issue this by-law, puking a dis- 
tinction between knowledge acquired in the 
winter, and knowledge acquired in the 
summer. Knowledge attained in th? sum- 
mer was not capable of resisting 93 or 10Q 
degrees of heat ; the knowledge of summes 
was unsavoury,, rotten (laughter), and 
therefore they could only receive know-} 
ledge acquired in the winter season \ 
[Loud laughter.) Why bad they such a 
partiality for lectures delivered in the win- 
ter season ? J will tell you in a few words 
— it was because they them&plves were the 
winter lecturers (hear, hear) ; and this by* 
law in so many words said to the lecturer* 
throughout London, England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, “We, the Court of Examiners* 
acting uoder the charter obtained from big 
Majesty George the. Third, will receive no 
certificates from pupils in proof of attend* 
ance upon lectures on anatQmy, unless the 
fees for such certificates have been paid to 
ourselves, or to our relations. (Loud 
cheers.) There were ten of the Council 
called the Court of Examiners who signed 
this by-law, and eight of yvhom at that very 
moment were connected with f the London 
hospitals and schools of anatomy (shame,, 
shame), where the lectures were delivered* 
And, Gentlemen, as an act of justice to the 
public , I will read to you their names. They 
are related with great faithfulness in a little 
book which I hold in my hand ; the work 
was published about five years ago, and by- 
one of the present Council — l mean Mr. 
Lawrence. (Hear, hear, and loud hisses 
from many parts of the meeting.) I am 
not at all surprised that marks of disappro- 
bation should be heard. (Renewed and in- 
creased hissings’.) Gentlemen, you will un- 
derstand that these hisses are not directed 
against me (cries of No, no, no,” “ Against 
Mr. f Lawrence ” “ Against Mr. Law- 
rence”), they are directed against the au- 
thor of this book (Hear, hear , and dies 
of “ Certainly they are”), and I pray to 
God he may show in a very fhort time that 
he does not deserve them. (Hear, hear ^ 
h^ar.) The names of those worthy exami- 
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sen who would hare nothing hut winter Butin 1824 the worthies proceeded in their 
courses are as follows David Dundas, laudable labours, and legislated again. In 
William Norris ; these gentlemen were this year they issued a regulation declara- 
not connected with the hospitals, and they tory that certificates of attendance upon lec- 
could not be charged with entertaining tin- tures and demonstrations should not be 
fair views. Not so with Thomson Forster, received by the court unless the schools 
Everard Home, Ludpord Harvey, Wil- from which those certificates were obtained 
liam Blizard, Astley CoorER, John had been “ recognised ” by the physicians 
Abrrnethy, William Lynn, Henry or surgeons of one of their own hospitals . 
Cline. You will see that such a regula- (Hear, hear.) And when did they adopt 
tion as that was, one would think, exclusive that resolution ? At the moment when the 
enough in principle — bad enough in its school of the late Mr. Edward Grainger 
character— monopolizing enough to satisfy had just fallen into the hands of the present 
the most avaricious members of a rapacious Mr. Richard Grainger. They thought, 
corporation. But not so with our worthy — indeed they openly declared, — that they 
examiners, for in the following year they would bring his theatre to the ground, and 
passed another by-law ; for this, you will that as to his brother, Mr. Richard Grainger, 
recollect, was only in relation to the winter his certificates should never he recognised, 
courses of lectures on anatomy. I cannot and that his theatre should be annihilated, 
at this moment lay my hand on the regula- (Hear, hear, and cries of “ Shame shame”) 
tion which they passed in the following Mr. Richard Grainger applied to the Col- 
year, but I recollect it perfectly. It was to lege, imploring, as his fortune depended on 
this effect : — That the candidates for the the success of the school, that his lectures 
diplomas of the College must, on present- might be recognised, and his school gap- 
ing themselves for examination, produce ported. The dignified answer of the Col- 
certificates of attendance upon hospital prac- lege, sent through Mr. Belfour, was this, 
tice ; yet all the country hospitals were “We cannot recognise bricks and mortar.” 
swept off at one fell swoop. Knowledge (Loud cries of “Shame”) “But,” said 
had previously been represented as “un- Mr. Grainger, “recognise my pupils. If my 
sound” when acquired in the summer ; and students have talent, give them the oppor- 
now it was contended that knowledge in the tunity of showing their talent (hear, hear) , 
provinces could not be obtained at all. examine them ; if they prove upon that 
Hear .) Many of the country hospitals, be examination that they are not competent to 
it remembered, are larger than the London discharge their duty to the profession and 
hospitals; the surgeons exalted and cele- to the public, reject them as is your duty 
brated for their talents — (Hear, hear, hear), (bravo, bravo) ; but if they have talent, I 
some of them as celebrated as any men in 3 implore you not to inflict on me such iojus- 
England, or even in Europe. (Loud cheers.) tice as to reject them because I happened to 
In fact, I would say to you that the country hold this theatre in March, 1825.” The ob- 
hospitals are much better calculated for jections were so strong, they were so deeply 
teaching surgery than those of London, be- rooted — they created such disgust in the 
cause their wards are not crowded with stu- minds of the profession, that at last the 
dents like those of the metropolitan in- current of iodignation burst forth in one 
stitutions. (Hear, hear.) The pupils in tremendous torrent against the College, 
those excellent establishments are not pre- and every independent member of the pro- 
vented from seeing the patients, whereas fession liurried forth to raise his voice against 
here, in nineteen cases out of twenty, they such an atrocious system of monopoly. A 
have no opportunity of coming in contact public meeting was held on Saturday the 
with the patient, and all they can collect 18 th of February, 1826, and at that meeting, 
are a few unconnected remarks from the which was nearly as numerous as the one I 
mouth of the attending surgeon over the have to address, Mr. Lawrence (hisses from 
shoulders of their fellow-students, at a dis- many quarters), — Mr. Lawrence took the 
tance, perhaps, of five or six yards from chair. (Much hissing throughout the rooms, 
the sick bed. (Hear, hear.) But whence with cries of“ Where are you now , Law* 
the cause of this shameful injustice? why rence ?”) Here are the speeches, gentle- 
was such an act perpetrated by the Council men, delivered by the chairman on that 
of the College and the Court of Examiners ? occasion, and if you have them not, I ought 
"Why, the by-law was enacted, I say design- to republish them for your information, 
edly enacted, to throw money into their own (Bravo, bravo.) These denounce in on- 
pockets. (Loud cheers,) It is useless to measured terms the constitution and con- 
*ay apparently, for they have sense enoagh duct of the existing College. (Renewed 
to know that it was designedly done, and cries of “ Where is Mr, Lawrence now I 
with an utter recklessness — an utter reck- Shame on him , shame on him — he has 
lessness of consequencos to pupils, to pa- basely betrayed the cause”) In stronger 
tiants, and to the public. (Loud cheers .) terms than I have ventured to employ, he 
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represented their by-laws as miserable and 
ungrammatical in composition — as base and 
discreditable in spirit. (Hear, hear , hear.) 
Further, be has declared in those speeches 
that until the constitution of the College be 
changed, the public can never expect justice 
from the College of Surgeons. ( Hear , hear, 
hear*) At that meeting resolutions con- 
demnatory of the College were adopted with 
acclamation-— there was scarcely heard an 
opposing voice. A petition founded on 
the resolutions was presented to the Honse 
of Commons, 1 believe in the month of April 
or May, 1826 ; and the prayer of that peti- 
tion was to the effect that a committee of 
inquiry might be appointed to examine 
into the abuses in the Collegwof Surgeons ; 
and if the allegations in the petition should 
prove to be well-founded, that the legis- 
lature would then give to the members 
at large the power to elect annually its 
governing body. (Hear, hear, hear.) 
Though that petition was presented to the 
House of Commons by a highly- talented and 
respectable gentleman, Mr. Warburton, no 
motion was ever made on it ; and there it 
still lies, like thousands of others, or, rather, 
it speaks truth , upon the table of the House 
of Commons. (Cries of“ Shame, shame.'*) 
After these proceedings. Gentlemen, the 
College seemed disposed, for & short time, 
to relax in their evil doings. We had hi- 
therto been thrust through the back-doors 
in Portugal-street, — the member's were not 
sufficiently elevated to enter by the portals 
in Lincoln's Inn Fields, but they were 
thrust in through the back-doors, like 
oommon menials ; and the Hunterian Mu- 
seum, — that collection which no pupil can 
view for five minutes without carrying 
away with him knowledge which must prove 
useful to the latest period of his life, — that 
Museum was literally closed against the 
profession for twenty-seveu years, though 
the bond under which the College holds it 
requires that it shall be open two days in 
every week, and duriug four hours in each 
day } aud though it stipulates that there 
should be a catalogue explanatory of the 
preparations, tbe Museum has now been in 
their possession upwards of 30 years, and 
the catalogue was only in part published this 
last summer! Now I ask, what can any 
person expect from such a body of indivi- 
duals as this I (Cries of “ Nothing, no- 
thing**) What can you expect from such 
a body ! ( Nothing , nothing .) In 1827, 

when they were ashamed of any longer 
thrusting the members through the back- 
doors in Portugal Street, they at last made 
& small side-door in the theatre, and al- 
lowed r us to enter through thut side-door. 
Something like the Irishman who made two 
openings, one for the sow, and one for her 
little pig (much laughter), they make two 


openings; we are not allowed even yet to 
go through the same door as themselves, 
lest we should contaminate the path they 
tread ; and in order to gratify their spleen 
against the members, they have literally 
disfigured the College by making tlie side- 
door for the members, who are declared not 
to have equal rights with the President and 
Council. (Hear, hear, hear.) Since 1827 
they have enacted more “ regulations,” aud 
there have been elected into the Council a 
succession of liberals ; in this respect, how- 
ever, there appears to have been a change, 
but no improvement . The pupils now are 
required to attend two winter courses of 
lectures on surgery, of six months’ duration 
each. When the candidate presents him- 
self for examination at the College, his cer- 
tificates merely amount to this — certificates, 
remember, obtained from the.hospital sur- 
geons — “ This is to certify, that A. B. having 
been plundered of between three and four 
hundred pounds, we consider that he is 
fully entitled to claim an examination." 
(Great cheei'ing.) I say, Gentlemen, it is 
a robbery — it is an actual robbery. (Hear, 
hear, hear.) I repeat the word, and I will 
continue to repeat it until the hour of death : 
for what was the cooduct of this College in 
1824 ? And you must allow me, for a mo- 
ment, to revert to the transactions of that 
period ; for I never like to advance a charge 
in the absence of proof. (Hear, hear.) Be- 
sides, 1 know* that 1 am now speaking in the 
presence of some of those persons them- 
selves— at all events of some of their near 
relatives, if not of themselves ; and further, 
1 doubt not that they are accompanied by 
their fit associates, tbe Bow Street officers. 
(Hear, hear, and much laughter.) Gen- 
tlemen, in 1821 or 2, Mr. Edward Grainger 
opened a school in tbe Borongh for teach- 
ing the science of anatomy; and, unfortu- 
nately, he thought proper to charge only 
one half of the regular hospital price. 
(Laughter.) The “regular" price was 
twenty guineas for dissections and lectures 
on anatomy ; — he charged ten ; but, although 
be demanded but ten guineas, he furnished 
the students with a commodity which was 
just double the value of that supplied by the 
u regulars." (Hear, hear, hear.) “ Oh !’• 
said the Council hospital lecturers, “ here 
is a pretty concern ! If we don’t stop this 
young man it will be all over with us." Mr. 
Abernethy, on one occasion, remarked, 
“ Faith, there are already eleven lecturers 
on anatomy, and if we don’t take care, we 
shall be ousted altogether; therefore, in 
order to support the respectability of the 
profession, we must legislate for the benefit 
of ourselves.’’ (Hear, and much laughter .) 
Therefore — and. Gentlemen, pray mark this 
closely, all on a sudden the dead bodies dis- 
appeared from the dissecting-rooms. There 
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' were ho bodies whatever to be foand in the 
' private schools. One gentleman who com- 
menced lecturing in London certainly hit 
upon au ingenious expedient for overcoming 
the difficulty of supplying his school. He 
said, " 111 tell you what; I have taken a 
commodious burying-ground, and 1 have a 
little house attached, the hack of which 
opens upon the ground. It *s a- burying 
place, called a comfortable one by the saiuts, 
bo I charge them pretty decently for depo- 
siting their friends there, an d I charge the 
•pupils ptetty decently for taking them up 
again.*' ( Loud laughter .1 Perhaps that 
gehtletoen is present, and' will corroborate 
‘the statement, (/daughter.) It was only 
from this source that be was enabled to sup- 
*ply his school. At the period of which I am j 
•h6w speaking there were no bodies what- | 
ever in the dissecting-rooms of Guy’s and 
13 1. Thomas's Hospitals. The resurrection 
men Walked through the squares like gen- 
tlemen. I recollect saying to them, on one 
occasion, How is it that we cann'ot pro- 
cure any bodies here ?** Ofae of them re- 
plied, O, we can do very well without 
grubbing now.** My suspicion was ex- 
cited, and I said, u How is ft— -you do not 
fciean to assert that you are paid if you do not 
Tiring subjects T* “ O yes, we are,** was 
the laughing reply. ( Hear , hear.) How 
'was this ! Gentlemen, it con be proved 
That the hospital Ucturers of London actu- 
ally subscribed to maintain the tesnrrection 
men in idleness in order that Mf. Grainger 
might not procure bodies fot his students : 
but the resurrection men being admirers of 
the principles of free trade, clubbed on their 
Bide to supply Mr. Grainger with bodies 
free frdm cost ( Cheers ), and thus he was 
enabled to go on teaching anatomy without 
The slightest inconvenience, and with a rich 
profit to the resurrection men ; for if a body 
were wanted at St. Thomas’s or Guy’s, the 
monopolists at those hospitals, who were at 
that very moment rewarding these men for 
living in idleness, had to pay twenty or 
twenty-five guineas for every subject. Now 
it was at this time that tbe examiners framed 
the by-law which declared that no certifi- 
cate should be received for dissections, un- 
less those dissections Were performed iu Lon- 
don during the winter season, they tbem- 
fcelves at that moment, with very Few ex- 
ceptions, not being able to procure a single 
subject. But this was a proof of their love 
for science. Take the following fact as 
another example An Irish gentleman, 
how a professor in the University of Lon- 
don — a gentleman of splendid abilities, 
established a school of anatomy in ■Paris, 
Where he was enabled to teach English 
Students the science at 8 charge of only 
foot francs for each subject. Dead bodies 
feontd be obtained there at four francs each ; 


and he sent over his students to this tity 
better skilled probably in anatomy than 
any who had ever left the London hospitals. 
They presented themselves for examination 
at the College. As no subjects could be 
procured here, you of course will say that 
those examiners who had been so desirous 
of advancing “ sound” chirurgical know- 
ledge were greatly delighted on seeing can- 
didates so peculiarly Well qualified ; butoo— 
they refused admittance to those young 
gentlemen — they would not examine one of 
them, because they had not certificates to 
prove that all their dissections bad been 
performed in London. ( Hear , hear.) Gen- 
tlemen, Mr. Bennett has published his state- 
ment of these particulars, a statement which 
Mr. Lawrence thought proper to republish. 
Mr. Bennett finding all at once that he was 
uneasily situated in Paris, that there were 
difficulties opposed to bis pupils by the 
French authorities, came to London aad 
solicited the interference of Mr. C anning, 
who was then minister for fore ig n affairs. 
Mr. Canning nnfortunately sent his letter 
to the College of Surgeons, Blinking that he 
was doing a great deal for Mr. Bennett, and 
will you believe it, a deputation, consisting 
of Sir A. Cooper, Mr. Abernetby, and of 
others of the Council, waited on Mr. Can- 
ning, and by their representations prevent- 
ed Mr. Canning from interfering in Mr. 
Bennett’s behalf; consequently, Mr. Ben- 
nett was obliged to leave Paris ; his esta- 
blishment, left without the support of his 
own College and tbe government of hit 
own country, was broken up (gneof Aay- 
probation) ; he was compelled to leave Pans, 
but, thank God, be is now an ornament «o a 
glorious institution in this metropolis. 
( Loud cheers.) Gentlemen, let oa come to 
a more recent occurrence. On the 14th of 
February last, an oration was delivered m 
the College. On that occasion the mem- 
bers generously thought they might confer 
a service upon a deserving branch of their 
brethren, by agreeing to two or three in- 
offensive resolutions. The Council, after 
receiving these documents, refused to net 
upon them, on the alleged ground of •• irre- 
gularity.” Of the circumstances connected 
with the infamous assault committed on the 
members in tbe theatre of their own College, 
you are already fully and accurately inform- 
ed. ( Cries of • « Infamous ,” end are, we 

are .”) After the profession have been m 
shamefully abused, after the public have 
been so grossly neglected, after the charter 
has been so basely violated, by this same 
Council, can you ever expect e voluntary and 
salutary reform from that body ? (Orer ef 
“ Afo, no, no.”) I say no, too, therefore l 
beseech you, one and all, to come forward 

I in support of a liberal institution — in sop- 
port xk v hberaL ooHege, whore ail the 
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members of the profession — surgeons* phy- (Wears Asms hear.) “ Well bit,” mid Is 
eicians, and apothecaries, may meat each “ why then are not the certificates of summer 
other under the protection of equal laws, course# recognised t ” “ Thin ia the reason : 
just principles, and upoa friendly terms, the surgeons themselves, who are members 
(immente cheering.) i know you will be of the Council, do not lecture during the 
good enough to excuse me for detaining summer months.*’ “ But what is their al- 

• yoe, when it is considered that it is abso- leged reason?’* “ Why, they repraeented 
lately necessary these fasts should be placed it to be oaring to the danger of dissecting 
before you, ia order that you may be in a in the summer season. I told them I had 
situation te decide upon the best course now only lost ene in the whale course of my life, 
open for adoption. With this view, I must and that was in the winter time. I told 
ask permission to explain a little further them further, they must vemove the reetric- 
with regard to the medical departments of lion, or 1 would apply to a ooartof law <on 
'Our hospitals. The members of the Coon- the subject.” They replied, M O no, don’t 
ail of the College of Surgeons are self- do that : the truth ia, we want to prevent 
elected— >tbat is, when there is a vacancy, any more from beginning to lecture; but 

< they alest each other. They meet in secret put down in your oertificatea, attend- 
conclave with their list before them. An j ance upon your lectures for so many 
<awfu1 silence pertadiag the room, certain | courses, without stating whether they wera 
names are read down ; and if it should hap- | attended imumteror in summer. Say nothing 
•pen that a member, who, for the security of at all about time ; we shall understand, and 
hie patients, has been guilty of the great that will be sufficient.” This practice was 
offence of dispensing his own medicines, be adopted, and continued on both sides for a 
is rejected immediately ; they cry “ Jalap,” tims ; but Mr. Bsookea himself told mb, 

• and his name ia instantly struck off. (Lend apparently with an acking heart, that the 
laughter.) On proceeding, if they happen impression produoed by the College regular 
to find the name of a remarkably pliant man tioo was so strong against his school — pro- 
— a man whose head is as soft as dough — . ducod such a general impression throughout 
one whom they can mould to any form they] the country, that his certificates would mat 
please— one who entertains only convenient he received, that his olaas was broken up, 
scruples, he is jeyfully admitted. (Hear, «nd he waa obliged to dispose of his theatre 
hear.) But, Gentlemen, why was not Mr. and the whole of his museum* (Hear, Avar, 
Brookes admitted into the Council ? (Hear, and baud cries of “ Shame, shame:*) Mr. 
hear, hear.) Why was not the venerable Brookes was a perfect anatomist, and it 
Mr. Brookes elected, for be evidently was would have been a blessing to the profes- 
notan incompetent man? (Cheers.) When •»<>» if he had been elected into the Court 
I was at St. Thomas’s Hospital, attending of Examiners. There is not a man who will 
Sir Astley Cooper’s lectures in 1815, 16, ®ay he was not competent to fills seat in 
and 17, Astley Cooper used invariably to the Council; and there is not a man in the 
•ay to ns at the end of the season, “ Now, Council wlio could raise an Abjection to his 

• Gentlemen, I have worked away as hard as hriag i® th« Court, or shows reason why he 
I could, but if yon wish to learn anatomy, should not have been elected, except the 
go to Mr. Brookes during the summer sea- objection against Mr. Grainger— that of 
•on. (Hear, hear , hear.) Sir Astley having sold his lectures at half the monope- 
Cooper a short time afterwards rejected the lists* price. They had no other reason to 
summer certificates of this same lecturer, offer for not admitting him. They would 
(Hear, hear, hear.) lapoke to Sir Astley elect no teacher who was not admitted 
Cooper, and to some of the other examiners, their Anatomical Society ; and * they ex- 
on the subject of this rejection of Mr. eluded him from the Anatomical Society 
Brookea’s certificates ; I inquired the rea- because he charged only ten instead of 
mm for the rejection 1 “ Why, to tell you twenty guineas for his lectures and diaaeo- 
tlie truth,” said Sir Astley, “ it is in conse- tions. (Shame, shame.) Now, Gentlemen; 
quence of the daogerons tendency of the 1 think we have made out a pretty long co- 
dissections performed in the summer time — talogue of sins against this College. Bat 
there has been a great fatnlity attending direct your attention to the hospitals, for 

1 summer dissections, mid bonce we have de- there you will find the same men flourishing 

• termined not to recognise them.” It struck in another branch of the system. A vacancy 

- roe there might be some iruth in this asser- occurs ia St. Thomas's Hospital; the whole 

. tion ; accordingly I went to Mr. Brookes, tribe are immediately at work, writing cer- 

nnd asked him if he had lost many students tificatea that Mr. so and so has displayed 
from injuries inflicted in praotising summer the most profound knowledge in his profee- 
dissections. “ God bless you,” saidLMr. *ion; — that he is entitled to the full confi- 
Brookes, *' I never lost but one student in dence of the governors, end is, of oilmen on 
my life by dissections, and that was by a earth, the most competent to fill the vacant 

< dissection performed in.the *mter searoa.” office* Now, who is the candidate J Why, 
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.curious enough, be invariably happens to be 
an hospital apprentice. If be be not a bos* 
pital apprentice, he has no earthly preten- 
tions to qualify him for the situation. Why 
Lave they such an attachment for hospital 
apprentices! Simply because the fathers 
of these yonug men happen to pay the sur- 
geons, that is themselves, from five hundred 
to one thousand guineas each with the inden- 
tures. (Hear, hear.) And they have a rule 
in Guy's Hospital, and in St. Thomas’s too, 
to the effect, that no man shall be elected to 
be a surgeon of those hospitals unless he 
have been, an apprentice to one of the sur- 
geons belonging thereto. No matter how 
■big a fool be may be (laughter ), — no mat- 
ter whether he ever dissected a body or 
not,— no matter whether he ever performed 
e single surgical operation,— no matter 
whether he be thirty or twenty years of age, 
be is thrust into the most important medical 
office in the kingdom. (Hear, hear.) Gen- 
tlemen, take the case of one of Sir Astley 
Cooper’s nephews. This gentleman, after 
be returned from the army, actually served 
an apprenticeship to an officer of Guy’s 
Hospital that he might be elected surgeon to 
the hospital. (Shame, shame.) I would 
rather not mention uames ; but this is the 
mode in which these elections are managed 
under the existing system. There is Sir 
Astley Cooper, of the College and of the 
Borough, he is consulting surgeon to Guy's 
Hospital. (Cheers and hisses.) Gentle- 
men, these hisses fall not on me ; if my 
statements are true, they fall on the authors 
of the system ; if my statements are false, 
let those gentlemen who hiss come boldly 
forward, and manfully contradict them. 
(. Loud sheet's.) Gentlemen, hear a state- 
ment once made by Sir Astley Cooper him- 
self. It was published, and is now before 
the world. The worthy baronet made it 
with that good feeling which formerly was 
always in operation in his mind. He said, 
*' Why, it cannot be supposed that I enter- 
tain a feeling of hostility against the Bo- 
rough surgeons. Good God! just look at 
them : there’s Travers— he was my appren- 
tice ; there's Green — he is my godson ; 
there is Tyrrell — be is my nephew ; and 
these are the surgeons of St. Thomas’s Hos- 
pital. Now go over to Guy’s : there is 
Key— Good God ! is he not my nephew 7 
There is Morgan— was he not my appren- 
tice 7 There is Brausby Cooper — is he not 
my nephew 7 And thereto Callaway — was he 
not my apprentice 7” (Immense laughter.) 
All, as pat as possible, in one snug family. 
(Hear and laughter ,) The income of these 
hoipiials is not less than between 80 and 
90 . 000 /. a year; and I am sure you will 
aay, therefore, that the poor are entitled to 
treatment fully as scientific, and fully as 
careful on all ocoasions, as the first noble- 


men in the land. The property is theirs. 
Each man and each woman in those ioatitu- 
tious is entitled to the full benefit arising 
from the entire income, for the property ia 
held in trust for the poor ; it does not belong 
to the governors, but to the poor. < Hear, 
hear, hear.) But yet, under this system, 
would yon credit it when 1 tell you (for there 
are gentlemen present,: 1 presume, who do 
not belong to the profession) r that there ia 
not a resident surgeon in St. Thomaa*a Hos- 
pital— that there is not. a resident surgeon 
in Guy’s Hospital, the income of rite two 
institutions amounting to nearly 90,000/. e 
year 7 But you will reply, “ The surgeons 
reside dose by,” No, they do net One 
of the surgeons of St.Thomas’a resides in 
Bridge Street, Blackfriara, another in Lin- 
coln’s Inn Fields, and the third in Bruton 
Street, Berkeley Square. (Skame, sh t m e.) 
Hence if it so happen that a patient is 
admitted with haemorrhage* or with any 
violent disease, and it ia the M taking-m 
weak ” (laughter) , as it is termed, of the 
surgeon who resides in Benton . Street, 
Berkeley Square, tm time whicbmaat be 
occupied in going fur the surgeon* and the 
time which must he occupied while hois pro- 
ceeding to the hospital, must elapeo before 
the patient can receive any benefit- froaa bis 
attendance, sad is it too much to expeetthat 
death ia sometimes the unfortunate result 
of tlus protracted delay 7 (Hear, hear, , hear.) 
A gentleman on my left has said, that “ Mr. 
Callaway resides within two hundred yards 
of Guy’s Hospital,” but Mr. Callaway baa 
no connexion with St. Thcnsaa’a Hospital, 
and he ia only assistant-surgeon to Guy’s ; 
further, he is left almost without reward for 
his services in the institution, end does not 
consider it to be his duty to remain at boas# 
on account of his hospital functions, except 
at the prescribed hour, ( Hear , hear , beer.) 
Why ia it that a resident surgeon ia not ap- 
pointed 7 Because it does not agree with 
the plan of hospital patronage. The trea- 
surers must have three or four large fami- 
lies distributed in various* directions, thus 
they render themselves most important per- 
sonages. (Hear, hear, hear.) Gentlemen, 
what is the remedy for these fiagrant abuses 1 
What is the remedy for the preeeut dis- 
tracted and degraded state of the profeeeion t 
What ia the effectual and material relief that 
must be obtained 7 I fully concur with the 
committee in the relevanoy and probable 
efficiency of the scheme to be proposed. 
The substance of the projected plan ia aim- 
ply this— that a new College be established, 
to be entitled, if you think right. The Lon- 
don College or Mbdicixb ; that all gen- 
tlemen who are now qualified to pract is e— 
legally qualified to practise — be entitled to 
enter this College, and receives diploma aa 
a Fallow* uponthe puymext* of an small ni*» 
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. as may be consistent with tbe support of the 
institution ( hear , hear ) ; that the officers 
. of tlie institution be elected annually, and 
by tbe voice of the great body of tbe Fellows 
(hear, hear) ; that not only the Council, 
but tbe Passident, be elected by tbe great 
-body of tbe Fellows (hear, hear) ; that the 
' examinations of candidates be conducted 
in public, in tbe presence of tbe fellows, 
of tbe Press,— and of tbe whole community 
(loudeheers ) ; that no extortionate certifi- 
cates be required from esndidstes, so that 

- in this institution, knowledge alone msy be 
.deemed the passport to fame ; that know- 
ledge derived from any quarter, obtained 
from any source, be fully and immediately 
recognised ; hence any gentleman of proper 
age, on putting down bis name for exami- 

- nation, be entitled, at tbe expiration of one 
■tooth from tbe day of making the subscrip- 
tion, to a full examination, if nothing dero- 
gsUMry to bia moral character be elicited in 
tho interim (hear, hear) ; that he be inter- 
rogated with the dead body before him 
(great eheoring) ; that bis examination be 
practical and impartial, and not frivolous and 
vexatious (rtserr) ; that he be examined upon 

■ great and important points embracing tbe 
. whole range of medical soienee, and that it 
bo left to a professional Jury to decide 
whether he shall be admitted or not. 
(Cheers, and hear, hear,) Then, Gentle- 
men, in order to oast aside the absurd dis- 
tinctions which now exist in the profession, 
as to names, such as Physician, Apothecary, 
Surgeon, and Accoucheur — that in this col- 
lege all who receive the diploma of tlie Fel- 
lows be denominated Doctors . ( Loud 

cheers.) Therefore those gentlemen who 
are now in practice, whether as physicians, 
surgeons, or spotheearies, will be entitled 
to the titloof, and bo styled, Doctor npon re- 
ceiving the diploma of this college, which they 
will hare tbe opportunity of obtaining upon 
giving proof that they are legally qualified 

• to .practise in either branch of tbe profes- 
sion. (Cheers.) Further than this, Gentle- 
men, I would propose that there should be 

. an eleemosynary fund established in con- 
.Bexion with this institution to be sup- 

• ported by an income to be derived, in equal 
•portions, from the Fellows at large. This 

fund to be applied to the aupport of tbe dis- 
. tressed widows aod orphans of medical 
practitioners. ( Great cheering for some mi- 
nutes .) A very small sum from each fel- 
low would be ample to relieve thousands 
aod thouasnds of children and lovely women 
from the miseridscansed by the most abject 
poverty. (Hear, hear.) It would be advis- 
able that it should be obligatory on tbe part 
of each fellow to contribute his mite 
(hear, hear) $ it should not be left as a free- 
will offering, but it should be considered 
*0 essential contribution, upholding the 


respectability, dignity, honour, and welfare 
of the whole profession. (Loud cheers.) 
Sack is the scheme for the new London 
Colleoe or Medicine. It will be remarked 
that, in order to render this institution 
effective, lasting, and useful, that an act of 
parliament be procured, but I would say. 
First give the thing a “ local habitation 
and a name ” before you apply for an act of 
parliament. Look at the London Univer- 
sity, it hss no charter, no act of parliament 
(cries of M Hut it will have”) ; yes, it will 
have ; butlaskif there had been no Universi- 
ty, would any body of men , however numerous 
or powerful, be enabled to succeed iu an 
application for s charter 1 The London 
University will receive a charter ; it ia 
working well for the public ; is entitling 
itself to government protection, and will 
receive it. (A ay of u No, it ’s not working 
well”) Be it so ; we will not now contend 
for the well or the ill ; we will not now in- 
quire whether it is working well or ill for 
the public ; all I now demand ia, that we 
determine to possess an institution which 
•hall prove an honour and an ornament to 
the whole medical profession. (Cheers.) It 
may be said by some gentlemen mound me, 
that it is desirable before attempting to es- 
tablish a new college, that we endeavour 
to reform the old one. Gentlemen, I say 
let us have two strings to our how ; let us 
establish a new college, and let us at the 
same time assert our rights in the College 
in Lineoln’s-Inn-Fielda. (Cheers.) Therein 
no reason why we should allow the usurpers 
to sleep quietly on their beds of monopoly ; 
no reason on earth why we should allow 
them to repose in peace upon their couches 
of iniquity. (Hear, hear.) We should pro- 
ceed therefore firmly to prosecute our rights 
in Lincoln's- Inn-Fields, and at tbe same 
time let us establish a new college, for it is 
only by means of such an institution that 
you can break down the discrepancies which 
disturb and disgrace our profession. (Hear, 
hear.) ’■ Why is 'a man of pre-eminent sur- 
gical knowledge and abilities — why is he to 
be defeated in bis pursuits by a person who 
may be infini telybis inferior in talent and edu- 
cation, merely because his opponent happen 
to enjoy the title of Doctor 1 If he be an apo- 
thecary and qualified to practise his profes- 
sion, why is Jie to be crippled by any other 
men because of his title ? Therefore, I say, 
in order to unite the whole profession, in 
order to dissipate the jealousies which are 
tearing and destroying the best feelings in 
our profession, and tarnishing its just fame, 
let us all combine and work together for the 
attainment of one great and good end. 
(Cheers, and Hear, hear.) Gentlemen, in 
conclusion, I implore 'you to raise your 
voices in favour of the new college. ( Hear, 
hear.) I beseech you if you have reflected 
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on the subject— I beseech you if you value 
your services— I in treat you if you love hu- 
man nature — I urge you if you will protect 
the human race — I implore you if you would 
defend the inmates of our hospitals from 
eruel experimentalists — if you weuM see the 
wrongs of the poor redressed, I implore you 
to exert every power of which you are 
masters, and come forward heart and hand in 
support of a new London College of Medi- 
cine (hear, hear , heat ) — a college calculated 
to destroy envy and to annihilate monopoly 
( cheers ) — a oollege where the whole voice 
of the profession will be freely heard, where 
no interest, except the interest of worth and 
talent, can have sway. ( Great cheering.) 
Gentlemen, you are a greet, a powerful, and 
a learned body ; the whole world is in- 
debted to ni. d.cal science, and there are no 
men in the universe who are so competent 
to understand the intricacies of human na- 
ture, so competent to the investigation of 
the powers of the human mind, as hiedical 
men. (H ear, hear.) We regulate the course 
oflife, and we fearlessly grapple with death. 
(Hear, heerr.) The hopes of thousands hang 
upon our exertions. The hopes of millions 
rest npon the knowledge which we acquire 
in early life. (Hear, hear.) Recollect liow 
the kind husband— the affectionate wife, 
efteh rush to you in the wildness of despair 
imploring your skilful aid— seeking your 
protection in a moment, perhaps, when they 
expect that within one short hour every- 
thing joyous, unless your efforts succeed, 
will be torn from their grasp for ever. 
(Loud cheers.) A profession like this, 
Gentlemen, is deserving of all the sup- 
port which men of learning and ability can 
bestow upon it (hear, Altar, hear) ; there- 
fore, I say, let no more jealousies, no more 
discords, find a place amongst us ; hut let 
us all come forward with one accord, united 
by one irresistible determination to establish 
a glorious college — a temple raised in ho- 
nour of medical science, and to the fatneof its 
votaries — a temple erected before the shrine 
of Charity — a beautiful Monument, founded 
upon the adamantine pillars of truth. (Loud 
and tong -continued cheering , the gentle- 
men rising in a body and waving their hats 
with peculiar earnestness.) 

The chairman then put the motion, which 
was carried with only one dissentient. 

Mr. King rose to move the next resolu- 
tion, I feel. Gentlemen, that it is no easy 
task to address the meeting immediately 
after so able and so eloquent a speaker as 
the gentleman who has just sat down. Upon 
the resolution I am about to submit to the 
meeting, there maybe adifference of opinion. 
I hope, therefore, that all will think of it well 
before they either approve at disapprove ; 
remembering that I stand here as willing to 
be convinced by the arguments of others, as 


to endeavour to convince others by iny owt. 
The gentleman who last spoke has taken a 
praotioai view of the subject, and with the 
permission of the meeting, therefore, l will 
take rather a different course in the few re- 
marks I shall submit to you. Let me first 
of all inquire then, whether there really 
exists any natural division between the 
practice of sUrgvrv, physic, and the dispens- 
ing of medicine f I think that no man in 
this room will say that there does. For 
example ; the surgeon who takes off a 
limb, ought to be able to prescribe for 
the fever that supervenes upon the am- 
putation. He ought also to be able, in 
case there were no chemist or druggist at 
hand, not only to prescribe, but to send to 
the patient the nccetsaiy medicines ; fer 
surely, unless he possess the ability to per- 
form each office, the amputation ought never 
to have taken place. (CAcers.) Indeed the 
divisions which at preaeot distinguish the 
profession are in every respect detrimental 
to the welfare of our feHow- creatures and the 
advancement of science. For as out insti- 
tutions now exist, medical students are 
obliged to tome to London to devote one 
portion of time in preparation for an exami- 
nation in Lincoln’s- Inn-Fields, and one por- 
tion of time in preparation for examination 
before the Apothecaries' Company ; and if 
-they wish in after life to obtaiu the rank 
which ought to be conferred on iadasiry and 
talent, they are obliged to keep' terms at 
some one of the universities for an immense 
length of time, in order to enable them to 
become Licentiates of the College of Physi- 
cians. In this way an egregious sacrifice of 
time is made to obtain a respeotable rank in 
the profession. I can speak from experience 
to the fact, for I bare beenfor the hut fire 
or six years a teaclmr m anatomy, that the 
moment medical students have the know- 
ledge crammed into them which is necessary 
to obtain one diploma, they expel, it from 
their memories for the purpose of acquiring 
information in another branch which wdl 
enable them to obtain a degree in it; and 
thus, from the division into which the profes- 
sion is branolied out, the greatest evils re- 
sult. (Loud cheers .) [The worthy speaker 
here showed how strongly these facts here 
upon the question of a new medical college, 
embracing in its examinations every depart- 
ment of medicine and sargery, and than 
pointed out the effect of the moaopoliea ex- 
isting under the present injurious system.] 
I myself (said Mr- King) stated to Mr. Bre- 
die on ode occasion, my desire to become a 
candidate for the office of surgeon then va- 
cant in one of our London Hospitals, and 
the reply of Mr. Brodie was, ** Sir, if you 
were a second Hunter, and had not been car 
apprentice , you would' stand no chance of 
getting elected,” (Hear, Aar, emd d k wmt. 
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•tome.) With respect to our present sur- 
gical institution, tone gentlemen may con- 
aider that it would be better to attempt to 
neferm the old one than to erect a new one. 
I am not of tbat opinion. I bare always 
- found it much better and much easier to form 
a good thing at once, than to endeavour to 
make an old and a bad one good ; and I be- 
lieve tbat the present establishment has 
become so corrupt, as to be beyond the reach 
-of improvement or repair. Besides, 1 can- 
not believe that the governing powers of the 
College of Surgeons will ever consent to be 
reformed, since they would not allow even 
their own members (until very lately) to go 
into the theatre of their own College at the 
front door j end since they send for Bow 
Street officers to expel the members from 
their own theatre, ( fjumd cheers and laugh- 
ter.) The number of new institutions that 
are springing up and receiving the sanction 
of the highest authorities and most influen- 
tial personages in the country, it highly 
encouraging to theprojeot for forming a new 
College of Medicine {hear, hear); and I 
think that if it were so formed as to eatitle 
itself to the confidence of the public, the 
present enlightened government would af- 
ford its just protection to it. (Cheers.) In 
such an institution, the examinations of 
medieal students would be conducted as the 
examinations of gentlemen and not of boys. 
The extent -of their knowledge should be 
ascertarined by a conversational, rather than 
a categorical mode of inquiry, such as ts 
now pursued, and b jr which the offensive 
and too often unjust term rejection of a can 
didate , would be entirely obliterated. If a 
little further time were requited for profi- 
ciency in. any particular branch, the student 
might have the department in which he was 
deficient painted oat to him, ia a manner not 
-calculated to hurt his feelings, and threw a 
Mot upon his character for ever. Enter- 
taining these views, I am prepared to exert 
myself to the utmost in the formation of a 
new college, courting no friendship, nor 
going out of the way to attack Any enemy. 
We should solicit support only from the 
public ; and our claim for that support should 
he, that we are steering the re tel forwards 
for the public good. [Briefly advertiag to 
the attacks which the new institution would 
probably meet with from the friends of cor- 
ruption and the enemies of science, the 
Teamed and eloquent speaker concluded by 
moving, amidst the warmest applause, the 
following resolution.] 

** That the establishment of a new medi- 
cal college on principles in accordance with 
the present state of science, presents, at 
the same time, the most practicable means j 
of obtaining a. general and complete reform 
hi the system of medical legislation, is cal- 
valated t* afford -the greatest security to the j 
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public health, and will most effectually in- 
crease the utility, and advance the rank and 
respectability, of the general body of the 
medical profession.” 

Dr. John Epps rose to second the resolu- 
tion. There were two points in it, he said, 
to which the attention of the meeting re- 
quired to be more particularly directed; 
first, whether the present state of the medi- 
cal institutions of this country were suited 
to the advanced state of medical science ; 
and secondly, whether any means could he 
adopted for so remodelling those institutions ' 
as to render them adequate to the existing 
warns of the profession and the public, and 
render a new college unnecessary. After 
giving the subject his best attention, ho had 
himself come to the conclusion, that they 
were altogether uc sorted te the present 
state of knowledge. It was impossible, in 
his opinion, to remedy the defects of the 
present system by any attention in it ; no 
step that could be taken but that of- forming 
a new coHege could be effioieAt ; there wete 
some institutions so bad in principle, that with 
whatever industry the malignant branches 
might be lopped off, the truntt itself was too 
completely cankered in its centre for it over 
to yield any fruit tbat was not poisonous. 
Such was the case with the present College 
of Surgeons. (Cheers.) Where o chi Id a 
stronger proof of tlm truth of this be seen 
than in the case of Mr. Lawrence ! (Hear, 
hear, hear.) He was sorry that the meet- 
in.; had felt it neceaeary to receive that 
Gentleman’s name with the hisses which 
had saluted their ears. Mr. Lawrence was 
a gentleman who had long conducted him- 
self in a manner calculated to merit the 
praises of his countrymen. He seemed to 
have been born ia the very cradle of science 
and liberality ; yet it had been found, pain- 
fully found, that the very instant lie got 
into the pestiieutiel air of the college, in- 
stead of preserving the strength of a giant, 
he had sunk, like Sampson, into Hie lap of 
a Delilah. (Immense cheering.) He (Dr. 
Eppe) could not avoid calling to mind, when 
thinking of Mr. Lawrence., the singular hut 
honest statement of the excellent Lord 
Chancellor respecting the abuses of the 
Court of Chancery. His Lordship said, he 
held it imperative to hasten to the reme- 
dying of those abuses, for though be had 
only been a short month in the court, he . 
felt the mud so clinging to him, that unless 
he exerted himself to the utmost he should 
sink beneath its weight. ( Hear , hear, 
hear.) This unfortunately had been the 
fete of Mr. Lawrence. They must then act 
*for themselves ; and he believed that there 
would scarcely be a medical man in the 
country (thousands of whom were anxiously 
looking for tire result of that meeting) who 
would not afford a sew college w*y snp- 
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port. He thought, with Mr. King, that 
such an institution would speedily ensure 
the confidence of the public and the hearty 
and ]>owerful protection of the legislature, 
the great principle inducing to its erection 
being the good of the community, a princi- 
ple which none could possibly gainsay. 
(Cheers.) He should conclude by seconding 
the resolution. 

Mr. Sleigh rose before the motion was 
put to the meeting by the chairman, to make 
some observations prefatory to an amend- 
ment which he intended to move. I should 
not, he said, have intruded myself this 
evening had it not been that these are times 
when all private feeling most be sacrificed to 
public good, aud wheu it behoves all men to 
come forward boldly and speak their senti- 
ments, or silence itself becomes a crime. 
(Cheers.) I beg leave thus early and thus 
publicly to express my opinion, first, upon 
that wretched institution in Lincoln's-lun- 
Fields ; secondly, on the disgraceful outrage 
which was •ommitted there on Tuesday 
against the members at large, of which I 
was an eye-witnesa ; and, thirdly, I wish to 
do an act of justice to several hundred per- 
sons who long ago came forward and united 
themselves with roe to do that for which this 
meeting has now assembled. As regards 
the wretched establishment called the Royal 
College of Surgeons io London, I have ever 
entertained but one opinion ; namely, that 
its constitution is equally repugnant to 
every principle of justice and to the whole 
British nation (hear, hear); but I think 
that the system of self-election in that Col- 
lege is the ground-work of all the evils which 
have given rise to solnany complaints against 
it, — a system indeed which originates so 
pestilential an effluvia, that it is capable 
of contaminating the noblest mind ; and I do 
not hesitate to declare that no man is firm, 
virtuous, and independent enough to resist 
its effects, and avoid serving his own inte- 
rests instead of those of his fellows, if the 
opportunity be afforded him of doing so. 
(Cries of “ No, no ,” — “ Hdvt dare you say 
so ?”) 'There is, Sir, one great 7 abuse which 
has not been noticed during the evening, that 
the Council make laws for the government 
both of themselves and. the members, while 
the members have no voice whatever in 
their enactment. The Council also take 
the money of the members, but they never 
render to them any accouut of it. Accord- 
ing to a rough calculation I have had made, 
independent of fines and fees which they 
must have received, their receipts, since 
1800, must have amounted to at least 
20,000/. a year. On the next point, the 
late outrage committed by them in the the- 
atre, words are inadequate to express my 
disgust at that unprofessional, that uncon- 
stitutional, that unmanly attack. (Loud 


cheers .) It was not only an assault upon 
the gentleman who was dragged like a felon 
from bis seat, but it was the grossest insult 
that was ever offered to the members of the 
College at large. (Hem*, hear , hear*) 
Hqw glaring a specimen of English 4 man- 
ners and conduct to hold up to civilised Eu- 
rope, that policemen were brought in by 
tlie President and Council to turn the mem- 
bers of the College of Surgeons out of their 
own theatre, as if they were a set of pick- 
pockets, or the lowest rabble collected to- 
gether. Even had they been characters of 
this stamp, a compliment would but have been 
paid to them by the reading of the riot act 
(hear, hear), before any man had dared to 
touch them. But without even so infamous an 
apology as this for the conduct of the as- 
saulters, the members were rushed upon 
with violence, and expelled from their own 
theatre, vi jet armis , iu the most disgraceful 
manner. (Hear, hear.) I witnessed the whole 
transaction, and I defy any man who regards 
truth to say that the conduct of Mr. Wakley 
on that occasion was in any respect otherwise 
than most manly and spirited, and such as 
was worthy of a Briton. He stood his ground 
as an independent and heroic man, until he 
was forced from it by overpowering weight. 
(Cheers.) Having thus expressed my un- 
equivocal sentiments respecting that most 
disgraceful outrage, 1 shall proceed to my 
third point. Before doing so, however, I 
wish to bring back the recollection of the 
assembly to the meeting that was held in 
1825 or 1826 in the Freemason’s Tavern ; a 
meeting, 1 believe, principally called through 
the instrumentality of Mr. Wakley, and at 
which Mr. Lawrence was in the chair. I 
was present on that occasion, and disap- 
proved of the measures then adopted, be- 
cause I believed that they would fail of suc- 
cess, as the result has showed. Notwith- 
standing this, I should have signed the 
petition that was prepared in pursuance to 
a resolution passed at that meeting, had it 
not been that 1 read in a number of the va- 
luable journal conducted by Mr. Wakley 
(hear, hear, hear), an intimation, — or ra- 
ther a threat, — an intimidation held out to 
compel the profession to ootne forward to 
sign it : it was to this effect, “ A black 
book shall be kept, in whicb the names of 
those shall be entered who do not sign the 
petition.” This threat I despised, and on 
account of it refused to give my signature. 
( Cries of “ Read the passage” and “ Ques- 
tion”) I am coming to the question. I 
have not got the number of The Lancet 
with me, but I can pledge myself to the 
accuracy of my representation. 1 have 
waited for four years to see what the result 
of that meeting would be. The petition 
was presented to Parliament, and the Speak- 
er’s order with regard to it baA been impti- 
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citly obeyed, for on his table has that peti- \ 
tion lain, from the moment at which ic was 
presented, to the present hour. ( Hear and 
laughter .) Believing in the end that the 
only way to get rid of the existing college 
was by the formation of a new one, I drew 
up a prospectus of the principles upon which 
it appeared to me such an institution could 
be and ought to be established. Before 
doing so I waited on many gentlemen, and 
particularly on Mr. Wakley, whom I re- 
garded as the oraole of the feelings of the 
profession, and the powerful advocate of 
medioal independence, and laid before Imn [ 
the prospectus. Mr. Wakley found fault 
with a clause in it, and said that the Attor- 
ney-General would interfere to stop such an 
institution. I begged Mr. Wakley to con- 
sider the subject, and said 1 would wait upon 
him again. Onthe next meeting, Mr. Wakley 
Said, that on further reflection, be thought 
it would do, and he believed that it was 
exactly what Mr. Lawrence had had in 
view some time before. I observed, that in 
my opinion neither Mr. Wakley nor any 
other person had ever heard of Mr. Law- 
rence entertaining auch views. ( Cries of 
“ Question , question”) 

TheCHAiRMAN really thought the speaker 
was digressing from the subject before the 
meeting. 

Mr. Sleigh submitted thst he was not, 
and, with many interruptions, proceeded to 
read from a paper an account of the prin- 
ciples upon which the institution he alluded 
to was proposed to be formed. 

The Chairman trusted that the inter- 
ruptions would cease, though he could not 
see how Mr. Sleigh's course applied to the 
objects of the meeting. 

Mr. Sleigh proceeded. This is the first 
opportunity I have had of askiog Mr. W ak- 
ley, as a man, and 1 expect impartiality 
from him, in die name of those gentlemen 
who came forward to support the institution 
which 1 projected (some of them the most 
respectable in the country), on what ground 
it waa that Mr. Wakley wrote the following 
paragraph respecting it. (Mr. Sleigh here 
read from The Lancet, No. 333, the fol* 
lowing passage) : — “ A document entitled 
' Prospectus of the British College of Sur- 
geons in London,' was published in No. 312 
of this journal. The paper appears to have 
produced no little sensadon in the different 
ranks of the profession, and this to a con- 
siderable distance from die metropolis. The 
inquiries respecting this offset of corruption 
are, in fact, multiplying with such rapidity, 
that we shall feel called upon to notice its 
peculiarities in our next Lancet. Thus 
much we may now aay — that it ia too puny, 
and meagre, to afford shelter to a single up- 
right, intelligent, zealous Su rgical Refor- 
mer. Begotten in dishonour, it must perish 


in disgrace/* The only reason I ever knew 
he gave for this was, that the first meet- 
ing proclaimed to establish the college, 
was announced to be a public one ; but 
surely a more satisfactory reason for ob- 
jecting to it could be assigned, and it is 
absurd that.a new institution, such as is 
now proposed to this meedng, should be 
commenced when one, in all respects tbe 
same, called •* The British College of Sur- 
geons in London," is already in existence. 
Accordingly I have &n amendment to pro- 
pose to the resolution just offered, whioli, 
with the permission of the chair, I will now 
read 

“ Forasmuch as an institution called 
* The British College of Surgeons in Lon- 
don' was commenced in 1829, the funda- 
mental laws of which, as read at this meet- 
ing, appear to be not onjy perfectly com- 
petent to protect and support the honour 
and independence of the profession, but 
fully adequate to the advancement of science, 
resolved, that an open Committee be now 
appointed to investigate all circumstances 
connected therewith, sod to have a report 
of the tame prepared for another public 
meeting, to be held with as little delay as 
possible." 

Mr. Jones seconded the smendment. 

The Chairman. In coming here to pre- 
side on this occasion I did not expect that 
we were to have entered into the subject of 
any controversy that may have occupied the 
columns of The Lancet, or any other work 
{hear, hear), and I submit to you, that if 
we are to go into details of which we have 
just had an example, the night will be no- 
thing like loBg enough for the discussion. 
If I am appealed to, I should aay, that this 
is altogether out of tbe routine of business. 
{Hear, hear , hear,) I feel, however, that 
as a charge has been made against Mr. 
Wakley, he cannot, in justice, be refused 
an opportunity of shortly answering that 
portion of it which is personal, but beyond 
this, if you are to carry your proceedings to 
any -thing like ^termination this evening, 
we cannot possibly go. If you agree with 
me, I shall then submit that Mr. Wakley bo 
allowed a reply to the personal remarks, 
and nothing more, and that then we should 
proceed to the regular business of the 
meeting. ( Cheers,) 

Mr. Wakley then came forward. As s 
public man I am always delighted when an 
attack is made on my conduct in my pre- 
sence, because I can defy any man on earth 
to say, in truth, since I became a public man, 
that 1 have ever adopted any course which 
was intended to serve my private interests, 
or to sacrifice the public good. ( Cheering,) 
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, the first alle- 
gation made against me is this— That I 
threatened, to record, " in s black book,’* 
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the names of these gentlemen who refused 
to sign the Surgeons* Petition, presented to 
tlie House of Commons in 1826. My me- 
mory, I believe, is not a very bad one, but 
1 declare that I do not recollect, in the 
whole course of my life, haring made any 
such declaration, and it is very extraordinary 
if I ever did that, as Mr. Sleigh can pro- 
duce Tub Lancet for one thing, he cannot 
produce it for auotber. ( Cheer s.) I will 
not deny that I may have said their names 
ought to be recorded. (Hear, hear.) I 
say so now ( hear , hear ) ; and 1 should like 
to know if they have done no wrong, why 
they should dislike to have their names 
published. ( Cheers .) W ell then, that charge is 
dismissed from your minds. But l am inclined 
to look with some suspicion on whatever 
statements Mr. Sleigh may make on these 
points, because, Jor some time, we have 
been at issue on the subject of reform. Mr. 
Sleigh came to Lon do u in 1823, when the 
monopolizing by-laws came into operation ; 
and at that time he was frequently with me, 
arguing the neoessity of getting them re- 
moved. I told him to commence lecturing, 
and boldly to defy the College* He tried 
again and again, but could not sueceed; 
and then he came to me with a letter from 
himself, which he wished me to publish 
agaipst the College, and which accordingly 
1 sent to the printer's. This letter was ac- 
tually ia the hauds of the printer, when Mr. 
Sleigh came again to me in great haste to 
prevent the publication of that letter, and 
raid “Be Jasus, Mr. Wakley, they have 
recognised my certificates, and I think J 
had better not publish that letter. I think 
I bad now better lave them alone, and let 
other people fight, for I have got what I 
wanted." (Hear, hear , hear , and Shame , 
shame*) Now with su?h a man as that I 
could not act in matters of reform, nor in- 
deed could any honest man. (Cheers.) 
Mr. Sleigh says that he projected the prin- 
ciples of the institution, which is oalled the 
British College of Surgeons ; but I say that 
the principles of that college were made 
public by myself as . far back os the month 
of May, 1824, when I stated that the mem- 
bers of our College should never rest satis- 
fied until they bad obtained means of repre- 
senting their own body. (Hear, hear.) 
Mr. Sleigh says I stated that the British 
Collage was “ founded in dishonour, and 
would perish in disgrace." I say it was 
founded in dishonour — at least in my opi- 
nion, and I will tell you why. A prospectus 
for this College was published by Mr. 
Sleigh, and at the end of it there were two 
notes, — one of them stating that a meeting 
would be held at a certain place in Leices- 
ter Square, at which meeting no gentleman 
should attend who was not favourable to 
the establishment of the college, thus gag- 


ging the mouth ofevSry man who might 
eater the building. At that meeting cer- 
tain resolutions were to be agreed to, which 
resolutions were to be submitted to a gene- 
ral meeting. Now, will you believe it, — 
and I am astonished at the audacity of Mr. 
Sleigh, 1 am astonished that he, or auy man 
under such ciroumstanoes, should come 
forward and make a charge against one 
who was acting ia the open and fair dis- 
charge of his duty, l am surprised at the 
astounding brass (loud eheers) which ena- 
bled Mr. Sleigh to come forward on this 
occasion, — Gentlemen, attend to the fact I 
am about to state to you, — let Mr. Sleigh’s 
friends attend to me,— at the firs* meet- 
ing, no person was to attend who was not 
favourable to the proposition ! therefore no, 
gentleman, however unfavourable to such 
an institution, was to have an opportunity 
of speaking, because, as it was said in the 
second note attached to the prospectus, the 
resolutions then proposed would be submit- 
ted to a subsequent general meeting, at 
which they might be fully discussed — aU- 
though. (will you believe it 1) it was imme- 
diately afterwards advertised, that those, 
resolutions had been passed at a general 
meeting , and. that the college “ Was esta- 
blished” (Hear, hear, and Shame,, 
shame,) — no public discussion upon then 
having ever been permitted from that hour 
to this — no man having bad an opportunity 
of offering a single objection to them l lhn 
child was reared, as Mr. Sleigh perhaps 
thought it ought to be reared, and behold 
its fate l (Hear, hear, hear.) I ask you, 
whether I was not correct in saying that 
such an institution was founded in dis- 
honour! (Cries of Yes, yes ") , and whe- 
ther I was not equally correct in predicting 
its ultimate- end — that it would perish in 
disgrace— for in disgrace it has perished 1 
(Very great cheering .) 

The Chairman If the mover and se- 
conder of this amendment wish it to be put# 
£ shall now do so ; but I am anxious to ob- 
serve, that I hope our time will not further 
be taken up with discussions that have long 
passed. 

Mr. Sliioh intimated Ins wish that thd 
amendment should be persisted in. 

The amendment was then put aad unani- 
mously rejected, the meeting evincing strong 
marks of disapprobation at the motion, and 
carrying the original resolution by acclama- 
tion^ . 

Mr. Georg* Walker rose to move the 
third resolution. He was satisfied, he said, 
that nothing could meet the exigencies of 
the profession short of a new college, and 
he hoped there would be no lack of energy 
in the great body of the profession, in co- 
operating with himself and others for ita 
immediate formation (Cheers.) As an 
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timo wm to be lost, be would immediately 
more the following resolution : — 

“ That a committee of fire, with power 
to Increase their number to twelre, be ap- 
pointed to examine deliberately iato the 
beat plan for the formation of a new insti- 
tution. That this Committee do frame a 
code of laws and regulations for its general 
government and operations, and that they 
be required to report minutely on its several 
details to a general meeting, to be held 
within six weeks from the present day. 
Further, that no resolution shall be adopt- 
ed by the Committee, unless it have re- 
ceived the sanction of two- thirds of its 
members.” 

Dr. Morion had great satisfaction in se- 
conding ths resolution. He strongly depre- 
cated the system of monopoly which pre- 
vailed in the existing College of Surgeons, 
and cordially approved of all that had been 
stated with regard to it. The new College 
should have bin hearty support. ( Cheer a.) 

Mr. W. Marsden was also deeply con- 
vinced of the necessity which existed for 
removing the grievaaoes of which the mem- 
beis of the Collage of Surgeons so long 
complained. The only doubt with him was, 
as to the mode in which those grievances 
could be best and moat effectually remedied. 
He was inclined to think that a petition to 
the legislature for a reform in the old esta- 
blishment, would be the right course. ( Cries 
of •• It has been unanimously resolved that 
a new College shall be formed.”) He was 
aware of this; at the same time lie thought 
good might be done by going to Parliament 
directly with a petition against the abuses 
in the obi College ; he therefore moved the 
fourth resolution: — 

“ That the Council of the Royal College 
•f Surgeons in London have, by a long and 
continued system of arbitrary oppression 
and vexatious conduct towards the mem- 
bers of the College, assumed a jurisdiction 
which can nevor be constitutionally vested 
in any corporation, and that by the adop- 
tion of by-laws and regulations inconsistent 
with the interests of that institution, and 
the exeroise of repeated acts of authority 
subversive of its objects, they have, in the 
opinion of this meeting, lost the confidence 
of the profession, and justly forfeited theii 
privileges aud charters ; — that a petition be 
therefore presented to the legislature, pray- 
ing the appointment of a Committee to in- 
quire into the conduct of the President and 
Council of the Royal College of Surgeons 
in Louden, in the administration of theii 
duties, and the present state of medical 
knowledge, and to adopt a remedy for the 
abuses which this meeting believes to exis 
in its government and constitution. That 
such petitiou do lie for signatures of mem* 
bars of the College at (Cheers*) 


Mr. W alks a ascended the resolution . 

Mr. Waxlby earnestly recommended 
going to the legislature for relief against 
the abuses of the present College of Sur* 
geons. It seemed to him, that such a course 
was perfectly compstihle with the formation 
of a new College. In the end it might turn- 
out, that so much relief was afforded by 
Parliament with respect to the old College, 
that it might be found expedient to adapt the* 
principles of government intended for the 
new College, to the old College in Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields. 

The Chairman put the resolution, which 
was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Bainbbidgb then moved— 

“ That temporary chambers be taken, and 
a secretary engaged, for tbe accommodation 
and serviee of tbe committee appointed to 
report on the New Medical College which 
was seconded and carried, unanimously. 

The following names were then given in 
by the meeting to form the Committee, and 
unanimously adopted: — Mr. Wakley, Mr- 
King, Mr. WaUer, Ur. Epps, and Ur. 
O’Shaugh^essy. 

Mr. Dermott trusted that all the gen* 
tlemen who should be appointed on the< 
Committee, either then or subsequently, 
would be reformers, anatomioally speaking, 
to tbe backbone. (Jtiear, hear.) 

Mr. Wakley then moved tbe thanks of 
the meeting to their honourable and ta-> 
lented Chairman. He congratulated the 
profession at large that there was such a 
man in the House of Commons, and that that 
man was a surgeon. (Cheers.) If the publia 
could be as fully aware as he was of the great 
worth of their excellent Chairman, of the 
immense benefit he was unobserved ly ren- 
dering to tbe public, they would think with 
him, that if a monument of gold could speak 
more plainly the gratitude which the country 
owed him, than one of marble, he ought to 
have it. (Great cheering .) Of his own 
knowledge, the worthy Chairman was in 
the constant habit of devoting seventeen 
hours out of the twenty- four to the public 
service ; and it was his decided opinion, 
that they owed the reduction of millions 
and million? in the public expenditure solely 
to Mr. Hume. (Immense cheering.) 

Tbe Chairman said, — Gentlemen, I feel 
that I have but inadequately fulfilled the 
duties I undertook when I entered this 
room, (Cries of “ No, no”) With respect 
to the proceediugs of this evening, I have 
long been convinced that great reform is 
necessary. Some years ago I attempted to 
commence, — indeed, I had beg\in t some 
amendment. 1 had somethiug to do with, 
the Bills, the Apothecaries’ Bill particu- 
larly, which have been alluded to ; and I 
then obtaiued an amendment of that Bill, 
while it w«a in tbe tfouae of Commons, 
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which would have answered a great deal of 
what is now ashed for ; but the clause was 
strode out in the House of Lords, and, 
what is extraordinary, without my know- 
ledge. It was an amendment permitting! 
general practitioners to charge for their at- 
tendance. With regard to the College of 
Surgeons, 1 am satisfied that no man can, 
for a moment, consider the subject, and say 
that its government is suited to the circum- 
stances of the present times. ( Hear , hear,) 
Whether the endeavour to. form a new esta- 
blishment will succeed better than an at- 
tempt to reform the old one, is not for me 
to say ; but I am quite satisfied tlio time is 
come when a great reform must take 
place. ( Loud cheers.) It is only necessary 
for those in the profession steadily to per- 
severe , and their objects will be accom- 
plished.- If I were disposed to offer an 
opinion at present, I should be inclined to 
Bay, Let us make a new College of our old 
house. When the subject goes before the 
House of Commons, 1 apprehend you will 
find the object there to be, to avail them- 
selves of any opportunity of reforming the 
old College. At the same time, I should 
think you are acting wisely to have the 
whole field before you, as you can then 
subsequently take what course circum- 
stances may point out to be the best. 
(Hear, hear.) I caq only say that my efforts, 
which are very feeble, shall be perfectly 
at your servioe. I was in the house when 
my friend Mr. Warburton presented the 
Surgeons* Petition. I know that no man 
could have been more anxious than he 
was to proceed with that petition. But he 
found the influence in the house so great 
against it, that so many hon. members had 
been sent to upon it, consulted upon it, and 
had been so much prejudiced and influenced 
against it, that Mr. Warburton, after con- 
sulting with me, abandoned the attempt to 
bring forward a motion founded upon that 
petition, for the appointment of a committee 
to inquire into the abuses of the college. 
He felt that it would be better (and I ad- 
vised him to the same course) to let it drop 
than bring forward a motion which was sure 
to fsil. It is now in our power to take up 
that petition again ; or to present another 
petition, upon which the house will act as 
it may be advised. It would be necessary 
in going to parliament, that you should em- 
body distinctly and clearly all those matters 
of which we have a right to complain re- 
specting the college. I doubt whether it 
would be prudent to include in one petition 
your complaints against both institutions, 
the College and the Apothecaries* Company ; , 
but, whatever is done, take care to make 
your charges distinct and intelligible, so 
that in case of going into a committee, you , 
would be prepared to prove to the house 


all the abuses you may bring before then. 
( Cheers.) I am not aware that there would 
be much expense attendiug this. The in- 
quiry would be a public one, and there is 
only a trifling ''expense attending , such an 
iuquiry beyond the cost of witnesses; and 
I should hope you would have no occasion 
to pay anything for them. Further, the ob- 
ject of this meeting would be best effected, 
by joining to the petition to the house, a 
petition to the Secretary of State for the 
home department, whose business it is to 
attend to these things, and from whose office 
they go into the Hou^e of Commons. It 
would be necessary, also, that you should 
lay a memorial before the Secretary of State, 
to be presented to the First Lord of the 
Treasury ; and in that way your complaints 
will be better brought forward. Then, 
wheu once we have got clear of the great 
question which is now before the house, for 
it will be very important not to advance 
any question of public interest until then, 
and when, I trust, we shall have a reformed 
House of Parliament, I have every confi- 
dence that your complaints will be listened 
to. (Cheers.) But I think that six weeks, 
as stated in one of the resolutions, is rather 
too short a time. The committee will 
doubtless take due time to prepare their 
statements, but I think they bad better 
not press the subject on the Government dll 
the house is prepared to receive it. It 
is well known that the present question 
will engross all our time for some period 
yet ; if it be decided favourably, there will 
be butfittle time Ipst before we go back to 
our petitions, and if pot, I hope that still less 
time will elapse before we are engaged with 
them. (Hear.) If this parliament should be 
dissolved, and I should be a humble member 
of the House when the next parliament as- 
sembles, I should certainly be glad to ren- 
der every assistance to you that may be it 
my power. I certainly feel it n duty to- 
wards those in the same profession ns my- 
self to do every-thing I can to place them 
in the honourable and respectable condition 
which their very important situation in life 
demands. (Loud cheers.) With regard to 
the naval surgeons, 1 assure you that the 
moment I heard of what I shall cell * 
shameful insult to that branch of the pro- 
fession ; when I heard of the stigma which 
had been thrown upon them, I felt it my 
duty instantly to complain of it, and to 
upon the first Lord of the Admiralty to ex- 
plain how it had occurred (repeated cheers')* 
and I trust there is reason to expect that the 
stigma will be removed. It of coarse rests 
with his Majesty, but then he acts by his 
advisers, and I hope that the result of the 
public feeling whicii has been expressed oa 
the subject, will be to place the surgeons 
and assistant surgeons of the navy in the 
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atrtifb which they ought to occupy. It is I 
impossible to suppose that bis MsjeptyV 
nary will be supplied in future with men of ; 
talent and respectability, if they are to be 
thus degraded. {Hear, hear.) I may only 
further say, tbit 1 know a navy surgeon on 
half ' pay, who, when be was informed that 
be could not attend the levee in conae* 
quence of that office, directed his name to 
be struck off the list, when he became at 
liberty to attend immediately. {Hear, hear.) 
Therefore, I should hope while you are at- 
tempting to remedy some of your griev- 
ances, that some means will be taken to 
lay before the government the sense you 
entertain of the stigiha that has been cast 
upon the naval surgeons. 1 now thank you, 
Gentlemen, for the manner in which you have 
been pleased to receive the motion that has 
just been made, and to assure you 1 shall 
to the latest period of my life appreciate ic. 
(The hon. chairman then left the room, at- 
tended by the committee and several of the 
gentlemen, amidst the loudest acclama- 
tions.) 


the lancet. 

London, Saturday, Marth 16, 1831. 

A runt report of the proceedings of the 
Meeting held at the Crown and Aneber on 
Wednesday evening, the 8th of March, will 
be found in our present Number, and, we 
doubt not that the detail will receive that 
attention from the members of the profession 
which the vast importance of the subject so 
Strongly demands. Without energy and 
co-operation, it will be impossible to suc- 
ceed in thia great undertaking for ’establish- 
ing a. new College of Medicine; but. with 
aaal and co-operation on the part of 'the 
great body of medical practitioners, it will 
he impossible to fail. As the multifarious 
professional abuses are explained aomubh 
at length in the addresses of the various 
speakers, we shall not dwell upon them 
< in this place, merely contenting ourselves 
with. requesting that medical gentlemen in 
every part of the kingdom* will .not only 
• apply* their minds to a comprehausiye view 
of the whole aubjsQt> bat take tbe eHlitet 

No, 395. 


opportunity e£ enhwne jesting * the tm* 

mittee their candid unbiassed opinions. 

The following propositions embrace the 
chief principles by which it is intended that 
the new College should be governed. Thy 
propositions are here placed in detyche^ 
parts * unencumbered by comments $ and 
for the convenience of reference, esch para- 
graph is numbered, ad that correspondents 
m their letters will only have to refet td 
Par. 1, 2, 3, 4, fee. in order to be fully under- 
stood. Up to the present hour, the scheme 
has received, so far as we can learn, thp 
unanimous approval of the profession. The 
feeling in its favour is, indeed, of so ‘deter- 
mined a character, that a complete and 
glorious triumph will be the certain reward 
of the zealous and Bincere medical re- 
formers. 

jcninac nr government ren TMk 

LONDON COLLEGE OP MEDICIN& 

1. Atl medical gentlemen now legally 
qualified to practise in either branch of the 
profession 6hall be deemed eligible candi- 
dates, without examination, for the Diplo- 
mas of the London College or Medi- 
cines 

' 2. The possessors of the Diplomas to bfi 
denominated Fellows, and to be entitled, 
both in and ont of the College, to the title of 
Doctor. 

3. The College to be governed by a Pre- 
sident nod Council, who are to he elected 
aonn&Uy by the Fellows in general convo- 
cation. . 

44 During the first year the Diploma 
from any University or College of Phyai- 
oiana or Surgeons, shall be deemed a suf- 
ficient qualification to entitle the Candidate 
to the Diploma of this Collage. But die 
Diplomas of theLoNlON College of Sur- 
geons, dated subsequently to Tuesday the 
8th of March, the day cm which the. infa- 
mous assault was committed on the Mem- 
bers, will not be received. 

5. The examination of Candidates to take 
place in eublic, and . to he 90 noted by the 
President, a Court of Ex a min ere* and a 
Medical ^ .Cjwdjdaty he 

SK 
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mined, in anatomy «nd surgery, on the. 
dead body. 

6. Candidates will not be required to pro* 
duce any Certificates whatsoever, as 
competency to undergo a fair and search- 
ing practical examination, will be consi- 
dered the only professional qualification 
necessary for the attainment of the Di- 
ploma. 

7 • All Candidates to undergo a general ex- 
amination in Anatomy, Physiology , Patho- 
logy , Surgery , Midwifery, Practice of Me- 
dicine, Materia Medico, and Chemistry . 
They will be required, also, to furnish short 
translations from the Greek and Latin , and, 
probably, from the French and German lan- 
guages. Whatever may be the determina- 
tion of Candidates with regard to the line of 
practice which they may pursue after they 
have obtained the Diploma — that is, whether 
they confine themselves to medicine, sur- 
gery, or midwifery, — it will not be admitted 
by the Court of Examinbrs and the Jury 
that there ought to he any distinctions in 
medical education . 

8. The Fellows will be at liberty to 
practise in any branch of medical science ; 
hut public security will demand that the 
Candidates display a competent knowledge 
of the elements of the whole. 

9. The sum to be charged for the Diploma 
will be the lowest that can be named, con- 
sistent with the maintenance and utility of 
the College. 

10. It is intended that the act of incor- 
poration shall concede to the President, 
Council, and Fellows of this College, as- 
sembled in general convocation, the right to 
elect the medical officers of the great char- 
tered Hospitals ; their choice, however, 
to be subject to the approval of the First 
Lord of the Treasury. The authorities of 
the College to be further empowered to re- 
move such officers, in case of incompetence 
or neglect of duty. 

11. A collegiate eleemosynary fund 
to be instituted for the support of the widows 
and orphans of Fellows who may be so 
unfortunate as to leave them unprovided 
for ; and also to render assistance, in cases of 
absolute necessity, to any of the Fellows 
themselves who may be reduced to distress 
by circumstances over which they may have 
no control ; inch claims not to be enter-* 


tainted' unless supported by testimonials of 
high moral character. 

12. The eleemosynary collegiate fund 
to be established and maintained by life, or 
annual, contributions from the whole of the 
Fellows; and the payments to be regu- 
lated by the Fellows at the annual colle- 
giate convocations . 


The Council of the College in Lincoln's 
Inn Fields are, we understand, propagating 
a report, that they announced to the Editor 
of this Journal, previous to the 8th instant, 
that the order for excluding naval surgeons 
from the King’s levees was rescinded. It 
is scarcely necessary for us to say, that 
there is not one word of truth in this report; 
the entire statement is wholly and unequi- 
vocally false. The Editor of this Journal 
has received no direct communication what- 
ever from the College, with the exception 
of two printed circulars relating to the post- 
ponement of the lectures ; and no commu- 
nication indirectly, except the statement 
published in the note from Mr. King, that 
the Council could not act upon the resolu- 
tions, in consequence of the “ irregularity ” 
of the proceedings. If any other communica- 
tion were intended for the Editor, the Col- 
lege could not have employed a trustworthy 
messenger. But the whole report is a mere 
trick— a subterfuge— a mean and contemp- 
tible manoeuvre, resorted to with a view to 
deceive the members of the College, and to 
impose upon the public. Failing to dis- 
cover any, the least, just apology for their 
infamous and ruffianlike conduct on the 
8th inst., they have not hesitated to resort 
to falsehood, and to endeavour, by giving 
circulation to misrepresentations, to make 
the profession believe that the interference 
on behalf of the naval surgeons on the 8th 
inst. was uncalled-for,—' " because,” say this 
contemptible junto, “ We had sent to Mr. 
Wakley before that day, to tell him that 
the obnoxious order tea# rescinded.” The 
immediate tool* of the Council might have 
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believed this statement. The toad-eaters 
of the Council might have affected to be- 
lieve it, even in opposition to the moat un- 
qualified contradiction from ourselves ; but 
the manly integrity of the Lord Chamber- 
lain baa set the question at rest. On the 
very day that the deputation of members 
waited upon his Grace the Duke of Devon- 
shire, his Grace communicated the com- 
mands of his Majesty to the Lords of the 
Admiralty, and the oircular,* which was 
immediately transmitted from the Admiralty 
to the naval surgeons, bears date the 17 th 
inst.— the very day, as we have already 
stated, on which the deputation waited on 
the Lord Chamberlain, and on which his 
Grace communicated his Majesty’s com- 
mands to the Lords of the Admiralty. After 
this plain statement of facts, the Council, 
with all their impudent audacity, will 
scarcely be foolish enough to repeat the 
falsehood which they have invented in 
order to extricate themselves from a portion 
of their difficulties. 

We congratulate the members of the Col- 
lege with feelings of the most heartfelt 
aatisfhction on the victory they have gained 
over injustice and oppression on behalf oi 
the surgeons and assistant-surgeons of his 
Majesty's navy, who, on their parts, will 
ever recollect with sentiments of the deep- 
est esteem and respect, the disinterested 
and generous exertions of the members of 
the London College, of Surgeons. They will 
also remember, that when the resolutions 
adopted at the College were laid before the 
Duke of Devonshire, the noble Duke, — 
acting, too, pn behalf of his sovereign, did 
not, like the dirty and miserable Council in 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, refuse to act upon 
them, on account of the “ irregularity” of 
the proceedings. His Majesty andtheDuke 
of Devonshire were ready and willing to 
act upon the resolutions ; but the meeting at 
whioh they wei;e agreed to, was too “ irre- 

• A copy of the circular will be found at page 
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guhr” to suit the wall-siranged aad noble 
minds of the self-perpetuating junto in Lin* 
coin’s Inn Fields. 


An action has been instituted by Mr 
Wakley against the Bow Street Offioera 
for the assault committed on him on the 8th 
inst. in the theatre of the College of Sur- 
geons. 

Often have we had occasion to express 
our unqualified disapproval of the conduot of 
the Apothecaries’ Company ; but the wor- 
shipful old ladies have now far outstepped 
all their previous efforts in the infamous 
work of monopoly and oppression. They 
have opened their pest-house upon the 
members of the College of Surgeons. The 
Apothecaries’ Act, as we have repeatedly 
shown, is, without exception, the most 
irrational measure that ever received the 
sanction of the legislature. Its provisions 
reach the very summit of absurdity. We 
have neither space nor time on this occasion 
to go into a full description of particulars, 
but the Worshipful Company, after main- 
taining a pausing attitude for sixteen years, 
his at last made a direct blow at the mem- 
bers of the College in Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
and, — it has been stated by one of the Com- 
pany’s agents, — with the express ap- 
proval of the Council op that Col- 
lege. A member of the College, Mr. Ryan, 
having settled as a surgeon at a village in 
Farningham, in Kent, prescribed and dis- 
pensed medicines for his patients. This the 
worshipAil dealers in asafaetida considered 
to be an infringement upon their “ Act,” 
and, accordingly, proceedings were com- 
menced against Mr. Ryan, and the cause 
was tried at Maidstone on the 17th inst., 
when, after a trial of many hours’ duration, 
a verdict was returned for the plaintiff on 
one count only; and the jury, consisting, 
apparently, of very intelligent gentlemen, 
expressly stated that they gave their verdict 
in consequence of Mr. Justice Bayley’s 
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definition of the !iw. The ctie which the 
judge end jury decided to be medical, — as 
strictly medical,— waa one ofttYDROTHORAX ! 

We shall return to this subject in our 
nisi Number, aid, in the mean time, we 
hope that a report of the trial will be in the 
hands of the profession, as a short-hand 
writer was employed, and we' believe it 
is Mr. Ryan’s intention to publish a full 
account of the proceedings. We cannot, 
however; avoid stating, that a case of more 
marked cruelty was never brought into a 
court of justice. .Mr. Ryan had treated 
the whole of his patients with the greatest 
skill ; he was proved to be a man of sound 
ability ; it was proved that be was a mem- 
ber of the College ; that he had served a 
Seven yean* apprenticeship under the Apo- 
thecaries’ Company in Dublin ; that he 
had attended lectures and hospital practice 
in London ; that he had been in the highest 
degree successful as a medical - man ; and 
yet this detestable, monopolizing, trading 
company, prosecuted him for visiting* pre- 
scribing, and dispensing, in medical cases. 

The company did not dare even to at- 
tempt to produce proof of ignorance against 
Sir. Ryan. Indeed, he had cured aft his 
patients (with the exception of one, whom 
lie saw but twice), and that too, in many^ 
instances, where other practitioners had ] 
failed to afford relief. The verdict, of 
Coarse, is not only opposed to every prin- 
ciple of justice, to every dictate of common 
sense, but it is contrary to law, and must 
be set aside on a new trial. But tbe ex- 
pense, tbe ruinous expense, to Mr. Ryan ! 
How is a gentleman who is only just em- 
barked in business, with pockets almost 
emptied by the expenses of a protracted 
medical education, to maintain bis ground 
against the enormous funds of a city corpo- 
ration 1 We cannot believe, however, that 
the generous and spirited members of the 
medical profession will stand quietly by, 
and see such a man as Mr. Ryan, a Mem- 
bet of the college, crashed by suob detest- 


able and infamous machinery as the Apo- 
thecaries’ Company have set in motioh. The 
iniquities which mark this transaction will 
sorely stimulate medical practitioners of 
all denominations to support, by every 
means in their power, a new College of 
Medicine. 


NAVAL SURGEONS. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — A llow me in the first plaee to thank 
you most sincerely for the kind and prompt 
manner in which you inserted my letter of 
the 22d January last, relative to the ob- 
noxious order excluding us from tbe King's 
levees ; and secondly, on the part of myself 
and the medical officers of tbe Navy, to 
express Ourheartfelt gratitude to you, to those 
who have acted more immediately with you, 
and to the members of the college gene- 
rally, for the manner in which you and they 
have stood forward to vindicate the honours, 
the dignity, and the respectability, of tbe 
medical profession. Believe me, my dear 
Sir, the medical officers of the Navy owe 
you all a debt of gratitude that will not 
easily be forgotten, and I hope yet to give 
you some substantial proof of it. In order 
that you may see the different manner fat 
which the Duke of Devonshire was pleased 
to convey his Majesty’s sentiments in re- 
scinding the orders, and that in which the 
Admiralty have thought proper to ooasma- 
nicate to the service, I enclose yon their 
circular. Thai was gracious, this ungra- 
cious — it speaks for itself. Allow me to 
observe, that tbe surgeons of, the Royal 
Navy, though necessarily silent during die 
struggle, have not felt the less intensely; 
with many of them, their : br.ira are wax- 
ing grey (my own among the number), and 
they can ill afford to lose their hard-earned 
pittance. . It would gratify me to see this 
inserted anonymously in the Lancet, to 
prove to the medical world, that the surgeons 
and assistant surgeons of the Navy are not 
indifferent to the exertions made by their 
brethren in their behalf. 

Believe me, Sir, 

Very gratefully and truly yours. 

I March 20, 1830. 

“ Memorandum. 

“ Admiralty Office, March 17, 1831. 

“ His Majesty has been graciously pleased 
to rescind the Memorandum of the 2nd De- 
cember last, and to direct tjbmt any Naval 
Officer, not being a Commissioned Offices, 
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who may with to attend his Majesty's 
Levees, shall be presented only by one of 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

9t G BOR OB ELLIOT.” 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — Haring seen in The Lancet of 
last week that his Majesty has rescinded 
the order issued from the Admiralty pro- 
hibiting naval surgeons and assistant sur- 
geons from appearing at the levees, and 
also that his Majesty has declared, through 
the Lord Chamberlain, that he entertains 
every kind feeling towards those gentlemen, 
I wish you to inform me, if you can, how 
long these kind sentiments have been felt ; 
because, when his Majesty held the office 
of Lord High Admiral, he not only refused 
to see any medical officer on sending up his 
card at the Admiralty, but ordered that 
none should be admitted to an interview. 
It must, therefore, be acknowledged by 
every one, that the surgeons and assistant 
surgeons of the royal navy are entirely in- 
debted to your powerful aid for the removal 
of this degrading order, thereby entitling 
you to fresh claims on their gratitude, and 
thfft of the profession at large. I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

A, C. Hi 

March 93d, 1831, 


EFFECTS OF THE APOTHECARIES* ACT. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir,— I beg leave to call your attention 
to the law case, at the Maidstone assises, 

The Apothecaries Company ». Ryan \ ' 
by the decision of which, it appears, that a 
Member of the College of Surgeons cannot 
legally dispense medicines to his own pa- 
tients, although he make no specific charge 
for them, unless he be also an admitted 
apothecary. 

According to this construction of the Act 
“For better Regulating the Pructice of 
Apothecaries,” the surgeon of a liiie-of-bat- 
tle ship, who may have been for years en- 
trusted to dispense medicine to hundreds of 
our brave tars, is not deemed competent 
to minister to the clodpoles of the smallest 
village, unless he shall have previously ob- 
tained a certificate from the Court of Exa- 
miners of the Apothecaries* Company, *< of 
his fitness and Qualifications to practise as 
an apothecary.'* 

Now, Sir, the regulations of the Apotbe 
caries* Company require, “ that eyery can 


tidssbip of mot loss them five yestrs co an 
apothecary;” and of these, three must 
have been actually passed in compounding 
drugs, two only being allowed for the ac- 
quisition of surgical and medical science. 
Against this regulation, it is of no svsil 
that the candidate may have devoted five 
years to attendance upon hospitals, lectures, 
Snd dissections ; that be may have passed 
his examination as a regular surgeon ; end 
that he may have acquired a competent 
knowledge of medicine : he must also have 
t>een apprenticed to an apothecary. 

There can be no doubt that the regulation. 
Which ie calculated to throw a monopoly of 
pH the country practice into the hands of the 
members of the Apothecaries* Company, 
was not contemplated by the legislature ; 
for its direct tendency is, to compel every 
young man whose views are directed to that 
line, to devote the greater part of the time 
allotted to his studies, to the mere business 
of an apothecary, instead of the more import 
tent profession of a surgeon; and thus, 
eventually, to degrade the one to the level 
pf the oilier* 

It is no doubt proper, that every person who 
dispenses medicines, should prove that he 
possesses e competent knowledge of their 
properties ; end, so far m regards apothe* 
caries who keep open shops, the appren 
ticeship ia only a needful safeguard to the 
public ; but it is absurd to suppose that any 
regularly-qualified surgeon can be ignorant 
of the nature of the drugs which he admi- 
nisters to his own patients, and in bis ease 
it should be dispensed with* The subject 
fs of great importance, and a notice of ft in 
your widely-circulated columns, will confer 
pa obligation on many a regularly-educated 
member of the profession, as well as on. 

Sir, your obedient servant, 

A Student of St. George’s. 

SL George’s Hospital, 23rd March. 


GROSS ILLIBERALLY OF 

THE LONDON COLLEGE OF 
PHYSICIANS. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — From the very impartial mannerTn 
which your periodical is conducted, from 
the valuable information it contains, and 
from the public spirit displayed by yourself 
on many occasions, I think it becomes 
every member of the medical profession to 
. 7^ cannot be denied. 


j,. . - ’ ; * 4 . c , - j give you his support. bumwi, uminvi, 

didate for such certificate, shall produce even bv your bitterest enemies, that num- 
testimomals of having served qu appreu- berless abuses have by its means been brought 
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to tight, and many of them rectified, although 
much still remains to be done. 

In your last week’s number, a correspon- 
dent who addresses you and signs himself 
“ A Licentiate,” speaks but too justly of 
the privations he endures as a member of 
the College of Physicians of London. It is 
really too bad that Licentiates should not be 
allowed the use of the library, access to the 
museum, and the right of attending medical 
discussions, without, as he truly observes, 
f1 laying himself under a personal obliga- 
tion to any fellow who may be elected a li- 
brarian or curator of the museum.” 

It has been my good fortune to travel a 
good deal on the Continent of Europe, vi- 
siting the principal universities and schools 
of learning ; and I do not remember a sin- 
gle instance where, upon making myself 
known as a physician, every opportunity 
was not afforded me of procuring medical 
information ; and I do not remember an in- 
stance where every resident physician had 
not only free access to the library, &c. 
himself, but also the privilege of intro- 
ducing any medical friend. 1 might quote 
Paris, Berlin, Vienna, Bologna, Padua, 
Pavia, Pisa, &c. &c. as examples. 

But how differently is an English Licen- 
tiate circumstanced in his own country ! 
Not only is he deprived of the power of in- 
troducing any foreigner of the profession he 
may accidentally meet, and who formerly 
mav have done the same kind office for him 
abroad, but he is not even allowed to attend 

sicians without a special invitation fromtiie 
President and Fellows ; and as to the li- 
brary or the museum, their doors are only 
to be opened for him through the courtesy 
of the curator or librarian. 

Perhaps it is as well that many of the 
medical papers, under the existing regu- 
lations, should only be read, and that as 
quickly as possible, as really some of them 
are “ beneath contempt.” 1 conceive that 
it would be greatly to the advantage of the 
London College of Physicians to use every 
means of diffusing medical information 
among its members ; yet, how can this be 
done under the present system 1 Of how 
many thousands of pounds does it not annu- 
ally deprive our country 'l The large sums 
that are necessary for a finished medical 
education must be expended abroad, not 
because we have not ample means at home 
to furnish every medical instruction, but 
because those means are not put to a proper 
purpose. 

I am, Mr. Editor, 

Your humble servant, 
March 15th, 1831 * M. D. 


I ASSOCIATIONS OF MEDICAL 
PRACTITIONERS. 

NEWCASTLE AND GATESHEAD SOCIETY. 

To the Editor of The Lancet. 

Sir, — Although the late appearance in 
The Lancet of my letter of the 23d January 
naturally gave rise to some surprise, I am 
nevertheless satisfied with your explanation 
of the cause of it ; nor do I doubt your de- 
sire to treat the subject with the candour 
and impartiality which every subject con- 
nected with the welfare and respectability 
of the profession merits. You have my best 
thanks, then, for your declaration that your 
pages shall be open for the full discussion of 
the question. But that this discussion may 
be carried on with success it is necessary to 
obtain a clear idea of what the question 
really is ; and although your remarks carry 
with them an appearance of candour and 
moderation which I have no doubt waa the 
spirit in which they were written, yet I 
must think that somehow or other you have 
overlooked the main principle on which the 
association here has been founded, and have 
confined your observations to what may be 
called the second link in the chain of its 
proceedings, the table of fees. Whether or 
not the adoption of this table may be the 
wisest and best method of bringing into ope- 
ration the principle referred to, may be de- 
termined afterwards, and in due time I shall 
be prepared to defend it as a useful practical 
guide, neither too vague to prevent its being 
applied to nearly every case that can occur 
in ordinary practice, nor too precise to pre- 
clude its adaptation to cases of more rare 
occurrence. It neither aims at regulating 
“ the ideas of the practitioner, the reputa- 
tion of the practitioner, nor the pecuniary 
capabilities of the patient,” but on the con- 
trary, by suggesting a maximum and mini- 
mum only, it is so constructed as to leave 
room enough for its own regulation accord- 
ing to all these considerations. 

But setting aside this document for the 
present, I shall endeavour to place in as 
clear a light as I can the real question for 
discussion, which, it appears to me, is of 
much moment for the profession to settle in. 
a satisfactory manner. It arises out of a 
sound maxim in political economy, which is 
both very old and of great authority ; and 
which iu particular reference to its present 
application has been recognised by an En- 
glish jury, and confirmed by a judge in an 
English court of justice : — “ The labourer 
is worthy of his hire.” — I need scarcely 
refer you to the case of Handey versus 
Henson. I shall propose the question iu 
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the follo#»g tenhs Shill the general 
practitioner be contented to receive hit hire 
. as heretofore, in the shape of an undue, an 
uncertain, and an unequal profit on the 
comparatively worthless substances which 
are compounded together in bis prescript 
tions, thus submitting, at the least , to the 
imputation of being a very dear trader , in- 
stewl of pursuing the more open, candid, 
and manly course of telling his patients that 
the real value of his services arises from 
the stores of professional knowledge and 
experience which are treasured in his mind ; 
from his power of discriminating disease 
and deciding upon the appropriate remedies 
for its relief ; that their true character is not 
pharmaceutical but intellectual ; and that 
whatever reward may be bestowed upon 
him for such services must hereafter be 
given and received, without equivocation or 
disguise , on account of its proper equiva- 
lent ?** When the profession shallhave 
given, as 1 trust they soon will do, a unani- 
mous and emphatic negative to this impor- 
tant question, it will then be proper to in- 
quire how far the course pursued by our 
association is the right oue for rescuing 
them from the present uncandid and humi- 
liating system. I cannot but hope that pro- 
fessional gentlemen in various parts of the 
country will take early opportunities of 
making known their feelings and opinions 
on the subject. It is probable that a gene- 
ral determination to act upon this better 
principle would make no material difference 
in the amount of professional emolument. 
In some cases, perhaps, it might be more, 
in others less, in many very nearly what it 
now is ; but in every case it would be a 
strict proportion to the extent of services 
actually rendered. I remain. Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 
T.M.Grbbnhow. 

Newcastle, March 16, 1851. 


nit. Morrison’s “ medicine mo mystery.” 

To the JSditot' of The Lancet. 

Sir,— In The Lamcbt of the 15th of 
January there appears a critique on a work 
of mine, “ Medicine no Mystery, &c.” 
which is chiefly characterized by the per- 
sonal abuse there bestowed on me. 1 shall 
offer no comment on the critique in this re- 
spect; you, no doubt, have consulted the 
taste of your readers in inserting it. But, 
Sir, I have to accuse the writer of the above 
article of an offence of a much graver cha- 
racter, viz. that of having falsified my text 
in the quotations he professes to give from 
my work, either by supplying a word not to 


'8U 

he found therein, and which alters the sig- 
nification of the passage, or by omitting a 
subsequent sentence, which modifies mate- 
rially that of the doctrine I have laid down ; 
thus in quoting roy observation respecting 
the terminations of inflammation , the word 
only is added, which does not occur in the 
text ; and in ‘ the subsequent quotation, 
where I have stated, “ that the flrulent 
matter is always contained in a btg,” the 
sentence immediately following is omitted, 
which runs thus, “ which is formed by a 
natural process , when the structure of the 
part does not oppose an insurmountable ob- 
stacle to that oper ation.” 

I am moat unjustly accused, Sir, in the 
above critique, of having designed to attack 
that respectable class of professional men , 
the general pi'actitioners ; nothing could 
have been further from my intention ; the 
whole tenor of my treatise leads to an in- 
ference directly the reverse . I huve de- 
clared myself an enemy “ to all self-created 
and invidious distinctions.” My remarks 
only apply to those who, without any pre- 
vious study or knowledge of the medical pro- 
fession, presume to practise it, — to the 
apothecary who, instructed only in the me- 
chanical composition of drugs, abandons his 
trade to intrude on the profession of his 
superiors, and to the quack who, educated 
neither in profession nor trade, criminally 
exercises both to the destruction of his vic- 
tims. One might have supposed, that with 
such objects in view, I could have reckoned 
on the support of every well-wisher of 
rscience and of mankind. 

The writer of the critique observes, *Tbat 
no one after perusing Dr. Morrison’s trea- 
tise, would have his knowledge of the me- 
dical art increased.” I have, however, an- 
ticipated this remark, by stating in my in- 
troduction, “ that it was rather my design 
to inspire a taste for the study of medical 
science, than to convey much actual infor- 
mation in so short a work.” 

Now, Sir, you will do me but justice in 
inserting this letter in an early number of 
your paper. To fair criticism, my little 
work is of course open, but I deny that any 
critic possesses the right to falsify my text, 
or to put sentiments into my mouth which 
C disclaim. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

John Morrison, M. D. and A. B. 

Triuity College, Dublin. < 

10, Upper Gloucester Street, Dublin) 
February 18, 1831. 

[After all, the ” false quotations” amount, 
it seems, to the accidental addition of the 
word “ only.” — E d. L.] 
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UNITED SERVICE MEDICAL CLUB. 


( From a Correspondent.) 

It is proposed to establish a Un^d Ser- 
vice Medical Club, to include the officers 
of the East India Company's serf ice. , It is 
not intended to seek patrons and vice-pa- 
trohs, as it is presumed the medical officers 
of the three services possess talent and in* 
tegrity enough within themselves, without 
high-sounding names,., fo esfeblisb and con- 
duct their own institution. * The most emi- 
nent men in the three services to be chosen 
as directors, a library and museum to be fur- 
nished by donations — Gratuitous lectures 
on scientific subjects connected with the 
medical profession by competent members, 
-who shall volunteer theu services— An 
economical hotel on the principle of the 
existing service dubs, established in a cen- 
tral part of the ipetropolis, and connected 
with the institution. Officers of either ser- 
vice approving, will please to signify their 
assent, with a view to a general meeting, 
to Charles Maybery , Esq., Surgeon, R.N ., 
Sycamore-Cottage, Little Chelsea, London, 
Secretary pro imp.', to Thomas Wajdey, 
Esq., Editor of The Lancet, or the pro- 
poser, John Gooch, Surgeon, H.M*S* Prince 
Regent, Sheerneas. All Utters to be post- 
age paid. 

Much n, 1831. 


MEDICAL DEPENDENT ON 

' POLITICAL REFORM. 

To ike Editor c/Jhb Lancet. 

Sin,— There is no class of men in the 
Whole empire who might to feel more deeply 
interested in the Success of the new measure 
of Parliamentary Reform than the medical 
profession. I to members ate politically in- 
terested in common with the ocher members 
of the state, and are vitally interested in it 
individually as tbe only means of obtaining 
a regeneration of the medical profession. 
Let me then efchoft them in the most fis* 
nous and urgent terms to becomeWarm par- 
tisans of parliamentary reform. I speak 
this with especial reference to the fuly-ex* 
•pected dissolution of psrliameot, when the 
best exertions of every friend of science will 
be reoniied to aid the people of England, j 
who, without the ballot, will he pitched 
against the boroughmongets with their in«* 
finite means of over-awing and ever«in- 
fiaencing the. electors of Great Britain. 

1 am in constant intercourse with man 

who either are now, or have been, high in 
official stations in this country, and lam the 


personal friend of the ehief miMb of fra 
Council of the College of Surgeons, and fee 
bead Fellows of the College of Physicians, 
and I tell the members of fee medical pre- 
fess jemthreughout fee kingdom, as the re- 
sult of-fcaat ample opportunities for know- 
ing the fact, that Poligaac has more chance 
of restoring Carlisin in France, than has the 
profession of reforming fee present abases 
of tbe medical constitution without a reform 
in Parliament. 

To the profession, then, who are in every 
bobSe, and ctttibttiti fee attention of every 
ear j who may advise, persuade, and influ- 
ence without offenoe beyond all other men ; 
whose opinions are looked up to wife fee 
highest respect, and whose wishes are ap 
often commands ; who acutely know the ne- 
cessity for reform in fee constitution of their 
own body, and who can so eloquently point 
out fee importance of it So fee demffahfeft* 
rests of every family 5 who have fricuimr 
opportunities to steady fee wavering ami 
fix the uncertain,— to them I tarn for their 
best aid in the eause of political reform* u 

Is there not some cause for tho appeal 
I have fees, as an honest man , thought 
it my duty to make to fee profession* I 
could acquaint you wife net a few pfrfe, 
that the statement I have shove m corded, 
ie terribly true, bat they would he msltaa 
unless published, ad if published would 
betray my own name wife a result siadi it 
must be my business to avoid. Let it he 
sufficient that fee members of fee pro- 
fession have bed warning. 

Before I close my letter— fee first (though 
well acquainted, Sir, wife year person, * 
warm friend to your efforts, and fine who is 
intimately acquainted with fee state of me- 
dical politics),— the first whieb J have 
writteb to your journal, I Shall, without fear 
of betrayal in one respect, make you ac- 
quainted with .fee following fact Let tfee 
profession ponder bn k, though it ia net 
directly connected with my subject. 

A proposal was made a very short time 
back in fee Council of fee College, feat mo 
man should be permitted to give u rccog* i- 
sable ’ * certificates of attendance on surgical 
lectures, who, was not a “ hospital surgeon.” 
The proposer was Sir William Blicamo. 
TUs motion was wifebi an *m of bring 
earned* 

l am your very .ohsdmnt tenant* 

N.F« 

London, Marsh ff 4* 


TO correstqkbents. 

wm a Pupa of Si. rifedr m witk fci* 

•oim>and admey saifi d— tiijfr * 
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A 

4SBEWBTH.Y,Mr. French’* “ Biographic” 
of, 320. 

Abortion, practice of procuring in Con- 
stantinople, 525. 

^bsoess, psoas, case of, 22S; lumbar, 
case of, 284 ; in the brain, 735. 

Acetic acid, as a counter-irritant, 537. 

Acid, sulphuric, test f >r in its pore and 
. diluted forms, 133 ; muriatic, character 
of, 193 ; arsenious, 481, 545 ; arsenic, 
- 482 ; hydriodic, formation of, 613 ; me- 
conic, tests for, 80S ; hydrocyanic, de- 
scription of, 805 ; prussic, generation 
of daring the heating of animal matters, 
,806; tie common properties of, 133 ; 
mineral, poisoning by, 835; oxalic, an- 
tidote to, 836. 

Lunatic, observations on the, 605. 

Addison, Dr., honourable conduct of, 701. 

Address to the medical profession on the 
oiftrage at the College, 70S. 

Adojphus, Mr., malignity of, 212. 

Adulteration of croton oil, 87 ; of food, 
485. 

Ague and rheumatism, combination of, 
123; arsenic in, 618. 

Air, injection of, into the cavity of the 
chest, 543 ; action of, on the blood, 712. 

Albumen, decomposition of corrosive sub- 
limate by, ,418; as an antidote to cor- 
rosive sublimate, 838. 

Aldersgate-Street Medical School, pro- 
ceedings at the, 314; anniversary din- 
ner of, 758. 

Alkalies, vegetable, experiments on, 670. 

Amaurosis, str) clmine in, 90 ; on the de- 
tection of, in impostors, 296. 

Amenoi rhoea, case of, 491. 

Amos, Mr., reflections of, on Dr. Gran- 
ville, 700. 

Amputation on the field, remarks on, 130; 
repeated haemorrhage after, 348. 

Analysis, apparatus for conducting, 135; 
medicolegal, extraordinary specimens 
of, 548. 

No. 305. 


Anasarca, clinical remarks on a case of, 
237 ; in conjunction with pneumonia, 
283. 

Anatomy, Fyfe’s notice of a new edition 
of, 186 

Ancle joint, disease of, 124; of the horse, 
remarks on the, 678. 

Aneurism, popliteal, remarks on bruit dt 
Moujfiet in, 141; diffused, Mr. Bennett's 
case of, 190 ; of the external iliac, ope- 
ration for, 215 ; of the ascending aorta, 
ca*e of, 222 ; of the external iliac, for 
which the common iliac was tied, 230; 
of the ischiatic artery, 231; of the 
aorta, 774 , remarks on, 775. 

Aneurisms, contrivance of nature in, 841. 

Anaemia, remarks on, 491. 

Antidotes, chemical, paucity of, 835. 

Antimony, leading characters of, 321 ; 
various preparations of, 322 ; chloride 
of, 324. 

Anus, passage of a foetus by the, 702. 

Aorta, ascending,' aneurism of the, 222 ; 
operation of tying the, 285 ; malforma- 
tion otthe, 247. 

Apoplexy, pulmonary, cases of, 577. 

Apothecaries, practical rights of, 413 ; — 
Company, regulations of, 5; defence, 
of, 28 ; regulation of relative to lectures, 
on medical jurisprudence, 99 ; mode in 
which their act originated, 146 ; Act, 
investigation, and exposure of the, 437 ; 
certificate system of the, 691 ; of Dublin, 
reform, in, 701 ; disgraceful prosecu- r 
tion of Mr. Ryan by the, 867, 869 ; Act, 
effects of the, 869. 

Apothecary, prosecution of one by the 
College of Physicians, 180. 

Apprentices, law relating to, 64. 

Apprenticeships in Ireland, defence of, 

A 69. ’ ' 

Arm, presentation and evolution, cases of, 
807 ; double simple fracture of the, 431. 

Army medical promotions, some remarks 
on, 186 ; assistant-surgeons, partiality 
in the appointment of, 1 142 ; jobbing in 
the medical department of the, 612. 

3 L 
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Arsenic and laudanum, case of poisoning 
b9,m ; its preparation*, chemistry m, 
481, 143 ;- stHptaureU of, 488, 848, 588 ; 
in ague, 618. 

Arteries, torrien of, 196; remarkable case 
of tatommatioa of the* 294 . 

Arteriotomy, case of erysipelas after, 189. 

Arteritis, remarkable caae of, 225. 

Ascites of the perttoueitm and ovarium, 
559. 

Asphyxia, administration of snuff in, S7 ; 
in insane persons, 509; cure of hydro- 
phobia by, 734. ' 

Associations, local, asedical, letter on, 480; 

Asthma, arising from chronic bronchitis, 
558. 

Astragalus* extirpation of the, 283. 

Asylums, private lunatic, observations 
0U*605. 

Attendance, medical, remarks on charges 
for, 463, 782; on paupers, 639 1 *t 
duels, 720* 

Aura, epileptica, application of ii&ttitre 
fniV&il ; and teraowr4o the head, 483; 
variety of, 553 ; origin of* 591. 

Anrists, vagrant* puds of, 484. 

Auscultation, obstetric, articles on; 283, 
395,497, 578, 691, 622.; in diseases Of 
the heart, 580* 683, 812; 840. 


B 

Baldness, case 59# . 

Bark, administration^ «£ corrosive subti* 
mate in tincture of, 344 ; as an antidote 
. todarfar emetic, 839. 

B*rretl,.Mr. P. W., 00 cases of epilepsy, 
987. 

Baryta* chew oa) relations of, 862w 
Bat Club, a junior one, 64. 

Bathing, warm, vahm of, afior colic, iff. 
Bats, migratory, and ptriifead irili-ehbp, 
604. 

Beale* Mr. Iionel J., on thoremevatof 
the Westgiipater HospitaK 179v 
Beetham, Mr, A.; letter freak, 266. . 
Btd|,Mx. C., eondaet of, at theLoitden 
Diversity, 86; resignation •? oi^ SH ; 
“ritignetioa” papers of, 338* 

Bello wamoaod, canoe of* it* production, 
124 $ clinical remarks on the, 4984 
Benpett, Mr?, case of dittoed aneurism 
by, 190 ; on ery ripeJasoftbe peub and 
aprotnnw767. 

Bethlem Hospital ; minutes ^of evidiaicte 
against Dr, Wright, 

Birmingham, medical paisas at, 54&'- 
Bismuth, chemical history of, 834 ;* mode 
of detection of, 834. 

Blackwood’s M«g»*ine, extract frera,\71. 
Bladder, disease, of tbe, 479, 841'; fimr* 
ions opening in tbe,68fr 9 841. 

BJane’s (8ir <9.) gold medal; 679. - 
Bleeding, good efieet o£ in a case of dia- 


betes, 261; excessive, disease arising 
from, 432; treatment of, ‘43?; t & Jiffy 
oiwcfes, 446; and starving in bron- 
chitis, 590 ; well-tuned, Dr, Jeffreys 
, on* 755. 

fhicke, Dr. W. F., on puerperal lever 
and peritoneal inflammation, 305. 
Blizard, Sir W., correspondence relating' 
i ; to, 30 ; unfitness of, to be in the Conn* 
cil, 61 ; illiberal acts of, 209 ; carious 
compact entered into by, 312. 

Blood, beneficial abstraction of, in dia- 
betes, 201 ; Dr. Elliotson og/the loss 
of, 240 ; detection of, by the smell, 616 ; 
action of the atmosphere upon, 719 1 
colour of the, 712 ; physiology of the, 
713. 

Bloodletting in cases of aneurism, 776. 
Bond” business at- the Londpp, Hospi- 
tal, 317. 

Bone, removal of the * dpeffor-tthkiMS^ 
275. 

Bone-setters, quack, practices of, 57% s 
702. 

Books, fists of, 64, 96, 128, 160,256,906,'' 
352, 480,544* 668, 736, 

Borough schools, recommencement of ntfeK 
dies at, 95. % 

Botany, Stephenson aild ChurehU)’** 679, 
734. ... 

Bougies,' employment of, to the convey- 
ance of ointments, 990, 

Bow-Street officers, employment .of; is 
the theatre of the Cottege»787, 79& 
Bowen, Mr., of Islewotth; tetter* lmb» 
308,783. ■ t , . 

Bowen, Mr., of Hampton, of. 

74, 83, 116; 118, 119, 140 V '2*#r *1*1 
defetice of, by MV: Masson, 186* 19Sk 
Brachiafartery; ligatniwof the, 608« 

Brain, supposed disease ef the* 36 ; kri 
of a portion of,478i ■ronover^ after losv^ 
of; 571; induration of tlsey 599; sf 
sheep, hydatids in the, 703 y abscoSe hi 
the; 735k' 

Breast, scirrhus of f84, case of, 191* • 
Bristol* remarks on an 4nqt&eStat* 143* > * 
Brodie* Mk, remarks on the cvmtorif^, 
at Long’* trial, 249: . 

Bronchitis; severe, ents of,. 398^ 563; 
cured by bleeding aud ( starring, 598; . 
chrome, case oF,6ft),8#9v v 1 

Bruit de sonflfot U»- peptttbal' autWrtlri^ 
remarks on, 141 ; cause of, 4*6,- 840s 
Barns, fram lighming; 445 7 
ah ettay on, 8355 ' 

; Y, C • > _ : 

Calomel after wounds in dissectilib, 4392 . 
Calculi in to^blftddf r;?atoJn£ *rif 
Calcutta, transaction* bf tbeModtaiJ toll. 

Physical Society of, 9691 
Cametoon, j>ecmbarWrec<«r«#f*hetorigri* 
of the, 296. 
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ddttWf.tfsfe «<P, } dfttrlttJ.rttnaVfer 

■on. by Mr. WWr^nr^,iW;‘ or i lie rec- 
dfstlrtjghbthlng symptorhs ; 

’bf fcbfe no*e feniovfed by extirpatioii, 
948 ; of the uternH; 57$, f!4. 

Otflfl&afHek, bn the employihetit of, 515. 

Carbonate of iron, preparation of, 45 tf . , t 

Carmichael, 9fr., patriotic 'resignation of, 
9J1 ; cohiirfehdaTioii of the conauct 7 of, 
mt: 

Curtilage, anrinHhhar, of the knefe-joitit, 

Gashin, Mias, indictmeWt of Long for 
slaughtering*, tt; life trial, 200. 

Cbttrlepsy, a vtnfcty of hysteria, 771 ; 
« ftn al ( caae of, 779. 

Cataract, instrument for extracting, CS ; 
deficiency of inflammatory aftiou after 
Urt operation for, 264; operation for, 

319. 


Cathartics, use of, in a case of stammer 
in*, 217. 

Cnutfoa to raedicat ntefi, TflO-; extraordi- 
nary development of the organ of, 846- 

C&hetery, proposal for* a metropolitan 
genehil one, 235. ' 

WrfcbWIhnt, abscess In the, 735, 

Cerebral disease, on pertain syniptoins 
.attributed to, 36. 

Cerebriti8, acute, contractions of the 
ifttodes id, (fe9 ^ 

Cerebrum, disease of the,' 41^ ; diagnosis 
‘•ih rfiAca'seti of the, '665. 

Chalk, an antidote toy oxalic acid, 195. 

Charcoal, combustion of, 646. 

Cliating-t ross Hospital, remark* on the 
Wertion of the, 115, 169, 170. 

CfcfrtWbn Lunatic Asylum, statistical re- 
port bn the, 220. 

Charlatanism amongst the u learned * in 
Turkey, 623. 

CRutvdr of the London College of Sur- 
geon*, origlh of the, 339 ; to the Lou 
don University, 727. 

Charters, medical, observations on the, 
464. ' 

Cheese, existence of cbpper in, 8di. 

CfaMiffcttl atofelysh, apparatus for conduct- 
ing (see poisons) ; papers oh various 
•ni l* as, 42 

Cbeimi try, Elements of,'by Dr. A. Fyfe, 
264 ; Turner's Elements of‘ f 387 ; falli- 
MlftV of, in evidence, 546 ; Dr. Reid’s, 
679f 


Chenopodium olidnm, efficacy of, in chlo- 
rosis, 40. 

C&iest, rhenfnatlsra of, clinical lecture on, 
169’; cortoter-irritanta in affection's of 
the, 637 ; injection of air into the entity 

Chlorine, effects of, in poisoning' by 
ptntste acid} 59 V inhalation of in con- 
sumption, 450. 

Chlorosis, effieacy of the che nopod ium 
olidum in, 49 ; inmates, 491; 


Cholera 1 mofbas, otfsr of, the Rhismn 
government tor a prate jessay >09, '17<| ; 
j debate on, 345 ; in Rus4U„ hit use of 
| the, 3*9; tsceattactat of, f 442; medi<mj 
; deputation to examine into, 512; deaths 
I from, 5334 ttpe of magpVsia in treaty 
ment of the, 568; ravages of the, 780.' 
Cholera, epidemic, acsount of au> 263$ 
treatment of, 263! 

^Christianity, Dr. J. G. Smith’s remark* 
t on, 10&. 

Christison, Dr., character 06 V che^ 

\ mist, lh2 ; practical commentaries on 
t bis processes for the detection of poi-^ 

; son*. (See Poisons.) 

jChurchill, Dr. JL, Moru eo his u Medi- 

I cal Botany ,” 784! 

CigaTsmoking lh the anatomical' tlfe*!**' 

; at St. Bartholomew’s, 386 ; letter tto, 

: 317 ; Mr. Lawreneefs * proper rfcftrtttfcs 
! r on, 318. - ( • 

Cinchona, endemic application of, 599k 
Clark, Mr. B., r wdas hsun the cHfctatfnf,' 

135. - 

Clinical lectures, value of, 2. 

CbotpnuDr., letter > tram-691. . ' > 

Club, United Service Medieal, propfcMd 
of a, 872 

Colckientn, secondary effects of, 28U - 

Cold affmdoa as atr antidote to pridilc 
arid, 59. f 

Colic arising from lead, remarks o» v ; 

best pbm of opening the bow*Ui*;999> '' 
Columns nasi, operation lav tvesoringtho* 
711- . , . 

College of Medicine; Jthe’ London, stem 
of the College ofc Physician* althtfeane 
mention of, 189; want of one, . 496h». 
projected establishment of a, • 668 $ dm 
only remedy tor professional griev- 
aoces,398 ; -establiahanant o# the, 894v 
College of Surgeons in London, icgu- 
lations of, 5 ; Mr. Elmore on the doe- 
rupt condnct o£ 60 ; rejection of Me. 
Lynn by the Council, 72; manner iifc 
which the charter was obtained, 146; 
remarks on the legal powers of, 1 iff f 
“ piuc kings ” at the, 917 ; its origin from 
the 44 shavers/* 340; avarice of the 
court of the, 347;. Hunterian oration at 
the, 694; discussion of the naval sur- 
geons’ question at the, 695 ; proposed 
meeting at the, 765 ; second discussion 
of the naval surgeons* question at the* 
7§5 ; on the relation between the mem- 
bers and Conned of the, 818 ; illegality 
of the use of force at the, 818; rjgb’s 
of the member* of tbe, 820 in Dublin, 
pernicious practices of the, 311; letter 
of Ar. J. on the, 441; constitution of 
the} 441; remarks on the, 747. 

College of Physicians, a upas to the 
profession, |45 ; prosecution of an apo- 
thecary by, 189; declining state of, 
179 ; extract from tbe charter of the. 
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316; court humbug it the, 6fi7 .41649* ‘ 

J t the, : 670; lecture* a*d accounts 
s,799; letter on the, 832; grow 
rality of the, 869. 

w §, medical, defiance of the. fry 
quack*, 266, 102. 

Combustion, observation! on, 677 ; of 
charcoal, 640. 

Coimntsfioiterft, non-medical, of lunacy, 
606. 

Commonalty of the College, precedent 
for the, 699. 

Com press ores venae dorsqlia penis in 
man, discovery of, 293. 
u Concoura,” mode of electing by, in Pa- 
ris, 479. 

Concussion of the retina, 446. 

Conjunctiva, chronic inflammation of, 238 ; 
stains on the, 292. 

Constantinople, state of medicine at, 622. 
Consumption, inhalation of medicines in, 

460. 

Contagion of dracnncnlus, M. DUsssp * 
opinion on, 313 $ in cases of scarlatina, 

692. 

Contraction, involuntary, of the muscles, 
460. 

Convulsions from loss of blood, case of, 
243 ; clinical; remarks on, 243 ; feigned, 
276, case of, 276 ; clinical remarks oh, 
273 ; on a peculiar species of, 526 ; in 
; infants, remarks on, 679. 

Cooper, Mr. Ol, cases of arm presenta- 
tion and evolution, by; SOT. 

Copper, ursenite of, 482; detection of, in 
cheeses, 801; on the discovery 'of, in 
tnofrganic matters, 866.* 

Cornea, Ulcers of file, use of the nitrate 
Of Silver in, 292; employment of the 
acetate of lead in, 292 ; on Ulcerations 
df the; 430 ; discovery of nerves of the, 
- 408 / 1 

Corns, ciirfe bfjby lunar caustic, 144. 
Coroner, election of, for Middlesex, 4, 20 ; 
acconnt of the proceedings at tlid Mid- 
dlesex election, 40; dinner’to celebrate, 
43. 

Coroners, non-medical, blunders of, at 
Portsea, 29 ; reply to the charge, l7S ; 
votes of Messrs. Blizard and Headin’g- 
tori In ‘favour ' of, '30; remarks on, 
73; Dr. J. G. Smith on, 10 1 ; small 
fees of, 128; ignoraht obstinacy of, 
143; inqnesls of, in jails, 144 ; obser- 
vations of ode, 182 ; carious conduct 
and opinion of one, 212 ; opinions of, 
on obstetric operations, 401 ; ineffi- 
•dcncy of, at hospital inqtiests, ‘“41^3 ; 
legal ignorance Of, 405, 436; capacity 
of, for medical jurisprudence, 502 ; re- 
marks on, 626. 

Corporations, medical, anomalous state 
of the, 303. 

Corpus lateum, 735, 


C^i W, . 

}■ tineuiv+U wjSJt 

417; decopflOfmw, M.»Wn 

rbosa. 536. . } \ \ , *:<*s#*n r 

Congb, *pasuipdir^cai#^r^* Mij^nvt»i> 
Council of the Coljfge^** - 

of tbeir receiving the renolutiono f w 
members, 764i^oaUiti«M^i l fr^4fHMI2y 
members, 786; exposure # the Op**, 
dnet of tbo, 789. . . . . .*<■>>$; >n mf** 

Crab-vaw, boUiiig pf leg^n^ « \U 
Cranium, compound fracture, of nm. fifUU 
Croton oil, review of 
e^terpal actiqn.pf; 623 i 
cacy of»655. , . -*»> 

, . ; • ... 

D - .nt.l* 

Davies, Mr. J., on tiie passage eiff^llfrP 

through the gnus, ,702. , • * ,-jrg 

“ Day mare," Instance oC,G75. ; 

Deafness, on' the pathology .and. 
ment of, 533, 645, 740, 777, 779, 
exciting caps^ P f » W.V jpredU|^SWyu 

causes of, 740 ; and dumbness, fiwqjp- 
tionof, 296. . 

Dentition, lanciqg. the gums ip, 

Derbyshire Infirmary/ cases at, and scare 
of, 59 ; case of Ellen Cope at the, 108. 
Dermott, Mr. G. D., oil medical reform, 
140 ; on the action of the heart, ^41^ 
oh hospital elections, 509. { 

Deputation to the Lord Chatrfbertkin^ re- 
sult of the, 3^2.' ' ''* 

Dew hurst, Mr. H. W., on,6^ 
powers of the ‘ College oC SnjijgemJs, 
112 ; on acetic acid as a couuter-irH- 
tant, 537. . „ 

Diabetes, cured hy blepdfng, 261 ; jjk, 
horses, 408, character bf, 4®8 
cause of, 6t)8. ' ' ’ 

Diagnosis, imperfect, bhfl effect of; 88j^. 

in'cefebral diseases, 668, C69. ‘ ‘ 1 .. 

Diarrhoea,, case of, 492. 

Diary of k plWsician,def€mce frfihe 
per* entitled, 71.' ’ t ft / ' 

Diet, on the regulations of, 335j. ", _ ' . 

Dinner, anniversary, of thd Aldenqjkte 
Street Medical School, 758. ' . 

1 Diploma of the London University ? 27 j 
of the College* of Surgeons, little Valne 

of the, 208. , 

; Discharge from the e*ar in deafness, TJCC 
, Dispensary, Surrey, letter on 

Nottingham) proceeding* rfcspfefftg 
; the, 726. ‘ ‘ " ■ , /V 

• Dispensatory, Edinburgh, i#vi6w er^e, 

■ " 214. • ‘ ’ , , , ’ ‘ \’ r * 

Dissection wonhds) use ef caVotnenli cjj ge* 
j 6‘f, '454 ; 'treatment of wohnda receiTed 
in, 455. y , 1 . . r , . 

Dissections-, remarkable,? *9. , 
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Divinity and Medicine, on the connexion 
of, 470. 

Dobson, Mr. W., on the action of the 
heart, 35 ; on the physiology of the pla- 
centa, 103. v 

Doctor, title of, its adoption generally ,182. 

Do*, case of rabies in the, 105. 

Douglass, Mr. J .,011 osteo- sarcoma, 753 . 

Dracunculus, prevalence of, 313. 

Dreams, remarks on, 074. 

Drew, Mr. H. P. L., letter from, 224. 

Drinking, disease of the heart from, 657. 

Dropsy, pathology of, 472; universal, 
troin disease of the heart, 488 ; case of, 
557 ; inflammatory, case of, 591 ; ova- 
rian, clinical remarks on, 558; preg- 
nancy mistaken for, 055. 

Dtiblin College of Surgeons, disgraceful 
by-laws ot the, 270 ; retirement of 
Mr. Carmichael, 271; and Edinburgh 
schools, remarks on the, 503, 529 ; apo- 
thecaries’ Company, abuses in the, 701 ; 
Hospital Reports, review of, vol. v, 
225, 289 ; fever hospital, report of, 581. 

Dubs, per centage, strictures on, 532. 

72#, ^ ° f assistin £ at > 660 > aidin g 

■Duncau's Edinburgh Dispensatory, re- 
view of, 214. 

Dyspepsia, case of, 562. 

Dyspnoea, spasmodic, remarks on, 679. 

E 

Ear, Mr. Earle’s fatal operation on the, 
404 ; strictures on, 656; malformation 
of the, 416; diseases of the, 645, 740, 
777, 823. 

Earle, Mr. T., note respecting, 187. 

Earle, Mr. H., remarks on hU “ ear ope- 
ration/* 403. 

Eczema, case of, 489. 

Edinburgh, Medical Journal, review of, 
88 , 522,709; and Dublin schools, re- 
marks on the, 503. 

Education, medical, in Ireland, 441, 504, 
529, 531,509, 745, 748. 

Edwards, Mr. H., letter from, 63. 

"fypt> frequency of calculus in, 671. 

Elbow -joint, excision of the, 89. 

Elections ot hospital surgeons, abuses in 
tile present system of, 207, 509; by 
■■ conconrs** at Paris, 479 . 

Electricity in palsy of the wrists from 
lead, 720. 

Elephantiasis, case of, 446. 

Elliotson, Dr., review of his work on dis- 
eases of the heart, 84 ; his paper on glan- 
ders in the human subject, 231— Clinical 
lectures by, on cases occurring in St. 
Thomas's Hospital: — Case of paralysis 
agitans, 119, 563 ; disease of the heart, 
in which the apex became almost effaced 
from dilatation, 123; pleuritis, 156; 
treatment of acute inflammation, 157 J 


rheumatism of the chest, 159 ; apparent 
tumour of the abdomen 4 240 ; effects 
arising from excessive loss of blood ; 
employment of transfusion, 241 ; dis- 
ease in children often [mistaken for 
acute hydrocephalus, 246 ; delirium tre- 
mens, 246 ; malformation of the pul- 
monary artery, accompanied by mor- 
bus casruleiis, 247 ; rheumatism, with 
the pains chiefly in the hands and shins, 
272 ; feigned convulsive disease, 273 ; 
feigned diseases in general, 295 ; in- 
flammation of the eyes ; fever; deaf- 
ness and dumbness; blindness; amau- 
iosis; palpitations; jaundice; convul- 
sive and spasmodic affections ; pos- 
sessed by a devil ; pregnancy ; para- 
lysis ; 295 to 299 ; propriety of a cau- 
tion necessary to be observed in cases 
of suspected malingering, 300 ; con- 
stant spasmodic contraction of the left 
hand and foot, 330; itch, 331; con- 
tinued fever, 331 ; hemiplegia and pa- 
nplegia, 332 ; palsy of the wrists from 
lead, 333, 719 ; rheumatism requiring 
stimulating treatment, 333 ; rheuma- 
tism requiring antiphlogistic treatment, 
434; inflamed glands, 358 ; dropsy, 
458; hypertrophy of the left ventricle, 
and ossification of the heart, 362; colic 
arising from lead, 390; scarlet fever, 
392 ; cutaneous diseases, 393 ; cold 
water and abstinence in fever, 394 ; 
vomiting from morbid irritability, 423; 
medicinal qualities of hydrocyanic acid, 
423; chronic gastritis, 424; remarks 
on the practice of Broussais and Dr. 
James Curry in cases of abdominal in- 
flammation, 426; supposed weakness of 
stomach, 427 ; pericarditis and disease 
ot the heart, 427 ; disease of the heart 
presenting excrescences from the valves 
of extraordinary length, 487; disease 
of the heart, with universal dropsy and 
bellows-sound at the apex, 488 ; im- 
petigo and eczema, and diseases of the 
skin generally, 489; amenorrhoea and 
ansemia, 491 ; gout in a pauper, 492; 
diarrhoea, 492 ; violent lumbago, 492 * 
epilepsy preceded by the epileptic aula’ 
493 ; spasm of the hand and foot, 493 * 
pustular itch, 494; palpitation of the 
heart, 494 ; cerebral disease, 495 ; im- 
petigo, 551, 650 ; lepra, 651 ; epilepsy 
attended by hypochondriasis, 551, 845; 
effects arising from the practice of mas- 
turbation, 552; epilepsy from violent 
muscular efforts, 552 ; remittent fever 
treated with salicine, 554 ; simple epi- 
lepsy, 555 ; use of croton oil as an ape- 
rient, 555 ; intermittent palsy, 556 ; 
disease arising from malaria, 557 ; 
dropsy, with disease of the heart and 
lungs from drinking, 557 ; chronic bron- 
chitis miscalled asthma, 558, 650 ; ova- 

o n/r * * 7 
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rian dropsy, 668 $ di«ea&edor#ry>di*n BtUamfogtot, »©«c<lhfeom* celebrated, 
dropsy of the IU#«trb<*u£ S ?ifeX>» nt hns ^mojqrnt* ( 9ii.Jan 

of r tlk«*<^s«4gtt0tlnM»^ of <A a¥t%kfwisP $frit8jfaw*mato9oM f l&$fpiUi* 9 ;8#6; Joe- 


qtoek£$6#; VlsCMtipdli 
papnU^ifei^tlMlV 5 ^^ WrAte ta^he 
head, 561 ; cure of lfi&idt*t!ftP6d6at&- 
rial re&o,4Q2;>itShy^*WtbndV&t>y 
palpitattoh cfftheberakV v«i#iss*efcte*i 
die* hfeeryttpteliis?, SCar'iiw^crtriat^h^ 
matistn, 503? : sjiMtoddfec eedgV #63 ; 
chorea* 568; 696 ^psoriasis and R*pM, 
564; bronchitis t IriaEof fetich**,' 590, 
650 ; dpitepsy* wkb the epileptffc aura, 
591 ; inflammatory dropsy,591, 769'; 
scarification employed in enlargement 
of tttdtonKils; 4.9>^ paralysis**!' tfc#fece 
and tongue, 592 f ichthyosIa,692 ;bald- 
sMBB'Ofttia head, 595 s 's«n L Scurvy, 596, 
fl50^ 4opra vulRatfe, 506; fnercptidl 
■disease^ 049 ^difficulty ofourii^'chronijc 
bronchitis ; cases of unsuspectedtpreg- 
nancy, 656 ;;perie*rditis, 682 ; Sr, Vi* 
tusVdancJe, 686 ;' hxfcmatemeslsy 009 ; ; 
glanders, 689 ; extensive cancfer ef the 
worth* with remarks 6n cancer gene* 
rally, 714 $ ' malign ant nicer of the 
womb, 719; piafepsns of the ragroaj 
729; hysteria from propensity to irri 
tation, 769; fatal cases of hysteria 


770 ; catalepsy, 771 ; remarks os the uppci y VtUlliail 

supposed. occoerenoe of disease' frenriE 460^ syphUilic nteev 
suppressed discharges, 772; disease dTj 
the heart cored* 773 ; aneurism of the 


hearts in, a female, 774 f disealwfe ofahe4Evans, Dr. M., on an Imprifreimi'nf th 


hearty lang*, and iirar, 809;^gastritis y ] 
814 ; ieaeorrhfeftv &14-; -aente rbemna* 
tism, 815 ; disease of the heart, in whkti 
the bellows-sound was heard after the 
pulse, 840; diseased bladder, 841 ; nicer 
of the pharynx, 841 ; fever from cold 
84*; peritopitisy 842 ; syphilitic f lichen 
and 4epra^842 ; inflammatory headsch 
follow mg a blew, 84& ; «leex* on the 
1*8^843 ^estimate of the value of sar- 
sapariflav$4& ; feel iqnorpo* as sro isoh 
cers, 844; inflammatory epilepsy r 845.-r-* 
Remarks by, oil the impositions peas*' 
tisedby patients, 258; ontbowantotpro,. 
per regulations respecting post-marten* 
examinations at St. Thomas's Hospital, 
272; ^on the present defective state of j 
medical law, 300; on the French and 
English systems of hospital diet; 334* 
Elmore, Mr. J. R., on the avaricious and 
coigupjt conduct of the Council of the 
College fe Surgeons, 60* r 

Emetics, metallic, influence of over medi- 
co-legalanriyaU*801 ; enpreoas, 809. 
Enactments, medical, not founded on the 
general, wants of the profession, 6kl ; 
foolishness of the* 568*. : ^ 

Encyclopedia of medicine* projecticuLof, 
127. •. . • . , - j ! 

Enlargement, visceral, use of mercuryin, 


♦Vencyitoftateifeffife ofiaOQ^Oliideal 

-rnrnmiwifavSStfm&V UttfetdmFlgefty- 

1 .rpoChofadridsip^W2)o noitouiJaib t nor. 

Ergot ofuyeih 

Bmpfew^ypblhtfe, pit# oty84lla«i«**ii 
Erysipelas; feta htnse ofy?96? dtofetsslon 
oi& the i treatment of^JMPfi llebtlify* Wf 
«eroas tissues taattapktttfplM^cImltfct 
lecture on, 164; puerperal lehfcY wfld 
to be, 177 ^hftermfeintnmy^cnisoiftf, 
469 i < gangammifeo crfaeof/266 
monous, marked case of, 
treatment of, ityinofedo 
twe of blister* 4n, 960# 
oils, treabhfent"ofy.462l; 
cold it^ 566 j dnferesti 
■of thfesvriotMnifl 
Etiquette, stagulaj 
Eye; rnsteumeninferd 
1 of, 65 -dLamteneOfe 
• eases of the, HfetOttnotenafeifeiod*- 
r eases of t m#*9 singnfanu nmlfefaiife 
tion of tfetyWs wsv&qBmetstf} 4fcP¥~ 
wound 'o$i 660 ; experhaent^t snp'diV ; 
changes iivthevoateof, 74#., to noiua 
Eyebrow, gun-shot wound of fee*, 26960c 
U^yelid, upper, 

1603; syjdtfliilc nfeendfMfMT t ieleio < 
elids, syphilitic' nletflfei of tii/IApl 
es, singular dflfttfeftyof.061 



spectacled? hdtoD *oi :b'b*»fn nsillrgiedr 
Evans, Mr., on scirrhuhdtmdp6l7.oo ooi 
Evidence, ebemioal; fallible- » 4 irnila^ 
546 ; of flfedical witnesses imnaihamn, 
665^724 ; * the ThdnDonianonie^i t£h « 
Evolution, spontaneous, case of, 308 ; ,66s 
marks on, 409; 644L ' 

Examination, pdst-raertwq^ Uteaehdfiietfe 
•quette respeeting’ any 5t3$lia4}Rk t 22hp» 
mas’a, regulations eeaporting^278 l ipmm* 
dical, silly 6 gores of attondefc 
Exarticulatkmat fee «hnulde.rHpan&y*.3£#C- 
Exostosis of the Hand beneav'flStn 3 < i f i 

Extirpation of the right superior maxillafry* 
bone, 320. 


r - ,snui 3 iil lo eaeiUi 

Pair man, Coloflel B* r on4he*indd6 Hfomt- 
ductiog inquests 4n jailt^!44vq lenibifc- 
Farcy, nature of the, 515. -506 

Fees in nud wifeiy tease^dpigoMnctiamm 
medical, list of, 506 ; remarks on, 533| 
at Newcastle, flat pf^ 536 ^ tdyded eijASls 

Femur, ifl^iMnt^<fosttar«»»«f» t lne y[2> # f 
Iractare of the noth ofy34&) lunm^h ‘ 
Feter, reappearance #dbfehrdfe?61 1 
puerperal, JievxiehCn^bo&iVV 4 #W*' 
sionony 21ft, 366 ; > uu nf n fel| f i tf l i ft 
and clinical remarks on, SSllf fe tfe 
pathology of, 
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in, 409; remittent, case of, 054; on 
the nature, symptoms, and treatment 
of, 581 ; review of $outhwooa Smith 
oo, 5 84, 641; different doctrines of, 
685; *t entity ” ot f 586; and inflamma- 
tion, distinction of, 587 ; bleeding ip, 
642, 644, 707 ; thoracic, tartar-emetic 
treatment of, 645 ; scarlet, treatment 
of, 644; simple, cases of, 706; epi- 
demic, of London, 707 ; case of, 842. 

Filaria Medinensis, correspondence on 
the, 714. 

Filtration, new mode of, 610. 

Filtering, new mode of, in chemical ana- 
lysis, 3*3. 

Finger, fracture of the, 124. 

Fletcher, Mr. J. B. E., on bruit dcsouf- 
fiei in popliteal aneurism, 141. 

Fluor albus, review of Jewel on, 116. 

Foetus in litero, detection of by stetho- 
scope, 235, 395, 497 ; extraordinary 
size of one, 410; extraction of, after 
symphyseotomy, 505; passage of a 
through the anus, 702. 

Follicles, cutaneous, enlargement of, 711. 

Food, roles respecting quantity of, 335 ; 
caution enjoined in the chemical exami- 
nation of, 387; adulteration of, 485, 
806. 

Foot, dislocation of the, 283. 

Forster, Mr. R. D., cases of gonorrhoea 

hy, 174. 

Fosbroke, Dr., on deatness, 533, 645, 
823, 740, 777, 827. 

Fothergillian medal for the best disserta- 
tion on asthma, 767. 

Fracture, un-united, of the thigh-bone, 
case ot, and operation for, 216. 

Fractures, use of ice in to allay irritation, 
239. 

Framhoesia, diagnostic character of, 707. 

Frencli-English, specimen of, 320. 

Fungus, medullary, in the anterior medi- 
astinum, 222 ; haematodes, clinical re- 
marks on, 413 ; unique case of, 413. 

Fyfe’s Anatomy, notice of a new edition, 
186 ; Elements of Chemistry, review of, 
264. 

G 

Oangrene of the lung, case of, 154. 

Oarden, Mr. A., letter Irom, 758. 

“Gardiner peerage '' cause, remarks on 
the, 664. 

Oastritis, chronic, case of, 124 ; case of, 

814. 

G angrene, hospital, rarity of, 127. 

Oeneral practitioners, Society of, 52, 70 ; 
suggestions to the, 173; letter from 
Mr. Scott respecting the, 178. 

Oeorge the Fourth, death of, 670. 

Oibraltar, reappearance of the yellow 
fever at, 31. 

Oin, adulterations of, 485. 


Gisborne, Mr., letter from, 413. 

Gland, extirpation of a, 5f7, 637, 571. 

Glanders, Dr. Klliotson on communica- 
bilityofto the human subject, 231, 619, 
689 ; and farcy, nature of the, 515; 
treatment of, 517. 

Glossitis, idiopathic, cases of, 738. 

Gold, mechanical division of, 484. 

Gonorrhoea, treatment of by the nitrate of 
silver, 116; secondary symptoms arising 
from, 117 ; treatment of by lytta and bi- 
carbonate of soda, 174. 

Gooch, Dr,, on cerebral diseases, 36. 

“ Goose-egg,’' alleged case of, 439. 

Government, medical, want of a radical 
change in, 309; remarks ou, 441; in 
Ireland, 569, 745, 748. 

Gout treated by “ inhaling ” and V rub- 
bing,” 211 ; infrequency of among the 
poor, 492; hereditary adhesiveness of 
the, 492. 

Gower, Mr. S., reminiscences of, 37. 

Graham, Dr., sketch of by Scotus, 327. 

Grain-shot in the eye, 505. 

Greenhow, Mr. T. M., on medical fees, 
536 ; on medical associations, 870, 881. 

Guaco, notice of the, 545. 

Guiacum, tincture of, variety in the dose 
of, 333. 

Guinea- worm, cases of, 313. 

Gunpowder manufacturers, caution to, 
640. 

Gun-shot wound of the eyebrow, 259. 

Guthrie, Mr., complaints against, 539. 

Guy's Hospital, lectures and fees at, 11 ; 
abuses at, 347 ; Mr. Key's neglect at, 
703. 

H 

Haemorrhage, uterine, tourniquet for sup- 
pressing, 111 ; intestinal, discussion on, 
300; from ulceration of the posterior 
tibial artery, 319; repeated occurrence 
of after amputation, 348 ; ergot of rye 
in, 635. 

Hgematemesis, 689. 

Hags, infamous regulation of the old, 692. 

Hake, Mr. T. G., on the motions of the 
iris, 510. 

Halford. Sir H., the cause of his thriving, 
179. 

Hall, Dr. M., on convulsions in infants, 
526. 

Halliday, Sir Andrew, evidence of, at the 
inquest at Hampton, 78, 118, 140; 
questions to, 168. 

“ Haloid *' salts, application of the term, 
388. 

Hampton, extraordinary inquest at, 74, 
83, 116, 118, 119, 140,224, 319. 

Hancock, Dr. J., letter from, 784. 

Hand and foot, spasm of the, 493. 

u Handey t>. Henson,’' proposal to sub- 
scribe the costs in, 63. 
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Hare, Dr.ti.) •» tHe latjnfcjt at Hampton, 

|^ 9 ^V.. 0 o n <« 1 t 1 « i iO ' .iio&tidet 

• on, 164* 

Hd»t,Mi%ati> the taPtyixfliiMsfo dMht 
heart and pulse, fee' dii r 'fch^ldfcfeo* 
wery*M tk& eeeptnsion‘ef 

foot, mi .^i<» i * *■ ii; 

HeAdfcdi, inflammatory, MS. 
If«adirt|to4,f4#. y 4wft^^tidM^e relating 
td, JO* ldtWr WiSpe£t!iig*g*4 1 "* 

Heart, on the abttbh ®Nltoj$5i'0O2 f dis^ 
easaioftfec Salves' Mattie tight side of, 
66 ; Dti ftMotsotf eti diseases of, 64 ; 
case at dfee*»e Ofy t*hiMai^wdH*artt«i 

* nary exttfeSebnCes, 123 ; diseases of the, 
427. 458, 488, 806j, ill effects Of mental 
etcltement in, 489; and pulse, non 
^pehrgg^m, of* t letter frqas 
Drew dh the motion* of, 224 ; obsefta- 
tious op the *iqppn of they 41ft;j)AU 
pitatidn rtf the, from neryops irritation, 
494 \ criteria In diseases ot\ 494 ; injec- 
tion of air ii»td the plenfa for an aflfoc- 

. tloa Of* 545 | remarkable malformation 
5f r 5t8 ; cases of polypus of, 580 j aus- 
cultation in piaeaftaS of, 580, 840 ; and 
lungS, disease of from drinking, 557; 
foetal, pulsation, of, in utero, 856 ; con- 
nexion of rhetfinatism U'itb disease of, 

. 685 ; lnftamatatory origin of disease* 
of, 773. 

H eat; alterations of; in fern, 409, 
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|ia, case of, 332 ; treatpiettt of, 
reiharks on, 332) intermittent, 
v interesting cash of* 550. . - f / . 5 

Hepatitis, case of, terminating in suppu- 
ration, 165 ; chronica, case of, 830. 
Hernia, cure of by thh taxis, 458 ; crural, 
operation for, 507, 537, 571 ; strangu- 
^tedee^tfaU'casemfvMdvcerebri^ac- 
, eompanyidg fracture of the skull; 571 ; 
<**erip«Wfc*'<orf6by MfwLis«r*,6l9; 
strftngulataMttgnitiil; eafcewf, 820i 
Hf>ra*hohW*v lUtof hie supporters*! the 
Royal Society; 402. 

Henrteloup, Baron, on the •peratioh of 
. Mbbtrlty, *** «*»■ otfetone by* 

• 657. m/* : <»» v'. •■> <v,h> 

Heytesbory, Lord, communvcatle^ frtta, 

, oh the Russian flfot>ia#*,>l8T}i ; - no 
Howe, Mr. J.* on attendance on pmipfcrs, 
689. 

HoopingHCough, pathology of, 216, 084; 
Home's foot, discovery of the e rpa n ti dn 
: of, 135 ; strhctnre'Of the ancledom^in 
thp^&s wsopbagotbfcy lnthO)988i< 
Hospitals of London, list of, 7 ; ltMtortrts 
at, dutkaof, 22; pracfcioe of* efiectof 
, medical ooranera an^47:| - wane of Me 
at the London University, 80; gaas- 
*re«e* CtitnpMriftt** miity *f* HT» ; an t* 
geons, remarks on, dip taodK sof Hen t- 
mm 887 p petfemwnt* thai ladder k^ 
667 ; apprentices, ge**r**f, 56T \ lee 


tarefs and Cottage wnmt n e rsi idflneafon 
between; so^ w i p a imi i rfwtddWr in 
ei4to^9f4e,i<5feJ^2*qo'*q .ooitoluv'- 
Hotel Died, rd«6fl<of MWrterl^2ii«|6ry 
r sgfp *wrtn#tht* ttithwe ffay*f*t 23 * 1 * 12 . 

iMrsd^MuS/dffedt'af IttppMg lii£ W5, 
u edbf opemtioiiSofTp«ocndtw«Mui6t6s 
Hydrobji«ld mdipiodiittlWIraakfa^ in 
> cotes rdgiflatwmof 

doses (if, 424 ; cheittieal propound of, 

•' 5004 ' ' ' *'•*' v •6 v 1 l°‘f 10 2 j«^Ul 

Hydrogen gaS, sulphuretted, transmttftloh 
nif ^itghilllpeettdBiffitldlj^Wl"^ 
thod of preparing, 324. 

Hydrortkdbia^ anflildml»««ks 6 i*iifi*<ti 6 ; 
pMpag6fida^d J hldh*dpka0ia<‘ki fp*»6; 
fatal cases J6fl^t6l»?*iii«ar.e«rtHMI«wf 
troktlhgl^ &**4*U** 
of, 345\; citro bf^by * ftspb¥6iavcdWc»» ' 
Hypertrophy, eceentHfe; of^ thd^lBikrt, 
catetofj*42l<j ^mMffrmtkmnppmeied 
met!itmdti6«;‘h42>;*i«0^teii 

.marlw-6dV^4^^ !t ‘Ui 

Hypochondriasis, remarks on, 84it?£ ►»» 
rtwerta; remarkable c««kef;i“l67 t 7e9i‘ 
Hbtaerns, dldocatiwf dftbe|« 01 at ; o.i* 
Hrnierron the Harrogjite W atwsy taste w 

• Of , '1884 1 IS 130 H 1 V f* 

Huateriaa oratlort fot 186l) r 696)<ltm n 
Hd^k^sdt^ HtiWeatfctrtlb on .the 
death of, 69 1 , 228; o^diyfiiir. 
Whatt6n,4« 

by Dr, WeathhHlfy&2L lu^nrioaiob 
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Ice; applkttiimofvln^ta flum ta llhwi of the 

soft parts in fraoMteSy 286^ ^nduhr/ 
Ichtbyosisv cme off 09$i)' cBoicedseanaiks 
on, 598 p useofpitdi 
Uehester JaibcortaptfedrgioalodwBtlstdee 
it; 64. ( '.T . . wiOJl fidi to 

Iliac artery fWttOHiiaheperkttoolfer MN- 
Siam of the, 2MP) twmrnow) operSdiea 
of tying the, 280 * interiiok opemloa 
wftyingi the,S2tl. * 

Impetigo,? ^ses ef; 489, 649 p pMtsla 
peculiar to, 551. 

Impostor, mendicant medical, description 
of, 318. 

Infants, cewmlstens ih, «0v!67fcio 
Infirmary, Derby, letter res^cting re- 
ports from tl»;!4I34 report ef ©r. Ba- 
; ker’s case, 439. * 

Inflammation, nay f theeryof,452»|a l owh l c f 
in action at oncabvtOM eoktti JkrofiBiet- 
i son's treatOKSkUO^MT^ ftndldrvr; 4hf> 
s hresoi hetwbMg i587j|L 641^ .febrile* 

, case of, 642. .O^r ( S*tr 'laln^m- 
) Iuiansmialienlv oghlhnWo pc»e*« HT, end 
riimcriooQmtrksuJXfc fe^nnuiiiiij of 
▼igorous Jnyoaakfes <in,ofil6f t>k 
«k8ttwof^325£ jculnoou*)! no 
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Inoculation, propagation of hydrophobia 
.. ■fa&20+ipm$ic a.0$yfi46. i/'« 4 i i. t 
Inquest eftitq Westminster Hospital, 73 ; 
extraordinary, at Hampton, 74,83, I It; 
mi Hflu 1*0, m* lift; D|*,Mr. Kin* 
neu, remarks on, 182 ; an lt|n body of 
Mrs-Lltyd, 265 ; at the London Holt 
pita), 4Q4 i on Martin Masters, report 
<>Mft7. . 

Inquests at Portsea, remarks on some, 73, 
17*. 


Insanity asphyxia in persons afflicted 
with, 509. ■ • 

Insensibility, remarkable case of, 300. 
lusihgtitn, itojral, meeting at the, 670- 
Institutions, sHOflical, defections of, 761. 
Instrument lor extracting cataract, 65. 
Instruction, medical, at ParU, regulations 
af y 82l. > 

IntestintyiofeS'Suicepttep of the, *92. 
Interlines, haemorrhage from the, 300. 
Intus susception, propriety of operating 
in, 38g^ . 


lodille, ipbidaliou , of, in consumption, 
' 450; in enlarged tonsils, 510 ; use of, 
in / ovarian. dropsy, . 559 ; and mercury 
in visceral enlargement, 561 ; chemical 
properties of, 612 ; changes produced 
on, (in the. attineutary canal, 612. 
IpfftaQUfrnbe, employment of, in dysen- 
tery* combined wiihlt«nt»p,262. v 
Iris, detachment of the, U0 ; on the. mo- 
tions of the, 510; red fungous growth 
from, 710. 

Iritis, syphilitic, Mr. Lawrence on, 149 ; 
• — ** and idiopathic, distinction between 
A26t scrafetam^ nhsereaiiens on, <326; 
syphilitic, cat* of, 415 *j •. ft.-- 

IroSy .qai bonate of, observations on *U 
• preparation^ 467; benefit of, in 8t. 
Vitus’s dance, 563 ; ad trail Uira turn of, 
in diseases of the heart, 774 ; in malt 
. l^onr* detection of, 8A4>; tests for* 884. 
Jmtotioq, propaaa*tyto,as a cause of 
hysteria* 769 .i 

Itch, pustular form of,. SSL; trjuey rare 
apptmpnoeof,. on She 6*6*494, • i 


. >i i> "hi h: . \ i£ i • 1 - /(» 

^Jackson* iWivJ. V*, on water dressing*, 

40. •••.,( > » 

J ails, mods iof conducting ioqoesU i», 
144. 

James, Mk.v letter fiom, tM. 
^enndide^tieigififtgetfVtOfe 
Jeffreys* Dr., on bleeding, 765* 
Jesusttt, frit, J. v remarks on the ap- 
pointment of, 142, 186. ■ 

Jcrwfd, 64r<* evidence of, at tAeinqooet at 
Hampton, 77,-83, 1%6, 110, 140*; letter 
. fromv*alati«e*o (the Jiampsoo inquest, 
116, 118; on leucorrl*qga, review ef, j 
IW ; fetter from, 6M. 


Johnson, Dr. James, tetter from, »4fe2 ; 
Jobwim* Mrw on tbo dfltootioe 4fipod, 

672. , 

Jeaes, Cofeno), speech o4 at tye ditnier 
. toMr..S4 r akteys4d. * •• . .. 

Jones, Mr. T- Ifea* defence taf the treat- 
ment of Ellen Cppe, 108 ; letter ban, 
439. 1 . ... , . .■> • 

Jurisprudence, medical. Da. J. Q.Dmitii 
on, 97; popefcoon, *32, 321, 385, 

418, 481, Hi* G(d9, 661* 834 ; import- 
ance of, 348 ; » ou, the Judgery of* 661 ; 
Dr. Tkomoon.'* lecture ms, mi, ( 7$l ; 
Dr, Thomson's lecture 0 a,£91.u 



Kennedy, Dr., repljr of, to Dr. Nagle. 

495. ‘ • ' ' : ' 

King, Mr. T., correspondence plating to, 
32 ; speech of, at the dinner to Jflr. 
Wakley, 43; note tVoni, relative to 
Mk H. Earle, ijS7 ; mark Qf‘ respect 
for, from his pupils, 'Mfc: fetters from, 
on the naval Mngebhs’* question, [728, 
764 ; on the ligature of the innoimnata 
aiid stibd avian, 728. 1 ' " 

Kinnear, Mr., inquest on, 1^1 ' remarks 
on the, 182. ’ . r 

Krrkman, Mr. J., oh the Lfthdtic A#t s 
665. 

Knee-joint, amputation at; 6fc; 126* fas, 
location of the semlfbnaV cartilages of 
- the, '784:' • •' J ' ’ ’• 


Knowles, Mr. E. L.^ on * cash of 
518*' 


L' ■ 

* - . * T • i-Jli.T: <|v 

Lactation ^ spontanoovs, at >an< *d*fcnoed 

, age,46Xv -u • •• •'• t< vi'. 

Laetocariam^manuer u>f cbHkmtmgj 991 ; 
, benefits attained from the ***) efy 8^4* 
Lambert, Mr. J., biograpiiical sketch of, 
599 ; post-mortem mtttmtaketM wf the 
body Of', 6#fi- < ; ‘ 1 

Lara c9T«md dress to ihei readers 06 the, 1 ; 

the effects of, in the profession, 43 ; 

. KniWefcleyfebMtery 0^,44; rem«4s 
on the strictures ef, 70. < 

J-aooing in iniismBmtlbii ef the tonods, 
592. 

Larney, M., bis exertions ie< Pgifis in 
August, 83* "• • 1 • 

Larynx , uedame of, 269* 

Laudanum and araeme, Cm* ef poisoning 
by* 463. > - • 

Low, ighorhsee ofy ip legal coroners, 466, 
436; rate ting 4o Tuediute Oesttmeay, 
632. . - 

Lama of the medical profession, rpmer k l 
on the, 277, 433,467. - 

LawrenCe, Mr., on the Venereal Discares 
oflbe Dy«w tem* of, W « dinicaltec^ 
tuies by, 00 canes of wn4$rMs, 
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161 ; fracture of the ieg, with remark^ , ^ c » 

%it*tto»« 6 iBi^rtfcoof<f>lrti!oi»wiilthp ^ 5 * ,&££ ( ni ^usnts.- , 

suppression of local discharge,. 163; sim^, ®" 

vvejfe aVfcf >phtegmbndKs *rjidpel*v W ? ,'c IRfcAlToi^Ot 4 ^ 344 » 

19 ^, 260 ^ 2 »fr; acHlbh(tpatitW t e nwiiiat-i ft ,*4ftW 4 -'7r iol noimoiibo no 
irifeln snpipuiWtibnviWO^caeper ofllhe i London «m^bofr^^h«tpr to, 

• < lip,19T;scirrhO«Sfbf>ca«^l98;.l^oiwW- 727; troubles in, 74&jKUbi»83lo‘iq 
tis,l9&; anasirca^a37 ; roftawmatioOs Long, Jobo,fridiefime8h&£ 
^vari«»'twsue»iqf the'eyft, 238:; '% c - ;/ . ter of Mips . ; 

tured pitteHa* 239* oampound traflfcire “ vv^lb edited; “ 76; 

M the 4eg,r 239; syphilitic affection, remarks ou \\ie 0$J^i{8y $r$ie£dings 


Xbid, antf?ts' preparations, 385 ; process j 
for detecting, in mixed fluids, 385 ;, 
snlphuret of, detection of, 387 ; on the 
detection of, 671; tartrate of, 677 ; 
palsy of the wrists from, 719. ^ 

•Lectures on surgery, “ recognition” <of 
Summer courses of, 224. j 1 
lieg^ amputation of* at the knee-jojiit, 68 ; 
fracture, of the* clinical remarks on, 


r^TTXJ-lrJ^ juj iiv . 

second lyerdict^f mawftn 8*^86 3^ ,n8t * 
>253* 266,5800. k T ote 

of thanks to the Edi^io^hise^rtions 
againsL 608 ; challenge? dTOje^iitoi- 

Loss of blood , eflf&ta j ) L 
Lumbago 1 ,' vhrrentVase oft'HM j 'VilRii of 


*ini«9iqqiis 

r ?fto ,y i:Kn 1 
71 .minted? 
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*«»» “^r — * „ . , - , ' ■ active measures iu, 

fracture, of tho, clinical reoiark* m, Lunacy, predominatttcUWst^S**.' 

239 ; fracture ot the, case of, 431 ; com- L Howel’i |, feas8 of guWftene of, 

poup4 fracture of the, 638- ,• l 54 / ; ’ !i: 1 r<1 -d>« 

Legs, fractures of the, 743; ulcers on the, Lungs, disease of thd,#foltfdttnki ng, 557; 
843* . . * « v 

Lemon-Juice, efficaeyof^m scurvy, 653. Lynn, Mr., rejection ofrby #»‘*Goilege 
Lens, Jegtnerateon of the, 613. Council, 72. -T 35 *' . 

Lepra, vulgaris, cases ot, P2, 561, 564, Lytta and hit^i-bontrte^fooda^fe tr^ 
6G6, 606, 842. - . m- - in gonorrhoea, 174. w •miswiqqiia 

■Leprosy* we of, 661. . .= .. . r ■ * -d- ■ ' ^ •• ■••'>2 "> .to f n:>:n fi 

Leucorrhma, teview of Jewel OP, 116;< . .. ?; ... • fflt ^.n? e'*i .m*mted? 

• mtsfenf, 814*. • • .<• J «- - " ’ *"* * !o 

Lkn causing a papular eruption, 561. * r - v ; < yd 

Lichen, • senilis, ease M> 641; syphilitic, Jdaebinai^, sei^erpelhatpigj^Ahe Col- 

842. r «✓ . v ; - * » ‘ leg^ir^waoMnOOjIoJPf - ilL’W 1 ‘ 

ligature, of a tumour of the tongue* 69 ; Mackenzie on Pise^ses^ot w^^Eiye, review 

use of, Jn epilepsy aura epileptic* < of* 334- - o_d - >m bn 

221 y of the subclavian and innonmrata, MacimcbaeV Up.j Mrrf 4>ou ® 1 * 

on. titsw method of, ‘709 ; of theysub- tions to,18h . • .••'*'*•: /iBifib-*--»»:T‘ 
cfcvian and innomiuata, essay ou, Magintrafie^law^ .795.(1 i c^i^rd 

728. Magnesia as an antidote for ox^Jia tad, 

l&m ling* singular effect, of, 255 ; jreco- 195.; *ulphat*ef, m 
fvjery from the effects -of, 445. , , , -8024 •/<•«. > . Jvijbnoo 

Tina ciinical . remarks m cancer, of the, iMaUria^deadly effect%pL c 

197. Malforumtiop ^yOT ( , 

Lioao* - potasam, mediautal qualities ^ of, 239 ; pnfrnmwy as^ ?mfl 9 ^ 247, 

m* >- »ve|^,me»r»il 6 * 

Lithotomy, operations of, -65, 34P» - -df4he beartii5784 ( , ■ «Lirr >ij ->•. 

660; frequency of operations of, in Malingering; Br„ EttiPUmnlft remarks ou, 

Vinml «71 . . > 4QR ’• t v *Val H »• 
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Egypt, 671. -v y 295.: w„ - r *vjl yil f - 

LithoUity, operations of, 657. - •.?. Mhn, on ghmdemlii^|i88--’ti2oii<;^ : - 

Litmus paper, substitute for, 133^ ■ Mstulaiigiiter' ^aad ) nifrd^ ficuhnctioi 

Liver, disease of ^the, 800. •* ! between, 40k ^ i^-ido » •• 

Lizars, Mr. J., on hernia, 619. ^ Mat eismns* iufeni»kijpoilithUfphthPiogy aud 

Lloyd. Mrs., meiuncholy deathof, under treittbeut o+>»41. ^ oi t. 3 «. hr^r 
Long’s ^ rubbing” system, 25tt; report Marsden, Mr. W., on a case otmydroce- 
of the inquest od, 265. • pttihiSf^48y' »« * ; i? . iK ,nf ^ ^ 

London Hospital, lectures wad fees at, Mast urbaUOn, ' «fukpajl' J» UH' effect » 
13 ; letter from pupils at, 96 ; report 552. , ■_/ 

of an inquest at, 437. 5 MUxiftwy-bim^ t^hfe tupenor eutirpa- 

London College ofMedk) in e, report of tion of the, IW. ,*r ; fsjnw J 

first meeting to establish the, 798 ;,esta- Meconic acid, chenucalireUtioiis ot, 3*. 


Digitized by Google 


ttte**lary 

* r.M r. 


Bferrt*, Mr. G., on calcnlns in the blad- 

Mu ,§5i >c- 3t..j >r .-t f ,,v 

od8 r a M#rtwe«y>Ito »cpbis f^Medtekwiiu* My a- 

-S 

* - /> u Jisoanrttron^dradetopo* -182.- 

Mf 4^WiHNnivd«tt8rfroin*, 538, 
Mttfti, ert^Ibyftwfttnf, th ueumlgje^ 461; 
MUco teeter itisytemarkson, 34ft. • 

MuratUtesy o* the^rwervHti**»ef,>Sn. 
Mummy, eflaarinattoftof a,. 410. ; . 
Mtttltttic aeid/ tema^kit o», end te»ts for, 
194. ’ ,f ' •'• - •- ••’ • »J >• ,:•!■ ’ :■»: 

Murray ^Mr.*JvT/,nftKan inquest at Yar- 
mouth, 143. ^,2 

Mn*cle«r permanent iuff loofcw qt^iac- 
^ tien of the,459. i i 


fungus in ‘ 

irffiafi ’ 


on education for the, 57 ;H^fbrWi, ttye 

aMy* rentecPf efor the diet r&se*J>ofi4b<*j 

professk>Wjfl79i~ * { ' --I-'.j.t ; \ 4 ? ■ ^ 

Mediestasn', ^udet^ypa^ren, 329. ' 

MedfiCih^I on the cotfnekion 'betwee'rt, and 
• dmhity?470’t‘ip America, state of, 506 • 

1 i^at^‘^V id T^iiey, jtfrfdickl, im- 
portant df acairhcr ih, 548 i BtrTning- 
tfiajtf J scto^.W,' fttizeV aft,* 543 1 ; ; forensic, 

- 5^662 : Ott. Denison’s 

" ,,f ^tabtehwent of] 

, re- 
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1 ^nfeVC&ir^^ 846, 669'; quack, re 
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t diqme qo %ty&tQxy” remark* hb , 8tl. 
Medico-Chiriirgical Transactions^’, review 
of, Partlj^S,^^ . 

Mq^Ub, T>i\ T. G, 4 , on a case of 
aneurism of the ascending aorta, 22. 
Membrane, mucous* <of the , rectum* <ob- 
«ei(vMfeoO» on, 391^ .v • » 

Meningitis, idiopathic, rare occurrence of, 
ifhC&fltefij !44 m!0 - 

Meniere's 0 HiHoxy >of, the. . Hotel Dieu 
during and, after the u three day f," 
257. v 1 , 

Mesftttuafioa* general hypertrophy, from 
suppression of,M*-. 0 yvd, . • . . 

Mercury, effects of, in gonorrhoeal oph- 
thalmia, 148 ; singular result from the 
use of, 187; Chemical treatment of 
poisoning by, 421 ; and its prepara- 
tion, 41 y; tmpdrtferit point regarding, 
in medico-U»gal analysis, I42t ; bene- 
ficfcfl 1 efffcck Of, htW rounds in’ dissec- 
tion* 459 ; ^and iodine, benefit of, in 
risctferal’eulhrgfmertt, 561 5 crude, ex* 
traordinary effects of) 767. 

Metastasis following 7 simple erysipelas, 

M*GPrig6r r , &hr JT*, complaints of Ills of- 
ficial conduct, 58 ; remarks on the con- 
duct 142; remarks on the ! army 
thhdfcaVpromotionH ofr 186. 

MidWffiVJr, On the uSeof the; stethoscope 
in,‘23&,»; Dr. Granville oti the poli- 
tical condition of, in the metropolis, 301 ; 
OKI W, attendance oft, 463* 1 ■ ■ - - i r . ' 
Middlesex Hospital, fees at, 13. .< 
Monstrosity; singular) : case of, 68; M. 

ebffcuy; StwHdaifeY oateol, 188. 
Monstrosities, observaltoasiOn,.4&6. 
MofWmuiUintiy cubical fepaarka.wi; 295 t 
conduct to be adopted i*o detection 
'•Jffg.O - , > i. •••, /< .;!• •(., ,r/ 

Morgan, Mr., irregularity *0^ 347.1 
'Morphia, end^aaiesssc ofy 5^1 ^ teits for, 
803. r; 

Morpldhepat 3 test fonnkric acw4609; on 
the detection of, 803*. 
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Nsvus maternus, JMfr^ Lawrence oh, 161. ^ 
N^gle, Dr. 1)1 C., on the detection of 
twins by the stethoscope, 23f3, 393; on 
obstetric auscultation, 621. 

N asal bones, exostosis of, 62. 1 

National guards French, election of sur- 
geons to the, 52* 

Naval medical officers, summary wf, 172. 
Naval surgeons, exclusion* 'of, firom his 
Majesty’s levees, 602, 667,690, 694, 
727 , 762, 786, 798 j letters from Mr. 
King respecting the, 727 , 764 ; remarks 
on the insult toJtOl 1 ; discussion in Par- 
Hament, 762; inability of, to movie in 
their own behalf, 767 ^ rescinding of 
the order for the exclusion of, 889 ; re- 
h salt of the deputation respecting the, 
867 ; letter on the, 868. - " 

Neck, case of tumour In the, 347 ^fibro- 
cettnfar tnmoirr of the,' 416. ' '* ■>* 

Negri, Dr. Df G., letter flhm, 343^ 
Nerve, pOeumogastfic, ' neuralgia from 
pressure of, 708 ; ; auditory * morbid irri- 
tability of. 778. 

Nerves, review' of Swan-s Bsmositrition 
of, 184 ; of the ebrnea, discoveiry of the, 
408 ; optic, chemical composition of the, 
676. 

Neuralgia, treatment of; by moxa; 461 ; 
from pressure of the pneuniogastric 
nerve, ‘703. ' 

Neville, Mr. W. tt,’ on : friictufeS of the 
lower extremity, 743. 

New College of Medidne, proposed Usta- 
blishmentof a," 797; 

Nightmare, observations on, 675/ 

Nitrate of silver, employment Of, in go- 
nOrrheea, 117 ; the cure of corns with, 
' 144 ; employment of, in ulcer* of the 
cornea, 292, 480 ; mmnoniaoal, as a test 
4ot arsefiiottft acid, 547ij in erysipela- 
1 tours inflammation, 563; as a reagent 
for hydrocyaific anid^995^ 

Nitric acid> description of tests for recog- 
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34Q ■, cpnper of ^iM^.7 - 

$oses, new, operation for. til* 

Kotos or gold r a Collie' V(qe$tleo, 
517.. , VV' . , 

I^ottingliain, cnripus proceedings at, 72tf. 

Nuttall, Dr., a subscription for the widow 
and orphans of, 335/401, 538, 804. 

Nqx-vomica f ad the detection of, 804. 

' O 

Obstetric Society, proceedings of the, 

301 . 

(Edema of thq larynx, case of, 269. 

CEnometer, invention of a uew, 677. 

(Esophagus, operation on the, in the horse, 
738. 

. (Jinentum/scirrfious eiilafgetObnt bf the, 

45P. , 

‘Operations, unjustifiable id ^ork-honses 
59; for removal of an exostosis of the 
nasal bones, 62; for stone, 65 ; ampu- 
tation at the kneb-joiht, 68 ; division of j 
the cornea ip extracting cataracts, 66 ; 
excision of tfie elbow-joint, 89; for 
staphyloraphC, 95 ; ampntatiort bf the 
finger, 124 ; amputation of the leg, 124 ; j 
amputation of tpe tjiigh, 126 • torsion of 
arteries, 126; amputation of the leg at 
the knee-joint, 12#; for aneurism of 
the external iliac, 215 ; for renioval of 
a medullary-sarcomatous turnout, 2|5; 
amputation of the thigh, 221 j of ty- 
ing the common iliac, 230 ; erf tying 
the internal, iliac for aneurism of the 
isauatic, / repto-vesicat Operation 
for stone, 262 ; tracheotomy, .269; re- 
moval of the superior maxillary, 273 ; 
extirpation of t;he astragalus, 283 ; ty- 
ing the aorta, 2^5 ; for cataract, 319 ; 
extirpation of the .superior niaxillkry 
bobe, 319 ; extirpation of cancer, 348 ; 
lithotomy, 349 ; exarllculatiln at the 
shonider-joint, 350 ; amputatibA of the 
leg, .431 ; amputation of the arm, 452 ; 
operation for ptosis, 460*; lithotomy, 
472^ for crufal hernia, 507 ; ltgature 
of the brachial artery, 508 ; Tor Ventral 
hernia, 646 ; /symphysbotofny, 566 ; 
tapping iu hydrocephalus, 648 J litho- 
trity, 657 ; lithotomy, 660 / extirpation 
of an osseous tumour from the ofbit, 
671 ; for strangulated inguinal fcernijtf, 
829. 

Ophthalmia, gonorrhoeal, case of, 94 ; dif- 
ferent forms of, 148 ; on the production 
of, by metastasis, 326 ; rheamltic,, 
practice of bleeding in, 326 ; observa- 
tions on, 324. 

Opium, pertain test for, 33; employment 
of, in hydrophobia, 268 ; endeftnic a$ 


ttWf 1 trfft 

wmmp 

803 *, detection of, in i 

Orbit, tumour in the, 671**1*^ to 
Qrd, Mr. Wl/fcis dtffcflbfe 1ft. 

Orfeahs of of 

the, 229.* *• 

Os pubis, fracture of the Vj S4ifMf; sa« 

‘ crum, fracture of the/&48‘. 1 u 

O’Shaughnessy, Dr., OQ’ftte fbkfcfchigical 
relations of f tet- 

ter from, 255 : remarks on his-lfe&t for 
nitric aetd, 609; 

mattbW 806. ' < ■ i-umi 'leidJiF; 

Ossification of the Wart; 488P < 6Cd 
Osteo-skrcoiia/ inte^lh® 

' opefat^n4fe^3ab; ctWOi ty'tWi 
Otorrhcea iiichildren/534K ;*‘ J 
Outrage at ihd Cbllege, 

799. ' ■“ '-in t f iW'S 

Ovary, dilate of fhCV^ ertfcsrat&h of 
the, 715. „ . c:0f ,^dJ io 

Oxalic acid, tefoiafks'dk, Yor, 

* j 9 g. < <- :h< ri .nM):T7d a 

f '*i». » %><) » ; 1 ; «fl’ ! 

I .Ml l(l ^huMHT 

Palate, divided, operation foty93uo 
Palpitation, front ‘tferVbftl4lritiftklttJ $04 ; 
knd dyspepirnl, case* Crf. 562; 1 prtissic 
acid in, 562. 

Palsy of the ^fete/4^ ^388^i4«er- 
mUtfeht’, cWfofif nc 
Paraly^s ag!tdiW/Df:<EH^W«'W, 119; 
iise bf Iron i#, 563 /baad- Of, '09® ; not 
necessarily an orgdfifo iffcdiqk( 657 . 
1?arapV^a/C^e df, 832 s' Obsewntiods on 
"Wife tisb of stfyCTihitte^npdS^^aq 
PaHk, Wedrda , lV«bhtt^6ilt> tbewoond- 
ed’at. 83 ; sutttmkty tt$y**perio- 

1 J fity of trtecllfcM ihk«ri«btldiade^22^ 
Parish-paupefi; medhM attartalice on, 

' '7i ft.'*’"' - ' — ' J * 4 ’ f : Mi •1'MJK‘l 

Parkinson, M t, hU pn ParalyiU 

Afeitabk,^'^ b 9 

Parliktoent; in, 

t rd3/ ; ^ ; * - ziviums 

Patterta, casi of #tfdfuVe tile, 496. 
Patents; libbbsiHotff rtfactiaednbit, 25 $ ; 
huitibef di, 'at tftb HOtdl B<«h{xlnring 
tbb “ rf^rfee ’dijrsf^aSS/Tdirtnlisal of, 
,,r v ' fzr » 

Pattison, PvofC4hdr*, Kner41fbiiH»; tet- 
; tet bh, 286 | Jmd hiS fMIVilntdt.- 
Paupefs, br r dfestohttfMitt«»doacw bm, 689, 

783’ ’ ^ ,r "*»* '>bnof< , *5 

Pelvis, Mw^lSSI. 

Penis , &Sc6TitW Vif 'fcfeW^ »of Hie, 

293; erysripeUra nfWe,T«?.'. 4 ' 

Per centage^ WsHMy’Mte**^- *** the. 

Pericarditis, pate Vrfi -427 clhdcal re- 

''wfajfa&i'm**'* *• 

Peritoneum, H He, 4H. 
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Am*? *, W t nm of, 
>y «**«•*'»• h*eia«r- 

*•#») »r». 

Pharynx, polypous tumour of, 63; nice# 
of the, 841 


remarks 

<RV238. 

Phlegmonoides, erysipelatous, free incl- 
^boAf iu, 591. 

Phrenological Society) proceedings of the, 
* . 

Phr $n#logy, fact confirmatory of, 846. 
iMithisis, inhalation of medicines in, 450) 


690 ; case# of, 451. 

Physicians* refusals of to consult, SO ; 
practical rights otj 41? ; illiberality of 
the College of, 869. 

Physiology of the blood, 714. 

Pitch, use of, in ichthyosis, 594. 

Pteecnta, Mr, Dobsqu on the physiology 
of the, 103. 


Plwarism, charge* pU 7W< . 4 . . . 

Pletl iora, from tne suppression pt local 
discharges, 163. 

Pleura, injection of air into the, 543. 

Pleurisy, Dr. Elliotson*s clinical lecture 
ODt 156., 

P it until, ease of, 4i25u, , , . 4 , 

Pneumonia, case of, combined with a«a- 
sarca, 283. , . . 

Paisotdug by arsenio and laudanum, 4o3 ; 
ou the chemical treatment of, 835; by 

• Mi«Vft**’‘ b y fhlorine, 836; by oxalic 
add, 836; by fixed alkalies, £36; by 


• softpbarets, 83fi. 

P oiso ns And ^other substances, unim* j 
peacbabla process* for detecting, in, 
oases of m$hicQr legal investigation, Jr}- 
l irpjna&n of the subject — Acids, modes 
detecting, 132 ; common properties 
, «C welds, 133; substitution of litmus 
paper in investigating, 133; detection 
wf fsulphttHc #cid in its pure and dilut- 
ed forms, 133 ; adulteration of nitric 
r With sulphuric acid, }33 ; mode of ex 7 
amining the contents of a stomach, 134. 

and photic Acids—D r. Chris- 
f fison’s tests for the muriatic or hydro- j 
chloric acid, with remarks, 193; his j 
*: test for oxalic acid, 194; antidote to 
oxalic acid* 866; application of a beau- 
. 'thill property qf oxalic to the test of 
caustic* ammonia, 196. Antimony ana 
i is preparations— Preparation of the 
dhloride or butter of antimony, 38 1 ; 
<; chemical features of antimony, 321 ; M. 
Orflla’s and Dr. Turner's processes for 
detecting antimony, with objections,! 
and an unproved pjbeess, 321; trans- 
mission of sulphuretted hydrogen gas’ 
through suspected fluids, 324. Lead 
mnd us preparations— Dr. Christison’s ] 
process Jfor detecting lead in mixed 


fields, 663 ; strictam od Offila’s pro* 
eels, 386 ; directions for the rednetion 
■roctss with the sulphuret of lead, 887. 
Mercury and its preparations — Dr. Chris - 
tison’s directions for the detection of 
corrosive sublimate, with remarks, 417; 
antidote to corrosive sublimate, 838 ; 
remarks on Orfila’s and Devergia’s 
methods, 419; method by which any 
mercurial may be detected, 420 ; che- 
mical treatment of poisoning by mer- 
cury, 421 ; caution relating to the al- 
leged administration of calomel, 421. 
Arsenical Prison*— Chemistry of arse- 
nic and its preparation, 481 ; mode of 
proceeding for their detection, 482 ; 
poisoniug by arsenioos acid, 483 ; sim- 
ple and cheap mode of manufacturing 
glass tubes, 484 ; Dr. Christtson’s 'pro- 
cess for detecting arsenious acid, with 
comments on various other processes, 
645 ; simple methods for inexperienced 
analysts, 518, 549 ; strictures on Dr. A. 
T. Thomson’s mode of examining liquids 
. suspected to contain arsenic, 548$ ob- 
jections to Dr. Paris’s method, 649; 
poisoning by Scbeele’t green orpiment, 
559 $ detection of arsenic iu table salt, 
550. Nitric Acid and Nitrate of Potash — 
Di> Christiaan’* description of nitric 
acid ;n its pure or diluted state, and 
the tests for its detection, 609; Dr. 
O’Shapighnessy’s improvements 011 Dr. 
Christison's processes, 009; chemical 
properties of the nitrate of potass, 610 1 
new mode of filtering fluid mixture, 610; 
correction of Dr. Q’Shaiighnessy*g pro- 
, cesses for detecting the nitrate of pot*. 
as$ f 611; his analysis of a suspected 
stain, 611. Iodine and the HydriodaU 
of Pqtash — Chemical properties of 
iodine, 612 ; poisoning by iodine, 612, 
836; importance of attempting to de- 
tect poisoning by iodine at an early pe- 
riod after its administration, 613 ; Dr. 
O’Shauglmessy’s process in poisoning 
by hydriodate of potasb, 613. Copper — 
its existence in various organic sub- 
stances and in food, 801. Stine*— Its 
chemical relations, SOI ; poisoning by 
.zinc, and Dr. Christison’s process for 
its detection, 802; influence of metal- 
lic emetics oyer medico legal analysis, 
801. Baryta and its Compdunds-^ Tkei r 
chemical relations and tests, 802. 
Opium and Morphine — Thfeir chemical 
properties, 803 ; Dr. Christison’s tests 
for tueconic acM, 803 ; his tests for 
morphia, 803 ; his process for detecting 
opium in mixed fluids and colours, 804 $ 
antidotes to opium, 839. Nux Vomica 
and Strychnine — Tests for their detec- 
tion, antidotes to them, 839. Hydro * 
cyanic Acid—D r. Christison’s processes 
for its demotion, find comments pa the 
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processes of other chemists, 805 ; spon- 
taneous generation of this acid, 806 ; 
antidote to it, 839. Bismuth — Its che- 
mical history, 633 ; process tor detect- 
ing bismuth and its combinations, 833 ; 
remarks on charring and incineration, 
833. Iron — Mode of detecting iron in 
malt liquors, 834. On, the Chemical 
Treatment of cases of Poisoning- , 835 ; 
poisoning by the mineral acids, 835 ; 
by phosphorus, 836 ; by iodine, 836 ; 
by chlorine, 836 ; by oxalic acid, S36 ; 
by the fixed alkalies, 836 ; by the sul- 
phurets of the alkalies, 836 ; by tartar 
emetic, 838; by opium, 839; by the 
alkaloid of mix vomica and the other 
vegetable alkaloids, 839; the metallic 
sulphurets not generally poisonous, 
837 ; antidotes to metallic preparations, 
838 ; metallic poisons having peculiar 
antidotes, 838 ; employment of the sto- 
mach pump, 839 ; increasing frequency 
of the crime of poisoning, 839; conclu- 
sion, 840. 

Police-office proceedings at Bow Street, 
794. • • ■ • - -I,.. 

Police-officers, employment of, by the. 
Council against the members of -the 
College, 795. : ».*♦*. v • 

Politics, medical, revolution* in, 30QL - 
Polypus, proper, of thro heart, 680/ - 

PorrigO, contagfsua nature o4, *96. > 1 

Ports ea, remarks ’OB some inqueiU at, 73. 
Pog*e*sio««, demoniacal, belief in, 299. 
Potass, hydrfodate of, adttUeratiods of, 
386 \ nitrate of, ehendcal propehies of,* 
CIO; hydriodate of, dl2. 

Potassze-liqtior, medicinal qualities of, 843. 
Potter, Mr. W, H., on an aptSddte to 
prussic acft), &9. , ‘ ’’ . 

Practitioners, general. Metropolitan So- 
ciety of, ,7^8 medical, association, of, 
$70, 88V , . f > . 

Pregnancy, on detection of, by the ste- 
thoscope*, 6.23 ; upsuspecte^reuiarics 
on, 655. 

Preparations, anatomical, metallic fix- 
ture for injecting, 327. _ 

Pie script ions, right of physiciaps to com- 
pound their own # 413. t . 

Prises at the Birmingham School pf Medi- 
cine,. 643. / 

Probes, introduction of into tlie tympa- 
num, 823* , . 

Profession, superfluous divisions of the, 
634 on the state of the, 596 ; repre- 
sentation of the, in Parliament, 763 ; 
Address to the* on the College assault, 
798; public meeting of the, 824 ; great 
meeting of the* to esjtablish a College of 
medicine, 846. 

Projections, valvular, , in the rectum ^dis- 
covery of, 291. , 

Prolapsus of the vagina, 720* .. . 


Prosecution, criminal, liability of surgeons 
to, for assisting at duels, 667. 
Prosectuor’s cost, in Long’s trial, 286. 
Prussic acid, effects of chlorine iu poison- 
ing by, 89; in palpitation and dyspepsia, 
562 ; in aura epileptics, 591 ; genera- 
tion of, during the healing of animal 
matters, 806 ; poisoning by, 839. 

Psoas, abscess, instructive case of, 228. 
Psoriasis, case of, 564. 

Ptosis, operation for, 460. 

Puerperal fever, debate on, £18. 
Pulmonary artery, malformation of the, 
247. 

Pulse and heart, non-synchronistii of, 91. 
Purgative, regular, efficacy of croton oil 
as a, 555 ; drastic, irritation of, in cho- 
lera, 443. 

“ Pyramid” and “ Perc la Chaise*” let- 
ter on the, 234. 

a 

Quain, Mr. Jones, reply of, to a charge 
of plagiarism, 757. 

| Quack, impudence Uf apYtiOv ' •* Tc.i' 

I Quick efy , Specimen of, 18B ij r poteetfof the 

II CollegeofPhysiciabs 0t» 'repress/ 316 ; 

1 influence of the paefefe ia extinguiahing, 

538 ; in fioftbotn, 604 akdreines, 
J 799 p in France, AOOov i.> 

Quacks,, unp unishaWa. prauticefinofy' 25 3 ; 

Society ofp 469iJ n • j^tmoH 
Qtiadpdped ehtid/baseorf; 188 ^-m??k? 
Qniula* s alpha te cnd ttimtri d fc iBitra- 
' •' flon W, 52<f. . «••»»',!' >f, 7/os 

" : f t* rf’To/ - , Vr.it- 

J’ -o/. bnmd !«m|; . 
iJl '• - ‘ i ' ' o ’')). '4 lo 

Babiles iu thedog, chktebP, 16SEt r,i 
Radius and ul pa, disro&tfioU of thte, 1 445. 
Reptum, ;paper op dfsCasei of ' th^, 289; 
vascular tuniauf hr th<£ 299°/ ulcer of 
the, 291 ; valvular broje&dikto the, 
291 , ■ “* • ' Wr.i* 9 uT 

^ees, 1 Mf/rt. > qn Sba^modiCdyipbCci, 679. 
Reform, desitte 6f; In the Kc/yil^bciety, 

, 444; want of, in thV Dublilf Anothe- 
cariCs’ Gompany,’ 76i;Mii mcdh&l cor- 
• porations„ 819; mCdfcal. atP&fW, 465 ; 
t march of, '502, 598 f cMnleiibh df, with 
1 political reform, fith 'Opera- 

tion of, 824.”'. 

Regeneration of thefCirt, Ixp&fments 
on, 613. 

“ Regulation” system, remarks 7 on the, 

: v •'* 

Remedies, secret/Frbhcft law dh tfce sale 
of, 800. ^ yt'.-nr- !' • 

Reminiscencfes, brdffissioi!ikl, by* Mr. S. 

Cpwer, Nb.'IVS^ - ,,f; ■" f • 

Resin, new mrnetiaL 779; ' • • ‘ 
Respiration, remaffe on diseased of the 
organs of, ^9, n ‘ ? 
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-"'»I76^MS^ ffl**wiH»l,c«eV,5«»; con- 
ih ! rt«iEiifoi'yrai t *76. " ' , - “"taeklOn Uf'Stitbdlsaaoeef'the heart, 685. 

ft»adJre/'Mrt^and,’4tttt«r*em^224>. 
ficrilo flVifij r, --'1 niebal-dfe,«Mr;>iJl,10tt*t& fWHi, 287, S46. 

! »*e»*iltrty*fep«tt od Anio4tiea»M^6tT. 
bf m^arfc'ff, Tl ; Wilson |W<*e»nfl««>of;*>y-l*ie College 

ElRWsWn ori Rftyil'So^iy^esi^.tion^Mr.'Oabert, 

MytW««W : W i *tW , »|i*- -8WJ jobWJgUt tlm? W- - 
JUeilSl of m j HeStt, 94? Russia, ptotKfcud'prhrti fo# adnaertatton 
heN4«ie"Mfl EWfccft'tff the on tbeehofcJra ill? lJ<Ma«*o«nt of the 
rw’W* •EfflitteiWMWl. cholera in,' 85*; phbpooud atedical de- 
£’$&1 Mmi fdt October •* pBtntlein m #W.^ • ■ ■<: ^ £ - 
Jewel on Leuporrh«lr,-116 ; Ryan,'Dri,'h<rte *«rei«l8di*o,'72 letter 


mpq»tliHiopoft!?e Nerves Of tbaffiman'’ " ' » <:<:W>a um, " • "<■>' 

HodyTlW; Fyfe’sAnitoi^.newWit., ,■■;■•«' ■«?- 

186 ; Dnncan’s Edinburgh Diipensa- ■ - ‘ **• 

torv. new edit., 214: The Medico-Chi-’ ’* \ l . * 

runrical Transactions, vol. xvi, Part I i 654. 

215 230 : The Dablin Hospital Reports, ' 8afHVatto*r, eflfeet! of, afccp* -wound m dig 
rtoh’ 225, 289* Mmriferefa r History of section, 455 ; from local utfe of red pre 
the Hotel Die* Hr Jtohr apd jAmgusV ^ipitHt«,aa2a > ' ^ r - 


215 230 : The Dablin Hospital Reports, ’ 8tfHVatto*f, eflfeetof, ifccp* -wound m dis- 
.. ^i, ^225,289* Mmifere^rHistory of section, 455; from local a^e of red pre - 
the Hotel Diet* Hr Jtohr apd mAmmusV-'* ; -4i|)itHttl,aa2. ^ r ' 

257 312'* ,; TUo TraaaaOtiona of tkcflle- Salt, common, detection or arsenic m, 

it >(rfi©ricand>Fhy*^ ; K V|> J ^ ulu 

ye L ^ ^•Oj 'Fyftt'a lttltroenls of Cher -Steonr^ awdnHary; m the cheeky case of, 

•iufmi*tnn264; Mjwkediieonthe Diseases 215 ; tnberculated, peenBar feel of, 414. 
of she Bye,»« ; MatkUAoah’s Practice SarsnpwilU ( >i»«fceintf quhlitaea of, 848. 
of Physic, vofc M I ‘>SS8?fft»mer’* Ele- Scald juasei of, 45B. 
u mnnta iof.iQhntaimtryv RST ; Erofard Scaicb and borns, an oesay on, *45. 
Home’s Tract on tto-Foroialtoe of To-f SaarUtm*,*linkal •emarkaon, 892 ; rare 
moiirv««» Smida^onc wnilnhalfttion - ‘ recorSenod otin samo persoo »02. 

' niiPMnonarb 6oneu»p4Hm, 449* Glas-; S*b*«le’stween, insolubility of in water, 
gow Medical Journal, !»«(. XI and XII, »■ «9 ; ci?se ofpoiaoomg. by, 550. 

452- North of England Medical and Scirrhus of tin? breast, cluneal remarks on. 
Surgical Journal, No. II, 459; Addl Vf; |#9 i ute*i, «Sh nf, 616} clinical re- 
tention of Food, 485 ; Morrison’s Mat-, » marks on, 7J.6. m { ,i' ■ 

dicine.^Mystery,.513.8(U; Vipeson School, medical, esViblwhinent of a, at 
, . Guilders aSd Farcy in thp,Horsp,6a4; v . AjH»ii-ZaM,sl8y of Anatomy, Brewer 
A/ne i-ican j^ournals, and Au^nst. S r feet, coinplHihtS against the, 800. 

A i830*,i 510i:;fidioWnrg)» Medical ana Schools, medical, lisfot, t, to. 
•^jrmp^ioprnal^diui^ 18^1, 55^2, 709 ScJerotipa, changes pf strn^Wjre in the. 
The Dublfta Medical Transactions. to1.i* /.Tip- * ... . ^ . . . 

, ^wtliwood Smith’s Trea- Scotland, skotdieS of the medical school* 


Part Snuthwooa oimui s i re»- otuiwnu, BA^iica v. «,a.^ mnu, V o. 0 x. uvv .» 

‘ ' ' SS J irn Beyer, 684, G il , 390 ; Tweedie’s t of. No. 28^ 327 . _ 

, . - ^hlcaiJlhisUraiionso^Hever, $84,705 Scott, Blf. ! J., p6tefrbhi, ITS. / ; 

‘ pance T s,Me W pire*hr 1* T^aitement des Scrpfula, cause of, m. ^ 
w Fmynes OrlU, 708,; Macnish Scrotum, eryiiyelai hf the, WT ; forma- 

? bH t?e Wdas^y ofSW^mi aV? -lion of *neJ,7Wr ; r c 

. nijles do aiimio et 4e piiysioJoRie, 676 ; Scnlr+y, pecnlthr’ appekntnce* or, 59o ; 
‘ ! Hume on Combustion, 677; Graves bn . chemical nature of, 653; predisposing 

[siSssSjsmidiiiia-*. 

XS7 r > 6u a case of, 050. 

Revofiition, French, siimmary pF the Secale cornntum in variOhs haemorrhages, 

Rhwmi^wid^^ritrc pains bf'tW Secrets of the professfoh, j^marks on ex- 

fjn'ffi :WL loner from reacting Mr. 


Sells, bfr. w;, letter from reacting Mr. 
tion of, 123j r of the x\\i$pt$ I)r. Ellison Bowen, 224. 

oe^ 159 ; requktng stimulating tyeat- Seiitaon, most nsefhl to drunkards, 558. 
*raent, 333 ; treated by antiphlogistics, Serous tissues, liability of 46 erysipelatous 
clinical remarks on, 334 ; acut4, case? of, inflammstioti, 150# 
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.Setop, Mr. Lawre||€fe T i Oflwoti #p,.iq,n»- t*W##4l34; 

. . Tusmt rmw, 162. , » iiifl^irwatifuR ^f*hp A«{ c< 

14 Sharers, 1 ' operations pf the, 4Q2. ; Stone, operation for,, £6 ; i* the Madder, 

Sheldrake, Mr.T., on prafesaiopgi aUeftd- case of, 262; *ect*-vesi*al aptraiioil 
apce at due}s* 720* * v > ifer, 269 ;. f iOB^natiop.f9^;a4^f>caaeef, 

Short, Dr., on strychnine in amaurosii, 472'} l>r f Heurlalonp'* owes, of** 687 ; 

90. , . , . • frequency of, in Egypt, 67 1., 

Shoulder-joint, exarticulatiou at tbt, 350, Stools, effect pf .the s^oioMbrafura, of 
Sigmond, Dr. .G. Q., letter from, 054* crude mercury upon, 767* > 

Silver, chemical property of. 677. Strangles, characters of, 5 lMt , 

Sketches of the medical schools of Scot- St* Thomas’! Hospital, jeeturea and fires 
land. No. 28, 327. at*: 11 ; regulations at, respecting post. 

Skin, extent of disease* of the, 399; mprterq operation!, 272; tbjiscsrety 
structure of, in a case, of .elephantiasis, 898 ; extract from Dugdale s Mouesti- 
447 ; remarks on diseases of the, 499. tan respecting* 476 4 demonstrators at, 
Skull, compound fracture of the, 971 ; 57#. •«> 

' puncture of the, 66. Students* medical* tjm editor’s ad vice to. 

Sleep, on the philosophy of, 673. 22; oddness to the pareuts of, 97#: on 

Smith, Dr. Gordon, letter from, 72 , intro- the admission of* to hospitals* 114* v 
ductory lecture otrmedicH) jurisprudence Stumps, morbid condition of, remarks on 
by, 97 ; letter from, 144. the, 299* r .1 

Smith, Mr, G., on the treatment of on- St. Vitus’s dance cured by iron* 898; 
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Spasm of the band and foot, 49$. Surgery, neglect of, at Constanlmople, 
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Stanley, Mr., on disease of the ancle-joint, view of, 184. 
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Staphylorapbe, operation of, 95. cases of, 297.; « 

St. Bartholomew's Hospital, lectures and Syme, Mr., quarterly report of, 89$ pa 
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treatment of patients at, 407 ; abuse? Syntax, Dr., of Edinburgh, sketch of, 
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post-mortem examinations at, 415* Syphilis, successful treatment of, by the 
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395; detection of pregnancy by the, . „ 
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e* 1 ; 12 * „ Tapley, Mr. W.,oq thq cheflopodhtfn ohr 

Stocker, Mr. T. A., letter from, 401. dum in chlorosis, 40. 
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416% ■ 714 ;«sclrrhus of the, 617. 
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416 ; on the formation of, 421; vascular, sis, 419. 

of the wrist, 508 ; osseous, extirpation Water dressings, efficacy of, 40 : treat- 
of a, front the orbit, 671 ; vaginal, foHi- inent of wounds by, 646; cold, value 
cular origin of some, 711. of, in fever, 393. 
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Tympanum, introcUietton of probes into kisson, 69, 223 ; reply of Mr. Whatton 
they 823; puncture of the membrane to, 129. 
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